
Nomination for the Brethren Historical Committee 

The staff of Organizational Resources through the Brethren Historical Library and 
Archives (BHLA) nominates Dr. Stephen Longenecker for a second, four-year term on 
the Committee, beginning July 1, 2024.  Committee members are eligible to serve up to 
two four-year terms on the Committee, with at least one year off the Committee before 
being eligible to serve again.  If approved, Dr. Longenecker would complete his term on 
June 30, 2028.  

Dr. Longenecker is a member of the Bridgewater Church of the Brethren, in the 
Shenandoah District.  He is a Professor of History, Emeritus, from Bridgewater College, 
having retired in 2021.  Dr. Longenecker has published seven books related to American 
religious history, including his latest, Pulpits of the Lost Cause: The Faith and Politics of 
Former Confederate Chaplains during Reconstruction, published in 2023. 

The Brethren Historical Committee serves to enhance the interest in and study of Church 
of the Brethren history. It works at that purpose in the following ways: 

1. Stimulate interest in Brethren history
2. Provide suggestions of publications on Brethren history
3. Encourage historical research and suggest subjects to researchers
4. Encourage the study of Brethren history by students and others
5. Initiate and conduct historical research on behalf of the church
6. Provide guidance for general policies for the operation of the BHLA
7. Serve as advisory/consultative group for the BHLA director

Current membership on the Brethren Historical Committee: 

Stephen Longenecker: first term concludes June 30, 2024, unless approved by MMB 

Tim Binkley: first term concludes June 30, 2025 

Kelley Brenneman: second term concludes June 30, 2026 

Denise Kettering-Lane: second term concludes June 30, 2027 
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