


Long Sleeve Tee 
Classic, 100% cotton long-sleeved tee with Church 

of the Brethren across chest and stylized cross logo 

between shoulder blades on shirt back. Perfect for 

winter or any cool day. Colors - red sh irt w ith navy 

print, navy shirt with white print, and grey shirt with 

black print. Sizes - S, M, L, XL, XXL. $15.00. ~, 
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Logo Tee 
This tee helps you make the statement that you are 

Church of the Brethren. Short sleeve shirt from 100% 

cotton features denominational name and cross logo on 

left chest. Colors - black with white and Carolina blue 

print, yellow with navy and Carolina blue print, grey with 

Carolina blue and whit print, and light blue with Carolina 

blue and white print. Sizes - S, M, L, XL, XXL. $12.50. 

Speak Peace Long Sleeve Tee 
Do justice Speak peace. Wear shirt. This white, 

long sleeve tee is made from 100% cotton and 

featu res Speak Peace dove on the front, and 

Speak Peace logo and inspirational words pray 

peace, sing peace, make peace, live peace on 

shirt back. Sizes - S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL. $16.00. 

To order, phone 800-441-3712, fax 800-667-8188 or email brethrenpress_gb@brethren.org. 
Or order online at www.brethrenpress.com. 
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- ONTHECOVER 

Pictured on the cover is Annual Conference moderator 
Harriet Finney at home in North Manchester, Ind., with her 
grandchildren, Tahnee, 4, and Audri, 7, who also live in 
North Manchester, with their parents, Carlos and Susan 
Fuentes. The quotation is from a children's story written by 
Susan Fuentes about how Harriet Finney answered a call 
from God for her to become a minister. 

Cover photo is by Fletcher Farrar. 
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12 Moderator Harriet Finney 
Get to know the Annual Conference moderator in 
this profile, featuring her vision for the church 
and the full life of Christian service that informs 
her views. 

17 Annual Conference preview 
Walt Wiltschek offers a guide to this year's big 
meeting in Boise, Idaho. Here is a summary of the 
business to be discussed, worship programs 
planned, and a guide to the city, including how to 
pronounce it: BOl-see. 

20 Idaho churches 

25 

With Annual Conference heading to Idaho, we 
highlight two growing Church of the Brethren 
congregations in the Boise area, Mountain View 
and Nampa. You may want to try their ideas at home! 

Nigeria sabbaticals 
Two Church of the Brethren pastors spent part of 
their sabbaticals with EYN church members in 
Nigeria. Their stories of how the experience 
changed their lives may challenge other pastors 
to consider sabbatical time in Nigeria, too. 
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FROM THE PUBLISHER 

M y favorite image at the Church of the Brethren General 
Offices in Elgin can be seen only on certain days-when 

the late-afternoon sun pierces the chapel windows just right, sending shafts of 
unearthly light across the sacred space. The small stained-glass windows are 
jewels cut into the thick stone walls that shelter the worshiper from the busy 
road beyond. For a few minutes on the right days, the ordinary air is trans
formed, as the dust glows gold and emerald and amethyst and ruby. 

The modest chapel, elegant in its simplicity, has been the setting for many 
extraordinary encounters with God, including General Board worship services, 
concerts, weddings. But its most frequent use is as a weekly gathering spot for 
the employees and volunteers who work for the various agencies of the Church 
of the Brethren. There the work community comes together for worship and 
reflection, each week's service led by a different person. After perhaps a thou
sand chapel services, I have memorized every stone behind the cross and know 
the way the light feels as it pours down from the skylight. 

For many years, humans have created spaces where they can encounter 
God. There are cathedrals-such as Trinity Church on Wall Street, where I used 
to enjoy lunchtime concerts one summer, retreating to the cool grandeur with 
reverence and awe. Such places help me focus on the majesty, the omnipotence, 
the glory of God. Other worship spaces-chapels tucked alongside the soaring 
naves of cathedrals, small sanctuaries, tiny prayer rooms-are more about the 
intimacy of God. 

The chapel at the General Offices is certainly of the latter sort. But the 
shafts of light that show up on certain days hint at the transcendent. We go 
about our work, and then heaven breaks in for a moment. 

During this season of Eastertide, the days between Easter and Ascension 
Day, we can be especially attuned to those moments when God breaks into the 
ordinary. Few among us have regular access to a cathedral, and even stained
glass windows are not so common within the Church of the Brethren. But there 
are sacred spaces around us, nonetheless. Some are made of wood and stone. 
Others have no walls but our own hearts. 
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Youth learn to ··Let Your Life Speak., 
at Bridgewater conference 

About 350 people from Maryland to Florida participated in this year's Roundtable regional 
youth conference March 27-29 at Bridgewater (Va.) College, a sharp increase from the previ
ous year. Habitat for Humanity founder Millard Fuller was the keynote speaker, addressing 
the theme "Let Your Life Speak." Fuller shared his life journey and spoke about the impor
tance of peace and service in following Jesus Christ. 

Comedy team Ted & Lee (Ted Swartz and Lee Eshleman of Harrisonburg, Va.) provided 
their unique interpretations on scripture in an evening presentation as the conference 
opened with a Friday night program for the first time. General Board Youth/Young Adult 
Ministry director Chris Douglas spoke at the event's closing worship, leading a time of 
blessing and commissioning. 

INTOUCH-

Left: Roundtable keynote 

speaker Millard Fuller of Habitat 

for Humanity goes over plans 

with lnterdistrict Youth Cabinet 

member Joel Ballew, a student at 

Bridgewater. 

Middle: James Funkhouser of 

Warrenton, Va., showcases his 

comedy talents during the 

Roundtable variety show. 

Right: Rebekka Siron of 

Staunton, Va., gets to know new 

friends during get-acquainted 

activities. 

Bottom: Roundtable participants 

gather for a group picture. 
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- INTOUCH 

Oregon's Camp Myrtlewood tackles 
fish restoration project 

Gravel bars have already formed behind trees positioned in Myrtle Creek. 

Camp Myrtlewood, a 160-acre Church 
of the Brethren camp in southern 
Oregon that once was the fishing 
ground of the Coquille Indians, has set 
out to restore the fishing habitat of 
Myrtle Creek. Nine giant fir trees, each 
110 feet in height plus root wad, have 
been pulled down and positioned to 
create barriers in the creek basin to 
protect young salmon. 

In past decades, logging and envi
ronmental interests cleared the stream 
to bedrock. When winter rains came, 
the salmon and everything else in the 
creek were flushed to the ocean. The 
camp's long-term stewardship of cre
ation effort includes creating natural 
fresh water pools for young fish. 
Working with Camp Myrtlewood are 
fish and wildlife and ecoforestry offi-
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cials of the state and the Coquille 
Watershed Association, which is fund
ing the work. 

John Jones, camp manager for 19 
years, explains that living in right rela
tionship with nature is critical to living 
in right relationship with God and the 
human community. 

A 60-minute video on the restoration, 
Logging for Salmon, is $15 plus $1.50 
postage. Order from the producer, Ed 
Groff, 12305 NE 27th St., Vancouver, 
WA 98684 (e-mail groffprod @aol.com). 
A former BVSer, Groff is a member of 
Peace Church of the Brethren, Portland, 
Ore. Sale proceeds benefit the Global 
Food Crisis Fund. 

The video has aired on 20 television 
stations in the Northwest. 
-Howard Royer 

Mineral Creek holds 
farewell celebration 

On Saturday, May 3, the Mineral 
Creek congregation, Leeton, Mo., 
celebrates 134 years of witness and 
service to the community. It will also 
be a farewell service, as the church 
will close. The congregation decided 
in January to discontinue holding 
regular services and to disband. 

Missouri and Arkansas district 
gi minister Sandra Bosserman will 
C, 

~ bring the morning message. W. 
Ethmer Erisman, who has served 
the congregation as pastor for 23 
years, will lead a time of remem
brance in the afternoon. 

X. L. Cappock was the first paid 
minister, serving from 1923 to 1926. 
Many pastors and missionaries 
have had roots in the Mineral Creek 
church. Among them are Frank 
Crumpacker, Ira and Libbie Arnold, 
and Jennie Mohler. There will be a 
carry-in dinner at the Leeton 
Community Bui lding on Saturday. 
-Kathryn Erisman 

Pastor retires after 
long tenure 

On Jan. 26, James D. (Sonny) 
Dodds retired as pastor of 
Mountain Grove Church of the 
Brethren, Fulks Run, Va. Dodds was 
pastor from 1967 through 1974. He 
returned in 1977 and served until his 
retirement this year. The Mountain 
Grove congregation presented 
Dodds and his wife, Gladys, with a 
plaque on Retirement Sunday. 



The ""Little Quartet" racks up the years 

The "Little Quartet" that sang recently at a seniors fellowship meeting of 
the Easton (Md.) Church of the Brethren has been together a long time. 

Each of the men-Paul Fike, Gilbert Walbridge, Norman Fike, and Alvin 
Walbridge-is now at least 83 years old. They had their picture taken 
together in 1930 while their mothers attended a Ladies Aid meeting. 

Together they have been married for 250 years. Three of the couples 
have served as deacons in the Easton church for a total of 430 years. Paul 
Fike and his wife, Ella Mae, live at the Bridgewater (Va.) Retirement 
Community, where he formerly served as chaplain. Fike was Annual 
Conference moderator in 1984. 

members cared more about 

rolling tires than singing. From 

left, they are Paul Fike, Alvin 

Walbridge, Norman Fike, and 

Gilbert Walbridge. Right: 

From left, the couples are 

Paul and Ella Mae Fike, Gilbert 

and Marjorie Walbridge, 

Norman and Annice Fike, and 

Alvin and Ellen Walbridge. 

Sunnyslope celebrates centennial 

This marks the 100th year that the Sunnyslope Church of the Brethren has served 
the community of Wenatchee, Wash. Chartered in 1903 as a Church of the 
Brethren congregation, the church is now serving as a local ministry of the 
Church of the Brethren and the United Church of Christ. A homecoming is sched
uled for May 18. Activities are planned to commemorate the early settlers of 
Sunnyslope and the contributions of church members to the growth and forma
tion of the Wenatchee Valley.-Janet Stutzman 

Al1l Since l 885 

/t~• Mutual Aid Association 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

Take advantage of 
our homeowner1s1 

jarm1 church and 
business coverage 

T 
Receive the benefits of time

honored protection provided by 

people you can trust. 

To find out more call toll:free 

or find us on the web at 

www.maabrethren.com 

T 
3094 Jeep Road, Abilene, KS 67410 
Phone 800-255-1243 • Fax 800-238-7535 

email maa@maabrethren.com 

Messenger 
on Tape 

MESSENGER is available on 
audio tape for persons with 

visual impairments. Each 
double-cassette issue contains 
all articles, letters and editorials. 
Volunteers of the Church and 
Persons with Disabilities 
Network, a ministry of ABC, 
provide this service. 

Recommended donation is $10 
(if you return the tapes to be 
recycled or $25 (if you keep 

the tapes) . 

To receive MESSENGER ON 
TAPE, please send your 

name, address, phone 
number and check 

(payable to 
ABC) to: 

Association of 
Brethren Caregivers 
1451 Dundee Ave. 
Elgin, IL 60120 
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NEWS 

ABC board declares openness to 
new structure ideas 

At its spring meetings March 21-23, the Association of 
Brethren Caregivers (ABC) board discussed the pres
ent denominational structure in light of ongoing con
cerns about the structure's ability to meet the needs 
of the denomination. The board acknowledged that 
this matter transcends its own agency's scope of 
authority, but it affirmed an openness to consider 
new ways of working with others in service to the 
Church of the Brethren. 

donations from both congregations and individuals, 
and cost containment in program areas. The board 
approved the 2003 budget, which reflects a $58,890 
deficit. Despite the planned deficit, Mason told the 
board he was optimistic about ABC's financial posi
tion. "ABC really is on a two-year funding cycle when . 
you consider that the Caring Ministries Assembly and 
National Older Adult Conference are held biennially," 
Mason said. 

Board members received a preliminary report from 
the Benevolent Care Committee, a study committee 
formed to explore how Brethren retirement centers 
assist residents who have run out of financial 

~ resources to pay for their care and other issues relat
< 
~ 
'" f 
3 

The Association of Brethren Caregivers board members include (front row, from 

left) Wally Landes, board chair-elect Sue Moore, John Wenger, Allegra Hess, 

Connie Burk Davis, and Diane Harden. Back row: Heather Neff, Eddie Edmonds, 

board chair Bentley Peters, Jim Tomlonson, Joe Schechter, and Brian Black. Board 

members are standing in front of prayer flags that they created during a time of 

worship at their March meetings. 
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"Although the Association of Brethren Caregivers is 
positioned to serve the caring ministries of the 
Church of the Brethren in the coming years, we 
understand that a more effective framework for fulfill
ing the entire mission of the church may be possi
ble," said ABC executive director Steve Mason. "ABC 
is prepared to participate in a process which may cre
ate a new framework for serving the denomination." 

ABC board chair Bentley Peters said the board was 
of one mind during the discussion. 

Mason also reported on ABC's positive financial 
results for 2002. He said several factors contributed to 
ending the year in the black, including an increase in 

ed to "uncompensated" care. The report summarized 
the amount of uncompensated care being provided in 
Brethren-affiliated facilities, difficulties in receiving 
reimbursements from state and federal agencies, and 
the amount of benevolent funds available to assist 
people whose funds are depleted. 

The preliminary report also raised ethical issues 
such as an individual's responsibility to prepare for 
his or her long-term care, should that be required. 
The committee will continue to study the issue and 
report its findings to the Fellowship of Brethren 
Homes, one of ABC's nine ministry areas. 

The board authorized forming closer relationships 
with Friends Services for the Aging and Mennonite 
Health Services, similar agencies that share a com
mon background and program focus. During an 
October meeting between leaders from the three 
groups, a vision statement was created to describe 
the group as "peace church colleagues in health and 
human services." The relationship between the three 
organizations has deepened as the groups have 
formed similar programs for board leadership. 

The board took the next step in its vision and plan
ning process, which began in March 2001, by approv
ing five strategic goals and objectives. At its next 
meeting, the board will receive an action plan outlin
ing how staff intend to carry out these goals. 

In other business, the board approved the creation 
of a new caregiving award beginning in 2004; partici
pated in an education session on the agency's endow
ment and investment strategies; and heard reports 
from its nine ministry areas, including the Older Adult 
Ministry Cabinet's availability to provide "Age Wave" 
workshops for congregations and agencies. Staff for 
the Brethren Chaplains Network reported on the cre
ation of a training track for chaplains at Caring 
Ministries Assembly this summer. Prior to the meet
ing, the board received the resignation of Gene 
Yeazell of Arden, N.C. 



Stan's the man 
Brethren Service Center 
director called to be 
next general secretary 

When the Church of the Brethren General 
Board's general secretary search committee 
asked artist Debbie Noffsinger what picture 
she would paint of her husband, Stan, she 
said it wouldn't be a picture at all, but a 
sculpture of hands. Hands, she said, were 
what he had used throughout his life to 
help others. 

Stan Noffsinger will now use those hands 
to guide the ministry of the General Board, 
after he was called unanimously in March 
to be the agency's next general secretary. 
The call came during the spring meetings of 
the board, held March 8-11 in New Windsor, 
Md. Noffsinger will succeed Judy Mills 
Reimer, who is retiring, after Annual 
Conference in July. 

New Windsor was a fitting place for 
Noffsinger to receive the call, as he has 
spent the past four years there guiding the 
work of the Brethren Service Center. His 
work has included oversight of the General 
Board's Emergency Response/Service 
Ministries program as well as the larger 
ministry of the center and its partners. 
Reimer made Noffsinger a member of the 
General Board's Leadership Team in March 
2000 in an administrative reorganization. 

In accepting the call to be general secre
tary, Noffsinger brought those images of 
service to the forefront. 

"I'd love to take my jacket off and my tie 
off and roll up my sleeves, because we 
have a lot of difficult work to do," 
Noffsinger said. He called Brethren to roll 
up their sleeves as well and join in that 
work as "we embark on a venture of faith." 

He later said that the strong emotions 
and differing opinions seen in the church in 
recent years are not a source of concern for 
him, but one of hope. 

"This time that we're experiencing, with 
people passionately sharing their hopes and 
frustrations with the church, are for me a 
sense of encouragement," he said. "It sig
nals to me there is passion among the 
Brethren for the body of Christ." 

Noffsinger, a Manchester College gradu
ate who turned 49 in April, said the journey 
toward accepting the call was "just an 
incredible discernment process. It is hum
bling to have been a part of that." 

New Windsor will remain Noffsinger's 
home base, as he maintains his residency in 
Maryland. He and Debbie and their two 
sons live in Union Bridge, Md., and attend 
Westminster (Md.) Church of the Brethren. 

Dual offices of the general secretary will 
be kept in both New Windsor and at the 
agency's General Offices in Elgin, Ill.
which will continue to serve as denomina
tional headquarters -with Noffsinger trav
eling between them as needed. 

Originally from Pennsylvania, Noffsinger 
also served at the Brethren Service Center 
in the mid-1970s, as director of the Church 
World Service CROP office located there at 
the time. He moved back to New Windsor in 
1999 from Wichita, Kan., where he had 
served as manager of three medical clinics 
and as a physician placement coordinator. 

Noffsinger will bring some unique factors 
to the position. In addition to being the first 
to be based outside of Elgin, he will be the 
first non-ordained person to serve as gener
al secretary. He is also one of the younger 
people to serve in the role. He was the lone 
candidate presented to the board by the 
search committee, chaired by Stafford 
Frederick of Roanoke, Va. 

Other major items from the General 
Board's spring meetings included the 
following: 

• The board wrapped up the current 
work on its evolving comprehensive plan, 
asking for particular attention to congrega
tional giving patterns, the need for coopera
tion and creativity in the denomination's 
agency structure, and building a greater 
sense of Christian and Brethren identity in 
the church. 

• The board heard of a $700,000-plus 
deficit for the agency in 2002, a reduc
tion of $384,000 in the budget 
parameter for 2003 (mainly 
through staff reductions) 
approved earlier via mail bal
lot, and ongoing future finan
cial challenges amid flat or 
decreasing donations and 
rising expenses. Numerous 
visitors and others 
expressed concern over 
recent cutbacks, but 
the board said it was 
standing by the 
decisions that had 
been made. 

• Board members 
acted on an item 

related to the denomination's peace wit
ness, joining the On Earth Peace board in 
affirming a "Call for a Living Peace 
Church" that will now go to this summer's 
Annual Conference. 

• The board's Anti-Racism Training (ART) 
team, formed in response to Annual 
Conference action on diversity issues, 
spent part of one day leading the board, 
staff, and visitors through an exploration 
of racism issues. 

• The board called Vickie Whitacre 
Samland of Littleton, Colo., as its board
appointed at-large member, to be affirmed 
by Annual Conference; the board's 
Executive Committee, in its March 7 meet
ing prior to the gathering of the full board, 
named Doris Faus of the Chiques congrega
tion (Manheim, Pa.) as General Board repre
sentative to the Germantown Trust. 

• In other action, board members heard 
an update on talks with church groups in 
India and a business item on India relations 

currently on the table at 
Annual Conference; 

took part in several 
worship times; 
and visited in 

area congrega
tions Sunday 
morning. 



NEWS 

Bridgewater conference considers 
role of peace church 

About 100 people gathered at Bridgewater (Va.) 
College March 27-29 for a conference titled "At the 
Crossroads: A Historic Peace Church in the 21st 
Century." Bridgewater chaplain Robbie Miller said it 

was the best attendance ever for an event sponsored 
by the school's Forum for Religious Studies. 

The conference focused on the presentation of aca
demic papers by a variety of experts in the fie ld, 
along with panel d iscussions and responses. The 
speakers represented a wide swath of viewpoints, 

including a retired military colonel, professors from 
Brethren colleges and Bethany Theological Seminary, 
a Virginia attorney, and some independent scholars. 

Presentations covered topics including the histori
ca l and biblical roots of Brethren pacifism, peace in 
daily life and in congregational life, advice to peace
makers from a panel of "consultants," and the nature 
of peacemaking in the 21st century. Bethany faculty 
member Scott Holland wrapped up the conference 
with a "State of Brethren Peacemaking" address on 

the final morning. 

During the Forum for Religious Studies ' conference on the 

"Historic Peace Church in the 21 st Century" at Bridgewater 

College, presenter Ttm McE/wee of Manchester College engages 

in some follow-up discussion with Ed Woodard of Roanoke, Va. 

past she said. "But I am hopeful. I am hopefu l 
because I believe in the power of prayer." 

Participants also engaged in a time of spirited con
versation with Annual Conference moderator Harriet 
Finney, who expressed optimism despite the many 
challenges to peace. "Peacemaking in the 21st centu
ry will not be simple, as it often has not been in the 

Other highlights included an evening love feast at 
nearby Montezuma Church of the Brethren, led by 
Jim Beckwith and Dale Brown; a banquet for partici
pants; and a meditation on peacemaker John Kline. 
Organizers plan to publ ish results of the conference 
on a CD-ROM available later this year. 

Trio of special 
services emphasize 
"Call to Pray~r" 

Brethren gathered at three 
denominational sites on March 7 
for special prayer services held in 
conjunction with the World Day 
of Prayer. The services were 
planned by an interagency com
mittee in response to the "Call to 
Prayer" query passed by the 2002 
Annual Conference, asking the 
denomination "to be constant in 
prayer as wel l as ... offer guid
ance, resources, and instruction 
for deepening our prayer lives 
and expanding our understand
ing of Jesus' call to personal and 
corporate prayer." 

At Bethany Theological 
Seminary, in Richmond, Ind., 
Bethany student Evan Garber car-
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ried primary leadership for the 
service. Noel Naff, another 
Bethany student, and Jeff Bach, 
associate professor of Brethren 
and Historical Studies, shared 
personal stories about t heir expe
riences with prayer. Participants 
explored prayer through liturgy, 
song, and activity, with opportuni
ties to focus on particular prayer 
concerns through writ ing and 
lighting of candles. 

!n Elgin, Ill., at the Church of the 
Brethren General Offices, prayer 
beads, candles, and a reflective 
mood set the tone. In his medita
tion, Highland Avenue Church of 
the Brethren pastor Joel Kline dis
cussed the Lord's Prayer, ponder
ing whether Jesus would be dis
appointed today with the some
times rote recitations of those 
well-known words, often being 

used "to fulfill our most selfish 
whims." Kline and worship leader 
Susan Brandenbusch of Bret hren 
Benefit Trust led a time of reflec
tive prayer, framed by the verses 
of the hymn, ''Spirit Divine, 
inspire our prayers." 

And in New Windsor, Md., at the 
Brethren Service Center, General 
Board members and staff on cam
pus for meetings joined others from 
the community for worship. Soft 
music, quotes projected on a 
screen, song, guided prayers, and a 
prayer wa lk around the meeting 
room filled the hour. 

"We hope for you t o connect 
personally with the Spirit of a liv
ing God, " worship leader Stan 
Noffsinger said. The t ime ended 
with the upbeat singing of "Asithi, 
Amen!" accompanied by guitar 
and drum. 



YOUTHBEAT ._ ________________________________ _ 

Plans take shape for 2004 
National Young Adult event 

Planning for National Young Adult 
Conference 2004 began as the General 
Board's Young Adult Steering Committee 
met March 14-16 in Elgin, Ill. 

This will be the first conference of this 
style and scope for young adults in the 
Church of the Brethren. The committee is 
hoping for 400 to 500 young adults to 
gather for this new event, which will be 
held June 14-18, 2004, at Snow 
Mountain Ranch in Winter Park, Colo. 

Becky Ullom of McPherson, Kan., has 
been chosen to serve as coordinator of 
this National Young Adult Conference. 
She will begin a 13-month assignment 
in the Youth/Young Adult Ministry office 
in Elgin on June 1. Other planning com
mittee members are Josh Brockway, 
Laura Stone, Kim Sittig, Emily Tyler, 
Aaron Lahman, Bob Etzwiler, and 
Youth/Young Adult Ministry director 
Chris Douglas. 

The conference's activities will focus 
on the theme "Stand at the Crossroads 
and Look," based on Jeremiah 6:16. 
Each day's schedule will include two 
worship experiences of various styles. 
Several worship services will feature 
speakers, while others will focus on 
silence, reflection, or music. Tony 
Campolo has already been secured as 
one of the keynoters. 

Two Virginia young adults 
will direct 2004 workcamps 

Two young adults from Virlina District 
will serve as the 2004 workcamp coordi
nators in the General Board's 
Youth/Young Adult Ministries office. 

Beth Rhodes of Central Church of the 
Brethren, Roanoke, Va., and Cindy 
Laprade of Antioch Church of the 
Brethren, Rocky Mount, Va., will begin in 
August 2003 through Brethren Volunteer 
Service and plan the junior high, senior 
high, and young adult workcamps to be 

offered the following summer. 
Registration for some of this year's 

workcamps, coordinated by Jaime Eller 
and Heidi Gross, remains open at 
www.brethren.org/genbd/yya/workcamps/. 

Youth meet to gather 
"tools" for living 

"Tools For These limes" was the theme 

for one of the largest Eastern Regional 
Youth Conferences (ERYC) in recent years. 
Three hundred youth and advisors from 
the four Pennsylvania and Northeast dis
tricts gathered at Juniata College in 
Huntingdon, Pa., March 7-9 for a weekend 
of worship, inspiration, and fellowship. 

Mennonite comedy team Ted Swartz 
and Lee Eshleman ("Ted & Lee") served 
as keynote speakers, sharing from their 
Old Testament drama "The Creation 
Chronicles," which was incorporated into 
three worship services. Brethren 
folksinger Joseph Helfrich provided musi

cal leadership. 

Committee on lnterchurch Relations' 

Ecumenical Luncheon 
Tuesday, July 7, 2003 

David Radcliff 
''From the Ground Up" 

The Theological and Practical Imperative 
Of Grassroots Peacemaking 

Amidst war and rumor of war, Church of the Brethren congregations 
work to overcome violence and construct a more peaceful and just world. 

Congregational recognitions and presentation of the Ecumenical Award. 

Order tickets through the Annual Conference office. 

Also, Tuesday night Insight Session: 

Jeff Carter - The World Council of Churches and 
the Church of the Brethren. 
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NEWS 

UPCOMINGEVENTS 

May 3 Mid-Atlantic District 
Disaster Relief Auction, Westminster 
(Md.) Agricultural Center 

May 3-8 Christian Citizenship 
Seminar for senior high youth, New 
York and Washington, D.C. 

May 4 National Youth Sunday 

May 4-9 Disaster Project Directors 
workshop and hands-on training, 
Camp Harmony, Hooversville, Pa. 

May 4-11 Family Life Week 

May 9-10 Middle Pennsylvania 
District Disaster Relief Auction, 
Huntingdon (Pa.) County Fairgrounds 

May 10 Bethany Theological 
Seminary commencement, 
Richmond, Ind. 

May 16-17 Shenandoah District 
Disaster Relief Auction, 
Rockingham County Fairgrounds, 
Harrisonburg, Va. 

May 18 Health Promotion Sunday 

May 23-25 Young Adult 
Conference, Camp Eder, Fairfield, Pa. 

May 25 Rural Life Sunday 

May 28-Jun 17 Brethren 
Volunteer Service Unit 254 orienta
tion, Putney, Vt. 

May 30-31 Disaster Child Care 
Training Workshop (Level 1), 
Winchester, N.H. 

May 30-Jun 8 Ecuador Young 
Adult Workcamp 

May 31-Jun 6 Ministry Summer 
Service orientation, Richmond, Ind. 

May 31-Jun 9 Northern Ireland 
Young Adult Workcamp 
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Season's greetings: The Brethren Service Center 's traditional Christmas message remained 

timely through springtime. It was left in place during the Iraq war. 

Church of the Brethren joins 
response against war in Iraq 

As the US officially announced the begin
ning of military action against Iraq in late 
March, a torrent of statements and 
resources poured out from the Church of 
the Brethren and other groups who 
have expressed opposition to war. 

General secretary Judy Mills Reimer 
issued a statement that said, in part: "With 
profound sadness we see our nation once 
again at war. Our hearts and prayers go out 
to all the people who will be affected by 
this war-soldiers and civilians, Iraqis and 
members of the coalition waging the war, 
and leaders and citizens of our own nation 
who find their lives increasingly consumed 
with concerns for security. In this moment, 
we reaffirm our historic commitment to the 
way and teachings of Jesus." 

Other statements opposing the war 
came from On Earth Peace, the National 
Council of Churches and World Council of 
Churches, Church World Service, and 
most other major religious bodies. Many 
congregations and other groups were 
holding prayer services and vigils. The 
Church of the Brethren Washington Office 
issued several "action alerts" asking 
Brethren to contact their representatives 
in Congress. 

In Iraq, meanwhile, Church of the 
Brethren members Cliff Kindy of North 
Manchester, Ind., and Peggy Gish of 
Athens, Ohio, were among seven Christian 
Peacemaker Teams (CPT) workers expelled 
by the Iraqi government on March 29. 
They had been part of a long-running del
egation in Baghdad. After a harrowing exit 
from the country in which a taxi accident 
injured Kindy and two others, the group 

made it safely to Jordan. Kindy has been 
doing numerous interviews in the United 
States since his return. Another group of 
CPT volunteers remained in Baghdad as 
of mid-April. 

The General Board's Emergency 
Disaster Fund authorized two recent 
grants for Iraq relief. A $22,000 allocation 
is supporting a CARE International proj
ect to provide safe drinking water to hos
pitals in Baghdad and elsewhere, while 
$25,000 given earlier is assisting the 
Church World Service "All Our Children" 
campaign to deliver soap, detergent, and 
medical supplies to the country. 

A central page for resources and 

statements related to Iraq is at 
www.brethren.org/lraq.html. 

Brethren World Assembly 
plans take shape for summer 

Plans continue to come together for 
the Brethren World Assembly, sched
uled for July 23-26 at Grace College & 

Seminary in Winona Lake, Ind. 
The event, sponsored by Brethren 

Encyclopedia, Inc., brings together 
representatives of the various denomi
nations that trace their roots to 
Ale·xander Mack's early 18th-century 
movement in Schwarzen?u, Germany. 
The assembly will emphasize 
"Brethren Presence Around the World" 
as it celebrates the diversity and 
worldwide expansion of Brethren. 

Scheduled speakers include two 
Church of the Brethren General Board 
staff members: Global Mission 
Partnerships director Mervin Keeney (on 
Church of the Brethren-sponsored 
denominations and congregations out
side the US) and archivist Ken Shaffer 



(on origins of Brethren Service in the 
mid-20th century). Others leading ses
sions include Ronald Clutter, Church of 
the Brethren member A. Ferne 
Baldwin, Dale Stoffer, and a panel 
presentation. 

Eduardo Rodriguez of South 
American Theological Seminary, Grace 
Brethren pastor James Custer, and 
Church of the Brethren Brazil leaders 
Marcos and Suely lnhauser will speak 
at nightly worship services. The assem
bly will end with a tour of the Brethren 
murals at Camp Mack in Milford, Ind., 
and a closing meal at the camp. 

Brethren home execs look at 
Shared Services Program 

Eleven chief executive officers of 
Brethren retirement centers participated 
in a consultation held Feb. 27-28 at the 
Church of the Brethren Offices in Elgin, 
Ill., to review, evaluate, and plan for the 
Shared Services Program of the 
Fellowship of Brethren Homes. The pro
gram is a four-year-old ministry of the 
Association of Brethren Caregivers (ABC). 

"A hoped-for outcome over the past 
few years has been that more of the 
Brethren homes would be significantly 
involved financially and mutually in the 
Fellowship of Brethren Homes," said 
Ralph McFadden, coordinator of 
Shared Services for ABC. "However, 
given the strain on the budgets of the 
homes due to the floundering econo
my, more financial support may be out 
of the question." 

Participants of the consultation and 
members of the Partner Council-the 
governing body for the Fellowship of 
Brethren Homes-agreed to take a 
threefold approach in providing servic
es. It was agreed to continue with much 
of the current program, to aggressively 
market for deeper involvement of the 
Brethren homes in the Fellowship of 
Brethren Homes' programs, and to con
tinue exploring collaboration with 
Mennonite Health Services and the 
Friends Services for the Aging. 

1. Nigeria. Ten Church of the Brethren mem
bers participated in this year's month-long 
workcamp sponsored by the General Board's 
Global Mission Partnerships office. The group 
was joined by four members of mission part
ner Mission-21 (formerly Basel Mission) of 
Switzerland and 15 members of the 
Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (Church of the 
Brethren in Nigeria). Workcampers continued 
construction of a classroom at EYN 
Comprehensive Secondary School near Mubi. 

2. North Korea. The first Global Food 
Crisis Fund allocation of 2003 sent $30,000 
to the famine-stricken Asian nation. The 
funds will assist the work of Agglobe 
Services International, enabling the pur
chase of freezer containers for quick-freezing 
and storing fresh-caught fish and other 
seafood. This project allows safe storage 
and preservation of food supplies. 

3. Alaska. The US Senate in March voted 52-
48 to reject oil drilling in the Alaska National 
Wildlife Refuge. Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) 
offered the amendment to remove the drilling 
provision from a budget resolution. General 
Board Brethren Witness director David 
Radcliff called the vote "a very welcome 
development." The Brethren Witness office 
led a Faith Expedition to the refuge last sum
mer, studying issues and visiting with the 
region's Gwich'in Native American people. 

4. Salem, Va. Five Church of the Brethren 
Disaster Child Care caregivers responded to 
flooding in the area near Roanoke at the 
request of the American Red Cross. The team 
opened a child-care center at Ridgewood 
Baptist Church on Feb. 24; the project closed 
March 3 after 52 child-care contacts had been 
made. Serving on the team were Wilma 

Ammerman, Rena' Brown, Nancy Crumpacker, 
Faye Boone, and Karin Musselman. 

5. Sudan. The General Board-sponsored trip 
to Sudan planned for February under the 
leadership of former Sudan staff Phil and 
Louise Rieman was postponed to Aug. 22-
Sept. 6 due to Phil Rieman's heart surgery. 
Others are still welcome to join the group; 
cost is about $2,750. Contact plbrieman@ctl
net.com or 317-546-9675, or the Global 
Mission Partnerships office at 800-323-8039. 

6. Haiti. The General Board Mission & 
Ministries Planning Council (MMPC) met Jan. 
31-Feb. 1 in Daytona Beach, Fla., primarily to 
hear a report from a delegation exploring a 

· Haiti project with an existing church. After 
review and lengthy discernment, MMPC 
decided not to mc1ke a recommendation at 
this time to begin a new mission in Haiti. 

7. Newark, Ill. Thirty-eight Brethren Volunteer 
Service (BVS) workers and five staff participat
ed in this year's BVS in-service retreat.The 
event, held near the middle of the term for 
most first-year volunteers, was being held at 
Dickson Valley Camp and Retreat Center. 

8. New Windsor, Md. Church World Service 
put out an alert that "Gift of the .Heart" health 
and school kits are in short supply to meet an 
avalanche of needs. Stan Noffsinger, director 
of the Church of the Brethren General Board's 
Emergency Response/Service Ministries 
office, says that there has been "a huge drain 
on supplies" of the kits shipped from the 
Brethren Service Center warehouse. He 
expects the need will remain "urgent" 
through the year. Details on contents of the 
kits and mailing instructions are available at 
www.churchworldservice.org/kits/i ndex. htm I. 

II 



Jesus brings us 
Moderator Harriet Finney's not-so-simplistic message, 
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Harriet Finney w ith Mexican children during a work trip las t year to Tij uana w ith Compafie ros en Min isterio. 

Harriet Finney's 7 1/ 2-year-old grand
daughter Audri grimaced with pain 
from the splinters in her hand she'd 
just picked up from a weed in the back
yard. But she winced at the thought of 
pain from having them pulled out. 
"This would be a good time to remem
ber that quote you learned at school," 
her mother, Susan Fuentes, reminded. 

"There is nothing to fear but fear 
itself," Audri recited perfectly. Then as 
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Grandpa Ron approached with tweez
ers, Audri quickly withdrew her trou
bled hand. "But that's just a quote!" 
she announced, and the splinters stayed 
put till next morning, despite FDR's 
eloquence. 

There are parallels for Harriet 
Finney, this year's moderator of the 
Church of the Brethren, as she leads a 
church that may be as fearful of dealing 
with its ills as enduring them. What 

concerns her most is that the-strong 
biblical passages which off er hope are 
too often seen as just quotes. · 

"We say we're 'continuing the work of 
Jesus,' but too many of us have not con
tinued to study the scriptures together to 
know what that means," says Finney. "I 
question how many of us know what the 
New Testament says." 

She's back in her living room in 
North Manchester, Ind. , after months 
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together 
that the future lies in old truths like Bible study and prayer 

by Fletcher Farrar 

of travel as moderator-elect and now 
moderator. It is a living room decorat
ed with travel mementos and family 
photos. A stained glass cross hangs in 
the front window. There's a piano with 
the Brethren hymnal on its music stand 
against one wall, and a grandchild
sized rocking chair nearby. 

She recalls that early Brethren stud
ied scripture with the expectation that 
"new light" would break through. They 
wrestled with scriptures about peace
making. "There are other scriptures we 
need to wrestle with," she says. "One is 
'Take up the cross and follow me' 
(Matt. 16:24). We need to try to 
understand what it means in 2003 to 
live as followers of Jesus Christ." 

And everywhere she goes she explains 
why she picked the theme, "In Jesus' 
name," for this year's Annual 
Conference. "As a church we're diverse 
theologically, politically, and in many 
different ways. But what is it that 
brings us together, and holds us 
together, and sends us out? It is Jesus 
Christ." She acknowledges that it 
sounds simplistic to remind the church 
to "refocus our vision on Jesus Christ." 
But it is, rather, a profound attempt to 
persuade the church to approach issues 
in a spirit of love and unity as 
Christians all. 

"If our faith is one that looks to 
Christ, that looks at the crucified Christ, 
then we're looking beyond the crucifix- · 

ion to the hope of Easter," she says. 
The moderator is always a lightning 

rod for problems, and Annual 
Conference is made for debating tough 
issues, reflected in the three queries 
and other business items to come 
before the delegates this year. (See 
Annual Conference preview article, 
p. 1 7.) In her travels to six district con -
ferences, numerous other conferences 
and special events, a visit to the new 
mission church in Brazil, and with eight 
district "listening sessions" on the 
schedule for spring, she has gathered 
thoughts and feelings from many 
church members. Along the way she 
has heard from some who feel exclud
ed, and from others concerned for 
those who feel excluded. 

"Most people feel they are a part of the 
body," she says. "They love the church. 
The vast majority feel they are included." 

Conferencegoers may look for some 
new approaches to business from this 
practical peacemaker, who's often 
described as "quiet" but "strong." 

"The way we usually go about deci
sionmaking is just the way we see it 
done in the culture around us, " she 
says. "We all want to win, rather than 
listening, and being in prayer, and 
saying we want to wait. Listening to 
our brothers and sisters may open new 
doors of understanding." Finney says 
she tends to be "eclectic" in the way 
she follo~s Robert's Rules , and she 

likes the way many congregations 
make decisions based on a "sense of 
the meeting." It is a method rarely 
invoked at Annual Conference, espe
cially not when delegates are sharply 
divided . But stay tuned. 

Along with her emphasis on renewing 
the church's acquaintance with Jesus 
through the scriptures, Finney has 
made prayer a theme of her year as 
moderator. Embracing last year's query 
on "A Call to Prayer," she has planned 
a special time for prayer at Annual 
Conference. Earlier this year she invit
ed church members to submit short 
essays on their memorable prayer expe
riences, which generated a large and 
enthusiastic response. Many of the 
prayer stories will be included in next 
month's MESSENGER. 

Who is this moderator who has 
launched this radical program of calling 
the church to Bible study and prayer? 
She's a family person, a pastor, a dis 
trict executive, a member of the Eel 
River Community Church of the 
Brethren, and a born-and -raised 
Brethren. In fact she was born in the 
Church of the Brethren's Bethany 
Hospital in Chicago. 

Her parents, Ammon and Blanche 
(Miller) Wenger-who now live across 
town from the Finneys at Timbercrest 
Home- both had gone to Washington, 
D.C. , in the 1930s to find work. He 
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The Finney family at Christmas 2002, from left; David and Kate Finney, Harriet Finney, Carlos 

and1 Susan Finney Fuentes and their daughters, Tahnee and Audri, and Ron Finney. 

came from a Pennsylvania Brethren 
family of "plain people," she from a 
Virginia Brethren family who no longer 
wore the "garb." They met through the 
Washington City Church of the 
Brethren young adult group and were 
married there, then moved to Chicago 
to attend Bethany seminary. There 
Harriet was born, the first of four chil
dren. [Her sister, Phyllis Davis of 
Warsaw, Ind., is a member of the 
North Winona Church of the Brethren 
and served on the General Board. Her 
brother, John Wenger, a member of the 
Anderson (Ind.) Church of the 
Brethren, serves on the Association of 
Brethren Caregivers board. Another 
brother, Alan, died in 1969.] 

Her father's first pastorate was in 
Union Grove, Ind., where the family 
lived till Harriet was six, moving then 
to Allentown, Pa., an urban area. 
Stories she heard from her parents as a 
child helped her understand deep down 
what it meant to be Brethren. 

"I knew what nonconformity meant 
before I knew the word," she recalls . "I 
knew that it did not mean simply being 
different for difference's sake, or 
because of rules, although there were 
some of those, too. We were to find 
another way of living, and to live our 
faith every day, because we were being 
transformed by Jesus Christ." She was 
baptized at age 11 and received her 
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prayer covering to wear for worship 
services and love feast. 

She also began to learn what diversi
ty means by hearing of the differences 
between the Virginia Brethren on her 
mother's side and the Pennsylvania 
Brethren on her father's. There was, for 
example, the question of how to make 
and eat cornbread. Should it be with 
sugar added to the batter and eaten 
with milk and sugar? Or baked without 
sugar and then eaten with butter and 
honey? In the cornbread dilemma she 
finds a lesson for today: "Our differ
ences sometimes become most prob
lematic over what appears so common 
and ordinary, yet which is basic to life 
together in a family." 

Her father's next pastorate was 
Rossville, Ind., where Harriet attended 
high school. There she met a classmate 
named Ron Finney, and they first dated 
when they were 16. But it wasn't until 
they were sophomores at Manchester 
College that their friendship began to 
blossom. On Aug. 19, 1962, she mar
ried Ron, who 40 years later would ser
enade her with a love song he wrote for 
their anniversary. 

After marriage she taught elementary 
school and their children were born, 

Harriet Finney, with husband, Ron, middle, as 

she takes over from outgoing moderator Paul 

Grout at 2002 Annual Conference in Louisville. 

Susan in 1967 and David in 1969. 
They moved to Colorado for Ron to 
attend graduate school. With some 
other transplanted Brethren, the 
Finneys became involved in the exciting 
work of starting a new congregation. It 
became the Northern Colorado Church 
of the Brethren. 

Then in her mid- to late-30s, blocked 
by an oversupply of teachers from a 
return to the education profession, 
Harriet felt a renewed call to the ministry 
that she had first sensed as a child. (See 
"Harriet hears a call" on next page) In 
1978 she was licensed to the ministry by 
the Northern Colorado church. 
Accepting a call as associate pastor of the 
Plymouth, Ind., congregation, she was 
ordained in 1980 in the chapel of a 
Colorado hospital, where she had gone 
for an emergency appendectomy. 

The Finneys headed back to Indiana. 
After 3 1/ 2 years as associate, she 
became the pastor at Plymouth, serving 
in that role for 9 years. During that time 
she enrolled at Bethany Theological 
Seminary, taking coursework over sev
eral years while continuing to work full 
time. She received her master of divinity 
degree from Bethany in 1987. She was 
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also an active volunteer in Plymouth, 
working in child abuse prevention, with 
the homeless coalition, and with the 
AIDS task force, among others. 

together one shared position and 
became co-district executive ministers of 
the South/ Central Indiana District, 
where they still serve. In September they 
will mark 10 years in that role. 

define their team ministry, and each 
plays to their particular strengths. Ron 
handles stewardship, for example, while 
Harriet works on ministry training, and 
they divide up pastoral placements half 
and half. The team approach opens 
doors. "There have been times when we 
knew a church would not have invited a 
woman to their pulpit," Ron says. "But 

During this period, Ron had been 
working on the Northern Indiana 
District staff. After 30 years of marriage, 
Harriet and Ron decided they wanted to 
work together. In 1993, they accepted 

Working together seems to work for 
the Finneys, who have become models 
for other couples of mutual ministry. 
They worked with the district board to 

Harriet hears a call 
A children s story 

Editor's note: This story, complete with 

numerous pictures, w ill be in the Saturday 

evening children's worship packet at Annual 

Conference. This is the fourth year that 

Congregational Life Teams will provide 

resources for children that reinforce their 

connection to worship and the church. 

by Susan Fuentes 

Instead of setting your sights 
on preaching, why not try a 
career in teaching?" 

study hard; she read her 
Bible and many other 
books on preaching and 
teaching God's word. She 
went to a hospital to learn 
how to care for those who 
were sick or dying. She 
preached some and 
prayed a lot, and after 
several years, the day 

Once there was a little girl 
named Harriet who liked to 
read, play, and dream of 
growing up. 

So Harriet, being an obedi
ent child, let go of her dream 
of being a minister and fin -
ished school and attended col
lege. She made lots of friends 
and married a man. She and 
her new husband both gradu
ated and began their careers 
as teachers. Harriet enjoyed 
teaching children-in fact she 
had two children of her own 
to whom she taught many 
wonderful things- but from 
time to time deep inside her 
heart and head she heard a 
voice that whispered, "God 
calls you to preach." 

came at last for Harriet to Harriet Finney as a child, with her mother. 

She'd imagine she was an 
explorer visiting faraway 
places, or a beautiful dancer 
dressed all in lace, but more 
often than not, Harriet 
thought, I'd like to be a minis 
ter like my father . 

I would preach about God's 
love and visit people when 
they are sick. 

I could share people's joys 
when they are celebrating and 
comfort them when they are sad. 

I would pray with people 
and stay to listen when they 
need a friend. 

All of this was Harriet's dream 
and it really made her glad. 

One day she told some peo
ple her very special dream. 

She said, "A minister is 
what I want to be." 

But they shook their heads 
with a little smile and said in a 
grownup way, "That's nice, 
my dear, but women are more 
often called to teach, and 
cook, and serve the tea. 

Harriet wondered about the 
voice, but for the most part 
she ignored it, until one day 
out of the blue, instead of 
whispering it yelled out, "God 
wants you to preach! God calls 
you to be a minister!" Well 
Harriet no longer could ignore 
this voice that c9lled her, so 
she started to tell people once 
again, ''A minister is what I 
want to be." Many years had 
passed and many things had 
changed and this time she did 
not hear, "That's nice, my 
dear, but women are more 
often called to teach, and cook 
and serve the tea." 

And so Harriet began to 

be ordained as a minister. 
People were coming 

from near and far to witness 
the moment when Harriet 
would be given the blessing to 
minister in the church. On 
this very special day, as people 
arrived and looked about, 
some questions could be 
heard. "Where's Harriet?" 
"What would keep her on this 
exciting day?" The answer 
then came as a shock and sur
prise to all who were listening 
there, "She's in the hospital," 
someone said, "They took her 
appendix out." 

And so it was in a hospital 
chapel that Harriet's dream 
came true. Five ministers laid 
their hands on her as she sat in 
her wheelchair, and when they 
had prayed, they said to her 
with voices loud and clear, 
"Sister Harriet, go now and 
preach about God's love, visit 
the sick, comfort the dying, 
and be a friend to all. God has 

called you to do great work. 
You are a minister." 

Harriet loved doing the work 
of Christ's church. She met 
many people and made many 
friends from places all around 
the world. Harriet knew that 
God made each person special 
and had a special call for 
everyone. As the years passed, 
Harriet continued to listen for 
God's voice in her life, and 
was called to become modera -
tor of the Church of the 
Brethren Annual Conference. 

And as the years '::"ent by 
Harriet smiled when another 
little girl dreamed a dream 
and said, "Grandma I want to 
grow up to be just like you. 
Some day I would like to be 
moderator, too." 

Susan Fuentes, daughter of Harriet Finney, 

is a nursery school teacher and Christian 

education leader at Manchester Church of 
the Brethren, North Manchester, Ind. 

Messenger May 2003 

■ 



Bui/din relationshi s. 
Advancing your mission. 
Supporting denominationally related nonprofit organizations 

with advancement consultation services, including: 

Strategic visioning 

Fund raising 

Campaigns 

Constituency relations 

Communications 

Jerry 5. Kennell, Richard L. Gerig, J. Daniel Hess, 
MPA, Principal M.Ed., Principal Ph.D., Associate 

3816 La Mesa Drive 
Fort Collins, CO 80524-9529 
866-777-1606 toll free 
info@advanassociates.com 
www.advanassociates.com 

AD VAN CEMENT Associates 

If you should die, will you let the 
government determine their future? 
If you don't have a w ill written , yo ur s t ate g o vernment w ill m a ke es t at e decisions for you . 

Likely, it will be less than perfect fo r your situation , leaving your family wi th the added grie f of trying to 

resolve many issues. If you are single, married, own property, or a parent of young ch il dren, you need to 

have an up-to-date will. This is simply an act of good stewardship and love for your family and friends. 

If you have questions regardi ng w ills or ot her est ate pl'anning issues, contact 
a qualified attorney or call the Church of t he Brethren Fu nding Office at 540-289-7338. _JL 

"'YOu have been faithful with a few things" Matthew 25:2 Stewa1'. ship is an act ef jait BJ 
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they invited the district executives, and Harriet 
was the one to preach, and it was okay." 

Because the two share one job, it opens up the 
opportunity for them to add another shared job, 
which the church has called on them to do. From 
1993 to 1996 they shared a half-time General 
Board position in family ministries, then from 
1997 to 2000 they shared the job of coordinator of 
the Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership. 

They still find time to be a close-knit family, 
delighting in their grandchildren Audri, 7 1/2, 
and Tahnee, 4 1/2, who live in North 
Manchester with their parents, Susan and Carlos 
Fuentes . Ron and Harriet's son, David, and his 
wife, Kate, live in nearby Plymouth, Ind. 
Harriet's parents, the Wengers, live at the 
Timbercrest Home in North Manchester, as does 
Ron's father, Harold. 

The Finneys' full careers of service to the church 
weren't plotted or planned, but seemd to flow out of 
obedience to successive calls. "It's surprising to me 
where we find ourselves and what we find ourselves 
called to do," says Ron. Not long after the Brethren 
Academy position ended, Harriet was called as mod
erator-elect, so Ron is handling most of the district 
responsibilities now. 

What comes next after her moderator year ends 
at the close of Annual Conference? "We haven't 
really had a chance to test out having one full
time position," Harriet says. ''A change of pace 
would be nice." But with the Finneys there is 
always a strong possibility that a slower pace will 
be interrupted by another call. 

Meanwhile, there is work for the moderator to do 
in sharing her vision for the church. 

"I have a feeling of hope because I see people 
struggling with the reality of what' s happening in 
the church today," Harriet says. "I heard people 
thinking about ways to move beyond where we 
are, because they care about the Church of the 
Brethren as a wider community. Most people 
want us to be one body. If we can stop trying to 
shape the church in our own image, the way we 
want it to be, and let the Holy Spirit change the 
church, we will be fine ." 

In her work in Mexico, in Brazil, and in 
Indiana, she finds people eager to hear the 
Christian message from the Brethren point of 
view. "There's a hungering for our message of 
service and peacemaking in the world, but with a 
spiritual base," she says. "When we lose our 
focus on Christ, whatever acts of compassion or 
service we do, it's easy for apathy or fatigue to 
set in. We must be clear about our motivation. 

"We must do our work in Jesus's name." li! 

Fletcher Farrar is editor of M ESSENGER. 
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Oh Boise! 
Annual Conference heads to the 

Gem State for the first time in 66 years 

Having the Church of the Brethren Annual 
Conference come to town isn't small 
potatoes for the city of Boise. While 
Brethren are accustomed to being at the 
low end of the size scale, the local 
Convention and Visitors' Bureau says this 
wi ll be among the largest conferences 
fast-growing Boise has ever hosted. 

"They have rolled out the red carpet," 
says Annual Conference executive direc
tor Lerry Fogle, w ho is overseeing his first 
Conference. "They real ly want to do a 
good job for us." 

Fogle says that lower-cost housing and 
the ready availability of food on campus 
wi ll be among the perks of the site . An 
outdoor food court wi ll be set up under a 
large tent on the university lawn. 

While attendance for the July 5-9 gather
ing is expected to be down as Conference 
heads west (estimated around 3,000), it's 
still a virtual guarantee the number of 
Conference participants w ill exceed the 
number of Idaho Brethren. Idaho District is 
the denomination's smallest, w ith just six 
congregations and about 700 members. 

Conference has been in Idaho on ly one 
previous time-in the flatter farm lands of 

by Walt Wiltschek 

nearby Nampa (which two Church of the 
Brethren congregations cal l home today) 
in June 1937. The area Brethren are 
happy to see Conference return. 

"We have not been this excited in my 
memory of being in Idaho District," sa id 
Mountain View Church of the Brethren 
pastor David McKell ip, who was born in 
Idaho and later returned after being away. 
" It's a neat thing. We're really excited 
about having the Conference come." 

This year's host city, by the way, is pro
nounced "BOl-see," with a soft "s" 
rather than a "z" sound. If you forget, the 
locals might gently remind you. These are 
fr iendly folk, though, and they w ill also 
help visiting Brethren feel at home. 

The " Idaho Spud" candy bar may be 
the delicacy of choice, and, yes, the 
license plates do say "Famous Potatoes," 
but ice cr~am is read ily available, too. 
McKellip notes that a sma ll drive-in just 
across the street from Boise State 
University, where Conference wil l take 
place, has the best dipped ice cream bars 
in the country, in his opinion. 

Here's what else to expect as Annual 
Conference travels to the Gem State : 

Boise is the state's largest city and its seat of 

government. The State Capitol's dome is among 

the features dominating the skyline. 

Theme: Moderator Harriet Finney of 
North Manchester, Ind., developed "In 
Jesus' Name" as the theme for this 
year's Conference. Finney says the idea 
arose out of her experience at the denom
ination's 2002 Cross-Cultural Ministries 
Consultation, w hen she heard people 
praying in a variety of unfamiliar lan
guages but cou ld always pick out the 
name "Jesus" in their prayers. 

"What unites us w hen we sound and 
look and act so differently from one 
another? We are united in Jesus' name," 
Finney wrote in a letter to the denomina
tion this past fall. She notes that this is 
not "an easy unity," however, or one that 
means ignoring differences. 

A subtext to the theme this year is the 
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"Call to Prayer" adopted by last year's 
delegates. Finney has placed an emphasis 
on the prayer focus, asking pastors, con
gregations, and agencies to make it a pri
ority. An all-Conference "Hour of Prayer" 
wil l take place Sunday morning before 
worship. 

Business: In many ways, that which was 
old is new again for this year's dele
gates. Seven items were on the agenda 
as of early April, most carrying echoes 
from 2002. 

Two of the items are officially "unfin
ished business": Reports are due back 
from the committee charged with fostering 
conversation about the denomination's 
name and from those studying the "duties 
and relationship of moderators to the 
Church of the Brethren organizational struc
ture." An evening forum w ill be held for 
discussion on the denomination's name. 

Among new business, one piece-the 
General Board recommendation on India 
relationships (with the Church of North 
India and Brethren groups w ho have sep
arated from CNl)-was actually on the 
2002 agenda before it was tabled as time 
ran out in Louisville. The General Board 
requested it be taken off the table this 
year for delegates' cons ideration. This 
piece will also be discussed at an 
evening forum. 

Two other items relate to last year's 
Conference decision not to "recognize 
the licensing or ordination" of anyone 
"engaging in homosexual practices." 

A query, from Michigan District, specifi
cally asks for "Clarification of Confusion" 
over the 2002 action. It says the Annual 
Conference response was "unclear, 
appears to contradict current polity, and 
causes confusion" in several areas. 

South/Central Indiana District sent a 
"Query on Congregational Disagreement 
with Annual Conference Decisions" after a 
year of tension with the district's 
Manchester Church of the Brethren, which 
approved performing same-sex covenant 
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services. Dialog continues within the dis
trict, which asks "how congregations can 
disagree with congregations, yet remain, 
as much as possible, in unbroken fellow
ship with their sister congregations." 

Rather than a "Call to Prayer," dele
gates this year are presented w ith a "Call 
for a Living Peace Church." The call, com
ing jointly from On Earth Peace and the 
General Board, seeks "an active Christian 
peace witness " in the church, especia lly 
through the Decade to Overcome 
Violence. Like the Call to Prayer, it sug
gests several steps for follow-up action in 
coming years. 

The final new business item, a query on 
"The Person and Redemptive Work of 
Jesus Christ," comes from Southern Ohio 
District. It asks for "a clear theological 
statement" that wou ld define the 
church's position on th is subject and clari
fy earlier decisions and actions. 

Schedule: Conference will generally flow 
in a similar manner to recent years since 
the Saturday-to-Wednesday format began 
in 2000. 

Following the usual array of pre
Conference meetings, three dinner 
events w ill be held Saturday even ing this 
year, w ith the International Welcome 
Dinner, Association of Brethren 
Caregivers recognition dinner, and the 
Cross-Cultural Dinner all slated for that 
time period. 

A slew of insight sessions, Bible studies, 
age-group activities, and other meal events 
fill much of the remaining schedule outside 
of major worship and business times. 

Meal event speakers include Somerset 
mine disaster survivor John Unger and his 
w ife, Sue, at the MESSENGER dinner on 
Sunday evening; Walk Across America 
wanderer Don Vermi lyea-making a spe
cial side trip to Boise-at the Un
Luncheon; writer Timothy Jones at the 
Congregational Life Ministries dinner; and 
numerous Brethren leaders. Iraqi 
Archbishop Avak Asadourian, originally 
scheduled to speak at the Global 
Ministries Dinner, had to cancel due to 
developments in Iraq. 

Worship: Five all-Conference worship 
services will aga in bring a spiritual focus 
to the week. Finney will speak at 
Saturday evening's opening service, w ith 
moderator-elect Chris Bowman serving as 
worship leader. Sunday morning w ill begin 
with another worship service, w ith Steve 
Reid-recently appointed as Bethany 
Theological Seminary's new academic 
dean-bringing the message. 

Other preachers are Bethany professor 
Dan Ulrich Monday evening; Bonnie Kline 
Smeltzer, pastor of University Baptist
Brethren Church, State College, Pa. , on 
Tuesday; and Larry Dentler, pastor of 
Bermudian Church of the Brethren, East 

Boise State University sports teams call The 

Pavilion arena home during the school year, 

but this summer it will host Church of the 

Brethren Annual Conference worship and 

business sessions. 
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Berlin, Pa., Wednesday morning . 
Shaw n Kirchner of La Verne, Calif., will 

serve as music coordinator, and Pat 
Koehler of Nyssa, Ore ., as choir director. 
Annual Conference Program and 
Arrangements Committee member 
Andrew Wright is serving as worship 
coordinator this year. 

Setting: Boise is an oasis of green amid 
the high desert that surrounds it. The 
wind ing Boise River allows the city to 
hold its rightly ea rned nickname, "City 
of Trees." 

The skyscrapers of downtown Boise are visible from the arboretum of Julia Davis Park, which 

lies just across the river from the Boise Sta te University campus. 

Wooded Julia Davis Park, which also 
contains Zoo Boise, lies just across the 
river from Boise State University's cam
pus . A pedestrian bridge connects the 
park to the university, and a portion of the 
riverside Greenbelt trail runs th rough the 
campus. McKellip notes that Idaho, 
including the Boise area, abounds with 
outdoor activities. 

the campus and the mountains in the dis
tance, vis ible to the north and east of the 
city. A brightly lighted cross on one of 
those mountains w ill serve as another 
reminder of Christ's presence. 

time Annual Conference wi ll have been 
held on a university campus since 
Carbondale, Ill., in 1984. 

The un iversi ty campus, best known for 
the blue turf in its Bronco Stadium, is also 
tree-filled and attractive. A raised, outdoor 
amph itheater provides a scenic view of 

On campus, all worship and business 
sessions wi ll be held in The Pavi lion, the 
university's main arena. Most smaller 
meetings and other events, such as 
insight sessions, will take place in the 
nearby Student Union Building. Exhibits 
wil l be set up in The Pavilion's Auxiliary 
Gym and in the Bronco Gym of the adja
cent Kinesiology Bui lding. This is the first 

Fogle says the various buildings are in 
"a tight cluster" that wi ll minimize the 
amount of walking needed, less than in 
some larger convention centers. For 
accommodat ions, some residence halls 
are very close to The Pavilion, and most 
other lodging options are nearby, with 
free shuttle service. llJ 

Walt Wil tschek is director of news services for the 

Church of the Brethren General Board. 

Boise at 
a glance 

Population: 190,720 in 2001 
(the largest city in Idaho), up 
nearly 50 percent from 1990. 
Metro area is more than 
450,000. 

History: City founded in 
1863. Name comes from the 
French word "boise," mean
ing "wooded." 

Geography: As its named 
wou ld indicate, Boise is 
located in the w ooded Boi se 

River va ll ey amid high 
desert. It's nickname is th e 
"City of Trees." Mountains 
surround the city to the 
north and east. 

Time zone: Mountain 
Daylight Time 

Primary airport: Boise Air 
Terminal, located about four 
miles south of the city. Most 
major airlines serve the city, 
though direct f lights outs ide 
the western states are limit
ed . Th e airport is undergoing 
a significant construction 
project. 

Average high temperature 
in July: 90 degrees. The area 
receives only about 
12 inches of precipitation 
per year. 

Main attractions: Boise Art 
Museum, Boise River Tours, 
Boise Tour Train, Discovery 
Center of Idaho science muse
um, Idaho State Capitol, Anne 
Frank Human Rights Memorial, 
Idaho Botanical Garden, 
Morrison-Knudsen Nature 
Center, Roaring Springs Water 
Park, Sports Humanitarian Hall 
of Fame, World Center Birds of 
Prey, Zoo Boise. 

Major newspaper: 
The Idaho Statesman 

Major sports teams: 
Boise has no major-league 
sports teams, but the 
Class A Boise Hawks 
play baseball at Memorial 
Stadium. Boise State 
University sports teams 
are also popular. 

Closest Church of the 
Brethren congregations: 
There are six congregations 
in Idaho, all in the southern 
part. The Mountain View 
congregation is in Boise. 
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Two growing 
churches in Idaho 

Changing, growing, trying new things 
Mountain View Church of the Brethren 

by Rae Casey and Shelle Meachum 

In the small town of Boise, Idaho, there is a church 
with big things happening. Forty percent of those 
attending the worship service are new members, the 
constitution has been set aside for a year to give new 
ways a try, and the board is made up of a great mix 
of the elders of the church and new members who 
have a strong calling to contribute. The congrega
tion itself has significant diversity, which is not read
ily evident in the surrounding community. It is the 
mix of all of these things that makes the Mountain 
View Church of the Brethren an exciting and wel
coming place for all who cross its threshold. 

Over the past two years the congregation has 
grown by more than 20 percent. The congregation 
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acknowledges pastor David McKellip for recruiting 
new members through much of his community work. 
David is no stranger to those involved in local peace 
efforts, to business owners, and to the community 
outreach centers where he offers his help. Our pastor 
has a way of reaching people in his everyday walk 
through the community of Boise. The diversity within 
the congregation is a testament to Pastor David's 
ability to get folks through the door, but it is the 
church's members who embrace people and encour
age them to find fellowship at Mountain View. 

Within the Mountain View congregation members 
can meet people who come from around the globe, 
from as far away as China. Various socio-economic 
backgrounds are represented by a broad spectrum of 
worshipers who range from the homeless to 
employed professionals. There are membei::_s just 
beginning their adult lives to those who want to 
share the lessons they've learned from life and time. 
There is something for everyone at Mountain View. 

This past year Mountain View recognized the 
need for restructuring. Many individuals lead very 
busy lives and serving on a commission for one to 
three years is a hefty commitment. So, Mountain 
View suspended its constitution this year and is 
operating with an executive board. Volunteers are 
sought on an "as-needed" basis to assist. This allows 

- continued 
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Soon, a few thousand Brethren will be descending upon Boise, Idaho, for Annual 
Conference. For many, this might be their first trip to a very diverse state. Located in 
high desert, the area surrounding Boise is filled with farming, dairies, and light indus
try. Also in the Boise area are two congregations that are fruitful in sharing the Gospel. 

The Mountain View and Nampa churches have been growing steadily over the 
past few years. They have marvelous stories to tell as they each reach out to their 
communities in unique ways. - Jeff Glass, Congregational Li fe Team coordinator, Area 5 

The church on the edge of town 
Nampa Church of the Brethren 

by Steve Janzen 

If you stepped into Nampa's Church of the 
Brethren after an 11-year sabbatical, you might at 
first wonder if you were in the right place. Since 
your last visit, the 103 -year-old congregation has 
changed the voice at the pulpit, built a new build 
ing, and filled the pews with a lot of new faces. 
The congregation's mission hasn't changed dra
matically, but the changes in the church's body 
and methods are significant. 

Pastor Jim Hardenbrook remembers services from 
the beginning of his work here: "There were a lot of 
times when there was no children's story because 
there were no children." The church averaged 82 
worshipers every Sunday in those days. Nine years 
later, attendance has more than doubled. Nearly 
200 worshipers regularly fill the pews, and happy 
preschoolers flock to hear a new story each Sunday. 
For nearly four years, the church has been holding 
two services. But Jim stresses that the early service 
has less to do with capacity issues than it does with 
providing a more convenient meeting time for some 
worshipers. 

Jim attributes the church's rapid growth to three 
factors: the rising population of Nampa, the wel
coming attitude of longtime members, and a deep 
spiritual hunger in the community. 

Longtime member and board moderator Marilyn 
Blickenstaff says some credit also belongs to the 

children's ministry-an effort spearheaded by Jim's 
wife, Pam. A dedicated volunteer staff provides a 
children's church and nursery during the service, as 
well as Sunday school classes for K-12 before wor
ship starts. Parents appreciate the opportunity to 
focus on the service without distractions. Recently 
the Natural Church Development survey ranked 
worship as the congregation's strongest characteris 
tic. "I think that's accurate," says Jim. "Our wor
ship services tend to be what connects us." 

Marilyn also cites another reason for the congre
gation's added membership: Pastor Hardenbrook 
himself. "He's really why the church has grown in 

-continued 
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Mountain View pastor David McKellip, right, with Don 

Vermilyea, making a winter stop in Idaho during his Walk 

Across America. 

-Mountain View church, continued 

for individuals to commit to an event, rather than to 
all events for the year. Through this approach the 
church has been able to harvest the energy and pas
sions of individuals who are called to serve. Each 
event takes on the flavor of those involved, which is 
a delight to all. 

The board meetings are less structured and pro
vide a place for its members to come together to 
brainstorm, share, laugh, and conduct the business 
of the church. 

Mountain View is a balance of tradition with the 
needs of today. For those who seek a traditional 
Sunday service, the morning worship service is 
geared toward what many Brethren have come to 
~xpect. On Sunday evenings a contemporary service 
ts held. Sunday evenings one could find all these: a 
prayer circle, Bible study, young folks sharing at the 
pulpit, witnessing, and Christian rock bands filling 
the sanctuary with sounds of worship. 

Over the years the Mountain View church has 
built its building up around the congregation. This 
past year volunteers finished the upstairs addition 
which provides a home for the youth recreation c;n
ter, Su_nday school classes, a local theatre company, 
and Fnday game night. Any night of the week you 
can wind your way through the halls and rooms of 
Mountain View and find another congregation or 
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Within the Mountain View 

congregation members can 

meet people who come from 

around the globe. 

community group using the building for fellowship. 
Recently the congregation participated in a spiri

tual gifts workshop, conducted by Congregational 
Life Team member Jeff Glass. At the center of the 
workshop was the spiritual gifts inventory, a tool 
that allowed participants to identify the gifts given to 
them by God. By understanding the gifts God has 
provided, congregants learned more about them
selves and how God works in their lives and the lives 
of their fellow Christians . Jeff challenged members 
to think about how they might use the gifts God has 
provided to serve their church and their community. 
As the workshop concluded, participants lit candles 
and acknowledged their gifts by standing in a circle 
and raising their candles as their gifts were read. 
This helped participants be more appreciative of the 
blessings of their gifts and the gifts of others. 

About 20 percent of the congregation, including 
board members and new church members, attended 
the first workshop . The next steps for the partici
pants will be to work with a counselor within the 
church to discover ways in which they might serve 
the Lord. More workshops will be held in the future 
taught by our leaders. 

This ministry is a stepping off point for those at 
Mountain View who are searching for a way to con
tribute and just need some help to discover where. 

The Mountain View Church of the Brethren is 
striving to find ways to demonstrate God's love to 
all. By working together and being open to new 
approaches, the congregation has developed a strong 
sense of commitment to serving God in ways previ
ously never considered. li! 

Shelle Meacham and Rae Casey are both project managers for Hewlett 

Packard and teach business and Christian Life and Thought courses at 

George Fox University. Shelle is the moderator of the congregat ion and 

Rae is director of Spiritual Gifts Ministry. 



Pastor Jim Hardenbrook of the Nampa Ch urch of the Brethren 

-Nampa church, continued 

the last few years ." She says Jim's dynamic preach
ing and powerful speaking voice, coupled with his 
ability to genuinely connect with people in one-on
one conversations have helped turn many casual vis
itors into regulars. His messages have enough of 
everyday life woven into them to make them easy for 
his audience to listen and relate to. But it' s not 
uncommon for him to punctuate points with deeply 
researched theology or travel experiences from the 
other side of the world. 

Jim sometimes ends services with gentle altar calls 
to those who would like recommit their lives or to 
simply know Jesus better. 

Few in the Nampa congregation were born and 
raised here, and nearly all of the new attendees had 
no previous acquaintance with the Church of the 
Brethren. Pastor Hardenbrook himself can be 
counted among this number; he was ordained by 
the Christian Church and spent 20 years preaching 
in Disciples of Christ churches. Internalizing the 
breadth of Brethren history and theology was a 
huge learning curve, says Jim, a process that he 
still works on. 

Church leaders are aware of the sources of their 
new growth and seek ways to reach out to those who 
are new to the Church of the Brethren. Marilyn 
states that the board has had many discussions about 
how to include people in the fellowship. Also, the 
church has held classes to help introduce outsiders to 
the denomination. Maintaining the church's Brethren 
identity is a big task. Jim says he ranks that as one of 
his highest priorities as a pastor, second only to 
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Nampa, the fast-growing 
small town 

With more than 50,000 resi
dents, Nampa ranks as Idaho's 
second-largest city-second 
only to the nearby capital, 
Boise. The city's population 
has nearly doubled in the last 
decade, and city planners have 
a difficult job to keep ahead of 
the growth. Many of the 
city' s residents commute to 
Boise, evidenced by the heavy 
traffic on Interstate 84 during 
rush hours. 

Nearly one fifth of the coun -
ty's population is Hispanic, 
due in large part to the steady 
influx of immigrant workers 
who help farm the area's 
labor -intensive crops. Hispanic 
influence is most readily seen 
in the area's many ethnic 
restaurants and groceries as 
well as local festivals. 

Canyon County is one of the 
top-producing agricultural 
counties in the nation, but the 
crops grown here may not look 
familiar to Midwestern farmers. 
The area's fertile fields yield 
mint, onions, and sugar beets 
as well as carrots, peas, and 
alfalfa for seed. And yes, some 
potatoes. The level fields sur
rounding Nampa give way to 
bluffs and rolling hills to the 
southwest that are home to 
acres of orchards and a handful 
of vineyards. 

But area farmers have a few 
advantages over their counter-

introducing people to Jesus. 

parts to the east. Farming here 
is made possible by miles of 
trenches that carry water 
throughout the summer. With 
just 12 inches of rainfall a 
year, much of the Treasure 
Valley would be desert without 
this irrigation. 

The valley is bordered by 
mountains to both the north 
and south, and the Owyhee and 
Boise ranges are welcoming 
retreats for all manner of out
door enthusiasts. Steeply rising 
nearly 7,000 feet above the val
ley's floor, the mountains offer 
snowcapped views well through 
March. It is possible, on some 
days in early spring, to find 
weather good for both snow 
skiing and golfing separated by 
a mere hour's drive. 

The mighty Snake River 
carves the southern border of 
the county as it makes its way 
to Oregon and the Pacific, and 
the sprawling reservoir Lake 
Lowell-just west of Nampa
is a popular boating destination. 

Despite all of the recent 
growth, says longtime resident 
Marilyn Blickenstaff, Nampa 
has managed to keep most of 
its small- town atmosphere 
intact. She recommends that 
visitors soak in the sky and 
wide open spaces and take 
some time to appreciate the vast 
diversity that Idaho's landscape 
has to off er .- Steve Janzen 

The church building sits at the corner of 
Orchard and Middleton roads in the northwest 
corner of the city. The congregation moved there 
in 1995 after outgrowing its aging downtown 
building. The congregation's concerted efforts
including donated land and labor-allowed it to 
move in without the burden of a mortgage. But 
Marilyn says it was still difficult to leave their for-

-continued 
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-Nampa church, continued 

mer home. It helped to see the old building being 
put to good use; it now houses a Hispanic 
Seventh-Day Adventist congregation. 

The church sits at the cusp between urban and 
rural, where the houses of Nampa quickly give 
way to sprawling farm fields. Jim remembers a 
time when the drive towards the city on Orchard 
meant passing by three farms. There are none 
there now; they've all been replaced by apart
ments and houses as Nampa's boundaries march 
ever outward . 

And the city's planners don't expect that to stop. 
Middleton Road was reopened this winter after a 
massive project to install city water and sewer lines 
that will serve an additional 10,000 homes. Jim 
expects the coming development to spur many con -
versations about programs, facilities, and church 
personality. But he acknowledges that the congre
gation is not yet sure what that sort of growth will 
mean for them. 

It may mean the church's demographics will 
begin to shift away from the 60-plus age group 
that makes up the bulk of the membership now. It 
will likely bring more growth similar to that of 
recent years: people new to the denomination who 
are seeking a church that illustrates Christ's love 

and acceptance. 
Skyler Cobb was looking for just such a church 

home when he came to us six years ago. He placed 
a high priority on "loving and accepting people 
where they are" and had visited a dozen area 
churches before settling here. He says he was 
encouraged and drawn in by the openness of the 
congregation. 

Since then, he and his wife have become heavily 
involved with the church's youth and children. 
There is hardly a Sunday now, says Skyler, "when 
we're not doing two or three different things ." 

A religion major from a Nazarene background, 
Skyler had a lot of questions about the Church of 
the Brethren. He says Jim has been very good about 
explaining the details of the faith and "bringing 
everybody up to a comfort level." Jim makes a fit
ting mentor for such attendees because he can 
identify with people who "find something wonder
ful" in the Church of the Brethren. "Being a disciple 
of Christ is the greatest privilege," he says, "The 
Church of the Brethren has a wonderful contribu
tion to make to that." ll! 
Steve Janzen, a member of the Nampa congregation, has w orked for the 

Idaho Press Tribune. Currently he 's a technical w riter for Hewlett 

Packard in Boise. 

Miner Miracle 
Rescued to share 
their faith 

Messenger May 2003 

John Unger was one of the nine 
Pennsylvania coal miners trapped 

underground for thre e days last July w hi le 

his wife, Sue, provided a vo ice of sereni ty 

to worried fa milies and friends. After the 

dramatic rescue, carried live on TV, they 

have met with President Bush, been .the 
subject of a TV movie and guests on the 

Oprah show , and have told the ir story 

in a bestselling book. Members of the Maple 

Spring Chu rch of the Brethren and featured 

in the November Messenger, t hey come to 

Conference to share thei r story of gratitude 

for answered prayer. 

MESSENGER 
Your family. Your church. Your faith. 



Nigeria sabbaticals 
transform pastors 

The Rev. Toma Ragnjiya, left, relaxes on his porch at EYN Headquarters near Mubi with Chris Bowman before they 

toured a number of Nigerian cities last summer. 

by Janis Pyle 

Two Church of the Brethren pastors attest that internation -
al pastoral exchange/ sabbatical experiences can be life 
turning points. 

Chris Bowman, pastor of Martinsburg (Pa.) Memorial 
Church (and moderator-elect of Annual Conference), and 
John Braun, pastor of Olympic View Community Church, 
Seattle, both spent at least a month in Nigeria in 2002. 
Their time in Nigeria was filled with personal and profes
sional growth, even as they offered their gifts in service to 
the Nigerian church. 

Bowman, who took his entire family, remembers a story of 
personal transformation that began right after their plane 
touched down in Abuja, the capital of Nigeria. He recounts: 
"On the way to Jos, we stopped at a restaurant for a meal. 
The building was dirty. The salt shakers were rusted shut. 
The bathrooms were indescribable. We passed our anti -bac
terial soap to every member of the Bowman family. We care-

fully wiped out the glasses-nervous that some floating 
microbes would make us sick. The service was slow and the 
ostriches in the courtyard seemed small consolation as we 
cautiously picked at the unusual cuisine. 

"Five weeks later, on the way back to the airport from 
Jos, we stopped at a restaurant. The building was nice! The 
table was clean. There were salt and pepper shakers on the 
table. There were even indoor bathrooms. The service was 
good and the food was great! Funny thing was, this was the· 
same place we stopped at on the way in. It had not 
changed; we had ." 

A childhood revisited 

Bowman carefully planned for several years to give his wife, 
Sherry, and twin children, Melissa and Jacob, now 12, an 
international experience. With the blessing and financial sup
port of his congregation, he was able to be away from August 
through October, 2002, including five weeks in Nigeria. 
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"It was thrilling for me just to have had a brief 

exposure to the dynamics of change in Nigeria. 
God is mysteriously wonderful. I must go back. II -John Braun 

The Bowman family shared their last restaurant meal together in Nigeria in the New 

Keffi Hotel in Keffi. Clockwise, from top: Janet Tubbs, mission co-coordinator in 

Nigeria, and Chris, Jacob, Sherry, and Melissa Bowman. 

And he was not disappointed. He reconnected 
with Hillcrest School, where he attended first grade 
when his parents served as missionaries in Nigeria. 
Hillcrest is a boarding school in J os which was 
begun by our denomination in 194 2 for children of 
missionaries. He was heartened when a housepar
ent at the school, citing emphasis on strong family 
and community loyalties, said that more Brethren 
than any other denomination come back to visit. 
He was even introduced to a student named 
Bowman, a Nigerian student at Kulp Bible College, 
whose father named him after an American mis
sionary he met in the 1960s. 

Chris Bowman's primarily personal trip took on 
another dimension because he was elected modera
tor-elect of Annual Conference in July 2002, right 
before his trip. Thus he was drawn deeply into the 
larger scene of Nigeria's issues. The country is 
plagued with political corruption, personal greed, 
restless unemployment, tribal jealousies, and reli
giously motivated killing and torching of property. 
In his new role he was asked to preach or bring 
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L greetings at six EYN (Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a 
~ Nigeria-Church of the Brethren in Nigeria) 
~ churches and a school. 
g 

Encountering Nigerian culture 

Braun was invited from the start to spend his sab
batical assisting with the formation of a "Vision 
2010" statement for the EYN church. "Through a 
strong invitation from the Nigerian church leader
ship and a gracious sabbatical allowed by my con
gregation, I was baptized into Nigeria," he said. 
Braun's purpose was to explore future networking 
possibilities between EYN business leaders, many of 
whom were educated in Brethren schools, and 
Christian business groups in the United States. 

February and March 2002 were the months for 
his exchange. He had met Toma Ragnjiya, EYN 
president, during a workcamp in June 2000. 
"Through this gifted leader, I began to see how 
important the EYN mission is to God's healing 
work in Nigeria," he said. "Most of my time was 
spent at Headquarters and Kulp Bible College (both 
near Mubi) learning from and exploring possibili
ties with staff and teachers, traveling to churches 
and district and regional meetings, and attending 
local family and cultural events. 

"Rev. Toma connected me with EYN lay people 
in the professions and government leadership. I was 
also sent to look up business people scattered 
through several cities. On return to Headquarters, I 
was asked: 'What are the people thinking? What 
are their concerns? What do they say about the 
church and its leadership? How can they play a 
greater role in the mission of the church?'" · 

The Rev. Toma reported that Braun's contacts 
stimulated a new connection with these groups, 
who will now bring greater leadership to the 
Nigerian church. 

Right relationships 

Braun and Bowman agreed that the relationship 
between the US Church of the Brethren and EYN 
has matured into a more equal one. Braun said: 



At the Kaduna EYN Church, John Braun, fourth from left, became friends with parishioners. John Tubbs, 

co-coordinator of missions in Nigeria, left, and the Rev. Matthew Abdula hi, pastor of the Kano EYN Church, second 

from left, accompanied Braun on his pastoral exchange visits. 

"Ours is a global partnership now. We are doing 
missions. They are doing missions, for example, to 
Cameroon. It is no longer true that they are our 
mission field." 

Bowman said: "EYN no longer needs American 
missionaries to bring them the gospel. No longer 
parent and child, we are partners . Nowadays, the 
connection is more one of gemeinschaft-a family 
of faith on a mutual journey." 

'Was it good?' 

When members of his congregation asked 
Bowman if the time off was good, he replied. "The 
'goodness ' came most forcefully when we stopped 
being afraid to touch the dust- and sore-covered 
children and began to love them as our brothers 
and sisters." 

His entire family wants to go back. His children, 
he said, were impressed with Brethren Volunteer 
Service/ Global Mission Partnerships worker 
Rebekah Helsel at the EYN Comprehensive 
Secondary School. He said: "They have been ask-

ing: 'When can we sign up for BYS? "' 
Braun said: "It was thrilling for me just to have 

had a brief exposure to the dynamics of change in 
Nigeria, both cosmic and personal at the same time. 
God is mysteriously wonderful. I must go back." 

Setting up sabbaticals 

Both pastoral exchanges were coordinated through 
the Global Mission Partnerships office; expenses 
were shared among the office, participants, and 
congregations . "Congregations benefit from the 
enlarged understanding and spiritual renewal of a 
pastor who has taken a sabbatical among our 
churches in other lands," emphasizes Merv 
Keeney, executive director of Global Mission 
Partnerships . He adds, "Both the Nigerian church 
and the US church are strengthened through these 
exchange experiences." ll! 

Janis Pyle is coordinator for mission connect ions, Global Mission 
Partnerships, for the General Board. Ca ll her at 800-323-8039 ext. 227 if 
you are interested in exploring an international sabbatical or pastoral 
exchange experience. 
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Speak. Listen. Sing . Pray. Learn. Teach. 

M8Yj8 yo(Jy r'rliSSio'("\ 

Start peace. Erase injustice. 

W if!, Gocj>S r'rliSSio'("\ 
Begin a conversation that crisscrosses cultures. 

Live and share your Christian values. 

Be inspired in scholarship and discipleship. 

We 'll help you discover your strengths, 

use your gifts and make your point in the world. 

Expect professors who 
expect a lot from you! 

Admission office 
800 -348 -7422 
admissions@goshen.edu 
www.goshen.edu 

DISCOVER THE WORLD ON A 

TOURMAGINATION TOUR 

2003 TOURS 
In the FOOTSTEPS of the APOSTLE PAUL (May 30 · June 15) 

EUROPEAN HERITAGE (June 9-25) 

ALASKA CRU ISE TOUR (June 11-23) 

CHINA (June 15 - July l) 

MAJESTIC CANADIAN ROCKIES (Ju ly 7-20) 

EUROPEAN TOUR for GRANDPARENTS 
and GRANDCHILDREN (July 15-22) 

SMALL TOWN THEATRES and COUNTRY GARDENS 
(July 29 - August 4) 

MENNONITE WORLD CONFERENCE (August - 6 Tours) 

FALL FOLIAGE TOUR in NEW ENGLAND 
(October 7-13) 

GERMANY and SWITZERLAND (October 9-23) 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE TOUR to PENNSYLVANIA 
(November 29 - December 4) 

2004TOURS 
SERVICE TOUR to SUNNY JAMAICA 

(January 23 · February l) 

VIETNAM (February 4-21) 

AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND (February 6-26) 

MEXICO (March 2-17) 
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PARAGUAY, BOLIVIA and PERU (March 23 - April 8) 

SEVEN CHURCHES of REVELATION (May 28 - June 7) 

ENGLAND and SCOTLAND for GRANDPARENTS 
and GRANDCHILDREN (June 23 - July 5) 

From PRAGUE lo GDANSK (July 22 - August l) 

CANADIAN MARITIME PROVINCES (August 7-16) 

SWISS-VOLHYNIAN MENNONITE HERITAGE 
(September 15-29) 

"Building bridges among Mennonites and other Christians 
around the world through custom-designed travel." 

CALL 1-800-565-0451 
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR 

E-MAIL: office@tourmagination.com 
WEB: www.tourmagination.com 

9 Willow Street l 01 l Cathill Road 
Waterloo, ON N2J lV6 Canada Sellersvil le, PA 18960-1315 
Reg. #1567 624 USA 

LETTERS 

A peacemaker's lament 

The problem, the inconsistency-should I say the 
sin-of those of us who claim the role of peace
maker is that we wait too long. We fail to work for 
shalom. Comfortable in our own prosperity, we 
neglect half of the world's population who con
stantly face hunger, the 70 percent who are illiter
ate, the 80 percent in substandard housing. 

We fail to monitor our government's actions 
until it is too late. And, unlike people living under 
dictators, we are the government. We must take 
responsibility for times we have propped up 
repressive regimes, ratcheted up the collections of 
weapons of mass destruction, valued business 
profits over people's lives. 

Former leader Hubert Humphrey reminded us 

that the test of a moral government is how we 
treat people in the dawn of life - children, in the 
twilight of life - the elderly, and those living in the 
shadows - the poor. We in the United States have 
too often failed this test. 

Many of the soldiers fighting in Iraq came out of 
the shadows. They are minorities, often unable to 

"But Lord, when 
d .d h ?'' 1 we see t ee .... 

Give-'til it helps! 

Global Food Crisis Fund 
Church of the Brethren General Board 

1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin IL 60120 
800 323-8039 ext 228 or 229 



find employment except in the armed forces. So 
we send them to kill and be killed in war. 

Peacemaking is hard work. It is not passive, not 
appeasement, but actively seeks the well-being of 
all. The way to peace is not war but may involve 
giving up luxuries and comforts, perhaps even 
giving up one's life. 

I receive e-mails from people who are offering 
their lives for the good of others, not in the 
armed forces but in Christian Peacemaker 
Teams. They have chosen to live in Iraq, to learn 
to know the people our government is bombing . 

I do not have the courage they have demon
strated during this war. All I do is place candles in 
my windows each night to symbolize the light of 
peace and to light the way home for our troops. 

The mistake of those of us who claim the role of 
peacemaking is that we fail to stay informed about 
ramifications of our government's actions. We 
insulate ourselves in our tv, computer, and yes, 
even church fellowship cocoons. We don't become 
involved until there is war or threat of war. 

Jesus' words as he entered Jerusalem for the 
last time speak to us: 

"If you, even you, had only recognized on this 
day the things that make for peace! But now 
they are hidden from your eyes" (Luke 19:41, 42). 

God forgive us. 
Jean Lersch 

St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Andrew Cordier, prophet of peace 

Though Andrew Cordier began his life in typical 
humble Brethren beginnings, he achieved great
ness in the atypical Brethren field of politics, 
unmatched by any other except, perhaps, M. G. 
Brumbaugh, a Brethren who became 
Pennsylvania's governor (1915-19). Andrew 
Cordier's political claim to fame began when he 
became an advisor on international security in the 
US State Department. In 1945 he was sent to 
London to help draft the United Nations Charter. 
From 1946 to 1962 his career blossomed when he 
became executive assistant to the secretary-gen
eral and undersecretary in charge of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations. He was vice 
president of the National Council of Churches and 
a member of the Commission for International 
Affairs of both the National Council of Churches 
and the World Council of Churches. He was nomi
nated for the 1973 Nobel Peace Prize. 

An article by then Prof. Andrew Cordier of 
Manchester College was published by The 
Gospel Messenger, Jan. 8, 1938. It spoke to the 
tensions in the world then, but as all truths do, it 

A Tool for All Seasons 

CAREGIVING CAREGIVING 
A quarterly publication providing 

ideas and solutions for deacons, 

Christian educators and caregivers. 

a Annual subscriptions are $12 for individuals 
~ and $6 for congregations. To subscribe, 
f call the Association of Brethren Caregivers 

at (800) 323-8039. 

How would our churches be 

different if we learned to care for 

others like Jesus cares for us? 

Daniel Ulrich and Janice Fairchild offer a 

helpful guide that shows u s what it m eans 

to practice "Jesuscare'' as taught in 

Matthew 18. Bible study, real life 

examples, and exercises invite yo u to 

practice these values and become a part of 

the caring community of believers that 

Jesus desires. New from Brethre-n Press. 

$9.95 plus shipping and handling 

' /, 
Brethren Press· 

This day. 
1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, Illinois 60120-1694 

phone 800-441- 3712 fax 800-667-8188 e-mail lrrethrenpress_gb@brethren .org 
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LETTERS 
speaks to world tensions today. Here is 

part of what he wrote: 

"I believe that my supreme loyalty is to 

all mankind, and therefore I oppose 

nationalism as a breeder of war. 

cannot survive a bloody war. 

"I believe in culture, the beauty of which 

quails before the ugliness of war. "I believe in Christ the Prince of Peace. 

"I believe in his way of life as the way 

of peace. 

"I believe I am most patriotic when I con

tribute most to international understanding. 

"I believe that my country should 

assume aggressive leadership for peace 

and I will support her in her action . "I believe in justice-nationally and 

internationally. 

"I believe in the process of conciliation, 

adjustment, and adjudication necessary to 

obtain justice. 

"I believe I have a sacred duty to pro

mote a broader understanding of the com

mon interests and aspirations of all races 

and nationalities. 

"I believe that I and my country should 

sacrifice for peace. 

"I believe in Peace." 

"I believe that armaments produce fear 

and breed war. 

"I believe in democracy, the foundations 

of which will be destroyed by war. 
David Whitten 

Moscow Chu rch of the Brethren 
Mt. Solon. Va. "I believe in religion, the faith of which 

sonG & 5TOfZY FEST 
,we?A_Vln,'5' pe:~t:o~cth.er 

June 29 - July 5, 2003 

Come early to Annual Conference to the seventh annual 
Song & Story Fest at Camp Wilbur Stover, New Meadows, Idaho. 

This unique family camp features Brethren musicians, storytellers, 
and peacemakers under the big blue sky of western Idaho! 

Storytellers and Workshop Leaders 
Debbie Eisenbise Bob Gross Matt Guynn 
Kathy Guisewite Jim Lehman Sue Overman 
Jonathan Hunter Barb Sayler Kim Stuckey 

Campfire, Workshop, and Concert Musicians 
Bill & Jacob Jolliff Shawn Kirchner Mike Stern 
Jan & John Long Lee Krahenbuhl Peg Lehman 

Adults $180; 13-19 yrs $150; 7-12 yrs $1 IO; 4-6 yrs $90; Family max $550 
Register at: www.brethren.org/oepa/songandstoryfest.html 

Contact: On Earth Peace, 410-635-8704, oepa_oepa@brethren.org 
or Ken Kline Smeltzer, 814-466-6491, bksmeltz@adelphia.net 

Co-sponsored by On Earth Peace 
P. 0. Box 188, New Windsor, MD 21776 
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Volunteers for camp-Camp Colorado is looking for 
volunteers that will be able to help our camp manager 
with carpentry, plumbing, electrical, landscaping, and 
other building projects. If you can volunteer a few days 
or even a few weeks this summer and can bring a trav
el trailer or RV to live in, please contact Howard 
Duncan at 303-674-3916 or Roy Grosbach at 303-564-
8397. Come spend some time in the beautiful Pike 
National Forest in the cool Rocky Mountains. Web 
address www.campcolorado.org. 

Camp manager couple-Camp Colorado (14 miles west 
of Sedalia) is searching for a manager couple for this 
summer (June, July, Aug). Job involves purchasing 
food, light maintenance, collecting rentals, assisting 
directors and renters. Camp located in Pike National 
Forest at 7500 feet of elevation about 40 minutes from 
Denver. Lodging provided, many meals with $4,000 
salary. Please contact Howard Duncan at 303-674-3916 
or Roy Grosbach at 303-564-8397 if you can spend some 
time in the cool Rocky Mountains. Web address 
www.campcolorado.org. 

Christian tours hosted by Pennsylvania Brethren cou
ple. Over 16 years experience. Optional Bible study 
offered. June 2003 England, Scotland, and Wales. 
Limited to 10 passengers. A few seats remain. Full 
breakfast, dinner, and admissions daily. First-class 
lodging . Coming in March 2004 a Greek Island Cruise 
following in Paul's footsteps. "Discover His World 
While Studying His Word." www.smallgrouptours.com. 
Phone: 814-444-8800. E-mail: jnljaunts@floodcity.net. 

Consignment sales at Annual Conference. Brethren 
Press makes space available at Annual Conference for 
individuals and groups to se ll items to Conference 
attendees on a consignment basis. Consignment space 
must be reserved by May 20. For information on con
signment sales, contact Brethren Press Consignments, 
1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or 
kstocking_gb@brethren.org. 

Want to volunteer in a bookstore? Brethren Press is 
looking for volunteers to assist in set-up, operation, and 
tear-down of the Annual Conference Bookstore in 
Boise. If you have interest and time to volunteer, con
tact Nancy Klemm at 1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 
60120 or nklemm_gb@brethren.org. 



Please send information to be.includ
ed in Turning Points to Jean 
Clements, 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin, 
IL 60120; 800 323-8039 ext. 206; 
jclements__gb@brethren.org. lnfo
nnation must be complete in order to 
be published. Information older than 
one year cannot be published. 

New Members 
Anderson , Ind.: Samantha 

Carwille, Erika Baker, Travis 
Kauffman, Tristan Yunker, 
Clinton Yunker, Jen Mali n, 
Rosemary Smith, Josh 
Cummins 

Beacon Heights, Fort Wayne, Ind.: 
Steve Carter, Sal Lehman, 
Vickie Schroer Lehman, Jeremy 
Simmons, Shannon Simmons 

Blue River, Columbia City, Ind.: 
John More 

Brook Park, Ohio: Mary Ellen 
Larkin , Allen Cyples, Lacey 
Cyples, Lindsey Cyples, Sherri 
Cyples 

Chambersburg, Pa.: Jeff Diller, 
Karen Diller, Jammie Stauffer, 
Chantel Stauffer, Joan 
Rockwell, Carla Smith, 
Christopher Fyock, Lily Eyler 

Community of Joy, Salisbury, 
Md.: Kelly Todd, Tracey 
Townsend, Lauren Wishoff 

Carlisle, Pa.: Shyrl Carothers, 
Luke Kulp 

Dupont, Ohio: Jim Hemenway, 
Janelle Workman, Dustin 
Taylor, Dan Weller, Nolan 
Matson, Ursula Matson 

First Central , Kansas City, Kan.: 
Elva Conner 

Gortner Union, Oakland, Md.: 
Esther Beachy, Tom Glotfelty, 
Winny Sisler 

Goshen City, Goshen, Ind .: Diane 
Robinson, Jim Robinson, Gloria 
Kronk, Betty Muhlnickel, Keith 
Carter 

Highland Avenue, Elgin, 111 .: 
Rebekah Flores, Ralph 
McFadden, Janis Pyle, Karen 
Roberts 

Lakeview, Brethren, Mich.: Paul 
Thomas, Margaret Thomas 

La Place, 111.: Dale Dinterman, 
Penny Dinterman 

Living Faith, Flora, Ind.: Talia 
Richardson 

Lower Deer Creek, Camden, Ind.: 
Cindy Dunk, Emily Dunk, 
Teresa Peters, Tim Peters 

Nappanee, Ind.: Judy Robinson, 
Matt Streib, Lisa Streib 

New Beginnings, Warrensburg, 
Mo.: John E. Thomas, Gerald 
Baile Crouse, Rebecca Baile 
Crouse, Stephen Baile Crouse 

Wedding 
Anniversaries 
Bricker, Andy and Gail, 

Chambersburg, Pa., 65 
Brumbaugh, Donald and Doris, 

Curryville, Pa. , 50 
Buchanan, James and Esther, 

Elkhart, Ind ., 60 
Earnhart, Jim and Mary Jane, 

Albion , Ind. , 50 
Everett, Elmo and Freda, Delphi , 

Ind. , 50 

Failes, Jim and Nancy, 
Harrisonburg, Va., 55 

Freeman, Roy and Helen, 
Plymouth, Ind. , 65 

Frey, James and Melodie, Fairplay, 
Md., 50 

Gillen, Duane and Maxine, 
Blissfield, Mich ., 55 

Graf, Willard and Doris, Adrian , 
Mich ., 55 

Henderson , Dale and Nancy, 
Goshen, Ind., 50 

Hendricks, Merle and Evelyn , 
Tecumseh, Mich., 55 

Kitchen, Willis and Betty, 
Williamsport, Md ., 60 

McKnight, Herbert and Virginia, 
Flora, Ind. , SO 

Plunkett, Wilford and Virginia, 
Troy, Ohio, 50 

Sink, Denton and Marlyn, Rocky 
Mount, Va. , SO 

Smith, Don and Joann, East 
Wenatchee, Wash., 50 

Swihart, Ray and Ellen, Sebring, 
Fla. 50 

Thompson, C. A. & Margaret, 
Independence, Mo., 60 

Weigle, Bob and Betty, Carlisle, 
Pa ., 50 

White, Curt and Evie, Franklin 
Grove, 111 ., SO 

Young, Lloyd and Ruth Anna, 
Albion, Ind ., 55 

Deaths 
Akers, Lawrence Edward, 76, 

Boones Mill, Va., Jan. I 
Althouse, Arlene, 75, Myerstown , 

Pa., March 11 
Armstrong, Herbert, 91 , 

Bridgewater, Va., Feb. 2 
Aughtry, Janet, 60, Sinking 

Springs, Pa., Feb. 20 
Balsbaugh, Edna, 79, 

Newmanstown, Pa. , Jan. 22 
Barnes, Dorothy Leiter, 80, 

Grafton, Va ., Jan. 6 
Bartholomew, Hazel, 92, 

Columbiana, Ohio, Jan. I 5 
Beckman, Mary Frances, 85, 

Morgantown, W.Va. , Feb. 26 
Bible, Raymond, 90, Franklin, 

W.Va. , Feb. 2 
Bowman, Harold Leslie, 73, 

Edinburg, Va. , Dec. 23 
Bowman, Joseph K., 92, 

Hagerstown, Md., March 20 
Bowman, Kathryn, 81 , 

Bridgewater, Va., Feb. 16 
Bradish, Millicent, 88, Johnstown, 

Pa. , Feb. 11 
Bross, Harlan, 79, Palmyra, Pa. , 

March 14 
Brown, Mabel, 91 , Hollidaysburg, 

Pa., Feb. 24 
Brubaker, Lloyd, 99, 

Hollidaysburg, Pa., Jan. 7 
Buchanan, John C., 89, 

Williamsport, Md., March 8 
Carbaugh, Douglas, 33, 

Chambersburg, Pa., March 2 
Childers, Edith Lorraine, 77 , 

Rocky Mount, Va., Jan. 28 
Cline, Wendell Ivan, 85, Pineville, 

Va., March 3 
Cosner, Ray Orville, 88, Mount 

Storm, W.Va. , Jan. 28 
Courtney, JoAnn, 74, Linthicum, 

Md. , Feb. 27 
Cramer, John, 71, Hollidaysburg, 

Pa., Feb. 18 
Cripe, Anna , 9 1, Goshen , Ind., 

Feb. 18 

Culp, George, 75 , Goshen, Ind ., 
Jan . 17 

Day, Oliver L., 96, Edinburg, Va., 
Dec. 23 

Deeter, Harold I. , 92, Salem, 
Ohio, Feb. 21 

Deputy, Lowell Weaver, 59, 
Harrisonburg, Va. , Jan. 3 1 

Endress, Eric Otto, 66, 
Woodstock, Va. , Dec. 18 

Engel, Mary Alice, 93, Union 
Bridge, Md. , July 6 

Fisher, Walter E. , 80, Pottstown, 
Pa., March 27 

Flora, Melvin Lee, 87, Wirtz, Va., 
Jan. 28 

Floto, Ruth, 91 , Dixon, Ill., March 25 
Foor, J. Clifford, 89, Curryville, 

Pa ., Feb. 28 
Foster, Esther, 92, Bridgewater, 

Va., Jan. 24 
Foust, Paul R., 90 , Greencastle, 

Pa ., Feb. 20 
Fredericks, Eva, 85, Palmyra, Pa ., 

Feb. 9 
Frye, Edna R. , 95 , Bridgewater, 

Va ., March 2 
Graybill , Mildred C., 85, 

Roanoke, Va., Jan. 31 
Gsell , Hannelore Streif, 72, 

Woodstock, Va. , Dec. 24 
Gurka, Stanley, 8 I, Goshen, Ind. , 

Jan . 28 
Hagen, Lillie, 91, Dixon, Ill ., Feb. 7 
Haldeman, Donna M., 58, 

Manheim, Pa., Feb. 24 
Harper, Mary Ann Mowery, 9 1, 

Landes, W.Va., Feb. 6 
Hartman, Cecil L. , 90, 

Harrisonburg, Va. , Jan. 16 
Heatwole, Roland Biedler, 82, 

Harrisonburg, Va., Jan . 2 
Helsley, Joseph R., Jr. , 72, 

Stephens City, Va. , Jan . I 0 
Hickey, Dale, 67, Union Bridge, 

Md., April 27 , 2002 
Hildebrand, Richard H., 77, 

Linthicum, Md. , March 15 
Hiteshaw, Homer E., 71 , 

Windber, Pa., Feb. 25 
Hoffman, Lucile Smith, 86, 

Waynesboro, Pa., Feb. 27 
Hottel, Bertha, 89, Hagerstown, 

Md., Jan. 17 
Hubers, Elizabeth, 85, Pasadena, 

Md., March 24 
Huffman, James Clyde, 63, 

Dayton, Va., Feb. 1 
Hughes, Jim, 71 , Tucson, Ariz. , 

Jan. 9 
Irelan, James, Sr., 75 , Bristol, 

Ind. , Feb. 27 
Jay, Audrey, 75, Garrett, Ind., Jan. 20 
Johnson, Mattie Violet Stroop, 84, 

Singers Glen, Va ., Dec. 22 
Judd, Nina Louise, 92 , Luray, Va. , 

Dec. 29 
Keller, Eugene, 84, 

Chambersburg, Pa. , Feb. 25 
Kenworthy, James E. 89, Delphi, 

Ind. , Feb. 8 
Laprad, Ruth E. , 74, Noblesville, 

Ind. , March 7 
Lehman, Rose E., 81, Windber, 

Pa. , March 9 
Lillard, Ryan D., 37, Brightwood, 

Va ., Sept. 2 
Lohr, Hazel F. Mitchell, 88, 

Bridgewater, Va. , Jan. 7 
Loutsenhizer, Hazel, 96, Brya n, 

Ohio, March I 0 
Maust, Edward, 79, Goshen, Ind. , 

March 22 
McNaughton, George A., 71, 

Quincy, Pa ., Feb. 12 
Meyer, Elizabeth, 97, Lebanon, 
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Miller, Gerald, 73 , Franklin 
Grove, Ill ., Feb. 4 

Montgomery, Alfred, 94, Boones 
Mill, Va., Feb. 3 

Myers, John Jacob, Sr ., 86, Port 
Republic, Va. , Feb. 8 

Myers, Paul Samuel, Sr. , 71, 
Dayton, Va. , Jan. 29 

Nazelrod!, Gillispie Virgil, 68, 
Moorefield , W.Va. , Jan. 7 

Norton, Beulah L., 84, 
Independence, Mo. , Jan. 20 

Palafox, Stella, 69, Tucson, Ariz., 
Feb. 20 

Patches , Mark C. , 68, Lebanon, 
Pa. , Feb. 22 

Peiffer, Betty J., 78, Greencastle, 
Pa. , Feb. 11 

Peters, Roy, 92, Un ion Bridge, 
Md., May 30, 2002 

Pittman, Florence, 85, 
Columbiana, Ohio, Jan. 11 

Pittman, Virginia Stitely, 84, 
Waynesboro, Pa., Feb. 11 

Ratlief, Edna Ruth, 91, Fort 
Seybert, W.Va., Jan. 1 7 

Rhodes, Arbelia Roberta 
Hildebrand, 99, Dayton, Va ., 
Jan . 21 

Rhynard, Albert, Sr. , 94, Troy, 
Ohio, Jan. 25 

Richards, Evelyn Virginia, 87, 
Boonsboro, Md. , Jan. I 6 

Riddle, Nathan "Michael," 42, 
Verona, Va ., Jan. 22 

Ritchie, Gary W. , 56, Jonestown, 
Pa., Jan. I 

Robertson, Vernie, 91, Union 
Bridge, Md., Jan. 5 

Rogers, William H., 94, Wakarusa, 
Ind. , Feb. 21 

Ruth, Donald Miller, 71, 
Hagerstown, Md ., March 18 

Ryman, Grace Ellen, 79, 
Woodstock, Va., Dec. 13 

Saylor, Eli W., 93 , Manheim, Pa. , 
Dec. 20 

Schenk, Gerald , 54, Fort Wayne, 
Ind ., Jan. 3 1 

Selby, Myrtle Susan Mitchell, 49 , 
Fulks Run , Va ., Dec. 16 

Sell, Rosalie, 83, McPherson, 
Kan., Feb. 27 

Sheaffer, Joyce, 80, Harrisburg, 
Pa ., March 10 

Shickel , Madeline Eagle, 88, 
Harrisonburg, Va ., Dec. 23 

Shoemaker, Lynn Grayson , 62, 
Dayton, Va. , Dec. 21 

Shumaker, Ada, 77, Troy, Ohio, 
Jan . 14 

Smith, Catharine, 81 , Palmyra, 
Pa. , Feb. 15 

Smith, Paul Vance, Sr. , 69, 
Harrisonburg, Va. , Dec. 27 

Souder, Orville Lee, 72, Math ias, 
W.Va ., Jan . 28 

Steele, Grant, 98, Walkerton, Ind., 
March 2 

Stone, Claude Taylor, 83 , Bassett, 
Va. , Feb. 18 

Stormont, Helen Marie, 82, 
Rockford, Ill. , Feb. 21 

Stump, Doris, 79, Troy, Ohio, Dec. 7 
Stutsman, Kent B. , 45 , Peoria, 111., 

Jan . 26 
Summers, Evelyn Eliza, 89, 

Harrisonburg, Va. , Jan. 25 
Thomas, Ruth Wright, 99 , 

Bridgewater, Va. , Dec. 31 
Thorne, John Cletus, 82, Dorcas, 

W.Va., Jan. 7 
Tipton, Edward C., 93, Albion, 

Ind ., Oct. 2 
Townsend, Opal, 92, Brethren, 

Mich. , Feb. I 8 
Trout, Melva Bowman, 84, 

Roanoke, Va ., Jan. 27 
Utz, Ruby, 95 , Alexandria, Va ., 

Sept. 3 
Wampler, Alma Myers Zigler, 83, 

Broadway, Va. , Feb. 22 
Whetzel, Lacy G., 64, 

Harrisonburg, Va. , Dec. 26 
Wickizer, Jim, 77, Wakarusa, Ind ., 

Feb. 4 
Widdowson, Thelma, 87, Quincy, 

Pa., Feb. 15 
Willard, Gertrude, I 00, Dixon, 

Ill ., Feb. 20 
Wisnieski, Diane, 49, Oakton, Va. , 

Feb. 25 
Zeigler, Clarence, 90, 

Churubusco, Ind., Dec. 14 
Zumbrun, Ted, 87, Columbia City, 

Ind ., March 10 

Licensings 
Crosby, Gilbert, 111. / Wis. Dist. 

(Peoria, Ill.), March 2 
Derrer, Daniel, Atl. N.E. Dist. 

(Cornerstone Christian, 
Lebanon, Pa.) , Jan . 26 

Flores, Jack, 111./Wis. Dist. 
(Highland Avenue, Elgin, Ill.), 
March 9 

Grove, Thomas, N. Pla ins Dist. 
(English River, South English, 
Iowa) , Feb. 1 

Little, Terri Lynne, At!. S.E. Dist. 
(Christ the Servant, Cape Coral, 
Fla.) , Feb. 9 

Mueller, John , At!. S.E. Dist. 
(Christ the Servant, Cape Coral, 
Fla.) , Feb. 9 

Mueller, Mary Lynn, Atl. S.E. 
Dist. (Christ the Servant, Cape 
Coral, Fla.) , Feb. 9 

Reese, Paulette Louise, Atl. S.E. 
Dist. (Christ the Servant, Cape 
Coral, Fla.) , Feb. 9 

Reese, Ronald Michael, Atl. S.E. 
Dist. (Christ the Servant, Cape 
Coral, Fla.), Feb. 9 

Ruder, Rory 0., W. Pa. Dist. 
(Fairchance, Pa .), March I 6 

Sales, Jerry M., 111 ./Wis . Dist. 
(Peoria, Ill .) , March 2 

Shaak, Martha J. , At!. N.E. Dist. 
(Palmyra, Pa.), Jan. 12 

Ordinations 
Bieber, Frederick, At!. N.E. Dist 

(Big Swatara, Hanoverdale, 
Hummelstown, Pa.) , Feb. 23 

Brewer, Donald G., Pac. S.W. Dist. 
(Church of the Living Savior, 
McFarland, Calif.) , Nov. 10 

Davis, Kenneth E., At!. S.E. Dist. 
(Good Shepherd, Bradenton, 
Fla .), Jan. 26 . 

Hughes, James Robert, W. Marva 
Dist. (Moorefield, W.Va.) , Feb. 23 

Young, Donald L., Sr. , Mo./Ark. 
Dist. (Saint Joseph, Mo.), Feb. 23 

Placements 
Brinkmeier, Kathleen, pastor, 

Rockford, 111 ., March 23 
Matthews, Donald, from senior 

pastor to associate pastor, Oak 
Grove, Md., March I 

Matthews, Philip, from associate 
pastor to senior pastor, Oak 
Grove, Md. , March I 
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to be 
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of land, 

restorers of 
life, God 

provides 
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along the 

way. II 

■ Messenger May 2003 

EDITORIAL• 

Springtime in the neighborhood 

It has been awhile since I've updated MESSENGER 

readers on progress in my neighborhood [See 
"Springtime in the neighborhood," May 2000], so 

you're all probably wondering how things are going. 
I'm happy to report that flowering dogwoods out
number the stray dogs this year, and there are more 
daffodils than drunks. Peonies are poking up in the 
park where prostitutes once worked. 

But this spring the neighborhood has been plagued 
by an unusual scourge that only seems to bother us 
every four years-a severe outbreak of politicians. 
One of the candidates for mayor once owned rental 
property two blocks from my house. When it became 
the site of illegal activity, he'd called the police on his 
own tenants several times before hightailing out of 
the rental business. Once the campaign began, how
ever, our neighborhood association leader-who 
doubles as a Democratic precinct captain- got 
caught telling seniors in the highrise that the 
Republican once ran a drug house down the street. 
When the candidate called her to ask her to stop 
spreading lies, he stupidly threatened to sue if she 
didn't. That led to a newspaper article in which the 
Democratic candidate expressed shock and dismay 
that his opponent would threaten a 73-year-old 
grandmother trying to protect her neighborhood. It 
brought a chuckle to those of us who know this par
ticular grandmother is a white-haired pit bull. 

That wasn't all. In the course of defending himself, 
the candidate told the newspaper that, after all, his 
former rental property was in a "bad neighborhood." 
Well! Our neighborhood policeman promptly wrote a 
letter to the editor taking exception to the insult, and 
reminding the candidate of all the progress we've 
made in recent years. "There are no bad neighbor
hoods," he wrote, "just bad neighbors." I might have 
added that there aren't even any bad neighbors-just 
neighbors we would invite to live somewhere else 
while they work on improving their social skills. By 
the way, the ex-landlord lost, and it's likely we won't 
see him again in this bad neighborhood for awhile. 

As we try to spread the message that urban neigh
borhoods are everyone's responsibility, we sometimes 
forget to share the upside of dealing with diversity. A 
young man approached me in the Osco parking lot. 
"You don't remember me, do you?" It didn't take me 
long to recognize the kid who grew up playing bas
ketball in my driveway "Is that Maliek? When did 
you get out?" He's 23 now, and since he got out of 
prison eight months ago, he said, he has married and 
has turned over his life to the Lord. When I saw him 
last he was 1 7 and in jail, and during my visit I was 

trying to get him to tell me why he had fired a gun in 
the air while robbing Hardee's. I suspect it was some 
sort of gang initiation, but of course he wouldn't say. 
Now, flushed with the possibilities of new life, he's 
trying to get work as a caretaker for the housing 
authority after a construction training program he 
enrolled in lost its government funding. I gave him 
my business card, wished him well, and said a 
prayer. He's a good kid, but I'd guess there's a win
dow of only a few more months for this society to 
find that boy a job, else we'll be housing him again. 

A group of us have formed a nonprofit organiza
tion to use grants and donations to buy derelict 
houses and vacant lots, then repair the houses or 
build new ones to sell as affordable homes. Often it 
is a chore to even find out who owns abandoned 
properties. Once we had to send a bank in California 
photos of a property it didn't know it had acquired 
when it bought a Midwest bank. There is usually a 
human story of brokenness behind each clouded 
property title. Alcoholism made one owner fall 
behind on his payments; drugs led to prison for 
another, and his property became a victim. 

In the fourth chapter of Ruth, the wealthy commu
nity leader Boaz takes care of one last piece of busi
ness before he can marry Naomi's daughter-in-law. 
He clears up the title of her abandoned property, a 
vacant lot that once belonged to Naomi's late hus
band Elimelich. By redeeming the land, Boaz 
redeemed the family's life as well. When a son was 
born to Ruth and Boaz, the women of the neighbor
hood told Naomi, "He shall be to you a restorer of 
life" (Ruth 4:15). 

For those who strive to be redeemers of land, restor
ers of life, God provides surprises along the way. 

I headed for my truck a couple weeks ago and was 
accosted by a woman walking down the alley with · 
two children trailing her. "Hey, sir!" she called. I 
stopped to listen. "Do you believe in helping people 
out?" I wasn't going to answer that. She explained 
that she was homeless, that she'd been to-the shelter 
where they'd given her some money, but she needed 
$15 more to be able to rent a motel room for the 
night. Somewhat grudgingly I gave her a $20 bill. 

This week I saw her and the kids in the alley 
again. "Hey, sir!" she called. Determined not to be 
taken a second time, I pretended not to hear. "Hey, 
sir!" She would not let up, so I reluctantly turned to 
face her. Then she and the kids all waved and 
smiled. "Thank you, sir. Thank you so much." 
-FLETCHER FARRAR 
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A Brethren education 
focuses on the whole 
person! 

In our tradition of academic 

excellence, our dedicated 

teaching faculty put student 

learning first. Small classes and 

personalized mentoring allow 

you to get to know your 

professors. They will both 

challenge and support you and 

take a genuine interest in your 

academic and social 

development. 

We provide a supportive, caring 

community-from the personal 

attention you receive during 

admissions, to spiritual 

nurturing, to career counseling 

before graduation. 

A Brethren education 
focuses on . . . YOU! 

For more information about 
Brethren colleges, visit our website: 
www.cobcoa.org or email: 
cobcoa_gb@brethren.org 

or call 1-800-323-8039 
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