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The prodigal son who can't come home 
If he hadn't gone to church with that Brethren girl and discovered 

pacifism, David Hemler might not have spent the past three decades 

of his life in exile. Was the sacrifice worth it? Find out what this rela

tively unknown conscientious objector has dealt with since he 

walked away from his military post and followed his conscience. 

A ministry of restoration in Los Angeles 
As congregations in the midst of a traditionally rural denomination, 

Brethren churches in the cities can sometimes feel overlooked and 

even neglected. But like all congregations, urban Brethren churches 

have joys, strengths, and struggles. There is much to learn from them. 

Are we 'morning-after' Brethren? 
It's not so difficult to understand Jesus' command that we love one 

another, but it can be next to impossible to put it into practice, as 

even his earliest followers discovered. Are we that much different 

from them? 

Rethinking church 
In an era where the church has largely lost its authority in the sur

rounding culture, is having more people attend more church events 

the most effective way to share the good news of the gospel? Might 

there be another way? 
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FromthePublisher 

B lessings of the new year to you. 
No need to break out the party hats and noisemakers, however. I'm 

talking about the new Christian year, which begins with Advent. During this 
first half of the Christian year, we follow the life of Jesus, from birth to resur
rection and ascension, and all the way to Pentecost. 

WENDY MCFADDEN 
PUBLISHER 

For many people, it's traditional to stay up until mid
night on New Year's Eve in order to welcome the new 
year. After all, who would want to miss the auspicious 
tick of the clock from 11:59 to 12:00? For the Christian 
year it's also about being awake: "Therefore, keep 
awake-for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 
cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep 
when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say 
to all: Keep awake" (Mark 13:35-37). That apocalyptic 
text comes from the Gospel reading for the first 
Sunday of Advent. 

This is hardly the stuff of jingle bells. Apparently we 
should take this arrival-this advent-pretty seriously. "Awakening is not about 
busying ourselves and filling the schedule with religious events," writes Sandy 
Bosserman in Awake, the Brethren Press Advent devotional. 

There is much in the world to make us lethargic and anesthetized-or over
whelmed and paralyzed. How do we shake off our drowsiness and stay awake? 
Instead of consuming things, we can consume the scripture readings of the 
season, our "new year" texts. We can ponder the paradox that the end-times 
are all times and all times are the end-times, as Diana Butler Bass notes. 
"Christ will return, yet Christ has already come." We can look at the world 
with the alertness of God's presence rather than the jadedness of our culture. 

Sandy Bosserman asks: "What do we mean when we say: "Wake up!"? Is the 
world a better place for our being awake?" Good questions to ask ourselves, as 
we stand on the threshold of this new year. 
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Celebrating the circle of life in Iowa 

ACelebration of Heifer International at Peace Church of the Brethren in Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, kicked off with an intergenerational worship service on Oct. 12 using resources from Heifer 
International's Animal Crackers, wrote pastor Laura Leighton-Harris in a report to Newsline. 

"We opened our service with a clip of 'The Circle of Life' from The Lion King. Our youth and adults brought 
the Litany of Praise to life with their various animal sounds and movements. 'Noah' shared his story and the 
youth asked him for some animals to give to folks in other countries. Our youth handed out the arks and calen
dars during the offering time. 'All Creatures of Our God and King' and 'All Things Bright and Beautiful' were a 
few of our hymns." 

A display table in the church's fellowship hall brings awareness of the program for groups who use the church 
facility and for those attending rummage sales, she added. A jar made by late members of the congregation, Jane 
Nelson and Toots Conaway, was set out for donations. Church member Anne Brooks and her students made a 
variety of animal bracelets, key chains, and bookmarks for sale, with the money raised going to Heifer. Other 
fundraisers include a raffle for one of the plush animals around Christmas time, and a youth donation can at the 
Annual Trunk or Treat on Oct. 31. 

"In November, after our collections of the arks and the other donations, the next 
fun part will be in selecting the animals for the individuals and families all around the 
world," she reported. "We have many in our congregation for whom Heifer is very spe
cial and meaningful." 

Animal Crackers is a free educational resource and fundraising program to help children, youth 
and adults see themselves as part of the global family and gain a deeper appreciation of the 
ways in which Heifer helps people, animals and plants live in harmony as God's good creation. 
It is available at https://shop.heifer.org/animal-crackers-chrisitan-kit-2013.html. 

by the numbers 

Dollar amount, in 

millions, allocated by the 
Church of the Brethren 
Mission and Ministry 

Board at their October 
meeting for expanded 

crisis response in Nigeria 
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Veggies aplenty in Indiana 
A children's garden at Middlebury (Ind.) Church of the Brethren 
was featured in the Goshen (Ind.) News June 27. "The children of the 
Middlebury Church of the Brethren's garden are yielding vegetables 
that are being used for salads in a local outreach and at the local food 
bank," the newspaper reported. 
"In the spring, the children 
planted a garden that contained a 0 

multitude of vegetables, including 
asparagus, carrots, lettuce, and 
cucumbers .... Once a month, 
the church takes a meal to a local 
retirement community as a way 
to share food and fellowship. The 
remainder of the lettuce is given 
to the local food bank." 

Phoning it in 
"Why are there cell phones on the pul
pit?" asks an article by Dawn Blackmon 
in the Illinois and Wisconsin District 
newsletter. The answer is that Cham
paign (Ill.) Church of the Brethren has 
begun keeping home-bound members 
in the loop through a "telephone ser
vice" in which cell phones help absent 
members attend in real time. "This past 
winter, when a IO-inch snowfall kept 
some members away, they were called 
on their phones, and so were able to lis
ten to the service," Blackmon reported. 
"Along with keeping temporarily home
bound members engaged in church 
activities, this service has the added 
benefit of being free. God has provided 
all the tools we need to help his people 
come together to worship!" 

Golf helps district 
"Thank you for your continued sup
port," said the Middle Pennsylvania 
District newsletter, reporting that 
approximately $10,000 was raised for 
the district ministries and Camp Blue 
Diamond by the Brethren Open Golf 
Tournament on Aug. 12 at Iron Masters 
Golf Course near Roaring Spring, Pa. 
"Despite some rain showers, 94 golf
ers enjoyed 18 holes of golf followed 
by a meal at Albright 
Church of the Breth-
ren Fellowship 
Hall served and 
donated by Ann's 
TDR Catering." 

}. 

Lititz Church supports Nigerian Brethren 
Lititz (Pa.) Church of the Brethren has donated $17,000 to the EYN Compassion Fund, responding to the 
needs of Nigerian Brethren affected by insurgent violence. The congregation has announced its commit
ment to raise a total of $50,000 for the fund, according to the Global Mission and Service office. The Lititz 
Church is just one of the congregations across the Church of the Brethren that have held fundraisers and 
donation drives to aid the Nigerian church and its people, following an Annual Conference resolution stat
ing support of the American church for the Nigerian Brethren. 
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Remembered 
Irven Stern, 86, first principal and 
founder of Kulp Bible School (now Kulp 
Bible College) and former Church of the 
Brethren district executive, died Oct. 
20 at the Cedars in McPherson, Kan. 
Along with his late wife, Pattie, Stern was 
a missionary in Nigeria 1954-1962. He •-..m.--• \' 

served pastorates in Kansas, Oklahoma, Colorado, Iowa, and 
California. The Sterns were district co-executives of the Pacific 
Southwest District from 1985 to 1993. Stern also co-authored 
Invitation to Adventure: A 12-Week Study/ Action Course on 
Church Growth. 

Stern married Pattie Bittinger in 1950. She preceded him in 
death in 2006. He was an active member of McPherson (Kan.) 
Church of the Brethren, and even after a debilitating stroke in 
2008 left him unable to walk or communicate verbally, he still 
attended church regularly. In 1991, the Sterns were honored by 
McPherson (Kan.) College with the Alumni Citation of Merit 
for service to profession, community, church, and college. He 
has three children: Gayle Bartel, Susan Boyer, and Gary Stern. 

Charles M. Bieber, 95, who served as moderator of the Church 
of the Brethren Annual Conference in 
1977 and was a former mission worker 
in Nigeria as well as a former Church 
of the Brethren district executive, died 
Sept. 27. He and his wife, Mary Beth, 
served as Church of the Brethren mis
sion workers in Nigeria 1950-1963. He 
worked as a district executive minister 
in Northern Indiana District 1978-1986. He also served pastorates 
in Nebraska and Pennsylvania, and was pastor emeritus at Ephrata 
(Pa.) Church of the Brethren. 

In addition to moderating Annual Conference, his volunteer 
leadership in the denomination included a term on the former 
General Board, participation in an Annual Conference study 
committee on world missions, service on the board of trustees 
of Juniata College in Huntingdon, Pa., and membership on the 
board of the Disaster Relief Auction. He also wrote articles for 
MESSENGER and published two books, a history of the Ephrata 
Church titled Keeping the Embers Aglow, and an autobiography, 
Around the World in Eighty Years. 

Anne Haynes Price Fike, a psychotherapist and a leader 
with the Church of the Brethren program Children's Disaster 
Services (CDS), died July 17. She passed away at her home at 
Brethren Hillcrest Homes, a Church of the Brethren retirement 
community in La Verne, Calif. She was a licensed marriage and 
family therapist, and practiced with Saddleback Pediatric Med
ical Group in Mission Viejo, Calif., for 15 years as an adjunct 
psychotherapist in parenting, learning disability evaluations, 
and primary intervention. Early in her career she served at La 
Verne (Calif.) Church of the Brethren as Christian education 
director, and as dean of women at La Verne College, which is 
now the University of La Verne. In 2006, she was presented the 

West-Whitelow Award from the Bridgewater College Alumni 
Association acknowledging her tireless dedication and commit
ment to humanity. 

Wilbur E. Mullen, 96, of Greenville, Ohio, died October 12. 
A lifelong member of the Church of the 
Brethren, Mullen participated in volun
teer work camps in Europe and Civilian 
Public Service. He became an ordained 
minister in 1954, and worked in various 
capacities in Europe and in the US with 
Brethren Volunteer Service and on the 
Brethren Service Commission, World 
Ministries Commission of the Church of 
the Brethren General Board in Elgin, Ill., 
before moving to Greenville in 1972 to join the administration 
at the Brethren Retirement Community, where he served until 
his retirement in 1983. In 2010, Mullen was named Outstanding 
Senior Citizen of Darke County, and was inducted into the Ohio 
Senior Citizens Hall of Fame the following year. 

Yvonne (Von) James, a General Board employee for 23 
years, passed away Aug. 21, 2014. Von began her employ-
ment with the General Board in March 1962, serving first as a 
secretary for Central Office Services and for Parish Ministries 
Commission. She served as administrative assistant for World 
Ministries Commission for 13 years, until her retirement in 
1985. She was also active with Womaen's Caucus, where she 
served on the Steering Committee and as editor of "Femailings" 
newsletter for 10 years. She was a member of the Highland 
Avenue Church of the Brethren in Elgin, Ill. 

Donald Link, 81, died July 1. He and his wife, Nancy, served 
as Church of the Brethren mission workers in Nigeria 1966-1972, 
and also did volunteer service in the United States on a Navajo 
reservation. He was a member of Lebanon Church of the Breth
ren in Shenandoah District. His wife, Nancy, survives him. 

Channie Bell Johnson, 81, of South Elgin, Ill., passed away 
on Aug. 24. She served as a receptionist at the Church of the 
Brethren General Offices in Elgin, Ill., for several years in the 
1970s. She also had worked at Oak Crest Residential Home on 
State Street in Elgin for many years. 

Wayne B. Zook, 86, who twice served on the former General 
Board of the Church of the Brethren and was a family physician 
for 39 years in Wenatchee, Wash., passed away Sept. 9. Zook 
served on the former General Board from 1963-69, and again 
from 1972-73. During the 1970s and 1980s he was active_in the 
church at the district and denominational levels. Zook attended 
Manchester College in North Manchester, Ind., and while in 
college volunteered as a Heifer Project "seagoing cowboy" for 
two trips, taking livestock by ship to war-ravaged Poland. He 
attended medical school at Indiana University. While there 
he married Evelyn Johnson in 1950. He was a member of 
Wenatchee Brethren-Baptist Church, and was active in many 
professional medical associations. He was named Washington 
State Family Physician of the Year in 1982. 
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Reflections 

Disagreement breeds harmony? 

Recently, I saw some words that might 
cause the spines of many in the Church of 
the Brethren to stiffen in fear and anxiety: "the gift 

of disagreement." 
A gift? Heavens, no! We see how disagTeement is handled 

in the world, in our public institutions, in our homes, and 
even in our churches. All too often, the picture is downright 
ugly. When disagreement arises, each side can feel threat

SONJA GRIFFITH 

ened or even disrespected. 
Disagreement can arouse fears in us 

not only about the possibility that we 
may need to change our minds about 
something, but it can also stir deep
seated anxiety about our own worth, 
our own standing in the human com
munity, and even with our God. 

We almost instinctively leap into 
defensive mode to "prove" our point, 
to "prove" we are right. Some have 
gone to incredible and awful lengths 

out of the belief that they are in the right, even if their judg
ments lead to cruelty and killing. 

A gift of disagreement? Hardly! And yet, there it was, the 
title at the top of my daily devotion guide, called Inward, Out
ward, from the Church of the Savior for Sunday, August 17. 

The image most of us conjure up when it comes to the king
dom of God shows everyone in agreement. There is no mourn
ing or crying, there is not even disagreement. In our churches, 
homes, and institutions, and even among the world's peoples, 
we find in such a vision a state of complete harmony. 

My vision has changed over time, however. I have come to 

The second requirement is a deep and abiding respect for 
our brothers and sisters-the kind of respect that is described 
in Colossians 3:12-17. Such loving respect does not require 
agreement in all things in order to be true and beautiful. And 
with such love, we can be calm and peaceful and wholeheart
ed in our regard for these children of God. We can state our 
opinions and ideas with quiet grace. 

The third requirement is an eagerness to learn and to 
expand our minds and hearts. God can speak to us in ways 
we've never imagined- perhaps even from the mouths of 
those with whom we disagree. 

Could it be, then, that disagreement actually might be 
considered a gift? If so, what gifts can disagreement can offer 
us? If we use our "indoor voices" in humility, respect, love, 
and eagerness to learn, here are a few: 

• More compelling knowledge of what the deepest hopes 
and desires of our brothers and sisters are, as expressed 
by their stated convictions. 

• The chance to add new dimensions to our faith and the 
faith of our brothers and sisters. We may gain new per
spectives, and come to a better understanding of why 
we think what we think. We may become more tender 
and gracious as we interact. The same may happen for 
our brothers and sisters as well! 

• And the possibility of having an even deeper and more 
vital relationship with these sisters and brothers, based 
on who they truly are, not just on a facade presented to 
the world. 

I have discovered that, far from being "contaminated" by 
disagreement, I am enriched in my own mind and heart if 

I have discovered that, far from being "contaminated" by 
disagreement, I am enriched in my own mind and heart if 
the disagreement is handled w ell. 

think that perhaps the kingdom of God has to do not so much 
with whether or not we agree as it does with how we handle 
disagreement. 

The first requirement for handling disagreement in a way 
that would bring about this vision is humility. Sometimes it 
seems we need to be reminded that we are not God, and also 
that God might even use disagreement to enlarge our under
standing of who God is. Furthermore, even in disagreement, we 
must remember that each of us has worth as a child of God. 
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the disagreement is handled well. Many times, my faith has 
been strengthened and my life made better by the exchange 
of ideas and thoughts, hopes and dreams, and visions for our 
beloved Lord. 

Today, when I hear about "the gift of disagreement," I say 
a resounding "Absolutely! li! 

Sonja Griffith is district executive for the Western Plains District of the Church 

of the Brethren. This essay f irst appeared in her "I was just thinking" column in 

the Aug. 21 issue of The Shepherd's Voice, the dist rict's monthly newsletter. 



"Where is the Love? The Love is in us, 
among us, and shared between us when we 
all come together to worship and praise our 
God across ethnic and cultural boundaries." 

-Don Mitchell, director of church development and evangelism, Atlant ic 
Northeast District, Church of the Brethren 

"My vocation as a scholar and as a 
Christian is to get at the truth. That means 
I need to avoid falling so deeply in love 
with my own opinions that I prefer holding 
them, even when they are erroneous, to 
being corrected." 

-Robert P. George, McCormick professor of 
jurisprudence at Princeton University 

"The gospel is not meant for personal 
consumption. It is meant to be passed 
along." 

-Samuel Sarpiya, pastor of Rockford (Ill.) Community Church of the Brethren 
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~ ► Today 7 out of 10 of 
lfr"" the world's inhabit

ants can read the Bible != cu .... 
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in their own language on 
a digital device, thanks 
to partnerships between 
You Version and more than 
150 Bible publishers and 
translation agencies. The 
You Version Bible App offers 
1,000 translations of the Bi
ble. Rare languages reached 
through You Version's app 
include Huilliche (2,000 
speakers in Chile), Samoan 
(1,140 speakers in Fiji), and 
Arna ( 480 speakers in Papua 
New Guinea). 

► Indigenous peoples 
have a role to play in the 
struggle against climate 
change, indigenous faith 
leaders said during a panel 
at the Interfaith Summit 
on Climate Change held at 
the Church Center for the 
United Nations in New York 
City in September. As those 
gathered at the Church 
Center listened to the words 
of three indigenous leaders, 
the General Assembly of the 
United Nations was holding 

theBuzz 
the first World Conference 
on Indigenous Peoples at the 
UN headquarters across the 
street. The panel discussion 
formed part of the Interfaith 
Summit on Climate Change 
jointly hosted by the World 
Council of Churches and Re
ligions for Peace in advance 
of the Sept. 23 UN Climate 
Summit. 

► Evangelism in new 
contexts was the focus of 
a meeting Sept. 28 to Oct. 1 
in Atlanta, Ga., involving the 
World Council of Churches 
and the North American 
councils of churches. The 
meeting, titled ''.Joint Ecu
menical Reflection on Evan
gelism in North America," 
focused on understanding 
evangelism anew in light of 
rapidly changing cultural 
contexts in North America. 
"Without exception;' said 
James Winkler, general sec
retary of the National Coun
cil of Churches in the US, 
"we all agreed this to be an 
urgent matter at a time when 
so many are falling away 
from their faith in Christ." 
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The Church of the Brethren has been 
blessed with many role models for peace
making: Andrew Cordier, Enten Eller, Art and 

Peggy Gish, and our determined volunteers in Christian 
Peacemaker Teams. Added to them are our quiet heroes in 
Brethren Volunteer Service, missionaries on the field, and 
faithful members who live peacefully, day by day. 

But recently I learned about another peacemaker who's 
been living undercover for the past 30 years. Even his friends 
and family had no idea of his whereabouts-or ifhe was even 
alive. 

In the early 1980s, David Hemler was reared in a home 
where his mother was Brethren and his father Catholic. Al
though the family attended mass on Sundays, they occasion-
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ally visited his mother's church, the Gettysburg (Pa.) Church 
of the Brethren. 

Upon entering high school, David felt pressure to make a 
decision about his career goals. He enjoyed geography, but 
doubted that he could find a job in that area. 

That changed, however, when military recruiters hosted a 
rock concert at his high school. They explained to the student 
body how enlisting in the Air Force entitled soldiers to free 
university education: GI's could take courses evenings and 
weekends, then move into civilian life prepared for lucrative 
positions. 

Five months before his 18th birthday, David visited the 
recruiters' office. There, he chose six years of service because 
it allowed more time to complete a degree and provided a 



higher salary. Because he was still a minor, his mother had to 
sign the contract for him. 

A week after his enlistment, David met a vibrant young 
woman from the Palmyra (Pa.) Church of the Brethren. Today 
he calls her "Layla" to protect her identity. 

On their first date, Layla asked David about his plans for 
the future. He told her he enlisted in the Air Force. In the 
course of conversation, Layla shared her plans to enter Breth
ren Volunteer Service because she was a pacifist. Knowing 
little about pacifism, David accompanied her to the Palmyra 
Church of the Brethren. There they attended youth meetings 
and worship services together. 

In Layla's church, David saw faith through a different lens: 
Though history classes at school championed generals and 
battles won by armies, in her church, humble heroes work
ing for peace were extolled as role models: Dan West and the 
Heifer Project, M.R. Zigler and On Earth Peace, sister Anna 
Mow's work in India, and Ted Studebaker, a Brethren Volun
teer Service worker killed in Vietnam while working the land 
with farmers. 

Before long, David and Layla were engaged to be married. 
"Pacifism, adult baptism, and the church's style of worship 

were new to me, but they felt so right," says David. "Layla 
didn't try to convert me to pacifism. Nor did she condemn 
me for my prior enrollment in the Air Force. Rather. I began 
to think for myself. I was impressed with a faith that ignored 
the vengeful ways of the Old Testament and revered Jesus' 
teachings of peaceful co-existence in the New Testament. I 
learned there are alternatives to war when solving problems, 
and wanted to build up society, not destroy it. More and more, 
I regretted my decision to join the Air Force. 

"My pacifist girlfriend turned my world around com
pletely," he continues. "Before Layla, I didn't know one 
could be a pacifist. After I met her, I wanted to break my 

contract with the Air Force so we could get married and do 
volunteer work together." 

Basic Training and Deployment 

After graduation, David left for Lackland Air Force Base in 
Texas. There he was trained for the top secret Russian pro
gram and assigned a job in electronic surveillance. He wanted 
to begin university classes but was told to concentrate on his 
Russian studies, instead. 
In the meantime, every day he encountered his work, he felt 
the chasm between his job and the peaceful way of life that he 
learned from Layla. She had changed his manner of thinking. 

David considered leaving the Air Force, but consequences 
would involve not only a dishonorable discharge, but a pos
sible prison sentence. Leaving might also create problems 
finding future employment. He thought about asking his 
grandfather, who owned a supermarket chain, to help him 
start a store. David also considered asking the Church of the 
Brethren to help him make the transition by assigning him a 
placement in BVS. 

In the meantime, he looked for an affordable apartment to 
live in after he and Layla were 
married. Unfortunately, on 
the day he'd put money down 
on an apartment, Layla 
called and cancelled their 
wedding. She decided she 
could not marry a soldier 
and live on Air Force 
bases. 

David agonized over 
Layla in the months that 
followed. "My brain ac
cepted it, but my heart 
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didn't;' he says today. "What we had couldn't be replaced that 
easily." 
Soon after, David was deployed to Augsburg, Germany. There 
he was placed in training for a high security position. 

Germany was the reprieve he needed. Today, he says, "The 
Germans took care of each other. They had free university 
education and health care. Everywhere I went, I saw T-shirts 
with pictures of soldiers killing people and the question, 
'WHY?"' 

David began searching for a peace church. "The Germans 
didn't understand my question," he says. "The concept of a 
church that preaches that Jesus wants its young sons to kill 
others and die in his name was completely alien to them." 

David became involved with a Methodist youth group. In 
their meetings, they discussed the threat of Pershing nuclear 
missiles being deployed on the border between East and West 
Germany. At one point, some in the group decided to join a 
demonstration involving thousands of people encircling two 
cities. 

Back on base, David followed protocol and asked his chief 
officer's permission to join his youth group in the demonstra
tion, but he was strongly encouraged to stay home. 

"The autumn of 1984 was not a time of peace," he says. 
"I spent many sleepless nights thinking about the millions, 
mostly civilians, being slaughtered in what some, ironically, 
called the Cold War. Back home, we were told the end of 
World War II meant a long period of peace and prosperity, but 
if you counted the number of deaths and countries involved, 
it was hard to believe the Second World War had ended. New 
fighting erupted in Vietnam, Indonesia, Greece, Korea, Al
geria, etc. It was perpetrated by the USSR, the United States, 
Great Britain, France, Holland, and other countries." 

He continues, "Most deaths after World War II affected 
people with origins outside the West. Often, the world's 
mightiest nations armed forces in underdeveloped countries 
rather than sending their own soldiers. 

"Nor could I understand why skin color made any differ-
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ence. Didn't Asian and African mothers mourn the deaths of 
their children as much as Caucasian mothers? Was there re
ally any difference between the US sending its own troops to 
invade a country or the US arming terrorists in poor countries 
to do the same?" 

The cost of war, he continues, caused the nation's debt to 
rise enormously. "Trillions of dollars were invested in nuclear 
weapons. How much was that per person? What was the rea
son for all this buildup? 

"Soviet and American nuclear missiles, during that time, 
could annihilate all major human settlements-95 percent of 
the human population-200 times over. What was the point 
of building so many nuclear weapons and forcing taxpayers 
to empty their wallets on that rather than paying for decent 
housing, health care, and college education for their children? 
Why did we build a wall of missiles through the middle of 
Germany, gravely offending our German friends? We already 
had the capacity to delete any country with the simple press 
of a few buttons." 

The military or his conscience? 

David was not the only one harboring these concerns. Peace 
churches back in the US were asking the same questions. 

In the meantime, David's fellow soldiers told him that an 
early discharge would likely not happen before his six years 
expired. It felt very harsh to him. While most respected his 
pacifism, none would discuss it with him. He felt abandoned. 

He knew that if he opted for the military, he could not be 
true to his pacifist beliefs and continue the work he was doing. 
Nor would his binding contract allow him to change direc
tion. On the other hand, if he chose to follow his conscience, 
he would suffer consequences. David's involvement with a 
church that proclaimed New Testament pacifism weighed 
heavily upon his conscience. In the face of adversity, the early 
Brethren modeled pacifism and did not retaliate against their 
assailants, even under persecution. 

He spent long hours considering what to do. If he chose 



the military, he would sacrifice his soul, but to save his 
psyche, he might have to leave. Whatever his decision, he 
would pay dearly. 

The conundrum catapulted him into depression. He had 
trouble eating and sleeping. His obligation to the Air Force 
stood antithetical to his beliefs. Embroiled in a battle with his 
conscience, he felt he was living a lie. 

At work one day, David passed out. Later, when speaking 
with his commanding officer, he told him about his decision to 
become a conscientious objector. He cited his studies, his dis
cussions with others, and his involvement in a peace church. 

In response, David was sent to a psychiatrist and scolded 
sharply for not reporting his health history. 

Eventually, with three years of service remaining, David 
was transferred to another location. His angst was further 
compounded when his church friends were no longer avail
able to support him. Thus, he hesitated to seek counseling and 
withdrew into isolation. His struggle involved discerning who 
his final authority should be: The military or his conscience. 
Whatever his decision, it involved an entanglement of emo
tions that would result in definitive consequences. 

David's concerns had been expressed by many in the peace 
churches back home, but he was 4,000 miles away . . . and 
alone. Thus, the real war for David took place not on the 
ground, but in his heart and conscience. 

Flight 

On Thursday, September 28, 1984, David withdrew the sav
ings in his account from his cancelled wedding. The next day, 
he packed a small bag and left base. Taking a highway north, 
he hitchhiked to Copenhagen. His documents indicated his 
status as "American military personnel," which allowed him 
travel privileges in NATO countries without a passport or 
visa. To protect his identity, he assumed the pseudonym, Hans 
Schwarz, names he borrowed from two of his church friends 
in Augsburg. 

Though his papers did not allow entrance to Sweden, 
citizens of Nordic countries enjoy visa-free travel between 

principalities. Thus, custom checks are limited. That Sunday 
he arrived in Stockholm. 

Moving on to Uppsala, David located a sympathetic min
ister who agreed to assist him. The pastor counseled David 
and contacted local authorities who helped him with daily 
needs and securing a residence permit. Shortly after his ar
rival, David was enrolled in language lessons and a school for 
immigrants. An erudite young man, he learned the language 
quickly. He refrained from contacting his family for fear of 
repercussions. 

Some time later, he checked the US Air Force website and 
discovered himself on the Ten Most Wanted Fugitives list. He 
dared not contact anyone without risk of discovery and pos
sible imprisonment. Thus, he chose to remain silent. 

Back in the US, David's family was heartsick. His mother 
sought counsel from her pastor, who comforted her with the 
words, "Remember, Nancy, there is no place where God is 
not." His father met with Senator John Heinz in Washington, 
D.C., to request a Senate investigation. When that did not 
occur, he flew to Germany in 1985 with his nephew, a former 
state policeman with experience in investigation. But their 
search was fruitless. 

Thus, David was "wanted" on two accounts: 1) on "matters 
of security," and 2) the love of his family. 

In the ensuing years, David worked part-time jobs while 
learning the Swedish language and customs. Because Swe
den provides free education for its residents, the university 
allowed him entrance. Working evenings, summers, and 
weekends, he studied at the University ofUppsala, earning 
two degrees-a bachelor's and a master's-in human geogra
phy and statistics. In an ironic twist, the degrees he had been 
promised when he enlisted in the Air Force had finally come 
to fruition in Sweden. 

After graduation, he worked for the university. Later, he was 
hired as a statistician for the Swedish government. In time, he 
married a woman from Thailand and they had a family. 

For the next 28 years, David told no one about his origins, 
not even his wife and children. On the Internet he searched· 
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obituaries for his parents, but prayed he wouldn't find them. 
He wondered what Thom, his younger brother, was do-
ing. The church and his old identity loomed in the shadows, 
slowly receding from memory. 

As the years passed, David secretly yearned for his family. 
His parents were aging, and he feared they might die before 
he saw them again. 

Still, he had no choice except to remain silent. 

May 12, 2012 

David had been homesick for his American family. He wanted 
to tell them he was alive, and to celebrate, assuming they 
could, after his long silence. 

First, he dialed his Aunt Kandy. He needed to know if his 
family was angry because of the sorrow he brought them. 
His worst nightmare would be contacting them, only to be 
rejected. 

Kandy, a judge in Pennsylvania today, spoke to the stranger 
with guarded skepticism. She wanted to ask questions to as
certain his identity, but deferred to Thom. Thom would know 
what to ask him. 

When Thom called David, he was ready with obscure ques
tions that only his brother could answer. Surprisingly, David 
responded with accuracy on every one. 

The brothers lapsed into conversation. Where had David 
been? Did he have a family? What happened during the years 
he was gone? Their conversation was animated, warm, and 
friendly. 

With David's identity confirmed, Thom called their mother. 
"Mom," he said, "your son is alive and well!" At first, Nancy 
thought that Thom had had a close call in an accident. Thom 
continued. "Not me, Mom! I'm talking about your other son
David!" 

The next morning, on May 13, 2012, David dialed his parents. 
Expecting the call, Frank answered while Nancy scrambled 

to another room to grab an extension. She recalls thinking, "Is 
this really happening or am I dreaming? Oh, God is so good!" 
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Shortly thereafter, Frank and Nancy boarded a plane to 
Sweden to connect with their "Prodigal" son. During their 
visit, they met David's wife, plus three grandchildren whom 
they didn't know they had, and graciously welcomed them 
into their family. 

Newspapers around the world picked up the family's story 
oflove and contrition. Thom alerted the media. "Our immedi
ate reaction was joy, with little room for anger," Thom said. 
"Twenty-eight years ago we thought we'd lost him forever. His 
coming back is just a blessing. We're only interested in today 
and tomorrow, not the past." 

In 2013, the extended Hemler family travelled to Sweden to 
celebrate David's soth birthday. Nancy hosted a "This Is Your 
Life" party to celebrate the occasion. When guests arrived, 
they had no idea what was about to unfold. Upon hearing his 
story, one of David's economics professors and several friends 
took the microphone to fill in missing years for his parents. 
Another professor said he saw something deeper in David but 
could never quite identify it. All thought very highly of him. 

Thus, "David Hemler: Wanted;' walked into his soth 

birthday as "Hans Schwarz" and emerged as "David Hemler: 
Pacifist"-free to be himself, at last. 

Things have come full circle for David. Because he lost 30 
years with his American family, he dos not take his Swedish 
family for granted. He spends evenings and weekends enjoy
ing his children, and Skypes weekly with his parents in the 
US. He can never come to his homeland again, but "home" can 
come to him in the form of visits from his family. 

Today, David espouses pacifism in the Anabaptist tradition 
even more ardently than in his youth. He has counted the cost 
and lived out its consequences as a matter of conscience. His 
witness for peace has affected his life profoundly. li! 

Jeanne Jacoby Smith is Professor Emerita of English and Teacher Education at 

McPherson College in Kansas. A member of the McPherson First Church of the 

Brethren, she is actively involved in Outreach programs in her church. In addition to 

serving Brethren Colleges Abroad in Japan and India, she and her husband, Herb, 

have led many travel-study and service trips for students and alumni of the college. 



W hat is lost can be found. What is broken 
can be made whole. What is damaged can be 
restored. At a Church of the Brethren congrega

tion in East Los Angeles, Calif., the gospel of Jesus is being pro
claimed as the gospel of restoration. 

Restoration Los Angeles (Restora
tion LA or RLA) Church aims to live 
out its name, seeking the restoration of 
its neighborhood, trying to transform a 
community marred by poverty, alcohol
ism, and broken families. In the past 

Jennifer Hosler 

STORIES FROM THE CITIES 

four years, Restoration LA has also found its own renewal, mov
ing out of decline and finding new life and vision for ministry. 

Hospitality in East Los Angeles 

My brief journey alongside Restoration LA occurred for a few 
days at the end of March and early April. 
RLA folks showed me warm and friendly 
hospitality from the start of my trip to 
its finish. Sisters and brothers took care 
of all of my needs for lodging, food, and 
transportation. Two church members met 
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me in Santa Ana to retrieve me from the Pacific 
Southwest District's Intercultural Gathering. 
Jody and Vanessa Romero hosted me in their 
home, a joyful and bustling household with five 
children. I was fed tostadas and good southern 
California burgers, and was heartily welcomed 
to the church by all. 

My visit included worshiping with RLA 
sisters and brothers and conducting several 
group interviews of church members. The group 
interviews could fondly be called "meeting and 
eating," since all of them took place in the Romero home (at the 
church's parsonage) with great food and conversation. "Meet
ing and eating" times were scheduled with the leadership team 
(elders and deacons), a group of women, and several youth. 
One-on-one interviews with pastor Jody Romero and deacon 
Brett Yee helped provide additional context to the vision and 
ministries of Restoration Los Angeles and the work of a new 
nonprofit organization, C3. 

In visiting Restoration LA, several themes arose out of con
versations and interviews: Jesus. Family. Restoration. Authen
ticity. Relationships. Service. 

Restoration LA is a thriving congregation that has emerged out 
of decline, is empowered by the Holy Spirit, and has been imbued 
with a vision for community transformation. RLA is focused on 
Jesus and committed to sharing the gospel to transform peoples' 
lives and relationships. Their goal is to see disciples made and 
leaders raised up in order "to see the kingdom of God advanced 
through the life of the church;' according to Romero. 

Renewing the church 

Jody and Vanessa Romero were living and serving in Ontario, 
Calif. (about 30 miles east of where they are now), when they 
began to feel called to return to the city. Jody and Vanessa grew 
up in East LA and, after their marriage, moved out to San Ber
nardino County. Their congregation at the time, Turning Point 
Church (affiliated with New Covenant Ministries International), 
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encouraged Jody and Vanessa to follow their 
call to church planting and renewal in the city. 
They moved back to East Los Angeles to pray and 
gather people for Bible studies. 

At the same time, Bella Vista Church of the 
Brethren, in East Los Angeles, was discerning its 
future. Pastor Gilbert Romero was hoping to re
tire, and the church had struggled with declining 
numbers. Conversations began between Bella 
Vista and the Romeros about Jody becoming 
the pastor. He became a licensed minister in the 

Church of the Brethren and, with only a handful of members 
left, Jody and Vanessa began to serve as leaders of Bella Vista. 

Several people followed the Romeros from Turning Point 
Church to be a part of the renewal/church plant in East LA. 
Word spread about the congregation, and folks who were new 
or returning to the area found a church home in the small 
congregation. The beginning consisted of meeting, relationship 
building, and developing a vision for the congregation in the 
neighborhood. Numbers began to increase with new members 
from the community. Slowly, more leaders were called from 
within the group as deacons and elders. After about one year 
under new leadership, the congregation decided to change its 
name to signify both its fresh start and its vision for the commu
nity: Bella Vista became Restoration Los Angeles. 

According to Jody, "Restoration Los Angeles illustrates the 
heart of God for the city, and the vision of what we have for both 
the church and the city." Today, the church consists of around 100 
people of various ethnic backgrounds including Hispanic origin, 
European origin, and a growing number of African-Americans 
and Asians. The congregation is actually more diverse than its 
immediate neighborhood, which is mostly Hispanic. 

The life and ministry of Restoration Los Angeles 

As I spoke with church leaders, a gathering of women, and a 
group of youth, the most common theme I heard about the 
church was its emphasis on following Jesus. "Jesus-focused;' 
"living Christ out in the community," "love God and love your 
neighbor": these were descriptions ofRLA's heartbeat. They 
try to follow Jesus' example and work to "see the gospel spread 
tangibly," Jody says. 

Recognizing that their community struggles with education 
and that there are no longer funds for summer school in their 
school district, Restoration LA began a summer sch9ol program 
called Accelerate, which teaches language arts, math, and "bib
lical character." The church also provides Thanksgiving meals 
and Easter baskets, runs a Dignity Closet set up like a boutique 
where people can "shop" for gently used clothing, and conducts 
a Good Friday outreach at Los Angeles Mission, where RLA 
members wash the feet of people who are homeless. 

Restoration LA's vision for outreach has also birthed a non
profit organization called C3, or Community Culture Change. 
The organization focuses primarily on meeting community 



needs and serving as a launch pad for community projects. Its 
mission is "to empower community, engage culture, and inspire 
change." The program got underway with an after-school tutor
ing program for kids from a nearby elementary school. This 
twice-weekly, three-hour program aims to help kids with home
work and also provide extra guidance in math and reading. A 
community garden project is also in the works as a partnership 
between C3, Restoration LA, and a local middle school. 

Authentic relationships and lives transformed 

When asked to describe their church in a word or phrase, many 
people say Restoration LA is "family." One girl said that her 
youth leaders clearly live out their love for the youth. "It's nice 
to see. Our youth leaders-they actually care for us," she said. 

"One of the strengths I see in Restoration is that the people 
are genuine," says deacon and youth leader Jessica Martel. 
"There are a lot of different people from [different] walks oflife, 
but when you walk through the doors, there's no expectation 
that they have to be something else- they can just be them
selves, and we celebrate peoples' differences. We don't want 
everyone to be the same." 

Several people mentioned how the support at Restoration 
Los Angeles helped heal their marriages. Many talked about 
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how the RLA community surrounds sisters and brothers in 
need, such as caring for a family when a child is born with 
Down syndrome, or when a family member dies. 

RLA and the Church of the Brethren 

While relationships within the congregation are important to 
Restoration LA, so are relationships with other churches. They 
partner across denominations locally and work internationally 
with different denominations and affiliations. And they want to 
extend their relationship-building to other Brethren congrega
tions across the Pacific Southwest District and the denomination. 

At the moment, RLA has few connections with other Breth
ren. Some of this comes from being a church composed mainly 
of people without Brethren backgrounds, and some stems from 
uncertainty about what it means to relate to a body of churches 
with theological diversity. Although most Brethren congrega
tions do not have ongoing relationships with other Brethren 
churches (aside from district events or Annual Conference), 
Restoration LA wants relationships of mutuality, fellowship, 
encouragement, envisioning, and leadership training. 

At its core, RLA emphasizes the centrality of Jesus for its life 
and ministry. Continuing the work of Jesus is something that 
draws Brethren together and is a great starting point for rela
tionships with other Brethren churches. 

Restoration LA wants people to know that there is an open 
invitation to any Brethren-or others-who would like to get to 
know them. As Vanessa stated emphatically: "You're welcome to 
come see us. Our door is open. Any Brethren who want to come 
and relate with us are welcome. We have a room ready for you. 
Come and visit!" n! 

Stories from the Cities is a project of Church of the Brethren's Congregational Life 

M inistries (CLM), presented in conjunct ion with MESSENGER. This series w ill highlight six 

urban churches from across the denomination, and is being conducted and written by 

Jennifer Hosler, licensed minister at Washington (D.C.) City Church of t he Brethren and 

community psychologist. 



Are we 
'morning-after' 

Brethren? 
by Earle Fike, Jr. 

W elcome to the morning after! For some, 
the "morning after" is often accompanied by a 
hangover and regret. But for all who treasure the 

memory of an evening love feast as important in their lives, the 
morning after is the morning after we have relived in word and 
deed one of our most cherished Church of the Brethren experi
ences of worship. We face and confess our sin, we give thanks 
for Jesus and what he has done for us, we affirm our commit
ment to him, and we leave with a desire to be better disciples. 
The lessons we relive and recommit to are central to who we 
are as a community of believers. 

Wouldn't it be nice if scripture informed us that, after the 
first upper room feast, the disciples were never the same? But 
we know different. The gospel writers tell us that during the 
upper room experience, Peter professed complete allegiance 
to Jesus, only to later deny him three times. Almost immedi
ately, a dispute arose among the disciples as to who would be 
the greatest among them-the dramatic lessons of servanthood 
so quickly overlooked. And the Gospel of John says Jesus gave 

them a new commandment: "By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you love one another as I have loved 
you." Yet the chronicles of the early church are full of disputes, 
the most threatening one in relation to whether those of Jew
ish heritage would welcome Gentiles as brother and sisters in 
Christ. Such responses to the morning after can only be seen as 
a sad loss of love feast memory. 

I sometimes see us Brethren exhibiting some of the same 
fumbling characteristics following years of love feast experi
ences. We have had a lot of time to learn with little to show for 
it. Are there not those among us more interested in using the 
right words to define Jesus than they are in serving others in his 
name? Are there not those among us more interested in who is 
acceptable in our community of faith than in remembering who 
is acceptable to Jesus? Are there not those who are more afraid 
of what someone might do to our fellowship than in how our 
fellowship might serve others if it were more inclusive? And are 
there not many among us who believe the greatest in our com
munity are those who don't upset our orthodoxy applecart? 
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Too many of us prefer not to be pressured to consider new 
light through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit because we do 
not want to face painful changes of mind necessary for grow
ing in the faith. Are there not those among us who are more 
interested in who is right and who is wrong than in how we can 
be neighborly? 

If we've answered "yes" to any of these questions, then we 
are not much different from those early disciples who expe
rienced Jesus personally, yet immediately fell short of what it 
could mean to continue to walk with Jesus ... together. 

Donald Kraybill and Kathryn Eisenbise coauthored a pam
phlet entitled "The Brethren in a Postmodern World" (Brethren 
Press). Let me share a few ways they believe we "morning after" 
Brethren are historically prepared to respond to our present 
world situation with genuine discipleship. 

First, they affirm that our Brethren roots in the New Testa
ment undergird a basic belief in practice as more important 
than dogma. There is an oft-told story about brother Rufus 
Bucher, who was once asked by a street evangelist, "Are you 
saved?" Brother Bucher replied, "Ask my hired man, my banker, 
my feed salesman, my next door neighbor, and the members of 
my family, and see what they say." That kind of answer points 
to an understanding of faith rooted in practice rather than in 
the proclamation of dogma. Indeed, it was Alexander Mack 
who said, "The brethren shall be known by the manner of their 
living." Nothing there about uniformity ofbelief. Our historic 
genetic profile is found in practice more than doctrine. 

Secondly, our commitment to no creed other than the New 
Testament points to a deep conviction about story being more 
important than creed. Kraybill and Eisenbise call this "narrative 
theology," shaped by the stories Jesus told, and affirmed by the 
stories we tell about brothers and sisters in our tradition. Along 
with the parables of Jesus, stories about Dan West, M.R. Zigler, 
Ted Studebaker, Anna Mow, and Peggy Gish have more to do 
with our Christian faith than the repetition of prescribed creeds 
or any careful resurrection of a 1923 "Brethren Card." 

Jesus himself used story to illustrate deed over creed. When 
a man asked him how to inherit eternal life, Jesus didn't say, 
"Believe in me as the Son of God." Or "Say the right words about 
me and you will be OK." After the man said that he knew he 
was supposed to love God and his neighbor, and still wanted the 
comfort of something more specific, Jesus said something like, 
"Let me tell you a story about a man who fell among thieves, 

and the Samaritan who took care of him. Be like the Samari
tan." There's nothing there about specificity or creedal words. 
Our genetic profile shows strong tendency to story as a way to 
understand faith. 

The third thing about us historically is that we find relation
ships to be more important than results. One of our Breth-
ren biblical scholars suggests that if there is anything like an 
unforgivable sin in the New Testament, it is the intentional 
fracturing of community. Another Brethren leader has said that 
we Brethren sin when we stop talking fraternally with each 
other. That is, historically we have emphasized community over 
hierarchy, and loving relationships over exclusionary decisions 
which answer our desire for comfortable uniformity. Our polity 
has tried to avoid drawing sharp lines of distinction that might 
lead to separation and has allowed for healthy ambiguity that 
encourages love for the person when disagreements arise. An 
example of this is our agreed-upon conviction that war is sin, 
and on the other hand our unwillingness to disenfranchise or, 
in parable language, to weed out and discard those who choose 
to do military service. Our genetic profile takes seriously Jesus' 
desire that we love one another as he has loved us, and let the 
Lord and Owner of the field take care of any weeding. 

Let me end with a story. The scene is at the common supper 
table at the Church of the Brethren Camp Bethel dining hall. 
While everyone is eating, a table group suddenly springs into 
a song: "We are table number, number one ... where is num
ber 4?" A table across the room answers, singing "We are table 
number four, where is number 2?" One little man at another 
table gets very excited and says to his friends, "Let's sing too!" 
To which his buddy siting next to him says, "How can we sing? 
We don't know who we are." 

We are the "morning after love feast" people. Any hangover 
we have should be a joyful song exhibiting positive discipleship 
results. We are those who, after love feast, sit at the Lord's.table 
and relive and remember who we are, and whose we are. In our 
baptismal vows, we pledge to live in keeping with the spirit and 
teaching of Jesus. From the beginning, our faith genes are in the 
right place, and when we are at our best, it is possible to sing 
whose we are in a melody that continues the walk with Jesus . . . 
together. Let it be so, Brethren! n! 

Earle Fike, Jr. , is a retired Church of the Brethren pastor and former denominational 

executive living in Bridgewater, Va. 
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For many years, Christians have operated 
under the myth that church is something 
people "come to." I suspect we adopted this myth 

innocently enough; we have a history of expressing our devotion 
to the holiness of God through the construction of beautiful 
houses of worship. God is worthy of our best, and with good 
intentions we have attempted to represent that understanding 
through the construction of beautiful church buildings. 

The problem with thinking that church is something people 
come to is that mission and ministry decisions become based 
on sustaining the institution. Our congregations have chosen 
to own property and hire paid, professional staff, so it becomes 
important that we get enough people to "come to church" to 
pay the bills. Possibly without realizing it, our mission and 
ministry becomes focused on getting people who do not have a 
church home to come to church, and in getting our own mem
bers to come to church more. 

But is this really what the church should be about-getting 
people to come to church events? In an era where the church 
has largely lost its authority in the surrounding culture and 
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where there are significant demands on people's free time, is 
having more people attend more church events the most effec
tive way to share the good news of the gospel? Or might there 
be another way? An effective demonstration of the kingdom of 
God can happen when our congregations affirm the gifts and 
career callings of our members and equip them to engage our 
communities through their career choices. 

A credible witness 
The apostle Paul does not speak to this precise circumstance 
in 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12, but I am struck by the parallels to 
our contemporary setting. Christians in Thessalonica had no 
authority in their culture. Because they were part of a reli
gious minority that was both new and small, they had none 
of the advantages that Christians in the United States take for 
granted. They had no means to protest injustices they saw in 
the world. They had no ability to shape the laws of their land 
in a way that favored Christian values. Their culture had not 
been influenced by either the rhythms or the vocabulary of 
Christian life. Non-believers weren't interested in "coming to 



church" to participate in a religion they knew nothing about. If 
the Christians in Thessalonica were going to share the gospel, 
they would have to work hard to find a creative means to do it. 

How could they share the gospel to people who weren't 
likely to be interested? One way would be in seeking to be 
credible. In the midst of a section where Paul gives several 
general instructions for faithful living in their times, he tells 
them that that they should "work with their hands" (v. 11) 
as a means of "behaving properly" (v. 12) toward outsiders. 
In other words, the Thessalonian Christians could have an 
impact on the culture around them simply by the way they 
did their jobs. By seeing themselves as the church seven days 
a week instead of seeing the church as something they came 
to once or twice a week, they could influence their highly 
secular, unchurched culture. 

A vigorous theology of vocation 
Congregations in the United States must realize that the 
church has very little authority in the world around us. People 
just aren't listening anymore, and the sooner we come to terms 
with this, the better. 

But all is not lost. Our congregations may not have the au
thority that they once did, but they can strive to gain a credibil
ity in our communities that will be hard to ignore. One way we 
can do this is by encouraging our members to see their careers 
as a vital part of their discipleship. There are many ways that we 
might do this. I'll get the conversation started here and encour
age you to continue it with your own ideas and illustrations. 

1. Some believers will be called to the set-apart 
ministry. The church should unapologetically call members 
to serve as pastors, evangelists, church planters, and mission 
workers. We used to do a better job at this; in a recent issue of 
Leadership Journal, John Ortberg shares that in "1950, 10% of 
all Phi Beta Kappa college grads became ordained clergy. Today, 
that number is less than 0.1%". Unlike other careers, ministry 
positions will not be represented at high school and college job 
fairs; calling people to ministry is squarely on our shoulders. 

2. Some believers will choose to translate their 
deep faith in Christ into a particular secular job. 
The church should not hesitate to encourage young persons 
to pursue the career of their choice and to do it in places of 
high need. We might even consider commissioning persons for 

such roles. I imagine this as a sort of permanent, paid Brethren 
Volunteer Service position. 

One example of this is serving as a teacher in an inner-city 
or impoverished rural school. Schools like these are filled with 
talented, intelligent children who live in poverty, who may be 
homeless, or who come from homes where they are dropped 
off at daycare before school, go back to daycare after school, 
then go straight to ball practice before returning home to be 
entertained by electronic devices. Teachers can make a signifi
cant difference in children's lives as positive role models. 

Teachers are not the only example here; we might also con
sider conflict mediators, doctors, nurses, and many others. 

3. Some will stay at home to raise their families. 
Stay-at-home parents play an important role in their families' 
lives, and the choice to sacrifice the challenge of a career, the 
possibilities of advancement, and income should be affirmed 
by the church. There are ample opportunities to engage in our 
families' lives while also connecting with other stay-at-home 
parents and building significant relationships with these persons. 

4. Ultimately, all believers should seek to represent 
Christ in the workplace. As our culture walks further 
away from Christ and the church, we must recognize that we 
enter the mission field every day when we go to work. Each 
person can use the relationships built in the workplace as 
opportunities to gain a credible witness for the kingdom of God. 

It will take some time to learn this new way of thinking. 
While there is still value in "coming to church;' we should re
member that ministry has always been about taking the gospel 
of Jesus Christ into the world. In his book, Matthew, Stanley 
Hauerwas says "The church is not called to be significant or 
large. The church is called to be apostolic. Faithfulness, not 
numbers or status, should be the characteristic that shapes the 
witness of the church. Indeed, it may well be the case in our 
time that God is unburdening the church so that we can again 
travel light." 

As we equip church members with a vigorous theology of 
vocation, I believe our congregations have a great opportunity 
to earn a credible witness in a world that isn't paying as much 
attention to what we profess as we would like to believe. li! 

Tim Harvey is pastor of Central Church of the Brethren in Roanoke, Va. He was 
Annual Conference moderator for the Church of the Brethren in 2012. 
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'EVN is severely damaged' 
Nigerian Brethren leader reports 

Below: Former EYN 
president Filibus 

Gwama (left) and 

Markus Gamache (right) 
meet with a local 

community leader. The 
two men are facilitating 

relocation sites and 

coordinating work with 
Brethren Disaster 

Ministries. 

Below right: Filibus 
Gwama leads prayer at 

a relocation site. 

Global Mission and Service and 
Brethren Disaster Ministries received 
reports from Samuel Dali, president of 

Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the Church of the 
Brethren in Nigeria) about the dire situation facing 
the entire EYN denomination in late September. 

Dali shared a report he gave to the Christian As
sociation of Nigeria on Sept. 2 9, enumerating losses 
experienced by EYN and warning of the possibility 
of genocide of Christians in northern Nigeria. He re
ported that terrorist attacks on some villages includ
ing places well known to Brethren-Chibok, Garkida, 
Lassa, and more-were happening weekly, with little 
or no resistance from the available security agents. 

"EYN is severely damaged by the terrorists in many 
ways," Dali wrote in a follow-up e-mail. "The whole 
Lardin Gab as, the historical center of EYN, has been 
almost destroyed. So, continue to pray so that the 
Lord can increase our faith and give the strength to 
bear the suffering." 

Dali added that he has been traveling to visit and 
help families find safe places, and to attend meetings 
since the EYN Headquarters was evacuated in August. 
He signed his e-mail, "Yours ... in deep pain." 

The EYN president's report to the Christian Associa
tion of Nigeria enumerated the denomination's losses: 
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"Today, as I am speaking, 26 out of the 50 EYN 
District Church Councils, together with its 156 local 
church council or parishes, have been closed down. 
70 out of the 156 local church councils and 21 local 
church branches have been burnt down completely. 
In addition over 2,287 houses belonging to our mem
bers have been burnt down, including their properties 
such as foodstuff. Also, we have on record: over 3,038 
of our members who have so far been killed and eight 
pastors that were also killed. In addition, 180 of our 
members have been kidnapped." 

As a result, Dali reported, 280 EYN pastors and 
evangelists are now displaced without work or any 
source of income to feed their families. They are 
among the 96,000 Nigerian Brethren who have been 
displaced "from their ancestral native lands." The 
displaced church members are now homeless, living 
as refugees in Cameroon or displaced in other parts 
of Nigerian including the states of Taraba, Adamawa, 
Gombe, Bauchi, Plateau, Nasarawa, and Abuja. 

To contribute to the relief effort in Nigeria, give to 
the Emergency Disaster Fund at www.brethren.org/ 
edf or by mail to Emergency Disaster Fund, Church 
of the Brethren, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120. To 
contribute to the Church of the Brethren mission in 
Nigeria give online at www.brethren.org/nigeria. 



Markus Gamache 

Above: EYN members helpiQg with relief effort in 
Muslim-dominated community. Right: Relief 

distribution in Michika area 

The Brethren Disaster 
Ministries staff have 
directed a number of 
grants from the Church of the 
Brethren Emergency Disaster 
Fund (EDF) to crisis situations 
around the world, as well as 
continued support for the disas
ter rebuilding project at Toms 
River, N.J. 

Heading up the list of recent 
grants are two totaling $120,000 
to support Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a 
Nigeria (EYN, the Church of the 
Brethren in Nigeria) in its ef
forts to aid people displaced by 
insurgent violence in northeast 
Nigeria. In cooperation with 
Brethren Disaster Ministries, 
EYN staff have been working to 
provide food and relief sup
plies to a large encampment of 
displaced people in the area of 
Yola, and have been develop
ing at least two pilot relocation 
sites in central Nigeria to house 
displaced families. One of the 
sites is open to the interfaith 
community and provides shelter 
for affected families from both 

Christian and Muslim back
grounds side by side. 

Brethren Disaster Ministries 
and Global Mission and Ser-
vice staff outlined a three-stage 
response to the ongoing hu
manitarian crisis in Nigeria, but a 
swiftly changing and fluid situa
tion has caused changes to plans 
made just a few weeks previous
ly. A grant of $20,000 given at the 
end of the summer was intended 
to support a pilot relocation 
project. However, with ongoing 
violence requiring a more rapid 
response, a $100,000 grant was 
given sooner than expected in 
order to move forward. 

An allocation of $40,000 
continues funding for a Breth
ren Disaster Ministries rebuild
ing project in Toms River, N.J., 
following devastation caused by 
Superstorm Sandy in October 
2012. The ministry is partnering 
with O.C.E.A.N., Inc., which is 
providing the land to build six 
single-family homes in Berkeley 
Township, N.J. 

A $10,000 grant has been 

given to the Shepherd Society 
to aid in war recovery efforts in 
Gaza. The Shepherd Society has 
a goal to help 1,000 Gazan fami
lies with a minimum of $200 per 
family. The Brethren grant will 
provide humanitarian assistance 
to 50 families devastated by war, 
providing food, medicine, and 
supplies. 

Two grants have been given in 
response to the Ebola outbreak 
in West Africa. A $15,000 grant 
was given in August to an IMA 
World Health appeal for sup
port of Ebola health workers in 
Liberia, through the Christian 
Health Association of Liberia. A 
$4,000 grant given in September 
to Church Aid in Liberia helps 
educate the public about Ebola 
to help prevent the continued 
spread of the disease. 

To support Brethren Disas
ter Ministries and the Emer
gency Disaster Fund, go to www. 
brethren.org/edf or send gifts 
to Emergency Disaster Fund, 
Church of the Brethren, 1451 
Dundee Ave., Elgin IL 60120. 

upcoming 
events 

Nov. 9 
Stewardship 
Sunday 

Nov. 19 Webinar on 
.. Just Friendship" 
with Andrew Grinnell, 

connect at www. 

brethren.org/webcasts 

Nov. 20 Webinar 
on .. Reading 
the Bible after 
Christendom" with 

Lloyd Pietersen, connect 

at www.brethren.org/ 

webcasts 

Nov. 23 Christ the 
King Sunday 

Nov.27 
Thanksgiving 

Nov.301st Sunday 
of Advent 

Dec. 1 A1Ds 
Awareness Day 

Dec. 7 2nd Sunday 
of Advent 

Dec. 10 Human 
Rights Day 

Dec. 14 3rd 
Sunday of Advent 
and the Advent 
Offering Emphasis, 

find resources onli_ne 

at www.brethren.org/ 

offerings/advent.html 

Dec 214th Sunday 
of Advent 

Dec.25 
Christmas Day 
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Speakers, worship, and music leadership 
announced for 2015 Annual Conference 

The preachers and the worship and music 
leadership for next year's Conference have been 
announced. The 2015 Conference will return to a 

Saturday-through-Wednesday schedule on July 11-15, in 
Tampa, Fla. 

Ministry Board and director of development at COBYS Family 
Services in Leola, Pa., who will lead Tuesday evening's service, 
July 14, and 

-Thomas M. Dowdy Jr., pastor of Imperial Heights 
Church of the Brethren in Los Angeles, Calif., who will preach 
Wednesday morning, July 15. Moderator David Steele will lead the Conference on the 

theme ''Abide in My Love ... and Bear 
Fruit" (John 15:9-17). 

Preachers bringing the messages for 
worship at the Conference are: 

-David Steele, 2015 Annual Confer
ence moderator, who will preach on 
Saturday evening, July 11, 

- Rodger Nishioka, a popular speaker 
at this year's National Youth Conference 
and an associate professor at Columbia 
Theological Seminary in Decatur, Ga., 
who will bring the Sunday morning mes
sage on July 12, 

-Katie Shaw Thompson, co-pastor at 
Ivester Church of the Brethren in Grundy 
Center, Iowa, and also an NYC speaker, 
who will preach Monday evening, July 13, 

- Don Fitzkee, chair-elect of the 
Church of the Brethren Mission and 

PERSONNEL CHANGES 
.Jane Collins has been hired by South
eastern District as communication 
manager for the district office. She is an 
active member at Jackson Park Church 
of the Brethren in Jonesborough, Tenn. 
She also is reading clerk for the district. 

Enten Eller, director of electronic 
communication and educational 
technology at Bethany Theological 
Seminary, has resigned as of Nov. 7. He 
began his employment at Bethany in 
July 2006. Initially hired as director of 
distributed education and electronic 
communications, Eller expanded the 
scope of both programs. Eller is part of 
a part-time bi-vocational pastoral team 
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On Sunday evening, performances will be 
given by Ted and Co. and Ken Medema, who 
both performed at National Youth Confer
ence earlier this year. 

The worship planning team members are 
Christy Waltersdorff, of Lombard, Ill., along 
with Program and Arrangements Committee 
members Audrey Hollenberg Duffey, of Hager
stown, Md.; Russ Matteson, of Modesto, Calif.; 
and Dave Witkovsky, of Huntingdon, Pa. 

Coordinating the music is Carol Elmore of 
Roanoke, Va. The Conference Choir direc
tor will be Terry Hershberger of Woodbury, 
Pa. The Children's Choir will be directed by 
Marianne Houff of Penn Laird, Va. Confer
ence musicians will include organist John 
Shafer of Oakton, Va., and pianist Heather 
Landram of Richmond, Ind. 

For more information go to 
www.brethren.org/ac. 

at Ambler (Pa.) Church of the Brethren 
with his wife, Mary, a position he will 
continue. 

parture from the staff, effective Dec. 31. 
Gross has served with On Earth Peace 
since 1994, when he joined the staff as 
part-time coordinator of the Ministry 
of Reconciliation. He also served as co
director and executive director of the 
organization for many years. 

Lowell Flory, executive direc-
tor of institutional advancement and 
gift planning at Bethany Theological 
Seminary, will retire on March 31, 2015. 
Flory has served in this capacity at 
Bethany since July 2004, overseeing 
fundraising, donor relations, planned 
giving, communications, and alumni 
relations. He previously was Bethany's 
director of gift planning, beginning in 
July 2000. As of Jan. 1, 2015, he will 
move to half-time in his current posi
tion as part of a transitional period. 

Bob Gross, development director for 
On Earth Peace, has announced his de-

Cori Hahn has resigned as hospital
ity coordinator for the Zigler Hospi
tality Center at the Brethren Service 
Center in New Windsor, Md. Her last 
day at the hospitality center was Nov. 
14. She began at the Brethren Service 
Center in September 2007 as confer
ence coordinator for the former New 
Windsor Conference Center. She also 
held a part-time position in human 
resources. 



Global Mission executive visits 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
Global Mission and Service executive director Jay Wittmeyer visited 
the fledgling Brethren group in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) for 
several days in September. Wittmeyer fl ew into Bujumbura, Burundi, and then traveled 
overland into the DRC, first to Uvira in South Kivu and then south to Fizi and Ngovi. 

He reported that the self-identified Brethren group in the DRC now has grown to 
include seven congregations, under the overall leadership of Ron Lubungo. Wittmeyer 
participated in a two-day strategic planning workshop that helped the community 
identify its needs and list out its priorities over the next three years. 

During his visit to central Africa, Wittmeyer and Lubongo also visited some Quaker 
congregations and leaders in Rwanda and Burundi. These groups and leaders have 
been partnering in peacemaking and agriculture initiatives that focus on Twa (pygmy) 
people and have been supported by the Church of the Brethren. 

'Side by Side: Imitating Christ's 
Humility' is 2015 workcamp theme 
The Church of the Brethren workcamp office has announced the theme 
for the 2015 workcamp season: "Side by Side: Imitating Christ's Humility" (Philippians 
2:1-8). 

Philippians 2:1-8 teaches the importance of living in community and putting others' 
interests above one's own. The workcamp curriculum will focus on how to serve others 
humbly, as Christ taught, to become more like-minded and foster meaningful relation
ships. Daily themes of community, service, faithfulness, prayer, renewal, and light will 
reflect aspects of faith that enable humble, 
community-based living. 

More information about workcamp sched
ule, dates, locations, and fees will be made 
available in upcoming months. 

Theresa Ford and Hannah Shultz are as
sistant coordinators for the 2015 workcamp 
season, working through Brethren Volunteer 
Service. Emily Tyler is the coordinator of 
Workcamps and BVS Recruitment. 

• 
• 

imitating Christ's hurrrWW 

Support for 
nonviolent action 
in Syria and Iraq 
During a time when the United 
States and a coalition of other 
western nations and Arab states 
began air strikes against the 
group known as Islamic State, 
Church of the Brethren general 
secretary Stan Noffsinger and the 
denomination's Office of Public 
Witness reiterated a commitment 
to nonviolent means of change in 
Syria and Iraq. 

Noffsinger was one of the 
religious leaders who have held 
three international ecumeni-
cal consultations on the crisis 
in Syria over the past months, 
organized by the World Council 
of Churches. He also was one of 
the American church leaders to 
sign an ecumenical letter to Presi
dent Obama in late August urging 
the US to lead out in nonviolent 
measures in Iraq and Syria. 

"Stop US bombing in Iraq to 
prevent bloodshed, instability, 
and the accumulation of griev
ances ... " headed up the letter's 
list of eight nonviolent ways the 
US and the international commu
nity may engage with the crisis. 
The letter suggested "better, more 
effective, more healthy, and more 
humanizing ways to protect civil
ians and to engage this conflict." 

Said Noffsinger, "As a historic 
peace church we have to evalu
ate the situation very carefully. 
This is about the wellbeing of 
the whole planet, not just about 
American interests." He reported 
continuing contacts from ecu
menical colleagues, church lead
ers in Syria and elsewhere in the 
Middle East, who are standing by 
the ecumenical commitment to 
seek the wellbeing of the region 
through nonviolent means. 
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MedioReview 

A guide to faith-rooted organizing 

S uppose it's Sunday morning and you 
have just listened to your pastor preach 
a powerful sermon. She or he has challenged 

you and members of the congregation to enter into a time of 
discernment that will guide you in beginning a project that will 
continue the work of Jesus in your community. 

KEN GIBBLE 

A week later you find yourself in a 
planing meeting and you have lots of 
questions: 1) What is a pressing need in 
our community that we can address? 
2) How shall we organize ourselves? 3) 
What support is available? You begin 
to realize that the task ahead of you is 
daunting, and wonder if there is an up-to
date resource for Christian groups who 
need help in making plans to be of service 
to their community. 

The subtitle of Alexia Salvatierra and 
Peter Heltzel's book, Faith-Rooted Organizing, gives a clue to 
their attempt to offer such a resource: Mobilizing the Church in 
Service to the World. In the introduction, the authors acknowl
edge that community organizing has been going on in the Unit
ed States for many years. Much good has been accomplished 
by secular models for organizing, many of which are based on 
the theories and practice of Saul Alinsky, who began his work 
in the Chicago slums in the 1930s. What Salvatierra and Heltzel 
propose is a Christian approach to organizing which takes its 
cue from secular models but goes a step further by drawing on 
the resources of faith: prayer, scriptures, symbols, and rituals. 

Such an approach will sound familiar to Brethren ears. For 
Brethren, the primary symbol of our service to the world is the 
basin and towel. We are at our best when we remember that Je
sus said, "So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 
you also ought to wash one another's feet." For Brethren, wash
ing feet is not something we do only at love feast; it is also a 
symbol for reaching out beyond the church and into the world. 

One of the most helpful aspects of the book is an abundance 
of examples of what the authors call faith-rooted organizing. 
Such examples range from nation-wide campaigns such as the 
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civil-rights movement in the 1960s to emergency food projects 
in small communities currently underway. Such examples, with 
analyses of what has worked and what hasn't worked, support 
their conviction that the Holy Spirit gives guidance to those 
who learn from their mistakes and build on their successes. 

One of the most provocative chapters is entitled "Our Start
ing Place: The Call of the Poor." Too often, our reading of the 
New Testament overlooks the primary attention Jesus gave to 
the plight of the poor. The authors commend what they call 
"solidarity with the poor;' and they offer illustrations of how 
that solidarity has been practiced in the US and abroad. 

Some of the organizing principles discussed in the book 
include discerning a vision, goal-setting, understanding power, 
recognizing and naming gifts, and recruitment. The chapter on 
recruitment asks a critical question: What motivates people to 
participate in acts of Christian service? Anyone who has had the 
experience of appealing for help in a congregation's outreach 
ministry will recognize how crucial that question is. The au
thors name five "spiritual motivators": compassion, gratitude, 
joy, legacy, and divine mandates. By legacy, they mean what we 
have learned from our elders and what we want to continue on 
their behalf or in their honor. By divine mandate, they mean the 
injunction of a person's faith tradition. For Christians, that will 
mean, for example, the commandment to love God with heart, 
soul, mind, and strength, and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Each chapter ends with a personal word to two young 
women who inspired Salvatierra, a Lutheran pastor, to write 
the book. One such personal word, following the chapter on 
recruitment, gives an example of the faith-rooted approach the 
authors advocate: 

Dear Alina and Yehsong: 

Most people of faith want in the depths of their souls to 
engage in the struggle for justice. The Holy Spirit is moving 
in their hearts, pushing and prodding them in that direction. 
Your job is to listen with your heart, understand all that holds 
them back, and discern the best way to fan the flame. li! 

Ken Gibble, a retired Church of the Brethren pastor, writes from Camp Hill, Pa. You can 

read more on his blog at www.kensl ines.blogspot. 

com. 



Youth&YoungAdults 

Peace essays invited for next contest 
Aspiring student writers are encouraged to begin considering 
their entries for Bethany Seminary's 2015 Peace Essay Contest: 
Peacemaking, Creation Justice, and the Beloved Community. 
Building on its success in 2014, the contest again is being held 
as part of the peace studies program at the seminary. 

The peace essay contest is open to seminary, gradu-
ate school, college, and high school students who are fully 
enrolled in a program en route to a degree. Prizes of $2,000, 
$1,000, and $500 will be awarded for the top three essays. 
Topics to address may include but are not limited to the fol
lowing: 

• creation care 
• a just peace with creation 
• indigenous communities' rights 
• environmental racism 
• gender and ecology 
• creating a greener economy 
• creation-centered spirituality 
• forging alliances across the traditional "left-vs.-right" 

ideological framing of US politics 
• intercultural coalitions for the common good 

Scott Holland, Slabaugh Professor of Theology and Culture at 
Bethany, sees the 2015 theme as a timely one, noting how the 
recent People's Climate March in New York City drew partici
pants from across political, religious, and cultural boundaries 
toward a common cause. 

"I have spoken with career farmers, experimental urban gar
deners, and students of religion and science who-in the spirit 
of the New York march-are convinced that creation care is 
becoming a unifying peace and justice issue," Holland says. "All 
express the conviction that it will be difficult to achieve peace 
among the nations unless we together make peace with the gift 
of God's creation through responsible stewardship of the land." 

A natural fit within the teaching and learning in peace stud
ies at Bethany, the essay contest is underwritten by the Jennie 
Calhoun Baker Endowment, funded by John C. Baker in honor 
of his mother. Described as a "Church of the Brethren woman 
ahead of her time," she was known for actively pursuing peace
making by meeting the needs of others, providing community 
leadership, and upholding the value of creative and indepen
dent thinking in education. John Baker saw her vision and 
modeling of contemporary peacemaking reflected in Bethany's 
collaborative leadership among the three historic peace 
churches and thus selected the seminary to administer the 
endowment's programs. Baker and his wife had also helped 
establish the peace studies program at Bethany with an 
earlier endowment gift. "John and Elizabeth Baker 

were deeply committed to building cultures of peace," Hol
land says. "This peace essay contest is intended to encourage 
thoughtful writing on peace in essays that are informed by the 
rich traditions of God's shalom and Christ's peace yet articulat
ed in voices that are public, ecumenical, and interfaith. There 
is also the hope that this contest will lead to international 
networking and partnerships in pursuit of peace." 

Holland administers the Baker endowment programs and 
is assisted in the essay contest by Bekah Houff, coordinator of 
outreach programs for the seminary, who chairs the planning 
committee. 

Essays may be submitted Jan. 1-26, 2015, and results will be 
announced by the end of February 2015. Winning essays will 
appear in selected publications of the Church of the Brethren, 
Friends, and Mennonite faith communities. For guidelines, 
terms, and submission procedures, go to www.bethanysemi
nary.edu/ peace-essay. Contact Bekah Houff at houffre@ 
bethanyseminary.edu or 765-983-1809 for additional 
information. 

-Jenny Williams is director of communications and alumni relations for 

Bethany Theological Seminary. 

[MESSENGER editor Randy Miller is on the essay contest planning 

committee and w ill also seNe as a judge. Contributors' identities 

are not revealed to the judges until after the judging is complet

ed. Church of the Brethren member Gabriella Stocksdale 

placed third in last year's contest, which received 33 entries. 

Her essay, "Colors of Peace," was published in the May 

2014 MESSENGER. - Ed. ] 



LivingSimply 

Pay attention ------~ 
to the foundation 
Autumn is the best time to run in the 

Midwest. It's not too cold, the humidity has 
finally broken, dusk comes earlier so the sun isn't so 

intense-it's the ideal atmosphere to run for miles. But even 
if the weather is perfect, my muscles and lungs are in shape, 
and I'm fully hydrated, I can't run a painless block if my 

MANDY GARCIA 

running shoes are old and worn. 
My husband works long, physically 

demanding days in a welding shop. He 
is strong and accustomed to the labor. 
But when the structure of his steel-toed 
boots begins to falter, the pain in his 
lower back is crippling. 

When healthy work, routines, or 
relationships begin to trip and stum
ble, we suddenly become aware of the 
importance of the things at the bottom 
of the pile. It's easy to forget the dirt 

where the tree grows, the rock the house is built on, or 
the beliefs that birth a movement. As we grow and move 
away from our foundations, they are easy to take for 
granted-especially if they are solid. 

But foundations require attention from time to time. 
Sometimes we need new shoes. The 100-year-old founda
tion of my house needs to be re-sealed so the rooms above 
keep standing tall and steady. Likewise, the beliefs on which 
I've based my life are strengthened by time spent in scrip
ture, prayer, and community with others who encourage 
those beliefs. 

Foundations are understated-they are such simple, basic 
things. But good ones are essential. They literally ground us 
when winds blow fast and hard, or when we have stretched 
too far and lost our balance. They demand attention when 
what we have built on them begins to stumble, crumble, or 
teeter. They are our roots, buried under the surface, but not 
to be ignored or forgotten. 

Like fertilizing a root system, sealing basement walls, or 
purchasing new shoes, caring for the foundation of our faith 
should be done with intention. Let's pay attention enough to 
realize when it needs a little extra care. Let's protect it, espe-
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cially when it hurts to run the race. And let's give thanks for 
our solid foundation, holding us up, steady in the storm. li! 

Mandy Garcia is associate director of donor communications for the Church of 
the Brethren. She also produces eBrethren, stori es of Brethren stewards, every 
other week for the Church of the Brethren. 

Granola 
Whole grains are an important nutritional foundation. My 
granola recipe is full of them, and is one I use to make sure 
that my husband and I have enough fuel to run and work. 

Preheat oven to 275 degrees. 

Toss together in a large mixing bowl: 
• 2 cups old fashioned oats 
• 2 cups steel-cut oats 
• 1 heaping cup roughly chopped raw almonds 
• 1/2 cup unsweetened coconut flakes 
• 1/3 cup whole flax seed 
• 1 tsp. ground cinnamon 
• 1/2 tsp. salt 

In a separate, smaller bowl, mix together: 
• 1/3 cup pure maple syrup 
• 1/4 cup oil (I use vegetable, olive, or coconut) 
• 1/2 tsp. vanilla 

Set aside 1 cup dried cranberries. 

Line two large cookie sheets with parchment paper. 
Pour syrup/oi l mixture over granola and toss very 
well to coat. Divide granola between cookie sheets 
and spread into a single layer. Bake for 35-40 min
utes, stirring every 15 minutes. 

Once cool, stir in cranberries. (Sometimes I also 
mix in a few cups of bran flakes if I'm going to use 
it primarily for cereal.) Store granola in an airtight 
container for up to three weeks. 



Brethren should 
reconsider their stand 

In his letter in the October MESSENGER, 
Randy Cosner argues that global warm
ing and its purported human causes are 
controversial in the scientific community. 
On the contrary, all of the world's leading 
scientific organizations agree that global 
warming is real and that it is largely 
caused by atmospheric carbon dioxide, 
which has increased dramatically since 
the late 19th century due to industrializa
tion. Very few scientists disagree with 
this position. 

Politically however, there is consid-

erable controversy. Many politicians, 
especially those from regions produc-
ing coal, gas and oil, and their related 
industries, tend to reject the scientific 
reports and even the data itself. Since the 
consequences of global warming poten
tially threaten the continued existence 
of many animal and plant species and 
even human life itself, it seems wise that 
individuals and organizations (includ
ing churches) speak out on this issue. 
Political representatives must be urged 
to enact legislation requiring that human 
activities that create significant amounts 
of atmospheric carbon dioxide be phased 
out as soon as is practically possible. This 

Letters 

will require a major shift in government 
policy and require renewed efforts to 
conserve energy and develop alterna
tive energy technologies such as solar 
and wind and (at least in the short run) 
nuclear. The Brethren should reconsider 
their stand on this issue. 

Dave Fouts 
Maysville, W. Va. 

Can you 'un-dupe' me? 

I just read Randy Cosner's letter in the 
October MESSENGER justifying Brethren 
inaction on global warming. He doesn't 

I spent a lot of time looking at different sides . ... I came away knowing that 
the science is clear: we are in trouble, and most of it is our own making. 

July 24 - August 3, 20:1.5 

This summer, come to Bethany. Live on campus and 
learn with professors. Expand your mind and expand 
your circle of friends. Have fun in nature. Explore 
different, exciting paths of Christian ministry. Explore 
where God is leading you next in life. Due to a generous 

grant all qualified applicants w ill receive a full 
scholarship. Apply now. 

For more information about Explore Your Call. go to 
www.bethanyseminary.edu/eyc 
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Book your life-changing journey today! 

(800) 565-0451 
office@tourmagination.com 
www.tourmagination.com 
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know me but I suspect, based on what he 
wrote, that he thinks I'm a "dupe." That's 
interesting. Maybe I am and just can't tell. 

Here's a bit about where I'm coming from. 
I'm a pastor who, in reading popular science 
like National Geographic, simply assumed 
that we humans are causing climate change. 
About seven years ago a fellow believer chal
lenged me, as if such an idea were an affront 
to God. Well, scripture is clear that God 
allows humans to do wrong, so that's not the 
issue. And God wants us to love in practical 
ways so, if we could, maintaining a non
destructive climate would be loving. So I 
asked the scientific question: Can I disprove 
that humans are causing climate change? I 
spent a lot of time looking at different sides. 

I came away knowing that the science is 
clear: we are in trouble, and most of it is our 
own making. You can find my specific com
ments on the recent EPA document (which I 
did personally read) at: http://decarbonden
ver.org/blog.html. 

I have talked science with another brother 
in the church for several years. He's in Mr. 
Cosner's camp, and is very well read. But 
every time I examined the sources he of
fered, they did not pan out. I'd love to prove 
that there is no need for me to worry about 
human-caused climate change. But I've 
looked very hard at the position Mr. Cosner 
espouses, really trying to be sympathetic, and 
have come up short every time. 

So, unless you can "un-dupe" me, Mr. Cos
ner, your assertions ring hollow. If this global 
warming is real, then doing nothing when we 
could have done something is wrong. 

Jeff Neuman-Lee 
Denver, Colo. 
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'I would have offered my life' 

I wish I'd been at Annual Conference and 
could have been one of those who offered 
their lives [to Boko Haram, as a substitute 
hostage] for one of the kidnapped Nigerian 
school girls. At my age, I probably would 
not have lived long enough to make a state
ment, but what a way to enter eternal life in 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Time for another 
bumper sticker? 

Barbara Muncy 
Bloomington, Ind. 

In the July/ August MESSENGER, you 
asked for mote letters to the editor. I had 
been thinking about writing to comment 
on the wonderful story in the November 
2013 issue about the bumper sticker: 
"When Jesus said 'Love your enemies,' 
I think he probably meant 'Don't kill 
them."' What a great way to share the 
Brethren message of commitment to 

the sanctity of life, and the fact that 
the Church of the Brethren embraces 
Jesus' teachings about peace. 

Because we are so strongly opposed to 
war, may I call our attention to the war 
against the unborn by abortion. I expect 
you could call it a war when 3,000 inno
cent babies are killed each day and more 
than 50 million children have been killed 
in the past 41 years. I would respectfully 
suggest that another bumper sticker 
be created, saying: "When Jesus said 
'Love your neighbor,' I think he probably 
meant 'Don't kill their babies."' 

Eva Gochenour 
Woodstock, Va. 

A falling away from the saints? 

In the article in the July/August 
MESSENGER about the emerging church 
(see ''What do you think?" on page 28), the 
authors state that the Western church is 
moving from an emphasis upon scripture 
alone to a Spirit-centered faith, and that 

After breaking her arm ice skating, 

Barbara Stone of Mi llersburg, Ohio, 

said, "I am SO GLAD that I had 

health insurance. It was enough 

dealing w ith the pain and tempo

rary disability." 

She almost didn't buy the insur

ance when she was turning 65. 

After all, she w as in perfect health. 

To find out more about 

what Everence offers, 

go to everence.com/medsupp 

or ca ll (800) 348-7468. 

ano g-~ Everence 

ReasonsO 
The agency was founded on and 
maintains the Brethren values 
of mutuality and service 

I Contact us at 

800.255.1243 

why you should talk to 

Brethren Mutual Aid Agency 
about your insurance needs. 

or on the web at: 

www.maabrethren.com 

Bretlt}en 
MUTUAL AID AGENCY 
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The agency has been serving 
the insurance needs of The 
Church of The Brethren and its' 
members since 1885 

The agency uses its' profits to 
assist members of the Church 
of the Brethren in times of need 

Expert advisors ready to assist 
you and evaluate your needs 

Multiple carriers to tailor your 
coverage and save you money 

HOME AUTO FARM RENTERS CHURCH 
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Vital 
Ministry 
Journey 

An inspiring process 
empowering Church 

of the Brethren 
congregations of 

every size, context 
and location to 

pursue their 
God-given mission. 

Involves: 

• Storytelling and holy 
listening 

• Bible study and prayer 

• Spiritual gifts and formation 

• Strategic spiritual ministry 
and mission 

• Coaching and resourcing 
congregational leaders 

Leadership 

• District collaboration 

Developed by 
Congregational Life Ministries 

Contact 

Jonathan Shively 
jshively@brethren.org 
800-323-8039 X 302 

Stan Dueck 
sdueck@brethren.org 
800-323-8039 X 343 
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the emerging church is the vehicle that 
is the driving force behind this shift. 

Let us now look at how the emerg
ing church differs in its beliefs so that 
we can define it for future reference 
and decide once and for all whose 
"spirit" is driving this movement. 

The emerging church functions in 
a postmodern mindset that redefines 
our faith. The emerging church builds 
upon group or community, which in 
itself is not a bad thing, but their em
phasis then turns to pleasing those in 
the group or community rather than 
God. They pride themselves on their 
tolerance. However, they are increas
ingly tolerant to what God has warned 
us to shun. Forbidden things now be
come okay. Their worldview of truth 
and scripture is defined by the group, 
with little or no biblical insight. They 

■ CLASSIFIEDS 

deny any absolute and objective truth. 
Emergent thinkers seem to believe 

that all religions eventually leading 
to the same place, with all being valid 
paths to salvation. They reject tradi
tional authorities, instead following 
subjective feelings and group consen
sus. Their "faith" is based on feelings, 
imagination, mysticism, and again, group 
consensus. They seek spiritual power, 
knowledge, wholeness or "oneness" 
with an unknowable universal force or 
spirit through experience and feelings. 

~- -.: . ':"agic of Mickey Travel 

· * . _. :.! · • ' Becki Whittaker 
. · · i · • Vacation Planner 
I , -r ...,, 

·,. _ _) Becki@magicofmickey.com 
Facebook: MOMT.BeckiWhittaker 

Bethany Seminary Faculty Opening Bethany Theological Seminary announces full -time, tenure
track, faculty position in theological studies; position begins July 1, 2015. Rank: open. PhD preferred; ABO 
considered. Appointee will develop and teach equivalent of an average of 5 graduate courses (at least 1 
online) annually and offer 1 course for the Brethren Academy biennially. Other duties include student advis
ing, supervising MA theses in theological studies, participating in student recruitment and life of the com
munity. Commitment to values and theological emphases within Church of the Brethren is essential. 
Women, minorities, and persons with disabilities encouraged to apply. Application deadline: December 1, 
2014. Interviews begin in early 2015. Send application letter, CV, names and contact information for three 
references: Theological Studies Search, Attn: Dean's Office, Bethany Theological Seminary, 615 National 
Road West, Richmond, IN 47374 deansoffice@bethanyseminary.edu 

RV to church in Texas. The Falfurrias Church of the Brethren invites winter visitors to park at our newly 
opened full service RV lot. We invite you to stay and worship with us, help is always needed with our out
reach programs. The church is located less than 100 miles north of the Rio Grande Valley on route 281. 
Phone 361-592-5945, email: stanley.bittinger@gmail.com. 

u1001 Arabian (days and) Nightsn Adventure Travel with us to Dubai and Oman-the mysterious 
land of camels, dhows, and souks, yet also with skyscrapers, including the world's highest building. Expe
rience modern city life and Bedouin culture in the desert. October 2-13, 2015. For information on this oppor
tunity to experience a unique culture, please contact J. Kenneth Kreider, 1300 Bear Creek Road, Elizabeth
town PA 17022, or kreiderk@etown.edu. 

Looking to escape harsh winters? Check out The Palms Estates, a Church of the Brethren 55+ 
community on Lake lstokpoga in central Florida. Rural setting 15 miles southeast of Sebring, and about a 
two hour drive to either coast or Orlando attractions. Park consists of 70 homes and 40 RV sites. Pool, 
library, fishing, bird watching, planned fellowship activities (during winter season) and nearby golf courses 
available. Check out our web page at www.palmsestates.com or call for more information 863-655-1909. 

Coming to the West coast of Florida this winter? Need a church to worship in? We have a place 
for you! Good Shepherd Church of the Brethren is located at 6323 13th Street Court East, Bradenton, Florida. 
Service times are: Sunday School 9:15 AM, Worship 10:30 AM, and Wednesday 6:30 PM. We are 50 miles 
SOUTH of Tampa. For more information or directions, please call (941 )-758-0988 (Church) or Pastor Ken Davis 
(941)-713-0691 (cell). We look forward to seeing you HERE! 



Since, in their tolerance of and affin-
ity for pluralism and multiculturalism, 
they gravitate toward all religions being 
equal. They dismiss people who disagree 
as judgmental bigots or extremists. And 

since there is no absolute truth in the 
emerging belief system, all things will be 
open to continual change, inner adapta
tion, and cultural transformation. 

it is crucial for us to decide today if the 
emerging church movement is a new 
move of God or, as many have come to 
believe, a great falling away of the saints. 

Please send information 
to be included in 
Turning Points to Jean 
Clements, 1451 Dundee 
Ave, Elgin, IL 60 120; 
800-323-8039, ext. 320; 
jclements@b;ethren.org. 
Information must be com
plete in order to be pub
li shed. Information older 
than one year cannot be 
published. 

New Members 
Constance, Hebron, Ky., 

Hannah Grace Sprague 
Crest Manor, South Bend, 

Ind.: Katie Hipsher 
Defiance, Ohio: Frances 

Bergeon 
Faith Community, New Ox

ford, Pa.: John Miller, June 
Miller, Dorothy Wagner, 
Nevin Wagner, Catherine 
Murrells, Anna Mae Fritz, 
Harold Bowser, Betty 
Bowser 

Geiger, Friedens, Pa.: Sascha 
Colflesh, Rebecca Critch
field, Matthew Wilson, 
Chad Baer 

Harrisburg, First, Har
risburg, Pa. : Theary Lee, 
Chhoen Tep, William 
Holland 

Lancaster, Pa.: Dwight 
Steller 

McPherson, Kan.: Brice 
Carlson, Celeste Carl
son, Tara Carlson, Cody 
Cannon 

Mechanicsburg, Pa.: Ste
phen Custer, Janice Custer 

Middle Creek, Lititz, Pa.: 
Keila M. Bollinger, Kurtis 
A Bollinger, Dawn E. 
Lott, Elsie McCune, Rich
ard B. McCune, Roxanne 
Neidermyer 

Mohrsville, Pa.: Kaleb Cocks, 
Tanner Davis, Mikayla Da-

I have come to the conclusion that Gary Dietz 
Manheim, Pa . 

vis, Olivia Kicska, Kristen 
Long, Caitlyn Rohrbach, 
Emily Kinsey-Starr 

Mount Hermon, Bassett, 
Va.: Bryan Craig 

Quakertown, First, Quak
ertown, Pa.: John Klein, 
Jeremy Howard, Amanda 
Bennett, Jackie Solano, 
Luis Junto, Robert Rivera, 
Takayla Rivera, Juan Mon
tanez, Jazmin Montanez, 
Maria Montanez 

Rossville, Ind.: Don 
Fingerle, Betty Fingerle, 
Howard Hendrickson, 
Anna Hendrickson 

Somerset, Pa.: Kelly 
Kirschman 

Anniversaries 
Butterbaugh, Dean and 

Darlene, Dixon, Ill. , 68 
Butterbaugh, Dwight and 

Marquita, Mount Morris, 
Ill ., 6 7 

Forney, Lowell and Marlene, 
Lancaster, Pa., 60 

Hertel, Don and Genevieve, 
Garden City, Kan. , 55 

Miller, Donald and Dale, 
Grottoes, Va., 50 

Deaths 
Andrews, Thurman L., 78, 

Wynne, Ark. , Sept. 16 
Baker, John Henry, 79, 

Cerro Gordo, Ill. , Sept. 22 
Bieber, Charles M. , 95, Lan

caster, Pa., Sept. 27 
Bowers, Alice Marie, 87, 

Franklin Grove, lll ., 
Sept. 11 

Bowman, Jenetta J. Miller, 
81, Somerset, Pa., Aug. 25 

Bright, Stanley W., 65, 
Loudonville, Ohio, Aug. 3 

Brubaker, Kenneth E., 82, 
Landisville, Pa., Sept. 9 

Byers, Esther A., 87, Ship
pensburg, Pa., Aug. 6 

Cain, Sara E., 77, New 
Oxford, Pa., July 27 

Clever, Agnes G., 96, Boons
boro, Md., Sept. 12 

Clinedinst, Charles Franklin, 
69, Edinburg, Va., Sept. 5 

Dodson, Susan Wheeler, 
68, McPherson, Kan ., 
Sept. 20 

Duncan, Avalee Mills, 87, 
Salem, Va., Sept. 4 

Gicking, Robert Frederick, 
91, Hollidaysburg, Pa., 
July 13 

Goering, Elaine Luella We
del, 88, McPherson, Kan. , 
Sept. 29 

Goshen, Ruth M. , 89, Lake
mont, Pa. , May 4 

Gridley, Nora Inez, 94, 
Topeka, Kan., Aug. 23 

Hartman, Esther Heagy, 96, 
Lancaster, Pa., Sept. 9 

Hersch, Paul S., 95, La 
Verne, Calif. , Sept. 21 

Hoover, Dean Stayer, 89, 
New Oxford, Pa., Aug. 21 

Hostetter, Janet E., 97, Get
tysburg, Pa., Sept. 8 

Lynn, Ercell Vernon, 99, 
North Manchester, Ind., 
July 11 

Mathias , Wilmer Franklin, 
81, Gaithersburg, Md., 
Aug. 9 

Maurer, Alice Ann, 70, Som
erset, Pa. , Sept. 26 

McGuire, James, 71, Edin
burg, Va. , Aug. 2 

Metzger, Eldred M. , 97, 
Claypool, Ind., June 30 

Miller, Eloise Dearing, 8 I , 
New Lebanon, Ohio, 
Sept. 7 

Miller, June M., 89, New 
Oxford, Pa., Aug. 2 

Myers, David Paul, 78, Lan
caster, Pa. , Sept. 16 

Rocha, Helen May, 91 , 
Northwood, Ohio, Sept. 13 

Shank, Jerry W. , 57, Mount 
Vernon, Ohio, Aug. 26 

Turningpoints 
Skelly, James D., 63, Fre

mont, Ind. , Feb. 4 

Stackhouse, Ruth V Perkins, 
I 02, Kendallville, Ind. , 
Aug. 26 

Stalter, Bobby G., 67 , Gar
den City, Kan. , Aug. 2 

Stoner, Peggy, 72, Mechan
icsburg, Pa. , Sept. 23 

Tucker, James K., 87, Nova, 
Ohio, Aug. 24 

Unruh, Edward L., 83 , Gar
den City, Kan. , Sept. 13 

Zimmerly, Donavin D., 79, 
Ada, Ohio, March 11 

Zook, Wayne B., 86, Gig 
Harbor, Wash. , Sept. 9 

Licensings 
Smith, Susan Lynn, At!. S.E. 

Dist. (Saint Petersburg, 
Fla.) , Jan . 6, 2014 

Spaulding, Ric, S/ C Ind. 
Dist. (Lafayette, Ind.) , 
Sept. 28 

Ordinations 
Heien, Sharon F. , N. Plains 

Dist. (Fairview; Unionville, 
Iowa) , Sept. 28 

Placements 
Baker, Jimmy L., chaplain, 

The Palms Estates, Lorida, 
Fla., and The Palms of 
Sebring, Sebring, Fla. , 
Oct. I , 2013 

Baker, Mildred F. , pastor, 
Diehl's Crossroads, 
Martinsburg, Pa., Sept. 14 

Beachy, Lewis, pastor, 
Mountain Dale, Bruceton 
Mills, W.Va., Aug. 1 

Bowman, Christopher D. , 
from pastor, Oakton, 
Vienna, Va. , to pastor, 
Manassas, Va., Sept. ·1 

Christ, Matthew S., from 
associate pastor for youth 

and young adults, Buffalo 

Valley, Mifflinburg, Pa ., to 

pastor, Little Swatara, 

Bethel, Pa ., Aug. 24 

Craver, Timothy A, pastor, 

Summit, Bridgewater, Va ., 

Aug. 17 

Dehmey, J. Curtis, pastor, 

Providence, Royersford, 

Pa. , Sept. 15 

Eikler, Torin S., from team 

pastor, Morgantown, W. 

Va., to district executive/ 

minister, Northern Indiana 

District, Nappanee, Ind. , 

Sept. I 

Hinton, Douglas A. , pastor 

of youth and discipleship , 

Hempfield, Manheim, Pa., 

Sept. 7 

Horst, Patricia A., from 

chaplain, Hershey Medical 

Center, Hershey, Pa. , to 

manager of chaplaincy 

services, Good Samaritan 

Health Services, Lebanon, 

Pa. , Oct. 13 

King, Daniel M., pastor, 

Mount Pleasant, 

Harrisonburg, Va., Sept. I 

Lester, Megan A., chaplain 

resident, Hershey Medical 

Center, Hershey, Pa., Aug. I 

Rice, Kent, from pastor of 

special ministries to pastor 

of outreach and miss ions, 

Hempfield, Manheim, Pa., 

Sept. 7 

Sampson, Andrew F. , from 

pastor, Eel River 

Community, Silver Lake, 

Ind. , to pastor, Pomona 

Fellowship, Pomona Calif., 

Aug. 11 

Wiser, Tracy L., from interim 

to pastor, Monacacy, 

Rocky Ridge, Md. , Sept. l 
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-Editorial 

Do you speak Brethren? 
!speak bike. 

I didn't always. Six years ago, I didn't know a peloton from 
a breakaway. I couldn't tell you what an echelon was. Or a 

crit. Or what advantages a carbon frame might have over one 
made of aluminum or steel. I had no idea what a domestique 
was. As for drafting, until I'd experienced it myself, I might have 

RANDY MILLER 
MESSENGER EDITOR 

guessed it had something to do with 
breweries or the selective service. 

But after putting in a few thousand 
miles while wearing lycra and a styro
foam lid, and logging several centuries 
(another term you'll have to look up), I 
now know a thing or two about biking. 
And I can follow what Phil Liggett and 
Paul Sherwen are talking about when 
they provide color commentary for the 
Tour de France and the Tour of Cali
fornia. They speak my language. (Well, 
actually, I've come to learn theirs.) 

It's not uncommon for any group or genre to have its own 
unique words and phrases. In the NGO world (non-govern
mental organizations), there are entire glossaries of acronyms 
spelling out terms and titles known only to the privileged 
few-namely policy makers and diplomats. 

And theologians-don't get me started! A sermon from 
some full-of-himself recent seminary grad who feels com
pelled to impress listeners with his mental prowess is often 

Language can bring people into the fold or keep them out. 
Those who know the lingo and all the special terms become 
gatekeepers of a sort. Until I learned "bike speak," I could only 
peer into the hallowed halls ofbike-dom. Now I at least can 
find my way around the room. 

What about Christians? Do we use language that includes 
those outside our circles, or do we speak in ways that tacitly 
exclude them? "Christians don't 'make decisions,' we are 'led 
by the Spirit,"' says about.com "Christianity expert" Mary 
Fairchild. "Christians don't say 'Have a good day.' They say 
'Have a blessed day."' 

They're subtle signals- if you're familiar with the terms, you 
feel included; if you're not, you know that you're an outsider. 

Sometimes, at Annual Conference, say, I wonder if those 
with names of non-German background feel this. Those wear
ing name tags that read "Sollenberger" or "Zigler" or "Brum
baugh" (or even "Miller") usually look right at home. But 
those with names like "Romero" or "Gwama" or "Bhagat" - I 
sometimes wonder if they feel like they're truly in the fold, or if 
they're just looking over the fence at the party on the other side. 

Jesus was all about inviting everyone into the circle. The 
Samaritan. The Gentile. You name it, Jesus was out there on 
the Mount, as it were, with open arms. That was a little unset
tling to the gatekeepers of his day, of course. 

"Well," the Pharisees would warn, "there are certain re
quirements .... " But Jesus would reply, "Relax, you guys. It's 
okay. They're people created by God. Let them come in." 

Jesus was all about inviting everyone into the circle. The Samaritan. The Gentile. 
You name it, Jesus was out there on the Mount, as it were, with open arms. 

littered with words and terms out of bounds for us mere mor
tals. (I know- women, too, attend seminary. Oddly, though, it 
seems that guys are most often the ones who feel the need to 
show off. Go figure!) 

Even educators have their own language. I've been the 
son of a teacher, the husband of a teacher, and the father of a 
teacher, and my eyes still glaze over mid-way through teach
ers' discussions around the eggnog at holiday parties when 
they begin tossing around terms like "growth mindset inter
vention" and "metacognition." 

COMING IN DECEMBER: Waking up on a silent night 
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So they came in. And they are coming in. God's grace is 
unfolding still. 

It may yet make some of our self-appointed gateke~pers un
easy. But the language of God's love is something everyone can 
learn. Nobody has the patent on it. If you speak love, you're in
at least according to what Jesus is quoted as saying in John 13. 

When I speak Brethren, I hope I'm speaking the 
language of love. I believe I am. And I trust that the words I 
utter reflect an attitude of welcome, especially to "the other" 
among us. li! 



Learn more about this special offering online: brethren.org/specialofferings 



FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS ... 
Esther 4:14 

The urgency cannot be overstated. Now is the time to respond. 
Measures taken jointly by the US Church of the Brethren and EYN include: 

Urgent Needs -
Temporary care centers for displaced families including: 

• Temporary homes of mud blocks and corrugated tin 
• Clean water supply and sanitation 
• Sleeping mats and mosquito nets 
• 3 months of food supplies 
• Tools for agriculture 

Longer term planning - trauma recovery and resiliency programs, 
rebuilding of homes, livelihood restoration, re-establishment of communities 

Find us on the web at www.brethren.org/bdm 

Brethren Disaster Ministries is leading this ongoing emergency response 
by working closely with Global Mission and Service and EYN leaders. 

Give to the Emergency Disaster Fund, Church of the Brethren, 
1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120, or online at brethren.org/edf 


