How would our churches be different if we learned to care for others like Jesus cares for us?
Daniel Ulrich and Janice Fairchild offer a helpful guide that shows us what it means to practice
"J esuscare" as taught in Matthew 18. Bible study, real life examples, and exercises invite you to
practice these values and become a part of the caring community of believers that Jesus desires.

New from Brethren Press. $9.95 plus shipping and handling.
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12 Annual Conference 2003
Coverage of the Boise Annual Conference
includes news of business and elections (p.12),
some thoughts from the children who attended
(p. 16), highlights of the worship services (p.
18), and insights from inspiring speakers (p. 32).

20 The Howard Royer story

ONTHECOVER
Explorers, psalmists, novelists, and filmmakers have all rhapsodized over
rivers. Rivers when calm signify respite, replenishment, adventure, even new
life through baptism. Brethren have their own lexicon of hallowed streams:
Eder, Wissahickon, the rivers that powered the westward migration, the
rivers and creeks for which some 65 of our congregations are named.
No wonder then that the Boise River with its parkway running by
Boise State University lured this year's Annual Conferencegoers. It was
the setting for early morning prayer walks, young adult rafting and tubing, and the annual fitness run and walk. Gathered over the Fourth of
July weekend, Brethren were joined by thousands of area folk in using
the Boise River for recreation.
But Brethren not only played and prayed at the river; they sang about it. In
a Conference that heralded prayer in countless ways, "Down to the river to
pray," a song popularized by the film Oh Brother, Where Art Thou? became
a signature mood piece: "Oh sisters, let's go down /Come on down, let's go
down, /Oh brothers let's go down, /Down to the river to pray."
Annual Conference's romance with rivers and waterways seemingly is
unending: last year, it was the Ohio in Louisville; next year it will be the
Kanawha and Elk in Charleston, W. Va., followed by the Illinois in Peoria,
the Des Moines in Des Moines, the Cuyahoga and Lake Erie in
Cleveland, and the James in Richmond.
"There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God," wrote the
ancient psalmist. Rivers still make glad the people of God.-Howard Royer
Chris Detrick, a member of Codorus Church of the Brethren, Loganville, Pa., served
as lead photographer for this year's Annual Conference in Boise. Chris will be a junior photojournalism major at the University of Missouri this fall. His work has
appeared in several newspapers and in People magazine. Other members of this
year's news services team were Walt Wiltschek, director of news services for the
General Board, and volunteers Audrey Decoursey of Portland, Ore.; Beth Rhodes
and Amy Rhodes of Roanoke, Va.; Keith Hollenberg of York, Pa.; and David Young of
Dunmore, VII. Va. Cover photo of the young adult rafting trip is by Beth Rhodes.

Retiring this month after working for the
Church of the Brethren for 50 years, Howard
Royer, former editor of MESSENGER and now
director of interpretation for the General
Board, has devoted his career to creatively
telling the stories of the church. Now we tell
his story, a parable of faithfulness.

28 We're all disabled
Kenneth L. Gibble offers here a better way to
think about people with disabilities. Being disabled is only a matter of degree. Nobody's
perfect. Everyone is unique and of infinite
value in the eyes of God.
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

T

he staff of this magazine is smaller than you might think,
given the list of names on the previous page. Those whose sole job it
is to work on MESSENGER are only Fletcher Farrar, the editor, and Diane
Stroyeck, half-time subscription specialist. As you can see, it takes a few more
to help get the magazine out the door and into your homes.
Unfortunately, several of our number are making changes this summer,
diminishing our team.
As part of his responsibilities as director of news services, Walt Wiltschek has
prepared the news pages for each issue of MESSENGER and written occasional
features. While he leaves Brethren Press for the new position of director of
Brethren identity, thankfully he remains with the General Board. In fact, we
expect to continue to see his byline in the magazine, as he finds time to write
even more feature stories.
Russ Matteson, director of marketing and sales for Brethren Press, has served
MESSENGER by supervising, advertising, circulation-and, more recently, promotion. His unique combination of experiences and skills-including pastoral,
business, peace studies, and bookstore management-have made him an outstanding marketer for Brethren Press and communicator for the General Board.
Russ and his wife, Erin, have been called to be co-pastors of the Modesto
(Calif.) congregation. Though we are tempted to question God's timing, we
wish them well in this new ministry.
In a class of his own is Howard Royer, who will retire this month from his
position as director of interpretation (see article on p. 20). He has served the
Church of the Brethren for 50 years as a writer, editor, and tirelessly creative
communicator. He was editor of MESSENGER from 1971 to 1978, but his contributions to the magazine did not end then. He has continued to provide many
ideas and articles-some of them bylined but many of them not. One of his signature creations is the occasional photo-essay insert in MESSENGER.
Though MESSENGER can lay particular claim to Howard, his gifts have extended well beyond the magazine's readership, and even beyond the Church of the
Brethren. In significant ways he has helped the sometimes tongue-tied Brethren
to give voice to our identity, to learn to tell our story. He has provided a ministry of words and images. With deep gratitude we thank him for being a caretaker of the soul of the Church of the Brethren.

Subscriptions:
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$13 .50 gift subscriptions
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Last year's NYC clinic boxes,
a gift that keeps o n giving

Church of the Brethren youth gathered 380 clinic boxes for a special
offering at NYC 2002. Now th ey ha ve a report on jus t how and where the
materials helped the needy around the world.

An evening of food,
music, and rai n at
Camp Mardela
Heavy downpours didn't prevent
a large crowd from coming to
Camp Mardela on June 7 for an
evening of food and music.
The camp, located on the
Eastern Shore of Maryland in
Denton, has launched a new outreach ministry in the past few
years, offering a home-cooked,
buffet-style dinner followed by a
Christian concert.
Rain forced the June 7 event

from the camp's pavilion to its
main lodge, where more than 200
people packed rows of tables for
a mea l cooked by volunteers.
Congregations donated pies and
ot her baked goods for dessert.
After the dinner, the female trio
"Tapest ry" from Sellersville, Md.,
and the all-male "Reunion" quartet from Crisfield delivered a variety of gospel music and energetic
tunes. One of the performers
cal led it a night of rededication
fo r the camp's 50-plus years of
minist ry and the many lives
touched the re.

Nearly a yea r after t he 2002 Church of the Brethren
National Youth Conference held in Colorado, Vickie
Johnson of lnterchurch Medical Assistance-based at
the Brethren Service Center in New Windsor, Md.sent a letter to youth and advisors who attended to let
them know t he results of a significant gift given at the
conference. An excerpt of her report follows:
"At last year's conference, you participated in the
largest single collection of Church of the Brethren
Clinic Boxes in the program's four-year history. Last
July, Church of the Brethren youth gathered 380 clinic
boxes fo r a special offering at NYC 2002.
"In just over a year, those boxes have been distributed to health workers in the Dominican Republic (30
boxes), Nicaragua (24 boxes), Haiti (two boxes), and
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (198 boxes). The
remaining 126 boxes are currently being prepared for
shipment to Honduras (80 boxes) and Nicaragua (46
boxes). We want you to know how your gift was used.
"Two of the clinic boxes given at NYC 2002 were
sent to Francisco Blandon, who operates a small clinic
in the rural village of El Socorro in Nicaragua.
"Francisco received his health-care training from a
Nicaraguan nonprofit group. He can diagnose and
treat 18 common illnesses, suture wounds, and deliver
babies. He knows that antibiotics can cure an infection
before it becomes life-th reat ening, first aid creams can
ensure proper healing of wounds, and vitamins can
supplement the diets of malnourished children. Your
gift has given Francisco the tools to heal the people of
his village and keep t heir children healthy."

M embers of the gospel quarte t "Re unio n" from Crisfield,
M d., enterta in a full house in Cam p Mardela 's din ing hall.
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Stewardship in
unlikely places
One church in northern Indiana
has found a way to merge
heating and cooling with stewardship. The Manchester
Church of the Brethren, North
Manchester, Ind., uses a
ground source heat pump-a
system originally developed in
the 1960s and 70s-to heat and
cool the church.
Traditionally building heating
systems use some sort of fire.
Natural gas, propane or some
other fossil fuel is burned and
the heat released is circulated
At the Manchester (Ind.) church, ten miles of pipe buried six feet deep help to heat
around the building. With
and cool the building.
ground source heat, there is no
fire; the heat comes, instead,
church. Each subdivision can be
from the ground. The Manchester
heating. Significantly less carbon
independently controlled. If one
dioxide is released to contribute to
Church of the Brethren has 10
unit breaks the others continue to
miles of pipe laid out horizontally,
global warming.
work so the entire building isn 't
buried six feet deep, in front the
The heating system means less
left without heat or air conditionbuilding. The pipes contain a fluid,
reliance on imported fossil fuels,
ing.
primarily water and anti-freeze.
which are subject to price manipuThough
installing
a
system
like
With the aid of pumps, water is
lation and military control. In this
circulated between the pipes
this is initially costly, it so dramatiway the ground source heat pump
buried in the ground and the heat
cally reduces the cost of heating
creates a disconnect with the miliand cooling that it virtually pays for
pumps in the building. Depending
tary, which for a pacifist church
itself in four to seven years. On
on the season, heat is carried
creates a unique form of stewardaverage the total costs of energy
either to the heat pumps, or away
ship.
from them. The heat pumps subfor a building, including heating, air
Lastly, there is financial stewardconditioning, lights, etc., is about
sequently either heat or cool the
ship. The funds saved b¥ the
$1 per square foot. But with a
air circulating in the building.
reduced heating and cooling bill
Inside the building, the temperaground source heat pump it can
can be redirected and used to help
cost 40 to 50 percent less.
ture is controlled much like any
send students to school, help feed
other heating and air conditioning
What does all this have to do
the hungry, send people on miswith stewardship? It is good stewsions, and be put back into the
units, with a thermostat. Unlike
ardship of creation. Little fossil
traditional units, however, the air
local community.
fuel is burnt, and no carbon
coming from a ground source
For more information contact
monoxide is released into the air,
heat pump is not central. Instead
the Manchester Church of the
eliminating the threat of carbon
of one large unit to heat or cool
Brethren or John Hartsough at
monoxide poisoning that comes
the entire building, there are sevhartsough@nmanchester.net.
with other conventional means of
-Tasha Hornbacker
eral small units that subdivide the
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Remembered
Irene Frantz Bittinger was a teacher, a missionary, a writer, a
hostess, a mother. She died April 11 at the Cedars Health Care
Center in McPherson, Kan. She was 97.
Born in Frystown, Pa., in 1905, she was baptized into the
Church of the Brethren in 1916 after a
hole was sawn in 10-inch-thick ice.
She graduated with honors from
Elizabethtown College. For religious
reasons she did not wear the mortarboard, but wore her prayer covering
instead.
She taught high school in
Pennsylvania, then in 1927 married
Desmond Bittinger, who was later
editor of The Gospel Messenger
(1944-1950) and president of
McPherson College (1950-1965).
Ire ne Frantz Bittinger

From 1930 to 1938 the Bittingers served as missionaries in
Nigeria, where Irene operated well-baby clinics and experimented with ways to improve mothers' and babies' diets.
She wrote lessons and programs for denominational periodicals and did research for her husband's books. In her 90s she
acquired a computer and enjoyed keeping in touch with family
and friends by e-mail. She posted stories of her life experiences on her website (see MESSENGER, June 1998, '"Mom B,'
93, has her own website"). Her stories are still available at
http://users.bigpond.com/steve.bittinger/.
A mother of four, she was chosen Kansas Mother of the Year
in 1956. She served on the Kansas Committee for the White
House Studies on Children and Youth.
During her years as a college president's wife, she was the
official hostess for McPherson College. In recent years she
spoke at a banquet as honorary chair for the college's fundraising campaign. Many of the college's alumni at the banquet
were impressed when, after 40-plus years, she recognized
them by name.

It••
Alll.

Old Kansas church gets
a new sanctuary
Hammers pounded, saws buzzed, and dust
flew as the old Osage Church of the
Brethren, McCune, Kan., was remodeled,
the basement floor lowered, and a 30-foot
extension added. While construction progressed, the congregation worshipped in
the old fellowship hall. Classes doubled up
for Sunday school, and the janitor was kept
busy keeping the church clean.
On Easter Sunday, April 20, the congregation worshipped for the first time in the
new sanctuary. Construction was not finished but the excitement and joy of the
occasion showed on members' faces.
The new sanctuary is 40 feet by 60 feet.
On the same level are a classrooom, two
restrooms, and a large vestibule. It is
accessed by an elevator a_nd stairs, as is
the lower level. The basement has a large
fellowship hall, kitchen, and four classrooms. The old fellowship hall and three

The Osage (Kan.) Church of the Brethren after
its facelift.

classrooms are still attached. The roof,
siding, and windows were changed so the
whole structure would match.
The Osage congregation was organized
in 1878 in Osage Township, Crawford
County, Kan. The first meetings were held
in the Osage schoolhouse. A charter was
obtained in 1881 and a church building
erected in 1885. Early members came
from Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, with
names of Edgecombe, Wolfe, Shively,
Neher, Ulery, Green, and Stroup. The
church has served the community for 125
years. A dedication service will be held in
November.-Doris Crumpacker

Since 1885

Mutual Aid Association
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

Take advantage of
our homeownerJsJ
JarmJ church and
business coverage

...

Receive the benefits of timehonored protection provided by
people you can trust.
To find out more call toll-free
or find us on the web at
www.maabrethren.com

...

3094 Jeep Road, Abilene, KS 674IO
Phone 800-255-1243 • Fax 800-238-7535
email maa@maabrethren.com
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BRETHRENSPEAK

"Without
exception, all of
the teams that
have worked in
Columbus have
provided a
witness to the
living Christ as
he works the
extraordinary
th rough ordinary
people."
-Don Vol lenweider, execut ive
director of a local response
organization in Columbus, Miss., on
the tornado recovery efforts of
Church of the Brethren disaster
response vo lu nteers

Higher education conference
examines church-college ties
Professors, pastors, college administrators, and
others met at Elizabethtown (Pa.) College June 6-8
to consider what higher education means in the
Church of the Brethren context.
The "Toward a Brethren Philosophy of Higher
Education" conference was coordinated by
Elizabethtown's Young Center for Anabaptist and
Pietist Studies, with sponsorship from The Rhodes
Consultation on the Future of the Church-Related
Bob Neff, former Juniata College president and
College, the Lilly Endowment, and the Brethren
Higher Education Association. About 50 people took former general secretary of the General Board, gave
part in the event.
a keynote address on "Trajectories" of higher
Speakers and panels shared viewpoints on vareducation in the denomination at a June conference
ied aspects of higher education, representing both
in Elizabethtown, Pa.
the college and church perspectives. Topics included biblical and theological foundations, the importance of having Brethren personnel at the
denomination's colleges, the church-college relationship, and models of maintaining Brethren
identity on campus.
Presenter Dale Ulrich of Bridgewater, Va., noted that while "Brethren colleges have flourished"
with rapid growth since 1960, "at the same time, even a casual observer would notice that the colleges' relationship to the church has diminished." He cited the lack of Brethren faculty on the campuses as a primary reason for that drifting apart.
Former General Board general secretary and Juniata College president Bob Neff gave the
keynote address at an evening banquet, looking at "trajectories" of higher education in the church.
He identified student engagement, peace education, exposure to values, service learn ing,
exchange programs, and a strong sense of community as key issues.

Brethren Homes Forum draws
large group to look at issues
Nearly 50 chief executive officers, senior management staff, board members, and residents
attended the 2003 Fellowship of Brethren
Homes Forum, making it among the largest of
the six annual forums held to date. This year's
forum began June 5 with a welcome by Gary
Clouser, CEO of Brethren Village, Lancaster, Pa.,
which hosted the event.
Three professionals-attorney James Saxton
of Lancaster, Dr. Robyn Stone of the American
Association of Homes and Services for the
Aging, and Jerry Haselmayer from Leadership
Pathways-challenged the group on issues concerning litigation, long-term care regulations,
and leadership development. An additional 20
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CEOs and senior management staff of other
faith-based retirement centers attended the presentations by Stone and Saxton.
Highlighting the forum were tours of three
large retirement communities, including
Brethren Village. A Friday evening banquet honored six homes and seven individuals for their
contributions to their own homes and· to the
Fellowship of Brethren Homes, a ministry of the
Association of Brethren Caregivers.
The Fellowship also gave citations to two
executives who have retired or are retiring:
Judith Wallace, former CEO and president of the
Brethren Home Community, New Oxford, Pa.,
who retired at the end of January; and Richard
Bowman, CEO and president of Fahrney-Keedy
Memorial Home, Boonsboro, Md., who will
retire at the end of this year.

Dozens train for
Disaster Child Care
Eighty-one people attended the
five Level 1 Disaster Child Care
Training workshops held this
spring in Florida, Kansas,
Nebraska, Washington, and New
Hampshire.
The 27-hour experience
includes sleeping on fold-up cots
and sharing simple meals in a
simulated American Red Cross
shelter, helping participants get a
sense of life at an actual
response project. The group also
sets up a child-care center using
therapeutic play activities from a
"Kit of Comfort" suitcase.
Leaders teach the mission and
purpose of Disaster Child Care,
effects of disasters on young
children, and the way children's
needs and fears change at those

times. Other topics include the
functions and goals of play in the
child-care center, learning appropriate caregiving responses, and
how Disaster Child Care interacts
with other disaster response
agencies.
Staff were especially pleased
by the strong turnout at the
Winchester, N.H., training site
May 30-31, with 14 people
attending in an area where few
Brethren live. Participants came
from Vermont, Massachusetts,
New York, and Illinois.
One additional workshop is
scheduled this year, Oct. 25-26 at
Elizabethtown (Pa.) Church of the
Brethren. The ministry is sponsored by the General Board's
Emergency Response/Service
Ministries office. For details, visit
www.disasterchildcare.org or call
800-451-4407 (option 5).

Spiritual Directors' Network
makes plans for the future
Members of the recently formed Church of the Brethren
Spiritual Directors' Network met May 27-29 at Shepherd's
Spring Outdoor Ministries Center near Sharpsburg, Md.
Sixteen men and women gathered for times of worship,
personal retreat, discernment about how the network might
make itself available to serve the denomination, and some
sessions for professional growth on "Spiritual Direction and
Dreams," led by Mennonite Joan Yoder Miller.
Other leadership for the weekend included Helen Beery
of North Manchester, Ind.; Ed Poling of Hagerstown, Md.;
and Chris Douglas of Elgin, Ill. Those three also serve on
the Spiritual Directors' Advisory Committee, along with
Glenn Mitchell of Boalsburg, Pa.
Another retreat for those trained in spiritual direction in
the Church of the Brethren is planned for May 2004 at
Shepherd's Spring. The leader for the three-day event will
be Tilden Edwards, who will give leadership on the topic
of "Sabbath." For more information contact Chris
Douglas, who serves as liaison to the group through the
General Board Congregational Life Ministries office, at
800-323-8039 ext. 297 or cdouglas_gb@brethren.org.

Participants in the San
Juan, Puerto Rico, senior
high workcamp at the
Christian Community
Center in Caimito, Puerto
Rico . About two dozen
workcamps for junior high
and senior high youth are
taking place this summer.
In all, 550 people are
expected to participate. The
General Board Youth/Young
Adult Ministry office coordinates the program.
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Personnel moves
• Roy W inter was called as executive
director of the Brethren Service Center
in New W indsor, Md., effective July 9.
This is a one-quarter time appoint ment that will be combined with his
current work as the General Board's
director of Emergency Response.

Winter began his service with the
General Board in June 2001 as coordinator of the Disaster Child Care program, taking on the broader
Emergency Response administrative
responsibilities last year. His new role,
providing oversight and coordination
to all the ministries of the center, will
also include serving on the General

Tax re ie
for you can be a world
of relief for others.

Those few extra dollars could mean a few more mouths fed, a few
more homes built, and a few more lives with burdens relieved .
Support of the Christ-centered ministries of the Ge nera l Board: Gene ral M inistries,
Emergency Disaster, Global Food Crisis, and Emerging Global Missions. Through
your prayers and assistance, these min istries are extending the reac h of Christ
around the world. Examples pictured below: Brethren workcamps in Mexico, relief

& reconciliation in Iraq, BVS presence in Northern Ireland, rural development in
Nigeria.

!Photos, left to right, Luke Croushorn, M el Lehman, Walt Wiltschek, and Janis Pyle).
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Board's Leadership Team.
A former school psychologist,
Winter holds a graduate degree in
educational psychology from the
University of Kansas and a bachelor of
science in psychology from
McPherson (Kan.) College. He and his
family attend Westminster (Md.)
Ch urch of the Brethren .
• Phillip Jones of Chapel Hill, N.C.,
was called to fill the General
Board's director of Brethren witness
and Washington Office position
effective July 21 .
Jones most recently served as pastor
of the Peace Covenant Church of the
Brethren fellowship in Durham, N.C.,
and as a human services case worker.
He previous ly served as a pastor in
Florida, as a youth minister and prison
chaplain, and as a dairy owner and
manager. He also has been involved in
extensive grassroots efforts in peace
and justice issues, including work
against the death penalty and organizing opposition to the recent war in Iraq.
He is a graduate of the North
Carolina State University Agricultural
Institute and Bethany Theological
Seminary, and has served on the On
Earth Peace board since 2002. He
planned to move to the Washington,
D.C., area this summer.
• Walt Wiltschek was called to the
newly creat ed General Board position
of director of Brethren identity beginning in August. Wiltschek began as
interim Newsline and MESSENGER
news editor in August 1999 and
became full-time director of News
Services in January 2000.
He previously served as an associate pastor and youth minister, and as
a newspaper reporter and -copy editor.
He is a graduate of York College of
Pennsylvania, Eastern Mennonite
University, and Lancaster Theological
Seminary.
Wiltschek is a member of York
Center Church of the Brethren,
Lombard, Ill., and will continue to
work out of the General Offices in
Elgin. The new position combines
responsibilities in communications
and media, denomi national relations

DISCOVER THE WORLD

ON A

TOURMAGINATION TOUR
and connections, and assisting development of the unique Church of the Brethren
voice and perspective.
• Greg and Karin Davidson Laszakovits
have accepted the call to be the US representatives to the Church of the Brethren in
Brazil, working with the emerging church
there. They will serve through the General
Board Global Mission Partnerships office
and plan to begin the position this fall.
Greg had earlier announced his resignation as coordinator of the Church of the
Brethren Washington Office effective July
26. He had served in that role since April
2000. Karin has been working as a therapist with the Center for Mental Health in
Washington, D.C.
Both had also previously served at the
Church of the Brethren General Offices
through Brethren Volunteer Service.
• Steve Mason will conclude his service
as executive director of the Association of
Brethren Caregivers on or about Dec. 31,
according to an announcement from the
agency's board.
Mason has served as executive director
since Jan. 1, 1998, when ABC became an
independent agency. It was formally recognized as an Annual Conference agency
later that year.
Mason's future plans are undetermined
at this time. He said his decision to leave
ABC is with the best interests of the organization in mind. "I believe, as this organization moves into a new stage of its life, it
will be better served by a new executive."
The search process to identify a new
executive director is expected to be
announced soon.
• Russ Matteson announced his resignation as director of marketing and sales for
Brethren Press effective Aug. 18. He and
his wife, Erin-currently pastor of Faith
Church of the Brethren in Batavia, Ill.have accepted the call to serve as co-pastors of Modesto (Calif.) Church of the
Brethren.
Matteson, who had previously also
served as a Brethren Volunteer Service
worker in the General Board's Youth/Young
Adult Ministry office and as support staff
at the General Offices, began his current
position in July 1999. He has overseen
MESSENGER advertising, circulation, and
promotion as part of his work.

FALL 2003 TOURS
FALL FOLIAGE TOUR in NEW ENGLAND
(October 7-13)
GERMANY and SWITZERLAND (October 9-23)
CHRISTMAS SERVICE TOUR to PENNSYLVANIA
(November 29 - December 4)

CANADIAN MARITIME PROVINCES (August 7-16)
SWISS GLACIER EXPRESS (August 9-24)
IRELAND (September 3-14)
SWISS-VOLHYNIAN MENNONITE HERITAGE
(September 15-29)
LANDS of the BIBLE (September)

2004TOURS
SERVICE TOUR to SUNNY JAMAICA
(January 23 - February 1)
VIETNAM (February 4-21)
AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND (February 6-26)
MEXICO (Morch 5-13)
PARAGUAY, BOLIVIA and PERU
(Morch 23 - April 8)

"Building bridges among Mennonites and other Christians
around the world through custom-designed travel. "

SEVEN CHURCHES of REVELATION (May 28 - June 8)

CALL 1-800-565-0451

ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 9-21)

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR

EUROPEAN ANABAPTIST HERITAGE (June 9-23)
ENGLAND and SCOTLAND for
GRANDPARENTS and GRANDCHILDREN
(June 23 - July 5)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE (July 6-22)
From PRAGUE to GDANSK (July 22 - August 1)

E-MAIL: olfice@tourmagination.com
WEB: www.tourmagination.com

9 Willow Street
Woterloo, ON N2J 1V6 Conoda
Reg. #1567 624

l 011 Cothill Rood
Sellersville. PA 18960-131 5
USA

Bui/din relationshi s.
Advancing your mission.
Supporting denominationally related nonprofit organizations
with advancement consultation services, including:
Strategic visioning
Fund raising
Campaigns
Communications
Constituency relations
Jerry Kennell, Rich Gerig, and Dan Hess
welcome Pat Swartzendruber as Associate.

3816 La Mesa Drive
Fort Collins, CO 80524-9529
866-777-1606 toll free
info@advanassociates.com
www.advanassociates.com

ADVANCEMENT Associates
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UPCOMINGEVENTS

VOUTHBEAT

Aug. 1-3 Northern Plains District
Conference, University of Northern
Iowa, Cedar Falls, Iowa
Aug. 1-3 Western Plains District
Conference, University of Southern
Colorado, Pueblo, Colo.
Aug. 2-3 Southern Plains District
Conference, Antelope Valley Church
of the Brethren, Billings, Okla.
Aug. 3-9 Senior High Youth
Workcamp, Pine Ridge, S.D.
Aug. 4-10 Senior High Youth
Workcamps, Keyser, W.Va . and
Putney, Vt.

Men tors, sta ff, and interns in this year's Ministry Summer Service program gathered for a group picture
/and showed off their fun side) in front of the Earlham College conference center where they met.

Aug. 8-10 Northern Ohio District
Conference, Ashland (Ohio)
University
Aug. 8-10 Oregon/Washington
District Conference, Camp Koinonia,
Cle Elum, Wash.
Aug. 10-16 Senior High Youth
Workcamp, Pine Ridge, S.D.
Aug. 11-17 Senior High Youth
Workcamp, Monterey, Mass.
Aug. 14-16 Caring Ministries
Assembly, Bridgewater (Va.) Church
of the Brethren
Aug. 14-17 Michigan District
Conference, Wesleyan Conference
Center, Hastings, Mich.
Aug. 17-27 Brethren Volunteer
Service/Brethren Revival
Fellowship Unit 256 orientation,
Roxbury (Pa .) Holiness Camp
Aug. 22-Sept. 6 Global Mission
Partnerships Faith & Advocacy visit
to Sudan

II
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Ministry Summer Service
gives young adults options
Sixteen interns, match i ng last year's
record high, were present for this year's
Ministry Summer Service orientation in
Richmond, Ind. The annual program, spon sored by the General Board's Youth/Young
Adult and Ministry offices, allows young
adults to consider ministry options by
placing them in ministry settings with a
mentor for the summer.
The week-long orientation, held May 31
to June 6 on the Earlham College campus,
included sessions led by Bethany
Theological Seminary faculty and General
Board staff; a tour of the Bethany facility;
an exploration of personality styles and
their effect on communication at work led
by On Earth Peace co-executive Bob
Gross; a service project in the Richmond
community; and worship times planned
and led by interns.
Mentors joined the orientation for the
final two and a half days, spending some
time as a group to go over questions and
expectations, and other times working in
pairs with their respective interns, setting
up position descriptions for the summer.
The week concluded with a commissioning service that included blessings given by

each mentor to his or her intern. Interns are
serving for nine weeks, the majority of them
in congregations in five states and
Washington, D.C. Others are serving at
camps, on the Youth Peace Travel Team, at
the Church of the Brethren Washington
Office, as youth workcamp assistants, and
at the Brethren Service Center in New
Windsor, Md .

Youth Peace Travel Team
sets out for Midwest tour
The 2003 Youth Peace Travel Team began its
summer-long service with a week at
Woodland Altars in Southern Ohio, June 1521. The itinerary for this year's team of
Laura Sweitzer, Erica Schatz, and Mandy
Wampler was to take them primarily to
Church of the Brethren camps in the
Midwest, plus a trip out to Boise, Idaho, for
Annual Conference.
The Youth Peace Travel Team is jointly
sponsored by Outdoor Ministries
Association, On Earth Peace, and the
General Board's Brethren Witness office,
Washington Office, and Brethren Volunteer
Service. The team spends the summer
engaging in peace education in Brethren
church camps. This is the 13th year a team
has been sent out.

1. Puerto Rico. The 17th annual island-wide Church of
the Brethren assembly was held in the San Juan-area
community of Caimito June 13-14, hosted by the
Segunda Iglesia Cristo Misionera Fellowship congregation. Under the leadership of moderator Nilsa Rivera, a
member of the Castaner congregation, 22 delegates from
five churches heard reports, voted to approve a budget
for the fiscal year that began June 1, and held a reorganization of the board that resulted in Nelson Sanchez, Vega
Baja, being selected as president for the second year of
his term.

materials to women for income generation, and provide
50,000 students in 100 schools with desks, chairs, and
school kits. The fund has also supported earlier relief
efforts in Afghanistan.

5. Mississippi. Another Emergency Disaster Fund grant,
for $15,000, will provide additional support for an ongoing Church of the Brethren Emergency Response/Service
Ministries tornado recovery project in Mississippi. The
project began in Columbus, Miss., in March, and the new
grant allowed Brethren volunteers to continue work
through the summer.

2. North/South Korea. The US National Council of
Churches and Church World Service cosponsored a June
16-18 consultation to discuss the situation on the Korean
peninsula. Held in Washington, D.C., the event brought
together religious leaders from South Korea and the
United States and a variety of humanitarian experts,
about 80 people in all. Church of the Brethren General
Board Global Mission Partnerships executive director
Merv Keeney was among those attending and convened
one of the sessions. The group called for a peaceful solution to the Korean crisis and urged the prompt reconvening of talks with North Korea.

3. Liberia. A General Board Emergency Disaster Fund
grant will support a Church World Service (CWS) project
aiding displaced people in the Bong region of this west
African nation. The country has been torn by heavy fighting in a years-long civil war between government troops
and rebel forces. The funds will assist with nutritional
needs, health care, and education for 3,000 displaced
families. CWS associate director for Emergency Response
Donna Derr said circumstances were "incredibly dire."
4 . Afghanistan. A $25,000 grant from the General
Board's Emergency Disaster Fund will aid rebuilding and
recovery work in the central Asian nation, in response to
a Church World Service appeal. The grant will help the
project rebuild homes for 1,000 families, supply quilt

6. Iraq. Four Church of the Brethren members served in
Iraq into the ~ummer through Christian Peacemaker
Teams, which has maintained an ongoing presence in the
country since late 2002. Rick Polhamus and Peggy Gish
are part of a five-member Iraq team monitoring the US
presence in Iraq, assessing war damage, and working as
advocates for constructive change in the country. Ralph
and Christine Dull of Lower Miami Church of the Brethren
in Southern Ohio District were part of an 11-member delegation that traveled to Iraq in June.

7. Seattle, Wash . A National Council of Churches USA
Eco-Justice Conference titled "Enough for All:
Sustainable Living in a Global World" was held June 2023. The gathering looked at dynamics of a global econgmy driven by free trade and consumerism, and ways to
promote environmental stewardship in that setting.
8. Micronesia. A new, urgent appeal went out in June
for disaster relief volunteers in The Federated States of
Micronesia. The islands of Chuuk received significant
damage from Typhoon Chata'an last summer, with hundreds of homes destroyed. Mennonite Disaster Service is
coordinating the rebuilding effort but has put out a call
for added assistance. Volunteers are needed through
October. Anyone interested in serving should contact Roy
Winter or Jane Yount at 800-451-4407.

------------------~-----~-Efficient business session votes to study disagreement,
and asks for "clarification of confusion"
by Wa lt W iltschek

Neither lines at the microphones nor tempers were
short as the Church of the Brethren conducted business during Annual Conference in Boise, Idaho.
"Thank you for treating one another with respect,"
moderator Harriet Finney of North Manchester, Ind.,
said before Tuesday's business session. "That makes
all the difference."
Brethren were not shy about voicing their opinions. As
many as 20 people were lined up at microphones as
some queries came before the delegate body, and the
vote was often called for before all had a chance to speak.
The Conference officers discouraged clapping for
any speeches made on the Conference floor, and those
in attendance generally followed that directive. And
while speakers were sometimes passionate and debate
sometimes polarized, large majorities eventually voted
to approve Standing Committee recommendations on
most items.
Among those was the General Board recommendations for a "fresh approach" to relationships in India,
seeking to relate to both the Church of North India and
Brethren groups that have separated from CNI. After
lengthy debate that delved into a century-plus of
denominational history in the nation, the recommendan

Messenger August 2003

[

Bill Eberly of the Manchester ch urch, North Ma nchester, Ind.,
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speaks in fa vor of the query bro ught by his congregation on
" Disagreement with Annual Conference Decisions. "

Moderator-elect Ch ris Bowman and
Moderator Harriet Fin ney enjoy a light
mom ent during the cordial business session .

tion ultimately passed with a large majority.
The recommendation goes beyond what Global
Mission Partnerships executive director Merv Keeney
called a "half-step" taken with a 1988 Annual
Conference decision that still left CNI as the Church of
the Brethren's only partner in India . "The (General
Board study) committee recommends taking the rest of
that step," Keeney told delegates. This year's action
opens the door to further relationship-building and
conversation with the separated group while seeking to
maintain close ties with CNI.
The "Call for a Living Peace Church," brought jointly
by On Earth Peace and the General Board, received
strong support as well. One amendment-the only
amendment successfully given during the
Conference-was added, calling for congregations to
foster dialog on peace issues, particularly among
groups with differing views. Jim McKinnell of Virlina
District offered the amendment to break "the great
silence in congregations" he has seen on the issue.
The resolution also calls on Brethren to pray for
transformation, to "undertake thoughtful study of the
scriptures," and to address issues of violence in all its
forms . Much of the effort will be channeled through the
current Decade to Overcome Violence initiative, with
On Earth Peace and the General Board providing additional resources and support.
Delegates also backed Standing Committee's recom-

mendation for the query on "The Person and
Redemptive Work of Jesus Christ," returning it to
Southern Ohio District while reaffirming the Annual
Conference statements referred to in the query. The
recommendation suggests that the Scriptures, and
especially the New Testament, should be used diligently in understanding the concerns presented.
Standing Committee member Jim Myer of Manheim,
Pa., said that trying to formulate a statement on the
person of Jesus Christ would be like "trying to rewrite
the New Testament.
"We felt it would be hard to find a committee that
could do it better than Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John," Myer said.
A Michigan District query for "Clarification of
Confusion," stemming from the 2002 Conference decision against the licensing and ordaining of homosexuals, caused the most parliamentary challenges.
Standing Committee member Ann Eberly noted that
the query "came out of a deeply divided d istrict."
After numerous points of order from delegates and caucuses among the Conference officers, delegates approved
the recommendation to send the query to the Annual
Conference Council, who will interpret past Conference
actions and provide answers to the query's concerns.
Delegates also sent back to the council an item on
the role of local moderators, asking for a rewrite that
will incorporate new suggestions. Council chair Earl
Messenger August 2003
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((THANK YOU FOR TREATING ONE

Chris Bowman is consecra ted as moderator and Jim
Hardenbrook as moderator-elect fo r the coming year.

Ziegler said that many good suggestions had been
received during a forum at this year's Annual
Conference, and there was not time to incorporate
them in the statement.
The motion instructs the council to appoint a committee to assist it in rewriting the guidelines. A particular concern was the guidelines' current focus only on
the new congregational structure passed by
Conference in 2000, when many congregations are still
using other models.
The closest vote came on the query on
"Congregational Disagreement with Annual
Conference Decisions," with strong feelings voiced
over the nature of church authority and fears of losing
any sense of unity in the denomination.
The query, brought by South/Central Indiana District,
asks how congregations "can disagree with Annual
Conference decisions yet remain,as much as possible,
in unbroken fellowship with their sister congregations."
While it arose out of a particular controversy in the district, the query seeks a broad look at congregational disagreements on a broad spectrum of issues and polity.
Messenger August 2003

Delegates raised many cautionary
flags, but the majority eventually
went with Standing Committee's
recommendation to form a five-person study committee that will report
back next year.
Another study committee, one
called last year to study the denominational name, reported its progress
on a "framework for conversation"
and plans to engage in dialog in as
many districts as possible. The committee asked for, and was granted,
an additional year to complete its
work.
Before the main part of the agenda, Conference participants enjoyed an upbeat and
energetic Live Report titled "A Journey of Hope." The
presentation featured the music of southern Virginia
band 2MJ and a dialog between Brethren young adult
Daniel Radcliff and Don Vermilyea, a Brethren
Volunteer Service worker on a "Walk Across America."
The song "I Want Jesus to Walk with Me"-appropriate for Vermilyea's 6,000-mile-plus journey across the
western US to date-wove its way throughout the presentation, providing an interlude between videos and
other ministry highlights shared by the five Annual
Conference agencies. The band ended with a high-octane
song that proclaimed, "This is the great adventure!"
Other business-session highlights included greetings
from Idaho State Treasurer Ron Crane, and the welcoming of international guests from Nigeria and the
Dominican Republic.
Crane thanked the Brethren for their spiritual presence
in Boise, and for their tourist dollars. The Conference
was one of the largest events ever hosted by the city.
"This is big stuff for us, with 3,000 people here,"
Crane said after his address. "That has an impact. It's
significant for our community, and significant for our
economy as well."
Crane lauded the "In Jesus' Name" theme, citing the

l/1NOTHER WITH llSPECT

need for government and churches to work together
to tackle the many social problems that exist.
Delegates made history by calling Jim
Hardenbrook, pastor of Nampa (Idaho) Church of the
Brethren as moderator-elect. Hardenbrook is believed
to be the first Idaho Brethren ever called to the position of moderator, and one of the few Western US
natives in the role. He will moderate the 2005
Conference in Peoria, Ill. (See sidebar for full election
results.)
The Conference body also received numerous reports,
and adopted a Pastoral Compensation and Benefits
Advisory Committee recommendation for a 2.1 percent
cost-of-living increase in the pastoral scale for 2004.
Annual Conference Program and Arrangements
Committee announced that the Brethren Church of
Ashland, Ohio, would plan its 2008 assembly in conjunction with the Church of the Brethren Annual
Conference to celebrate the 300th anniversary of the
denominations' shared roots. The Conference will be
held in Richmond, Va., pending approval by the
Brethren Church's annual assembly.
As part of the General Board report, outgoing general secretary Judy Mills Reimer received a framed
piece of artwork, while new general secretary Stan
Noffsinger was consecrated for service with family
members and church representatives surrounding
him. Noffsinger began his new role on July 9.
Brethren Benefit Trust marked the 60th anniversary
of its Pension Plan with the singing of "Happy
Birthday" and a hall-wide blowing of noisemakers,
while a special citation and loud applause was given
for Howard Royer, retiring from the General Board in
August after 50 years of service with the agency.
Conference attendance was 2,844, which was down
from the 2002 total of 3,802 in Louisville, Ky., and the
5,029 attendance in Baltimore, Md., in 2001. ll!
Walt Wiltschek is director of news services for t he Church of the Breth ren
Genera l Board. A volunteer team of Chris Detrick, Keith Hollenberg. Beth
Rhodes, Amy Rhodes, Audrey Decoursey, and David Young assisted wit h
Annua l Conference coverage.

Stan Noffsinger was
consecrated as the new
general secretary.

Elections and
affirmations
Moderator-elect:
Jim Hardenbrook
Annual Conference Program
and Arrangements: Rosanna Eller
McFadden.
On Earth Peace board: Kimberly
Noelle Rhudy Chaffin. (Delegates
also affirmed board-appointed
members Dena Gilbert, Ken
Frantz, and Doris Abdullah.)
Brethren Benefit Trust board:
Eric P. Kabler. (In addition, BBT
Pension Plan members elected
Brenda Reish, and appointee
Janice Bratton was affirmed by
delegates.)
Association of Brethren
Caregivers board: David Fouts,
Vernne W. Greiner. (Affirmation
also came for appointee Heather
Neff.)
Bethany Theological Seminary
board: Representing ministry, Phill
Carlos Archbold; Representing
laity, Raymond M. Donadio Jr.
Pastoral Compensation and
Benefits Advisory Committee:
Linda Frey Barkdoll.
Committee on lnterchurch

Relations: Steve Brady. (General
Board appointee Brandy Fix was
affirmed.)
Congregational Disagreement
with Annual Conference Decisions
study committee: Phyllis Noland
Carter, Larry M. Dentler, Cathy
Simmons Huffman, Robert
Kettering, and Tom Zuercher.
Representative to World Council
of Churches: Jeff Carter (elected
by Standing Committee) .
Representatives to National
Council of Churches: Jennie
Ramirez, Cheryl Brumbaugh
Cayford, and David Whitten (elected by Standing Committee); Nelda
Roades (appointed by General
Board).
General Board (affirmation):
Board-appointed, Vickie Whitacre
Samland; Southern Plains, to be
determined; South/Central
Indiana, Jay Carter; Virlina, Tim
Harvey.
During its reorganization meeting, the General Board chose its
executive committee for the coming year. Those selected are:
Donna Shumate, chair; Glenn
Mitchell, vice chair; J.D. Glick,
Carol Kussart, Doug Price, and
David Sollenberger.
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THE CHILDREN OF

by Susan Fuentes
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The delight of Conference shows in the faces of
Ruthanne Ekwealor, left, and Alaina Beckner as they
perform in the children's choir.

~

~
~

t~
~

0

u

a
I

.c

·a,

"'

~

<""ct

;;
~
~

~

Jennifer Gift, Evan Noffsinger, and Tim Duffey use masking
tape to draw their home state of Maryland during junior high
get-acquainted activities.
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Children from all over the Church of the Brethren gathered in Boise, Idaho, for four days in July to play, learn,
sing, make new friends, and do the work of Jesus
Christ. The third- through fifth-grade children, led by
Carol Mason Page and Patti Berg, spent their week
immersed in the Annual Conference theme "In Jesus'
Name" and in the western pioneer church.
Todd Eastis, a young person in this age group, said
he liked learning about what life was like for the early
Brethren. He especially enjoyed learning to crossstitch. Deanna Beckner liked making new friends,
singing, going on field trips, and doing crafts. "It was
all fun!" Deanna said, as she waved at someone
across the Conference hall.
As part of the fun, the children made candles, soap,
butter, pottery, and weavings, including a beautifu!
woven piece to send to Nigeria with Rev. Mbode
Ndirimbita for the children there. Colorful banners were
also created to be sent to Sudan, Nigeria, and India.
Field trips and singing were popular among both elementary groups. Amy Helmuth said she liked the field
trip to the Discovery Center (a hands-on science learning museum) and, of course, swimming in the pool at
her hotel. The Boise zoo was another popular field trip.
The children sang in worship on Tuesday evening.
Their anthem, "By Peter's House," was written by
Anne Metzler Albright. Albright, who was attending
conference, surprised the children by visiting their
class on Wednesday morning.
The group of two- to five-year-old children, led by
Goldie and Jim Barnes and Kathy Edmark, experienced
God's love through the joy of singing, playing, hearing
Bible stories, and creating works of art. Sophia Gingrich
and Kayleen Pinkham were in full agreement that painting was one of the best parts of Annual Conference for
preschoolers. Preschooler Benjamin McCrickard taught
the lessons of Jesus to a two-year-old child near him as
he said very gently, "We need to share."
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Isaiah Yaussy Albright and
Madeline Dulabaum
performing in the energetic
children's choir, which drew a
big cheer from the audience.
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Teenagers Virginia Harness, Carol Fike, and Jen Scarr share a laugh in
the "cheap seats" before the opening worship service.

Coordinators Anita Roth and Dianna Ullery led the
kindergarten through second grade group in songs of
praise as they walked the beautiful trails along the river
in Boise, a witness to the many walkers and bikers that
they passed.
Phrases such as "Is it my turn to talk?" and "Will
you please repeat that last part?" were heard not only
on the Annual Conference floor, but also in the park
across the river. On Tuesday afternoon a group of
children demonstrated much patience and ability to
listen as they spontaneously taught each other games
after lunch in the park. These skills may one day serve
them well if they ever attend the adult meetings at
Annual Conference.
But these children are not waiting for some future

day to participate in the work of the church. The
kindergarten through second-grade children decorated
quilt squares. These pieces will be quilted by persons
in the Olympia, Wash., congregation and will be auctioned at.the Oregon/Washington District Confe rence
in 2004. Proceeds from this quilt will go to Brethren
Disaster Relief.
Three letters seen on a banner in the third- through
fifth-grade room might be used to sum up the week for
Church of the Brethren children meeting in Boise:
"PST" (Peacefully. Simply. Together.). li!
Susan Fuentes has recently moved to Morristown, Tenn., from North
Manchester, Ind., where she was a nu rsery school teacher and Christian
education director. She lives with her husband, Carlos, and her two daughters, Audriana and Tahnee.
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WORSHIP SIMPLE
All photos this spread by Chris Detrick

by Beth Rhodes
There are few sights and sounds that compare to an
arena filled with 2,900 Brethren singing, clapping, and
praising God. For many Brethren, Annual Conference
presents a rare opportunity to worship in a large community, and the energy generated by those gathered
was evident Tuesday evening as worship leader Jim
Hardenbrook led a cheer for the Lord and a "wave"
that would rival the Boise State fans who normally
pack the Pavilion.
Conference also exposes attendees to a variety of
music and worship styles that may not be utilized in
their home congregations. Los Angeles pastor Gilbert
Romero brought the crowd to its feet with a multilingual medley that included "This Little Light of Mine,"
and music coordinator Shawn Kirchner led worshippers in an upbeat selection of multicultural music,
familiar hymns, and the oft-requested "Down to the
River to Pray."
Worship centered on the Conference theme, "In Jesus'
Name" from Colossians 3:17, and each service focused
on a different aspect of our relationship with Jesus, as
individuals and as a church. On Saturday evening,
Moderator Harriet Finney opened the conference by
acknowledging the myriad of issues facing the denomiSteve Reid, recently appointed academic dean at Betha ny
Theologica l Se m inary, preached a sermon titled, "The Big
Em pty is Awake," based on Philippians 2: 1- 11.
Messenger August 2003

nation and the differences among members. Referring to
Paul's message to the Colossians, she said that, "our
unity and our harmony are not dependent on whether or
not we agree with each other. Our unity is found in Jesus
Christ." Prayer, Finney suggested, will be the key to dealing with our issues, and she closed her message by inviting all worshippers to pray in small groups.
Newly called Bethany academic dean Steve Reid
delivered the Sunday morning sermon, calling Brethren
to put Jesus above all else. He described a piece of artwork he once saw in which the "canvas" was actually a
gray, empty space. Jesus Christ, Reid said, invites
Christians "to participate in emptiness" rather than fill-

BUT RICH
""

Left to right: Shawn Kirchner, Conference music coordinator; Becky Ba ll-Miller, testimonial speaker; Harriet Finne y, moderator
and Saturday worship preacher; Larry Dentler, Wednesday Conference preacher; Dan Ulrich, Monday Conference preacher;
Bonnie Kline Smeltzer, Tuesday Conference preacher; and Kline Smeltzer anointing Matt Smucker during worship service.

ing up the space with their own ideas and strategies.
"Emptying is embodied in obedience," Reid said. "You
have to get rid of all the stuff you have that makes you
unavailable." It is that emptying, he said, that "becomes
the foundation for the raising of Jesus Christ."
"Ask and you will receive" was the focus of the
Monday evening worship. Former Camp Mack director
Becky Ball-Miller shared an emotional testimony of the
power of prayer in her life, from her father's illness during her childhood to a recent and unexpected shift in
her calling . Bethany associate dean Dan Ulrich
preached on the church's relationship with Jesus,
reminding conferencegoers that, "the Church of the
Brethren can thrive, not because our demographics are
favorable (they aren't), or because we always agree
(we don't), or because we are more faithful Christians
than those in other denominations (that's for God to
judge). The Church of the Brethren can thrive by abiding in Jesus Christ, the true vine."
Bonnie Kline Smeltzer delivered the Tuesday evening
message on the theme of healing . "There is a growing
body of evidence that connects the power of prayer
with healing," she said, discussing her own son's battle
with cancer and the network of prayer chains that
helped her family get through the ordeal. Kline Smeltzer
encouraged Brethren to "let go of all _the things that
cripple us . .. we are called to be instruments of God's
healing power." A service of anointing followed the ser-

mon, and all worshippers were given the opportunity to
be anointed at stations around the arena.
Wednesday morning's closing worship brought the
theme full circle, urging attendees to go forth with new
life in Jesus' name. "Most fear, fussing, fighting, fuming, fumbling, in our personal faith and in our life
together as the church, comes from getting our eyes off
of Jesus, and too much on ourselves," said preacher
Larry Dentler. Drawing on the teachings of John, he
noted that if we focus on Jesus we experience joy,
peace, mission, the Holy Spirit, and forgiveness. Dentler
closed by challenging worshippers, "don't leave this
room without committing yourself to make the needed
change, to open the door fully to Christ, to get your
eyes fully on Jesus, to receive his promise of new life!"
Annual Conference holds a special place in the life of
the Church of the Brethren, in part because the worship
services energize and inspire those who attend.
Through song, prayer, and message, this year's worship leaders challenged the gathered Brethren to place
our relationship with Jesus in the center of our personal faith, the lives of our home congregations, and the
mission and ministry of the denomination. This message and the worship services as a whole exemplified
the Brethren life, simple but rich. li!
Beth Rhodes is a BVSer in the Youth/Young Adult Office in Elgin, Ill.
Her home cong regation is Centra l Ch urch of the Brethren, Roanoke, Va.
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Shining a light
The style and spirit of Howard Royer
by James H. Lehman

Howard Royer recently in the General Offices chapel, a room he reveres.

Howard Royer 50 years of service

No one has ever worked as long for the Church of the
Brethren as Howard Royer. By retiring in August 2003,
Howard completes 50 years of service.
o one has ever worked as long for the Church of
the Brethren as Howard Royer. In fact, it appears
that no other person has served on the denominational staff as long as he has. By retiring in August 2003,
Howard completes 50 years of service. That puts him in
the company of such Brethren luminaries as writer and
editor J. H. Moore (1872 -191 5), and editor and publisher
D. L. Miller (1880-1921).
Moore once wrote, "We have seen the birth and
watched the growth of practically every activity known to
the Church of the Brethren." If this could be said of
anyone in the 20th century, it could be said of Howard.
He arrived in Elgin in 1953 when the General
Brotherhood Board (now General Board), which unified
the many boards and councils, was just a few years old.
He has worked for every general secretary but the first,
Raymond Peters, with whom he later was associated when
Peters chaired the General Board. He began in the old
offices at 22 South State and moved to the present 1451
Dundee. He started with linotype and now uses a desktop
computer. And he watched as the once-new unified structure returned to separate boards in the 1997 reorganization.
He watched the indigenization of foreign missions. He

N

saw National Youth Conference grow into a dynamo. He
saw Brethren take a large role in ecumenical activities.
He traveled across the globe to World Council of
Churches assemblies. He saw the Brethren courageously
engineer the Russian Orthodox exchange during the
height of the cold war. He watched the church struggle
and change during the chaotic 1960s. He saw the
Nigerian church explode with vitality. All the while he
was finding ways to make all this clear to the Brethren.
But unlike Moore and Miller and many others who
accepted the call to write, edit, publish, and produce,
Howard never took a public role. He always stayed in
the background. He never called attention to himself.
Howard also never planned to come to Elgin. When
he entered alternative service in 1953, he was hoping for
an exciting assignment in Europe. "I came [to Elgin]
kicking and screaming," he says. Dick Myers, a college
friend who advised Ora Huston on alternative service
placements, insisted this Elgin assignment was right.
Howard was placed under Harl Russell in the stewardship office, where his job was to help raise money for the
Brotherhood Fund and to do publicity.
He arrived by train, carrying a suitcase and typewriter.

- - - - - - - - - - - :1o~ MESSEN6ER
1953
Alternative
service,
Elgin, Ill.

1955
Assistant
secretary,
Brotherhood
Fund and
director of
publicity

1957
Editor,
youth
publications

Sept. 3, 1960

1959
Director,
news
services

Gospel
Messenger,
"I Changed My
Calling Card,"
story of James
D'Amico, as to ld
to Howard Royer
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Howard Royer when he was editor of M ESSENG ER (1971-1978).

He was single, so he was assigned to live in Fellowship
House, where several generations of volunteer workers
were housed as they passed through Elgin. He was living
with a "terrific bunch of young singles." He liked the
work. He liked the local church. It didn't take him long
to feel at home. His doubts were erased. "This was a
good place to sense a call and live it out, but I didn't
think I would do it for 50 years!" he remarks.
He had given only one year of his service when he was
offered a permanent job. He accepted, but insisted on continuing as a volunteer without pay until his two-year stint
was up. So in August 1955, he officially became assistant
secretary to the Brotherhood Fund and director of publicity.
Two years later he was made editor of youth publications, which included the magazine Horizons. He accept ed reluctantly. Two years after that he was appointed

1971 Editor, MESSENGER

director of news services, a post he held for 11 years
(1959-1970). This set a pattern for his career, editorial
work alternating and sometimes combined with interpretation and news services.
Howard looks back on those early years as a golden ag;
for the Brethren. "So many developments came at the end
of World War II, so many new movements. There was an
exuberance, an energy that was evident in the exchanges,
the relief work, the new church development."
Then came the turbulent '60s and early ' 70s. In the
middle of this, 1971, Howard was asked to become editor of MESSENGER-another position he did not seek
and had to be talked into. "Two of the great shocks in
my life were those two invitations," Howard exclaims,
"to succeed Vernard Eller as youth editor and Ken
Morse as MESSENGER editor! I stood in awe of Ken. I
thought, 'I can't do what Ken has done'."
Morse had guided MESSENGER through some rocky
waters. He showed Howard a file of vitriolic letters he
had received during his tenure. Howard was floored. "I
could not believe the contempt Brethren could unload on
one another. Remember, this was during the Vietnam
war and Martin Luther King's activities and the civil
rights protests. It was a very explosive time."
After Howard saw that file of hate letters, he prepared himself for "shell shock" as MESSENGER editor. "But it didn't
materialize," he observes. "The rhetoric and the feelings were
not at fever pitch as they were in the '60s and early '70s."
Howard turned his efforts toward bringing added
depth to the coverage of church program and the issues
it faced. He emphasized graphics. "I like to integrate
design and content," he says. "The package is part of
the presentation. There is an appropriate way of treating
material. It's got to be reader-friendly." He worked hard

June 15, 1971
MESSENGER,

"Two who lived for others,"
Ted Studebaker and
Raul Tasiguano,
by Howard Royer
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1971-1973
President, Rel igious
Public Relations Council

Howard Royer 50 years of service

to find just the right illustrations. He gave photos significant space. He allowed the image and words on the page
to "breathe." Layouts often had clear space, giving the
magazine a relaxed, open feel.
It was during the MESSENGER years that Howard's
work attracted attention beyond the Brethren. The
Religious Public Relations Council (RPRC) presented
him with seven awards in 1972. He served as president
of the RPRC from 1971 to 1973 and president of the
Associated Church Press from 1977 to 1979.
In 1972 the General Board found itself short of funds
and cut back staff. MESSENGER lost Wilbur Brumbaugh,
the associate editor. This was done without consulting
Howard. "That was one time I really blew my stack," he
says. What bothered him most was not that there would
now be more work. It was the loss of team members (the
director of news service was also let go) and their ideas.
In less than a decade the General Board found itself in
exactly the opposite situation-with a surplus. The general
secretary, Loren Bowman, who liked to say, "We can't do
business as usual," pushed for an innovative new crosscommission, cross-discipline ministry called "Salvation and
Justice," a two-year experiment combining family education, international relations, media education, and corporate responsibility. Staff were pulled from all three General
Board commissions. Howard was made the coordinator.
He was given a leave of absence from his editor's chair
in February 1978, though he continued to appear on the
masthead as "on special assignment." The understand ing was that he would return to the position at the end
of the Salvation and Justice project. Two areas especially
interested him-media education and the effort to confront corporations over such things as weapons production and the effect of products on children.

March 1976
MESSENGER ,

_ "G. Edwin BrumbaughKeeping the past alive
and authentic,"
by Howard Royer

As the two-year initiative came to an end, Howard was
given a "strong nudge" not to return to MESSENGER, but
to take a new position called director of interpretation.
This was no reflection on his excellent editorial work, but
then acting (and later) editor Kerman Thomasson was
doing a good job and others thought the new position
needed Howard's skills. Though he had never seen himself as a long-term editor of MESSENGER, he was not yet
ready to give it up. The change was not what he wanted,
but he agreed to it. He says now, "I think my strengths
are not in doing the same task month after month, but in
addressing various media vehicles and issues. Over the

A short biography
Howard E. Royer was born in Arcanum, Ohio, on March 2, 1930. He
grew up in the Greenville Church of the Brethren in the Southern Ohio
District. He graduated from Arcanum High School in 1948 and from
Manchester College in 1952, where he edited the school paper, Oak
Leaves, and was president of the Mathematics Club.
Before coming to work at the General Offices in Elgin, Ill., he taught
secondary school in Ansonia, Ohio and also served as director of publicity at Manchester College.
In Illinois he has done additional study at the Medill School of
Journalism of Northwestern University in Evanston.
He is married to the former Genevieve (Gene) May. They have two
sons, Jon and Mark, and one granddaughter, Katherine. Howard has
served in many capacities in the Highland Avenue congregation in
Elgin-among them junior high teacher, moderator, church board chair,
member of the long-range planning committee. In recent years he has
volunteered to enliven the decor of the church, and is responsible for
the tasteful and interesting rotation of pictures and graphics and the
many plants that are placed throughout.

1977-1979
President,
Associated
Church
Press

1978
Coordinator,
Salvation &
Justice initiative

1980-2003
Director of
Interpretation

Member, One
Great Hour of
Sharing offering
emphasis
committee
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"Howard tells the story without injecting himself into it. Instead he
wants you to focus on the interesting person the story is about. Th is
describes what he has done for the church . He has shined a light on
the people and the activities of the Church of the Brethren."
- Wendy McFadden

long haul, it has worked out well."
And so in 1980 he took up the position from which he
is retiring, and it has given him full latitude for his wide
interests and skills. He has worked closely with producer
David Sollenberger to create many videos on the work
and life of the church. Two that he is especially proud of
are a 1987 production on anointing and the 1996 piece
on the European beginnings of the Brethren called By
Water and the Word.
From 1980 to 1999 Howard organized and led the
team each year that produced the popular "Live Report"
at Annual Conference. "We viewed these as more than
annual reports of the General Board. They were really a
State of the Union message of the denomination." He
developed a formula: some humor, firsthand presentations, video clips, a deep spiritual grounding, and always
something to challenge and inspire conferencegoers.

The power of parable
The church media in their myriad forms exist not just to point to the
parables, not just to engage in storytelling, but to be a parable. That is,
to be a sign in and for the world. To show pain and doubt and joy. To
work through such difficulties as understaffing and underbudgeting,
but not be paralyzed by them. To join with other church communicators all around the globe who out of courage and creativity have a
power which Time magazine cannot match- the power of the parable.
From the president's address by Howard E. Royer, given at the Toronto Convention of the
Associated Church Press, April 30, 1979.

Howard enjoyed working with the teams and committees he assembled. Sometimes those productions gathered as many as 50 to 100 people, and each year the
whole thing had to be pulled together in one rehearsal.
Howard put considerable energy into the General
Board's printed annual reports. He wanted them to be
more than dry, corporate statements. With judicious
writing, carefully chosen photos and graphics, and simple but powerful layouts, he created colorful and arresting documents that have been widely circulated and
often printed as inserts in MESSENGER.
One of Howard's proudest moments was to serve as
executive producer on the 1982 film about the Church of
the Brethren in Nigeria, called A Thing of Wonder. It captured the vitality, excitement, and dynamic growth of
Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria. The film won the Golden
Eagle Award from CINE (Council in International
Nontheatrical Events) and three other film festival citations.
Howard's office of interpretation has provided many
other services to the church, things often taken for granted: the monthly newsletter Agenda, the monthly Source
mailings packed with resources and ideas, the congregational resources developed in cooperation with
Congregational Life Ministries called In Our Midst, and
the bulletin covers.
When asked about his vision, he cites four things: to
teach the metaphors, images, and vision of scripture and
engage adults in its study; to be a bridge person in the
various polarities in the church; to support both personal
evangelism and a strong witness for peace and social justice; to receive joy, inspiration, and hope from people of

Feb. 1980

1982
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"Pastor Yin
of Beijing's
Rice Market
Street Church ,"
by Howard Royer

A THING OF WONDER
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Howard Royer 50 years of service

As director of interpretation, Howard
Royer has told the story of the church
since 1980. Here he is editing slides
in a photo taken 20 years ago.

faith in other lands.
Where did this vision come from? Howard quickly says
he brought it with him to Elgin. "I was about as sheltered
and parochial as you can be. I was a farm boy from
Ohio. Until I was in high school, I hadn't traveled more
than 50 miles from home. And yet I received a lot of
encouragement from my teachers, and my parents too. I
kept abreast of what was going on in the world. Then, of
course, going to Manchester College (B.S., 1952) and
having teachers like T. Wayne Rieman, Ercell Lynn,
Gladdys Muir, and many others- my world grew fast."
Howard's ecumenical work is a defining mark of his
SO-year tenure, and it was his involvement in the 1990s
with the Council on Church and Media (he had earlier,
from 1985 to 1988, served as volunteer executive of
CCM, which is made up of Brethren, Mennonites, and
Brethren in Christ), that triggered a surprising process.
Howard introduced an executive of Communicorp, a corporate identity firm, to several Brethren leaders, including
then general secretary Don Miller, at a CCM dinner in
Chicago. This led to the Communicorp study of 1994.
Many were skeptical. Whoever heard of a corporate iden tity firm being asked to help a church define itself?
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"The people (from Communicorp) became enmeshed in
Brethren thinking," Howard recalls. "They really affirmed
what they were seeing. It touched their souls. If anybody
thinks it was cold and calculating and scientific and
remote-that was not the case at all." This study produced the line "Continuing the work of Jesus. Peacefully.
Simply. Together." Brethren took it to heart immediately,
as well as a second line, 'J\nother way of living."
Howard has a gift for logos and identity statements. He
worked with the committee that came up with the current
Church of the Brethren logo. He was tapped by the National
Council of Churches to help in their logo search. So he has
been the right person to be in charge of the public image of
the church. But he has avoided the crassness that often

A scripture of inspiration
I pray that ... Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are
being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power
to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and
height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God (Eph. 3:16-20).
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characterizes our image-conscious society. He comments,
'%1 institution, of course, has to have a public front, a public
persona, an image, but I think that's best served when there
is conversation and openness around issues."
Conversation and openness characterize Howard. He
thrives on working with other people. Wendy McFadden,
executive director of Brethren Press, says Howard is the
"consummate collaborator." Being director of interpretation
has placed him in the middle of the activities of the church
and allowed him to call together countless teams for creative
projects. It's no wonder that he now can say, "I have the best
job in the church."
One of Howard's longest responsibilities has been his 23
years of service on the interdenominational committee that
plans the One Great Hour of Sharing offering emphasis.
Alan Krome from the Presbyterian Church (USA), on
Howard's retirement from the committee, remembered his
gentle, but honest, words during a difficult moment at a
meeting. Krome wrote, "I thought of [that] when I first
read the wonderfully simple Brethren mission statement you
helped to midwife: 'Continuing the work of Jesus.
Peacefully. Simply. Together.' Your response to that
moment of awkwardness strikes me as an excellent illustra tion of those words."
Krome goes on to remark that because Howard is
older and more experienced, he has been tempted to see
him as a father figure, but he really regards Howard as a
brother. McFadden makes a similar comment, "Even
when I came to Elgin as a 23 -year -old, he never treated
me like a kid, wet behind the ears, coming out of college- which I was . I felt we were colleagues working
together."
When asked to name some things he has written that
he remembers with pleasure and pride, Howard listed
four. None were editorials asserting his ideas. None
were analyses demonstrating his insight. All were fea tures lifting up the vision and courage of others.
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"Howard tells the story without injecting himself into
it," says McFadden. "Instead he wants you to focus on the
interesting person the story is about. This describes what
he has done for the church. He has shined a light on the
people and the activities of the Church of the Brethren."
Howard has "seen the birth and watched the growth" of
events in a long stretch of history. For these 50 years he has
shaded himself and shined a light on everything and everyone else- with his own singular style- peacefully, simply,
and together. li!
James H. Lehman, of Elgin, Ill., is a historian, writer, and storyteller, and a member of Highland Avenue Church of the Brethren.

During a specia l recognition of Howard Rover in front of the
Annual Conference delegate body, Wendy McFadden, director
and publisher of Brethren Press, said this: " Thank you,
Howard, for the spirit and style with which you have served the
Church of the Brethren, the world that we inhabit, and the God
who has called you to this ministry. We thank you for being, in
a sense, a caretaker of the soul of the Church of the Brethren. "
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These are my stories
by Howard Royer
As the speaker at the Brethren Press Breakfast on July 7,
Howard Royer shared several stories of m emorable people and events from his years of working for the Church
of the Brethren. Here is an excerpt from that address.

My favorite approach to communication
is story, whether the medium is old or
new, Stories help us look at ourselves and
the people and events around us and to
see with new eyes, Stories bind the generations together, Stories enlighten, surprise, anger, and energize us. Stories may
even transform us and make the incomprehensible comprehensible.
This morning I come with stories of real
events and real people, stories that give
insight into what Brethren believe, that validate our calling as disciples of Jesus Christ

Blowing in the Wind
On May 4, 1971, the ABC-TV evening
news carried an extraordinary story. It was
of Ted Studebaker, a young man who told
his draft board that he could not conscientiously accept military service, but that he
was perfectly willing to go to Vietnam,
And to Vietnam he went, not with
weapons but with a guitar and an idea
that tools can accomplish more than guns.
The network telecast told of Ted's agricultural work with the mountain people of
Di Linh, in the highlands 140 miles northeast of Saigon; of his marriage a fortnight
earlier to Lee Ven Pak, a Chinese volunteer from Hong Kong; and of his martyrdom on April 26, when the Vietcong barraged Di Linh with mortar fire and invaded the house of the Vietnam Christian
Service unit, shooting Ted to death.
As the ABC coverage proceeded, Ted's
own recording of "Blowing in the Wind"
was accompanied by scenes of the day's
memorial service at Ted's church, the
West Milton (Ohio) Church of the
Brethren; of pastor Phillip Bradley's eulogy for Ted; and of Ted's parents, Zelma
and Stanley Studebaker, and his widow,
Ven Pak, at the family farm.
Jim Kincaid, the ABC correspondent,
concluded: "Ted Studebaker was a man

who believed peace was possible. He had
his roots in the land and it occurred to
him that a land that needed him was a
tortured land far away from his farm in
Ohio. He went there willingly; now he has
come home."
Some 30 years later, Ted's story continues to inspire and astound: his love for
the Montagnard people, his ready grasp
of the Vietnamese and Koho languages,
his courtship with Ven Pak and their wedding performed in Koho in the Tin Lanh
church, his sensitive response to a critic
back home-written the night of his
death-and his choice to stay on for a
third year in Brethren Volunteer Service.
In some ways Ted seemed driven-his
graduation from Manchester College in
three years instead of four; his prompt
pursuit of a master's in social work from
Florida State University; his self-assured
remark upon leaving for Vietnam, "This
boy knows what he is doing."
Yet in working with mountain folk in
Vietnam, Ted exercised patience as he
introduced a meatier strain of chicken and
such labor savers as a rice huller and
rototiller. He worried, though, as to whether
the rototiller was appropriate technology.
Ted held his home congregation
responsible for his peace stance, responsible in a positive way. He rejoiced that
Manchester College further nurtured this
stance, often quoting one of his teachers,
T. Wayne Rieman, in proclaiming, "Life is
great, yea!"
Ted Studebaker's legacy is multifaceted,
but foremost it is the affirmation of life in
the midst of turmoil. It is Christian discipleship that risks, even welcomes, confrontation, and engages in it lovingly, It is
going to war with a guitar, not a gun.
It was my privilege to travel on a military transport with Ted from Saigon to Di
Linh; to see the crops and chickens he
introduced to the Montagnards; to hear of
his love for Ven Pak. Five months later, at
Ted's funeral, it was my task to be the liaison with the media on behalf of his family
and congregation.
To this day, when I hear " Blowing in the

In a photo taken by Howard Royer, Ted
Studebaker 's parents, Stanley and Velma
Studebaker, are shown walking at their farm
in Ohio with Ted's widow, Ven Pak, at the time
of the funeral in 1971.

Wind" I see Ted's homeplace where his
ashes were scattered in the wind. When I
hear "Bridge Over Troubled Waters," I see
Ted not only singing that song, but living
it He was a bridge over troubled waters.

Blessed Assurance
"I believe the greatest gift we can offer to
each other is the telling of and listening to
our stories," states Lynn W. Huber, a
gerontologist and retreat leader. "This
empowers us to appropriate and live out
our stories, unifies us in diversity, and
leads to reconciliation." Huber quotes
Jean Shinoda Bolen who advises, "If stories come to you, care for them . And
learn to give them away where they are
needed. Sometimes a person needs a
story more than food to stay alive."
For our closing, let us join our voices in
singing with gusto those wonderfully
energizing lines from the chorus of
"Blessed Assurance,"

This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior, all the day long,
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior, all the day long.
Messenger August 2003

We're all disabled
Nobody's normal. Everybody's unique
by Kenneth L. Gibble
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There are two kinds of people in the
world: those who say there are two
kinds of people in the world and those
who do not.
Most of us think there really are two
kinds of people. We classify people as
either normal or disabled. And yet
everyone has disabilities. Instead of an
either/ or situation, the reality is a continuum that runs from slightly disabled
to severely disabled.
Take me for example. I have been rel atively healthy all my life. The people
who know me would not describe me as
a disabled person. I don't think of
myself that way. Nevertheless, I do have
some disabilities. As far back as I can
remember, I have not had a sense of
smell. Sometimes not being able to
smell can be a real blessing. Diaper
changing is but one excellent case in

I

Messenger August 2003

point. But I'd prefer to know what a
rose smells like, and coffee, and rain.
Since the age of 12, I have been blind in
one eye. I also have a mild heart condition sometimes called "heart murmur."
These are relatively minor things, but
that is precisely the point. Talk for
awhile with anyone who looks "normal,"
and you find a person with disabilities.
But most of us do not think of ourselves
as "abnormal" or "disabled." Instead,
we regard ourselves as normal people
with a few disabilities.
The distinction in the popular mind
between normal and disabled, then, is an
artificial one. It's not only artificial; it is
also damaging. It results in mistreatment
of people with certain disabilities, especially highly visible ones. It can lead to persecution and illness. It is responsible for
rejection of our God-given uniqueness.

Where did this idea of "normal" come
from? It's as old as humankind. Sadly,
though, religion has often emphasized
and reinforced it.
In ancient Israel, gifts offered to
Yahweh and the priest who made the
offering were required to be "without
blemish." The reason was that only the
best should be offered to God. If you
had a flock of sheep, you did not pick
out a sickly one that you wouldn't miss
anyway. Instead of bringing your
castoffs for sacrifice, you brought the
most prized animal in your flock.
Yahweh was a holy god, so holy that
you approached Him with fear and
trembling. Yahweh's holiness was like a
raging fire. The closer you came to the
Holy of Holies in the Temple, the greater
was the holy power you encountered.
You wouldn't think of approaching this

holiness with anything unworthy or
unclean, anything flawed or blemished.
Leviticus 21 contains a detailed list of
imperfections that disqualify a priest
from approaching the place where sacrifices are offered to the Lord. First, no
women were permitted. But even the
men had to pass certain tests. No one
qualified who was blind or lame, who
had a mutilated face or a limb too long
or a broken foot or hand; no man who
was a hunchback or a dwarf; no man
whose genitals had been damaged or
who had blemished skin.
What all these disqualifiers have in
common is the notion of what is normal.
It's not that any of these deficiencies
were evil or made the one who had them
evil. A priest who did not qualify to draw
near to Yahweh to offer a sacrifice could
still eat the food of his God. But, says
Leviticus, "he shall not come near the
curtain or approach the altar, because he
has a blemish, that he may not profane
my sanctuaries; for I am the Lord ."
This idea of God's holiness carried over
to the people of God. Israel was to be
separate from other nations. If Yahweh
was holy, then the people of Yahweh were
likewise holy. Yahweh says: "You shall be
holy to me; for I the Lord am holy, and I
have separated you from the other peoples to be mine" (Lev. 20:26).
This commandment to be holy applied
not only to people outside the covenant,
like Samaritans and Gentiles; it also
applied to those who were employed in
unclean trades such as tanners and tax
collectors and prostitutes.
So what a disturbing, radical thing it
was when the carpenter's son from
Nazareth came on the scene. Jesus surrounded himself with the blemished
ones, the unclean ones. He sat down
and ate meals with tax collectors (Luke
19: 1-10). He didn't object when a
woman of the streets came in and
washed his feet; in fact, he defended her
action and gave her his blessing (Luke
7:36-50). He reached out to the
despised Samaritans (Luke 17: 11-19).
Jesus rejected the traditional idea that
God's holiness had to be defended
against contamination. Jesus taught that
God's holiness, far from needing protection, was actually a power that
reached out into the world to heal and
to redeem. So Jesus touched the

unclean, the blind, the lame, the leper,
that will produce awesome abs or tight
without fear of contamination. Instead
butts. The people pitching these devices
of being made unclean by all these,
are always youthful looking. They are
Jesus made whole those regarded as
living, breathing examples of what
broken, blemished, unclean.
North Americans regard as an acceptAs a teenager, Anne Lamott sucable physical appearance. People spend
cumbed to the idea that her body did
millions of dollars at health spas, not
not measure up to the ideal. Her
just to get needed exercise, but to measresponse? "I ate, starved, binged,
ure up to an elusive standard of what is
purged, grew thin, grew fat, grew thin,
an okay body. And the further one is
binged, purged, dieted, was good, was
from conforming to the perfect shape,
bad, grew fat, grew thin, grew thinner. I the less adequate one is made to feel.
felt like I'd discovered the secret of life,
This pursuit of what is considered
because you could eat yourself into a
ideal destroys our capacity to accept our
bodies as they are. Those who conform
state of emotional numbness but not
gain weight. Then I learned how to do it most closely to the ideal get the most
more effectively by reading articles in
attention and the most praise, and, in
women's magazines on how to stop
some cases, even the most money. Those
doing it. I barfed, but preferred laxafarthest from the ideal feel like failures,
tives." Her closing ironic comment
like ugly ducklings among swans.
sums up the hell of bulimia: "It was
In a radical departure from this idea
heaven: I lost weight" (Anne Lamott,
of perfection, the Christian gospel
Traveling Mercies, 1999).
teaches that every person is unique.
Walter Wink has pointed out that Jesus God declares that, despite our differdid not see holiness as something to be
ences, each of us is of infinite value.
defended or rationed. He saw it rather as God's love for us knows no limits. The
transforming power. "From Jesus' pervalue, the beauty, of each person is not
spective, God's holiness cannot be sullimited to those who conform to socilied; it is a cleansing and healing agent. It ety's definition of normal.
did not need to be shut up and quaranThe truth is that we are all disabled in
significant ways, be it physically, emotined in the Temple; it was now, through
tionally, or even spiritually. We cheat
his healings and fellowship with the
ourselves if we do all we can to appear
despised and rejected, breaking out into
normal. Those whose disabilities are
the world to transform the world"
(Walter Wink, "Disability and
most visible are a kind of accusation to
Normalcy," Auburn News, Spring 1993). those who think being normal is the
And so, said Jesus to his "normal" lis- highest good. No wonder the visibly disteners, when you give a dinner party,
abled sometimes elicit discomfort, even
don't invite all your "normal" friends.
hatred, from so-called normal people.
Do the radical, God-inspired, thing.
It turns out that the world is divided
Invite "the poor, the crippled, the lame,
into two kinds of people after all . But
and the blind." That phrase essentially
the division is not between the normal
summarizes the list from Leviticus of
and the abnormal, the able and the disthose who are blemished and therefore
abled. Instead, the division is between
· those aware of their disabilities and
unable to approach the holy place. So
Jesus is not simply telling the well-off to those blind to them. Those who are
be charitable; he is telling them-and
more obviously disabled or who have
us-to break down all the barriers that
come to terms with their disabilities
exclude the "disabled." Jesus is saying
have a gift for the rest of us. It's the gift
that only when those previously excludof teaching us to value every person,
ed are welcomed in, only then can the
regardless of our abilities or disabilities.
feast begin. Only when we lay to rest
It's the gift of helping us discover our
our definitions of who and what are
God -given uniqueness and using that
"normal" can we live as God intends .
uniqueness for the glory of God and for
The concept of normality is a modour neighbor's good. li!
ern-day curse. You don't have to do
much channel surfing to find physically
Ken Gibble is interim pastor at Greencastle (Pa.) Church
fit men and women touting machinery
of the Brethren.
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LETTERS
Thank you all for the many good articles and for reminding us that
underneath our vibrant conversation there is a common theme-that
we are to think and act as "citizens of heaven."
Satisfied c ustomer

Getting better

As a regular reader of MESSENGER I would
like to commend the staff for the June 2003
issue. In my opinion it was an artistic gem,
beginning with the mystical cover painting
of "Girl Praying" by artist George Tooker
and concluding with the Jubilee picture
"Following Jesus" on the back cover. The
2003 annual report of the General Board
"Servants of Jesus Christ" was eye-catching and informative. The articles by publisher Wendy McFadden and editor Fletcher
Farrar are always thought-provoking. Keep
up the good work. I plan to renew my subscription to MESSENGER for another year.

Just a note to say that MESSENGER has
greatly improved. The format is better and
the articles are interesting, informative, and
not too burdensome. Keep up the good
work for the kingdom.

Bob Walker
La Vern e, Ca lif.

Malaria kills 3,000 children a
day in Africa, and weakens
countless adults. It cripples
economies and stymies food
production.

It can be prevented
by a $5 mosquito net.

Carolyn Graham
Martinsburg , W .Va .

True simplicity
"'T'is a gift to be simple."
The old Shaker hymn came to mind as I
finished reading the July issue of
MESSENGER. Thank you all for the many
good articles in there and for reminding us
that underneath our vibrant conversation
there is a common theme-that we are to
think and act as "citizens of heaven." Jim
Lehman, Frank Reed, Cliff Kindy, and Peggy
Gish all speak to this in their words and
actions quoted in your editorial.
"When true simplicity is gained, /to bow
and to bend we won't be ashamed. /To
turn, turn will be our delight, /Till by turning, turning we come 'round right."
If we learn to bow and bend in a flexible,

respectful, and forgiving spirit as we
engage one another in discussion, we will
come around right in the end.
Lowey Dickason
Sout h Haven, Mich.

Contribute to conversation
Thank you for contributing to the "conversation" you report in your July editorial, citing
four newsletters. I suspect that I am not
alone as a reader of only one of them, nevertheless being aware of all of them. I wished,
as a reader, that you would have been able
to offer more extensive commentary, but
realize that you operate with severe space
restraints and chose to expand the number
of reports rather than sharing comments.
Sometimes I get the feeling that our
newsletters are more like a shouting match.
We will all be doubly blessed if your
columns (present and future) contribute to
a conversational mode. After reading their
writings in MESSENGER the newsletter editors will have reason to exclaim, "See! We
are being heard!"
Norman Harsh
Lorida, Fla.

CLASSIFIEDADS

The GFCF is providing mosquito
net material to women's groups.
They sew the nets and save the
lives. Help us help them.
Give- til it helps/
1

Global Food Crisis Fund
1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120
800. 323.8039
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The Cedars seeks CEO.The Cedars, a Church of the
Brethren retirement center in McPherson, Kan., is
seeking candidates for the position of CEO . The
Cedars with over 300 residents is a CCRC facility on
a beautiful campus on the edge of town. The
Cedars provides independent living homes, assisted living units, total health care, and a special care
Alzheimer's and dementia center.
The Board of Directors, anticipating growth in
the coming years, is looking for a person with home
administration credentials who appreciates a
faith-based environment and has strategic planning skills, experience in fund development and
marketing, innovative program development, and a
willingness to work collegially.
For more information contact Ralph McFadden,
Fellowship of Brethren Homes, ABC, 1451 Dundee
Ave., Elgin, IL 60120. Phone 847-742-5100,
ext. 305. E-mail rmcfadden_abc@brethren.org.
Fax 847-742-5160.

Visit our neighbors down under in Australia, New
Zealand-and Fiji in the South Pacific, January 17February 11, 2004. In addition to the major cities, highlights will include Australia's Great Barrier Reef, the
Rainforest, and the Aboriginal's mysterious Ayers
Rock in the Outback; New Zealand's farmlands,
Alpine mountains, and spectacular Milford Sound
cruise. For additional information and itinerary please
write to J. Kenneth Kreider, 1300 Sheaffer Rd.,
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 or kreiderk@etown.edu.
Spread the word! Use Messenger classifieds to let
people know what's going on. $65 purchases a single issue insertion of up to 80 words. 50 cents a
word beyond 80 words. Frequency discounts are
available. Submit ads via fax: 847-742-1407;
e-mail: messengerads_gb@brethren.org; or letter:
Messenger Classifieds, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin IL
60120. Deadline is first of month prior to month of
publication. Advertise today!

TURNING POINTS I
Please send in fo rmation to be
included in Turning Points to Jean
Clements, 1451 Dundee Ave,
Elgin , IL 60120 ;
800 323 -8039 ext. 206 ;
jclements_gb@brethren.org.
Inform ation must be compl ete in
order to be published.
Information older than one year
cannot be published.

New Members
Antelope Park, Lincoln, Neb.:
Ben Steinke, Bethany
Wiedeman
Bethany, New Paris, Ind. : Jim
Kraft, Tammy Kraft, Katie
Mikel
Black Valley, Everett, Pa .: Andrew
Barkman , Gary Roberson
Bush Creek, Monrovia, Md.:
Hillary Jardine, Douglas
Colson, Ann Colson, Do uglas
Colson, Jr., Gary Crum,
Annabelle Hay, Abigail
Brumbaugh, Arthur Burke
Chiques, Elizabethtown , Pa .: T. J.
Fisher, Jonathan Fritz,
Elizabeth Hess, Diana Shenk,
Nathaniel Williams, Ben Wise
Columbia United Christian,
Columbia, Md.: Mark Abra ms,
Rick Kearney, Catherine
Chapman , Ron Klingner, Linda
Leslie, Lo u Leslie, Wend y
Williams
Copper Hill, Va. : Gladys King,
Randy Simpson, Tammy
Simpson, Tony Cook, Carey
Cook, Brenda Mabry, Michael
Mitchell , Conn i Mitchell, Cindy
Smith , Barry Smith, Malinda
. Perry, Gary Yeatts, Shawn
Tanner, Lindsey Tanner
Curryville, Pa.: Bill Hoover,
Dianna Hoover, Martha Smith,
Kim Frederick, Jennifer Smith,
Alicia Smith
Donnels Creek, No rth Hampton,
Oh io : Mick Rutan, Joan Rutan
Glendora, Calif.: George Sparks,
Sharon Sparks, Jo Wilcox,
Candis Noirot, Mark Stone,
Ronald Stone, Albert Tillman
Green Hill, Westover, Md. : Mary
Beth Figgs, Mark Figgs, Ka yla
H enderson, Nicole White,
Stacy Waryasz, Mary Jo Figgs,
O livia H artman, Jonathan
Hartman, Scott Johnson , Kevin
Anderson
Greencastle, Pa .: Heidi Dunn ,
Regis Dunn, Stephanie H orst,
Richard Reeder, Kellie Statler,
Scott Statler
Lampeter, Pa. : Shelly Fairchild,
Danielle Keener, Ryan King,
Amanda Kreider, Nathan
Kreider, Christy Lewis, J. J.
Lewi s, Andrew M. Melli nger,
Jr. , Melissa Miller, Mark Peifer ,
John Leader, Melissa Leader
Lansing, Mich .: Anna Emrick
La Place, Ill.: Jim Van Maire, Kay
Van Maire
La Porte, Ind.: Joan Heinen,
Brittney Pearish, Brandy
Pearish, Michael Sims
Maple Grove, Ashland , Ohio:
Wi lliam Schaefer, Diedre
Schaefer
Marsh Creek, Gettysburg, Pa .:
Bradley Kanagy
Modesto, Calif.: Linda Bustle,

Larry Cole
Moscow, Mount Solon, Va.: Torn
Powell, Brenda Powell, Scott
Bradford, Kathi Bradford,
Randy Sampson, Katie Jo
Reeves, Laura Kate Reeves,
Matthew Daniel, Morgan
Alexander, Cindy Harlow,
Duane Hylton, Liz Hylton ,
Marion Bittinger, Antonio
Martinez, John Moats, Sarah
Moats
Ottawa, Kan. : David Wheeler,
Robert Wayne Carver, Sydney
Leecy, Breann Rush, Mike
Albright, Brenda Albright,
Tomorrow Albright, Ben Wray,
Leah Wray, Allen Myers, Lisa
Myers, Joe Mc Fadden, Peg
McFadden, Bob Parisot, Gayla
Parisot
Painter Creek, Arcanum, Ohio:
Barbara Shellhans, Kenny
Albertson, Chad Firestein,
Sandy H awes, Lois Grice
Peace, Council Bluffs, Iowa:
Andrea Pritchard, Ramone
Reyes, Scott McGlade, Sharon
Walters
Pine Creek, North Liberty, Ind.:
Jennifer Richert, Chester
Walter, Edith Walter, Marcia
Walter, Patti Anderson, Diane
Dent, Foster Davenport, Joy
Davenport, Mary Davenport
Plymouth, Ind.: Annabelle
Peregrine, Anita Morrison,
Christine Keb, Rob
Carmichael, Dee Carmichael,
Bruce H irschy, Jeni Hirschy,
Shellie Day, Sam Holmgren,
Melba Holmgren, Paul Nye,
Max Warren, Jennifer Warren
Prairie City, Iowa : Charles
Martin, Lisa Martin
Pyrmont , Delphi, Ind. : Jim Couk,
Susan Couk, Linda Gregory,
Tim Gregory, Michael
Grego ry, Carolyn
Harshbarger, Karl
Harshbarger, Jeremy
Harshbarger, Dan Memmer,
Paula Memmer, Melissa
Robinson, Tim Robinson , Pat
Sumner, Adrian Skiles
Rocky Mount, Va .: Jon Snead,
Heather Snead, Charles
Graham , Melissa Graham,
N icole Mantel, Calvin Hodges,
Leon Young, D orenda Young,
Jeanie Corn
Uniontown, Pa.: Gareth Coburn ,
Tracy Coburn , William Coburn,
Veronica Boger, Laih ra Brar,
Jerry Las ko

Wedding
Anniversaries
Adams, Don and Phylli s, Sebring,
Fla., 55
Barnett, Earl and Mabel,
Monroeville, Pa ., 65
Blocher, Sherman and Shirley,
Lincoln , Neb. , 50
Bohn, Alson and Jeanne,
Way nesboro, Pa ., 50
Circle, Cy and Marlys, Saint
Paris, Ohio, 50
Cormany, Melvin and Pearl,
Orrville, Ohio, 50
Eberly, Wayne and Wilda ,
Harrisburg, Pa., 50
Hofecker, Owen and Harriet,

Johnstown , Pa., 50
Horst, Kenneth and Lorraine,
Lititz, Pa. , 50
Hosler, Marlin and Mac,
Manheim, Pa., 60
Kaufman, Richard and Audrey,
Elderton, Pa ., 50
Mielke, Lo u and Bonnie, Sebring,
Fla ., 50
Miller, Pa ul and Kathryn,
Manheim, Pa. , 55
Myers, Russell and Elizabeth Mae,
Milford, Ind ., 65
Nogle, Francis and Lo uise,
Waynesboro, Pa., 60
Overly, Neal and Gertrude,
Jeannette, Pa., 60
Stitely, Ray and Josie,
Waynesboro, Pa ., 50
Taffin, Charlie and Rozella,
Ashland, Ohio, 50
Unrau , W illliam a nd Neva,
Lincoln, Neb., 55
Wagner, Orval and Florence,
McPherson, Kan ., 72
Witkovsky, Lowell and Delma,
Martinsburg, Pa. , 50
Wray, Roland and Violet,
Modesto, Calif. , 70

Deaths
Angeny, Edward T. , 88, Chandler,
Ariz. , June 6
Armstrong, Jo Anne Campbell ,
60, Staunton, Va ., May 10
Atkins, Charles, 81 , Johnstown,
Pa. , April 9
Beverlin, Ronald A. , 66,
Orbisonia, Pa. , June 4
Boone, Tom, 80, Rocky Mount,
Va. , May 12
Bowman, Loy Lee, 78, Penn
Laird, Va ., May 17
Bowser, Iva , 85, New Enterprise,
Pa., June 8
Brant, Leora, 92, Jerome, Pa.,
April 18
Claire, Linda, 38, Glendora,
Calif. , May 15
Coon, ldene, 76, Pomona, Calif.,
April 25
Eshleman, Omer L., 69,
Waynesboro, Pa., June 3
Fasnacht, Ruth G. Ellenberger,
93 , La Verne, Calif. , May 1
Foust, Paul R., 90, Chambersburg,
Pa ., Feb. 15
Frye, Robert E., Jr. , 18,
Hollidaysburg, Pa. , May 18
Gilbert, Camille Howe, 88,
Waynesboro, Pa., June 14
Good, Beverly B. , 65 ,
Bridgewater, Va. , June 9
Guyer, Mary A. , 85, Roaring
Spring, Pa., May 27
Hoffman, Charles L., 100, York,
Pa. , June 6
Hoffman, Robert W., 8 1,
Waynesboro, Pa., May 16
Holloway, Velma, 8 1, Akron,
Ind., Jan. 25
_Howman, Betty, 79, Ashland,
Ohio, Feb . 13
Huffman, Elva Garber, 87 ,
Harrisonburg, Va. , May 7
Hunt, Robert, 88, Johnstown , Pa .,
May 5
Hylton, Scott, 43, Willis, Va., May 9
Kimmel , Willard H. , 87 , Shelocta,
Pa. , May 29
Kiracofe, Francis L., 8 1, Lima,
Ohio, June 7
Kleman, Dale, 48, Ottawa, Oh io,
May 29

Klungtvcdt, Dorothy, 8 1, Minot,
N.D., May 27
Kostohryz, Joseph J. , 78 , Ashland,
Ohio, Dec . 14
Lininger, Margaret, 82, La Verne,
Calif., April 25
McCool, Delmar Beryl, 86,
Bluffton, Ohio, June 4
Meeker, Irma C. , 94, Cedarburg,
Wis., June 17
Meyers, H arry Arnold, 93 ,
Norton, Kan. , Sept. 2, 2002
Miller, Albert H ., Jr. , I 04, New
Oxford , Pa ., June 5
Miller, Raymond Pierce, 77,
Strasburg, Va. , May 20
Mongold, Dorman Wayne, 77 ,
Broadway, Va. , June 3
Myers, Ray mond A., 84,
Greencastle, Pa., May 5
Nicarry, S. Omar, 87 ,
Chambersburg, Pa., May 12
Nicewonger, Gladys, H. , 81 ,
Virden, Ill ., June 10
Norris, Carilyn, 67, O lympia,
Wash. , Dec . 15
Parker, Annie Combs, 74, Baker,
W.Va., May 23
Peiffer, Betty J., 78, Greencastle,
Pa. , Feb. 11
Prescott, Jack, 66, John stown, Pa.,
April 13
Richardson, Jerry Wayne, 38,
Bridgewater, Va ., May 3 1
Ritchie, Glen B., 86, Singers
Glen, Va ., June 8
Royer, Erda, 100, Akron, Ind .,
March 3 1
Rummel, Karl, 90, Johnstown,
Pa ., May 9
Shaffner, Martha, 81 ,
Elizabethtown, Pa ., May 9
Shirk, Ruth, 92, Avilla, Ind., June I
Shreckhise, Richard Crawford ,
82, Weyers Cave, Va ., May I 7
Smith, Pearlie May Keplinger, 88 ,
Criders, Va., May 11
Steffen, Helen Phillips, 84,
Goshen, Ind., May 26
Sterner, M. Ursula, 77,
Greencastle, Pa. , May 26
Syverson, Marion, 56, Surrey,
N .D., May 30
Thompson, Lottie, 88, Rocky
Mount, Va ., May 13
Weaver, Leona R., 87,
Elizabethtown, Pa. , May 6
Wittler, Catheri ne, 78, Winter
Haven, Fla., May 31
Wurgler, John, 83 , Rugby, N .D .,
May 3 1
Yoder, Wilbur, 91 , McPherson,
Kan. , May 25

Licensings
Adkins, Timothy R. , N . Ohio
Dist. (Lake Breeze, Sheffi eld
Lake, Ohio), June I
Hawbaker, Wayne Lee, S. Pa.
Di st. (Upton, Pa .) , May 4
Hawk, Kristi ne K. , N. Ohio Dist.
(Springfield , Akron, Ohio} ,
May 25
Miller, Ralph L., S. Pa . Dist.
(Madison Avenue, York, Pa .),
May 25
Toth, Shawn M., W. Pa. Dist.
(Maple Spring, Hollsopple,
Pa.) , March 30
Young, G ordon Wesley, W.
Marva Dist. (River Valley
Fellowship, Moorefi eld, W.Va .) ,
June 8

Ordinations
Fackler, Jeffery, N . Ind . Dist.
(Pleasant Chapel, Ashley, Ind.},
June 1
Good, Nancy D., W. Pa. Dist.
(Middlecreek, Rockwood, Pa .),
May 4
Junkins, Carroll G ., W. Marva
D ist. (Bethesda, Grantsville,
Md. ), June I
Maurer, Joann C., Atl. N.E. Dist.
(Palmyra, Pa .) , May 18
Struble, Joy Elizabeth, Mich. Dist.
(Lansing, Mich .), June 23, 2002
Thomas, Jeffrey A. , W. Pa. , Dist.
(Tire Hill , Pa.) , June I
Westlake, E . Jean, W. Pa . Dist.
(Center Hill , Kittanning, Pa .) ,
May 18
Zepp, Joy Elaine, Mid-Atl. Dist.
(Glade Valley, Walkersville,
Md .) , Sept. 22

Placements
Adkins, T imothy R., pastor, Lake
Breeze, Sheffield Lake, Ohio,
June 1
Ashworth , Jeremy, from interim
to pastor, Lincolnshire, Fort
Wayne, Ind ., May 18
Baker, Sandra M., pastor,
Plumcreek, Shelocta, Pa., May I
Bennett, Melissa, team pastor,
Beacon Heights, Fort Wayne,
Ind. , Ju ne I 5
Elsea, Henry D. , Jr. , from interim
to pastor, Mount Pleasant,
Harrisonburg, Va. , June I
Glasscock, John Edward, from
pastor, Stony Creek, De Graff,
Ohio, to pastor, Beaverton,
Mich., June 1
Hanks , Thomas P. J., from pastor,
Fraternity, Winston -Salem ,
N .C., to pastor, Bethlehem,
Boones Mill , Va. , May 15
Kingrea, David, pastor, Mount
Lebanon Fell owship,
Ba rboursville, Va ., Jan. I
Long, Janice Kulp and John R.,
from interim to team pastors,
Beacon Heights, Fort Wayne,
Ind. , June 15
MacNeill, Donald F. , pastor,
Laton, Calif. , April I
Rummel, Robert L., from associate
pastor, Pleasant H ill, Johnstown,
Pa ., to pastor, Westmont,
Johnstown, Pa., May 11
Smalley, David, from coordinator,
Area 4 Congregational Life Team,
to pastor, Topeka, Kan., May 1
Smith, Floyd L., from interim ·10
pastor, Donnels Creek, North
Hampton, Ohio, Feb. 3
Sonafrank, Harold Elson, pastor,
Shelton, Mou~t Airy, N. C.,
May 5
Tusing, Frank, pastor, Damascus and
Crab Run, Criders, Va., May I
Ullery, Victoria L., associate pas tor, New Carlisle, Ohio, May I
Walls , John Daniel, from interim
to pastor, Vinton , Va ., June 1
Waits, Timothy 0 ., pastor,
Rock Run , Goshen, Ind .,
May 1
Weyant, John S ., from interim to
pastor, Dranesville, Herndon,
Va ., June l
Zapata, Mercedes and Rodrigo,
team pastors, Princi pe de Paz,
Santa Ana, Calif. , May 1
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EDITORIAL•

Good Lord, show me the way
company. Although lawyers are promising millions of
dollars, our brother John told us he promised God
theme of Annual Conference this year. ''As I
that all he wanted was to get out alive, nothing more.
At the ecumenical luncheon, outgoing Brethren
went down to the river to pray/ Studyin' about the
Witness director David Radcliff told stories of severgood ol' way/ And who shall wear the robe and the
al individuals whose witness for peace and eco-jus crown. / Good Lord, show me the way. " I especially
tice has made a difference. One is Bob Etzweiler,
like the line, "Studyin' about the good ol' way,"
because Conference has always been for me the uni - program director at Camp Blue Diamond, who
made the evening news when he put his car away
versity of another way of living.
and walked the 19 miles to church as a protest
Business is interesting every few years when an
issue, having exhausted all its postponements, finally
against going to war in Iraq for oil. "What good are
comes to the floor for a decision. But this wasn't one
these and many other efforts to lay the groundwork
of those years, and all the fallout from last year's deci- for a better world?" Radcliff asked. "They seem so
sion against ordination of homosexuals got assigned
small and so scattered in the face of the seemingly
to committees. Most Brethren seem to agree it's okay
overwhelming forces arrayed against us. Yet we
to give time time to work, with the hope that new wis- know that this is how God has always worked in hisdom will come down to allow both justice and unity.
tory- against the odds, with people few in number
Some of that wisdom may come out of the Brethren
and weak in power, at least as the world gives
power." He offered biblical examples of Sarah, and
Revival Fellowship's annual meeting in September,
with the theme, "Unity Among the Brethren."
Mary the mother of Jesus, and the early church
But just because business isn't booming doesn't
"nipping at the heels of the empire." Their small
mean Conference isn't vibrant. The guts of this
efforts changed the world through the power of God
gathering is in its many speakers and insight sesat work. "The same power will work in us, if we
sions. Ever since I found out what an insight session allow it, opening the door to a new and better day."
At the Global Ministries dinner, Rev. Dr. Nuhad
was about 15 years ago, I have been feasting on
them like a Pennsylvanian at a potluck. This is where Tomeh of the Middle East Council of Churches gave a
firsthand account of suffering in Iraq, particularly by
I try to learn how to be Brethren.
"Given our diversity," said Howard Royer at the
Christians who are asking for "food before freedom ."
Brethren Press breakfast, "the challenge is on us to
He said that while Iraqis struggle in the postwar
economy-"There is no money and no food ."unearth the stories that will inform us, validate us,
unite us, free us." Sharing our stories of faith unifies minority Christians are concerned about their security
us in diversity and leads to reconciliation, he said, as if democracy means a takeover by majority Shiites.
he shared this quotation: "If stories come to you,
Under the former government of Saddam Hussein,
care for them. And learn to give them away where
Christians were protected, even helped, by the govthey are needed. Sometimes a person needs a story
ernment. He said Christians in Iraq find their hope in
more than food to stay alive."
2 Corinthians 4:8, 14: "We are afflicted in every way,
The story of John Unger, one of the nine rescued
but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair;
from a Pennsylvania coal mine a year ago, nourished
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not
our souls at the MESSENGER Dinner. John and his
destroyed . . .. We know that the one who raised the
wife, Sue, members of the Maple Spring Church of
Lord Jesus will raise us."
the Brethren, Hollsopple, Pa., told of the unwavering
Several of the founders spoke at an insight session
faith that sustained them last July when he was
to mark the 25th anniversary of Global Women's
trapped 240 feet underground. When the miners were Project and its work around the world. In 1978, at an
convinced they only had a half hour to live, one asked inspired Women's Gathering at Manchester College,
John if there is a chance he could go to heaven even
Ruthann Knechel Johansen quoted a poem with these
though he hadn't been baptized. John told him yes,
galvanizing words: "There come times-perhaps this
you're a good person, and God is a loving God. "I
is one of them- when we have to take ourselves more
believe God is good to good people." John's merciful
seriously or die." This could be an instruction for the
answer became controversial in some circles. But in a
entire church. As Johansen looked back on the organway, John and all those miners received a baptism in
ization that grew out of that pivotal meeting, she
that mine. His old life was buried. He was saved by
offered this: ''A community of accountability arises
the grace of God and rose to walk in newness of life.
not simply by our design, but as a gift of the Spirit as
Now he lives to tell others the good news. As evidence we make ourselves available for the solidarity of love
of the courage that comes from a second chance at
that breaks the bread of justice and compassion with
life, John is not joining six other miners in suing the
those who suffer."- FLETCHER FARRAR

A

Just because
business isn't
booming
doesn't mean
Conference
isn't vibrant.
The guts of
this gathering
is in its many
speakers and
insight
sessions.
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s we say on page one, the song "Down to
the River to Pray" became something of a

LEADERSHIP FOR
TOMORROW'S
CHURCH:
A CONGREGATIONALSEMINARY
PARTNERSHIP
Bethany Theological Seminary and Church of the Brethren congregations share a joint mission -calling, supporting and sending pastors.
Together, we nurture and prepare ministry leadership for the church of today and tomorrow.
Bethany's financial campaign ,
INSPIRED BY THE SPIRIT ❖ EDUCATING FOR MINISTRY
is an opportunity for congregations to join many individual supporters
already investing in ministry leadership.

"The church needs a place for its leaders to come together to learn, debate,
study and decide what it means to be 'Brethren.' I believe Bethany is this place.
Through its diverse graduate and academy programs, our seminary provides
quality ministry education for leaders from both small and large congregations. "
-Anne Reid , National Chair
Roanoke, Virginia

"Bethany and I need your help to finance ministry education. You know the
importance of faithful and effective pastors to lead vital and growing
congregations. Bethany recognizes its responsibility to provide the
educational programs required to develop such leaders. Together we can
have leadership that is not less than the best. "
-Eugene F. Roop, President
We look forward to visiting your congregation to discuss the many possibilities for our work together.
Bethany Theological Seminary
The Graduate School and Academy of the Church of the Brethren
615 National Road West, Richmond, Indiana 47374
1-800-287-8822
www.bethanyseminary.edu

Our Mission: Preparing people for Christian ministry and educating those called as witnesses
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the cities and communities of the world

"Teacher, which commandment is the greatest?" Jesus said
to him, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.
This is the greatest and first commandment."
Matthew 22:36-38

G iving God your hea rt, soul , and mind is central to the
decision to be ba ptized as a Christian and become a member
of the C hurch of the Brethren . Heart, Soul, and M ind is an
adaptable membership curricu lum fo r congregations to use
with youth and adults who are exploring a deeper
commitment to C hristian discipleship.
Four units of study explore what Brethren should know about the Bible, church history, living the faith, and church
membership. The Leader's G uid e (#9922, $24.95) includes reproducible handouts for students, ideas for a mentor
program, and an apprenticeshi p program . The Membership H andbook for students (# 9923, $9.95) contains
readings, exercises, and journal starters, and is valuable as a keepsake and benchm ark of faith development. A video
(# 9924, $19.95) fea turi ng Brethren youth talking about fa ith is also available to supplement the curriculum.

Candidates for membership will be engaged -heart, soul, and mind-to love God,
love their neighbor, and join in the community of faith.
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