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How rare it is for a churchwide emphasis to focus on women and 
men in their 20s and early 30s. That is precisely the focus of the 
World Mission Offering this October, highlighting young adults as 
agents of Christ's ministry to the world. The cluster of articles on 
"Called. Challenged. Committed" herein serves as a primary 
resource for interpreting the General Board appeal. 

"God declares, ... I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and 
your sons and daughters shall prophesy, and your young [people] 
shall see visions," the apostle Peter declares to the crowd at Pen
tecost (Acts 2:17), citing the words of the prophet Joel. 

The prophecy and visions of sons and daughters in varied set
tings here and abroad are recounted in articles by Chris Douglas, 
Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford, Walt Wiltschek, and Rebecca Baile 
Crouse. Inspiring as these accounts are, they reveal but a sam
pling of the courage and conviction demonstrated by young 
adults in the Church of the Brethren today. 

Let the whole church not only rejoice that our sons and daugh
ters are "Called. Challenged. Committed," but let us learn from 
them as they apply their gifts, energy, and imagination to being 
Christ's witnesses in the world. _:_Howard Royer 
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Intro: The church of today 
Chris Douglas, coordinator of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry, explains that youth ministry is no 
longer about entertaining "future" leaders, but 
about encouraging young voices; and listening to 
what they have to say. 

Young clergy profiles 
Four under-35 leaders explain how God called 
them to serve, and how the church looks from 
their fresh perspective. 

18 Young and Dominican 

DEPARTMENTS 

The Dominican Republic is a young country, 
with half the population under 17. The grow
ing Church of the Brethren there has many 
young adult leaders, enthusiastically spread
ing the gospel of Christ. 

2 From the Publisher 
3 In Touch 
6 News 
26 Letters 
31 Turning Points 
32 Editorial 

24 Serving in France 
Rosita Huston, 25, has found joy serving among 
the homeless at the Emmaus Community, her 
Brethren Volunteer Service assignment. 
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FROM THE PUBLISHER 

MY interest in history is about average, I would say. Like 
most people, I spend the majority of my time thinking about 

the present and the future, not the long-ago past. But recent projects have 
caused me to spend more time than usual in the basement at the General 
Offices, where the Brethren Historical Library and Archives is housed. 

One project was editing the Manual of Organization and Polity, a serious
looking compilation of Annual Conference minutes that pertain to the way 
the Church of the Brethren chooses to organize itself. Since we were doing a 
major overhaul of the manual, it seemed like a good idea to check every single 
footnote, which meant reading every single Annual Conference minute that is 
referenced, plus a few that weren't. 

The other project was preparing an Annual Conference exhibit to cele
brate the 150th anniversary of MESSENGER. That involved reading dozens of 
old issues of the magazine, ranging from 18 51 to the 1990s. 

In both cases, it was easy to get sidetracked. !found old minutes to be 
surprisingly interesting. Sometimes I noticed names of people who used to 
be active in the church, and wondered where they had gone. I was amused 
by the exhaustive discussion of trine immersion in the 1800s. Perhaps my 
favorite find was the query expressing outrage that conferencegoers were 
"trafficking" in ice cream on the Sabbath. 

But in the midst of the quaint, the impassioned, even the tedious, I found 
myself impressed by the earnestness of the voices over the years. It was clear 
that these words from the pages of history came from people who were trying 
their best to be the church and to follow Jesus. Their queries and questions 
weren't just about ice cream (for example); they were about how to faithfully 
be the church. 

Undoubtedly, our church business will look peculiar to those who come 
50, 100, 150 years after us. But if we are earnestly seeking to be the church 
that God calls us to be, our children's children will recognize our faithfulness 
and be encouraged in their own journeys. 
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Celebrating the Colorado pastor a leader 
Easter sunrise at East er sunrise service 
service, Sarah 

... '!'OIi --.... 
Leatherman Young It was "the thrill of a lifetime" for Sarah Leather

with Jim Ryan, man Young, pastor of the Prince of Peace Church of 
executive of the the Brethren, Littleton, Colo., to be one of the four 

Colorado Council of clergy participating in the giant Easter sunrise ser
Churches, and vice at Red Rocks Amphitheater. More than 10,000 
Richard Ward. people attend the service, which has been spon

sored by the Colorado Council of Churches for 
more than 50 years. 

Young, who read scripture and led the morn
ing prayer, said she found it energizing to 
speak in front of that many people. "It was 
awesome to see all those thousands of 
people out in the cold mountain pre
dawn, just to celebrate the Lord's 
resurrection!" 

For the service three crosses are raised 
on the rocks behind the stage. "It is so 
amazingly beautiful and powerful to wit
ness the sun rise over the red rocks and 
to see those empty crosses silhouetted 
against the dawn sky," Young said. 

IN TOUCH• 

Vicki U llery is 
outstanding 
music alum 

On April 29, Vicki 
Ullery from Trotwood, 
Ohio, was presented 
the 2001 award as 
"outstanding music 
alumnae" of Wright 
State University. Vicki 
earned a bachelor of 
music in clarinet from 
the University of 
Cincinnati College of 
Music in 1986 and has 
been teaching music 
in public schools 
since then . 

In 1999 Vicki gradu
ated from Bethany 
Theological Seminary 
with a master of divin
ity. Currently Vicki is 
volunteer staff for spiri
tual formation in the 
Southern Ohio District. 
Her own ministry and 
service formation 
occurred in the Trot
wood and Bear Creek 
congregations. She 
assists in the music 
ministry at the New 
Carlisle (Ohio) Church 
of the Brethren.-Glenn 
Timmons 

st 2001. 



INTOUCH 

The audience in Brethren return to 
Vienna enjoys a Austrian school for 

story by Don plaque dedication 
Willoughby. 

A new plaque on the Evange-
lische Schule am Karlsplatz 
building in Vienna, Austria, 
recalls the work of the many 
Brethren and Mennonite vol-
unteers who raised the school 
from the ashes in post-World 
War II Europe. It reads: "From 
1954 to 1961 volunteers from 
the Church of the Brethren 
and Mennonite churches in 
North America, under the 
supervision of Ing. Reinhold 
Liebe, helped to rebuild this 
school in the cause of peace 
and reconciliation." 

Several Brethren returned to 
Vienna in early May for a cere-
many celebrating the 40th 
anniversary of that work's 
completion. 

"As we rejoiced with the 
staff, students, and guests 
on May 5, 2001," writes 
Marie Willoughby of Marilla, 
Mich., "it was evident that 
the work done from 1954-
1961 by our (volunteers) and 
workcampers was and is a 
living work. The good that is 
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coming from today's dedi
cated Christian teachers can 
easily be seen." 

Among those making 
speeches at the plaque dedica
tion ceremony were R. Jan 
Thompson (1954-56), who 
spearheaded the plaque pro-

ject, and Don Willoughby 
(1956-58), who gave a rendi
tion, in German, of his 
memories of living in the cold, 
open building. Both had served 
as unit leaders. 

Also attending the May 5 
event were Brethren represen
tative Roma Jo Thompson and 
Mennonites Bill and Thea 
Claussen and Bill and Miriam 
Maust. The Willoughbys were 
able to visit the church in 
Vienna where they were mar
ried in 1958 following a 
workcamp and Don's term of 
service. 

Janet Schager, a teacher at 
the school, put together a 
number of displays and book
lets for the event and arranged 
for the many participants in 
the program. Slides and a 
video are also being produced 
with the help of her co-work
ers and family. Schager visited 
with the Brethren on July 3 
during Annual Conference in 
Baltimore. 

Orientation for Brethren Volunteer Service Unit 243 was April 
30 to May 11 in New Windsor, Md. Participants included, back 
row: Dan McFadden (BVS director); Deaun Huff (assigned to New 
Windsor Conference Center, New Windsor, Md.); Jean Linne 
(placement to be determined); Larry Petry (guest leader). 

Front Row: Louise Lora Somly6 (placement to be determined); 
Gene Petry (assigned to Camp lthiel, Gotha, Fla.); and Alice 
Petry (guest leader). 



New church in North Carolina dedicated 

Some 170 persons, representing 15 congregations in three districts, 
attended the May 6 dedication of the Living Faith Fellowship in Concord, 
N.C. The service was highlighted by the Eden Church bell choir and 
a cappella chorus. Kevin Daggett, pastor of the Sangerville church, Bridge
water, Va., gave the dedicatory address. Members and friends of the Living 
Faith Fellowship provided a meal. 

Formation of a Brethren fellowship in the Charlotte, N.C., metroplex 
began in early 1996. Services began on a twice-monthly basis in May of 
that year, centered upon the Harrisburg/Concord area. Until the fellowship 
purchased the current location, worship services and other activities were 
conducted at five different sites consecutively. Mark Nichols served as 
pastor from October 1997 until April 2000. Since that time, Bobby Phillips 
has served as interim pastor. 

The church facility, encompassing 7,000 square feet of usable space, is on 
a three-acre tract on Rock Hill Church Road. Reconditioned after purchase 
from another denomination, the building is accessible to the disabled. The 
building's two wings provide a worship area with seating for 175 persons 
along with an educational and fellowship wing. Total indebtedness on this 
facility, valued at $625,000, is approximately $395,000. The Living Faith Fel
lowship currently has approximately 40 members. 

For more information about the Living Faith Fellowship contact Bobby 
Phillips at bephillips@vnet.net. 

Miami First 
member named 
Teacher of the Year 

Karen Sutton of North 
Miami Beach, Fla., 
was named Miami
Dade County Teacher 
of the Year in Febru
ary. She is an English 
teacher in the Mar
itime and Science 
Technology High 
School and a member 
of Miami First Church 
of the Brethren, where 
she serves as clerk of 
the congregation . 

"Karen believes that 

Karen Sutton 

the most important 
thing a teacher can do 
is to empower her stu
dents to be confident, 

capable, and success
ful human beings in 
today's complex 
world," read the 
award citation. 

"The students in 
her English and jour
nalism classes are 
not spoon-fed facts 
but rather are 
expected to take own
ership of their own 
education. She 
strives to make her 
lessons relevant by 
bringing in issues of 
the day and relating 
them to Shakespeare 
or other authors." 

Remembered 

For 24 years, Robert 
Mays was pastor of the 
Olympic View Commu
nity Church of the 
Brethren in Seattle, 
Wash. Since his retire
ment 14 years ago, he 
has been a valued par
ticipant in the church 
and in the Oregon
Washington District. He 
died June 2 at age 79. 

A graduate of 
McPherson College 
and Bethany Theologi
cal Seminary, he 
served with Brethren 
Volunteer Service in 
Italy (1946-48) and was 
employed by McPher
son College for four 
years (1950-54). For 
nine years (1954-63) he 
was the pastor of the 
Santa Ana (Calif.) 
Church of the Brethren. 

Glen Norris, retired 
pastor and editor for 
the Church of the 
Brethren General 
Board, died June 1 at 
the age of 101. He was 
a resident of Mor
risons Cove Home, 
Martinsburg, Pa. 

Early in his ministry 
he was a missionary in 
Sweden. He served as 
pastor of congrega
tions at New Paris, Ind.; 
Parker Ford, Pa.; 
Altoona, Pa. (28th 
Street); Ambler, Pa.; 
Hanover, Pa.; and 
Williamsburg, Pa. From 
1960 to 1966 he was 
editor of adult publica
tions for the General 
Board. He and his wife, 
Lois, lived in Elgin, 111., 
from 1960 to 1986. 

Robert Raymond 
"Bob" Jones, 72, of 
Daleville, Va., died in 

June. As a Church of 
the Brethren pastor he 
served Markleysburg, 
Pa.; Fraternity in Win
ston-Salem, N.C.; Chris
tiansburg, Va.; Clays
burg, Pa.; Maple Grove 
in Salix, Pa.; and Monte 
Vista in Callaway, Va. 

He was a member of 
the Virlina District staff 
from 1968 to 1992 with 
service at Camp Bethel. 

Beaver Creek 
couple celebrates 
72nd anniversary 

Leroy and Naomi 
Smith of Beaver Creek 
Church of the Brethren, 
Hagerstown, Md., cele
brated their 72nd 
wedding anniversary 
on March 30. Both are 
91 years old. They were 
married on March 30, 
1929. They have 6 chil
dren, 20 grandchildren, 
29 great-grandchildren 
and 1 great -great 
granddaughter. 

They lived in the 
Beaver Creek area for 
about 60 years before 
moving into an assisted 
living facility. Rachel 
Black, pastor of Beaver 
Creek, congratulated 
them on being married 
so many years. Leroy 
Smith replied, "That is 
what I am supposed to 
do. We are supposed to 
stay together. That is 
what I believe." 

Leroy was a self
employed truck driver 
and Naomi was a home
maker. Leroy has been a 
member of Beaver 
Creek since he was 17 
years old. Naomi has 
been a member since 
her mid-20s. 
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BRETH RENS PEAK 

,, It's outside 

anything 
I've ever 

experienced. 

It pushes the 
envelope of 
my comfort 

zone, and so it 

provides some 
fertile ground 
for learning. ,, 

Cindy Laprade, 
Ministry Summer Service 
participant from Rocky 
Mount, Va ., looking 
forward to her summer 
internship 
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Ministry Summer Service to their individual sites. Seven 
opportunity for growth of this year's interns are serving 

in congregations; two are in the 

Allen Hansell, director of the Church of the Brethren General 

General Board's Ministry office, 
liked what he saw when he 
looked around at this year's 
group of Ministry Summer Ser
vice mentors. 

"I don't know that I'd change 
a single one after being here 
this week," Hansell said of the 
mentor-intern pairings. "I think 
it's a pretty good match up." 

Nine such teams are partici
pating in the program this 
year, the sixth summer it has 
been offered. A young adult is 
paired with an experienced 
minister for nine weeks, pro
viding a chance to explore the 
possibility of a ministry career 
firsthand. 

The teams gathered with 
Hansell and Chris Douglas of 
the Youth/Young Adult Min
istries office, which co-sponsors 
the program, for a week of 
intensive orientation in Rich
mond, Ind., before heading out 

Offices in Elgin, Ill. 
Douglas says she envisions 

mentors as people who will 
"walk with" the interns for a 
summer. She says mentoring 
is also a chance to "see the 
church through the eyes of 
young adults" as the interns 
ask questions and voice 
thoughts and opinions. 

Interns expected it would be a 
time of growth for them, as well. 

"I had a really great experi
ence last summer, and I felt 
there were a lot of areas where 
I needed more work and still 
had a lot to learn," said Beth 
Rhodes of Roanoke, Va., one of 
two interns in the program for a 
second straight year. 

"It's outside anything I've 
ever experienced," added 
intern Cindy Laprade of Rocky 
Mount, Va. "It pushes the enve
lope of my comfort zone, and 
so it provides some fertile 

ground for learning." 
MSS interns and their men

to rs are: 
Dion Hunt/Glenn Timmons, 

General BoardCongregational 
Life Ministries office, Elgin, Ill. 

Beth Allen/Ken Shaffer, 
Brethren Historical Library and 
Archives, Elgin, Ill. 

Beth Rhodes/Christy Walters
dorff, York Center Church of the 
Brethren, Lombard, Ill. 

Greg Risser/Reid A. Firestone, 
Mount Pleasant Church of the 
Brethren, North Canton, Ohio. 

Cindy Laprade/Jeff Carter, 
Manassas (Va.) Church of the 
Brethren. 

Terri Harvey/Twyla Rowe, 
Westminster (Md.) Church of 
the Brethren. 

Julie Ann Ott/Richard E. God
frey, Madison Ave. Church of 
the Brethren, York, Pa. 

Timothy Craver/Steve Van 
Houten, Akron (Ohio) Spring
field Church of the Brethren. 

Sarah Yingling/Paul D. 
Steiner, Mountville (Pa.) Church 
of the Brethren. 

Ministry Summer Service interns and mentors include, front row, from left: Beth Rhodes (intern), Tim 
Craver (intern), Paul Steiner, Glenn Timmons, Dion Hunt (intern), Jeff Carter, Steve Van Houten, Christy 
Waltersdorff, Reid Firestone, Cindy Laprade (intern), Dick Godfrey, Twyla Rowe, Greg Risser (intern), Allen 
Hansell, Ken Shaffer. Back row: Sarah Yingling (intern), Terri Harvey (intern), Julie Ann Ott (intern), Beth 
Allen (intern), Chris Douglas, Greg Risser (intern). 



The Bethany Theological Seminary Class of 2001 includes, first row, from left. 
Katherine Gandy, Modesto (Calif.) Church of the Brethren; Amy Messler, Providence 
Church of the Brethren, Royersford, Pa. ; Kathryn Royer, Cedar Grove Church of the 
Brethren, New Paris, Ohio; Melissa Bennett, Prairie City (Iowa) Church of the Brethren. 
Standing: Leslie Frye, Monitor Church of the Brethren, Conway, Kan.; Patrick Bugu, 
Ekklesiyar Yan 'uwa a Nigeria, Mubi, Adamawa State, Nigeria; Todd Wenger, Living Faith 
Church of the Brethren, Flora, Ind.; Tyowen Pyles, West Charleston Church of the 
Brethren, Tipp City, Ohio; Dennis Beckner, Columbia City (Ind.) Church of the Brethren; 
Matthew Smucker, Skyridge Church of the Brethren, Kalamazoo, Mich.; Todd Reish, 
Richmond (Ind.) Church of the Brethren; James Lucas, Antioch Church of the Brethren, 
Rocky Mount, Va.; Shirely Handley, Prince of Peace Church of the Brethren, Kettering, 
Ohio. Not pictured: Lisa Kreig, Lititz (Pa.) Church of the Brethren. A degree was also 
awarded posthumously to John Harvey, Encinitas, Calif. Harvey died Nov. 7, 2000. 

India reconciliation work 
takes 'small steps' forward 

Following recent reconciliation efforts, 
formal talks between the Church of 
North India (CNI) and Brethren groups 
in India that separated from CNI are 
scheduled for October. 

As part of ongoing work through the 
General Board's Global Mission Part
nerships office, Bob Gross, coordinator 
of Ministry of Reconciliation, traveled 
to India May 10-21 to meet with both 
churches separately in preparation for 
the joint meetings this fall. Both 
churches have agreed to send four
person delegations to meet in a neutral 
setting to begin a dialog on both long
standing and more recent concerns 
stemming from the Brethren group's 
withdrawal from CNI in the 1970s. 

Rachel Din of Ankleshvar, a member 
of the Church of North India, and Darryl 

Sankey of Valsad, a member of the 
Brethren group, have agreed to assist 
Gross as co-facilitators during the joint 
meetings. The three met extensively 
during Gross' May visit to India and 
worked as a team in the meetings with 
CNI and Brethren representatives. 

Merv Keeney, director of Global 
Mission Partnerships, characterized 
the progress as "incremental." "This 
division in India has existed for a gen
eration," Keeney says, "and the way 
forward is achieved in small steps." 

Keeney expressed particular opti
mism at the preliminary training of 
persons from each side to help facili
tate the conversation and the informal 
conversations that have begun on an 
interpersonal basis in long-divided 
communities and even families. He 
urges prayer for the churches in 
India, especially through the planned 
October meetings. 

Seminary holds events 
for 96th commencement 

Bethany Theological Seminary, Rich
mond, Ind., celebrated its 96th 
commencement on May 5 with two obser
vances-a ceremony for conferring 
degrees in Bethany's Nicarry Chapel, and 
a public worship celebration on the adja
cent Earlham College campus. 

Nancey Murphy, professor of Christian 
philosophy at Fuller Theological Semi
nary, Pasadena, Calif., spoke at the 
conferring of degrees ceremony. Dawn 
Ottoni Wilhelm, assistant professor of 
ministry studies at Bethany, was the 
speaker for the afternoon worship service. 

Nine students received Master of 
Divinity degrees, and one was awarded 
posthumously to John Harvey, who 
died Nov. 7, 2000. One student received 
a Master of Arts in Theology degree 
and four received a Certificate in 
Theological Studies. 

Brethren raise voices 
against death penalty 

Brethren in several areas spoke out as the 
US government on June 11 carried out the 
execution oflimothy McVeigh, convicted 
for the 1995 bombing of the Murrah Federal 
Building in Oklahoma City. Held in Terre 
Haute, Ind., it was the first federal execution 
since 1963. 

The Church of the Brethren Washington 
Office issued a statement that said, in part, 
"While not absolving Mr. McVeigh of his 
culpability in his horrendous and brutal 
crime ... we do not believe that his execu
tion is God's will or in congruence with the 
teachings of Jesus-particularly those 
found in Matthew 5." It cites the 1987 
Annual Conference statement opposing 
the death penalty. 

The office urges continued action by 
Brethren, suggesting calls and letters to 
President George W. Bush to call for a sus
pension of all executions. A second federal 
execution was carried out later in June. 

More than a dozen Bret~ren held a 
vigil outside the post office in North 
Manchester, Ind., on June 11. Several 
other congregations also planned obser
vances or witness activities. 
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~ UPCOMINGEVENTS ~ 

Aug. 1-5 National junior 
high youth workcamp 
to Washington, D.C. 

Aug. 3-4 Area 1 Urban 
(Northeast) Ministry 
Conference/Celebra
tion, Cornerstone Christian 
Fellowship, Lebanon, Pa. 
Theme: "Community 
Transformation." 

Aug. 3-5 Northern 
Plains District Confer
ence, University of 
Northern Iowa, Cedar Fa lls; 
Southeastern District 
Conference, Johnson 
Bible College, Knoxville, 
Tenn.; Western Plains 
District Conference, 
University of Southern 
Colorado, Pueblo 

Aug. 6-12 National 
junior high/senior high 
youth workcamp to 
Bayview, Va. 

Aug. 7 - 11 Caring 
Ministries Assembly, 
University of La Verne 

Aug. 7-15 National 
senior high youth 
workcamp to the 
Dominican Republic 

Aug. 10-11 Southern 
Plains District Confer
ence, Roanoke (La.) 
Church of the Brethren; 
Northern Ohio District 
Conference, Ashland 
University 

Aug. 13-23 Brethren 
Volunteer Service unit 
245, Roxbury, Pa. 

Aug. 17-19 Michigan 
District Conference, 
Wesleyan Campgrounds, 
Hastings; Oregon & 
Washington District 
Conference, Camp 
Ko inonia, Cle Elum, Wash. 
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Taize "workcamp" 
emphasizes work 
of the Spirit 

Trying to describe a trip to the 
Taize community of France 
seems an almost futile task. It 
is, after all, a place that empha
sizes "being" over speaking, 
the work of the Spirit over the 
words of a minister. 

The three-times-a-day prayer 
services there have no sermon 
and a minimum of talking. 
Short, melodic, repeated cho
ruses and times of silence fill 
most of the service, inter
spersed only with an 
occasional brief scripture read
ing or prayer. A premium is 
placed on allowing for personal 
spc!ce and reflection. 

This is the atmosphere that a 
group of more than 20 Church 
of the Brethren young adults 
experienced in June, the first of 
20 General Board YouthMoung 
Adult Ministries workcamps 
this summer. Other Brethren 
groups, mostly through 
Bethany Theological Seminary, 
have visited Taize in the past. 

The journey began in Paris 
June 1 with time for acclima
tion, sightseeing, and 
group-building before heading 
to the camp-like setting of 
Taize, nestled by a small village 
in east-central France . The 

retreat community is run by 
more than 100 "brothers" who 
lead a monastic lifestyle and 
care for the property. 

Once there, participants were 
able to experience a full week 
of simple living in the cycle of 
Taize. In addition to the regular 
prayer services, everyone at 
Taize assists with community 
chores and small-group Bible 
study each day. Free time is 
also provided for personal 
retreat, visiting, educational 
workshops, or other activities. 

The community seeks to be 
ecumenical in its approach. Visi
tors, the majority of them youth 
and young adults, come from a 
variety of Christian faith tradi
tions as well as a wide range of 
geographical locations. 
Brethren participants joined a 
handful of other US groups
mostly Episcopal- from 

Jenn Hawk of Akron, Ohio, 
joins in discussion during the 
daily small group time, when 
participants came together for 
Bible study with people from a 
variety of nationalities. 

Megan Fitze, below, of New 
Lebanon, Ohio, spends some 
time journaling outside the 
church at Taize . 

Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, and 
elsewhere, along with hundreds 
of Europeans, including a large 
group of Germans. 

The multitude of languages 
spoken at Taize seemed espe
cially appropriate as the group 
was there over Pentecost week. 
The worship center in the 
immense church, with orange, 
flame-like banners hanging 
behind dozens of candles sit
ting on shelves, added to the 
Pentecost imagery. ln "the Sat
urday evening service, all 
worshippers lit a candle as a 
symbol of Christ's resurrection. 

Following the week, mem
bers of the Brethren group 
expressed appreciation for the 
opportunity to live in commu
nity, experience a variety of 
cultures, have room to explore, 
and spend some time in 
silence. -WaltWiltschek 



Personnel moves 

Marilyn Lerch will 
begin Aug. 1 as associ
ate coordinator of the 
Brethren Academy for 
Ministerial Leadership, a 
partnership program 
between the General 
Board and Bethany The
ological Seminary. Lerch 
will help oversee devel
opment of continuing 
education opportunities 
for pastors and will work 
to strengthen the Train
ing in Ministry (TRIM) 
and Education for a 
Shared Ministry (EFSM) 
training programs. 

Lerch previously 
served as pastor of the 

Naperville (Ill.) Church of 
the Brethren and is begin
ning as pastor of the 
Good Shepherd Church 
of the Brethren, Blacks
burg, Va., in August. She 
has served as a district 
TRIM coordinator and is 
currently chair of the 
Association of Brethren 
Caregivers board. 

On Earth Peace As
sembly, based in New 
Windsor, Md., an
nounced the resigna
tion of Barbara 
Leininger Dickason, its 
program coordinator 
for peacemaker forma
tion, effective Aug. 13. 
She has been with 
OEPA since 1999. 

Shantilal Bhagat, left, who retired in July after 33 
years of service with the Church of the Brethren 
General Board, enjoyed a mid-June reception in his 
honor at the General Offices in Elgin, Ill. Colleagues 
shared stories and favorite memories. Bhagat served in 
numerous roles during his tenure, most recently as a 
consultant to the Global Mission Partnerships office. 
Mervin Keeney, director of Global Mission Partnerships, 
expresses his appreciation for Bhagat's service. 

1. Houston, Tex. A team of 
Disaster Child Care volun
teers from Church of the 
Brethren Emergency 
Response/Service Ministries 
traveled to south Texas in 
mid-June, providing assis
tance in the wake of severe 
flooding. Several hundred 
child-care contacts were 
made in the first week alone. 

2. Guatemala and Honduras. 
A Faith Expedition organized 
through the General Board's 
Brethren Witness office trav
eled to each of these countries 
in June, taking groups of 
Brethren on visits for service 
and education. Nine youth 
and young adults were part of 
the Honduras delegation and 
planned to assist in a con
struction project. 

3. Bienenberg, Switzerland. 
Representatives of the Historic 
Peace Churches gathered in 
this European town in late 
June to present papers, dis
cuss the role of the peace 
churches today, and work at a 
peace church response to the 
Decade to Overcome Violence. 
Ten Brethren were scheduled 
to attend, including three who 
were to present papers. 

4. Elspeet, the Netherlands. 
Brethren Volunteer Service 
Europe coordinator Kristin 

Flory was among those 
attending a Church and Peace 
conference, exploring ways to 
overcome violence in interreli
gious and interethnic conflicts. 
The Balkans, in particular, 
were looked at as a case study. 

5. Washington, D.C. Dozens 
of church leaders, including 
Church of the Brethren Gen
eral Board executive director 
Judy Mills Reimer, joined in a 
two-hour ecumenical prayer 
service May 30 celebrating 
1,700 years since Christianity 
came to Armenia. 

6. Nigeria. The General 
Board's Global Mission Part
nerships office has 
announced a 2002 workcamp 
to the West African nation, 
running Jan. 13-Feb. 10. The 
annual event will again have 
participants working on pro
jects to assist the Ekklesiyar 
Yan'uwa a Nigeria (Church· of 
the Brethren in Nigeria). 

7 . Brazil. The new Church of 
the Brethren mission project 
in Brazil began May 20, when 
the first worship service was 
held at the home of a group 
member in the city of Camp
inas. The group, coordinated 
by Marcos In ha user under the 
auspices of the General 
Board, hopes to have three 
congregations meeting by the 
end of the year. 

8. Sharpsburg, Md. This 
year's Youth Peace "Fravel 
Team held orientation at 
Shepherd's Spring Outdoor 
Ministries Center in June, 
then remained there for its 
first assignment in a summer 
of travels to Brethren camps. 
This year's team included 
Katie Best, Rachel Long, 
Amanda Bunting, and Susan 
Chapman. 
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YOUNG ADULTS
THE CHURCH OF TODAY 

When the author of 1 limothy wrote, "Let no one despise 
your youth, but set the believers an example in speech and 
conduct, in love, in faith, in purity" (1 lim. 4:12), he had no 
idea how his words would resonate with young adults in 
the Church of the Brethren today. This issue of MESSENGER 
includes the stories of young adults who are "setting the 
example" by serving in pastoral ministries, both in the US 
and in the Dominican Republic, by engaging in youth min
istries, and by enlisting in Brethren Volunteer Service. 

One of the greatest joys in my work in Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry of the General Board is to witness 
young people participating in workcamps or M inistry 
Summer Service, offering their talents in their congrega
tions and in districts, and rendering service in various 
ways throughout the world. They are proving that they 
are not "the future church" but vital parts of the church 
today, giving significant leadership and making a differ
ence in the world. We are reminded that youth and 
young adult ministry today is not primarily a ministry to 
young people, but a ministry with young people. Young 
adults are called to bear the gospel in their own right. 

Kenda Creasy Dean and Ron Foster, authors of the 
book The Godbearing Life, observe: "Without so much as 
a ski trip or a slice of pizza, a young man named Timothy 
became the protege of a missionary named Paul. ... Paul 
does not consider Timothy an object of mission to be won 
and counted. Paul desires this young man's involvement 
in the church as a missionary in his own right." 

The Church in North America is in the midst of a 
major refocusing of its ministry with youth and young 
adults. We must not continue to base our ministry on an 
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entertainment model that was prevalent a generation 
ago. In that model, churches saw their responsibility as 
giving young people wholesome things to do to occupy 
them and keep them out of trouble. That old model 
stands in stark contrast to "another way" for congrega
tions to be in ministry with youth and young adults. 

In the recent Christian education packet of In Our 
Midst resources, Tim Van Meter, director of Bethany's 
Institute for Ministry with Youth and Young Adults, 
wrote about a new way of seeing youth in mission: "In 
this understanding, young people are not another 
group that must be lured into the church, but a vital 
part of the life of the church, an ever-renewing source 
of life, vision, and prophetic voice for the church." 

This invites all of us to another way of viewing young 
adults in the church and another way of being in ministry 
with them. A congregation's questions become: "How do 
we engage young people in living out their faith and ful
filling God's call in their life right now? How do we help 
them learn to listen for God's call to mission? How c:to we 
call and equip them for ministry? How do we share lead
ership? How open are we to what God may be saying to 
us through the voices of these younger persons?" 

May all of us come to recognize the vitality of mission 
and ministry of young adults in our denomination and 
encourage them to speak out on their vision for the church. 

Chris Douglas is coordinator of Youth and Young Adult Ministry for the General 
Board. In the course of her work over the years she has influenced many young 
people to pursue seminary education and ministry vocations. Just among the 
office assistants who have worked for her between 1990-97, nine went on to 
attend Bethany Theological Seminary. Some others are working for Brethren 
colleges, as youth pastors, or are in Brethren Volunteer Service. 



CALLED. 
CHALLENGED. 
COMMI ED. 

by Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford 

Editor's note: A recent article in Christian Century 

noted that in most denominations only 3 to 7 percent of the 

clergy is under age 35. 

But a check of statistics submitted by Church of the 

Brethren congregations showed that, of the 871 ministers 

whose age was listed, 86 are under 35---about 10 percent. 

(Another 390 ministry names were listed with no age given.) 

If our denomination nears the top of the scale for youth

ful clergy now, the percentage is likely to increase in future 

years as more and more veteran pastors retire. Even with

out statistics, it is evident that young adults are 

contributing significantly to ministry leadership in the 

Church of the Brethren. 

For this issue devoted to the contribution of young adults 

to the worldwide mission of the church, we asked Cheryl 

Brumbaugh-Cayford, a young pastor herself, to profile four 

young ministers and ask them how they are fulfilling God's call 

on their lives. 

Name: Shawn Flory Replogle 
Age: 31 
Position: Pastor of the South Waterloo Church of the 
Brethren, Waterloo, Iowa 
Why he serves: "God finally got me . ... " 

"God finally got me to the place I was supposed to be 
for this moment in time," says Shawn Flory Replogle. 
"God has been moving me to this place for a long time." 

God's path hasn't been straight or easy. It took 
Shawn from Bridgewater (Va.) College to Brethren Vol
unteer Service and then to Bethany Theological 
Seminary. Feeling a call to be more involved in the 
church, he rationalized that the call was probably not to 
be a pastor, because he thought he could express his 
faith better as a church administrator. 

Seminary changed his mind. One almost comical expe-

Shawn Flory Replogle leading an interaction session 

with church members after his sermon. 

rience happened at the Northview Church of the Brethren in 
Indianapolis, where he was a student minister. He was called 
on to conduct a funeral , although he as yet had no training 
in any of the act~vities or content that go into funerals. 
"Looking back, I see how valuable that experience was. God 
prepares, if we are willing to take notes along the way from 
things that seem completely unrelated at the time." 

As his seminary experience came to a close, Shawn 
realized that he had been "partially faithful, but not fully. 
I had followed God's path as long as it wasn't too uncom
fortable." He had been making his own plans rather than 
following God's. He finally realized that if God called 
him to the pastorate now, "someday God might call me to 
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Shawn with friend 
Griffin Unruh at the 

South Waterloo Church 
of the Brethren. 
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something else, completely different. I had to be 
more open to listening and following, than plan
ning the direction myself." 

Today he realizes that good childhood 
experiences of the church prepared him for 

ministry. "I was allowed to 
§' participate in the life of the 
~ church, regardless of my 
~ age," he remembers. His 

childhood congregations 
nurtured his questions and 
gave him freedom to 
explore Christianity in a 
setting where he was loved. 
Hundreds of role models 
showed what it meant to be 
faithful, serving, and 
loving. Along the way, some 
people quietly said, "Think 
about the ministry." 

Now, at the South 
Waterloo congregation, 
Shawn has what he considers 
"a fairly typical" pastoral 
ministry with a couple of 
special focuses. He works at 
a ministry of presence, help
ing people name God's 
presence in their lives. 

"We give a lot of lip 
service to God being pre
sent with us," he says, "but 
rarely are we pushed to 
name that presence. In 
naming, we have to open 
our eyes to spiritual reali
ties, not just earthly ones." 

A second focus is orga
nizational, helping the 
people of the congregation 
organize themselves "in a 

way that maximizes their response to God's 
calling for this place." 

Shawn strives to remain faithful to his own 
calling, despite challenges in ministry. "It is 
very difficult to remain faithful to your call in a 
congregational setting," he says. "It is very easy 
to be distracted by the many, and often very 
different, expectations placed on the pastor." 

Shawn works at it by being open to what 
God would have him do "today." This is easier 

"God finally got me to the 

place I was supposed to 

be. God has been moving 

me to this place for a long 

ti me . ,, -Shawn Flory Replogle 

to say than put into practice, he admits. "I 
strive to be faithful by listening, sensing, and 
acting on those things that seem to be of God." 

Certain people help him to be faithful, 
especially "those who come to share their sto
ries of faith, their journeys with Jesus, and who 
listen to the stories of others. Those are the 
people who are willing to be led by God 
through scripture, and not use the Bible as a 
weapon . Those are the people who inake fol
lowing my call such a joy and inspiration." 

For Shawn, real joy comes in those moments 
when a connection is made. "Sometimes it comes 
when a family experiences crisis or joy, and as a 
pastor you are invited into their world. Sometimes 
it comes in a Sunday school class when someone 
recognizes a new way of thinking about, or experi
encing God, through Jesus. Sometimes it comes 
when a story of faith is shared with me, unso
licited. Sometimes it comes when God's movement 
in someone's life is so clearly evident, regardless of 
whether you had a part in it. These are experiences 
that keep me in awe of God's wonder." 

Name: Kelly Burk 
Age: 27 
Position: Pastor of the Richmond (Ind.) 
Church of the Brethren 
Why she serves: A surprise invitation 

Kelly Burk has been a pastor for less than a 
year. "When someone calls me Pastor Kelly, I 
want to look behind my shoulder to see who 
they are referring to." 

Kelly had not considered ministry as an 
option for her life until she entered Brethren 



Volunteer Service, after completing Elizabeth
town (Pa.) College with a degree in business 
administration. As a volunteer she coordinated 
national youth workcamps for the Youth and 
Young Adult Office of the General Board. She 
traveled extensively, worked with social justice 
organizations, and gained a more global under
standing of the world and her role in it. 

"At the same time," she remembers, " I 
gained a better awareness of the pain in 
people's lives, because I was experiencing 
intense pain myself. During the second week of 
my BVS orientation, I received news that my 
father was killed in an accident. " 

The deep pain of her loss caused Kelly to 

struggle with her faith, and that struggle led her 
to Bethany Theological Seminary. "I worked 
hard at replacing the theology of my childhood 
with one that could incorporate tragedy and 
pain. It was a time of great learning, healing, and 
deepening of faith. It also was a time of great 
affirmation of my gifts for ministry. It soon 
became clear to me that I was called by God to 
spend my career in some form of ministry." 

But Kelly had no intention of being a 
pastor, despite a part-time job as associate 
pastor of the Richmond (Ind.) Church of the 
Brethren during her final year at seminary. She 
had more interest in serving as a chaplain. 

She was completing a year of clinical pas
toral education at Georgetown University 
Hospital in Washington, D.C., when the Rich
mond church called again. She was asked to 
interview for the position of pastor. Within 
hours of the invitation, she says, "it became 
unmistakably clear to me that God was calling 
me to be their pastor." The surprise nature of 
the call made her trust it even more, because 
she knew it wasn't her own planning. 

"I find a lot of meaning and joy" in pas
toral ministry, Kelly says, especially in a 
congregation that is supportive and flexible. 
She plans and leads creative worship services, 
preaches in a down-to-earth style, does church 
administration with an emphasis on improved 
communication and information sharing, and 
provides pastoral care. 

"The most fulfilling experience is being 
with people during life's most important and 
precious times." 

Kelly Burk sorting through administrative details 
at Richmond (Ind.) Church of the Brethren. 

Kelly Burk visits 
with church 
member 
Todd Reish and 
daughter Lin Reish 
at their home in 
Richmond, Ind. 

"The most 

fulfilling 
. . 

experience 1s 

being with 

people during 

life's most 

important and 

precious 

times." 

-Kelly Burk 
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"Kids posture 

themselves as 

learners, 

whereas adults 

often don't 

think they have 

much more to 

learn. We're all 

ministers when 

we're open to 

God being 

revealed 

to us. II 

-Dena Gilbert 
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One of her hopes is to bring out and 
encourage the gifts of others in the congrega
tion. And the church is growing fast, so she and 
other leaders have worked hard "at finding 
ways to bridge the gap between longtime mem
bers and newer members," she says. "The 
changes are significant, but the excitement and 
sense of Spirit among us are contagious." 

Pastoral ministry has brought challenges 
too, among them the balancing act of trying to 
be a "part-time" pastor, the task of setting 
boundaries and finding friends outside the con
gregation, the criticism that accompanies 
leadership, and the discovery that it is difficult 
to fully relax as a pastor. "To some extent, I am 
always on call." 

These challenges, as well as the fact that 
she is single, have helped her gain new insight 
into her faith. "I've experienced a deep connec
tion with Jesus, in that I feel I can relate to him 
as a young, single person, who had a lot of 
expectations put upon him as part of his min
istry. While the church often emphasizes the 
importance of family in everything we do, I 
have been deeply moved by the realization that 
Jesus and I have a lot in common in terms of 
our support network." 

Kelly still feels called by God 
to serve the church in a variety of 
ways beyond the role of pastor. "I 
imagine that throughout my life, I 
will be called to use my skills in 
administration, conflict mediation, 
clinical chaplaincy, and living or 
traveling abroad. I trust that God 
will guide me at each juncture." 

Name: Dena Gilbert 
Age: 34 1/2 
Position: Coordinator of youth 
ministries in the Pacific 
Southwest District 
Why she serves: To create 
opportunities for spiritual growth 

Talking with Dena Gilbert is like 
taking a crash course in youth language and 
culture- a sure sign that she has a close, affec
tionate relationship with those she serves on 
behalf of the church. 

Asked to describe her job, she says, "kind 

of gangly" -meaning widespread, active, and 
still growing. Her age is 34 "and a half!" That 
extra half-year is important: "My youth always 
say that. When they 're 15 and under, it really 
matters until you get your driver's permit." 

Dena's informal style belies her dedication to 
the spiritual growth of youth and their faith 
development. When she describes the theological 
underpinning of her work, her vocabulary gets 
serious as well. "Faith is personal, as it is dis
cerned in community," she says. Her theological 
roots are Pietist (grounded in personal faith) and 
Anabaptist (enlivened in a community of faith). 
This is a concept that's important for what she's 
doing with the youth in the district: creating 
opportunities for spiritual growth through per
sonal examination and honest dialog. 

"We each need to have our own relationship 
with our Creator, but we need others to find a 
greater truth," Dena explains. "I believe that God 
is great- so great that we can't possibly know 
what God looks like. When we get together, our 
understanding of God is broadened." 

"Kids are good at this," she says. "They are 
willing to talk to each other and recognize that 
they don't have a lock on the truth . They are 

willing to dialog 
and work together 
to create something 
good ." 

When Dena cre
ates opportunities 
for dialog, she is 
educating. Working 
with youth is excit
ing for her because 
"they posture them
selves as learners, 
whereas adults often 
don't think they 
have much more to 
learn . We're all min
isters when we're 
open to God being 
revealed to us." 

Opportunities 
for dialog and edu
cation come as 

Dena serves district congregations by orga
nizing retreats, camps, seminars, and work 
camps for youth and their leaders, and by 
providing curricular and training resources to 
.church leadership. 



Dena Gilbert at Youth 
Leadership Team 

Train ing Weekend. 
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It's hard for her to decipher exactly how 
she received this calling. "It has a lot to do with 
wanting to participate actively with God and 
the church in creating a redeemed world," she 
says. " I want our world to be a better place." 

Dena learned basic values from her family 
and growing up in the La Verne (Calif.) Church 
of the Brethren. She learned a very important 
lesson from her brother Jeff, who is challenged 
because of physical differences- the hard 
lesson that circumstances aren't the same for 
everyone in the world, and "when we do it 
wrong, people hurt." 

The lesson was reinforced during Brethren 
Volunteer Service in Indianapolis. Dena 
worked with children in a substance abuse pro
gram where she had the opportunity to 
investigate her personal role in helping to build 
God's kingdom. She also gained perspective on 
the complexity of social problems, learning 
that solutions could be found only when she 
looked beyond quick fix-it "band-aids" to the 
roots of problems. 

After BVS, Dena's search for roots took 
her to Manchester College, North Manches
ter, Ind., and the University of La Verne 
(Calif.), where she studied political science, 
sociology, and peace studies. Then, searching 
for yet deeper roots, she went "back to square 
one"-her religious upbringing and her faith. 
She went to Bethany Theological Seminary to 
grapple with the question of how faith per
spectives inform values and the choices that 
shape our world. 

She discovered how Jesus tackled the roots 
of problems. "The beauty of Jesus' ministry is 
that he focused on our social and political real
ity, as well as our personal relationship with 
God," Dena says. 

Jesus' example has led her to continually 
seek to advocate for justice, "because we need 
to be right with each other." And for Dena, 
Jesus is all about reconciliation, "reconciling to 
God and being in right relationship with God 
and other people. The church is established 
when that happens. When that happens we have 
the potential to reclaim God's creation." 

However, the church doesn't always live up 
to its potential. Dialog breaks down and some
times we aren't able to do what Jesus would 
have us do. "When our agendas get in the way 
of our humility before God, then we need to 
take seriously Jesus' mandate to be the body of 
Christ in the world. " 

Sometimes she "too" is involved in disagree
ments and the breakdown of dialog, Dena 
readily admits. "I'm not exempt." But paradoxi
cally, creating new opportunities for dialog is 
part of what she is called to do. When she does 
this, she is being true to her calling, but she also 
is taking up the biggest challenge to her ministry. 

In the midst of a "gangly" job, Dena stays 
true "by staying open to God's revelation. " 
Youth give her hope, "which is essential," she 
says. "The hope is born of observing people in 
the act of developing their faith , learning what 
it means to live into it, and choosing to work 
together to build God's kingdom." 

"It's all about 

being in right 

relationship 

with God and 

other people. 

The church is 

established 

when that 

happens. 

When that 

happens we 

have the 

potential to 

reclaim God's 

creation." 

-Dena Gilbert 
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"No matter 

what I do, 

I'm called by 

God to 

maintain this 

dialog

verbally and 

through 

action." 

-Jeff Carter 
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Name: Jeff Carter 
Age: 31 
Position: Pastor at the Manassas (Va.) 
Church of the Brethren 
Why he serves: To deal with the big questions 

Jeff Carter is "a teaching pastor." His call to 
ministry is a call to enter into discussion. The
ology, as he puts it, "is God talk, to talk about 
our faith in the everyday, to initiate discussion, 
to listen to the experiences of others, to inter
pret through prayerful reflection, to allow 
God's spirit to be heard in different under
standings of faith." 

"No matter what I do," Jeff says, "I'm called 
by God to maintain this dialog-verbally and 
through action. In ministry, I'm often faced with 
the big questions: What is the meaning of life? 
Where is God in the present situation? What 
purpose do I have? I imagine I always will be 
wrestling with the many difficult facets of these 
questions and seeking understanding. " 

While studying political science and his
tory at Bridgewater College, Jeff made "a 
tough decision" that ended up leading him into 
ministry. Still a college student, he already had 
a good job in the corporate world, working for 
a government contractor. He was quickly 
moving up in the ranks, and his boss did all he 

Jeff Carter listening to a 
member's concerns after the 
Sunday morning sermon. 

could to keep his gifted employee. When Jeff 
broke the news that he was considering 
another job offer, his boss said, "We'll match 
the salary. " Ironically, no ordinary employer 
could possibly match the benefits of the job 
Jeff was being offered with Brethren Volunteer 
Service. His going away party "was the funni
est thing," he says, as he remembers trying to 
explain BVS to his co-workers, and they found 
out that he was leaving a great job for one that 
didn't even pay a salary! 

Now Jeff says, "I would never be able to go 
back into corporate life without wanting 
more. " In BVS, as a legislative assistant at the 
Church of the Brethren Washington Office, 
working "on the hill" with other denomina
tions, he could talk about the hard issues and 
ask the big questions. Hard questions such as, 
What place does the church have in the political 
system? And what does the church have to say 
in regards to economic justice, human rights, 
and the rights of families and individuals? 

Yet Jeff had experience dealing with the 
tough issues of life and faith when he first 
encountered the Church of the Brethren. It was 
his parents' separation that originally brought 
Jeff to the church at age six. The Westminster 
(Md.) Church of the Brethren "immediately had 
a place for me," he says. "Westminster loved my 
family when it wasn't cool to love my family." 

Paul Groff was pastor of the church then, 
and nurtured Jeff all the way through college. At 
Bridgewater, philosophy and religion professor 
Steve Watson planted the idea of further educa
tion and encouraged Jeff to think about seminary. 

Although there were a couple of years 
when Jeff had diminished interest in the church 
and became critical of it, he has received his 
nurturing in the church as "the good Brethren 
call- being nurtured over the years to the point 
of not being able to deny or ignore the call. " 
When God's call became clear, Jeff asked West
minster to license him. The congregation hadn't 
licensed anyone for 25 years, so they were hesi
tant, but they did it. 

His first pastoral placement was as associ
ate pastor at the Florin Church of the Brethren, 
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Mount Joy, Pa., where he tested the call. Then 
he went to an associate position at the Manas
sas (Va.) Church of the Brethren, where he 
began working with pastor Fred Swartz. After 
working together for five years, he and Fred 
made a transition to a new leadership style for 
the congregation. Now both are considered 
pastor of the church and they work as a team, 
sharing the responsibilities of ministry. 

Jeff spends most of his time with the youth, 
in pastoral care, preaching, and teaching small 
groups and Sunday school. He also takes on 
ecumenical activities and is heavily involved in 
district activities. His degree from Bethany 
Theological Seminary, with background educa
tion at the seminary satellite and six seminaries 
of different denominations, has served him well 
as he works ecumenically and with people who 
have come to the congregation from a variety 
of faith backgrounds. 

To remain faithful to his call, Jeff inten
tionally enters into discussion, "inviting others 
into my life and hoping to be invited into 
theirs:'' Study and professional growth experi
ences are key for maintaining his faith, as is his 
family, and the time he spends running. He 
runs "for quiet time, prayer time, and to be 
with my thoughts." 

His family also supports him in ministry, and 
in many ways they journey together with him in 
faith. "My wife, Kim, and daughter, Anna, are a 
great source of inspiration and encouragement," 
he says. Aided by these resources, Jeff seeks bal
ance between his responsibilities to family, work, 
and church. "Balance seems to elude me, ff1 
but I'm always working at it." i6'i 

Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford pastors the Northern Colorado Church of 

the Brethren in Windsor, Colo., and represents Western Plains Dis

trict on the General Board. She entered pastoral ministry at age 34. 

"In ministry, 

I'm often 

faced with 

the big 

questions: 

What is the 

meaning of 

life? Where 

is God in the 

present 

situation? 

What 

purpose 

do I have?" 

-Jeff Carter 

Jeff Carter wrestling 
with the big questions 
at Mid-Atlantic District 
Junior High Field Day at 
the Frederick (Md.) 
Church of the Brethren. 
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Hector De Leon (right) 
leads the San Luis 
youth in their theme 
song he wrote, 
" The Church of the 
Brethren Youth Are 
On the March. " 

YOUNG LEADERS GROW A NEW CHURCH IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
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story and photos by Rebecca Baile Crouse 

A Saturday night visit to the Principe de Paz 
(Prince of Peace) Church of the Brethren in 
San Luis, six miles northeast of Santo 
Domingo, will leave one's toes tapping to the 
lively youth song, "The Church of the Brethren 
Youth Are On the March," written by youth 
group president, Jorge Luis (Hector) De Leon. 

The youth group meets every Saturday 
evening for a two-hour worship, including a 
devotional time offered by one of the youth, 
special music shared by other members of the 
group, roll-taking in which each youth shares 
a verse from memory and brings their offer
ing forward, and then a march by the 25 
youth in sychronization to their theme song, 
all before another member brings the evening 

message. No one leaves this evening youth 
worship without sensing the Spirit of God at 
work in a mighty way. 

Hector De Leon, serving his fourth year as 
youth president, wrote the theme song five years 
ago when the youth group was formed. A taxi 
driver, Hector, 24, attends the English class 
being taught by Brethren Volunteer Service 
teacher Kenda Negley each Saturday afternoon, 
along with 19 other students. He, like many 
other young adults, spends many of his evenings 
praising God with the San Luis Brethren, who 
hold worship services each weekday night. 

Throughout the Dominican Church of the 
Brethren Conference, many of the key leaders 
are young adults. One reason for this is the 



basic fact that half of the 8 million inhabitants 
in the Dominican Republic are under 17. It is a 
young country. 

Another important reason that many lead
ers are young adults is the theological training 
program begun in 1994 under the leadership of 
Milciades Mendez. Mendez, employed by the 
Church of the Brethren General Board, taught 
theological education classes and conducted 
basic courses for Sunday school teachers in sev
eral churches during his four-year tenure. 
Numerous young people participated in these 
programs and gained valuable biblical knowl
edge to enhance their God-given talents. 

Five of the 22 congregations, fellowships, 
and projects in the Dominican Conference are 

being pastored by young adults under 26. One 
of the largest congregations in the conference, 
Los Toros, is just completing a new, larger 
church facility after outgrowing its current 
location. Los Toros is pastored by David Reyes, 
27. Reyes was called by Los Toros as pastor at 
age 19 and continues today in that capacity. 

Last year, Reyes served the conference as 
moderator and attended Annual Conference in 
Kansas City, Mo. Under his leadership, the con
gregation has grown to 56 members and has a 
large group of new believers preparing for bap
tism. Its active youth group draws more than 30 
participants for Tuesday evening youth worship. 

The Los Toros board chair is Mariano Ces
pedes, age 29. The youth group president, 

Marta Ogando, young 
adult Sunday school 
teacher at the Peniel 
project, leads her 
students in a song of 
praise. 
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Sharing the Good 
News of God's love in 

the Vamasa community 
are Miladys Figuereo 

(pastor of Yamasa) 
and other members of 

Los Guaricanos. 
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Wander Cespedes, is 20. During the May Gen
eral Board-sponsored Faith Expedition, 
Wander Cespedes explained that all the leaders 
of Los Toros are young adults active in min
istry, teaching Sunday school, leading worship, 
serving on the church board or committees, or 
working with children. On Mondays the Los 

Toros youth have a baseball program that 
reaches 80 children. A children's group meets 
on Wednesday in the church with about 25 par
ticipants under the direction of associate 
pastor Bienvenida Cuevas, 28. 

The congregation is looking forward to 
converting its old worship building into class
room space. Board chair Mariano Cespedes 
says the church plans to open a private Christ
ian school using trained teachers from within 
the congregation. 

Cespedes, who teaches English and French 
in the public school, sees a great need for more 
educational opportunities. The public school 
classes are congested, with one teacher for 
about 40 students. Often young people have to 
work to help their families in this agricultural 
community, missing years of education. They 
may return to the public school for further 
study; sometimes students up to age 30 or older 
are enrolled in the primary grades. 

Henry Perez, a young adult participating in 
the Peniel new church project in the heart of 
Santo Domingo, serves as a member of the 
church board and teaches Sunday school for 
the children. Perez grew up in the Christian 
Reformed Church in Sabana Grande. "I feel 
very good about the new things happening in 
the church," Perez said. "There is a vision for 
helping youth learn about the Church of the 
Brethren and the conference offers good sup
port for the youth programs." 

Perez noted that many young adults are 
studying at the university to become teachers 
or work in other professions. "The youth want 
to have an important role in developing and 
improving their communities," he said. Two 
years ago, a rotating scholarship fund was 
begun at the initiative of the National Youth 
Board, offering interest-free loans to eligible 
Brethren university students. 

Perez, fluent in English, left May 30 for his 
first visit to the United States, working on the 
staff of Camp Alexander Mack in Indiana. 

Assisting Perez in the Peniel church are 
Marta Ogando and Maria Mercedes Perez, 



Miladys Figuereo, pastor of 
Vamasa preaching point, delivers 

her evening message. 

young adults from the Luz y Verdad (Light and 
Truth) congregation in San Juan de la 
Maguana. Both just grad-uated from high school 
and have moved to Santo Domingo to begin 
university study. While living about 45 minutes 
from the Peniel church; these young adults make 
the commitment not only to attend worship but 
to serve regularly as Sunday school teachers and 
worship leaders. Both are taking the English 
class offered to the congregations twice a week 
and both participate in the theological educa
tion program of the conference. 

The Fuente de Vida (Fountain of Life) con
gregation in Los Guaricanos, a northern suburb 
of Santo Domingo, has nurtured a number of 
young adults who are serving in pastoral and 

With John 3:16-17 as her text, Mila
dys Figuereo, 21, launches into her 
evening message on the great love 
of God and the sacrifice of his son, 
Jesus Christ. 

Her congregation, a group of 12 chil
dren and 12 adults in the Yamasa new 
church start, listens attentively to this 
enthusiastic servant of the Lord. 
Called in March 2001 by her home 
congregation, Los Guaricanos, to serve 
as pastor, Miladys travels three days a 
week to this agricultural community 
one hour from her Santo Domingo 
home to spend the afternoon visiting 
and to hold evening worship. 

Miladys feels called by God to bring 
others into a life-changing relationship 
with Jesus Christ. She focuses her min
istry on talking with others about their 
personal spiritual convictions. "The 
church is a body and each member has 

gifts. The church sees the gifts of pas
toral leadership in me and so I am not 
afraid," she said. 

The Los Guaricanos church began the 
Yamasa preaching point in 1999 and 
rented a small home in May 2000 for wor
ship services. Miladys has added her own 
touches to the worship facility, including 
a lace curtain covering the pulpit. 

Every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, Miladys meets with a small group 
at the Los Guaricanos church and they 
travel by public bus to Yamasa. They 
spend several hours visiting with families 
in the community around the church. 
Miladys takes medicine to the sick. 

Because the last bus leaves for Santo 
Domingo before worship ends, Miladys 
and the others spend the night in the 
community before returning to their 
home. Often persons attending the 
church will off er them hospitality. But 

if not, Miladys said, "We just sleep on 
the 'big bed.' Do you know what that 
is?" she asked with a smile. "It's the 
concrete church floor." 

Born in a rural community near the 
Haitian border and one of nine children, 
Miladys was not raised in a Protestant 
home. But at age 14 she began attending 
the Fountain of Life Church of the 
Brethren in Los Guaricanos. At age 16, 
she was baptized. She has served the Los 
Guaricanos congregation in a wide vari
ety of roles. From 1998 to 2000 Miladys 
served as president of the National 
Youth Association. 

Upon completing her first year in the 
theological education program, Miladys 
said, "The program has been a great 
blessing to me and a wonderful help in 
my ministry. We youth receive a lot of 
respect and support from the confer
ence of churches." -Rebecca Baile Crouse 
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Brethren Revival 
Fellowship Brethren 

Volunteer Service 
worker Kenda Negley 

is pictured with her 
English class at the San 

Luis Prince of Peace 
Church of the Brethren. 
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leadership roles. Wilson Nova, 24, has pastored 
the Bonao fellowship , a new church start of 
Los Guaricanos, for the past two years. Nova is 
studying psychology in the InterAmerican Uni
versity of Santo Domingo. 

When he began pastoring in Bonao, one 
hour north of Santo Domingo, Nova would 
spend weekends visiting homes, holding Christ
ian education classes on Sunday mornings, and 
conducting worship services Saturday and 
Sunday evenings. As the church has grown, 
Nova made the decision to move to Bonao and 
now resides there full time, commuting to 
Santo Domingo for his university classes and 
visits with his family. 

Serving with him is a core group of young 
adults. These leaders often assist Pastor Nova 
in conducting worship in the outdoors on a 

porch in a neighborhood near the church. They 
take their musical instruments and microphone 
and each one joins in the worship leadership 
and preaching as they seek to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ with their community. 

In recounting his call to ministry, Nova 
said, "I know it came from the Lord because 
the whole time I was a member in Los Guari
canos church I felt that I had not totally given 
myself into the service of the Lord. Now that I 
am in Bonao, I feel that I am in my area. The 
experience of being used by the Lord in 
enabling people to discover a life-changing 
relationship with Jesus Christ is such a blessing 
and confirmation of God's calling. " 

In a recent visit to Bonao church, Faith 
Expedition participants were introduced to 
Luis Vasquez, a former drug addict , who has 



become a Christian through Pastor Nova's min
istry. "He's our best witness to the community," 
Pastor Nova said, "because people knew him 
before, when he was involved in drugs and alco
hol, and now they see the change in his life 
through his faith in Jesus Christ. " 

The former co-pastor of the Bonao church, 
Ariel Rosario, 23 , began pastoring the Tabara 
Abaja congregation on May 1. " In a visit to 
any of our churches you can see the youth 
group is working together to help the church 
and community," said the conference modera
tor, Eduardo Montero, who pastors the Peniel 
project. "The Church of 
the Brethren here has a 

third generation, the percentage was reduced to 
59 percent Catholic and 32 percent Protestant. 

This trend appears to be holding true in the 
Dominican Republic, Methodist researcher 
Israel Brito reported in a lecture to Bethany 
Seminary students. During the past 15 years 
the percentage of Protestants in the Dominican 
Republic has grown from about 3 percent to 
close to 10 percent of the population. Brito 
noted there are a total of 4,500 Protestant 
churches in the Dominican Republic. 

San Juan Pastor Luis Mariano Ogando, 
president of the National Board for the Con-

very promising future as 
we see these youth 
respond to Christ's call 
in their lives. We see 
much growth and devel
opment of young people 
through the theological 
education program, 
bringing movement and 
excitement to our local 

The Church of the Brethren here has a very 

promising future as we see these youth respond to 

Christ's call in their lives. We see growth and 

development of these young people bringing 

churches. " movement and excitement to our local churches. 
After Pastor 

Domingo Reyes 
resigned at the end of February, the Agua 
Viva (Living Water) congregation in Arroyo 
Salado was seeking a new pastor for the first 
time in 10 years. As they looked to conference 
leadership for suggestions, another young 
couple in the theological training, Cristian 
and Alba Nirys Aquino, were called to serve 
the church in the pastoral role. Cristian, who 
works as a motorcycle taxi driver, and Alba 
Nirys have served in a variety of leadership 
roles in the San Juan church. 

A recent study of Hispanic countries 
conducted by the Tomas Rivera Institute in 

California found that many Latin Americans are 
leaving their traditionally Catholic roots for the 
Protestant church. First-generation Latin Ameri
cans were 74 percent Catholic and 18 percent 
Protestant. For second-generation Latin Ameri
cans the percentage dropped to 65 percent 
Catholic and 25 percent Protestant. And in the 

ference of Churches of the Brethren in the 
Dominican Republic, observes that in those of 
Brethren churches where the age norm of mem
bers is 40 to 50, the congregations are in 
decline. Where youth initiate activities and 
stimulate enthusiasm, the church has a 
prospect for growth. Youth have a vision for 
and a spirit of evangelism. 

Brother Ogando concludes, "We need to 
give youth our support. We support them by 
being present in ministry events under their 
leadership, by praying for them, and by partici
pating fully in ministry with them." 

Much of the dynamic in the Church of the 
Brethren in the Dominican Republic comes 
from its youth- youth on the march with rr.l 
the Spirit's leading and blessing. iiWlli 

Rebecca Baile Crou se, and her husband, Gerald, serve as miss ion 

coordinators fo r th e Church of the Brethren General Board in the 

Dominican Republic. 
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IN FRANCE1 
FAITH MEETS 

THE JOYS AND CHALLENGES OF A YOUNG WOMAN'S LIFE OF SERVICE 

Rosita Huston working 
in the warehouse, where 

clothes, furniture, and 
other goods are processed 

for resale to support the 
community. All the people 

who come to Emmaus 
work in this operation to 

"earn their keep." 

- Messenger August 2001 

by Walt Wiltschek 

Europe has long held a special appeal for 
Rosita Huston. She majored in history and 
French in college, spending a year studying in 
Nancy, France, through Brethren Colleges Abroad. 

Following college, she entered Brethren Vol
unteer Service with the goal of serving in 
Europe. Student loans prevented her from 
doing that immediately, however, so she first 
served at two Americorps-approved projects in 
the United States- one at a domestic violence 
shelter in Decatur, Ill. , and another at a center 
providing services for the homeless in Atlanta. 

Nearly two and a half years after initially 
entering BVS, the door for Huston's European 
dream finally opened. She hoped to go to 
Northern Ireland, serving at a retreat center. 
When BVS Europe coordinator Kristin Flory 

learned of Huston's interest, however, she pro
posed another direction. 

With a knowledge of French and experience 
working with the homeless, Huston seemed to 
be a perfect fit for a new project opening at the 
Emmaus Community in Rouen, France- about 
an hour northwest of Paris. It took some con
vincing, but Huston agreed to give it a try. 

When she arrived in Rouen to begin her 
two-year term this past January, however, she 
wasn't so sure she had made the right decision. 

" It was cloudy, and everything was gray," 
recalls Huston, who turned 25 earlier this year. 
"I felt overwhelmed. It had been four years 
since I'd spoken French, and all of a sudden 
there's no one who speaks English. It was hard 
at first because Emmaus is a very difficult com
munity in which to be accepted. I was coming 
into their place, their home, and they didn't 
understand why, or what my role was." 

"They" are people called "Companions" who 
come to an Emmaus Community to live and 
work. Some are homeless; others just desire com
munity or an opportunity to contribute in a 
meaningful way. The Emmaus movement began in 
France after World War II, blossomed during the 
rnid-50s, and has grown to about 120 communities 
worldwide, including a few in North America. 

The Companions come to one of the commu
nities any time after their 18th birthday and can 
stay as long as they like, receiving meals and 
lodging in exchange for working at a job in the 
shops and warehouses of the community, prepar
ing donated goods such as clothing and furniture 
for resale on site. About 40 Companions, both 
men and women, live at Rouen at any given time. 

Huston's project entails working alongside 
the Companions in their daily tasks, eating 
with them, helping with other details, and gen
erally becoming a part of their community. One 
of the two coordinators of the Rouen site, 
Daniel Schneeberger, had hosted several BVS 
workers while working for another organiza
tion in France and wanted to host one again 
when he joined Emmaus. 

"One of the more important projects of 
Emmaus is to make ties between people who are 



ACTION 
privileged and those who are excluded," Schnee
berger said through a translator. "Having 
someone younger here is a step toward making 
connections and interesting more younger 
people in the local community in what Emmaus 
does. It brings a different way of looking at 
things, a sharing of cultures and values." 

Schneeberger's co-coordinator, Allan 
Quetel, agreed. 

"Rosita brings a different aspect into the 
community, a different perspective," Quetel 
said. "It shows to the Companions that 
Emmaus is welcoming in more than one way, 
welcoming different ideas. " 

Huston has found herself welcomed by the 
community, as well, as she has worked at rela
tionships over these past six-plus months. As 
she walks around the grounds, most of the 
Companions greet her with smiles and hand
shakes, some of them joking with her as she 
responds in fluent French. 

It still isn't always easy, but this has 
become home. 

"I feel like I've found a place here," Huston 
says. " I'm very protective about it. I feel like 
I've entered into the trust of the Companions, 
and I want to keep it. It's essential for my stay; 
I wouldn't be able to be here without it." 

Both the coordinators and Flory say 
they're happy with the way the project has 
worked out, too. 

"She came with the right qualifications," 
Flory says. "Working with homeless people in 
the US gave her a lot of experience. She has the 
ability to work with different kinds of people, 
sort of judge the situation when she gets in it 
and resolve it appropriately. I'm really pleased." 

Serving others was part of the tradition of 
living out one~s faith that Huston grew up with 
as part of a Church of the Brethren pastor's 
family in Idaho and Maryland. Her parents 
and many of her other relatives had done vol
unteer work, and those values became 
integrated into her life. 

"I always assumed I'd do it, and I did," 
Huston says. "It was never something we were 
told we had to do or should do, but we grew up 

with stories about volunteer service. 
"The best thing I've found about BVS is that 

I feel I have a better understanding of the world, 
and a bigger picture- a better understanding of 
what's important and the similarities all of us 
have, no matter what our nationality, socio-eco
nomic status, or background. It's just about how 

much we need each other. We even need those 
people we really don't agree with." 

In the community where she lives now, 
Huston gets to see those dynamics play out 
each day. She says the lifestyle there resonates 
strongly with her own social beliefs and values, 
with people helping each other as needs arise. 

She has also become involved with a small 
Protestant Reformed church in heavily Catholic 
Rouen, leading the young pastor there to seek a 
BVS worker for the church's social work project. 
Rouen has truly become her community, a place 
where faith and action have joined hand in hand. 

"I can't imagine anything else I'd rather be 
doing," Huston says. "My favorite thing in the 
world is traveling and meeting new people. Here 
you honestly get to meet them, and understand 
the culture in a real setting, not as a tourist ff1 
in a hotel across from Notre Dame." li6ii 

Walt Wiltschek is manager of news services for the Church of the 

Brethren General Board . He traveled to France in late May to visit 

the Emmaus Community and do this story. 

Rosita with the two 
coordinators of the 
Emmaus Community 
at Rouen, Daniel 
Schneeberger, left, and 
Allan Ouetel. Their title in 
French is "responsible, " 
meaning those who are 
responsible for 
managing a project site. 
It seems they always 
work in twos. · 
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LETTERS 

Nonconformist reflections 
on Timothy McVeigh 

As members of a historic peace church 
we share the outrage of most Ameri
cans to the merciless killing of 168 
persons in bombing a federal building 
of the nation we love. We can agree 
with aspects of popular analyses. 
However, the general consensus 
seemed to ignore the similarity and 
relationship between public policies 
and personal behavior. 

Timothy McVeigh was a decorated 
soldier of the Gulf War. He was aware 
that a so-called "smart" bomb entered 
a bomb shelter in Iraq, killing over 200 
people, mostly women and children. 
Instead of our political leaders feeling 
sorry about this, some were angry at 
the reporter who brought this to light. 

McVeigh once referred to an invasion 
led by Colin Powell that killed over 
3,000 innocent persons in bombing 
Panama. Our leaders were angry at 

Jus•tice(just'tis)n. 
people getting what 
they deserve. 

The Global Food Crisis Fund 
strives to give our neighbors 
what they deserve as children 
of God-food for today and 
hope for tomorrow. Join us. 

Already this year, the GFCF has 
given grants totaling over $200,000 

to neighbors on four continents. 

Global Food Crisis Fund 
Church of the Brethren General Board 

800.323 .8039 

Iii Messenger August 2001 

''We became angry at McVeigh when he answered 

that the children he had killed were collateral damage. 

He learned this from the armed forces who in the 

above invasions classified the death of innocent 
persons with the same words. ,, 

their bad ruler. We became angry at 
McVeigh when he answered that the 
children he had killed were "collateral 
damage." He learned this from the 
armed forces who in the above inva
sions classified the death of innocent 
persons with the same words. 

Growing numbers of peoples in the 
world name as state terrorism what our 
nation names "collateral damage." 
McVeigh desired to do justice on behalf 
of the religious sect at Waco whom he 
believed had been killed unjustly by our 
government. We believe that his way 
was not the way to do it. Yet the large 
majority of our citizens desired to bring 
justice to his atrocious deed in Oklahoma 
by killing him. In executing Timothy 
McVeigh our nation adopted his rationale 
for this way of obtaining justice. 

In engaging in capital punishment, 
America honors his assumption that 
he was the victor, the master of his 
destiny. As a result of his killings, mil
lions of Americans became convinced 
that killing him would establish justice. 

Our orientation to the Jesus way 
teaches us that evil cannot be over
come with evil acts. As demonstrated 
in South Africa, evil acts are overcome 
when justice is established through 
policies and acts of redemptive love. If 
we truly have a revival as Brethren, it 
will be to renew our peace stance of 
nonconformity. 

Dale W. Brown 
Elizabethtown, Pa . 

Slaves to consumerism 

Wendy McFadden's "From the pub
lisher" column is the best feature of 
MESSENGER. I was delighted (but not sur
prised) to learn that the series received 
an Award of Excellence from the Asso
ciated Church press this spring. 

McFadden's June column on Ameri
can consumerism was right on the 
mark. Americans hog a third of the 
world's goods, and our economy is 
based on exploiting the poor countries 
of the world. Yet, even when we 
acknowledge this, what do we do on 
our part to correct the wrong? Token 
gestures at best. We are caught up in 
the system, and our way of life, which 
we cherish, depends on it. 

The comparison between our pre
sent-day dilemma and that facing 
Americans in pre-Civil War days is 
startling and discomforting. We self
righteously excoriate early American 
leaders such as Thomas Jefferson for 
writing about freedom and liberty 
while enjoying the benefits of slavery. 
But he, James Madison, and others 
faced precisely the moral dilemma we 
face in consumerism. Their cherished 
way of life depended on slavery, they 
were caught up in the system, and 
there was no simple way out. One 
individual could do little to improve 
matters. Freeing one's own slaves at 
least sounds like a viable option today, 
but for various historical reasons it 
wasn't-unless you were heartless. As 
Jefferson himself acknowledged on 
the slavery issue, "We have the wolf 
by the ears. " 

And so do we Americans today. A dif
ferent wolf, but as pe rilous a position. 

It took a bloody war to free the 
slaves, which, as we sadly know, was 
only the beginning of righting the 
wrongs of slavery; we are still ineptly 
dealing with that evil today. So it ill 
behooves us American consumers of 
today to sneer smugly at our earlier 
slave-holding society. Today, we Amer
icans, black and white and other, are 
caught up in another dilemma, which 
most of us don't yet perceive, much 



less acknowledge .. . and, if we do, don't 
know how to get out of. 

With apologies to Walt Kelly and 
Commodore Perry, "We have met Mr. 
Jefferson, and he is us." 

Kermon Thomasson 
Martinsvi lle, Va. 

Another way of living? 

Wendy McFadden's June column struck 
a real chord. Ever since the church has 
been talking about "another way of 
living," I have had the same doubts she 
expressed. I'm afraid we have adopted 
the slogan without putting it into effect 
in our lives. 

I cannot believe the White House's 
expression of no need to conserve or 
change. How arrogant! Christians every
where in our country should rise up and 
demand that we begin acting like the 
Christian country we say we are. 

'We' vs. 'they' politics 

Ada Good 
Holtwood, Pa. 

I really appreciated Paul Grout's article, 
"Into the future unafraid" (May). Brother 
Grout mentions what I'll paraphrase as 
the "politicizing" of the church. He 
writes, "We have as a culture become 
afraid .... As Christians our words and 
our systems have become empty." 

I have noticed this in the last 10-12 
years. Churches are eager to criticize as 
long as "they" do something, but if 
"we" do the same thing it's okay. For 
example, President Bush (the elder) 
bombed Iraq. A lot of people cheered. 
But when President Clinton bombed 
Iraq, these same people booed. We are 
still bombing Iraq. Is it time to boo or 
cheer? Did these situations change or 
did "our" man make the decision? 

As long as the church perpetuates this 
"we"-"they" philosophy, I believe our 
witness is tainted. I agree with Brother 
Grout that "recovery begins with learn
ing to know Jesus." May we be 
humbled to be revived by God's spirit. 

Brian Hartman 
Wakarusa, Ind. 
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t Bridgewa±e~ lfje 
about havi1YJ choices. 

At Bridgewater Retirement Community we offer a full range of quality 
housing alternatives for adults on a lovely 46-acre campus. For life-lease 
and rental cottages and apartments, we have Bridgewater Village. 
Maple Terrace features spacious, affordable apartments with appealing 
amenities for adults with active life-styles. And Bridgewater Home 
offers assisted living and 24-hour nursing care. 

We also have supportive and rehabilitative services and a skilled, 
caring staff to make you feel right at home. For more information, or 
to arrange a tour of our facilities, call 800 419-9129 or 540 828-2550. 

302 North Second Street 
Bridgewater, VA 22812-1708 

( ( caregiving is excellent 

Gl 

· · and I hope ABC continues with 
the same terrific content and 

design. Thumbs up!' ' 
- R. Kurt Borgmann, pastor 

Oakton Church of the Brethren, Vienna, Va. 

CAREGIVING is a quarterly publication dedicated to 

providing practical information and the latest news 

about caring ministries for the Church of the 

Brethren. Learn about caring ministries including 

deacons, older adults, families, chaplains, retirement 

------~~------- communities, disabilities and whole health. 

Association of 
Brethren Caregivers 

Subscriptions are available for $IO annually or at 

special congregation rates. Call ABC to subscribe. 

1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 
phone 847-742-5100 fax 847-742-5160 
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'Church of the future' 
ignores issues 

Three of the hottest of the hot-button 
issues facing the church today are given 
barely lukewarm treatment in your May 
"Church of the future" articles. 

LETTERS 

1. We are told that in the future, 
members "carpool to the homeless 
shelter to serve a meal." Does this sug
gest there will be no prophetic voice 
for the next 50 years to demand change 
in an economic system which favors 
the super-rich over the hungry poor? 

A ~"-P of~l>(di-tD~ter 
New From Brethren Press by J. Kenneth Kreider 
"Brethren Service touched countless lives. It initiated numerous 
services which continue in a variety of forms and under many 
names and sponsoring groups, It is time to have this story put 
together in one place. Kenneth Kreider, an enthusiastic 
participant in a variety of Brethren Service programs, has 
contributed a 'a gift of love' by putting this story in writing." 

- Hazel Peters, Administrative Assistant, 
Brethren Service Commission (1953- J 968), 
and member of BVS Unit #5 (1949) 

1/1' Now Available #8330 
~ $35.00 plus shipping & handling 

Brethren Press 1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, Illinois 60120-1694 
phone 800-441-3712 fax 800-667-8188 e-mail brechrenpress_gb@brcthren.org 

Stepping Stones for Stumbling Saints 
by Robin Wentworth Mayer 
This whimsical collection 
of conversarional essays 
illustrates the familiar ways 
we all stumble in the walk 
of faith, but it also offers 
stepping stones to help us regain 
our footing, You may recognize Mayer 
from her popular Messenger columns of 
the same title. Here are readable essays 
that focus on coping with fear, failure, 
and feelings of inadequacy, learning from 
our mistakes, personal growth through 
painful experiences, working on 
building healthy relationships, making 
changes, accepting limitations, and 
focusing on things above. Walk 
beside someone who will help 
you see faith's stepping stones. 

Now Available #8331 
$13.00 plus shipping & handling 

~ 
Brethren Press 
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1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120-1694 
phone 800-441-3712 fax 800-667-8188 
e-mail brethrenpress_gb@brethren.org 

Will we really still be satisfied with 
soup kitchens? 

2. "Others begin writing to people on 
death row." Will the church for the next 
50 years be satisfied with the slaughter 
of the least of our brethren by state
supported execution, even though we 
know that in our imperfect judicial 
system innocent human beings are 
being put to death to satisfy a blood
thirsty American public? 

3. Apparently in 2051 the word "gay" 
will remain for our church the love that 
dare not speak its name, leading us to 
believe this crucial issue will remain 
tabled and the shameful treatment of 
gays and lesbians will continue. 

We can pray and fast for the next 500 
years, but unless we do more than pay 
lip service to these issues, justice in 
2051 will flow from the Church of the 
Brethren not like a river but like a creek 
that has turned to dust. 

Edward Huber · 
Philadelphia, Pa . 

' 'We are told that in 
the future, members 

'carpool to the homeless 

shelter to serve a meal.' 

Does this suggest there 
will be no prophetic voice 

for the next 50 years to 

demand change in an 
economic system which 

favors the super-rich over 
the hungry poor? ,, 

Debating the undebatable 

In his letter "From silence to discus
sion" (June), Ralph McFadden 
suggested "the majority is wrong in 
categorically excluding gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and trangendered persons 
from leadership positions," and then 
states, "this is not debatable." 

Since when is an item of business in the 
church not debatable? Since when is it not 



debatable to assure that only persons of 
high moral character be our leaders? 

When persons avail themselves of the 
saving power of Jesus Christ, they are 
expected to repent of their sin and 
change their lifestyle. 

We expect all sinners to change their 
ways and their lifestyles, but a small 
group of persons will not ask sinners 
such as gays and lesbians to repent and 
change their ways and their lifestyles. 
This is unfortunate, as we should have a 
right to debate, and a right to elect lead
ers of a higher moral character than 
gays or lesbians, unless they are willing 
to repent and change their lifestyle. 

Mark M. Landis Sr. 
Myerstown, Pa. 

Ministry by the numbers 

The article in the January/February 
issue, "Ministry by the numbers," was 
excellent. I applaud MESSENGER, and 
Allen Hansell who wrote it. It was 
extremely interesting, pertinent, infor
mative, and well-researched. 

The issues addressed in the article are 
some that many Church of the Brethren 
congregations have been wrestling with 
for years, especially concerning church 
growth. I pray that churches are able to 
look at information like this with much 
consideration. We also need to pray that 
there is ministerial leadership available, 
and leadership with vision. 

I look forward to reading more applic
able articles like this in MESSENGER. Keep 
up the great work. 

Joan Unruh 
Bowmansvi lle, Pa. 

A self-centered magazine 

As I thumbed through the beautifully 
written, artfully done pages of the April 
issue I grew increasingly disappointed. It 
was April. The Christian world, nominal 
or fundamental , was celebrating the res
urrection of Jesus Christ and the official 
publication of the Church of the Brethren 
never even mentioned the fact. Rather, 
we chose to reflect on MESSENGER'S 150 
years at the center of Brethren life. 

Respectfully, brothers and sisters, 
Jesus Christ is the center of our personal 

Retired? 
Scaling down your lifestyle? 

Cross Keys Village on the campus of 

The Brethren Home Community is 

worth exploring. Marvelously designed 

apartments offer easy upkeep, plenty 

of storage and room for entertaining. 

Affordable cottages from efficiencies to 

two bedrooms with sunroom and two 

car garage are available. 

A Community Center, fitness room, 

meeting rooms, and restaurant 

further enhance your new lifestyle. 

Looking for carefree comfort, as 

lives are 
enriched, 

spirits lifted, 
and seNice 

well as the opportunity to grow 

be a vital part of the 

community in which 

you live? Visit Cross Keys I"'clJ~=;me Village to find out more! 

to others 

2990 Carlisle Pike - P.O. Box 128, New Oxford, PA 1 7350-0128 
1-888-624-TBHC or 717-624-5232 • www.brethrenhome.org . 

Located at the intersection of Route US 30 and PA 94 near New Oxford, The Brethren Home ~ @r 
Community offers a continuum of care which assures healthcare needs will be met. ~ 'lll!ll.llll' 

... WITH TouRMAGINATION 

• Budapest, Vienna & Prague (May 11-24 with 
Joseph Miller, Julie Zimmerman and Henry Landes) 

• Lands of the Bible (Jordan, Israel-Palestine, 
Egypt) (May 20-June 5 with Ed Bontragen 

• England, Scotland & Wales 
(June 29-July 13 with Wilmer and Janet Martin) 

• Majestic Canadian Rockies 
(Ju ly 16-29 with Ruth and Ken Jantz,) 

• European Heritage Tour 
(Ju ly 16-August 1 with John and Roma Ruth) SOLD OUT! 

• Alaska 
(August 1-13 with Hubert and Mary Schwartzentruber) 

• Russia & Ukraine 
(August 3-17 with Menno Epp and Wilmer Martin) 

• Germany (September 27-0ctober 10 with Lorne Smith 
and Wilmer Martin) 

• Service Tour to Israel (Nazareth Village) 
(October 26-November 8 with Dale and Laura Schumm) 

• Service Tour in Sunny Jamaica 
(January 25-February 3 with Dave Worth) 

• Australia & New Zealand 
(February 8-28 with Wilmer and Janet Martin) 

• Hawaii (February 14-24 with Jane Landes 
and Carolyn Bontragen 

• Paraguay, Bolivia and Peru 
(April 6-22 with Edgar Stoesz and Wilmer Martin) 

• Spectacular Scandinavia & its Fjords 
(June 17-July 1 with Wilmer and Janet Martin) 

• European Heritage Tour 
(Ju ly 12-29 with John Ruth and Henry Landes) 

• Swiss Glacier Express 
(August 12-26 with John Ruth and Glen Landes) 

Reg. #1567624 

CALL 1-800-565-0451 TODAY 
For More Information. 

Celebrating Over 30 Years of "Building Bridges Among Mennonites and 
Other Christians Around the World Through Custom-Designed Travel". 

9 Willow Street 
Waterloo, ON N2J 1 V6 

Email: office@tourmagination.com 

1011 Cathi II Road 
Sellersville, PA 18960 

Website: www.tourmagination .com 
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LETTERS 
,, If mankind persists on the earth; eventually all 

sources of fossil fuels will be depleted. Some form of 
nuclear energy will be the only thing left! ,, 

and collective lives, and you have opted 

to move Him from center stage. In fact, 

He didn't even make it to the wings. 

Warren Wiersbe once wrote, "Easter 

is the truth that turns a church from a 

museum into a ministry." Here, in one 

edition, the point is eloquently made as 

to why our Brethren denomination is 

dying. We've moved Christ from the 

center of Brethren life and replaced 

Him with ourselves. 

Robert DiSalvio 
Pastor, Amwell Church of the Brethren 

Stockton, N.J. 

Young adults can do 
for themselves 

I share the concern of Joan Unruh's 

letter in the April issue [See "Help for 

post-high school youth?"]. One factor 

is that local church leaders often treat 

their young adults like children and set 

up classes and activities for them. 

One church had been trying to set 

up a class for years. Then a group of 

young adults were called together and 

asked what they would like. The young 
adults set up a plan they would sup

port, and began. 

We should realize that young adults 

are free to go and do things they find of 

interest. If they help plan it it will 

become theirs. The district and denom

ination-wide programs are no different. 

Herbert Fisher 
Mounta in Grove, Mo. 

Research nuclear fusion, too 

After reading "Is nuclear energy really 

from the devil?" by Charles Bowman in 

the May MESSENGER, I wish to comment. 

Mr. Bowman is well qualified to write 

about nuclear energy with his doctorate 

in nuclear physics and 11 years experi

ence in the field. 

He makes several excellent points: 

Modern nuclear systems do not pro-
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duce weapons-useful material. Modern 

systems are not subject to explosive 

accidents. Nuclear energy does not pro

duce carbon dioxide and contribute to 

global warming. Nuclear energy does 

not depend upon the vagaries of wind, 

sunshine, or water supply. Nuclear 

energy lessens our dependence on for

eign oil. Providing storage for spent 

fuel requires much less digging than 

coal mining. Twenty percent of the 

world's energy is presently generated 

by nuclear power. 

If mankind persists on the earth, 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Loans and Scholarships Available. Loans 

and/or scholarships are available for qualified 
Church of the Brethren students or employees 
of a Church of the Brethren agency preparing for 
a career in a health care profession. This pro
gram is offered through the Association of 
Brethren Caregivers. For qualifications to receive 
a loan or scholarship, visit ABC 's website at 
www.brethren.org/abc/. For more information, 
contact Loans and Scholarships Coordinator 
Linda Timmons at (847) 742-5100, ext. 300, ore
mail ltimmons_abc@brethren.org. 

Messiah College's Sider Institute for Anabap
tist, Pietist and Wesleyan Studies is sponsoring 
an undergraduate research/writing competition 
in Anabaptist studies, deadline January 10, 2002. 
Undergraduates or recent college graduates are 
inyited to submit research papers addressing 
Anabaptist subjects, contemporary or historical. 
Disciplinary possibilities include sociology, his
tory, theology, political science, economics, 
communications, philosophy, literature,women's 
studies, etc. Awards are $500, $300, and $200, 
respectively. For submission guidelines, contact 
David Weaver-Zercher, The Sider Institute, Mes
siah College, Grantham, PA 17027; e-mail 
dzercher@messiah .edu or visit www.mes
siah.edu/siderinstitute (click on "News & Events"). 

Linking caring Americans with needy 
children,their families and communities in the 
developing world. Western PA District COB Mis
sion Program, with 20 years experience operating 
a child sponsorship program, is now partnering 
with International Christian Aid supporting 

eventually all sources of fossil fuels 

will be depleted. Some form of 

nuclear energy will be the only thing 

left! And, given present trends, the 

earth's population will not only be 

larger but each inhabitant will con

sume more energy per capita. 

But that's only part of the story. We 

should be researching the process of 

nuclear fusion. It leaves no dangerous 

waste material. And imagine the bene

fit to our economy if the United States 

could perfect and market the tech

niques to the world. 

Gone are the days when we Brethren 

could sit under our own fig trees and 

let the world go by. Today we must take 

part in the struggle to improve and pre

serve mankind's future. 

Nelson M. Seese 
Falls Church, Va. 

orphanages and child educational programs in 

Honduras, Nicaragua and a developing program 
in India. We need you. For only $25 per month 

you can sponsor a child . For information con
tact International Christian Aid, 115 Spring Rd., 
Hollsopple, PA 15935 or phone 814-479-7963. 

ONE WORLD HANDCRAFTS-An attractive 
nonprofit shop located in North Manchester, IN, 

seeks a Manager/Co-Manager. This Victorian 
town is the home of Manchester College and 
Timbercrest Retirement Community. The store 
markets Fair Trade Crafts, including SERRV, 
which provide vital, fair income to underprivi
leged people in 35 countries. Enjoy rewarding 
work with dedicated and congenial volunteers. 
If you have the passion, or the dream, of help
ing people who are less fortunate, this job is for 
you! Contact Martha at 219-982-8540 or 
emmiller@kconline.com. 

Goshen City Church of the Brethren !North
ern Indiana) is seeking a Director of Program 
for Children and Youth. This is a fu!l-time posi
tion with responsibilities for Christian education 
and social activities for young children through 
senior high youth. Ideal candidates will model 
Christian discipleship, promote the ideals of the 
Church of the Brethren and communicate read
ily with children and youth and with their parents. 

College degree in related area is required . Salary 
will be in accord with denominational recom

mendations. Interested persons should contact 
Maynard Hartsough, Board Chair, 329 Dewy Ave., 
Goshen, IN 46526; e-mail: m.d.hartsough@gte.net. 
Or call 219-533-1884. 



This month's Turning Points 
includes a ll listings received 
prior to 6/27/2001 not previously 
published. Please send informa
tion to be included in Turning 
Points to Jean Clements, 1451 
Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120; 
800-323-8039 X 206; 
jclements_gb@brethren .org. 

New members 
Antelope Park, Lincoln, Neb.: 

Jordan Traster, Kelly Traster, 
Andrea Cupp, Joyce Petry 

Beacon Heights, Fort Wayne, 
Ind.: Steven Chen, Timothy 
Clark, Ronda Mendenhall, 
James Mitchell, Matthew 
Myers, Brandi Nicolette
Baker, Timothy Roth, Karla 
Sands, Cortney Schwartz, Jodi 
Schwartz, Stephen Simpson, 
Justin Smith, David Spence, 
Andrew Sprunger, Allen 
Steinman, Deborah Steinman, 
Christopher Wright 

Big Creek, Cushing, Okla.: Kali 
Fick, Mary Howard 

Blue Ridge, Va.: Heather Rock, 
Dan ielle Rock 

Central, Roanoke, Va.: Mike 
Thompson, Lee Thompson, 
Bill Salters 

Chambersburg, Pa.: D an iel 
Cherry, Alicia Hambright, 
Leanne Oliver, Cody Toms, 
Kristen Wenger 

Curryville, Pa.: Stacey Smith, 
Michael Disney, Jerry 
Disney, Martha Disney, Gene 
Shaffer, Travis Miller, Jane 
Lyn n, Kevin Snowberger, 
Krystal Barnett, David 
Dibert, Ian Stiles, Tara Sol
lenberger, Tara Brumba ugh, 
Leah Stiles, Wes Shriver, 
Becky Miller 

East Chippewa, Orrville, O hio: 
Lysa Boothe 

Elkhart Valley, Elkhart, Ind.: 
Jim Greenwood, Carolyn 
Greenwood, Scott Bostwick, 
LaDonna Bostwick, Sarah 
Bowen, Batt Lefever, Nancy 
Lefever, Aaron Atkins, Adam 
O 'Haver, Kaitlyn Taylor 

Elm Street, Lima, Ohio: Earl 
Taylor, Marilyn Taylor 

Faith Community of the Brethren 
Home Community, New 
Oxford , Pa.: Leola R. Miller, 
Dorothy Ballinger, William 
H. Anthony, Beatrice E . 
Anthony, Kathryn S. Miller 

Highland Avenue, Elgin, Ill.: 
Ryan Kellerman, Kristi 
Kellerman , Gay Bowmiester, 
Paul Bowmiester, Gina Free
man, Joe Perry, Mark 
Gardner, Jennie Gardner, 
Sandra Lee, Jamie Sanchez, 
Ed Woolf, Laura Clark, 
Jackie Hartley, Robert Chap
man, Jerry Chapman, 
Richard Pavlak, Caro l 
Pavlak, Russ Thompson, 
Rebecca Thompson 

Lick Creek, Bryan, Ohio: Randy 
Short, Kathleen Short 

Long Green Valley, Glen Arm, 
Md.: Ja son Jutson , Patty 
Williams, Daniel Wheatley, 
Katelyn Hildebrand 

Midland , Va.: Samantha 
Holmes, William Kemper, 
Beth Kemper, John Kemper, 
Misty Dawn Stevens 

Moscow, Mount Solon, Va .: 
Alvin Alexander, Pam 
Alexander, Susan Alexander, 
Kelli Morri s, Brandon 
Reeves, Stormey Shenk, 
Karen Waldron, Brandon 
Waldron, Zachary Waldron, 
Samuel Whitten 

Mount Pleasant, North Canton, 
Ohio: Mark Blankenship, Jacob 
Lundberg, Michael Myers, Sam 
Davis, Nicci Heppe 

New Paris, Ind.: Doris Runyan, 
Skip Smeltzer, Shelly 
Smeltzer, Amber Barton , 
Hope Johnson, Jenn ie 
Thwaits, Terilynn Miller, 
DeeAnn Whitehead , Dustin 
Whitehead, Chad Lambright, 
Crystal Lambright, Neil 
Butt, Ryan Funkhouser 

North Webster, Ind.: Dorothy 
Streby 

Peters Creek, Roanoke, Va.: 
Tina Lowe, Kelly Otey, 
Rachel Linkous, Nathaniel 
Mau, Christopher Mau, 
Mike Mau, Enid Mau, Roger 
Wilson , Megan Manning, 
Robin Roberson, Rick 
Halverson 

Pleasant View, Lima, Ohio: Sam 
McClure, Dena McClure, 
David Thompson, Dixie 
Thompson, Clarence Stites, 
Margaret Stites, Jennie Driver, 
Brian Archer, Kerri Archer 

Pyrmont, Delphi , Ind.: Alysan 
Welch, Chad Gehab, Carrie 
Gehab, Dale Burkhalter, Jane 
Burkhalter, Joe Deardorff, 
Greg Deardorff 

Ridge, Shippensburg, Pa.: 
Elaine Vaughan, Spencer 
Vaughan, Nicholas Furry, 
Walter Smith, Vera Smith, 
Joshua Yeager 

Rockhill , Rockhill Furnace, Pa .: 
Nicole Smith, Wilson Smith, 
Brionna Johnston, Kyle 
Brown, Katelyn Chilcote, 
Ivan Carbaugh, Jason Issette 

Root River, Preston, Minn.: 
Brittney Hendrickson, 
Mitchell Peterson, Sonia 
Himlie 

Salamonie, Warren, Ind .: Alicia 
Aldridge, Ryan Aldridge, 
Karen Campbell, Richard 
Campbell, Natalie Campbell, 
Jody Rice, Marie Plas terer, 
Craig Davis, Brook Vogel
man, Jasmine Heaston , 
Virginia Stout 

San Diego, Calif.: Cortney Col
bert, Cherilyn Williams, 
Jennifer Pearson, Ellis Rose 

S kyridge, Kalamazoo, Mich.: 
Anna Schrock Herdeck, Seth 
Porter, Marylou Westcott, 
Carolyn Ruth 

Smith Mountain Lake, Wirtz, Va.: 
Ron Jamison, Daphne Jami
son, Ann Losh, Pat Wigfield 

South Waterloo, Waterloo, 
Iowa: Gary Folkers, Brenda 
Folkers 

Stone, Huntingdon, Pa.: Kleda 
Marie Evans, Todd Newman, 
Sharon Frandsen , Michael 
Frandsen, John Keiper, Joyce 
Keiper, Erlene Jordan , Ei leen 
Peachey 

Topeka, Kan.: Terry Anne Puder
baugh, Laura Louise 
Puderbaugb, Jason Daniel 
Hielscher, Jenna Ann Hielscher 

Trotwood, Ohio: Brian Boos, 

Timothy Lovett, Moryah 
King, Jessica Gericke, Philip 
Bohannon, Laura Bohannon, 
Jessi Bohannon, Kevin L. 
McConnell 

Wenatchee, Wash.: Lorraine 
Fo resee, Louise Grissom 

West Green Tree, Elizabeth
town, Pa.: Kelly Garber, Joel 
Garber, Em ily Swarr 

Wedding 
anniversaries 
Burkholder, D avid and Leota , 

Cha1nbersburg, Pa., 60 
Burkholder, Raymond and Mary 

Helen, Waynesboro, Pa., 60 
Bush, Clyde a nd Della, Cur

ryville, Pa., 65 
Coffman, Ray and Helen, Hunt

ingdon, Pa. , 55 
Conner, Warren and Julia, 

Roanoke, Va. , 55 
Cook, Alvin and Phil, Engle

wood, Ohio, 50 
Diehl , William and Mavis, 

Huntingdon, Pa., 55 
Fluke, Frederick and DeLois, 

Huntingdon, Pa ., 50 
Furry, Richard and Lorma Jane, 

Huntingdon, Pa., 50 
Grove, Leonard and Olive Mae, 

Bridgewater, Va., 60 
Hanes, Glenn and Doretha, 

Knoxville, Md ., 50 
Hartman, D ale and Janet, Hunt

ingdon, Pa., 55 
Hebrink, Arlin and Georgia, 

Harmony, Minn ., 50 
Hendricks, Gerald and Elouise, 

Alvordton, Ohio, 60 
Hildebrand, Richard and Hazel , 

Linthicum, Md., 55 
Kaylor, Earl and Harriet, Hunt

ingdon, Pa., 50 
Keith, Harry and Kathy, Roar

ing Spring, Pa., 50 
McClure, Dale and M axine, 

Huntingdon, Pa., 50 
Merrow, Avery and Jackie, San 

Diego, Calif. , 50 
Meyers, Laban and Grace, 

Lemasters, Pa., 60 
Monn, Roy and Jean, Cham

bersburg, Pa. , 50 · 
Moser, Lewis and Grace, 

Wakarusa , Ind ., 50 
Olwin, Willard and Virginia, La 

Verne, Calif. , 60 
Otey, Ken and Janet, Roanoke, 

Va. , 50 
Owen, Roy and Edythe, 

Modesto, Calif. , 60 
Rainey , Osborne and Greta , 

Huntingdon, Pa ., 60 
Spradling, Ted and Ruby, 

Roanoke, Va., 50 
Swope, Clarence and Geraldine, 

Manheim, Pa. , 50 
Tammel, Juan and Lois, H ar

mony, Minn., 50 
Trachsel, Junior and Mabel , 

Sugarcreek, Ohio, 55 
Troyer, Myron and Twila, Sug

arcreek, Ohio, 50 
Wagner, Bill and Elaine, Lin

coln, Neb., 60 
Watson, Stanley and Alice, 

Modesto, Calif., 60 
Webb, Max and Pauline, Sparta, 

N.C. , 50 
Whitcomb, Richard and Helen, 

Mechanicsburg, Pa. , 55 
Whitman, Slim and Geraldine, 

Jacksonville, Fla ., 60 
Yordy, Marvin and Peggy, 

Roanoke, Ill. , 50 

TURNING POINTS -
Deaths 
Aby, Daisy, 76, Shippensburg, 

Pa ., June l 
Anderegg, Troy, 85, Portage, 

Mich., May 24 
Bidwell, Lois J. , 79 , Waterloo, 

Iowa, May 14 
Bowings, Elva M. , 98 , Cham

bersburg, Pa ., March 25 
Bowman, Margaret Mills, 78, 

New Hope, Pa ., June 8 
Brower, Charles, 88, South Eng

lish, Iowa, Jan. 27 
Brown, Warren, 54, Ambler, Pa ., 

Feb.22 
Bunyan, Basil , 83, Dayton, 

Ohio, May 19 
Cassel, Evelyn L. , 85, New 

Oxford, Pa., May 10 
Casteel, Ethel , 57, Roanoke, 

Va. , Jan . 15 
Chamberlain, Eugene, 85, San 

Diego, Calif., May 20 
Clark, Esther, 81, Bridgewater, 

Va., May 2 
Clark, Robert, 84, Bridgewater, 

Va., March 16, 2000 
Cohick, Ethel, 86, Newville, Pa. , 

March 15 
Coulter, Donald , 62 , Garden 

City, Kan ., May 16 
Crawford, Dorothy B. , 79, 

Chambersburg, Pa., March 17 
Cullen, John E. , 87, Stevens 

Point, Wis., May 3 
Davis, Hardin, 58, Salem, Va. , 

Jan . 6 
Deardorff, Cora Hull, 88, Cham

bersburg, Pa. , March l2 
Dobbins, Verda, 86, Sigourney, 

Iowa, Jan. I 
Erbaugh, Opal M., 85, New 

Carlisle, Ohio, May 18 
Fike, Nora Mildred McBride, 

89, Denver, Colo. , Feb. 3 
Glee, Barbara Leedom, 67 , 

Broadway, Va., May 28 
Gleim, Paul M., 79, Willi ams

burg, Pa., June 5 
Goppert, Mary Ann, 82, New 

Paris, Ind. , May 25 
Gillespie, Allie, I 05, Cushing, 

Okla., March 6 
Gingrich, Earl, 82, Claremont, 

Calif. , June 6 
Harvey, Mabel L. , 77, Kansas 

City, Kan., May 24 
Henderson, Lula, 93, Cushing, 

Okla., March 4 
Holler, Amy Ilene, 82, Topeka , 

Kan. , May 7 
Hollinger, Benjamin S. , 89, 

Manheim, Pa. , May 16 
Howell, Ida S. , 97, La Verne, 

Calif. , May 26 
Jamison, Malcolm L. , 77 , 

Roanoke, Va. , April 15 
Jones, Robert Raymond, 72, 

Daleville, Va., June 14 
King, Frances, 93, Huntingdon, 

Pa. , Nov. 28 
Kiracofe, Helen , 99 , Hunting

don, Pa., July 14, 2000 
Leed, Annabel, Lititz, Pa., May 15 
L ong, Terry Dean, 47, Topeka, 

Kan ., May 30 
Martz, George W., 64, Dayton , 

Va. , May 22 
Mays, Robert G., 79, Seattle, 

Wash. , June 2 
Messick, John D. , 85, Midland, 

Va. , May 24 
Meyers, Glen E., 81, York , Pa., 

June 6 
Miller, Isabel, Dayton, Va. , 

May20 
Moomaw, Fern, 90 , Sugarcreek, 

Ohio, April 28 
M osson, Gerald , 64, Frankfort, 

Ind ., May 22 
Mumper, Dean, 76, Waterloo, 

Iowa, May 17 
Myers, An na Mae, Bridgewater, 

Va. , May 28 
Ott, Elsie, 88, Windber, Pa. , 

Jan . 30 
Picking, Sarah C., 93, Cham

bersburg, Pa. , May 18 
Potter, Helen , 79, Johnstown, 

Pa. , Feb. 22 
Propst, John, 80, Baldwin, Md., 

April 24 
Rhodes, Opal, 95 , Kingsley, 

Iowa, May 15, 2000 
Rupert, Alma, 86, Huntingdon, 

Pa., Aug. 20, 2000 
Sexton, James R ., II, 19, 

Roanoke, Va., May 16 
Shaffer, Morris, 78 , Manheim, 

Pa., May4 
Share, John, Jr., 81, Tipp City, 

Ohio, May 16 
Simmons, Wendell, 47 , Cock

eysville, Md. , May 4 
Shunk, Frank , 79, Hu ntingdon, 

Pa., Jan. 23 
Smith, Jean Norris, 78, Ambler, 

Pa. , Dec. 8 
Swigart, William, 85, Hunting

don , Pa ., July 10, 2000 
Tarman, Mary Belle, 93 , 

Chicago, Ill., April 17 
Taylor, Jesse Junior, Frankfort, 

Ind ., April 22 
Troyer, Bernice, 90, Sugarcreek, 

Ohio, May I 
Walbridge, Paul, 88, Trappe, 

Md. , Jan. 31 
Warner, Verna Weir, 85, Punta 

Gorda , Fla., April 27 
Washinger, Grace, 87, Shippens

burg, Pa., March 14 
Washinger, Stanley E., 44, Ship

pensburg, Pa. , Jan. 16 
Wirtz, Robert, 96, Wellman, 

Iowa, April 24 
Young, John L. , 73, Shippens

burg, Pa. , Feb. 3 
Zellers, Mildred M ., 86, Man

heim, Pa. , June 3 

Licensings 
Fitzgerald, Nancy, Manassas, 

Va., June 12 
Horst, Wilmer Ray, Falling 

Spring, Shady Grove, Pa. , 
June 3 

Metcalfe, Anne Madara, Man
assas, Va. , June 10 

Plamondon, David Robert, 
Providence, Royersford , Pa. , 
May 20 

Rohrbaugh Randy Gene, 
Tea rcoat, Augusta, WVa. , 
May20 

Sampson, James R ., Eagle 
Creek, Forest, Ohio, June 3 

Ordinations 
Durst, Mark, Georges Creek, 

Lonaconing, Md. , May 20 
Fletcher, Michael L. , Lampeter, 

Pa. , June 3 
Myer, Dennis J. , Lewiston, 

Maine, June 10 
Richardson, Rex W., Cham

paign, Ill. , April 29 
Royer, Kathryn Sue, Cedar Grove, 

New Paris, Ohio, May 20 
Troutman, Dennis J. , Riddles

burg, Pa. , May 13 
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EDITORIAL■ 

The legacy of Pilot House 

''We as a 

church were 

involved among 

the urban poor 

So much of what they had come to accom
plish in the inner city of Baltin:1ore ~as gone 
by the wayside. Poverty and cnme still wrack 

the poor neighborhoods where they worked; now there 
are some 40,000 abandoned houses, home only to 
drugs and rats. The same day the Baltimore Sun 
reported on the June 30 reunion of volunteers who_ 
served between 1951 and 1972 at Pilot House----callmg 
the project a "national focal point for slum rehabilit~-
tion" and a "model for future social-work programs -
the newspaper also reported routinely that police had 
picked up three homicide victims in city parks. · 

Obviously the home repairs haven't lasted, and 
there is no sign today of all the energy spent poison
ing rats or picking up garbage. The volunteers helped 
so many people to move to better houses, they 
became known as the Brethren Moving Co. They 
taught sewing classes and tutored schoolchildren and 
persuaded the city to open up fire hydrants to cool 
kids off. With the NAACP they demonstrated to inte
grate lunch counters and they joined in the famous 

then to an March on Washington. But what is there to show for 
it? Sam Miller of Delavan, Wis. , who served the 

extent we have Church of the Brethren as director of the Pilot House 

never been 
since. We 

learned more 

then about 
racism from 

firsthand 

experience 

than we 
know now 

from books 

project from 1966 to 1972, asked the reunited volun
teers, "What did we do that was lasting?" 

"When I came here from Indiana in 1955 I was a 
real shy kid," answered Marion Bothof. "I never had 
had any experience with black people before I came to 
Baltimore. But here I found out that these were people I 
could love just like the people back home on the farm. " 

The memories are lasting. "That was the most 
exciting time to be alive," said June Gibble of Elgin, 
Ill., who served at Pilot House from 1966 to 1972. "I 
remember going to Annual Conference and people 
having to calm me down." Stories poured out about 
giving the love of Christ to people in need, and 
having it given right back. Delores Salamone of 
Philadelphia, a 1955 BVSer, said the only reason she 
was asked to sing in the choir at Baltimore's pre
dominantly black Knox Presbyterian Church was 
because the director wanted to integrate the choir. 
Though other members were as illiterate as Delores 
was non-musical, the choir put together a wonderful 

and media Messiah that she'll never forget. 
,, David Liby of Decatur, Ind. , remembers walking 

reports· back home from working at the Lafayette Square 
Community Center one hot summer night in 1959. 
In the Pilot House neighborhood, mothers were sit
ting out on their front steps with their children. A 
woman asked why he would leave his comfortable 
home to work with the poor in the city. " I told her, 
'It's all because of Jesus." ' 

" In the city you can witness 24 hours a day if you 
are awake to do it," said Bob Cain of Greenville, 
Ohio. "People have a lot of questions. " Cain and his 
wife, Dorothy, were at Pilot House from 1962 to 1965. 

"We don't often have opportunities to get with 
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people who are different," said Claire Ulrich of Bridge
water, Va. , who came to Pilot House with her husband, 
Dale as director in 1957. "When we try to force that, it's 
awkv~rard. But this was a place that felt natural." 

There was no conscious effort to improve race 
relations when the volunteers of Pilot House began 
its Fresh Air program. The idea was to give urban 
kids a break from the sweltering city while building 
support for the city work among Brethren. In 1964 . 
there were 24 children of Baltimore's ghetto placed m 
rural Brethren homes for a week; by 1965 some 400 
children headed out to the Brethren countryside. A 
Maryland farm family who hosted a 10-year-old boy 
was boycotted at the local farmer's market for foster
ing a "Negro intrusion." A Pennsylvania family said 
their two young sons had taken a bath with the eight
year-old boy who was their guest from Baltimore. 
The boys nearly rubbed the guest's arm raw by using 
scouring powder to get the black off. 

We may wince now at the naivete of our church in 
that innocent time. It became a sore point that Fresh 
Air only went one way- few church members ventured 
to Baltimore to spend a week in the inner city. Still, we 
as a church were involved among the urban poor then 
to an extent we have never been since. We learned more 
then about racism from firsthand experience than we 
know now from books and media reports. 

When Baltimore burned in the 1968 riots, commu
nity residents painted "Soul Brothers" on the door of 
Pilot House to protect it, and the BYS bus was 
painted with "Cool it, baby" to patrol the streets 
urging calm. But the riots led to a movement toward 
self-determination in the black community, and Pilot 
House was seen as white and paternalistic. Mean
while, the Vietnam War diverted the nation's 
attention from the cities, while federal funds dried up 
under a policy of "benign neglect," all contributing 
to the decision to close Pilot House in 1972. 

Is it time to go back to the inner city? Urban lead
ers don't care as much now whether you're white or 
black if you're willing to help. Cities are in pain, and 
the poor need partners. Our church needs racism 
awareness and cross-cultural experience; we would be 
careful this time to make Fresh Air breezes blow both 
ways. It could yet be that the lasting legacy of Pilot 
House has not yet been written.- FLETCI-fER FARRAR 

Correction: In my June editorial listing Earle Fike's 
choices for the "best of the Brethren preachers" I 
misspelled the name of Nevin H. Zuck. A resident of 
Brethren Village, Lancaster, Pa., Zuck has been preach
ing for 65 years, of which 25 were as pastor of the 
Elizabethtown (Pa.) Church of the Brethren. He was 
pastor of the Goshen (Ind.) City church before moving 
to Brethren Village, where he and his wife served as 
chaplains. When I called to apologize, Zuck explained, 
"We belong to the Amish Zucks." I asked for his secret 
of good preaching. "The most important part of preach
ing is relating to the people you' re talking to." 



RESIDENT SERVICES CENTER 

H illcrest's Resident Services Center 
is well into construction, and the 
completion date is close at hand. 
The photograph here shows 

much of the progress with an anticipated 
completion date of June 2001. 

The Resident Services Center will house 
the wood shop, lapidary, gardening and 
sewing rooms to name a few. Possibilities 
for some of the rooms may include a 
photography lab and/ or silversmithing 
shop. Once the center is finished it will 
temporarily house Marketing, Human 
Resources, the Clinic and the Chaplain. 

VILLAGE CENTER 

T he future plans of Hillcrest include several enhanced amenities on our campus. An Aquatic and Fitness Center is in the 
process of design and will meet the needs of our current and future residents. A lap pool, jacuzzi, therapy room, and 
dressing rooms are also in the planning stages. 

Residential Living Apartments sized as one-bedroom, one-bedroom/den, and two-bedroom units will include exterior patios and 
balconies in a two-story building. These apartments will be north of the Aquatic and Fitness Center. 
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The Manor Assisted Living buildings have a proposed design 
usage as a "fanuly home" concept in two, two-story buildings. 
They will be the cutting-edge architectural program approach 
to Assisted Living with country kitchens on each floor for 
informal dining, a main dining activity area, computer room, 
aviary, aquarium, beauty shop, and a pond feature. 

Retirement Communities affiliated with the Church of the 
Brethren provide chaplaincy services. Hillcrest, in cooperation 

.... .:.,.....I¼.;~~~.,_,..-_- :::~::;:::" with La Verne Church of the Brethren, offered chaplaincy 

' . ,...... . .. services of Willard Ressler for the past twelve years. He will 
retire effective June 30, 2001. Hillcrest is pleased to aimounce 
that our new Chaplain will be Myrna Wheeler. 

During your next visit to Southern California, stop by 
Village Center Area Site Hillcrest, and see our plat1s for the future. Retirement living at 

Hillcrest is more appealing as time goes by, offering more choices of amenities, 
giving you the freedom to enjoy your retirement years in an active lifestyle . 

1:5) . 
EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 

D55 Continuing Care Certificate #069 

D55 #191501662 

For further information call 
1-800-566-4636 (in CA) 

or (909) 392-4360 
Visit our website: 

www.seniorhousing.net/ ad/hillcrestca 

A llETIREMFNT COMMUNITY REL ATED TO THE CHU RCH OF THE BRE I HREN 

2705 Mt. View Drive• La Verne, CA 91750 
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Your generous support of 
the Emergency Disaster Fund 

makes a difference. 
Hurricane season is approaching. 

We are reminded how important it is to be prepared 
both personally and as part of the body of Christ. 

The Emergency Disaster Fund provides assistance to those 
who would, without our help, have a more difficult time 

restoring their lives following a disaster. 
Thank you for providing the resources to respond. 

Emergency Disaster Fund 
Church of the Brethren General Board 
1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, Illinois 601 20 

Photos from top left: 
India earthquake survivors. 

_JL 7e, 
Susan Hall paints a doorway in a home damaged by Hurricane Floyd in Vanceboro, NC. 
Trained disaster child care volunteers, June and Larry Slick, at work following a tornado in Hoisington , Kansas 
ER/SM staff helps Steve Evick, Dranesville (Va.) Church of the Brethren, load up COB Clinic Boxes for El Salvador. 
Janette Freeman, a Disaster Project director, clears a road f'or Camp lthiel in Florida. 
Home damaged by Tornado. 
Distribution center in New Windsor, Maryland. 




