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8 Colors of peace

In an atmosphere where police roam the hallways and violent fights erupt without notice, what-if anything-can

one Brethren high school student do to foster peace and
understanding?

12 What good is prayer?

There is great value, as well as great danger, in praying to have
the world as we want it to be. Our prayers are often disguises for
our secret desire to be in control, to order all things according to
our wishes. Fortunately, there is a remedy.

14 What is our perspective?

Is it possible for us to have our theological ducks in a row, yet miss

the point of the Gospel? What do we do when we're forced to
choose between being "right" or being "compassionate"? Another
look at Jesus' encounters with Mary and Martha can be instructive.

18

Blessing from God or social privilege?
The Apostle Paul had it all-the right ancestors, the right parents,
the right education, job, enthusiasm, and talent. Then he turned and
walked away from it. What can we learn from the choice he made?
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W

inning third place in a national contest would be
a big deal for any high school sophomore. But it's
especially significant considering that first place in the Bethany Peace Essay
Contest was awarded to a senior M.Div. student at Bethany Seminary and
second place to a Ph.D. student at Cambridge University. The remarkable
high school student who placed third is Gabriella Stocksdale, and her essay,
"Colors of Peace," is the cover story this month. She is
an art student in the Visual and Performing Arts
Academy at Larkin High School in Elgin, Ill.
The contest, which was open to students enrolled
in high school, college, and graduate-level degree
programs, was advertised nationwide and received
responses from a wide range of denominations
in addition to the historic peace churches (the
Church of the Brethren, Quakers, and Mennonites).
According to the seminary, entrants represented
three Brethren colleges- Bridgewater, Juniata, and
WENDY MCFADDEN
Manchester-as well as Quaker and Mennonite
PUBLISHER
schools, Harvard and Duke Divinity Schools, UCLA,
Truman State University, Clark University, and four high schools. Writers
were asked to reflect on how personal and local peacemaking efforts can
address universal concerns.
"I was impressed with the thoughtfulness and critical thinking apparent
in the essays," said Anna Groff, interim editor of the Mennonite and one
of the contest judges. "These students are digging deeper than a surface
understanding of peace and what it means to work for peace." Other judges
were Lonnie Valentine, professor of peace and justice at Earlham School of
Religion; Scott Holland, professor of theology and culture at Bethany; and
Randy Miller, editor of MESSENGER.
It was a pleasant surprise for Randy to discover, after the judging, that the
author of "Colors of Peace" was the daughter of MESSENGER designer Paul
Stocksdale (who is also a frequent contributor to Brethren Press books, such
as the New Inglenook Cookbook, and the Gather 'Round and Shine curricula).
Talent runs in Gabriella's family; she, her parents, and both brothers have
exhibited in local art shows.
How did she decide what to write about? She makes it sound simple:
"I was looking at where I didn't see peace in my life and wrote an essay on
how I could help that situation." Read on to find out what she has learned
about peace, and what you can learn from her.
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lntouch
Renovation of a building for
the Cap Haitien congregation
of the Haitian Church of the
Brethren was part of the
workcamp experience.

Touching lives deeply:
Reflecting on a \Norkcamp in Haiti

L

ives can be deeply affected when people take part in a workcamp. Just ask those who

traveled to Haiti in early February.
A team of 23 people traveled to Haiti on a short-term mission trip the first week of February, under the
auspices of the New Fairview Church of the Brethren in York, Pa. At least five denominations were represented.
A trip like this brings about dramatic and dynamic life change. The church in the United States is so isolated,
comfortable, and wealthy that it sometimes feels impossible to break through and connect with people in other
situations. We often are unaware of the great needs beyond our own experience.
On trips like these, while sharing in the struggle, and experiencing the poverty and challenges endured by
our brothers and sisters in distant lands, our unknowing becomes understanding, and our comfort becomes
unexpectedly very uncomfortable.
In such a setting, we are immediately aware that neither we nor they decided where to be born. The disparity between us and them is shocking. Walking with them in their hometown, in their neighborhood, and in their
church, we are in their lives, and we feel a connection.
The Cap Haitien congregation in Haiti had purchased a property with a building that had been used as residences, but which needed to be converted to a worship center. In addition to working on that project, we also
led three days of vacation Bible school for local children. A work project always draws many spectators, which
provides a great outreach opportunity to the community from the local church. The second day there were more
than 200 children at the Bible school.
The congregation was excited to work with us. More than 40 of their members teamed with us. They were
dedicated, cooperative, willing to teach, and willing to learn. We worked side by side each day. Many of our
group mentioned working together with members of the Haitian congregation as a highlight of the trip.
Along with the high points there also were trials. I am confident we were protected from danger and harm
through the prayers of many sincere sisters and brothers. Danger was ever-present on the project site. There
was danger in our road travel, and there was incidental potential for harm. But prayers prevailed. We were
overwhelmed by love and hospitality, and rejoicing continued. Throughout the trip we were witnesses to God's
faithfulness and the advancement of his kingdom.
I would gladly promote and lead another group. The spiritual impact is beyond explanation, and I would love
to continue to be involved in this type oflife change for as many people as possible.-Thomas R. Lauer

by the numbers

'

Number of articles of clothing and
shoes distributed-along with 2,000
kilograms of corn-by the Center for
Caring Empowerment and Peace
Initiatives (CCEPI) to more than 500
refugees who gathered around Kulp
Bible College of Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a
Nigeria (EVN-Church of the Brethren
in Nigeria) in March
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and laurels

Some Brethren authors worth reading
[Although busy with full-time work and
other activities, a number ofBrethren
also have managed to find time to pen
full-length books. Listed below are a few
authors who have been published recently,
along with brief descriptions of their
works.-Ed.]

Ordinary congregational life looks interesting in this book, which portrays the
polarizing reality in the church of samesex relations and then shows a painful
and dramatic conflict resolving itself in
unexpected ways." Contact jameslehman@brotherstonepublishers.com.

A
V

A
V

Peggy Faw Gish (see her cover
story in the April MESSENGER) has
written her second book on the experience of Iraq and the war, titled Walking
Through Fire: Iraqis' Struggle for Justice
and Reconciliation (Cascade, 2013).
Shane Claiborne writes about the book:
"It reads like a journal,
but a thrilling journal
filled with horror and
hope, written from the
trenches of one of the
most troubled war
zones in the world.
Peggy has seen things
that did not make the
news-some of them are more terrible
than we can ever imagine, and some of
them are more beautiful than we could
ever dream. Her life and words are a
daring call for us to get in the way of
violence." Gish's first book about working in Iraq with Christian Peacemaker
Teams was Iraq: A Journey ofHope and
Peace (Herald Press, 2004).

A
V

James Lehman, whose book of
Brethren history The Old Brethren:
People of Wisdom and Simplicity Speak to
Our Time was recently republished by
Brethren Press, has
written his first fulllength novel titled
Ties That Bind. He
describes the book as
"a story for progressive Christians, for
thoughtful people
with open hearts and minds. It walks
the fine line between making you glad to
be human and being honest about
human problems and failings ....
4
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Noah S. Martin, who has been a
leader in the New Day Inc.
Christian ministry to at-risk children,
youth, marriages, and families based in
Johnstown, Pa., has self-published a
manual intended to help encourage marriages and the understanding of issues
that affect relationships. Written from a
Christian perspective, the workbookstyle publication is titled A More
Excellent Way. Contact the author at 814266-6489 or noahsarkpubco@aol.com.

A
V

Joseph Kip Kosek, associate professor of American studies at
George Washington University, has written Acts of Conscience: Christian
Nonviolence and Modern American
Democracy (Columbia University Press).
A review describes the
book as tracing the
impact of radical
Christian pacifists
beginning with World
War I and ending with
the work of Martin
Luther King Jr.
"Tracing the rise of militant nonviolence
across a century of industrial conflict,
imperialism, racial terror, and international warfare, Kosek recovers radical
Christians' remarkable stance against
the use of deadly force, even during
World War II and other seemingly just
causes." More information is at http://
cup.columbia.edu/book/978-0-23114418-6/acts-of-conscience.

A
V

Dawn Ottoni-Wilhelm of the
Bethany Theological Seminary
faculty is one of the editors of
Preaching God's Transforming Justice: A

Lectionary Commentary, published by
Westminster John Knox Press as a
three-volume set last year. A release
explains that the commentary "helps
the preacher identify and reflect on the
social implications of the Revised
Common Lectionary readings. In addition to providing commentary for each
day in the lectionary calendar, this
series introduces 22
!'\ r \Cl !it'\ti{.()p·...;
Holy Days for
TFAN,I\. )ll,\\JNG
Justice." For each
I ' I I( '~
lectionary day and
Holy Day for Justice
an essay helps integrate a variety of
social justice concerns into preaching.
The contributors are a diverse group of
homileticians, pastors, biblical scholars,
theologians, and social activists. In
addition to Ottoni-Wilhelm, the editors
are Dale Andrews of Vanderbilt
University, and Ron Allen of Christian
Theological Seminary. For more information go to www.wjkbooks.com.

A
V

Bridgewater (Va.) College professor of history Stephen L.
Longenecker has written his sixth
book, Gettysburg Religion: Refinement,
Diversity, and Race in the Antebellum
and Civil War Border North (The
North's Civil War),
published by
Fordham University
Press in January. The
book focuses on the
diversity of religion
in a small town that
saw one of the most
horrific battles of the
Civil War. "This famous little place and
the surrounding region are just full of
fascinating surprises," said Longenecker,
in a release from the college.
More about Gettysburg Religion is at
www.fordhampress.com/index. php /
gettysburg-reigion-cloth.html.

Remembered
Monica Barlow, 36, a member of Mountain
View Fellowship Church of the Brethren in
McGaheysville, Va., and wife of former Church
of the Brethren Mission and Ministry Board
chair Ben Barlow, passed away Feb. 28 following a long struggle with lung cancer. She was
public relations director for the Baltimore
Orioles professional baseball team.
Marvin Earl Blough, 86, of Melba, Idaho,
passed away March 7. Blough served two stints
as a Church of the Brethren medical missionary in Garkida, Nigeria: the first one for three
years in the mid-1950s; and the second one from
1960 to 1964. A graduate of McPherson College
in Kansas, Blough got his medical degree from
University of Kansas. Following a year of internship, Blough went to Nigeria, where he was the
sole physician at the 78-bed hospital in Garkida.
In 1990, he made the first of nine trips to Castaner, Puerto Rico, to do hospital service work.
Josh Copp, 35, died unexpectedly April 14.
He was a leading member of the band Blue Bird
Revival, which is booked to play at the Church
of the Brethren Annual Conference in early July.
Copp was a member of Columbia City (Ind.)
Church of the Brethren.
Carl E. Myers, 88, a former district executive minister for Illinois and Wisconsin District
of the Church of the Brethren, died March
22 at Timbercrest, a Church of the Brethren
retirement community in North Manchester,
Ind. He and his late wife, Doreen, were longtime members of Highland Avenue Church of
the Brethren in Elgin, Ill. He was a graduate
of Elizabethtown (Pa.) College and Bethany
Theological Seminary. He served pastorates
in Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Illinois before
serving on the denominational staff and then
as district executive minister in Illinois and
Wisconsin until his retirement in 1990.
Mildred F. "Millie" Mundy, 94, died
March 5 at the Bridgewater (Va.) Retirement
Community. She was administrative assistant
for the Shenandoah District (and its precursor,
the Tri-District) from 1965-76, often carrying
the functions of an associate district executive.
She was a graduate of Bridgewater College and
Bethany Theological Seminary, and completed
a degree at Columbia University.
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Despite limited education, Albert
Hildebrand built a prosperous flour
mill and other businesses that employ
many in eastern Paraguay. Generous
philanthropists, Albert and Mary
helped establish a hospital and a
school in their community.
Meet the Hildebrands and
other local Mennonites on
our Explore South America
tour, March 15-27,2015.

Book your life-changing journey today!

(800) 565-0451
office@tourmagination.com
www.tourmagination.com
TICOIS0014322
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Reflections

Bring comfortable shoes

M

ennonite writer and theologian Tom
Yoder Neufeld tells of his visit to the
Schleitheim Museum in Germany where on the
front door he saw an invitation posted for a Pentecost event
at a local church. It read, "Dancing to the Bible: With simple
dances and texts we will let the Spirit of Pentecost give us
wings. Bring comfortable shoes. Participation without dancing
is permitted." Yoder remarks in tongue-in-cheek fashion, "I
don't think that should be allowed.
There is altogether too much nondancing participation when it comes
to how we use the Bible in church.
Burning hearts can't wait to dance!"
Yoder Neufeld told this story with
one grand twinkle in his eye, clearly acknowledging the historical and current
objections of some toward the prospect
of dancing in church. (Although he did
NANCY SOLLENBERGER note the tradition of Orthodox Jews
HEISHMAN
dancing with the Torah.)
Not being much of a dancer myself, it might have required
a bit of courage for me to have attended that event ifI had
been so inclined. But the concept of throwing ourselves with
abandon into a Spirit-inspired encounter with the scriptures
in company with sisters and brothers in Christ? Now that
could get my feet moving!
I have been delighted this year to meet many fellow
"dancers" who have taken up the challenge to read, study,
and even memorize portions of the book of Philippians. It has
been my hope and prayer that this challenge would strength-

who are committing portions or all of the book of Philippians
to memory. For example, I was astounded to hear about the
experience of the Berkey (Pa.) Church of the Brethren whose
pastor, Nathan Crissman, extended the invitation to his congregation to memorize the book. He reported that some 70
individuals committed to learning the book by heart, including
a handful of his Greek students who are memorizing in both
English and Koine. Stay tuned to hear more about this and
other stories this summer at Annual Conference in Columbus.
As I write these words, I have on my "to do" list to go
shoe shopping. It seems that in my travels this year I have
worn out my favorite pair of shoes. My journey has given me
the privilege of seeing in many districts and congregations
evidence of the Spirit's movement testifying to the vibrant life
of Jesus among us today.
I encourage you to bring your most comfortable pair of
shoes to Columbus. Not just because there will be the usual
amount of walking required. In fact one might rightly say that
the new table format has cut down on the distance between
us Brethren. I suspect, however, that sturdy, sensible shoes
are most always needed at Annual Conference. Nearly all of
us traveling to these annual gatherings bring some degree of
inner turmoil and anxiety over still unresolved issues, many
of which center on scriptural interpretation. Sometimes we
are not as nimble or graceful on our feet as we could be, and
we step on one another's toes in the midst of the holy ground
of God's precious Word.
When that happens it is tempting to retreat to a comfortable place where we can kick off our shoes, prop up our feet,
and enjoy the company of the likeminded. What grace-filled

The concept of throwing ourselves with abandon into a Spirit-inspired
encounter with the scriptures in company with sisters and brothers
in Christ? Now that could get my feet moving!
en a love for scripture among Brethren. After all, it was the
experience of those hungry, thirsty souls gathered around
the Word in Schwarzenau, Germany, that got this movement
called Brethren started in the first place. Our denominational
vision statement starts off just right when it begins, "Through
scripture Jesus calls us to live as courageous disciples
through word and action." As our study and reflection on the
scriptures continually leads to our life transformation, our
Anabaptist/Pietist heritage will take root and bear a bountiful
harvest in the world.
I have met many persons-even some well into their 90s-

6
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work of the Holy Spirit might take place among us, though,
if we slipped on our sturdy shoes and traveled across the
room with a humble spirit to seek out the person with whom
we have the most difference? jOjala!, as Spanish speakers
exclaim. If only the soles of our shoes were continually being
worn out from this kind of soul-to-soul traveling, prompted
by the Spirit and the Word. God's richest blessings to all on
thejourney! [i!
Nancy Sollenberger Heishman is moderator of the Church of the Brethren, and cointerim pastor at West Charleston and Cristo Nestra Paz Churches of the Brethren
in Southern Ohio District.
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"My idea of a perfect world is one in which
we all can be our unique selves, 24/7."
-Tennis legend Billie Jean King, addressing students at the Marian Miner

Cook Athenaeum in Claremont, Calif., in April, and who attended First
Church of the Brethren in Long Beach, Calif., as a child

"There is a lot happening in the Church of
the Brethren west of the Mississippi. East of
the Mississippi there are a lot of stereotypes
about the West that are not necessarily
true. In fact they're downright false."
-Joe Detrick, interim district executive for the Church of the Brethren's Pacific
Southwest District, who divides his time between California and Pennsylvania

"God promised that God wouldn't do this
again, make the flood. But God didn't say
that we couldn't do it to ourselves."
-Jack Jenkins, senior writer at the Faith and Progressive Policy Initiative of
the Center for American Progress, on how the staunch environmental message
of Darren Aronofsky's Noah movie accords with scripture
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Colorsof
by Gabriella Stocksdale
Screaming.

{The following essay by Church of the
Brethren high school student Gabriella
Stocksdale took third place honors in
Bethany Theological Seminary's 2014 Peace
Essay Contest. The contest resulted in a wide
ecumenical response, garnering more than
30 entries from students ranging from high
schoolers to graduate students. Entrants
were invited to focus on how personal and
local peacemaking efforts address universal
concerns. They were encouraged to relate
everyday peacemaking with art, music, or
poetry; the Just Peace movement; protest
or change movements; social media, or
interfaith efforts. -Ed.]
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Words scrape the throat, piercing the air. Hair spills through
fingers. Painted nails pull blood across skin. Grisly excitement
melts through the mob. A wet snap of a broken bone sends a thrill
of laughter and fear and a feverish shouting through the hall.
Cr~mson splatters and trickles down the navy blue locker. Thrashing
v01ces echo and spill across the tile as they are pulled away.
The crowd evaporates.
To stumble across such a scene in front of Spanish class is -shocking
and disturbing. Police escort students away. Phones containing
shaky videos and blurred pictures are confiscated for evidence. A
few students post videos onto Facebook or send images to friends
through SnapChat. As third period starts, a girl receives a text
message from a friend. She seeks out another student to find out
what happened. Detached and apathetic, the student shrugs and
writes it offas "some crazy girl-fight."
And everything goes back to normal.

Violence and conflict have become the norm in schools.
In society as a whole, it has been a norm for a long time, unquestioned as the natural w ay that the business of civilization is conducted. Conflict has given birth to civilization as
we know it. As group identity, language, and unified culture
developed, so did violence. Borders were created to protect
resources for that society alone, and wars have been fought
over those borders.
One of the oldest Bible stories has to do with conflict. In
the story of Cain and Abel, jealous rage resulted in one brother

stress over the drama between friends weigh heavily. This
stress can create barriers that make peace even harder-barriers that create a clear separation between those we can trust
and those we cannot; between friends and others; between
"us" and "them."
As I think about the students who choose hallway fighting
and the kids who don't, it is easy to sort them into two main
groups: troublemakers and "normal" kids. Those groups can
be further broken down into specific cliques, each with its
own hierarchy. While it is easy to sort kids into groups, it is

Violence is old; it feels almost foolish to imagine trying to stop it.
It feels like we are struggling a gainst something that is embedded
in the very fabric of the world.

murdering the other. We don't know if Cain felt justified
while he was killing his brother, or ifhe was shocked when he
realized what his rage had wrought. What we do know is that
couched within this story about our origins is an account of
violence between people. Literature is full of stories of conquests, lies, and manipulation that lead to violence, and stories
of the valor of the fight between good and evil. It also is full of
stories about the empty consequences of battles fought in vain.
Violence is old; it feels almost foolish to imagine trying to
stop it. It feels like we are struggling against something that is
embedded in the very fabric of the world. It seems hopeless
and improbable. Throughout history, a person's safest bet was
to keep one's head down, not make waves, and hope to not be
noticed by those involved in the larger conflict.
There is a visible police presence in my high school.
Students are told that anyone involved in a fight-whether
they are being attacked, are trying to break it up, or are just
standing too near-will be arrested. This is real. This is what
happens. I'm told it is a way to discourage violence. But the
fights continue.
Keeping one's head down and not being noticed is not only
encouraged in school, failure to do so could get you arrested.
Peace is a hard concept to find in high school. Just getting
through another day is hard enough; stress from homework
and parents, stress from peer pressure and due dates, and

Animal Destinies (Trees show their Rings, Animals their Veins) (191 4), by Franz Ma rc (1880 - 1916)
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more difficult to look through the groups to see individual
persons. Until the individual person is seen and known, her
needs and struggles remain invisible. Wounds that are invisible fester and can eventually become a defining aspect of a
person's life, much like a cancer. These wounds can devour
kids from the inside.
Respect can be a difficult topic to grasp. If we aren't always certain what respect is, how do we know how to properly show it to others? How can we respect others if they are so
different from us? If we are confident in our general approach
to life, and we are introduced to a very different way of doing
things, it would be understandable for us to cast judgment.
But without really understanding why or how people view
problems differently, it is difficult to value the input of each
person. Then it is easy to value the person a little less, and
respect retreats a little further from view.
As we look away from people whom we don't fully understand, we turn to others who are more like ourselves. As more
people are added to our "friend" group, it sometimes becomes
easier to not pay attention to the "others." It is perhaps more
insidious than outright disrespect, as we find ourselves looking past, or through, this entire group of "others" as if they
weren't there. This can result in someone being surrounded
by thousands of people, yet feeling completely alone, unseen,
unheard, unnoticed. For some, being invisible is unbearable.
They feel they must be noticed, even if the result is getting
their face smashed into a locker and leaving a pool of blood on
the floor outside Spanish class.

weaken to the point w here violence isn't necessary to command respect from others? Could genuine respect for others
start to grow?
There is no clear answer to this problem, or to making
everyone care about those with whom they have little in
common. I can only make one person truly start to listen: that
person is me.
''You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I say to you, Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you" (Matt. 5:43-44).
How can we ever love our neighbors and our enemies if we
don't first see them, then try to listen to them?
Finding the right words can be difficult. Words can be
misinterpreted. However, they are one of the first steps to
building bridges between people. They are hard to say and
sometimes even harder to listen to, but if no one listens to
anyone outside their group, how can we ever progress to
building a better world?
I wonder about students who, for one reason or another,
feel powerless and anonymous. They may be students from
homes without adequate food, students who don't even
have a house to call their own, or students who come from
abusive families. Where is their hope? If there is hope, it
is likely kept deep inside their armor of distrust and their
fa9ade of conformity. When a student isn't safe at home,
or able to have their basic needs met, there is likely little
energy left to put into studying subjects for which they
don't see an immediate application. For them, school might

Art can be used to reveal something to
others, uncovering what others fail or
refuse to see . ... It can force us to see
things we may wish to ignore.
Detail of Animal Destinies (1914), by Franz Marc (1880 - 1916)

Can any one person-can I-make any difference in this
society called school in which I spend five days a week?
It's easy to ignore violence, conflict, and "others." I could
separate myself entirely from almost any hard situation, caring only about myself. It would be incredibly simple. That is
the coping mechanism which many students adopt. But if just
one person could start caring about others and actually listen
to them, might the barriers between "friends" and "others"
start to crumble? Could the barriers between different groups

10
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be a place-maybe the only place-to exercise autonomy,
to choose what they will and will not do for each class. For
others, school is more like a workplace, where they make a
living selling drugs or other contraband. The kid selling on
campus may feel as though she is being used by someone,
but the personal attention she gets in return makes it worth
that betrayal. If the person using her is from her family, then
that is likely what she has come to know as love.
This yearning to be known is seen in the New Testament

I can't make everyone feel safe. I can't make
everyone feel true love. But I can .work to
really see other people in my classes and try
to hear what they have to say.
Detail of Birds (1914), by Franz Marc (1880- 1916)

story of Jesus meeting the woman at the well. A Jew asked a
Samaritan to help him draw water. At the time, it would have
been uncommon for an unknown man to speak to a woman,
but a Jew acknowledging and talking to a Samaritan woman
would have been almost unheard of. Jews and Samaritans
had considerable differences and usually kept to themselves.
But Jesus, being kind and compassionate, and not allowing
himself to be bound by societal rules and expectations, actually listened to this Samaritan woman. He did not do this with
biased superiority, but with understanding and patience.
I can't make everyone feel safe. I can't make everyone
feel true love. But I can work to really see other people in my
classes and try to hear what they have to say. If nothing else, I
can do this with patience and acceptance. I can listen without
acting as though I can cure their problems. I can just let them
know their words are valuable, that they are heard. "Love is
patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant" (1 Cor. 13:4). No single person can end conflict, but each
of us can try to understand people from other backgrounds.
We need to work to shed our own biases and listen to those
who hold other opinions, other knowledge, or other skills.
Art can be used to reveal something to others, uncovering
what others fail or refuse to see. Art can reveal ignorance and
apathy. It can force us to see things we may wish to ignore. It
can breathe positive communication to others through images, sometimes more effectively than words.
As an artist, I'd like to be able to create messages through
art that show people a world they should not ignore. I'd like
to use my art to help bridge gaps between. It's harder to
ignore messages found in art because they sometimes hold
more power then words.
I have an art teacher who has a special concern for homeless people in Chicago. As he goes from the train to his house,
he strikes up conversations with some of these people. Some
of those he encounters allow him to take their photos. One
of the first assignments we were given in drawing class was
to make a portrait from one of his photos. We had to study
the face and portray a story based on what we saw. We had to

look at these people and honor them through our art.
If, through a portrait, I can honor an old man that I will
likely never meet, perhaps I can similarly honor the students I encounter in the hallway. I can take notice, talk, build
relationships, piece together portraits that remind us that
we are part of the same humanity, the same town, even the
same school. But as the different colors, sizes, and genders are
placed side by side, the uniqueness of each individual stands
as a personal testimony.
Art, like conflict, is ever-present. Ifl can work within this
framework to create connections, then maybe I can work to
create a better world. The least I can do is give those who
have no voice a chance to speak through my art to those who
choose to ignore. Once awareness is achieved, we can work
to develop respect-a true respect that admires and accepts
each person without judgment-and perhaps even the circle
of friendship can grow.
Even though conflict and violence are old and seemingly
impossible to solve, we can and must take steps right where
we are to address the circumstances that lead to it. I can work
to truly see people as individuals, no matter what the differences between us may be. Words can be used to create a bond
through simply listening to people and trying to understand
each other.
I can learn to truly respect others. At times, I can simply
be a sounding board for them, helping them to work through
their problems peaceably. I can create art that brings attention to individuals who may not have found a voice for
themselves.
Through such efforts, I mirror the life of Jesus in my own
unique way and at least make a corner of the world a bit more
peaceful. I can never extinguish conflict, but ifl can reduce
it by a small sliver, then maybe ridding the world of violence
wouldn't be so improbable. We each have our own sliver of
the world to work on. What can you do in yours? li!
Gabriella Stocksda le is a sophomore at Larkin High Sc hool in Elgi n, Ill, and a member of the High land Aven ue Chu rch of the Brethren in El gin, Ill.
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W

hen and where do
we pray? Usually, it's
when we feel we're at
the limit of our own power. These are
different from prayers of thanksgiving
or confession. I'm referring to the most
common prayers of all-those in which
we ask for something, when we cry, "O
God, help me."
"But," you say, "most of my prayers
aren't all that desperate. I ask God for
health, for wisdom, and for strength to
meet life's challenges."
Yes, but let's take a closer look at
such prayers. The prayer for health, for
instance. All of us dread the prospect of
illness. Rooted deeper is our dread of
death. Death is the ultimate condition of
being out of control, and one of the most
frightening things about illness is losing
control of our bodies, which reminds us
that death is lying in wait. So when we
pray for good health, it is not quite as
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innocent a prayer as it might first seem.
For what we are really praying for is
something we cannot have-we want
not to die. We want the power to control
our destiny. In religious doctrine this
is called immortality and omnipotence:
two attributes that belong only to God.
You and I want to be in control. We
want to order the world to our own
purposes. Though you may never have
thought of it this way and would never
say it aloud, the truth is that you want to
be God. So do I.
I grew up in farm country, and I
learned how important good weather
was to the farmer's welfare. One summer
there was a long stretch of dry weather.
The corn suffered in the fields. My dad's
large vegetable garden was facing disaster. Our family prayers included petitions for rain. Then at last a promising
weather forecast came our way. There
was a good chance for rain on Saturday.

My heart sank. Saturday was the day
of the picnic, a time for me and my buddies to enjoy good eats, a ballgame, and a
plunge in the pool. I remember wondering if it would be all right to ask God to
hold off the needed rain just one more
day. I don't remember what I concluded.
But I can recall fantasizing that ifI were
God, I would arrange for rain to fall over
everything except for the picnic grounds.
So what am I saying-that it is wrong
to pray for health or rain or happiness?
No. To pray for such things, to p~ay for
a loved one who is ill to get well, to pray
for peace when war threatens is not
wrong. Scripture assures us that God
knows the desires of our hearts, so our
prayers are not telling God anything
God doesn't already know. When we
voice our deepest longings, we are no
longer holding anything back from the
one who loves us, the one who says:
"Cast all your cares upon me."

So there is great value, as well as
great danger, in praying to have the
world be as we want it to be. The value
of such prayer is its honesty, and God
desires our honesty. The danger of such
prayer is that our prayers are often
disguises for our secret desire to be in
control, to order all things according
to our wishes. Fortunately, there is a
remedy to this danger.
On one occasion the disciples of Jesus said: "Lord, teach us to pray" (Luke
11:1). No doubt the disciples expected a
"how to" lesson from Jesus: instruction
on where and when to pray, guidance
on exactly how to go about it. What
they got instead was a short sample
prayer. It came to be known as "The
Lord's Prayer."
Had I been there, I think I would
have been disappointed. Surely there
must be more to praying than this! I
likely would have been puzzled when

he said that if earthly fathers give their
children good things, how much more
will the Heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask? And his comment: "Ask and it will be given you; seek
and you will find," wouldn't have helped
a whole lot either. I would have wondered about the times when I had asked
for something and wasn't given what
I asked for, the times when I had gone
seeking and didn't find.
Sometimes it takes weeks, months,
even years for us to see that we have
prayed for the wrong things. There have
been times when I was sure what I wanted, what I needed. I longed for it, prayed
for it, sure that what I was praying for
had to be what God wanted for me. Only
later, looking back, did I learn that what
I was praying for was the very thing I did
not need at that point in my life.
How hard it is to learn to pray with
Jesus the perfect prayer. He prayed
it in a lonely garden after he had first
made another prayer. His first prayer
was, "Remove this cup from me." But
he followed this first prayer with the
perfect prayer: "Not my will, but thine,
be done."
You and I don't want to pray that
prayer. We prefer any number of other
prayers that all come out sounding pretty
much alike. They are a variation on the
prayer which goes: "My will be done." In
other words, "May everything I want and
hope for come to pass. Please give me
and those I love happiness (and, oh yes,
make it happiness as I define happiness).
Lord, may my will be done."
Of course you and I don't say it quite
that way. But isn't that really what we
mean in so many of our prayers? And

even when we do occasionally mutter,
"Thy will be done," we usually are faking it. We keep our fingers figuratively
crossed; what we really want is our will
to win out in the end.
The Apostle Paul wrote: "In everything God works for good with those
who love him" (Rom. 8:28). Do you
believe that? Do you believe that in
everything God works for good? I want to
believe it, and in some of my all-too-rare
best moments I do believe it. But so often
my faith falls short. I mostly don't want
to be told that God can bless me as much
through a "No" to my prayers as through
a ''Yes." I still have my present-day
equivalents of praying for the rain to fall
on the parched farmers' fields, but please
not on my picnic, not on my parade.
But that kind of prayer has got to
go. And the good news is that it can go.
In fact, whether we believe it or not, it
doesn't change the truth that "in everything God works for good with those
who love him." That's simply a given
because God is God, because God is rich
in mercy, abounding in steadfast love. It's
only our blindness, our failure of nerve,
our feeble faith, that gets in the way of
our seeing it, trusting it, living it with joy.
What good is prayer? Not much, if
by our prayers we insist on imposing
our will on the world, on life. But if we
can repent of that folly, if we can pray as
the Spirit helps us to pray, "Not my will,
but yours, 0 God, be done;' then prayer
can be the greatest good, a blessed gift
from the Holy Giver. li!
Ken Gibble, a retired Church of the Brethren pastor,
w ri tes from Camp Hill, Pa. You ca n read more on his
blog at w w w .kensl in es. blogspot. com.
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vVHAT IS
OUR PERSPECTIVE?
by Robert Neff

I

n his play Lazarus Laughed, Eugene O'Neill
follows the life of Lazarus after he is raised
from the dead. Lazarus has a new perspective on life-

he no longer fears death. He laughs at massacres. War and
pestilence have little or no consequence. He laughs in the
face of his wife's death at the hand of the Roman emperor.
Daily life has become devoid of meaning. Even though O'Neill
writes from a secular point of view, his interpretation of
Lazarus' mindset underscores a danger in the understanding
of this passage: life without compassion.
The same disregard for this world crops up in some religious traditions. I work at The Village at Morrisons Cove, a
retirement and health care community in Martinsburg, Pennsylvania, affiliated with the Middle Pa., District of the Church
of the Brethren. Some of my responsibility there relates to the
chaplaincy program.
One of my more difficult tasks in that capacity is to curtail
the activity of overzealous visitors from some local churches
who visit our residents at the most inconvenient times to
scare them with threats of hell in order to bring them to make
a confession about the resurrected Lord and the life hereafter.
They have little regard for our residents' mental health or
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spiritual journey. They have little concern for the spiritual
needs of the persons they visit such as praying with them,
reading to them, or simply talking with them. When we ask
them to do this, they refuse. For them, faith is about a personal confession and little else. Since they show little compassion
or care for our residents, we have had to place a restraining
order on their visits to stop their destructive activity.
Too often, chapters 11 and 12 in the Gospel of John-where
we read about Jesus' encounter with Lazarus, Mary, and Martha-are read in this way. The focus is on Martha and Jesus, not
Mary. In this encounter, Jesus gives one of the most quoted lines
in the New Testament: "I am the resurrection and the life. Those
who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"
Martha said to him, ''Yes, Lord I believe you are the Messiah,
the Son of God coming into the world." Commentators writing
about this encounter see this as one of the highlights of the Gospel if not the New Testament-equal to the testimony of Peter
in Matthew 16 and exceeding the confessions of Nathaniel and
Thomas in this Gospel. This is the centerpiece of the Gospel and
the New Testament faith. Yet at first glance, does this not look
like what I found distressing in those visitors at The Village?

Jesus seems cavalier to the critical situation; he does not
hurry to meet his friends' needs. He waits days before he
starts the journey toward Bethany. The story seems to be
about belief and not care or compassion. Is facing death a
test on creedal formulation about the resurrection? Putting a
community through terminal illness and actual death seems
a bit extreme and quite frankly troubling. How are we to
grapple with this dimension of the story?
In these two chapters we are told about Jesus love for
his friends three separate times. Cle<1,rly this is recognized as
a theme of the fourth Gospel. In graduate school a number
of us were taking our oral exams at the same time. My good
friend took his in ethics with the great theologian H. Richard
Niebuhr, who asked my friend, "What is the basis of ethics
in the Gospel of John?" My friend stumbled over the answer,
trying to make it complicated. Actually Niebuhr had thought
he was beginning the comps with an easy question. After
multiple tries at an answer, my friend threw in the towel.
Niebuhr said, "I was simply looking for a four-letter wordlove-which is the foundation of ethics in John."
John Dominic Crossan and Marcus Borg emphasize God's
love for this world while deemphasizing apocalyptic thinking that looks beyond this world to the next. I can hear one of
Borg's lectures in my head, speaking in those deep modular
tones and quoting John 3:16-for God so loved the world. God
does not deny this world but embraces it and invites us to join
in this love for the world in the way we deal with violence,
the clean-up of the environment, and our embrace of everyone, independent of gender, race, or religious belief. The two
New Testament scholars call us to this worldly love that is
so fundamental to the theology of this Gospel and the life of
Jesus in this Gospel.
With this in mind, let's take a look at the encounter with
Mary. We find an experience common to the ministry of
Jesus, in which we observe a community or friends facing
illness or the death of a loved one. Jesus is called to provide
healing and comfort to those in distress. Jesus brings a consoling presence to the disconsolate.
In this episode the danger to Jesus is heightened. Threats
against Jesus arise and the disciples try to dissuade him from
going to Bethany out of fear for his life. Even Thomas, who is
resigned to martyrdom, suggests that they might as well all go
to Jerusalem and get it over with: "Let us all go and die with
him." These are uncertain and treacherous times; the authori-

ties are seeking his life. It's a situation of terrorism and the
empire feels threatened and responds in kind. Even in the context of giving hope and life to his friends, the threats and the
danger to Jesus increase. In these circumstances, the exchange
between Mary and Jesus seem all the more remarkable.
When Mary meets Jesus, she responds just as Martha
had done, "If you had been here, our brother would not have
died!' These words and her troubled spirit elicit an emotional
response from Jesus: 'When Jesus saw her weeping, he was
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved." The Greek text
actually states, "he was angry," from the Greek embrimaomai,
"to snort or to show anger," a translation honored by Eugene
Peterson in The Message. Commentators differ in the interpretation of this response. One of the most prevalent is: Jesus was
upset by the lack of faith in Mary and the members of the Jewish community who failed to believe or understand the power
of the Resurrection. Only a few commentators suggest that
Jesus is showing his humanity or care for those in distress.
We see clearly the human side of Jesus just two verses later.
In that verse-the shortest in the New Testament-we are told
''Jesus wept:' This verse is the first I learned in my childhood
when we had to memorize Bible verses as part of our early
instruction. Needless to say I learned it for its brevity and not
its theological import. Here the description of Jesus seems less
concerned about orthodox doctrine and more about a genuine
concern for those who have suffered loss. He discovers that his
delay and demonstration of power over death has caused human
suffering, and he weeps. In essence, Jesus joins the mourners.
How then are we to understand the anger of Jesus from
this perspective and in a Gospel that is driven by the theme
oflove? The Greek word for anger is mentioned twice: in the
meeting with Mary and again at the tomb of Lazarus. What is
he angry about? In a desire for help for this question, I pulled
down my massive Greek dictionary by Moulton and Milligan
which emphasizes definitions drawn from non-literary sources such as the ancient papyri letters, business receipts, and
official documents-in other words from everyday life and not
a theological lexicon. One of the definitions of this rare Greek
word, embrimaomai, is to be angry with oneself. This definition does not figure in any interpretation of this passage that I
have seen, but is one of the meanings of this verb.
We can now understand its presence here and return to
our original concern. How can a loving Lord simply overlook
human suffering to create a theological demonstration? The

When Mary meets Jesus, she responds just as
Martha had done, "If you had been here, our brother
would not have died." These words and her troubled
spirit elicit an emotional response from Jesus.
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This passage in the context of the
raising of Lazarus is essential because
it corrects the view that God is removed
from human suffering.
answer is-he can't. In that instance he catches himself and
questions his own decision that has caused unnecessary suffering in the interest of teaching some theological truth. The
passage ends up asserting that care and compassion for those
in distress trumps creed. The anger is self directed for the
pain and suffering his action has caused.
I was talking about this passage in a congregation on the
West Coast. After the session, a father came to me and said
that he understood the anger of Jesus in this passage. "For
years, when I shared that my son was gay, I had to listen to
someone say, 'I will pray for your son that he may see the error of his ways, go straight, and be restored to the Kingdom of
God.' I remained silent and said nothing. As I look back, I am
angry at myself for not speaking up and defending my son and
our spiritual journey that did not bring condemnation but acceptance of my son's sexual orientation." After this conversation, I asked myself, "Shouldn't we share that anger when we
don't speak on behalf of ourselves, our family, or especially
others when inappropriate and unloving comments are made
in the name of Christian orthodoxy?
This passage in the context of the raising of Lazarus is essential because it corrects the view that God is removed from
human suffering, something that the Psalmists and the Book of
Job wonder about. Jesus ministry- just as this text in John details-deals with those who suffer from personal loss and illness.
Jesus impresses us with his compassion and care in the most
extreme circumstances in Holy Week. He declares to those who
are abusing and crucifying him, "Father, forgive them for they
know not what they do." In this Gospel, Jesus, recognizing the
pain that his mother and best friend endure, declares, "Mother,
behold your son; Son, behold your mother.'' Jesus recognizes the
depth of loss for both of them and reaches out with compassion
in the hope that they may comfort each other.
Philip Gulley's book If the Church were Christian: Rediscovering the Values ofJesus suggests that gracious behavior
would be more important than right belief. "The church's
preoccupation with right belief or orthodoxy comes at the expense of gTace. Many of the disagreements Jesus experienced
with the religiously rigid had to do with human suffering.
Jesus knew ungracious behavior had its roots in a misguided
quest for theological purity.... To value orthodoxy over grace
is still with us, still misshaping our lives and the lives of others, leaving us insensitive to human need and still causing
many people to reject the church as a compassionate community to which they might belong."
16
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Whereas most commentators portray Martha as the hero,
it is really Mary who is referred to at the beginning of this extended narrative and becomes the focus of chapter 12. She is
the one who has experienced the compassion of Jesus at the
tomb and now is one who stands by him in his hour of need.
In John 12:1-8 Jesus has returned to Bethany after a tiring day
to be among friends. After the meal, Mary anoints Jesus feet
with costly nard (worth about a year's wages) and dries his
feet with her hair, an act of love and devotion, even compassion, for someone facing death.
In Luke, such an act sparked outrage on the part of the
Pharisees because of its sensuality. Citing the worth of the
nard, Judas argues that the poor would have been better
served. Devotion to one who is about to die does not carry
a price tag. To one on the edge, such comments are turned
aside, as they are in this text. "You will have the practical issues of caring for the poor tomorrow, but now she has cared
for me in my hour of need," says Jesus. This is the last interchange among friends, the last act of compassion shown to
Jesus before the triumphal entry into Jerusalem the next day.
Just as Jesus embraced Mary in her need outside the tomb of
Lazarus, so now John prefaces this journey to Jerusalem with
a story of an act of compassion by Mary.
Mary reached out to Jesus in a most human way. We know
the reactions of the disciples and others during the distress
of Jesus, leading up to the cross, disciples sleeping while he
prayed; the denials of Peter; the miscarriage of Roman justice,
the deceit of religious authorities; vinegar to slake a thirst;
the mockery of those at the cross; the casting of lots for his
garments; and the absence of support of any kind. Mary's act
of great love and devotion by contrast mirrors Jesus' care for
her at her brother's tomb. She, in this anointing, prefigures
Jesus' washing the feet of the disciples in the next chapter.
In fact, the same vocabulary is used. Her action models for
us the beauty of an incalculable act of human kindness-that
held nothing back out of her devotion to Jesus. Mary's act of
compassion embraces Jesus with this worldly love that in the
end overshadows the confession of her sister, Martha.
It's time that we Anabaptists remember that the drive
toward creed came about because of Constantine's desire
to unite the empire through Christian conformity. Prior to
Nicea the Christian faith was far more pluralistic and diverse.
We have often called this a fall because it consolidates the
church's power through right belief rather than a compassionate life. We know the horrors of inquisitions and the

destruction of great minds because right belief was more
important than the freedom of an open search.
This direction was not the nature of the earliest church, as
we can see from this passage that encourages compassion and
demonstrates its power. Again, from Gulley: "The church's
rush to form an orthodox theology had several unfortunate
consequences: it discouraged honest seeking, branding heretical any conclusions that contradicted the church's settled
assumptions- and by suppressing theological exploration, it
kept people spiritual underdeveloped .. . . When faced with an
opportunity to extend grace to hurting person, the religionists of Jesus day chose religious law over compassion, not just
once but with chilling regularity."
In the context of Holy Week, Claus Westermann, an Old
Testament scholar, maintains, "In Christian Dogmatics and in
Christian worship, suffering as opposed to sin has receded into
the background. Jesus' work of salvation has to do with forgiveness of sins and eternal life; it does not deal, however, with
ending human suffering. The impression given is that Jesus
actively cared for those who suffered and took pity on those
who mourned during his life time, but the crucified and resurrected Lord in contrast was concerned not at all with suffering
(The Role ofLament, p.331)!' When Jesus recites Psalm 22 on
the cross, "My God, My God why have you forsaken me;' he
embraces the life of the sufferer. Jesus died for human hurt as

well as human sin. In Holy Week and in many of the interpretations of the text we have considered, we often lose the Christ
who identifies with those who mourn, experience loss, live
with anguish, and are torn apart by human suffering.
In this context, I am reminded of the work of Gregory
Boyle. Father Boyle, who wrote Tattoos on the Heart: The
Power ofBoundless Compassion, is a Jesuit priest who works
with gangs and the prison population of Los Angeles. He has
a degree in English literature and was asked to teach a course
with lifers in Folsom Prison. He made copies of short stories
and had the inmates read and discuss them.
As they were reflecting on Flannery O'Conner's "A Good
Man Is Hard To Find", he asked them to define sympathy,
empathy, and compassion. The first two words brought immediate definitions. But when Boyle mentioned the third,
compassion, there was silence. Finally, a lifer in the back row
who had been in prison for 25 years timidly raised his hand.
He started hesitantly and then said, "Compassion, now that's
sumthin' altogether different." He paused and added humbly,
"That's what Jesus did. I mean, compassion is God!" ll!
Robe rt Neff, a form er general secretary for the Church of the Brethren, retired
Bethany Theological Sem inary professor, and president emeritus of Juniata
College, lives w ith hi s w ife, Dottie, in State Coll ege, Pa., and attends the Unive rsity
Brethren/Baptist Ch urch in State Col lege.
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Senecio (1922), by Pau l Klee, 1903-1940. Klee was a Swiss-born painter of expressionism and cubism.

Blessing from God or

by Tim Harvey

social privilege?
I

often wonder what it takes for someone to
truly change their mind. How do people choose
to leave behind ideas, relationships, or possessions
because they've become convinced that the old, familiar ways
are the wrong way?
I say this because it seems to happen so infrequently.
Whether it's "talking heads" on television or dueling comments on Facebook or frustrated letters sent to church leaders
who have once again made the "wrong" decision, people seem
to be very sure of a lot of things.
And yet, people do change their minds. What made Alexander Mack leave his church to start holding illegal Bible
studies in his home? What makes one leave a lucrative job to
become part-time pastor of a struggling church? These are
fascinating questions that to me illustrate yet another facet of
courageous discipleship.
As we continue to follow moderator Nancy Heishman's
invitation to study the book of Philippians in preparation
for Annual Conference, we begin to see Paul wrestling with
some of these very issues. In Philippians 3:1-11, Paul asks us to
consider what it is we base our hope on. Sometimes, living as
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courageous disciples means letting go of things we thought
were vitally important to our faith.
A recurring debate and some salty language
As Paul begins this section of the letter, he returns to what
careful New Testament readers will recognize as an old
debate: Must one first become a Jew in order to become a
Christian? Putting it in modern terms, we might ask if we are
righteous because we follow all the rules, or if our righteousness is based on something else.
There apparently existed in Philippi a faction of people
who insisted on following all of the Old Testament laws as
well as worshiping Jesus as the way to righteousness. With a
rather uncomfortable choice of words in verses 2 and 3, Paul
says those persons "mutilate" the flesh (the Greek word is
katatome) and that it is we who are the "circumcision" (Greek:
peritome). The Greek-speaking Philippians would have heard
Paul's creative, rhyming language loud and clear: ''You're not
helping people become righteous by insisting on circumcision;
you're just making a big mess of things."

To further make his point, Paul plays what is for him the
ultimate trump card. For all of those persons who thought that
rule-following was the way to righteousness, Paul says, "I was
the ultimate rule-follower." Paul had every advantage available for a Jew of his day. He was from the right nation, had the
right ancestors, had the right parents, had the right education,
job, enthusiasm, and talent. He really did have it all.
He had it all, and he walked away. The so-called blessings .
of Paul's position in the Hebrew world turned out to be nothing more than privileges of the flesh. Nearly every observer
would have looked at Paul and said "there is one who is blessed
by God." But meeting Jesus on the Damascus Road changed
everything for Paul. He recognized that all of those privileges of
social status were worthless when compared to knowing Christ.
These privileges got in the way, and needed to be discarded.
Paul says all of these great achievements are nothing more than
"rubbish" (v. 8). Actually, the Greek here is just a bit saltier than
that; "excrement" is another acceptable translation of the word.
Just as Jesus did not exploit his own exalted position
of equality with God (2:5 -11), Paul will not exploit his own
exalted position of religious and social privilege to gain Christ.
Instead, he counts it all "loss" (3:7-8). All of this must be let go
in order to gain Christ.
The courageous choice of downward mobility

Conference this summer to always pursue the best education,
advanced degrees, and highest-paying jobs? Or should we encourage our youth to move toward what some would consider
"downwardly mobile" positions in Brethren Volunteer Service
or global missions or in inner-city churches, schools, and social agencies?
My own congregation wrestled with questions like these
nearly 10 years ago. Being an urban, city-center church brings
a unique set of challenges: declining attendance; members
who drive in from various parts of the city and who are socioeconomically different from the church's neighbors; large,
aging buildings; and the inherent diversity of the city itself,
to name a few. During this time of discernment, the Central
congregation actively considered whether we should sell our
building and relocate to what some would consider a "better"
place: a more appropriately sized building in a middle-class
neighborhood surrounded by single-family homes, or perhaps
a highly visible building along a major highway.
In the end we chose to stay where we are and learn what
it means to invest in our very mixed neighborhood of downtown businesses, high-end condos, economically challenged
city blocks, and homeless persons. It would be dishonest to say
that history and tradition didn't play a role in this decision. It's
hard to uproot after more than 80 years and leave a beautiful,
unique building.
But the congregation didn't make this decision on history
and tradition alone. We have felt a sincere desire to meet persons where they are and invite them to follow Jesus with us.
Our commitment to local mission has given us the opportunity
to take a look at our own preconceived ideas of our neighbors,
to make significant time in our busy schedules to serve others

With this background in mind, what can courageous discipleship look like in our time and place? What does it mean for a
group of predominantly white, middle-class, rural Christians
to "regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ"? I would suggest two starting points.
First, we would
do well to consider if
the things we consider
He had it all, and he walked away. The so-called blessings
blessings are actually
of Paul's position in the Hebrew world turned out to be
privileges afforded to
us because of our posinothing more than privileges of the flesh.
tion in society. What if
those familiar trappings of Christianity
around us, and to delve deeper into Scripture study, prayer and
are actually the detritus of North American living? We consider
ourselves blessed because we enjoy safety; freedom of religion;
worship to strengthen our own faith in Jesus.
.
paid, trained pastoral leadership; and beautiful, well-maintained
We could have relocated; I suspect that in the long run it
property. Just like Paul's own blessings, these are wonderful
would have been the easier decision. But we chose to count
things by nearly every measure. But what if they weren't availthose things as loss. In the process, I believe we have known
able? Would we still consider ourselves as having gained Christ? Christ in some fantastic ways, ways that-for us-would have
Could we ever walk away from them of our own accord?
been unavailable in the suburbs.
Second, in our success-driven culture, how do we encourThat's one congregation's story of courageous discipleship
age downward mobility in the pursuit of Christ? Is relocating
in the pursuit of Christ. What is yours? li!
to the next job up the corporate ladder with a larger salary always the best use of our gifts and abilities? Should we encourTim Harvey is pastor of Centra l Church of the Breth re n in Roanoke, Va. He was
Annua l Conference moderator for the Church of the Brethren in 2012.
age the nearly 3,000 youth who will gather at National Youth
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Good giving and investment report
highlight Mission and Ministry Board
A good giving and investment report for 2013, and
discussion of the future of the Brethren Service Center, marked the spring meeting of the _C hurch of the
Brethren Mission and Ministry Board. The meeting
March 14-17 at the General Offices in Elgin, Ill., was
led by board chair Becky Ball-Miller.
In other business the board approved the Church
of the Brethren Annual Report for 2013, amended a
minute on India that dates back to 2010, and received
numerous reports on recent events and updates on
programs, as well as presentations on the work of fellow Annual Conference agencies.
Highlights of the 2013 financial reports were an
increase in overall giving to Church of the Brethren
ministries, along with good investment news, and
an increase in the denomination's net assets. Treasurer LeAnn Harnist also presented an income and
expense report for 2013.
Last year, total giving to denominational ministries
exceeded $6,250,000 in pre-audit figures, Harnist
said. The combined total of individual and congregational giving represents an increase of more than 15
percent over total donations received in 2012.
Giving to the Core Ministries Fund exceeded
$3,050,000, an increase of almost 3 percent over
2012. Although giving to Core Ministries from
congregations was down by about 3 percent, giving
from individuals rose by about 27 percent over the
previous year.
Harnist informed the board that the denomination's investments have fully recovered value lost in
the economic downturn that started in late 2008,
Cheryl Brumbaugh•Cayford

and actually have increased in value compared to the
high point experienced earlier in 2008. "We have
recovered all of those significant market losses," she
said. As of the end of 2013, the investment balance
had gained a value of close to $28 million, in contrast
to a 2009 value of less than $21 million.
As of Dec. 31, 2013, the Church of the Brethren's
total net assets exceeded $31 million including more
than $19 million in unrestricted assets. This represents an increase over 2012 of more than $4 million.
Bequest income also increased over the previous year.
The Mission and Ministry Board holds authority
for stewardship and ownership of denominational
property. In June last year, following the closing
of the New Windsor Conference Center, the board
authorized officers to pursue all options for the
property, up to and including receiving letters of
intent from potential buyers.
Continuation of Brethren Disaster Ministries, Children's Disaster Services, and Material Resources-currently based at the Brethren Service Center-are not
connected with the potential sale of the property.
The property is not being actively marketed, but
staff have informed the board that they want to be
prepared if a bona fide offer comes. Other solutions
including leasing portions or all of the property will
be entertained. However, it may take up to $10 million to bring the property up to standards.
The board amended a minute from 2010 regarding its responsibility to nominate trustees for former
mission properties in India. Since there has been
no Second District Church of the Brethren in India
since the Church of North India was formed in 1970,
the board amended a paragraph from the July 3,
2010, minute to clarify that fact.
Susan Liller of New Carlisle, Ohio, began a term
on the board with this meeting. She was appointed
to fill the unexpired term of Don Fitzkee, after he
was chosen as chair elect. The chair elect begins a
new term of service, and the remainder of his or her
board term is filled by appointment.
The Executive Committee approved the appointment of Timothy S.G. Binkley to a second term on the
Brethren Historical Committee.
"Table talk" was significant part of the discussion of
future direction of the Brethren Service Center.
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Denomination receives large insurance
dividend, Brethren Mutual Aid named a
top agency by Brotherhood Mutual
The Church of the Brethren denomination has received an
insurance dividend of $174,984 from Brotherhood Mutual
Insurance Company, through its Partnership Group Program.
Brethren Mutual Aid is the sponsoring agency for the program, which rewards the claims experience of the congregations, camps, and districts that make up the group along with
the denominational organization.
Brotherhood Mutual returns excess premiums not needed
to pay losses, up to a certain level, as part of its Partnership
Group Program. The company grants the dividend if the denominational group collectively enjoys a better-than-average
claims experience.
In related news, the Brethren Mutual Aid Agency has been
recognized by Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Company as
one of the company's top 15 agencies for 2013.
The denomination's Leadership Team of the Annual Conference officers and the general secretary, determined this
year's distribution. The bulk of this dividend will be shared

Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Company, through a partnership
program with the Brethren Mutual Aid Agency, presented a insurance
dividend of more than $174,000 to the Church of the Brethren.

directly with districts.
Each district will receive $2,000, with policy participating districts receiving an additional amount based on their
percentage of total district premiums. The largest district
distribution will amount to almost $16,000. In addition, 5
percent, or $8,750, will go to the Brethren Mutual Aid Share
Fund, and 5 percent or $8,750 will be given to the Compassion Fund of Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the Church
of the Brethren in Nigeria) to aid to Nigerian Brethren who
have been affected by violence.

Tearing Down and Building Up:
The Work of the Spirit and the Global Church
Guest Speaker

Conrad L. Kanagy, Ph.D.
Dr. Kanagy, Professor of Sociology at Elizabethtown
College. has done extensive research on the sociology
of religion and over the past decade has focused on
sociologica l analyses of Anabaptist groups in the U.S.
and globally.

Goto

brethren.org/ac
to purchase tickets
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upcoming Mission Advisory Committee meets in Haiti
events
May 6 Webinar on
Bullying, led by Marie
Benner-Rhoades (www.
brethren.org/webcasts)

May 15-17

Plant
Generously, Reap
Bountifully: Church
Planting Conference
on the theme "Toward
an lntercultural Future,"
Bethany Theological
Seminary, Richmond, Ind.

The Mission Advisory Committee, which helps
guide the international ministries of the Global
Mission and Service program, held its biennial
gathering in Haiti to see first-hand the holistic
ministry of the Haitian mission. The visit hosted
by the Brethren Ministry Center in the Port-auPrince area, also met with Haitian leadership to

Kendra Johnson

May 23-25

Young
Adult Conference,
Camp Brethren Woods,
Keezletown, Va.

May 30-June 4
Ministry Summer
Service Orientation,
Church of the Brethren
General Offices, Elgin, Ill.

June 8

Pentecost
Sunday and
Pentecost Offering
Emphasis

better understand the growth ofEglise des Freres
Haitiens, the Haitian Church of the Brethren.
The committee traveled to Port-au-Prince on
Feb. 25 and returned on March 3. The Mission
Advisory Committee consists of Bob Kettering,
Carol Mason, Dale Minnich, Jim Myer, Becky
Rhodes, Roger Schrock, and Carol Waggy. Member Bruce Holderreed was unable to attend. Roy
Winter, associate executive director of Global
Mission and Service, executive director Jay
Wittmeyer, and coordinator Kendra Johnson,
participated as staff.
The committee stayed at the Brethren Ministry
Center, located in Croix de Bouquet near the
capital and staffed by mission workers Ilexene
and Michaela Alphonse, and traveled out to visit
some of the diverse ministry programs managed
by the Brethren in Haiti: home construction,
including newly built homes in the Marin community; agriculture development work; water
projects; church construction; school projects;
theological education; and a clinic of the Haiti
Medical Project. The committee also attended
Sunday morning worship services. Two highlights of the trip were a visit to the National
Museum and an afternoon at Obama Beach.
Members of the Mission Advisory Committee visit
ministry programs managed by the Brethren in Haiti.

June 30-July 2
Council of District
Executives,
Columbus, Ohio

July 1-2 Minister's
Association
Continuing
Education Event,
Columbus, Ohio

July 1-2

Mission
and Ministry Board,
Columbus, Ohio

July 2-6

Annual
Conference,
Columbus, Ohio
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PERSONNEL CHANGES
Donna Kline has resigned as
director of Deacon Ministries
for the Church of the Brethren,
as of July 11. She has held this
position in Congregational
Life Ministries since October
2008. Her work has included
offering deacon training events
and workshops in congregations and regionally as well as
at Annual Conference, providing resources for deacons
such as an e-mail newsletter,
and developing a new Deacon
Manual which was published

by Brethren Press in 2012. In
addition, she has overseen the
transition of Basin and Towel
from a magazine focused solely
on deacon ministry to a wider
Congregational Life Ministries
publication and has coordinated multiple writing and publicity projects for Congregational
Life Ministries. As a leader in
disabilities ministries, Kline
also guided the Church of the
Brethren into a new relationship with ADNet, the Anabaptist Disabilities Network.
Brian Solem resigned as
manager of publications and

joint director of communications for Brethren Benefit
Trust (BBT). He was hired on
Aug. 24, 2009, as publications
coordinator and was promoted
to his current position in June
2013. His last day of employment was March 28. -Solem has
accepted a position as writer
and manager of communications with the Aids Foundation
of Chicago, Ill.
Phyllis Marsh, who for several years has served as camp
manager for Camp Galilee in
West Marva District, resigned
effective May 1.

Brethren Disaster Ministries directs grant aid to Nigeria
Brethren Disaster Ministries is directing
$25,000 from the church's Emergency
Disaster Fund (EDF) to aid Ekklesiyar
Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the Church of
the Brethren in Nigeria) during a time
of escalating violence in northeastern
Nigeria. The money will be contributed
through EYN's Compassion Fund.
Combined with other donations to
aid Nigerian Brethren made through
the Global Mission and Service office,
the Church of the Brethren in the US
is contributing more than $60,000 to
the EYN Compassion Fund. This is in
addition to the $41,468.25 contributed
to the Compassion Fund by American
Brethren in 2013.
The past few years have seen escalating violence in northeastern Nigeria,
in particular incidents of terrorist
violence carried out by an Islamist ex-

tremist group called Boko Haram. The
group is targeting Christian communities and places of worship among other
targets that include Muslim mosques
and moderate Muslim leaders, traditional leaders, as well as schools and
government institutions such as police
stations and army barracks.
With the vast majority ofEYN
churches in northeastern Nigeria,
the violence is having a very real and
devastating impact on EYN communities and many church members. In a
recent report to the Global Mission
and Service office of the Church of
the Brethren in the US, EYN president
Samuel Dali shares that "churches in
northern Nigeria are living and working in a context of systematic persecution .... The so called Boko Haram sect,
or Muslim jihadists, have been hunting

church leaders and their members
every day, in Muslim-dominated states
such as Borno, Yobe, Kaduna, Kano, and
Adamawa. Pastors and their members
working in these northern states are
facing dangers day by day."
Dali shares that at least 245 EYN
members have been killed and many
more injured in this violence. A great
deal of property has been burned
including 22 church buildings, 9 Local Church Branches, and more than
1,000 homes, affecting thousands of
members. Additionally many vehicles,
generators, and other property have
been destroyed.
"Our giving to the EYN Compassion
Fund expresses our fellowship in the
suffering of our sister church as it endures this difficult time of tribulation,"
said Brethren Disaster Ministries staff.
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JohIYKline's
Life
150 Years Later
June 14-15, 2014

Broadway, Va

John Kline, a Civil War-era Brethren minister, gave his life 150
years ago while being tme to bis faith convictions. Join in this
two--day event for all ages, and learn about the events that led to
his death and the greater legacy he left behind You will enjoy:
•
•
•
•
•

Children's activities
Youth activities
Sunday worship
The John Kline Riders
Tours of the homestead

• Tours of other historic sites
• Lectures by noted historians
• Joh n Kl.ine memori al service
• New drama, Under the
Shae/ow of the Almighty

Early registration cleaclline is May 31, 2014.
For i11formation or to register contact us at:
.JohnKlineHomestead.com I (540) 896-5001

'JI(?
J OHN KLINE
HOMESTEAD
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Not a paint-by-numbers retelling

I

was just a young boy when I fell in love
with the Bible. I fell in love with the words. I fell in
love with the stories. I fell in love with the teachings. I fell
in love with the way it made me feel more connected to my
creator and more connected to the world in which I lived.
As I watched director Darren Aronofsky's epic and inspiring re-telling of the story of Noah, I was reminded of those
childhood days I spent reading the Bible in my bedroom when
I-perhaps much like Aronofsky has done here-filled in the
empty spaces of the Bible's stories with my own thoughts, feelings, imagination, and beliefs.
I wondered about Noah. While
watching Noah, I wondered about Darren Aronofsky wondering about Noah
because this is a film that, far more than
the vast majority of biblically based
films, not only tells the story but courageously and with tremendous vulnerability dares to imagine the unspoken
truths and deeper meanings underRICHARD PROPES
neath what usually gets glossed over as
a powerful yet placid children's story
reduced to cartoon graphics on bedroom walls.
Russell Crowe portrays Noah in a way that makes it among
the most honest portrayals of a biblical character to be shown
in a Hollywood film. He portrays a man both faithful to
the task into which he's been called, yet also a man who is
traumatized by this calling and, perhaps, even scarred by the
events as they unfold.
As Christians, we often say that we want to find creative
and meaningful ways to tell the stories and teach the lessons
that are most meaningful to us. Yet far more often than not this
has resulted in cinematic releases that preach to the choir and
sell a sugar-coated spirituality far removed from the real world.
When someone like Darren Aronofsky comes along, we
cower from the fear that our sacred stories will somehow be
reduced to Hollywood drivel and the God to whom we've
dedicated our lives will be mocked.
In other words, these stories that we've long loved frequent-
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ly become nothing more than stories rather than the living and
breathing testimonies and lessons they are meant to be.
Does this mean that Aronofsky doesn't take dramatic license
with the story of Noah? No, it doesn't. By allowing his heart
and mind to wander and wonder, Aronofsky and co-writer Ari
Handel have crafted a deeply meaningful and significant story
that is faithful in tone and spirit to the biblical story of Noah
while also digging deeper, imagining further, and creating a
more expansive world. This means, for example, that Aronofsky includes the presence of Tubal-Cain (Ray Winstone), and
also Methuselah (Anthony Hopkins)-a biblical figure not
found in the story of Noah. Likewise, Ila (Emma Watson) is a
character whose presence isn't just some Hollywood creation
for dramatic effect but whose purpose helps to address one
of the biggest theological questions to come out of the Great
Flood: How did the Earth get re-populated?
In fact, that's the beauty of Noah. For every seemingly
Hollywood-driven choice that Aronofsky makes, Noah somehow makes you understand its purpose and meaning. There
is one choice, in particular, that seems to have people of faith
particularly upset and that would be what has been represented as "rock people," actually called "The Watchers" in the
film. Inspired by "The Book of the Watchers" from the noncanonical "Book of Enoch;' these "rock people" are actually
the fallen angels referenced in Genesis 6:4. For Aronofsky,
"The Watchers" are a way to understand and explain key elements of Noah's story that defy understanding.
Noah is not a paint-by-numbers retelling of the scriptures
with which you've become so familiar. Instead, it is a wellresearched, soul-searching film that asks hard questions,
imagines hard answers, seeks understanding, and explores
the true meanings of justice and mercy.
It's the kind of film that makes you leave the theater and
want to read the biblical account for yourself, which I did.
Afterward, I found myself once again reflecting on the story of
Noah and all it means for me and for the world in which I liven!
Richard Propes is a li ce nsed mi nister from Indianapolis, Ind., curre ntly serving as
interim past or at Nettl e Creek Church of the Brethre n in Hagerstown, Ind., w hile
attending Betha ny Theological Semi nary. He is the publish er of the film w ebsite
The lndependentCritic.com and author of the book The Hallelujah Life. •

Vital Passions, Holy Practices:

Exploring Spiritual Gifts
The number of spiritual gifts assessments available undeniably outnumbers the
biblically-based gifts themselves. How might we- how should we-as Brethren,
consider gifts and passions differently?
What if we start with the gifts of the community?
What if we discern ministries based on those gifts?
What if we end up with a passion-driven faith community, fully using the gifts of
the body to strengthen each other and all God's people?

What would that look like?
It might start with a bible study, with small groups meeting to examine and pray
about how scripture describes spiritual gifts, exploring questions like:
How does your congregation call and develop its leadership?
How might your congregation empower each member for its mission?
How does your congregation take part in sending gifted individuals into the
ministry of the church beyond your community?

Those same groups might then work together toward a community-based assessment
of gifts and passions, made up ofthoughtful questions--not a checklist- questions like:
The activity that gives me greatest joy is . ..
The help that people often solicit from me is .. .
The work that is most satisfying to me is .. .

Many gifts assessments end there, or at best help people plug into existing ministries.
But what if there is another way ....

www.brethren.org/spiritualgifts

. ~~
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Vita/MinistryJourney
Already participating in the Vital Ministry Journey?
Consider including Vital Passions, Holy Practices:
Exploring Spiritual Gifts as another step on your
congregation's journey.

_JL

7t:J
Church of the Brethren

For more information, contact:
Congregational Life Ministries of the Church of the Brethren
800-323-8039, ext. 303
847-429-4303
Cong reg ati ona ILife@breth ren .org
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Youth&YoungAdults
Volunteers set out on
coast-to-coast bicycle tour
Two Brethren Volunteer Service workers are setting out on a bicycle tour called "BVS
Coast to Coast." Chelsea Goss and Rebekah Maldonado -Nofziger plan to cross the
country in support of the Church of the Brethren program.
"BVS Coast to Coast" starts from Virginia's Atlantic coast May 1, and is projected
to end by late August on Oregon's Pacific coast. The cyclists will visit congregations
and communities along the way, holding events
to raise awareness of Brethren Volunteer Service
and the ministries it supports. They hope BVS
supporters and church members will host them
and ride along for parts of the journey as they
cross the country.
Planned stops include several Church of the
Brethren summer events: Young Adult Conference in late May; Annual Conference in early
July in Columbus, Ohio; and National Youth
Conference in late July in Fort Collins, Colo.

About the cyclists
Rebekah Maldonado-Nofziger grew up in Pettisville, Ohio. She attended
Eastern Mennonite University and graduated with a nursing credential. Since then,
she has found herself working with diverse and oftentimes marginalized people. She has
worked at Catholic Charities-The Health Care Network in Washington, D.C.; Harrisonburg
(Va.) Community Health Center; and currently at New Community Project, also in Harrisonburg. She is happy to partner with Brethren Volunteer Service to bike across the country. In her mind, bicycling is one of the best means of transportation. She has high hopes
that after this trip, she will be able to bike to Bolivia when the right time comes.
Chelsea Goss is originally from Mechanicsville, Va., and is a member of West Richmond Church of the Brethren. She graduated from Bridgewater College with a degree in liberal studies. She has spent time
working for On Earth Peace as peace retreat coordinator. At
Camp Bethel near Fincastle, Va., she was the resident volunteer and summer program coordinator. At New Community
Project she served as an intern and volunteer. Currently she is
volunteer staff for Brethren Volunteer Service in Elgin, Ill. She
also has lived in three different intentional communities, and
hopes that she can create that kind ofliving space in the future. Although she is newer to biking, she hopes that bicycling
will be implemented more in her daily living after the "BVS
Coast to Coast" experience.
For more about BVS Coast to Coast or to follow a blog
see http://bvscoast2coast.brethren.org. On Twitter follow
BVScoast2coast. Contact the cyclists by e-mail at
cgoss@brethren.org or by leaving a telephone
message with the BVS office at 847-429-4383.
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Saving for a sunny day
Lt.-~

I

didn't grow up with cats as pets, and the only
reason I have a one now is due to a moment of weakness.
But I like her, in spite of the fact that she is ridiculous.
My cat is ridiculous because of habits she has been allowed to
form by her easily swayed owners- case in point, her insistence
on drinking running water. This may be nothing new to other cat
owners, but I am still baffled by my cat's persnickety, up-turned
nose at the clean water in her bowl. She
insists-not with cute, apologetic eyes, but
with demanding meows and dramatic flailing of the paws-that she be given running
water from the bathtub faucet.
But what is far more ridiculous is that
she is more privileged than human beings
in other places in this world who have no
clean water, or water at all. She is better
off than nearby farmers who desperately
MANDY GARCIA
pray for water in the oppressive dryness
of July. My cat has no idea that the clean,
fresh water available to her would be a miracle to others. I am a
bit embarrassed by this fact.
Unlike my cat, my mind is rarely taken up with thoughts of
water. It's so easy to go about my life without considering the
miracle of hydrogen and oxygen coming together so precisely to
make up the majority of, say, my body. It's as much a part of my
being as the air I breathe, yet it's understated, utterly simple.
Sometimes I think about all this when I brush my teeth, fill
the coffee pot, wash the dishes; but most of the time I don't.
Even when I'm thirsty, I never want for long; my need is almost
always immediately quenched.
Too often I am as ridiculous as that silly feline, pleading with
God to give me what I want and paying no mind to blessings
already set before me. Too often I dramatically insist that I know
what's best, and demand that God answer my prayer the way I
think it ought to be answered. But in truth, I should remember
to be more humble with my requests, and to wrap them up in
thanks for blessings spilling out free and clear. ~
Mandy Garcia is associate director of donor com mu ni cations for the Church
of th e Brethren.
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If

you have gutters and a roof, an effective way to

save rain for a sunny day is to collect it in rain barre ls.
You can save over $100 by making them yourself-not
to mention the savings on your water bill.

Using a ½" holesaw, drill a hole approximately
8 inches from the bottom of your vesse l (we use
32-gallon rubber trash cans with lids).
Insert a½" closed nipple; add a 1 ¼" slip joint
washer to each side.
On the outside of the vessel, attach a ½" female
silcock flange valve and, on the inside, a faucet
locknut.
Using a 1 ½" holesaw, drill a ho le at the top of
your vessel. Insert a 1 ¼" interior diameter bilge/
sump hose (whatever length works best for you).
Attach hose to 1 ¼"
clip joint wall tube.
Using a 1 ½ " holesaw, dri ll a hole in a
vertical gutter, a bit
higher than the hole
near the top of your
vessel. Insert joint
wall tube into gutter,
and bilge hose into
vessel.

Letters What Brethren are about
Peggy Faw Gish's article on the "Risks and
Rewards of Waging Peace" in the April MES SENGER is a remarkable piece of clear-eyed
writing, an articulate recounting of what is at
the heart of being Brethren. The denomination
should reprint it as a leaflet and drop hundreds
of thousands of them over every metropolitan
area of the country. When people ask, ''What
are the Brethren about?" I suggest you give
them a copy of Gish's piece.
Ronald E. Keener
Chambersburg, Pa.

From the purr of the engine to the hum of tires on pavement, nothing conveys freedom
like a road trip through uncluttered country-far from congested cities, along established
highways replete with diners, shops and curiosities .
Bridgewater Retirement Community is where your journey begins. It 's in a small town, with
a college, a main street and a leisurely pace. You won 't have to drive far to visit a mountain

Moved by Stafford article

brook or an out-of-the-way antique store. Our community is home to active residents, attentive
staff and caring neighbors. This is Bridgewater, and our energy is what keeps us moving.

I was deeply moved by the article on William
Stafford in the March MESSENGER. While I
was teaching at Elizabethtown College, the
English department brought him in for several days as poet-in-residence. As he met with
faculty and students, reading excerpts from
his poetry, discussing the genre, and answering questions, he demonstrated his sensitivity,

Call Lisa today to schedule a personal tour
of Bridgewater Retirement Comm unity.

1.800.419.9129

540,828.2550

www.brc-energy.org
302 North Second Street
Bridgewater, VA 22812
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RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
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Join us for the Brethren Press/Messenger Dinner
Saturday, July 5, 2014 • Columbus, Ohio
Order tickets before June 3 at www.brethren.org/ac.

Walking Through Fire
Stories of Peacemaking in Iraq
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Peggy Faw Gish has been a light for peace
and justice for almost fifty years, working most
recently in Iraq w ith C hristian Peacemaker Teams.
Peggy's stories and experiences counter the myth
of superiority through violent force and offer
lessons in the nonviolent suffering love of Jesus.
Peggy is a mother, grandmother, community
mediator, and member of the Church o f the
Brethren. She lives on a farm in Athens, Ohio.

MESSENGER MAY 2014

29

Letters
,,-

,

-

~

"r"""~·

- ~·

/~

/ . r _ _ ,...,r"""~
r ·

dignity, and depth of thought.
Much later, while I was attending
Annual Conference in Portland, Ore.,
I was pleased to see several of his
poems engraved on bronze plaques
in the convention center. Stafford is
arguably Garrison Keillor's favorite
poet, judging by the frequency with
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which Stafford's poetry is read by
Keillor on his National Public Radio
program, The Writer's Almanac.
Thank you for recognizing William Stafford, truly a fine poet and a
credit to the Church of the Brethren.
Jobie E. Riley
Elizabet htow n, Pa_

CLASSIFIEDS
■
Have you always wanted to work in a bookstore? Brethren Press is looking for volunteers
to assist in set-up, operation, and tear-down of the Annual Conference Bookstore in Columbus, Ohio_
If you have interest and time to volunteer, contact James Deaton at 1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL
60120 or jdeaton@brethren .org_
Consignment sales at Annual Conference. Brethren Press makes space available at Annual

Conference for individuals and groups to sell items to Conference attendees on a consignment basis_
Consignment space must be reserved by June l For information on consignment sales, contact Brethren Press Consignments, 1451 Dundee Ave ,, Elgin, IL 60120-1694 or kstocking@brethren .org _
Explore God's love with the new Shine Sunday school curriculum! Shine: Living in
God's Light has engaging stories and activities that will teach children the Bible, und erstand that
they are known and loved by God, and learn what it means to follow Jesus_Find sample sessions,
Bible outlines, and more at www.shinecurriculum .com _
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why you should talk to
Brethren Mutual Aid Agency
about your insurance needs.
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Contact us at:

I)

or on the web at:

800.255.1243 www.maabrethren.com

Bret~en
MUTUAL AID

HOME
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The agency was founded on and
maintains the Brethren values
of mutuality and service
The agency has been serving
the insurance needs of The
Church of The Brethren and its'
members since 1885
The agency uses its' profits to
assist members of the Church
of the Brethren in times of need
Expert advisors ready to assist
you and evaluate your needs
Multiple carriers to tailor your
coverage and save you money

RENTERS

CHURCH

Turningpoints
Please send inform a tion
to be included in
Turning Points to Jean
Clements, 1451 Dundee
Ave, Elgin, IL 60120;
800-323-8039, ext. 320;
jclements@ brethren.org.
Information must be complete in order to be publi shed. lnformation o ld e r
than one year cann o t be
published.

New Members
Creekside, Elkhart, Ind .: Tim
Lund , Diane Lund , Steve
Cripe, Ryan Prahl, Jessica
Prahl
Everett, Pa.: Keith Dibert, Judy
Dibert, Wyatt Pennabaker,
Bradley Will , Terran Will,
Benjamin Watters, Kenny
Wareham, Michael O'Brien,
Sonya O'Brien
Frederick, Md.: Cheryl Bass,
Jim Bass, Joe Best, Stephanie
Best, Becki Delauter, Roxy
Grossnickle, Bob Main,
Kathy Main, Deborah
Parsons, James Regnier, Lori
Regnier, Brian Sirk, David
Winslow, Ellen Winslow,
Angie Worrell, Matt Worrell,
Patti Worrell, Wayne Worrell
Geiger, Friedens, Pa.: John
Stoner, Linda Stoner
Hollidaysburg, Pa .: Dwight
Hartman
Lancaster, Pa.: John Veser, Pat
Veser
Lincolnshire, Fort Wayne, Ind.:
David Cutrell, Pat Fai r, Janet
Peters, Ronda Stevens, Dick
Robbins, Linda Robbins,
Darlene Smith, Paula Sossenheimer
Little Swatara, Bethel, Pa.:
Gary L. Emerich, Greg
Emerich, Devin L. Emerich,
Carl M. Kauffman , Andrew
Foesig
Meadow Branch, Westminster, Md.: Elmer Anderson,
Donna Anderson
Middle Creek, Lititz, Pa.:
Heather Baum, Drew
Bollinger, Myles Breisch,
Kathryn Brubaker, Jessica
Bruckhart, Preston Forney,
Emma Graybill, Jeffrey Kline,
Mallory Kline, Abigail Martin,
Kayleen Martin , Jamie
Rohrer, Quintin Rohrer,
Hudson Shuke, Kayla
Stauffer, Jenna Wagner, Jaron
Wenger, Megan Wenger

Rummel, Windber, Pa.: Jessica
Walukas, Bonnie Lehman,
Jerry Maldet
Spring Creek, Hershey, Pa.:
Ryan Blizzard, Adeline Gesford , Kira Field, Kourtney
Field, Jeremy Field
Thurmont, Md.: Sophie
Eureka, Janey Giles, Corday
Will iams, Dalton Wine
Topeka, Kan.: Dylan Dell-Haro
Union Center, Nappanee, lnd .:
David Eshelman
Washington City, Washington,
D.C.: Jeff Davidson, Julia
Gilbert
Westernport, Md.: Amy Broadwater, Josh Broadwater,
Jackie Marsh, Josh Marsh,
Tony Pearce, Joann Shimer,
Jennifer Tranum, Noah
Tranum, Kathy Murphy, Rob
Tetrick, Terry Apple, Jr.

Wedding
Anniversaries
Baile, James and Wilma, Warrensburg, Mo. , 55
Balsbaugh, Carl and Faye,
Myerstown, Pa., 60
Barber, Robert and Karen,
Lancaster, Pa., 50
Blosser, Keith and Shirley,
Nappanee, Ind., 50
Blumenauer, Donald and
Betty, Frederick, Md. , 60
Carter, Bryan and Diane, Nappanee, Ind., 55
Fields, Ron and Connie, Syracuse, lnd. , 55
Frenger, Bob and Ada, Syra cuse, Ind. , 65
Garst, Denton and Peggy,
Frederick, Md., 60
Gaver, Paul and Charlotte,
Frederick, Md., 65
Groff, Harold and Miriam,
Stevens, Pa., 55
Kintner, Ru ssell and Marjorie,
Adrian , Mich. , 60
Kirkdorffer, Phil and Shirley,
New Paris, Ind ., 60
Kraft, Carl and Mary Ann,
Monrovia, Md ., 50
Kurtz, Paul and Mary, Lititz,
Pa., 65
Noffsinger, James and Donna,
Nappanee, Ind. , 50
Oren, James and Betty, Union,
Ohio, 66
Pippenger, Edward, Sr. and
Marietta, Nappanee, Ind., 50
Riley, Robert and Carolyn,
Uniontown, Ohio, 55
Sifrit, Robert and Mina,
McPherson, Kan., 60

Thomas, Clifford and Marie,
Nappanee, Ind. , 55
Young, Walt and Pat, Lancaster, Pa., 50

Deaths
Alwine, Paul Michael, 59,
Salem, Va., Feb. 19
Bahner, Lucille Marie Davis,
95 , Topeka, Kan. , Jan. 4
Barnhouse, Henry Albert, 87,
Boonsboro, Md., Feb. 19
Bauer, Orpha Hollinger, 94,
Lancaster, Pa., Feb. 7
Beam, Elsie Lavena Jones,
93, Mount Crawford, Va.,
Feb. 24
Billhimer, Hugh Nelson, 82,
McPherson, Kan. , Sept. 28
Blockston, Bill, 74, Denton,
Md., March 4
Bollinger, Mary Emma Miller,
95, Lancaster, Pa., March 8
Bowers, Elmer J., 88, Goshen,
Ind. , March 22
Bullard , Lydia Irene Davis, 97,
Topeka, Kan., Feb. 24
Burket, Carolyn Dawn Imler, 76,
Martinsburg, Pa., March 9
Burket, Edward R., 94, New
Oxford, Pa., Feb. 26
Burton, Lartia L., 91, Chicago,
Ill. , Sept. 29
Bussard, Betty Lee, 77, Everett, Pa. , March 4
Byrd , Wanda J. , 85, North
Canton, Ohio, March 13
Carroll, Mary Lou Frank, 84,
Roanoke, Va., Feb. 7
Charis, Richard, 84, Prairie
City, Iowa, Feb. 24
Clapper, Gladys E. Loose, 93,
Hollidaysburg, Pa., March 11
Clapper, Paul L., 94, Hollidaysburg, Pa. , Dec. 7
Clark, Virginia Noonkester, 93,
Danville, Va. , Feb. 12
Clingan, D. Joan, 69, Middletown, Md. , Nov. 8
Cole, Dorothy C. Summers,
89, Frederick, Md., Nov. 13
Craig, Jani s, 77, Windber, Pa. ,
June 27, 2013
Crist, B. Wayne, 92, Quinter,
Kan. , Feb. 18
Crumley, Paul David, Sr. , 87,
Harrisonburg, Va. , March 25
Cutsail, Dottie L., 5 7, Frederick, Md. , Sept. 4
Deardorff, Marie A., 86, Lake
Odessa, Mich., March 13
Dohner, Donald E., 77, Nappanee, Ind., Dec. 25
Drewery, Sandra Allen, 59,
Roanoke, Va ., March 6
Eppy, Shirley C. Seeley, 66,
Manheim , Pa., Jan. 19

Fike, Madge Kincer, 89, Louisville, Ky, Jan. 20
Fike, Robert Henry, 91, Louisville, Ky., Feb. 3
Focht, Arlena V., 89, Kutztown,
Pa., March 4
Foor, Albert H enry, 95, Everett,
Pa., Nov. 17
Fritz, Hazel Loftice, 87, Westminster, Md., July 22, 2013
Gable, Barbara J. Metzger, 83 ,
Rossville, Ind ., March 3
Gamber, Romaine E., 93,
Everett, Pa., Feb. 14
Goldsmith, Joan, 74, Frederick, Md., Oct. 2
Good, Betty Jane Eckert, 89,
Lancaster, Pa., Feb. 3
Gosnell, Mary Ellen Lahr, 79,
Lawrenceville, lll. , Jan. 4
Hepler, Donald D., 88, Nappanee, Ind. , Oct. 20
Hodgdon , David James, 55,
Westminster, Md. , July 25,

2013
Hope, Carol Ann, 64, Elkhart,
Ind ., May 8, 2013
Howard, Dorothy Medley, 86,
Roanoke, Va. , Jan . 24
Hunter, Nancy Lynn Harrington, 57, Flat Rock, Ill. ,
Jan. 24
Kaetzel, Florence Roberta
Hatfield, 97, Gapland, Md.,
March 2
Kuper, Reta Virginia Holsinger,
96, Bridgewater, Va. , Nov. 3
Lewis , Marcia Ann Brown, 55,
St. Francisville, 111., May I,

2013
Lewis, Phyllis M. Ritchie, 80,
Westernport, Md ., Jan . 8
Martin , Arlene F. Bollinger, 80,
Denver, Pa., Feb. 2
McClain, Marion B. , 84, Frederick, Md., Nov. 21
Miller, Nancy J. Schroeder, 8 1,
Nappanee, Ind. , Nov. 9
Mishler, Marjorie J., 83, Nappanee, Ind. , June 29, 2013
Mock, Frieda B., 90, Roaring
Spring, Pa., March 27
Mundy, Mildred Florine, 94,
Bridgewater, Va., March 5
Myers , Carl E., 88, North
Manchester, Ind. , March 22

Licensings
Beech, Caleb, At!. N.E. Dist.
(Hanoverdale, Hummelstown, Pa.), March 23
Davis, Robert, Mid-At!. D ist.
(Fairview, Cordova, Md.) ,
March 16
Davis, Robin, W. Marva Dist.
(Danville, Rawlings, Md.) ,
March 16

De la Rosa , Armeilio, A.ti. N.E.
Dist. (Renacer-Leola Fellowship, Leola, Pa .), March 2
De Oleo Montero, Carmen A.,
At!. N.E. Dist. (RenacerLeola Fellowship, Leola,
Pa.) , March 2
Dykema, Roberta J., Pac.
N.W. Dist. (Olympic View
Community, Seattle, Wash.) ,
Sept. 15
Evans, Martin H., Pac. N .W.
Dist. (Larchmont Community, Tacoma, Wash.) , Oct. 6
Fecher, Donald E., [II. & Wis.
Dist. (Highland Avenue,
Elgin, 111.) , Feb. I 6
Gerhardt, Brenda, J. , Shen.
Dist. (Columbia Furnace,
Edinburg, Va .), March 16
Kinsel, Sarah, Pac. N.W. Dist.
(Peace, Portland, Ore.,
March 2)
Saturday, Michael, W. Marva
Dist. (Oak Grove, McHenry,
Md .), Feb. 23

Ordinations
Christian, Anita J. Mast, W.
Plains Dist. (Community,
Hutchinson, Kan.), Nov. 17
Eberly, Anthony W., At!. N .E.
Dist. (Middle Creek, Lititz,
Pa.), March 16
Gross, Anna Lisa, N. Plain s
Dist. (Common Spirit, Min neapolis, Minn.), March 23
Gumm, Brian R., N . Plains
Dist. (Prairie City, Iowa),
March 2
Hendry, David R. , S/ C Ind.
Dist. (Akron, Ind.), Feb. 23
Miles, Jesse A. , S. Pa. Dist.
(Waynesboro, Pa.) , Oct. 20
Syms, Jessie C., Mid. At!. Dist.
(Dundalk, Baltimore, Md.),
March 8

Placements
Doss, Martin C., from pastor,
Dayton, Va., to pastor, Mount
Bethel, Dayton, Va., April l
Dykema, Roberta J., 9 irector
of youth ministry, Olympic
View Community, Seattle,
Wash., June 13, 20 13
Gumm, Brian R., pastor,
Toledo, Iowa, Feb. I
Howell, Gregory M. , from associate pastor, PleasantDale,
Fincastle, Va. , to pastor,
Crab Orchard, W.Va ., April l
Moyer, Clay Z ., pastor, Hatfield, Pa., March 1
Yoder, Gary D., pastor, Woodland, Astoria, Ill., March l
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Editorial

What shape is your Jesus?
S
ome of you kids might be old enough to
remember this. In the classic movie Cool Hand
Luke, Paul Newman's character has just learned that his
mother has passed away. His cellmates back away, and he sits
on his bunk with a banjo in his lap and sings two verses of the
song "Plastic Jesus":

Well, I don't care if it rains or freezes,
long as I have my plastic Jesus
riding on the dashboard of my car.
Comes in colors pink and pleasant,
glows in the dark 'cause it's iridescent.
Take it with you when you travel far.
Get yourself a sweet Madonna
dressed in rhinestones, sittin' on a
pedestal of abalone shells.
Goin' 90, I ain't scary
'cause I got the Virgin Mary
assuring me that I won't go to hell.

RANDY MILLER
MESSENGER EDITOR

There are more than a dozen verses to this song and, as with
most folk songs, the renditions vary considerably. You might
wonder: Which are the original verses? Is that the authentic
refrain? We may never know.
That's the nature of folk songs. They get written on freight
trains, around campfires, and in hotel rooms. Then they're
passed along from from one singer to another over months

Merriam-Webster app on my phone. When I ask it to search
"plastic," I discover that, under "origin," it says: "Latin
plasticus of molding, from Greek plastikos, from plassein, to
mold, form." Synonyms are malleable, moldable, shapable.
We've certainly done that with Jesus. Just think of the images of him that artists have created over the years. The first
one that springs to my mind is the image I saw in just about
every church narthex, hallway, and Sunday school classroom
during my upbringing. It shows a nicely tanned Jesus, with
long hair and a beard, looking off to the right. It's called "Head
of Christ;' and it was painted by Warner Sallman. If you search
"portraits of Jesus" on the Internet, you come across dozens of
images that look remarkably like young white American males
from the late '60s. But there are others, too, that show Jesus as
African-American, Native-American, Asian, you name it.
In recent decades, some scholars have tried to pin down
the historical Jesus-that is, the human, just-like-us, fleshand-blood man, as opposed to the divine miracle-worker
whose images are found in the Bibles people my age received
we entered fourth grade. That effort has been unsettling
to some who claim that such endeavors diminish the Jesus
they've come to know and love ... in other words, the one
they've been familiar with since childhood.
Is one image more valid than the other? And where do
these images come from? How, for instance, do the images of
the pre- and post-Nicene Creed Jesus differ?
Our images of Jesus may change over the years-mine cer-

Our images of Jesus may change over the years-mine
certainly has grown and evolved since childhood.
and years. Blame fuzzy memory or the desire to embellish,
but songs often change, sometimes for the better. With all
due respect to The Drifters-who had a hit with it in 1963for my money, James Taylor's version of "Up on the Roof"
captures the essence of that song in a way the original never
did. Taylor's rendition, recorded 16 later, is more powerful and
eloquent. The true spirit of some things emerge only with the
passage of time.
The title of this song from Cool Hand Luke makes
me think of how our perception of Jesus likely has been
molded into various forms over the centuries. I have a
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COMING IN JUNE: Decades after taking a stand for peace
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tainly has grown and evolved since childhood as I've come to
understand more about who Jesus was, and the cultural and
political dynamics at play in his society.
What shape is your Jesus? Has he changed any fr?m
the images of him that we received as children-from the
oddly American-looking portraits in church narthexes to
the luminous statues we may have stuck on our dashboards?
Perhaps a better question would be: Has your understanding
of him grown, deepened, and evolved in a way that has made
your appreciation of what he did and taught while he was on
earth even greater? E.!
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