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Are we still a peace church?
The official Annual Conference statement says, "All war is sin," but
Brethren are not united in their understanding of what it means to be
a peace church today. What are the implications for our peace
church tradition? Scott Holland reflects on what it means to be "A
peace church in the world," while
Manchester College peace studies
professor lim McElwee considers
how the church can be "Following
God's script" rather than the dominant script of the world.

14 What child is this?
In an Advent reflection, Ken Gibble
says that Christmas is a time to look
for the holy in the commonplace .

ONTHECOVER
A General Board Christmas Offering
campaign a few years ago featured the

The child of "What Child Is This?"
speaks of simplicity, not the com mercial juggernaut that the
Christmas season has become.

theme, "Speak Peace," and the stylized dove logo quickly became a
favorite for some, rendered on T-shirts
and other materials. As a denomination, though, is our peace heritage
something we still wear on our sleeve?

16 It's in their DNA
When Allen Hansell returned to
Wilmington (Del.) Church of the
Brethren two decades after he first
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served them as pastor, he wondered <(E
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what he would find . Would service
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standing of following Jesus?

18 1 Kings: Faith and political power intersect
Continuing a trip through Israel's era of the monarchy, 1 Kings tells
the story of Solomon and those who came after him. It's a period
that is sometimes glorious but often difficult, as the people stray
from God. As author Kim McDowell notes, "Faith and politics are
very tricky to integrate."
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FROM THE PUBLISHER
How to reach us

T

he task is simple. The pastors spend a full day reading through all
the lectionary texts for 52 Sundays, plus Maundy Thursday and
Christmas Eve. That's four scripture passages per day times 54. It could sound tedious,

but it's actually a pretty lively process.
That's the way things start when Brethren Press begins working on a new year of the Living Word bulletin series. In October
we assemble a group of pastors to help select the words that
appear on covers beginning 15 months later. Recently these meetings have been in Virginia, Ohio, and Illinois/Indiana. This year it
was central Pennsylvania.
In small groups the pastors discuss the texts, look for themes,
explore intriguing sermon ideas, and marvel at the poetry of the
Bible passages. They ponder, in one case, whether to choose the
challenging phrase with rich preaching possibilities or the beautiWENDY McFADDEN
ful words that nurture the soul. They discuss what the worshiper
Publisher
needs in those moments before the worship service begins. They
look for balance across the year. They delight in choosing some classic Brethren options,
such as a text on anointing or Alexander Mack's "count the cost." Sometimes they wish
they could use two or three phrases on a Sunday, since there are too many good choices.
Finally, after dwelling all day in the Scriptures, they come to consensus on one brief
phrase for each day.
A month later a group of Brethren Press staff meets with a representative from the
Anchor Wallace bulletin company. She brings large stacks of photos; we bring smaller
stacks from colleagues and a stable of freelance photographers. The scripture texts are
laid out in order on long tables in the largest room at the General Offices in Elgin. For a
day and a half we huddle over the tables, searching for the right images to pair with the
words. We keep in mind the special days in our church calendar, the various places the
church is in mission around the world, the variety of people who call themselves
Brethren.
After that, a wide range of people are invited to write worship resources or short
devotions for the backs of the bulletins. In one-quarter batches, these writings are edited,
formatted, and sent to Anchor Wallace in time for the bulletins to be printed and shipped
to congregations-including the very one where we met to lay the initial groundwork.
And so, in a process repeated so often across the Church of the Brethren, a few people begin a task, many more contribute to the process, and the final result comes full circle to benefit the entire church. This Sunday as you ponder your bulletin, thank God for
the sisters and brothers who have helped prepare you for that hour of worship. Thank
God also for the tens of thousands of Brethren who are meditating on the same text and
image and thus worship alongside you. Let this simple item remind you- especially at
Christmastime but all year long-that the Living Word dwells in your midst whenever
your community gathers for worship and work.
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INTOUCH
AROUND THE DENOMINATION
Updates and highlights from the Church of the Brethren districts
Atlantic Northeast: A fall orientation
for licensed ministry candidates took
place Nov. 8 at the district office in
Elizabethtown, Pa.

Atlantic Southeast: District
conference, held Oct. 7-8 at Orlando
(Fla.) Community Church of the
Brethren, included a recognition of
district Training in Ministry (TRIM)
students. Mary Mueller, right, of
Cape Coral, Fla., received a certificate from Wendell Bohrer for being
the first from the district to graduate from the program. Delegates at
the conference approved Naples
(Fla.) Haitian Church as a new fellowship and accepted a district
board recommendation for dissolution of the Rios de Agua Viva
Fellowship. More than $10,000 was
raised for hurricane victims at the
conference.

Idaho: The district recently celebrated
Jim Schmidt's completion of the Training
in Ministry (TRIM) program. Schmidt
accepted a call to become a hospice
chaplain in Brookings, Ore.
Illinois/Wisconsin: Camp Emmanuel
(Astoria, Ill.) held a first-time fish fry and
event day this fall with a fishing contest,
airplane demonstrations, a motorcycle
show, and other entertainment.
Michigan: Camp Brethren Heights' charitable gifts committee has been given permission to open an endowment fund to
help meet increasing maintenance and
operating costs at the camp.
Mid-Atlantic: The annual auction at
Camp Mardela (Denton, Md.) held on Oct.
15 brought in about $10,000 to aid camp
operations in the coming year.
Middle Pennsylvania: Huntingdon
House, a program for victims of domestic
violence and sexual assault, was chosen
as the district conference service/outreach
project this year.
Missouri/Arkansas: District conference
will shift back to its former long-time
location on the Lake of the Ozarks next
year and from summer back to a fall date,
Sept. 15-17, 2006.
Northern Indiana: Union Center Church
of the Brethren (Nappanee, Ind.) won this
year's district softball tournament, hosted
by the Nappanee congregation.
Northern Ohio: Brethren Disaster
Response volunteers Mort Curie and
Brenda Hostetler are offering 20-minute
presentations on the disaster relief program to congregations around the district.

member this fall as a donation to the district to help eliminate a budget deficit.
Pacific Southwest: District conference
Oct. 7-9 in Modesto, Calif., included four
worship services. Delegates adopted a resolution calling for Brethren agencies to
examine "Divestment from Companies
Selling Products Used as Weapons in Israel
and Palestine"; it will be passed on to
Annual Conference Standing Committee.
Shenandoah: The Valley BrethrenMennonite Heritage Center sponsored a
Harvest Day on Oct. 15 in Harrisonburg,
Va., with hayrides, children's games, storytelling, music, and other activities.
South/Central Indiana: A plea for donations to Indianapolis charity Second
Starts received a generous response at
district conference, with hundreds of
blankets, towels, and other items given .
Southeastern: A deacon workshop
"district growth event" was hosted by
Jackson Park Church of the Brethren in
Jonesborough, Tenn., on Nov. 12.

Northern Plains: Iowa River Church of
the Brethren members Cletus and Dorothy
Miller received this year's Volunteer of the
Year award from Camp Pine Lake.

Southern Ohio: The annual Outdoor
Ministries Golf Scramble was held Oct. 1
near Brookville. The tournament was fo llowed by a meal served by the Brookville
congregation.

Oregon/Washington: Each congregation
was challenged to raise an extra $10 per

Southern Pennsylvania: Children's Aid
Society, a district ministry, held a

"Western-style" benefit dinner and auction Oct. 22 at New Fairview Church of
the Brethren in York, Pa.
Southern Plains: The district
nurture/witness commission is working
on a scrapbook of pictures to put faces
with all the volunteers who assist in the
commission's ministries.
Virlina: A district workshop on
"Recovering Our Evangelistic Zeal/
Widening Our Welcome" was held Oct. 22
at Copper Hill (Va.) Church of the Brethren.
Paul Mundey provided leadership.
West Marva: Youth brought a statement
to district conference this year asking for
a refocusing on children's and youth ministries, with additional training opportunities for local leaders.
Western Pennsylvania: Senior high
youth planned to travel to the Brethren
Service Center in New Windsoi:, Md., on
Dec. 2 to spend a day working in the
warehouse organizing disaster supplies.
Western Plains: At least four congregations-Independence, McPherson,
Quinter, and Wiley-have entered a threeyear "covenant" with the district to work
jointly at congregational transformation.
Do you have district or congregational stories that might be of
interest to M ESSE NG ER ? Send them to MESSENGER, c/o In Touch,
1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60 120 or messenger@brethre n.org.

Messenger December 2005

INTOUCH
H istoric service cup joins
display at Young Center
The tall, walnut Brethren Service Cup in
a pastor's office at McPherson (Kan.)
Church of the Brethren contained a small
slip of paper with this message: "This
cup was the first one made as a model
for the Elgin Office." The note, discov"~ ered while assembling a Brethren heri~ itage display at McPherson College, was
written by former McPherson College
professor of industrial arts S.M. Dell.
Not long after this discovery came a
plea via the Church of the Brethren
Newsl ine from Bill Puffenberger,
Elizabethtown College professor emeritus of re ligious studies, seeking
Brethren Service Cups for the collection at Elizabethtown's Young Center
for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies.
After discovering as much information about the cup as possible, the
McPherson church leadership team
decided to give the cup on permanent
loan to the Young Center. On Aug . 28,
as part of a morning wo rship celebrating the 120th anniversary of its found ing, McPherson recognized the role of
Brethren Service in the life of the
church and McPherson's small part in
its beginnings.
In 1939, with relief needs in Europe
mounting, the Brethren Service
Committee came up with the idea of
Cf)

Service Cup
turned in
McPherson (

Colle

Peace-focused Sunday school
is popular summer offering

creating a bank, cup, or bowl to
encourage families to set aside coins
for the less fortunate. The minutes of
the Brethren Service Committee from
March 14-15, 1941, indicate that
"Doctor (Paul H.) Bowman exhibited a
sample wooden cup which had been
turned out in the Industrial Arts department at McPherson College."
The prototype submitted by Dell,
about 9 inches tall, was transformed
into a small, 4-inch myrtle wood cup
made in Oregon by Truman Hartley.
These Brethren Service Cups, advertised in The Gospel Messenger in the
early 1940s, originally sold for 50
cents . Puffenberger assumes that the
McPherson cup is "one of the original
prototypes-if not the only one!"
Dell's note indicated that the cup was
turned by Robert Frantz, then a
McPherson College stud ent and now a
resident of North Manchester, Ind.
"I remember very well the cou rse I took
in wood turning in 1939," Frantz noted,
"but just vaguely remember turning the
walnut cup. It was a bit of a thrill to me to
know that I had made the first Brethren
Service Cup. S.M. Dell was the instructor
of this course and also my first cousin,
though a generation older than I."
Following the McPherson recognition, the cup was sent to Manchester
Church of the Brethren in North
Manchester, where it also was recog-

rose garden, and pretzels. Two groups
:;;
E
worked on service projects, including per- ~
w
sonal hygiene kits for the local battered
C:
women and children's shelter and school <(C:
kits for tsunami survivors.
The dramas, liturg ical dance, and worship writings created were used in worship on the last Sunday of August. Peace
lanterns and peace cranes adorned the
worship table, and banners lined the
sanctuary. The event was deemed a huge
success, with as many as 44 people
attending (twice the average Sunday
school attendance), ranging in age from 2
to 84 years of age. Twent y -two people
helped with preparations or as a leader,
and 17 people led a group.
" It was a blessing to me to see all ages
learning and working together," Brandt
Ashley Sanchez helps Michael Terry
said. "It is my hope that participants w ill
make a peace crane during an
find more ways to become peacemakers in
intergenerational Sunday school at Live
Oak (Calif.) Church of the Brethren.
the future ." -Anne E. Palmer
Q)

When Barbara Brandt, director of Christian
education at Live Oak (Calif.) Church of the
Brethren, wanted to try something different during Sunday school in August, she
created and organized an intergenerational Sunday school experience based on
peacemaking for four Sundays.
"The idea of peacemaki ng came from
wanting to do something to help our congregation be more aware of the Church of the
Breth ren as a living peace church," she said.
The Sunday school hour, lengthened to
an hour and a half, began with gathering
to sing, pray, and sha re a story. Then
attendees broke into smaller groups t o
experience drama, liturgical dance, and
creative writing. Some groups made
peace lanterns, banners for the sanctuary,
peace cranes, stepping stones for the new
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About 25 residents of
Pinecrest Manor and
Terrace in Mount
Morris, Ill., had an
opportunity to enjoy
the crisp fall air and
changing foliage along
with Halloween
decorations throughout
town as they took a
buck board trip in
October. The Belgian
horses belong to Troy
Capp of TPC Farrier
Service in Sterling, Ill.

nized and displayed before being sent
to its new home at the Young Center.
There it will join several of the original
myrtle wood cups and at least seven
other cup variations for an exhibit and
program planned for early 2006.
-Susan Taylor

Six-year-old uses birthday
to help hurricane victims

LANDMARKS & LAURELS
For a soon-to-be-6-year-old the prospect
of a birthday party brings great anticipation. For parents, however, the prospect
of 20 kindergartners all bringing a present for the birthday boy is a bit much.
So the parents talk to the birthday boy
about perhaps helping someone else
instead of just getting tons of presents.
And the birthday boy, who has seen the
devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina
says, "Sure, I think it would be a good
idea to help those people."
And that's what we did. When the party
invitations were sent to the class of
kindergartners, a slip went inside each
one asking not for gifts but for supplies
to make Gift of the Heart Health Kits to
send to hurricane victims through
Lewiston (Minn.) Church of the Brethren .
Only a couple of parents called to make
sure they understood the directions correctly: no present, just supplies.
When the day of the party arrived, the
grandparents were there to help chaperone (and they were allowed to bring presents), the garage was set up and decorated, the cake was made, the balloons were
blown up, and the pizzas were made.
The first child arrived and made his
way to the backyard. He went to the
garage and put his supplies in the designated piles, then grabbed a bag and
went to work filling his health kit with all
the necessary ingredients. When he was
done, he asked to do another one; since
we had bought extra supplies, he was
able to make as many as he wanted.
After all the children had an opportunity to make their health kits, we proceeded with the birthday party. Everyone had
a great time, especially when it was time
to break the piriata. By the end of the
day, all the health kits were checked and
delivered to the church. A total of 40
health kits were made because of one little boy's loving heart and his willingness
to give instead of receive.-Beth Cage

• Hannah Loper, a member of Codorus Church of the Brethren (Loganville, Pa.), has
been selected as an intern for NBC's coverage of the 2006 Winter Olympics in Torino,
Italy, in February. She is a student a LaSalle University in Philadelphia.
• James Lifer, a retired ordained minister from Northern Ohio District, has received
the Professor Raymond W. Bixler Award from Ashland (Ohio) University. The award recognizes an exceptional faculty member or alumnus in the education field. Lifer is on the
Ashland University faculty in the Department of Educational Foundations.
• Nadine Pence Frantz, professor of theological studies at Bethany Theological
Seminary, Richmond, Ind., is co-editor along with Mary T. Stimming of Dominican
University in River Forest, 111., of a book titled Hope Deferred: Heart-Healing
Reflections on Reproductive Loss, recently released by The Pilgrim Press. It contains
essays from a variety of writers, including a chapter by Frantz.
• Cranesville Church of the Brethren in Herndon, Va., celebrated its 100th
anniversary Oct. 16 with a worship service, lunch, and afternoon service of sharing
and remembrance .
• Geiger Church of the Brethren, Friedens, Pa., was named best place to worship
in a recent reader's choice poll done by the Somerset (Pa.) Daily American.
• Black River Church of the Brethren, Spencer, Ohio, marked its 150th anniversary Sept. 10-11 with more than 100 people attending. The weekend included concerts, memorabilia displays, a picnic, and a celebratory worship service with district
executive John Ballinger speaking.
• Richmond (Ind.) Church of the Brethren dedicated its new location and recent
renovations with an open house on Oct. 23. The celebration began with a worship
service with Annual Conference moderator Ron Beachley preaching.

REMEMBERED
• Glee E. Yoder, author of Passing on the Gift: The Biography of Dan West, died Oct.
23 in Willow Street, Pa. She was 89. Yoder was former director of Christian education
for the Western Region of the denomination in the 1950s and administrative assistant
to the director of the region in the 1960s. She served on the General Board from 1977
to 1981.
A McPherson (Kan.) College alumna, Yoder wrote several other books in addition to
the West biography and numerous Sunday school and Vacation Bible School curriculum units over a period of three decades. She was a member of Lancaster (Pa.)
Church of the Brethren.
.
• Former General Board missionary Joy (Elaine) Cullen Fasnacht died Oct. 21 in
Sebring, Fla., at age 90. She and her husband, Everett, served in western India during
various terms from 1940 to 1970. Born in Beatrice, Neb., she was a resident of
Sebring for the past several years.
• Wilma Erma Bittinger Waybright, one of the few women to be called to the
ministry as early as 1930, died June 18 in Preston County, W.Va. She had served as an
active free minister for 61 of her 93 years, most recently as pastor of the Glade View
and Sugarland churches. She sometimes preached three or more times per Sunday.
She was a member of Brookside Church of the Brethren.
• Winston Goering, former mayor of Nampa, Idaho, and a long-time leader in
Idaho District, died Oct. 8. He was a member of Nampa Church of the Brethren.
Messeogec Decembec 2005
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REFLECTIONS

A light along the trail

I

n 1997, I embarked on a goal to hike all of the
approximately 540 miles of the Appalachian Trail in

By 9:15 I had hiked the 5 miles to the road. Waiting for
me was a nice man in a pickup, greeting me with, "Are
you ready for breakfast?" "Boy, am I," I thought. A few
Virginia by the time I was 50 years of age. I had always
loved camping and hiking in the outdoors, and after nearminutes driving down a winding country road and we
arrived at the small church. "Just set your pack down over
ly 20 years of life in the Washington metropolitan area, I
there and head on downstairs for breakfast-they're waitneeded to "get away." If successful, I would have completed about one-fourth of the entire Appalachian Trail.
ing for you." Some of the sweetest words I had ever
heard. Five women and one man greeted me warmly
Most of my miles would be
inside this church with no running water.
hiked by backpacking on the occasional weekends I could schedule
Two trail through-hikers were already there, filling their
stomachs with glee. I was asked to sign the register with
while balancing work, family, and
church activities. Entering this past
my name and where I was from. I was then asked, "How
many pancakes would you like?" I thought to myself,
year, I had completed 350 of those
"Yes! Pancakes, with syrup, that's what I'd like." I said
miles, and turning 49 meant I had
"Three," not knowing how large they might be.
only a little over a year to reach
As they were preparing my pancakes, I saw down to coffee,
my goal. So, for the first time ever,
nice and hot. One of the ladies placed in front of me a plate
I set out to hike eight straight days.
with the largest serving of egg and sausage casserole I'd ever
I hoped to hike 95 miles, averaging
seen, a large dollop of warm sliced apples, a sausage biscuit,
12 miles per day.
and a plain biscuit with a side of gravy. I was overwhelmed.
As an experienced backpacker, I know what to take and
The hikers across from me smiled and said, "Isn't this great?"
how to minimize the pack's weight, and I certainly know
I thought, "How in the world am I ever going to eat all
my limits. This trip, in an effort to carry as light a load as
possible, I reduced my pack weight to the lowest ever on
this plus three pancakes?" It then dawned on me that I had
starting out. But in my zeal to keep my weight down, it
already hiked 5 miles to get to this point, and I was quite
hungry. I cannot say I have ever enjoyed a meal more nor
turned out I was not well enough prepared for the cold
needed that kind of hospitality more. Throughout the meal
weather that first week of May. My first two nights on the
trail were spent in shelters where overnight temperatures
there was, "More coffee? More eggs? More pancakes?"
Smiles and warmth of all kinds abounded.
What a wonderful way to spread the Word, I thought.
These folks had everything, and they
loved serving. There were printed five-day
Their mission continues well beyond breakfast. Their
weather forecasts, even Mother's Day cards
warmth revived me and kept me headed up the trail.
for hikers to write to their moms back home.
plummeted to the 30s, and the wind was brisk.
I then noticed the table beside me. There were muffins,
I hiked most of my first two days-23 miles-having to
cookies, fruit, and cake. "Please, fill this baggie with anywear a wool cap and raincoat for warmth, never having to
thing you want. Of course, you'll take a sandwich with you
for later today, won't you?"
do that before despite hikes even earlier in the year and
farther north. By my third morning, I told another hiker I
All the church people wore T-shirts emblazoned with
met the night before that I thought I had to go home. I was
"A.T.O.M."-Appalachian Trail Outreach Ministry. Small, lightmiserable and defeated and couldn't possibly go another
weight New Testaments in a baggie were offered to us. Now, I
day. This was no way to spend a week of vacation.
must have six or eight Bibles at home, but I was not leaving
Yet there was a glimmer of hope. A sign on the shelter
without this testament to their faith, love, and hospitality.
wall stated, "Free breakfast on Monday and Thursday
Over the next few days, I would see one of these testamornings, New Hope Church. We'll pick you up at the road
ments left behind at shelters up the way. What a wonderful
crossing 5 miles north of here. 9:30-noon." Hmm, tomorway to spread the Word, I thought. Their mission continues
row's Monday," I thought. Overnight, I tossed and turned,
well beyond breakfast. Their warmth revived me and kept
getting colder and colder as the night wore on. I schemed
me headed up the trail: seven more miles that day (and a
how I could hitch a ride back to where my truck was
hitchhike into a small town for some warmer clothing);
parked and go home to my warm house and my nice wife.
then, eventually, the total 95 miles accomplished.
I arose freezing at 6:30 and had my pack on my back
I'm not sure I could have made it without those wonderand started hiking by 7. I had never started that early
ful people at New Hope Church. May all churches everybefore, but I knew hiking was the only way I could warm
where find their own niche of ministry that becomes as
up. If I could just hike the 5 miles in time for breakfast, I
appreciated as theirs. llJ
could ask one of the church members for a ride to my
Terry Houff is a member of Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren in Bridgewater,
tru ck. I'd gladly fill their tank with gas if they'd only start
Va., and director of Bridgewater College's Information Technology Cente r. This
column originally appeared in the Beaver Creek church newsletter.
me on my way home.
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"Surely Mrs. Rosa Parks
was sent to us hy God,
because few among us
were so well prepared to
play such a momentous
role in history.''
-Coretta Scott King, widow of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., on the
Oct. 24 death of Rosa Parks, a woman whose refusal to give up her seat on a
Montgomery, Ala., bus launched the civil rights movement.
Mrs. King was quoted by The Birmingham (Ala.} News. (RNS)

"There is no way to live a Christ-like life and still
have the freedom to kill one's neighbor."
-Glen E. Weaver of Apex, N.C., writing in the Mennonite
Association of Retired Persons Pages newsletter

'"More than at any other thne there is a great
awareness of the need for a credible and relevant
interreligious clialogue."
-Catholicos Aram I, moderator of the World Council of Churches central
committee, speaking at an ecumenical event in Geneva .. Switzerland

"You can put up all the lights you want, spell
Jesus ou your rooftop.... But it's not the
decorations. It's the expressiou of your heart
that other people can see."
-Arkansas Assembly of God pastor Rod Loy, speaking to USA Today
about evangelicals' Christmas displays. He was quoted by
Martin E. Marty in The Christian Century.

CULTUREVIEW
• Donations to religious congregations in the United States
rose by nearly 2 percent last
year, to an estimated $88 billion,
accord ing to a new study by the
Giving USA Foundation.
Charitable contributions overall
were at a record high last year,
increasing by 5 percent to an
estimated $248.5 billion. Most
donations flowing to the Dec. 26
Asian tsunami, will be included
with figures for 2005. (RNS)
• A report from the American
Academy of Religion said the
number of college religion
majors increased 26 percent
from 1996 to 2000, and that total
enrollment in religion classes
rose 15 percent. (RNS)
• Ten Thousand Villages has
launched a new e-commerce
website at www.tenthousandvil!ages.com. The new site features
online shopping with a unique
collection of more than 250 fairly
traded gift and home decor
items including handcrafted baskets, ceramics, textiles, musical
instruments, and jewelry.
(Mennonite News Service)
• The US National Council of
Churches has developed a six-

part lesson book, For the Peace
of the World to help its members ask questions about what
faith teaches us about our actions
in the world. It is published by
Friendship Press. Details are at
www.ncccusa.org/peace.
• Democrats are losing
their effort to convince voters
that they take religion seriously,
according to a new poll by the
Pew Forum on Religion & Public
Life. It found that fewer than
one-third of voters see the
Democrats as "friendly" to religion, down from 40 percent last
year. The drop has been
sharpest among independents,
down to just 24 percent from 43
percent last year. The GOP continues to be seen as friendly to
religion by 55 percent of
Americans, a figure that has
changed little since 2003. At the
same time, voters seem
concerned that religious
conservatives among
Republicans, and
secularists among
Democrats, have
too much sway
in the two parties. (RNS)

JUST FOR FUN: WORD FIND
PEACE ON EARTH In the puzzle below, find these 12 terms
associated with the Christmas season. Answers can be
horizontal, vertical, diagonal, and backwards:

"And he puzzled three hours, till his puzzler was
sore. Then the Grinch thought of something he
hadn't before! "Mayhe Christmas,' he thought,
"doesn't come from a store. Maybe Christmas
perhaps means a little hit more."
-from Dr. Seuss' "How the Grinch Stole Christmas"

""Ies hard for Mennonites to just sit. Om· gospel
often wears overalls."
-Kevin King, executive coordinator of Mennonite Disaster Relief,
speaking to the Chicago Tribune in September about the
denomination's Hurricane Katrina response

"We need new believers-not as people to mold
into om· own image, hut lo mold us more and
more together into the image of Jesus Christ."
-Illinois/Wisconsin District executive Jim Yaussy Albright, preaching on the
need for congregations to be open to the change that comes with new members

shepherds
manger
star
myrrh
angels
Bethlehem
Mary
Joseph
peace
carols
baby
Christmas

A M B L

E

R A T

N A

G

L

J

O

T

N O G

O

J

D

H

G

E

Z

H

S

E

C

A

E

E

P

S

S

V N X

H O

R

Y

E

N T

C

O

G

P

H

E

H

T

S

H

·A

N

R

D R M B

N O N E

E A R

T

P

R

Y

H Y

G

E

A

E B R G

R O E S

D A W C

A

R O

L S

M

O

J

A

B

L

T

H

H

C

S

D O H T
S

NTTHNEOFE
RBET

P

L

L

M

L

A

XS

LEHEMS
Messenger December 2005

L

Living out our peacemaking heritage
requires cultural engagement
by Scott Holland

A

our church's active involvement in an
international and ecumenical vision of
am often asked by members of our denom- peacemaking.
When the World Council of Churches
ination, ''Are we still a peace church?" The
(WCC)
declared this time in history as a
question emerges from an uneasy recogni"Decade to Overcome Violence, " the
tion that many in our pews and some in
executive secretary of the WCC invited
our pulpits no longer embrace our biblical
theologians and leaders of the Historic
Peace Churches-Brethren, Mennonites
and Quakers-to help the Council articulate and embody the theology and practice
of peacemaking. We of course said, "Yes!"
It is rather ironic that while some in our
denomination are distancing from the iden tity as a peace church, the broader
Christian community is looking to us for
some guidance on how to overcome violence and live peacefully, simply, and
together. In fact, our ecumenical friends are
telling us that our heritage of peacemaking
! is one of the greatest gifts we Brethren can
offer not only to the world but also to con. temporary Christian ethics and evangelism.
in
s:
Our evolving story of seeking to be a
~ living peace church led Bethany to
become the host institution for planning
and fundraising for a major gathering of
and theological heritage of peacemaking in peace church and ecumenical leaders in
Nairobi, Kenya, in August 2004. There
a blessed but broken world. Aware that
we heard terrifying accounts of violence,
many contemporary Brethren are indeed
yet also hopeful stories of reconciliation
ambivalent about and even resistant to the
claims that peace is central to our Christian from our brothers and sisters from Kenya,
Nigeria, Rwanda, Sudan, Congo, and
and denominational identity, how do I
answer this question?
many other African countries.
At Nairobi, I was invited to present an
This past year I have been answering
opening address on what it means to be a
this honest and probing question with a
peace church in the world. I now invite
narrative. I have been telling the story of
s a professor of peace studies at
Bethany Theological Seminary I

I

German Mennonite theologian
Fernando Enns, left, visits with
members of Ekklesiyar Yan 'uwa a
Nigeria (Church of the Brethren in
Nigeria) at the "Watu Wa Amani"
Historic Peace Churches conference in
Kenya in 2004. Plans for a similar
event in Asia were under way this fall.
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Brethren and others made their
feelings about the Iraq war
known on an Illinois bridge with
a protest in March 2003.

when Jesus comes to us as
the stranger.
The Hebrew Bible presents us with the astonishing
story of Melchizedek. He
was not of the tribe, clan, or
faith of Father Abraham. He
came out of the desert to the
tent of Abraham offering a
gift of bread and wine.
Abraham greeted and warm ly received this stranger.
Bread was broken and wine
was poured as Abraham and
f Melchizedek communed
together. Abraham even paid
! this mysterious visitor a
} tithe. This man, Melchizedek,
[ was a stranger priest from
~ the far country.
..__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
The New Testament writer
readers to join me at our conference cenof the book of Hebrews offers a shocking
ter outside of Nairobi in the high hills of
interpretation of this Melchizedek narraKenyan tea country. The following words
tive. We are told Jesus is not really like the
from my African address will provide a
proper priests from the familial lines of
window into a current, international conAaron and Levi; instead, Jesus is more like
versation on a public theology of peaceMelchizedek. He is more like this stranger
making or a call for the church to be in
priest from the far country. This story
the world for the good of the world:
helps us remember that we must be very
attentive to and respectful of the stranger,
• • •
the other, the alien, even the heretic. It
In a world like ours, a world of harsh idehelps us remember that a religion that fails
ologies, tribalisms, and clashes between
to love and welcome the stranger can
fighting gods, it is well to remember that
become a source of terror rather than
Jesus, whom the biblical witness calls the
transformation in the world.
Prince of Peace, often comes to us as a
A peace church not only cares for its
stranger. Indeed, Jesus also comes to us
own members-its friends-but is comas a friend, and it is wonderful to know
mitted to creating public spaces and dem Jesus in this way. But it is likewise marocratic politics that are hospitable to
velous to be surprised when Jesus appears
strangers from the far country. These
to us as a stranger.
strangers may embody different religions,
There is a great temptation in any reliphilosophies, and lifestyles.
gion to domesticate the divine and thus
The Historic Peace Churches have led
make God our own family, churchly, tribthe way not only in teaching peace theoloal, or national deity. The genius of the
gy to our members but also in presenting
Judea-Christian tradition's representation
a doctrine of separation of church and
of God is seen in the diverse stories
state as foundational for a genuine public
through which the divine presence in his peace. We in this peace church heritage
tory is presented as both familiar and total- have resisted theocratic temptations,
ly other or strange. I would suggest that as whether embodied in the theologies and
we work for peace in a broken world we
politics of Constantinianism, radical
need to be especially attentive to the times
Zionism, or shari'ah law. We are commit-

f

ted to a public peace. We are committed
to seeking the shalom of the city. We are
called to a ministry of reconciliation in all
of life whether we find ourselves in the
sanctuary or in the city streets.
A meditation on the vision of the
prophet Jeremiah provides a window into
this call to be peacemakers in the world
and for the world. Jeremiah calls us to a
kind of worldly holiness as he tells the
people of God living in exile to seek the
peace of the city. The Jews, the people of
God, were living in exile down by the
rivers of Babylon, and some of them felt
they could not sing the Lord's song in a
strange land. Some of their prophets and
priests believed it was necessary to return
to Jerusalem, the holy city, the high and
exalted mountain of God.
Yet Jeremiah said, "Someday you will
return, but now this is what you shall do.
You shall build houses. You shall plant
gardens. You shall take husbands and
wives and have sons and daughters and
seek the peace and welfare of the city, for
in its peace you shall find your peace."
It is very important to remember that
this city to which the prophet refers is not
Jerusalem, but it is instead in the land of
Babylon. We are called, it seems, to seek
cultures of peace in this world. We thus do
more than preach peace and protest war.
We build houses and live in them. We plant
gardens and joyfully eat the produce. We
take partners and with hope have sons and
daughters. In seeking the welfare of the
city we are seeking the common good,
even by the rivers of Babylon.
This prophetic vocation is a call to cultural engagement, to an experience of
being a living peace church in a blessed,
fallen world. Our shalom, our salvation,
our redemption, must touch all of life in
ways that lead to reconciliation- not only
between the solitary individual and God,
but also between solitary souls and society.
The relationship of soul to society or the
movement from the sanctuary to the streets
is admittedly complicated and challenging.
We are now seeing a rise of global fundamentalism. Many fundamentalists, whether
Muslim or Christian, feel they have a God'sMessenger December 2005

eye view of the world and thus a right and a
responsibility to impose their religion and
politics on the entire public square.
We in the peace church traditions have
an important phrase, "No force in religion." Therefore, even if we feel we have
seen truth, we do not impose that truth
with the force of either the sword or the
autocratic statute. This is why we are passionately committed to the separation of
church and state and to the model of a

common good. We seek not only the interests of our community or church, because
as ambassadors for Christ we are called to
a large and loving ministry of reconciliation in the world.
Yet with so much God- talk in our world
leading to bloody conflicts, how do we
speak in the public square? How do we
go public with our faith? At times we
might find ourselves speaking very confes sionally while living redemptively even in

The broader Christian community is looking to us
for some guidance on how to overcome violence
and live peacefully, simply, and together.
democratic society that provides safe and
hospitable space for a diversity of persons,
politics, and religions.
We embrace the peaceful tradition of no
force in religion, but we do not retreat
from society into sacred reservations. We
know that to truly love the neighbor means
that one must take some responsibility for
the neighbor's history and well-being. The
idea of a public theology of peacemaking
is grounded in the
metaphor of seeking the
welfare of the city, which
is really ministering to the

secular places.
However, my Nigerian students presented
me with an intriguing possibility about this
dilemma of sacred versus secular talk in
public places. They suggested that at times
the Holy Spirit can in fact lead us into a
public discourse that is not heavy with God talk but is nevertheless formed and informed
by a living faith and a Christian worldview. I
like this suggestion very much because the
stories we tell and the speech we use can
indeed provoke war or make peace.
The Historic Peace Churches know that
speech matters. Indeed, it matters so

RESOURCES
• The Annual Conference Statement of the Church of the
Brethren on War, as amended in 1970, can be viewed at
www.brethren.org/ac/ac_statementsnowar.htm.
• An article on the Brethren peace heritage by historian
Donald F. Durnbaugh is online at www.brethren.org/genbd/
witn ess/Peace/PeaceSocia ICo nee rn. htm
• The Church of the Brethren has been active in the past year in
discussions regarding alternative service and other preparations in case of a draft being enacted. A consultation of Historic
Peace Church representatives took place in Elgin, Ill., in March
2005. The General Board's Brethren Witness/Washington Office
has made available a packet and other resources on conscientious objection. It is available at www.brethren.org/genbd/witness/Conscientious0bjection/C0index.htm .
• On Earth Peace is publishing monthly "Living Peace Church
News & Notes" and has numerous other peace resources available,
from worship resources to study guides to bumper stickers. A listing
is at www.brethren.org/oepa/resources.html, or call 410-635-8704.
• The Peace Book, a pocket-sized peacemaking manual espeMessenger December 2005
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much that language must become material
or incarnational; the word must become
flesh among us again and again. Faith and
following, or speech about peacemaking
and the embodied practices of compassionate service to others, can never be
pried apart. For this reason we insist that
we are not merely historic peace churches
but living peace churches.
Yes, we are living in a world of increasing
tribalism, nationalism, fundamentalism,
and violence. Thus, like Abraham, whom
Jews, Christians, and Muslims all consider
a wise father of the faith, we must watch
for that stranger priest from the far coun try. When we see him we must gladly greet
him and commune with him. Then we
must leave our tent and likewise carry the
generous gift of bread and wine to others.
What is this gift that we might offer to
others at this particular moment in history? Our ecumenical friends tell us that our
bread and wine is indeed our heritage of
Christian peacemaking, for when they call
us by name, we are still a peace church. li!
Scott Holland is associate professor of Peace & Cross
Cultura l Studies at Bethany Theologica l Sem inary in
Richmond, Ind. He is an active preacher in the Church of
the Brethren and a contributing editor to Crosscurrents
journal in New York.

cially designed for youth, is available from the Brethren
Witness/Wash ington Office. Call 800-785-3246.
• A Youth Peace Travel Team sponsored by several Brethren
organizations travels to camps and other events each summer. It
is usually composed of four young adults ages 18-22.
Applications for the 2006 team are due by Feb. 4. Details are at
www.brethren.org/genbd/witness/YPTT.htm.
• The Decade to Overcome Violence is a global effort initiated by the World Council of Churches. Brethren affirmed joining
the movement at the 2000 Annual Conference. More information
is at www.brethren.org/dov/
• Titles available from Brethren Press include Biblical
Pacifism, by Dale W. Brown; Peace is Everybody's Business, by
Marta Daniels; Becoming Peacemakers, by Diane Stanton-Rich;
Shoes of Peace, a collection of letters from peacemakers; and
numerous others. Call 800-441-3712 or visit
www.BrethrenPress.com.
• A book and a DVD about the Africa Historic Peace Churches
conference ("Watu Wa Amani: People of Peace) will be available
soon. Plans call for the DVD to be sent to all congregations.
• Free peace-related online worship resources from Brethren
Press can be found at www.brethren.org/genbd/BP/WayOfPeace.
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a life-giving alternative for the world
by Tim McElwee

A

the war in Vietnam raged on in
the 1960s and body counts were

reported in the evening news like the latest
sports scores, I found myself among a
small minority at my small high school in
Warrensburg, Mo., who dared to publicly
express our opposition to the war.
We felt isolated, and, to use a popular
term in our militarized society, we felt
"under attack" for our anti-war views.

Youth at the 2001 Church of the
Brethren Christian Citizenship
Seminar carry a banner calling for
peace and justice in the world during
a march through Washington, D.C.

Reared as a Roman Catholic, I joined the
Church of the Brethren as a 16-year-old
pacifist yearning to understand the biblical
basis of conscientious objection to war. I
found in my home church a warm and welcoming community of believers who lovingly taught me by word and deed what it
means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, and
how to strive with integrity to follow God's
call to active peacemaking in the face of
hostility and resentment.

Pastor Wilbur Hoover preached and taught
the fundamentals of a Christ-centered pacifist ethic. My unpopular attitudes toward the
war, which were written off by my most of
my peers as either nmve, or worse, unpatriotic, were universally shared by my new com munity of faith. Within the Church of the
Brethren I learned that my faith-based rejection of the slaughter of Vietnamese sisters
and brothers was grounded in the unconditional love of Jesus Christ who willingly died
at the hands of enemies rather than kill.
As a young convert, I was unsure of
many dimensions of my newfound faith
community, but I was certain of the
strength and biblical basis of our peace witness. Imagine my surprise a few years later
when I became acquainted with members
of the church, many of whom were raised
in died-in-the-wool Brethren families, who
knew relatively little about our peace witness and who seemed to care about it even
less. I wondered why their experiences
were so different from my own.
As a Bethany Theological Seminary student in the late 1970s, I stumbled upon a
195 7 doctoral dissertation written by
Church of the Brethren scholar Lorell Weiss
titled, "Socio-Psychological Factors in the
Pacifism of the Church of the Brethren
During the Second World War." Among
many fascinating historical accounts, Weiss
tells the story of David Gerdes, a Church of
the Brethren minister who was sentenced to
10 years in prison during World War I for
advising his parishioners against buying war
bonds. Then, in reference to the World War
II era, Weiss tells of one devoted Brethren
elder, "a veteran of many baptisms where he
had instructed applicants on the church's
peace belief and exacted a promise from
Messenger December 2005

Brethren at the
National Older Adult
Conference in 2002 put
together a petition
speaking out against
the war in Iraq.

them not to go to war, [who] ~et up a war
bond office in the basement of his church."
The peace tradition, Weiss points out,
was the "sharpest point of conflict between
the Brethren and the culture." Like many
scholars before him, he sought to understand what happened to our historic opposition to war in the years leading up to the
Second World War. Today, many people are
similarly asking whether we are still a peace
church. One major force to reckon with in
such queries is the impact of society.
Since our founding the Brethren have
renounced war. Yet, as many have noted,
some Brethren have rejected our peace
heritage in every war since we arrived in
the United States in the early 18th century. For nearly as many years we have
asked why so few of us faithfully adhere
to our peace witness.
This is an important question, although

that is, the ability of social expectations to
prevail over belief and faith.
Biblical scholar Walter Brueggemann's
approach suggests that when attempting to
understand the challenges of living as people
of faith in a world clamoring for our atten tion and filled with voices beckoning us to
follow less than Christ-like paths, it is helpful to begin by noting that everyone lives by
a script. We may not be fully conscious of
the words that comprise our script, but they
carry enormous meaning for us, and they
compel us to behave in rather specific ways.
As sociologists Peter Berger and
Thomas Luckmann suggested nearly 40
years ago, ideas and beliefs that seem
beyond question to us can often be
described as social constructs. These
human inventions conform to what
Brueggemann has called our script. He
suggests that the dominant script of US

The calling of the church is to bear witness to the
failure of this script, and to proclaim the alternative script that is rooted in God's truth.

I

its "glass half-empty" orientation tends to
society today is that of "technological,
ignore the faithful and courageous witness therapeutic, militarist-consumerism." This
of those who have willingly suffered great
dominant societal script promises us safehardship in faithfulness to God's call to
ty and happiness. But according to
active and costly discipleship. Within the
Brueggemann, it has failed, and in the
process, it has failed us.
church, and in society at large, the people
we tend to admire are often those who
The calling of the church is to bear wittook unpopular, yet theologically and/or
ness to the failure of this script, and to proethically grounded positions against com manly approved behavior. We easily call to :
mind many of these Brethren leaders, all
(
of them peacemakers: John Naas,
:!:'
Christopher Sauer II, John Kline, Dan
West, Dale Aukerman, Cliff Kindy, and
participants in Civilian Public Service.
This cloud of witnesses notwithstanding, it is useful to examine the social pres,,
.._e
sures that draw people away from our
d
~ .,
denominational peace witness. These
c
pressures are inherent in socialization~
'-"

claim the alternative script that is rooted in
God's truth. As Brethren, we do this best in
our deliberations and through the official
statements we adopt at Annual Conference.
However, as Brueggemann points out, the
alternative script we proclaim is not monolithic and complete. It is grounded in
God's truth, but there are problems.
First of all, we finite mortals, through
our rag- tag attempts at communication,
can only hint at the essence of a hidden
God. The alternative script is partial; it is
written, as it were, by committee.
Secondly, we often quarrel over which
parts of this flawed counter-script are
most important. Memories of Annual
Conference debates quickly come to mind.
Finally, Brueggemann emphasizes that
most of us are ambiguous about the alternative script. We would prefer to keep
both scripts and vacillate between them. At
this point the words of the prophet Elijah
may be ringing in our ears: "How long will
you go limping with two different opin ions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if
Baal, then follow him" (1 Kings 18:21).
Although we have many examples of
Christ-centered peacemakers in the church,
it is also true that throughout our history
Brethren have limped between what historian
Don Durnbaugh described as our founders'
"firm stand against war and violence," and
the dominant script of our society.
Jeff Bach notes in his article "Our
Conscience is Bound: A Survey of the
Brethren Peace Witness" (Brethren Life
and Thought, fall 2000) that contrary to
common opinion, some Brethren took up
arms against their attackers during the

©

l;
t"
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Daniel Radcliff, Carle
Gaier, Chris Palsgrove,
and Ben Kreider made
up the 2002 Youth Peace
Travel Team. A team of
young adults, sponsored
by several Brethren
organizations, annually
travels to camps and major Brethen
gatherings to teach
peace.

French and Indian War. Threatened by
fines and imprisonment, Brethren leaders
during World War I retracted the official
"Goshen Statement" that urged Brethren
not to enlist in the military.
In The Church of the Brethren and War,
Rufus Bowman recalled that "Brethren
farmers and businessmen put thousands
of dollars into Liberty Bonds" during
World War I. Such instances lead Bach to
conclude, "By World War II, the Brethren
were rhetorical pacifists, with only a small
minority practicing the Church's teaching
on peace." The record improved somewhat during the Korean and Vietnam
wars. As Dale Brown notes in his most
recent book, Another Way of Believing: A
Brethren Theology, the number of
Brethren conscientious objectors during
these years increased to perhaps 40 percent among draft-age men.
The dominant script frequently overwhelms our consciousness and our corporate conscience. But the measure of how
faithfully and consistently we proclaim our
alternative script of Christian peacemaking should not be judged by these human
failures. It should be judged by our best
attempts to discern the mind of Christ,
and to articulate God's alternative script
of inclusive love.
Throughout the centuries, in times of
peace and war, when the Annual
Conference has been asked to clarify our
peace witness, the overwhelming majority
of the body affirms our historic conviction
that all war is sin. The clarity of our peace
witness is not found exclusively in a distant golden era of the past; it is found
throughout our history. It is at the very

foundation of our understanding of what
it means to be the church.
The question then becomes not whether
the Church of the Brethren is still a peace
church-our consistent Annual
Conference record testifies to our commitment to this important part of our understanding of God's counter-script. Rather,
the question is: How should this peace
church faithfully sustain its moral vision?
We are blessed with many opportunities
through On Earth Peace, New
Community Project, Christian Peacemaker
Teams, and other organizations to actively
work for peace and justice. But even if we
simply stake a claim to "rhetorical pacifism," which takes considerable courage
in the present climate, we are still practicing the church's teaching on peace and
countering the dominant script. To do so
requires that we faithfully and boldly proclaim Christ's way of peace within a culture that celebrates the myth of redemptive violence and surrounds us daily with
the false script of militarism and war.
The Brethren tagline, "Peacefully. Simply.
Together," strikes me as an intriguing alternative to Brueggemann's dominant script of
"technological, therapeutic, militarist-consumerism." A simple-living community of
faithful Christian peacemakers stands in
stark contrast to the dominant script of our
society. But as Weiss noted nearly 50 years
ago, "Pacifist nonconformists required the
undergirding of group solidarity in order to
maintain their unpopular stand against the
broader culture."
To live an alternative vision in the midst of
war and within a militarized society requires
a committed faith community grounded in

Christ's way of seeking peace through
peaceful means. I found such a community
when I joined the Church of the Brethren
many years ago. Despite our failings, and
although we can only see in a mirror dimly,
I continue to whole-heartedly proclaim
God's alternative script which is grounded
in Christ's message of inclusive love.
By living as Christian peacemakers in
our war -torn world, we reclaim our history
as we break the cycle of war and violence
that enslaves so many of our sisters and
brothers around the world. The script of
the Gospels is that "God did not send the
Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved
through him" (John 3: 17) . Everyone's
future, including the future of our church,
depends on following God's script. Ii!
"Tim McElwee is Plowshares associate professor of peace
studies at Manchester Col lege in North Manchester, Ind.,
and director of the Peace Studies Institute. He is a member
of Manchester Church of the Brethren.

A LIVING PEACE CHURCH
Annual Conference delegates in 2003 adopted a resolution that presented a "Call for a
Living Peace Church." Brought to Conference jointly by On Earth Peace and the Church
of the Brethren General Board, the resolution says the church will "follow Jesus in
seeking together an active Christian peace witness in our congregations and districts."
Time is to be provided at each Annual Conference through 2010 for congregations to

Many Brethren congregations, like
Skippack Church of the Brethren in
Collegeville, Pa., hold peace retreats
for youth and adults to study
Brethren heritage and current events.

report on peacemaking efforts. The full statement is at www.brethren.org/ac/ac_statements/2003LivingPeaceChurch.html.
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by Ken Gibble

at

is this?

The true gift of Christmas calls us back to simplicity
here is a Christmas song
nearly everybody knows, a

song that takes its title from
the first four words: "What
Child Is This?" That's usually the
way we say or sing it: What child is
this? But maybe we ought to say it
another way: What child is this?
It's a good question. What child is
this anyway, this child sleeping on Mary's
lap, greeted by the greatest-an angel
choir-and visited by the least-a bunch
of shepherds? And if he is really King of
kings and Lord of lords, why, as the song
puts it, does he lie in "such mean estate,
where ox and ass are feeding?"
Maybe because God wants to tell the
world something about divinity, that the
place to look for the holy is in the commonplace. Isn't that what the grown man
Jesus was trying to tell us when he said
that we will meet him face to face when ever we feed the hungry, visit the prisoner, or welcome the stranger, that in simple
acts of service to those in need we are,
believe it or not, serving him?
Maybe that, among other things, is
what Luke's account of the birth is saying
to you, to me. And maybe that donkey we
imagine Mary riding on as she and Joseph
travel to Bethlehem is a forerunner to the
donkey Jesus himself will ride years later
when he enters Jerusalem and is hailed by
a joyful crowd. And maybe the wood of
that manger, "rude and bare" as one of
the Christmas songs puts it, is a foreshadowing of the rude, bare wood of the cross
Messenger December 2005

he will hang upon. "Nails, spear shall
pierce him through," the song says, "the
cross be borne for me, for you."
Looking on the quiet, lovely scene of
Joseph, Mary, and her baby, you and I
sometimes feel a chill blow across the
backs of our necks. We know what lies
ahead for this child. As a small boy, I once
heard my grandmother musing aloud. She
wondered if, when a baby is born, instead
of celebrating, we should be shedding
tears, for we know that every human life is

from a loved one, the visit of birds to your
feeder in the back yard. Can it be that God
can be found in such common places?
Yes. Oh, yes.
There is another Christmas song worth
mentioning. It's not at all like "What Child
Is This? " This other song enumerates what
"my true love gave to me" on the 12 days
of Christmas. On the first day of Christmas,
you remember, my true love gave to
me a ... what? A partridge in a pear tree.
Then in succeeding days come two turtle-

Maybe God wants to tell the world something about
divinity, that the place to look for the holy is in the
commonplace. Isn't that what the grown man Jesus was
trying to tell us when he said that we will meet him face to
face whenever we feed the hungry.
touched by suffering, by pain, by loss .
But we don't do that, of course. A baby
born is always a sign of hope, of promise,
of new possibilities. Especially this baby,
this one we call "Immanuel," which
means "God is with us."
How is God with us?; how is God with
you? Where do you look for God? How
do you listen for God?
I hope for you and for me, as we draw
nearer to the day on which we celebrate
the birth of the Christ child, that we will
watch and listen for God in the common
places, in the simplest, earthiest things: a
single candle lighted in a dark room, a
smile from a stranger as you elbow your
way through a crowded store, an embrace

doves, three French hens, four calling birds,
until finally we get to five gold rings, something of a relief after all those birds.
Years ago I saw a TV show that depicted what all those gifts on the 12 days of
Christmas would have looked .like. It
started out so innocently. A delivery man
rides his bicycle up to the house, knocks
on the door, and hands a miniature pear
tree with a partridge sitting on one of the
branches to a young woman. She smiles
with delight at this lovely gift.
The next day he returns with another
pear tree with another partridge in it, plus
a cage containing two turtledoves. Each
day he returns and, after a few days, the
one receiving the gifts isn't smiling quite

so much. Birds are flying all over the
house, laying eggs at inappropriate places
and depositing other signs of their presence on the carpet and furniture.
Things really start getting out of hand
when six geese a-laying and then seven
swans a-swimming are brought to the
house. When eight maids a-milking eight
cows show up, the scene turns into utter
chaos. By the time the pipers, dancers,
drummers, and lords a-leaping appear,
the beloved has had enough. She runs
screaming from the house.
The whole thing was hilarious, as it
poked fun at the orgy of gift-buying that
has invaded what ought to be a time of
simple, yet profound, joy in our hearts for
the gift of a child who reveals to us that
the commonplace can be holy.
What child is this, who, laid to rest, on
Mary's lap is sleeping? This, this is Christ
the King, the holy gift who helps us see that
on the first day of Christmas, and the second day, and the third day, and every other
day of our lives, our True Love gives to us
the gift of love itself, love that declares we
are treasured beyond imagining by the One
who lighted not just the star that guided the
wise men, but all the stars.
So let us do as the Christmas song
urges us to do. Let us "raise, raise the
song on high; [as] the virgin sings her
lullaby; joy, joy, for Christ is born, the
babe, the son of Mary."ll!
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It's in their DNA
Delaware congregation lives out its tradition of service

by Allen T. Hansell

I

n early fall 2004, Craig Smith,
Atlantic Northeast District executive,

asked if I would be interested in serving
as interim pastor at Wilmington (Del.)
Church of the Brethren. I was surprised. I
had never considered the possibility of
returning to Wilmington in a pastoral
role. I completed a wonderful, 18-year
pastorate there in 1985, and, now,· 20
years later, the church was interested in
my return.
I called my wife, Lois, at work with the
news, and she wondered what there was
to think about. "Why wouldn't we want
to do that? " she exclaimed. I still had
some apprehension and many questions.
Wouldn't it be better, I reasoned, not to
disturb the many wonderful memories
there? What will I find upon my return?
Can a former pastor go home?
Wilmington is more like home to us
than the actual homes where Lois and I
grew up in Virginia, largely because we
raised our three children in Wilmington.
Members of the church became loving
surrogate grandparents to them. I said to
myself, "If I find a church very different
from the one I left in 1985, will I be terri bly disappointed? Will they be disappoint ed in me? They have not worked with me
for 20 years, and I've chaqged."
All of these questions nearly led me to
say no to the offer to interview. In the
end, though, the tug on my heart was too
great to overcome. I accepted the call and
served as their interim pastor for 12
months, from Nov. 1, 2004, to Oct. 31 of
this year.
My return to Wilmington led me to
make an observation that may have value
for other churches, one that has to do
with a congregation's lived history. I call it
a congregation's "DNA."
Much has been written about change,
and how difficult it is for a person or a
group of people to change their essential
Messenger December 2005

natures. I suspect this applies when the
history is negative and destructive as well
as when it is positive and healthy.
Congregations with a history of disruptive
conflict and a weak sense of purpose
seem to relive that history again and
again. lq my experience, change frequent ly results from a drarpatic intervention,
planned or accidental, and it does not
come easily or quickly.
If a negative history is part of congregation's DNA, as it were, what does that say
about its best-made plans for programs of

talks about being "predestined to be con formed to the image of God's Son"
(Rom.8: 29). Well, I can say the same
thing about Wilmington. It is a very healthy
congregation, free of destructive conflict,
and new members are "predestined" to
embrace an attitude of nurture and service.
Many new people have joined the church
over the past 20 years, and they have had
several pastors, but the essential nature of
the church remains. The church has
attracted new members who drive long dis tances because of its service orientation.

It would be easy for Wilmington to become lost
to Brethren. It is rather isolated from other
congregations in the district, but they are very
Brethren in their orientation and practices.
nurture, Christian education, church growth,
youth ministry, and pastoral relations? If
negative histories are as difficult to change as
I suspect they are, what does that say about
district and denomination~ programs of
renewal, to say nothing of evangelism?
One of my first experiences upon my
return to Wilmington was to work with a
committee called by the church board to
write a vision statement. I was amazed at
how easily a statement emerged, and how
quickly it was adopted by the board and
congregation. It reads: "Growing to Serve,
Serving to Grow ... in God's Love." The
chair of the committee said she had been
thinking about this for a long time, and on
her way to the church that evening the
vision statement came to her. We all
agreed rather quickly that she had cap tured the spirit of the congregation.
How did that statement emerge so
quickly? I believe the members have been
nurtured to think that way. Jeremiah was
told that God "called" him long before he
was born to be a prophet (Jer. 1:5). Paul

It's in their theological DNA.
A brief written history of the congregation states that it was service-minded
from its beginning in 1916. It has always
had a strong ne~d to identify with the
neighborhood where the building is located, but not just for the purpose of gaining
new members. Th~ congregation has
taken Matthew 25:3 5-36 quite literally.
These words were recorded in c;hurch
minutes,April 16, 1936:
''An outstanding event in the history of the
church was the sheltering and furnishing of
hot coffee and soup by the Ladies Aid to
hundreds ofWPA (Works Progress
Administration) men working on the sewerage project during the winter of 19351936. "
They did that at no charge because they
cared about those workers and the important project in the community.
In 1969, I worked with United
Methodists, Roman Catholics, and
Presbyterians to create the Richardson
Park Community Action Program Inc.

Wilmington Church of the
Brethren, one of two
Brethren congregations
currently in Delaware, was
founded in 1916.

f

to others is at the heart of being a follower
[ of Christ. One cannot belong to that con~- gregation very long without being quietly
~ nurtured in this service-mindedness, and
before they know it, new members are just
~ like others who have been there.
r;:
Is that a good thing? I think it is wonderful,
and it was a joy and a blessing for Lois
Food Crisis Fund on the first Sunday of
That ministry brought many thousands of
and
me to walk a little further with them on
federal dollars to the poorest of the poor in each month. Three of Wilmington's mem their
journey of faith. They have their issues,
the community to give them indoor plumb- bers volunteer each week to teach men in
and
they
are far from perfect, but they thrive
the community to read.
ing for the first time and pave dirt streets.
on
God's
grace and they are graceful
It would be easy for Wilmington to
The church opened its doors for a tutoring
become lost to Brethren. It is rather isolat- toward others. They have a positive DNA.
program for elementary children, and
I wonder: Is there also a negative DNA
ed from other congregations in the dismany of the members served as tutors.
that keeps some congregations from living
trict, but they are very Brethren in their
RPCAP offered creative programs for
out God's purpose for them? ll!
orientation and practices. Being a smallyouth, and it provided food, good used
clothing at nominal prices (what is now the membership church, they are frequently
Allen T. Hansell is a former district executive and Genera l
Board staff member. He currently serves as director of
under financial stress, but they give what
Thrift Store was started by Lois on the
church rela tions for Elizabethtown (Pa .) Col lege. He and his
they can to Brethren agencies and organiclosed-in front porch of the parsonage in
w ife live in Mountville, Pa.
zations in addition to their support of
the mid-1970s), counseling for troubled
families and youth, and much more. I won- RPCAP and other local outreach projects.
P E NNS Y LVANIA
_,,.-·-·- .
They are very involved in disaster relief via
dered what I would find upon my return.
' _ _ _ _ _,;,· .: JS
( il;:n...n.--...
...,,..
At the suggestion of a new member from
the Brethren Disaster Auction, and each
•Newa~
P91awaffi)
another denomination, the Wilmington con - year a number of members go on work
!•
gregation started serving the eucharist on
projects. This past spring, two groups
!MiddlelOWrf•,
l
\
worked in Pensacola, Fla.
the first Sunday each month in the mid!smyma.
\
, _ '9-1a'il00 ~\\
Wilmington is blessed with the ministry
1970s. They also started bringing food for
i Dover•✓ \
of an active deacon board, equipping
the RPCAP food closet on that Sunday. "As
i
i
themselves for effective caregiving min we are given the bread and cup in worship,
i
i Ha~ngton • Milford \ \
symbols of Christ's body and blood, we
istries. The church board last October
ChesapeakQ
Bay
\ DE ~AWAR ~,.. \
must give to others," they said. So on the
called two women to the set-apart ministry
i J3ridgeviRe
I
Georgetown•
first Sunday in November, following my
and recommended them to the district
i
• Seaford
"_-:,
j
/
MillSboto
,.;:.:,
return, the members brought their brown
ministry commission. One student will
j Lauro1•
Fra('lkJord •
i- -·- ·- - ·- ·-·- ·- ·- -- 75•
75•
bags of food and placed them on the floor
pursue a degree with Bethany Theological
in front of the communion table. Wow! This Seminary, and the other will be a Training
church was still celebrating communion and in Ministry (TRIM) student at the
ABOUT WILMINGTON
Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center and
feeding the hungry 30 years later. They also
Wilmington Church of the Brethren
Elizabethtown College. A third member
bring their 2-cents-a-meal offering for the
is at the southeastern corner of
will begin a degree program in the spring,
Global Food Crisis Fund each first Sunday.
Atlantic Northeast District and is one
The other member churches have told me and at least one other person is consider of only two Church of the Brethren
ing set-apart ministry. All of these memagain and again this past year that RPCAP
congregations in Delaware. Its curbers participated in a year-long "Preaching
would not survive without the Brethren.
rent building dates to 1926.
and Worship Leadership" class.
Three Brethren members serve on the
According to the Church of the
RPCAP board in leadership positions, and
Wilmington Church of the Brethren is
Brethren Yearbook, it had 120 memone of them serves as chair. They also bring spiritually alive. They are deeply commitbers as of December 2004.
their 2-cents -a-meal offering for the Global ted to Jesus Christ, but they believe service
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"Elijah Heals the Widow's Son," by Julius Schnoor von Carolsfeld, from Oas Buch der BUcher in Bilden.

1 King~: Faith and political
power intersect
by Kim McDowell

Vings and queens. Court intrigue.
Resplendent surroundings.

I~

International maneuvering. And God's will.
The books of 1 and 2 Kings are stories of
Israel's royal power-viewed through the
lens of theology. Here, what matters most
for comprehending events rightly is God's
purpose within or beyond them.
Telling the tales of the kings of Israel
and Judah, the books are full of complex
motives and drama. They are history, but
history from the perspective of God's
activity in the world. Laced with issues of
faith and politics, the scope of Kings is
contemporary in many ways.
In the first chapter, King David is nearing the end of his life. Power is about to
shift hands. Rivalry between two potential
successors sets the stage immediately for
conflict. One is Adonijah, the heir apparent, the other, Solomon, son of
Bathsheba. In the story, Nathan the
prophet and Bathsheba combine forces.
Their goal-which succeeds-is to sway
David toward choosing Solomon for the
throne. When all is said and done,
Adonijah is dead and Solomon is king.
So begins the reign of the grandest of
Israel's monarchs. Legendary is
Solomon's discernment in administering
justice. The well-known story told in
chapter 3 testifies dramatically to it. Two
harlots who live in the same house give
birth close to the same time. One night,
tragically, one son suffocates in bed. In
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the morning, one of the women accuses
the other of substituting the dead child
for her live one. They come before
Solomon, arguing fiercely over whose the
living son is. Solomon proposes that a
sword be brought, and the child be cut in
half. Each mother will receive her portion. One agrees, but the real mother,
anguished at the thought of her child
being killed, offers to give her son to the
other. In his wisdom, Solomon has determined the truth. He returns the child to
the rightful mother. Justice is done.
Under Solomon, the nation flourishes.
(At this point, the term "Israel" is used to
describe both the northern tribes of Israel
and the southern kingdom of Judah.) But
even early on, there are hints at the complex interweaving, and sometimes clashing, of human ambition and divine intent.
God's word comes again and again to the
kings, inviting faithfulness: "If you follow
... then I will .. ." And again and again,
there is failure among the rulers to stay
true to the ethic and ways of God.
Solomon, the wise king who loved God,
led the way toward tremendous national
economic prosperity and growth. Under
him, the dream of building a fabulous temple in Jerusalem was carried out. (The story
is told in great detail in chapters 5-9. The
temple became a primary sign of God's
presence with the people, though the text is
careful not to assume God was confined
there in any way.) Government was carefully

structured, and a system of taxation developed. Israel became a force in the region.
Yet beneath all this success are suggestions of ambiguity. Faith and politics are
very tricky to integrate. The best of
Solomon's intentions to serve God carry
the shadow of question (not unlike those
of any of us). An Egyptian princess is the
first of Solomon's many (the text tells us
700!) wives, many of them foreign (and
as such, hazardous because they drew
him away from his primary loyalty to
God). Immense riches and years of labor
are spent on the construction of the temple, a choice that may be understood as
motivated by the complex interplay of
deep devotion and worldly ostentation.
Most deadly of all, compromises are
made in offering attention to other gods.
God is angry. Adversaries are raised. In
an act of prophetic symbolic action,
Ahijah tears his cloak into 12 pieces
(11 :29 -33), foreshadowing the imminent
tearing apart of the kingdom ..And indeed,
by the end of the next chapter, the northern tribes of Israel have split from Judah
in the South. The text presents political
upheaval and division as the playing out of
God's will in the world. This is not a God
who is inactive in the life of nations.
True authority is responsive to God's
ways. From here on in 1 Kings, there are
verdicts issued on the reign of each of the
kings, northern and southern. It's easy to
lose track of which is which, but one

Journey through the WORD
thread is consistent: Most of those who
rule also wander far from covenant faithfulness. Torah ceases to guide the kings
as they find themselves seduced by the
compromises of power.
Often mentioned are the "high places"
of worship that incur God's displeasure.
Canaanite practice was to build an openair altar to the local god, usually on a hillside. For an agricultural people, good fortune was tied to productive land and large
flocks. The god Baal and his consort
Asherah were understood as deities who
could ensure fertility. Those who went to
the high places sought Baal's blessing on
their lives through worship. Included
might be the practice of sexual relations
with a cult prostitute, a presumed way to
influence the gods toward granting fertility
in other realms (field, flock, and family).
The primary assumption behind such
practice- that humans can manipulate
and control life- flew in the face of
Israel's faith in God's freedom and sovereignty. When the kings of Judah and
Israel made accommodations for worshiping other gods, or even joined in, the
affront to faithfulness was great. Such was
the choice of Ahab, who married Jezebel,
a Sidonian, and served Baal (16:31).
Enter a prophet. Thus the word of God
consistently arrives . At this point in 1
Kings, it comes by way of Elijah. From
obscurity, Elijah appears to announce a
drought. It's a direct challenge to Baal,
who supposedly exercises control over
sun and rain. None will respond well to
this announcement. God sends Elijah to
a remote hiding place at the brook
Cherith, where he is sustained by bread
and meat brought to him by ravens.
Then he's directed to go to the home of
a widow and her son, who will feed him.
The tiny amount of meal and oil she has
left are indicators of her status among the

least. But with Elijah's presence (and
God's), there is more than enough (evocative for us of Jesus and the two fish and
five loaves). The widow's son becomes
severely ill, but once again, the prophet,
with God's help, restores hope. The boy's
life is saved. Through these acts, we sense
Elijah's authority as God's agent.
The famous confrontation between Elijah
and the 450 prophets of Baal (backed by
Ahab) emerges from this context. Drought
and famine have prevailed. Elijah, accused
by Ahab of being the source of the trouble,
turns the accusation around. It is the
unfaithfulness of the king-and the limping indecision of the people about who is
truly God- that is the problem.
The story is for all who are half-hearted
in discipleship, all who assume power
over the created world that is God's and
indifference to the ethic God offers. The
challenge is issued. Two bulls, one
brought by the prophets of Baal, one by
Elijah, are set on an altar. Prayers are
spoken, calling on the name of each deity
to consume the offerings . Baal does not
respond. But when Elijah pours water on
the bull and prays, raging flames descend.
In a bloody assertion of victory, Elijah
orders all the prophets of Baal killed. The
rains appear, drenching the land. God
brings new life to the earth. There can be
no question about who is responsible.
This troubling prophet has spoken, and
acted, the truth that God alone is sovereign. Those in power are not happy. The
reader is left to wonder where such voices
are present among us. When Jezebel, the
wife of Ahab, threatens vengeance against
Elijah, he flees. Ending up on Mount
Horeb, afraid and desperate, Elijah
encounters God in the famous moment
outside a cave. Though wind and earthquake and fire pass, God is met in a "still,
small voice" (19: 12, KJV-translated in the

NRSV as "sound of sheer silence"). Elijah
has not been abandoned. Yet the message
he receives directs him back into the fray,
to anoint new kings and appoint his own
successor (Elisha).
Two political warning notes remain: one
on the abuse of authority, the other on how
power secures approval. Elijah resurfaces
when Jezebel and Ahab, apparently driven
by their own acquisitiveness, seize a neighbor's vineyard and arrange the killing of its
owner (21 : 13 -16) . Naboth represents a
tradition of family heritage and stewardship
of the land. The king and queen stand as
signs of uncurbed might, responsive only to
its own promotion. Elijah's word condemning their action predicts Jezebel's death and
sparks Ahab to repentance. There is, perhaps, in this last, some testimony to the
potential for change always present when
God's word is spoken.
The book of 1 Kings draws toward an
end with the rise of an enemy. As Syria
gains strength, Ahab considers war.
Surrounded by those who want to please
him, he seeks advice from 400 prophets
(of what it's not clear). Predictably, they
affirm his intention (22:6). When a lone
prophet of God (Micaiah) is consulted
and sees disaster, Ahab orders him
thrown in prison. Ahab indeed falls in
battle, and the kingdom is weakened.
On this closing note of reminder, 1 Kings
affirms once again that God's purposes are
not thwarted. God is active in the arena of
human politics and life! We do well to
examine the intentions of power, and to
seek the prophetic voices in our midst who
point us toward the will of the divine. li!
Kim McDowell is pastor of Univers ity Park Church of the
Breth ren in Hyattsvi lle, Md.
MESSENGER'S "Journey through the Word" series w ill provide a brief overview of a different book (or books) of the
Bible each month through December 2009. Coming in
January: 2 Kings, by Kim McDowel l.

1 KINGS: A CLOSER LOOK
When written: Likely begun several decades before the
destruction of Jerusalem, which took place in 587 BC, and
expanded during the time of the exile that followed.
Famous stories: Solomon's wise solution to the dilemma of
two women claiming the same child; Elijah providing for the
widow and her son; the contest between Elijah and the
prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel; Naboth's vineyard.
Well-known verses: "Grant me an understanding mind .. .
that I may discern between good and evil" (Solomon's request

of God, 3:9); the "still, small voice" of the Lord (heard by Elijah
outside the cave, 19:12); "How long will you go limping with two
different opinions?" (Elijah's challenge to the people, 18:21)
Other notes: 1 & 2 Kings are part of the Deuteronomic history that covers the years between the settlement in Palestine and
the exile in Babylon. (This history also includes the books of
Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, and 1 & 2 Samuel.) The period
recounted in 1 & 2 Kings begins with the death of King David in
962 BC, and ends with the destruction of Jerusalem in 587 BC.
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NEWS
General Board begins new
Sudan mission initiative
"We have affirmed a major new mission in
Sudan," General ~oard chair Glenn Mitchell
said at board meetings Oct. 15-17 in Elgin,
Ill. The General Board adopted the mission
proposal "as a concept for implementation
and development," pending secured funding, after several hours of discussion.
"There is new opportunity to walk with
the Sudanese in a healing and reconciling
way, and to work together to rebuild their
land," the proposal said. It calls for an
ambitious 2006 budget in excess of $1
million with a projection of quickly fielding 20-plus mission workers.
Those workers would help rebuild Sudan
following its civil war in areas such as health
care and education, with direction from
indigenous agencies such as the New
Sudan Council of Churches (NSCC)-a longtime General Board partner. Before presentation to the board, the proposal was
reviewed by NSCC leaders Haruun Ruun
and Emmanuel Lowilla. The board's discussion indicated it is likely that church planting
will also be part of mission workers' tasks.
The proposal was brought through the
Mission and Ministries Planning Council by
an ad-hoc group of more than 20 former
General Board staff and mission workers,
along with others who attended the Mission
Alive '05 conference this past spring. Two
members of the group were present to
speak to the board: Roger Schrock, former
executive of the General Board World
Ministries Commission, and Merlyn

During a time of informal discussion on the new mission initiative
in Sudan, General Board member
Tim Harvey, right, speaks with J.
Roger Schrock, who helped present the initiative.
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Kettering, consultant for the ::,
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General Board's work with
~
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the NSCC.
The "need is terrific" in
Sudan, Global Mission
Partnership executive director Merv
Keeney said as he introduced the proposal.
The initiative, tailored for countries emerging from violent conflict, could later expand
to other such areas in Africa. Past General
Board programs in Sudan have included a
rural health program, the training of pastors, theological education, Bible translation, food distribution and relief efforts, a
peace program, and financial support of
NSCC staff.
Many questions focused on the proposal's "faith mission" model of funding in
which mission workers raise their own
support and salaries along with a percentage for administration, seeking direct
sponsorship from congregations. Some
wondered if this will damage the board's
fundraising for its core ministries; others
were concerned about the ability of mission workers to sustain a commitment.
Finance staff said the proposed model is
inconsistent with current financial policies,
and, if adopted, the board may need to
examine how other ministry areas converse with constituents about funding.
Reservations continued to be expressed

by board members throughout the discussion. After saying he still had lots of questions, board member Dale Minnich
affirmed, "I don't know how we can't do it.
Is God asking us to go? I think the answer
is yes," he said. "But it's a leap of faith."
The board and staff will engage in further dialogue about the mission initiative
in future meetings.
In other business, the board:
• approved a "grand total" 2006 budget of $9,318,470 net income for all General
Board ministries. Treasurer Judy Keyser
gave a presentation of "good news" for
next year, announcing that no deficit
budgets are expected and no staff or program cuts are anticipated.
• approved a series of revisions in its
Financial Policies document, including
changes allowing donations through electronic transfer, a new percentage formula
for use of bequest funds, prohibition of
loans to individuals, and new approval
levels for grants from special funds,
among others.
• approved a resolution supporting
the Millennium Development Goals of
the United Nations and recommended it
n
::,to Annual Conference for adoption. The
~ resolution recommits the board to "follow
~ the teachings of Jesus that prompt our
(1)
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~ The Kurtz Organ received historic certification from

the Organ Historical Society during General Board
meetings. Steven Schnurr, left, chair_of the citations
committee for the Chicago-Midwest chapter of the
society, presented the certificate to general secretary
Stan Noffsinger and General Board archivist Ken
Shaffer. At right is organist Susan Friesen, who gave
a recital on the organ, which is known to the society
by the name of its maker, Johan Christoph Hamman.
The small pipe organ made in 1698 is the only
known surviving work of this German builder and
one of the oldest organs in the US. It is part of the
collection of the Brethren Historical Library and
Archives, and is known to Brethren as the Kurtz
Organ after Brethren leader Henry Kurtz who
brought the instrument to the US in 1817.
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loving response to the poor and hungry." It carries a
reminder of commitments made in the 2000 Annual
Conference Statement on Caring for the Poor.
• affirmed a plan for staff to work on a study of
stem cell research in cooperation with the
Association of Brethren Caregivers (ABC). The study
will be presented to Annual Conference as a report
and/or study guide for discussion or affirmation as a
denomination-wide study. The last Annual Conference
statement on issues of bio-ethics and medical technology was made in 1984. A group of three to five Church
of the Brethren members with expertise in bio-ethics
will work with staff on the project.
• had a hearing and listening session with the
Stewardship of Properties Committee, in a
closed session. Chair Dale Roth gave a brief update
on the committee's work in an open session. The
group has held hearings and listening sessions with a
variety of groups across the denomination, and will
bring recommendations to the March 2006 meeting
of the General Board in New Windsor.
Outside of formal business sessions, the board and
guests enjoyed a ceremony and recital by members
of the Organ Historical Society, Chicago chapter, in
recognition of the historical status of the Kurtz Organ;
recognized staff for tenure milestones; and took part
in energetic worship, including a service observing
World Food Day in which an offering for the Global
Food Crisis Fund raised $2,001. The meetings focused
on "Bound Together, Finely Woven: That Your Hearts
May Be Encouraged," a theme drawn from
Colossians 2:1-3.
Board members stayed on after the close of the
meeting for a professional growth event and a regularly scheduled performance evaluation for general
secretary Stan Noffsinger.

General Board
member Marian
Thornton prays
during the closing
wor~hip service
of the General
Board meetings.

Theme, leaders announced
for 2006 Annual Conference
The Annual Conference Program and Arrangements
Committee has announced the theme for the 2006
Conference July 1-5 in Des Moines, Iowa: "TOGETHER:
Exercising Daily in God." The "Together: Conversations
on Being the Church" event will be launched at the
Conference. The theme scripture will be 1 Timothy 4:6-8.
"Discipline was a hallmark of the early faith community," moderator Ronald Beachley said in his statement on
the theme. "The church needs to be encouraged and challenged to a stronger commitment."
Congregations and individuals are invited to explore
the theme scriptures and how they apply to the faith
journey, said Lerry Fogle, Annual Conference executive director. Beachley will issue a challenge related to
the theme each month preceding
Conference. Those theme cha Ilenges will be available at
www.brethren.org/ac/.
Preachers, worship
leaders, and other lead__________ !
!-------. -! :
- 1
ers also have been
1
announced:
1
~_#4j ~
r.:. :: ::
: : ~~ ~ o
~
I
• Saturday, July 1:
l__________ j !__________ j :__________ j !_______• j !__________ j
Kelly Burk, pastor of
I Timothy 4:6-8
Richmond (Ind.) Church of the Brethren, will preach;
Clara Glover, pastor of Stover Memorial Church of the
Brethren in Des Moines, will lead worship.
• Sunday, July 2: Beachley will preach, with moderator-elect Belita Mitchell leading worship.
• Monday, July 3: Myrna Long Wheeler, chaplain at
Brethren Hillcrest Homes in La Verne, Calif., will preach;
Ruben DeOleo, director of Hispanic Ministry for Atlantic
Northeast District, will lead worship.
• Tuesday, July 4: Dennis Webb, pastor of
UPCOMINGEVENTS
Naperville (Ill.) Church of the Brethren, will preach;
Dec. 1 World AIDS
Joy Zepp, pastor of Manor Church of the Brethren,
Day
(sponsored by the
Boonsboro, Md., will lead worship.
Association of Brethren
• Wednesday, July 5: Lisa Hess and Brian Maguire,
Caregivers)
who will serve as consultants for Together: Conversations
on Being the Church, will preach; David Shumate, execu- Dec. 4 Brethren Press
Winter curriculum quartive minister for Virlina District, will lead worship.
Among other leadership positions, Rosanna McFadden ter begins
of Goshen, Ind., is worship coordinator. The music coorDec. 4 Christmas
dinator will be Kathy Johnson of Dallas Center, Iowa.
Advent Offering
Carolyn Fitzkee of Manheim, Pa., will direct the
emphasis ·
Conference Choir, and Denise Oneal of Adel, Iowa, will
Jan. 16-Feb. 11, 2006
direct the Children's Choir. Earla Reffner of Roaring
Global Mission
Springs, Pa., will serve as organist and Connie
Partnerships Nigeria
Burkholder of Ankeny, Iowa, as pianist.
workcamp
Bible study leaders will be Jim Lehman of Elgin,
111.; Christy Waltersdorff of Lombard, Ill.; Bill Waugh
of Greensburg, Pa .; and Hector E. Perez-Borges of
Bayamon, P.R., as Hispanic Bible study coordinator. Theological studies will be led by Tara
Hornbacker, assistant professor of Ministry
Formation at Bethany Theological Seminary.

Together

~~ERCISE 0.AILY IN Goo
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Bethany Theological Seminary
looks to another 100 years

The village of Union Victoria in Guatemala, which has had a strong relationship
with the Church of the Brethren for the past five years, found itself homeless
and without food following Hurricane Stan and resulting mud slides in early
October.
Two other communities in which Brethren mission staff work through the
General Board's Global Mission Partnerships and Brethren Volunteer Service
(BVS) were affected as well: in the village of Chitaburuy Chimaltenango, many
homes were destroyed and food sources were gone; in El Triunfo food supplies
also were destroyed with little aid reaching the village.
General Board staff soon began working on ways to respond to the needs in
the three communities, including a
grant of $7,000 from the
Emergency Disaster Fund to support the provision of emergency
food. Funds will be handled and
!
directed through mission worker
Rebecca Allen and Global Mission
Partnerships Latin America
Specialist Tom Benevento. Some
funding will go directly to a community co-op. Additional grants
were anticipated to carry out a larger response.
Mission worker Todd Bauer
reported from Guatemala that in
Mission worker Tony Banout with villagers in
areas of the country there was
Union Victoria in a picture taken by BVS
great damage. "There are whole
director Dan McFadden when he visited the
villages that have been lost. The re
area in 2003. The village was heavily damare major damages to the transaged by Hurricane Stan in early October.
portation infrastructure of the country," he said. "The big question will be the reconstruction of the lost homes.
This is a cost the Guatemalan people and unfortunately the government can't
afford. This is where foreign governments, international agencies, solidarity
groups, and sympathetic individuals are needed to help."
Union Victoria has been the placement site for Allen since fall 2004. She was
away from the village when the five days of hurricane-related rains began, but
returned Oct. 11 to continue accompanying villagers as they awaited aid . She
reported by satellite telephone that the 86 or 87 families that make up Union
Victoria were camped out on a hillside, sheltering in plastic sheets and tents
days after the storm. Rain and mudslides wiped out some homes and the village crops, and destroyed the road and bridge to the community.
The Church of the Brethren has supported Union Victoria through the accompaniment of mission and BVS workers and a variety of development projects,
Benevento said. The village is made up of refugees who have returned from 15
years of hiding in the mountains during Guatemala's armed conflict. Brethren
were the first group to help accompany the villagers after they settled.
In Union Victoria, "for every one person that's alive, one has died from those
15 yea rs of starvation and attacks from the military," Benevento said. For five
years the community has done "pretty well," he said, as it established a school
and built homes.
Now a number of those homes are washed out, as well as crops. "Some people are saying they're not sure they want to stay," Benevento reported from his
conversation with Allen. "They're pretty frightened."

I

Messenger December 2005

"We hope you're here for another 100 years!"
Sally Hutton, mayor of Richmond, Ind., summed
up the sentiments of many who were in town
for the Bethany Theological Seminary
Centennial Homecoming Weekend Sept. 30-Oct.
2. More than 200 people attended one or more
centennial events over course of the weekend.
Hutton was one of several speakers at a convocation Oct. 1, addressing a colorful audience of
current and former faculty in full academic garb,
staff, trustees, alumni, and students. Others who
joined Hutton in celebrating Bethany's presence
in Richmond were Anne Reid, chair of the board
of trustees; Stephen Breck Reid, academic dean;
Annual Conference moderator Ronald Beachley;
and Jay Marshall, dean of Bethany's neighbor,
Earlham School of Religion (ESR).
President Eugene Roop gave the convocation
address. "For 100 years, Bethany has worked to
equip the saints for the ministries of the
church," he said, reviewing theological and
social concerns that motivated education at
Bethany from its beginnings.
In other events, a concert featured musicians
connected to the school and a Bethany Alumni/ae
Choir directed by Nancy Faus-Mullen. An ice
cream social was the venue for an announcement
that the seminary has achieved its initial goal for
a fundraising campaign, receiving more than
$15,700,000. "Mini-classes" were offered by present and past faculty on subjects such as "Brethren
Leaders" and "What's Up in Preaching?"
An evening celebration Oct. 1 began with a
banquet featuring ESR faculty member and
humorist Tom Mullen as master of ceremonies,
leading a search for the most "Bethany-ized"
person present. Former faculty member Donald
Miller won the prize of an ice cream scoop.
Following, Bethany sponsored a concert by the
male a capella group Cantus.
Added to the schedule was a memorial service for the late Donald F. Durnbaugh, a former
Bethany faculty member.
Planning for the centennial celebration began
in 1999 with the formation of a steering committee coordinated by Earle and Jean Fike. Other
committee members were Tim Binkley, Nancy
Faus-Mullen, Jay and June Gibble, Michelle
Grimm, Mary Jessup, Donald Miller, Barb
Sayler, Ken Shaffer, Graydon Snyder, David
Steele, Fred Swartz, and Janice Ruhl.
"The future of Bethany will probably be different than any we can anticipate," Roop said
when he preached at the closing worship service in Bethany's Nicarry Chapel. To face that
future, Roop said, Bethany brings "an incredible
adaptability in seminary education."

NEWS
ABC board issues a
'visioning statement'
The board of the Association of Brethren
Caregivers (ABC) approved a visioning
statement encouraging a new look at how
Church of the Brethren structure enables the
mission and ministry of the denomination
during meetings Sept. 23-25 in Elgin, Ill.
The statement, titled "A New World
Coming-A Renewed Church Emerging,"
describes how ABC sees the denomination
and itself, and challenges the Church of
the Brethren to intentionally organize and
position itself for ministry and mission in
the future. It says in part: "A key component of the vision of the Association of
Brethren Caregivers-to seek and secure
the well-being of all people-causes the
ABC Board to address growing concerns
over the way in which Brethren are currently organized for ministry and mission.
"On the eve of our 300th anniversary as

Brethren, and in anticipation of discussions
soon to be held concerning Brethren ecclesiology, we offer a pro-active call for transformational change which will define the
Church of the Brethren as it transitions into
being the church for the present age.".
The statement was written by a committee that evaluated how ABC relates to the
denomination. Committee members were
Connie Burk Davis, chair; Wally Landes,
chair-elect of the ABC board; Eddie
Edmonds, ABC treasurer; Marty Barlow,
former General Board member; and
Sandy Bosserman, executive minister of
Missouri and Arkansas District.
"We see the document as continuing a
needed and difficult conversation," ABC
executive Kathy Reid said. The paper also
states ABC's intention of continuing to
serve caring ministries of the denomination within the current structure. The full
paper can be downloaded as a PDF from
www.brethren-caregivers.org.

In other business, the board approved a
proposed budget of $534,960 for 2007; heard
about plans for the next National Older
Adult Conference, Sept. 4-8, 2006, at Lake
Junaluska (N.C.) Assembly; and discussed
the Caring Ministries Assembly that drew
more than 200 participants to Bridgewater
(Va.) Church of the Brethren in August. The
board overwhelmingly agreed for staff to
begin planning for a 2007 assembly.
Board chair Sue Moore Ranson of
Roanoke, Va., and board member Katherine
Ramsey Melhorn of Wichita, Kan., were recognized as their terms ended. The board
appointed Eddie Edmonds of Martinsburg,
W.Va., as chair-elect for 2006 and Dan
McRoberts of Caledonia, Mich., as treasurer
for 2006; accepted the resignation of Brian
Black of Ephrata, Pa., who resigned due to
a change in employment; appointed
Tammy Kiser of Dayton, Va., to fill Black's
term; and appointed Bill Cave of Cleona,
Pa., to a three-year term.

Salisbury, Md., to Su Casa Catholic Worker
House, Chicago; Emma Shaw, Knightstown,
Ind., to Christ House, Washington, D.C.;
Jason Hughes, Panther Creek Church of the
Brethren, Adel, Iowa, to Cafe 458, Decatur,
Ga.; Vera Wiedenbeck, Freiburg, Germany,
to Carlos Rosario International Career
Development Center, Washington, D.C.;
Lindsay Garber, Highland Avenue Church of
the Brethren, Elgin, 111., to Gould Farm,
Monterey, Mass.; Matthias Rittmeier,
Meschede, Germany, to Tri-City Homeless
Coalition, Fremont, Calif.; Abby Brown,
Pleasant Hill (Ohio) Church of the Brethren,
to Tri-City Homeless Coalition, Fremont,
Calif.; Heidi Bailey, Oakland Church of the

Brethren, Gettysburg, Ohio, to The Palms,
Sebring, Fla.
Fourth row: Philipp Krueger, Herner,
Germany, to Bering Omega, Houston; Aaron
Johnston, Community of Joy Church of the
Brethren, Salisbury, Md., to Su Casa Catholic
Worker House, Chicago; Kent Rupel, La
Verne (Calif.) Church of the Brethren, to
Project PLASE, Baltimore; Weldon and Linda
Sikes, Good Shepherd Church of the
Brethren, Springfield, Mo., to The Meeting
Ground, Elkton, Md.; Joseph Huffman, Mill
Creek Church of the Brethren, Port Republic,
Va., to lnnisfree Village, Crozet, Va.
For information on BVS, visit
www.brethrenvolunteerservice.org.

Brethren Volunteer Service
unit 267 completed training Oct. 14.
Volunteers, their congregations or hometowns, and places of service are as follows:
First row, from left: Anthony Madison,
Elk Grove, 111., to Brethren Nutrition
Program, Washington, D.C.; Susie Gong,
University Baptist and Brethren Church,
State College, Pa., to Oakland (Calif.)
Catholic Worker House.
Second row: Allison Bouley, Springfield,
Va., to Tri-City Homeless Coalition,
Fremont, Calif.; Beth Merrill, Prince of
Peace Church of the Brethren,
Sacramento, Calif., to Bridgeway,
Lakewood, Colo.; Hannah Kliewer, Powell,
Wyo., to Center on Conscience and War,
Washington, D.C.; Angela Wahr, Sugar
Ridge Church of the Brethren, Custer,
Mich., to Gould Farm, Monterey, Mass.;
Becky Hollenberg, Union Center Church of
the Brethren, North Manchester, Ind., to
Oakland (Calif.) Catholic Worker House;
Emily Young, First Church of the Brethren,
Harrisonburg, Va., to Friendship Day Care,
Hutchinson, Kan.; Ali Bever, Eel River
Church of the Brethren, North Manchester,
Ind., to Cooper-Riis, Mill Spring, N.C.
Third row: Evan Eichenberger, Pawnee
City, Neb., to San Antonio Catholic Worker
House; Selvan Lehmann, Eppelheim,
Germany, to Brethren Nutrition Program,
Washington, D.C.; Becky Johnston,
Community of Joy Church of the Brethren,
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MEDIAREVIEW

Narnia: The Lion, the Witch ... and the Gospels

I

was a voracious reader as a child, devouring anything I
could get my hands on. Nevertheless, I somehow missed
two or three children's classics. Fortunately I discovered them
as an adult and have continued to reread them. I include in
this list The Wind in the Willows, Winnie The Pooh, the Alice
books, and, of course, The Chronicles of Narnia.
The seven Narnia books, written
by C.S. Lewis (1898-1963), should be
rediscovered by a new generation of
readers thanks to the release of the
Walt Disney/Walden Media film The
Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe,
based on the first book in the series.
At least I hope so. I envy anyone
who has not yet read them, and has
the wonder of it all ahead.
Lewis once said we needed fewer
books on Christianity and more books written by Christians
with their faith implicit. No better example of this could be
found than these books. From The Lion, The Witch, and The
Wardrobe (when the four Pevensie children must leave
wartime London during the Blitz and find shelter-as well as
the door into the marvelous world of Narnia-at the home
of a mysterious professor) through The Last Battle (the seventh book in the series), a good story comes first, but the
Good News is also shared. Lewis wrote the sorts of books
he himself enjoyed, and ever since their first publication in
the '50s this series has provided pleasure to generations.
These books still leave me in tears. There's the horrible
night Lucy and Susan spend at the end of all hope when
the lion, Asian, pays the price for the traitor. And there's
the glorious morning that follows when the Stone Table is
broken and the Deeper Magic before Time triumphs.
There are the gentle moments at the end of the long voyage of the Dawn Treader, when Lucy, Edmund, and their
cousin Eustace Scrubb (who almost deserved his name) are
fed by the Lamb at the place where sky and sea truly meet. I
cannot forget the moment when Puddleglum the
Marshwiggle, gloomy as always, still insists when trapped
far below the surface of the earth that he will believe in what
is Good and True even if it were proved to be an illusion,
which of course breaks the spell and proves it's all true.
And finally, when all hope is finally lost and everything
is destroyed, when doom finally falls on Narnia, there are
few more beautiful passages in literature than the
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farewell to Shadowlands, where harms are healed and
Home is revealed.
There's nothing in these books you won't find in the
Gospels, but sometimes we are so familiar with the story
of Jesus that we don't laugh, we don't cry, and we don't
rejoice. This land of Narnia is a different universe where
the incarnate God is the lion Asian, and the world is peopled by talking animals, dwarves, creatures such as fauns
and centaurs that are mythological in our world but real
here, along with humans of various sorts. There is evil,
but there is also an overwhelming good . There is God.
Lewis himself was a survivor of the brutal trenches of
World War I. There is conflict and war in these books, but
far more emphasis is placed on transformation, reconciliation, and the peace that comes from God.
In between visits to Narnia, always initiated by the lion
and not by the characters themselves, the children ponder
when and how they might return. Readers have desired to
return to Narnia also. Two newly published books from
Eerdmans provide differing yet helpful approaches to
those entering or re-entering the land of Narnia.
Beatrice Gormley's The Man Behind Narnia takes the biographical approach. Written for older children and teens, adults
will also find it a useful sketch of an extraordinary life. Lewis,
who lost his mother when he was 10, established himself as
a premier scholar in the field of English literature, had a startling conversion from atheism to Christianity, then became a
leading interpreter of the faith to a skeptical world .
The Way into Narnia, by Peter J. Schakel, is subtitled "A
Reader's Guide," and explores the place myth and story
have in interpreting our faith . There is valuable information about the order of Narnia's composition versus publication, as well as helpful insights into the British English.
I've enjoyed Schakel's book as much as any I've read
about Lewis or Narnia.
It's not possible to review a movie that has not yet been
released, but judging at least from the preview trailer that
I've seen several times, there's hope that for many unbelievers Easter will arrive a little
c: r. ~
early-this Christmas, as a
BEYOND NARNIA
matter of fact. And that's Good
News of an eternal sort. li!
Frank Ramirez is pastor of Everett (Pa .)
Ch urch of the Brethren.

YOUTHLIFE
ONCAMPus • • = =--

Summer workcamp plans set for 2006

Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.)

Brochures and a website for the 2006 summer workcamps planned by the
General Board Youth/Young Adult Ministry office are now available. About
3,000 brochures were mailed directly to congregations and individuals this fall.
There is a reduced schedule of workcamps for 2006, since it is a National
Youth Conference year. Six junior high workcamps (including a new junior
high/intergenerational workcamp), one senior high workcamp, and one young
adult workcamp will be offered.
Junior high workcamps will be June 12-16 in Ashland, Ohio; June 19-23 in
lnnisfree Village, Va.; July 9-13 in New Windsor, Md.; July 16-20 in Keyser,
W .Va.; and Aug . 9-13 in Indianapolis. The junior high/intergenerational workcamp is set for Aug. 2-6 in Harrisburg, Pa. The senior high workcamp will be
June 11-17 in Kyle, S.D., and
the young adult workcamp May
29-June 5 in Tijuana, Mexico.
"Continuing the WORK of
Jesus" will be the theme for
the workcamps, looking at the
example of Jesus' life and ministry and applying that example
to the workcamp settings.
Sharing about modern people
who exemplify Jesus' work in
the world, and some of the
Youth Action Goals for the
United Nations Millennium
Development Campaign will
also be incorporated.
To order brochures or for
more information contact workcamp coordinator Monica Rice
at 800-323-8039 or
mrice_gb@brethren.org, or visit
the workcamp website
(www.brethren.org/genbd
~
.0
0
/yya/workcamps/index.html),
C
">
where a PDF version of the
~L11L- - - ~=--~-.....---..:I-__._.__ ___.
workcamp brochure is availUp against the wall: The Brethren disaster
able. Online workcamp registraresponse project in Pensacola, Fla., has marked
tion was scheduled to begin at
the contributions of volunteers with a Disaster
midnight Eastern time Dec. 1.
Response Wall, which each volunteer is asked
to sign. Kevin Dibert, who served with the
General Board's Emergency Response/Service
Bits and pieces
Ministries through Brethren Volunteer Service
• A new National Youth
(BVS) this past year; said the wall had more
Conference list server is
than 200 signatures at the end of the summer.
open to anyone who wants to
The project opened on Easter Sunday. Above, a
keep up to date on the latest
group of youth volunteers from Lancaster (Pa.)
NYC news. Subscribe at
Church of the Brethren take their turn in front of
http://I istserver.e mountain. net/
the wall. "This BVS year has been a faith-buildmailman/listinfo/nyc2006. NYC
ing experience for me," Dibert says. "I joined
registration begins Jan . 1 at
BVS to bless others, but instead this year has
www.nyc2006.org.
been a blessing back to me."

The Hon. Glenn Weatherholtz, Melvin D.
Wampler, and Bonnie Lou Wampler were
honored at the annual President's Dinner Oct.
7. Weatherholtz received the Outstanding
Leadership Award, Melvin Wampler was presented the Outstanding Service Award, and
Bonnie Lou Wampler was given an Honorary
Alumnus Award.

Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.)
The college's Young Center for Anabaptist
and Pietist Studies has entered into an
arrangement with Johns Hopkins
University Press to produce a book series
titled "Young Center Books in Anabaptist
and Pietist Studies."

Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.)
Juniata announced on Oct. 26 that it will
become an associate member in football
only of the Centennial Conference as of fall
2007. The Eagles have been a member of
the Middle Atlantic Conference. A decision
has not yet been reached in regards to the
conference affiliation of Juniata's other 18
varsity sports.

m

University of La Verne (La Verne, Calif.)
Professor of religion Jonathan Reed served
as senior historical consultant to the
"Science of the Bible" series on the
National Geographic Channel. Reed, an
authority of first-century Palestine archeology, is currently lead archaeologist at
Sepphoris, the ancient capital of Galilee.

Manchester College (North Manchester, Ind.)
Professor Kenneth L. Brown has received
the Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Peace and Justice Studies Association.
More than 300 colleges and universities
are members of the group. Brown has
directed Manchester's peace studies program for 25 years. An ordained Church of
the Brethren minister, Brown has founded
several organizations, including the War
Tax Resisters' Penalty Fund.

M

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.)
Jenni Richardson, assistant professor of
business, received the Non-tenured
Teaching Award and Ken Yohn, associate
professor of history, was the recipient of
the Tenured Faculty Teaching Award presented at this fall's Honors Convocation.
Faculty are nominated by students and faculty on the basis of their excellence in
teaching and service to students.
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Looking for a kiss
in your church ...
... between righteousness & peace? Second Mile
materials can help make it happen. Now complete!
Eighty lessons in four study units from Faith & Life
Resources. Materials include Bible study, worship
resources, stories and action steps.
To order call 1-800-245-7894,
or order online and review sample
materials at: ww.gosecondmile.org

~1 §~!!~Cc~~

Second Mile

.._._ , _ , , , , _ _

HTTP: // W WW.GOSECONDM ILE.ORG

ATune to
Lie Fallow

Lois Duble
New Windsor, Md.

We're commanded to love
The list of sins of Brethren in my childhood 90 years ago are recorded in the
church council minute books. About all of
them were also recorded in the New
Testament writings of Paul: no wearing of
jewelry, women are to have long hair and
have heads covered with the prayer veil,
women are to dress like women and men
like men, men are not to have long hair

Using scripture, prayer and
reflections, Sandra L. Bosserman
encourages us to take time for
rest and renewal this Lent.
A time to replenish our souls
as we await redemption
through Christ's resurrection.
Contact Brethren Press to order
copies for yourself, your small
group or your congregation.
# 8739 $2.00
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I agree with Wendy McFadden ["From the
Publisher," October 2005] that we must
respond generously to disasters wherever
they occur. I, too, pray that we will retain
the zeal for giving long after the media
has moved on to other news.
To support her assertion, she relates
how a saint in the movie Millions explains
the miracle of Jesus feeding the 5,000 ....
"That (it) was really about changed
hearts-that a boy's gift of his loaves and
fishes motivated everyone else to open up
their own baskets of food."
However, acco rding to the biblical
account, the only food available was five
loaves of bread and two fish, which a child
sacrificially shared. Jesus then blessed the
little bit of food, gave portions to the disciples, who distributed them to the 5,000and 12 baskets of food were left over!
Notice that nowhere in this passage does
it indicate that the boy's gift "motivated
everyone else to open up t heir own baskets of food." Indeed, if everyone else had
food, no miracle was needed!
Let's heed the many scriptures that exhort
believers to give generously to those in
need. Let's also maintain the integrity of
scripture by not attempting to make a passage say what it clearly does not say.

Brethren Press fr
1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120-1694
phone 800-441-3712 fax 800-667-8188
www.brethrenpress.com

The opinions expressed in " Letters " are not necessarily
those of MESSENGER. Readers should receive them in the
same way as when differing views are expressed in faceto-face conversation.
Letters should be brief, clear, and respectful of the
opinions of others, with strong differences handled in the
spirit of Matthew 18. Preference is given to letters that
respond directly to items in MESSENGER. Anonymous letters will not be considered.
Send letters to MESSENGER, Attn: Letters, 1451 Dundee
Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or messenger@brethren.org. Please
include hometown and phone number.

LETTERS

I

We must respond generously to disasters wherever they occur.
I, too, pray that we will retain the zeal for giving long after
the media has moved on to other news.

and are not to use neckties, and many
other specific requirements. Frequently
council minutes report the members who
were "churched" or "disfellowshiped"
because they failed to keep the church
rules as based upon the New Testament.
Now, from regular reading of letters in
MESSENGER, we observe there is a very serious sin in our Brethren communities: being a
homosexual or living as one. We don't turn
them out of the church as in days of old; we
keep them out! Of course, we all know that
Jesus said nothing about this "sin," and Paul
had very little to say about it. But some
Brethren see this sin as so dangerous that all
of them must be kept out of Christ's church
lest they contaminate all of us.
As we look back across the years and
read the "church minute books" listing the
prevailing sins of the day, we find a ready
source of humor and jest for our t ime. And

decades hence they will read of our devotion to bashing the homosexuals with a
similar amazement and humor.
According to Jesus there were only two
sins for us to be concerned about-and
every one of us is guilty! As stated in
Matthew 22:34-40, all the laws of the Old
Testament and the writings of the
prophets are summed up in one brief
statement: "Love the Lord your God with
all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your mind .... And love your
neighbor as yourself." (See Luke 6:31.)
I invite all my friends (and others, too)
who are so bothered by the homosexuals
and their sins, and who are so determined
to keep them out of the church, to join me
in an endeavor to love God and people as
Jesus did, and calls us to do.
Olden D. Mitchell
North Manchester, Ind.

Time to stop squabbling
June letters make me ask why more
should be "reported about the issue tearing at the heart of our denomination."
It is constantly debated, and yet forbidden for Annual Conference discussion as
we gather, many of us "in open opposition" to "unbiblical stands."
The Bible can be used to attack or defend
virtually any issue, which suggests often that
the reader who picks certain passages may
have a different agenda than its Author. How
else to explain why a couple lines from
Leviticus are emphasized and also from
Corinthians, when almost no one pays the
least attention to the hundreds of verses
with them, addressing matters of cleanliness, cooking, dress, and "gender roles."
I have a dear friend-a staunch, faithful,
"birthright" Brethren-who says he's about
ready to leave the denomination if necessary

et Justic

f
When you purchase Equal Exchange fairly traded
coffee, tea, chocolate and sugar through the Church
of the Brethren Coffee Project, you support fair prices for
farmers, sustainable agriculture and community development.
The Church of the Brethren Coffee Project is a Brethren

Withness / Washington Office project linking churches with small farmers
and their families through Fair Trade.
For more information on ordering for gifts, fundraisers, fellowship hour, or buying clubs
contact the Church of the Brethren Coffee Project at Equal Exchange:
Tel: 774,776.7366
webstore: http://store.yahoo.com/equalexchange
website: www.equalexchange.com/brethren
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even though they think they are not.

to follow Jesus, even if he must go alone.
If we must "tear at the heart of our

find clues about how the deeds of Brethren
have taken them to world-class power and

denomination" in order to preach the
gospel and make disciples of all the world,

influence. I want them to strive to do their

Thank you fo r continuing to limit use of
labels on human behavior that imply judg-

Brethren best, too.
Please continue authoritative, intellectu-

ments and poetic exaggeration of things
no one can see, such as "conversation,

ally informed reviews and critiques of an

d iscernment, family values, faith commu-

original life of Jesus vs. the Hellenistic
interpretation (e.g., as distinguished by

nity/family, persons, open spirit , desperate,
Holy moment, victims, downtrodden."

Albert Schweitzer in The Mysticism of
Paul the Apostle, and by others).

Some MESSENGER reports about -isms and
labels feed divisive word-wars, a way of

I appreciate descriptions of choices and
decisions people made to evolve the

imposing Brethren political correctness
that results in shunning other people.

it's always been so, even to Jesus himself.
We call it "continuing Jesus' work." It
would/should be peaceful, and we'd be
together. Jesus prayed that his followers
would quit their selfish, un-Christlike
squabbling and live together in love.
What would Jesus do?
Alan Kieffaber
Dent on, Md.

Bible and Christianity, especially as those

The things I want my grandchildren to

Don't serve up 'candy'

options relate to ongoing discussions
about who is in and out of grace for various kinds of participation today in our

Attending a Church of the Brethren and
reading the MESSENGER remind me of visit-

church. I hope to read blurbs about how
and where Brethren meet people today to

learn from the MESSENGER are reasons I
remain Brethren, as I understand that part
of who I will remain. My cautions are
about offering them candy (unnecessary
temptations to swagger with words) at

ing a candy store when I was a boy. They

form life partnerships. These may show

church and in the MESSENGER.

offer so many tempting options to consider.
My parents and church members remind-

numerous relatives raised Brethren are
still welcome without qualms in church,

ed me repeatedly that my actions matter
more than my words. They saw candy as
pure hedonism, an unnecessary temptation
that fools the mind to act like the body has
received nourishment. Dan West supported
their point when he told me he would eat
cake after everyone else in the world could
eat bread. I learned not to eat candy. This
set me apart from most people.
I appreciate glimpses of encouragement in
the MESSENGER for my grandchildren to read
about how Brethren honor moral and ethical
equivalences. I appreciate glimpses of daily
initiatives and responsibilities of individual
Brethren; of how Brethren use our time and
talents, and to whose direct benefit.
I want my grandchildren to read how
Brethren backgrounds influence the rise
and use of Brethren wealth and power for
the good of many people. I want them to
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Bob Heiny
Prescott, A ri z.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Do you or your friends live in greater Cincinnati?

Part-Time Pastor Wanted: Looking for pastor to

You are invited to experience our vibrant, 10-year-old
congregation. Our chairs (not pews) are filled with
teachers, entrepreneurs, architects, psychologists, engineers, social workers, nurse practitioners, corporate
executives, retirees, and lots of kids. We're young and
young at heart, theologically diverse, and intellectually
rigorous with an international flair. We come from
Brethren and non-Brethren backgrounds seeking to
rekindle our spirituality and deepen our faith. Come see
why many of our most active people drive more than
an hour to be a part of this dynamic, spirit-filled community. We meet at Brecon United Methodist Church,
7388 Kemper Road, Cincinnati, OH 45249, just off 1-75,
1-71 and 1-275. Join us for worship Sunday at 11 or
contact our pastoral team of Roger Cruser (937-58725977/rcruser@ peoplepc.com), Saundra Harley (513732-0316/harleyassociates@fuse.net), or Ben Walters
(513-257-2683/benjaminwalters@ yahoo.com)for more
information.

preach, teach, lead, visit at Allison Prairie Church of
the Brethren, Lawrenceville, Illinois. Small, rural,
older, traditional congregation (about 25 attend).
Part-time salary, four-bedroom parsonage, utilities
paid, pension, insurance, nice package deal. Can
take second flexible job. Available currently. Inquire
to Kelly Racop, R.3 Box 199, Lawrenceville, IL 62439,
618-928-2291.

Worship with us in Northern Virginia. Do you

Are you looking for a new career opportunity
to utilize professional marketing and sales
skills within a Christian faith community? MAX

know of someone living in, moving to, or visiting the
Virginia suburbs of Washington, D.c.? The people of
the Oakton Church of the Brethren warmly invite
everyone to join us Sunday mornings for church
school at 9:45 a.m. and worship at 11 a.m. Contact
the church office at 703-281-4411, e-mail oaktoncob@aol.com, or visit the church website at
www.oaktonbrethren.org for more information.

OPEN PASTOR POSITION: Active congregation in
Pennsylvania seeks full-time pastor (resulting from
retirement) to serve in team ministry. Desire an
enthusiastic, spiritually passionate pastor to shepherd
our followers, to love GOD, share Christ, and serve
the world . The pastoral candidate shall be willing to
have their ordination recognized by the Church of the
Brethren. Interested applicants should contact Robert
Bingaman at 717-577-1675; York First COB, 2710
Kingston Road, York, Pennsylvania, 17402.

Chief Executive Officer: Peter Becker Community,
a Chu rch of the Brethren retirement commun ity in
Harleysville PA, seeks an experienced leader for its
Chief Executive Officer role. Preferred candidates will
have CEO experience, strong financial acumen, board
experience, clear values-based leadership style, and
a master's degree . Send inquiries to: Sandra Lapp,
MHS Alliance, 234 S. Main St., Suite A, Goshen, IN
46526, fax: 574-534-3254 or e-mail: sandralapp12 @ msn .com .

(MutualAid exchange) is a faith-based organization
that provides property and casualty insurance products (homeowner, farmowner, auto, church and commercial policies) and mutual aid mioistries programs
to the Anabaptist community.
We are seeking a Marketing and Sales
Representative in central Pennsylvania to develop
and grow MAX locally and throughout the state.
Responsibilities are varied including: public relations;
working with Church of the Brethren, Mennonite,
Brethren in Christ and other Anabaptist denomination pastors and congregations to present MAX; and
providing insurance products to individuals and businesses. Competitive compensation and benefit package. Fax or e-mail resume to Sharon Wine at 877785-0085 or skwine@maxkc.com . To learn more
about MAX visit www.mutualaidexchange.com .

TURNING POINTS Please send information to be included in Turning Points to Jean
Clements, 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin,
IL 60120; 800-323-8039 ext. 206;
jclements_gb@brethren.org. lnformation must be complete in order to
be published. Information older than
one year cannot be published.

New Members
Ankeny, Iowa: Anita Davidson,
Eloise Hall
Arcadia, Ind .: Barbara Lewis,
Phyllis Kaiser, Sandy Fox
Beaverton, Mich.: Nicole Ballard
Brothersvalley, Berlin, Pa.: Ronald
Shaffer
Canton, Ill .: Sherry George, Mary
Kara, Debra Rodney, Karen
Haacke, Jim Zimmerman, Toni
Zimmerman, Jami Zimmerman,
Jodi Shake
Cedar Creek, Garrett, Ind.: Katie
Knott
Chambersburg, Pa.: Rebecca
Allison, Robert Barges, Katy
Barges, Jonathan Booher,
Stanley Brown, Mildred Brown,
Tom Busler, Johnnie Clugston,
Ruth Clugston, Eddie Gibbons,
Nita Gibbons, Chris Hall, Mary
Jo Hall, Larry Hoag, Norma
Hoag, Wendy Lee, Philip Pyles,
Mark Redding, Jeff Stains,
Sherry Stains, Duane Statler,
Janice Statler, Dale Statler,
Kayla Statler, Phyllis Umbower,
Richard Weaver, Justina
Southerly
Coventry, Pottstown, Pa.: Hilary
Hartman, Mark Memoli
Crest Manor, South Bend, Ind:
Rob Miller, Trysha Miller
Curryville, Pa.: Reagan Acker,
Allen Musselman, John
Johnson, Lindsay Miller, Jamie
Sollenberger
Everett, Pa.: Galen Calhoun,
JoAnn Calhoun, Terry Calhoun,
Karen Calhoun, Kathleen
Eshelman, Kevin Eshelman
Fairview, Cordova, Md .: Martha
Eason, Hannah Eason, Steve
Saulsbury, Traci Love, Aaron
Saulsbury, Stephanie Younker,
Megan Younker, Stephen
Younker
Germantown Brick, Rocky
Mount, Va .: Michael Hartse!,
Vickie Hartse[, Kim Zorn
Grossnickle, Myersville, Md.:
Taylor Aidan Drake, Lexi Rae
Grossnickle, Zachery Levi
Haines, Tyler Lawrence
Harshman, Meghan Nicole
Hughes, Carl Edward Jouannet,
Heidi Nicole Pate, Jordyn
Danielle Russo
Harmony, Myersville, Md.: Jacob
W. Mason
Hopewell, Va.: Mary Stewart,
Brandon Stewart
Huntsdale, Carlisle, Pa.: Patricia
Ann Sweeney, Michael Anthony
Kauffman, Stephanie Rose
Kauffman Meghon Reane
Leiter, Judy Carpenter, Robert
Carpenter, Christine Lee
Gordon
Lampeter, Pa.: Jocelyn Cooper,

Kevin Oise, Kyle Oise, Carrie
Mellinger, Brooke Weidman,
Amanda Book
Madison, Brightwood, Va.:
Melissa Bender
Manor, Boonsboro, Md.: William
Paul Chapman, Ruth Chapman
Smith
Marsh Creek, Gettysburg, Pa. :
Rudy Blyler, Betty Blyler, Dillon
Gardner, Jane Wilson
Middle Creek, Lititz, Pa.: Tanya
Bollinger, Martin Kampen,
Kimberly Kampen, Katelyn
Kampen, Benjamin Kampen,
Dare! Seibert, Jenifer Seibert,
Joseph Sommers, Bonnie
Sommers, Rachael Marie Fry
Mountain Grove, Fulks Run, Va. :
Larry Reedy, Shane Hinkle,
Stacy Hinkle, Randall Fawley,
Joan Fawley, Darrin Fawley,
Billy Reedy, Maxine Reedy,
Keith Moyers, Lori Moyers,
Betty Moyers, Lona Dove
New Paris, Ind.: William
Bradford, Chris Bradford
Oak Grove, Lowpoint, Ill.: Leroy
Knachmus, Pam Wilson
Painesville, Ohio: Tracy Gregory,
Shawn Coyne, Danielle Coyne,
Matthew L. Wisen, Richard
Moore, Donna Moore, Laura
McConnell
Peach Blossom, Easton, Md.: John
D. Tritapoe, Ashley A. Tritapoe
Pine Creek, North Liberty, Ind .:
Russ Clark, Jennifer Clark,
George Elia, Havilah Elia, Kati
Cook
Pulaski, Va.: John Cochran
Saint Petersburg, Fla.: Melissa
Rodriguez, Gisselle Rodriguez,
Christopher Hudson-Bourdeau,
Paul Hudson-Bourdeau,
Meredith Hudson-Bourdeau,
Vilma delArenal, Luisa Velez
Snake Spring Valley, Everett, Pa.:
Christi Crawford, Derek Dibert,
Marlee Dibert, Mamie Duvall,
Richard Foor, Shirley Foor,
Todd Greenawalt, Tonya
Greenawalt, Erika Imler,
Shelley Layton, Ariel Watters
South Waterloo, Waterloo, Iowa:
Carole Barrows, Tom Bell,
Kami Bell, Joe Fuller, Angie
Fuller, Jeff Oberheu, Tim
Schoepf, Lani Schoepf
West Charleston, Tipp City, Ohio:
Michelle Callaham, Andy
Phillips
Westernport, Md .: Robert May,
Kristina May, Jeremy Morton,
Zachery Morton
Worthington, Minn.: Marleen
Chase, Teresa Rogers, Scott
Simpson

Anniversaries
Barnhart, Roy and Freda,
Springfield, Ohio, 60
Clopper, Terry and Doris,
Chambersburg, Pa. , 50
Creps, Donald and Ruth,
Martinsburg, Pa., 60
Crouse, Merle and Jean, Saint
Cloud, Fla., 50
Dell, Dwight and Leta, Beatrice,
Neb., 60

Grossnickle, C. Basil and Eleanor,
Boonsboro, Md. , 65
Heisey, John and Fern, Manheim,
Pa., 60
Hobby, C.J. and Barbara,
Springfield, Ohio, 55
Hyslop, Arlie and Betty,
Springfield, Ohio, 60
Kyler, Glenn and Ruth,
Martinsburg, Pa., 50
Metsker, John and Bettie,
Lawrence, Kan. , 60
Miller, Richard and Joyce,
Bridgewater, Va. , 50
Neff, Charles and La Veta,
Goshen, Ind ., 65
Pfierman, Floyd and Rebekah,
Garrett, Ind., 65
Ritchey, Paul and Evelyn,
Martinsburg, Pa. , 50
Rusmisel, David and Margaret,
Lima, Ohio, 65
Saul, John and Geraldine,
Roanoke, Va., 55
See, Grover and Irene, Moorefield,
W.Va., 60
Shenk, Layser and Elizabeth,
Manheim, Pa., 65
Stultz, Owen G. and Flemmie,
Roanoke, Va., 60
Whitsel, Hays and Ruth,
Chambersburg, Pa., 55
Yoder, Vernon and Jacqueline,
Middlebury, Ind., 50

Deaths
Anderson, Henry D., 90, Boones
Mill, Va. , Jan. 27
Bittinger, Dina S. Blattenberger,
47, Fort Loudon, Pa., March 24
Bowers, Evelyn Josephine, 93,
Boonsboro, Md. , Sept. 16
Bowman, Esther Miller, 78,
Pueblo, Colo., Aug. 18
Bowman, Richard Alaric, 58,
Hagerstown, Md. , Sept. 11
Brammer, Jack, 86, Rocky Mount,
Va ., Dec. 2, 2004
Brandenburg, Elizabeth, 8 7,
Hagerstown, Md. , Sept. 26
Brooks, Erma Beth, 9 7, Topeka,
Kan. , Sept. 16
Burkholder, Grace M., 88,
Chambersburg, Pa., July 28
Cannell, M. Rodney, 76,
Pottstown, Pa. , Aug. 14
Cartwright, Francis, 82,
Beaverton, Mich ., Sept. 13
Cavalati, Frances Kaufman, 85,
Frazer, Pa. , Sept. 28
Chides, Esther, 71 , Media, Pa.,
Oct. 11
Christman, Lillie, 86, Lancaster,
Pa. , Aug. 14
Dunford, Walter E., 76,
Johnstown, Pa., Sept. 11
Finniff, M. Frazier, 93,
Chambersburg, Pa., June 30
Flora, Marie, 83, Boones Mill, Va.,
Oct. 28, 2004
Foor, Catherine, 86, Everett, Pa. ,
April 20
Forcino, Richard L. , 4 7,
Funkstown, Md. , Sept. 11
Foster, Doris, 82, Rocky Mount,
Va. , Dec. 13, 2004
Frey, C. Elwood, 78,
Chambersburg, Pa., Dec. 29,
2004
Fritter, Robert N., 71, Lombard,

Ill., Oct. 7
Gibble, Piu s R., 90, Greenville,
Ohio, Sept. 4
Goering, Winston, 77, Nampa,
Idaho, Oct. 8
Goff, Dorothy, 91, Lawrence,
Kan ., July 31
Gouker, Harold K., 79,
Clearwater, Fla., May 21
Groff, Mildred C. , 96, Harman,
W.Va ., June 5
Grogan, Eva, 99, Kansas City,
Kan., July 29
Harclerode, Joan, 75, Everett, Pa.,
Sept. 26
Harvey, Gladys, T., 87, Easton,
Md., Sept. 17
Helmick, Dorsey Gaynor, 87,
Moorefield, W.Va., Oct. 5
Hodges, Alda Craighead, 86,
Roanoke, Va., Sept. 23
Hoover, Elmer B., 92,
Elizabethtown, Pa., Aug. 15
Hoover, Leah, 20, Martinsburg,
Pa., Feb. 13
Huber, Vernon, 96, Wakarusa,
Ind., Sept. 16
Jones, Grover W., 88, Danville,
Va., Sept. 23
Kauffman, Dorothy C., 90,
Goshen, Ind ., Sept. 23
Kight, Edith Ruth Chaney, 90,
Hagerstown, Md. , Sept. 5
Mclucas, Lloyd A, 83,
Chambersburg, Pa., Feb. 18
Miller, Barbara, 99, Lake Odessa,
Mich., Aug. 22
Miller, Ruth, 91, Somerset, Pa.,
Sept. 26
Myers, David D., 58, Bridgewater,
Va., Aug. 21
Nelson, Eleanore, 89, Mifflintown,
Pa., Aug. 17
Nichols, Barry, 4 7, Rocky Mount,
Va., May 25
Over, James Kenneth, 85,
Woodbury, Pa., Oct. 9
Platt, Roy E., 90, Berlin, Pa., Aug.
2
Rankin, Charles Alton, Jr ., 45,
Culpeper, Va ., Sept. 13
Rhoda, Kenneth H. , 91, Goshen,
Ind., Aug. 23
Robison, Lucille G., 89, La Verne,
Calif., July 4
Root, James H., 70, Brookville,
Ohio, Sept. 1
Rumburg, Elra White, 96, Stuarts
Draft, Va. , July 4
Savage, Kathryn, 90, Pottstown,
Pa., June 19
Schildknecht, Marilyn, 70, New
Carlisle, Ohio, Oct. 17
Sellers, Robert L., 80, Fayetteville,
Pa., June 25
Shaulis, Harold, 80, Somerset,
Pa., July 3
Simpson, Laura G., 89, New
Oxford, Pa., Sept. 14
Sink, Elsie, 83, Rocky Mount, Va.,
April 17
Smallwood, Emma Pearl, 83,
Callaway, Va., July 31
Smith, Mildred, 70, Martinsburg,
Pa., Aug. 8
Sorensen, Elmer, 73, Milford,
Ind., Sept. 12
Steele, Geneva N. , 79, Danville,
Va., Sept. 12
Stoutamyer, Doris E. , 70,
Chambersburg, Pa. , March 1
Strine, Viola M. Beltz, 82,

Gettysburg, Pa., Sept. 20
Tharpe, Rinda Messick, 90,
Midland, Va., Aug. 29
Trimbur, Elaine, 72, Pottstown,
Pa., June 21
Trojan, Alfred, 86, Birdsboro, Pa.,
March 9
Vancil, Alberdena, 84, McPherson,
Kan., Sept. 25
Wampler, Clairis M. , 90,
Pottstown, Pa., Sept. l 7
Watt, Joan, 71 , Streamwood, Ill. ,
Sept. 16
Welch, Linda, 57, Kuna, Idaho,
Oct. 6
Wenger, Cleta L., 86,
Chambersburg, Pa., June 16
Wesner, Gladys, 89, Ashland,
Ohio, Sept. 4
Wolgemuth, Paul, 78, Manheim,
Pa., Sept. 7
Workman, Charles, 42, Botkins,
Ohio, Sept. 3
Yoder, George E. , 79, Berlin, Pa. ,
July 16
Yokum, Homer John, 69, Harman,
W.Va., Sept. 22
Zimmerman, Olive, 98, Everett,
Pa. , May 13

Licensings
Bandy, Joel, Atl. S.E. Dist. (Saint
Petersburg, Fla.), Aug. 21
Broadwater, Kevin L., W. Pa. Dist.
(Meyersdale, Pa.), Sept. 11
Chappell, David, Shen. Dist.
(White Hill, Stuarts Draft, Va.) ,
Nov. 7, 2004
Copenhaver, Kevin, S. Plains Dist.
(Family Faith Fellowship, Enid,
Okla.) , May 29
Hudson, Olen Guy, Jr., Shen.
Dist. (Grottoes, Va .), Oct. 2
Kraus , Anitra C., N. Ohio Dist.
(Brook Park Community, Brook
Park, Ohio) , Oct. 9

Ordinations
Bream, Jonathan W., S. Pa. Dist.
(Bermudian, East Berlin, Pa.),
Sept. 25
Moreland, Brian D., W. Marva
Dist. (Romney, W.Va.) , Oct. 2
Smith, Alan M., Mid-At!. Dist.
(Monacacy, Rocky Ridge, Md.),
Sept. 11
Yeager-Stiver, Richard, N. Ohio
Dist. (Marion, Ohio), June 5

Placements
Jacobsen, Bruce, from pastor,
Bethel, New Middletown, Ohio,
to pastor, Mount ·Pleasant,
North Canton, Ohio, Oct. I
Miller, Robert P. , from interim to
pastor, Crest Manor, South
Bend, Ind., Oct. 1
Neff, John, from interim co-pastor
to pastor, Grottoes, Va., Oct. 1
Polzin, Nathan, pastor, White
Branch, Hagerstown, Ind.,
Sept. 23
Whitmer, Keith, assistant pastor,
Pleasant Hill, Grottoes, Va.,
June 1
Wooten, Eddie, from co-pastor to
pastor, Little Pine, Ennice,
N.C., Sept. 25
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EDITORIAL

Keeping Christmas

I

Many organizations find an abundance of volunteers
n an era of conspicuous Christmas consumerism,
and donations around the Christmas season, when
have you noticed that many of the holiday
people are attuned to giving and want to feel they have
classics revolve around characters who rediscover
done their part. Those abundant resources, though,
something deeper?
often don't last. The challenge of Christmas is to mainA Christmas Carol, with the three spirits who teach
tain that generosity in January, February, and beyond.
Scrooge the importance of caring for the people
And more than that, the challenge is not only to keep
around him, has spawned countless TV interpretations
Jesus at the center of Christmas but to keep Jesus at
and annually appears on high school and community
the center of life at all times, no matter what the disstages everywhere. Just last year, one of our local
tractions of the moment might be.
youth was doing a jig as
While most of the Christmas classics show people
Fezziwig. Two more are in a pro(or Grinches) learning the importance of those around
duction of the play this year.
them and the spirit of giving-good lessons-it is
Then there's the Grinch, who
through the lens of faith that we understand why it all
finds out material things aren't
matters so much. It's because Christmas can't be sepwhat really matter. Or we see a
arated from Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ can't be
husband and wife sell their most
separated from the rest of the calendar, confined to a
cherished possessions to buy each
single day.
other special presents. Angels get
A member of my local congregation wrote a
their wings, scrawny trees are
Christmas devotional bemoaning the list-making,
loved, carols are sung . Christmas
shopping, card-writing, baking, and other stressbecomes something more.
inducing duties of the season. "Hear the huge sigh
Another glimpse of that deeper
of relief?" she wrote . "That's me, so happy it's all
Christmas spirit came through the witness of a decidedly un-Scroogelike Brethren
woman named Sally Schrock.
While most of the Christmas classics show people {or
Tom Mullen, a Quaker
Grinches) learning the importance of those around them
author/minister who married
the
spirit of giving-good lessons-it is through the lens
into the Church of the
Brethren, shared her story in a
faith that we understand why it all matters so much.
column for the Richmond
(Ind.) Palladium-Item last December.
over." It's no wonder, she mused, that so many peoSally, from Indianapolis, became involved with
ple complain Jesus has become lost in a sea of
homeless ministry through an interfaith network that
commercialism.
"But is it really Jesus who has gotten lost ?" she conincludes the Northview congregation she attends. She
learned that many homeless people did not have a
tinues. "Is it not we who have gotten lost? ... Jesus is
place to get basic housewares like towels, sheets, and
always just where he needs to be, right where he
kitchen utensils.
claims to be-by our side, holding us up, even carryThat experience led her to found a nonprofit organiing us. He is never t he one who is lost, and Christmas
zation called Second Starts; in the three-plus years
is not the end. It is the beg inning. Jesus was born, and
since then hundreds of families have been helped. It's
that was the beginning for us; the beginning of the life
become a f ull-time focus for Schrock, who says being
that changed ours and still has the power to change it
Brethren has taught her to "apply faith to problems."
over and over again."
She uses her car to carry donations and make deliverReturning to Dickens' classic tale, one of the most
ies, and a number of other Northview members volunpoignant lines comes at the end, describing the transteer to help the effort.
formed Ebenezer Scrooge: "It was always said of him,
"Sally Schrock also delivers huge quantities of comthat he knew how to keep Christmas well, if any man
mitment and goodwill on every trip," Mullen says,
alive possessed the knowledge. May that be truly said
summing up her ministry. "It's much like doing
of us, and all of us!"
Christmas al l year long."
May it indeed. Merry Christmas.-Ed. li!

I

COMING NEXT MONTH: Dealing with stress, the issue of uncompensated care, Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, painting a picture of the Church of the Brethren, the book of 2 Kings, and more.
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