"He was the meanest
man in Patrick County,
and then he ••• "

"I thought of her as just
my momma, but when she.••• "

"He seemed just like
everybody else, until •.• "

Who are these people?
Why are they heroes?
What is their story?

You might not have heard of the
folks in this book before, but
these Brethren are all unlikely
heroes. Ordinary people doing
what they feel called by God to
do. Through these stories you
can be there as these Brethren
heroes participate in the first
Brethren baptism and love feast,
stand up for their convictions
during war, disobey the law by
reaching out to the others. These
are only a few examples of what
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the Brethren have done because
of their convictions.
Frank Ramirez, pastor, auth01: storyteller, has enhanced
historical accounts of Brethren in the world, making the
stories come to life for young and old alike.

They didn't think of themselves as heroes.
They just answered God's call.

Is it your time to be
an unlikely hero?
item #8593, $10.95
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ONTHECOVER
Among the highlights of this year's Annual Conference were
the rich, heartfelt solos by Larry Brumfield of Westminster,
Md. One of Brumfield's songs, "I Need You to Survive,"
especially seemed to capture the essence of the 2004
Conference: one in which a focus was put on relationships,
and on acknowledging that differing views within the church
can be healthy. Some Brethren joined hands and held them
high during the song, a symbol of unity.

8

Annual Conference 2004 in review
A series of articles looks at the 2004 Church of the
Brethren Annual Conference in Charleston, W.Va. Reports
include an overview of business (p. 8), including elections
and appointments made at Conference (p . 11 ); a look at
how worship and other elements tied into the theme
"Loving God and neighbor" (p . 12); reflections on
Conference as a place of belonging for young adu lts (p.
14); and reactions from some West Virginians celebrating
the Big Meeting's first visit to their state (p . 16).

17

Happy birthday, New Windsor
The Brethren Service Center in New Windsor, Md., marks 60 years of service
this year. Its ministries have made an impact around the world time and time
again. Kathleen Campanella provides a brief overview of its history, including
a look at M.R. Zigler, whose vision enabled the center to become reality.

18

A matter of conscience, a conviction of faith
The war in Iraq and other developments around the globe have stretched
American forces thin, and whispers of a draft have been buzzing on
Capitol Hill. Phil Jones examines the Brethren position on conscientious
objection over the years and also details current legislation and activity.
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years fashion magazines have carried makeovers, those features
here a forlorn-looking woman first is photographed under fluorescent
lights and then becomes a swan with the help of makeup artists, hair stylists,
fashion consultants, and dramatic lighting. The magazine's ordinary readers can
live in the hope that, with enough money, effort, and sleight
of hand, they too can become new.
Nowadays the makeovers take place on television, and
they're not confined to cosmetics and hair. There's the
house makeover. And the extreme house makeover. There's
the car makeover. The clothing makeover. The whole-body
makeover-so complete that it involves plastic surgery.
Even those who shun the voyeurism of these television
shows can succumb to another version of makeovers by
doing what thousands of people do-buy books that promise to fix our relationships, make us smart, and organize
WENDY McFADDEN
Publisher
our cluttered lives. Many of us, it seems, long for a "clean
sweep."
Sometimes change is a good thing, but new clothes and a redo of the house
don't really mean much in the long run. After all, a makeover is a temporary
thing.
We talked seriously and passionately this summer about becoming a multi-cultural church. The earnest speeches at Annual Conference weren't about
whether, but about how.
While considerable effort was put into a suitable response to two queries on
the topic, it's doubtful anyone is under the illusion that any study committee can
magically remake the Church of the Brethren. In fact, the lengthy discussionsin Standing Committee and on the delegate floor-reflected our denominational
frustration with how to prescribe success. How do we move beyond good intentions? Can the study committee give us a blueprint?
Unlike Hollywood, the changes we say we want can't be done easily by a team
of experts while we go on vacation. The hard work will have to be done by each
one of us. We will have to recognize and reckon with the multiplicity of Brethren
cultures that are less visible than race. We will have to put up with being uncomfortable. We will have to accept changes that are different than the ones we
asked for. We will have to be patient-some with the slow pace of change, and
some with the too-fast pace of change. If we're serious, what we're talking
about is not just change, but transformation.
To paraphrase the apostle Paul, "Do not settle for a makeover, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds." That might not make for good television, but it would make for a good church.
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AROUND THE DENOMINATION
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Updates and highlights from the Church of the Brethren districts
Atlantic Northeast: The Lebanon Valley
Brethren Home, Palmyra, Pa., held its 27th
annual Chicken Barbecue and Auction July
24. It was preceded by a Hershey Symphony
Orchestra Summer Pops Concert.
Atlantic Southeast: District conference will
be Oct. 8-9 at Sebring (Fla.) Church of the
Brethren, in the central part of the state.
Idaho: The small district held its annual
camp experience, Camp Stover Days, July
11 -17 along the banks of Goose Creek.
Illinois/Wisconsin: A transition team continues to work at a new leadership team
structure and other structural changes for
the district, and will report at district conference in November.
Michigan: About 55 people braved a rainy
day to raise $1,700 for Camp Brethren
Heights at the annual Open House Day.
The event included lunch, a silent auction,
games, and a bake sale.
Mid-Atlantic: Proceeds from the sale of the
former district office property in Ellicott City,
Md., will send $254,000 to Shepherd's Spring
Outdoor Ministries Center; $100,000 to Camp
Mardela; $50,000 to district cash reserves;
and $1,000 for stewardship education.
Middle Pennsylvania: A picnic for all ministers in the district and their families was
held Aug. 28 at Camp Blue Diamond. The
ministers' support group organized the
event.

Oregon/Washington: The district held its
annual family camp in late July at Camp
Myrtlewood. The event followed district
conference, also held at the camp.

Southern Pennsylvania: The Brethren
Home Community, New Oxford, Pa., has
surpassed its $2.5 million goal in the
Campaign for Compassion.

Pacific Southwest: The district is working
on plans for a major urban mission conference for next spring, focusing on "Jesus in
the City."

Southern Plains: A recent report noted that
the Nocona (Texas) Church of the Brethren
is celebrating growth.

Shenandoah: Older adults will again pitch
in at Brethren Woods on Sept. 21-22, the
sixth year that older adults will participate
in work days at the camp.
South/Central Indiana: This year's district
conference will include a re-enactment of
the first Brethren baptism, part of a series
of historical-related events planned for the
district leading up to the denomination's
300th anniversary in 2008.

Virlina: Lighthouse Church of the Brethren
broke ground for its new site along US
Route 220 in southern Roanoke County,
Va., on July 18. Construction was to begin
soon after on a new, $300,000 facility.
West Marva: The district is placing a
renewed emphasis on stewardship, with
the commission on stewards offering to
help local church treasurers, boards, or
congregations with stewardship issues.

Southeastern: Junior high campers at Camp
Carmel made a quilt to be auctioned at
Southeastern District Conference. It was one
of about 10 quilts to be auctioned, with proceeds going toward disaster relief work.

Western Pennsylvania: The Pittsburgh (Pa.)
congregation is planning a first-ever block
party Oct. 26 to reach out to its urban
neighborhood. Bella Vista (Los Angeles)
pastor Gilbert Romero and his Bittersweet
Gospel Band will headline the event.

Southern Ohio: A bicycle touring event is
on tap for Oct. 16-17. A group plans to
depart from the Beavercreek Church of the
Brethren near Dayton and ride 30-plus
miles per day.

Western Plains: This year's district conference included a second annual "Playhouse
Build." Volunteers put together a large children's playhouse, to be auctioned off during the conference.

Missouri/Arkansas: Gail Erisman Valeta
will lead a professional growth event titled
"Never Waste a Good Conflict" for ministers and discipleship and reconciliation
committee members Oct. 22-23.
Northern Indiana: The district is planning an
"Early Brethren Footsteps" bus tour Sept. 27Oct. 2. Stops include the Brethren Heritage
Center in Ohio, the Antietam Battlefield in
Maryland, and the Ephrata Cloister and
Germantown sites in Pennsylvania.
Northern Ohio: This year's district conference included a silent auction of handcrafted items to benefit the Peace
Endowment Fund.
Northern Plains: The district's summer
newsletter carried the words, "Don made it
to Montana!" Don Vermilyea has been in
the district for several months on his "Walk
Across America."

"Enriching Worship Music" was the theme for a series of events held in various congregations in Shenandoah District this spring. Shawn Kirchner of La
Verne (Calif.) Church of the Brethren, shown working with Christy Cosner and
Greg Riddle at the Eastern Mennonite University piano lab, was the guest
leader. The event included sessions for pastors, church musicians, and others.
A total of 205 people from three districts participated in the weekend.
Messenger September 2004
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If only you could bottle
the essence of Brethren "

I-

"The water
speaks for itself.
It's very good
water."
-Guy Ball of Dixon (Ill.)
Church of the Brethren

"Our thoughts were, we need to
get out into the public and tell
people who we are," said Guy
Ball, one of the people behind a
project to use "Brethren water"
as a promotional tool for
Church of the Brethren congregations. The project was started
by the witness commission of
Dixon (Ill.) Church of the
Brethren, which invested seed
funds to produce bottled water
with a Brethren label.
The labels on the 16.9 fluidounce bottles that the Dixon
church ordered read, "Church of
the Brethren. Continuing the
work of Jesus, Peacefully,
Simply, Together," and feature
the denominational logo and the
scripture text from John 4:13-14.
Ball, a handyman and
Dixon's deacon chair and custodian, got the idea when he
saw bottled water with a lumber company's name on the
label. He found out his church
could have bottles produced
for 50 cents each from a supplier who would personalize
the label. It seemed to him to
be a wonderful fundraiser and
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plant and met with the quality
control staff. "The water
speaks for itself," he said of
the purified, deep-well water
that fills the Brethren bottles.
"It's very good water." -Cheryl
Brumbaugh-Cayford

Guy Ball of Dixon (Ill.) Church of the
Brethren came up with a creative
way to spread the word via water.

Skyridge constructs
31-f oot peace witne ss

a unique opportunity to promote the church, as well as
the denomination.
Since then, the Dixon congregation-which hosts Illinois/
Wisconsin District conference
this fall-has presented the idea
to the conference planning committee and has approached
other congregations that may
be interested in using the water
for their own fundraising and
promotional projects.
Ball also has thought of using
the water for disaster relief.
"Wouldn't it have been wonderful to have had cases to
give away following the tornadoes in Utica?" he commented,
referring to an Illinois town hit
by a tornado earlier this year.
To make sure the water
would be of good quality, Ball
personally visited the bottling

During Holy Week this year,
Skyridge Church of the
Brethren (Ka lamazoo, Mich.)
was asked by a local peace
group to post a large sign, 31
feet long and 15 feet tall, on
the church's front lawn along a
busy, four-lane road. Made out
of plywood, it read in huge letters, "IRAO-HOW MANY
DEATHS?" and was framed by
silhouettes of men, women,
and children, both military and
civilian, who have died.
Skyridge's Outreach
Committee co-chair lneke Way, a
member of the requesting group
(Kalamazoo Non-Violent
Opponents to War, KNOW) was
instrumental in bringing the sign
to the church. Pastor Debbie
Eisenbise led the congregation
and KNOW participants in
prayers, dedicating the sign after
Jim Brisky

Skyridge Church of the
Brethren in Michigan used its
yard to make a visible witness
related to the Iraq war.
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worship on Palm Sunday.
Many people stopped to see
the sign up close and to place
flowers in memory of those
who have died. Others wrote
letters and made phone calls
of appreciation, while some
made crank calls or requested
a discussion of the Brethren
peace position with the pastor.
One night, someone vandalized the sign by pulling off the
leg of a plywood figure.
Another evening, someone
managed to pull the whole
sign down by driving a truck
onto the lawn and using ropes .
One radio station had a twohour call-in program focusing
on, "What do you think of the
sign at Skyridge Church of the
Brethren?" Articles also
appeared in the Kalamazoo
Gazette.
The sign was taken down
before Easter sunrise. It was
later erected by KNOW and
Pax Christi for a two-week stay
at a local retreat center. The
organizers at Skyridge report
that, "The whole experience
... was a powerful reminder of
what it means to witness to
our faith, and how Jesus, the
Prince of Peace, brings
redemption and reconciliation
for all."

Discovering the goat
that keeps on giving
A few years ago, pastor Randy
Cosner of Briery Branch
Church of the Brethren decided
to donate a goat to the
Shenandoah District Disaster
Auction. With some help from
his congregation's members, a

goat was found.
At the 2003 auction, this goat
was bought and sold three

times, raising a total of $725.
The words "Sell it again" rang
across the auction floor in an
attitude of giving. In an added
twist, the final buyer was the
very man who gave the goat to
Cosner in the first place, and
the goat was given back to
Cosner yet again.
A year later, the goat was
back in a holding pen waiting
for the 2004 auction. This time,
the resilient goat was sold
three times for a total of $875.
That adds up to $1,650 of relief
to disaster survivors over two
years.-Roy Winter
Note: The Shenandoah auction is
one of four currently held in the
denomination each year. The
Atlantic Northeast/Southern
Pennsylvania auction takes place
Sept. 24-25 in Lebanon, Pa.

Even the deer want to
live at Good Shepherd
The Good Shepherd Home,
Fostoria, Ohio, went to
extremes to make the news in
May. The headline of the
Fostoria newspaper says it all:
"Stag wreaks havoc, injury at
Good Shepherd."
The accompanying story
described the incident. "Early
on May 20th, at about 3:30
a.m., the residents of Good
Shepherd awoke to an unexpected visitor. A deer jumped
through a closed conference
window, shattering glass and
creating a great deal of commotion throughout the halls of
the assisted-living facility.
"Two residents and three
staff were injured before the
Fostoria police and fire departments were able to capture the
animal." -Ralph McFadden

LANDMARKS & LAURELS
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• Lelia Fike Judy, last living child of Silas and Matilda Fike,
celebrated her 105th birthday on June 30. Born and raised
in Eglon, W.Va., she graduated from the Nurses Training
School of Philadelphia General Hospital in 1923. She married a childhood friend,
Roy Judy, in 1924 and
moved to a farm east of
Greenwood, Del., where
she still resides and is a
member of Bethany
Church of the Brethren.
Five generations of the
family celebrated her
milestone birthday this
summer at her home in
Greenwood.
• Tyler Benner, a
member of Chiques
Church of the Brethren
near Manheim, Pa.,
competed as a member
of the United States
World University
Archery Team in
Madrid, Spain, in July.
Benner earned a spot
on the team by finishing first in the
Collegiate National
Lelia Fike Judy celebrated 105
Championships in
years of life in June.
Virginia this spring.
• Joe Thomas, pastor
of Eagle Creek Church of the Brethren in Northern Ohio
District, was among recipients of a Sabbatical Grants for
Pastoral Leaders grant presented by The Louisville Institute
made for the 2003-2004 academic year. The grants are to
"provide pastors and other religious leaders with sustained
periods of time for reflective engagement with their life and
work and issues related to contemporary religious lea_dership." Details on the program are at www.louisville-institute.org.
• Sylvia Thomas Saunders of Mt. Morris (Ill.) Church of
the Brethren has begun her 56th year in church music programs. She began by playing piano accompaniment for
Sunday school in 1948 and has been the congregation's
main organist for the past 15 years.
• The Beaverton (Mich.) Church of the Brethren is celebrating its centennial Sept. 11-12 with an old-fashioned
baseball game, a light meal, an old-time council meeting,
ice cream, and Sunday worship.
I
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REFLECTIONS
W hat does the Lord require of you?

I

direction when we stop asking what the budget is and start
asking the key question: What does the Lord require of me?
We took action by studying long-term patterns. We
researched per-member giving over a 40-year period and
discovered there was a long-standing pattern of giving that
was less than other congregations in our district. We compared our giving history with other congregations of similar
worship attendance near us and communities similar to ours
in terms of size and economic character. We also studied giving patterns among age groups within the congregation.
This information was shared with the church board and the
congregation at a regular business meeting. We found that
sharing information was a key element in our plan.
Long-term and short-term goals were established. A significant short-term goal was to develop new income in a
fun, upbeat way. Keeping in mind the root meaning of steward, a "kiss-the-pig" contest energized the congregation and
convinced one new family to make this their church home.
Long-term plans included hosting an estate-planning seminar, led by a team from the General Board funding office.
We also sought to overcome an attitude of "deficit" thinking
by distributing a quarterly thank-you letter to all contributors noting the good news God was doing among us. We
preached and taught on Jesus' views on wealth and
finances. We desired to become a congregation that understood, "We reap what we sow."
We understood that changing giving patterns of a congregation will most likely come with new members. While we still
challenged current members to increase their commitments,
we knew that new people bring with them greater potential for
new patterns of giving.
We preached on tithing and shared our
Having lived through numerous church discussions
personal commitments. We shared our perstewardship, I'm well aware this is a messy process.
sonal struggles with tithing and how we
learned to make this a natural part of our
It is even messier if we desire t o change long
personal finances. We encouraged everyestablished patterns of giving in a congregation.
one to work toward this spiritual discipl ine.
When it came time to work on the 2004
to the church is a private matter with God. Others have mistakbudget, the church board was of two opinions. Some felt
enly equated spiritual blessing with material accumulation.
strongly we needed to cut expenses, while others wanted
Stepping into the middle of these issues and trying to teach
to seek an increase in pledges. Both strategies were adopta biblical perspective of money, possessions, and sacrificial
ed. We found ways to trim the budget and als9 emphasized
giving is a messy and tenuous business indeed. Patience and
the importance and need for financial pledges.
persistence are required. Prayer is absolutely necessary.
God did an amazing and mighty thing among us. Our
Our recent experience taught us much about prayerful
pledges grew substantially, a 75 percent increase from a year
patience and persistent teaching. We began by teaching
earlier. This growth was far beyond what any of us imagined
about the spiritual quality of money and our possessions.
was possible. And we believe this is only the beginning.
Jesus had much to say about this, most of which is hard
What made the difference? Preaching, prayer, challenges,
for us to understand. Two keys for our financial turnaround
and the Holy Spirit clearly at work among us. The key may
were to emphasize that what we were dealing with was not
be in shifting the conversation so the primary question
budgetary in nature but a spiritual issue. How we see and
becomes, "What does the Lord require of me?" Asking and
use our finances is always a spiritual matter.
responding to this question makes a world of difference. li!
We also shifted the conversation by encouraging conversaDuan e Grady is coordi nator of the Genera l Board 's Area 2 and 4 Con gregatio nal Life
tions beyond dollars and cents. We move in the biblical
Tea ms and is a team mi niste r at An derson (Ind.) Ch urch of the Brethren.

love to preach from the parables. In fact, I have modeled
my preaching style from them: simple illustrations, surprising aspects with profound meaning. Of course, not everyone
gets it, because, just as in Jesus' time, understanding God
requires more than knowledge. We cannot understand a parable if we only memorize the words.
Parables are designed to startle our
imagination. Understanding them
requires an "aha" moment, a time
when our eyes are opened and we
hear not the words but the spiritual
force within them.
Our church has recently seen a significant spiritual awakening made evident to us by our financial circumstances. I have often chuckled over
the fact that the root word of "steward," from which we derive "stewardship," means the keeping of pigs. Having lived through
numerous church discussions of stewardship, I'm well aware
this is a messy process. It is even messier if we desire to
change long established patterns of giving in a congregation.
Giving patterns, like nearly everything else about a congregation, are established over time and often reflect the
influence of persuasive individuals and a particular community's culture. These patterns do not shift easily or quickly.
There is much about the culture in which most of us live that
makes biblical stewardship difficult. Our culture emphasizes personal success and teaches that finances are a personal matter.
Many well-intended church leaders have taught that one's giving

of
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THE BUZZ
'

QUOTE NORTHY
''The prim.ary concern of
genuine believers should not he
to protect their possessions and
their rights-hut to protect their
relationship with the Lord and
their unity with fell ow believers."
-Harold S . Martin, writing in BRF Witness about the
call for Christians not to resort to lawsuits

"Where there is unity, there is growth."
-Amer ican Baptist Churches USA president Margaret ''Peggy" Johnson,
writing in a column in American Baptists In Mission

''We are making enemies faster than we can kill
them in this war. That is not tl1e way of Jesus."
-Donald Kraybill of Elizabethtown (Pa.) College,
speaking about Iraq at the Annual Conference MESSENGER dinner

"l'111 not at all convinced our current process
is helping us grow as the body of Christ."
-Cloverdale (Va.) pastor Mary Cline Detrick, speaking at Annual
Conference on the nDoing Church Business" query

''For smne reason, the 1nost vocal Christians
among us never mention the beatitudes. But,
often with tears in their eyes, they demand
that the Ten Commandments he posted in
public buildings. And of course that's Moses,
not Jesus. I haven't heard one of them
demand that the Sermon on the Mount, the
beatitudes, he posted anywhere."
-Kurt Vonnegut, quoted by Sojourners "SojoMail "

"Solutions will never he f omul in the
legislation; they 're fo1md in relationships."
-Annual Conference moderator Chris Bowman, in his
opening worship message at Annual Conference

CULTUREVIEW

-Bethany Church of the Brethren (Greenwood, Del.) member
Mike Felin, speaking to youth at Camp Mardela about the
significance of God's presence in outdoor ministry

STEWARDSHIP Find these 12 words associated with stewardship in
this month's MESSENGER puzzle. Answers can be horizontal,
vertical, diagonal, and backwards.
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"So why did Jesus wash the feet of his disciples?
Llke a teacher rmming out of time as tl1e school
year concludes, there's tune for only one great
lesson. For Jesus, tliat was to teach us how to
live by luunhly serving one another."

• A new poll says 11 million
people changed their religious
beliefs after seeing Mel Gibson's
The Passion of the Christ, but
only a tiny fraction of moviegoers became Christians after seeing the film.
The survey, by the Barna Group,
said the film about the death of
Jesus was remarkably effective at
drawing attention to the Christian
savior, even if it persuaded few to
make a profession of faith. Barna's
survey of 1,618 adults found that
13 million adults (18 percent of
those who saw it) altered their religious behavior, and 11 million (16
percent) changed their religious
beliefs, after seeing the movie. But
less than one-tenth of 1 percent of
moviegoers (about 67,000) became
Christians after seeing the film,
and less than one-half of 1
percent (335,000) were
motivated to share their
Christian faith,
according
to Barna's
research. (RNS)

JUST FOR FUN: WORD SEARCH

gift

'"This cmnp is tl1e potter's house, where
God is working with you and shaping you."

----•======-~7

• The US will no longer be a
majority Protestant nation in
years to come, according to an
Associated Press report by
Rachel Zoll. A new survey by the
National Opinion Research
Center at the University of
Chicago has found that between
1993 and 2002, the share of
Americans who said they were
Protestant dropped from 63 percent to 52 percent, after years of
remaining generally stable. At
the same time, the number of
those who said they had no religion rose from 9 percent to
nearly 14 percent, and many are
former Protestants.
• The US Federal Reserve noted
a 10.4-percent increase in household debt among Americans in
2003, according to a report in
Ministry of Money newsletter.
• The National Center for Health
Statistics reports that the US teen
pregnancy rate for girls ages 15-19
dropped 25 percent from 1990 to
1999. The rate remains significantly higher for Hispanics and blacks
than for non-Hispanic whites,
according to the report.

finances
commitment

-religious educator Karen H. Dix of Illinois, writing in U.S. Catholic
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__.,_____A_nnu~C_~nference business: Forging forward_
Delegates show dedication, commitment to difficult issues
Annual Conference showed a commitment to deal with
difficult and divisive issues during its July 3-7 deliberations in Charleston. Through days of meetings, moderator Chris Bowman, pastor at Martinsburg (Pa.)
Memorial Church of the Brethren, guided an engaged
and lively delegate body through a maze of issues,
motions, and amendments with intelligence and clarity.
Extensive and
lengthy debate on
several business
items, as well as
some close votes,
revealed sharply
divided opinions
and gave a sense
that delegates also
were divided over
how open to diversity and differing
opinions the
church ought to be.
There were indications that
Conference leaderPatricia Meeks of Oakland Church of
ship may be movthe Brethren in Ohio speaks to the
ing to invite more
denominational name query.
open conversations, in meetings
of the Standing Committee district delegates and in an
open conversation with the Annual Conference Council.
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Congregational disagreements
The delegate body adopted a report from the study
committee on "Congregational Disagreements with
Annual Conference Decisions" despite an extremely
close vote on a substitute motion that revealed the
deep division in the delegate body over the report.
The substitute motion, which failed by five votes,
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was that "the paper be respectfully returned to the
committee in light of the concerns raised, and be
brought back in 2005."
The report was adopted with an amendment deleting the suggestion that district conferences not seat
congregational delegates in extreme cases of disagreement. The report suggested a process for congregations and districts to deal with disagreements,
and gave biblical insights, historical background, an
analysis of the situation that led to the query, and
observations of the committee.
Denominational name
A report from a committee studying the denominational name was accepted with applause for the committee's work. Some speakers expressed disappointment that the report did not answer the concerns of
the original queries.
The report gave biblical and historical background
for the discussion of the name, findings from a
denomination-wide study and dialogue process, and
a conclusion that "overall, the study committee found
an overwhelming affirmation for the name 'Church of
the Brethren."' The committee's recommendations
were to update a 1988 Conference statement on dealing with controversial issues as a tool for the future
when the church is faced with difficult issues.
Multi-ethnic church, cross-cultural ministries
A study committee was elected to answer the queries
on "Becoming a Multi-Ethnic Church" and "The Need
for Cross-Cultural Ministries," which had been joined
together as one business item by Standing Committee.
Ruben Dario DeOleo, of Maranatha Fellowship,
Lancaster, Pa., speaking in Spanish with translation
by Gilbert Romero of Bella Vista Church of the
Brethren, Los Angeles, made the motion that was
combined with some recommendations of Standing

Nancy Swartz of
Bridgewater, Va., was
among a crew of tellers
kept busy with numerous
votes and other details.

From left, Conference
secretary Fred Swartz,
moderator Chris Bowman,
and moderator-elect Jim
Hardenbrook enjoyed a
chance to join in song.

NUMBERS
AND NOTES

by Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford

Registration: 920
delegates and Standing
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Committee members;
4,038 total
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Committee to gain approval by the delegate body.
The motion came out of a meeting of some 30
Conferencegoers who were concerned about the
queries and wanted to bring a recommendation from
the Cross-Cultural Ministries Team that a study committee be elected, "because we feel that Standing
Committee's recommendation does not respond to
either one of our queries," DeOleo said. Standing
Committee's recommendation had directed implementation to the districts and identified Congregational Life
Team members to provide training.
The new motion set up a seven-member, ethnically
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diverse study committee, including an ex officio representative of American Baptist Churches USA, and
included Standing Committee recommendations that
cross-cultural ministries become an increased priority
and that a progress report be made each year for five
years with reassessment in 2010 by Annual Conference.
During discussion, comments were made about lack
of listening to those who brought the queries and lack
of attention to multi-ethnic and cross-cultural members of the church, including a Cross-Cultural
Ministries Team already at work in
the denomination. Speakers
lamented racism in the church
and asked for help to deal with it.
When, during the final business
session, it was announced that no
African-Americans had been
elected to the study committee,
delegates reopened the agenda
and passed a motion that the
study committee choose an
eighth member from the AfricanAmerican nominees on the ballot.
The elected study committee
members are Darla Kay Bowman
Deardorff, Ruben DeOleo, Nadine
L. Monn, Neemita Pandya, Gilbert
Romero, and Asha Solanky. The
other two members of the committee will be announced soon.

Blood drive: Brethren

donated 164 pints.
Kit collection: 2,248

Gift of the Heart health
and school kits and clinic
boxes were donated.
Quilt auction: The

Association for the Arts in
the Church of the Brethren
event ra ised $20,400 for
hunger relief projects.
Future sites: San Diego,

Calif., was announced
as the Conference site
for 2009.
Ecumenical citation: The

Committee on lnterchurch
Relations presented th e
award to Kira Marriner of
the Live Oak (Calif.) congregation.
"Open Roof" award:

The Association of
Brethren Caregivers presented the ina ugural
award to Lan sing (Mich.)
Church of the Brethren for
its proactive work w ith disabilities issues.

Ruben DeOleo, left, and Gilbert
Romero, present concerns related to
the multi-ethnic church query.
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Cara Atkins of Broadway,
Va., spoke during the
Association of Brethren
Caregivers report, following
a powerful video sharing her
story of slow recovery from
a near-fatal car accident.
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Doing church business
A five-member study committee was elected to answer
a query on "Doing Church Business," to report in 2005.
Committee members are Joe Detrick, Matt Guynn,
Verdena Lee, Dale Posthumus, and David Shetler.
The query asks for study of "how Annual
Conference can enhance and model doing church
business in the spirit of Christ as we discern the mind
of Christ in order to continue the work of Christ."
Resolution on Iraq
A resolution on Iraq was adopted as the result of a new
item of business added to the agenda from the floor, to
receive a report from the General Board on its resolution
on Iraq. At the time the new business item was added to
the Conference agenda, the resolution on Iraq had been
discussed by the board but had been sent back to
Brethren Witness/Washington Office director Phil Jones
and a small group of board members for revision.
After hearing of the Conference's desire to receive
the resolution, the board in a special meeting
approved the rewritten resolution and sent it on to
Conference to be adopted by the delegate body.
In the end, the resolution was adopted with little discussion by the delegate body. The resolution called on
church members and conc
gregations to be "a con- a:,~
stant witness to Christ as
a living peace church of
today against all war and
the violence of its nature."
The reso lution also called
on the US administration
and Congress to take
responsibility for their
involvement in the war.

Other Conference business
The "Mission and Ministry of the Church" presentation provided highlights of the work of the five
Annual Conference agencies. The Association of
Brethren Caregivers began the reporting with the
videotaped story of Cara Atkins, a 19-year-old member of Green mount Church of the Brethren,
Harrisonburg, Va., whose road to recovery following
a serious car accident began when her deacons held
a symbolic anointing service for her while she lay
unconscious. The delegates gave a standing ovation
when Atkins walked onto the stage in person, to
give a testimony to the healing power of anointing
and prayers.
The On Earth Peace report featured a reunion of
the original JOYA (Journey of Young Adults) team of
10 years ago, singing together again to celebrate On
Earth Peace's 30th anniversary. Bethany Theological
Seminary president Gene Roop outlined challenges
facing the seminary as it begins its 100th year. The
General Board's report began with a haunting a
capella rendition of the song "Can You Hear the
Voice of the Children," performed by "The Guys," a
high-school male quartet from Highland Avenue
Church of the Brethren in Elgin, Ill. The song accompanied slides and video clips of children ministered
to by the board's programs. Brethren Benefit Trust
lifted up principles of mutuality and financial stewardship that guide its ministries.
In other business, the Conference adopted a report
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Russ Matteson of
Modesto, Calif., shares
his viewpoints
during a forum on disagreement with Annual
Conference decisions.
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ELECTIONS AND
APPOINTMENTS

-r----

Ronald D. '!,_eachley

on "The Functions and Qualifications of the Local
Church Moderator," approved a 3.1-percent cash
salary increase for pastors, and welcomed Koinonia
Fellowship in Charlottesville, Va., and Sunrise Church
in Harrisonburg, Va.
Standing Committee
At its pre-Conference meetings, Standing Committee
heard reports from districts, shared counsel with the
moderator, received business items from Conference
officers, and made recommendations on new business. Two items were added to the committee's agenda from the floor: discussions of hurts in the denomination, and how to receive concerns that come in
ways other than through established channels.
After hearing an explanation of the rules that
Conference officers follow in accepting new business for Standing Committee to consider, the group
voted to "encourage its officers to relax their rigid
rules of not sharing anything they have received."
The action encouraged the use of meeting time to
share concerns heard by the officers and to allow
the committee to decide if there are items of business to consider.
A second action later in the Conference week created an Envisioning Committee to coordinate and plan
a time during Standing Committee business specifically for envisioning, in consultation with Conference
officers. The content of the envisioning time will be
gathered with input from Standing Committee members, who will be responsible to conduct a session at
their district conference or other venues to listen to
concerns, ideas, and dreams for the church . Elected
to the new committee were Kathryn Ludwick, Nathan
Polzin, David Rittenhouse, and David Wysong.
Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford is director of new s services for the Church of
the Bret hren General Boa rd. Members of t he Annual Confere nce news
team (see brea kout) contributed to this report.

Open conversation
Moderator-elect:
There was probably more confusion than clarity in
Rona ld D. Beachley
the Annual Conference Council's open conversation
Annual Conference Council:
about the "clarification of confusion" decision of a
Joan Lawrence Daggett
year ago. Nearly 200 Conferencegoers attended the
Program and Arrangements
conversation.
Committee:
Members of the council-Earl Ziegler, Harriet Finney,
Joanna Wave Willoughby
Sandy Bosserman, and Fred Swartz-engaged in liveCommittee on lnterchurch
ly listening with Brethren from a variety of theological
Relations:
perspectives. The dialogue was meant to center on
, James 0. Eikenberry
"the process and processes we use in receiving perPastoral Compensation and
sons in ministry and by whose authority such is
Benefits Advisory Committee:
done," according to Ziegler. It did not take long, howHerman Kauffman
ever, for the conversation to turn specifically to issues
Association of Brethren
of ordination and homosexuality.
Caregivers board:
Shawn Kirchner of La Verne, Calif., cited Sarah
Diane Harden (delegates
Righter Major as an example of how congregations
al so affirmed appointed
and d istricts might choose to call people unacceptmembers Eddie H.
able to others. Recalling that she preached only in
Edmonds, John
those 19th-century pulpits that welcomed her, he
, Katonah, and John
suggested the same situation might apply for "gay
W enger)
folks gifted for ministry by God. Who are we to stand
Bethany Theological
in their way?"
Seminary board:
Many had concerns about reporting or accountabilDavid B. Eller (de legates
ity. Dale Brown of Elizabethtown, Pa., wanted a comalso affirmed appointed
mittee to be chosen. He noted, "You cannot be
members Jerry A. Davis
helped theologically by limiting speeches to two
and John D. Miller Jr.,
minutes." James Myer gave a reminder that the purand Charles Boyer,
pose of the council was to insure that Conference
elected by the alumni)
decisions were not lost among the various boards,
Brethren Benefit Trust board:
but added, "The real issue is not confusion of strucJoh n A. Braun
ture. The real issue is that there is a difference of
General Board:
opinion about what the church should say about
at-large
member,
homosexuality."
Michael
Benner (del eAlthough one person walking into the July 4 meetgates
also
affirmed di sing was heard to say on his cell phone, "Well, I'm on
trict appointees Ken
my way to a fireworks show, too," the conversation
Wenger, Mid-Atlantic;
remained respectful, if impassioned.-Frank Ramirez
Dale Minnich, Western
Plains; and Susan Kinsel
Fitze, Southern Ohio)

FOR MORE INFORMATION
For more detailed information about Annual Conference 2004 in Charleston, W.Va ., see the Annual Conference pages at
www.brethren.org/AC2004/. Members of the 2004 Annual Conference news team, a ministry of the General Board, contributed to this reporting. They included Regina Bryan and Jesse Reid, photographers; Kathleen Campanella, Jill Kline,
Frank Ramirez, Frances Townsend, and Sarah Leatherman Young, writers; Amy Heckert and Becky Ullom, technical support; Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford, editor.

On Earth Peace board:

Robbie Mil ler (de legates
also affirmed appointed
m embers David
Jehnsen and Bev
Weave r)
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Thomas Dowdy, pastor of
Imperial Heights Church
of the Brethren near Los
Angeles, shared his saxophone skills in worship.

Living out the_loving

by Eric Mill er
1

Conference provides snapshots of what it means to /ove God and neighbor
The theme of t he 218th Church of the Brethren Annual
Conference, "Loving God and Neighbor: With All Our
Heart, Soul, M ind, Strength" was illustrated in many
ways throughout the event. At their best, Brethren
demonstrate their love of God and neigh bor not
through lip service, but through service for others.
The re are conflicts at Annual Conference, but there
are also many acts of kindness. A Brethren offered a
hearty welcome to a siste r from Sudan o n an elevator.
At an off-site gathering of Voices for an Open Spirit,
a speaker spoke warmly of a brother he enjoyed meeting face-to-face, t hough they have strongly opposed
viewpoints on many issues. In an insight session,
many people urged a young man to ask questions,

1

t hough he said he fe lt out of place.
Some acts of love were organized. Youth participated in random acts of kindness as part of their organized activities. A youth brought pizza to volunteers at
the blood drive. Another time, a young woman
brought a cup of water to a volunteer at the Brethren
Press bookstore, saying she offered "this cup of cold
water in the name of Jesus."
On Earth Peace, together with Christian Peacemaker
Teams, staged a series of simple dramas depicting
"individuals or groups who are currently in conflict in
our communities or in the world." One skit portrayed
an Iraqi and a US soldier washing one another's feet.
Other examples included Democrat and Republican, a
Muslim and a Jew, Jesus and anybody, and a gay person and a chu rch officia l. A flyer distributed to
passersby read, "When we look at disputes and conflicts, we are always drawn to one side or another. Yet
- when the disciples were arguing about who was the
greater, Jesus rebuked them and took the role of t he
servant." The intention of these dramas, according to
On Earth Peace staff member Matt Guynn, was to
"remind ourselves and others that service and reconciliation are the heart of the Christian gospel."
Still other acts of love for God and neighbor are a regular part of Conference every year, although they exemplified this year's theme. Conferencegoers brought 2,248
"Gift of the Heart" kits for use in Emergency Response.
They donated 164 pints of blood, stopping only when
the blood bank had run out of bags. The quilt auction
raised $20,400 for hunger relief and other projects.
Children collected 76,020 pull tabs and delivered them
to the Ronald McDonald House during Conference.
Worship, too, focused on the Conference theme.
Preachers at the daily worship services reminded the
Carol Smith, left, and Lois Clark, both from Indiana,
performed one of several Jove feast skits done during the
week. Each portrayed people normally on opposing sides
washing one another's feet. This one was done during a
protest, which several hundred Brethren joined, held during President Bush's appearance in Charleston.
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Scot Lynn of Westminster,
Md., played the drums to
back up a contemporary
music group that performed
throughout the week.

body that we are deceiving ourselves if we say we
love God, but we do not love our neighbor or if we
think we can contain, understand, or control God.
Monday night preacher James Washington asked if
someone asks us, "Do you love the Lord?" are we going
to say, "No, I don't"? If we want to know if we love God,
we need to ask ourselves how much we love our neighbor. "I love you because I love God, and I love God
because I love you," he said. "If you love God, you must
love your neighbor, and your neighbor is everyone."

Several Church of the Brethren groups joined others to
sponsor a dramatic display of boots, symbolizing soldiers
killed in the Iraq war.

In a time of testimony sharing, Don Williams spoke
of feeling like the victim in the story of the Good
Samaritan, and told of the many people in the Buena
Vista (Va.) Church of the Brethren who helped him
find his way to Jesus and turn his life around.
Each speaker presented a vision of a church with a
genuine love for God and neighbor. Relationship with
God and neighbor was lifted up as more important than
being "right," and several spoke of the importance of
loving our neighbors within the church. Closing worship
preacher Andy Murray said, "There are those who will
tell us that the community of faith is really not that
important .... to that we affirm that the Kingdom is a
journey which we must make together. Loving the neigh-

bor is not something one can do in isolation. There are
no remote controls, no virtual reality for relationship."
Moderator Chris Bowman spoke powerfully of the ~
C:
need for unity within the church, noting that "nasty j
things happen when a body is at war with itself." He
warned that we may think we are defenders of the
faith, when, in fact, we are destroying the faith we
think we are defending. "It is not until loving God
becomes inseparable from our neighbor's good that
we have finally understood the will of God," he said.
Tim Button-Harrison spoke on Tuesday about the
love feast and the need to share it beyond the
boundaries of one's own congregation, being with
those in other churches who may be less like us. He
said, "Friends, nothing less than Christ's witness to
the world is at stake. This world God so loves desperately needs to know our teacher and to be taught
the way of Christ. And yet will the world recognize in
us Jesus through our love for one another?"
Dena Pence Frantz focused on God as the focus of
our love. "God is a living God," she said, "which
means that God cannot be fixed on a page of rules and
laws, of do's and don'ts, that God cannot be pinned
down like a bug to be studied as a dead object for the
rest of time. God is living and is known through all that
is living around us. God is the ground of all being and
the Word of living presence." She said that it is "this
God, this living God ... to whom we are supposed to
devote our strength and wisdom."
Murray, preaching on Mark 12:32-34, noted that
Jesus said the Sadducee who recognized the importance of loving God and neighbor was close to the
kingdom of God. Not there, close.
"There is no way to the kingdom, the kingdom is
the way," Murray said. Loving God and neighbor is
something that we continue to do: In the words of
the denomination's tag line, "Continuing the work of
Jesus. Peacefully. Simply. Together." li!
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Jim Huskins' banjo
opened the week with a
rousing version of
"Brethren, We Have Met
to Worship. "

Eric Miller is a member of Pittsbu rgh (Pa.) Church of the Brethren curren tly
livi ng in New Have n, Conn ., and working for Yale University Law School.
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David Radcliff, director of
New Community Project,
did several sessions with
youth during the week.

~T~~re's just something in the air'

by Amy Rhodes

Young adults and youth find place of belonging at Conference
"So it wasn't a lie-the Church of the Brethren really
is a denomination that's larger than 10 or 15 churches!" That was the thought passing through my mind
as I sat in the first worship service this year at Annual
Conference in Charleston. Or, to be more specific, it
was the thought crossing my mind as I stood in the
Charleston Convention Center searching for a seat.
Out of the approximately eight Annual Conferences
I can remember attending, I never recall having to
search for a seat anywhere other than perhaps the
nightly ice cream socials. Since I was aware of no ice
cream being offered at any point during the service, I
stood impressed and somewhat stunned at the
crowd. During the hymn sing, my friend and I made
our way to the open seats we finally spotted, and I
could not help but grin and give a little chuckle,
because for me, that is what's best about Annual
Conference: the gathering of community.
As a 20-year-old young adult who has grown up in
the Church of the Brethren, I did not upon arriving in
Charleston immediately open my Conference book to
check out the insight sessions or rush for a business
agenda. Instead, within moments of first stepping into
the conference center, I checked the
.,,
message board. It sounds crazy, I
<l>
,=
know-especially since it was early ~
Saturday morning and basically no :s:
one other than myself and those
~
attending the ministers' conference
had arrived-but that's the point: I
wanted to see who had arrived.
This year I knew I had crossed
some sort of maturity line as I sat
Hannah Button-Harrison of Conrad, Iowa,
watches as Ben Hickerson of Linthicum,
Md., manipulates simulated geysers at
the Clay Center science museum, one of
numerous junior high activities.
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in worship with my 16-year-old brother in the top
section of seats at the convention center. That area
was occupied mostly by groups of youth, and I found
myself tempted to turn around and ask them to be
quiet when their giggles and gossiping were loud
enough to distract me.
When those thoughts crossed my mind, I instantly
felt old, and that says a lot, considering three or four
years ago I was probably doing the same things I now
wanted to hush. But at other moments thoughts
entered my mind that I knew occurred to me back in
high school: "This prayer is kinda long," "How old is
this hymn?" and "Man, Dad really shouldn't have worn
that shirt."
You see, I'm a sojourner of the Church of the Brethren
wilderness years otherwise known as "the 20s" (or for
some people their "20s and early-to-mid-30s"). And
Annual Conference wilderness, at least for this particular
young adult-is about being caught somewhere
between "old enough to be serious" and "young
enough not to be required to pay attention all the time."
However, wilderness is part of a continuing journey
as a member of the church, not a destination, and I

Doug Schaffer, left, of
Pennsylvania, and Hannah
Wysong of Indiana got
acquainted during senior
high activities.

remain engaged in the denomination via Annual
Conference so that I eventually move through it. I
have a general understanding of how things work,
and though I lack inspiration to sit through more than
the occasional business session, the opinions I do
have and the sessions I do attend are important to me.
This year I read with great interest the paper
addressing the query on congregational disagreement with Annual Conference decisions, and even felt
the urge once or twice to step up to a microphone
during the business session. One morning I woke
myself at the unheard-of hour of 7 a.m. to attend an
insight session about the denomination's identity in
today's world. I'm interested in understanding what it
is about the Church of the Brethren that has kept me
coming all of these years, in order to gain insight into
what may keep me attending for years to come.
The process I use to reach that goal, however, has
less to do with what I
do at Conference and
more with whom I
interact with at
Conference. My fellow
Brethren, and not necessarily only other
young adults, are my
motivation to take time
off work and travel
however many miles it
takes to wear a brightly
colored badge around
my neck and eat ice
cream every night.
Not being a student
at a Brethren college or
Brian Mackie of Michigan
took the stage during a
young adult talent show.

attending a Brethren church for the majority of the year, 1
going to Charleston was like attending a large family
~
reunion . Like most extended family reunions, I did not
know everyone and I did not talk to everyone, but I was
reminded that I'm not alone in the world. As a young
adult, my group of peers active in the church may be
small, but the feeling I get when listening to 4,000 people sing "Brethren, we have met to worship" is not.
Though I do not always know what niche I occupy
in the church structure or where I belong during
activities, recognizing my membership in a tangible
community still affects me powerfully. I'm not alone
in this sentiment, either. Sarah Stata, age 16, agrees,
saying, "It's nice to be with people in the same
denomination as you."
"There's just something in the air at Annual
Conference," explains Abigail Hostetter, a student at
Bridgewater (Va.) College, "You can't help but get
caught up in the mood. It was great seeing people of
all ages coming together for a few days of worship,
fellowship, and business."
At this point in my life, very few things feel enduring. For example, college is the place I call home, but
it will be over in two years. There's very little that I
feel I am a part of that will last beyond the next two
to 10 years.
Standing in the Charleston Convention Center, however, I listened to everyone sing "Move in our midst,"
and it hit me that I belong to a community that will
always have a place for me, no matter what phase of
life I'm traveling through. I let the harmonies fill my
ears and heard the voices flow around me, and in
those moments I knew that eventually I would move
past "wilderness" and into a church family ready and
waiting to journey with me through my adult life. li!

Zack Kueker of St. Cloud,
Fla., lines up a putt while
on a senior high trip to
Coonskin Park.

Amy Rhodes is from Roanoke, Va ., and is currently a student at James
Madison University in Harrisonburg. She se rved through Ministry Sum mer
Service this past summer at the M anassas (Va.) congregat ion.
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Pleasant View, the closest Church of the
Brethren congregation to Charleston,
moved its Sunday morning service that
week to the Conference site, an hour
away. Pictured with the church sign is
Sam Riner, the congregation's Annual
Conference delegate.

A wild, wonderful welcome

by Walt Wiltschek

Annual Conference finally travels down West Virginia's country roads
Annual Conference has found its way to Virginia
numerous times. Ditto for Ohio and Maryland. It has
even traveled to Kentucky and Tennessee on a few
occasions.
In between all that, however, the big meeting had
never made a stop in West Virginia-until this year.
And when Annual Conference finally came to the
state capital of Charleston, the folks who call the
Mountain State home were waiting with open arms.
"It's wonderful, wonderful!" said Winoma Spurgeon,
who lives in Vienna, W.Va., 82 miles from Charleston.
Spurgeon, who just completed a term representing West
Marva District on the Church of the Brethren General
Board, lobbied the Conference office for years to come to
West Virginia. She said she was "tickled" when Charleston was announced
as the 2004 host site back in 1999.
With the big day finally here,
Spurgeon was excited to see so
many of her fellow West Virginians
(there are more than 75 Church of
the Brethren congregations in the
state) among the crowd.

Virlina District

"I haven't kept count of the people I know are from
here," she said. "We had a lot of people who came
for a day or two days."
Parts of West Virginia are actually claimed by four
districts: West Marva, Virlina, Mid-Atlantic, and
Shenandoah. Since Charleston is in the southern part
of the state, West Marva and Virlina shared host
duties this year. They sponsored a hospitality booth
in the exhibit hall where visitors could relax, work on
puzzles, talk, and learn more about the state.
A bookmark available at the booth carried a message
from West Virginia Governor Bob Wise, which ended
by saying, "Above all, you will discover that the friendly people of West Virginia are eager to take you in,
show you around, and invite you to come back soon!"
Spurgeon said she wanted local Brethren to live up
to that promise. "I just hope we've been good hosts
and hostesses," she said. "I've been hoping everyone has enjoyed it."
George Snyder has certainly enjoyed having
Conference in his neighborhood. He pastors the
Pleasant View Church of the Brethren in Fayetteville,
making it-at 45 miles away- the closest congregation to Charleston. That opened new possibilities for
Pleasant View's members, he said.
"Our people responded very well to having Conference
here," Snyder said. "People from our church were
involved heavily in the information center and at registration, and our ladies served lunch to the children for their
activity outings. We almost felt like the host church."
Snyder said it also allowed Pleasant View to send a
lay delegate to Conference this year, something the
congregation normally can't afford to do.
Spurgeon joked that at least West Virginia is on the
Brethren map now.
"Now everyone will realize there's a West Virginia,"
she said, "and not just a Virginia with a western part!" li!
Walt W iltschek is editor of
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Volunteers process clothing in
the early days of the Brethren
Service Center.

Happy birthday, New Windsor
Brethren Service Center marks 60 years of service
In 1944, the world was filled with
war. Fortunately, there were also people with a desire to bear one another's
burden-people who sought a location to gather material resources and
help rebuild lives when peace came.
That same year, a Brethren Service
Committee member, M.R. Zigler (see
sidebar) , made the winning bid at a
public auction in New Windsor, Md.,
for the property known as Blue Ridge
College. The college campus of 26
acres and four buildings became the
Brethren Service Center, a place that
60 years later continues to reach out
to those in need around the world.
The work of the staff and volunteers at the Brethren Service Center,
partnering with Church World
Service and other denominational
organizations, has had an impact on
thousands of families in crisis.
Working cooperatively, those staff
and volunteers have helped to provide

food for the hungry, clothing for the
naked, medicine for the sick, refuge
for the oppressed, fair trade in the
developing world, and a helping hand
to rebuild homes following disasters.
Through the years, the Brethren
Service Center also has been a place
where many young people began a
lifetime commitment to volunteer
service. Hundreds of BYS volunteers
have trained in New Windsor, and
the center has hosted national youth
work camps as well as church and
district volunteer retreats. Many
seagoing cowboys for Heifer
International began their travel from
there with cattle bound for war-torn
Europe. Civilian Public Service volunteers were also based there.
The center today houses organizations that work in areas of relief and
development, disaster response, social
justice, peace education, and hospitality. The facilities, operated as a ministry

by Kathleen Campanella
LEARN MORE
To learn more about Brethren Service,
read the book A Cup of Cold Water:
The Story of Brethren Service by J.
Kenneth Kreider. It is available from
Brethren Press; call 800-441-3712.

of the Church of the Brethren General
Board, include the New Windsor
Conference Center, Emergency
Response/Service Ministries, SERRV
International Inc., On Earth Peace,
Mid-Atlantic District Office,
Interchurch Medical Assistance Inc.,
New Windsor Refugee Resettlement
Office, and the American Red Cross
Carroll County (Md.) office.
A 60th anniversary celebration will
be held Sept. 14 as part of the
Brethren Service Center's annual
employee recognition event. ll!
Kathleen Campanella is manager of communications
and public information for the Brethren Service Center.

M.R. Zigler: A vision for service
M.R. Zigler, the driving force that established the Brethren Service Center, had the vision to see the
need to establish clothing and food relief projects and to find a site that would meet the requirements.
The New Windsor location was perfect because it was far enough from urban areas to concentrate on
the mission but close enough to the Port of Baltimore and other transportation facilities to be effective.
To get the center immediately under way, Zigler secured 50,000 yards of cloth to be prepared with special
cutting machines. Women's work groups throughout the church completed the garments, which were
packed by workers at the center for distribution to war relief agencies.
Zigler reported: "Clothing is coming rapidly. Seventeen bundles came in one day just recently. It is coming in from all over the United States, revealing a great joy on the part of the church people that we have
set up our own clothing bureau."
M.R. Zigler's unique legacy continued through the development of On Earth Peace Assembly, an
Annual Conference agency celebrating its 30th anniversary this year. It was Zigler's dream that New
Windsor be the site of an ongoing peace program. On Earth Peace was established in 1974 with a mission to clarify issues the church must face regarding violence and conflict resolution.
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A matter oi conscience,
a co viction of faith

H

aving recently participated in two important Church of the Brethren conferences, I

was touched by the anxious awareness of the
many participants at both. They were anxious to
know, "Is there, will there, be a military draft? " and,
aware of the implications for our church, "How can
we be better prepared to live out our witness as conscientious objectors?"
It was exciting to note that both conferences did an
excellent job of addressing this "anxious awareness"
with their individual conference themes. At National
Young Adult Conference, attendees were challenged to
"Stand at the crossroads and look, to ask for the
ancient ways, to seek and find the good path as directed

Andrew Engdahl spoke at this
year 's Annual Conference during
the open microphone time and at a
Brethren Witness/Washington
Office insight session. Engdahl, a
member of Columbia City (Ind.)
Church of the Brethren, shared his
story of being heavily recruited by
the military and then realizing after
he got in that he could not follow
through as a matter of conscience.
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by God" (J er. 6: 16) . At our Church of the Brethren
Annual Conference, the guiding thoughts were these:
"Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength
... and your neighbor as yourself" (Mark 12:28ff).
How can our church go wrong, how can we not
respond in faithful wisdom to a military draft or
issues of conscientious objection, if we follow the
directives of such scripture?
Conscientious objection has been an "ancient path" for
Brethren throughout our history. Stories are told of early
Brethren who were treated as British loyalists and arrested
and executed for treason during the Revolutionary War.
Prominent names such as John Kline of the Civil War era
and Ted Studebaker of the Vietnam period are often lifted
as martyrs of faithful conscience and conviction.
World War I and World War II both sharpened the

g° struggles, and convictions, of Brethren in regard to mili"''" tary involvement. The history of the church had for so
long been "to require of applicants for membership a
pledge not to engage in war nor to learn the art of war."
With the patriotic fervor of both world wars so high,
many Brethren found themselves making cli.oices to join
the military. What then of Brethren who did choose to
participate? In 1939 the church responded: "One who
enlists in military service is not in full accord with the
faith and practice of the brotherhood . . . . Even so, the
attitude of the church should be one of brotherly love
and forbearance, endeavoring by faithful teaching to
restore him to full accord as long as he expresses desire
to continue membership in the Church of the Brethren."
This statement was one that moved somewhat radically
from the historical stance of Brethren as non-resisters.
In addition, during this time military provisions

Brethren stance on conscientious objection has long history
by Phil Jones
were put in place that allowed Brethren, and other
conscientious objectors, to serve the military in noncombatant roles. During both World War I and II,
and others that have followed, Brethren have struggled with the moral issues of military participation in
such limited ways, versus complete non-cooperation.
The strong 1948 statement, "All war is sin,"
allowed for wider acceptance and places of con science with these words: "The church believes in the
right of individual conscience, it recognizes that vari ous positions on war and military service will be
taken by its members .... The church seeks to maintain a fellowship of all who sincerely follow the guidelines of conscience. It does, however, recommend
that as a matter of Christian conviction and practice,
its membership support the historic position of the
church, namely nonparticipation in military training
and service and the war system in general."
The Vietnam War offered even more conscientious
decision-making struggles for Brethren. Though the

Our ''ancient path" as Brethren has been one of
seeking clear conscience in regards to the
military and conscientious objection: a clear
conscience as shaped by our committed
exploration of scripture and our faith.
Church of the Brethren still maintained its statements of
absolute opposition to war, many young men found
themselves serving in the military, by choice or by draft.
At the 1969 Annual Conference of Louisville, Ky., more
than 900 Brethren marched to the federal building for a
silent peace vigil, as a show of concern for the war. Many
Brethren were actively engaged in the anti-war movement. The 1970 Annual Conference body offered full
support to conscientious objectors choosing alternative
service and to those who chose to refuse cooperation.
Our "ancient path" as Brethren has been one of seeking clear conscience in regard to the military and

The Brethren Witness/
Washington Office has prepared
and is making available to every
congregation of the denomination
a conscientious objector resource
packet. The packet contains materials that can assist young men and
women in shaping their convictions
of faith and establishing a record of
these convictions. In the event of
an actual draft in our nation, the

documenting of the journey of faith
that has shaped people of conscience is important in establishing
conscientious objector status.
These packets are available by contacting the office at 800-785-3246.
This information is also available
online at www.brethren.org, keyword Witness/Washington Office.
In addition, Witness/ Washington
Office staff are glad to come into

congregations or districts to do conscientious objector workshops or
seminars. Sunday morning worship
services, church school classes,
Bible study groups, or other opportunities are also welcome.
The 2005 Church of the Brethren
Christian Citizenship Seminar for
senior high youth, scheduled for
April 23-28, will focus on the theme
of conscientious objection.
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conscientious objection: a clear conscience as shaped by
our committed exploration of scripture and our faith.
Today, the good way-the way Jeremiah continues to
challenge us to consider-must be shaped and given
direction by the events of the road before us. Jeremiah
also called the people of God to "not heal their wounds
lightly; crying, 'Peace, peace,' when there is no peace
... to be ashamed at our abominations, to really know
how to blush at our failures " (Jer. 6: 14-15).
We as a church are called to consider our place of con science and faith in regard to Iraq, and to our nation's
war on terror in this land and others. We are called to
faithfully explore our places of failure, and our need to
blush as witnesses for God's peace, in the good way. We
are called to consider our love for God, and for neighbor.
Whatever the future holds in relation to military conscription, it is time now for Brethren men and women
to shape their thoughts about military participation and
conscientious objection. A pending draft or fear of military engagement should not be the focus of our concern. It is time to stand at the crossroads in all matters
of conscience and clearly define who we are as people
of faith when it comes to issues of peace and justice. It

I

f nothing else is certain, one thing is: The

present United States military
is being pushed to its limits.
Currently, more than 146,000
men and women make up the
active personnel of troops in
Iraq. Lt. Col. Bryan Hiferty,
spokesman for the Army's personnel office, recently
announced that the current number of "delayed entry" recruits
has dipped to 23 percent, the
lowest percentage in three years.
"This is a number that troubles
us, but it isn't shocking," Hiferty
says. He considers the situation
"cyclical" and "likely to recover."
Historically, the Army likes to see
that percentage at 33 percent.
Another indicator of recruiting
and retention difficulties is the
fact that the present military is
using a "stop loss" program to
maintain adequate troop
strength. Roughly two percent of
the current military is made up
of such personnel. "Stop loss" is
a program that requires military
personnel to stay in the Army
after the scheduled end of their
service. Another current practice
is to recall soldiers who have left
active duty. Currently 5,600 solMessenger September 2004

diers have been recalled, and
9,500 have been held past their
active-duty assignments. Many
consider this practice to be a
"back-door" draft.
An actual draft-the conscription of a non-volunteer armyis seen by some as a real possibility. By others, it's seen as an
absolute last resort, with very
little chance of happening. The
Pentagon and current administration have stated clearly that
they do not want or anticipate a
military draft. But the Center on
Conscience and War, one of the
most respected lobby and advocate groups on the military draft
and conscientious objection,
report a draft is on ly a matter of
timing. If present military operations continue, the center predicts there will be a draft early
next year. Other lobby and
activist groups vary in their
skepticism of either possibility.
Currently there are two bills
before Congress. HR 163 was
presented by Rep. Charles
Rangel (D-N.Y.) in January 2003.
An identical companion bill, S 89,
was presented by Sen. Ernest
Hollings (D-S.C.). Rangel and
Hollings intended their draft bills

is in our struggle with that definition that we become
the people God has called us to be.
For many Brethren, this choice will include
absolute non-cooperation with any military support,
training, or service. Some will choose to withhold or
reduce tax obligations that help in building military
budgets. For others it will include an understanding
that war is incompatible with God's love for all, but
cooperation with the state in matters such as these is
necessary. Amid the many voices of peace, we must
seek compassionate dialogue and faithful respect.
The Church of the Brethren has a historic and living
perspective of peace that our world desperately needs.
Whatever lies before us, the Church of the Brethren
must continue to be a light of hope, a glimpse of
Christ, a witness to peace through our convictions and
our service. Through our voice of dissent, our spirit of
reconciliation, and our service of healing we can be a
clear path, a "good way" of achieving God's work.
Our living, active response in times such as these really
is a matter of conscience, and a conviction of our faith. li!
Phil Jones is director of the General Board's Brethren Witness/Washington
Office in Washington, D.C.

to be a sort of "wake-up" call,
the theory being that Congress
would be less likely to commit
the US to a costly war if their
sons and daughters faced the
threat of conscription.
Both bi lls remain in committee, and there has been no
movement on either. Language
in both bills states that all men
and women ages 18-26 would
be required to serve their coun try with two years of military
service, with no college deferments. There is a conscientious
objector provision, but the provision requires that men and
women of conscience would
still be forced to participate in
military training and to wear
the military uniform. They
would not be forced into active
engagement.
In April of this year, Sen.
Chuck Hagel (R-Neb.) raised
the question of a military draft.
"Why shouldn't we ask all of
our citizens to bear some
responsibility and pay some
price?" he asked, again raising
the issue of fairness in our
present military makeup.
The Brethren Witness/
Washington Office staff maintains

that our current priority is to educate the men and women of our
church on issues of conscientious
objection and to prepare the
church in the event of a possible
draft (see page 19). Advocacy in
Washington continues as our
staff visit congressional staff to
inform them about conscientious
objection and what that really
means. Lobby efforts continue for
the establishment of a National
Peace Tax Fund. Conversations
are taking place to establish a
legal pool that would be available
should there be a need for active
duty conscientious objectors
seeking to be released. The
Witness/Washington Office and
Brethren Volunteer Service are
talking, along with others, about
how to develop adequate alternative service sites for women and
men of conscience.
Brethren have long held a
conviction that conscientious
objection to war is foundational
to our belief as people of peace.
The Brethren Witness/
Washington Office staff commits
to encouraging and supporting
this belief through education,
advocacy, and prayerful discernment-Phil Jones
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General Board meets in Charleston,
sets reduced budget parameter
At meetings held before and during Annual Conference
in early July, the General Board set budget parameters
for 2005 that necessitate a budget reduction, and adopted a resolution on Iraq (see Annual Conference coverage in this issue). The board also affirmed a document
describing a new Stewardship of Property Committee
and dedicated its Conference exhibit with prayer.
The board set a 2005 Core Ministries Fund budget
parameter of $5,426,000, which represents a $199,000
budget reduction for next year. It does not include selffunding programs.
"The Planning Team recommended a budget that
included a much greater financial challenge," said Stan
Noffsinger, general secretary, "but the board chose a
more moderate plan to spread out the deficit over a
number of years." The board also reviewed policies on
endowment, quasi-endowment, and investment income.
A document describing a Stewardship of Property
Committee and calling for nominations to that committee was accepted by the board. The committee will
make recommendations for the use of board properties
in Elgin, 111., and New Windsor, Md. Members of the
committee will be announced at the board's October
meeting. The committee is expected to report preliminary findings in October 2005 and bring a recommendation in March 2006.
The board also heard reports on an information systems audit, a cross-cultural consultation in Puerto Rico,
the new "Gather 'Round" curriculum, and applauded
citations to departing staff and retiring board members.
The board selected officers for the next year: chair
Donna Shumate, vice chair Glenn Mitchell, and executive committee members David Sollenberger, Doug
Price, J. D. Glick, and Jeff Neuman-Lee.

Ministers' Association focuses
on emerging worship styles
"God is here!" announced Sally Morgenthaler as she
began her presentation to the pre-Annual Conference
Ministers' Association meeting held July 2-3 in
Charleston, W.Va. More than 200 Brethren pastors were
there, eager to learn about new ways to connect the
emerging culture with God through worship.
Morgenthaler, founder of Sacramentis Consulting,
energized the overflow crowd with her ideas. Involved
with cutting-edge worship design since the 1980s and
consulting for the past several years, she offered suggestions both for traditional congregations and for those
using a contemporary, seeker-oriented worship style.
With computers and DVDs, Americans have moved from

General Board chairwoman Donna Shumate, flanked by treasurer Judy Keyser
and director of funding and donor development Ken Neher, presented budget
prospects for 2005 at a pre-Annual Conference meeting.

being an audience for broadcast, top-down programming
to being interactive. Morgenthaler explored how this shift
can change and enhance worship. "Worship that is done
for people is not going to reach people," she said, encouraging pastors to engage people from the fringes of their
congregations in worship planning.
According to Morgenthaler, people in today's culture
are in a spiritual conversation, but the church is seldom
part of it. She said that Christians must go into the
neighborhood and become "salt and light." Emerging
churches will arise as communities develop outside the
church building, and emerging worship will flow from
those people and their experiences.
Video clips projected onto a screen livened up her
lectures, providing illustrations of lament, redemption,
and other spiritual experiences. According to
Morgenthaler, about 70 percent of the population,
regardless of age, are visual learners. She advocated
using more video and other visual media in worship,
with a reminder that children as young as 10 may find
a place in worship as technicians .
In a corrective to churches that have jettisoned traditional worship, Morgenthaler lamented the loss of valuable traditions and symbols. She spoke of recovering a
sense of the mystery and majesty of God, "blessing the
past," and using the traditional rituals of the church.
In other Ministers' Association business, Lisa Hazen,
pastor of Beavercreek (Ohio) Church of the Brethren, was
named as an officer. The Ministers' Assistance Fund was
supported with an offering of $1,755.-Frances Townsend
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Partnerships for the General Board, "but we are learning that a lot of other churches and seminaries are also
facing this same outcome this year. Our staff reported
that the visa interviews were very brief, less than five
minutes, and the paperwork was not reviewed."
Documents carried by the international Brethren included official letters of invitation and financial support
from the General Board and the seminary.
Haruun Ruun, executive secretary of the New Sudan
Council of Churches and a US citizen, was the only invited international guest able to attend the Conference.

Personnel moves

At Annual Conference
Dr. Haruun Ruun
(at right above) was
recognized for his
leadership of t h e New
Sudan Council of
Churches. He is
shown here with
Merv Keeney,
executive director of
Global Mission
Partnerships for the
General Board.

US government refuses visas for
international Brethren to visit US
Several guests from international Brethren bod ies who
were invited to attend Annual Conference this year
were not able to get visas to enter the US. Another
Nigerian Brethren leader was denied a visa to attend
Bethany Theological Seminary.
Those denied visas for Conference were Anastasia
Buena, moderator of Iglesia de los Hermanos (Church of
the Brethren) in the Dominican Republic; her husband, pastor Isaias Pena of San Luis Iglesia de Los Hermanos; Filibus
Gwama, president of Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EYNthe Church of the Brethren in Nigeria); and Yohanna Y
Salami, EYN's general secretary. Jabani Adzibiya, an EVN
pastor, was denied a visa to study at the seminary.
"Our Conference is diminished by this absence of
representatives from our sister churches," said Merv
Keeney, executive director of Global Mission
Phil Jones, director of the General Board's Brethren
Witness/ Washington Office, spoke to those gathered in
front of the Sudan embassy in Washington, D.C., on July 30,
flanked to the right by former congressman Walter Fauntroy,
and to the left by Rob Turner, an American Baptist minister.
Jones attempted to deliver a letter to the embassy and when
denied entry, he and Turner knelt in prayer in front of the
doors and were arrested for "disorderly conduct" and
blocking the entrance to a public building (pictured below).
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• Edward Leiter began June 28 as director of Information
Services for the General Board. Leiter has worked at the
Brethren Service Center in New Windsor, Md., 1984-1987
as a programmer, and since 1988 as lead
programmer/analyst. He is a graduate of Elizabethtown
(Pa.) College with a degree in business administration
and a concentration in computer science. Following college he served in Brethren Volunteer Service. He is a
member of Union Bridge (Md.) Church of the Brethren.
• Allen Kahler has been called as district minister of
South/Central Indiana District beginning Sept. 1. Kahler
has served as pastor of Marion (Ind.) Church of the
Brethren since 1995. Previously he pastored Indiana congregations in Muncie and South Whitley. He also has
served on the district's Discipleship and Reconciliation
Committee and as district moderator in 2003. He holds
degrees from Manchester College, North Manchester,
Ind., and Bethany Theological Seminary, Richmond, Ind.
Joia Jefferson Nuri

The Church of the Brethren has responded to genocide in
Darfur, Sudan, with a total of $75,000 in two grants from the
General Board's Emergency Disaster Fund. The board's
Brethren Witness/Washington Office issued an action alert
and director Phil Jones was arrested in an act of civil disobedience at the Sudan embassy.
The violence "is being carried out by nomadic tribes that
were armed by the Sudanese government," said Roy
Winter, director of Emergency Response. "More than
one million people have fled their homes to escape the
Edgar, Congressman Charles
looting, house burning, destruction of crops and aniAl Fashir
•
Rangel of New York, Ben and
mals, killings, and rape." An estimated 30,000 to
Jerry's Ice Cream founders Ben
148,000 people have been killed, according to the
Cohen and Jerry Greenfield, and
alert, which quoted a US AID prediction that
actor Danny Glover.
350,000 more face death from disease and malnutriThe Church of the Brethren has
tion. The violence pitted Arabic nomads against black
worked for decades in Sudan, with the
African farmers and villagers and was linked to civil war
New Sudan Council of Churches
between the Arabic and Muslim government in the north and
(NSCC) in the south and the Sudan
Christian and anim ist rebels in the south.
Council of Churches in the north.
Brethren funds will assist Church World Service (CWS) in raisNSCC executive secretary
ing $1,750,000 for food, medicine, water, sanitation, agricultural
Haruun
Ruun and assistant
input and tools, and counseling. Aid workers warned that gaining
Emmanuel
LoWilla
w ill be guests
access to those in need has been difficult. "The needs in Darfur
of
the
Brethren
Witness/Washington
Office
while
visiting
the US in
and Chad are immense under any circumstances, but with the
mid-September
to
explore
funding
and
partnership
development
recalcitrance of the Sudanese government, the situation is of
with the Church of the Brethren, US AID, the State Department, and
untenable and tragic proportions," said Dan Tyler, CWS East
others. The visit will draw support for RECONCILE, an NSCC proAfrica director.
gram
for civil leadership development in southern Sudan.
The Brethren Witness/Washington
workcamp
to southern Sudan is planned for Jan. 9-22, 2005,
A
Office advocated for the designation of
led
by
seasoned
Sudan workers Phil and Louise Baldwin Rieman
"genocide" by the UN, a word that under
and
sponsored
by
the General Board 's Global Mission Partnerships
international law requires international
office
and
the
NSCC.
For more information call 317-546-9675 or
intervention. In mid-July the US
e-mail
plbrieman@mw.net.
Congress designated the violence genocide. On July 30 the UN Security Council
adopted a resolution threatening action
Recent grants from the General Board's
against Sudan if it did not make
progress on pledges to disarm those
carrying out the violence.
• $60,000 for victims of violence in the Darfur region of Sudan
Jones was one of several religious
• $22,000 for the Disaster Response and Recovery Liaison Program
and political leaders to commit civil disof Church World Service
obedience in a campaign of daily arrests
• $7,500 for the Faith-Based Recovery Network in Washington
coordinated by Christian Solidarity
State following flooding and storms
International. He was arrested July 30,
• $7,000 for Prince of Peace Church of the Brethren in the Dominican
carrying a letter to the Sudan embassy
Republic following building damage caused by a sink hole
"from the faith community known as the
• $4,000 for flood relief in the Dominican Republic and Haiti
Church of the Brethren" asking Sudan to
"take the bold and necessary steps to
Recent grants from the General Board's
curb this violence and bring reform."

Emergency Disaster Fund

Others arrested in the continuing nonviolent protest included National Council
of Churches general secretary Robert

Global Food Crisis Fund

• $15,000 for a micro-loan program of the Christian Commission
for Development in Honduras
Messenger September 2004
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NEWS
Church of the Brethren joins
work of Foods Resource Bank

UPCOMINGEVENTS
Sept. 4 Brethren Press, fall curriculum quarter begins
Sept. 6-8 Effective Ministry
for, by and with Older Adults,
Association of Brethren
Caregivers, Lake Junaluska, N.C.
Sept. 6-10 National Older
Adult Conference VII,
Association of Brethren
Caregivers, Lake Junaluska, N.C.
Sept. 10-11 South/Central
Indiana District conference,
Mexico, Ind.
Sept. 17-18 Level I Disaster
Child Care Training Workshop,
Frederick, Md.; Northern Indiana
District conference, Camp
Alexander Mack, Milford, Ind.;
Southern Pennsylvania District
conference, Elizabethtown (Pa.)
College; West Marva District
conference, Moorefield, W.Va.
Sept. 23-25 Bethany
Theological Seminary centennial celebration, Richmond, Ind.;
On Earth Peace Board meeting,
Brethren Service Center, New
Windsor, Md.
Sept. 24-26 Association of
Brethren Caregivers Board
meeting, Elgin, Ill.; On Earth
Peace Senior High Youth
Retreat, Brethren Service Center,
New Windsor, Md.
Sept. 28-Oct. 15 Brethren
Volunteer Service Unit 262,
New Windsor, Md.

In June, the Church of the Brethren, through
the General Board's Global Food Crisis Fund
(GFCF), joined the Foods Resource Bank, a
faith-based partnership that engages congregations, land owners, farmers, and agribusiness in community growing projects. The
Church of the Brethren is the organization's
16th member agency, joining Church World
Service, Lutheran World Relief, Mennonite
Central Committee, and others.
GFCF manager Howard Royer explained
how growing projects work: "Land is donated
or rented for a year; farmers contribute time
and equipment to plant, tend, and harvest the
crop; and the yield is sold with the proceeds
benefitting specific hunger programs abroad."
The bank's coalition multiplies the donations
of the projects, doubling the return through
grants from sources such as the W.K. Kellogg

Antietam meetinghouse visit and prayer
highlight 2004 Song and Story Fest
"May God bring healing to this place and our nation," Brethren prayed as they gathered at the
old Dunker meetinghouse on the Antietam Civil War battlefield June 29. The gathering of more
than 150 people was part of Song and Story Fest, an
annual family camp featuring Brethren musicians and
storytellers, held this year June 27-July 2 at
Shepherd's Spring in Sharpsburg, Md.
With the theme "Gathered at the Crossroads of
Conflict and Conscience," the camp focused on issues
of war and peace: speaking the truth, confronting
sources of violence, binding up the wounded, comforting victims, praising God through pain, and seeking
courage and conviction.
The visit to Antietam and worship at the meetinghouse was a highlight, said the fest's volunteer
director, Ken Kline Smeltzer. The service "uplifted the faith of our ancestors who lived in the area,
ministered in a time of war, but also witnessed to their opposition to the war," Smeltzer said. The
group spent half a day at the battlefield, the site of the bloodiest day in American history with more
than three times as many Americans killed or wounded as on D-Day.
This year's fest was co-sponsored by On Earth Peace. Recordings of the performances of music
and stories will be sold as a two-CD sampler set, to be available before Christmas. The sampler will
feature the fest's repeat perRegina Bryan
formers plus new performers
welcomed this year: the band
Mutual Kumquat and storyteller
Marlys Hershberger. Cost is
$20. Contact Smeltzer by e-mail
at bksmeltz@adelphia.net.
Brethren gathered to worship and pray
at the old Brethren meetinghouse on
the Antietam civil war battlefield June
29, during the summer's Song and
Story Fest family camp.
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Foundation and US AID. This year bank members have 5,500 acres in 164 growing projects.
In 2003, proceeds for hunger totaled $976,000.
Ivester Church of the Brethren, Grundy
Center, Iowa, may be the first Church of the
Brethren congregation to participate in the
Foods Resource Bank, according to Royer.
Ivester is partnering with a local Presbyterian
church in a growing project that is cultivating
154 acres. The crop is corn, some of which
was pre-sold at $3 a bushel.
Royer is seeking other congregations and
individuals interested in exploring a growing
project for their community. "My hope is for
the Church of the Brethren to gear up with a
half-dozen growing projects in 2005," he
wrote in a letter introducing the concept to
district executives. A flier and a video about
the Foods Resource Bank are available from
the GFCF office. For more information, contact Howard Royer at 800-323-8039, ext. 264,
or visit www.foodsresourcebank.org.

YOUTHLIFE
ONCAMPus • - ~= ==
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.)
Bridgewater students re-elected senior
Justin E. Pruett of Ocala, Fla., as student
body president for the 2004-2005 academic
year. Melissa Albright of Woodbridge, Va.,
was elected vice president.
Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.)
The college has been awarded a $15,000
grant to create a dialogue group that will
explore "the dynamic interface between religion and science." Called the Elizabethtown
College Center for Science and Religion, it
will be created through a three-year grant
from The Local Societies Initiative of the
Metanexus Institute of Philadelphia.
Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.)
Huntingdon residents E. Floyd and Lois
McDowell were awarded the Harold B.
Brumbaugh Alumni Service Award during
Juniata's Alumni Weekend in June. Other
alumni awards went to Barbara Gumbiner
of Washington, D.C.; Grettel Wentling of
Jacksonville, Fla.; Stanley Davis Jr. of Oak
Park, Ill.; and Dr. Perry Habecker, of
Coatesville, Pa.

m

University of La Verne (La Verne, Calif.)

La Verne has been awarded a $400,000
grant by the National Science Foundation
to support a university initiative to
enhance recruitment, retention, and graduation rates of undergraduate computer science, computer engineering, and mathematics (CSEM) students. Effective Sept. 1,
the four-year grant will provide approximately 30 scholarships annually to qualifying students enrolling in those programs.
Manchester College (North Manchester, Ind.)
Manchester reached a milestone July 16
with a "Topping Off" ceremony at the
steel structure for a new $17 million
Science Center. Workers hoisted into
place the last beam, painted white and
signed by Manchester students, faculty,
staff, and alumni.

M

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.)
The McPherson Bulldogs are ranked No. 1
in the NAIA Preview's preseason listing for
2004 NAIA football. Coming off back-to-back
6-4 seasons and third place Kansas
Collegiate Athletic Conference (KCAC) finishes, the Bulldogs were also picked by the
Preview to win the 2004 KCAC title.
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Exploring Your Call' provides opportunity to grow

by Nick Kauffman
I attended "Exploring Your Call" (EYC) at Bethany Theological Seminary June
24-28. I'm not able to explain why I was there; my attitude was just, "Why not?"
I wouldn't have gone at all had Josh Brockway, the EYC organizer whom I had
met at Regional Youth Conference, not sent me a letter urging me to consider it.
I had no idea what EYC was going to be like, and thus I went without any
expectations. I decided this was good, because it would be impossible for
me to be disappointed. I realize now, though, that I could never have been
disappointed. No expectations could have met the experience I had there.
There were nine youth already attending, including myself. I knew two
already, and a few others knew each other, but as a group we were new
friends . We were subjected to the usual group-building games, plunged
into intense sessions and discussions, and even placed with pastors to
experience a "day in the life" and plan Sunday worship. We had very little
free time, but we didn't want it-the sessions were too good.
EYC was one of, if not the, most powerful experiences of my life. I was able to
explore my faith, my call, and my spirit as a whole, and the six strangers and
two friends I was with on Thursday were my lifelong brothers and sisters by
Monday. We spent five days
together, separated for only one
of them, and formed a connection more powerful than we
would have thought possible.
Nick Kauffman is a yo uth member of
Goshen (Ind.) City Church of the Breth ren.

Bits and pieces
• Beth Rhodes and Cindy
Laprade have been selected as
two of the three 2006 National
Youth Conference (NYC) coordinators. Rhodes is a graduate of
Georgetown University and a
member of Central Church of the
Brethren, Roanoke, Va. Laprade
is a graduate of Mary
This year's Youth Peace Travel TeamWashington College and a memsponsored by the Brethren Witness/
ber of Antioch Church of the
Washington Office, Brethren Volunteer
Brethren, Rocky Mount, Va. Each
Service, On Earth Peace, and Outdoor
served in Brethren Volunteer
Ministries Association-traveled to a series of
Service this past year as workcamps primarily in the Northeast and to
National Young Adult Conference and Annual
camp coordinators for the
Conference over the course of the summer.
General Board's Youth/Young
Members of the team were, clockwise from
Adult Ministry Office and will
top left: Jeff McAvoy, Tiffany Carty, Matt
continue to lead workcamps for
Witkovsky, and Carrie Fry-Miller.
2005. A third NYC coordinator
position is still available, and applicants are being sought. Contact
cdouglas_gb@brethren.org for details; applications are due by Sept. 30.
• National Youth Cabinet nominations are now being accepted for the
2005-2006 cabinet, who will plan the 2006 National Youth Conference. High
school youth entering their junior and senior years are eligible.
Nominations must come from district youth advisors or district executives
by Sept. 30. Youth being nominated for the cabinet must have involvement
and leadership at the district level, as well as in their local church.
Messenger September 2004

MEDIAREVIEW
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly gives broader view

A

license to do almost anything to retaliate, but the heart
of the Christian tradition is love of the enemy. She said
we must confess as a people and as Christians.
She then referred to Rabbi Abraham Heshel: "In a free
society some are guilty and all are responsible." It is not
unusual in viewing this program to see religious leaders
borrowing wisdom from other religious traditions.
In this presidential election year there is often coverage
of the candidates. A feature story on John Kerry's
Catholicism begins with footage of the first Catholic candidate to be elected president speaking about his faith: "I
am not the Catholic candidate for president. I am the
Democratic party's candidate for president who happens
also to be a Catholic. I do not speak for my church on
public matters, and the church does not speak for me."
Providing this historical perspective, we're reminded
that John F. Kennedy's Catholicism was a big issue during his candidacy, and he was the only Catholic to be
elected president of the United States. The story went on
to focus on Kerry's pro-choice stance and how it runs
counter to Catholic teaching, thereby making his worthiness in taking communion a campaign issue.
But the struggle of holding public office and being in
good standing with one's church is not
A world-expanding, thoughtful look at the role
peculiar only to presidential candidates.
Of
the 150 Catholics in Congress, more
religion plays in our contemporary society. Learning
than 70 have cast pro-choice votes.
about other faith traditions can cause us to value
A regular feature is the profile of a person
such as David, an ultra-Orthodox
our own in a deeper and richer way.
Jew from Chicago. David is homosexual.
Rabbis who have counseled with him have insisted that
tor and writer Rick Warren and his book The Purpose
David be purged of his condition. Over a 12-year period
Driven Life, and recording artist Amy Grant- who over
various remedies attempted to change his sexual orientathe years has moved back and forth between the relition. David grew more convinced that he could not be
gious and secular music world-the segment showed the
transformed into a heterosexual.
awkward relationship between evangelicals and popular
Viewing the conversations he had with his spiritual
culture, asking the question "Who is influencing whom?"
leaders and hearing their responses has the potential to
Each week Religion & Ethics Newsweekly provides two
provide insights from which other religious traditions can
in-depth stories and several headline reports. For example,
learn what is helpful and what is not. As we view our
an Evangelical Lutheran pastor and theologian, the Rev.
neighbors, we often find their problems glaring and their
Barbara Lundblad of Union Theological Seminary in New
solutions obvious.
York, was asked to reflect on her reactions to the photos
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly is a world-expanding,
released on Iraqi prisoner abuse at the Abu Ghraib prison.
thoughtful
look at the role religion plays in our contemShe spoke of the disgust and the sense of shame she
porary
society.
Learning about other faith traditions can
f elt. She said it is a sin to treat others as less than
cause
us
to
value
our own in a deeper and richer way. li!
human, and it is arrogant for America as a country to

s Brethren we sometimes leave Annual
Conference focused only on the issues of our
denomination. In much the same way, we leave worship
on Sunday morning absorbed only by our local congregation. Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, a 30-minute program on PBS, can help to broaden our horizons and give
us a new look at our own religi ous tradition.
The comfortable distance provided by the medium of
television allows us to explore religious expressions that
we know well and others that are
..
distant and strange to us. This sum,:;k
MARY JESSUP
mer Bob Abernethy, the host since
the program debuted in September 1997, presented an
informative four-part story on American evangelicals.
Tony Campolo, professor of sociology at Eastern
University and frequent speaker at Brethren events, was
interviewed and called upon evangelicals to focus less on
personal morality and more on serving the poor.
One of the four segments dealt with the relationship
between evangelicals and American culture. Covered was
the growing phenomenon of the crossover of evangelical
music and books moving from purely religious categories
into the mainstream. Using examples of evangelical pas-

ignore the international community. Since evil has happened to us as Americans, she said, we have felt the

·-

Mary Jessup is an ordained Church of the Brethren pastor from Springfield, Ill.,
current ly se rving Buffa lo Hart Presbyterian Church.

~.. ABOUT THE SHOW: Religion & Ethics Newsweekly is aired on more than 250 PBS stations. The time it airs varies
.. from station to station. To see a listing of the station nearest you, or to view the program's on line access and
·,r esources, visit www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/.
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LETTERS
i:_~
The opinions expressed in "Letters" are not necessari-

Pontius' Puddle

ly those of MESSENGER. Readers should receive them in
the same way as when differing views are expressed
in face-to-face conversation.
Letters should be brief, clear, and respectful of the
opinions of others, with strong differences handled in
the spirit of Matthew 18. Preference is given to letters
that respond directly to items in MESSENGER.
Anonymous letters will not be considered.
Send letters to MESSENGER, Attn: Letters, 1451
Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or messenger@brethren.org.
Please include hometown and phone number.

Boots put face on tragedy
The 865 empty pairs of black combat
boots, vividly displayed against the sunbleached cement sidewalk outside the
Charleston, W.Va ., convention center
where this year's Annual Conference was
being held, was a moving tribute to
members of the American military who
have died so far in this conflict-and a
stark reminder of the folly of this war.
As I walked among the boots-each
bearing the name, age, rank, home state,
and date of death of a dead American soldier-I couldn't help but think that these
boots should be holding the warm, living,
breathing bodies of human beings. I
thought, too, that these 865 empty boots
represent only a small fraction of the total
number of military and civilian lives that
have actually been lost in this war, including many Iraqi children and their families.
That night, I had the privilege of lighting a candle and placing it beside a pair
of empty boots: Wilfred Bellard, age 20,
from Louisiana, killed April 4, 2003. I
wondered about this young man who
was no longer among us-who was he?
When I returned home, I went to the
Internet in hopes of learning more about
Wilfred. I entered his name and the
search resulted in numerous sites. The
first one I clicked on brought up a photo
of "Wil"-a handsome, wide-eyed young
man. I learned more about the person for
whom my candle burned; friends, family,
and military personnel had written messages to and about Wil. I added a message of my own, ending with a prayer for
peace in the hearts of those mourning
the loss of Wil and for peace on Earth.
Seeing a photo of Wil and reading
more about his life (he and his wife were
expecting their second child just weeks

Roma Jo & Jan hit
the 1·oad with
MtSSf~6fR. Do rou?
Join the thousands
of people from
coast to coast and
everywhere in between
who already receive
MESSENGER,
the official magazine
of the Church of the
Brethren, I I times
each year. Contact the
MESSENGER
representative m your
congregation ( save $3
per year with church
club rates!), or call
800-323-8039
ext. 24 7. You can also
visit us online, at
www.brethren.org/ genbd
/ messenger.
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after his death) made "my" pair of boots
come alive for me and reinforced my
belief that we must continue to work to
end this war and to prevent future wars.
"Loving God and Neighbor" has to be
more than a tidy conference slogan; it
has to become a way of life for us and
for all people.
Kim Ebersole
North Mancheste r. Ind .

Remember empty booties, too
Annual Conference in Charleston was a
moving experience. The display of 865
boots, one for each of the soldiers killed
in Iraq, was quite impressive.
But I left the conference still looking for
a display of 4,000 booties, one for each
of the babies slaughtered by abortion in
our country in just one day. We feel
empathy for the soldiers who died in the
prime of life and for their parents, siblings, sweethearts; but who is mourning
the babies who didn't have the opportunity to reach thei r prime or even their
birth, who died in excruciating pain without any means of defense?
They had no rifle, grenade, armored

For more information on the formation of
2005 cohort groups, contact:
Linda and Glenn Timmons, Coordinators, Sustaining Pastoral Excellence
Bethany Theological Seminary, 615 National Road West, Richmond, Indiana 47374
800-287-8822 , www.bethanyseminary.edu/academy.htm
E-mail: pastoralexcellence@bethanyseminary.edu

t

DISCOVERING 'IHE WORLD FOR 35 YEARS
2004TOURS
CANADIAN MARITIME PROVINCES (August 7-16)
SWISS GLACIER EXPRESS (August 9-24)
IRELAND (September 3-14)
SWISS-VOLHYNIAN MENNONITE HERITAGE
(September l 5-29)
LANDS of the BIBLE (September 17-30)
CHINA (October 3-19)
FALL FOLIAGE TOUR of NEW ENGLAND (October 4-10)
CHRISTMAS MARKETS in AUSTRIA and GERMANY
(December 1-8)

SMALL TOWN THEATRES and COUNTRY GARDENS
(July 26 - August l)
RUSSIA and UKRAINE (July 29 - August 12)

2006TOURS
AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND
(February 3-23)
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That's not us. But how about a spirited
and spiritual encounter with God's world
and its people?
Ecuadorian Amazon
January 3-13, 2005
$950
Rainforest, native people, Andes Mountains.
Guatemala, March 4-13, 2005
Volcanic vistas, poor but gracious people.

$550

Sudan, May 20-June 8, 2005
$1500
War-torn nation. Welcoming people. Vibrant
culture.
El Salvador, June 5-15, 2005
Environmental education focus.

2005 TOURS
SERVICE TOUR in SUNNY JAMAICA (January 21-30)
CHURCHES and SAFARIS in KENYA and TANZANIA
(February 13-24)
PARAGUAY SERVICE TOUR (Morch 31 · April 14)
TULIP TIME in HOLLAND (April 25 - May 4)
IN the FOOTSTEPS of the APOSTLE PAUL
(May 27 - June 12)
ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 8-20)
SWITZERLAND, FRANCE and GERMANY for GRANDPARENTS/GRANDCHILDREN/FAMILIES (June 14-21 )
SPECTACULAR SCANDINAVIA and its FJORDS
(June 17 - July l)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE (July 7-22)

Looking for a
Mission Trip?

$350

Honduras, July 10-20, 2005
$550
Live and work in a community. Visit Mayan Ruins.

"Building bridges among Mennonites and other Christians
around the world through custom-designed travel."

CALL 1-800-565-0451
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR
E-MAIL: ollice@tourmagination.com
WEB: www.tourmaginalion.com

9 Willow Street
Waterloo, ON N2J 1V6 Canada
Reg. #1567624

Denali National Park, Alaska
August 10-19, 2005
$450
Grizzlies. Mt. McKinley. Whales (SE Coast).
Arctic Village, Alaska
August 20-29, 2005
$800
Gwich'in community. Caribou culture. Spectacular.
'RT airfare not included. Can't go? Send a young
person-ask us how. For info or to register.
dradcliff@newcommunityproject.org; 888-800-2985.

l O11 Cathill Rood
Sellersville, PA 18960-1315
USA

New Community Project
www.newcommunityproject.org;
..turning the world upside down. " -Acts 17:6

LETTERS
I learned more about
the person for whom
my candle burned;
friends, family, and
military personnel
had written messages
to and about Wil. I
added a message of
my own, ending with
a prayer for peace.

vehicle, or even strength of muscle.
Where are the voices speaking out for
those who have no voice?
Celia Miller
Franklin, W.Va.

World needs words of Jesus
The letter about the movie Passion of the
Christ, by Ron Martin-Adkins [May 2004],
gave many good insights.
I very much agree that Jesus died
"because of our sins" and "not. for our
sins." I interpret the scriptures in the
Bible according to the teachings of
Jesus, and only him.
Don Snell's letter [July 2004] quoted
scriptures from Isaiah, 1 Corinthians,
Romans, and Revelation . He said these
scriptures contradicted Adkins' insights.
In my study of the Bible, I have never
found that Jesus said he had to die as a
sacrifice to God for forgiveness of our
sins. I do read in the prayer Jesus taught
us (Matt. 6:12), "Forgive us our sins as
we forgive others."
The world needs to hear the teachings
of Jesus, if they are to know the love and
will of God the Creator-not so much
crucifixion.
D.M. Narragon
North Liberty, Ind.

The Longing,
The Excitement,
The Wonder
of Ct,,ris-b

s bir-bt,, ~ai-bs ~tc

"Just as a baby's h eartbeat is evident long before birth,
Heaven's Heartbeat promised life long before Bethlehem:'
Robin Wentworth Mayer leads you through the time of expectant waiting
to the fulfillment of God's promise. You are invited to anticipate Jesus'
birth in devotion and wonder as the heartbeat grows stronger.

Or-tier- '1'h~ /.fecu-,/;bea); of 1-fea»ert.=
Devotions for Advert../; '1'hro~ E-piph(),fl<tJ
for ~tArself, ~tAr faJ1til<t3> or ~tAr ehtAreh.
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Brethren Press

1451 Dundee Avenue
Elgin, Illinois 60120-1694
phone 800-441 -3712
fax 800-667-8188
e-mail brethrenpress_gb@brethren.org

Item #8488 $2.00
Contact Brethren Press before
October 1st for possible discounts.

Building relationships.
Advancing your mission.
strategic visioning
fundraising campaigns
constituency relations
communications
Jerry Kennell Fort Collins, Colorado
Rich Gerig Phoenix, Arizona
Dan Hess Indianapolis, Indiana

Pat Swartzendruber Harrisonburg, Virginia

ADVANCEMENT
Associates
P.O. Box 2052

Fort Collins, Colorado 80522-2052

Don't believe global warming
The MESSENGER used to be called the
"Gospel Messenger," and brought messages of religious faith and action, but the

866-777-1606 toll free

www.advanassociates.com
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The Young Center for Anabaptist
and Pietist Studies congratulates

JEFF BACH
Professor of Brethren and Historical Studies
at Bethany Theological Seminary

Recipient of the 2004

Dale W. Brown Book Award
for Outstanding Scholarship
in Anabaptist and Pietiest Studies

Voices of the Turtledoves: The Sacred World of Ephrata
Published by The Pennsylvania State University Press in cooperation with
The Pennsylvania German Society, 2003

"The first satisfying explanation of the Ephrata C loister." - Donald F. Dumbaugh

Join us for
Professor Bach's
public lecture at
the Young Center
on October 21, 2004

Nominations for the 2005 Outstanding Book Award are due December 1, 2004.

Visit www.etown.edu/youngctr for details.

article by David Radcliff, "Hot enough for
Ya?" is still more of an agenda that we
hear streaming forth from the radical press
and is an unsupported propaganda that is
winning adherents among many who are
not acquainted with the full facts.
Th e UN Kyoto Treaty, signed by
President Clinton, but not approved by
Congress, would force the United States
(unilaterally) to do all the reductions (and
more) that were mentioned by David
Radcliff. And this without scientific proof!
This can be compared to the similar
statements made only a generation ago,
often by the same persons who are now
yelling about the "greenhouse effect."
Then the popular press was so very
concerned about a "Frozen Earth" or
"the coming Ice Age" that it was full of
the same concerned statements about
what men have done to cause it, and
what we personally and nationally
should do to alleviate or avoid it. This
has not happened and now it is the
opposite, a Heat Wave, which is similarly lacking in facts.
Thankfully some have done research on
the subject. The debris spewed into the
atmosphere by the explosion of the volcano Krakatoa in 1885 caused the world
temperature to plummet one-half degree.

CLASSIFIEDADS
We at Brethren Press would like to thank all the
volunteers who helped us out at Annual Conference.
To all of you who helped, from unloading the books
to helping customers, to tearing it all down at the
end, we are grateful for and humbled by your generosity. Thanks to each and every one of the
Brethren Press bookstore volunteers.
Vice President of Health Services. Hillcrest
Homes is a 400-resident CCRC and Church of the
Brethren facility in La Verne, California. Hillcrest
seeks Vice President of Health Services (Assisted
Living, Alzheimer, Skilled Nursing, and Residential
Living). Master plan includes significant and positive changes for Health Services. Candidate must
have excellent communication skills, leadership
abilities, and collaborative abilities. NHA required.
RCFE preferred. Resumes accepted until
Sept. 17, 2004. Contact Ralph McFadden, e-mail
Rmdadden_abc@brethren.org. Fax 847-742-5160.
Christian Tour to beautiful Hawaii featuring seven
nights in Waikiki and a two-night stopover in San

~
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Francisco with lodging at Fisherman's Wharf and an
exciting city tour. Jan. 31 thru Feb. 9, 2005. Hosted by
Church of the Brethren couple-both professional
travel agents for over seventeen years. Church service
on Sunday morning and optional Bible Study at the
beach. Airfare available from all major gateways.
Phone: 877-456-8769; e-mail jnljaunts@floodcity.net.
On the web at www.smallgrouptours.com.

Winter in Florida at The Palms Estates. A caring Christian retirement community 55 + SE of
Sebring. Heated pool, fishing on Lake lstokpoga,
golfing nearby, crafts, free citrus, shuffleboard,
club activities, adjacent church. Homes for sale,
lots for lease, RV sites. Call Agatha Johnson, 863655-1909. Write: PO Box 364, Lorida, FL 33857; email: thepalms@tnni.net. Visit www.cobnet.org/home/palms-estates.
Worship with us in Northern Virginia. Do you
know of someone living in, moving to, or visiting the
Virginia suburbs of Washington, D.c.? The people of
the Oakton Church of the Brethren warmly invite

everyone to join us Sunday mornings for church
school at 9:45 a.m. and worship at 11 :00 a.m.
Contact the church office at 703-281-4411, e-mail
oaktoncob@aol.com, or visit the church website at
www.oaktonbrethren.org for more information.

Loans and/or scholarships are available for
qualified Church of the Brethren students or
employees of a Church of the Brethren agency
preparing for a career in a health care profession .
This program is offered through the Association of
Brethren Caregivers. For qualifications to receive a
loan or scholarship, visit ABC's· website at
www.brethren.org/abc/. For more information,
contact Loans and Scholarships Coordinator Nancy
Miner at 847-742-5100, ext. 300, or e-mail nminer_abc@brethren.org.
Part-time pastor sought. Peaceful, southeast
Minnesota Root River Church of the Brethren, rura l
Preston, MN, is seeking a part-time pastor.
Housing is available. Interested applicants should
contact: Kathy Schoppers 507-765-3646.

LETTERS
It was explained that this was equivalent
to moving north 100 mil es. This brought
about those wonderful stories about skating o n the frozen rivers, lakes, and ponds
in the w inter. In 1946 (and some blame
the atomic bombs) the world temperature
went up one-half degree. We no longer
have our ice to skate on, nor the snows
for sledding. But that put us back where
we were a century before.

Scientists recognize that the earth has
an unstable temperature over long periods of time. We are now experiencing
changes and slight fluctuations that
caused some of what we now see-but it
will change again.
There are many "social concerns." We as
Christians are involved in many of them,
and the report of what we do in the name
of Christ is worthy of mention in the

(Gospel)

MESSENGER.

This article was not.
Merle C. Rummel
Boston, Ind.

CORRECTION
Due to incorrect information submitted to
MESSENGER, a 100th birthday celebrant was
listed incorrectly in the June issue. Agnes
Trent celebrated her 100th in February.

TURNING POINTS Please send information to be
included in Turning Points to Jean
Clements, 145 I Dundee Ave, Elgin,
IL 60 120; 800-323-8039 ext. 206;
jclements_gb@brethren.org. Information must be complete in order
to be published. Information older
than one year cannot be published.

New Members
Arcadia, Ind.: Tamara Ru lon,

Gavin Rulon
Bradford, Ohio: Chris Alexander,

Jim Jones, Angie Carine, Don
Painter, Judy Painter, Kenny
Clark, Tammy Obeidallah, Jo
Haines, Sonia Lehman
Champaign, Ill.: Jennifer Mangino
Chiques, Manheim, Pa.: Corey
Faus, Derek Spayd
Cincinnati, Ohio: Steve Brady,
Anke Pietsch, Kurt Smith,
Wendy Smith, Margaret
Witmer, Ben Walters
Columbia City, Ind.: Deanna
Beckner, Symantha Dull, Josh
Dull, Kammi Dull , Carmen
Metzger
Elizabethtown, Pa.: Alex Reinhold,
Christin Helwig, Harrison
Rhodes, Jessica Funck, Leanna
Kolanauski, Lindsey Shuler,
Paige Strayer, Philip Myers,
Cahlen Retherford, Caryn
Antes, Carley Rosenberger,
Lynne Bedenbaugh, Kirsten
Hayes, Richard Hoffer, Samuel
Hockley, Andrew Haldeman,
Sonia Barlet, Jason Good
Eversole, New Lebanon, Ohio:
Myrna Hayward, Bob
Hayward, Rajan Berkuche\,
Jared Crowe
Faith Community of the Brethren
Home, New Oxford, Pa.: Helen

Neufert, Shirley Grandia,
Emma Shue, Ethel Stambaugh,
Isobel Wetzel, Jean Z umbrum
Florin, Mount Joy, Pa.: Lisa Fritz
Free Spring, Mifflintown, Pa.:
Karen Lukens, Matthew Lauver,
Alison Smith, Jesse Hepner
Ivester, Grundy Center, Iowa:
Nick Kirkpatrick, Emmanuel
Lohitai, Felix Lohitai, Sara
Lohitai, Serena Lohitai, Becky
Patterson
Keyser, WVa.: Karol Ashenfelter,
Robert Mielecki, Chris
Orosco, Mark Orosco
Lebanon, Mount Sidney, Va.:
Matthew Cline, Samuel Cupp,
James McDowell , Matthew
Packer
Little Swatara, Bethel, Pa.: Linda

Bowman, Robin Himmelberger,
Madeline Hudson, Megan
Schneck, Lindsay Hetrick,
Melissa Bashore, Andrea
Showers, Karen Weinhold,
Colton Weinhold, Lianna Fisher,
Dane Haupt, Esther Fields,
Tyler Riegel, Michael Graby
Lower Claar, Claysbu rg, Pa.:
Susa n J. Citraro, Mickey
Citraro, Marli Swope, Kala
Swope, Luke Barnhart, Alexis
Albright, Rebecca Weyant,
Chelsea McCarty, Tyler Glass,
Jared Glass
New Paris, Ind.: Noble Coffing,
Karen Coffing, Cameron
Coffing, Abigail Coffing
Peoria, lll. : Marilyn Harshbarger
Philadelphia, First, Wyndmoor,
Pa. : Timothy Michael Bisset
Pleasant Dale, Decatur, Ind .:
Michele Arnold, Joshua
Burkhead, Mary Eichelberger,
Vance Eichelberger, Janice
Hamrick, Paul Hamrick
Pleasant View, Elida, Ohio: Dan
Strunk, Starla Strunk, Lenzy
Strunk, Michael Sexton,
Candy Hager, John Buckel\,
Aaron Bowyer, Andrew Freed,
Amanda Fincher
Richmond, lnd. : Todd Miller,
Susan Miller, Amy Gall Ritchie,
Curtis Healton, Valerie Healton
South Waterloo, Waterloo, Iowa:
Richard Oesterling, Phyllis
Oesterling
Spring Creek, Hershey, Pa.:
Jordan Alwine, Jonathan Meck,
Mary Schiavoni, Scott
Wootten, Lisa Haldeman,
Michael Blizzard, Katie Keller,
Shirley Smith, Katelyn Wenrich
Stanley, Wisc. : Clarence Grindle,
Laura Lewallen, Don
Gervojna, Carol Gervojna, Joe
Gervojna, Emma Cooley
Zion Hill, Columbiana, Ohio:
Thomas Jay Clark

Wedding
Anniversaries
Anderson, Charles and Bernice,

Uniontown, Pa. , 70
Campbell, David and Virgi nia,

Defiance, Ohio, 50
Caricofe, J. H. and Betty, Union

Bridge, Md ., 50
Davidson, Emerson L. and

Martha B., Sebring, Fla. , 50
Delk, Robert and Janet, Sebring,

Fla., 55
Duncan, Curtis and Rachel,

Mount Morris, Ill., 65

Embrey, Ashby and Ernestine,

Midland, Va. , 65
Fry, Clyde C. and Elsie,

Mansfield, Ohio 50

Griffith, M. Annice, 95,

Licensings

Linthicum, Md., July I
Hainsey, Viola M., 82 ,

Combs, Galen, Shen. Dist.

C\aysburg, Pa., May 19

Hardy, Richard and Roena,

Keeney, Wilson A., 92 , York, Pa .,

Sebring, Fla. , 50
Gingrich, Walter C. and Alice
Ruth, Sebring, Fla., 55
Hostetter, Earl and Pearl,
Goshen, Ind. , 65
Keplinger, Wayne and Dorothy,
Keyser, WVa., 50
Kiddy , Morris and Janet, Keyser,
WVa., 50
Miller, Earl and Grace, Mount
Aetna, Pa., 60
Parcell, Don and Helen , Goshen,
Ind., 50
Russell, Harry and Maxine, Troy,
Ohio, 60
Shaffer, Marlin and Dorothy,
Manheim, Pa., 60
Shoup, Irvin and Viva, Polk,
Ohio, 70
Thomas, Chester and Lois,
Oakwood, Ohio, 50
Tincher, Roy and Alberta,
Fayetteville, WVa ., 60
Wagner, Orval and Florence,
McPherson, Kan., 73
Wolgemuth, Pau l and Ruth,
Manheim, Pa., 55

June 19
Keim, Eunice, 92, Metamora,
Ill. , June 8
Kreider, Lester, 77, Mount Joy,
Pa. , Apri l I
Kruschwitz, Wilma E., 97,
Conrad, Iowa, March 14
Landis , Earl, 84, Bradford, Oh io,
May 15
Laughman, G. Bernard, 74,
Adams County, Pa. , June 25
Lehman, Ralph B. , Jr., 77, York
County, Pa., June I 6
Longcor, Coalter, 88, Goshen,
Ind. , July 5
Lotton, Charles, 68, Chino,
Cal if. , July I
Lotton, Joellen, 66, Chino, Calif. ,
July I
Miller, E. Wayne, 96, Keyser,
WVa., Nov. 15
Miller, Jay, 83, Conrad, Iowa,
June 18
Mouk, Curtiss Dean, 60,
Smithsburg, Md., June 24
Murphy, Granville B. , 68,
Seymour, Ind ., May 22
Ober, Jay G., 80, Lititz, Pa., June 19
Ort, Estella A. , IO I, Goshen,
Ind., June 22
Peterson , Marjorie A. , 74,
Cando, N.D., June 11
Petet, Lawrence Burton, 83,
Hollsopple, Pa ., June 2
Plank, Bunah Stutsman, 84,
Seattle, Wash. , June 14
Pry, Ethel, 92, Richfield, Pa. ,
June 12
Reeves, Leila Bulson, 86,
Jennings, La., March 30
Schlotterbeck, Anna C., 83 ,
Hagerstown, Md ., June 3
Showers, Lawrence H., 80, New
Oxford, Pa., June 20
Stewart, Anne K., 94, Orlando,
Fla. , May 25
Strausbaugh, Nellie Liller, 85,
Keyser, W.Va ., Jan. 22
Strine, Chester L., 82,
Gettysburg, Pa. , June 20
Sturtz, Donna, 5 I, Boiling
Springs, Pa., June 18
Sumpter, Lillie, 9 1, Goshen,
Ind ., April 14
Teegarden, Lillian S., 83, Bryan,
Ohio, June I
Thomas, Laura, 88, Oakwood,
Ohio, June 16
Whiteman, Mary Frances, 8 I ,
Keyser, W.Va. , Nov. 15
Zimmerman, Roger Miller, 83,
Hagerstown, Md., June 23

Deaths
Anderson, Alice, 96, Wellsburg,

Iowa, March 30
Bakker, Isabelle, 93, Eldora,

Iowa, June 26
Bashore, Esther Naomi, 80,

Bradford, Ohio, March 18
Bason, Helen, 99, Sebring, Fla.,

May 13
Bohrer, Donald, 77, Sebring,

Fla., June 14
Cripe, Marcile, 74, Goshen, Ind.,
June 2
Davis, Elsie Mae, 53, Keyser,
WVa., Sept. 11 , 2003
Dinnes, Fred, 76, Eldora, lowa,
April 22
Doster, Clyde, 62, Oakwood,
Ohio, June 2 7
Eller, John Raymond, 84,
Independence, Mo., June 5
Fisher, Hazel, 82, Columbia
City, Ind ., March 8
Fitz, Denton , 82, Lancaster, Pa. ,
June 6
Foster, Lucille, 88, Conrad,
Iowa, Nov. 28
Gentry, Thora, 93, Sebring, Fla.,
June 8
Gibbs, Dorothy N., 91, York,
Pa., June 29
Ginder, Marlene, 66, Mount Joy,
Pa., May 25

(Barren Ridge, Staunton, Va.),
June 27
Nunn, W il kie L., Mid-At\. Dist.
(Bush Creek, Monrovia, Md.),
June 6
Ulm, Adam, At\. N.E. Dist.
(Mount Zion Road, Lebanon,
Pa .), June 6

Ordinations
Fitzgerald, Nancy Betz, Mid-At\.

Dist. (Manassas, Va.), June 27
Liepelt, Paul, S. Ohio Dist.

(Cedar Grove, New Paris,
O hio) , May 9
Meeks, Patricia L., S. Ohio Dist.
(Oak.land, Bradford, Ohio),
May 23
Messler, Brian, S. Ohio Dist.
(Happy Corner, Clayton,
Ohio), May 23
Miley, Jeffrey B., At\. N.E. Dist.
(Lancaster, Pa.), June 20
Myers, Peter C. , Mid-At\. Dist.
(Frederick, Md.), May 16
Reist, Pamela, At\. N.E. Dist.
(Lititz, Pa.) , June 13
Van Buskirk, William, Mid-At\.
Dist. (Frederick, Md.), June 13

Placements
Mader, Ruby F., from interim to

pastor, Rummel, Windber,
Pa., July I
Miller, Richard, pastor,
Jennersville, West Grove, Pa. ,
June I
Sampson, Andrew, pastor,
Dundalk, Baltimore, Md. , July
16
Sutton, David C., from interim
to co-pastor, Old Furnace,
Ridgeley, W.Va. , July I
Tuttle, Jon McCay, pastor,
Prairie View, Scott City, Kan.,
June 20
Weaver, Bruce H ., pastor, Beaver
Dam, Union Bridge, Md., July 4
Weaver, Garnet Edward, co-pastor, Old Furnace, Ridgeley,
W.Va., July I
Wunderlich, Mervyn Albert, Jr .,
pastor, Faith Community o r
the Brethren Home, New
Oxford, Pa., July 12
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EDITORIAL

Glimpses of God

C

harleston, W.Va., is a much bigger city than it
first appears.
When I arrived in town before Annual Conference, I
learned that we still had some time before all our supplies would be unloaded from the truck. I decided to
pursue one of my hobbies: visiting state capitols. I like
to check out the architecture, the
various chambers, the unique
features . I do it any time I visit a
capital city, and I had never been
to Charleston before.
There was a map up in my
hotel room, but I decided to go
without it. I knew the capitol was
on the opposite side of downtown from the convention center,
and, besides, it had a huge gold
dome on top (293 feet tall,
according to the brochure)-how
hard could it be to find?
I kept asking myself that for the next half hour as I
wandered the streets of downtown, heading in what
felt like the right general direction. Finally I saw it-far,
far away. I could make out the sun glinting off the
golden dome. I pushed on in that direction.
With the contours of the land and the buildings in
between, however, I kept losing sight of the dome. The
problem wasn't so much the distance as the concern
that I might be veering off the path.
Periodically, though, the dome would
pop out again for a moment between
some trees or beyond a roof, assuring
me I was on the right track. As I got
closer, the glimpses became more frequent. Forty-some blocks after I started
(I lost count eventually), I finally reached
the capitol plaza.
Our journey as the Church of the Brethren feels similar sometimes. We keep trying to move forward, but
we struggle to find glimpses of God to assure us we're
headed in the right direction.
When we lose sight of God, we flounder, we panic,
we begin to doubt ourselves. We wonder if the trip is
worthwhile. We ask ourselves if there's a future.
The trip is much longer than a trek to the far side of

Charleston, but God gives assurance in Jeremiah 29:11
that, "I know the plans I have for you .... Plans to
prosper you and not to harm you. Plans to give you
hope and a future."
And along the way, we get glimpses of God to sustain us on the journey. I saw such glimpses at Annual
Conference in the stirring music of worship, in the random acts of kindness done by youth, in the passion of
our cross-cultural Brethren to be heard, in the grace
and wit with which our moderator led discussion, in a
25-year-old young adult who said she came to
Conference for the first time "to see what all the hype
was all about" and found renewed connections with
church family.
Amid the challenges, the divisions, declining membership, and the financial struggles, such glimpses
sustain and renew my faith in the church. God may
not always seem visible, but God is always present.
Sometimes other things just block our view and cloud
our vision.
Center fo r Anabaptist Church Leadership director
Jeff Wright says that when we are in tune with God's
will, we "see God's fingerprints everywhere." He was
talking specifically about church planting, but it could
just as well apply to any setting. When we're in proper
spiritual alignment, the glimpses of God seem to come
much more frequently.
Our moderator for 2005, Jim Hardenbrook, offered
us one way to fine-tune that alignment, challenging us
to spend time in the Gospels over the coming year.

God may not always seem visible,
but God is always present.
Sometimes other things just block
our view and cloud our vision.

-
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The "call to prayer" emphasized last year should also
remain at th e forefront of our life as a church community. Other spiritual disciplines, as shared at Renovare'
conferences around the country, can also aid us.
Seeking after God is a lifelong journey: often uphill,
frequently challenging, ultimately always rewarding.
As for my trip back from the capitol, though-I took
the trolley.-Ed. li!

-

COMING NEXT MONTH: Brethren and politics, m ission ventures in Brazil, World Mission
Offering, spiritual direction, book review, and more.
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''BRETHREN Convictions''

F

aith, peace, justice, and service are values espoused by the
Church of the Brethren and denominational institutions for
generations. Liz and Greg Bidgood Enders, graduates of
Elizabethtown College and Bethany Theological Seminary, have
embraced these values both academically and experientially. Just
as they view their education as a holistic journey, they see these
Brethren identity points as intertwined and mutually supportive as
they live out their witness as young leaders in the church, in the
global arena, and in the conflicts of everyday life.
Liz and Greg participated in Brethren Volunteer Service after
graduating from Elizabethtown in 1996, and then continued their
studies at Bethany. Their graduate education helped them
explore further how their future ministry might intersect with
faith, peace, justice, and service.
Following graduation from Bethany in 2000, Greg and Liz were
called to an urban ministry setting at the Mack Memorial
Church in Dayton, Ohio. Here, they have found plenty of
opportunities to express Brethren values at the congregational
and ecumenical level. They believe their efforts to share the gift
of their faith, wrapped in Brethren values, will continue to
produce positive results. "More and more people are getting to know
us, and understand who the Brethren are," Liz explains. "We are glad
we can be a part of the Brethren witness at Mack Memorial and in
Dayton at such a time as this ."

"Brethren Convictions" is characteristic of each Brethren College.
To learn more, check us out at our websites listed below!

Bridgewater College

Manchester College

Bridgewater, Virginia
www.bridgewater.edu

North Manchester, Indiana
www.manchester.edu

Elizabethtown College

McPherson College

Elizabethtown, Pe nnsylvania
www.etown.edu

McPherson, Kansas
www.mcpherson.edu

Juniata College

Bethany Theological Seminary

Huntingdon, Pennsylvania
www.juniata.edu

Richmond, Indiana
www.brethren.org/ bethany

University of La Verne

Brethren Colleges Abroad

La Verne, California
www.ulv.edu

Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania
www.bcanet.org

Brethren Colleges ... LEADING the Way

((,y

..1. ou show that you are a letter of Christ," the apostle Paul reminded the church at Corinth-a living letter "written
not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on _tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts" (2 Cor. 3:3).
You are a letter of Christ not only in your direct w itne ss, but in your support of the living letters the Church of
the Brethren exchanges with partner churches. Through the General Board, you help dispatch mission w orkers,
short- and long-term volunteers, disaster teams, workcampers, and participants in faith expeditions and sister church
delegations. Equally important, you help the Church of th e Brethren receive guest s from our partner churches.

l(eep the "letters)) flowing, letters "written on our hearts, to be known and read by all" (2 Cor. 3:2) by
giving to the World Mission Offering. Give in the spirit of the living God. Give in the name of Jesus.

World Mission Offering 2004
... exchanging living letters oJ love
Church of the Bret hren Ge ne ra l Boa rd, 1451 Dundee Ave. , Elgin, IL 60 120, 800-323-8039

Top row, I. to r.: Marcos and Suely lnhauser in Brazil; Peggy and Jeff Boshart (to the right) with microloan recipients in the Dominican Republic; Merlyn Kettering and Haruun
Ruun in Sudan. Lower row, Nancy and Irvin Heishman in the Dominican Republic; Bob and Carol Krouse in Nigeria; Julie Kult and Tony Banout (at left) with friends in Guatemala.

