


long Sleeve Tee 
Classic, 100% cotton long-sleeved tee with Church 

of the Brethren across chest and stylized cross logo 

between shoulder blades on shirt back. Perfect for 

winter or any cool day. Colors - red sh irt with navy 

print, navy shirt with w hite print, and grey sh irt with 

black print. Sizes - S, M, L, XL, XXL. $1 5.00. 
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logo Tee 
This tee helps you make the statement that you are 

Church of the Brethren. Short sleeve shirt from 100% 

cotton features denominational name and cross logo on 

left chest. Colors - black with white and Carolina blue 

print, yellow with navy and Carolina blue print, grey with 

Carolina blue and whit print, and light blue with Carolina 

blue and white print. Sizes - S, M, L, XL, XXL. $12.50. 

Speak Peace long Sleeve Tee 
Do justice. Speak peace. Wear shirt. This w hite, 

long sleeve tee is made from 1 00% cotton and 

features Speak Peace dove on the front, and 

Speak Peace logo and inspirational words pray 

peace, sing peace, make peace, live peace on 

shirt back. Sizes - S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL. $1 6.00 

To order, phone 800-441-3712, fax 800-667-8188 or emai l brethrenpress_gb@brethren.org . 
Or order online at www.brethrenpress.com. 
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ONTHECOVER 

This year's General Board Christmas Offering carries 
the theme "A Child of Hope." It is based on Isaiah 9:6-7, 
where the coming of the Prince of Peace is promised. 

As a church that continues the work of Jesus, we 
seek to carry that hope in word and action into the 
darkness of today's world. Beginning on page 12 are 
stories of the ways that General Board ministries live 
out that mission. 

The cover artist is Gwen M. Stamm of Scottdale, Pa., 
who also did the Easter cover for the April issue. About 
this month's cover, Gwen writes: "Penning an uncial 
style of lettering and adding papyrus, which surrounds 
the child's face, is my attempt to symbolize the extraor
dinary and ultimate love of God being borne out of 
earthiness and simplicity-essentially the ordinary." 

12 Stories of light 
From prayers of children on a Kids' Wall at 
Annual Conference, to the experiences of a 
BVSer teaching English in the Dominican 
Republic, to the testimony of a Disaster Child 
Care worker-these stories show how min
istries of the Church of the Brethren General 
Board bring a message of hope to the world. 

16 Global Women's Project at 25 
Born in a moment of inspiration during a 
women's gathering in 1978, the Global 
Women's Project has been faithfully working 
ever since to improve the plight of women 
around the world. The vision is one of "Giving 
birth to a new world." 

22 The other babies 
When Herod ordered the slaughter of all boys 
in his attempt to kill Jesus, innocents were 
murdered. The story is a reminder that not all 
is well at Christmas, but God's reality remains. 
A meditation by Paul Mundey, pastor of the 
Frederick (Md.) Church of the Brethren. 

24 2003 annual index 
A helpful listing of the contributors, congrega
tions, names of people, and subjects covered 
in MESSENGER this year. 
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FROM THE PUBLISHER 

r.-: daUy newspape, can be a ,;sky tMng to leave ly;ng amund when 1 ~:u have a young child in the house, because the photos and articles 
provoke questions that are hard to answer. They're hard enough for adults. But 
how do you explain to a seven-year-old why parents in some countries feel com
pelled to sell their children into slavery and prostitution? How do you explain 
bombs that kill families? The reality of homelessness in the most powerful 
nation in the world? 

Torn between responding honestly to a child who can read the harsh words but 
not always understand their meaning, and protecting her innocence a little while 
longer, I explain the grimmer realities of the world as gently as I can. The answers 
sometimes cause her to weep, and her most frequent theological question is a vari
ation on the age-old lament, "Why does God allow people to suffer?" 

It is not hard to see that there's a disparity between the front-page news and 
the cheery trappings of the Christmas season-the same disparity, perhaps, that 
we find between the worshipful welcome offered to the Christ child by the Magi 
and the brutal response wielded by Herod. In his Christmas meditation (p. 22), 
Paul Mundey asks us to ponder "the other babies of Bethlehem," those inno
cents who are also part of the Christmas story. 

The world is full of Rachels weeping for their children. In this 25th year of the 
Global Women's Project (p. 16), my memory returns to a visit 14 years ago to 
Olongapo, near Subic Bay in the Philippines, where I met "hospitality women" 
forced into servitude by poverty. At that time GWP was helping fund a program 
that offered these women support through health information, English lessons, 
child care, and other practical assistance. 

There I interviewed Lily, who had left home five years earlier to earn money 
to pay off her father's hospital bill of about $250. She had cared for both her 
parents before their deaths. A job as a cashier degenerated into forced prostitu
tion, and she ended up with a baby. Her hope was to return home so that two 
year-old Elaine would not have to grow up in Olongapo. We can be grateful if 
GWP's assistance helped in some small way for Lily and Elaine to make a new 
life for themselves. 

Hope and horror-they exist side by side in our world, just as they did 2,000 
years ago when God sent a Savior. We must not turn aside from the horror that we 
see around us . Neither should we forget that at Christmas God gave birth to hope. 
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INTOUCH 

Iowa family finds 
a new church home 
The studs of the old Church of the Brethren south of 
Elkhart, Iowa, had absorbed the laughter of children, 
hymns of the congregation, sermons of preachers, and 
sobs of mourners since 1888. But 80 years later the 
building went silent. 

The last service in the old building was in August 1968. 
Then the congregation migrated to its new building in 
Ankeny. Today the old meetinghouse has been refur
bished into a spacious home for Kirk and Traci McBee 
and their two sons, Dillon, 6, and Cole, 3. 

"I fell in love with the front doors the first time Kirk 
showed it to me," Traci says. "I pictured in my mind how 
beautiful they must have been years ago. But, I have to 
admit, I had no idea what we were about to get our
selves into." 

The church was originally one large room with a seat
ing loft. The seating loft was converted into the master 
bedroom with a walk-in closet and bath. The main floor 
now includes a den, kitchen, bedroom, and bathroom. 

Kim and Traci McBee and their sons, Dillon, 6, and Cole, 3, stand in 
the center of the old Ankeny (Iowa) Church of the Brethren 

sanctuary, which is now their living room. 

"We've really been touched by the support and 
encouragement from church members," Traci says. 
"They have provided us with pictures and historical 
information and artifacts from the church to display in 
our home."-Ankeny Press Citizen 

Ohio children build a 
worship service 

The Troy (Ohio) Church of the Brethren 
entrusted their Sunday worship service 
to their children, ages 4-11. 

The children built a cardboard 
church- 10 feet tall complete with 
stained glass windows, wooden pews, 
and an altar with a wooden cross. They 
painted their church one Sunday and 
made altar curtains the next. Hammers 
were swinging to make the wooden 
pew benches. And finally, plastic and 
markers appeared to make the stained 
glass windows. 

The theme of "mercy" was chosen. 
Songs were selected, scriptures cho
sen, and the bulletin cover selected. 
Special music from their favorite 
VeggieTales movie, Jonah, was cho-

The children of the Troy Church of the 

Brethren and the ir advisers spent weeks 

preparing to lead a worship service. 

sen. The children took turns saying 
prayers, reading scripture, and intro
ducing songs and hymns. A skit was 
written to illustrate Matthew 18:23-35. 

The children learned how much 
effort it takes to put a service together 
and what each part of the service 

means (the important part of this 
learning project). 

After eight weeks of hard work, many 
prayers, and lot of support from Pastor 
Sheila Shumaker, they were ready. The 
Sunday service was a big success. 
-Carol Jackson 

Messenger December 2003 



INTOUCH 

Remembered 

Robert S. (Bob) Zigler died 
Sept. 13 in Washington, DC. 
He was born in Elgin, Ill., April 
16, 1920, to Amy (Arnold) and 
Michael Robert (M. R.) Zigler. 
He was a graduate of 
Manchester College. As a 

Robert S. Zigler 

result of his 
Church of 
the Brethren 
upbringing, 
he chose to 
be a consci
entious 
objector 
during 
World War 
II. As alter
native serv
ice he 

served as administrator for the 
Brethren Service Committee. 
Bob joined Heifer Project 
(where he was a "seagoing 
cowboy") in 1946. 

Later in the same year Bob 
began work with Church World 
Service. In 1951, he rejoined 
Heifer Project as an administra
tor. From 1961 to 1985, Bob 
worked for the US Agency for 
International Development in 
Saigon, Vietnam; Subic Bay, 
Philippines; Washington, DC; 
Ghana; and Upper Volta. 

After he retired in 1985, he 
served as docent at the 
Smithsonian's African Art 
Museum. Bob was an expert 
on African art and has donated 
many African masks and other 
pieces to museums and col
leges all over the world. Bob's 
love for, and involvement with 
the arts of Washington, DC, 
was well known.-Phil Jones, 
director, Brethren 
Witness/Washington Office 

Christina Beni, 92, died Aug. 
17, in Dallas Center, Iowa. She 

Kaye Edwards speaks on "Listening 

and leading with the heart." 
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was a member of the Dallas 
Center Church of the Brethren. 

Christina had lived in Dallas 
Center for the past 52 years, 
since she had come there as an 
immigrant from postwar 
Europe, aided by the Church of 
the Brethren. The July 1999 
MESSENGER tells the story of 
how Christina was living in a 
refugee camp in Vienna, 
Austria, when she was reunited 
with her husband, who had 
been a prisoner of war. She 
went in search of warm clothes 
for her husband and found 
some that had been bundled by 
Brethren in the United States. In 
a vest pocket she found the 
card of Church of the Brethren 
member Will Ickes of Dallas 
Center, Iowa, and wrote a letter 
to thank him for the clothes. He 
eventually helped bring 
Christina and her family to set
tle in Iowa. As she told her 
remarkable story to MESSENGER, 
Christina said, "God's hand is 
always over us! It sure is!" 

Christian education 
means 1 Sharing the 
Good News!' 

The Lebanon Church of the 
Brethren, Mt. Sidney, Va., and 
the General Board's 
Congregational Life Team-Area 
3 cosponsored a Christian edu-

cation training event called 
"Sharing the Good News!" 
People from 14 congregations 
attended the Sept. 28 event. 

Kaye Edwards, director of 
Family and Children's 

. Ministries for the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ), 
was the plenary speaker and 
focused on "Listening and 
leading with the heart" (Jer. 
31:31-34). 

Participants could choose 

from among 10 workshops 
with topics ranging from age
related teaching and learning 
experiences to special interest 
issues. A resource packet was 
given to each attendee, and 
curriculum/ resource displays 
and Brethren Press book sales 
added to the possibilities for 
stimulation and 
conversation.-Julie Hostetter, 

coordinator, Area 3 

Congregational Life Team 

Volunteers from 10 churches 
staff new SERRV store 

A couple among the steady stream of customers entering a 
new SERRV store in Hershey, Pa., couldn't wait to check out the 
new shopping experience. 

"Is this the store you were talking about?" the man asked. 
"Yes!" the woman with him replied. "Oh, look at that!" she added 
excitedly, pointing to a wall hanging and hurrying to the display. 

Before long a member of the Palmyra Church of the Brethren 
had joined them, telling them about SERRV's work as a non
profit alternative trade organization and about the Church of the 
Brethren. SERRV, now independent, was started by the denomi
nation in the mid-20th century. It sells a variety of crafts and 
other items produced by people in developing nations. 

The new Hershey venture is being operated by the denomi
nation 's Atlantic Northeast District. Volunteers from 10 area 
Church of the Brethren congregations are staffing tl)e store, 
which opened Oct. 1 in the Hershey Outlets adjacent to the 
tourist mecca of Hersheypark. Organizers are hoping for results 
as sweet as the chocolate for which the town is known. 

"Business has been good," says store manager Tona 
Gabbard, a Lutheran brought in for her retail experience. "We're 
really pleased with how it's taking off. Lots of people say, 'We'll 
be back for Christmas."' Word-of-mouth among the district's 
churches has helped to generate interest, and two area TV sta
tions did coverage on the store's opening day. That's been good 
news for Atlantic Northeast, which will use profits from the store 
to fund district church development efforts.-Walt Wiltschek 



Panther Creek marks 
150 years 

The Panther Creek Church of 
the Brethren, Roanoke, Ill., was 
established Oct. 23, 1852, when 
James R. Gish and George 
Gish were chosen as ministers. 
The original congregation had 
13 members, including the 
Gish brothers. This year it cele
brated its first 150 years. 

The congregation met in a 
home for four years. When the 
kitchen got too small they met 
on the porch. Then they wor
shiped in a schoolhouse until 
1856, when the present sanctu
ary was built for $1,500 on 
land purchased for $60. By the 
time the building was finished 
it was already too small, and 
many in the congregation of 
200 had to stand outside and 
listen through open windows. 

The church hosted 
Illinois/Wisconsin district meet
ings in 1871, 1873, 1904, 1926, 
and 1933. Although Panther 

Panther Creek's 1856 meetinghouse. 

Creek does not have as many 
members as it once did, cur
rent members say it is just as 
strong in its commitment to 
the Lord.-Margaret Yordy 

BVS unit has 50th 
anniversary reunion 

Brethren Volunteer Service Unit 
20, which went through orienta
tion in September 1953, marked 
its 50th anniversary with a 
reunion Sept. 12-14 at Camp 

Alexander Mack in Indiana. Of 
the original 44 BVSers in the 
unit, 20 were present for the 
reunion. Each was interviewed, 
answering questions about 
how they have kept the BVS 
spirit alive for a half century. 

The group held a memorial 
service for the eight members 

who have died, and for Ivan 
Fry, who led the group's nine
week orientation at New 
Windsor, Md. Annual 
Conference moderator Chris 
Bowman visited the reunion. 

Adding to the joy of the gath
ering was the presence of Fran 
Clemens Nyce, who assisted 

with the unit's orientation, and 
Dorotha Fry Mason, widow of 
Ivan Fry. Ten members of the 
unit who were unable to attend 
the reunion submitted material 
for the booklet of biographical 
information produced by the 
reunion committee.-Dean and 

Janet Kagarise 

BVS volunteers head for work assignments 

The Brethren Volunteer Service Unit 257 received orientation training Sept. 28 to Oct. 17 at Joyfield Farm, 
North Manchester, Ind. The volunteers, their hometowns, and their work assignments are listed below. 

Seated on grass in front: Dana Johnson, Chicago, to Women in Black, Serbia; Maja Nowak, 
Auburn, N.Y., to Germanwatch, Germany. 

Seated on bench: Jamee Eriksen, Linville, Va., to San Antonio (Texas) Catholic Worker House; Josef 
Harle, Germany, to Camp lthiel, Gotha, Fla.; Florian Sieglitz, Germany, to Gould Farm, Monterey, 
Mass.; Kayla Kauffman, Middlebury, Ind., to Dove Inc., Decatur, 111.; Shalon Atwood, BVS staff. 

Third row. Paige Briggs, Miles City, Mont., to Community Family Life Services, Washington, 
D.C.; Kristine Werthwein, Alta Loma, Calif., to School of the Americas Watch, Washington, D.C.; 
Jana Schwering, Germany, to Bering Omega, Houston, Texas; Natalie Schmidt, Pleasant Hill, Iowa, 
to Oakland (Calif.) Catholic Worker House; Margo Miller, Milford, Ind., to Bridgeway, Lakewood, 
Colo.; Beth Rhodes, Roanoke, Va., to General Board Youth/Young Adult Ministries, Elgin, Ill. 

Fourth row. Bryan Lucore, Springfield, Mo., to Decade to Overcome Violence, Church of the Brethren 
Witness/Washington Office, Washington, D.C.; Jon Wyrick, McGaheysville, Va., to San Antonio (Texas) 
Catholic Worker House;Timo Koenigsmarck, Germany, to San Antonio (Texas) Catholic Worker House; 
Abbie Miller, Milford, Ind., to Kilcranny House, Northern Ireland; Sarah Farahat, Lombard, Ill., to 
National Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, Washington, D.C.; Karen Roberts, BVS staff. 

Back row: Thomas Burnell, Clarksville, Mich., to Brethren Woods Keezletown, Va.; Michael 
Collins, Palmyra, Pa., to Witness for Peace, Washington, D.C.; Will Hawk, Harrisonburg, Va., to San 
Antonio (Texas) Catholic Worker House; Sarah Alex, Germany, to Hopewell Inn, Mesopotamia, 
Ohio; Rich Sharkey of Homestead, Pa., to CooperRiis, Mill Spring, N.C. 
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NEWS 

District Executives lead 
discussion of ecclesiology 

What does it mean to be the 
church? What is the church's 
meaning and purpose? The 
denomination's Council of District 
Executives is leading a drive to 
address these key questions. 

The council initiated the current 
discussion at its February 2003 
meetings, and continued brain-

storming through the spring on 
the need for a consultation on 
ecclesiology. When the full council 
met again prior to Annual 
Conference, it passed a 
"Statement of Concern" that 
noted the mistrust, fragmentation, 
and lack of a common vision 
members of the council observed 
in the denomination. 

It cited the "proliferation of spe
cial-interest groups" in the Church 

of the Brethren, the suspicion of 
denominational institutions, and 
the tendency for people to carry 
their agendas onto a soapbox at 
Annual Conference and elsewhere. 

The council sent an invitation to 
all Annual Conference agencies to 
join in a planning meeting held at 
Bethany Theological Seminary in 
Indiana Sept. 4-5. Representatives 
of the Association of Brethren 
Caregivers, Bethany, the General 
Board, and On Earth Peace attend
ed. The other agencies are expect
ed to send representatives for 
future meetings, and the 
Committee on Higher Education 
and the Cross-Cultural Ministries 
Team have been invited to do so. 

The September meeting began 
by focusing on two areas: the con
cerns about the church that each 
of the representatives brought, 
and those things that created feel
ings of optimism or affirmation. 

board that the agency remains "a 
financially solid organization." 

General Board chair Donna Shumate and vice chair Glenn Mitchell relax during a break in business. 

The 2003 budget was running 
only slightly behind projections 
through the end of September, but 
the 2004 General Ministries Fund 
budget had to be raised $37,000, to 

Finances challenge General Board 
during generally quiet fall meeting 

The Church of the Brethren General Board faced a light agen
da and few decisions to make as it met Oct. 18-21 in Elgin, Ill. 

Only issues related to the agency's 2004 budget required 
action by the board, chaired by Donna Shumate of Southeastern 
District. Otherwise, the fall agenda instead was filled with wor
ship, updates, reports, forums, and 
opportunities for fellowship, conversa
tion, and discernment. 

In the budget discussion, financial fig- ~ i--,._ ......... 

ures continued to raise caution flags. 
General Board treasurer/chief financial 
officer Judy Keyser acknowledged that 
challenges lie ahead but assured the 

General Board members Vickie Whitacre 

Samland of Western Plains District and 

Jeff Neuman-Lee of Northern Plains 

discuss ideas at the board's fall meeting. 
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$5,263,000, due to sharply increasing medical insurance 
costs and other adjustments. Board members authorized an 
additional $50,000, if needed, to meet the insurance 
increase. 

Wil Nolen of Brethren Benefit Trust, which administers the 
insurance plan, said the estimated 39 percent increase comes 
due to "extraordinarily high" claims in the first three quarters 
of 2003. He warned that another boost in premiums may be 



Consultation convener Mark Flory 
Steury, executive minister of 
Southern Ohio District, said "a lot 
of excitement was generated." 

The meeting continued by delv
ing into more details for the con
sultation, with the "broad intent ... 
to help bring about the renewal of 
the church." Participants created a 
timeline in which preparation will 
continue through spring 2005, fol
lowed by a denomination-wide 
"launching event" that spring, 
regional events in spring 2006, 
and a denomination-wide "culmi
nating event" in spring 2007. 

Flory Steury noted in a presenta
tion to the General Board that the 
last denomination-wide conversa
tion about the church occurred 
more than 40 years ago, in 1960. 
That meeting, he said, shaped 
much of the structure and polity of 
the church as it exists today. 

While the 1960 gathering 

involved only a collection of church 
leaders, the council hopes this new 
thrust can involve the entire 
denomination. Several task groups 
already have been formed, with 
some initial discussion of resources 
and tools to aid the process. The 
planning committee will next meet 
Jan. 15-16, again at Bethany, to 
develop the plans in more detail. 

Brethren affected by 
California wildfires 

Disaster struck close to home for 
some Brethren this fall as wild
fires burned in southern 
California. The fires came close to 
La Verne, where the Pacific 
Southwest District office, Hillcrest 
Homes, and the University of La 
Verne are located, in late October. 
"It was was raining ash for sever-

al days," said district executive 
Bryan Boyer, who lives in nearby 
Claremont. 

Highways provided firebreaks to 
keep the flames north of the city, 
but numerous homes in the sur
rounding hills-including those of 
at least two La Verne Church of 
the Brethren members-were 
destroyed. Staff at Camp La Verne 
in Angelus Oaks, Calif., were 
under mandatory evacuation as a 
new fire began near Barton Flats. 

The Church of the Brethren 
Emergency Response office 
received a request for the 
Disaster Child Care program to 
set up a care center in La Mesa, 
near San Diego, with the possibil
ity of additional centers opening. 
A $5,000 Emergency Disaster 
Fund grant was approved to sup
port this response, and the office 
was on alert to respond to 
other needs and requests. 

necessary on July 1. 
The 2004 budget, which board members approved, 

includes a shortfall of $231,000 to be covered by funds 
that had been set aside for other special projects. This 
"patch" was approved to prevent further staff cuts in the 
coming year, and to give the board time to increase 
funding or weigh other alternatives. 

ness session also began with devotions 
built around the theme "For Everything ... 
There is a Season," from Ecclesiastes 3. 

Board members, staff, and visitors spent another after
noon gathered in forum discussions to share thoughts 
around some of the questions before the board. Topics 
covered included ministry priorities, funding issues, 
office location, and the needs of the larger church. 

In other business, Kevin King of Mennonite Central 
Committee discussed the work his organization is 
doing to rebuild schools in war-torn Iraq. While no for
mal action was taken at this meeting, the General 
Board plans to engage in a cooperative venture with 
MCC to carry out the rebuilding. Plans for that effort 
will be announced soon. It will build on previous 
General Board gifts to ministries in Iraq through 
Church World Service's "All Our Children" campaign 
and other endeavors. 

Citations were read for outgoing staff Glenn 
Timmons (Congregational Life Ministries) and John and 
Janet Tubbs (Global Mission Partnerships, Nigeria), 
while employees were honored for tenure milestones 
at an afternoon reception. 

Worship services opened and closed the meetings, 
with an additional service Sunday morning. Each busi -

The Executive Committee, meeting 
on Oct. 17, affirmed the appointments 
of Brandy Fix to the Committee on 
lnterchurch Relations and Nelda 
Rhoades Clarke as a World Council of 
Churches representative. Jay Carter 
and Tim Harvey were named to the 
board's Audit and Investment 
Committee, Vickie Whitacre Samland to 
the Personnel Relations Committee, and 
Jaime Diaz to the Companeros en 
Ministerio board. Executive 
Committee members also 
approved a new 
$30,000 Emergency 
Disaster Fund grant 
to Liberia. 

General Board 

Funding director Ken 

Neher cooked up a 

creative report to the 

board at its fall 

meeting in Elgin, Ill. 



NEWS 

Quarterback Craig: At the Atlantic Northeast 

District conference, the board and staff used a 

football motif to report on the district's activities 

over the past year, noting all the team's different 

"players" that make the ministry possible. Here 

district executive Craig Smith puts on his old 

Manchester College jacket as he passes 

miniature footballs to the audience. 

On Earth Peace board 
reorganizes, looks at 
endowment, expansion 

The On Earth Peace board of directors 
and staff used the theme "Life-affirm
ing Choices" as it met Sept. 26-27 in 
New Windsor, Md. 

The 2003-2004 executive committee 
was reorganized with Bev Weaver as 
chair; Tom Leard Longenecker, vice 
chair; Lauree Hersch Meyer, secretary; 
Charles Kwon, treasurer; and Ken 

Frantz and Doris Abdullah, at-large. 
The agency's financial report, given 

just days before the end of the fiscal 
year, showed a close balance of 
income and expense. A budget of 
$430,000 for fiscal year 2004 was 
adopted, reflecting anticipated pro
gram expansion in the coming year in 
response to requests and rising 
expectations from the denomination. 
Other highlights included the following: 

• The executive committee brought 
questions and concerns regarding the 

Small Membership/Rural Church team aims 
for •transformation' of the church 

The recently renamed Small Membership/Rural Church Leadership Team met in 
mid-October at the General Offices in Elgin, Ill., setting some ambitious plans for 
the future. 

A large gift from an anonymous donor has set up a source of funding for the 
group, which hopes to "transform the Church of the Brethren" by sharing 
resources, celebrating God's work in small and rural churches, and changing the 
mindset by which those ministry settings are viewed. 

The team set goals of creating at least seven "mini-conferences" on small and 
rural church ministry in district and regional areas in 2004. Each will aim to address 
local issues, with a second round of conversations a year later. Another eight mini
conferences are envisioned for 2005, and 10 for 2006. Districts are being invited to 
set dates for the gatherings. 

In addition, the team is working on major eastern and western conferences "in 
the near future," as well as on creating a website and finding additional funding. 
Other goals include having better trained full- or part-time pastors in rural and 
small-membership congregations, and working toward a denominational state
ment that would provide "appropriate strategies" for renewal and transformation
al ministry in these contexts. 

Team members are Mary Jane Button-Harrison, Ray Barkey, Les Cooper, Chuck 
Cupp, Rick Koch, Roger Schrock, and Don Willoughby. Congregational Life Team 
member Jim Kinsey serves as General Board liaison to the team. 



distribution of endowment assets and a 
modification to the endowment policy, as 
well as a proposal to create a finance com
mittee to provide assistance to the staff 
and board in financial matters such as 
endowments and investments. The board 
accepted the proposal, naming board and 
non-board members to the committee. 

• Co-director Bob Gross reported the 
Roots and Branches development cam
paign, which will support expansion of 
programs in conflict transformation and 
peace education, has reached 75 percent 
of its goal. Visits and contacts will be 
completed by the end of 2003. 

• The personnel committee asked dis
trict and denominational leaders to par
ticipate in a performance review of the 
co-executive directors, and the evaluation 
was very positive. These leaders were 
also invited to offer an evaluation of the 
organization, which resulted in thought
ful responses that the board and staff will 
consider further. 

• lime was spent reviewing and generat
ing ideas regarding the Call for a Living 
Peace Church approved by Annual 
Conference. The staff of On Earth Peace and 
the Brethren Witness/ Washington Office 
will draw from these ideas as well as others 
being generated to provide resources and 
guidance in answering this call. 

• A planning team of board and staff 
was formed to prepare for On Earth 
Peace's 30th anniversary celebration in 
2004. This will include regional events 
featuring concerts by the original JOYA 
(Journey of Young Adults) team and 
workshops for youth and adults. 

ABC board adopts goals, 
works on budget and staffing 

During its meeting Sept. 25-27, the 
Association of Brethren Caregivers (ABC) 
board completed the first cycle of its 
Vision and Planning Process-which 
began in March 2001-by adopting a 
document entitled "Strategic Goals, 
Objectives, and Action Steps." 

"Strategic Goals, Objectives, and 

Action Steps" sets in place an action plan 
for the next three years which, according 
to policy, will be reviewed, revised, and 
extended each year under the guidance 
of the Vision and Planning Committee. 

Also during the meeting, the board 
considered and adopted a balanced oper
ating budget for the coming year. 
Through realignment of staff responsibili
ties and attention to program priorities, 
ABC will enter 2004 with its first balanced 
budget in seven years. 

In executive session, the board consid
ered matters related to the transition of 
leadership from Steve Mason, who will 
conclude his service as executive director 
at the end of 2003. The executive com
mittee is serving as the search committee 

for a new executive. 
The board called new leadership to 

begin on Jan. 1. Sue Moore, executive 
director of Good Samaritan Hospice, 
Roanoke, Va., will begin a two-year term 
as chair of the ABC board. Wally Landes 
of Palmyra, Pa., was called to serve two 
years as chair-elect, followed by two years 
as chair. Eddie Edmonds of Martinsburg, 
W.Va., was re-elected by the board to a 
second term and called to the position of 
treasurer and chair of the finance commit
tee. Brian Black of Ephrata, Pa., and 
Connie Burk Davis of Westminster, Md., 
will join Moore, Landes, and Edmonds on 
the executive committee. Gayle Hunter 
Sheller of Springfield, Ore., was called to 
complete an unexpired term. 

During the annual recognition dinner, 
retiring board members Joe Schechter, Jim 
Tomlonson, and Bentley Peters were hon
ored for their service. Mason was also rec
ognized for his six years as director. Peters, 
chair of the board, announced that the 
board is establishing an endowed fund in 
Mason's honor. 

In other business, the board affirmed 
new steering committee members for the 
Brethren Chaplains Network, 
Denominational Deacon Ministry, and 
Older Adult Ministry; and learned the 
organization's year-to-date financial posi
tion for 2003 is better than budgeted, 
although still in a deficit situation. 

The new Small Membership/Rural Church Leadership Team came up with an ambitious 

schedule of events as it met in October at the General Offices in Elgin, Ill . Team members 

are, front row, left to right: Chuck Cupp, Mary Jane Button-Harrison, Ray Barkey, and Don 

Willoughby. Back row: Les Cooper, Roger Schrock, Rick Koch, and Jim Kinsey. 
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NEWS 

UPCOMINGEVENTS 

Dec. 2 -5 Ecumenical 
Stewardship Center leader
ship event, San Antonio, Texas 

Dec. 5-7 Decade to 
Overcome Violence training 
event, New W indsor (Md.) 
Conference Center 

Dec. 7 General Board 
Christmas offering emphasis 

Jan. 18-25 Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity 

Jan. 18-Feb. 14 Global 
Mission Partnerships Nigeria 
workcamp 

Jan. 18-Feb. 20 Brethren 
Volunteer Service Unit 258, 
Camp lthiel, Gotha, Fla. 

Feb. 1-4 Council of District 
Executives w inter meet ing, 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Feb. 7-8 Mission and 
Ministries Planning Council, 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Feb. 9-13 Brethren Volunteer 
Service retreat, Gotha, Fla. 
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Rally in Washington Approximately 100 members of the Church of the Brethren participated in a 

peaceful rally in Wash ington, D. C., on Oct. 25, seeking to end the current war in Iraq and supporting the 

return of US troops. Between 10,000 and 20,000 gathered on the National Mall in a "March on 

Washington." Right: Phil Jones, director of the Brethren Witness/Washington Office, and his staff 

helped to organize a visib le Brethren p resence at the event. 

Ohio camp enters into 
lease of its facilities 

A new chapter has begun for 
Woodland Altars in Sout hern 
Ohio District after the district 
board voted th is summer to 
lease the outdoor ministry cen
ter and its facilities for a 10-
year period. 

The lease is to local busi
nessman Robin Waddell, w ho 
will operate the outdoor educa
tion programs, chalet and 
lodge rentals, and other public 
uses, with expansion of 
Woodland Altars' recreational 
camping area and cam psites. 
Construction for a new m in ia
ture golf course and w ater slide 
is under way. 

Southern Ohio District's 
Outdoor Ministries 
Commission will contin ue to 
p lan and operate a su m mer 
camping program there. 
Southern Ohio executive m in
ister Mark Flory Steury said in 

a letter to the district t hat the 
move came after years of 

financial struggles. "We knew 
t hat status quo was not an 
option," Flory Steury wrote. 
Woodland A ltars, located near 
Peebles in the southwestern 
part of the state, is one of the 
o ldest camps in the denomi

nation. 
The board voted to enter 

into negotiations with Waddell 
on Ju ly 26, then held a series 
of public meetings in the dis
trict before taking final action 
on the lease on Aug . 27. 
Documents were signed Sept. 
3, and the lease went into 
effect Oct. 1. It will provide 
quarterly income to the dis
trict, which will continue to 
own the property. 

Personnel moves 

• Steve M ason will take the 
post of vice president for col
lege advancement at 
Manchester College, North 
Manchester, Ind., on Jan.1, 
2004. He succeeds Timothy A. 

McElwee, who resigned to 
teach peace studies full-time at 

Manchester. 
For the past six years, Mason 

has served the Church of the 
Brethren as executive director 
of the Association of Brethren 
Caregivers. He had in June 
announced his resignation 
from the agency, effective at or 
near the end of the year. He 
previously had 19 years of 
experience in college adminis
tration, as a vice president for 
financial services and earlier as 
director of development at 
McPherson (Kan .) College. He 
also has held top student and 
residential services posts at col
leges in Pennsylvania, Virgin ia, 
Rhode Island, Alabama, Ill inois, 
and Iowa. 

• Ron and Harriet Finney 
have announced their retire
ment as district executives of 
the South/Central Indiana 
District effective March 31, 2004. 
They have shared this position 
in the district since 1993. 

The couple also served previ-
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ously as co-coordinators of the 
Brethren Academy for Ministerial 
Leadership for the General Board 
and Bethany Theological 
Seminary, and in other General 
Board staff positions. Harriet 
Finney served this past year as 
Annual Conference moderator. 

• Manchester College presi
dent Parker G. Marden on Oct. 
25 told the board of trustees he 
plans to retire from the college 
on June 30, 2005, shortly after 
his 11th anniversary as the col
lege's 13th president. Marden, 
65, has served as president of 
Manchester since June 1994, 
after six years as vice president 
for academic affairs and dean of 
Beloit College in Wisconsin. 

Board vice chair J. Bentley 
Peters will chair a confidential 
search committee to seek a suc
cessor and bring a recommen
dation by next fall. It will include 
13 to 15 members selected by 
the board from Manchester 
trustees, faculty, staff, adminis
tration, students, alumni, and 
the community. 

1. Texas/Mexico border. A new grant of 
$8,000 from the General Board's 
Emergency Disaster Fund will support the 
immigration services work of Southwest 
Good Samaritan Ministries at a detention 
center. The organization, which also 
received a General Board grant in 2002, 
has assisted more than 120 refugees this 
year. The funds will help to provide 
short-term housing, meals, clothing, 
transportation, and medical care to rela
tives or friends of those being held in the 
detention center. 

2. California. The General Board's Disaster 
Child Care program sponsored a Level I 
Disaster Child Care training workshop in 
Lake Arrowhead in October, with leader
ship provided by local trainers Anne Price, 
Sylvia Trenton, and Lynne Calkins. A dozen 
people participated in the training. 

3. Hungary. MacArthur Fellow Ferenc 
Miszlivetz, a leading figure in the democrat
ic opposition movement in Hungary during 
the 1980s, traveled to the US in November 
as part of Brethren Colleges Abroad's 2003 
peace and justice lecture series. Miszlivetz 
delivered lectures on Euro-Atlantic 
relations at four Brethren colleges. 

4. North Korea. A $20,000 grant from the 
General Board's Global Food Crisis Fund 
was allocated to support a Church World 
Service (CWS) appeal for North Korea. The 
funds helped to provide a shipment of 420 
metric tons of wheat flour in conjunction 
with a CWS delegation visit to the nation. 
General Board Global Mission Partnerships 
executive director Merv Keeney was part of 

the eight-member delegation, which also 
visited South Korea. 

5. Liberia. The General Board's Emergency 
Disaster Fund is sending another $30,000 in 
aid to Liberia, following approval by the 
board's executive committee at its October 
meeting. The grant will support a renewed 
Church World Service appeal for humanitar
ian aid to the West African nation, recently 
torn apart by war. The funds will help to 
provide counseling and medical and materi
al assistance to abused and traumatized 
women and their families, and to provide 
shelter management, food, and peace
building efforts to at least 500,000 displaced 
children and their families. 

6. Iraq. Church of the Brethren member Cliff 
Kindy, who had a lengthy stay in Iraq earlier 
this year with Christian Peacemaker Teams 
(CPT), returned to Iraq the first week of 
November to join a six-member CPT team 
in the country and continue his witness 
there. "The team is presently telling the sto
ries of the people in Iraq and working to 
make connections between Iraqi detainees 
and their families who have not been able 
to discover whether there are charges 
against them or where they are being 
held," Kindy said. 

7. Indiana. An allocation of $15,000 from the 
General Board's Emergency Disaster Fund 
will support the work of the Howard County 
Flood Recovery Team. Record flooding in 
July severely affected nearly 2,000 homes 
in central Indiana. The funds will be used to 
provide building materials, furnace replace
ment, appliances, and debris removal. 
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tor1es o 
'Twas the month before Christmas, 
And all through the globe 
God's people were yearning 
For signals of hope. 

With war in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, too; 
Economics uncertain 
And resources few. 

With issues that threaten 
To pull us apart, 
While hunger and homelessness 
Tug at our hearts. 

From out of the dark, hear 
Four stories of light; 
Of some who are bearing 
The presence of Christ. 

The first story comes from 
the Big Meeting's halls 
Where scores of young artists 
Drew prayers for a wall ... 

The Christmas Offering theme 

by Walt Wiltschek 

When Annual Conference adopted the Call to 
Prayer and made it a focus for the 2003 Conference 
in Boise, Idaho, General Board Congregational Life 
Teams staff thought something should be done to 
include children in the emphasis. 

Past efforts with using children's drawings on a 
"Kids' Wall" in Baltimore and for placemats at a 
Cross-Cultural Ministries Dinner were big hits, so 
they decided to invite children to draw again. This 
time, the drawings would be about prayer. 

"We wanted a way to involve children again," said 
Julie Hostetter, coordinator of the Area 3 
(Southeast) Congregational Life Team. "It was an 
effort to keep the kids involved in Annual Conference 
and also to be a witness to the adults." 

Volunteers Jim and Lulu Belle Wood of Virlina 
District gathered and labeled the submissions as 
they came in, and the numbers were impressive: 845 
drawings from children representing 84 congrega
tions in 20 districts. The drawings were posted 
together on a "Wall of Prayer" in a lobby at the 
Conference, and children in Boise had the opportu
nity to add drawings to the display through materi
als in a children's worship packet. 

This year's General Board Christmas Offering carries the theme "A Child of Hope" -a phrase from the well-known Christmas hymn 
"To Us a Child of Hope is Born." The words of that hymn are based on Isaiah 9:6-7, where the coming of the Prince of Peace is 
promised. 

The season of Advent is one of hope and anticipation-hope that came in the form of a baby boy born in Bethlehem some 2,000 
years ago. For those who saw, the Christ child was a beacon of hope in a time of darkness for occupied Palestine and far beyond. 
The offering theme celebrates the blessing that the prophet Isaiah foretold. 

Many centuries later, the gift of Jesus born in the manger to be the Savior of all remains the source of the hope that is within us. 
As a church that continues the work of Jesus, we seek to carry that hope in word and action into the darkness of today's world. The 
stories on these pages note a few of the ways that General Board ministries live out that mission. 
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From around the church, 
glimpses of the divine 

The images of prayer presented in the drawings 
were powerful: a child praying for his friend with 
leukemia, prayers for world peace, and hundreds of 
other windows into childlike faith. 

"Every time I went by there, people were gathered 
there looking and talking," Hostetter said. "It was 
inspiring to see how people were drawn there to see 
what the children were saying . ... We have a lot to 
learn from the children about our own faith and spir
ituality. They can have an incredible impact." 

~e second tale comes from 
The New England states, 
Where youth at a workcamp 
Did more than move crates . .. 

Ashley Brown didn't plan on going on a workcamp 
this summer until her youth pastor at Frederick 
(Md.) Church of the Brethren urged her to consider 
it. When she did decide to join the senior high work
camp in Putney, Vt., she still just thought it would be 
"something to do" over the summer. 

"In all honesty, I really didn't anticipate this expe
rience to have that big of an impact on my life," 
Brown said. "Boy, was I in for a surprise!" Paul 
Grout, the 2002 Annual Conference moderator, 
joined General Board Youth/Young Adult Ministries 
director Chris Douglas in leading the workcamp. 
The two focused on spiritual development and on the 
lifestyle God was calling the youth to live. 

Those worship times, Brown said, were deeply moving. 
"My favorite part of this workcamp was the devotion

al time, and the lessons," said Brown, who came into 
the church only a few years ago. "We learned to be 
comfortable with silence, how to give up luxuries and 
still be happy, and how to serve from an open heart. 
And learning all this really brought me closer to God." 

The group did physical work, too--doing chores for 
community members, cleaning and repairing the Genesis 
Church of the Brethren building, and helping with chil
dren's activities-to live out their faith. The spiritual 
work, though, is what Brown said she'll remember most. 

Ashley Brown, a youth 
from the Frederick (Md.) 
congregation, pulling 
weeds at the Putney, Vt., 
workcamp, where she 
discovered "God wants 
every day of my life ." 

"It was that week in Vermont that really opened 
my heart to the fact that God wants every day of my 
life, the routine of my life . . . to be honoring to him. 
Ultimately, this workcamp changed me, in taking me 
from just believing in Jesus to wanting to be like 
Jesus through my actions every day." 

It may have been her first workcamp, she said, but 
it definitely won't be her last. 

W. go overseas for 
This story, the third; 
Where people teach English 
While living God's Word ... 

A mention of Brethren Volunteer Service during 
his years at Bridgewater (Va.) College led Daniel 
Greenawalt to three years on the mission field. 

Greenawalt didn't grow up Brethren, but learned 
about the denomination while he was at the col 
lege. His interest in history led him to an initial 
BYS placement at the Brethren Historical Library 
and Archives. 
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Daniel Greenewal t 
hitching a ride on a 

"motococho" to get to 
one of his teaching 
assignments in the 

Dominican Republic. 
Through his work 

Daniel saw God 
changing lives. 

During that year in Elgin, Ill., he heard about a 
new project starting as part of the Church of the 
Brethren's mission work in the Dominican 
Republic. The General Board and Brethren 
Revival Fellowship were partnering to start a 
Brethren Mission House in Azua, where volun -
teers would come to teach English to the 
Dominican Brethren as a way to build connec
tions between the US and the Dominican church, 
and to open up more job opportunities for those 
who took the classes. 

Greenawalt went for a two -year commitment but 
stayed on for a third year so that he could continue 
the ministry, as no replacements were immediately 
available. He and the other teachers traveled as 
much as three and a half hours one way to offer 
classes at 18 churches on the island. 

One student, in particular, stood out in 
Greenawalt's mind. The student's name was 
Antonio, and he attended the classes at the 
Magueyal congregation northwest of Azua. 

"He was not a Christian or a member of the 
church when the class started," Greenawalt recalled. 

"He was not even 
one of the best stu -
dents. But the spirit 
of God sparked an 
interest in him. He 
started to visit the 
church, and he 
showed more inter
est in learning 
English and did his 
homework. 

''After one class, he asked the pastor and me to 
pray for him. He wanted to become a Christian. He 
began coming to church regularly, and he came 
early to class." 

Antonio's sister and mother eventually joined the 
church, too, and Antonio-who has gone from 
speaking almost no English to speaking it well
now wants to go to the university and study lan
guages for a career. 

"We saw his life change so much," 
Greenawalt said. 

0 ur final vignette comes 
Just after the storm, 
When givers of child care 
Helped bring back the norm . . . 

Jean Myers knows what it's like to be a parent in 
the midst of a natural disaster. While living in 
Minneapolis in the 1 960s, the family was hit by two 
tornadoes. She and her husband were separated 

A child ef hope by ChristyJ. Waltersdorff 

A popular song asks the question "What if God was means to be a human being. When God is born 
one of us?" among us anything is possible. 

Isn't that what we celebrate in this sacred and The birth of a baby often gives us a sense of 
holy season? God did come as one of us, but it was hope and wonder. As a child enters the world we 
in a form that we didn't expect, and we have spent know that anything is possible. As I have held my 
the past 2,000 years trying to figure out what it infant nieces and nephews and looked into their 
means. tiny little faces, I have asked them, "Who are you? 

What does it mean that God comes to us as a Who will you become?" The possibilities are end-
baby- not as a conquering hero, but as a vulnera- less. They are a clean slate with the future yet to 
ble, helpless, crying, nursing baby? What does it be written. 
mean that God was born like we all are born, with Jesus was born into a world mired in death and 
pain and tears and sweat and blood? What it means destruction: a world where the rich got richer at the 
is that God, in the form of Jesus, knows what it expense of the poor; a world where might made 
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from their young son overnight while cleanup and 
rescue efforts were under way. 

"I have been there and seen what happens to 
the children," Myers said. "Children are pushed 
aside and forgotten as parents try to put their 
lives back together. They say children will 'bounce 
back,' but some children do not just bounce back, 
not without help." 

That experience led her to the Church of the 
Brethren Disaster Child Care program in the 
1980s, and she went out as a caregiver for the first 
time in 1989. 

More recently, she has served as project coor
dinator for the Sept. 11 response in Manhattan 
two years ago, and just this fall as coordinator 
for centers in the Tidewater region of Virginia 
after Hurricane Isabel struck. Volunteers set up 
centers that provide a "safe space" for children 
with activities that help them to express their 
feelings . 

Amid the challenging response in Virginia, 
Myers-a member of the Little Swatara congrega
tion in Bethel, Pa.-was moved by a scene at one of 
the Federal Emergency Response Agency (FEMA) 
recovery centers. A mother was simply looking out 
at the area where Disaster Child Care was operat
ing, and she was smiling. 

" 'This is the first time my little girl has been able 
to play since Isabel went through,' " the mother told 
Myers. 

"My 15 days away from home were all worth
while after that," Myers said. "That little girl was 
able to be a child for that time. It's always a won
derful feeling that maybe you did help someone." 

right and the people chose to worship the idols of 
power and wealth. Jesus was born into a world not 
unlike our own. Is it any wonder that into such a 
world God chose to come among us in a new way, 
an unexpected way, a way that powerfully symbol
izes hope and life-in the form of a newborn baby? 

Through the birth of this child of hope the course 
of human history has been reversed by the only One 
who has the power to reverse it. It is God who 
enters human life, with the promise that the new 
world is coming: a world where sadness will be 
transformed into joy; a world where sin will be con
quered by righteousness; a world where death will 

~ese stories are only 
A glimpse of the whole; 
To show just a piece of 
The church and its role. 

The child born at Christmas 
Brings hope still today 
Through all who seek daily 
To follow Christ's way. 

Our hope is eternal, 
Our praises we lift. 
Thank God for Christ Jesus, 
The ultimate gift. li! 

Walt Wiltschek is director of Brethren Identity for the Church of the 
Brethren General Board. 

be overcome by resurrection. 
When God chose to become human, the ordinary 

became holy and the holy became ordinary. 
Through the birth of that baby in a stable in 
Bethlehem, God forged a link with us that will never 
be broken. Try as we may, through our sin and fail
ures, our evil and wickedness, hope prevails because 
God loved us enough to become one of us. 

What if God were one of us? There would be 
hope unimaginable. Thank God, there is. li! 

Christy Waltersdorff is pastor of York Center Church of the Brethren, 
Lombard, Ill. 

Through the 
Disaster Child 
Care program, 
Jean Myers 
touches the lives 
of children, and 
her life is touched 
by them as well. 
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In the beginning, inspiration, 
energy, and a luxury tax 

by Janine Katonah 

We sat in silence, letting the message of the 
gifted young woman speaker wash over us. 
Cordier Auditorium at Manchester College, North 
Manchester, Ind., was soon abuzz with the voices 
of women already formulating responses to 
Ruthann Knechel Johansen's plenary speech, 
"Giving Birth to a New World." 

It was July 29, 1978, and the women were part of 
the Gathering of Church of the Brethren Women. 
Our agenda called for us to move into our dialog 
groups. I still remember mine. 

Ruthann then was the mother of two young chil
dren, working on her Ph.D. at Drew University, 
and living in the suburbs of New York City, where 
her husband, Robert, worked on international peace 
issues. Today she is a member of the faculty at the 
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University of Notre Dame and is active in the Crest 
Manor Church of the Brethren, South Bend, Ind. 

Her 1978 address connected birth imagery to the 
liberation of our lives and the creation of a new 
world. She called us to action with the utmost 
urgency. "One symbolic way of redistributing our 
portion of the world's wealth is to refuse to purchase 
luxury (non-essential) items, or to tax our luxuries 
and redirect the luxury monies toward meeting the 
needs of people who are victims of our consumption. 

"In choosing simplicity we say together as women 1 

of the world that we want to serve life rather than 
death. We show that the world's childre"n are our 
children, that the land, the water, the air, all living 
things, are to be preserved with gentleness, that we 
are willing to be midwives, participants in the con
tinuing birth of God's world. " 

Thus the seeds of the Global Women's Project 
were planted. 

One dialog group wrote a query-like statement of 
commitment to the luxury tax process, which was 
approved as a resolution. A group of us were named 
to carry the final resolution to the staff of the 



Ugandan Sister Stella Sabina Santana founded the 
organization "Breaking the Chains of Tradition; Educate 
a Woman/Educate Africa, Inc." (BCTEWEA), which 
receives support from Global Women's Project. 

cczn choosing simplicity we say together as women of the world that 

we want to serve life rather than death. We show that the world)s 

children are our children) that the land) the wate~ the ai~ all living 

things) are to be preserved with gentleness) that we are willing to be 

midwives) participants in the continuing birth of f;od)s world.)) 

birth to a new world 
The vision of Global Women's Project, 25 years ago and today 

Church of the Brethren General Board. 
Twenty-five years later I am in awe of the vision of 

the dedicated group of leaders called forth from that 
meeting. Three women from the Gathering (Mary 
Brandenburg, Phyllis Miller, and I) and three 
General Board staff (Wil Nolen, Howard Royer, and 
Don Stern) were charged with the task of shaping 
the "luxury tax" proposal to benefit the development 
and liberation of Third World women. On Oct. 23, 
1978 the General Board approved the creation of a 
Global Women's Project. It had three initial goals: 

• To serve as an educational venture within the 
Church of the Brethren to increase awareness of the 
poverty, oppression, and injustice with which Third 
World women live, as well as the ways in which our 
lives are interconnected. 

• To invite everyone in the Church of the Brethren 
to participate in a self-imposed luxury tax as a way 
of beginning the process of examining our over
consumption of the world's resources and moving 
to bring our lives in line with a biblical view of a 
just economic world order. 

• To raise at least $10,000 to support two proj -

ects through which Third World women would 
directly benefit. The funds for these projects would 
be generated from luxury taxes and other contribu -
tions by those in the Church of the Brethren. 

To get the word out about Global Women's 
Project (GWP), we created a logo, brochures, and 
resource packets. In response we received regular 
correspondence from sisters and brothers sharing 
their luxury tax decisions. 

One sister from Florida wrote that she had debat
ed the merits of two sets of outdoor patio furniture . 
One set was more costly and would no doubt last 
longer, which she considered to be good steward
ship. But how to justify the increased expenditure? 
She finally decided on the more expensive set, but 
sent a check to GWP for the difference in price 
between the two sets. 

A family on its way to a new ministry in Brazil 
sold off many of its belongings and donated the 
proceeds to GWP. 

A friend, in a quandary about buying a new win
ter coat, wrote that she had decided not to buy a 
new coat that winter but to keep her old one. She 
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The Global Women's 

Project steering 

committeee in 1981, 

meeting with Isabella 

Johnston, second from 

left, of the All Africa 

Conference of Churches. 

Participants are Harriet 

Ziegler, Marv Cline 

Detrick, and Marv 

Brandenburg. 

1980 

$15,000to 
Miriu Health 
Center, Kenya 
(matched by 
World Min-
istries Com-
mission) 

did buy a new coat to donate to her local homeless 
shelter and then sent a check for the cost of the 
coat to GWP. 

An audiovisual presentation was created and 15 
women from across the denomination volunteered 
to be GWP educational contact people. Women's 
Fellowship groups expressed interest in GWP, as did 
several ecumenical groups. We took our show on 
the road to regional events where training was pro
vided to all those willing to promote GWP. Next 
came a booth at Annual Conference and an Annual 
Conference insight session. 

Then it was time to plan for project grants. The 

World Ministries Commission (WMC) staff brought 
us programs to consider for funding. Our first proj
ect, the Miriu Health Center on the shores of Lake 
Victoria in Kenya, would always be the most special 
to me. GWP committed $15,000, matched by 
WMC for a total of $30,000, to be used to fund a 
water system for a mother-child clinic. Mary 
Brandenburg, GWP steering committee chair at the 
time, traveled to Miriu and brought back stories 
and images of the power of global sharing. 

Next was the Third World Women's Project, 
which brought Third World women to the US to 
provide education on global issues. This was fol
lowed by Threatened With Resurrection, a collection 
of prayers and poems by Julia Esquivel, an exiled 
Guatemalan. In 1982 this book went into a third 
printing (a second edition published in 1994 is still 

available from Brethren Press). Also in 1982 was 
the first issue of the GWP newsletter "Globalink." 

A restructuring of the GWP steering committee 
came in 1984, and those of us from the original 
core leadership group began a process of rotating 

The projects of Global Women's Project 
Since its beginning, Global Women's Project has raised and disbursed nearly $200,000 to benefit the 
lives of women around the world. Here is a listing of the grants it has made. 

1982 1983 1985 1986 1987 1988 1992 

$12,500 (total $5,000 for $5,000 to $6,000 to $11,S00for $9,000 (for $6,000 to 
for 8 years) to Nigerian bring interna- Women's In- Barbara and three years) to Ceform 
Third World Women's choir t ional guests terest Project Bill Smith's Mindanao (women's edu-
Women's Pro- tour; to Bridgewa- in South mission inter- (Philippines) cation and 
ject; $3,000 to $18,744 (for ter, Va., Malaita, pretation tour Committee on training center), 
publish Threat- two years) to women's con- Solomon Is- around the US Women Ex-De- San Salvador, El 
ened with Res- women in San ference; lands tainees; Salvador; 

urrection Andres, Costa $1,500 to $9,000 (for $5,000 to ZME 
Rica; $3,860 "Women of three years) to women's tel-
for women Color" to at- Buklod Center lowship in 
and children in tend women's for prostitutes, Nigeria; $3,000 
Chile; $1 ,000 conference in Olongopo, to Women's 
travel assis- Nairobi, Kenya Philippines; Workshop in 
tance to Latin $9,000 to the Americas; 

American and Women's $2,000 to 

Caribbean World Bosnia 
women Banking women's tel-

lowship 

1993 

$6,000 to Soci-

ety of Develop-
mental Action 
to help poor 
women in 
Orissa, India 
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off to make way for new leadership. Today's GWP 
steering committee follows a similar rotation pattern 
but is largely self-supporting financially, while still 
receiving minimal staff support in the finance office. 

After 25 years the Global Women's Project 
remains committed to challenging commercialism 
and consumerism so as to benefit women and chil
dren around the world. 

And the prophetic voice of Ruthann Knechel 
Johansen still calls all of us to another level of 
accountability as a community. Her vision is of a 
community that "arises not simply by our design 
but as a gift of the Spirit, as we make ourselves 
available to the solidarity of love that breaks the 
bread of justice and compassion with those who 
suffer. " We must hear the call and join Global 
Women's Project in answering it.ll! 

Janine Katonah of Oak Park, Ill., is a member of York Center Church of 

the Brethren. She teaches English as a second language to Latino ch il

dren in Cicero public schools. She sings in the Community Renewal 

Chorus, and represents the Associat ion of Brethren Caregivers on the 

govern ing council of Bethany Hospital in Chicago. 

1994 1995 1996 1997 

$1,000 to $1,000 to ZME $2,000 to $1,000 to nu-
women's women's Women's Re- trition project 
sewing coop- fe llowship in source Center, in Mulukuku, 
erative in San Nigeria; Kansas City, Nicaragua; 
Salvador, El $1,000 to nu- Mo.; $1,000 to $1,000 to ZME 
Salvador; trition project nutrition proj- women's fel-
$1,000 to ZME in Mulukuku, ect in Mu- lowship in 
women's fel- Nicaragua lukuku, Nigeria 
lowship in Nicaragua; 
Nigeria; $500 $1 ,000 to ZME 
for research women's fel-
project with lowship in 
sister cities of Nigeria 
Benton Harbor, 
Mich ., and 
A.ba, Nigeria; 
$500 to 
Korean Film 
Project 

Children of the community of 

Monseflor Romero in El Salvador. 

1998 1999 2000 

$1,000toZME $2,000 to $ 500 to Las ca-
women's fel - Women's hobas in Haiti; 
lowship in Union of Viet- $500 to 
Nigeria; nam; $1,000 Cochabamba, 
$2,000 to to Friends of Bolivia; $500 
Women's the Children of to ZME in 
Union of Viet- Lascahobas in Nigeria; $500 
nam, working Haiti; $500 to to Manos Jun-
with prosti- Manos Juntas tas in Peru; 
tutes against in Cuzco, Peru; $1,000 to Je-
AIDS $500 to teach sus the Libera-

sewing and tor Seminary 
embroidery to of Religious 
women in Justice (JLSRJ) 
Cochabamba, in Bufalo, N.Y. 
Bolivia 

2001 2002 2003 

$500 to $500 to $2,625 to 
Cochabamba, Cochabamba, Monsefior 
Bolivia; $500 Bolivia; $500 Romero in 
to Manos Jun- to JLSRJ in Buf- Cuscatlan, El 
tas in Peru; falo, N.Y.; Salvador; 
$1,000 to ZME $2,625 to $1,500 to Casa 
in Nigeria; Community of Materna in 
$500 to JLSRJ Monsefior Matagalpa, 
in Buffalo, Romero in Nicaragua; 
N.Y.; $2,625 to Cuscatlan, El $1,000to 
Community of Salvador; Breaking the 
Monsefior $1,500 to Casa Chains of Tra-
Romero in Materna, a dition; Educate 
Cuscatlan, El birthing center a Woman/Edu-
Salvador in Matagalpa, cate Africa 

Nicaragua (BCTEWEA), 
Uganda 
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Giving birth to a new world 

Today's worl~ for 
the world's wolllen 

by Leslie Seese 

Pregnant women 

wearing handmade 

dresses at Casa 

Materna, a birthing 

center in Matagalpa, 

Nicaragua. 

It has been 25 years since women in the Church 
of the Brethren were inspired to give birth to a 
new world. Steering committee members have trav
eled the country to spread the word about the work 
of GWP, yet Global Women's Project still remains 
one of the best-kept secrets of the Church of the 
Brethren. Over the years nearly $200,000 has been 
raised and disbursed to benefit the lives of women 
around the world by improving education, nutri
tion, housing, attending to children's needs, and 
helping women who have been oppressed, abused, 
dominated, or who have been victims of war. 

GWP grants have supported a wide variety of 
self-help, community-based development projects 
that range from establishing a sewing cooperative to 
assisting young prostitutes in finding new ways to 
make a living; from providing chicken wire and feed 
to digging a well; from educating imprisoned 
women for ministry in jail to helping women in the 
last weeks of their high-risk pregnancies learn how 
to care for themselves and their newborns . 

These projects have stretched across many conti
nents to the countries of Peru, Bolivia, Haiti, 
Nigeria, US, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Bosnia, India, 
Vietnam, Kenya, Costa Rica, Chile, the Solomon 
Islands, and the Philippines. All around the world 
women struggle daily to improve their families' lives 
and the lives of their communities and neighbors. 

For more than 20 years GWP has enjoyed a rela -
tionship with ZME, the women's fellowship group 
in Nigeria. ZME works to increase the ability of 
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women to earn their own money and take on lead
ership roles. Its ministries include a choir, prepar
ing food for seven days when there is a death in a 
member's family, helping when there is illness or 
injury, evangelizing, teaching health and family liv
ing classes, and learning marketable crafts. 

Since 1983 GWP has sent grants to help with the 
building of hostels for women, the marketing of 
beadwork and hand-decorated calabashes, support
ing a nursery school, and providing typewriters and 
knitting machines. The women of ZME appreciate 
the financial support and encouragement GWP has 
given over the years, and they welcome more per
sonal involvement, through correspondence and vis
its, with women from the United States. 

In addition to ZME, GWP currently supports two 
projects in Central America, the Comunidad 
Monsefior Romero and Casa Materna. 

In 2003 GWP completed its commitment to 
Community Oscar Romero y Galdamez in 

Suchitoto, Cuscatlan, El Salvador, 
where 15 families and 86 people live. 
This micro-agricultural project was 
generated by the community's 
women's group, with the goal of 
reducing poverty, helping families 
achieve economic self-sufficiency, 
improving health and nutrition, and 
increasing the women's leadership 
skills. They applied for a grant to pur
chase 14 calves, chickens, feeders, 
vitamins, and chicken wire. Since the 
project began in 2001, community 
members have been able to purchase 8 
of the 14 calves, have fenced in their 
chickens, and now are able to realize 
some income from their hard work. 

With the last grant installment of $2,625 sent in 
2003, they anticipate purchasing the final 6 calves. 

In a report sent to GWP, one of the women com
ments, "We used to live the year hungry. Now I feel 
thankful to God to be in this community because 
even though we have almost nothing, I know that 
whenever anything does arrive for us, it is always 
justly shared out among all. We already _have a lot of 
energy between us and thus anything is possible." 

Casa Materna is a project coordinated by a small 
group of Nicaraguan women to assist high-risk 
pregnant women from rural areas around the city of 
Matagalpa. For 12 years Casa Materna has helped 
8,550 rural mothers and reduced rising maternal 
and infant mortality rates. Presently there is a 
maternal death every 36 hours in Nicaragua, where 
70 percent of births are in homes. 

Casa Materna offers food, shelter, education, 
transportation, medical care, and support for high-



risk pregnant women in the last few weeks of their 
pregnancies and for a few days after delivery, once 
mother and baby are both stable. While at the Casa, 
mothers are trained to sew clothes for themselves 
and their babies. Casa Materna also has a cottage 
industry of making and selling baby slings, as well 
as operating an income-producing bed and break
fast called La Casita. 

GWP's grant of $1,500 has enabled the staff to 
lead workshops and travel into the countryside to 
educate traditional midwives and rural health care 
personnel about Casa Materna and teach them how 
to identify high risk factors. 

Recently the Global Women's Project approved 
several new projects in Africa: Sister Stella's 
"Breaking the Chains of Tradition; Educate a 
Woman/ Educate Africa, Inc." (BCTEWEA) and 

How can you help? 

Current GWP steering committee 

members, left to right, are Christy 

Van Horn, Cambridge, Mass.; Leslie 

Seese, Springfield, Ore.; Peg 

Lehman, Elgin, Ill.; Louise (Louie) 

Rieman, Indianapolis, Ind.; and 

Sandy Snowden, Hershey, Pa. 

two new projects in southern Sudan, in recognition 
of the Church of the Brethren's longstanding work 
in the Sudan and relationship with the New Sudan 
Council of Churches. One project will assist women 
in soap making, a rare and much-needed commodi
ty, and the other will provide the equipment for a 
weaving/ knitting cooperative. 

BCTEWEA is a non-profit organization founded 
in 2001 by Ugandan Sister Stella Sabina Santana. 
The goal is to mobilize people to help the women of 
Africa (and in the future, elsewhere in the world) to 
get an education denied them by their societies, 
improve their station in life, and become fully 
involved in development programs. ll! 
Leslie Seese is a member of the Springfield (Ore.) Church of the 

Brethren. She works as a certified medical assistant in family medicine. 

She is a potter and makes jewelry. 

You can make a monthly commitment to Global Women's Project and send a donation to the General Offices of the Church of the 
Brethren, writing your check to "Church of the Brethren General Board" and marking in the memo section that your gift is for the 
Global Women's Project. 

• You can join a women's fellowship or women's circle group and raise funds for a specific project. 
• You can tax yourself for luxury and/or non-essential purchases or forgo luxuries altogether and send the total amount saved to 

the Global Women's Project. 
GWP stirs our conscience and encourages us to think about our material possessions, to reexamine the difference between 

needs and wants, and make symbolic attempts at solidarity through a redistribution of our resources. By doing our small part, we 
can enhance the lives of women and their children and make a connection with our brothers and sisters around the world. 

For more information about the Global Women's Project and its work, contact GWP steering committee members, Louise 
Baldwin Rieman at plbrieman@ctlnet.com or Leslie Seese at lyseese@efn.org. 
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Mothers (1979), drawing by Kathe Kollwi tz, Germany (1867-1945). ad things do happen to innocent 
people. Just ask Steve and Cindy Barrie. A 
truck delivered oil to their Tacoma, Wash., 
home. The problem is that the Barries don't 
use oil, but natural gas. A delivery man got 
mixed up, confusing the Barries with a next 

SOMETIMES, WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN TO GOOD PEOPLE, 

NOTHING WORKS. EVERY WORD IS EMPTY AND MYSTERY 

REMAINS. BUT EVEN MYSTERY HAS SIGNIFICANCE

ADVANCING, SHAPING, AND INFORMING OUR DAYS. 

■ Messenger December 2003 

door neighbor. The result was that 250 gal
lons of fuel flowed into the Barrie's base
ment through an old, exterior pipe. 

Cindy Barrie was amazingly upbeat. "Just 
be thankful," she commented, "we're non
smokers." Had anyone struck a match the 
whole place would have exploded. Those 
250 gallons of oil translated into eight inch
es of yuck on their basement floor, flooding 
toys, photographs, and furniture. 

Life is often flooded by yucky, unfortu -
nate circumstance. Bad things, bad people, 
and bad events invade our homes. Just 
when life seems settled and serene, someone 
or something dumps crisis into our routine. 

Bethlehem at Christmas was settled and 
serene. Though packed with visitors, this 
Judean village was, for the most part, a 

' A C H R S T M 

HE 
F B 

Read Matthew 2: 13-18. 

quaint, predictable place. But then crisis 
struck. Fearful that baby Jesus would 
become king Jesus, Herod orders the 
slaughter of all boys, two years and under. 
By killing all boys, Herod hoped to kill the 
one boy, who threatened power, authority, 
and throne. The result was horrific, Bible 
scholars tell us, as 20 to 30 children were 
brutally murdered. 

Traditionally our focus is on Jesus, the 
babe of Bethlehem. But what about these 
other babies of Bethlehem? (This phrase 
and approach is inspired by M. Eugene 
Boring, in The New Interpreter's Bible.) 
They too raise issues crucial to faith, life, 
and hope. Why do bad things happen to 
innocent people? Why does tragedy occur 
in serene settings? 

Life is not fair. 
Contrary to popular belief, justice does not 
reign. Injustice reigns, spawning selfish
ness, confusion, and greed. 

Jesus is spared, but not other Bethlehem 
children. Remember the story line in 
Matthew 2:13: "[And] when they had 
gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream. 'Get up,' he said, 'take 
the child and his mother and escape to 
Egypt .... "' This story smacks.of unfair
ness. Joseph is tipped off, but not the other 
Bethlehem parents. The result is tragic as 
innocent children vanish from their homes. 

Feelings of unfairness often develop 
after people leave us. I remember the 
inequity felt after my father died. "Look at 
all those who didn't die,'' I thought to 
myself. I'd fixate on drunk and vagrant 
people. "My Dad volunteered 80 hours a 
month; they give nothing. It's not fair." 

It's not fair. But out of pain comes pur-
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OTHER BABIES 
ETH LE H EM by Paul Mundey 

pose. The parents of Bethlehem lost life, 
but they gained significance, as a Savior 
was saved for the world. I lost my father, 
but I gained understanding in the form of 
new sensitivity for grieving people. 

In Genesis 50:20, Joseph reflects on the 
injustice of his life. "You intended to harm 
me," he tells his brothers. "But God intend
ed it for good to ... [save] many lives." 

God is working, crafting all things 
toward good. 

Darkness is real. 
Bad things happen to good people, because 
sometimes bad people hurt good people. 

Herod was more than a harmful and unjust 
king. Herod was an evil king. Bible scholars 
tell us, for example, Herod not only killed 
political foes, he killed his wife, his mother-in
law, his oldest son, and two other sons. 

We need to note such evil. Rather than 
ignoring darkness, we need to acknowl
edge darkness, taking precautions when
ever possible. Speaking to early believers, 
Paul warns: ''After I leave, savage wolves 
will come and will not spare the flock. So 
be on guard!" (Acts 20:29-30). 

Though we must avoid cynicism, we 
must also avoid naivete. We live in a fall
en, craven world. So be on guard. 

Hearts are stubborn. 
On occasion, bad things happen to decent 
people in order to penetrate inattentive, 
headstrong lives. 

After a lecture on the solar system, 
William James was approached by a 
determined, older woman. "Mr. James," 
she noted. "We do not live on a blue ball, 
rotating around the sun. Rather, we live 
on a crust of earth, positioned on the 

back of a turtle." James was incredulous. 
"What does the turtle stand on?" "Well, 
the first turtle stands on the back of a 
second, far larger turtle." "But what does 
that turtle stand on?" At that, the woman 
bristled: "It's no use, Mr. James. It's tur
tles all the way down!" 

Sadly, we make similar response to God. 
In spite of corrective counsel, we stick to 
our stubborn point of view. And so God 
allows tragedy. Notice, I didn't say causes 
tragedy; I said allows tragedy. In doing so, 
Hebrews 12 teaches, "God is educating 
you. This trouble isn't punishment; it's 
training. At the time [such experience] isn't 
much fun. It always feels like going against 
the grain. Later it pays off handsomely, for 
it's the well-trained who find themselves 
mature" (Heb. 12:5-11, The Message). 

Where is life jarring for you? Rather 
than fight such experience, flow with it, 
training with God. 

Mystery has meaning. 
Sometimes, when bad things happen to 
good people, nothing works. Every word 
is empty and mystery remains. But even 
mystery has significance-advancing, 
shaping, and informing our days. 

Mystery abounds. Why do dazzling 14-
year-old girls die of leukemia? Why do 
robust young husbands perish in plane 
crashes? Why do packed trains crash 
during holiday seasons? Sometimes there 
is no answer, only God. Explanation 
evaporates and all we have is him. 

Psalm 31 echoes such sentiment: "My 
life is consumed by anguish ... my 
strength fails ... my bones grow weak. 
But I trust in you, 0 Lord. I say, 'You are 
my God'" (Psa. 31:10-14). 

Sometimes that's all we can say. You 
are my God. Beyond this reality is your 
reality, and I trust it is good. 

There's a classic tale about a little girl 
named Mary and a telephone operator 
named Sally. Sally connected calls by 
hand. In doing so, she struck up friend
ship with Mary, talking for hours. They'd 
talk about people, places, and problems. 
Especially problems. Once, for example, 
Mary's canary died and she was heartbro
ken. "I don't know what to do," she 
cried. "Don't fret, dear," Sally responded. 
"There are other worlds to sing in!" 

The years passed, and Mary's family 
moved away. But Mary kept calling every 
year, talking to Sally about people, places, 
and problems. One year, in spite of her 
best efforts, Mary could not reach Sally. 
So she called another operator. "Is your 
name Mary?" the operator inquired. "Five 
months ago Sally died. But before she 
died she left word for you. 'Don't fret, 
Mary,' she said. 'Don't fret. There are 
other worlds to sing in."' 

Tragedy feels like the end of the world. 
Dreams are gutted, hopes dashed, and 
energy drained. But all is not lost. There 
are other worlds to sing in. Beyond this 
reality is God's reality, and it is spre. 

This Christmas, claim God's reality. In 
darkness, see light-shining above your 
Bethlehem. For sometimes life is con
sumed by anguish. Sometimes strength 
fails and bones grow weak. But with the 
psalmist we can respond, "I trust in ,au, 
0 Lord. I say, 'You are my God."'li: 

Paul Mundey is pastor of the Frederick (Md.) Church of 
the Brethren. He and his wife, Robin, are parents of two 
chi ldren, Peter and Sarah, both students at Bridgewater 
(Va.) College. 
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Beery, Bob ....... .. ..... .. ... .... .. ... .. 4-30 
Blickenstaff, Delbert .... ... .. .. .. .. 9-29 
Slouch , Richard G ..... .. .. .... .... 11-28 
Bowman, Chris ...... ... .. ... ... .. ... . 9-28 
Brandt, Wilmer .... 3-28, 6-26, 7-28 
Carter, Jeff ... ............. ........... .4-27 
Clark, George E ............ ........ 12-28 
Crenshaw, Tobin ........... 3-26 
Dickason , Lowey .... ...... .. ... .. .. .. 8-30 
Doug las, Phil ... .. ................ .. ll-27 
Dunbar, Wilbur .. ............... . 1/2-29 
Eberly, Roger .... ... 6-30, 10-29 
Farringer, Dean ..... . 9-29 
Finney, Harriet ...........•........... 9-28 
Forbes, John R. . ...... 12-29 
Garver, Kimberlee ........ 4-29 
Glick, Wendell P ..... .. .... .......... 6-27 
Graham , Carolyn ............. ... .... 8-30 
Haffner, Patricia ..................... 9-29 
Harsh, Norman .... ... .. ......... .... . 8-30 
Hess, George G ... ... .. ... ... .. ... .. . 6-27 
Ho, Esther Mohler ... ............ 12-27 
Holderread, Andrew .... .. .. ... .. .. 3-28 
Houser, Tamra ... . ... .. 10-29 
Huber, Edwa rd ..... ... ... ... .. .. ... . 9-29 
Keener, Rona ld E. ..... .. .. . 6-29 
Leckrone, David E . ... .. .... .... ... .4-31 
Lersch, Jean .. .. .... ... .. ... ... .. .... . 5-29 
Lutz, Wilson B. . ... 1/2-28 
McCoy, Shelby .......... ............ 11-29 
Martin, Jim .......... .•. .... ... ..... ... 6-26 
Mascioli, Gene ....... .... .... .. .. ... 10-29 
Maxon, Jean A ...................... 6-27 
Merrifield, James ..... .. ..... . ... 11-29 
Mi ller, L.Byron ... 1/2-38 
Mitchell, Olden ....... ... .... .. ..... . 6-26 
Morrow, Mike ... ..... ... .. ... ... ... . 10-28 
Royer, Ken ... .. .. ..... ... ... .. .. .... ... 6-28 
Scott, Carol ......... .. ... ..... .. .. ... .4-28 
Stover, Nello ..... .. .. .... 12-30 
Seese, Beverly Hoover .. .... ... .. .7-27 
Simmons, Claude ... .... ... ........ .7-26 
Smeltzer, Ken Kline .............. 10-28 
Snowden, Sandy ................... 12-21 
Snyder, Don .... .. .. .. .... .•. .. ... ... .7-28 
Speicher, Sara .. . . .... 3-27 
Staley, Sabra ................. ....... 10-28 
Tompkins, Jan ..................... 10-30 
Ulery, John ..... .... .... .. . 6-26 
Walker, Bob .. .. .. ..... .. .. .. ..... ...... 8-30 
Whitten, David .............. 5-30, 7-29 

SUBJECTS 

Afghanistan .. ..... ... 1/2-7, 3-6, 8-11 
Aging ... . ....... ............... ......... .4-29 
Angola .. ... ... .... ... ... ... ... 1/2-9, 11-9 
Anniversa ries (church) .. 1/2-3, 3-3 

4-4, 5-4, 5-5, 7-3, 9-4, 10-3, 12-5 
Annual Conference . .4-7, 4-8, 5-17 

..... 8-12, 8-32, 9-28, 10-6 
.... .. ................ 10-27, 11-7 

Association of Brethren Caregivers 

················5-6, 10-7, 11-10, 12-9 
Brethren Benefit Trust .. 3-8, 9-6, 11-6 
Bethany Theological Seminary 

.. .. .. .. .. .... .. .... 1/2-7, 6-7, 6-8, 9-6 
Brethren, Mich .......... 1/2-10, 4-27 
Brethren Volunteer Service 

........ .. .4-3, 6-6, 10-8, 11-8, 12-5 
Brethren World Assembly .. .5-10, 9-24 
Ch ildren .......... 4-3, 8-16, 9-3, 12-3 
Christian education ....... ... .... .. 12-4 
Civil War .... .. ...... 1/2-22, 3-3, 4-20 
Colleges . . .......... .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. 8-6 
Cross-Cultural Min istry ... ... .. .. . 6-10 
Disab led .. ... .. ... .. ... ... ........ ... .... 8-28 
Disaster Child Care ........... 1/2-9, 3-7 

...... ........................ ... ... 8-7, 10-9 
District ministry .... .4-14, 9-7, 12-6 
Domin ican Republic ... .. ... 6-9, 9-12 
Easter .... . .. .. ... .. ... 4-22 
Ecclesiology .... .. .... .. . ..... 12-6 

.... ... 3-22 Ecuador . 

Ecumenism ............ ..4-7 
Emergency Response ... .... ... .. .. .7-8 
Environment .... .. .. .... ........... .... .5-4 
Evangelism ..... . 1/2-8, 1/ 2-28, 4-6 
Fellowship of Brethren Homes ... 5-10 
Finances, church ................... 3-10 
Finney, Harriet ...... ... .. ... .. ... .... 5-12 
Forgiveness ..... ... .. .... .. .7-14, 11-29 
Fundraising ......................... 10-32 
General Board ..... 5-7, 7-12, 9-7 

.... .. .. 10-7, 12-6, 12-12 
Global Women's Project .. .. ... 12-16 
Globa lization ... .. ... ... .. .. ... .. ..... .. . 7-6 
Haiti . ..... .... .... .... .. .... .. 1/2-9, 5-11 
Heritage .. .. .. .............. 1/ 2-22, 10-4 
Higher education ............. ..... .... 8-6 
Hunger ... . ......... .4-10 
India ... . 3-26, 4-9, 6-22, 6-27 , 10-9 
Iraq ........... 1/2-6, 1/2-26, 3-9, 4-2 

. .4-9, 5-10, 6-9, 7-26, 10-11, 9-9 
Jones, James Earl .. .. .. . ..... .. 1/ 2-12 
Ministry Summer Service .... 6-8, 8-10 
Name, denominational .. .. ... .. . .4-26 
National Counci l of Churches .... 1/2-8 
New church development 

... ... ... .. ... ... .. ... .. .. 3-7, 5-20, 10-10 
Nigeria . .4-9, 5-11, 5-25, 6-9, 7-20, 9-10 
Obituaries ..... 8-5, 9-5, ll-26, 12-4 
On Earth Peace .......... ... ... 6-6 , 12-8 
Outdoor ministries ........... ... ... 10-8 
Patriot Act ............................. 10-24 
Peace ... 1/2-26, 3-4, 3-8, 3-28, 4-2 

4-22, 5-8, 5-28, 6-3, 6-26, 12-10 
Pensions ............. ....... ...... .. .. . 10-23 
Prayer ...... 1/2-28, 1/2-32, 3-5, 5-8 

......... ... ... . 6-2, 6-12 
Puerto Rico ............... .... .. .... ... .7-4 
Race ... ........................ ......... 1/2-2 
Royer, Howard . . .......... 8-20 
SERRV .... ..... .... .. .. .. .... .. ... .. ... ... 12-4 
Simplicity ... ..... .. ... ... .. . ~ ..... .. .. . 8-30 
Small churches .. .7-24, 10-30, 12-8 
Sp iritual directors ... .. ........... ... 8-7 
Stewardship .... ... .. 1/2-16, 4-5, 8-4 
Sudan ............... 5-ll, 10-9, 11-20 
Tijuana , Mexico .. . ....... .. 1/2-9 
Urban ministry .... .. .. .. 1/2-4, 11-12 
Walk Across America ...... 6-5 , 11-5 
War ..... ............... .... ... .. .4-22, 4-32 
World Council of Churches .. 1/ 2-9, 3-26 
Worship ....... .. .... ... .. .. ... .. .. ....... 8-18 
Young adu lts .. . 1/2-8, 5-9, 7-6, 9-9 
Youth ... ... . 1/2-6, 3-9, 4-7, 5-3 , 5-9 

... 6-7, 8-3, 10-7, ll-7 
Youth Peace Travel Team ....... 8-10 
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FROM THE MODERATOR 

Members of one family 
by Christopher Bowman 

An enjoyable part of being Annual Conference 
moderator is visiting Brethren throughout our 
denomination. Upon invitation (and sometimes 
uninvited) the moderator visits district conferences 
and local congregations to bring greetings, participate 
in worship, and learn to know who we are and how 
we function. Without exception, each visit brings new 
lessons as well as joyful reunions . We are a diverse 
and yet distinctive people. 

Our diversity is sometimes dramatic. Some districts 
spend hours in celebration and fellowship. Others 
have more controversial issues at the heart of their 
agendas. Still others fill their time with reports from 

being "obviously Brethren." In each of these differing 
districts I feel right at home. We sing the same hymns, 
we share the same stories, and we testify to the same 
love for Jesus. More distinctively, we relish the combi
nation of service with evangelism, we savor our com
munion as a living peace church, and we reaffirm our 
sense of being a family in faith. As I go from one dis
trict to the other, as different as each was from the last, 
it feels like we somehow fit together. We are family . 

The Apostle Paul writes about this kind of distinct 
belonging amid diversity. "For just as the body is one 
and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ" 

(lCor. 12:12). We are one Body of Christ 

"We are so diverse in this Body of Christ that it and, surprisingly, "God has arranged the 
parts in the body, every one of them, just as 

would be wise for us to stop and listen to each 

other. We have a great deal to share." 

he wanted them to be" ( 1 Cor. 12: 18 NIV) . 
We are so diverse in this Body of Christ 

that it would be wise for us to stop and listen 
to each other-to deliberately learn from 
each other as respected and equal siblings. 

various agencies and ministries. In camps, fair 
grounds, colleges and churches, each district makes 
important choices about how to use the precious gifts 
of time, energy, and relationship. Each is unique in 
the way they use these gifts, as we once professed, 
"for the glory of God and their neighbor's good." 

A visit to the Southeastern and the 
Washington/ Oregon districts on adjacent weekends 
highlights the great distance between us. In the 
Northwest they currently use a discernment model for 
decisionmaking. In the Southeast, they follow a more 
formal parliamentary procedure. As different as these 
are, the Brethren share a common love of the church. 
In both districts, some members drive more than 
eight hours to attend their district conference. 

In Missouri I find that one brother's dress code dis-
tinguishes Sunday overalls from regular overalls. 
There, my coat and tie stand out and are a bit too 
formal. At Camp Mack the very next weekend I 
quickly change back into jacket and tie when the dis 
trict moderator and many delegates show up in suits. 

Some of our districts foster a real sense of inclu-
siveness where everyone is encouraged to participate 
and share. At others, one is wise to speak only when 
spoken to. Some are known for their "spit and pol 
ish;" their efficiency is commendable. Others tend to 
muddle their way through the agenda with much 
laughter and a lightness of being; even an outsider 
feels easily included. 

With all this talk of diversity and difference, one 
might be surprised to hear that in my visits I find us 
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We have a great deal to share. 
Of course, immediately following Paul's brave words 

about valuing the diverse and different parts of the Body 
of Christ, we find the familiar poem about Christian love. 

Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or 
boastful or proud or rude. Love does not demand its 
own way. Love is not irritable, and it keeps no record 
of when it has been wronged (lCor 13:4-5 NLT). 

Paul is keenly aware that if an eye is going to accept 
the giftedness of an ear, or if the more respectable parts 
of the Body are ever going to respect the less presenta
ble body parts, it will take a lot of 
love. So he writes that love "bears 
all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all 
things" (lCor 13:7 NAS). 

From what I see, if we can bear ~ 
with it, our diversity works to 
embellish rather than abolish our 
faithfulness. It fosters a sense of 
family in which we strive together 
to make faith relevant to our 
changing world and to ourselves. 

Christopher Bowman, pastor of the Martinsburg 
(Pa.) Memorial congregation, is moderator of 
Annual Conference. 
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•• Our denomination was one of the few groups 
to come to the aid of the Japanese Americans 

placed in detention camps in World War II. 
Are we willing to act as boldly today?" 

Patriot Act has many victims 

I was delighted to see the article by Phil 
Jones on the dangers of the so-called 

Patriot Act [October]. However, I was dis

appointed to find almost no mention of 
the way this law is already being widely 

used to carry out racial and religious pro

filing against Muslim, Arab, and South 
Asian immigrants in this country. 

Unknown thousands have been 
detained for lengthy periods under inhu

mane conditions; thousands more have 

been deported or otherwise forced out of 

the country. Infiltration and intimidation 
by the FBI has brought about widespread 

fear and suspicion. "Special registrations" 

have resulted in thousands of detentions, 
with 13,000 persons being slated for 

deportation to date. Many families have 

been split in this process. 

A Muslim friend who established a 

hotline to respond to the calls for help from 

the targeted communities has personally 

heard innumerable reports from individu

als and families who have had their lives 

thrown into disarray. Many of these people 

came to this country to escape human 

rights abuses and it has come as a rude 

shock that the country which granted them 

asylum has now turned against them. 

I agree it is very important for us to 

understand that any one of us may be tar

geted by the provisions of the "Patriot Act" 

and its proposed successor, but I feel it is 

unwise and unchristian for us to ignore the 

abuse that is already taking place. 

Our denomination was one of the few 

groups to come to the aid of the 

Japanese Americans placed in detention 

camps in World War II. Are we willing to 

Microloan program 
strengthens families 
More than 170 
families have 
already been 
helped by a com
munity-based 
microloan pro
gram in the 
Dominican 
Republic. Won't 

~ -c--i.-

. ·,, .. ,.: !I~·.·.~( 

.;.> -~--

I . -t,-\, .. \.\ .. t .' . ·. i ' ., r, you join Jeff and ~ 

Peggy Boshart in 
this ministry? 

Give- 'ti! it helps! 

Global Food Crisis Fund 
1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin IL 60120 

800.323.8039 

Church of the Brethren General Board 
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LENT, IT'S JUST UP THE ROAD! 
For Lent 2004 

Call Brethren Press Customer Service 
at 1-800-441-3712 to purchase 
this devotional for yourself, 
your family, or your church. 

Item #8585 $2.00 
Order before January 5th and 

receive a special price of $1. 50 

Take time during Lent to be 
a follower along the road, 

taking the Journey to 
Jerusalem with Christ. 

2004 LENT TO 
EASTER DEVOTIONAL 

FROM BRETHREN PRESS 

With humor, thought-provoking 
questions, and personal insight, 
Kenneth L. Gibble encourages 

individuals and families to reflect 
on all aspects of their faith as 
they journey with Jesus on the 

way to Jerusalem, the cross 
and finally the empty tomb. 

~L 
/,~ 

Brethren Press 
1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120-1694 
phone 800-441-3712 fax 800-667-8188 

e-mail brethrenpress_gb@brethren.org 

ADVANCEMENT Associates 
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Consulting in 

Strategic visioning 

Fundraising campaigns 

Constituency relations 

Communications 

Pat Swartzendruber, 
Jerry Kennell, Rich Gerig 
and Dan Hess 

866-777-1606 toll free 

i nfo@adva nassociates. com 

www.advanassociates.com 

LETTERS 

act as boldly today in defense of our 
Muslim, Arab, and South Asian brothers 
and sisters? 

For more information I recommend this 
website: www.amuslimvoice.org. 

Esther Mohler Ho 
Hayward, Cali f. 

Website for Brethren Diaspora 

I was heartened to see Jan Tompkins' let
ter {October) regarding what I call the 
"Brethren Diaspora," the movement of 
Brethren within the United States or else
where to places where attachment to an 
existing local Brethren congregation is not 
an option. I recently started a website, 
www.dunkard.org, as a means of connect
ing with Brethren and ex-Brethren near 
where I live in Massachusetts, as a forum 
for Brethren elsewhere in the same cir
cumstances, and as a vehicle for exploring 
what it means to be Brethren apart from a 
congregation. I have already heard from 
some folks in the "diaspora" and would 
like to hear from more. Great opportuni
ties for the Church of the Brethren exist in 
reaching out to those of us in non-tradi
tional locations and in supporting us in 
the formation of both formal and informal 
Brethren fellowships in these areas and 
on the internet. 

George E. Clark 
Stow, Mass. 

Join the sunny churches of 

tl-~NZVNA 
Tucson Church of the Brethren 
2200 N. Dodge Blvd, Tucson, AZ 85716 

Phone: 520-327-5106 Fax: 520-327-5110 
e-mail: brethrenfaith02@msn.com 

www.brethrenministries.org 

Community Church of the Brethren 
5013 E. Broadway, Mesa, AZ 85206 

Sunday Worship- 8:45 a.m. 
Rev Charles Russell, Pastor 

Phone: 480-641-2230 Cell: 480-694-3648 
http: //www.brethren.org/history .htm 

Papago Buttes Church of the Brethren 
Meeting at Larry C. Kennedy School Library 

Osborn and 27th Street, Phoenix 
Sunday School 9:00 am 

Worship 10: 15 a.m. 
Telephone 480-688-5989 



n It will soon be 50 years 
since he intervened on my 

behalf. I must give testi
mony that his obedience 

to the call of Jesus 
transformed my life." 

In prison and you visited me 

In May 1954 I was in a cell in solitary con
finement in the Springfield, Mo., medical 
center for federal prisoners. Six years ear
lier I had, along with other young men, 
burned my draft card outside a church in 
Chicago. In 1953 the FBI came to arrest 
me and I was brought to trial in Cook 
County. The judge angrily sentenced me 
to three years in prison, and I was sent to 
the prison in Springfield. 

When I discovered on arrival that the 
prison was racially segregated, I protest
ed and was sent to solitary confinement. 
Almost all of the guards were racists. 
The guards pointed to a corner cell on 
the first floor, telling me that the prison
er there had died, and the same could 
happen to me. 

Then one day I had a surprise visitor, 
A. Stauffer Curry, who was later twice 
moderator of the Church of the Brethren, 
and who at that time was executive 
director of the National Service Board 
for Religious Objectors. Learning of my 
situation, he came to the prison, talked 
with me, and left. My treatment 
improved immediately, and shortly 
thereafter I was transferred to the gener
al population, in the only desegregated 
section, which also happened to be the 
one for psychiatric prisoners. 

Almost two years later, in March 1956, 
I was released on parole. Following the 
suggestion of a friend of my mother, I 
made contact with the Church of the 
Brethren about the possibility of work
ing off the parole time in their service 
project in Castaner, P.R. In September I 
arrived at the blessed community that 
was to transform my life. 

In one of my life's darkest moments, 
God sent me an angel in the person of 
Stauffer Curry, saving my life and set
ting me on the path to the blessed com-

New from Brethren Press by Geraldine Plunkett 

Sarah 'Beth is good at solving arithmetic problems at school. 

~ow she has a 
real life problem. 

v½th a setting ef eggs and the help ef 
Old 'Dominicker; the hen, can she earn 

enough money to buy something 
she has wanted for a long time? 

Set in rural ½rginia in the mid- l 930s, the 
story depicts family, community, and church 

life during the 9reat 'Depression, when 
living simply was a matter ef necessity. 

Now Available #8550 
$7.95 plus shipping & handling 

'/' 

Brethren Press 
Contact customer service at 

I-800-441-3712 
to place your order. 

Also available by Geraldine Plunkett 

~athan)s Secret 
published by Brethren Press 

DISCOVER THE WORLD ON A 
I TOURMAGINATION TOUR 

2003TOURS 
In the FOOTSTEPS of the APOSTLE PAUL (May 30 -June 15) 

EUROPEAN HERITAGE (June 9-25) 

ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 11-23) 

CHINA (June 15 - July l) 

MAJESTIC CANADIAN ROCKIES (July 7-20) 

EUROPEAN TOUR for GRANDPARENTS 
and GRANDCHILDREN (July 15-22) 

SMALL TOWN THEATRES and COUNTRY GARDENS 
(July 29 -August 4) 

MENNONITE WORLD CONFERENCE (August - 6 Tours) 

FALL FOLIAGE TOUR in NEW ENGLAND 
(October 7-13) 

GERMANY and SWITZERLAND (October 9-23) 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE TOUR to PENNSYLVANIA 
(November 29 - December 4) 

2004TOURS 
SERVICE TOUR to SUNNY JAMAICA 

(January 23 - February l ) 

VIETNAM (February 4-21) 

AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND (February 6-26) 

MEXICO (March 2-17) 

PARAGUAY, BOLIVIA and PERU (March 23 - April 8) 

SEVEN CHURCHES of REVELATION (May 28 - June 7) 

ENGLAND and SCOTLAND for GRANDPARENTS 
and GRANDCHILDREN (June 23 - July 5) 

From PRAGUE to GDANSK (July 22 - August l ) 

CANADIAN MARITIME PROVINCES (August 7-16) 

SWISS-VOLHYNIAN MENNONITE HERITAGE 
(September 15-29) 

"Building bridges among Mennonites ond other Christians 
around the world through custom-designed travel. " 

CALL 1-800-565-0451 
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR 

E-MAIL: office@tourmagination.com 
WEB: www.tourmagination.com 

9 Willow Street l O 11 Cathill Road 
Waterloo, ON N2J 1V6 Canada Sellersville, PA 18960·1 315 
Reg.#1567624 USA 
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Mission 
Coordinator 

for 
Nigeria 

This key mission role is the team 
leader, communicator, administrator, 
pastor, and advisor. This is a prime 

opportunity to be in ministry 
alongside the leadership of the 

dynamic Nigerian church! 

See position description at 
www.brethren.org 

Apply by: 1/16/04 
Placement by mid- 2004. 

Contact Mary Lou Garrison 
800-323-8039 

a ministry of 
Global Mission Partnerships 

Church of the Brethren 
General Board 

new Community Project 

2004 Learning Tours 

♦ Desert Southwest: Waters of Life 
February 4-13 

♦ El Salvador: Election Monitoring 
March 15-23 

♦ Honduras: Hunger and Poverty 101 
June 5-15 

♦ Denali National Park: 100% natural 
August 14-23 

♦ Arctic National Wildlife Refuge: 
The Gwich'in People and the Caribou 
August 24-September 3 

Go. Learn. Meet. Grow. 
Change-yourself and the world. 

For more information or to register 
check out: www.newcommunityproject.org 
contact: dradcliff@newcommunityproject.org 
sign up: hodgesk@etown.edu 
call toll free: 888-800-2985 
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munity of Castaner and the hospital 
founded by the Brethren. Stauffer went to 
his eternal reward 40 years later, and 
now, when it will soon be 50 years since 
he intervened on my behalf, I must give 
testimony that his obedience to the call 
of Jesus transformed my life. I am eter
nally grateful. 

Worship needs help 

John R. Forbes 
San Juan, P.R. 

The subject of worship is not being suffi
ciently addressed by our denominational 
leadership. 

Worship is important in our relationship 
to God and to the future growth of our 
church [see "Worship sings a new tune," 
October 2001 ). Most newcomers to a con-

CLASSIFIEDADS 

Wanted: Executive Director, Brethren Housing 
Association (BHA). Full-time director for estab
lished transitional housing program with a multi
cultural client base in inner-city Harrisburg, Pa. 
Requires experience and skills in all phases of 
managing a non-profit organization with multiple 
staff, plus a strong commitment to a specialized 
ministry. Send resume by Jan. 15, 2004 to: 
Search Committee, Brethren Housing Association, 
219 Hummel St., Harrisburg, PA 17104. 

Head pastor sought. Active congregation in 
America's Heartland is seeking a full-time pas
tor. Pastoral candidate should be ordained or 
approaching graduation with M.Div. degree or 
equ ivalent. Candidate should possess strong 
leadership, preaching, counseling, and visita
tion skills and be willing to have his/her ordina
tion recognized by the Church of the Brethren. 
Benefits include salary, housing, pension, and 
insurance. Interested applicants should contact: 
South Waterloo Church of the Brethren, 
Attention: Pastoral Search Committee, 6227 
Kimball Ave., Waterloo, IA 50701 . 

Wanted: Worship resources. Brethren Press 
is offering free worship resources online via 
new website called Living Waters Online. It has 
debuted with dramas for Advent and 
Christmas. To submit your own resources, go to 
www.brethrenpress.com and follow the links to 
Living Waters. 

gregation will decide to come again only if 
the worship has been meaningful and the 
congregation welcoming. It's not our great 
missions or Brethren beliefs or denomina
tional themes that attract the unchurched. 
It is our worship. The average Breth ren 
worship service will need to change if we 
hope to stop our membership decline. The 
key will be making worship contemporary 
while remaining Brethren. 

Our leadership and many of ou r older 
members are not up to that challenge. 
When our contemporary Praise Team per
fo rms outside of our church at other 
Brethren functions, I'm always amazed at 
the number of people interested in how 
we got started. Many of them voice their 
frustration at efforts in their own congre
gations that were met w ith resistance and 
even contempt. The result is discontented 
membership and a lack of new members. 

Reasonable-cost property insurance. 
Mutual Aid Association (MAA) has served 
Brethren for over a century. Call, e-mail, or fax us 
to find out more about premium and coverage 
for your farm, home, personal property, business, 
rental, or collectible items. Located in Abilene, 
Kan., our friendly staff is ready to assist you in 
any way we can. Phone 800-255-1243; e-mail 
maa@maabrethren.com; fax 800-238-7535; or 
write to 3094 Jeep Rd., Abilene, KS 67410. 

Travel with Wendell and Joan Bohrer, 
BOHRER TOURS, to Alaska following Annual 
Conference, July 8 - 20, 2004. Fly to Fairbanks, 
ride the sternwheeler down the Chena River. Visit 
Denali Park, Mt. McKinley, cruise from Whittier 
to Vancouver visiting Glacier Bay, College Fjord, 
Skagway, and Ketchikan. Write the Bohrers at 
3651 US Hwy 27S #62, Sebring, FL 33870; 
tel/fax 863-382-9371; e-mail rdwboh@aol.com. 

Loans and scholarships are available for qual
ified Church of the Brethren students or employ
ees of a Church of the Brethren agency prepar
ing for a career in a health care profession. This 
program is offered through the Association of 
Brethren Caregivers. For qualifications to receive 
a loan or scholarship, visit ABC's website at 
www.brethren.org/abd. For more information, 
contact Loans and Scholarships Coordinator 
Linda Timmons at 847-742-5100, ext. 300, or 
e-mail ltimmons _ abc@brethren.org. 



There are so many members unwilling to 
change or look at things in a new way, and 
they're usually the same people who look 
around a church and wonder where all the 
young people are. 

phone and a folk guitar. The hard truth is 
that most people under 45 are not 
remotely inspired by unenthusiastic 
singing of 200-year-old hymns, boring 
responsive readings, and a monotone 
message from the pulpit. 

with painful honesty. And each congrega
tion will have to do so on its own, expect
ing no help from our denominational lead
ership. If this does not happen, our current 
membership decline will accelerate. 

Where is our denominational leader
ship on this issue? They still think con
temporary means one guy with a micro-

Each congregation needs to have the 
courage to examine its worship service 

Nello Stover 
Seven Va lleys, Pa. 

Please send informat ion to be 
included in Turning Points to 
Jean Clements, 145 1 Dundee 
Ave, Elgin, IL 60 120; 
800 323 -8039 ext. 206; 
jclements_gb@brethren.org . 
Informat ion must be complete 
in order to be published. 
Information older than one year 
cannot be published. 

New Members 
Anderson, Ind.: Aaron Alexander, 

Naomi McDaniel, Holly Petty, 
Nancy Wood, Derek Zech 

Beaver Creek, Hagerstown, Md.: 
Anastasia Gaines, Laura 
Harmon, Nicholas Minnick, 
Benjamin Minnick 

Big Creek, Cushing, Okla.: 
Patricia Stump, Dewey 
Reinhardt, Lisa Reinhardt 

Broadfording, Hagerstown, Md.: 
Dustin Adams, Tyler Hoffman, 
Bailey Kercheval, Leonard 
Smith, Teresa Smith, Joel 
Smith, Michael Clarke, Josh 
Hoffman, Mark Shipp, Dan 
Burtner, Cammy Burtner, Josh 
Burtner, Kyle Buckholtz, Kayla 
Cunningham, W innie Gourley, 
Edward Krell, Kevin Sassaman 

Codorus, Loganville, Pa.: Megan 
Coggeshall, Randy Kline, 
Cheryl Kline, Megan Clements 

Copper Hill , Va.: Courtney Smith, 
Bailey Smith, Paul Weaver, 
Deborah Weaver 

County Line, Champion, Pa.: 
Brad Pawlikowski 

Decatur, Ill.: Mike Siburt, Ruth 
Siburt, Matt Siburt, Bob 
Traughber, Sharon K. 
Traughber 

Florin, Mount Joy, Pa.: Chynna 
McComscy, Wesley Ovens 

Heidelberg, Reistville, Pa.: Isaac 
Martin , Taylor Heffman 

Lebanon, Mount Sidney, Va.: 
Dennis Brown, Rachel Brown 

Locust Grove, Mount Airy, Md.: 
Amy Peterson, Matthew 
Brightwell , John Kemp, Sherry 
Kemp, Chris Pollatos, Robin 
PoUatos, Rosalie Brightwell , 
Delores Burrier, Vernon Byrns, 
Pat Byrns, Richard Peterson, 
Laura Boston, Audrey Smith, 
Wesley Fritz, William Fritz, Jr., 
Joanne Peterson, Anne VanSant, 
Donald VanSant, Karen Peterson, 
Diane M. Hall, Wayne A. Hall 

Lynchburg, Va.: Dustin Hinkle, 
Nathan Foust-Meyer, Zachary 
Foust-M eyer, Bob Driskill, Sue 

Driskill , Kristin Driskill, Tucker 
Driskill, Tiffany Walter, John 
Walter 

Manassas, Va.: Aaron Akers, 
Russell Beasley, Justin 
Dommer, Madison Geisler, 
Anja Hollinger, Jullian Kline, 
Lindsay Kline, Amy Ratchford, 
Kevin Weachter, Shelly 
Weachter 

Maple Grove, Lexington, N.C.: 
Ed Wall, Molly Wall 

McPherson, Kan.: Cynthia Dell 
Kinnamon, Alison Flory 
Replogle, Shawn Flory 
Replogle 

Mechanicsburg, Pa.: Tyler Adkins, 
Kayle Scott, Paige Thatcher, 
David Wise, Glen Daughtry, 
Wade Black, Jennifer Black 

Mohican, West Salem, Ohio: 
Danny Swartz, Virtle Smith, 
Bertha Smith, Bob Walker, 
Leann Walker 

Monroeville, Pa.: Joel Wilcher 
Moorefield, W.Va.: Joshua 

Thorne, Sarah Thorne, Evie 
Thorne, David Sions, David 
Smith, Cecil Haggerty, Lillie 
Haggerty 

Mountain View Fellowship, 
McGaheysville, Va. : Larry 
Caplinger, Genie Caplinger, 
Don Reniker, Betty Reniker, 
Bernie Mueller, Adela See, 
Maggie Erbaugh, Mandy Kirk, 
Chris Mueller, Myrta See 

New Beginnings, Warrensburg, 
Mo.: Jacob Baile Crouse, Frances 
Howard, Goldie Daugherty, 
Wanda Bradley, Paul Bradley, 
Jason Bradley, Lois Ritter 

Osage, McCune, Kan.: Christiania 
Bourbina, Whitney Ulery, Toby 
Ulery 

Peace Covenant, Durham, N.C.: 
Keith Stouder, April Loehmer, 
Bill Eckert, Terry Eckert, Grant 
Gibson, Karen Mortimer 

Pleasant View, Fayetteville, W.Va.: 
Ashlee M. Riner 

Pyrmont, Delphi, Ind. : Jamie 
Deardorff, Courtney Benefiel, 
Jessica Gregory 

Root River, Preston, Minn.: Ethan 
Serfling, Amanda Hendrickson, 
Alyssa Himlie 

San Diego, Calif. : Sally 
Kurzdorfer, Tara Bellafiore, 
Oren Kurtz, Nathan Colbert, 
Chris Davis, Hollie Schatz 

Spring Creek, Hershey, Pa .: 
Kathy Sicher, Zachary Kontra 

Wenatchee, Wash.: Jean Dewolf, 
Jim Merlin, Marty Sturgeon, 
Beth Ann Sturgeon, Carissa 
Sturgeon 

West Charleston, Tipp City, Ohio: 

Kristen Bailey, Courtney Bernard, 
Kendra Davis, Jenni McConnell 

West Goshen, Goshen, Ind .: Orin 
Griffith, Lae Luangasa 

Wedding 
Anniversaries 
Anderson, Elmer and Catherine, 

Hampstead, Md., 50 
Beegle, Paul and Faye, West 

Salem, Ohio, 50 
Eash, Ora and Luella, 

Middlebury, Ind., 60 
Gillin, Richard and Willa Jean, 

Johnstown, Pa. , 60 
Hoffert, Joseph and Lois, Des 

Moines, Iowa, 60 
Hose, Jack and Hazel, Moorefield, 

W.Va., 50 
Miller, Melvin and Eleanor, 

Mechanicsburg, Pa., 50 
Sollenberger, Carmon and Thessa, 

Sun City Center, Fla., 50 
Whetzel , Ashby and Audra, 

Broadway, Va., 50 
Ziegler, Levi and Helen, 

Manheim, Pa., 50 

Deaths 
Andes, Clifford Lee, 88, Midland, 

Va., Sept. 25 
Arnold, Robert, 90, New Market, 

Va., Sept. 24 
Barnett, Mabel, 83 , Monroeville, 

Pa., Sept. 29 
Beard, Mildred, 86, New Oxford, 

Pa ., Sept. 28 
Black, Charles, 80, Westminster, 

Md. , March 4 
Bollinger, Blanche, 80, Finksburg, 

Md., April 18 
Brunner, Barbara, 72, Monrovia, 

Md. , Sept. 30 
Bucher, Loren H ., 92, 

Quarryville, Pa., Sept. 10 
Burnside, Diane Cosner, 56, 

Montrose, W.Va., Aug. 22 
Cassels, Leola, 94, Sebring, Fla. , 

Oct. 10 
Cyphers, Gladys, 84, Charlotte, 

N.C., Oct. I 
Dagnell, Tercie M., 102, New 

Oxford, Pa. , Oct. 15 
Day, Catherine Lou, 65 , 

Petersburg, W.Va. , Sept. 29 
Fleming, Gloria A., 43, York, Pa., 

Sept. 20 
Fritz, Bernice, 71, Westminster, 

Md., Sept. 21 
Gish, J. Glenn, 90, Cumberland 

County, Pa ., Oct. 10 
Haggerty, Lillie, 93 , Baker, W.Va., 

Oct. 19 
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Harding, Aleda, 81, Johnstown, 

Pa ., Oct. 9 
Johnson, Raymond L., 72, Minot, 

N.D., Aug. 18 
Kovach, Donald, 75, Pottstown, 

Pa. , Oct. 15 
Lahman, Ella Mae, 66, 

Moorefield, W.Va. , Sept. 24 
Lease, Dorothy, 93, Cushing, 

Okla., May 22 
Light, Earl E., 65, Hershey, Pa., 

Sept. 20 
Lucas, Edwin, 46, Callaway, Va., 

July 13 
Martin, Dale E., 84, Goshen, 

Ind., Aug. 11 
Mathews, Ferne, 82, Jones Mills, 

Pa. , June 27 
May, Earl, 78, Hagerstown, Md., 

Oct. 13 
Miller, Martha, 9 1, Westminster, 

Md. , April 14 
Miller, Vera, 76, Quarryville, Pa. , 

Aug. 10 
Mongold, Harold, 65, London, 

Ky. , July 8 
Myers, Vernon, 82, Thurmont, 

Md., Sept. 9 
Perrott, Robert, 84, Hagerstown, 

Md., May 15 
Petershein, Anna M. , 83, 

Oakland, Md. , Sept. 12 
Poole, Alvin, 89, Mount Airy, 

Md. , Oct. 12 
Rhodes, Donna M. 84, 

Harrisonburg, Va. , Sept. 28 
Schechter, Ruby Yordy, 85 , 

Roanoke, Ill. , Sept. 5 
Shaffer, Ethel, 92, Martinsburg, 

Pa ., Oct. 13 
Shannon, Eugene, 50, 

Hollidaysburg, Pa. , Sept. 26 
Sluss, Earle, 84, Clintwood, Va., 

July 29 
Spangler, Gordon R. , 75, York, 

Pa ., Oct . 5 
Steelman, John, 83, 

Elizabethtown, Pa., Sept. 23 
Tinsman, George H., Jr., 83, 

Bear, Del. , Oct. 10 
Tran, Hoa, 50, Oklahoma City, 

Okla., Oct. 8 
Trobaugh, Wilma Mae, 85, 

Harrisonburg, Va., Oct. 14 
Warstler, Kathryn, 78, Syracuse, 

Ind., Aug. 24 
Wiggs, Tommy, 65 , Cushing, 

Okla., June 3 
Wolk, Ruth E. , 92 , Stahlstown, 

Pa. , June 5 
Zipf, Kenneth P., Sr., 88, 

Johnstown, Pa. , Oct. 9 

Licensings 
Chapman, Sheila Ann, W. Plains 

Dist. (Prince of Peace, 

Littleton, Colo.) , Sept. 21 
Decker, James D ., W. Pa. Dist. 

(Indiana, Pa.) , Aug. 3 
Garber, Evan, Shen. Dist. 

(Pleasant Valley, Weyers Cave, 
Va.) , March 23 

Holdeman, Rex A., N. Ind . Dist. 
(Union Center, Nappanee, 
Ind.). Sept. 21 

McEntire, Benjamin Travis, 
Southeastern Dist. (Mill Creek, 
Tryon, N.C.) , Oct. 19 

Parisot, Robert D., W. Plains Dist. 
(Ottawa, Kan.) , Sept. 28 

Stouder, Steven Todd, N. Ind. 
Dist. (Union Center, 
Nappanee, Ind.) , Sept. 21 

Thorpe, Elizabeth Ann, S. Pa. 
Dist. (Chambersburg, Pa .), 
June 22 

Thorpe, Phillip Arthur, S. Pa. 
Dist. (Chambersburg, Pa.) , 
June 22 

Wetzel , Eric, Shen. Dist. 
(Meadow Mills, Middletown, 
Va.) , Aug. 31 

Ordinations 
Baldwin, Robert W., S. Pa. Dist. 

(Huntsdale, Carlisle, Pa.), Oct. 12 
Houghton, Sally Marlene, W. Pa. 

Dist. (Moxham, Johnstown, 
Pa .), Oct. 5 

Nutting, Homer L., Jr., Mid-At!. 
Dist. (Evergreen, Reisterstown, 
Md.), Sept. 21 

Weiss, David, At!. N.E. Dist. 
(Mohrsville, Pa.), Oct. 5 

Wenger, Todd, S/C Ind . Dist. 
(Mex ico, Ind.) , Oct. 4 

Placements 
Fletcher, Michael L., from pastor, 

Fairview, Cordova, Md., to pas
tor, Detroit, Trinity, Redford, 
Mich., Sept. 14 

McCallister, Cara Austin, pastor, 
Lewiston, Min•n. , Sept. 1 

Rhoades, Marie, youth pastor, 
Lancaster, Pa., Oct. 1 

Ritchie, A.my Gall, from pastor, 
Florence, Constantine, Mich., to 
director of student development, 
Bethany Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Ind., Sept. 1 

Wenger, Todd, from interim to 
pastor, Mexico, Ind. , Oct. 4 

Wyrick, Ronald E., from associate 
vice president, Jun iata College, 
Huntingdon, Pa., to pastor, 
Harrisonburg, Va. , First, Oct. 1 

Young, Gordon Wesley, pastor, 
River Valley Fellowship, 
Moorefield, W.Va., April 1 
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EDITORIAL■ 

Another way of churching 

Finding a good 

Brethren way 

through 

controversy is 

not just to 

make us feel 

better. It is to 
make us more 

effective, 
:ogether, doing 

the work of 
the Lord." 

When Jesus said "I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life" (John 14:6) he was teaching us that the 
way we do things is important. We follow the Jesus 
way. Adverbs resonate with us because Brethren 
know instinctively that it matters how church is done. 
"Peacefully" and "simply" we like. To those we might 
add lovingly, respectfully, justly, deliberately, and 
other -lys, to describe our ideal selves. 

When we describe our church to others we are more 
likely to talk about the truth- what we believe-and the 
life- what we do-than we are to describe our way of 
doing things. That's because the world's mindset is that 
only results matter. We know better. "When we don't 
do it the Jesus way, we mess up the truth and we miss 
out on the life," says Eugene Peterson, author of The 
Message. "Until we care as much about and are as care
ful with the means as we are the ends, virtually anything 
we do makes matters worse. Only when we do the Jesus 
truth in the Jesus way do we get the Jesus life." 

Most churches that allow diversity deal with the 
same controversial issues as our church does, but each 
deals with them in its own way. Our answers may ulti
mately read not much different from the solutions 
arrived at by the Mennonites, the American Baptists or 
the Presbyterians, but we will have arrived at them in a 
different way. The challenge is to find the Brethren 
way by seeking Christ's way. Several in the church 
have been thinking lately about how to do that better. 

Kerby Lauderdale, pastor of Peace Church of the 
Brethren in Portland, Ore., writing in the Femailings 
newsletter, worries that delegates at Annual Conference 
quickly lose patience with public discussion, always 
wanting to end debate, take a vote, and move on. "They 
listen with respect to various speakers, but they seem to 
resist taking time to move into thoughtful discussion 
and discernment." He cites the complex issue from last 
summer's Conference of recognizing the Brethren sepa
rating from the Church of North India. A spirited dis
cussion was beginning, many people were waiting at 
microphones to join in it, and several thoughtful speak
ers had called for broader reflection on the issue. But 
when the moderator tested the delegates' readiness to 
vote or to continue the discussion, their overwhelming 
response was to end the discussion. 

He suggests this may be a reflection of society as a 
whole, influenced by television, which has made 
images more important than words, making serious 
and thoughtful public discourse increasingly rare. 
Short of addressing the culture's growing impatience, 
there are ways to improve Annual Conference 
decisonmaking so that "our actions might not be 
quite as precipitous and divisive," Lauderdale says . 

One is to dust off the 1988 Annual Conference paper 
called ''A structural framework for dealing with strongly 
controversial issues" that seems to have been forgotten in 
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recent dealings with controversy. The paper says, "In a 
church that holds strongly the reconciliation mode, we 
are called to think about how we can express differences 
in ways that will bring us closer together rather than 
pulling us further apart." The paper says controversial 
matters need the investment of more time, skill, educa
tion, and even money. "Where people continue to feel a 
part of the body, they will continue to support the life and 
work of the church. Where they feel excluded by deci
sions, they will withdraw support. Therefore, it is costly 
not to deal with controversial issues in a way which 
encourages greater investment of time and participation." 

Mutual respect is key to the way Doug Reichenbach 
and Nate Polzin, both Church of the Brethren minis
ters in the Michigan District, maintain their friendship 
despite being on opposite sides of the homosexuality 
debate. During a recent joint presentation on how they 
get along so well, they said not only are they careful 
not to misrepresent the other's views, but they are able 
to state the other's viewpoint in a way that other per
son finds agreeable. A variant of this put-yourself-in
the-other's -shoes approach is being used by the 
Denominational Name Study Committee. It asks 
Brethren to consider, "Can you imagine why some 
might have different perspectives about the name?" 

At the November gathering of Voices for an Open 
Spirit, Guy Wampler, Jr., former moderator and 
retired Church of the Brethren pastor, spoke of the 
need to approach controversial matters with an under
standing and respect for the underlying principles of 
each side. He cited the 19th century English minister 
Frederick W Robertson, who maintained that "the 
truth, as a rule, does not lie with either extreme. Nor 
does it lie with the golden mean, the halfway position, 
the compromise which misses the strength of both 
extremes. The truth lies rather in the recognition of 
certain deeper underlying principles which make pos 
sible the strength of both the extremes." 

For example, in the homosexuality debate, one side 
may be coming from a desire for law and order, con
tinuity, and purity, while the other side may be 
emphasizing grace and freedom. Recognizing that 
both are biblical principles, deserving of respect, may 
help the church find its way. 

Continuing to seek the best way forward doesn't 
mean avoiding conflict or staying put. In his book, 
Jesus and Nonviolence: A Third Way, Walter Wink 
emphasizes that Jesus practiced nonviolence "mili
tantly" against injustice. Nonviolent action and loving 
confrontation are not techniques to make life more 
comfortable, but tools to get justice done. 

Likewise, finding a good Brethren way through 
controversy is not just to make us feel better. It is to 
make us more effective, together, doing the work of 
the Lord.-FLETCHER FARRAR 
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Work camps 
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1. Castan~r, Puerto Rico - June 14-20. 
2. St. Croix, Virgin ls.lands - June 14-20 
3. Dominican Republic (BRF) ~ j'une 20-W 
4. Dominican Republic - June· 19-27 
5. fv1endenhall, Mississippi - July 12-18 

. 6. Surprise, Arizona ·: July 12-18· 

. 7. Los Angeles, California - July 19-25 
~ 8. Crossnore, North Carolina• July 19-25 

9. Di-saster Response - July 25-31 
10. Washington, DC - July 26-August 1 • 
11. Pine Ridge, South Dakota - August 1-7 
12. N. Fort Myers, Florida ~ August 2-8 
13. Gould Farm, Massachusetts - August 9-15 
14. Reynosa, Mexico - August 8-1-4 
15. Ke3/ser;· west Virginia - August 9-15 .. . 

j UOio~: -ff,!,h _:· · 
16. Richmond, Virginia - June 16-20 
17. Harrisburg, Pennsylvania - June 23-27 
18. lnnisfree Village, Virginia -June 28-July 2 
19. Inspiration Center, Wisconsin - June 27-Ju·ly 2 
20. New Windsor, Maryland - July 19-23 
ii. Indianapolis, Indiana - July 28 - August 1 
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22. Dayton, Ohio - August 4-8 · 

You~ Adult 
IJouth & 'Joun, Adult ffl inhtrie, 
· a ministrlj of the General Board 

23. Taize, France/Geneva, Switzerland - May 28 - June 10 

RegistrationS'will be processed on a first-come, first-se1Ved basis starting .December 1, 2003. 
ParticiRants must regi&ter on the workc~mp web page at www.brethren.org/genbd/yya/workcamps/index.htm. 

A $.50 non-refundable deposit is du~ at the time of regi stration and the full balance of the registration fee is due by April 1, 2004. 
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