National Junior High Sunday 2025

“Let your gentleness be known,” Phillipians 4:5

Mary and Martha Scripture Drama (Luke 10:38 — 42)
By Cindy Lattimer

*Cast: Jesus, Mary, Martha, Narrator. In their regular clothes.

Narrator: Here is a story from the gospel of Luke, chapter 10: Jesus was traveling around
teaching people about God and how to live fully and well. He had to walk everywhere because
planes, trains, and automobiles weren’t a thing yet. Neither were Uber or Lyft. Once, when he
was feeling tired and needed a place to rest - a thing he needed often- he was welcomed into the
house of a woman named Martha. (Jesus and Martha enter from opposite sides of the stage,
Mary carries a clipboard, which can also cleverly disguise a script. They are happy to see one

another)

Martha: Jesus, please - come and rest here. We’ll make sure you get what you need to be

refreshed...maybe some dates and wine? [ am a great cook! (Jesus nods appreciatively and sits)

Narrator: Jesus did sit - and he rested - but he also took some time to enjoy the company of his
followers and friends. IMAGINE the crowd of people also resting in Martha’s living room -
there are a lot of them! As Jesus relaxed - he kept telling stories. That was his vibe. One of the
people hanging out in the living room with Jesus was Martha’s sister, Mary. (Mary enters,
waves to crowd, sits at Jesus’ feet and is paying complete attention to Jesus - who is pretending

to tell stories) Mary was listening intently to Jesus. He had the rizz to keep everyone’s attention.
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Martha, on the other hand, was FRANTICALLY trying to get everything ready to feed and
house this large group of guests. (Narrator points to Martha on the other side of the stage, who
is walking in circles pretending to check things of her to-do list which is on a clip board)
Martha: Clean sheets on all the beds - check! Roast lamb...roasting - check! Still need to make
sure there are enough clean dishes. Still need to get vegetables. Still need to get wine. Still need
to clean the toilets...sigh. Still need to get more wood for fire. Still need to sweep the dining
room. And add extra chairs around the table. Do you think I need a centerpiece for the meal?
Where are all my napkins? Aaaah - it’s impossible! I can’t do it! I just can’t do it all! Where is

my sister?? Where is that Mary? I need some HELP taking care of all of this!

Narrator: Martha realizes that Mary has been relaxing and listening to Jesus. Instead of
focusing on all that needs to be done - Mary is just focused on Jesus. Martha explodes in
frustration and hurt. (Martha throws her to-do list in the air and rushes over to Jesus)

Martha: (1o Jesus - with an air of frustration) Can we have a WORD, please, Jesus? (The two
of them move away - toward the center of the stage - Martha picks up the clipboard as she
moves into place)

Martha: Don’t get me wrong - I am soooooo glad that you are here. And that all your friends
are with you. I am happy for you to get some rest. But it’s kind of a lot to host all these people -
and there’s so much to be done and I’'m overwhelmed and MARY is not helping me at all!
Look at this list! (showing Jesus the clipboard) So I need you to tell her to stop sitting there

listening to you and HELP me!



Jesus (takes the clipboard from Martha): Martha, Martha - you have so much going on - you
are worried about so many things - I totally get it...just look at all of this. (Taking Martha's list
and examining it) You are trying to do too much on your own. Sigh...Only one thing matters.
Just focus on one single thing at a time. That’s all Mary is doing- and I won’t make her choose
differently. But I hope you might choose differently. (Jesus hands the list back to Martha and

returns to his seat)

Martha: (Looking at the audience) In a world of constant distraction, Jesus just gently invited
me to focus on the one thing. To choose what matters - and not try to do everything on my own.

Can I do it? Can you?

END Scene



