


The et+ort and resources that we 
invest in educating tor ministr~ 

toda_y 

Will have a profound impact on 
the church in which our children 

and grandchildren worship. 

Bethany Theological Seminary's Capital Campaign, INSPIRED BY THE SPIRIT ❖ EDUCATING FOR MINISTRY, 
is an opportunity to invest in future leadership for the Church of the Brethren through five specific funding areas: 

❖ Distributed Education 
❖ The Institute for Ministry With Youth and Young Adults 
❖ The Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership 
❖ Financial Aid Endowment 
❖ The Bethany Fund 

''The church needs a place for its leaders to come together to learn, debate, 
study and decide what it means to be 'Brethren.' I believe Bethany is this place. 
Through its diverse graduate and academy programs, our seminary provides 
quality ministry education for leaders from both small and large congregations." 
-Anne Reid, National Chair 
Roanoke, Virginia 

"5ethan~ and I need ~our help to tinance ministr~ education. 
You know the importance of faithful and effective pastors to lead vital and growing 
congregations. Bethany recogAizes its responsibility to provide the educational 
programs required to develop such leaders. Together we can have leadership 
that is not less than the best." 

-Eugene F. Roop, President 

We would like to talk with you about the many possibilities for supporting Bethany . 
through this campaign. Please be in touch with us. 

Bethany Theological Seminary 
The Graduate School and Academy of the Church of the Brethren 
615 National Road West, Richmond, Indiana 47374 
1-800-287 -8822 
www.bethanyseminary.edu 

Our Mission: Preparing people for Christian ministry and educating those called as witnesses 
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the cities and communities of the world 
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Moderator Paul Grout with daughters Sarah, 
left, and Jenny, and his wife, Dorothy. 

ONTHECOVER 

His boots and baggage represent the journey Paul 
Grout has made during the past two years as modera
tor-elect and moderator. During visits to many 
congregations and districts throughout the US, plus trips 
to meet Brethren in Nigeria and the Dominican Republic, 
Paul has been listening and speaking in preparation for 
the upcoming Annual Conference. 

The worn, white bag in the photo was made by his 
wife, Dorothy, and carries pieces of the large wooden cru
cifix Paul carved in maple from Putney Mountain near his 
Vermont home. In many places he has traveled-Florida, 
California, Colorado, North Dakota, and Illinois to name a 
few-he has erected the cross as the symbol of his faith in 
Christ and hope for the church. 

1 O Interview with the moderator 
In a frank and wide-ranging interview with the 
Brethren Press staff, Moderator Paul Grout dis
cusses what's right and wrong with the church, 
what we can learn from postmodern ism and pop
ular culture, how liberalism has gone astray, and 
his hopes and fears for Annual Conference. 

17 Annual Conference preview 
Here's what to expect at the 216th Annual Confer
ence in Louisville, Ky., June 29-July 3. Included is 
a summary of the business items and worship 
services, plus an introduction to the city of 
Louisville. 

20 The Brethren of Brazil 

24 

Five leaders of the newly established "lgreja da 
lrmandade," the Church of the Brethren in Brazil, 
share their faith stories, along with their dreams 
for the new church. 

Sudan journal 
On her first trip to Africa in February, Janis Pyle 
kept a personal spiritual journal of her encoun
ters. Go with her on long bus trips and awaken to 
roosters as she experiences a war-torn land. Pyle 
is coordinator of mission connections for Global 
Mission Partnerships. 
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- FROM THE PUBLISHER 

T he,e a,e two k;nds of mov;egoe,s, Those who th;nk the mov;e ;s ove, 
when the credits start rolling, and a much smaller group who think 

the experience is not complete until the screen goes blank. 
I'm part of the second group. Those moments during the credits serve as decom

pression time between reel life and real life. If the movie's any good, I need to sit in 
the dark awhile before facing the chatter and bright lights of the lobby. 

The credits also yield interesting trivia, such as the identity of the familiar -look
ing actor whose name you couldn't recall or the place the movie was really filmed or 
the long list of songs you never realized were in the background. And once in a rare 
while the patient viewer is rewarded with surprise footage after the credits are done. 

But another reason I sit through the laundry list of best boys and gaffers is that 
it's a ritual of sorts- an exercise that shows respect for the hundreds of people who 
each had a role in the movie's creation. The credits tell us the names of the important 
people- the director, the writer, the cast. But we also learn the names of the caterers, 
the in -betweeners, and the back-up vocalists. Where else do we see as complete a list 
of the people who made an event possible? 

Real life doesn't come with credits, of course. In fact, what it does come with is 
plenty of critics . Critics are fine for movies, but unfortunately we now live in a culture 
of critique. While thoughtful critique can be a boon, habitual criticism has a corrosive 
effect. We see that corrosion throughout our society. At a recent school program, the 
woman behind me made disparaging comments to her children about the principal. 
Children hear similar remarks about their teachers and pastors and others in leader 
ship. What is sacrificed is respect- and eventually the very fabric of our 
communities. 

We must create a different kind of culture within the church. It's time to ponder 
all who enrich our lives, who have labored on our behalf, who have been as Christ to 
us. It's time to roll the credits. 
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Church World Service honors 
legacy of Wes Albin 

Sometimes the spiritual vision and _commit
ment of those in our midst inspires others. The 
late Church of the Brethren minister and 
Church World Service/ CROP regional director 
Wes Albin, of Harrisburg, Pa., had that vision 
and commitment. When he died Aug. 25, 1999, 
he left a legacy of helping others in need. In 

Wes Albin 

Transformation in 
Northern Ireland 

In November I was 
funded in part by the 
Church of the Brethren 
to work in Ireland with 
Irish Methodist media-
tor Geoffrey Corry and 
Church of the Brethren 
peaceworker Barbara 
Date. The impact of 
this trip came from 
watching transforma-
tion happen before my 
very eyes. 

A victim/survivor of 
"The Troubles," whom 
I met in 2000, recently 
went on television to 
talk about her 14-year 
journey to meet the 
person who has served 
time in prison for plac-
ing a bomb at a hotel 

honor of a man whose 
faithful service made 
a world of difference, 
Church World Service 
(CWS) has established 
The Wes Albin Fund. 

Taking on a servant 
role and beginning his 
37-year tenure with 
CWS/CROP, Wes 
worked with Brethren 
Volunteer Service on a 
CWS project in Korea 

where her father died. 
She spoke about her 

need to "reinvent" her-
self. Her journey has led 
to several meetings 
between them, some of 
which have been tele-
vised. The combatant 
replies that "the hardest 
thing for me is for you to 
forgive me." 

She speaks about the 
huge self-doubt that she 
went through about 
meeting him face-to-
face "consumed by the 
fear of hurting so many 
people." It could have 
been a costly experi-
ence for each of them if 
their respective family 
and community had dis-
owned them for 
betraying the cause or 
core values. 

I met pioneers of a 
pilot program for juve-
nile offenders that used 
the Restorative Justice 
model of bringing 
together offenders, vie-

INTOUCH 

in the early 1960s, in a rural Kyatele village. He 
was soon convinced that his calling was to 
strive to alleviate hunger throughout the world. 
After volunteering in South Korea, Wes worked 
in Iowa, Wisconsin, Maryland, and Pennsylva
nia, sharing the news about CWS' work and 
rais ing funds to help people in need. 

When CROP celebrated its 50th anniversary in 
1997, Wes walked 50 miles to mark the occasion. 
It wasn't just another CROP Walk. He experi
enced foot, leg, and hip pains by the end of the 
walk. But he said it reminded him of what the 
Kyatele villagers endure daily. 

The Wes Albin Fund, which was launched with 
a $10,000 gift from United Church of Christ pastor 
Rodney Henrie, has now grown to nearly $30,000. 
The fund serves as an endowment to help provide 
a future with food for those in need, both in the 
US and abroad, through the charitable programs 
of CWS/CROP. 

For information on how to contribute to the 
fund, contact Church World Service at 800-297-
1516. -Madalyn Metzger 

tims, and community 
members to help right 
the wrongs of a crime. I 
heard these Irish police 
officers claim to be the 
most skeptical of par-
ticipants, but then 
report their transfor-
mation into 
enthusiastic supporters 
of this new way of 
"making a difference" 
in kids' lives. 

I listened as good 
news came during my 
first days in Ireland 
when a violent conflict 
was de-escalated 
concerning 
Catholic school -
children in north 
Belfast being 
allowed to pass 
unharmed 
through a neigh-
borhood. Many 
voices from 
peacemakers 
behind the scenes 

reached. I watched on 
US television in Janu
ary as this violence 
broke out one more 
time. 

I also transcribed a 
tape of an Irish confer
ence that brought in 
Roelf Meyer, the chief 
South African negotia
tor for the National 
Party who helped craft 
a resolution with the 
African National Con
gress (ANC) in 1994. 
Roelf shared the break
through of the 

negotiations. After the 
talks broke down, they 
had to ask themselves, 
"What is it that we 
want to achieve in 
South Africa?" vs. 
"How much power can 
we hold on to?" 

The answer to that 
question was a solu
tion where all South 
Africans could become 
equal. The resolution 
came in a shift from 
focusing on "rights for 
certain groups" to 
"rights for all citizens." 
We had to get our
selves out of the box 
that we had created." 

Transformation is a 
popular subject but 
subjects of transforma
tion can find it 
unpopular. Roelf Meyer 
believes that it is possi
ble to resolve any 
conflict. I believe this is 
true for South Africa, 
for Northern Ireland, 
for the United States, 
for denominations, for 
congregations, and 
(dare I say it?) for my 
own personal life. 
-Gail Erisman Valeta 
Gail Erisman Va leta, ordained 

Church of the Brethren pastor, 

works as th e associate coo rdi

nator of Just ice and Peace 

studies at The Iliff School of The
ology in Denver, Colo. 

k/esbY wi th 

helped this public 
agreement be 

\ teer Gay Broe V /eta 
Irish peace vo un . nd Gail Erisman a 

Barbara Date a 
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Breanna Kreider 
and zucchini bread 
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Her bread sells for $125 a loaf 

"Oh my goodness! I'm in shock." Those words flowed from 12-year-old Breanna 
Kreider as she met her parents after her first zucchini bread loaf brought $125 at last 
fall's Atlantic Northeast and Southern Pennsylvania district disaster relief auction at 
the Lebanon, Pa., fairgrounds. Each of her five loaves attracted the same bid for a 
total of $650. 

Auctioneer Jay Witman invited her on stage to display her zucchini bread during 
the auction. This Mechanic Grove Church of the Brethren youth beamed brighter as 
the bids went higher. Given $10 as "grow" money from the auction last year, she 
turned that $10 into $650 for the hungry and disaster victims around the world. 

Because she had always loved her great grandma's zucchini bread, she asked for 
that recipe, then made several loaves for her local church auction to benefit the build
ing fund. The response to that auction inspired her to bake for the district auction. 
After learning that her grandfather bought the first loaf, she told him, "I could have 
made one for you for nothing." 

$ 00 
ONLY A LOAF 

3t ~ d · · U,i,O,. --------------

Pricetown Meeting
house turns 225 

Pricetown Meetinghouse, 
the Church of the 
Brethren's oldest unal 
tered church building, is 
225 years old this year. 

Members of Mohrsville 
Church of the Brethren, 
caretakers of the building, 
are planning Pricetown's 
225th Anniversary Home
coming Celebration for 
Sunday, June 2, at the 
meetinghouse. Brethren 
historian Don Fitzkee of 
Chiques Church of the 
Brethren will speak at 2:30 
p.m. that day. Other events 
are being planned for the 
remainder of the year. 

Built in 1777 by minister 
Martin Gaube, the beauti 
ful stone structure is 
located just off Route 12 
in the village of Price
town, nine miles east of 
Reading, Pa. 

In 1770, approximately 
12 families were identified 
with the nearby Oley con
gregation (which no 
longer exists) and 20 per
sons were in communion, 
including Gaube and his 
wife, co-minister John 
Yoder and his wife, David 
Price and his wife, David 
Kinsey and his wife, 
Daniel Kle ine and his wife, 
Peter Kleine, Elizabeth 
Ellis, Margaret Harpine, 
and Catherine Plank. 

Seven years later their 
dream came true with the 
completion of the Price
town Meetinghouse. 

Gaube was born in 1742 
and was ordained into the 
eldership by Christopher 
Sauer II of the German
town congregation in 1780, 
two years after Sauer was 
released from prison for 



Pastor kisses pig for Project 

December workcamp participants included, front row: Earl Ziegler, 
coordinator, Edwardo Montero (Penial church pastor), Jerrv Penner, 
Dewavne Heck. Second row: Tim Knepp, Darrell Smith, Rob Miller. 
Third row: Harold Metzler, John Knepp, Brandon Fix, Donovan Brown, 
Jav Rafterv. Fourth row: Gerald Pastva, Antonio Baddio, Dennis 
Brumbaugh, Melvin Haldeman, Richard Howell, Jerrv Crouse (mission 
coordinator), Keith Brumbaugh. 

For a whole month, the little plastic "arks" were being 
filled with money. East Cocalico Church of the 
Brethren, Reamstown, Pa., Missions Team was hoping 
to collect $500 in that time. If so, Pastor Jim Rhen con

Workers help build 
San Luis church 

sented to kiss a pig. The group 
collected $846, so on March 3, 
the big day arrived. 

The entire event was sug
gested by Heifer Project 
International. 

After the worship service, a 
large crowd moved to the fel
lowship hall. The pig, a 
six-year-old pot-bellied pet, was 
placed on a table, so all could 
see. It sported a matching hat 
and shawl. As the owner picked 
her up, a loud grunt came from 

Pastor Jim Rhen 
puckers for a porker. 

In the village of San Luis, 
Dominican Republic, where 
7,000 Haitians live, the fastest
growing Church of the Brethren 
thrives. Two groups of workers 
descended on the community 
in answer to the prayers of the 
local Christians, as Pastor 
Isaias Santos said in his wel
coming remarks. The first 
groups of workers- 5 from 
southern Ohio and 12 from 

Pennsylvania- built the walls 
and roof of the church building. 
The second group- 18 from 
Ohio and 3 from Pennsylva 
nia- leveled the ground inside 
and out, poured the concrete 
sanctuary floor, built two bath 
rooms, and painted the 
building inside and outside. 

piggy "Joesy Rose." She wagged her tail like a dog. Her 
four-inch legs left her belly nearly touching the table. 

refusing to serve in the 
Revolutionary War. 

Gau be gave the 
deed for the Pricetown 
Meetinghouse to the 
Old Baptist Society, 
now known as the 
Church of the 
Brethren, in 1807. He 
died in 1812 and was 
buried in the cemetery 

This San Luis project was in 
support of the General Board 
ministries in the Dominican 
Republic, where 24 congrega
tions or fellowships meet for 
worship. -Earl K. Ziegler 

In due time, Pastor Rhen approached the table wearing 
a "Heifer Project" T-shirt. With grape jelly over his mouth, 
he kissed her on the snout. The ovation was tremendous! 

As he returned to his nearby office, he was vigor
ously wiping his mouth. 

The children enjoyed this as well as the adults. Now, 
at least three pigs will be sent to a needy country. A 
little fun goes a long way! -Ann K. Nies 

located behind the 
meetinghouse. A fit
ting memorial was 
erected and can still be 
seen today. 

For more information 
call the Mohrsville 
church at 610-926-5167. 

Brethren's 
Home turns 100 

Incorporated on April 
15, 1902, as the 
Brethren's Home, the 
Brethren Retirement 
Community, 
Greenville, Ohio, is 
celebrating its 100th 
year of service and 
ministry to older 
adults. Over the years 

BRC has provided 
housing and health
care to more than 
5,000 older adults. 
During the first 35 
years of its existence, 
BRC also operated an 
orphanage on the 
same site. Over the 
years, BRC has grown 
from two buildings 
serving a few dozen 
residents to a full ser
vice Continuing Care 
Retirement Commu
nity serving nearly 500 
residents. BRC also 
operates a new 
campus in Union, Ohio 
called Mill Ridge Vil
lage. BRC has received 
state and national 

recognition, including 
accreditation through 
the Continuing Care 
Accreditation Com
mission. 

Easter sunrise 
at Hillcrest 

It was a glorious 
Easter Day at 
Brethren Hillcrest 
Homes, La Verne, 
Calif. An Easter 
ecumenical sun
rise service drew 
93 persons to the 
shuffleboard court 
for the 7 a.m. wor
ship. The Hillcrest 
Choir, made up of 

gave a rousing rendi
tion of Easter hymns. 
There were 10 different 
denominations present 
at the service, a repre
sentation of the 
diversity at Brethren 
Hillcrest Homes. 

different faiths, Hillcrest worships at sunrise. 
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NEWS 

Board member Dan McRoberts 
discusses India issues with 

Elaine Sollenberger, who 
represented a group of former 

India missionaries. 

BRETHRENSPEAK 

11 What we 
decide here 

will most 
likely be 

significant to 
the future of 

the church, 
but what will 

renew the 
church is who 

we are. " 

- Annual Conference 
moderator Paul 
Grout, at the opening 
worship of the General 
Board spring meetings 

- Messenger May 2002 

General Board 11 servants" act on 
India, evangelism, Vieques 

Brethren groups in India that united with the 
Church of North India (CNI) in 1970, then later 
withdrew citing theological differences. The 
"separated" Brethren have periodically sought 
recognition from the US church, which began 
mission efforts there in the late 1800s. 

The General Board tackled a full agenda of global 
and domestic issues as it gathered March 9-12 in 
Elgin, 111., working from the theme "Servants of 
Jesus Christ." A display of feetitvashing basins 
from many of the denomination's districts formed 
a backdrop in the board's meeting room. 

The board devoted a significant amount of 
time to exploring relations with church groups in 
India . After much debate and discussion, the 
board eventually adopted an amended version of 
a recommendation brought by a board
appointed study committee. 

The committee, appointed in October 1999, 
had been asked to look at possible recognition of 

Many viewpoints were expressed during the 
meetings, including those of some former mis
sionaries to India who felt acknowledgment of 
the "separated" group would not honor the 1970 
covenant of union. Rather than extending formal 
recognition, the final recommendation empha
sizes "relationship." It calls for beginning "an 
intentional process of building a relationship 
with the India Brethren" while also seeking a 
strengthened partnership with CNI. The paper 
will now go to delegates at this summer's Annual 

ABC board examines 
finances, racism issues 

The Association of Brethren 
Caregivers (ABC) board and 
staff participated in a "Cultural 
Competency" workshop 
during ABC's spring board 
meetings, held March 15-17 at 
the General Offices in Elgin, Ill. 

Board member Heidi Loomis 
led the board and staff 
through a three-step process 
aimed at raising each individ
ual's consciousness of his or 
her attitudes toward race and 
culture. This training event 
was created in response to the 
2000 Annual Conference 
paper, "Caring for the Poor," 

which called for boards and 
staff of Annual Conference 
agencies to educate them
selves about cultural diversity. 

During its meetings, the 
board approved a new 2002 
operating budget of $641,690 
in revenue and $671,380 in 
expenses, which represents a 
$29,690 deficit. Steve Mason, 
ABC's executive director, 
attributes the deficit budget to 
several factors, including a 
depletion of reserve funds, 
which has resulted in less 
income from interest; rising 
costs in expenses such as 
insurance; and the absence of 
$60,000 in revenue from the 
Behold fund, which came to an 
end in 2001. 

Earlier, ABC had reported an 
$85,816 deficit for 2001, with 
$559,020 in operating 
expenses and $473,204 in rev
enue, according to pre-audit 
figures. It was still better that 
the $146,130 deficit ABC had 

budgeted for 2001. ABC's 
Finance Committee met prior 
to the board meetings and 
began discussing issues 
related to the long-term finan 
cial viability of ABC. 

"ABC is at a significant 
threshold with its reserves 
nearing depletion and with the 
board's resolve for the organi
zation to live within its 
means," Mason says. "ABC's 
financial viability beyond 2002 
will depend on its ability to 
balance income and expenses. 
Financial reserves will no 
longer be available to supple
ment revenue." 

In other business, the board: 
•Continued to work on the 

vision and planning process it 
began in 2001 by developing a 
new mission statement and 
outlining areas of focus for the 



Conference for affirmation. 
Other highlights of the meetings, led by chair Don 

Parker, included the following: 
•Mennnonite consultant Dennis Koehn continued to lead 

a process of comprehensive planning, scheduled to last 
through March 2003. Board members accepted in principle 
a set of core values/guiding principles, a mission state
ment, and a vision statement, with plans to formally adopt 
them at the next meeting, on June 29 in Louisville, Ky. 

•The board adopted a response to the 2001 Annual Confer
ence query on evangelism and church planting. It 
emphasizes a personal responsibility for evangelism by 
each Christian and asks the General Board's Leadership 
Team to make evangelism a "renewed emphasis" through
out the organization, "calling out others to assist as 
needed." The paper will be included in the General Board's 
report to Annual Conference. 

•The board received a resolution from the Puerto Rico 
Brethren via the Atlantic Southeast District related to 
Vieques, a small island off the coast of Puerto Rico that 
has been used as a US Navy bombing test site for more 
than 60 years. Board members passed a motion express
ing "solidarity with the people of Viequ,es and the Puerto 
Rico Brethren" and calling for "advocacy on their behalf" 
by Genera l Board staff. 

•The meeting included the usual series of reports from 

General Board ministry areas, partner agencies, and other 
programs. Highlights included an update from a General 
Board "Caring for the Poor" committee now training to 
"develop strategies to identify and dismantle racism in 
the Church of the Brethren" and a visit from Guerra 
Freitas of SHAREcircle, an agency sending aid to Angola 
with the help of Emergency Response/Service Ministries. 
A larger report provided details and updates on renewed 
advocacy efforts for Iraq through the Genera l. Board's 
Brethren Witness office. 

•In addition to prayer and reflection that accompanied 
business, and the devotions opening each session, the 
meetings included four major times of worship. Annual 
Conference moderator Paul Grout and moderator-elect 
Harriet Finney spoke Saturday morning and Sunday 
morning, respectively, and General Board vice chair 
Christy Waltersdorff led the closing worship on Tuesday. 
A Saturday evening dinner was designed as a traditional 
love feast, including singing and feetwashing to under
score the servant theme. 

organization. The final results 
of the board's work will be 
announced following some 
fine-tuning of the statements. 
Based on its work, the board 
asked staff to submit a strate
gic plan to the board at its 
September meeting. 

•Received a report from 
Scott Douglas, ABC's director 
of Resources, announcing that 
the next Caring M inistries 
Assembly will be held Aug. 14-
17, 2003, at the Bridgewater 
(Va .) Church of the Brethren. 

Guerra Freitas of 
SHAREcircle 
expresses his thanks 
for the aid sent to 
Angola with the help 
of Emergency 
Response/Service 
Ministries. 

·Affirmed the Brethren 
Chaplains Network Steering 
Committee's suggestion to 

include chaplains in portions 
of two papers concerning min
isterial leadership that are 
coming to Annual Conference 
this summer. 

•Empowered the board's 
Executive Committee to 
resolve issues associated with 
ABC becoming a sponsoring 
organization of Anabaptist 
Risk Group, a newly created 
insurance company for retire
ment communities. 



UPCOMINGEVENTS 

May 2 National Day of Prayer 

May 4 Mid-Atlantic District 
Disaster Response Auction, 
Carroll County Agricultural 
Center, Westminster, Md. 

May 5 National Youth Sunday 

May 5-7 Association of 
Brethren Caregivers 
Family Week 

May 11 Bethany Theological 
Seminary commencement, 
Richmond, Ind. 

May 19 Health Promotion 
Sunday 

May 20-24 "Church Planting: 
The Next Step" training event 
at Bethany Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Ind. 

May 25-27 National Young 
Adult Conference, Chicago 

June 1-7 Ministry Summer Ser
vice training, Earlham College 
campus, Richmond, Ind. (Interns 
serve through mid-August) 

June 1-9 Brethren Witness 
Faith Expedition to Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska 

June 8 "The Big Picture: 
What Does Peace Have to Do 
With Me?" On Earth Peace event 
for youth and adults, Brethren 
Service Center, New Windsor, Md. 

Young adults who focused 
on discernment at Bethany 

Theological Seminary included 
Jodi Good, McPherson College; 

Linetta Alley, Bridgewater 
College; and Joel 

Ballew, Bridgewater College. 
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VOUTHBEAT 

National Youth Cabinet picks 
speech, theme song winners 
The National Youth Cabinet, sponsored by 
the General Board's YouthNoung Adult Min
istry office, has selected Hannah Serfling of 
Preston, Minn., and Amy Rhodes of Roanoke, 
Va., as the speech contest winners for this 
summer's National Youth Conference. The 
two will speak at the Thursday morning wor
ship of NYC in July. Their submissions were 
selected from among 16 entries. 

A youth entry from the Bremen (Ind.) 
Church of the Brethren, titled "For Such a 
Time as This," was chosen as the theme 
song after the cabinet weighed 28 entries. 
The song will debut at the NYC opening wor
ship celebration. 

A total of 4,078 people had registered for 
NYC through the official closing date of April 1. 

Ministry Summer Service draws 
record intern group this year 
This year's Ministry Summer Service group 
will be the largest ever, with 18 young adults 
serving as interns in Church of the Brethren 
congregations and other ministry settings. 
The program, sponsored by the General 
Board's YouthNoung Adult and Ministry 
offices, is in its seventh year. 

Participants, ages 18 to 24, will gather for 
orientation June 1-7 in Richmond, Ind., with 
Bethany Theological Seminary faculty and · 
staff aiding the training. The young adults 
will then spend nine weeks serving in a min-

istry setting with a mentor. 
The 2002 group comes from all parts of 

the country, with .14 females and four males 
participating. Interns will serve in congrega
tions in nine states, and with Brethren Press, 
the Brethren Service Center, Camp Blue Dia
mond in Pennsylvania, and the Area 3 
Congregational Life Team. 

Medema, Stoltzfus lead 
regional youth conference 
Youth from the Atlantic Northeast, Middle 
Pennsylvania, Southern Pennsylvania, and 
Western Pennsylvania districts met at Eliza
bethtown (Pa.) College in March for the 2002 
Eastern Regional Youth Conference. 

Guest speaker/musician Ken Medema, a 
well-known performer in Brethren circles, 
shared on the theme "Life Interrupted
Equipping the Saints." Medema, blind from 
birth, spoke to ERYC participants about the 
ways God interrupts people's lives through 
triumph, through struggle, and through pain. 

Youth also took a spiritual gift inventory 
and discussed their gifts in small groups, 
and the conference concluded with a musi
cal, multimedia-filled worship service with 
music led by "Wake-Up Call," a contempo
rary band of Church of the Brethren 
musicians. Morning speaker Joyce Stoltzfus, 
co-pastor of Elizabethtown Church of the 
Brethren, encouraged ERYC participants to 
be "dressed for action" by putting on the 
clothes of Christ. 

Bethany invites 
young adults to see if 
seminary is for them 

in Richmond, Ind., sessions led by assistant 
professor Tara Horn backer, 
and a trip to the Oakland 
Church of the Brethren in 
nearby Gettysburg, Ohio, to 
watch the Neil Simon play 
"God's Favorite." 

Twenty-six young adults 
from across the denomina
tion gathered at Bethany 
Theological Seminary 

March 1-3 for a "discern
ment weekend." 

The event, held for 18- to 
27-year-olds considering 
ministry among their future 
plans, included several 
times of worship, two class This weekend for young 

adults joins the summer 
~ "Exploring Your Call" event 
< a: 
(/) 
:::; 

~ 
~ 

for juniors and seniors in 
high school and a fall week-
end for second-career 
persons ca Ilea "Open 
Minds Open Hearts" as 
avenues Bethany is using 
to help people discern 
questions of God's leading 
in their lives. 



NEWS 

Personnel moves 

•Bruce Rosenberger has been 
named interim director of 
Woodland Altars, the outdoor 
ministry center in Southern 

Ohio District, beginning July 
1. He succeeds longtime 
director Roger Cruser, who is 
retiring. Rosenberger will 
serve in this capacity until at 
least fall 2003. 

•Brethren Colleges 
Abroad has announced the 
resignation of Brian Harley 
as the organization's chief 
academic officer and direc
tor of program division. He 

has accepted the position of 
director of programs for 
study abroad at Purdue Uni
versity in West Lafayette, 
Ind. Harley had been with 
BCA since 1995. 

1. Dominican Republic. Under the 
leadership of moderator Eduardo 
Montero, 64 delegates and 240 non
delegates representing 18 
congregations and fellowships gath
ered Feb. 21-24 for the 11th Annual 
Assembly of the Church of the 
Brethren in the Dominican Republic. 
Highlights included receiving the 
new Mendoza congregation and 
Boca Chica meeting point, a thriving 
Dominico-Haitian community of faith 
meeting in northeast Santo 
Domingo. Annual Conference mod
erator Paul Grout was a guest 
speaker at the event. 

2. Los Fresnos, Texas. An allocation 
of $10,000 from the General Board's 
Emergency Disaster Fund will sup
port refugee work by Southwest 
Good Samaritan Ministries. The 
funds will assist in providing tempo
rary housing, clothing, food, health 
kits, medical and dental care, legal 
assistance, and transportation. 

3. Siren, Wis. Another $10,000 from 
the Emergency Disaster Fund will go 
to support tornado recovery work in 
Siren, Wis., through the General 
Board's Emergency Response/Service 
Ministries (ER/SM) office. ER/SM vol
unteers began rebuilding and repair 
work on several projects in Siren last 
fall and will be returning this spring 
to do additio_nal work. 

4. Afghanistan. Church World Ser
vice (CWS) is stepping up its efforts 
in the region after earthquakes in 
late March killed hundreds of people 
and left thousands of others injured 

or homeless. As its first response 
following the earthquake, CWS 
transported 7,000 quilts from Quetta, 
Pakistan, to the affected area of 
Afghanistan. Further CWS response 
was being planned in collaboration 
with partners. 

5. Israel/West Bank. The World Coun
cil of Churches has expanded its 
efforts in the Palestine-Israel conflict, 
renaming its existing monitoring 
work the Ecumenical Accompaniment 
Program. It will seek to monitor and 
report on human rights violations on 
both sides, support acts of nonviolent 
resistance, and engage in public 
policy advocacy. Christian Peace
maker Teams (CPT) also continues its 
longstanding presence in the region, 
especially around the city of Hebron. 
CPT's work was recently featured in 
the Christian Science Monitor. 

6. Nicaragua. General Board Latin 
America/Caribbean Office specialist 
Nadine L. Monn visited with denomi
national partner churches Misi6n 
Cristiana of Nicaragua and Iglesia 
Cristiana Pentecostal of Cuba, as well 
as the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ/United Church of Christ) in 
Nicaragua from Jan. 18 to 31. The 
occasion marked the first time since 
1995 that all four churches in the 
"Towards an Abundant Life in Christ" 
partnership were able to gather to 
meet, worship, and re-establish ties. 
Monn also visited with each Misi6n 
Cristiana congregation that is part
nered with one from the Church of 
the Brethren. 

7. Southern California. Don Vermi
lyea was in the Los Angeles area in 
late March as he continued his 
"Walk Across America." He crossed 
from Yuma, Ariz., to San Diego, visit
ing with several congregations along 
the southwestern California coast as 
he now works his way northward. 

8. Rochester, Minn. The district 
board of Northern Plains District has 
approved a new church project in 
the southern Minnesota city. The 
group, calling itself "Hands of 
Christ," is being led by Frances 
Townsend, pastor of the Root River 
congregation in Preston, Minn. It has 
been meeting once a week for 
evening Bible study. 
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BECOMING FULLY ALIVE 
An interview with Moderator Paul Grout 

photos by Glenn Mitchell 

Living life full. (above, 
left) Moderator Paul 
Grout walks with friend 
Jim Yaussy Albright at 
Point Pelee in Ontario. 

(below) Paul holding a 
white stone found on 
Cape May beach. It 
recalls a favorite 
scripture, Rev. 2: 1 7: "To 
everyone who conquers I 
will give a white stone, 
and on the white stone is 
written a new name that 
no one knows except the 
one who receives it." 

■ Messenger May 2002 



Editor's note: On March 11, during a break in General Board meetings, members of the MESSENGER/Brethren Press 

staff interviewed this year's moderator, Paul Grout, at the General Offices in Elgin, Ill. Interviewers included Fletcher 

Farrar, Wendy McFadden, Julie Garber, and Walt WiltscfJek. Here is an edited transcript from that two-hour session. 

MESSENGER 

The moderator used to be 
selected from a group of elders 
right before Conference began, 

and then they served until the 
next Annual conference. Until 

1848 the moderator wasn't even 
named in the minutes. In 1925 
they changed from appointing 

the moderator at Conference to 
se lecting him or her the year 

before. Now the moderator is a 
celebrated statesman for a year. 

What do you think the role of 
the moderator should be? 

You don't think of yourself as 
a prophet. But you've had a 

prophetic message. How has 
it been received? 

Or maybe just not a very 
effective one. (Laughter.) 

But still you've been 
speaking out. 

What do you mean that you 
feared that you would be dam

aged? Do you mean disparaged 
because of your outspokenness? 

PAUL GROUT 

When I was called, I said "Why did you call 
me?" The person on the nominating committee 
of the Standing Committee who called me said, 
"We feel that it is time for a prophet." They said 
that, I didn't say that. I don't agree that I'm a 
prophet. So I don't think I represent any kind of 
shift for a movement from "statesman." Per
haps that shift had already begun. It was 
somewhat confirmed by the way I was 
approached. I would have thought I would have 
been somewhat of an embarrassment. I would 
have hoped so. I was a little taken aback. But 
the prophet statement comforted me a little bit. 

When I say I am not a prophet it is because of my 
friend Dale Aukerman, who I felt never could be 
elected moderator. So by that standard I felt that if I 
was elected it was a clear sign that I wasn't a prophet. 

Some have said prophet. Maybe masochist is a better 
term. I sometimes appear as though I have a lot more 
impatience with the church than I really do. I think the 
church has to change to be well. To go on. I thought 
that it might be possible after this year that I would be 
so damaged that I couldn't continue in the church. But 
if the Church of the Brethren didn't change, and I think 
it has to, and I have very specific ways I think it has to, 
but if it never did, I love the church so much that I 
would never leave. If I just had to hole up in Vermont, I 
would still love the church. If anything, this position 
has made me love it more. Of course I love Vermont. 
For me it's like the wilderness territory of David's hide
out during his early warrior years. He could make raids 
into the homeland, but he couldn't remain alive there. 

I just feel that we live in a culture that enjoys 
maligning its leaders, that disrespects and tears 
apart its leaders. I wasn't positive that I had the 
strength to withstand that. 

Continued to next page. 
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Have you had 
any of that? 

Other 
moderators? 

Is it worse being 
maligned or 

being ignored? 

Do you feel 
you are being 

tolerated? 

What do you 
think post

modernism 
means for the 

church? 

I've felt that others have. 
I haven't felt that I have. 

Other moderators, other church leaders, pastors. I can't even 
stand the way people talk about political leaders. Or about their 
husbands or their wives. The way people talk about church 
members. I almost can't stand it. So I say I love this church, and 
I've always loved this church, and anything that has happened 
has made me love it more. But I am continually saddened by 
this church. The sadness comes out of us being so caught up in 
the pace of the world, the sickening language of the world, the 
sickening lack of love in the world, the sickening fear. 

I don't mind being ignored. 
But I don't like being tolerated. 

I think people know that a shift is occurring and they're sensitive to 
that shift. I'm thanking God for that. I see evidence of that through
out the church. But I don't think people quite yet have a clue as to 
what it would mean in light of our faith. What we're still thinking 
about is a cultural shift from modernism to postmodern ism. These 
shifts only offer clues as to what hunger exists, what need exists. 
What must come for the sake of human existence, for the sake of 
the earth, is the kingdom of God introduced by Christ. 

For the church it means a complete and absolute turning from 
illusion, temporal and destructive power. It means turning from 
the power we have as Americans, the power we have in being 
white, the power we have as men, the power we have because 
we are wealthy. That power has been exposed already as empty. 

The real power is actually held by churches that don't have 
that power. If you visit the Dominican Republic, you see 
power there. Now it's true you can talk about the North Amer
icans having power over third world countries. But if you go 
there you realize that they have a power we may never know. 

People really don't have any interest in moving into this new 
form of power, the Jesus power, the power that gets you cruci
fied, the power that doesn't get you elected moderator, the 
power that pulls you down, the power that says no matter how 
brutally you're attacked you love anyway. I don't know that we 
can ever move into it unless the economy gets broken. And 
that would be a horrible thing for so many people. 

It's sometimes helpful for me to talk about what's happening in 
the arts. Think of the prophets being poets, being artists, and 
understand that they were speaking the language of the artist, the 
language of the poet, the language of God. That's the time we're 
in. Artists who are doing anything significant are no longer doing 
pictures that hang up on museum walls. It's no longer ab.out 
buying and selling. There's a whole group of artists now who say, 
if it doesn't change the social situation, if it doesn't speak to social 
inequity, if it isn't about liberation, if it isn't about turning from the 
death direction that we're on, then it just can't be done. And some 
of the things that are being done are phenomenal. 

The church is still painting pictures to hang up on the walls. 
The church is about buying and selling. Modernism is about 
form and structure and the right words. Getting it right on the 
document. It's all about theology. Postmodern ism demands that 
the heart match the words. That the life match the supposed 



modernism 

demands that 

the heart 

match the 

words. 

It's about 

relationship 

and not 

doctrine. It's 

about a love 

affair with 

Jesus. With 

your wife, with 

your neighbor, 

with your 

brother and 

sister, and with 

your enemy." 

But how do we 
do it? How do 
we get there? 

You don't think 
the church 

understands 
that? Isn't a lot 

of that what we 
try to do? 

What do you 
see Annual 
Conference 

to be? 

You were hoping for an 
Annual Conference 

without business where 
we could focus on 
repentance and a 
season of prayer. 

Instead you 've ended 
up with a very full 

agenda of controversial 
issues. How do you 

match your vision with 
this reality? 

theology. It's about relationship and not doctrine. It's about a 
love affair with Jesus. With your wife, with your neighbor, with 
your brother and sister, and with your enemy. Everything that 
Anabaptism and Pietism should represent is locked closely 
together with this aspect of postmodern ism. And we no longer 
have a clue in the church how to do it. It's tragic. 

It's a huge shift to understand that Jesus is not just the model, 
but Jesus is also the way. We've talked about modeling the life 
of Jesus without surrendering to Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior. And I know that language carries baggage that we 
resist and rightfully question. But why can't we marry social 
justice with a life of the spirit? That's been one of the great fail
ures of the church . What's happening now that's most 
exciting- and it's happening everywhere though it's still a very 
small movement- is marrying social justice with a personal 
walk with Jesus, a life of devotion, of prayer, meditation, of 
fasting, not focused just on obedience but on being fully alive. 

I think the church does understand. Jesus told the religious 
establishment that they were guilty because they in fact did 
see. Look at John 9:39-41 . In North America we still run to 
the church building for an hour on Sunday morning and we 
just don't have time for anything else. The pace dictates our 
life now. And yeah, in our heads we know it has to change, 
and in our heads we feel guilty about it, but we won't take 
more time than that . It's about an hour on Sunday morning 
and if the service goes over heaven help us. 

I think it's time for us to enjoy being with one another. And to 
understand that we're with one another in Jesus Christ. I 
think this church and everybody in it needs to be broken, and 
nobody's innocent. If we could realize that together and really 
feel that, affirm that togethe r, own that individually, and beg 
God for forgiveness, something very miraculous could 
happen. It probab ly won't happen at Annual Conference. It 
will probably only happen in homes where a couple families 
get together and say, we're not going to live like this any
more. It will not come from the "top down," but the renewal 
will come from two families getting together, a small group of 
people, young people, college age people, teenagers, getting 
together and saying, "I'm not going to live like this anymore." 
So my sense is that the church wil l come alive from that kind 
of movement and there probably won't be too much we can 
do to make it happen . People are going to hang onto their 
theologies kicking and screaming, they' re going to hang on to 
their arrogance, they're going to hang on to their power. 

It's become exactly the opposite of what I had hoped. When I 
first saw that, as the business began to continually come, I 
felt brokenhearted. And then I realized that it was just God's 
way of holding a mirror up to us to show us the emptiness. 
And I'll just trust that God will use it for that. It's all illus ion. 
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What are the 
things in the 

Church of the 
Brethren that 

transform people, 
that create better 

relationship, more 
community, more 

discipleship.? 

Should trips be a 
ministry of the 

church? Holy travel? 

What does 
that mean? 

So that's what you 
mean by "eradi

cate the laity"? 

Will this mean a 
return to more 
of a free min
istry model? 

You have been 
critical of lead
ership. Would 
you say more 

about that? 

One of the primary ones for youth is workcamps. The most sig
nificant teachings, renewings, that are happening are through 
people visiting the Dominican Republic, visiting Central Amer
ica, South America, Nigeria. These are not perfect places, just 
the opposite. But the stuff that's getting in our way right now 
isn't there. What's fascinating about these trips is, people who 
call themselves liberals and conservatives are being equally 
touched. That's a clue. On most trips theologies break down. You 
have to understand why that's happening: Because people are 
yearning to be free of this North American mess, and to be prais
ing God, thankful to be alive, thankful just to have enough to eat, 
and to just live simply again. We're hungry for that kind of life. 
But we can't sustain that kind of life when we come back here. 

Holy travel, but I think we have to begin teaching that life 
here . I'd l ike to see the church begin a 15- to 20-year effort to 
eradicate the laity of the church. 

For years we've talked about the priesthood of all believers. 
We can't use that language any more. We say we are all minis
ters, we are all priests, but almost no one takes that seriously. 

There will be no more laity in this church . 
It will be a church of priests. 

The trouble with the term free ministry is, for the Brethren, 
right away they say, "Oh, ministry, and it's free!" That's 
what's attractive about it, it's free. And that has nothing to do 
with the new l ife that we're being called into. So the free min
istry term doesn't work any more. I dream of the formation of 
a monastery where we would build simple huts and teach 
people they don't have to have hot water all the time. Where 
they might have to cut their own wood for heat. Where they 
would learn tentmaker ministry. Where they would learn to 
l ive on nothing. It wouldn't mean they would have to have 
noth ing. But they would not be subject to having to have. 
Right now even our pastors are probably looking at the stock 
market more than they are their Bibles. We would train 
people to be alive again, to enjoy a g lass of water, to enjoy 
food the way it's meant to be enjoyed . To be able to live on so 
little that you have time for prayer. Right now we feel that if 
we have 20 members and can't afford a pastor we are a dying 
church. But a church of 20 priests is a strong church. 

I was critical of my own leadership. I finally had to leave_ 
Genesis [the congregation he former ly served in Putney, 
Vermont] because my leadership had become stale. With
out meaning to, our church fell into structure and 
committees. I ended up going only a year longer than I 
should have, but that was still a year. I think I'm stil l finding 
my way. I think we are more tied to the perpetuation of 
institutions than we ever realized. What really should have 
happened to Genesis probab ly five years ago is it shou ld 
have closed its doors, and walked out of the building, and 
started meeting in homes, and said, "Let's start a new 
church development project." But that's very threatening. 
The institution, the denomination, isn't going to do that. 



(After 9/11) 
II 

there was a 

good quiet, a 

good thought

fulness. There 

was a good 

caring for 

one another. 

People weren't 

worried about 

lines. They 

became 

patient all of a 

sudden. 

People were 

staying home. 

Then we kept 

being pushed 

to get back to ,, 
normal. 

So a leader would be 
willing to step away 
from the institution 

and go a different 
direction? Can you 

name some more 
qualities? 

What do you tell 
young people about 

popular culture? You 
embrace popular cul

ture in some of the 
things you say. But it 
has danger for young 

people. Do you talk 
to them about that? 

We haven't talked 
about peace, war, and 
the culture of violence 
in America, especially 

since September. 

Your statement was 
that we should react 
with silence. But for 

how long? 

When is it time to 
speak? 

I think the emerging church is not going to have a pastor in 
~ the same way we have pastors now. I don't like the term free 

ministry. But I'd like to see "apostle leadership" over maybe 
two or three or four churches. I'd like to see less preaching in 
worship and more scripture and prayer and singing and 
praise. I'd like to see committees done away with and prayer 
groups emerge. I'd like for us to be willing to walk away from 
church buildings. They are too often destroying the ministry 
of the church rather than helping . 

You're not going to get kids to reject popular culture by dis
paraging popular culture. If you're going to disparage 
popular culture you have to disparage the church in the 
same way. There is as much prophetic stuff coming out of 
popular culture these days as is coming out of the church . 
So the focus can't be on kids leaving popular culture. The 
focus is on kids wanting to be alive. There is not a kid in 
high school in North America past sophomore year who 
doesn't know something is terribly wrong. The agenda 
must be focused on what Jesus was offering. They're not 
going to get it overnight, and it may take a long time, but 
it's worth it. Because we all know something is terribly 
wrong. Everybody's trying to cover it over and it's killing us. 

I was very proud of the Brethren and very thankful for the 
Brethren during that whole time. At the same time I found 
myself troubled by what I would consider too-quick 
responses in terms of traditional pacifist statements and 
views that were thrown out in a modernist reaction. This was 
a way of not dealing with what was really happening. So we 
make statements, and the statements are ways to again put 
us on the right side quick, as opposed to the wrong side, and 
we really don't have to deal with our faith. We don't have to 
deal with what God would say to us in that moment. And so I 
found myself thankful for what was coming out of the 
church, and yet I also found myself feeling like these are just 
statements. We feel good for having made them, and we're 
not getting what's going on. I think pacifists have too easily 
felt good about their pacifism since Sept. 11. 

I think mine was another statement 
that was pretty unhelpful. 

It was good being around for the weeks afterward. It was good 
traveling. There was a good quiet, a good thoughtfulness. 
There was a good caring for one another. People weren't wor
ried about lines. They became patient all of a sudden. People 
were staying home. Then we kept being pushed to get back to 
normal. And I think the statements we made were part of get
ting back to normal. We make statements so we don't have to 
be quiet. Our prayer should be, "God make me alive in this. 
Make me not afraid. I see where I'm afraid. I see where I'm 
afraid of the stock market crashing and my pension isn't going 
to be there." That was a time when our way of life really 
seemed to be falling apart and we really could have stopped 
and dealt with our dependencies. Instead we make statements. 
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You have asked the 
church not to con

tend between liberals 
and conservatives, 

but to together seek 
the mind of Christ. 

Would you 
elaborate? 

But that's 
not all liberalism? 

Do the groups on 
either side of those 

labels need each 
other to accom

plish their visions 
for the church? 

Our children now 
live in a much more 

multi-religious 
society than we 

grew up in. Their 
classrooms have 

Muslims and Chris
tian Scientists and 
Buddhists. How do 
you talk about our 

Christian faith in 
the context of them 

living in an 
extremely multi-

religious town 
where their friends 
are of other faiths? 

The scripture comes 
to mind where God 

says I abhor your 
festivals and burnt 
offerings. Is that a 
scripture that you 

look to often? Or is 
there another scrip

ture that hits the 
essence of your 
message to the 

church? 

Let's discuss liberalism in the church. There was a much
needed correction to the church through what was called a 
liberal movement. But liberalism moved to disbelief in the late 
1980s and early 1990s. And so we don't understand that ultra
liberalism has gotten to be anti-Christian. There is a liberal 
element in the church that really doesn't want Christianity. 
That thinks it doesn't make a difference whether it's Buddhism 
or Hinduism, and shouldn't make a difference because there 
really is no difference, because Christianity is seen as just one 
of many religions. That has done deep damage to the church. 
And it has not been helpful to young people. 

That's not all liberalism. That is ultra-liberalism. Ultra-conser
vatism has been just as damaging, perhaps more damaging to 
the church. But we have not in the church understood how 
damaging ultra-liberalism has been. We have not understood 
how damaging a lack of bel ief, a lack of the centrality of Jesus 
Christ, has been for the church. Jesus as a model simply 
doesn't work apart from surrendering to Jesus as Lord and 
Savior. Jesus Christ both demonstrates the way to life and 
empowers that way. 

The liberals who have been willing to see the sin within their 
libera lism and the conservatives who have been able to see 
the sin within their conservatism have been extremely help
ful to the church. The ones who have only been able to see 
an enemy on the other side and not their own sin have been 
extremely damaging to the church. 

Do you think Jesus was afraid of Samaritans? Of Muslims? He 
realized that what was killing faith was their own religion. I really 
just don't see a problem, if we do evangelism while living the 
Jesus life. The Taize community is living a monastic life in a tiny 
town in France and young people from all over the world are 
flocking there. Yet we want to do evangelism with some kind of 
word game, and you're going to be damned if you don't believe 
this stuff. No kid in their right mind is going to buy it. It's illusion. 
We have to face the fact that generally the biggest block against 
evangelism in this country is Christians. We know that. But we're 
not going to do anything about it. Because it's easier to stay on 
the drug of saying, "You believe this and you say this thing and 
you'll be all right. You'll go to heaven. And everybody else will 
go to hell." That kind of religion is just another drug. And we just 
keep pumping it into our veins. It's the same drug that allows 
suicide bombers to blow away enemies, thinking that it will get 
them to heaven. 

I used to refer to that one a lot more. I'll tell you 
why I shifted from that. I think God is saying, "I 
love you, I love you so much. I want you to be 
healthy again." I think age has done some of that. I 
think loving life has done some of that. I've fallen 
in love with life the last number of years. And so 
the scripture that comes to mind is Jesus telling 
his disciples, "But now I come to thee, and these 
things I speak in the world, that they may have my 
joy made full in themselves" (John 17:13). 

::. 



An open letter to Standing Committee ________ _ _ 
Moderator Paul Grout sent this letter to Standing 

Committee members in March, regarding issues 
before Annual Conference. 

There is a certain amount of business that must 

come before the Annual Conference each year. 

The institution of the church is accountable to 
and overseen by the Annual Conference. 

I am troubled by the amount of business 

coming before the Conference related to issues 

that will be debated and decided by vote. 

Different groups within the church too often 

compete for influence, believing they uniquely 
represent God's truth. Speeches are made, votes 

are taken, there are "winners" and "losers." Both 

"winners" and "losers" often leave Conference 

justified, bolstered in their personal convictions, 

with illusions of their faithfulness solidified . 

In past years faith has increasingly come to be 

understood as one's relationship to issues, rather 

than one's relationship to God in Jesus Christ, 

and in Christ to one another. The spiritual author
ity of Annual Conference has become seriously 

compromised by its very process. 

There may be reasons that words like vote, 

voting, elections, majority rule, boards, commit

tees, and parliamentary procedure are not in the 
New Testament. 

There are single issues coming before us that 

could and likely should take up our entire time 

together if we approach each issue with prayer, 

prayerful Bible study, and prayerful listening to 

what God would say through the Holy Spirit speak
ing through the Word and through one another. 

I will honor our use of parliamentary procedure, 

but in all issues that come before us we will seek 

the unity of the Body of Christ. 

A Christ-like attitude, a repentant spirit, a pure 

heart for God, a love of sisters and brothers, trusting 

that God will speak to a unified Christ-surrendered 

body is the foundational business of the church. 

CONFERENCE 
COMES TO 

KENTUCKY 
A preview of the Big Meeting in Louisville 

by Walt Wiltschek 

For five days this summer, 
Brethren will be calling Louisville 
their old Kentucky home. 

Annual Conference heads to 
the Ohio River city from June 
29 to July 3, returning to the 
rolling hills of the Bluegrass 
State for the first time since 
1969. In fact, the 1969 Confer
ence and the one three years 
earlier, in 1966, are the only 
previous times the denomina-

tion's major meeting has been 
held in Kentucky. 

While the state contains only 
four small Church of the 
Brethren congregations, 
Louisville is within a few hours ' 
drive of dense Brethren popu
laces in Ohio and Indiana and 
within a day' s drive for many 
others. For those who fly, low 
airfares are typically available to 
the city's airport, six miles 
south of downtown. 

That has organizers hoping 

for another strong attendance · 
year, following the 5,000-plus 
who came to Baltimore in 2001. 
Annual Conference executive 
director Duane Steiner-who is 
overseeing his last Conference 
before retiring at the end of 
2002-says that the Annual 
Conference Program and 
Arrangements Committee would 
"rejoice" if 4,000 to 4,500 came 
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to Louisville. 
For those who do come, and 

those planning to follow events 
from home, here is a glimpse of 
how the week is shaping up: 

Theme: Moderator Paul 
Grout of Putney, Vt.-the first 
New Englander to hold the 
denomination's highest elected 
post-chose to emphasize Jesus' 
model of "kingdom life" in this 
year' s Annual Conference 
theme, "Thy Kingdom Come," a 
familiar phrase from the Lord's 
Prayer. It carries a subtext from 
1 Tim. 6: 196, "Take hold of the 
life that is really life." 

Grout engaged his passion 
for art by also designing this 
year's logo, a stark black-and
white image of words on a 
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cross, enclosed in a circle, with 
the subtext below it. 

In describing the theme, 
Grout writes: "Jesus came to 
introduce a new way of living, a 
new way of thinking, a new way 
of being. He called this new 
way the Kingdom of God. " 

Grout explains the differ
ences between this new way and 
the way of emptiness, violence, 
and consumerism that domi
nates the world. He describes 
the path Jesus offered his disci
ples by saying, "This new way 
of living brought people into a 
new relationship to God, one 
another, and all creation." 

Business: Ironically, the 
heaviest and most controver
sial agenda in years comes in a 
year when the moderator 
expressed hopes for a year 
without business, so that 
prayer and repentance could 
take center stage. If Brethren 
weren't pacifists, handling 
such an agenda in a city that 
leads the nation in baseball bat 
production could be a concern. 

River, w hich separates Main attractions: 

Business before delegates this 
year includes several "hot
button" issues: a query on the 
licensing and ordination of 
homosexual people to ministry 
in the denomination, two 
queries asking for consideration 
of the denomination's name and 
whether it should be changed, 
and requested affirmation of the 
General Board's decision to 
relate to "separated" Brethren 
in India in addition to the 
Church of North India. 

The query on licensing and 
ordination of homosexuals, 
which comes from Northern 
Ohio District, asks for a "clear, 
definitive answer of interpreta
tion from Annual Conference" 
to clear up "the wide divergence 
of interpretation that currently 
exists within the denomination:" 

The similar queries on 
denominational name, one from 
Pacific Southwest and one from 
Northern Plains, each ask for a 
committee to be appointed, 
with the Pacific Southwest ver
sion specifically calling for 
denomination-wide discussion 
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and discernment on the issue. 
In other business , a resolution 

seeking improved partnership 
with the Brethren Church (Ash 
land, Ohio) and repentance for 
past "stubbornness" between the 
two groups since they split in the 
late 1800s returns to delegates 
for formal approval this year 
after being accepted as a study 
paper in 2001. The only other 
unfinished business item is an 
update on discipleship and rec
onciliation polity, which 
recommends a "Shalom Team" 
model for districts. 

Additional new business items 
are "A Call to Prayer" from Mid 
Atlantic District, requesting an 
increased emphasis on prayer in 
our midst; guidelines on sabbath 
rest and continuing education, 
both coming from the Pastoral 
Compensation and Benefits 
Advisory Committee in consulta 
tion with several other groups; 
and a query on the duties and 
relationships of congregational 
moderators to the larger Church 
of the Brethren organizational 
structure, from 
Missouri/ Arkansas District. 

Schedule: The event runs from 
Saturday to Wednesday for the 
third straight year, ending a day 
before Independence Day festivi
ties. No major changes occur in 
the flow of the schedule this year . 

The most noticeable change 
from past years occurs Sunday 
afternoon, when the Brethren Min -
istries Live report of the Annual 
Conference agencies gives way to a 
presentation titled "Christ Alive: 
The Story of the Church." 

Billed as an "inspirational 
multi-media presentation of the 
ministry and mission of the 
Church of the Brethren," it is 
being sponsored by the Program 
and Arrangements Committee 
and developed by a three-person 
task force in consultation with 
the various agencies . 

Business sessions will follow, 

including a session Sunday 
evening. Five more sessions are 
slated for Monday through 
Wednesday, as in past years. 

A new dinner to welcome and 
hear from international visitors 
will be held Saturday before open 
ing worship. Most of the other 
regular meal events return, with 
highlights including the Associa -
tion of Brethren Caregivers 
celebrating its 50th anniversary; 
German Mennonite Fernando 
Enns, who helped to start the 
Decade to Overcome Violence, 
addressing the Ecumenical Lun -
cheon; former Sen. Paul Simon of 
Illinois speaking at the MESS EN -
GER dinner; artist Timothy Botts 
at the Brethren Press breakfast; 
and Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria 
president Toma Ragnjiya keynot
ing the Global Ministries dinner. 

Worship: The theme will 
again be addressed in five all
Conference worship times, 
beginning with back -to -back ser
vices Saturday evening and 
Sunday morning. 

Grout will lead two of the wor 
ships, preaching on Saturday 
night and working with Emily 
Shonk Edwards and a "worship 
team" to create a closing worship 
experience on Wednesday morn -
ing that will include communion. 

Other preachers are Bethany 
Theological Seminary president 
Gene Roop on Sunday morning; 
Valentina Satvedi, pastor of the 
South Bay Community Church of 
the Brethren, Redondo Beach, 
Calif., Monday evening, and noted 
author Dr. Tex Sample of 
Goodyear, Ariz., Tuesday evening. 

Program and Arrangements 
Committee member Marla Bieber 
Abe serves as worship coordinator 
this year. Tony Leach of State 
College, Pa., is music coordina 
tor; Michelle Grimm of Onekama, 
Mich., is choir director; Lillian 
Long of Philippi, W.Va. , is organ
ist; and Diana Bucher of North 
Manchester, Ind., is pianist. 

Set ting: The Kentucky 
International Convention 
Center is located in the heart of 
downtown Louisville , with 
numerous hotels and restau 
rants nearby-many of them 
historic and beautifully 
restored. The modern Hyatt 
Regency, connected to the con 
vention center via a skywalk, 
will be host to many Confer
ence-related events. 

"Louisville has a newly 
expanded and renovated conven -
tion center," Steiner says . "There 
seems to be adequate hotel facili
ties within walking distance for 
us. It will house the Brethren 
quite comfortably ... . Louisville 
seems to be a city that will pro
vide a 'good bang for the buck' 
for attendees ." 

Downtown attractions include 
the world-famous Louisville 
Slugger Bat Factory and 
Museum, the Louisville Science 
Center and IMAX Theatre, boat 
cruises on the Ohio River, the 
Kentucky Art and Craft Gallery, 
and the minor-league baseball of 
the Louisville Bats . 

Brethren who wish to "horse 
around" in their free time can 
find Churchill Downs and the 
Kentucky Derby Museum 
nearby, along with the 
Louisville Zoo, the Falls of the 
0 hio interpretive center, and 
Six Flags Kentucky Kingdom 
amusement park. 

Farther afield , Fort Knox-a 
US military installation-is 
located about 25 miles south
west of the city (though there 
are no free gold bullion sam
ples). Within a 90-minute drive 
are the Kentucky Horse Park in 
Lexington, Daniel Boone 's 
grave and the State Capitol in 
Frankfort, Mammoth Cave 
National Park, Abraham Lin
coln' s birthplace in 
Hodgenville, historic Bardstown 
(site of the real "My Old Ken
tucky Home"), and several 
Shaker Community sites . 
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Lucas Durigon with Mary Jo 
Flory Steury, ministry director 

of the General Board. 
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Learn to know the 
Leaders of the new Church of the Brethren in 

Brazil share their faith and their hopes 

W
hat do 18th-cen
tury Schwarzenau 
and 21st-century 

Brazil have in common? 
More than one might think, 
at least where Brethren are 
concerned. 

While spending time 
with the leaders of the 
fledgling Church of the 
Brethren in Brazil ("lgreja 
da Irmandade" in the 
native Portuguese), I 
couldn't help but think 
back to the denomina
tion's German origins. 
Like the original Brethren 
founders, here is a small 
group of adults looking for 
a more meaningful, more 
faithful, way to live out 
what they believe. 

Finding Christianity in 
Brazil isn't a problem. 
Churches are abundant, 
with Protestant congrega
tions springing up like 
wildflowers over the past 
decade. This group, how
ever, has found those 
churches lacking. The 
churches do well at praise 
and evangelism, but they 
don't possess the depth or 
the actions to back up the 
words that these Brazilian 
leaders want to see. 

In March 2001, the 
Church of the Brethren Gen -
eral Board gave the green 
light for this group to pursue 
its dream. Global Mission 

Partnerships director Merv 
Keeney then worked with 
Marcos Inhauser, a Brazilian 
who attended Bethany Theo
logical Seminary and 
became ordained in the 
Church of the Brethren, to 
help that dream become 
reality through resources 
and support. 

Just over a year later, four 
fellowships are meeting 
within a one-hour radius of 
Inhauser's home city of 
Campinas. About 80 people 
are part of those fellow
ships, with Inhauser serving 
as national director and a 
team of five other adults 
assisting him in leadership. 
These five volunteers meet 
regularly and serve as the 
officers of the church. 

Most of them met 
Inhauser through his work 
teaching at an independent 
seminary in Campinas, 
which he did through 2001; 
four expressed their desire 
to become licensed in the 
Church of the Brethren. In 
early March, that step also 
became a reality as Mary Jo 
Flory Steury, the General 
Board's director of Ministry, 
conducted the church's first 
licensing service. 

The energy and excitement 
in the new beginning in 
Brazil is best told in the jour
neys of the people behind it. 
These are their stories: 

Nelson Gervoni 
One of the elder members of 
the group at age 45, Nelson 
Gervoni brings a wealth of 
experience and passion to the 
new endeavor. A former radio 
broadcaster, he also has a 
rich, wonderful voice, a con
stant twinkle in his eye, and 
-as he proudly points out
a good, Brethren beard. 

He has known Inhauser 
for years, and expressed 
interest in being part of a 
team if Inhauser's vision of 
a Church of the Brethren 
presence around Campinas 
ever came to fruition. 

After his own seminary 
studies, Nelson became a 
teacher at an Assembly of 
God seminary and later an 
academic dean there, work
ing with curriculum 
development. 

When he met Inhauser, 
though, "the Anabaptist char
acteristics attracted me," he 
says. He liked the Brethren 
non -creedalism because it 
"doesn't box God in" and the 
idea that "every one of us is 
the priest," with no interme
diary needed for a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 

In Brazil, Nelson says, 
churches worry too much 
about growing in numbers, 
and that's not the most 
important thing. "You like 
to see that growth, but you 
realize it's the result of 



Brazilians 
by Walt Wiltschek 

growth within people of 
knowledge of the Word." 

Just getting numbers is 
easy, he says. Churches in 
Brazil do that through 
"recipes" of flashy shows and 
music, and by promising 
prosperity. Growing disci 
ples, however, is much 
harder. He feels the Brethren 
have much to off er in the 
area of spiritual growth, and 
he hopes that Latin American 
passion and energy can add 
its own flavor. 

Someday, he says, he 
would like to plant the 
Church of the Brethren in 
Central America, or perhaps 
in Cuba. For now, though, 
his goal is to have a church of 
120 people who are "really 
committed and involved" 
with a "genuine living out of 
their faith." He is working at 
that as pastor of the lnda
iatuba fellowship, which 
dedicated its first permanent 
meeting place in December. 

"We want to offer 
another way to be a Christ 
ian," he says. 

Edison de Carvalho 
Like Nels on, Edison de 
Carvalho was born into a 
Christian family and went 
on to attend seminary, 
where Inhauser was one of 
his teachers . 

He became a physical 
education teacher in the 

Campinas -area schools, 
enjoying his work with chil
dren and youth. His 
connection with them is 
obvious as they come up 
and chat with him, relating 
easily with his easygoing 
manner- and the cool 
motorcycle he rides. 

Edison, 37, also did work 
with the Baptist church in 
Brazil, but that connection 
didn't feel as good. In fact, 
he had been through sev
eral churches in his quest 
for one that felt right. 

When Inhauser 
asked him about 
joining the team 

Eziel da Silva ] 
shares his gift of 

music with the new 
Church of the 

Brethren in Brazil. 
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Maria Elisa 
D' Affonseca at the first 

communion service. 

Edison de Carvalho 
with one of the youth 

from his school. 
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that would start the Church 
of the Brethren, Edison says 
he prayed about it, and 
accepted the invitation. He 
has been eagerly studying 
its history, and now he has 
a dream that it "is going to 
be very fruitful, ... that we 
will be able to really make a 
difference here," though he 
realizes it won't be easy. 

"We know we are going 
against the current," he 
says. "People are used to 
receiving everything from 
their pastors and leaders. 
We want to teach them to 
walk on their own." 

Edison currently is serv
ing as co-pastor of the 
group meeting in Limiera 
and hopes to move there if. 
he can find work at a school 
in the city. He, also, doesn't 
want a big congregation but 
a "small church where we 
can have a relationship" and 
study God's Word . In the 
Church of the Brethren he 
sees the possibility of such a 
place, where members 
"seem to be a family, not 
just people getting together" 
for a praise service. 

As to the succflss of the 
endeavor, "We really have 

to put ourselves 

in God's hands, " he says. 

Lucas Durigon 
Edison's co-pastor at Lim
iera is the youngest member 
of the group. Lucas 
Durigon, 25, is a computer 
programmer who also stud
ied under Inhauser at the 
seminary and takes care of 
the computers at the book
store where Inhauser works. 

In talking with Inhauser, 
Lucas discovered the 

answer in his search "for 
something different" in a 
church. He came from a 
Catholic background that 
emphasized helping other 
people, and he saw the 
evangelical churches in 
Brazil had lots of praise but 
little outreach or expecta
tions of members. Neither 
felt complete to him. "It's 
good," he says, "but people 
need something more." 

As Lucas learned about 
the Church of the Brethren 
beliefs, "I found they con
nected with my interests in 
life, and I became very 
interested," he says. "I 
decided to embrace this 
new challenge." 

His computer expertise 
has proven quite helpful. He 

designed a website for 
the new lgreja da 
Irmandade, compiled a 
CD-ROM with exten
sive information about 

the church, created 
a Powerpoint 

presentation, and has 
worked on other materials. 
He would love to study in 
the United States in the 
future, both computers and 
theology. 

Lucas ' greatest passion, 
though, is for missions. 
The joy can be seen on his 
constantly cheerful, cheru
bic face as he talks about it. 
He says that someday he 
wants to go into mission 
work in a place like Russia 
or Vietnam. The Church of 
the Brethren' s activity in 
places that "aren't neces
sarily friendly with the 
United States" was attrac
tive to him. 

"I could make more 
money, but that doesn't 
appeal to me," he says . "I 
want something that will 
put me closer to God." 

For now, however, he says 
he has found his mission 
field in his own home area 
of Brazil. 

"I feel God is calling 
me," Lucas says. "Limiera 
is the first place God is 
calling me to go." 

Maria Elisa 
D' Affonseca 
serves as secretary for the 
leadership group, and she 
brings several distinct 
attributes to its work. 

First, she is the only 
woman on the team. 
Second, she has a broad 
background in eeumenical 
work, currently serving as 
the national president for 
the World Day of Prayer 
effort in Brazil. Third, at 
age 68, she is the silver
haired "elder statesperson" 
of the group. 

And finally, while she is 
glad to serve the church, 
she is the only one not feel 
ing a call to professional 



ministry. All of those 
insights make her gentle 
presence a valuable one. 

Maria Elisa met lnhauser 
while he was preaching and 
giving workshops at a Men
nonite church in Campinas, 
and she talked at length 
with him and his wife, 
Suely, about the Church of 
the Brethren. Maria Elisa 
liked what she heard, but 
she was still surprised when 
Inhauser asked her to serve 
in the leadership for the 
new church. 

She decided finally that 
she could help "through 
praying and education." A 
former teacher, she has 
made education a priority, 
both in developing Christ
ian education programs in 
the fellowships and in 
seeking education specifi 
cally about the Church of 
the Brethren. 

"The group needs train
ing," she says. "There's a 
lot to learn." 

She has a particular inter
est in liturgy and symbols in 
the church and has con tin -
ued to bring an ecumenical 
voice. Maria Elisa also 
praises the strong beliefs of 
the Brethren, especially 
from the Sermon on the 
Mount. Their task now, she 
says, is to help others 
understand those teachings. 

"The church is going to 
grow slowly,'.' she says. 
"The leadership must 
become firm, so we can 
pass on to others the 
Brethren beliefs." 

Eziel da Silva 
Two things have been espe
cially important to Eziel da 
Silva: the church, and 
music. He graduated from a 

Nelson Gervoni, at right, with 
members of his congregation. 

Baptist seminary with a 
degree in theology and 
spent five years working as 
an associate pastor at a 
Pentecostal -leaning Baptist 
church in the sprawling city 
of Jundiaf. 

He says he "wasn't com
fortable with the direction 
of the Baptist church," 
however. He met lnhauser 
through his church work, 
and they began to talk about 
the dream of starting a 
Brethren project in the area. 
Eziel, 29, joined the team, 
and he now pastors the fel
lowship in Jundiaf, the 
largest of the four. 

"It's very hard to start a 
new denomination here," he 
acknowledges, intensity 
flashing in his eyes. "People 
look for a church that has 
answers for everything but 
doesn't require a lot." 

Instead, he has sought to 
call people to commitment, 
emphasizing Bible study and 
discussion of contemporary 
issues in a Christian context. 
Church members also hand 
out food baskets to poor 
families in the area. He cre
ated a flier to promote the 
church's ministry with the 
slogan, ''A Different Church 
Making a Dif-
ference." 

While he was raised in the 
church-his father served 
as pastor in the Assembly of 
God-Eziel says he has 
"always had a dream to be 
part of a church that would 
be ethical, more integrated 
in society, have spirituality 
in everything, and offer 
more concrete answers for 
the problems in life," rather 
than just easy answers and 
hollow worship. 

Music has played a major 
part in his ministry, too. 
Just down the road from the 
church is a small space 
where he runs a music 
school part time, teaching 
children to play a variety of 
instruments. He is also a 
talented musician himself, 
whether playing one of 
those instruments or belting 
resonant vocals from his 
broad-shouldered frame. 

He wants to continue 
learning, and says his hope 
is to study at Bethany Theo
logical Seminary in the US. 
Until that can happen, he 
wants to learn everything he 
can about the church. 

"The most important 
thing is to hear how the 
Church of the Brethren in 

the USA does it," he says, 
"then shape it in the Brazil
ian context." 

Together these Brazilians 
are learning the ordinances 
of the church, such as bap
tism and the love feast. 
They are embracing the 
dedication to peace and the 
emphasis on the scriptures. 
They are seeking to live out 
a Christ-centered faith 
through both word and 
action, serving others and 
sharing their joy. 

And above all, they con -
tinue to learn- even as they 
offer the US church some 
lessons through their exam -
ple. Indeed, when lnhauser 
describes the Brazilian 
church's course for 2002, 
he does so in simple terms: 
"We want to see what the 
Lord is going to do ,,... 
through us." 16.i 

Walt Wi ltschek is manager of news ser

vices for the Church of the Brethren 

General Board. He traveled to Brazil in 

December and participated in interviews 

with each of the leadership group mem

bers, with Marcos lnhauser providing 

the Portuguese-English translat ion . 



Ed itor's note: Janis Pyle kept a personal sp iri tual jou rn al on how she 

experienced God 's presence and call on a Faith Expedition to sou th

ern Sudan. The trip, from Feb. 22 to March 8, was sponsored by the 

Global Mission Partnersh ips and Brethren Witness offices . 

Awakening to the world 

Feb. 22: My first glimpse of Africa was over Egypt. 
I saw the burnt orange glow of the Sahara Desert. I 
had always dreamed of experiencing the vastness of 
Africa. Even from the air, it did not disappoint. And 
it was a shared experience. After an all-night flight 
from Chicago, I met our expedition team, a conge
nial multi -generational group, in Amsterdam. All 12 
of us caught the same flight to Nairobi. 

The beauty of simplicity 

Feb. 22: The retired German couple and the 
young Kenyan woman who took care of us at the 
Precious Blood Sisters Catholic Guest House in 
Nairobi showed us that hospitality can be a min
istry in itself. Albert Schweitzer's words 
"reverence for life" came to mind. The guest 
house was a tropical place with an open courtyard 
and an explosion of flowers- bougainvillea in 
reds, yellows, and purples and exotic fan flowers. 

I understood our respite there as a necessity for 
renewal and infilling before heading out into bush 
country. The place was so beautiful and simple 
that we spoke quietly to one another, almost in 
whispers. We were treated to a full meal at 11 :30 
p.m. Later we were each shown to a private room 
with bath. My room had chenille bedspreads, lace 
curtains, and walls of pale yellow. The bed frames, 
desk, lamp base, chair, and wardrobe were of solid 
stained mahogany. The cement floor was painted 
maroon. On the wall were two small oriental 
paintings and a crucifix. Before I slept, I vowed to 
God that I would pass along greater kindness to 
strangers. The fresh night air, citrus-perfumed, 
blew through wrought iron bars. I climbed under 
the mosquito netting and rested deep and sweet. 

Young boys are fortunate if they are not 
conscripted into m ilitary service in southern Sudan. 



On the road to Uganda 

Feb. 24: Up early. We took a speeding 450-mile 
Sunday drive on a public bus through the heart of 
Kenya and Uganda. My "church" that morning 
was in the gathering of these holy word pictures: 

• Herds of zebra alongside the road in savan
nah country . 

• Two young girls in Sunday dress rolling 
spool toys in an open courtyard. 

• A boy with a long pole guiding a herd of 
goats along the roadside. 

• An African preacher in a long frock deliver
ing a talk under a tamarind tree. 

•Three laughing women, dressed in bold geo
metric prints, washing clothes at a watering hole. 

• Baboons gathered on a hillside watching us 
watching them. 

We stopped for lunch in the western Kenyan 
town of Kisumu. Right away, five young boys 
begged for money. Being a soft touch, I 
changed some Kenyan bills and gave each of 
them some coins. As I was going back to the 
bus, one pointed to his friend who was blind in 
one eye. "Will you take him back to America 
and help him see?" he asked. 

On the bus, I cried for all the pain and suf
fering I was seeing amid the beauty. I 
remembered the prediction of Carol Mason 
Page, former Church of the Brethren mission 
worker in Nigeria. Before I left, she had said 
simply: "If you go to Africa, you will cry ." 

Kampala, Uganda: 4 a.m. 

Feb. 25: I was awakened by the strong steady 
beat of drums. Live calypso-sounding music 
was playing somewhere in the city below. One 
dog barked, then many followed. This is 
Africa, I thought to myself. 

I was at The Hotel Diplomate in a cottage 
perched on the very top of one of the famed seven 
hills of Kampala. Moonlight fell in horizontal 
slants, illuminating the six-foot-long batik of 
native musical instruments-including drums, a 
tambourine, and a lyre- that hung above my long 

narrow single bed. I had turned down the fringed 
pink silk flowered spread. The walls were painted 
white; the ceiling and trim were finely polished 
hardwood. I lay there in luxurious splendor. 

At 5 a.m., my roommate, Jody Mill, woke up 
in the adjoining suite. We decided to watch the 
sunrise from the hotel balcony. At first light, 
Lake Victoria and the city of a million people 
were visible in panoramic sweep below. 

We had come to the region as an expression 
of solidarity to help the people survive in the 
present and prepare for the future. In Kam 
pala, we were briefed on the situation in 
southern Sudan at the headquarters of the 
New Sudan Council of Churches (NSCC), an 
ecumenical organization supported by the 
Church of the Brethren. 

There we heard that the war in the Sudan is 
one of the longest continuous conflicts in the 
world. It is also one of the most deadly, with 
an estimated 2 million persons killed in the 
past 20 years . Millions more are displaced or 
threatened by starvation and destitution as 
civil, physical, and social structures are sup 
pressed by war. Women vastly outnumber 
men in southern Sudan, because the men 
have been killed on the front lines or have 
died of disease. Young boys are still con
scripted for military service. In a booming 
voice, Gabriel Mayor, public relations officer 
for NSCC, sent this prayer heavenward for 
our expedition: "You will be ahead of them, 
God, opening the way. We are all your chil 
dren. Take away all the evil along the way and 
bring them to their destination." 

Mei, southern Sudan: 4 a.m. 

Feb. 27: This, too, is Africa, I thought. Once 
again, music awakened me; I was in a tukul, a 
mud hut with a thatched roof. The music, an 
African hymn, was from a radio somewhere in 
the compound. I was annoyed, not comforted. I 
studied the bamboo frame of the hut. I had not 
slept well. We had ridden in bush country some
times through pitch darkness. For a 20-mile 

Charles, a master 
carpenter in Kotobi, told 
the delegation that lack of 
raw materials and 
transportation prevent 
him from training others 
in carpentry. 
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stretch, we could see bush fires from the road. 
Before I went to bed, our guide showed us a 
large hole in the ground, the bomb shelter where 
we were to go in the event of an air attack. The 
acrid smell of kerosene lanterns prevented me 
from breathing deeply. Dark fears overtook. 

The roosters crowed before I was ready to 
get up. The reality sank in- this beautiful land 
of southern Sudan has also been a war-torn 
land almost continuously since 1955 . 

Welcome! 

Feb. 27: We are the first-ever US delegation to 
visit here. A throng of waving, shouting, singing 
women greeted us at the entrance to the Angli
can compound at Rokon. One woman's 
high-pitched descant, a piercing whistle sound, 
thrills our souls. We forgot the bruising bumpy 
ride through rough terrain and that we were 
dust-covered from head to foot. We were hum
bled by the warmth of the welcome. 

Voices of women 

Feb. 28: The very basics of life are missing in 
this village, we realize. In a special meeting, 
the women of Rokon rose one by one. Proud 
and g.racious, they tell our visiting delegation 
of their needs. Sapeena says that there is a 
need for wool to knit tablecloths . Rayleena 
attests to the need for a machine to make oil 
from sesame seeds. Agnes says that the women 
need a grinding mill . Anna tells of the need for 
cloth and chemicals to begin a tie-dye busi
ness. Leah reminds us of the need for both 
training and chemicals to make laundry soap . 

Our presence gives them connection with the 
outside world and strength to carry on. Francis 
Loyo, Episcopal bishop of Rokon, said, "You 
will awaken the world to our need." 

Morning in Lui 

March 1: I stayed back this morning to reflect 
on what I had seen and heard thus far. Chickens 
scratched next to my bamboo chair. I found 
myself unexpectedly envious of the community 
spirit of the gloriously dressed Sudanese women 
doing morning chores around the village. They 
are woven together as one in community. Gra
ciously, they have gone without food that we 
might have plenty, washed our clothes, given up 
their beds for us , and heated and carried water 
(on their heads) for our baths. 

They have seen our long journey as a gift in 
itself. "Thank you for coming to see us in our 
desperate situation," they have said. To a one, 
they have remembered my name (which they 
pronounce JanNEESE). "You will come back 
and see us again, Janis," they said, more as a 
statement of knowing than a question. 

Life of the church 

March 2: The church is alive and vital in south
ern Sudan. Tears streamed down our faces as 
we experienced the hope and spirit of a 
Sudanese worship service at the All Saints 
Cathedral in Maridi. Small handmade items in 
primary colors, almost like Christmas decora 
tions, brought life to the sanctuary. A woman in 
a white headdress spoke for the entire congre
gation during prayer time: "Our people are 
dying. Some are in exile. We pray for an end to 

Margaret, a teacher in Lui, is continuing to build 
the primary school system. She was named by 
her mother for another Margaret, the founding 
teacher at the school. 



our suffering. We pray for peace in Sudan." 
The Sudanese did their best to get us 

Americans to move with the spirit, wave our 
hands, worship with our whole bodies. We 
smiled at their efforts. We could only envy 
their spiritual awareness and inner life. 

Being salt 

March 6: We survived the 13 -hour night 
bus ride from Kampala to Nairobi, arriv
ing back at the Precious Blood Sisters 
Guest House at 4: 15 a.m. Morning rest, 
then a late breakfast. I reached for the salt 
shaker, a rare commodity on our expedi
tion, and pondered the new respect I have 
for salt, the mineral that gives "liveliness, 
piquancy or pungency," as the Random 
House Dictionary states. As a delegation, 
we have talked of being salt for a people in 
pain. 

Yet, the Sudanese have given back so 
much more . Merlyn Kettering said, "You 
have experienced the soul of the African 
people. Now you must act on what you 
have seen." He serves as a consultant to 
NSCC through the General Board's Global 
Mission Partnerships office. He urged us 
to actively support and advocate for the 
peoples of southern Sudan, to build inter
national pressure to stop the war, and 
support humanitarian relief for all margin
alized and war -stricken areas of Sudan. 

Coming clean 

March 6: On a moment's notice, I get the 
word that I must leave 24 hours sooner 
than I had planned . My final reflective 
moment was on top of the guest house. I 
lingered a moment at the rooftop clothes 
line before the long journey home. My 
things had dried in the tropical sun, but 
my efforts at washing my clothes by hand 
hadn't begun to get at the reddish brown 
dirt permeating every fiber. I took down 
one of my long skirts and used it to wipe 
away tears of joy mingled with tears of 
pain . So much raw emotion. I knew it 
would be days before the dirt was off my 
skin, yet I felt so spiritually washed clean. 
Why? It is one of the many deep para
doxes of Africa I will ponder for m 
years to come. li6i 
Janis Pyle is coord inator for mission connections, Globa l 
Mission Partnerships, for the General Board. 

Discover the 
History of Caregiving 

Order a copy of the spring issue of Caregiving and 
receive Brethren archivist Ken Shaffer's article 
about the history of caring ministries in the CAREGIV{NG 
Church of the Brethren. This special 50th 
anniversary issue includes stories from the 
people who have been involved in what is 
now the Association of Brethren Caregivers. 

Caregiving is a quarterly publication full of news 
about deacons, family life, older adults and the 
caring ministries of the church. Copies of this 
special 50th anniversary issue are available 
for $3.50. Annual subscriptions are $10. 

Order your special copy today! Call the Association 
of Brethren Caregivers at (800) 323-8039 . 

m 
~ Association of 

Brethren Caregivers 

TOURS IN 2002: 

Europe and More 
EUROPEAN HERITAGE TOURS: ...... ..•.. •••• •.. •.......•.......•.............. . JULY 12-29 
IRELAN D: ...... ..... ...•... ...... .... .... .... ...... ..•.....•.. SE PTE MBER 20 - OCTOBER 1 
SPECTACULAR SCANDINAVIA AND ITS FJORDS: .... ...• ... .. .. ..... JUNE 17 - JU LY 1 
SWISS GLACI ER EXPRESS: . ......... .... ...•.. ... ... . .. .... .. . ... AUG UST 12-26 
SWISS-VOLHYNIAN MENNONITE HERITAG E TOUR: .. SEPTEMBER 18 - OCTOBER 3 

Far East 
VIETNAM: .. ... ..•... . ...... . .•• •••...... ...... •• •• .. •...•......•.....• NOVEMBER 6-24 

North America 
ALASKA CRU ISE TOUR: ............... ..... .... .. ... ,, .........•. .•.....• JUNE 19 - JULY 1 
EASTERN CANADA: ........... .... .... ..... .... ......... ... .... .. ..... . ........ AUGUST 2-12 
FALL FOLIAGE TOUR IN NEW ENGLAND: ........... ......... ... .. .... ... OCTO BER 8-14 
MAJESTIC CANADIAN ROCKIES: ... . . ....... ............... ...... JULY 15-28 
MENNONITE & AM ISH COMMUNITIES IN OHIO: ......... ... .. ..... .. ...... MAY 10-14 

Service Tours 
CH RISTMAS SERVICE TOUR TO PENNSYLVANIA: ... NOVEMBER 28 - DECEMBER 3 
SERVICE TOUR TO ISRAE L: ....... . ..... .. . OCTOBER 25 - NOVEMBER 7 

TOURS IN 2003: 

Mennonite World Conference Tours 
ETH IOPIA & ZIMBABWE: . . .. . .. . ... ... ... . . .. ........... .. JU LY 30 - AUGUST 19 
KENYA & TANZANIA: .. 

SOUTHERN AFRICA: 

TANZANIA & KENYA: 

WEST AFRICA: .. 

ZAMBIA & ZIMBABWE: . 

ZIMBABWE: ... 

ZIMBABWE: 

Service Tours 
PARAGUAY SERVICE TOUR: 

... .... ... ...... AUGUST 2-19 
..... ... ......... JU LY 29 - AUGUST 19 

........ AUGUST 1-19 
.. .... ....... ... .. JULY 29 - AUGUST 19 
....... ... .. .. .. .. JU LY 31 - AUGUST 19 

.. . .. .. AUGUST 1-19 
... ...... .... . AUGUST 8-27 

..... APRIL 3-17 

CALL 
1-800-565-0451 

E-MAIL: 
office@tourmagination.com 

WEB: 
www.tourmagination.com 

"Celebrating over 30 years 
of building bridges 

among Me11non1es and 
other Christians around 

the world through 
custom-designed travel" 

9 Willow Street 
Waterloo, ON, 
Canada N2J 1 V6 

1011 Cathil l Road 
Sellersv il le, PA, 

USA 18960 

REG. #1567624 
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Are you seeking the 

wayof 
peace? 

Perspectives 
Peace: God's Infinite Justice 

by Virginia Wiles 

Patriotism and Faith 
by David R. Miller 

Understanding Islam 
by David Metzler 

Perspectives is a series of essays on faith issues 
that face Christians today and is desisned to fos

ter personal reflection and group discussion. 
$2.50 per copy. 

New from Brethren Press. ,,. 
Brethren Press 

1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120-1694 
phone 800-441-3712 fax 800-667-8188 
e-mail brethrenpress_gb@brethren.org 

WHY 1s Ro, 
ORANGE SMILING? 

The love of Christ in her heart, and a 
grinding mill in her southern Sudanese 

communi!}'. Christ came free; the grinding 
mill was sent by the Global Food Crisis Fund. 

It saves hours of work, frees young women to 
stuc!}t for school, and even prevents 

miscarraiges that often result when pregnant 
women pound grain by hand. 

Help us bring smiles to our neighbors· faces. 
Give-'til it helps! 

~SHARE THE TABLE 
9'Global FoodCrisis Fund 

(800) 323-8039 ext. 228 or 229 
www.brethren.org/genbd/witness/gfcf 
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LETTERS 

Divided over the flag 

I took a special interest in the article 
printed in the April MESSENGER, "Will 
the Circle be Unbroken?" I expected 
to read everything in the article 
except one thing. I was very saddened 
to hear the love feast was postponed. 

My heart sank as I read those words. 
For me the love feast is a time for inner 
reflection and a time for personal 
humility to surface. Yes, the service is a 

time of unity but also a time for broth
ers/sisters to right the wrongs between 
them. I am the granddaughter of a 
cook who served in Paris in WWI, a 
niece of a pilot who lost his life in 
WWII, a daughter of a Marine who 
served in lwo Jima, a sister of a fighter 
pilot who served in Vietnam. Each of 
them belonged to or attended the 
Church of the Brethren. 

I am not foreign to the idea of 
showing respect to those who have 

The War on Terrorism 
and the Terror of God 

Lee Griffith 
"For all who choose living compassion, binding wounds, and sharing 
resources so as to deny terror any power over us, The ~r on Terrorism 

and the Terror of God is must reading."_ ELIZABETH MCALISTER 

''A timely and thoughtful reflection on the epidemic of religious vio
lence in our time. Lee Griffith destroys the myth that terrorism is the 
sole property of Islam and explores the bloody images to be found in 
every religious tradition .... This is an important statement, one that 
will appeal especially to readers from a Christian background but will 
also interest anyone who wants to understand the dark side of reli-

gious faith." - MARK JUERGENSMEYER 

"This book was already in production when the events of September 
11, 2001, took place. It is as if Lee Griffith saw it all coming and 
wrote this thoroughgoing study of terrorism and its antidote, nonvio- -
lence, in anticipation of the worldwide terrorist campaign ana the ill
conceived counterviolence of the great powers. His timing could 
scarcely have been more providential, or our debt greater." 

- WALTER WINK 

ISBN 0-8028-3935-5 · 414 pages · hardcover · $29.00 

At your bookstore, l~"I.H B E 
or call 800-253-7521 2048 nM. • ERDMANS 
Fax: 616-459-6540 --■ PUBLISHING Co. 
www.eerdmans.com 255 JEFFERSON AVE. S.E. I GRAND RAPIDS, Ml 49503 



•• 1 am grateful for our democracy. I laud it when it displays acts 
of humanitarianism. I'm perplexed when it appears utilitarian 

I'm the best patriot when I serve my Lord. ,, 

served to give me the right to live in 
peace. I am also the great-great 
granddaughter of an elder of the 
Brethren denomination. I have the 
respect of my fallen uncle to fly the 
48-starred flag outside my home on 
patr iot days. But, I also respect my 
fellow Brethren enough to accept 
their personal beliefs in the building 
we worship in together. 

I empathize for the Symbols Team of 
the Mack Memorial congregation. 
Symbols can be anything from the car 
we drive to the style of our hair. A 
symbol that means a great deal to me 
is one of the original Brethren Service 
Cups that sits on the organ in our 
sanctuary. Its purpose was to gather 

money to give to the needy, but it 
reminds me every Sunday that my 
purpose in life is to be a servant of 
God and his children. 

I pray that respect and humility will 
come together for the congregations 
that are grieving. 

Barbara Lecount 
Oakland Church of the Brethren 

Gettysburg, Ohio 

Evangelism needs a college try 

I have been a reader of Messenger for 
70 years. I don't always agree, but 
don't have to. 

I would like to comment on the 
March article by Walt Wiltschek, 

"Church ties get a college try." The 
article quotes an alumnus saying, "The 
Brethren colleges are the best mecha
nism we have to develop leadership 
within the denomination." 

If this is true, and I hope so, then 
shouldn't we who support the colleges 
expect them to be the evangelism facil
ity of the Church of the Brethren and 
also the missions promoter? I believe 
they should be just that. 

I believe our colleges should be the 
inspirers and encouragers of our youth 
to promote the Christian faith and 
inspire them to "go into all the world" 
as missionaries for Jesus Christ. 

Jack Kline 
Trotwood, Ohio 

Siinple wisdo111 £ro111 

AnnaMow 

Anna Mow's wisdom is simple and 
timeless. She speaks to all people, young~ 
old, or someplace in between. These 
short, faith-filled sketches will inspire 
readers to live fully in their relationship 
with God and with one another. 

Two or Ninety-Two is a delightful gift for marking life's many passages. 
ii! 

1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120-1694 
phone 800-441-3712 fax 800-667-8188 

e-mail brethrenpress_gb@brethren.org 
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CLASSIFIEDADS 
Consignment Sales at Annual Conference. Brethren Press 
makes space available at Annual Conference for individuals 
and groups to sell items to conference attendees on a con
signment basis. Consignment space must be reserved by 
May 20, 2002. If you would like information on consign
ment sales contact: Brethren Press Consignments, 1451 
Dundee Ave. Elgin, IL 60120 or kstocking_gb@brethren.org. 

TRAVEL WITH PURPOSE - (Bohrer Tours, Sebring, FL) 
October 14-24, 2002. SOUTH AMERICAN HOLIDAY. Visit 
Rio De Janeiro, Brazil and Buenos Aires, Argentina. May 5-
21, 2003, SOUTH AMERICAN EXPLORER visiting New 
Zealand and Australia. Special places of interest - Queen
stown, Christchurch, New Zealand. Melbourne, Sidney, 
Canberra, Cairns, Great Barrier Reef Excursion. FOR INFOR
MATION: BOHRER TOURS - Wendell and Joan Bohrer, 
3651 US Hwy 27S #40, Sebring, FL 33870 TEL/FAX 863-382-
9371, e-mail rdwboh@strato.net or rdwboh@aol.com 

Loans and/or scholarships are available for qualified 
Church of the Brethren students or employees of a Church 
of the Brethren agency preparing for a career in a health 
care profession. This program is offered through the Asso
ciation of Brethren Caregivers. For qualifications to receive 
a loan or scholarship, visit ABC's website at 
www.brethren.org/abc/. For more information, contact 
Loans and Scholarships Coordinator Linda Timmons at 847-
742-5100, ext. 300, or e-mail ltimmons_abc@brethren.org. 

Brethren-operated Child Sponsorship Program. Support a 
child throug h International Christian Aid. Operated by vol
unteers from Western PA District COB, ICA supports 
programs in Honduras, Nicaragua, India, and a developing 
program in Mexico. Help us offer hope where there is no 
hope. $25 per month and lots of prayer will help bring this 
hope to a child. For information, contact International 
Christian Aid, 115 Spring Rd., Hollsopple, PA 15935. Phone 
888-643-7421 or e-mail interaidinc@aol.com. 

CPS COS, Volunteers and Friends of Castaner: 
A group of committed Castaner residents is _planning to 
rebuild and restore the old Casa Grande to its original 
specifications using native lumber. The structure will be 
mainly used as a history of coffee museum-the agricultura l 
commodity most associated with the community. Esti
mated cost is $1,000,000. Your help is appreciated. Send 
donations to Los Amigos de la Casa Grande, Castaner, Inc., 
Apartado 1027, Castaner, Puerto Rico 00631 . For more 
information, call Gil Claudio 440-259-4884. 

You can read, and possibly be inspired by, 'Around God's 
World for Eighty Years,' the story of Charles Bieber's five 
careers. It is available at 717-581-0884 or e-mail 
cmbieber@juno.com . 

Manchester College invites its alumni to drop by campus 
on the way to or from Annual Conference in Louisville. The 
admissions staff will happily talk to prospective students, 
while the alumni office will gladly welcome home alumni 
with personalized campus tours. Call admissions at 800-
852-3648 or the alumni office at 888-257-2586 to let us 
know when you're coming. 
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LETTERS 
A Christian patriot's response 

MESSENGER has been our main contact 
with our denomination these past 35 
years. Every issue is read from cover 
to cover. 

I found the letters in the Jan.-Feb. 
issue most stimulating in reaction to 
position statements made in the 
November issue regarding the terrorist 
attacks. The differing views raised only 
a few of the many issues facing 
Brethren in response to such a horren
dous act of violence. 

Although I was a conscientious 
objector in WWII, I still wrestle with the 
matter of response as one who is com
mitted to follow Christ. What is the 
solution when militant forces strike in 
death-dealing violence, victimizing 
innocent people? The secular answer is 
clear. Search and destroy. Avenge and 
punish with force of arms. But then the 
avenging angel becomes li ke the evil 

spirit it would destroy. 
As people of the way of the cross, we 

examine our response in the light of 
Christ. We may not all agree. But we try 
in the light we have. I can't believe bur 

Creator is one to condone killing people 
who do evil things. 

In the immediate aftermath of the 
9/11 events there was a groundswell of 
compassion for the victims. Much of 
the world expressed that feeling to our 
nation . That spirit might have been 
better sustained had our nation 
enlisted the international community's 
help to ascertain an appropriate 
response to the acts of terrorism. 

I am gratefu l for our democracy. I 
laud it when it displays acts of humani

tarianism. I'm perplexed when it 
appears utilitarian. I'm the best patriot 
when I serve my Lord. 

Marvin Hanson 
Boone, Iowa 

A ~tfP of~fJ(d\·1-0a_te:r 
New From Brethren Press by J. Kenneth Kreider 

"Brethren Service touched countless lives. It initialed numerous 
services which continue in a variety of forms and under many 
names and sponsoring groups. It is time to have this story put 
together in one place. Kenneth Kreider, an enthusiastic 
participant in a variety of Brethren Service programs, has 
contributed a 'a gift of love' by putting this story in writing." 

- Hazel Peters, Administrative Assistant, 
Brethren Service Commission (1953-1968), 
and member of BVS Unit #5 (1949) 

Now Available #8330 
$35.00 plus shipping & handling ~~ /,~ 

Brethren Press 1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, Illinois 60 120-1694 

phone 800-441-3712 fax 800-667-8188 e-mail brechrenpcess_gb@brechcen.org 



Please send information to be 
included in Turning Points to 
Verneda Cole, 1451 Dundee Ave., 
Elgin, IL 60120; 800-323-8039 x 
247; vcole_gb @brethren.org. 
Information must be complete in 
order for it to be published. 

New members 

Bridgewater, Va.: Louise Blan 
chaine, Victor Click, Janet 
Click, Bi ll Fisher, Bly Brown
Fisher, Effa Garber, J. D. 
Glick , Becky Gli ck, Wayne 
Judd, Pat Judd , Margaret 
Rainbolt, Virginia Wil son , 
Jeanne Neff, Na ncy O'bough, 
Frank Williar, Kathy Williar 

Coventry, Pottstown, Pa.: Sand
ford J. Christophel, Karen 
Christophel, Samuel Cristophel, 
Jesse Cristophel, Trudy 
Schadler, Mary Lou Randle, 
Helen Troxell, Thomas Troxell, 
Daniel Wolf, Isa Wolf, Jennifer 
Wood, Cody Schadler, Allen 
Viola, Mary Viola, Sarah Louise 
Graybill, Jennifer Brooke Scha
effer, Anna Mae Trettin, Keely 
Marie Yost, Harry Swavely, 
Larry McAfee, Timothy Hart
man, Dolores Bishop, Clairis 
Wampler, Howard Swavely 

Elizabethtown, Pa.: Eirik Olson 
Ephrata, Pa. : Troy Martin, Darla 

Martin , Roger Kelley, Steve 
Biers, Bobby Davis, Danelle 
Lausch , Erica Lausch, Emily 
Schonewetter, John Brass, 
Rebekah Rissler, Jared Lind
berg, Paul Dirks, Al ic ia Land, 
Michelle Spatz, Amanda 
Gosling, Eric Petters , Kyla 
Sensenig, Kendra Sensenig, 
Arny Wingenroth, Dan Yohn, 
Chris tine Horst 

Hickory Grove, Dunkirk, Ind.: 
Harry Renbarger, Betty Ren
barger, Rose Winters 

Jones Chapel, Martinsvi ll e, Va.: 
Brenda Davidson, John 
Davidson 

Locust Grove, Johnstown, Pa.: 
Kayla Brandle, Tina Lauffer, 
Douglas Bilak, Tracy Bilak, 
Michael Marano, Wayne Sand, 
Robin Allshouse, Betty 
Leibfreid , Jessica Taylor, Shan
non Taylor, Karen McVicker 

Lower Deer Creek, Camden, 
Ind .: Tim Peters, Teresa Peters 

Pleasant Valley, Vienna, W. Va. : 
Janice Gaines 

Pleasant Valley, Weyers Cave, Va.: 
Elwood and Barbara Shrader, 
Crystal Lantz, Terry and Susan 
Smiley, Karen Souders, J.T. 
and Tina Souders, Irene Craig, 
Harold and Leyla Sumner, 
Jason Ball , Duane Harlow, Jay, 
Fran, and Kelley Johnson, 
Daryl and Alice Roadcap, Stan 
Thompson, Lowell, Jan, and 
Amber Roberson, Greg and 
Mandy Smith, Mary Stickley 

Pleasant View, Burkittsvill e, Va.: 
Rick Boyer, James Doody 

Rossville, Ind .: Sara Luper 
Sebring, Fla.: Helen Bosserman, 

Geraldine Berger, Walter Gin
grich, Alice Ruth Gingrich, 
Dale Miller, Lucille Miller, 
Dolores Prenkert, Charles 
Preslar, Charles Swartwood 

Somerset, Pa. : Charles Darr, 
Barbara Darr 

Trinity, Sidney, Ohio: Dianna 

TURNING POINTS 
Borchers, Darla Jones, 
Richard Martin, Jeff Strawser, 
Lynda Kinder , Lee Kinder, 
Ruby Abbott, Terry Helman, 
Ruth Helman 

Venice, Fla.: Donna Boyd, William 
R. Martin, Alice Long Martin 

Woodbury, Pa.: Kimberly Ritchey 
York Center, Lombard, Ill .: Ryan 

Bardy, Alex Otake 

Wedding 
anniversaries 

Bennett, Conway and Emma, 
Bethel, Pa ., 60 

Bever, Frank and Olive, North 
Manchester, Ind., 55 

Brotemarkle, Bob and Kay, 
Johnstown, Pa. , 50 

Burkholder, Robert and 
Maxine(Wakeman) , New 
Market, Va. , 50 

Eberwein, Wayne and Treva, 
Arcanum, Ohio, 60 

Heimbach, Alton and Marie, 
New Cumberland, Pa ., 50 

Holmes, Fred and Alfreda, 
Tonasket, Wash ., 50 

Johnson, Dale and Jeanne, Mill
bury, Ohio, 50 

Layman, Ward and Maxine, 
Dayton, Va ., 60 

McGolerick, John and Ruth , 
Knoxville , Md. , 60 

Ott, John and Loretta, Windber, 
Pa., 50 

Sutton, Charlie and Wilma, 
McPherson, Kan. , 55 

Williams, George and Margaret, 
Oroville, Wash., 50 

Winters, Bob and Gay, Perrys
burg, Ohio, 50 

Deaths 

Alexander, Leola, 96, Cabool, 
Mo ., March 19 

Alwine, Alice, 86, Ligonier, Pa. , 
Feb . 13 

Bashore, Elmer M., 95, Bethel, 
Pa ., Feb. 5 

Bitlinger, Ali ce, 95, Boonsboro, 
Md. , Jan. 2 

Black, Margaret, S ., 96 , Clays
bury, Pa., Feb. 28 

Bosserman, Curtis W., 87, 
Orrtanna, Pa. , Feb. 20 

Caton, Catherine, 81 , Union
town, Pa., Feb. 12 

Clark, John Calvin, 90, Hagers
town, Pa., Dec. 3, 

Compton, Nanette Whitt, 3 1, 
Troutville, Va ., March 9 

Culp, Evelyn, 91, Nappanee , 
Ind. , Feb. 23 

Cunny, Hazel, 82, Cerro Gordo, 
Ill. , Feb. 26 

Currens, Beatrice, 89, Hamp
stead, Md. , Jan. 20 

DeBolt, Chri sty W. , 86, Union
town, Pa., Feb. 11 

Eikenberry, Warren, 80, 
Modesto, Calif. , Feb. 21 

Eyler, Donald William, 89, 
Boonsboro, Md. , Feb. 8 

Faw, Chalmer E., 9 1, McPher
son, Kan., March 13 

Fuhrman, Merle M., 76, New 
Oxford, Pa., Feb. 14 

Good, Mamie, 88, Prescott, 
Mich ., Dec. 14, 

Good, Mildred E. , 90 , Lan
caster, Pa. , Feb. 23 

Grove, Katherine, 93, Johns
town, Pa., Feb. 19 

Hanson, Arthur W., 74, 

Hanover, Pa. , Feb. 3 
Haas, Mildred M., 92, Waynes

boro, Pa. , March 15 
Hess, Gladys G ., 92 , Duncanville, 

Pa. , November 20, 2001 
Hulvey, Audrey A. , 88, Har

risonburg, Pa ., March 13 
Hyer, Lorine, 100, Tipp City, 

Ohio, March 8 
King, Cl inton , 82, Char 

lottesville, Va. , Feb. 12 
Kline, Ruth, 95 , New Market, 

Va. , Jan . 16 
Knepper, K. Marguerite, 88, 

Waynesboro, Pa., Jan. 14 
Lambert, Bettie Vandevander, 

95 , Harrisonburg, Va. , Jan . 7 
Lantz, Vergie Ruth Carr, 93, 

Broadway, Va. , Jan. 19 
Leer, Charles Max, 84, Goshen, 

lnd. , Feb. 3 
Le Fevre, Elwood, 70, Stevens, 

Pa. , Dec. 21 
Machamer, Patricia A. , 73, 

Hartville, Ohio, Dec . 3 1 
Malone, Jesse P., 82, Altoona, 

Pa. , July 28 , 2001 
Mann, Betty P. , 77 , Waynesboro, 

Pa. , Dec. 28 , 2001 
Martin, Mattie, 95 , Bassett, Va. , 

Aug. 13 
Martin, Raymond, 88, Nappa 

nee, Ind ., Dec. 7, 200 1 
Mauck, Bessie Orndorff, 89, 

Columbia Furnace, Va. , Jan. 17 
Maxon, Neal, 83, Sebring, Fla. , 

Jan . 27 
May, Clara Wilda, 84, Bergton, 

Va., Jan . 15 
McAninch, Delores A., 69, 

Uniontown, Pa., Jan. 8 
McIntyre, Harriet, 81 , Martins

burg, Pa., Dec. 20 
Meck, June E. , 8 1, Mechanics

burg, Pa ., Feb. 11 
Metzger, Joseph Raymond, 77, 

Mulberry, Ind., Feb. 11 
Michael, Jane B. , 74, New 

Oxford , Pa. , March 18 
Millard, Charlotte Ann , 80, 

North Canton , Ohio, Oct. 27 
Miller, Edith Anna Lee Craun, 

88, Bridgewater; Va. , Jan. 2 1 
Miller, John Emmert, 8 1, Get

tysburg, Pa. , Feb. 7 
Mitts, Catherine Marie Hess, 72, 

Mount Sidney, Va. , Jan. 11 
Moreland, Jacob Franklin, 66 , 

Winchester, Va. , Feb. 2 
Myers, Dorothy Miller, 91 , 

Bridgewater, Va. , Dec. 31 
Nair, Martha , 87, Somerset , Pa. , 

Feb. 24 
Noel, Doris M. , 91 , New 

Oxford , Pa ., Feb. 25 
Nolen, Dewey, 90, Bassett, Va., 

June 8 
Norris, Glen , IO 1, Martinsburg, 

Pa. , June I 
Parr, AJvery, 77, Collinsville, 

Va. , Feb. 18 
Patrick, Norman, 93 , Landis

vi lle, Pa., Feb. 25 
Penrod, Cleada, 86, Windber, 

Pa., Jan . 23 
Petre, Ira, 91 , Hagers town, Md. , 

March 6 
Phebus, Albert A., 88, Hagers

town, Md., Jan 7 
Phillips, Clistie, 83, Beaverton, 

Mich ., March 6 
Poling, Newton Lyon, 87, 

Hagerstown, Md. , Feb. 16 
Powell, Vera Grace, 79 , Hagers

town , Md. , Dec. 12 , 
Rader, Ruth Snyder, 95, 

Roanoke, Va., Feb. 19 
Rader, Velma Layman, JOO, 

Troutville, Va., Oct. 24 
Reed, Cecil , 80, Adel, Iowa , 

June 29 
Rhodes, Madeline, 8 1, Martins

burg, Pa. , March 5, 2001 
Rhodes , Robert Earl, 62 , Seneca 

Rocks , W.Va ., Feb. 18 
Rhodes, Robert S ., 80, Martins

burg, Pa., Nov. I 
Ritchey, Thelma, 86, Martins

burg, Pa. , Feb. 1 
Ritchie, Lynwood Showalter, 

84, Bridgewater, Va. , Feb . 5 
Rodeffer, Charles C., 99, 

Oxford, N.C ., Feb. 15 
Romigh, Leoti, 95 , Homeworth, 

Ohio, Jan. 20 
Ronk, Bessie, 79, McVeytown, 

Pa. , Jan. I 0 
Ross, Lillian Moyers, 82, Math

ias, W.Va. , Jan. 3 I 
Sandridge, Lucille S. , 78 , Grot

toes, Va. , Jan. 21 
Schmidt, Jr. , Fred, 86, McPher

son, Kan. , Feb. 18 
Shafer, Maude, 83 , Somerset, 

Pa., Dec. 27 
Sharer, Helen Louise, 80, Hagers

town , Md ., Dec. 24 
Sherfy, Paul , 89, McPherson, 

Kan. , Feb. 24 
Simmons, Roy Forest, 85, 

Bridgewater, Va ., Jan. 8 
Slater, Mirrial, 82, Plainwell, 

Mich. , March 1 
Smith , Ruth M. , 87, Franklin, 

W.Va., Jan. 23 
Smyser, Myrtle, M. , 90, York, 

Pa. , Feb. 14 
Speicher, Franklin , 83 , 

Louisville, Ohio, Sept. 9 
Spitzer, Grace , 90 , Char

lottesville, Va., March 5 
Steelman, Sara, 80, Lancaster, 

Pa. , Jan . 11 
Stone, Ora Ell a, 80, Collinsville, 

Va. , March 8 
Stover, Glenn G., 88, Waynes

boro, Pa. , Dec. 6 
Sullivan, David E. , 78 , Waynes

boro, Va. , Jan. 18 
Sullivan, James Arey, 70, Grot

toes, Va. , Feb. 18 
Symmerman, James R., 68 , 

Thompsontown, Pa. , March 2 
Thomas, Orville Evert, 81 , Har

risonburg, Va., Jan. 26 
Thorne, Ada Ray, 85, Dorcas , 

W.Va ., Jan. 29 
Treiber, Hilda H., 84, New 

Oxford, March 15 
Varner, David Newton, 94, 

Luray, Va., Jan. I 7 
Wampler, Edith Wright, 89, 

Bridgewater, Va ., Jan. 18 
Weber, Barry J., 54, Blooming

dale , Ill., March 5 
Wentz, Tim, 55 , Nappanee, Ind. , 

Jan . 7 
Weyant, Alva Clyde, 53 , Clays 

burg, Pa., Feb. 21 
Whitmer, Catherine L. , 71 , 

Mount Jackson, Va. , Jan . 12 
Williams, Carol ine, 71 , Mill

bury, Ohio, Feb. 23 
Willis, Vada, 86, Bassett, Va ., 

May 9, 2001 
Wisor, John , 73 , Accident, Md ., 

Jan. 11 
Wolfe, Olive M. , 83 , New 

Oxford , Pa. , Feb. 13 
Woodard, Lawrence, 86, Water

loo, Iowa, Jan. 23 
Yoder, Arlene, 8 7, McPherson , 

Kan., Feb. 19 
Yokum, Bernice Kathleen, 73 , 

Maysville, W.Va. , Jan. 21 
Zimmerinan, 91, Marie E., 

Dixon, Ill., Feb. 25 

Ordinations 

Asta, Anthony, Douglas Park, 
Chicago, Ill ., March 10 

Gilbert, Dena E. , La Verne, Ca., 
July 3, 2001 

Mowen, John J. , Longmeadow, 
Hagerstown, Md. , Nov. 25 

Licensings 

Barnes, Veronica, Cedar Creek, 
Citronelle, Ala. , March I 0 

Bolden, Sharon Kay, Jones Chapel, 
Martinsville, Va., Jan 20 

Brannon, Keith, Cedar Creek, 
Citronelle, Ala. , March 10 

Brown, Brian Clay, Collinsville, 
Va., May 26, 2001 

Engle, Keith Shawn, Yorkana, 
York, Pa., Feb. 10 

Firestone, Judith A. , Country 
Line, Champion, Pa. , Feb. I 0 

Fountain, Jeff, White Cottage, 
Ohio, Feb. 1 7 

Hoover, Christine, University Park, 
Hyattsville, Md. , Oct. 7, 2001 

Hoover, Donald J. , University 
Park, Hyattsville, Md., Oct. 7, 
2001 

Kibler, Linda M. , Dunnings 
Creek, New Paris, Pa. , March 3 

Krape, Thomas M. , Yorkana, 
York, Pa. , Feb. 10 

Kyle, William Nelson, Dry Run , 
Pa ., Feb. 17 

Laubenstein, Judith , Little 
Swatara, Bethel, Pa ., Feb. 24 

Layman, Frank Benjamin Ill, 
Antioch , Rocky Mount, Va. , 
March 3 

Reynolds, Mary Kathryn, 
Beavercreek, Ohio, Feb. 24 

Richard, Thomas, Oakton, 
Vienna, Va. , Nov. 25 

Sites, Matthew, Liberty Mills, 
Ind. , March 3 

Weaver, R. Edward, Bunkertown, 
McAJisterville, Pa. , Feb. 1 7 

Pastoral 
placements 

Asta, Anthony , pastor, Douglas 
Park, Ch icago, Ill. , Jan. 1 

Dearth, Thomas E. , from pastor, 
Eagle Creek, to pastor, County 
Line, Harrod, Ohio, March I 7 

Jones, Melanie, pastor, Carlisle, 
Pa, Feb. , 10 

Kohler, Paul , pastoral team with 
Rex Richardson , Champaign, 
Ill., Jan. 1 

Lauderdale, Kerby, pastor, 
Peace, Portland, Ore ., March 1 

McDonald, Richard A. , from 
interim pastor to pasto r , 
Mount Zion, Luray, Va. , 
March 1 

Mowen, John J. , pastor, 
Rouzerville, Pa. , Jan. 6 

Phillips, Bobby L. , from interim 
pas tor to pastor, Living Faith 
Fellowship, Concord, N.C., 
Jan. 1 

Pugh, William M. lll , from 
interim pastor lo pastor, Monte 
Vista, Callaway, Va ., March I 7 

Rice, Larry Alan , Jr. , from youth 
minister, Osceola, Ind. , to 
youth minister, Blue Rive r, 
Columbia City, Ind., March I 
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EDITORIAL• 

Epiphanies of recruitment 
"The next day John again was standing with two 

of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, 
he exclaimed, 'Look, here is the Lamb of God!' 
The two disciples heard him say this, and they fol
lowed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them 
following, he said to them, 'What are you looking 
for?' " (John 1: 35-37). 

W hat are you looking for? It is a good 
question we all need to answer, particu
larly with regard to our vocation. 

At National Youth Conference this summer, 
youth will be encouraged to seek careers that 
embody their faith. The flyer uses that wonderful 
quote from Frederick Buechner: "The place God 
calls you to is the place where your deep gladness 
and the world's deep hunger meet." Youth will be 
reminded that what we do is not all about us. God 
is involved, and yes, indeed, God calls. It is impor
tant also to teach the youth that God doesn't call 
you to something you don't want to do. You can 
enjoy your calling. Nothing will make you happier 
than to do what God wants you to do. So, youth at 
NYC, please listen for God's call and go there. 

But what about those of us who are no longer 
youth? We understand the concept of God's call
ing, and we have tried to go there. We at least 
intend to obey God more than our own ambitions. 
Yet how many of us can truly say we have arrived 
at the place where the world's deep hunger meets 
our deep gladness? How many of us are deeply 
glad-most of the time-about our work? 

We can get to glad more often by recognizing 
that vocation is not a once-and-for -all kind of 
thing. We often think of being Called with a capi
tal C, as in hearing our calling in life, which 
becomes our life's work. But there is another call 
ing we should listen for, calling with a small c. 
Jesus is calling us all the time . 

And we must understand that calling is never 
devoid of ambition. In fact, to keep on in the process 
of finding our true vocation, we need to recognize 
and remember our deepest ambitions. Not the sur
face ambitions, like paying off the mortgage or 
getting the kids out of college. To recall our deepest 
ambitions we need to remember those times when 
we recognized, in an event or a person, just what it is 
we are looking for. There are times when something 
happens and we look at it and say, "Yes. That's what 
I want to do." Or "That's who I want to be." God 
gives us these moments as part of our calling. Brian 
J. Mahan calls them "epiphanies of recruitment" 
(Forgetting Ourselves on Purpose: Vocation and the 
Ethics of Ambition, Jossey-Bass, 2002). 

I was just out of college in the early '70s, a cub 
reporter at a daily newspaper in southern Illinois, 
writing obituaries and the police beat, eager to 
change the world. I had learned that a new factory 
would be coming to town, and would be 
announced by the governor the next Friday. 

My editor was interested, so I made some phone 
calls and confirmed the facts. I was about finished 
when the editor said, casually, "Just to be sure, 
call the governor's press secretary in Springfield 
and get a co_nfirmation." I had never called the 
governor's office before, but I reached the press 
secretary and told him I was doing a story on the 
new tire plant. There was a silence. "You're what? 
Nothing will be published on that subject until 
after Friday." I said no, I think we're planning the 
story for today's paper . Click. 

The phone rang at the publisher's desk. After a 
short but animated conversation he hung up, then 
called the editor over. Both came over to my desk. 
"That was the governor on the phone," the pub 
lisher said . "He doesn't want you to do the story. 
He says if you release the story prematurely that 
will jeopardize the factory deal and those 300 jobs 
may just go to another town." 

I gulped and said I understand, I'll work on 
something else. 

The editor said in his sternest tone, "No, you 
don't understand. You don't work for the gover 
nor. You work for us, and we're telling you to 
write that story. And not only that. You work for 
the thousands of readers of this newspaper who 
have a right to know what a few privileged people 
know. I want your copy in 30 minutes." 

That's when I said yes. That was for me an 
epiphany of recruitment. And whenever I get off 
course it helps me to remember who I work for. I 
work for the readers, for the cause, for the Truth . 
As Brian J. Mahan writes, my true ambition and 
my true vocation are one and the same. We need 
to dust off our dreams, because in our ambitions 
are seeds of transformation. 

Henry David Thoreau had a vision of .how God 
calls when he wrote this: "If one advances confi 
dently in the direction of his dreams, and 
endeavors to live the life which he has imagined, 
he will meet with success unexpected in common 
hours." We are being gently called back to what it 
is we're looking for. 

Vocation is a continual decision for Christ. It is 
not a once-in -a-lifetime decision. It's a once-a 
year decision, or a once-a -day decision. It's a 
decision to head toward what makes us deeply 
glad.-FLETCHER FARRAR 
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