


Nicaragua 

Bendaru 

India 

Ope rated by volunteers from the 
Western PA District 

Church of the Brethren Mission Program. 

• YOU can NEL'P 'PROVIDE the children with a safe 
home, a good diet, clean water, health care, and a 
good education in a Christian environment. 

• YOU can S'PONSOR A CHILO for 82 cents a day 
($25 a month) or take part in the "Child of the 
Month" program with any monthly commitment. 

• YOU can travel with us on a one or two week 
WORK CAM'P to help with the physical maintenance 
of their homes and schools. You can meet some 
of the sponsored children yourself to show them 
the love that they desperately crave. 

WHAT COULD BE MORE REWARDING?! 

For information about sponsorships 
or vv0rk camps contact: 

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN AID, INC. 
115 Spring Road, Suite 3 

Hollsopple, PA 15935-7412 
Phone: (814) 479-7963 or (888) 643-7555 

Fax: (814) 479-2521 
I nteraid inc@aoI.co m http: //www. i nteraid-inc.o rg 

... Linking caring Americans with needy children, 
their families and communities in the developing world. 

2002 
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-ONTHECOVER 

"Luminous." "Haunting." "Poetic." "Earthy." 
These words have been used to describe the fine 
art photography of Robert Miller, member of the 
New Carlisle (Ohio) Church of the Brethren. His 
work has been exhibited in many places through
out the United States and Europe. Miller feels 
called to make a difference in the world through 
the use of his images. He offers to MESSENGER 
readers his current work, "Death of a church," as 
part of his ministry of photography. 
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Correction: BVSer April Angel, now serving in Northern Ireland, 
was incorrectly identified in the June issue as a member of the 
Beave r Creek congregation. She is a member of Bear .Creek 
Church of the Brethren, Dayton, Ohio. 

1 o News special report 
After a long silence, the Church of the 
Brethren has rejoined the debate over 
whether homosexuals should be allowed to 
hold leadership positions in the church. Walt 
Wiltschek brings together several scattered 
developments for this update and analysis. 

12 Appalachian photo essay 
Robert Miller, of the New Carlisle (Ohio) 
Church of the Brethren, is a fine art photogra
pher who uses his camera to explore spiritual 
themes. He revisited his roots in Kentucky's 
former coal country, where he found mean
ing in the "Death of a church." 

20 Inspiration from the homeless 
When Lee Griffith, author of The War on Ter
rorism and the Terror of God, was a BVS 
worker in Washington, D.C., he spent a mem
orable night with a homeless man named 
Cool Breeze, who read to him from Revela
tion. It was a conversion experience. 

24 Lives changed 
From lives of drugs, illicit sex, and trouble, God 
led them to caring Christians and to each other. 
Now Rick and Holly Workman offer their testi
mony of new life in Christ as an invitation to 
others to tell of God's love and forgiveness. 

30 Ernie Shull remembered 
A former missionary and an authority on but
terflies, Ernie Shull died in March. William R. 
Eberly remembers him well. 
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FROM THE PUBLISHER 

T he 13-year-old was one of the guests at my daughter's sleepover. I was 
meeting her for the first time and was surprised when she pulled up a 

stool to the kitchen counter and wondered whether she might ask me some questions 
about the Church of the Brethren . "Of course," I answered . 

"What does your church believe about Easter?" she asked. While I paused, trying 
to figure out whether she was looking for a one-sentence answer or a theological 
treatise, my husband jumped into the conversation. "Well, we ' re Christians," he 
began. 

"Oh!" said the teenager, satisfied. I had barely said a word , and the conversation 
was already over. All she really wanted to know was whether or not the Church of the 
Brethren was a Christian church. Maybe she was worried that her friend was part of a 
weird sect. Apparently, she couldn't tell from the name. 

Not that the words "Presbyterian," "Methodist," or "Episcopal" communicate 
much all by themselves . But there are enough of these brands of Christians that most 
folks have a vague sense about their identity. 

I personally like the name "Church of the Brethren," even though I recognize its 
limitations. I like the sense of relationship and community that is conveyed by the 
word "Brethren." I like the fact that we ' re not named for any individual, or church 
polity, or nation . 

But any of us who have had to identify ourselves in places where the .Brethren are 
scarce are familiar with questions such as , "Do you allow women to join?" That ' s 
when we realize that the word "Brethren" is more likely to make people think of John 
Grisham or the Supreme Court- or, more likely, nothing at all. They don' t know 
about M. R. Zigler and Anna Mow and Dan West , people who epitomized what it 
means to be Brethren and who continue to shape us today even though they ' re no 
longer with us . They don ' t know Marty and Esther and Don who live out their 
Brethren values in lesser-known ways but who influence the people around them. 
They don't know Paul and Tom and Debbie, who weren't born -and-bred Dunkers but 
are more Brethren than the Brethren because they chose to be . 

What new name can ever make us feel as connected as we do? Will we continue to 
call ourselves "Brethren" for generations, just as people today still refer to the "Broth
erhood" and the "Gospel Messenger"- names that were discarded more than 30 years 
ago? 

It may be time to make a change, as two districts have proposed. If we do , it will 
be with a mixture of sadness and anticipation. I will be one of those who will miss the 
old and familiar. But I will also be one who is looking forward to a new name- one 
that carries the relational richness of our current one, I hope . And one that requires 
us to stretch a bit , perhaps , before it fits us just right. 
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The "old" Brethren who led 
the Lebanon congregation 

in worship on Harvest 
Heritage Sunday are, front 

row, Randy Simmons, 
associate pastor; Howard 

Kaucher, former pastor; and 
Wayne Pence, pastor. Back 

row: Ed Morris, Richard Kiser, 
and Kenneth Cupp. 

Lebanon brings back 
the good old days 

Last fall the Lebanon congre
gation of Mount Sidney, Va., 
celebrated "Harvest Heritage 
Sunday." Carl Bowman, 
Bridgewater College profes
sor and author of Brethren 
Society spoke about church 
customs of 100 years ago and 
Sunday services were con
ducted as they were at the 
turn of the 20th century, with 
men on the left and women 
on the right side of the sanc
tuary. Hymns were lined and 
no musical instruments were 
used. Period dress was 
encouraged, and many of the 
men had grown beards for 
the occasion. The history 
room was set up with articles 
and photos of the original 
families who started the 
Lebanon congregation. 

Churches plan 
celebrations 

Laton (Calif.) Community 
Church of the Brethren 
will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary Sept. 15. 
Laton was one of the first 
Brethren congregations 
to be organized on the 
west coast by Brethren 
from the Midwest. 
Friends of the congrega
tion are invited to 
respond by mail to the 
church at P.O. Box 457, 

Laton, CA 93242, by 
phone at 559-923-4559, or 
by e-mail to 
egerbrandt@juno.com. 

The Prince of Peace 
Church of the Brethren, 
South Bend, Ind ., was 
scheduled to celebrate 
its 40th anniversary 
during morning worship 
on June 23. A potluck 
brunch will follow the 
service . 

On Sunday, Aug. 11, 
Lincolnshire Church of 
the Brethren, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., will host a celebra
tion of the ministry of 
Richard Landrum, who 

INTOUCH -

will be retiring from 42 
years of ministry. 

He has served the Lin
colnshire congregation 
since 1997. Before then 
he pastored congrega
tions in Wenatchee, 
Wash.; Pomona, Calif.; 
Huntingdon, Pa.; and 
Topeka, Kan. He and his 
wife, Myrna, have three 
adult children, seven 
grandchildren, and three 
g reat-g randch i ldren. 
Those who would like to 
participate in the Aug. 11 
luncheon are asked to 
make reservations by 
calling 219-456-1993. 

National Bike to Work Day on May 17 culminated a week of activities for 
denominational staff members at the Elgin, 111., General Offices during National 
Employee Health and Fitness Week, organized by the building-wide Wellness Commit
tee. About eight people rode their bikes the full distance from their homes, and others 
joined in a noon bike-around, here being led by Scott Douglas and David Radcliff. 
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• INTOUCH 

First Skippack 
Peace Award 
presented 

The first annual Skippack 
Peace Award was pre
sented to Lisa Brunner, a 
high school senior, on 
May 16. 

The award, which car
ries a monetary gift, is 
given by the Friends of 
Skippack, as facilitated 
through the Skippack 
Church of the Brethren, 
Collegeville, Pa. 

The winner had 
"waged peace through 
random acts of kind
ness," as the certificate 
stated. She was selected 

by school officials and 
teachers who have wit
nessed her acts of 
peacemaking throughout 
her high school years. 

The Skippack church 
had collected coins since 
June of 2001, four 
months prior to the ter
rorist attacks, through a 
campaign entitled "Pen
nies for Peace." 
Participants would drop 
their pennies into a large 
plastic bear- "Skippy, 
The Bear-er of Peace." 
The entire community 
helped contribute more 
than $500 worth of coins 
for the peace award. 

"We challenge all 
churches to join us, and 
recognize those students 
who have waged peace," 
said Larry ONeill, pastor 
of the Skippack church. 

Brethren Volunteer Service Older Adult Unit 248 received 
orientation training April 21-May 2 at the Brethren Service 
Center, New Windsor, Md. The volunteers and their work assign
ments are, front row: Larry Petry (guest leader); Susanne 
Chrysler of Estes Park, Colo., to Human Resources Development 
Council (HRDC), Havre, Mont.; Betsie Weil of Colorado Springs, 
Colo.; Anna Zombro of Martinsburg, W.Va., to New Windsor Con
ference Center and Casa de los Ninos, Houston, Texas. Back row: 
Alice Petry (guest leader); Dan McFadden (BVS director); Al 
Chrysler of Estes Park, Colo., to HRDC, Havre Mont.; Lois David
son of Lebanon, Pa., to Westside Food Bank, Surprise, Ariz.; 
Janice Miller of Magnolia, Del., to Camp lthiel, Gotha, Fla.; Joan 
Taylor of Arlington, Va., to Camp Myrtlewood, Myrtle Point, Ore.; 
Stephen Weil of Colorado Springs, Colo.; Phil Taylor of Arlington, 
Va., to Camp Myrtlewood, Myrtle Point, Ore. 

First Haitian member is first Miss Haiti USA 

Lisa Naomi Montauban, of the First Haitian Church of the 
Brethren in Brooklyn, N.Y., has been named the first Miss Haiti 
USA 2002. She is the daughter of Vere I Montauban, pastor of 
First Haitian, and Clarelle Montauban. 

This 20-year-old, a student at Brooklyn College, saw 
the pageant as a means for young women to 
open doors for themselves, and to get 
involved in things that might not be available 
to them otherwise. 

She is using the platform to help Haitian people. One 
effort was organizing a Haitian business fair to be held in Brooklyn 
and Queens. She works with underprivileged youth and hosts a TV show 
that attempts to bridge the generation gap between Haitian-Americans. 

Lisa's parents plan to escort her to Haiti during her "reign"so she can 
provide encouragement for the Haitian population, particularly its 
youth.-Carol L. Yeazell 

Carol Yeazell is a member of the General Board's Congregational Life staff for Area 3 and a par

ticipant in Cross-Cultural Ministries. 



Saying "thank 
you" is an Easter 
Eggspression 

The senior high Sunday 
school class of the Hagers
town (Md.) Church of the 
Brethren provided an 
opportunity for members 
of the congregation to say 
"thank you" or to send a 
personal greeting to 
someone in the congrega
tion. For a $1 donation 
members could purchase 
an Easter Eggspression. 
The personalized mes
sages were placed inside 
plastic eggs, which were 
hung on an Easter tree. 
Then on Easter morning a 
class member delivered 
the eggs to their intended 
recipients. The project 
raised $254, which was 
donate.d to Heifer Project 
International. 
-Beverly Harshman 

Celebra1:ing 100 
years at Elm Street 

About 100 people showed 
up April 20 for a catered 
banquet to celebrate 100 
years of church life at the 
Elm Street Church of the 
Brethren, Lima, Ohio. 
Guest speaker at the event 
was Larry Alger, local 
church historian from 
Sugar Creek (West) Church 
of the Brethren. He 
received a certificate of 
recognition on behalf of 
the Sugar Creek church for 
that congregation 's vision 
in planting an inner city 
church as a mission pro
ject a century ago. 

On Sunday, Northern 
Ohio district executive 

Tom Zuercher challenged 
the congregation to seek 
God's guidance for contin
uing the work of Jesus. 

The two events also 
included special music by 
former members, a greet
ing from former pastor 
Earl Lehman, and a pre
sentation of current 
church life organized 
around its mission and 
purposes. 

Wesley and Sue Richard 
have served as co-pastors 
since 1985. 

Colorado gets 
Another Voice 
for peace 

At 7 p.m. May 18 a new 
group, called "Another 
Voice," met on the steps of 
the Federal Building in 
Grand Junction, Colo., for 
an all-night prayer vigil. 
Another Voice is an inter
faith, ecumenical group 
dedicated to nonviolence 
and exploration of alterna
tive ways of resolving 
conflict in the community, 
the nation, and the world . 

The group started when 
a coalition of three per
sons of faith-Don Self, 
pastor of Koinonia Church 
of the Brethren, Grand 
Junction, Colo.; Bev 
Goodrich, director of the 
local Catholic peace and 
justice office; and Liz Pray, 
Quaker chaplain of St. 
Mary's Hospital-came 
together to discuss the 
lack of local nonviolent 
response to the nation's 
present war on terrorism. 
The resulting group, 
Another Voice, strives to 
give the pacifists and anti-

On May 11 Bethany Theological Seminary cele
brated its 97th commencement with a ceremony for 
conferring degrees and a public worship celebration. 
Carl Bowman, professor of sociology and department 
chair at Bridgewater (Va.) College, and a member of 
the seminary's board of trustees, spoke at the confer
ring of degrees ceremony on the topic "Boundaries, 
Bridges, Brethren," based on 1 Corinthians 1: 10-15. 

Six students received master of divinity degrees, one 
with an emphasis in peace studies. One student 
received a master of arts in theology degree and two 
received certificates in theological studies . 

Pictured are, front row, from left: Wendy Noffsinger 
Erbaugh, Elkhart (Ind.) City Church of the Brethren; 
Brandy Fix, New Enterprise (Pa .) Chu rch of th~ 
Brethren; Becki Whittaker, Trotwood (Ohio) Church of 
the Brethren. Back row: James Brunk, Bradford (Ohio) 
Chu rch of the Brethren; Kenneth Manhamo, First Chris
tian Church, Harare, Zimbabwe; Thomas Coursen, 
Richmond (Ind.) Church of the Brethren; Chris Bunch, 
Anderson (Ind .) Church of the Brethren; Terry Smith, 
Free Spring Church of th e Brethren, McAllisterville, 
Pa., David Sollenberger, Annville/Mt. Wilson Church of 
the Brethren, Annville, Pa. Not pictured: Barbara 
Menke, Oakland Church of the Brethren, Gettysburg, 
Ohio, and Hanna Wilson, University Baptist/Brethren 
Church, State College, Pa . 

war contingent on the 
Western Slope of Colorado 
a greater voice by using 
street theater, prayer, and 
social action, with an 
emphasis on "action." 

The vigil lasted from 7 
p.m. May 18 (Armed 
Forces Day), to 7 a.m. 
May 19 (Pentecost 
Sunday) with approxi
mately 50 participants 

coming and going 
through the night. Prayers 
from different denomina
tions were offered, as well 
as singing, sidewal k art, 
and movement. The 
group prayed for world 
peace, but also for 
strength, wisdom, and 
courage for the group as 
it plans its next 
activities .-Don s. Seit 
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NEWS 

BRETHRENSPEAK 

"I want you to 

know these 

are events 
which feed 

my soul and 

give me hope 
for the 

church. These 

are times 

when we 
catch 

glimpses of 

the Holy 
Spirit." 

- Annual Conference 
moderator-elect Harriet 

Finney, speaking at the 
Cross-Cultural Ministries 

Consultation 

Cross-Cultural Consultation 
fills Philadelphia with energy 

Energetic music, inspiring stories, and a variety of 
languages filled the Germantown Church of the 
Brethren in Philadelphia April 18-21 as the 
denomination's annual Cross-Cultura l Ministries 
Consultation came to town. It was the fifth year 
for the event, sponsored by the General Board's 
Congregational Life Ministries office and Cross
Cultural Ministries Team. 

The event was loosely structured to allow 
ample time for conversation and connection one
on-one or in small groups. Two major 
evening activities took participants to 
the Grace Christian Korean congrega
tion in northeast Philadelphia and to 
the nearby Ambler (Pa.) Church of the 
Brethren for times of dinner, fellow
ship, and worship. 

Other highlights included stories of 
thriving new church plants in various 
parts of the Eastern US, updates 
on denominational efforts in 
new church development 
and congregational 
revitalization, vibrant 
music from the 
Bittersweet Gospel Band, 
performances by 
Germantown musicians 
and dancers, and a stroll 
through the historic 

Marie Joseph of the Miami 
Haitian congregation helped lead an 
energetic music session at this year's 

Cross-Cultural Consultation . 
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At the annual Cross
Cultural Ministries 
Consultation in April, 
Barbara Date of Eugene, 
Ore., gives a tour of the 
gravestones in the 
Germantown cemetery in 
Philadelphia . 

Brethren cemetery behind the church. 
After one particularly upbeat devotional time, 

Imperial Heights (Los Angeles) Church of the 
Brethren pastor Belita Mitchell said, "If you 
wonder why you're feeling so good today, it's 
because surely the presence of the Lord is here in 
our midst. We can celebrate diversity and yet 
have unity in the Lord." 

The 2003 consultation is tentatively scheduled 
to take place next spring in Puerto Rico. Congre
gational Life Team member Duane Grady serves 
as the General Board's liaison to the 
planning committee. 



Young Adult Conference 
explores urban issues 

The Church of the Brethren 
National Young Adult Conference 
headed to the city this year, with 
three dozen young adults meeting 
May 24-26 in Chicago. The confer
ence is typically held in camp 
settings, but the General Board's 
Young Adult Steering Committee 
decided to look at urban issues and 
concerns for 2002. 

Sally Shreiner, pastor of the Men
nonite-affiliated Living Water 
Community Church in Chicago, 
served as keynote speaker for the 
event, sharing personal stories and 
experiences and facilitating small
group discussions during three 
main sessions. She drew on city 
imagery from the scriptures and 
addressed the need for urban min
istry and church planting. 

Acknowledging that Anabaptists 
are often not in their element in 
dense urban centers, Shreiner said, 
"It's often at the point when we're 
out of our comfort zones ... that 
God meets us." She thanked those 
attending for "exposing your hearts 
to the city as a place that may be 
part of the journey for you." 

Participants spent one afternoon 
working at service projects in uptown 
Chicago, helping with soup kitchens 
and food pantries, and interacting 
with people from the community. 
Further interaction occurred Sunday 
morning, when the young adults 
headed to one of six city churches of 
varied cultures and traditions to 
experience worship. 

The weekend also included three 
other times of worship as a group, a 
variety show, debriefing, and time to 
explore the city. The 2003 Young 
Adult Conference has been scheduled 
for Memorial Day weekend at Camp 
Eder in Fairfield, Pa. 

Getting acquainted games amused participants at this year's national 
Church of the Brethren Young Adult Conference, held in Chicago. From left, 
Scott McDearmon, Milledgeville, Ill. ; Fred Miller, Greenwood, Del.; Becky 
Ullom, Wiley, Colo.; and Laura Stone, Kokomo, Ind. 

Virginia Brethren returns 
home after three weeks 
in Israeli prisons 

Nathan Musselman arrived home 
in Roanoke, Va., on May 27 after 
more than three weeks of impris
onment by Israeli authorities. A 
member of the Oak Grove Church 
of the Brethren in Roanoke, he had 
been detained May 2 following his 
participation in a nonviolent wit
ness outside Bethlehem's Church 
of the Nativity. 

Musselman had been studying 
Arabic at the University of Bir-Zeit 
in Ramallah prior to his detention. 
He was also a participant in the 
December Church of the Brethren 
General Board delegation to Iraq, 
and before that was a member of 
the Child Exploitation Study Com
mittee of Annual Conference and 
the Youth Peace Travel Team. 

The detention began after Mus
selman joined an International 
Solidarity Movement action at the 
besieged Church of the Nativity. He 
and 12 others held a demonstration 
outside the church, serving as a 
diversion to allow 10 others to 
enter the church and deliver food 
and the protection of an interna
tional presence for Palestinians 
inside. The standoff at the church 
ended the next week. 

Israel quickly deported many of 
the detainees, but Musselman and 
three others refused deportation 
and said they would leave the coun
try but only of their own accord and 
with a letter indicating that they 
could return to the region in the 
future with no restrictions on their 
travel. When Israel declined that 
request, the four-though never 
formally charged-remained in 
prison and went on a week-long 
hunger strike to draw attention to 
their situation and the lack of due 
process. 

Musselman's parents, Karin and 
Neal, urged Brethren to pray and to 
contact congressional congres
sional representatives, the State 
Department, and the US embassy 
in Israel, as well as Israeli officials, 
and the Church of the Brethren 
Washington Office issued an 
"action alert" to this effect. 

Now barred from re-entering the 
Palestinian areas, Musselman is 
uncertain about his immediate 
future. He says he is interested in 
sharing his story and his feelings 
about the Israeli occupation of 
Palestine with congregations. Writ
ings from his experiences and 
contact information to arrange 
speaking engagements can be found 
at the Brethren Witness web page, at 
www.brethren.org/genbd/witness. 
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NEWS 

UPCOMINGEVENTS 

July 3-4 Church of the 
Brethren Ministers' Associa
tion, post-Conference meeting, 
Louisville, Ky. 

July 8-12 Junior high youth 
workcamp, Inspiration Center, 
Lake Geneva, Wis. 

July 14-Aug. 3 Brethren Vol
unteer Service Unit 249 
orientation, Sedalia, Colo. 

July 16-21 National Youth 
Conference, Fort Collins, Colo. 

July 25-27 Southern Plains 
District Conference, Big Creek 
Church of the Brethren, Cushing, 
Okla. 

July 25-Aug. 5 Exploring 
Your Call discernment event for 
high school juniors and seniors at 
Bethany Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Ind. 

July 26-28 Brethren Revival 
Fellowship "Brethren Alive 
2002" conference, Elizabethtown 
(Pa.) College 

July 28-30 Emergency 
Response/Service Ministries 
Childcare in Aviation Inci
dent Response team training, 
New Windsor, Md. 

July 29-Aug. 2 Junior high 
youth workcamp, Indianapolis 
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Personnel moves 

•Curtis G. Rowland 
resigned as executive 
director of Camp Eder, 
Fairfield, Pa., in Southern 
Pennsylvania District 
effective May 1. Rowland 
had served at the camp 
since 1988. He oversaw 
significant expansion of 
program and facilities, 

including the construction 
of a new retreat lodge, 
during his tenure. 

years, has served as off
site representative for the 
Dominican Republic, and 
continues to direct the 
Dominican theological 
education program part
time. Jerry and Becky 
Baile Crouse completed 
their term as mission 
coordinators in June, and 
a replacement had not yet 
been found. 

•Guillermo Encarnacion 
will expand his role in the 
Dominican Republic to 
carry a part-time role as 
mission· coordinator on an 
interim basis beginning 
July 1. Encarnacion 
served the church as its 
moderator over several 

Evangelism Connections 2002 
kicks off with Louisville event 

The first of two Evangelism Connections 
conferences scheduled for this year took 
place April 12-13 in Louisville, Ky. It was the 
first of the conferences to be held since the 
Church of the Brethren became a partner in 
the ecumenical effort, spearheaded by Net 
Results Inc. Six other denominations joined 
in the planning. 

Congregational Life Team member Jeff 
Glass led a workshop titled "Characteristics 
of Vital Congregations," emphasizing the 
Natural Church Development process. That 
workshop and nine others were each offered 
five times over the two-day event, held just _,, 
blocks from the site of this summer's Church j 
of the Brethren Annual Conference. ~ 

Glenn Timmons, director of the General 
Board's Congregational Life Ministries 
office, was among those providing leader
ship for the Friday evening worship service, 
one of four main worship times. 

Keynote speakers included World Vision 
International minister-at-large Roberta 
Hestenes; Michael Curry, bishop of the Epis
copal Diocese of North Carolina, and Tom 
Benjamin, Jr., senior pastor of Light of the 

At the church planting 
conference in May, opening 

worship is led by Jonathan 
Shively of the Brethren 

Academy for Ministerial 

World Christian Church in Indianapolis. 
About 500 people attended the event, a 

number that provided a strong audience but 
fell below organizers' hopes. Only 16 Church 
of the Brethren members attended, includ
ing several staff and Steve Hankins, pastor 
of the Constance Church of the Brethren in 
Hebron, Ky., who served on the local 
arrangements team. 

Evangelism Connections will hold a 
second, nearly identical, conference Nov. 
15-16 in Philadelphia. To register, call the 
EC2002 office at 806-762-8094, ext. 102. 
Details are also available from the Congre
gational Life Ministries office, at 
800-323-8039. 

Leadership. / 
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When it's time to plan 
for your future 

Give careful thought to lifestyle options well 
before retirement 

Planning for your future, by finding the most 
appropriate living arrangement, is key to maintaining a 
high quality of life. Most active seniors are looking for 

maximum independence, affordable housing, convenient 
location, and accessible transpo1tation in a setting that 

promotes fulfilling interaction with family and friends . 

You can have that lifestyle at Hillcrest! 
Situated on over 50 acres in the foothills of San Gabriel 
Mountains, Hillcrest offers many amenities including 

beautiful grounds and walking paths, a Gift Shop, Book 
Store, Libra1y, Computer Center, and dining services in 

Mountain View Dining Room. Comprehensive services 
include a full array of planned social and recreational 
programs, special events and trips throughout the year. An 
active volunteer program benefits Hillcrest as well as the 
surrounding community. Off campus, recreational amenities, 
opportunities for continuing education and cultural and 
spotting events are available within minutes . 

Special features of Hillcrest include a choice of 
continuing care or monthly care programs, and a choice 
of many spacious and efficient floor plans from attached 
homes to single-family homes. 

Nationally accredited since 1986 by the Continiung 
Care Accreditation Commission, Hillcrest was founded in 
1947 by members of the Church of the Brethren, and 

welcomes persons of all faiths. 

Hillcrest's plans 
for the future 

Ferne and Joe Schechter. Joe is 
immediate past president of the 
Hillcrest Residents Association. 

The future plans of Hillcrest 
include our next housing 
development, Park Avenue at 
Hillcrest. The project, comprising 10 two-bedroom 
homes with attached garages, is pending approval 
from the Department of Social Services. Later plans 
are for enhanced community amenities including an 
Aquatic and Fitness Center and a Village Center. 

Now is the time to make your plans for a 
successful retirement at Hillcrest! 

G) 
EQUAL MOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 

DSS Continuing Care Cei1ific..ne :::069, DSS ~ 191501662 

HILLCREST 
A RETIREMENT COMMUNITY RELATED TO THE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

1-800-566-4636 (in CA) or (909) 392-4360 

2705 Mt. View Drive, La Verne, CA 91750 
www .seniorhousing.net/ ad/ hillcrestca 



Conference on church 
planting draws a crowd 

Nearly 100 people representing most 
of the denomination's 23 districts 
took part in the "Church Planting: 
The Next Step" conference held May 
20-24 at Bethany Theological Semi
nary in Richmond, Ind. The group 
included pastors, district executives, 
national staff, and others with an 
interest in starting new churches. 

Sponsored by Bethany and the 
Church of the Brethren General 
Board's New Church Development 
Committee through the Brethren 
Academy for Ministerial Leadership, 
itwas the first event of its kind 
offered by the Academy. Two previ
ous General Board-sponsored events 
had been held in cooperation with the 
Ashland (Ohio) Theological Seminary 
program of The Brethren Church. 

"The most important thing hap
pen ing here is that we are together," 
said Jay Steele, pastor of the young 
Open Circle congregation in 
Burnsville, Minn., and chair of the 
New Church Development Commit
tee. "We want to have a conversa
tion this week ... and talk about what 
it means to plant churches in a 
Church of the Brethren perspective." 

Presenters from ecumenical con
texts included Jeff Wright of the 
Center for Anabaptist Leadership, 
Steve Sjogren of Vineyard Commu
nity Church, and Cynthia Hale of Ray 
of Hope Christian Church. Bethany 
faculty, General Board Congregational 
Life Ministries director Glenn Tim
mons, and New Church Development 
Committee members also spoke. 

Wright, a consultant who has over
seen a major Mennonite church 
planting effort in the Pacific South
west, spoke at two of the keynote 
sessions and also led six workshops 
during the week. He outlined eight 
specific points for ch~rch planters to 
consider and issued a challenge to 
create a vision and structures that 
faciliate new church development. 

"If you're only planting one church 
every three to five years, I have seri
ous doubt that you're being faithful 
to the call of God," Wright said. 

1. West Bank/Israel. Fourteen people, 
including On Earth Peace co-director Bob 
Gross, traveled to Hebron in late April to 
provide a nonviolent international pres
ence in situations of violence and threat. 
"I was blessed by the opportunity to take 
part in the delegation, and by the exam
ples of many Pa lestinians and Israelis who 
are working for peace and justice," Gross 
said. The General Board's special funds 
recently sent $25,000 to support Church 
World Service relief efforts in the region . 

2. Ashland, Ohio. Twenty-five people rep
resenting all partners of New Life Ministries 
met at The Sandberg Leadership Center April 
23-26 for an intensive time of visioning for 
the ecumenical organization, which focuses 
on evangelism issues and resources. A com
mittee was assigned to finalize the wording 
of new v ision and mission statements. 

3. Chicago. More than 30 American 
church leaders, including Church of the 
Brethren General Board general secretary 
Judy Mills Reimer, met in Chicago in Apri l 
to work at ways of walking more closely 
together and having "an expanded Christ
ian conversation in our nation." The 
network is tentatively calling itself "Christ
ian Churches Together in the USA." The 
Chicago meeting produced a document 
titled" An Invitation to a Journey," express
ing a desire for greater unity in Christ. 

4. Virginia/West Virginia. Brethren 
responded quickly to assist victims of 
severe flooding in the "tristate area" of 
southern West Virginia, eastern Kentucky, 
and southwestern Virginia. The region suf
fered flash floods on May 4, the third time 
in 10 months that the area has been 

flooded. Five disaster child care workers 
were deployed to Welch, W.Va., on May 
14, and cleanup crews were called to 
McDowell County. 

5. Colombia. A $10,000 grant from the 
General Board's Emergency Disaster Fund 
will support a Church World Service pro
ject assisting more than 6,700 Colombians 
affected by civil strife and military and 
guerrilla activity. 

6. Vieques, Puerto Rico. The US Navy 
resumed bombing exercises on the Puerto 
Rican is land of Vieques this spring despite 
ongoing protests. The Church of the 
Brethren has been among those calling for 
an end to exercises on the island, where 
residents live between Navy base areas. 
The General Board in March passed a 
motion expressing "solidarity with the 
people of Vieques and the Puerto Rico 
Brethren" and called for "advocacy on 
their behalf" by General Board staff. 

7. Sudan. A major grant of $87,582 from 
the General Board's Global Food Crisis 
Fund will support a variety of ministries in 
southern regions. Funds will be used to 
continue several projects and to initiate 
new projects in some communities, 
including support for women's develop
ment, schools, a mosquito net project, and 
the purchase of laundry and bathing soap. 

8. East limor. A $5,000 Emergency Disas
ter Fund allocation will support a Church 
World Service appeal, assisting refugees 
who are returning to the fledgling nation 
by Indonesia. The funds will help provide 
emergency food, shelter, water, and health 
and medical provisions. 

Messenger July 2002 



Brethren rejoin homosexuality debate 
The questions have been reopened. 

Others have been wrestling with the issue. 

by Walt Wiltschek 
Now Annual Conference will, too. 

An on line forum on "Homosexuality and the Bible" at the 
website about.com begins with the words, "Christians of 
several denominations are today involved in a painful 
and difficult debate over the degree to which lesbian and 
homosexual persons should be welcomed to serve as 
ministers or in other capacities as leaders of churches." 

A look at today's religion headlines quickly confirms 
this. Many books have been written, and TV news 
anchor Ted Koppel even held a town meeting on the 
issue recently. Among those struggling: 

• The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has been locked in 
a two-decade conflict over the ordination of homosexu
als and related issues, and many observers say the 
possibility of a split still looms. 

In May 2000, the denomination's high court ruled that its 
ministers may conduct "holy union" ceremonies for gay 
couples, as long as the ceremonies are not regarded as 
marriages. An amendment to specifically ban such unions 
in the denomination's Book of Order failed early last year. 

Another amendment, to eliminate a section requir
ing church officers to "live either in fidelity within the 
covenant of marriage between a man and a woman or 
chastity in singleness," passed after heated discussion 
at the General Assembly last summer but ultimately 
failed when it wasn't approved by a majority of the 173 
regional presbyteries. 

• The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America voted 
last summer to begin a four-year, denomination-wide 
study on same-sex relationships and the ordination of 
homosexual persons, with the results to be presented at 
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the ELCA's 2005 Churchwide Assembly. The ELCA cur
rently requires homosexual ministers to be celibate. 

• In the Mennonite Church, a number of congrega
tions have been either expelled or disciplined by 
regional conferences over homosexual issues in recent 
years. In the past year, the Germantown Mennonite 
Church in Philadelphia was placed under discipline in 
the Eastern District Conference after ordaining a 
member of the congregation who was openly gay. 

After nearly a decade of silence, the Church of the 
Brethren has also stepped into the fray in the past year. 

Following the contentious 1993 Annual Conference in 
Indianapolis, a five-year moratorium was placed on bring
ing queries on homosexual-related issues. The action also 
called for discussion and dialog, however, as did the 1983 
Annual Conference Statement on Human Sexuality. 

The Brethren/Mennonite Council for Lesbian and 
Gay Concerns has continued a presence at Conference 
and sponsored a protest last summer in Baltimore, 
criticizing the silencing of homosexual leaders in the 
denomination. Otherwise, however, the denomination 
fell largely quiet on the topic. 

Then the dam broke. 
In August 2001 the Northern Ohio District conference 

approved sending to Annual Conference a query on the 
"licensing and ordination of homosexual persons to min
istry in the Church of the Brethren." It is slated as an item 
of new business for this year's Conference in Louisville. 

In October, the Manchester Church of the Brethren, 



North Manchester, lnd.-one of at least 11 "Open and 
Affirming" congregations in the denomination that are 
part of the Supportive Congregations Network-voted in 
its council meeting to permit same-sex covenant ser
vices as part of the congregation's overall stance of 
treating same-sex couples the same way it treats others. 

Three-quarters of those at the meeting voted in favor 
of the decision, exceeding the two-thirds thresh hold 
set by church leaders. Manchester board chair Dave 
McFadden said, "Some persons within the congrega
tion were unhappy with what we did, and a few have 
decided to leave. Others heard about our decision and 
decided to join the church." 

South/Central Indiana District executives Ron and 
Harriet Finney said almost every district congregation 
expressed disagreement with the decision, feeling that 
the vote went against the 1983 Human Sexuality paper 
and thus against Annual Conference policy. 

"There's been a very strong reaction to our decision," 
McFadden said. "There seems to be very little middle 
ground in regards to people's feelings about the issue 
and the decision we made." 

Manchester member and historian William R. Eberly, 
however, sent an open letter to the district noting that 
congregations have often gone against official Annual 
Conference policies on a variety of issues, from the use of 
tobacco to owning a piano to the peace position. Issues 
related to homosexuality and homosexuals have now 
reached this stage of "plowing new ground," he writes. 

The district board has held several special meetings and 
has been in regular conversation with the Manchester con
gregation over the disagreements. McFadden says those 
conversations have been "very helpful." The Finneys have 
also facilitated a series of "clergy forums" to identify 
common values and engage discussion within the district. 

In addition, the district board has asked Manchester not 
to perform any same-sex covenant services "until the dis
trict has had an opportunity to discuss the ramifications 
of their decision on the larger church." Manchester has 
thus far not performed any covenant services. 

In the meantime, Southeastern District's board in 
March passed a resolution calling for youth from the 
district to boycott sessions at National Youth Confer
ence in which Manchester pastor Susan Boyer and 
Deanna Brown, who has been active in Open and 
Affirming congregations, are speaking. 

A letter from the 2001, 2002, and 2003 Annual Confer
ence moderators followed in May, expressing 
"frustration" with the decisions some congregations 
and districts had made but questioning whether a boy
cott was the proper response. 

"To organize a boycott of those with whom we disagree 
goes down a dangerous and unending path," the three 
write. "To encourage our youth in such a direction sends all 
the wrong messages." They point outthat none of the 
speakers at NYC plan to promote personal views or politics. 

That note of responding with Christlike attitudes was 
sounded again after the Michigan District board in late 
April voted to approve Matthew Smucker, who is openly 

gay, for ordination. It marked the first known time that a 
Brethren district has taken such an action, although the 
Portland Peace congregation is also currently pastored by 
an openly gay minister who came out after his ordination. 

Reaction to the Michigan decision came quickly, espe
cially with the Northern Ohio query already headed to 
Conference. 

"We are not trying to be 'in your face' with Annual Con
ference," Michigan District ministry commission chair 
Doug Reichenbach said. "We're trying to follow a process 
as carefully as we can and with as much compassion as 
we can, and this is what came . . .. (Smucker's) or anyone 
else's sexual orientation is in our mind second to his com
mitment to Christ and the church and to his gifts." 

Smucker, a member of the Skyridge congregation of 
Kalamazoo, Mich., was initially approved for licensing 
in 1999 and graduated from Bethany Theological Semi
nary in 2001, but the ministry commission held off 
recommending him for ordination until he received a 
call, which came from the development office of 
Chicago Theological Seminary. With that in place, the 
board voted in April. After lengthy discernment and a 
closed ballot, a majority voted in favor. 

Brethren Revival Fellowship sent an update to its e
mail list, calling the decision "troubling." Michigan 
District executive Marie Willoughby said she received 
many other responses, most of them in opposition to the 
decision. She reported the decision to the Council of Dis
trict Executives, which urged each district to "respond in 
whatever manner they felt was appropriate," according 
to council chair and Northern Ohio executive Tom 
Zuercher, while emphasizing the need for prayer. 

A number of voices also asked Skyridge to postpone 
Smucker's ordination service, scheduled for June 9, until 
after Annual Conference. The district board revisited its 
April decision in early June, but a vote to suspend the 
ordination process violated parliamentary procedure and 
was dismissed. The ordination proceeded as scheduled. 

Smucker said he did not plan to attend Conference 
but hoped that "healthy dialog" would result from 
Michigan's decision. 

"I never would have chosen this path or even imagined 
this path," Smucker said, "but I faithfully took whatever 
the next step was .... I hope that we can dialog together 
(as a church), because if that doesn't happen then there's 
not much hope for the denomination at all." 

Atlantic Northeast District executive Craig Smith 
drafted a set of four points to guide discussion on this 
and other contentious issues coming to Conference this 
summer. He shared them with his fellow district execu
tives and expanded on them in his district's June 
newsletter. He suggests Christians commit: to not overre
acting, to prayer and scripture, to speaking the truth in 
love, and to participating in the decision-making process. 

"There is no doubt. These are rough times," he writes. 
"Perhaps, these times are of historical significance for us as 
a faith people. If so, your commitments will help the body 

m determine who the Brethren will be as we journey 
further into our 21st century mission and ministry." 
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Deep in the Morgan County hills and hollows, heaven calls out. Children splash 
in galvanized washtubs in the shade of the old tobacco barn, dreaming of cream
covered strawberries and blackberry cobbler. 

Mercy, it's hotter than blazes. But as the sun peeks over the ridges at noon, the 
church remains deep in shadow. No one seeks Jesus there-hasn't for decades. 

Strains of sacred hymns still echo off hard poplar pews, faint and reverent. Or may
be it's just the sound of the walls peeling and ceilings flaking? 

Like the "civilized" missionary women who came to save them, they all left, one 
by one, until no one came at all. Abandoned and forgotten, the church sits in lonely 
silence, a victim of the coal bust . 

Oh, in these Eastern Kentucky foothills, heaven still calls, but there is no one in the 
church to answer. Mute and impotent, the Union Church faces death with bitter grace. 

For most of all, it misses the children. 

"Death of a Church" has been calling out to me since I was a child, vis iting my 
ancestors often in the hills of Eastern Kentucky. When cannel coal-the cleanest 
and hottest burning type available-was discovered there around 1900, the coal 
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Left to right: Sign nearby. Mayor of Slade, a small Appalachian town 

near Union Church. Opposite: Side of schoolhouse near church. Stained 

glass windows from inside . 

. . . the church remains deep in 
shadow. No one seeks Jesus 

there-hasn't for decades. 



company constructed a school, a post off ice, and the Cannel City Union Church 
that was t he envy of any rura l comm unity. My mother, grandparents, and great 
grandparents lived there. They all went to the church. 

The church was the spir it ual and cu ltural center of the community (it was "shared" 
by five different denominations on a rotating weekly basis) unt il the Depres
sion and the use of natural gas and ~lectric ity virtually rendered coal from that 
location unprofitab le. 

The workers moved out, the population dwindled to near nothing, and no one was 
left to go to the Union Church. Most churchgoing members of the community now 
attend ind igenous rural chu rches in the area. 

One of my favorite quotes comes from the woman who keeps an eye on the decay
ing property, Hattie Benton, who says about the town: "The young peop le move 
out as soon as they can , and the old people just die." 

My great uncle, Ronald Perkins, the town elder, put the church's situation bluntly: 
"It closed because nobody came to church any more." My great uncle and aunt are 
the only family left there. I love to take my family down to visit them and cherish 
my memories of the area and my Appa lachian heritage. 
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How would our churches be different if we learned to care for others like Jesus cares for us? 

Daniel Ulrich and Janice Fairchild offer a helpful guide that shows us what it means to practice 

"J esuscare" as taught in Matthew 18. Bible study, real life examples, and exercises invite you to 

practice these values and become a part of the caring community of believers that Jesus desires. 
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Left to right: Old piano at the church. 

Hattie Benton lives next door and keeps an eye on the property. 

View from the pulpit. Opposite: Decaying foyer of Union Church. 

Appalachian people are strong, moral, and quiet. Much of our history was passed 
down through the generations in stories and song. Not much was written down. 
My Appalachian heritage made me who I am, shaping my values, morals, and 
importance of family and views on the world . Unfortunately, like the walls crum
bling at the church, the Appalachian culture is fading away too. 

The Cannel City Union Church has been vacant since 1961 (the year I was born) and 
it sits rotting from the inside out, ignored and unused-a monument of peeling 
paint, broken stained glass, and flaking ceilings. 

I see a scary analogy to modern churches-they must evolve and change or people 
wil l go elsewhere and the church wil l die from within . No one will be left-only 
four wal ls that eventually collapse. 

The same can be said about our society and life itself. I invite you to think about 
that a bit . 
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Below: Church interior. Right, top to bottom: Post office, Cannel City, Ky. 

Ronald Perkins, Cannel City's oldest citizen, recalls the Union Church's history. 

Church interior view of the piano . 
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About the 
photographer 

Robert Miller is a fine art 

photographer residing in 

New Carlisle, Ohio, with his 

wi fe, Marjorie, and two sons, 

Ryan, 14, and Matthew, 9. 

He teaches music and fine 

arts at Kitty Hawk Elementary 

School in Huber Heights, 

Ohio . He is a lifelong member 

of the New Carlisle Church 

of the Brethren, where he 

and Marjorie are junior high 

youth group leaders. 

The photographs in this 
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exhib ited in the Church of the 

Brethren General Offices in 

Elgin, 111., during October, 
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Seminary, Richmond , Ind ., 

in November. 

More information about 
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found on his website at 

www.robertm illeronline.com. 
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The Revelation of 
Cool Breeze 

. Author Lee 
Griffith recalls 

his conversion in 
a BVS soup 

kitchen 

by Lee Griffith 
illustrations by David Van Delinder 



Editor's note: In his book The War on Terrorism and the 

Terror of God (Eerdmans, 2002, 400 pp., $29), Lee Griffith 

analyzes the culture of violence and points the way to a the

ology of peace. A teacher, author, and social activist in 

Elm ira, N.Y., Griffith is a graduate of Bethany Theological 

Seminary and a former Brethren Vo lunteer Service worker. 

He credits several Brethren as teachers: Dale Aukerman, 

Dale Brown, Don Durnbaugh, Paul Grout, and Cliff and 

Arl ene Kindy among them. MESSENGER has received permis

sion to publish an excerpt from Griffith's new book, in which 

the author describes a conve rsion experience he had as a 

BVSer working in a Washington, D.C., soup kitchen. 

And then there was the word of God in the soup 
kitchen. Over the past years, I count myself as for 
tunate to have been able to volunteer from time to 
time in free kitchens in several cities. I never did 
much- just chopped some potatoes and washed 
some dishes-but I got much in return. I got to 
meet people and I grew to learn that folks on the 
bottom of the social ladder can be as happy or 
as sad, as friendly or as obnoxious as folks at 
the top. When I graduated from seminary in 
1975, I joined Brethren Volunteer Service 
and I was sent to Washington, D.C., to work 
with the free kitchen run by the Community 
for Creative Nonviolence. I got to meet Mar-
garet there. Winter and summer, Margaret 
wore a big, heavy coat, and each morning when 
she came into the kitchen, she would reach inside 
the coat and pull out a meat cleaver and wave it in 
the air and call out, "Good morning, everybody. 
How are you-all doing this morn-
ing?" And then she would put the 
meat cleaver back inside her coat, 
sit down, and calmly have some 
food. It was Margaret's way of 
saying, "Don't you try to jump me 
in the back alley." But Margaret 
was never known to hurt a single 
soul. And then there was North 

But this I do know. As day broke and Scott and I 
left the kitchen, I knew it to be absolutely true-

there will be a new heaven and a new earth. 

Carolina. He lived in a big card-
board box about two blocks from 
the kitchen. He once found a har-
monica in the trash somewhere and he used it to 
provide music for the kitchen. North Carolina was 
also the kitchen philosopher. He would sit back 
and talk about how every time he wanted to go 
uptown, the bus was headed downtown, but it 
didn't really matter because who had money for 
the bus anyhow and life is like that, isn't it. 

Well, in December 1975, I did have money for the 
bus and I went to Chicago for a few days to visit with 
some friends. It was there that I received news that 
North Carolina had died. On a colder than usual 
Washington, D.C., night, he had been killed by 
hypothermia in his cardboard home. I returned to 
D.C. for the funeral and the mourning and the guilt 
that was all felt at the Community. The Community 
hospitality house for homeless people was already 

And we are going to be there. 
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filled to overflowing. What could be done to pre
vent more deaths? Scott Wright, one of our 
Community members, suggested that we should 
go down to the kitchen and keep it open all night. 
There weren't any beds, but people could share 
some warmth and some coffee and maybe some 
space to rest their heads on the tables. 

It was already night when Scott and I arrived 
at the kitchen. I remember being tired and 
grouchy from the bus trip and the emotional 
intensity of the funeral, so I just vegetated in a 
corner while Scott set up all the chairs and 
turned on the coffee. There were no lights in 
the front of the building, so Scott put some 
candles out on the sidewalk to let our friends 
know that the kitchen was open. Slowly, the 
ragtag group started coming in from the cold. 

We missed North Carolina's harmonica, so 
Scott asked, "Does anyone want to sing anything 
or does anyone want to recite some poems or 
hear some readings?" Well, who should speak up 
but a no -good old wino named Cool Breeze. Cool 
Breeze was trouble every time you saw him. He 
was always obnoxious and he was always trying to 
sneak his bottle of cheap wine into the kitchen so 
he could just drink away and start trouble. So 
Cool Breeze speaks up, half drunk already, slur
ring his words he says, "Yah, I wanna hear 
somethin' from the Bible." Sitting over in my 

That was one of several conversion experiences in my life. What was it? Was it 

those words of promise spoken in a ramshackle setting? Was it the conjoining 

of the voices? The voice of Scott, a man of gentle faith and nonviolence, with 

the rough and slurred voice of Cool Breeze? 
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grouchy corner, I thought, "Right-as if that 
wino knows anything about the Bible." Scott 
explained that there weren't any Bibles at the 
kitchen. We kept the Bibles back at the house 
because we didn't want folks to feel like they 
had to buy our faith in order to get free food . 
"No problem," said Cool Breeze, and he 
pulled a Bible out of his coat and handed it to 
Scott. Turns out that the Bible had been given 

· to Cool Breeze by the Gideons during one of 
his many trips to jail on public intoxication 
charges. "What do you want to hear?" asked 
Scott. And just like he knew what he was 
talking about, that old wino Cool Breeze said, 
"The Revelation to Saint John, chapter 
twenty-one, verses one through seven." 

Scott read, and right from the very first 
word, Cool Breeze recited along: "Then I 
saw a new heaven and a new earth . ... " 
Cool Breeze- his words were slurred, but 
there was no mistaking it. It was Revela
tion 21, the word of God spoken in a way 
I had never quite heard before or since. 
" . .. and God himself will be with them; 
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; mourning and 
crying and pain will be no more . . . . See, I 
am making all things new." 

Well, for reasons I do not understand, 
that was one of several conversion experi
ences in my life. What was it? Was it those 
words of promise spoken in a ramshackle 
setting? Was it the conjoining of the 
voices? The voice of Scott, a man of gentle 
faith and nonviolence, with the rough and 
slurred voice of Cool Breeze, also a man of 
faith who had been brought low by the 
great society as surely as by his bottle? Or 
was it simply fatigue that left me open to 
hearing these verses of scripture in my 
guts as well as in my ears? I do not know. 

But this I do know. As day broke and 
Scott and I left the kitchen, I knew it to be 
absolutely true- there will be a new 
heaven and a new earth . And we are going 
to be there. Oh, we may be transformed. 
We may not have our finery and our fancy 
attitudes, but we're going to be there. And 
Margaret, she may not have her meat 
cleaver, but she's going to be there too . 
And North Carolina, he's going to be 
there too . And that no-good old wino Cool 
Breeze, he's going to be there too. 

Maranatha. Come, Lord Jesus. 

From Lee Griffith, The War on Terrorism and the Terror m 
of God,© 2002 Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 

Grand Rapids, Mich. Used by permission; all rights reserved. 

To order this title, contact the publisher at 800-253-7521 or 

visit www.eerdmans.com. It may also ordered from Brethren 

Press by calling 800-441-3712. 

FALL 2002 TOURS 
IRELAND (September 20 - October l ) 

FALL FOLIAGE TOUR in NEW ENGLAND 
(October 8-1 4) 

SERVICE TOUR to ISRAEL (NAZARETH VILLAGE) 
(October 25 - November 7) 

VIETNAM (November 6-24) 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE TOUR to PENNSYLVANIA 
(November 28 - December 3) 

2003 TOURS 
JAMAICA SERVICE TOUR 
(January 2 4 - February 2) 

PARAGUAY SERVICE TOUR (April 3-17) 
RUSSIA and UKRAINE (May 23 - June 6) 

From PENNSYLVANIA to ONTARIO 
(May 28 - June 2) 

In the FOOTSTEPS of the APOSTLE PAUL 
(May 30 - June 15) 

EUROPEAN HERITAGE (June 9-25) 
CHINA (June - TBA) 

ALASKA (June 25 - July 7) 
MAJESTIC CANADIAN ROCKIES (July 7-20) 

MENNONITE WORLD CONFERENCE 
(AFRICA 2003) (8 tours offered in August) 

GERMANY and SWITZERLAND 
(October 9-23) 

Ephesians 

''Bil/Ming bridges among. Mennonites arid other Christians 
around the world through custom-designed travel." 

\ IT'S NQT.l'OQ 
.I.ATE TOJOIN A 

tOURMAGINr\TION 
TOURIN 

2002&2003 

,~41,L !;-800-56-'?-0451 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
·>· AND TQBOOKYOUR0TOUR 

E-MAIL: offic~@tourmaginotion.com 
WEB: www:tourmaginotipJ1.COm 

9 Willow S tree! 
Waterloo, ON, Conoda N2J 1V6 
Reg, #l.567624 

"Gives penetrating challenges to Anabaptist 
and mainline pastors and laity. Thomas R. 
Yoder Neufeld's deep love for Ephesians is 
evident throughout. His writing on the 
much-debated Household Code is the best 
I've seen. He takes the armor in Ephesians 

Herald 
Press 

6 as positive action to powerfully equip the 
church for waging God's justice and peace." 
- Marva]. Dawn, Spiritual Theology, 
Regent College 

"Simply outstanding contribution on_ 
Ephesians." -Andrew T. Lincoln, 
University of Gloucestershire 

Paper. 400 pages. $24.99; 
in Canada $38.99 

Orders: 1800 245-7894 
www.mph.org 
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A story of new life in Christ 

TESTIMONY 
I knew that God was 

trying to get my 
attention. He did, and for 

the first time I knew 
what I needed to do with 
my life. And I knew that I 

wasn't worthless. 

Holly and Rick Workman with sons 

Austin, center, and Alex. 

The following is a story of change and 
forgiveness God has brought into the 
lives of Rick and Holly Workman. They 
are members of the Dupont (Ohio) 
Church of the Brethren and are actively 
serving God and growing in their new 
relationship with Him. We hope as you 
read their story of change you will be 
motivated to share your faith. 

Rick: In my teenage years I became a 
tough young man. I fought a lot and 
loved to race cars down the street. I 
also loved the girls. At age 16 I dated a 
girl and I got her pregnant. I decided to 
marry her and I moved out of my par
ents' home to be on my own with my 
new family. Even though I now had a 
family to take care of, that didn't stop 
my party time. I drank a lot and got 
into some drugs . I wasn't anywhere 
near God like I should have been. 

Many years passed and nothing 
changed. Then in 1996 I had gotten 
drunk one night and decided to go for a 
drive and sell my automatic weapons that 
I had. I had been seen by state patrolmen 
and was chased down. They caught me 
hiding in a cornfield and took me to jail. 
I had many charges against me that 
night, one of which was that they said I 
had tried to kill an officer. They put a 
$39,000 bond on me, with no bail. 

Things didn't look very good for me at 
that moment. But there was a light at the 
end of my tunnel. My mother was a 
Christian, attending Dupont Church of 
the Brethren, and had asked her pastor to 
go visit me in jail. He came to see me and 
prayed with me for a miracle. I asked for 
God's forgiveness and accepted Christ as 
my Savior . On the day of my court 
appearance I was charged with a DUI, 
and fleeing and eluding the police. All 
other material in my case was lost. I was 
released on my own recognizance. 

After I returned home to my wife and 
three children I told them we were going 
to church from now on. We did, and for 
a while things were great, but shortly 
after this my wife decided she wanted a 
divorce and didn't like the change in 
me. I wasn't happy being without my 
family but I had no other choice. 

One day while I was eating at a 
restaurant with some friends from work 
I met a waitress. Her name was Holly. 

Holly: I, like Rick, had been raised in a 
Christian home. But I had fallen away 
from God in my teenage years. I had a 
rough time then because I had hidden 
my feelings from being sexually 
molested and date -raped. I didn't speak 
of it to anyone until I was in my 20s. I 
felt worthless and as a result of that I 
became promiscuous, I drank, smoked, 
and even did some drugs. 

After I graduated from high school I 
dated a guy and became pregnant soon 
after. We got married and five years 
latter we got divorced. I and my two 
children moved to a house in another 
town where I got a job as a waitress. I 
was seeing a man who I didn't love at 
this time, and I ended up being preg
nant and noticed that I was very sick. I 
knew there was something wrong but I 
kept pretending there wasn't. 

I met a man one day while waitress
ing. His name was Rick. He ·and I 
talked and began to see each other. I 
told him that I was pregnant but to my 
surprise he didn't mind. I was scared 
because I felt so terrible and sick. I told 
Rick that I wasn't sure I wanted to have 
the baby. No one knew I was pregnant 
in my family and I couldn't bear to tell 
them that I had gotten pregnant again 
out of wedlock. So I told Rick that I 
was going to have an abortion. He said 
he would watch my kids while I went to 







have it done. We both felt very guilty. 
Rick felt guilty because he hadn't done 

anything to stop me and felt just as 
responsible. And I felt guilty because 
after it was over, I knew what I had 
done. I was completely numb. On my 
six-week checkup the doctor told me that 
my pap test was abnormal. She sent me 
to a specialist and more tests were done. 

They found out a short time later 
that I had cervical cancer. The doctor 
knew of the abortion and stated that if 
I hadn't had it, and tried to have the 
child, that it was extremely possible 
neither one of us would have made it. I 
was given two choices of how to treat 
the cancer, radiation or radical hys
terectomy. I chose the surgery and had 
the operation in January 1999. Both 
my family and Rick were there beside 
me through the whole ordeal. 

I made it through and I believe that it 
was because of God. Rick's mother sent 
the pastor of her church to visit me in the 
hospital and we prayed. And while I was 
in the hospital, I took a look at my life and 

Are you seeking the 

wayof 
peace? 

Perspectives 
Peace: God's Infinite Justice 

by Virginia Wiles 

Patriotism and Faith 
by David R. Miller 

Understanding Islam 
by David Metzler 

Perspectives is a series of essays on faith issues 
that face Christians today and is designed to 

foster personal reflection and group discussion. 
$2.50 per copy. 

~ New from Brethren Press. 

Brethren Press 

1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120-1694 
phone 800-441-3712 fax 800-667-8188 
e-mail brechrenprnss_gb@brethren.org 

where I was going if I didn't change the 
way I was living. I decided I wasn't going 
to live that way anymore. I prayed for God 
to forgive me and made a commitment to 
serve him and to follow Jesus. While I was 
there I thought of a time when I was 
singing in my parents' church when I was 
16 or so and a man from the congregation 
had approached me afterward. 

He was crying and said that God had 
spoken to him while I was singing and 
had a message for me. I was to sing for 
God, but I needed to seek God first. 
And at that moment I knew that God 
was trying to get my attention. He did, 
and for the first time I knew what I 
needed to do with my life. And I knew 
that I wasn't worthless. 

The pastor of Dupont Church of the 
Brethren married Rick and me just two 
months after my surgery, on March 21, 
1999. We realize that God brought us 
together and we praise him for that. 
He has never let us down and takes 
care of all our needs. 

God has blessed me with a new 

family, a voice, and a loving church 
family that loves us no matter what 
we've done in our past. When Satan 
tries to discourage us by telling us that 
we could never be forgiven for the 
things we've done, we turn to God's 
promises and pray. We just trust in Him 
to pull us through, and he always does. 
We only want to please God and do his 
will in our lives. And we give God all the 
praise and glory for all he has brought 
us through, and what is still to come. 

Doug Price, associate pastor, Dupont 
Church of the Brethren: As a church 
we celebrate with Rick and Holly the 
new life they have found in Jesus . He 
loves us each so much and longs to 
enter a relationship with us. As God's 
people let's be aware that there are 
many hurting people around us who 
need God's love and forgiveness. We 
who know Christ each have a story to 
tell of God's love and forgiveness in 
our lives. Let's reach out and let ff11 
God use us to change the world. ii6ii 

Discover the 
History of Careglvlng 

Order a copy of the spring issue of Caregiving and 
receive Brethren archivist Ken Shaffer's article 
about the history of caring ministries in the 
Church of the Brethren. This special 50th 
anniversary issue includes stories from the 
people who have been involved in what is 
now the Association of Brethren Caregivers. 

Caregiving is a quarterly publication full of news 
about deacons, family life, older adults and the 
caring ministries of the church. Copies of this 
special 50th anniversary issue are available 
for $3.50. Annual subscriptions are $10. 

Order your special copy today! Call the Association 
of Brethren Caregivers at (800) 323-8039. 

~ Association of 
Brethren Caregivers 
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LETTERS 

,, There a re strong strands of God's peace and justice in a 11 major 
faiths. I am convinced that if Christians want to play a vital 

role in the wider world, we must begin to acknowledge and 
respect the truths that have been revea I ed to others. ,, 

Can't have the flag both ways 

It seems that the leadership of our Church 
of the Brethren is very much divided on 
whether to permit the flag of the United 
States in a church [See "Faith and the 
flag," April issue]. Some of our leader
ship wish our church to be free and 
independent of any connection with the 
government of the United States. 

This attitude is understandable, but it 
would be easier to understand if that 
same leadership were not constant ly 
te lling the US government what to do. 
The same issue of MESSENGER which 
reprinted the article about the American 
flag in church also had an editorial 
urging the government to alter its wet -

Bethany 
Theological 
Seminary 

FACULTY OPENING 

Bethany seeks applications 
for the full-time position of Assistant 
Professor and Director of the 
Institute for Ministry with Youth and 
Young Adults. Starting date: 
January I, 2003 (negotiable). Fora 
description of responsibilities and 
qualifications, see "Position 
Openings" at the Seminary's 
homepage, www.brethren.org/ 
bethany or call (765) 983-1 821 to 
request a copy. 

Applicants should send letter of 
application and cuJTiculum vitae, and 
request three references to submit 
letters of recommendation, to: 

Academic Dean 
Bethany Theological Seminary 

615 National Road West 
Richmond, LN 47374-4019 

Deadline for Applications: 
August 15, 2002 
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fare reform laws. Our church leadership 
has urged the passage of campaign 
finance reform; it has endorsed the 
Endangered Species Act; it has called for 
an end to aid to El Salvador and an end 
to sanctions against Cuba; it has 
demanded that the government close its 
School of the Americas, etc., etc. It has a 
Washington Office which tries to influ
ence the government. It has accepted 
money from the government for its New 
Windsor Service Center. 

Our church should not say we are 
ashamed of the United States flag and the 
United States government, that we will 
have nothing to do with it, and then turn 
around and demand that that government 
do what the church tells it to do. 

Walter McSherry 
Spartanburg, S.C. 

God's peace is in all faiths 

Recently a Church of the Brethren friend 
commented that "there are two groups 
of people in the Middle East conflict 
who need to accept the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Savior and their guide, 
then learn how to love each other and 
act that out." 

I agree that if everyone followed 
Jesus' teachings, all war and violence 
would end. But I am troubled by the 
suggestion that everyone becoming a 
Christian is the answer to the problems 
of war and peace. I do find the clearest 
expression of God's nonviolent love in 
the Christian scriptures and welcome 
opportunities to share that joy. How
ever, in recent years God has brought 
me in contact with many people of other 
faiths. I see that God has been sharing 
the vision of equality, love, and peace 
with many who are not Christian in 
name. I have learned to know many 
wonderful people who are more "Christ
like" in their actions than some who 
claim to be Christians. 

There are strong strands of God's 
peace and justice in all major faiths. I 
am convinced that if Christians want to 
play a vital role in the wider world , we 
must begin to acknowledge and respect 
the truths that have been revealed to 
others. 

I have struggled with the scripture that 
quotes Jesus as saying, "No one comes 
to the Father except by me." While I 
have come to doubt that Jesus actually 
said those words, since I accept that he 
may have spoken them, I have tried to 
come to a satisfying understanding of 
what they might mean. 

I understand the Gospel of John to 
use "the Word" as the "essence" of the 
message which God sent to us through 
Jesus. Is it not possible that God could 
share this essence with other people 
through other means? 

Esther Mohler Ho 
Hayward, Cal if . 

Recruited for Vietnam 

Thank you for your editorial, "Epipha
nies of recruitment," in the May issue. 
Your sentiment resonates with my expe
rience. 

I was just out of college in the late 
1960s and in BVS training at New 
Windsor. I had a passion for the rights 
of the Palestinians and a curiosity 
about how the peop le of Eastern 
Europe were holding up under Soviet 
domination. I knew about the war in 
Vietnam, had even marched in protest 
against American involvement there. 
But it was rather far away. 

The BVS training staff took us to hear 
a Quaker who had worked with the 
American Friends Service Committee in 
Vietnam, if I remember correctly. When 
he finished, everybody else got up and 
walked away, whi le I could not move. I 
sat there with my arms draped over the 
chair in the row in front of me, saying, 



"Yes. That's what I want to do ." From 
that moment I had a quiet assurance 
that my BVS assignment was to be in 
Vietnam. 

BVS did assign me to work in Vietnam, 
with Church World Service. I spent a total 
of five years there. A deep hunger cer
tainly existed among the Vietnamese in 
the middle of that war. However, it seems 
a bit strange to speak about a deep glad
ness in me, given the incredible violence 
that surrounded me from time to time. 
Yet I can speak of a deep confidence that I 
was where I was supposed to be, the 
place to which God had called me. The 
world's deep hunger and my quite assur
ance, given by the Holy Spirit, met and 
enabled me to serve with confidence. 

Now, almost 30 years later, I still work 
for Church World Service, interpreting 
the lives of people around the world to 
our supporters here in the United States. 
I thank God that I am deeply glad- most 
of the time- about my work. 

Dennis E. Metzger 
Chatham, Ill. 

On Earth 
Peace 

Beware the popular culture 

I am writing in response to the brief 
article that appeared in the April issue, 
reporting Leonard Sweet's appearance 
at the Anabaptist Evangelism Council. 
While I d id not attend this conference, I 
was troubled by the uncritical way in 
which his address was recounted . 

The Church of the Brethren is one 
denomination that has, to some degree, 
resisted the forces of cultural change in 
an effort to preserve its rich theological 
history. While the Brethren may be 
guilty of paying too much homage to 
their past, many segments of the Christ
ian church have lost all connection with 
the agents that have worked to preserve 
Christianity over the last 2,000 years. 
Sweet's work only serves to reinforce 
this break with the past, as he encour
ages the church to mold itself to the 
culture of today {See his book 
AquaChurch). Sweet's message leads 
the church dangerously close to a mar
riage with popular culture. 

$102.46 
To the Northern Colorado 
congregation rt was simply 
their monthly Two Cents a 
Meal offering to the Global 
Food Crisis Fund. 

To four families in Guat
emala, rt will mean a new 
adobe stove-saving trees, 
labor, and lungs. 

Our grits go further than 
we think! 

a --..__/ 

1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 
800.323.8039 

The Ministry of Reconciliation Program 
Announces 

Workshops in Conflict Transformation 

Mediating Interpersonal Conflict 
A five-day workshop on basic skills for conflict mediators 

North Manchester, Indiana 
July 15, 19, 2002 

Conflict Transformation Skills 
for Church Leaders Workshop for Conflict Practitioners 

A two-day workshop for Discipleship & 
Reconciliation Teams, mediators, consultants, A one-day workshop on leadership, conflict, and 

communication especially for pastors, deacons, 
and those facilitating meetings 

Richmond, Indiana, October 5, 2002 
(more to be scheduled) 

and all those in reconciling roles 
Camp Alexander Mack, Milford, Indiana 

November 14,16, 2002 

At request, the Ministry of Reconciliation also offers Matthew 18 Workshops on faith and conflict for congregations. 

On Earth Peace is a movement grounded in the Church of the Brethren 
and dedicated to following the teachings of Jesus Christ in living out our biblical and denominational heritage of peace. 
On Earth Peace, PO Box 188, New Windsor, MD 21776; 410-635-8704; oepa_oepa@brethren.org 

Messenger July 2002111 



LETTERS 

However, Scripture teaches that Chris
tians are to mix it up with the secular 
world, without getting mixed up in it. 

According to the article, Sweet empha
sized that "The message of Jesus doesn't 
change, just the container it is poured 
in." The container of the message of 

Jesus is the Bible. How do we go about 
changing that container? 

Sweet suggests that the image on the 
screen, rather than the word, is the 
means by which the gospel will touch the 
current generation of believers and non
believers. Why then, I must ask, did God 

"As shoes fo r your feet put on whatever will make you ready to 

proclaim the gospel of peace." Ephesians 6,15 

These letters are a testimony that real j oy in li fe comes from bold and 

active faith. They don ' t h ave g r ea t successes t o share. They don't 

represen t a growing move ment. In fact, the wr ite r s a r e part of a 

minuscule minority for peace in a world that mainly o p erates by force . 

Instead , they speak to the hope t h at is within u s when we live out the 

gos p el ca ll to b e people o f God 's p eace.New from Brethren Press. $8.oo. 

fL. 
Brethren Press· 

This day. 
1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, Illinois 60120 -1694 

phone 800-441-3712 fax 8 00- 667 - 8188 e-mail brethrenpress_gb@brethren .org 
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choose to commun icate His timeless 
message through the Word, Jesus Christ 
(John 1 )? We are warned so often 
throughout Scripture about worshiping 
the image rather than the Word . 

We must not grow weary of question
ing the latest greatest ministry 
techniques. 

Matthew Hershey 
Denver, Colo. 

Department of Peace 

Peace needs all the help it can get. 
Anyone interested in peace can now 
participate in the establishment of a 
Department of Peace in the federal gov
ernment. 

Its mission would be to hold peace as 
an organizing principle, endeavoring to 
promote justice, democratic princip les, 
and human rights. It would strengthen 
non-military means of peacemaking and 
would work to prevent violence and 
armed conflict. The development of 
policies that promote national and inter-

Books by 
Noah Martin, D.Min. 
Church of the Brethren pastor, 

author, cmmselor 

Tears in a Bottle 
offers faith, comfort and hope 

when you suffer loss 

The King Jehoshaphat 
Principle: Seven Spiritual 

Principles for Success 
offers faith, courage, and action 

when you face a crisis 

To order call (814) 535-8202 or through 
Brethren Press (800) 441-3712 



national conflict prevention would be 
part of the proposal, as would policies 
that promote nonviolent intervention, 
mediation, and structured resolution of 
conflict. It encourages the development 
of initiatives from local communities, 
rel igious groups, and nongovernmental 
organizations. 

Carolyn Shenk 
Bel Ai r, Md. 

For more information on the bill and/or handles for advo

cacy action, contact the Church of the Brethren 

Washington Office at 202-546-3202 . 

Too many hangers-on 

I hope that something within the 
church begins to stir and ferment. 
Someone wrote that we needn't be a 
large church, and that is correct . But 
those who choose the Brethren way 
need to learn why, and to form a com
mitment to what they choose. I feel 
we have too many hangers-on. A 
"me" generation may now change 
with the advent of a real, live threat of 

terrorist activity. 
I would like to see all churches gain in 

strength, and that doesn't always mean 
numbers. For those who believe in end
time prophecies, I'd say something is 
looking likely. 

Travel with purpose-(Bohrer Tours, Indianapolis, 
Ind.) SOUTH PACIFIC EXPLORER, May 5-21, 2003, 
visiting New Zealand and Australia . Special places of 
interest- Queenstown, Christchurch, Melbourne, 
Sidney, Canberra, Cairns, The Great Barrier Reef 
Excursion. For information, contact Bohrer Tours, 
Wendell and Joan Bohrer, 8520 Royal Meadow Drive, 
Indianapolis, IN 46217; tel/fax 1-317-882-5067, cell 1-
317-201-3847, e-mail rdwboh@strato.net or 
rdwboh@aol.com. 

Join MENNONITE YOUR WAY TOURS and "travel 
with a purpose." Become a part of the larger 
Anabaptist family as you travel. A few spaces 
remain on 2002 tours. Consider a tour in 2003-
Hawaii 4 Islands (February), Texas Flowers (April), 

I45I Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60I20-I694 
phone 800-441-3712 fax 800-667-8188 

I wish I knew how to get more people 
to subscribe to and read MESSENGER. I do 
believe that would be a binding factor 
and something we badly need. 

Jean Winters 
Eglon, W. Va. 

CLASSIFIEDADS 
Southwest Parks (May), Canadian Rockies (June), 
Alaska (July), E. African Safari (August), Maritime 
Provinces (September), Circle Tour of Lake Michigan 
(October), Australia/New Zealand (November). 
Request itineraries: MYW TOURS, Box 425, 
Landisville, PA 17538; 717-653-9288 or 800-296-1991 . 

Spread the Word! Use MESSENGER classifieds to let 
people know what's going on. $65 purchases a 
single issue insertion of up to 80 words. 50 
cents a word beyond 80 words. Frequency discounts 
are available. Submit ads via fax: 847-742-1407, e
mail: messengerads_gb@brethren.org or letter: 
MESSENGER Classifieds, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin IL 
60120. Deadline is first of month prior to month of 
publication. Advertise today! 
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REMEMBERED 

A man of God and butterflies 
ERNEST M. SHULL: 1915-2002 

by William R. Eberly 

E rnie Shull was a minister and mis
sionary. 
After graduating from Manchester 

College and Bethany Theological Seminary, 
he and his wife, Lois, served as missionaries 
in India from 1946 to 1964. He was youth 
director and principal of the Dangs Rural 
School. He served as moderator of the 
Second District of India five times and was 
moderator of two churches in the district. A 
member of the Manchester Church of the 
Brethren for many hears, he died March 18 at 
home in North Manchester, Ind., at age 86. 

Ernie Shull was a sociologist and anthro 
pologist. He had a degree from Hartford 
Seminary in Connecticut and additional stud
ies at Cornell University, the University of 
Chicago, and Ball State University. After he 
returned from the mission field , he taught 
high school biology for a year and filled an 
interim position in sociology at Manchester 
College. He then was employed by Saint 
Francis College in Fort Wayne, Ind., to teach 
sociology and social work. He retired in 1980 
as associate professor emeritus of sociology. 

Ernie Shull was a naturalist. He was a col
lector of natural history specimens, especially 
birds and butterflies and moths. His mother 
made Ernie his first butterfly net from an old 
curtain when he was just five years old. While 
in India, he collected many specimens which 
he sent to the American Museum of Natural 
History in New York. By 1964, he had sent 
the museum nearly 11,000 insect specimens, 
mostly butterflies and moths. 

Dr. Shull became a world authority on 
the classification and biology of butter
flies. He was consulted by many 
scientists around the world, includ
ing Dr. Paul Ehrlich (of Population 
Bomb fame) from California. He 
delighted in discovering new 
species or new distribution records 
for a specific area, or state, or coun
try. He compiled new records for 
126 organisms, including a totally 
new species of spider, which was 
named in his honor, Misumenoides 
shulli. He kept records of the great-
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est number of species of butterflies he had col
lected in a day. Once in India he collected more 
than 100 species in a single day, a world record 
only recently broken. 

Among his nearly 100 publications are arti
cles dealing with church work in general, the 
Indian mission work, culture and anthropol 
ogy, and natural history articles on birds, 
butterflies, moths, and other animals. His 
best known publication is a 262 -page book, 
The Butterflies of Indiana, illustrated by 50 
full-color plates showing all the butterfly 
species found in Indiana in natural size. Pub
lished in 1987, this book has long been 
regarded as one of the most beautiful and 
authoritative statewide books on butterflies 
ever published. This truly was Ernie's 
magnum opus. 

William R. Eberly, of North Manchester, Ind., is a retired profes
sor of biology at Manchester College and was Annual Conference 
moderator in 1980. He was a campe r at Camp Mack when he 
first met Ernie Shull, then a counse lor, in the early 1940s. Some 

40 years later. as president of the Indiana Academy of Science 
and chair of its publications committee, Eberly helped to get pub

lished The Butterflies of Indiana. 

This month's Turning Points 
include all listings received prior to 
May 29 not previously published. 
Please send information to Verneda 
Cole, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 
60120; 800 323-8039 X 247 ; 
vcole_gb@brethren.org. Informa
tion must be complete in order to 
be publ ished. 

New members 

Ashland Dickey, Ashland, Ohio, 
Mildred Meluch, Alyssa Long 

Big Creek, Cushing, Okla.: Steven 
Townley 

Blue Ridge, Va. : Mary Persinger, 
Les Boyd, Mary Boyd, Marvin 
Edwards , Martha Edwards, 
Aaron Thomas 

Brandts, Saint Thomas, Pa.: Mindy 
Nunemaker, Charles Raker, 
Landon Hollenshead, Brandy 
Leab, Jody Cave, Daryl 
Edmundson 

Bridgewater, Va.: Will Arey, Scott 
Flora, Courtney Flory, Carl 
McIntyre, Rachel Rees , Matthew 
Rinker 

Brook Park, Ohio: Cindi Meadows 
Brownsville, Md.: Allie Mullenix, 

Jared Vaughn, Rickey Vaughn, 
Andrea Warren , Brad Wyand, 
Chris Easterday, Jessica Hanes, 
Kristen Jennings, Victoria Jen
nings, Bryan Kaetzel, Danielle 
Wyand , Kim Wyand , Jennie 
O'Leary 

Bush Creek, Monrovia, Md.: Lena 
Harbaugh, Carroll Miller, Kerry 
Trout, Wayne McKenzie, Joan 
McKenzie, Kathy Kinnaman 

Chiqucs , Manheim, Pa.: Ashley 
Ebersole, Heather Haldeman , 
Bradford Hess, Rachel Yeater, 
Peter Williams, Rebecca 
Williams, Jennifer Brandt, Ryan 
Faus, Stephen Geib, Theresa 
Roadcap, Megan Gingrich, 
Chester Shenk, Bobby Hershey, 
Jennifer Hershey 

Church of the Living Savior, 
McFarland , Cal if.: Joe Alston, 
Martha Alston , Don Brewer, 
Nancy Brewer, Stephen Brewer, 
Joanna Brewer, Michael Brewer, 
Mary Grace Brewer, Daniel 
Brewer, Kassie Gorman, Korrin 
Gorman, Devin Shick, Michelle 
Staggs, KC Staggs, Linda Tosa 

Columbia United Christian, 
Columbia, Md.: Pete Bulka, Bart 
Elder, Kelsey Elder, Dorothy 
Hager, Lauren Hager, Brian 
Knapp, Alison Kneeland, Alena 
Kuh lemeier, Nick Bulka 

Community of. Joy, Salisbury, Md.: 
Janice Miller 

Everett, Pa. : Tom Ratliff, Bettie 
Ratliff 

Fairview, Cordova, Md.: Belinda 
McNeal, Harold Christopher 

Faith Community, New Oxford, Pa.: 
Edna E. Gould, Nettie M. Elliott, 
Emory Wildasin , Belly Wildasin, 
Thelma E. Jenkins, Gladys S. 
Hoshall, Elizabeth Kinsel 

Fraternity, Winston Salem, N.C.: 
Manuel Martinez, Aminta Mar
tinez , Daniel Sostaita, Carmen 
Brown, Elliette Downs Cas tillo, 
Frank Castillo, Edelberto 
Nunez, Gladys Nu nez, Oscar 
Nunez , Fernando Oviedo , 



TURNING POINTS -
Leslie Downs, Zoila Downs, William M. Pugh, Bennie Pugh Smithville, Ohio, 50 risonburg, Va., May 16, 2001 Ross , Arnold, 72, Elgin , Ill., 
Carol Downs, Giselle Peace, Portland, Ore.: Cheri Nelson , William and Eleanor, Garber, Mildred, 86, Palmyra, Dec. 4 
Casti ll o, Julie Cservenko, Anderson, Julia DeCarlo, Camp Hill, Pa., 50 Pa., Jan. 26 Sams, Faith, 94, Everett, Pa. , 
Josh Thompson, Eleuterio Edna Beckman Oellig, Robert and Eleanor, Gibboney, James, 86, Greenville, April 6 
Estrada , Irene Sostaita, Pleasant Hill, Johnstown, Pa.: Hummelstown, Pa., 55 Ohio, Dec. 29 Sarver, Iri s Evelyn, 77, Somer-
Corrie Haynes Michael Blue, Matthew Dem- Olwine, Ver! and Helen, Troy, Ginder, Paul, 92, Manheim, Pa. , set, Pa. , May 8 

Geiger, Friedens, Pa.: Bradley chak, Tammy Horner, Amy Ohio, 65 April 11 Sauers, Olive, 86, Seward, Pa. , 
McCoy Roberts , Patty Toth, Lauren Ott, Maurice Jr. , and Loretta, Groff, Florence, 94, Campbell- March 10 

Glendale, Calif.: Marshall Williams Windber, Pa. , 50 town, Pa. , April 13 Schumacher, Eric, 22, Kern-
Abbage, Marcel Carrion, Poplar Ridge, Defiance, Ohio: Pate, Paul and Pauline, Roanoke, Grove, Leonard, 88, Bridgewa- ersville, N .C. , Oct. 30 
Linda Clapp, Sam DeSio Jay Bolton Va., 50 ter, Va. , April 14 Schwabe, Betty, 69, Dayton, 

Good Shepherd, Tipp City, Shippensburg, Pa.: Scott Beltz, Powell, Ben and Barbara, Char- Hannabass, Doris , 72, Roanoke, Ohio, May 10 
Ohio: Daniel J. Cunningham, Laurie Beltz, Kara Glass, lottesville, Va. , 50 Va., Feb. 3 Shoemaker, Ada, 86, Palmyra, 
Amy E. Gabbard, Paul A. Thomas Horst, Rhonda Horst Reed , Douglas and Twila, Floyd, Harmon, Leonard , 75, Cushing, Pa., Jan. 4 
Stout, Herbert L. Stiver, Judy Tucson, Ariz.: Audra Gutierrez, Va., 60 Okla. , June 11 , 2001 Shoemaker, Christine, 80, 
K. Miller Stiver, Rachel Ismal Palafox, Stella Palafox, Shenk, Paul and Blanche, Haste, Marie Thompson, 85, Boonsboro, Md., March 9 
O'Neill, Shawn O'Neill , Gerald Saucerman, Gerald Carl isle, Pa. , 55 Everett, Pa., Apri l 29 Smith , Willie Dee, 87, Wynne, 
Rebecca Oren, John K. Smith Swain, Vickie Swain, Steven Snell, Arthur and Hazel, Haury, Viola McCann, 75, Reed- Ark., April 1 7 

Greenmount, Harrisonburg, Va.: Swain McPherson, Kan ., 60 ley, Calif., Oct. 30 Snyder, Frieda, 85 , Palmyra, Pa. , 
David A. Birchfield, Terry University Park, Samuel Dodd, Starkey, Bill and Daisy, Easton, Heaston , Ruby A. , 85 , Haxtun, March 2 
Lynn Birchfield Elizabeth Shockley, Megan Md ., 50 Colo. , Sept. 14 Spamer, Marjorie, 88, Everett, 

Haxtun , Colo.: Jean Gray, Dawn Siegel Stinebaugh, Vernon and Angela, Hendricks, Elouise, 80, Alvord- Pa., April 29 
S. Pfaltzgraff, Delores Luelf, Welty, Smithsburg, Md .: Carolyn York, Pa., 60 ton, Ohio, April 10 Spittler, Hazel, 99, Palmyra, Pa. , 

Highland Ave, Elgin , Ill.: Paul Verdier, Richard Pryor, Beth Tritt, Clair and Mary, Carlisle, Hillmer, Helen, 100, Elgin, Ill., March 8 
"Bouwmeester, Gay Bouw- Pryor Pa ., 55 May 19 Stromeier, Ruth, 88, Quaker-
meester, Gigi Bouwmeester, White Oak, Lititz, Pa.: Kevin Lon- Tyler, Jim and Faye, Belcamp, Hoffman, Ruth , 91 , Somerset, town, Pa. , Jan. 10 
Sean Bouwmeester, Linda genecker, Adrielle Zuck, Travis Md ., 60 Pa. , May 4 Swick, George D., 75, Johns-
Bouwmeester, Andrei Miller, Larisa Weaver, Michelle Wilson, Stan and Vi rginia, Holder, Gwen, 84, Knoxville, town, Pa ., Feb. 4 
Bouwmeester, Agi Bouw- Shirk, Eunice Bruckhart Carlisle , Pa. , 50 Md., May 2 Thomas , Orville, 80, Harrison-
meester, Laura Clark, Sara Williamson Road, Roanoke, Va.: Wort, Gene and Mary Jo, Hosler, Ralph, 9 1, Lancaster, burg, Va. , Jan. 26 
Dickson, Monvita Lasley, Bee Rosell, Zach Beckner, Huntertown, Ind., 50 Pa., April 10 Turner, Dorothy A., 87, Har-
Megan McNeil, Michelle Allen Bowman, Alan Rhodes , 

Deaths 
Keck, J.C. , 63, Bryan, Ohio, risonburg , Va. , June 12 

Meyer, Andrew Miller, Brian Christopher Runyon Feb. 16 Van Dyke, Verlyn F. , 74, Girard, 
Robbins, Krista Robbins, Kested, Evelyn, 88, Dixon, Ill., Ill. , Jan . 29 
Lorna Woodall, Rachel Woodall Wedding Anderson , Elmer S. , 91 , Scott May 19 Weaver, Viola, 72, Palmyra, Pa ., 

Hope, Freeport, Mich.: Danica Wolf 
anniversaries 

City, Kan., May 4 Kipp, Clara W. , 93, Quakertown, Jan. 3 1 
Lancaster, Pa.: Mike Fenster- Andes, Mildred W. , 86, Catlett, Pa., Jan. 12 Webster, Hattie Bowman, 77, 

maker, Mark Harnish, Brian Va., April 18 Knepper, Emerson L. , 8 7, Berlin, Callaway, Va ., March 30 
Horning, Paige Riegen, Gregory Barnhart, Robert and Ruth, Baker, Russell, 90, Tipp City, Pa., May 5 Weeks, James, 82, Roanoke, Va., 
Royer, Susan Adsit!, Matthew Lafayette, Ind., 60 Ohio, Jan. 3 Kreider, Caleb, 85, Manheim, March 3 
Kramer, Joanne Swords Beal, Albert and Phyllis, Balsbaugh, Arlene, 86, Palmyra, Pa., Jan. 9 Wentz , Donald, 71 , Luthersburg, 

Long Green Valley, Glen Arm, Friedens, Pa. , 50 Pa., Jan. 27 Lam, Lillian Garber Myers, 90, Pa ., Feb. 21 
Md. : Jeff Wolf, Kristen Scala Bhagat, Shantilal and Barnhart, Logan, 2, Apple Harrisonburg, Va ., April 9 Witmer, Robert, 66, Fredericks-

Maple Grove , Lexington, N.C.: Tsun-Hsien, Elgin, Ill., 50 Creek, Ohio, April 21 Lantz, Harold, 74, Syracuse, burg, Pa ., March 19 
Krista Spence Bixler, William and Calantha, Barnhart, Lucille Ikenberry, 88, Ind. , April 18 Yeager, James , 84, Roanoke, Va., 

Mechanicsburg, Pa.: Harriet Carlisle, Pa. , 55 Roanoke, Va. , March 19 Leckrone, Lucy, 95 , Copemish, Feb . 5 
Brenneman , April Enders, Boyer, Ernest and Ruth , Carlisle, Bartron, Luther L. , 93 , Enid, Mich., April 1 7 Yetter, Mary Margaret, 80, T ipp 
Suzanne Enders, Leigh-Anne Pa., 65 Okla ., April 27 Lefever, Carrie, 86, Palymra, Pa ., City, Ohio, Sept. 15 
Enders, Grant Eisenhauer, Brubaker, Glenn and Bertie, Baysinger, Gerald G ., 81, Inde- April 17 Ziegler, Caleb, 88, Sebring, Fla. , 
Taylor Eisenhauer, Laura ljamsville, Md., 60 pendence, Mo. , April 11 Martin, Gladys Pippenger, 96, April 12 
Fultz, Barbara Hall , June Buckwalter, Frank and Rachel , Blackburn, Glenna, 77, Peebles, Cushing, Okla ., Jan. I 5 Zind, Ruth, 88, Roanoke, Va., 
Lehman, Jeff Martin, Karen Sinking Spring, Pa., 60 Ohio, Jan. 18 Matheny, Alberta, 73 , Dalton, Feb. 12 
Martin , Matthew McCorkel , Constable, James and Helen, Blue, Elizabeth M., 85, Johns- Ohio, April 18 
Susan Rehm, Morgan Scott, Holl sopple, Pa. , 55 town, Pa. , March 3 McCloskey, Chester, 84, Licensings Jennifer Seigle, Linda Weaver, Crumrine, Gale D. and Ruth M., Bowman, Paul E. , 67, Harrison- Altoona, Pa., May 9 
Lori Welling, Joel Wierman, Oakmont, Pa., 50 burg, Va. , Aug . 28 McRoberts, Vera Lee, 75, West 

Cassell , Karen B., First, Alexander Diegel Driver, Fred and Anna , Blue Buckles , Guy, 78, Cushing, Manchester, Ohio, Feb . 16 
Messiah, Kansas City, Mo.: Ridge, Va ., 50 Okla. , Sept. 15 Mohler, David, 56, Brunswick, Roanoke, Va. , May 5 

Bryan Grosbach, Melaine Edwards, Zane and Doreen, Carter, Melvin, 74, Greenville, Md., April 20 Culp, John Houston, First, 

Grosbach, Sarah Roberts, Jes- Everett, Pa ., 55 Ohio, May 14 Moore, Waneta Z ., 77, Modoc, Rocky Mount, Va. , May 5 

sica Wilson , Kurt Heckeroth , Fields , Ernest and Isabel, Chapman, Robert, 80, Elgin, Ill., Kan. , May 5 Diaz, Jaime, Iglesia de las Her-

Jennifer Heckeroth Goshen, Ind. , 55 May 9 Morris, Donn ie S. , 45 , Har- manos, Castaner , P.R. , May 7 

Mohler, Ephrata, Pa.: Kevin Fike, John and June, Sebring, Corbett, Harold, 89, Mount risonburg, Va., Jan . 23 Meeks, Patricia L. , Oakland, 

Davis, Debbie Davis , Sarah Fla ., 65 Morris, Ill., May 18 Muritz, Eleanor, 89, Bradford, Ohio, April 28 

Davis, Mike Sensenig, Chris French, John and Helen, New Craddock, Claudia Willard , 64, Williamsport, Md. , April 13 Menke, Barbara, Oakland, Brad-

Daub, Yvonne Daub, Kristina Bloomfield, Pa ., 55 Winston Salem, N.C. , Dec. 18 Myers, Ellene, 88, Fostor ia, ford, Ohio, April 28 

Devito, Janet Devito, Tucker Geesaman, Mahlon and Mary Davis, Russell J., 96, Roanoke , Ohio, March 27 Simmons , Steven John , Bethel, 

Drumheller, Chelsea Duty, Alice, Hummelstown, Pa ., 55 Va ., April 9 Neher, Zethyl, 81, Lincoln, Neb. , Middletown, Ohio, April 28 

Greg Goodman, Gayle Geib, Homer and Ruth, Man- DeCooman, Marie, 89, Everett, Feb. 15 Smith, Justin Trent, Trotwood, 

Gordon, Arielle Gordon, heim, Pa., 50 Pa., Dec. 24 Ortolani, John E. , 93, Quaker- Ohio, April 21 

Tracey Loose, Nathan Martin, Gingrich, Harold and Thelma, Donovan, Jeanne, 68, Elgin, Ill. , town, Pa. , Jan. 8 Watkins , Daniel S. , Rossville, 

Jeremy Motter, Becky Scant- Palmyra, Pa. , 55 Jan. 10 Patterson, Tom, 62, Greenville, Ind ., April 28 

ling, Autumn Sprenkle, Hadley, Leon and Susan, Lin- Dyck, Emma, 96, Mount Morris, Ohio, Jan . 5 
Ordinations Richard Wentz, Jr., Karen coin , Neb. , 55 Ill., Jan. 28 Peters, Bessie, 90, Defiance, 

Zimmerman, Tara Merrill , Hamer, John and Esther , Fort Ebersole, Luke, 83 , Palmyra, Pa., Ohio, May 5 
Mallory Weaver, John Groff, Wayne, Ind. , 50 Dec. 26 Peterson, Elsie, 73 , Wyomissing, Hullihen , James H. , Sugar Run , 
Corey Wenrich, Rachel Reed , Heitz, Emory and Eunice, Gar- Fair, Arthur, 8 7, Palmyra, Pa., Pa ., April 27 Mount Union , Pa ., April 28 
Heather Weaver, Mike Bender, rett, Ind. , 60 May 8 Pote, Beulah, 95 , Cushing, Okla., 
Kristy Meiskey, Lori Bunel, Jamison , Loren and Joyce, Quin- Fasnacht, Herbert, 95 , March 7 Pastoral 
Rick Moore, Christine Moore, ter, Kan. , 50 Greenville, Ohio, Jan. 31 Ragland, Leonard, 85, Vinton , placements Darrin Weaver, Henry Redcay , Johnson , Elden and Doris , Flory, Arthur, 63 , Defiance, Va. , March 2 
Sandy Redcay, John Mast, Waterloo, Iowa, 60 Ohio, Apri l 9 Rhodes , Edith, 88, Johnstown, 
Mary Mast, Keith Reed, Joyce Koontz, Glenn and Freda, Mar- Ford, Margaret, 96, McPherson, Pa. , Jan. 3 Matthews, Philip , associate 
Reed , Ron Daub, Dave Heiler tinsburg, Pa., 70 Kan. , April 27 Rose, Bessie F., 81 , Windber, pastor, Oak Grove, McHenry, 

Monte Vista, Callaway, Va.: Mellott, Elmer and Myrtle, Funkhouser, Everette, 79, Har- Pa., April 15 Md., May I 
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''We pray to 

put fires out 
when God 

wants to fire 

us up. Our 

prayers 
should be 

more brazen 
and brawny. 

When Jesus 

prayed 
people rose 

from the 

dead; when 
we pray 

people fall 
asleep. '' 

Ill Messenger July 2002 

A call to prayer 

Not long ago I left a church business 
meeting feeling all prayed out. Every 
whipstitch the chair decided we needed to 

ask God's guidance, so the flow of business was 
often interrupted by imposed silences that lasted 
forever. It was as though we had just discovered 
we could invite God to our meetings, so it was 
done awkwardly, faddishly, with too much show. 
Artificially overlaying business with a coating of 
spirituality disparages our forebears, who sought 
God's will as a matter of course, without making it 
into such a big deal. If we take seriously the 
promise that when two or three are gathered 
together Jesus is among us (Matt. 18:20), we can 
welcome him and go on about his business . I have 
sometimes heard good hard debate moving toward 
my side, only to have the momentum stopped by a 
call to prayer. It's like Kobe Bryant on a fast break 
being stopped short by a voice calling out, "Let's 
sing No. 418." 

With practice we will learn to recognize God's 
presence at business more easily and naturally, as 
the Quakers do when they feel for a "sense of the 
meeting" and wait for a "divine opening" to speak. 
They prepare themselves with a private waiting on 
God to give them an inward openness required for 
the public waiting on God. Participants use their 
prayer in meetings not so much for requests as for 
communion with a God whose will they seek 
together. The meeting becomes a prayer. 

It's not just seamlessness but substance we need 
in our business prayers. When we make requests we 
pray for harmony rather than justice. We pray for 
consensus when God may want dissent. The major 
ity's prayer is to finish the agenda, while a minority 
hears a calling to be trumpets for the Lord . We pray 
to put fires out when God wants to fire us up. Our 
prayers are too small. We ask for healing of Cousin 
Tommy's toe more often than for a revitalized 
church. Our prayers should be more brazen and 
brawny. When Jesus prayed people rose from the 
dead; when we pray people fall asleep. 

Prayer is not only contemplation but action, so it 
should not be seen as a substitute for work. Thich 
Nhat Hanh writes that Christians should learn what 
the Buddha taught: "If you are standing on one 
shore and want to cross over to the other shore, you 
have to use a boat or swim across. You cannot just 
pray, 'Oh, other shore, please come over here for 
me to step across!"' Brethren generally agree with 
Buddhists that praying without also practicing is 
not real prayer. Perspiration is. Walt Whitman 

EDITORIAL-

wrote, "The smell of an armpit is like prayer." 
Prayer has been an integral part of Brethren 

worship since Schwarzenau, when the first eight 
prayed and fasted before deciding to be baptized. 
According to The Brethren Encyclopedia, it was 
written of the Germantown Brethren in 1781: 
"They read much, they sing and pray much, they 
are constant attendants upon the worship of God. 
Their dwelling -houses are all houses of prayer." 

But the Brethren always were careful to go into 
the deep without going off the deep end. Alexander 
Mack, Sr., gave priority to external obedience to 
Christ's commandments, rather than inward spiri
tuality. In the mid-19th century, Peter Nead urged 
his readers to be unceasing in private prayer, but 
warned against pharisaical ostentation in public. 
"Praying was to be orderly and directed to God 
rather than to fellow worshipers," according to the 
Encyclopedia . Brethren of the 19th century were at 
first skeptical of the trend toward mid-week prayer 
meetings, because they implied that Sunday wor 
ship services were inadequate. It is only Brethren to 
be wary of too much of a good thing. 

Yet prayer is a good thing. We make too many 
excuses. It is easier to read about and write about 
prayer than to pray. And it is easier to criticize the 
prayer of others than to learn to do it more and 
better. Onto this backdrop comes a timely query to 
this year's Annual Conference from the Mid-Atlantic 
District titled, "A Call to Prayer." In a number of 
"whereases" it emphasizes the importance of prayer 
in Jesus' teaching and states that "prayer unifies and 
strengthens the Body of Christ," "prayer increases 
our awareness and intimacy with God," and "prayer 
requires discipline, commitment, and continued 
learning." Our only quibble is with the statement 
that the Church of the Brethren does not have an 
official position on prayer, because that is like saying 
the church lacks an official position on the resurrec 
tion. Prayer is essential. 

The query asks that Annual Conference "call the 
denomination to be constant in prayer as well as to 
offer guidance, resources, and instruction for deep
ening our prayer lives and expanding our 
understanding of Jesus' call to personal and corpo
rate prayer." I hope Conference won't get hung up 
on details of who and how and how much, but will 
instead, in the spirit of prayer, offer the query its 
hearty endorsement. In the old days, queries were 
often answered with a yes or a no. In this case the 
best answer would be, ''Amen."- FLETCHER FARRAR 



rsona 
A Brethren education 
focuses on the whole 
person! 

In our tradition of academic 

excellence, our dedicated 

teaching faculty put student 

personalized mentoring allow 

you to get to know your 

professors. They will both 

challenge and support you and 

take a genuine interest in yo 

academic and social 

development. 

community-from the personal 

attention you receive during 

admissions, to spiritual 

nurturing, to career counseling 

before graduation. 

A Brethren education 
focuses on . . . YOU! 

For more information about 
Brethren colleges, visit our website: 
www.cobcoa.org or email: 
cobcoa_gb@brethren.org 
or call 1-800-323-8039 



ln 20021 a $401000 Global Food Crisis Grant will assist mothers and inf ants 
in lraq1 and a $871582 grant will support schools and communities in southern 

Sudan. Join us in letting them know that they are not forgotten! 

Global Food Crisis Fund 
1451 Dundee Ave.1 Elgin1 l L 60120 

(800)323-8039 or www.brethren.org/genbd/witness/gfcf 




