


BethanyT logical Seminary 
des 100 l/edrs. 
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Join the celebratio reading these funny and surprising 

anecdotes from Bethany alumni as they relive with fondness 
their days at the seminary. 

Bethany Daze: Romping and Reminiscing 
Through a Century of Seminary Scenarios 
Compiled by Earle Fike, Jr. & Fred Swartz 
Item# 1144 $7.95 

Remember the life o any's first woman teacher, 

Anna Mow, with this wonderful children's book. 

The book is illustrated by Anna's great-granddaughter 
and contains a CD of Andy Murray's song "Sister 
Anna, Beauty Queen." 

The Something Else Lady 
By Earle Fike, Jr. 
Item# 1124 $12.95 

A Pilgrimage 

of Faith ... 
a Future 

Live the history with t 1s narrative of 

Bethany Theological Seminary from its 
beginnings as Bethany Bible School in 

Chicago to its current home in 
Richmond, Indiana. 

Bethany Theological Seminary 
Centennial History 
By William Kostlevy with additional 
material by Eugene F. Roop 
Item# 1145 $19.95 
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8 Disaster Child Care: Ready when disaster strikes 

ONTHECOVER 
Happy birthday, Bethany 
Theological Seminary! The 
school has been marking 
its 100th birthday with a 
variety of events over the 
past year, and this month 
MESSENGER considers the 
past, present, and future of 
the school and its place in 
the denomination. 

It was 25 years ago that the seed of an idea began to blossom: Who takes care of the children in the 

aftermath of disasters? That seed grew into Disaster Child Care, which today is a vibrant and ever
expanding ministry that has garnered attention and respect from a variety of groups. 

10 One hundred years of Bethany 
It's not every day you get to celebrate a centennial. A cluster of articles this month focuses on the Church 

of the Brethren's only seminary and the impact of its ministry. Jim Benedict begins with an overview of 

the past century and the various changes and challenges along the way. Ken Shaffer takes a closer look at 

the men who have guided that course as presidents of the insti

tution (p. 15), while Ed Poling considers the school's future and 
some of the key issues it will likely face (p. 18). Other pieces 

include historical vignettes, a tour through Bethany's past and 

present locations, and a recap of centennial activities. 

20 1 Samuel: The monarchy begins 
The "Journey through the Word" walk through the Bible turns 

a corner this month. David Leiter looks at the book in which the 
monarchy begins for ancient Israel-a move fraught with ten

sions, difficulties, and intriguing stories. 

DEPARTMENTS 
2 From the Publisher 
3 In Touch 
6 Reflections 
7 The Buzz 
22 News 
26 Media Review 
27 Youth Life 
28 Letters 
31 Turning Points 
32 Editorial 

EDITOR'S NOTE: As this issue was preparing to go to press, the response to Hurricane 

Katrina was just beginning in earnest as its full effects became clearer. Several grants 

quickly went out from the Church of the Brethren General Board Emergency Disaster 

Fund, and Disaster Child Care volunteers were preparing for mobilization. Watch the 

November issue of MESSENGER for more details on this response. In the meantime, check 

updates at www.brethren.org/genbd/ersm/NewsUpdates.htm. 
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FROM THE PUBLISHER 

I n the movie Millions, seven-year-old Damian gets his advice from vis
its with various Catholic saints. In one conversation, the saint explains that 

the miracle of Jesus feeding the five thousand was really about changed hearts-that 
a boy's gift of his loaves and fishes motivated everyone else to open up their own 
baskets of food. 

WENDY McFADDEN 
Publisher 

That kind of sharing was the spirit in many communities 
as people were moved by the unbelievable tragedy unfolding in 
the wake of Hurricane Katrina. In the city where I live, the 
outpouring was so great that quickly the need was for volun
teers to sort the huge quantity of clothes and other donations. 
When evacuees from New Orleans finally arrived, they were 
far outnumbered by the volunteers waiting to help them. Such 
generosity by people across the country demonstrates some of 
our best impulses as the people of America. 

How long will we sustain this zeal, however? As the water 
is pumped out and the Gulf Coast fades from the news, will 
we grow complacent? 

The flood of aid that has overwhelmed community shelters surely must surprise 
one group of people-local folks whose own homelessness didn't come about as 
dramatically. What must they think about a community's ability to instantly prepare 
housing, donate clothing and toys, and give money for one set of people in need 
when previously the town hasn't been able to do better than shuffle its own displaced 
people from one church basement to another? 

Many of the world's disasters are not as sudden as the breaching of a levee. 
They take place quietly out of range of the cameras. But like this flood they often 
overwhelm most quickly those who have the fewest resources . There are suffering 
people as far away as southern Sudan and as close as the streets of our own neigh
borhoods. 

Certainly we must respond generously to Hurricane Katrina. But let our memo
ries be long enough that we do not forget the tragedies of yesterday's headlines. Let 
our embrace be wide enough that we do not neglect our usual charitable giving. Let 
our reflecting be deep enough that we are willing to ask difficult questions . 

Let us be among those who value the organizations that work at long-term solu
tions, who recognize that our choices about the environment can have life-and-death 
consequences, who scrutinize the national budget because it is a statement of what 
we think is most important. From Katrina let us learn something for the future . 

This is a lot to expect of ourselves. But then we know that five loaves and two 
fish can go a long way. 
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INTOUCH 
AROUND THE DENOMINATION 
Updates and highlights from the Church of the Brethren districts 

Atlantic Northeast: The Brethren Village 
Retirement Community in Lancaster, Pa., 
held its 47th annual Chicken Barbecue and 
Auction on Aug. 6. It included a display of 
classic cars and trucks. 

Atlantic Southeast: Camp lthiel 
(Gotha, Fla .) had 89 campers attend this 
summer and raised $600 for disaster 
response through the summer offering. 

Idaho: Nampa pastor Jim Hardenbrook 
was asked to serve as liaison to the 
Idaho faith community to assist with 
possible housing needs for Hurricane 
Katrina evacuees coming to the state. 

Illinois/Wisconsin: Freeport (Ill.) 
Church of the Brethren on Sept. 11 host
ed a deacon workshop with Association 
of Brethren Caregivers executive director 
Kathy Reid as presenter. 

Michigan: Delegates called a new Shalom 
Team and a Cross-Cultural Ministry Team 
during district conference Aug. 12-14. They 
also approved a request to disorganize the 
Detroit First congregation. 

Mid-Atlantic: Among items district con
ference delegates will consider this month 
is a resolution to call the district and 
denomination, via Annual Conference, to 
deeper stewardship education. 

Middle Pennsylvania: This year marked 
the 25th anniversary for the district's 
annual Heritage Fair. A 25-foot-long cake 
decorated with fair highlights was created 
for the Sept. 23-25 event. 

Missouri/Arkansas: District conference 
delegates in July narrowly voted down a 
query to change the method of calling 
leaders from a slate rather than via elec
tions. 

Northern Indiana: The district has raised 
concerns over its budget, which showed a 
$16,000 deficit of expense over income 
through the first half of 2005. 

Northern Ohio: A district family picnic on 
June 18 at Inspiration Hills included a fish
ing contest, bake-off, prayer walk/hike, and 
worship along with food and fellowship. 

Northern Plains: District conference was 
held Aug. 5-7 at the University of Northern 
Iowa. Delegates approved closure of Prairie 
Peace Fellowship in Surrey, N.D., and wel-

Six members of Osage Church of the Brethren (McCune, Kan.) completed training for the 
Crawford County Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) in August, following up on a 
desire to be more involved in disaster relief. The six completing CERT training were, from left, 
Earl Hartman, Marsha Hartman, Darrell Barr, Harold Groth, Mike Sand, and Mike Hartman. 

corned leaders from new church projects in 
Sioux City, Iowa, and Minneapolis. 

Oregon/Washington: Camp Koinonia in 
Cle Elum, Wash., hosted this year's district 
conference Aug. 26-28 with Carol Mason 
as moderator. An emphasis on discern
ment and consensus was planned. 

Pacific Southwest: District conference 
will include a golf tournament, to be held 
Oct. 7 on Dryden Golf Course in Modesto, 
Calif. The conference is Oct. 7-9 at 
Modesto Church of the Brethren. 

Shenandoah: Bridgewater (Va.) Church 
of the Brethren and its "Brethren Student 
Movement" held a retreat Sept. 9-11 at 
Buck Hill Camp for college students in the 
central Shenandoah Valley. Bethany facul
ty Dan Ulrich and Russell Haitch provided 
leadership. 

South/Central Indiana: Area Brethren 
were invited to a carry-in meal with the 
On Earth Peace board as it held its fall 
meetings at Anderson (Ind.) Church of the 
Brethren Sept. 6-7. 

Southeastern: Delegates at district confer
ence, held July 29-31 in Mars Hill, N.C., voted 
to re-open the Ramey Flats church in 
Clintwood, Va., as a fellowship; to begin a 
Bible study project in Marion, N.C.; and to 
start a new Hispanic project in Jefferson, N.C. 

Southern Ohio: New Covenant Church 
of the Brethren near Columbus on Aug. 27 
hosted a seminar on "Exploring Post-

Modern Culture and Ministry" led by Jeff 
Glass for all Ohio congregations. 

Southern Pennsylvania: A "Spiritual 
Gifts Breakthrough Seminar" titled "Meant 
to Be You!" and led by Victoria Smith is 
scheduled for Oct. 15 at Madison Avenue 
Church of the Brethren in York, Pa. 

Southern Plains: Brethren Academy direc
tor Jonathan Shively led a pastors' training 
focusing on "The Dark Side of Leadership" 
before district conference in July. 

Virlina: Living Faith Church of the 
Brethren in Concord, N.C., was received 
as a full congregation on Sept. 11. Jim 
Hardenbrook, the 2005 Annual Conference 
moderator, gave a keynote message. 

West Marva: Camp Galilee has signed a 
lease agreement with USA Water Ski 
Association Deep Creek Lake Water Sports 
to use the camp's lake for practices. 

Western Pennsylvania: District 
"inspirational services" are planned for 
Oct. 16 at Penn Run Church of the 
Brethren and Maple Spring Church of the 
Brethren, with Larry Dentler speaking. 

Western Plains: District conference took 
place Aug. 5-7 at Colorado State University 
in Pueblo. A "Projects Unlimited Auction" 
raised $3,500 for mission projects, and two 
church planters were recognized. 

Do you have district or congregational stories that might be of 

interest to M ESSENGER? Send them to MESSENGER, c/o In Touch, 

1451 Dundee Ave ., Elgin, IL 60120 or messenger@brethren.org. 
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INTOUCH 

Harrisburg erupts in 
a 'praise explosion' 

Harrisburg (Pa.) First Church of the 
Brethren hosted a multilingual "Fixing 
our Eyes on Jesus Praise Explosion" on 
July 23. The two-hour event featured 
three praise bands and two choirs, led 
off by the Harrisburg First praise band. 

From left, Anna Jane and Richard Glisson, Ada and Monroe Good, Betty and Allen Kreider, 
Eleanor and Jim Kreider, Mary and Claude Hart, Ethel and Melvin Shaub, and Millie and 
Robert Groff were among the couples honored for 50-plus years of marriage June 26 at 
Mechanic Grove Church of the Brethren. 

Other groups participating were the 
Harrisburg Brethren in Christ Gospel 
Choir, the praise team from the 
Indonesian Full Gospel Fellowship 
(which worships in Harrisburg First's 
sanctuary on Sunday evenings), the 
Harrisburg First Inspirational Choir, 
and the Spring Creek Church of the 
Brethren (Hershey, Pa.) Praise Band. 

with his brother, Ben. Smith, Harrisburg 
First pastor Belita Mitchell, and Josiah 
Ludwick provided much of the planning 
and organization for the event. An offer
ing went to support the ministry of 
Brethren Housing Association. 

June 26, honoring all the couples in 
the congregation who had been mar
ried 50 or more years. 

Fifteen such couples were recog
nized during the morning worship 
service, which included a drama titled 
"I do," testimonies to marriage, a ser
mon focusing on the importance of 
trust and love in any relationship, and 
a variety of music. 

Barton Smith, director of both the 
Brethren in Christ and Harrisburg First 
choirs, performed a solo, and Brandon 
Grady, a student at Bethany Theological 
Seminary, sang a solo and then a duet 

Mechanic Grove toasts 
joy of long-term love 

Mechanic Grove Church of the 
Brethren, Quarryville, Pa., had a big 
golden anniversary celebration on 

Each couple received flowers, and a 
cake and punch reception, including a 
photo display, followed the service. 

LANDMARKS & LAURELS 

• The scholarly journal Brethren Life and Thought cel
ebrated its 50th anniversary during the Brethren Journal 
Association luncheon at Annual Conference on July 4. It 
featured a musical revue titled "Brethren, Lively and 
Thoughtful," written by Steve Engle and Frank Ramirez and 
presented by the "Not Ready for the Tercentennial Players." 
A special issue of the journal including articles selected 

Four adults and five youth from Pleasant Valley 

Church of the Brethren in Middlebury, Ind., took a 
mission trip to Matamoras, Mexico, in April. The 

group raised more than $3,500 to build a church in 
Matamoras. While there, they offered a daily worship 

service, delivered relief supplies, and shared their 
faith with families living in a garbage dump. 

from issues of the past 
50 years is planned for 
late 2005. 

• The Central 
Maryland Chapter of 
the American Red 
Cross closed its Carroll 
County, Howard 
County, and Harford 
County offices as part 
of a restructuring plan 
to centralize services at 
the chapter office in 
Baltimore. The Carroll 
County office, located 
at the Brethren Service 
Center in New Windsor, 
Md., closed July 1. 

• The Central 
Maryland Ecumenical 

Council on May 1 presented Roy Winter, executive director 
of the General Board's Brethren Service Center in New 
Windsor, Md., with its 2005 Ecumenical Service Award. 
Winter also serves as director of the Emergency 

Response/Service Ministries office at the center, which hous
es a variety of relief, refugee, and hospitality ministries. 

• The neighboring Nappanee (Ind.) and Turkey Creek con
gregations sponsored their first "Waging Peace 
Scholarship" this year at NorthWood High School, recog
nizing peacemaking efforts in the community and beyond. 
The $750 award went to Heather Reinhardt. 

• Faye Zehner of Bremen (Ind .) Church of the Brethren 
celebrated her 102nd birthday on July 15. 

REMEMBERED 

• J. Stanley Earhart died at Brethren Village in Lancaster, 
Pa ., on Aug. 1. He had served as executive secretary of 
Southern Pennsylvania District from 1970 to 1983 and as 
part-time director of District Ministries for the General 
Board from 1983 to 1986. Earlier he pastored several 
Pennsylvania and Maryland congregations for nearly t hree 
decades. He was a graduate of Elizabethtown (Pa.) College 
and Bethany Bible Training School. A memorial service was 
held Aug . 13 at Lampeter (Pa.) Church of the Brethren. 

• John Wilburn Lewallen died Aug. 8 at 1imbercrest Church 
of the Brethren Home in North Manchester, Ind. He was 86. He 
had served as executive minister of Northern Illinois and 
Wisconsin Districts beginning in 1955, and of Northern Indiana 
District from 1962 to 1977. He also served as pastor of Church 
of the Brethren congregations in Kansas and Ohio, retiring in 
1982. He was a graduate of McPherson (Kan.) College and 
Bethany Biblical Seminary in Chicago. Services were held Aug. 
17 at the 1imbercrest Chapel in North Manchester. 

• Acman St. Fleur, a key leader of new Haitian church 
planting efforts, was killed in a car accident Aug. 11. He was 
the nephew of Ludovic St. Fleur, pastor of the Miami Haitian 
congregation, who traveled to Haiti to do the funeral. 
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REMEMBERED: Donald F. Durnbaugh 

'Dean of Brethren historians' 
Church of the Brethren historian, educator, and church leader 
Donald F. Durnbaugh died Aug. 27 at Beth Israel Hospital in 
Newark, N.J. He and his wife, Hedda, were returning from a trip 
to Europe after Durnbaugh reported feeling ill. 

Born in Detroit, Durnbaugh most recently lived in James Creek, 
Pa. He attended Stone Church of the Brethren in Huntingdon and 
served as volunteer archivist at Juniata College. He and his wife 
had three children and two grandchildren. 

Durnbaugh, 77, held a unique position in the Church of the 
Brethren as "the dean of Brethren historians," in the words of 
Dale W. Brown, a colleague when 
Durnbaugh taught at Bethany 
Theological Seminary. He also was con
sidered a leading authority on the 
Historic Peace Churches and American 
communitarian movements. 

"Don was a reserved and quiet teacher, 
always well prepared, always pushing 
his students to do better," said David 
Eller, director of the Young Center for 
Anabaptist and Pietist Studies at 
Elizabethtown (Pa.) College. 

Eller, a former student of Durnbaugh at 
Bethany, had just flown to Germany to 
meet Durnbaugh at an International 
Pietism Conference when he learned of 
Durnbaugh's death. A brief prayer service 
was held for Durnbaugh at the confer
ence, and Eller read the paper Durnbaugh 
had been scheduled to present, on 
Conrad Beissel and the Ephrata Cloister. 

"His scholarship was of the highest caliber, of course, but I 
admired him equally for his wit and dry sense of humor," Eller 
added. "His love of Christ and church came through in every
thing he did." 

Among Durnbaugh's numerous books and articles are 
European Origins of the Brethren: A Source Book on the 
Beginnings of the Church of the Brethren in Early Eighteenth
Century Europe, The Believers' Church: The History and 
Character of Radical Protestantism, and Fruit of the Vine: A 
History of the Brethren, 1708-7995. Durnbaugh served as editor
in-chief of the three-volume Brethren Encyclopedia published in 
1983-1984. He was working on final editing of the fourth volume 
that is to be published soon. 

Durnbaugh taught at Juniata for four years before he began 
teaching church history at Bethany in 1962. In 1988 he became J. 
Omar Good Distinguished Visiting Professor at Juniata, and in 
1989 became the Carl W. Ziegler Professor of History and 
Religion at Elizabethtown (Pa.) College. He held degrees from 
Manchester College in North Manchester, Ind.; the University of 
Michigan; and the University of Pennsylvania; and studied at 
Philipps-Universitat Marburg, Germany. His many professional 
associations included affiliation with the Young Center for the 
Study of Anabaptist and Pietist Groups at Elizabethtown, and 
service as president of the Brethren Journal Association. 

"As we all know, Don was the most influential Brethren histori
an of the 20th century," Brethren Historical Library and Archives 
director Ken Shaffer said. "What many people do not know is 
that Don could be the life of the party. He could enthrall people 
with his stories and jokes." 

Durnbaugh's career as a church leader began with volunteer 
service in Europe through the Brethren Service Commission, 
beginning in 1949. He was in the third unit of Brethren Volunteer 
Service and worked with refugees in Austria, later returning to 
direct the Brethren Service program there. He met his wife, 

Hedda, at a peace seminar in Vienna. It was with her help in 
translating documents from the German that Durnbaugh began 
his study of Brethren history in Europe. 

In 1986 he served as Annual Conference moderator. Other 
church leadership positions included a Conference study commit
tee on church and state, leadership of the Brethren Colleges 
Abroad program in Europe 1964-1965, serving on the Brethren 
Historical Committee and the Germantown Trust, leadership in a 
Brethren-Russian Orthodox Exchange in 1971, and service in the 
Fraternal Relations Committee. With John Howard Yoder he was 
a co-coordinator of Believers' Church conferences that gathered 
"free church" traditions in a new configuration. 

Most recently, he was a member of the committee J:)lanning the 
celebration of the 300th anniversary of the Church of the Brethren. 
He served a term as chair and was a key leader in contacts with 
other Brethren bodies, who held him in high esteem. In recent 
years, he and Hedda also led Brethren history tours of Europe. 

"I so much enjoyed meeting Don during some of our planning 
sessions for 2008," Brethren Church executive director Kenneth 
Hunn wrote following Durnbaugh's death. "Of course his writ
ings have been part of my reading in Brethren history, and I 
enjoyed them completely. His works reflected his character as 
thoughtful, thorough, clear, and full of love for the Brethren. We 
have lost a friend." 
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REFLECTIONS 

A new church for a new century 

It was Easter 2005, yet this worship service was 
nothing like what most Brethren have experienced. 

Upon entering the sanctuary, about 7 p.m., you find your
self in a mostly dark room. If you didn't know that this was 
a church, you might think it was a nightclub. Soft pop 
music is playing in the background. Images are projected 
on a large screen, welcoming people. The mood seems 
somber, as the focus of the service is Good Friday. 

Soon, the music is turned up, and video images from 
the Old Testament and life of 
Christ start flashing quickly on the 
screen. People seem transfixed 
while viewing it. Afterwards, the 
room continues to be dark while a 
band comes on stage playing soft, 
quiet choruses leading up to the 
sermon. The pastor begins a mes
sage on the importance of Christ 
dying on the cross for our sin. 

After 30 minutes, people are invit
ed to move to the fellowship hall to 

continue the service. Everyone is encouraged to move silent
ly and reflect on Christ's death for their sin. Upon stepping 
outside, the walkway has been transformed to symbolize the 
resurrection! Blocks of ice covered by shaved ice have been 
put in place, looking like snow banks. These form the 
entrance to a path that changes to luminaries to light the way 
in the dark. Soon the luminaries give way to plants sprouting 
out of the ground, followed by flowers blooming. Large, lush 
green plants form the entrance into the fellowship hall. 

As you enter the fellowship hall, a video is shown of U2 
playing a song about "streets paved with gold." Next, the 

mainline denominations are not attractive to most postmod
ern people. But this doesn't mean they don't have a spiritual 
hunger. For years, George Barna (see www.barna.org} has 
done research on the spirituality of people who don't attend 
church. Newsweek magazine, in its Sept. 5, 2005, edition, fea-
tured articles on religious beliefs, spirituality, and pluralism in 
our nation. Both Barna and Newsweek report a deep spiritual 
hunger and a desire for people to connect with God. 

In my work with emerging, postmodern churches and 
conferences, I've discovered the following in churches that 
are successfully reaching emerging generations and post
modern people: 

Many emerging churches worship at night. This fits in 
well for young adults and others who value having week
ends free and Sunday mornings to sleep in. It also allows 
congregations to use darkness as an integral part of wor
ship. Darkness is valued, as it helps create a sense of the 
mystical and spiritual. It helps participants focus on the 
screens or other lighted areas. Also, by creating a night
club-like setting, first-time, unchurched visitors feel more 
at ease because they are familiar with this atmosphere. 

In addition, a darkened room cuts distractions. If someone 
needs to get up, it can be done without distracting others. It 
also helps to free people to worship more expressively. If 
someone desires to raise their hands during worship, or shed 
a few tears, they can do so knowing others will not notice. 

Emerging churches are taking seriously Mark 12:30, 
where we are taught to love God with our entire being. 
Thus, worship is planned in a way to engage the whole 
body, including all the senses, instead of just engaging 
someone from the shoulders up. 

Engaging the whole body in worship can be done in a 
variety of ways, in addi
tion to sights and 
sounds. For example, 
prayer stations might be 
set up for people to 
engage at any time dur-

As you enter the fellowship hall, a video is shown of 
U2 playing a song about 11 streets paved with gold." Next, 

the pastor continues his message about the importance 
of the resurrection and why we should really celebrate. 

ing the service. These 
might have items to taste, touch, listen to, or observe 
while reflecting on a scripture passage and praying. 

pastor continues his message about the importance of the 
resurrection and why we should really celebrate. As he 
concludes, the rock band starts up again, playing loud, 
joyous songs. To conclude the service, people are invited 
to get some food and celebrate Christ's resurrection and 
love for all. It's definitely a party-type atmosphere as the 
service ends about 9 p.m. 

Is this a Church of the Brethren? No, it's a young, emerging, 
postmodern church in San Diego, where I spent my sabbati
cal. This is the service I was asked to plan for a congregation 
that averages more than 2,000 people each Sunday evening. 

The emerging church looks and feels very different than 
the normal Church of the Brethren. It is reaching thou
sands of young adults and even other o lder adults who 
have either dropped out of another church or never gone. 

Why? Worship and communication of faith principles in 
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Other experiences are also planned to help people encounter 
God and the community God desires for all. This variety of 
experiences is planned with the hope that at least one will help 
someone connect with God in a living and vital way. 

A new church is emerging in the new century. It's not a 

new religion, but a new expression of Christianity. It's not a 
new denomination, but these emerging churches are show
ing up in all denominations. Is it time for one in ours, too? 

Oh-back to the beginning. Was there a "Brethren" touch 
to this Easter service? Yes! The beginning video, with quick, 
flashing scenes, was Paul Grout's "For Such a Time as This."li! 

Jeff Glass is coordinator of the General Board's Area 5 (West) Congregational Life 

Team. He lives in San Diego. 



' UOTEWORTHY 

"It is time that we come 
not as Americans or 

Nigerians. The time has 
come that we tall(. as 
Christians globally.'' 

-Toma Ragnjiya of the Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (Church of the Brethren in 
Nigeria), bringing greetings at the General Board's meeting in July 

"I think Brethren are better at loving the 
enemy than we are at loving om·selves, or 
loving each other!" 

-Donna Shumate, giving devotions in July during her 
last meeting as General Board chair 

••Each year that goes hy, I feel that we're getting 
less peaceful and less simple and less together. 
I feel like someone has to go around and say, 
•Hey folks, wake up!' It's not fm1 doing this, 
but smueone needs to do it." 

-Brethren Volunteer Service worker Don Vermilyea, talking 
about one of the goals of his Walk Across America 

"Although he is regularly asked to do so, God 
does not take sides in American politics." 

-George Mitchell, former US Senator from Maine 

"There's enough pain in people's lives that we 
should not be causing more." 

-General Board District Ministries coordinator Nancy Knepper, leading 
a training session on ministerial ethics for pastors and others in ministry 

"One of the things we say in trainings is that you 
can't educate racis1n away. Because racis1n is a 
structural reality, dismantling racism takes struc
tural change, not just change of mindset." 

-Phil Brubaker, Mennonite Central Committee US Anti~Racism 
Program training coordinator (MCC News Service) 

'"Something more important than biblical authori
ty is reading the Bible. Biblical authority without 
biblical literacy is a little silly." 

-Bethany Theological Seminary academic dean Stephen 
Breck Reid, in a workshop on biblical authority 

"Life in community is the best chance God gives 
most of us to g1·ow out of ourselves and into 
smnethiug n1ore like what we were nieant to be." 

-Pastor and author Michael Lindvall in his book 
The Good News from North Haven 

THE BUZZ 

CULTUREVIEW 

• The founder of the French 
religious Taize community, 
Brother Roger, was stabbed to 
death during evening prayers on 
Aug. 16. An Associated Press 
report said that a mentally dis
turbed 36-year-old Romanian 
woman was detained as a sus
pect. Brother Alois, a 51-year-old 
German Catholic, was expected to 
succeed Brother Roger as leader 
of the community. Numerous 
Brethren groups have traveled to 
Taize in recent years. 

• Churches were again invited 
by the World Council of Churches 
to mark the UN International Day 
of Peace, Sept. 21, as an 
International Day of Prayer for 
Peace. This year's theme was 
"Building communities of peace 
for all." Churches from Asia, the 
region chosen as the special focus 
of the WCC's Decade to Overcome 
Violence during 2005, proposed 
the theme. 

• Faith & Values Media, the 

nation's largest coalition of Jewish 
and Christian faith groups dedicat
ed to media production and distri
bution, in June announced the 
launch of FaithStreams.com, the 
first Web-based interfaith serv
ice to incorporate streaming 
video and video-on-demand. In 
addition to video, the new site will 
also include all content from the 
Faith & Values Media website 
(www.faithandvalues.com). 

• CBS on Sept. 25 broadcast an 
interfaith special titled 
"Caregivers," looking at clergy's 
role in responding to disaster, 
tragedy, and death. It cited an 
American Red Cross survey taken 
a month after the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks, which found 
nearly 60 percent of 
Americans were 
likely or very like
ly to seek help 
from a spiritual 
counselor. 

JUST FOR FUN: QUICK QUIZ 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS With displays of the Ten 
Commandments frequently in the news this past year, Nancy Haught of 
The Oregonian assembled the following quiz, distributed through Religion 
News Service. See how much you know {answers below): 

1. The Ten Commandments are first listed in the Bible in Exodus 
20:1-17. Where in scripture are they repeated? 

2. What is the Greek name often used for the Ten 
Commandments? 

3. Which of the 10 is the only one that comes with an accompa
nying promise? 

4. Which commandment did Jesus later broaden in the Gospel 
of Matthew? 

5. Whatever happened to the stone tablets that the Bible says 
were inscribed with the Ten Commandments? 

ANSWERS 
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Caregiver Dorothy Norsen 
and children mold Play-Doh 

in a Disaster Child Care 
center in Florida following 
the 2004 hurricanes. 

ter response for the Church of the 
Brethren, led a clean-up effort following 
floods in Jackson, Miss. He observed rest
less children and their frustrated parents 
waiting in long lines to report losses and 
receive emergency assistance. 

Convinced that the needs of children 
were being ignored in the wake of disas
ters, Thompson and the late Karen Daudt, 
an expert in early childhood education, 
wrote a curriculum for training volunteers 
to provide care to children suffering from 
the effects of disaster. They offered the first 
training session in March 1980, and DCC 
answered its first call in May of that year, 
following a tornado in Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Disaster Child Care program has built respect over 25 years 

"We became convinced that the ministry 
to the children was so very important," 
Thompson says. "Mom and Dad are so 
busy taking care of what they need to do, 
cleaning up the debris and so on, that they 
don't have time to hold the kids on their 
laps and listen to them." Jean Myers knows firsthand the trauma 

people endure when a disaster occurs. 
In May 1965, she and her family survived 
three tornadoes that passed through their 
Minnesota town, causing confusion and 
chaos that led to a nearly 12-hour separa
tion from her 2-year-old son, Danny. The 
fear of that night stayed with the family 
for years, particularly with Danny. 

''A traumatic experience is a lifetime 
experience," says Myers, who now lives in 
Sinking Spring, Pa. "It's part of your life, 
and it stays with you." 

Myers' personal story became part of the 
volunteer training sessions for Disaster 
Child Care (DCC)-a ministry of the 
Church of the Brethren General Board's 
Emergency Response/ Service Ministries
during the program's early years. Now in 
its 25th year, DCC has trained about 2,350 
volunteers who have ministered to more 
than 73,000 children in more than 175 dis
asters, including natural disasters, airline 
crashes, and the 9/ 11 terrorist attacks. 

Though DCC's name has changed sev
eral times over the years, from Brethren 
Disaster Child Care to Cooperative 
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Disaster Child Care to its current 
moniker, the mission has been the same: 
to minister and provide crisis intervention 
to the youngest victims of natural and 
man-made disasters. DCC also strives to 
educate parents, teachers, and others 
about the effects of disasters on children. 

In Danny's case, Myers says that for sev-

Since that time, DCC has been present 
at many natural and man-made disasters 
in the United States. When a disaster 
occurs, a team of certified volunteers is 
sent to set up a safe and inviting center 
where parents may leave their children-

She cut out a duck and began telling a story about a 
duck who was swimming around in dirty, mucky 

water at night. Some rescue workers came in a boat 
and took the duck out of that dirty water to a new 

pond where it could swim in clean water. 

eral years her son had nightmares; he 
would cry and shake when it rained, and 
loud noises would upset him. These are not 
unusual responses to a disaster. Sometimes 
children may stop speaking, they may 
become aggressive, or they may become 
whirling bundles of energy. Many times, 
they are afraid the disaster will occur again. 

The program was started in 1980 after 
R. Jan Thompson, then director of disas-

primarily those between ages 2 and 6-
while they clean up or apply for federal 
assistance. Each team takes along a "Kit 
of Comfort" containing therapeutic play 
items such as Play-Doh, paints, puzzles, 
books, toy cars and trucks, puppets, and 
stuffed animals. The children are free to 
choose any activity they want. 

"Play is the way a child learns, and play 
is their work," says Helen Stonesifer, 
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DCC coordinator. Many times, she says, 
children will play out the disaster. 
Sometimes that leads to discussions about 
the disaster; at other times, it simply pro
vides an outlet for children to release 
pent-up energy. 

Myers recalls a little girl, about 7 years 
old, who visited the child-care center in 
Tarboro, N.C., following a flood. The 
child was playing with Play-Doh and 
cookie cutters. She cut out a duck and 
began telling a story about a duck who 
was swimming around in dirty, mucky 
water at night. Some rescue workers came 
in a boat and took the duck out of that 
dirty water to a new pond where it could 
swim in clean water. Myers later learned 
that the girl had been rescued from flood 
waters during the night. 

"She re-created that night through the 
Play-Doh and the story of the duck," 
Myers says. "So the things we use are 
really instrumental in getting the children 
to express their feelings." 

DCC took on an ecumenical approach 
in 1984, opening service opportunities to 
people from other denominations and 
faith communities. The program has 
become well-respected by partner agencies 
such as the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, the American Red 
Cross, and Church World Service. 

Roy Winter, executive director of 
Emergency Response/ Service Ministries, 
points out that the Red Cross has turned to 
DCC to provide child care in times of dis
aster, rather than starting its own program. 
"We do it with such quality that there's 
been no need to replicate it," he says. 

In 1998, DCC was designated as the 

BY THE NUMBERS 
Disaster Child Care response statistics 
from 1980 through June 2005: 

Children served: 73,395 

Child-care volunteers trained: 2,350 

Current volunteers: 500 

Disasters: 176 

Caregiver Janice Shirley gets 

down on the children's level in 
October 2004, following Hurricane 
Ivan in Pensacola, Fla. 

The Red Cross has turned to DCC to provide child 
care in times of disaster, rather than starting its own 
program ... We do it with such quality that there's 
been no need to replicate it," says Roy Winter. 

official child-care service to assist the 
American Red Cross in the aftermath of 
domestic aviation disasters. To meet this 
challenge DCC formed the "Critical 
Response Childcare Team" (originally 
CAIR, Childcare in Aviation Incident 
Response), developing advanced training to 
prepare volunteers to work with children 
traumatized by aviation incidents, terrorist 
events, and other mass casualty disasters. 

Though the work can be tiring, and the 
circumstances are usually sad, many long-

ABOUT DISASTER CHILD CARE 

time DCC volunteers believe serving in 
this ministry is uplifting and spiritual. For 
Jean Myers, serving with DCC since 1986 
has brought healing from her own person -
al trauma 30 years ago. 

"It's a passion with me," Myers says. 
"It's a calling. I think God has really 
called me to do this, and with that calling, 
he has enriched my life."n! 

Karen Doss Bowman is a freelance w ri te r based in 

Bridgew ater, Va. She is a member of Sunrise Church of the 

Brethren in Harrisonburg. 

Disaster Child Care is a program of the General Board's Emergency Response office, 
based at the Brethren Service Center in New Windsor, Md. More information is at 
www.brethren.org/genbd/ersm/dcc.htm, or call 800-451-4407, ext. 5. 

Celebrat~.£ , new 11 e. 
Need a gift that won't fade with the 

wrapping paper? Looking for a present that 

will honor God as well as the one you love? 

Celebrate a special birthday of your child or 

grandchild with a gift that supports new 

churches around the world and helps pass 

on the gift of God's love. Help them to know 

the joy of celebrating birth-and new 

birth-in Jesus Christ. 
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Seminary has navigated a century of 
change, challenges, and progress 

by James Benedict 

October 1905, on the second floor of a house on many US cities. In existing congregations, revival services 
stings Street in the city of Chicago, a school called became common. Would-be missionaries and evangelists sought 

Bethany sprang to life. Twelve students gathered to pray, study training wherever they could find it. 
the Scriptures, and learn about ministry, with instruction and Since existing Brethren schools had little to offer in this area, 
encouragement provided by co-founders Albert C. Wieand and many Brethren ended up in non-Brethren schools. This worried 
Emmanuel B. Hoff. many leaders, including AC. Wieand, who wrote, "Not a year 

One hundred years later and 250 miles southeast of its origi- goes by that there are not several of our earnest hearted, conse-
nal location, that school called Bethany is beginning its second crated young workers going off to various theological schools 
century of service to the Church of the Brethren. As current and and universities seeking what is nowhere available in our church. 
former faculty, staff, and students-and many friends-cele- .. . How long at this rate can we hope for our church doctrines 
brate Bethany's centennial, a look back reveals the story of an and practices to remain pure and uncontaminated?" So Bethany 
institution that began as the dream of two men and has come to Bible School was started with two goals: to provide training for 
play a central role in the church they loved. church workers and to help in preserving the beliefs and prac-

For much of the 19th century, Brethren officially opposed any tices of the church. 
form of higher education. Even so, more and more young Students flocked to the new school. The original student body 
Brethren began to attend colleges as time passed. This soon led of 12 swelled to more than 150 in the third year, and more than 
to the founding of a number of 
Brethren colleges where students 
could pursue higher education 
while Brethren values and tradi
tions were reinforced. By the 
1890s, when Wieand and Hoff 
began to dream of the possibility 
of creating a training school for 
those who wished to serve the 
church, two dozen other Brethren 
schools had already been started. 

At the same time it was chang
ing its attitude toward higher edu
cation, the church was also 
changing its understanding of its 
role in the world. Enthusiasm for 
mission work and evangelism 
developed rapidly in the last quar
ter of the 19th century. Missions 
were established overseas and in 
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190S-1900 What is today Bethany 

Theological Seminary began as Bethany Bible 

School in a small building on Hastings Street in 

Chicago in 1905. 

1900-1963 Bethany purchased land on Van Buren 

Street on the west side of Chicago in 1908 and gradually grew the 

campus there. Pictured beyond the gate is Bowman Chapel, built 

in 1950. Bethany Hospital sits on the site today. 



\if~Ygf 
~ en setting of the baptismal pool (at Oak Brook! proved a temptation too 

( ;;e~~ for some to endure. The expressive and energetic level of professor 
Alvin Brightbill was augmented to a new level the day he discovered several 
goldfish who had received the sacrament and were still in the water. -Graydon Snyder 

This and other vignettes printed in this section are excerpted from Bethany Daze: Romping and Reminiscing through a Century of 

Scenarios, edited by Fred VV. Swartz. It is available from Brethren Press; call 800-441-3712. 

300 by 1919. Courses with names like "Bible Elocution," "Lesson 
Planning," "Song Leading," "Story Telling" and "Soul Winning" 
were popular in the early years. Meanwhile, the surrounding city 
provided ample opportunities for "practical work," which includ
ed everything from teaching Sunday school to handing out tracts 
to prostitutes in Chicago's red-light district. 

By Bethany's second year, enrollment growth led the Hoff family to 
relocate so the entire house on Hastings Street would be available to 
the school. A few years later, Bethany acquired an entire block on Van 
Buren Street. As the first building was erected on Van Buren Street, 
Wieand and Hoff were seeking recognition for the school from 
Annual Meeting. Recognition was received in 1909 after some debate. 

As successful as Bethany was in attracting students, some in the 
church were not happy with the new school. Some still objected to 
all forms of higher education, but much opposition to Bethany 
came from supporters of other Brethren schools who were worried 

about competition. All other Brethren schools were regional, draw
ing students and collecting contributions primarily from designat
ed districts. Bethany, however, was the church's only Bible school 
and sought to serve and be supported by the entire church. The 
schools nearest to Bethany- Manchester in Indiana and Mount 
Morris in Illinois-registered some of the loudest complaints. 

In the early years, Bethany did in fact compete with the colleges 
for students. While a seminary course was provided for college 
graduates, the number of students in the training school (for stu 
dents without college degrees) far exceeded the number of semi
narians . It would not be until the mid-1940s that the majority of 
Bethany students were seminarians preparing to become pastors. 
Many students in the early days were women, for whom pastoral 
ministry was not then a viable option. Training school students 
often focused instead on Christian education, missions, or music. 

In addition to its residential program, Bethany also operated 

19 63-19 9 3 The chapel and other buildings are seen beyond the 

lake in Oak Brook, Ill., a suburban location where Bethany moved in 1963. The 

area grew rapidly in the following decades. 

[7~ Bethany is on the western side of downtown Richmond, Ind., located along u ... ~hc::e Indiana-Ohio border by Interstate 70. Bethany's building sits on the edge of 

the Earlham College campus, next to the Friends' Earlham School of Religion. 
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tr~1 
~ nging of hymns in those chapel services in the Rufus Bowman Memorial 

( ~~:;el was always powerful and inspirational. Predominantly male voices in 
good, full harmony made the 'rafters ring.' I wish we had recordings of that singing 
and that people across the denomination could have heard and enjoyed that 
singing also. I never missed a chapel service unless I was sick. -Anna G. Shoemaker 

successful correspondence courses and short-term Bible 
Institutes. As graduates filtered through the church, Bethany's 
influence and popularity increased. At the 1925 Annual 
Conference in Winona Lake, Ind., delegates voted 449 to 145 in 
favor of the denomination assuming ownership of the school, 
fulfilling a dream of the founders. 

Still, as the significant number of opposing votes suggests, not 
everyone in the denomination was supportive of Bethany's work. 

The nth degree 

In this instance, much of 
the criticism was aimed at 
Bethany's perceived "lib-

The following certificates and eralism." Indeed, concern 
degrees have been offered by Bethany about Bethany had led to 
at various times over its existence: 

Bible Teacher Training Certificate 
Elementary Sunday School 

Teachers Course Certificate 
Three Year Music Certificate 
Bachelor of Sacred Literature 
Diploma Bible Course 
Bachelor of Divinity 
Master of Arts 
Master of Theology 
Doctor of Theology 
Master of Religious Education 
Certificate in Theological Studies 
Doctor of Ministry 
Master of Divinity 
Master of Arts in Theology 
Certificate of Achievement in 

Theological Studies 

the establishment of the 
School of Theology at 
Juniata College, under the 
leadership of C.C. Ellis. 
Ellis, later Juniata's presi
dent, was a leading 
Brethren advocate of the 
emerging fundamentalist 
movement. Though 
short-lived, the School of 
Theology at Juniata 
demonstrated that the 
Church of the Brethren 
contained diverse theo
logical perspectives, 
including conservative 
ones. Bethany's leader
ship, seeking to serve the 
whole church, acknowl-
edged this by adding T. T. 

Myers (dean of the Juniata School of Theology) to its board, and 
by adding a conservative doctrinal statement to its catalog. 

While enrollments remained reasonably high, the 1920s were a 
difficult decade for the seminary economically. A slump in prices 
for agricultural commodities hurt the Brethren, who remained a 
largely agrarian denomination. The difficulties of the 1920s 
became a full-fledged crisis with the arrival of the Great 
Depression. Enrollment and donations plummeted. Faculty and 
staff received only part of their pay, and some of that in the form 
of dried fruits, vegetables, home-canned foods, and cured meats 
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donated to Bethany in lieu of cash. 
By 1932, the recently renamed Bethany Biblical Seminary had 

only 82 students, and its aging president, AC. Wieand, announced 
he was stepping down. The reins of the school were passed to D.W. 
Kurtz, a former pastor and college president. Kurtz's theology was 
a far cry from the fundamentalism that Bethany had so recently 
tried to appease. Kurtz often spoke of "prophetic ministry," which 
included concerns for justice, equality, love, and goodwill for all 
people. He also advocated the study of systematic theology, while 
de-emphasizing the importance of missions and evangelism. 

Kurtz's tenure at Bethany was short-just five years. He was 
replaced by Rufus Bowman, a Virginian who had experienced 
tremendous success as a pastor. Bethany's enrollment, which 
had doubled during Kurtz's term, rose to 260 students by 1945. 
Bowman perpetuated this growth while renewing Bethany's com -
mitment to Brethren values and practical training for ministry. 

In the 1940s and 1950s the church reached its high-water mark 
with regard to membership, and the seminary was well respected. It 
was also a period in which much of the Church of the Brethren was 
rapidly moving away from its own distinctive traditions and toward 
those of mainline Protestantism. Of course, not all Brethren were 
comfortable with this trend. Though Bethany is sometimes faulted 
for taking the lead in this movement toward the mainstream, the 
school's students and faculty were themselves divided on the issue. 

The matter came to a head during the tenure of seminary presi
dent Paul Robinson, who succeeded Bowman. Robinson, also a 
successful pastor before coming to Bethany, is perhaps best 
remembered for guiding Bethany's move from its campus in the 
increasingly run-down and dangerous Van Buren Street neigh
borhood to a spacious new suburban location in Oak Brook. 

Robinson also upgraded the academic quality of Bethany's instruc
tion, recruiting the so-called "bright young faculty" that would shape 
the seminary for a quarter-century. These young scholar~ were root
ed in and committed to the Church of the Brethren. Yet unlike most 
of the faculty in Bethany's first 50 years, they had little experience as 
leaders in congregations and nearly none as pastors. As this new fac
ulty was hired, both the Training School and the correspondence 
courses were dropped. The sign out front of the Oak Brook adminis
tration building summed up Robinson's vision for the school: 
"Bethany Theological Seminary-The Graduate School of Theology 
for the Church of the Brethren." 

As a committed ecumenist, Robinson supported and led a 
move in the denomination toward greater cooperation with other 



denominations, under the banner of the Consultation on Church 
Union (COCU). COCU was an effort by several Protestant 
groups to explore the possibility of full union. Among Brethren, 
COCU proved to be very controversial, and full participation was 
twice rejected by Annual Conference. In spite of Robinson's sup
port for COCU, the seminary's relationship to the larger church 
suffered little harm because, ironically, two of Robinson's hand
picked faculty members (Donald F. Durnbaugh and Dale Brown) 
led the charge against full participation in COCU. 

In the 1960s, both the denomination and the seminary were 
affected deeply by sweeping changes taking place. The Vietnam 
War, the civil rights movement, and widespread rebellion by 
youth created new controversies. In the name of the church's 
peace tradition, many Brethren embraced the antiwar movement. 
Others, however, criticized the protesters for being unpatriotic 
and anti -American. While the denomination experienced less 
contention over the participation of a number of Brethren in the 
civil rights movement, some objections were registered. Finally, 
while some in the church advised tolerance toward the long hair, 
loud music, and anti-establishment spirit common among the 
young, others recommended a hard line be taken. 

All of these controversies came to haunt Bethany. AB Bill Kostlevy 
puts it, the school became a "center of student radicalism." While 
supported by the faculty and administration on issues of peace and 
social justice, many students carried out their rebellion even against 

Marcia Shetler 

Lights, camera, action. Bethany 
offered its Nicaary Chapel for 

filming of the Church of the 
Brethren 2004 Christmas Eve 

service, which was nationally 
broadcast on CBS. 

the school. Rules against the 
use of alcohol and tobacco 
were ignored, and other poli
cies were routinely protested. 

Word of the behavior of students reached congregations and did 
lasting damage to Bethany's reputation in the church. 

By 1975, as Warren Groff took over the presidency, much of 
the unrest on campus was over, but the sense of distance between 
the seminary and the church lingered. A quiet, creative, and intel
ligent leader, Groff worked hard to find new ways for Bethany to 
serve the church. During his presidency, two programs were 
developed that restored Bethany's involvement with non-graduate 
level education for ministry. Education for a Shared Ministry 
(EFSM) and Training in Ministry (TRIM) were both designed for 
students similar to those who had once been part of the Training 
School, people with little or no college background. 

Even as Bethany found new ways to serve the church, the 
church found fewer students to send to Bethany. Near the end of 
the 1980s, only half of the student body was Brethren. In addi
tion, few Brethren students had opportunities to do field work in 
Brethren congregations. In spite of Graff's efforts, the relation
ship between the church and the seminary remained distant. 
Meanwhile, rising expenses and aging facilities created a loom -
ing financial crisis. As Groff stepped down in 1988, the seminary 
board had already created a task force to explore the possibility 
of selling its property and relocating a third time. 

Wayne Miller, Graff's successor, came out of retirement to serve his 
alma mater. AB president of Woodbury University in California, Miller 
had experience moving a school. He shepherded Bethany through the 
decision to sell the Oak Brook property and move to Richmond, Ind., 
where Bethany could establish a collaborative program with the 
Earlham School of Religion, a Quaker-affiliated seminary. 

With arrangements for the move in place, Miller re- ~ntered 
retirement and Gene Roop, Old Testament professor at Bethany 
since 1977, stepped forward to lead the seminary. With Bethany 
still under a severe economic strain, Roop increased efforts to 
regain the support of the church. This included many hours lis
tening to church members and talking about a new vision for 

Bethany and Earlham School of Religion students converse with Dr. 
Walter Brueggemann, professor emeritus of Old Testament at 

Columbia Theological Seminary. Brueggemann was the speaker at 
Bethany's Founders Lecture Series in November 2004. 
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\i3~nt 
(} ,,/ nbeknowst to other officials and attendees who came for Bethany's groundbreaking '- V ( ceremony at Richmond, the official Affiliation Agreement for the collaboration of Earlham 
School of Religion and Bethany Theological Seminary had never been signed. Earlham president 
Dick Wood, thinking it was expedient that it be done before any ground was broken, brought the 
agreement to the ceremony, and he and president Gene Roop met under a tree to one side of the 
site and secretly signed the official document just before the ceremony began.' -Earle Fike Jr. 

theological education. He pointed out that Bethany's new loca
tion would allow many more students the opportunity to serve in 
Brethren congregations . Responding to criticism that the semi
nary was more interested in academic scholarship than in prepa
ration for pastoral ministry, Roop has made sure that Bethany 
clearly emphasizes the latter. 

Cornerstones from past Bethany buildings are embedded in the wall 
that today stands by the entrance of the Bethany Theological 
Seminary building in Richmond, Ind. 

Under Roop's steady hand, Bethany's relationship to the 
church and the financial condition of the seminary have both 
greatly improved. A new, theologically diverse faculty is in place. 
The seminary now offers off-campus graduate courses through 
the Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center in Pennsylvania and an 
online distance-learning program, Connections. 

The seminary also continues to support TRIM and EFSM under 
the umbrella of the Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership, 
which is operated jointly with the Church of the Brethren General 
Board and headquartered on the Bethany campus. 

Through 100 years of changes and challenges, including three 
moves and at least as many reinventions of itself, the school that 
started on Hastings Street has never stopped striving to serve the 
Church of the Brethren. Nelson Kraybill, president of Associated 
Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, Ind. , insists that "for a 
denominational seminary, the life and mission of the church 
must be primary." If so, as it begins its second century Bethany 
Theological Seminary stands in good stead as the denomination
al seminary of the Church of the Brethren. ll! 

James Benedict, a Bethany graduate, 1s pastor of Union Bridge (Md ) Church of the Brethren 

~~nf 
Celebrating a centennial 
A centennial homecoming weekend was planned at Bethany Theological Seminary's Richmond, Ind., campus Sept. 30 to Oct. 2, cul
minating a year of celebration. The weekend focused on the anniversary theme, "A Pilgrimage of Faith ... A Future with Hope." 

Highlights of the weekend included an alumni/ae concert, mini-classes by current and former professors, a concert by the vocal 
ensemble CANTUS, worship, a picnic, and a recognition banquet. Marcia Shetler 

A "Bethany Remembered" bus tour left Pennsylvania on Sept. 27, picking up people 
along the way to join in the festivities. Other stops included the former Bethany sites in 
the Chicago area, Bethany Hospital, discussion at Chicago First Church of the Brethren, 
and worship and a tour at the Church of the Brethren General Offices in Elgin, Ill. 

Earlier, at the 2005 Church of the Brethren Annual Conference in Peoria, 111., in July, 
the Bethany report to delegates highlighted the centennial and included the debut pres
entation of a Bethany hymn written by Steve Engle and Frank Ramirez for the anniver
sary. Also making their debut at the Conference were a centennial history book by 
William Kostlevy, a book of Bethany anecdotes, and a Bethany quilt. Those traveling to 
and from Conference were invited to stop at the seminary for an open house. 

The centennial celebration had officially kicked off at Annual Conference a year 
earlier in Charleston, W.Va., with displays and an autograph book, and continued at 
National Older Adult Conference a few months later. Among other centennial events 
were a lecture by Walter Brueggemann, a major worship conference, and publica
tion of a children's book. More details are online, at www.bethanyseminary.edu . 

Bethany's 2005 Annual Conference exhibit 

included a large centennial display. The "signpost" 
featured the seminary's different locations, and 
the current departments and entities that develop 

a collaborative exhibit each year. 

A double issue of Brethren Life & Thought, a journal based at the seminary, was also dedicated to the anniversary (Vol. 49, Nos. 1 & 2, 
dated winter/spring 2004). Twenty-six authors-including Bethany graduates and others who know the seminary well-contributed articles 
related to Bethany's mission, academic approach, and legacy. Nancy Faus, Donald E. Miller, and Graydon Snyder guest-edited the issue. ll! 
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Yoo 
B a by Kenneth M. Shaffer 

Profiles in diversity: 
the Bethany presidents 
Seminary's leaders have brouglit a vanety of personalities and gifts 

hany's presidents include a high school dropout, an elected to the ministry by the Huntingdon 
ntisectarian, and a practitioner of the Higher Life. While (Pa.) congregation in 1904. Kurtz held 

deeply committed to Bethany and the Church of the Brethren, they degrees from Juniata College, Yale 
are a diverse group, and each has left a unique mark on the seminary. University, and Yale Divinity School and 

A.C. Wieand 
Albert Cassel Wieand (1871-1954), gen
erally known as A.C. Wieand, was co
founder and first president of Bethany. In .. 
1884 he joined the Chippewa congrega
tion (Creston, Ohio) and in 1893 was 
elected a minister. Wieand earned 
degrees from Juniata College, McPherson 
College, and the University of Chicago 
and studied at a German university. 

Two major influences on Wieand were the Keswick, or Higher 
Life, movement and the progressive educational theories of the late 
1800s and early 1900s. The Keswick movement stressed that life in 
the Spirit enabled believers to find deliverance from sin and thereby 
become equipped for evangelism and missions. Progressive educa
tional theories focused on the students and emphasized the induc
tive method of learning. Wieand was able to practice these methods 
when he taught at WW White's Bible Teachers' Training School 
(1903-1905). It is not surprising that the early Bethany had an 
innovative curriculum with an emphasis on spiritual development. 
Personal piety was coupled with practical learning. 

Wieand served as Bethany's president from 1905 until 1932. 
During his tenure, Bethany expanded from a house on Hastings 
Street to four buildings on West Van Buren Street. The number 
of students grew from 12 to more than 350 in 1919 and then 
dropped to less than 100 by 1932. Ownership of the seminary 
was transferred to the Church of the Brethren (1925), and the 
name was changed from Bethany Bible School to Bethany Biblical 
Seminary ( 1931). After leaving the post of president, Wieand 
continued to teach at Bethany until 1946. 

studied for a year in Germany. Before 
becoming Bethany president he had pas 
tored two congregations and served as the 
president of McPherson College. 

Kurtz urged Brethren to let go of their 
sectarian past. His ecumenical involvements 
included serving as a president of the Kansas Sunday School 
Association and as a vice president of the World Sunday School 
Association. He espoused the social gospel and accepted progressive 
revelation whereby the Old Testament is superseded by Jesus Christ. 
As Bethany president he saw academic study as the key to ministerial 
training. Needless to say, Kurtz was too liberal for many Brethren. 
Yet he saw Bethany through the most difficult days of the Depression 
and helped lay the foundation for greater ecumenical contacts in the 
church. 

Rufus Bowman 
Rufus David Bowman (1899-1952), 
Bethany's third president, served for 15 
years (1937-1952). Baptized in 1910, he 
was elected to the ministry about 1920. 
Bowman earned degrees at Bridgewater 
College and Yale Divinity School and stud
ied at several other universities. Prior to 
becoming president he held two highly suc
cessful pastorates and served as general sec
retary of the Board of Religious Education. He was deeply committed 
to the Brethren peace position and worked closely with Quakers and 
Mennonites to inform the US government of the historic peace church 
opposition to war as World War II approached. _ 

As president Bowman reaffirmed the piety of Bethany's early years 
and emphasized the growing concern for service in the church. He 

D.W. Kurtz reorganized the faculty by letting go two long-term faculty members 
Daniel Webster Kurtz (1879-1949) served as Bethany's second and hiring four new members within a few years of becoming presi-
president from 1932 to 1937. He was baptized at the East dent. The seminary was accredited by the American Association of 
Nimishillen congregation (North Canton, Ohio) in 1899, and was Theological Schools in 1939 and affiliated with Mennonite Biblical 

r1,emember a quip from William Beahm when the chair collapsed under Dr. Rufus Bowman J ;; chapel. Dean Beahm remarked, 'Well, Dr. Bowman now has the floor!.' - Ethmer Erisman 
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Seminary in 1945. In January 1952, just eight months before 
Bowman's untimely death at age 53, a new chapel at Bethany was 
dedicated. It became known as the Bowman Chapel. 

Paul Robinson 
Paul Minnich Robinson (1914-2001) became Bethany's fourth 
president in 1953. WW Slabaugh had served as interim president 
during the 1952-1953 academic year. Robinson was baptized in 
the Pleasant Hill (Ohio) congregation and ordained by the 
Walnut Grove (Pa.) congregation (1932) . He held degrees from 
Juniata College, Princeton Theological 
Seminary, and Lutheran Theological 
Seminary (near Philadelphia) . Before 
coming to Bethany he pastored the 
Hagerstown (Md.) congregation, the 
largest Brethren congregation at the time. 

Robinson oversaw two major changes 
at Bethany: the relocation of the semi
nary and the recruitment of a highly aca -
demically trained faculty. As the neigh
borhood around West Van Buren Street declined in the mid-
1950s, Robinson led the move from Chicago to a 60-acre cam
pus with 11 new buildings in Oak Brook, Ill. Always ecumenical
minded, he hoped other seminaries would join Bethany at the 
new location. In the end, only Northern Baptist Theological 
Seminary moved to Oak Brook, but cooperative programs with 
other Chicago area seminaries were forged. 

Robinson wanted a seminary with high academic standards 
that trained pastors well grounded in Bible and theology and 
skilled in ministerial duties . To this end he developed a faculty 
with excellent academic credentials and commitment to the 
church. During the 1960s "the bright young faculty" restruc
tured the curriculum and became leaders in the denomination. 
While Robinson's vision carried Bethany through the turbulent 
1960s, radical students and campus factions took their toll in the 
1970s. Robinson retired in 1975 and returned to the pastorate. 

Warren Groff 
Warren Frederick Groff (born 1924), a high school dropout, 
became Bethany's fifth president in 1975. He was baptized and 
ordained at the Pottstown (Pa.) congre
gation. After passing the high school 
equivalency test, Groff earned degrees at 
Juniata College and Yale University. He 
taught four years at Bridgewater College 
and then joined the Bethany faculty to 
teach theology and ethics. In 1962 he 
was appointed dean. 

During Graff's years as president, 
Bethany continued its master's degree pro
grams and also offered new educational 
programs. The Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.) , which began shortly 
before Robinson retired, offered a professional doctorate to minis 
ters who already had a seminary degree. To this were added the 
Education for a Shared Ministry (EFSM) and Training in Ministry 
(TRIM) programs. EFSM was for leaders in small congregations 
who had no college, and TRIM was aimed at second-career stu
dents with some college. With more women entering Bethany in 
the 1970s, Groff appointed three women to the faculty. Even so, 
Bethany was charged with failure to be inclusive by feminists and 
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with promoting feminism by conservatives. By the end of the Groff 
presidency in 1989, Bethany's biggest challenge was finances. 
Costs were rising faster than gifts from a 
church with a shrinking membership. 

Wayne Miller 
The retired president of Woodbury 
College (Calif.), Wayne L. Miller (born 
1924) became Bethany's sixth president. 
With degrees from Manchester College, 
Purdue University, Bethany, and the 
University of California, Miller had served 
as a pastor and on the faculty of four 
Brethren colleges. 

A primary reason for Miller's selection as president was his expe
rience at guiding Woodbury through a financial crisis and reloca
tion. At Bethany he oversaw the studies and discussions leading to 
the decision to sell the Oak Brook property and relocate in 
Richmond, Ind., in affiliation with the Earlham School of Religion, 
a Quaker seminary. Miller served as president for three years. 

Eugene F. Roop 
In 1992 the difficult tasks of managing a relocation, balancing a 
budget, and developing new relationships fell to Eugene F. Roop 
(born 1942), Bethany's seventh president. He was baptized (1953) 
and ordained (1967) at the Lincolnshire (formerly Smith Street) 
congregation (Fort Wayne, Ind.). Roop earned degrees from 
Manchester College, Bethany, and Claremont Graduate University. 
Before becoming president he taught seven 
years at Earlham School of Religion and 15 
years at Bethany. As a teacher Roop was 
especially known for his knowledge and love 
of the book of Genesis and for his prayers 
shared in class. 

Two years after Roop became president, 
Bethany had built and moved into a new 
building with classrooms and offices. The 
new vision of Bethany did not include 
student housing, and library services were 
provided by Earlham College. Near bank
ruptcy in 1992, by 1996 Bethany had repaid money borrowed 
from its endowment and had a balanced budget. Major reduc
tions were made possible by a significant decrease in staff and 
faculty and by savings due to the move to a smaller campus. 

With finances under control, Bethany added new programs 
and faculty to meet the needs of students and congregations. 
New programs included cross-cultural studies, youth and 
young adult ministries, increased off-campus courses, online 
courses, and the incorporation of EFSM and TRIM into the 
Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership. Partnership 
became a key word for Bethany at its new location-partner
ship with congregations, with Earlham School of Religion, and 
with the General Board. liJ 

Acknowledgements: The bulk of the data in this article is based on Bethany Theological 
Seminary: A Centennial History by William Kostlevy, with additional material by Eugene 
F Roop /Bethany Theological Seminary, 2005) and The Brethren Encyclopedia (Brethren 
Encyclopedia, Inc., 1984). 

Kenneth M . Shaffer is arch ivist for the Brethren Historical Libra ry and Archives of the 
Church of the Breth ren General Board. He lives in Elg in, Ill. , and is a member of Highland 
Avenue Church of the Brethren. 



WORLD MISSION OFFERING 

I came that they might have life ... (John 10:10) 

Brethren gathered at Mission Alive 

2005 to reassess our response to Christ's 

call, and drew new energy and common 

ground from the words of Jesus that 

invite us to new life and to share that 

abundant life with others. 

The WORLD MISSION OFFERING this 

October provides a time to focus our 

prayers and our giving toward ministries 

of evangelism and church planting, peace 

and reconciliation, and service to those 

in need around the world. 

Give-so that others, too, 

may have life. 

Anastacia Bueno Beltre, 
former Moderator of the 
Church of the Brethren in 
the Dominican Republic, was 
a keynote speaker at Annual 
Conference 2005. 



Yoo 
B a by Ed Poling 

What about the future? 
New ministry models, Brethren identity pose key challenges 

r7ve a pasto,al colleague with a numbe, of young adult J.::~ and nephews. She's been to several of their birthday 
parties recently. Somewhere in the excitement of opening gifts 
and cutting the cake, she quietly asks a few questions about what 
the past year has meant as well as anticipations for the coming 
year. She is so skilled at getting them to process their experi
ences that the questions never seem out of place. 

Bethany Theological Seminary has been having a party this 
whole year as it completes its 100th year. A series of events at 
the Richmond, Ind., campus as well as at Annual Conference in 
Peoria have helped the church celebrate this important milestone. 
Hopefully we can raise a few questions that will help us reflect 
on our past and wonder where God is leading us in the future. 

One hundred years is the span of four generations of ministry 
training, at least in my family. While my grandfather Leander 
Smith didn't study at Bethany, he was just getting started as an 
early Brethren pastor in the West when A.C. Wieand and E.B. 
Hoff were setting up shop on Hastings Street in Chicago in 
1905. My father, Newton Poling, studied at the Van Buren Street 
campus in the early '40s under the presidency of Rufus 
Bowman. My brother Jim, my wife, Marge, and I matriculated at 
the Oak Brook, Ill., campus in the late '60s and early ' 70s when 
Paul Robinson was in charge. And my son Travis hopes to enroll 
next year at Richmond where Eugene Roop presides. 

Each generation has had its own challenges as well as its tri 
umphs. But through it all, Bethany has been surprisingly 
resilient, adjusting to meet the emerging ministry training needs 
of the Church of the Brethren. 

Over the past 10 years I have had the privilege of working 
with President Roop and his staff as a member of the board of 
trustees. When I started attending board meetings, the seminary 
had just moved from Oak Brook to Richmond, on the campus of 

The Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership's first 

Advanced Foundations cohort celebrates completion of their 
program. One of two continuing education offerings in the 

Sustaining Pastoral Excellence programs, Advanced Foundations 

addresses qualities, characteristics, and skills that enhance the 
leadership capacity of pastors. Sustaining Pastoral Excellence is 

funded by a grant from Lilly Endowment Inc. Pictured, left to 

right, are instructor Lowell Flory, Jerry Lee Miller, Ken Gresh, 

David W. Miller, James Davis, Lisa Hazen, Kelly Burk, instructor 
Jonathan Shively, Dan Poole, and Thomas Hanks. 
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Earlham College. But I soon discovered a number of other 
important initiatives were going on as well. 

The Susquehanna Valley Satellite was getting started in 
Pennsylvania so that students in the East could take off-campus 
courses without having to relocate to Indiana. The Brethren 
Academy for Ministerial Leadership, a partnership between the 
seminary and the General Board for non-degree students, was 
growing. A new program (The Institute for Ministry with Youth 
and Young Adults) was being created to train students in youth 
ministry. And distance education, through which students can 
take weekend intensives and online courses, was just being con
sidered. All of these developments, and some others, have come 
about because of the seminary's commitment to conversation. 
These new programs and initiatives grew out of careful listening 
to the needs of students, congregations, and districts. 

I asked President Roop to speak to the question of Bethany's 
future. He said, "I think one of the keys to the future is to stay 
in active conversation with the church. At its best, Bethany has 
done that. One can fall off on either side of that conversation. 
On the one side Bethany can assume that 'we know best,' and so 
the conversation becomes talking at one another. On the other 
side Bethany can assume it is the 'slave' of the church doing 
whatever a 'poll' of the church says we should do. That, too, is 
not a true conversation." 

This kind of "active conversation" has been at the heart of 
most of the changes seen at Bethany in recent years. And such 
active listening has also strengthened the financial base upon 
which the seminary depends. Bethany is now a much more 



strongly supported agency of the denomination because of this 
renewed dialogue with the church. 

Another issue to raise is the future shape of church ministries. 
When Wieand and Hoff began their Bible School in 1905, most stu
dents who came wanted to become missionaries or better Sunday 
school teachers. Later the focus moved toward pastoral ministry. 
Eventually it was assumed that most graduates would serve the 
church as full -time pastors or in a multiple staff. But today only 
about one-third of our congregations are employing pastors full
time. Thus we see the development of the Brethren Academy and 
district-administered certificate programs to provide ministry train
ing for part-time pastors. The seminary as well as the church has 
changed to meet the emerging needs and challenges of ministry. 

What shape this will take in the future is still unclear. Some 
see our present ministry training venues as adequate. Others 
point to a model of congregational life that calls for plural 
(team) ministry. They would see a group of ministers working 
together in a congregation, each in a particular ministry area, 
most working part-time or even as volunteers. It 
sounds much like congregational ministries of sev- Marcia Shetler 

eral generations ago. A neo-plural ministry 
approach seems to have renewed appeal. 

If this model emerges, it will be important for the 
church to talk about the place of graduate theologi
cal education. Where in congregational ministry is 
the place for leadership that thinks about faith, that 
studies the Bible, and understands the practices of 
ministry at an advanced level? It would seem to me 
that at least one member of the team should have 
this kind of training and be able to mentor the other 
leaders . 

A third and critical issue for the future of 
Bethany and ministry education in the church is 
the priority given to Brethren identity. How impor
tant is it to churches for their ministers to be 
trained in a setting where the educational context 
is shaped by the beliefs, practices, and heritage of 
the Church of the Brethren? Some congregations 

During the three day "Hebrews 
12:28- Brimming With Worship" 

conference, each day's activities began 
with- of course-worsh ip . The conference 
was sponsored by Bethany's Rosenberger 
Recital Endowment and Stephen I. Katonah 

Endowment for Faith and the Arts. 

are content to call ministers who have 
been trained at a seminary with a partic
ular theological perspective. This per
spective is considered more critical than 
that of a person who has been formed in 

our own denominational context. The culture wars between lib
eral and conservative political and social views are often reflected 
in our congregations. If our pastors do not have a firm ground
ing in the culture of the Church of the Brethren, it will be harder 
for our congregations to navigate these dangerous waters. 

At the 25th anniversary of Bethany in 1931, President Wieand 
announced that Bethany was still governed by its three founding 
ideals: "spiritual empowerment of its students, sound scholarship, 
and ministerial training rooted in practical experience." These 
three founding principles have served the seminary well for 100 
years now. And while times have changed, I would hope that this 
vision of ministry education would continue. Ministry education 
that helps a student grow in the gospel as a whole person- body, 
mind, and spirit---continues to be critical for the church today. 

The Church of the Brethren is at a far better place because of 
the contributions of Bethany over the last century. Our beloved 
denomination has been richly blessed as a result of the leader
ship of ministers educated with a Bethany imprint. 

As A. C. Wieand reviewed the 
first quarter-century of Bethany's 
history that day, he concluded, "I 
wish to bear testimony that look
ing back over 25 years, I experi
ence one emotion: I have an 
overwhelming sentiment of the 
goodness of God." We can say 
the same 75 years later. God has 
been good. li! 

Ed Poling is pastor of Hagerstown !Md.) 

Church of the Brethren and a spiritual director. 

Karen Neff of Gotha, Fla., 
participates in the banner-making 
workshop at Bethany's "Hebrews 
12:28-Brim m ing With Worship" 

conference in spring 2005. 
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1 Samuel: 
The monarchy begins by David Leiter 

~e book of Judges depicted the 
I ~olitical organization of what 

later became ancient Israel as a loose 
association of tribes whose unity was 
limited to supporting one another dur
ing times of need or crisis. This all 
changes when the reader comes to 1 
Samuel. Due to outside pressures from 
groups such as the Philistines and the 
internal need for political unity, the sto
ries of Samuel, Saul, and David reveal 
in narrative form the events that led to 
the establishment of the monarchy. 

Everything begins with the namesake 
of the book itself, Samuel. After 
Samuel's birth, his mother, Hannah, 
takes him to the Lord's house at Shiloh 
and entrusts him to the care of the 
priest Eli. Eventually Samuel becomes 
judge over all of Israel, and his judge-
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ship sets the stage for the institution of 
the office of king. 

A careful reading of chapters 8-12 
reveals a certain degree of tension 
regarding whether or not Israel should 
have a human king as a ruler. This ten
sion can be found in a very artistic 
weaving together of passages that view 
the monarchy in ancient Israel in a neg
ative light (antimonarchical, in 7:3-8:22, 
10:17-27, and 12:1-18) with passages 
that view a human king as ruler over 
Israel as quite favorable (promonarchi
cal, in 9:1-10:16, 11:15). 

The tension between the two tradi
tions plays out in the following way: 
On the one hand, God views the peo
ple's request for a human king as a 
rejection of God as king over Israel 
(8:6-9; 10:17-19). In addition, Samuel 

provides a list of overwhelming 
demands that the king will make upon 
the people (8:10-18). On the other 
hand, God instructs Samuel to anoint 
Saul as a king who will deliver the 
people from suffering at the hands of 
outside forces such as the Philistines 
(9:15-16). 

After his anointing, Saul is seen as a 
hero who delivers Israel from the 
Ammonites and is worthy of being king 
(11:1-15). Despite the tension in the 
story between the antimonarchical and 
promonarchical passages, the decision 
to have a king wins the day, and Saul 
becomes the first king of Israel. 

According to the storyline, Saul was 
a mediocre king at best. He barely gets 
his feet wet in the role of king when he 
offers a burnt sacrifice without 



Samuel's approval. This displeased 
God. Before the reader can blink an 
eye, Samuel informs Saul that his 
kingdom will soon come to an end, as 
God has already appointed Saul's suc
cessor. Saul is out, and David is in. 
For a time, Saul continues as king and 
is involved in a number of skirmishes 
with the Philistines and the 
Amalekites, but the reader becomes 
painfully aware that Saul is ruling on 
borrowed time. 

David will become the second king 
of Israel, but not until Saul dies. In 
the meantime, Saul and David have 
an antagonistic relationship. It begins 
with Saul's jealousy of David once 
David becomes part of Saul's house
hold. David and Jonathan, Saul's son, 
forge a special relationship, and 
David becomes a successful warrior 
to the point that the people rally 
around him more so than Saul. 
Eventually Saul decides to kill David, 
but David is able to escape with the 
help of his wife, Michal, and 
Jonathan. David is now on the run . 
With Saul in pursuit, he manages to 
stay one step ahead. 

The stories in 1 Samuel consistently 
portray David in a better light than 
Saul. David is the righteous under
dog, while Saul remains the jealous 
tyrant. David and Saul have a chance 

Journey through the WORD 

encounter in a cave. David achieves 
the upper hand and can either -o 

choose to kill Saul or spare his life. ~ 
] 

David cuts off a piece of Saul's outer u 
~ garment and then confronts Saul, 

indicating that he is not out to kill 
God's anointed. 

Saul responds with a repentant 
phrase that crops up occasionally in 
the Old Testament narratives, "You 
are more righteous than I (see also 
Gen. 38:26)." But Saul continues to 
pursue David, and David once again 

~ 
i'l. 

U) 

David and Saul have a chance encounter in a cave. 
David achieves the upper hand and can either choose 

to kill Saul or spare his life. David cuts off a piece of 
Saul's outer garment and then confronts Saul, 

indicating that he is not out to kill God's anointed. 

spares the life of God's anointed (1 
Sam. 26:6-25). The cat-and-mouse 
chase between Saul and David even
tually comes to an end, and the book 
of 1 Samuel concludes with Saul's 
death as he is killed in a battle against 
the Philistines. 

So the monarchy of ancient Israel 
gets off to a rocky start. Saul seems 
doomed from the beginning, and 
David is portrayed with favor and 

goodness. Despite any tension in the 
book about the pros and cons of the 
monarchy, it is here to stay, at least 
for a little while. Its story continues 
in 2 Samuel as David becomes the 
next king of Israel with more adven
tures in store. ll! 

David Leiter is pastor of Friendship Church of the 

Brethren in Linthicum, Md. He also serves as a mem

ber of the Bibl ical Studies faculty at the Ecumenica l 

Institute of Theology in Baltimore. 

1 SAMUEL: A CLOSER LOOK 

Many of the stories in 1 Samuel originated by word of mouth (oral trad ition) and were passed down along 
generational lines. Eventually the stories were put into writing as early as the seventh century BCE and 
underwent an editorial process that continued into the sixth century BCE. 

Famous stories in 1 Samuel include God speaking to Samuel when he was a boy, the anointing of Saul, 
the anointing of David, David and Goliath, David sparing the life of Saul, and the death of Saul. 

Messenger October 2005 



NEWS 

Participants in the Caring 
Ministries Assembly received 

anointing to move beyond fear, as 
a sen doff from the closing wor

ship service. Mike Hostetter offers 

anointing to Nancy Knepper as 
others wait to receive the blessing. 

Caring Ministries Assembly 
urges moving beyond fear 

More than 200 Brethren caregivers focused 
on the theme "Peace Beyond Our Fears" at 
the 2005 Caring Ministries Assembly, held 
Aug. 11-13 at Bridgewater (Va .) Church of 
the Brethren. The assembly, sponsored 
biennially by the Association of Brethren 
Caregivers, explored the theme through 
speakers, preachers, and workshops. 

Opening worship created a powerful 
beginning to the assembly as images of 
fear were projected while organist John 
Barr performed Samuel Barber's "Adagio 
for Strings." Worship leader Del Keeney 
led the congregation in a confession of 
fears that incorporated readings and 
responses based on Psalm 23:1-6. 

Robert Wicks, professor of pastoral care at 
Baltimore's Loyola College, preached on the 
need for caregivers to have perspective about 
the problems and difficulties facing them and 

Will Thomas of Brethren Benefit Trust speaks 
with Jennifer Williams of the American Lung 
Association of Kentucky in May 2004 after they 
presented a shareholder resolution on smoke
free facilities to the YUM! Brands annual meet
ing in Louisville, Ky. BBT is celebrating a Yum! 
Brands decision to make two of its restaurant 
chains smoke-free. 
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the people for whom they care. Perspective 
comes, said Wicks, from "the source of all of 
this: God, scripture, prayer life." 

Wicks carried this theme into a plenary 
session where he talked about three pieces 
of spiritual life: presence to others, presence 
to self, and presence to God. "One of the 
greatest things (caregivers) can offer others 
is the circle of grace formed by love and 
freedom. We offer this space to others where 
they can rest their burdens, their questions, 
their anger, their doubts, their anxieties." 

Jayne Seminare Docherty, of the STAR 
Center at Eastern Mennonite University, pro-

Brethren Benefit Trust celebrates 
restaurants' 1 no smoking' decision 

vided a plenary presentation focused on 
dynamics that individuals and groups experi
ence as a result of trauma and being victim
ized. She described physical and emotional 
cycles trauma victims experience, such as 
physical reactions, feelings of loss, grief, 
anger, helplessness, and a need for justice. 
She said individuals and groups must experi
ence these stages as part of healing. People 
of faith can be harmed if they focus too quick
ly on God's reassurance "to be not afraid" 
without acknowledging what really happened 
and working through the stages, she said. 

Northview (Indianapolis) Church of the 

The next time you sit down to eat in a KFC or Pizza Hut restaurant, you may notice some
thing is missing-second-hand smoke. Yum! Brands, parent company of the two fast-food 
chains, based in Louisville, Ky., announced Aug. 12 that "no smoking" signs will be going 
up. The new policy affects 1,200 KFC and 1,675 Pizza Hut restaurants owned by the compa
ny. Franchisees will be encouraged to adopt their own smoke-free policies. 

Yum! Brands has more restaurants around the world than any other company, BBT said. 
Its Taco Bell, Long John Silver's, and A&W All-American Foods chains are already smoke
free in company-owned restaurants in the US. 

At the Yum! annual shareholder meetings in 2002, 2003, and 2004, Brethren Benefit Trust 
(BBT) presented a resolution seeking a no-smoking policy in response to the 1981 Annual 
Conference statement on tobacco. Although the resolutions did not pass, they did bring 
the issue of second-hand smoke to the attention of the company's board and_ manage
ment, according to a Yum! representative. 

"We are taking this action today to help heighten awareness of second-hand smoke 
issues raised by US Surgeon General Richard Carmona, who has indicated second-hand 
smoke may be harmful and hazardous to the health of the general public," said Gregg 
Dedrick, KFC president, and Peter Hearl, president of Pizza Hut, at a press conference. "In 
our opinion, going smoke-free is simply the right thing to do." 

BBT president Wil Nolen said BBT applauded the decision. "This action is proof that small 
voices can make a difference," he said 

The nearly $400 million BBT manages consists of assets from 200 Brethren Foundation 
clients and retirement monies of more than 4,000 Brethren Pension Plan members. BBT man
ages about $1.17 million in Yum! stock. For more information about BBT see www.brethren
benefittrust.org. 



Brethren co-pastor Louise Baldwin Rieman 
preached on Acts 27, the story of Paul's journey 
as a prisoner to Rome to appeal his case before 
the emperor. "It's truly easier to have courage 
when you have a mission, a purpose, a passion," 
Rieman said. She wondered who will have Paul
like courage to go to our Rome to protest the 
Iraq war, speak out for the victims of an unjust 
healthcare system, and work for tolerance for 
those who are different. 

Stephen Reid, academic dean and professor of 
Old Testament Studies at Bethany Theological 
Seminary, explored fear and courage through 
Isaiah 41:8-16 and 43:1-7 during Bible studies. Reid 
described how these words of affirmation and 
encouragement from God, written in 700-500 BC, 
continue as encouragement to the present church 
to appreciate its roots but also embrace the living 
God who calls us to change and welcome others. 

The assembly's closing worship featured a ser
mon from Andrew Murray, founder and director of 
Juniata College's Institute for Peace and Conflict 
Studies. Murray preached a message of peace 
despite fear, a message he believes Brethren don't 
hear enough from church leaders or the pulpit. 

More than 20 workshops led by several denomi
national agencies covered topics including peace
making, older adult ministry, healthy communica
tion, dealing with conflict, mental health, and 
healthy lifestyles. Tracks were offered for deacons 
and chaplains. Each day, attendees entered into a 
period of silence and were offered times to rest, 
walk the grounds, meditate, or do Tai Chi. 
Massage and spiritual direction also were offered. 

Additional details and photos of the event are 
at www.brethren-caregivers.org. 

Walk Across America 
stops by General Offices 

On Aug. 11 a New Balance shoe store in Geneva, 
Ill., witnessed a unique event in Don Vermilyea's 
Walk Across America: the chance to buy a new 
pair of shoes in person, and to try them on w ith 
the help of a sales clerk. 

Vermilyea is a Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS) 
worker on a quest to visit, on foot, every Church 
of the Brethren congregation in the US that 
extends an invitation. Along the way, he shares 
his message "that it is time to get serious about 
our relationship with Jesus Christ." He has walked 

New shoes-and the opportunity to try them on-were a 
highlight of Don Vermilyea's stops in Illinois/Wisconsin 

District on his Walk Across America. With the help of 

sales clerk Amanda Wolf, he traded in unevenly worn 
shoes with "only" 1,312 miles on them for a pristine pair 

at the New Balance shoe store in Geneva, Ill. 

for more than three and a half years, and more 
than 15,700 miles, beginning in Tucson, Ariz. 

BVS staff usually buy his shoes from congrega
tional and individual gifts and mail them to his 
next destination, said Vermilyea-who walks 
everywhere he goes and does not accept rides 
except in unusual circumstances. The shoes he 
exchanged for a new pair carried him from 
southern Louisiana to Arkansas, then from 
Missouri to Faith Church of the Brethren in 
Batavia, Ill. They had "only" 1,312 miles on 
them, Vermilyea said. They had become unwalk
able because of uneven wear on the heels. 
Walking up to 34 miles a day, Vermilyea cannot 
take the chance of injury to his ankles. 

After the shoe store, Vermilyea's next stop was 
the Church of the Brethren General Offices in 
Elgin, 111., where he presented a slide show and 
held a question and answer session Aug . 12. 
That Sunday, he preached and held a "talk on" 
at Highland Avenue Church of the Brethren in 
Elgin. Previous stops in Illinois/Wisconsin District 
included many of the congregations in Illinois, 
the church in Wisconsin, and two weeks with 
junior and senior high youth camps at Camp 
Emmaus in Mount Morris, Ill. 

Vermilyea joined the junior highs for their annual 
seven-mile hike to White Pines State Park. While 
the rest of the group accepted a hayride back to 
camp, five youth opted to walk back with 
Vermilyea. At the close of the senior high camp, 
more than 90 people walked a stretch of road with 
Vermilyea, the largest group to walk with him 
since the start of his trek in February 2002. 

For more information and a photo gallery see 
www.brethren.org/genbd/witness/Walk.html. 

UPCOMINGEVENTS I 
Sept. 30-Oct. 2 Regional 
Junior High Conference, 
Brethren Service Center, New 
Windsor, Md. 

Sept. 30-Oct. 2 Centennial 
Homecoming Weekend, 
Bethany Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Ind. 

Oct. 1-31 Disabilities 
Awareness Month 

Oct. 2 World Communion 
Sunday 

Oct. 7-8 Atlantic Northeast 
District Conference, 
Elizabethtown (Pa.) College 

Oct. 7-8 Atlantic Southeast 
District Conference, 
Community Church of the 
Brethren, Orlando, Fla. 

Oct. 7-8 Mid-Atlantic District 
Conference, Frederick (Md.) 
Church of the Brethren 

Oct. 7-8 Middle Pennsylvania 
District Conference, Stone 
Church of the Brethren, 
Huntingdon, Pa. 

Oct. 7-8 Southern Ohio District 
Conference, Oakland Church of 
the Brethren, Bradford, Ohio 

Oct 7-9 Pacific Southwest 
District Conference, Modesto 
(Calif.) Church of the Brethren 

Oct. 8-10 Shift Your Space
Transform the World: Young 
Adults Connecting Ecumenically 
for Peace and Justice, Chicago 

Oct. 9 World Mission 
Offering Emphasis 

Oct. 15-17 General Board 
meeting, Church of the Brethren 
General Offices, Elgin, Ill. 

Oct. 16-24 Peace with 
Justice Week 

Oct. 22 Western 
Pennsylvania District 
Conference, Johnstown, Pa. 

Oct. 28-30 Bethany 
Theological Seminary board 
meeting, Richmond, Ind. 
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If we had to name the one area of our work we find most com
pelling, we would have to say it is our work with the HIV/AIDS 
ministry of Ekklesiyar Van'uwa a Nigeria (EVN-the Church of the 
Brethren in Nigeria). HIV/AIDS is endemic throughout Africa. 
Millions of African men, women, and children are infected with the 
virus, and, with few exceptions, that number continues to grow. 

Fortunately, the problem of AIDS isn't as bad in Nigeria as it is 
in some African nations, where 30 percent of the population is 
infected. Nevertheless, HIV/AIDS is still a huge problem in 
Nigeria. According to government statistics, 5 to 12 percent of 
Nigeria's population (between 6 and 15 million people) is infect
ed with HIV/AIDS. Far too many Nigerians are either infected, 
afflicted, or affected by the disease. 

In December 2004, we were asked to work with EVN's HIV/AIDS 
committee in developing a strategic plan to launch an HIV/AIDS 
ministry. A group of us-including six Nigerians, two Swiss, and 
two Americans-met for three exhausting days at EVN headquar
ters in early December to hammer out a plan that will unfold 
over the next three years. The plan endeavors to: 

• Develop an HIV/AIDS awareness campaign through educa
tion, communication, and information; 

• Create an HIV/AIDS action team that will take a program of 
music and drama to EVN congregations, hoping to lessen the 
stigma and raise the awareness of HIV/AIDS; 

• Train 4,000 volunteers to provide HIV/AIDS education and a 
support network in each of EVN's 1,000-plus congregations; 

• Offer HIV screening in all EVN dispensaries and provide pre-
and post-test counseling; 

• Provide access to affordable antiretroviral drugs; 
• Encourage a biblical model of marriage and family; and 
• Empower victimized women by promoting gender equality. 
Mennonite Central Committee is supporting the EVN AIDS pre-

vention project with a $3,500 grant. The money will help train 40 
women, youth, and pastors in EVN churches to educate their 

AIDS Action Team musicians performed a first AIDS Awareness Program at this 
year's Majalisa, the annual meeting of Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EYN-the 
Church of the Brethren in Nigeria). The AIDS Action Team is a new program of EYN, 
with help from Bob Krouse, the General Board's mission coordinator in Nigeria. 
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congregations and communities 
about AIDS. 

Our vision is to have an HIV/AIDS-
free generation built upon the foundation of solid, 

healthy families that will create a strong, secure society. We feel 
that our work with the EVN HIV/AIDS committee could be the 
most significant thing that we do during our sojourn in Nigeria. 

Bob Krouse is Church of the Brethren mission coordinator in Nigeria, working for the 
General Board's Global Mission Partnerships. Carol Krouse provides nursing care at a 
women's clinic, counsels women who have reproductive and other health issues, and is a 
speaker for HIV/AIDS awareness events. 

Recent grants from the General Board's 
Emergency Disaster Fund 
• $50,000 to aid Sudanese refugees returning home after years of 
displacement due to war, through Church World Service (CWS) 
and the ACT Alliance 
• $40,000 to help survivors of severe flooding in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, in support of a CWS appeal 
• $20,000 to West 1imor, Indonesia, following a severe drought, 
implemented through CWS 
• $15,000 for a CWS appeal in the wake of severe flooding in 
Gujarat and Madhay Pradesh States, India 
• $10,000 to Niger to assist Swiss lnterchurch Aid and Lutheran 
World Relief, working with critical malnutrition and starvation 
• $7,500 for a CWS appeal in the wake of two hurricanes in the 
southern US 
• $5,000 to a CWS appeal for severe flooding in southern China 

Recent grants from the General Board's 
Global Food Crisis Fund 
• $20,000 to aid Sudanese refugees returning home 
• $10,000 to West 1imor, Indonesia, following a severe drought 

WORLD MISSION OFFERING 
This year's Church of the Brethren General Board World Mission 
Offering is slated for observance on Oct. 9. The theme is "Alive 
to Mission," growing out of the April 2005 Mission Alive confer
ence held in Indiana. Gifts support a variety of General Board 
mission efforts and ministries. 

A sheet of interpretation and worship resources, a DVD, and 
samples of available inserts and offering envelopes were sent to 
congregations this summer. More information can be found at 
www.brethren.org/genbd/funding/opportun/WorldMission.htm. To 
order additional resources, call Brethren Press at 800-441-3712. 



Leaders announced for 
Together launch event 

Lisa M. Hess and Brian D. Maguire will lead the 
launch event of "Together: Conversations on 
Being the Church" in New Windsor, Md., Feb. 
24-26. An outgrowth of an ecclesiology conver
sation begun by the district executives, Together 
is extending the conversation to the whole 
church via a planning committee of denomina
tional agency and district staff. "This consulta
tion is a first step toward a new and common 
understanding within the church concerning 
who, whose, and what we are;' planners said. 

Hess teaches practical theology-ecclesiology, 
ministry formation, Christian education, and 
leadership development-at UnitedTheological 
Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. She is an ordained 
minister in the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
Maguire is pastor of Westminster Presbyterian 
Church in Xenia, Ohio. Prior to entering the 
ministry he worked as an attorney and human 
relations consultant helping Fortune 500 corpo
rations, nonprofit organizations, higher educa
tion institutions, and state and local govern
ments through periods of change. 

Maguire and Hess will facilitate a training 
process for district leaders at the launch event. 
Each district will select, elect, or discern a facil
itator and two representatives to send to the 
meeting. One Standing Committee member 
per district, the district executives, Annual 
Conference officers, and leaders of Conference 
agencies are invited as well. 

The launch is envisioned as "a dynamic 
encounter with people from across the denomi
nation, discussing 'What does it mean to be the 
church?'" planners said. The hope is to prepare 
district leaders to model and lead different styles 
of conversation on that question in their own 
areas. Participants will become familiar with a 
study guide for the Together conversations. 

Following the launch, the Together commit
tee will develop dates and places for area and 
district meetings with district executives, the 
Congregational Life Ministries staff of the 
General Board, and Ron and Harriet Finney, 
volunteer coordinators for the regional events. 

Plans for Annual Conference 2006 include a 
Together exhibit, a report to Conference, 
insight sessions, guest speakers, and experi
ences of the conversation process in small 
groups. Conversations also will take place at 
NationalYouth Conference and National Older 
Adult Conference in 2006. A culminating 
Together event is planned for Annual 
Conference 2007. 
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Chris Zepp 
Mountville, Pennsylvania 

Connections 
combines online, 

on-campus and off-site courses 
that can lead to a Master of Divinity 

degree, through part-time study with 
no long-term residency requirement. 

If you are ready to connect with 
Bethany from wherever you are, 

contact us. 

Bethany Connections stuctJent 

t 
Bethany Theological Seminary 
615 National Road West 
Richmond, Indiana 47374 
800-287-8822 
www.bethanyseminary.edu 
Enroll@bethanyseminary.edu 

Pray_ing I,. 
Praying with Our Feet 
Lisa D. Weaver 

urFeet 

die:: 

A group of friends get together to go on a 
special walk. They want to remind their 
neighbors that war doesn't bring peace in 
our world. They know that Jesus wants us 
to love everyone. Jesus even wants us to 
love our enemies, who are just like us in 
many ways! The walkers wear shoes of all 
sizes, colors, and shapes. They're praying 

with their feet, walking with the God of Peace. 

"My Mom and Dad. My aunt and my baby cousin. My minister. My 
150-year-old neighbor. And me. Walking for peace, wiggling our toes, 
standing in the light of God." 

-from Praying with Our Feet 

Includes a score of the song "Praying with Our Feet" 
by Lisa D. Weaver and an afterword for adults by Tonya 
Ramer Wenger. 

Paper, 40 pages, $12.99; in Canada $16.29 

1 800 245-7894 • www.heraldpress.com 

Herald 
Press 
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MEDIAREVIEW 

McLaren's I A Generous Orthodoxy' looks for connections 

~e title of this book seems to be an oxymoron. l ~Generous" means open and giving. Abundance 
and a certain lightness, even sweetness, are implied. 
"Orthodox" means serious and correct. A certain stern
ness, even hardness are suggested, along with a kind of 
parsimonious parsing of words and ideas. 

Brian McLaren's book is certainly 
generous. He finds something of 
value in almost every brand of 
Christianity. Hence his subtitle: "Why 
I am a missional, evangelical, 
post/protestant, liberal/conservative, 
mystical/poetic, biblical, 
charismatic/contemplative, funda
mentalist/calvinist, anabaptist/angli
can, methodist/catholic, green, incar
national, depressed-yet-hopeful, 
emergent unfinished Christian." 

He writes in his introduction, "The subtitle of this book 
creates a term so awkward and confusing that it's certain 
not to catch on. Which is a good thing, because what we 
need is not a new sectarian terminology or new jargon or 
a new elitist clique, but rather a humble rediscovery of the 
simple, mysterious way of Jesus that can be embraced 
across the whole Christian horizon (and beyond). What we 
need is something lived, not just talked or written about. 
The last thing we need is a new group of proud, super 
protestant, hyper puritan, ultra restorationist reformers 
who say, 'Only we've got it right!' " 

McLaren has the gift of being able to extract the rich 
nugget of faith and inspiration from every tradition. He 
assembles a picture of "orthodox" Christianity, not by pro
pounding propositions but by describing commonalities 

three essential "practices": dynamic tension (holding dif
ferences in counterbalance), compromise (keeping a high 
standard of unity and respect for brothers and sisters who 
disagree with you), and beauty (sharing the deep loveli
ness of liturgy as a way of holding together). 

There is little in this book of the argumentation we 
associate with orthodoxy-asserting that something is 
this and not that, identifying right and wrong. Instead of 
ruling things out, McLaren simply shows where each tra
dition goes too far, expressing compassion for the way 
difficult circumstances can push Christians to extremes. 

For instance, the cost for Anabaptists is that they have 
"tended to isolate from, rather than penetrate, culture." 
For Anglicans, pursuing a middle way, being a bridge, 
means they "get walked on from both ends." 

McLaren makes a similar analysis of each tradition in his 
subtitle: embracing its strengths and forgiving its weakness
es. This could create a bland Christian unity, but McLaren is 
looking not for unity but for healing. He writes: "My deepest 
passion isn't for church people: it has always been for those 
outside the church. I want to welcome them in, to help them 
become part of our life and mission. But often I feel like an 
ambulance driver bringing injured people to a hospital 
where there's an epidemic spreading among the patients 
and doctors and nurses .... What do you do? You try to 
help the hospital get the epidemic under control again, so 
they can get back to helping people heal." 

McLaren spoke at two insight sessions and the 
Congregational Life Ministries dinner at Annual 
Conference this year. People from across the spectrum in 
the Church of the Brethren attended. Like his sessions, this 
book has the potential to interest Brethren of every stripe. 

McLaren is a writer, not a theologian. His writing is 

11 [We need] a humble rediscovery of the simple, I 
mysterious way of Jesus that can be embraced 

across the whole Christian horizon (and beyond)." 

witty, direct, even flippant, but always read
able, often pithy. He writes that too many 
Christians worry about whether God will 
bless them when we really need to worry 
about how to be a blessing. 

and connections. He takes some of the fight out of compet
ing Christianities and invites readers to affiliate, not argue. 

Take for instance the chapter improbably titled: "Why I 
am an (Ana)baptist/Anglican." Who in either tradition 
would examine these together? But McLaren sees a con
nection because both focus on methods and practices. 

He pegs Anabaptists pretty well. He says they emphasize 
personal commitment, Christian faith as a way of life, and 
a radical posture in relation to modernity. They live and 
work on the margins, make Jesus Christ central, practice 
peace, and practice community in creation. He says the 
Anglicans (Episcopalians) pursue a middle way between 
Catholicism and Protestantism and thereby have learned 
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In the end McLaren's deepest interest is 
in Jesus. One of the best chapters is "The Seven Jesuses 
I Have Known." Christians, including himself, see Jesus 
through their own experience. His picture of Jesus 
changed every time he changed, but McLaren kept his 
old pictures so that his understanding deepened and 
broadened not into a theory or a Christology but into a 
love affair. How often do you find 
a writer who not only follows 
Jesus and praises him, but plain
ly and simply likes him? li! 
James H. Lehman is owner of Brotherstone 
Publishers, an author, and a member of Highland 
Avenue Church of the Brethren, Elgin, Ill. 
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ONCAMPUS 

Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.) 

All 410 incoming freshmen fanned out into 
the region on Aug. 29 to perform a day of 
service-learning at 22 public and charitable 
agencies. The Class of 2009 Day of Service, 
titled "Into the Streets," marks the first time 
Bridgewater has required all incoming 
freshmen to perform charitable service as 
part of the orientation process .... Mitchell L. 
Moore of Dayton, Va., was hired as associ
ate vice president for institutional advance
ment effective Sept. 6. 

Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.) 

The Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist 
Studies on Sept. 11 presented an evening 
honoring the publication of Dale W. Brown's 
Another Way of Believing: A Brethren 
Theology, the first major study of Brethren 
theology in 50 years (published by Brethren 
Press, 800-441-3712). 

Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.) 

Three May 2005 graduates were awarded 
Fulbright grants by the US State Department 
and the J. William Fulbright Foreign 
Scholarship Board in August. Todd Ellick of 
Altoona, Pa., will spend the next year teaching 
English as a Second Language to German 
high school students. Leslie Vogt of Venice, 
Fla., will go to the University of Augsburg in 
Germany to study air pollution. And Jeremy 
Weber, of Mohnton, Pa., will travel to Peru to 
conduct independent research on rice farm
ing and economic development. 

University of La Verne (La Verne, Calif.) 

Ongoing efforts to establish a Nuclear 
Magnetic Resonance (NMR) facility at La 
Verne received a major boost when the uni
versity's Natural Science Division was award
ed a $500,000 grant by the W.M. Keck 
Foundation this summer. The grant will sup
ply more than 60 percent of the estimated 
$811,000 needed for the project, including the 
purchase price of an NMR Spectrometer. 

Manchester College (North Manchester, Ind.) 

A new 21/,-story glass sculpture by artist 
Kenneth vonRoenn, titled "Energizing," 
was hung in the Physicians Atrium of 
Manchester's new $17 m illion Science 
Center in late August. The science center 
was dedicated on Sept. 16, following a 
day-long science symposium. 

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.) 

This year's annual homecoming festivities 
at McPherson during the second week of 
October will have events for the entire 
community, including a golf tournament , a 
5K walk/run event, an auto exhibit, and a 
fine art and craft fair. 

YOUTHLIFE 

The Youth Peace Travel Team followed a full itinerary this summer; stopping at camps in 
Florida, Jllinois, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, plus a week at Annual 

Conference in Peoria, JI/. The four young adults Jed a variety of activities on peace and jus
tice issues using drama, games, discussion groups, and other presentations. Members of 
the 2005 team were, from left, Ben Ritchey Martin, Nicole Fowler; Ben Bear; and Rachel 
McFadden. The Youth Peace Travel Team is sponsored annually by Outdoor Ministries 
Association, On Earth Peace, and three General Board offices: Brethren Volunteer Service, 

the Brethren Witness/Washington Office, and Youth/Young Adult Ministries. 

NYC plans start to take shape 

Plans for the 2006 National Youth Conference (NYC), to be held July 22-27 
at Colorado State University in Fort Collins, Colo., are well under way. A 
brochure has been produced, a www.nyc2006.org website is online, and 
speakers are being secured. Cindy Laprade, Beth Rhodes, and Emily Tyler 
are serving as NYC coordinators. 

The theme for the conference is "Come and See," based on John 1:35-
39. Youth who have completed ninth grade through one year of college as 
of next summer are eligible to attend. All youth must be accompanied by 
an adult advisor. 

NYC registrations will be accepted from Jan. 1 to April 3. Cost per youth 
is $400; a deposit of $200 must be paid when registering, with the balance 
due by April 3. Those registe ring before Feb. 15 will receive a free T-shirt. 

This fall, two NYC-related contests are being held: 
• For the speech contest, youth are invited to write a 550-700 word 

(about 10 minutes spoken) speech focusing on the NYC theme. Two top 
entrants will give their speeches during an NYC worship service. Entries 
should include both written and audio copies of the speech and should be 
sent to the NYC office, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120, by Jan. 1. 

• A theme song contest is open to anyone interested in writing music 
and lyrics. The song should be based on the NYC theme. One entry will be 
chosen as the NYC theme song. Submissions of songs are due to the NYC 
office (see address above) by Nov. 1; an audio recording and a printed 
copy of the words should be sent. 

Bits and pieces 
• The theme for this year's Junior High Sunday, set for Nov. 6, is 
" Provoking One Another to Love and Good Deeds," based on Hebrews 
10:24. The theme was also used for this year's Young Adult Conference. 
Junior High Sunday resources can be found at www.brethren.org, key
word "Youth/Young Adults." 
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LETTERS 

Universal restoration is secondary 

I chuckled a bit when I read "Brethren and 
universalism" by David B. Eller in the June 
issue of MESSENGER. I personally have 
experienced a variety of Brethren respons
es to the concept of universal restoration. 
For the past nine years I have performed 
first-person impersonations of Alexander 
Mack. Among my 90-plus appearances in 
seven states was a Georgia performance 
as the featured speaker in a national con
ference of Christian Universalists. 

My description of universal restoration 

i:,~( Pontius' Puddle 

is accurate, based on the responses I have 
gotten from current Brethren leaders from 
Bethany to Juniata. Carefully (and cau
tiously!) defining Mack's belief in it always 
reveals Brethren who don't even know 
what it is, let alone believe in it. 

Most people in my audiences recognize 
that I am merely reporting historical fact 
and let it go at that; they do not hold me 
personally accountable. However, a few 
modern Brethren have taken me to task 
because of Mack's belief, sometimes 
admonishing me to "fix history" by not 
mentioning it! One Sunday morning I was 

personally chastised from the pulpit by a 
Brethren pastor because of what I, Brother 
Mack, said about universal restoration dur
ing my performance the previous evening! 

Seriously though, if you choose not to 
believe in universal restoration, then 
don't. Many modern Brethren will agree 
with you. However, if that is your choice, 
be aware that your opposition includes 
some very well-respected Christians, 
some of whom are Brethren-not only of 
the past, but also of the present. There 
may very well be "a great cloud of wit
nesses" in that respect. 

HAVE YOO FOLLOWED 
MY P--DVICE TO ?LP--N 
YOUR C,\V\NC,.- !"\ORE 
PR.EC.IS.ELY~ 

NP--'w, TOO tJ\0C.~ 
WORK. I'LL J0~T 
Sil(K 'TO OS\N1; 
ROOND NOM'oERS. 

Alexander Mack did not dwell on the con
cept of universal restoration, and he likely 
never preached about it, for various rea
sons. One reason must have been quite 
simple: By leading the kind of life that 
Jesus calls us to lead, there will be no need 
for concern about the validity of universal 
restoration. Arguing whether or not death 
before salvation can eventually culminate 
with admission into heaven will be an argu
ment that simply won't need to happen. 
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Casey Drudge 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Embrace an "open Roof' Policy 
Disabilities Ministry of the Association of Brethren Caregivers is commit
ted to opening doors and building bridges in the Church of the Brethren 
and beyond, so that all may worship, serve, be served, learn and grow in 
the presence of God as a valued member of Christian community. Here 
are several ways your congregation can embrace an "Open Roof' policy. 

Disabilities Awareness Month 
Each October congregations are 
encouraged to celebrate Disabilities 
Awareness Month. Worship and other 
resources for this month are available 
at the ABC website. 

Open Roof Awards 
The Open Roof Award recognizes a 
congregation or district in the Church 
of the Brethren that has made great 
strides in becoming accessible to 
people with disabilities. In 2005, the 
Black Rock Church of the Brethren, 
Glenville, Pa., received the award. 
Nominations for congregations or 
districts for the 2006 award will be 
accepted until February 1. 

Disabilities List Serve 
Sign on to the Disabilities Ministries' 
electronic mail service and discuss 
common concerns, share resources 
and network with other Brethren. 

Messenger-On-Tape 
This subscription service offers an 
audio-taped reading of Messenger each 
month. Messenger-on-Tape helps those 
with vision impairment enjoy Messenger 

and offers others the opportunity to 
listen to the publication in the car. 
Consider making a gift subscription for 
older members or the church library. 

For information, visit ABC's website at 
www.brethren-caregivers.org and click 

on Disabilities Ministry. 



CLASSIFIEDADS 

Property & Casualty Insurance Marketing & Sales. 
Are you looking for a new career opportunity to utilize pro
fessional marketing skills within a Christian faith commu
nity? MAX (MutualAid exchange) is a faith-based organi
zation that provides property and casualty insurance prod
ucts (homeowner, farmowner, auto, church, and commer
cial policies) and mutual aid ministries programs to the 
Anabaptist community. 

We are seeking a Marketing and Sales Representative 
in central Pennsylvania to develop and grow MAX locally 
and throughout the state. Responsibilities are varied 
including: public relations; working with Church of the 
Brethren, Mennonite, Brethren in Christ, and other 
Anabaptist denomination pastors and congregations to 
present MAX; and providing insurance products to individ
uals and businesses. Competitive compensation and bene
fit package. Fax or e-mail resume to Sharon Wine at 877-
785-0085 or skwine@maxkc.com. To learn more about 
MAX, visit www.mutualaidexchange.com. 

Sugar Ridge Church of the Brethren in rural western 
Michigan is seeking a salaried pastor for a small congre
gation. Qualifications include a heart for the Lord, love for 
the flock, and a desire to teach the Word. Contact Mark 
Wahr@ 231 757 9328 or mlwahr@hotmail.com. 

Do you or your friends live in greater Cincinnati? 
You are invited to experience our vibrant, 10-year-old con
gregation. Our chairs (not pews) are filled with teachers, 
entrepreneurs, architects, psychologists, engineers, social 
workers, nurse practitioners, corporate executives, retirees, 
and lots of kids. We're young and young at heart, theo
logically diverse, and intellectually rigorous with an inter
national flair. We come from Brethren and non-Brethren 
backgrounds seeking to rekindle our spirituality and deep
en our faith. Come see why many of our most active peo
ple drive more than an hour to be a part of this dynamic, 
spirit-filled community. We meet at Brecon United 
Methodist Church, 7388 Kemper Road, Cincinnati, OH 
45249, just off 1-75, 1-71, and 1-275. Join us for worship 
Sunday at 11 or contact our pastoral team of Roger Cruser 
937-587-25977 /rcruser@peoplepc.com), Saundra Harley 
(513-732-0316/harleyassociates@fuse.net), or Ben 
Walters (513-257-2683/benjaminwalters@yahoo.com) for 
more information. 

The Manchester Church of the Brethren located in 
North Manchester, Ind., is seeking a half-time youth minis
ter to strengthen a congregationally based youth ministry. 
Applicants should be mature in faith, willing to nurture 
youth at varying points on their faith journeys, and have 
strong communication skills. Youth ministry experience 
and an understanding of Church of the Brethren values is 
preferred. Contact Debbie Chinworth, search committee 
chairperson, at chinworth@verizon.net or 260-982-4881. 

PERU, ECUADOR, GALAPAGOS ISLANDS Plan ahead 
for June 2006 tour to Machu Picchu, the fabled "lost city of 
the Incas," Lima, Quito, and the colorful Indian markets of 
equatorial South America. Cruise to the enchanted 
Galapagos Islands, including Darwin Bay, to view exotic 
birds and wildlife, including blue-footed boobies, waved 
albatross, sea lions, iguanas, sea turtles, and the magnifi
cent frigate bird. For information, please write to J. 
Kenneth Kreider, 1300 Sheaffer Road, Elizabethtown, PA 
17022 or kreiderk@etown.edu. 

LETTERS 

TRAVEL WITH TOURMAGINATION 
TO EXPLORE THE WORLD 

2006TOURS 
EXPERIENCING JAMAICA, its CULTURE and PEOPLE 

(January 14-21) 

AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND (February 3-23) 

VIETNAM (February 9-26) 

MEXICO (March l 0-18) 

PARAGUAY, BOLIVIA and PERU 
(March 21 - April 6) 

LUTHERAN HOLY LAND TOUR (April 19-29) 

MOSCOW, SIBERIA and ST. PETERSBURG 
(May 26 - June 9) 

ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 7-19) 

EXPERIENCING the BIBLE in ISRAEL (June 21 - July l) 

WEST PRUSSIAN MENNONITE HERITAGE 
(June 25 - July 5) 

ENGLAND and SCOTLAND (June 28 - July 10) 

EUROPEAN HERITAGE (July 5-20) 

CANADIAN MARITIME PROVINCES (August 5-14) 

SEVEN CHURCHES of REVELATION 
(September l 5-26) 

IRELAND (September 22 - October 3) 

fL 
Brethren Press 

145[ Dundee Avenue, Elgin, [L 60120-[694 

CHINA (October 9-2 5) 

INDONESIA and SINGAPORE (November 8-26) 

2007TOURS 
CHURCHES and SAFARIS in KENYA and TANZANIA 

(February 11-22) 

PARAGUAY SERVICE TOUR (March 22 - April 5) 

•Building bridges among Mennonites and other Christians 
around the world through custom-designed travel. " 

CALL 1-800-565-0451 
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR 

E-MAIL: oflice@tourmaginalion.com 
WEB: www.lourmagination.com 

9 Willow Street 1011 Cathill Raad 
Woterloo, ON N2J lV6 Canada Sellersville, PA 18960-1315 
Reg. #1567624 USA 

Dan Petry leads you 
through the Advent 
season with daily 
devotions that will 
help you experience 
Christ's continual 
coming into your 
life between this 
day and That Day. 
$2.00 

Orderyourcopytoday 
from Brethren Press 

800-441-3712 
phone 800-441-3712 fox 800-667-8 I 88 www.brcrhrrnprcss.com 

Messenger October 2005 



LETTERS 

Youth essays are refreshing 

The article "What I like most about the 
Church of the Brethren" [July/August 
2005] is very nice indeed. It's refreshing to 
hear the views of our younger members. 

Now what about similar essays on 
"How I would to see the Church of the 
Brethren improve!" 

No shame in discernment 

Ed Huber 
Ambler, Pa. 

Having been in a district (Illinois/Wisconsin) 
leadership position and a member of a 
team that studied a proposed query on 
homosexuality, I read with interest the let
ter "Issue has caused division" submitted 
by Gary L. Schultz [June 2005]. While I may 
find it difficult to argue some of the points 
Brother Shultz makes in his letter, I am able 
to add some perspective. 

Although district leaders hold various 
views on the issue of homosexuality, the 
emphasis by district leadership has 

been, and continues to be, to uphold 
Annual Conference directives. Since 
those directives state that homosexual 
persons cannot be licensed or ordained, 
the district abides by this position in lieu 
of personal views. 

The district continues to discern what to 
do when congregations openly disagree 
with Annual Conference statements. 
Annual Conference directives as outlined in 
the 2004 "Congregational Disagreement 
with Annual Conference Decisions" paper 
are providing guidelines for the district's 
discernment process. The 2004 paper, 
rather than calling for discipline, calls for 
continued dialogue in understanding 
denominational positions. 

I have no reservations about being a 
member of the Church of the Brethren. I 
am glad to be part of a denomination that 
continues to discern the mind of Christ 
through Bible study, prayer, and intense 
dialogue in the midst of highly emotional 
and controversial issues. 

Kevin Kessler 
Canton, Il l. 

lll9'.!l'.1Wt"' ~ 

Celebrating 120 Years 
of Quality Property Insurance 

for Members of the 
Church of the Brethren 

Insurance you can count 
on by people you trust 

HOMEOWNERS• RENTERS 
FARM• BUSINESS• CHURCH 

Jl\ Mutual Aid Association 
FO R CHURCH OF THE BRETHRE 

3094 IBB0 Road• Allilene, Ks 61410 
1-800-255-1243 

email: maa@maa11re1hren.com 
www.maallrelhren.com 

Give Something Back to Your Congregation's 
Caregivers and Deacons - Subscribe to Caregiving 

Caregiving is a quarterly publication providing ideas and spiritual 
nurture to congregational caregivers in the Church of the Brethren. 
Each issue focuses on topics such as "Reclaiming the Role of 
Elderhood," "Making Gifts Meaningful" and "Hospitality and 
Caregiving." Department pages are dedicated to deacons, 
family life, wellness and older adults. Other regular sections include 
a meditation, book review, resource listing and caregiving news. 

Annual subscriptions are $12 for individuals and $6 for congregations 
- a special rate geared for deacon or congregational nurture 
groups. To subscribe call 
(800) 323-8039 or visit 
www.brethren-caregivers.org. 

Association of l Brethren Caregivers 
(800) 323-8039 
www.brethren-caregivers.org 
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Please send information to be includ
ed in Turning Points to Jean 
Clements, 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin, 
IL 60120; 800-323-8039 ext. 206; 
jclements___gb@brethren.org. Infor
mation must be complete in order to 
be published. Information older than 
one year cannot be published. 

New Members 
Arcadia, Ind .: Kate Rednour 
Beaver Creek, Hagerstown, Md.: 

Hannah Garling, Lauren 
Martin, Barbara Lewis, Keith 
Griffith, Sr. 

Bethany, Farmington, Del.: James 
King, Kristi King, Claire 
Redman 

Black Valley Federated, Everett, 
Pa.: Carol Sparks, Geoffrey 
Lingenfelter, Rochelle 
Lingenfelter, Kelsey 
Shoemaker, Ronald Ward, Alex 
Hockenberry, Erin Ward 

Bridgewater, Va.: Ron Cox, Vi 
Cox, Michael Mason, Jr. , John 
Leigh Miller, Edgar Simmons, 
Kathy Simmons, Ruth Grove, 
Alberta Powell, Olive Roop 

Champaign, Ill.: Gary Cain 
Columbia City, Ind.: Alaina 

Beckner, Ruth Ann Chirington, 
Jeanette Hearld, Cara Hoppe 

Defiance, Ohio: John Lipp, Betty 
Lou Lipp 

Eel River Community, Silver 
Lake, Ind.: Beth Walther, 
Dennis Walther, Steve Metzger, 
Carrie Sautter, Corey Leasure 

Ephrata, Pa.: Matt Bartow, Corey 
Eshelman, Zachary Gosling, 
Tyler Graham, Amy Shaver 

Free Spring, Mifflintown, Pa.: 
Brandy Bardell, Kristen Lauver, 
Joshua Lucas 

Fruitland, Idaho: Kevin Rhodes 
Hagerstown, Md.: Zelena Craig 

Martin, Elizabeth Roane 
Henry Fork, Rocky Mount, Va.: 

Stephanie Hudson, Ricky 
Dudley, Manley Johnson, Travis 
Pendleton, Debbie Brown, 
Debbie Wyatt 

Hopewell, Va.: Earl Stovall, Linda 
Stovall, Margaret Stovall 

Locust Grove, Mount Airy, Md.: 
Kenneth Barton 

Lorida, Fla.: Karen Barrett 
New Covenant, Gotha, Fla.: Ingrid 

Colon de Ramirez, Tomas 
Ramirez, David Kueker, Tara 
Kueker 

New Paris, Ind.: Bob Bollinger, 
Joe Correll, Alaister Mcfarren, 
Samantha Whitehead, Curtis 
Drake, Becky Drake 

Peru, Ind .: Roger Orpurt 
Roaring Spring, First, Roaring 

Spring, Pa.: Sherwood 
Bumbarger, Barry Hoffman, 
Gary Speck, Amy Acker 

Smith River, Stuart, Va.: Brittany 
Nicole Rakes, Kendra Ray Hall, 
Tony Hall, Melba Hall 

Spring Branch, Wheatland, Mo.: 
Jack Stull, Shirley Stull, Cissy 
Albright, Steve Courtney, Jesse 
Albright, Chyenne Courtney 

Stevens Hill Community, 
Elizabethtown, Pa.: Sandy 

Davis, Lila Ressler 
Waynesboro, Pa.: Brett 

Strausbaugh, Allison Lucabaugh 
Strausbaugh, Michael Renfrow 

West Charleston, Tipp City, Ohio: 
George Workman, Charles 
Workman 

Wilmington, Del.: Meredith Segal 
York Center, Lombard, Ill.: Lidia 

Yaussy Albright, Agata Zalewski 

Anniversaries 
Adams, Walter and Leora, 

Hammond, Ill., 60 
Archer, Roy and Bonnie, Sebring, 

Fla., 55 
Auwarter, Rodney and Janice, 

Grottoes, Va., 50 
Bantz, Floyd and Alta, Lancaster, 

Pa. , 60 
Bassett, Clarence and Ethel, 

Sebring, Fla ., 50 
Bell, Robert and Lois, Sebring, 

Fla ., 55 
Conner, Jim and Joyce, Kettering, 

Ohio, 50 
Davis, Paul and Eva, La Verne, 

Calif., 65 
Dubree, Marchall and Jane, 

Sebring, Fla., 50 
Ebey, Robert and Ruth, North 

Manchester, Ind. , 65 
Eller, Vernard and Phyllis, La 

Verne, Calif. , 50 
Elliot, Charles and Helen, New 

Paris, Ind., 50 
Finkbiner, Ray and Mary, 

Columbia, Pa., 50 
Fishel, Charles and Hazel, 

Winston-Salem, N.C., 50 
Good, John and Hazel, Grottoes, 

Va., SO 
Hetrick, Ken and Margie, Mount 

Airy, Md., 65 
Kreider, J. Russel and Mary, 

Lancaster, Pa., 55 
Martin, Alvin and Dottie, 

Harrisonburg, Va ., 60 
McKinstry, Frank and Mabel, 

Sebring, Fla. , 60 
Messick, Edgar and Betty, 

Midland, Va., 55 
Nave, Jim and Anna, Boonsboro, 

Md., 55 
Plank, J. Donald and Edna, 

Cocoa, Fla. , 65 
Reasy, Joe and Janet, 

Hollidaysburg, Pa., 60 
Rose, Ray and Shirley, Bellbrook, 

Ohio, 55 
Smith, Arthur and Katherine, 

Ashland, Ohio, 65 
Yoder, Elmer and Fern, Wakarusa, 

Ind., 65 

Deaths 
Aldridge, Carol, 58, Chicago, Ill. , 

June 19 
Altland, Sally, 63, Middletown, 

Pa ., July 18 
Andes, Donald Reid, 58, Verona, 

Va., May 30 
Bachtell, Violet Maye, 1 0 I, 

Hagerstown, Md., July 21 
Bailey, Shirley M., 69, Somerset, 

Pa ., May 13 
Bashor, Max L., 74, Modesto, 

Calif., July 28 
Bergdoll, Claud Anderson, 86, 

Arthur, WVa., July 11 
Brewer, Jean, 69, Sebring, Fla., 

July 10 
Brotherton, Fed Leon, 68, Peace 

Valley, Mo., July 6 
Burgess, Viola Virginia, 85, 

Arthur, WVa., June 30 
Bussey, Dorothy, 88, Roanoke, 

Va., Aug. 2 
Butler, Wanda L., 82, Modesto, 

Calif., July I I 
Cain, Michael T., 31 , Urbana, Ill., 

Aug. 5 
Calhoun, Robert Lee, Jr., 59, 

Grottoes, Va., June 25 
Callaham, Audrey, 73 , Tipp City, 

Ohio, June 24 
Carr, Charles Edgar, Jr., 83, 

Broadway, Va., July I 
Carrier, Lloyd Ray, Sr., 80, 

Harrisonburg, Va. , June 28 
Chase, Scot, 49, Elwood, Ind., 

Aug. I 
Cochran, Euna Virginia Davis, 91, 

Topeka, Kan., April 19 
Dail, Pearl F. Baker, 81, 

Waynesboro, Pa., July 9 
Dare, Laurence, 87, Canton, Ill., 

April 22 
Dinsmore, John A., 71 , Tipp City, 

Ohio, Aug. 7 
Dolph, Edward, 84, Plymouth, 

Ind ., June 20 
Dove, Elmer Herbert, Jr. , 73, 

Mathias, WVa., June 5 
Duling, Galen Franklin, 90, 

Scherr, WVa., June 18 
Dunlap, Dorothy, 88, Lebanon, 

Pa. , July 13 
Earhart, J. Stanley, 84, Lancaster, 

Pa., Aug. 1 
Eikenberry, Lorre[ S., 89, Sun 

City, Ariz ., Jan. 31 
Ferguson, Grace, 8 7, Kettering, 

Ohio, July 26 
Fessler, Shirley, 69, Laura, Ohio, 

June 11 
Fitz, Wayne L., 72, York, Pa., July 

12 
Flory, Bessie Diehl, 97, Grottoes, 

Va., June 27 
Frey, Joyce Welborn, 80, Moreno 

Valley, Calif., June 2 
Funderburg, Thelma Pyle, 99, 

Sabetha, Kan., July 4 
Gall, Thelma, 93, Glenford, Ohio, 

July 12 
Garletts, Rosella Frances Dean, 

70, Harrisonburg, Va. , May 30 
Geib, Roland, 87, Ephrata, Pa., 

June 25 
Gray, Albert L., Jr., 87, Berea, 

Ohio, Aug. 5 
Grimes, Ronald, 61, Waynesboro, 

Pa., May 4 
Grote, Roger, 52, Sabetha, Kan., 

June 10 
Hafer, Raymond L., 88, Lebanon, 

Pa. , July 11 
Harlacker, Lois M., 89, New 

Oxford, Pa., July 7 
Helser, Edwin, 93, Columbus, 

Ohio, June l 7 
Henderson, Lois E., 87, 

Greenville, Ohio, April 4 
Hensley, Glenn Douglas, 74, 

Harrisonburg, Va., May 31 
Hiser, Eleanor, 81, La Place, Ill., 

June 22 
Hollinger, Neva, 88, Greenville, 

Ohio, April I 0 
Holsinger, Adrian Cletus, 82, 

TURNING POINTS -
Waynesboro, Va., June 11 

Holsinger, Mary Elizabeth, 91 , 
Goods Mill, Va., June 22 

Hoover, Barbara, 61, 
Elizabethtown, Pa., July l 

Hoover, Pansy Virginia, 81, 
Dayton, Va., June 19 

Horetsky, Danielle, 14, 
Bainbridge, Pa., May 13 

Hovis, Jere W , 64, Waynesboro, 
Pa., June 11 

Jefferis, Glenna, 87, Greenville, 
Ohio, April 2 

Kaylor, June Evelyn Miller, 83, 
Grottoes, Va. , May 20 

Kindy, Merna Joann Hoylman, 62, 
Winston-Salem, N .C., Feb. 12 

Krull , David G., 93, Goshen, Ind., 
July 19 

Lantz, Dolan Ralph, 77, Penn 
Laird, Va., July 9 

Laudermilch, Ammon E. , 83, 
Palmyra, Pa., July 9 

Leckrone, Samuel, 93, Copemish, 
Mich., May 21 

Lewallen, John Wilburn, 86, 
North Manchester, Ind., Aug. 8 

Lewis, Mildred Patrice Iman, 94, 
Petersburg, W.Va., June 19 

Livingston, Walter, 96 , Johnstown, 
Pa., July 7 

Loucks, Marilyn N., 69, New 
Paris, Ind., May 27 

Ludwick, Margie Judy Cook, 83, 
Petersburg, W.Va., July 4 

Ludwick, Roy E., 84, Burlington, 
WVa., June 21 

McAdoo, Mary, 98, La Verne, 
Calif., April 28 

McCary, Isaac Donald, 75, 
Harrisonburg, Va ., May 31 

Meyers, Pauline L. Stouffer, 89, 
Waynesboro, Pa., July 12 

Miller, David A., 18, East Berlin, 
Pa., July 18 

Miller, Justin A., 20, East Berlin, 
Pa., July 18 

Moneyheffer, Grace L., 88, 
Goshen, Ind., April 1 7 

Moore, Rommie F. , 75, Ritman, 
Ohio, July 5 

Morris, Catherine Annetta Rankin, 
91 , Churchville, Va ., July 7 

Musser, Dorothy, 82, Lancaster, 
Pa., Aug. I 

Norwood, Pauline, 88, Frederick, 
Md., April 15 

Petracek, Roberta, 80, Berwyn, 
Ill ., May 29 

Polk, Courtland Lee, Jr. , SO, 
Midland, Va., June 25 

Raynes, John William, Sr. , 85, 
Port Republic, Va., June 16 

Ruddle, Joyce Vivian, 72, Fort 
Seybert, WVa., July 11 

See, Grace Viola, 83, Mathias, 
WVa., July 6 

Shaffer, Esther E. , 84, Silver Lake, 
Ind ., July 6 

Shirk, Charles R., 98, 
Martinsburg, Pa. , July I 0 

Simmons, Margie Pauline, 85, 
Burlington, W.Va., May 23 

Simpson, Tiney M., 79, Franklin, 
WVa., June 6 

Sites, Virgie Mae Bergdoll, 88, 
Maysville, W.Va., June 13 

Slagle, Mary Lou, 75, Tipp City, 
Ohio, June 23 

Southerly, Elizabeth Ann, 69, 
Moorefield, WVa., June 30 

Steele, Fred S., 73, New 

Enterprise, Pa., July 25 
Stokes, Frances, 90, New Castle, 

Del., July 26 
Stouder, Ruth V , 96, Goshen, 

Ind., March 22 
Thoreen, Randall, 43, Pleasant 

Hill, Ohio, June 15 
Traux, Robert, 84, Walkerton, 

Ind., July 19 
Turner, Audrey Virginia Wilfong, 

71 , Bridgewater, Va., May 21 
Vanbaalen, William, 93, Sebring, 

Fla., May 16 
Wampler, Mary Virginia Miller, 

84, Bridgewater, Va., June 18 
Waybright, Wilma E., 93 , Aurora, 

W.Va., June 18 
Webrer, Elizabeth, 87 , Pittsburgh, 

Pa. , June 30 
Wentzel, Betty, 84, Sebring, Fla. , 

July 2 
Whetstone, Jane, 83, Woodbury, 

Pa. , July 23 
Whipple, Dana Geneva, 89, 

Colfax, Calif., June 2 
Willard, Jasper, 72, Kaleva, Mich., 

Aug. l 
Williar, Irene, 90, Union Bridge, 

Md. , July 3 
Wratchford, Ervin Jeremiah, l 02, 

Moorefield, WVa., May 21 
Zimmerman, Charles J. , 82, 

Sebring, Fla., June 26 

Licensings 

Davis, Geoffrey, At!. N .E. Dist. 
(Hempfield , East Petersburg, 
Pa.) , June 19 

Erbaugh, Nan, S. Ohio Dist. 
(Lower Miami, Dayton, Ohio) , 
June 12 

Lahman, Aaron R., Pac. S .W. Dist. 
(Circle of Peace, Peoria, Ariz .), 
Aug. 7 

Myers, Brett A. , S. Pa. Dist. 
(Chambersburg, Pa.) , July 10 

Ott, Julie Ann, Mid. Pa. Dist. 
(Woodbury, Pa.), July 24 

Quintanilla, Rene, Pac. S.W Dist. 
(Community, Fresno, Calif.) , 
July 24 

Tanner, Timothy, At!. N.E . Dist. 
(Lancaster, Pa.), July 10 

Wise, Michael, At!. N.E. Dist. 
(New Beginnings Christian 
Fellowship, Lititz, Pa.) , May 15 

Yoder, Angela Lahman, Pac. S.W. 
Dist. (Circle of Peace, Peoria, 
Ariz.) , Aug. 7 

Placements 
Cox, Karen A., pastor, Boulder 

Fellowship, Boulder, Colo., 
Aug. I 

Fisher, Chester L., pastor, Living 
Stone, Cumberland, Md., Aug. 7 

Fleming, Mary, pastor, Prince of 
Peace, Sacramento, Calif., 
May 23 

Hisey Pierson, Anna Lee, chap
lain, Advocate Good Samaritan 
Hospital, Downers Grove, Ill., 
May 16 

Johnston, David, pastor, Allison 
Prairie, Lawrenceville, Ill., Feb. I 
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EDITORIAL 

It's the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brethren! 

For me, late October isn't quite complete 
unless I've seen Charles Schulz's cartoon clas

sic, "It's the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown!" 
It's well known that Schulz was a devout Christian, 

and bits of his theology and scriptural insights periodi
cally found their way into his Peanuts comic strips and 
television specials. A whole book looking at his work, 
in fact, is titled The Gospel According to Peanuts. 

The Halloween special doesn't present the gospel in 
overt ways, but I find in it some 
themes central to Christianity and 
the church today: sincerity, faith, 
and hope. 

At the heart of the tale is Linus, 
the blanket-toting character who 
often delivers the deep thoughts 
and profound insights. He is deter
mined to sit in a pumpkin patch 
on Halloween night to watch for 
the arrival of the Great Pumpkin, 
who brings toys to good boys and 
girls all over the world. Santa 

Claus is better known, Linus says, because he has 
"more publicity." 

be out there. How many people are searching for 
something beyond themselves, hoping for something 
real amid an uncertain world? When they come to our 
"pumpkin patches," do they see sincerity or signs of 
hypocrisy? 

For most people, and for younger generations in 
particular, researchers say that authenticity and sin
cerity are key values in their quest for spirituality. 
They want a faith where the actions and lifestyles 
match up with the message. They want to believe in 
something, but that "something" has to be genuine 
and have depth. They don't want to be fooled. None 
of us do. 

Even those of us who have been in the church for 
years must constantly refresh our faith in God. In a 
time of devastating hurricanes, wars, murders, fires, 
fuel shortages, financial strains, feuding factions, and 
other stresses, it can be difficult to stay the course. We 
can turn on each other. We can find ourselves ques
tioning the sincerity of God's promises. 

Some words of encouragement come from Brother 
Roger, the founder of the Taize community in France 
who in August was killed during evening prayers by a 

Linus decides where to sit 
because the Great Pumpkin 
always rises out of the pump
kin patch deemed the "most 
sincere." "He's got to come to 
this one, he's got to," Linus 

How many people are searching for something beyond 
themselves, hoping for something real amid an 
uncertain world? When they come to our ''pumpkin 
patches," do they see sincerity or signs of hypocrisy? 

tells his friend Sally, who comes to wait with him. "I 
don't see how a pumpkin patch could be more sincere 
than this one. You can look around and there's not a 
sign of hypocrisy-nothing but sincerity as far as the 
eye can see." 

Finally, Linus thinks he sees the Great Pumpkin rising 
up and faints, but Sally stays alert and sees that it's just 
Snoopy. "I waited for the Great Pumpkin and all that 
came was a beagle!" she yells. "What a fool I was!" 

Sally stalks off angry. The other members of the 
Peanuts gang never believed Linus in the first place. 
But Linus, even in his despair, retains his faith. "Just 
wait till next year, Charlie Brown," Linus says at the 
end. "Next year this time I'll find a pumpkin patch that 
is real sincere. Just wait and see." 

One wonders how many Sallys and Linuses might 

mentally disturbed person. In his annual letter this 
year, Brother Roger wrote: 

"We live at a time when many people are asking: 
What is faith? Faith is a simple trust in God, an indis
pensable surge of trusting undertaken countless times 
over in the course of our life. 

"All of us can have doubts. They are nothing to 
worry about. Our deepest desire is to listen to Christ 
who whispers in our hearts, 'Do you have hesita~ions? 
Don't worry; the Holy Spirit remains with you always.' 
Some, to their surprise, have made this discovery: 
God's love can come to fulfillment even in a heart 
touched by doubts." 

Genuine faith springs from the One who is risen. 
Sitting in the pumpkin patch or the pew, our hopes 
need not be squashed. Just wait and see.-Ed. li! 

COMING NEXT MONTH: A feature package on disabilities ministry, dropping in on Tom -"i! 
Benevento, looking at 2 Samuel, music review, junior high conference, and more. :•i 
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Take These Worthy Causes 
to Church on Sunday 

Covet Kiqs 
& Families 

Today 

.. '2'~vering k ids· 
&.families 
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Parents work 

hard to care for 

thctrfumilics. 

Covering Kids & fomilies 

helps families get ti~ 

health ro.'O'agc tl'K.')' need 

and deser\'e. 
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Working families are eligible 

for low-cost or free health 

insurance through state and 

federal programs. Help the 

8.5 million uninsured kids in 

the United States obtain health 

care by talking in your church 

about "Covering Kids & Families," 

a nonprofit program funded by 

the Robert Woods Johnson 

Foundation. To find out how you 

can help, call (202) 338-7227. 

Link to Covering Kids & Families 

online through ABC. 

Association of 
Brethren Caregivers 
1451 Dundee Ave. , Elgin, Ill 60120 
(800) 323-8039 

National 
Donor Sabbath 

November 14 

As of October 2004, more 

than 87,000 men, women and 

children nationwide were 

waiting for organ transplants, 

according to the U.S. Depart

ment of Health and Human 

Services. Some 17 patients 

die each day while waiting. 

Support organ and tissue 

donation by wearing donor pins 

and talking about National 

Donor Sabbath during worship 

this November 14. Donor pins 

and study /worship resQurces 

are available from ABC. 

The Association of Brethren Caregivers encourages 
congregations to honor these special emphases. 

Resources are available at www.brethren-caregivers.org. 






