Brethren-Operated

"Child Sponsorship Program"

Honduras

India

Put the face of a child like this in your life!

Nicaragua

For 82 cents a day ($25 per month) you will
assure them a good diet, clean water, health
care and most importantly, a good education.
Our dedicated staff can help you reach out
to needy children and their families in.. ...

Honduras, Nicaragua and India

Honduras

~

9

To sponsor a child or obtain additional information
contact:
International Christian Aid, Inc.
115 Spring Road, Suite 3
Hollsopple, PA 15935-7412
Phone: (814) 479-7963 or (888) 643-7555
Fax: (814) 479-2521

lnteraidinc@aol .com

p·1/www,interaid inc org

...Linking caring Americans with needy children, their families
and communities in the developing world.
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

I

was standing in a long line at the post office 10 minutes before closing

time. I had been paying little attention to anyone else until I heard a woman
speak sharply to the man in front of her.
"You're not trying to cut in line, are you?" she said to the back of his head.
There was no response from the interloper, who acted as if he had not heard. After a
while she raised her voice and chastised the man again. He shifted his weight
uneasily, but did not turn around. Finally, full of indignation, she elbowed her way
into the spot just ahead of him . A few minutes later, another woman did the same.
Though I was beginning to feel irritated too and had even begun preparing my own
speech, something gave me pause. It was the expression on his face when the second
woman pushed her way past him. He didn't look arrogant or rude; he looked confused.
Suddenly it dawned on me: The man was deaf. Sure enough, after the two
women left and it was his turn, he approached the window and transacted his business using gestures.
I attribute my flash of insight to my recent attendance at a National Council of
Churches committee meeting that included two deaf women and a blind man. At
every point we worked at including them. Out of compassion for the interpreters, we
tried to slow down our torrent of words. When we were motioned to sit down at a
certain point in worship, someone thought to tell the blind man that we were sitting.
By the end of our time together, I had both a heightened sense of awareness and an
appreciation for how easily these participants could be included when the proper
planning was done. And I was impressed by a committee that structured these
accommodations into its regular life.
Apparently this new sense of awareness remained with me when I returned
home, causing me to figure out the source of the misunderstanding playing out in
front of me in the post office. The frustration w1as not figuring it out until after the
two women had left. How long did they fume about the rude stranger in front of
them? Did they repeat the story of the injustice to family members at home? Did
they ever guess that they were the ones who were in the wrong?
Perhaps the church is like that post office. Some of the biggest problems are
really hearing problems. When we get together, whether at Annual Conference or in
church council, we might be well served by slowing down the conversation, using
interpreters, and assisting each other with worship. Then we might learn to hear
with the heart of the Spirit.
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IN TOUCH•
Brethren doctor
helps win global
health award

Examining
a dental patient
in Honduras
is Dr. Richard
Howells of
Memorial Church
of the Brethren,
Ma rtinsburg, Pa.

Holding hands in Honduras
Six members of the Martinsburg (Pa.) Memorial Church of
the Brethren spent two weeks in March lending a hand in
Honduras. As part of a 55-member, ecumenical group from
Johnstown, Pa., the six Brethren volunteers ate, shared,
witnessed, and worked with the people of Honduras.
Richard Howells and Sherry Bowman helped on the
dental team. Nancy Oldham and Mary Greenland assisted
the medical brigade. Both teams worked in and around Las
Lajas, in the Comayagua region. Alan Musselman joined
the habitat team in constructing two houses in Pavon and
Urraco. Karen Yarnall worked primarily with the team's
pharmacy and also assisted the vision team in diagnosing
vision needs and distributing glasses.
Memorial Church of the Brethren became involved
when orthodontist Richard Howells (who had been on similar trips to Honduras twice) picked up the General Boa rd's
"World Mission Offering" flyer at church. On the cover was
a picture of a Honduran girl whose beautiful smile showed
four diseased teeth. Dr. Howells immediately felt a calling to
return to Honduras with the 2001 dental team.
During the next week's worship service he shared this
ca l ling and gave an invitation. This·year, he wanted
someone to go with him. The church witness commission committed to help pay expenses for any volunteers.
An anonymous donor lent a helping hand. Before th e
month was over, six people had stepped forward to go.
A sculpture was created in the "Circle of Friends" style
of eight figures linked in a ci rcle-one for each traveler,
one for the presence of Christ, and one representing the
congregation. The sculpture with a lit candle was kept in
the front of the sanctuary for the duration of the trip .
The trip was hard work with over a million dollars'
worth of goods and services distributed. Of more importance for the people who went, however, were the
relationships developed with the people with whom they
served, the people they served, and the people who
served them. It wasn't a "hand-out" or a "hand up" to
those in poverty as much as it was holding hands with
the children of God in Honduras .
-Chris Bowman

When the first-ever
"Gates Award for
Global Health" from the
Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation was presented to the Centre for
Health and Population
Research on May 31,
a Brethren doctor
was there .
David Sack, a
member and a deacon
in the Long Green
Valley Church of the
Brethren, Glen Arm,
Md., presently resides
in Bangladesh. He has
served as director of
this research hospital in
Dhaka, Bangladesh
since 1999, following up
his work as a researcher
there in the 1980s.
This Centre pioneered the discovery
and development of a
simple way of treating
infants and children
who might otherwise
die from the effects of
such diseases as
cholera . Two-and-a-half
million children are
today saved from what
used to be the leading
infectious killer in the
world: diarrhea. This is
all because of the oral
rehydration solution
(ORS) that came out of
this research hospital.
A response of the
body to rid itself of a
"bug" like cholera,
diarrhea can lead to

death by dehydration
before the body has a
chance to cure itself,
especially in children.
In richer nations, doctors can hook up an IV
to replace the body's
fluids. Not so in
poorer countries. The
Centre developed a
formula of salts and
sugars which, when
water is added, can be
given to children . As
this (ORS) is absorbed
by the blood, it keeps
fluid in the body unti l
diarrhea ends.
The Centre has also
played a central role in
cholera vaccine
research and applied
research programs on
maternal and child
health, while caring for
the 120,000 patients
who come through its
doors each year.
In a USA Today article, Sack was quoted
as saying that the staff
was "overwhelmed
and overjoyed" by the
news. "We have never
been financially
robust. At least some
of the money will have
to be used to pay back
loans used to support
patient care during the
last few years."
Melinda Gates, cofounder of the
foundation and cochair of the Global
Health Council's 2001
conference, presented
the $1 million award.
-Peter L. Haynes
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Enjoying one of
Mr. Woods' stories
are Ka tie Hannah,
Megan Moore, Trey
Sim m ons, an d Leah
Cassell.
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"Mr. Wood" is retiring
after a long ministry
in education
"Mr. Wood , I forgot my lunch
money today, " complains a
seventh grade boy. "Mr. Wood,
I can't get my milk open," cries
a girl at the next table. "Mr.
Wood!" urges a teacher heading for a few boys who are
losing their tempers with one
another.
It's all in a day's shift at the
Northside Middle School cafeteria for James Wood, who has
been principal at the school for
16 years. Those regular shifts
are at an end now for Wood,
who, after 37 years in the
public school systems of Virginia's Roanoke Valley, is
getting ready for "what's next."
Wood has been an anchor in
the public schools in the
Roanoke area, where he served
as principal of four schools. His
trademark has been a positive
attitude. That's no accident.
"I 've worked hard to motivate
teachers and students to be
positive," says Wood .
Wood exudes the positive.

Just ask the choirs and members of Roanoke First Church of
the Brethren, where Wood has
been the organist and accompanist for 35 years. When a
particularly difficult piece of
music or an Easter cantata has
choir members shaking their
heads in wonderment, Wood,
who says very little during
rehearsals, calmly speaks up
from his piano bench, "We'll be
ready!" That's all the pep talk a
choir needs.
While Wood, who as a
young man was once a
licensed minister, found his
true vocation in publi c educa tion, it's fair to say that
ministry remained part of his

identity. "I've a lways wanted
to serve people ," he says.
That service has meant going
well l;>eyond school walls. In 37
years as a principal and
teacher, Wood can't begin to
count the funerals he's
attended for school staff, students, and their families. "I go
because I care, but people
remember you were there."
And the funerals have helped
Wood forge a strong relationship with the large African
American community in
Roanoke . "I've learned so many
things, culturally and otherwise, through being at those
funerals. It's a small thing
really, but it's something I could
do and people remember it."
Now Wood, along with his
wife of 38 years, Lula Belle, herself retiring this yea r after 25
years of elementary school
teaching, looks forward to new
challenges and experiences. It
will not be a simple matter. The
possibilities are numerous and
the choices important. "I've
never been good at saying no,"
Wood offers. "I've said yes
most of my life. Now I'd like to
take some time to reflect on
what's next, but I know I'll stay
involved with people and service activities."
Hooray for that! And hooray
for people who have served
well, served long, and done it
with a smile.
-David R. Miller, Roanoke, Va .

East Chippewa plans Antique Tractor Stiow
Antique tractors bring people together at the East Chippewa
Church of the Brethren, between Orrville and Smithville, Ohio .
Last year's Antique Tractor Show included about 50 old
tractors, from large machines to small garden tra ctors . This
year's show is scheduled for Aug. 19 in the parking lot aft e r
services. Church youth will serve a lunch and there w i ll be
pony rides for children.
"This is a community day, where neighbors spend time visiting and sharing with each other," writes Irene Hochstetler. "It
is a fun day."

A bus connects across the
miles of Northern Plains
What does a district do when some congregations are 600 to 800 miles away
from the district office and the center of
much district activity? Most of the 35 congregations in Northern Plains District
are in Iowa and Minnesota. But four
congregations (Cando, Pleasant
Valley, and Surrey) are in North Dakota,
and one congregation (Big Sky) is in eastern
Montana. It is a challenge to build and maintain good relationships with congregations
that are at such distances.
Several years ago the Northern Plains District
Board committed itself to meeting in the
churches in the Mon-Dak area every three years.
In April, board members rode through the
night on Thursday. Next morning they visited
over breakfast at the Surrey church followed by
commission meetings. They toured Camp MonDak (the camp-which serves the four
congregations in the Mon-Dak area), made a
brief visit at the International Peace Gardens
Chapel, and held meetings in the Cando church.
On Saturday they had a fellowship supper, a
hymn si_ng, and a history lesson with the Pleasant
Valley church. Then they drove through the night
to Minneapolis and worshiped with the Open
Circle in Burnsville, Minn ., on Sunday morning.
District board members were greeted with
welcoming arms, delicious food, and sweet fellowship at each church. Relationships were built
and nurtured. Hospitality was graciously
extended and thankfully received. All a part of
life in the Northern Plains!-Connie Burkholder

Coulson church
breaks ground for
new sanctuary
The Coulson church,
located in Carroll
County, Va., broke
ground on a new
sanctuary this spring.
An inspiring service,
led by pastor Russell
Payne from a tree
stump in the church
yard, highlighted the
103-year history of the
Brethren of the Coulson church. Brother
Payne pointed out
that this is not a new
"church," since the

church is the Body
of Christ.
Costing in excess of
$500,000, this new
structure will provide
420-440 seats for worship and a completely
new fellowship facility.
The current structure, whose
limited capacity
hinders further
growth, will continue in use for
children's church
and other activities.
Coulson church has
the largest average
worship attendance in
the Virlina District.
A number of guests,
in cluding current and
former district executives, a former pastor,
and the congregational
moderator, gave words
of encouragement to
the large congregation
gathered for this occasion. For more
information about the
ministries of the Coulson church, contact
· coulsoncob@tcia.net

Greenville
celebrates
centennial
The Greenville (Ohio)
Church of the Brethren
celebrates its 100th
anniversary in 2001.
The congregation had
its beginnings with several people who had
moved into the city of
Greenville from the sur-
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rounding countryside
where they had been
active in other Brethren
congregations .
With the help of the
district mission board, a
building was constructed and dedicated
in January 1901, the
date observed by the
congregation as the official date of its founding.
Special events are
being planned for
Sunday, Aug. 26, 2001,
in celebration of the
anniversary. Former
member Gerald
Rhoades, now of Harrisburg, Pa., will preach
during the morning
worship service at 10:30
a.m. Following a carryin dinner, there will be
an afternoon worship
service at 1:30 p.m . with
Southern Ohio District
Executive Mark Flory
Steury preaching.
A special exhibit of
church history has
been prepared by
members of the congregation, who
encourage former
members and friends
of the church and all
interested in church
history to participate in
this special event.
For more information call 937-548-3583
or write to the church
at 421 Centra 1·Ave.,
Greenville, OH 45331
or e-mail to pastor@
greenvillebrethren.org.
-Bruce Rosenberger, pastor

Pastor Russell Payne mounts a tree
stump to address the church at the
groundbreaking for a new Coulson
Church of the Brethren sanctuary.
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BRETHRENSPEAK

'' Ministry
is something
I never really
contemplated,
but in hindsight
I remember
conversations
with people
who said little
things, and I
Church partners meet
for Nigeria consultation
realize they
A consultation between the
were planting
Ekklesiyar Van'uwa a Nigeria
(Church of the Brethren in
seeds. They
Nigeria), the US Church of the
and Mission 21 (forwere watered Brethren,
merly Basel Mission) of
along the way Switzerland was held May 8-11
in Kwarhi, Adamawa State,
by others, and Nigeria, in the EVN headquarters conference hall.
now it's coming
Twenty-eight items of discussion crowded the agenda. The
to flower. ,,
consultation, scheduled to be
James Lucas,
2001 Bethany Theolog ical
Seminary graduate
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held every other year, was to
meet in 2000 but was delayed
for one year due to scheduling
difficulties among the partners.
Participating from the Church
of the Brethren were Mervin
Keeney, director of Global Mission Partnerships for the
General Board, and Nigeria
mission coordinators John and
Janet Tubbs.
The meeting featured many
reports, updates, and proposals
from EVN-related educational
institutions. Participants dis-

Members of the Global Mission
Partnerships staff team in Nigeria
met with GMP director Merv Keeney on
his May trip to Africa. From left are Janet
Tubbs, Lyall Sherred, Vivian Sherred, Merv,
John Tubbs, and Matt Messick, in front of
the Kulp Bible College chapel. The
Sherreds are teachers at Kulp Bible
College, Janet and John Tubbs are mission
coordinators, and Matt Messick is a
teacher at the EYN comprehensive
secondary school. Missing in this photo
are Nigeria staff Patty and John Crumley
and Mimi Copp Pukuma, who serve at
Hillcrest School, Jos.

(below) EVN (Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a
Nigeria) leaders general secretary Abraham Wuta Tizhe, president Toma H.
Ragnjiya, and vice president Blama Hena
host the consultation in Kwarhi.

cussed a plan and proposal for
the integration of the Rural
Development Program Agric
Commercial, the CommunityBased Development Program,
and the Rural Health Program.
It was agreed that this integration would strengthen the work
among the rural communities.
Kulp Bible College will phase
out the basic certificate in Christian religious studies this year,
with that course instead being
offered under the EVN Bible
schools. The change will allow
Kulp to offer all classes for the
diploma in Christian ministry, a
four-year course, every year
rather than alternating classes
each year. A Theological Education by Extension program has
developed its own diploma
course and will enroll its first

diploma students in August.
Other business included a call
for more exchange programs, an
overview of the EVN Vision 2000
strategic plan, an update on
women's programs, and concerns related to Muslim/Christian
relationships in Nigeria as Sharia
law is instituted in some states.
The next consultation is scheduled for 2003 in Switzerland.
In other Nigeria news, 38
boxes of biblical and theological books were sent to EVN this
spring through Global Mission
Partnerships. These books were
donated by a number of
Brethren. The materials will
expand and strengthen the
libraries at Kulp Bible College,
the Theological College of
Northern Nigeria, and regional
Bible schools.
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Website enhancements
include new Marketplace

Several awards have been
announced for Brethren in
recent months. They include:
• Kristin Flory, coordinator
of Brethren Volunteer Service
in Europe for the Church of the
Brethren General Board, was
named Peacemaker of the Year
by the Brethren Peace Fellowship of Atlantic Northeast
District. A c itation praised her
"quiet, significant service
behind the scenes" and her
dedication to the European
volunteers and their work.
BPF also honored C.
Wayne Zunkel of Elizabethtown , Pa., for his "stimulating
and thought-provoking leadersh i p through the printed
word" during his 33 years _as
editor of the organization's
newsletter, which ce.a sed
publication in June.

• Two General Board publications received honors at
this spring's Associated
Church Press conference in
Minneapolis. Messenger,
competing in the magazine
division, garnered two firstplace awards: one for
Fletcher Farrar's October
2000 editorial, "Beware the
politics of God -talk," and the
other for publisher Wendy
McFadden's monthly column.

·

A

Workcamps

More tools are available at the denominational website,
www.brethren.org, after some recent add itions.
Largest among them is a new Brethren "Marketp lace" that will
allow users to easily connect to denominational products and services, including the stores for Brethren Press {brethrenpress .com)
and the Association of Brethren Caregivers.
On the site's main homepage, meanwhile, a list of keywords has
been added to provide quick access to a variety of Brethren offices
and programs. The "find a church" feature has also been
enhanced, with a clickable map and a fuller congregational listing
that includes all known websites, e-mails, and phone numbers. A
quarterly update from On Earth Peace and the General Board's
young adult newsletter, BRIDGE, are also now available online.

Brethren earn awards,
recognition for efforts

··
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Agenda received a plaque
for p lacing third overall in
the top category, best of
class, among newsletters.
Agenda also placed third for
newsletter graphics, which
includes design and photography. The publication is
co-edited by Howard Royer
and Walt Wiltschek.
A total of 74 publications
participated in the
competition .

•The Brethren Service
Center in New Windsor, Md.,
received a Community Service
Award from the Carroll County
{Md.) office of the American
Red Cross at the agency's sixth
annual Leadership Breakfast
May 3 in Westminster, Md.
SERRV International, which
has offices at New Windsor,
was honored with the
Employer of the Year Award
by ARC of Carroll County at a
banquet on May 8 for its work
with people with developmental disabilities.
•The Association of
Brethren Caregivers
announced four caregivers to
be honored at its Annual
Recognition Dinner during
Annual Conference in Baltimore. The caregivers to be
honored are Robert D. Cain,
Jr., J.H. Caricofe, Robert B.
Di Matteo, and Fred Swartz.

Brethren Volunteer Service director Dan
McFadden displays some new BVS
promotional materials at the General
Of((ces in E(gin, II( (/nset} New BVS mailer
t~ ti('3 sent to ~ecent high school graduates.
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YOUTH EVENTS

Steering committee
members surround Paul
Grout in prayer before he
speaks for the first session
of the Young Adult
Conference.

July 8-14 Workcamp
at Pine Ridge, S.D.,
National senior high
youth workcamp
July 9 - 13 Workcamps
at Lake Geneva, Wis.,
and New Windsor,
Md., National junior
high youth workcamps
July 13-22 "Exploring Your Call: A
Seminar on Faith and
Vocation for Youth,"
for juniors and seniors
in high school, Bethany
Theological Seminary,
Richmond, Ind.
July 16-22 Workcamps at Chicago
and Keyser, W.Va.,
National senior high
youth workcamps
July 23-29 Workcamps at Baltimore
and Myrtle Point,
Ore., National senior
high youth workcamps
July 29-Aug. 4
National youth spiritual growth camp,
Camp Mack, Milford,
Ind.
July 30-Aug. 5 Workcamps at Crossnore,
N.C., and St. Croix,
USVI, National senior
high youth workcamps
Aug . 1-5 Workcamp
at Washington, D.C.,
National junior high
youth workcamp
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(below) Chris Fitz and Josh
Brockway, Young Adult
Steering Committee
members, doing a "bag skit"
during the variety show.
Their presentation was
called "Reconstructing Paul."
The event was at Brethren
Woods, Keezletown, Va.,
Mav 26-28.

Young adults: Will the
church ever get it?
About 70 young adults from
as far away as Iowa, Kansas,
and New England gathered
Memorial Day weekend, May
26-28, at Brethren Woods in
Keezletown, Va., for the
Church of the Brethren's
annual national Young Adult
Conference.
Annual Conference moderator-elect Paul Grout of
Putney, Vt., brought to the
young adults a theme he has
carried throughout the
denomination in the past
year-that of truly "being
alive," particularly being alive
in Christ. Using a variety of
media and underscoring the
importance of art in faith,
Grout described his vision of
the emerging church if it is to
"get it" and be relevant and
meaningful in the postmod ern 21st-century world.
"The church today cannot
know Jesus because it believes
it already knows Jesus, and it
does not," Grout said emphatically. "The church is in trouble
because they believe they
already have the answer."
The weekend, planned by

the General Board's
Youth/Young Adult Ministries
office and its Young Adult Steering Committee, also included
several powerful worship services, with parts of them
outdoors. A closing service
used the image of water with a
reminder that believers become
a new creation in Christ.
Other highlights included

small-group Bible study sessions, Wacky Olympics and
other recreation, a variety
show, and a chance to enjoy
abundant sunshine-a marked
change from the rain-soaked
2000 conference.
The 2002 Young Adult Conference is scheduled for
Memorial Day weekend in
Chicago, with an urban focus.

At age 4,
it's what the three
wise men did.

At age 14,
it's volunteering
at the soup
kitchen.

As they grow, their world changes, their knowledge expands, and their
faith deepens. Jubilee will grow with them, relating the Bible to real-life
situations. Returning to the stories over time to find deeper truths as
they get older - and the questions they ask get tougher.
Thousands of parents already know that Jubilee
works, and that their kids love it.

For more information, call Brethren Press
at (800) 441-3712, or visit us online at
www.brethrenpress.com.
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GOD'S GOOD ~Ems

Jubilee grows with kids. Kids grow with Jubilee.

WORLD WATCH
1. Washington, D.C. More than

YOUTH BEAT

Youth, young adults flock
to summer workcamps
A record total of more than 500 youth, young
adults, and advisors are participating in Church
of the Brethren workcamps this summer. The
slate of 20 workcamps, offered by the General
Board's Youth/Young Adult Ministries office, is
taking junior high and senior high youth, young
adults, and advisors to 13 states, Puerto Rico, the
Dominican Republic, the US Virgin Islands, and
France.
Brethren Volunteer Service workers Jacki Hartley of Lewistown, Pa., and Luke Croushorn of
Nokesville, Va., are serving as workcamp coordi nators this summer. Chanda Edwards of
Jonesborough, Tenn ., joined them in May as
assistant workcamp coordinator.

300 environmental justice leaders from church denominations
and interfaith groups met in
Washington, D.C., May 20-23
for an environmental conference sponsored by the
N.ational Council of Churches'
Eco-Justice Working Group.
Church ofthe Brethren General
Board executive director Judy
Mills Reimer was among
church leaders signing on to an
open letter to President George
W. Bush, expressing concerns
about environmental policy.

2. North Korea. Another grant
from the General Board's
Global Food Crisis Fund
headed to the Asian nation in
May, giving $3,200 toward the
purchase and shipment of two
heifers.

3. Guatemala. A $2,500 Global
Food Crisis Fund grant went to
the Parramos School, providing for continued economic
and nutritional education programs, and $2,000 from the
Brethren Witness "If a Tree
Falls ... " project went to
assist in reforestation efforts.

4. Cuba. A delegation of
Global Mission Partnerships
director Mervin Keeney, Latin
America/Caribbean specialist
Nadine Monn, and Guillermo
Encarnacion, coordinator for
theological education in the
Dominican Republic, visited
the island nation for the 60th
anniversary of the Cuban
Council of Churches
May 28-June 1.

5. Hoisington, Kan. Church of
the Brethren Emergency
Response/Service Ministries
sent both money and personnel to assist in the aftermath
of a destructive tornado April
21. A grant of $5,000 from the
Emergency Disaster Fund
went to support Church World
Service's relief effort, and four
Disaster Child Care caregivers
spent nine days in the area,
making 60 child-care contacts.

6. India. A major grant from the
Emergency Disaster Fund sent
$50,000 toward ongoing quake
relief in northwestern India,
where a massive earthquake
caused widespread devastation in January. The funds will
support a comprehensive
rehabilitation project by
Church World Service over the
next two years, rebuilding
homes, schools, and public
buildings.

7. Sudan. Reports indicated
increased bombing in late
April and early May, with.
bombs striking a school and
other buildings in and around
the village of Narus, where a
Church of the Brethren delegation visited in February.
Among the buildings damaged was the Blessed Bakhita
Girls School, a project supported by the Church of the
Brethren General Board.
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UPCOMINGEVENTS
July 4-5 Church of
the Brethren Ministers' Association
meeting, "Who Do You
Say?: Confessing Jesus
as Christ in Our Time,"
Baltimore, Md.
July 4-7 "Weaving
Peace" peace gathering, Aukerman
Homestead, Union
Bridge, Md.
July 22-Aug. 11
Brethren Volunteer
Service unit 244, New
Windsor, Md.
Aug. 3-4 Area 1
(Northeast) Urban
Ministry Conference/Celebration,
Cornerstone Christian
Fellowship, Lebanon,
Pa. Theme: "Community Transformation ."
Aug. 3-5 Northern
Plains District Conference, University of
Northern Iowa, Cedar
Falls; Southeastern District Conference, Johnson
Bible College, Knoxville,
Tenn.; Western Plains District Conference,
University of Southern
Colorado, Pueblo

Im
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Small membership
churches was the topic of
discussion led by Jim
Kinsey, Congregational Life
Team staff member, with
West Marva District pastors
and church leaders at ·
Petersburg (W. Va.)
Memorial Church of the
Breth ren.

OEPA board works
at consensus model
The On Earth Peace board of
directors and staff met at the
Brethren Service Center in New
Windsor, Md., April 19-20. In
addition to business, the meeting included worship,
storytelling, group-building,
and sharing about "passions
for peacemaking."
Under the leadership of chair
Jan Kulp Long, the board's
activities included:
•Learning the "formal consensus" method of decision-making
and how it applies to deliberations. OEPA co-executive Bob
Gross and Long led the board
through the training process.
Throughout the two days,
formal consensus-which
stresses that each person
around the table has a voice,
and that ample time is taken for
all to express their opinions
-was practiced and used.
•Hearing staff reports on
highlights of their work,
including Matthew 18 workshops, the agency's strategic
plan, and new peace witness
activities. The Calling and Ministry Committee is currently
accepting applications for the
Ministry of Reconciliation
Practitioner Network.
•Receiving a positive financial report, with both income
and expenses currently under
budget and numerous new and
increased donations that have

Congregational Life tour highlights
small churches
A series of events for smaller-membership congregations in the
southeast US celebrated the theme that "Small Can Be Beautiful." The General Board's Area 3 Congregational Life Team (CLT)
and area districts hosted Jim Kinsey, Area 2 (Midwest) CLT staff,
as guest leader. Kinsey is a certified trainer through the Texas
A&M Rural Sociology Department.
Kinsey made presentations at congregations in the Southeastern, Virlina, and West Marva districts during the tour in late
April and early May, leading workshops, preaching, giving
keynote addresses, and facilitating planning. In all, more than
300 people from 55 congregations attended 11 events. Topics
addressed included evangelism and revitalization, spiritual life,
and characteristics of healthy congregations.
Worship was also part of events at the various stops, and the
Virlina events featured additional workshops on a number of
areas led by CLT staff and district leaders.
Earlier this year, Kinsey provided leadership for the
Shenandoah District board retreat as the board focused on
supporting and nurturing smaller membership and rural congregations. He plans to meet with congregations in Atlantic
Southeast District in early 2002.
qualified for a matching gift.
•Hearing updates from the
board's three active committees, including a report that
about half of the $100,000 challenge gift program to churches
and individuals has been
received with less than six
months to go until the end of
the fiscal year, Sept. 30.

•Discussing other items
including: the possible involvement of On Earth Peace in the
"Every Church a Peace Church"
program; the purpose of present and future endowments;
Annual Conference 2001 activities; and specifics about the
"Weaving Peace" post-Annual
Conference gathering.

New advisory committee
to focus on church planting
The General Board's Congregational Life
Ministries office has named an ongoing
New Church Development Advisory
Committee as approved at the spring
meeting of the General Board.
Serving are Jim Rhen of Reamstown,
Pa., from Area 1; Eric Anspaugh of
Cincinnati, Area 2; Marianne Pittman of
Blacksburg, Va., Area 3; Jay Steele of
Burnsville, Minn., Area 4; Ron Faus of
Glendale, Ariz., Area 5; district executive
representative David Shumate of Virlina
District; and staff representative Glenn
Timmons, director of Congregational Life
Ministries. Members will serve on staggered terms, still to be determined.
All but one member of the new committee are continuing from an advisory
committee that was appointed to study
the issue for three years in March 1998.
Faus replaces Gilbert Romero of East
Los Angeles, Calif., as the Area 5
member. The committee will work at a
training/assessment program for church
planters, coaching models, establishing
guidelines for grants, development of a
church planters' manual, and other
tasks. Its work will be funded by the
Emerging Global Mission Fund.

lege. She is a former General Board
member and has served as minister of
nurture in two Brethren congregations.
She succeeds P. Joan Austin, who has
retired after more than two decades as
college chaplain.
• David Longenecker began June 15 as
coordinator of shared services for the
Association of Brethren Caregivers. He

will work primarily with the Fellowship of
Brethren Homes. Longenecker has been
senior pastor of the Myerstown (Pa.)
Church of the Brethren, served as associate district executive of Atlantic
Northeast from 1994-2000, and has experience as a therapist and consultant in
the area of communication and interpersonal relationships.

Brethren Business Network

Personnel changes
• Doug Donohoo, of the West Milton
(Ohio) Church of the Brethren, began May
7 as the General Board's financial resource counselor for the Northeast. An ordained minister, he also has more than 25
years of experience in customer service
and purchasing. In addition to leadership
positions in his home congregation, he
has served as vice chair and president of
the Milton-Union Council of Churches. He
will be based at his home in Ohio.
• Elizabethtown (Pa.) College has
named Jerry Garland, a member and
former moderator of the Elizabethtown
Church of the Brethren, as director of
church relations. He began July 1 and
succeeds J. Mark Bushong, who is retiring after serving at the college since 1984.
• Tracy Wenger Sadd, an ordained
minister living in Manheim, Pa., begins
next month as chaplain and director of
religious life at Elizabethtown (Pa.) Col-

Join other Brethren in business for support, networking, learning, and service.
www.brethrenbusinessnetwork.net
info@brethrenbusinessnetwork.net
(219) 982-5232
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AMONG

scary '

AMERICA' S YOUTH

by Walt Wiltschek

chool shootings. Bombs and bomb
threats. Homicides. Gangs. Rape. Media violence. The "innocent" world of youth often

doesn ' t seem so innocent any more.
Places like Columbine and Jonesboro are
well-known in America now. Newspaper and
magazine headlines scream out the latest cata strophes. Congressional panels and church
Sunday school classes debate the growing
amount of graphic content on movie screens
and TV shows.
Is the problem of violence really mounting,
or is America exaggerating its impact? Are
youth really the perpetrators and victims of
violence as often as it seems? Amid all the bad
news, is there any hope?
More than 100 Church of the Brethren
youth and advisors spent time exploring these
questions and others at the denomination's
Christian Citizenship Seminar this past spring,
even as other groups around the country are

grappling with the same topics.
The sobering statistics they heard, and stories from the youth themselves, suggest that
the effects of violence are indeed being keenly
felt in the lives of many youth.
"I think that people don' t care any more, "
says Jess Johnson, a high school student in
Palmyra, Pa. , and member of the Spring Creek
Church of the Brethren in nearby Hershey.
"They don ' t care what their children do , and in
turn their children shoot people . They don't
care what they say to other people, and those
people are hurting."
Another Palmyra student, Jut McDaniels,
says the high school was closed for two days last
year after a fire was set in the boys' bathroom.
Several bomb threats were also received at the
school, along with a death threat. Bomb -making
materials were found in a student's house.
"That shocked all of us, " says McDaniels,
who lives in Annville and attends the Palmyra
congregation. "A lot of kids didn't know how to
handle it or how to deal with it. People would just

Marching for peace.
Members of the
Christian Citizenship
Seminar group
participating in a peace
walk on the anniversary
of Martin Luther King
Jr. 's death

go home as soon as they heard the words 'bomb
threat.' Palmyra wasn't really used to that. "
Meanwhile, on the West Coast, San Diego
First Church of the Brethren member Cherilyn
Williams found herself close to the news ear lier this year. Two high schools in the San
Percentage of students who took
a weapon to school at least once

in the past year:
/15%

High school boys

Middle school boys

(Survey didn't inc lud e a figure for gir ls; presumably it's lower.)

From survey by In stitute of Ethics in California, conducted
among more than 15 ,000 teenagers nationwide.

Diego area had shooting incidents, each just
about 10 minutes from the school she attends.
The boyfriend of one of her friends was killed
in the shooting at Santana High School.
Those events came amid a litany of similar
episodes at schools across the country.
"For a lot of people right now, it's just considered 'normal,' and not the outrage it should
be," Williams says of the shootings. "It's kind
of scary because you never know when it could
happen at your school."
She says that her school, too , has received
threats.
"It's kind of disturbing," she says. "Kids are
making bets on what school will be next. ... It's
really sad that it's becoming a pattern-a bunch
of copycats who want their 15 minutes of fame."
Many adults seem to share that outlook.
When USA Today surveyed more than 1,000
adults this spring, asking how likely they felt a
school shooting was in their own community,
nearly 50 percent answered "very likely" or
"somewhat likely."

Taking action

',/

• The federal government in January
set up a new
website for the
National Youth
Violence Prevention Resource
Center at
www.safeyouth.org,
joining a toll-free
phone number at
866-SAFEYOUTH
as sources for
information on
youth violence.

'

• On Capitol Hill, the
Church of the
Brethren Washington Office is
tracking several
anti -violence bills
making their way
through Congress.
• Closer to home,
numerous
community groups
are publishing
resources or
holding forums. A
play titled Bang,
Bang, You're Dead
has been used as
an educational tool
for discussion
about school
shootings (go to
www.bangbang
youredead.com).
• Christian Peacemaker Teams has
conducted assessments of violent
toys and games in
many cities' stores.
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Taking action
• The Brethren Witness
office and Washington
Office followed up on
Christian Citizenship
Seminar by publishing a sheet of possible
steps to take against
violence. A video
titled "Lessons from
Littleton" -featuring
Grossman-is also
available. Call
800-323-8039 or
e-mail witness_gb
@brethren.org.
• On Earth Peace and
· its Ministry of Reconciliation program
offer regular peacemaking training
retreats for youth and
events for adults. Call
410-635-8704orvisit.
www.brethren.org/oep
• The Church of the
Brethren at last year's
Annual Conference
committed to joining
the worldwide Decade
to Overcome Violence. Future activities
are being planned
around this emphasis
through Brethren Witness, On Earth Peace,
and elsewhere.
• Several Church of the
Brethren congregations and districts
have held workshops
on the issue in the past
year. Some other congregations have given
a peacemaker award
to a graduating senior
at a local high school.

Lt . Col. (Ret.) David Grossman addressed this year's Christian Citizenship Seminar group,
focusing on the effects of media violence. Grossman was a strong voice in the wake of the
Columbine shootings and has traveled widely to speak to groups, including several Brethren
audiences, on violence-related issues.

Retired Army Lt, Col, David Grossman of
Jonesboro, Ark,, hammered home the media
violence theme as he addressed Christian Citi zenship Seminar participants. He said that
media violence is the "straw that broke the
camel's back," causing an upward spiral of violence not just in the US, but around the world.
"It's not the only ingredient," he said, "It's
the new ingredient in the equation," which he
calls a "toxic stew." He cited studies showing a
How likely is a school shooting
strong correlation between the introduction of
where you live?
television in a society and the explosion of violence a generation later. Twenty times more
No opinion 2%
Very likely 13%
I
people were killed in the 20th century than in
all previous centuries combined.
Very
/Somewhat
Another study, conducted by Stanford Uni unlikely
likely 34%
versity and reported by the Associated Press,
31%
found that a school-based program discouraging the use of TV and video games makes
elementary school children less aggressive,
Somewhat
Grossman particularly lambasted many
unlikely/
current video games, which he says have ever
20%
more realistic effects of shooting and killing ,
similar to training programs used by the military . "You're no longer just a passive
Percentage of students who believed it receiver," he said . "You make the dt:cision.
was okay to hit or threaten a person
You hit the button,"
who made them angry:
Children are influenced by both TV and
video games, both visual images that can be
Middle school girls: 19%
processed at an early age. Because of this,
Grossman said, young children are at risk long
Middle school boys: 37%
before they can weigh ethical issues. "The most
important thing we can do to create a nonvioHigh school girls: 19%
lent world is to protect children for the first six
High school boys: 43%
to seven years," he said.
Otherwise, children can learn deadly
lessons at an early age-lessons that can later
( 1,105 adults surveyed)
From Ga llu p Poll conducted March 9- 11
have deadly effects,

The youth felt overall that their schools had
done a good job handling the situations. They
point the blame instead to the abundance of
violence in the media, the students who tease
and pick on others, and the parents who fail to
teach good values to their children and set ·
boundaries.

"The most important thing
we can do to create a
nonviolent world is to
protect children for the first
six to seven years."

Brethren Witness director David Radcliff of
the Church of the Brethren General Board
characterized the growing violence as a result
of "modern technology combined with those
ancient urges," acts of violence carried out ever
since the early chapters of Genesis.
A survey conducted by the Institute of Ethics,
based in California, showed that 21 percent of
high school boys and 15 percent of middle school
boys had taken a weapon to school at least once in
the past year, according to Reuters news service.
Sixty percent of high school boys said they could
obtain a gun if they wanted one.
In the same study, 75 percent of high school
boys and 60 percent of high school girls said
they had hit someone in the past year, acting
out of anger. About 40 percent of boys and 20
percent of girls felt it was okay to threaten or
hit someone who angered them.
Tim Van Meter, director of Bethany Theological Seminary's Institute for Ministry with
Youth and Young Adults, warned seminar par ticipants not to believe that teenagers are
almost always to blame, however, no matter
what the media may choose to emphasize.
School shootings , for instance, tend to grab
more headlines than many events that happen
on city streets or even inside suburban homes.
Youth violence is a problem, but it's just a
symptom of a larger problem in American society. Overall violence in the US decreased in the
1990s, but many numbers remain high .
"The newspapers don' t pick up the fact s
that there' s violence being done by adults that
far exceeds what's done by young people,"
Van Meter said . "A few people- 'experts' tend to get most of the press .... The
mythology around young people is that you're

Ben Petry of Indiana and Jessica Lehman, a Church
of th e Brethren member working· with "Performance
of a Lifetime " in New York, act out a violence
ro le-play during the Christian Citizenship Sem inar.

violent, predatory, not to be trusted . The truth
is that that's a lie. "
Many youth buck those stereotypes, and
some, at least, see hope for th e future . Th ey
cite the opportunities and resources they
have been given and the realization that ther e
are people in the world who do care about
what ' s happening.
"It's not so much hopelessness as disappointment," McDaniels says of the events in his
community.
They feel the church can be an important
voice in turning things around, beginning with
Jesus ' command to love and respect one another.
"Ignorance is the root of all violence,"
Johnson adds. "If people would take the time
to educate themselves as to what causes this
violence, they would see how important it
is to show love and to show compassion ff1
for all people ."
l6ii
Wa lt W il tsc hek is manag er of new s services for th e Church of the
Brethre n Ge ne ra l Board and tcave led w ith t his year's Christ ian Cit izenshi p Sem ina r. He emp hasi zed yo ut h m in ist ry in sem ina ry and
has remained actively invo lved in t his work.

Percentage of
students who
had hit someone
out of anger in
the last year:

Boys 75%

Girls 60%
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INVENTED IT. BuT TODAY'S VERSION
IS A FAR CRY FROM THE BIBLE'S VISION
story and photos by David Radcliff
When I was trying to decide which box of pudding to
buy, I turned to the woman next to me in the store.

"Ma'am, could you help me? I'm wanting to make
banana pudding, and both these are on sale, but I don't
know which one would be better to use- the instant or
the cook and serve. What do you think?"
She took one of them in her hand. "We're all in the
same boat, you know," she said without taking her eyes
off the little blue box. "Nothing we learned in the past
prepared us for what we face today. "
We had just gone from nutrition class to the philosophy
department. But my pudding consultant speaks for many
of us. We live in an age where things aren't as they used to
be, and we are often left baffled at how to respond.
Nowhere is this more evident than in relation to the
phenomenon commonly referred to as "globalization."
This is the increased and nearly pervasive flow of everything from people and products to pollution and pop
culture from one corner of the globe to another.
Among other things, globalization is fueled by increased
travel (there are 25 times more tourist arrivals today than in
1950) , advances in communication technologies ( 1.2 billion
television sets worldwide and counting) , commerce (one
quarter of all goods and services produced in the world
today are for the export market- twice as much as 25 years
ago) , and the need for people to migrate (100 million of the
world's people do not live in their country of origin) .

There have been benefits from this increased intercultural and intercontinental exchange. More people in more
places have been able to hear the gospel of Christ Jesus as
travel has become less of a barrier . New foods and medi cines and art forms from distant lands have enriched the
lives of people far away. The global Internet network is a
new and powerful tool for gathering support for one's
cause-be it human rights or an environmental threat or
overcoming religious persecution . Nations around the
world have the opportunity to participate in the global
economy and benefit from international trade.
Indeed, many of us in our part of the world have a
hard time seeing a downside to globalization. Apart from
voices raised by unions or farmers or environmentalists
or Christians concerned for economnic justice, many of
us see and feel the positive effects of increased global
connections. Others just didn't think about globalization
that much until they heard church leaders from another
country tell us that youth group attendance dropped precipitously as soon as MTV made its debut on local cable
stations. Or maybe it got our attention when we glanced
at the tag of our shirt and noticed where it was made.

____

..:.-..._
GIIE TTOIZATION

There are, however, aspects of globalization that
deserve more of our attention and concern. One of the

first has to do with economics . The economies of more
technologically advanced nations including our own have
Messenger J uly 2001
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been advancing rapidly in recent years. While globalization advocates claim that the benefits of this kind of
economic boom will be felt all around the world, this has
often not happened. Indeed, according to the United
Nations , the Gross National Product of 89 of the world's
poorest nations has actually declined in the past 20 years.
And even in our own nation, there is a widening gap
between those at the top of the economic ladder and

according to the UN Human Development Report. That
leaves 14 percent of the world ' s bounty for the other 80
percent of the people.
According to the United Nations, this gap grows every
year. So the world's new economic integration has actu ally been something of a "ghettoization" that further
separates the rich and poor.
Another troubling aspect of economic globalization is
the loss of control over their internal
affairs that many nations experience
While globalization advocates claim that the on entering the world markets. For
benefits will be felt all around the world, this has one thing, whole nations are often
consigned to produce one or two
often not happened. Indeed, according to the products or raw materials, putting
them at the mercy of fluctuations of
United Nations, the GNP of 89 of the poorest prices on the world market. And then
there is the role of international instinations has actually declined in the past 20 years. tutions like the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund . An
Institute for Policy Studies report notes that in order for
those at the middle or bottom.
countries to receive loans for development projects,
At the beginning of this century, the distance between
debtor nations must cut spending on health care, educathe per capita incomes of the world 's richest country and
tion, and environmental protection; produce more goods
the world 's poorest was about 10 to 1. In 1960, it was 30
for export (which often leads to further plunder of the
to 1. Today, the distance between the average income of a
environment); reduce workers' wages, which often leads
United States resident and a citizen of one of the world's
to hunger and social instability; and increase domestic
poorest countries is 100 to 1. Indeed, 86 percent of the
goods and services available in the world today are coninterest rates as a way of encouraging outside investment- which of course has a negative effect on
sumed by the wealthiest 20 percent of the people,
A visitor's film box
becomes a new
plaything for a young
girl in an
isolated Central
American community.
Increased interaction
between people
heretofore separated by
geographic and cultural
barriers inevitably
brings change .

II
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individual borrowers.
But the poor nations will catch up, won't they? After
all, the people who make our shirts and jeans and toys at
least have a job.
They probably won ' t be catching up anytime soon. For
instance, workers in clothing plants in many poorer
countries earn 15-60 cents an hour. According to a
report in the New York Times a prominent athletic shoe
manufacturer recently raised the monthly wage for workers in an Indonesian factory from $18 to $23. This .is
barely enough to survive, much less do things that might
help themselves or their children get the education or
even the nutrition they will need to improve their lot.
Meanwhile, stockholders praise the corporations and
their executive officers for keeping overhead low and
profits high. The praise is lavish indeed: Corporate executives on average earn over 400 times what the lowest
paid workers in their US company earn. And the corporations themselves are doing well. Of the 100 highest
grossing economic entities in today's world , 49 are

nations and 51 are corporations.
Should the workers in poor countries themselves
demand a fairer share of the fruits of their labors , they
will usually be disciplined or fired. Or, if they are successful and the factory or government raises the
minimum wage, the corporation will likely relocate its
factory to another, more "friendly" country. People laid
off by factory closings in our own country know something about how this works.

1\1cD O N ALD IZATI O~
N_ _
So in the economic realm, globalization does not
always spread its blessings far and wide. But unfortu-

nately, other effects of globalization are dispersed to the
farthest corners. Take the influence of Western, and especially American, products and cultural expressions.
With the demise of the Cold War and the opening of
most of the world ' s economies to outside products, commercial interests eagerly enter every new market.

WHY SHOULD CHRISTIANS CARE?
A new study resource on globalization
"Why should Christians
care about economic
globalization?"
That's the first of the study
questions for a new resource
on globalization, the first in a
series of study booklets written by Brethren thinkers on
thorny issues of the day. But
it's not the hardest question.
Try this: "What control
should the consumer have
over how rich a producer
becomes?"
Or this: "Which is
cheaper-helping people out
of poverty so they can earn a
reasonable living, or providing international aid from tax
dollars to support poor
people? How can the church
efficiently use its resources in
either situation?"
For Brethren who would
like further study of the issue
of globalization and the matters of faith and economics it
raises, Brethren Press has
published an essay, "Globalization of the world's
economies: A rising tide or a
crushing wave?" The author

is Brian Peterson, an economist and a Christian, who has
grappled for years with the
idea of globalization and its
human ramification from his
vantage points as a member
of the Manchester College
faculty and member of the
Manchester Church of the
Brethren .
Peterson adopts a balanced approach toward his
subject, but he reveals his
conscience early on: "The
economist in me has been
taught to believe that the
most efficient solution is
typically the best solution .
But as a Christian, I have
been taught to consider the
impact of my actions on
other people, especially on
those less fortunate than I."
Then he carefully outlines
the benefits of free trade
and economic interdependence while he traces the
history of trade agreements.
Just when the reader begins
to think all boats may be
rising after all, he takes up
the criticisms of globaliza-

tion, including labor
inequities and environmen tal exploitation.
"If free trade is a 'rising
tide,' why is there also a
rising tide of resistance to
free trade?" Peterson writes.
"Quite simply, a vast
number of people believe
that globalization does not
provide a 'rising tide,' but is
merely a way for rich
nations, rich companies, and
rich individuals to continue
to prosper at the expense of
the poor."
Peterson concludes by
asking whether the critics of
globalization are correct in
claiming that society must
take a d ifferent course in
the future. His answer
includes three resounding
affirmations :
• "A fair and just economy is
not possible without recog_nition by nations of
environmental responsibility. Nations must agree that
protecting the environment
is not a luxury, but rather a

necessity that must be considered immediately."
• "A fair and just economy
is not possible without a
reasonable standard of
living for all."
• "A fair and just economy is
not possible without debt
relief. The debt burden of
at least the Highly Indebted
Poor Countries, if not
others, must be relieved."
The paper on globalization
is one of three that Brethren
Press plans to release this
year in a series called, "Why
Christians Should Care
About .. .. "The others are
on evangelism, by Galen
Hackman, and universalism,
by Frank Ramirez . Each will
be 24-32 pages, with study
questions, appropriate for
study by small groups or
individuals. The titles will be
available this fall from
Brethren Press, and three
more in the series are
planned for next year.
-Fletcher Farrar
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Coca -Cola is already the dominant soft drink in China,
selling over 3 billion servings a year. More McDonald's
are opened abroad every year than are opening in the US.
It's hard to go to a major city anywhere in the world and
not see familiar US fast food franchises on busy street
corners-which may be a relief if you've had all the rice
and beans you can handle for a while, but a disappointment if you were hoping to "get away from home." A
darker side of this phenomenon of more uniform diets is
that local food systems that once provided sustainable,
healthy, and affordable food to the majority of the nations'
people are being devastated. Indeed, doctors in many
countries are noting an increase in "western" health
threats like obesity and heart disease.
All around the world, young people in particular are
turning away from the traditions of their society to embrace
modernism-or Americanism. Sandals and sarongs are
traded in for jeans and sneakers; rice and fish stew for burg ers and fries; traditional music for the Backstreet Boys.
People should be free to choose what they eat, wear, or
listen to. But they, like us, find it hard to resist massively
funded advertising campaigns by largely Western interests.
Globally, $500 billion a year is spent on advertising-or

MADE IN HONDURAS
I recently visited Global
Food Crisis Fund projects in
Guatemala and Honduras.

Fidelia Nunez Silva
(above, top) wanted
nothing more than for her
son Elvin (above) to get an
education . Unable to muster
even the modest cost of high
school, he becomes another
potential recruit for the
maquiladoras.

m
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As usual, there were many
heartwarming stories of the
benefits of our partnership
with groups and people in
these countries. But- as
usual-there were also
troub ling stories of people
trapped by poverty and lack
of opportunity.
Perhaps my most
poignant experience was in
Los Amates, a community
high in the mountains of
southern Honduras that also
was host to a Faith Expedition (our first women's
delegation) last fall. I was
invited to spend the night in
the home of Digna Laimez,
the leader of the women's
circle whom I had met previously. She is an extremely
capable woman, and has

many ideas about how the
women in her community
can improve their situations.
The GFCF has helped this
and dozens of other communities in this region of ·
Honduras purchase small
livestock, thereby providing
badly needed food, income,
and a sense of self-esteem.
This year, we will be helping
with other economic development projects, such as
training in clothes-making
and hammock production.
For the first time, I met
Digna's eldest daughter, who
is in high school in a large
city. Digna has three other
children. I thought to myself,
"Digna's family is doing
pretty we ll-her children will
all get to go to school, I bet."
As we talked through the
evening, however, I found
out that this wasn't the case.

Digna told me that the older
daughter is the only one who
will be able to go to school.
Her 12-year-o ld daughter is
very nice and very bright, but
education beyond the sixth
grade will be out of the question for her, as the family
cannot afford the $35 or so a
month it would take to send
her to a larger village where
there is a secondary school.
Her 17-year-old son is
already working in a
"maquiladora," a fo-reignowned clothing plant. There
he is paid about $25 a week
for working six days, 12
hours a day. But $15 is automatically deducted from his
salary for room and board,
leaving him with $10 for 72
hours of work-or about 14
cents an hour.
"Sewing clothes- this is
the work Hondurans are

nearly $100 for each person on earth. And look out Africa!
One soft drink executive recently called this massive but ·
impoverished continent the next land of opportunity.
A benefit of globalization could be a blossoming of
cultural sharing and mutual enrichment between the
world's diverse peoples . Occasionally we are introduced
to a music or clothing fad from another part oLthe world.
Usually, however, this is more for commercial gain than
for cultural enhancement, and is often quickly replaced
by the next new marketable artifact.

D EG RADATION
Then there's the environment. One result of increased

access to every last corner of the earth is that no nook or
crann y is safe from "development." Every year some 10
billion tons of the earth's bounty enters the global economy, we lose 35 million acres of forests, and thousands of
species become extinct as their habitats are razed for
lumber, pasture, or plantations. Thousands more are
transplanted from one ecosystem to another, thanks to
globalized travel and trad e, often with disastrous effects .
Gypsy moths, Dutch elm disease, and kudzu are but a

given," said Noemf de
Espinoza, executive director
of the Christian Commission
for Development, our partner in these projects. "We
do not have the skills for
other kinds of work." This
then becomes a self-perpetuating cycle, as work such
as this do1::s not help people
gain more advanced skills or
earn enough to pay for further education . It also does
not provide enough income
for them to enter into the
global economy as consumers, purchasing
higher-tech items still being
manufactured in countries
such as the US.
On my way to Honduras,
my luggage was lost by the
airline. When I returned
home, I needed to buy a few
things to replace what I had
lost. The first thing I went

shopping for was a pack of
undershirts. I found a wellknown brand at a very good
price-actually, very cheap.
As I headed for the register, I
turned over the package:
"Made in Honduras." I had
to wonder by whom .

What can we do?
• Support small-scale economic development and
educational initiatives
through the Global Food
Crisis Fund . These give
people an alternative to
the choices offered them
by the global economic
system (Global Food
Crisis Fund, Church of the
Brethren General Board,
1451 Dundee Avenue,
Elgin, IL 60120; 800-3238039, ext. 228/9).

All around the world, sandals
and sarongs are traded in for
jeans and sneakers; rice and fish
stew for burgers and fries;
traditional mus ic for the
Backstreet Boys.
few of the high -profile invaders.
And increased economic activity-much of it based on
fossil fuel consumption- has helped further another
global phenomenon, the warming of the planet.

RED E~1PTION
,.c:.-,c....---"What hath God wrought?" This first message tapped
out by telegraph inventor Samuel Morse in 1844 reveals
recognition and perhaps caution at the new world his
invention had opened. Are we likewise aware and even a

• Seek out and patronize
locally owned farms and
businesses in your own
community.

• Take your conscience
with you on shopping
trips, paying attention to
where products are made
and researching companies' labor practices. A
buying guide is available
from the Brethren Witness office (800-323-8039,
ext. 228/9).

• Urge the US government to give more to
international development efforts (the US
currently ranks last among
donor nations); support
the Jubilee 2000 debt
relief initiative for Heavily
Indebted Poor Countries;
call for the democratiza-

tion of international lending institutions such as
the World Bank and IMF.
Contact the Church of the
Brethren Washington
Office for more information (202-546-3202).

• The General Board has
called together a study
committee to assist the
denomination in thinking
about globalization from
a Christian perspective.
Look for resources it" will
provide.

• Organize a group to
study the essay on globalization by Manchester
College economist Brian
Peterson, part of a new
series of study resources
to be published by
Brethren Press. See article
on page 19.-David Radcliff
Messenger July 2001
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bit concerned at the ever-more interconnected world our
own innovations and inventions have created, and the
possibilities therein for good or ill?
What does God think of what we have wrought? After all,
God invented globalization. God created this earth, with its
intricately connected ecosystem. God sent Abram and Sarai
off to a foreign land, watched over the morass of ancient-yet-

a

This "good" is never just for those close at hand , but for
the "just and the unjust," for those inside and outside the
circle of privilege.
The Bible likewise invites us to have dominion over the
entirety of God's creation, caring for it in God's stead .
Thus, we must find ways to sustain the earth even as more
of the planet is subject to our intrusion and extraction.
The Bible also has a bias against institutions
that use their power to dehumanize or oppress.
We seek increasing material abundance as Whether it's the Egyptians enslaving the
Israelites, or the Israelites longing for a central
sign of being a successful people. We don't government,
or the Pharisees misusing religious
authority,
or Paul warning us about the
even have a good word for being satisfied
principalities and powers, the Scriptures alert
with where we are and what we have. us that concentrated power often runs
roughshod over people and communities. We'd
do well to keep this in mind today.
familiar Middle Eastern international rivalries, sent a Son out
Of particular concern to our Maker and to our Lord
of love for "the world," and inspired the proclamation of the
Jesus is our relation to material things. On the one hand,
Christian message to the ends of the earth.
the importance of food and shelter and health is everywhere
affirmed. On the other hand, those who lustfully seek
The Scriptures go on to tell us of God's and Jesus '
opinions concerning the values that should guide human
"mammon" without regard for human community, God's
life, whether in global or local settings. We read of a
earth, or God's ways receive a stern warning from Jesus.
strong bent toward community-of people affirming
This should be of particular interest to us in our time,
individuality while together seeking the common good.
as nearly everything-the health of creation, the needs of

Up to 12% A YEAR Income
for life with a gift to the General Board
The business section of the newspaper, the television, and the Internet are filled with
"income producing opportunities." Stocks and bonds and mutual funds . Retirement
accounts and gold. Some good. Others, not so good. But you don't see much about the
most important opport1mity of allAn opportunity to make a difference in others lives and care for the causes we say we
care about: The Church, peace and justice, sharing the Gospel, Christian Education,
,md more.

A contribution to a General Board Gift Annuity \\~II make a d ifference, support these
causes and pays a guar,mteed income-at a fixed percentage that depends on your age.
Your gift may be for any amount you choose above the $2000 minimum.
For details about how much income you can expect from your gift and tax benefits you
may receive, please send us the coupon below or call your General Bo,u·d Financial
Resource Counselor 1-800-323-8039.
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Church of the Brethren General Board Funding
1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120
0 Please send me more information on the Charitable Gift Annuity.

Based on a true story, this short work of hi sto ri ca l
fiction shows what life was like during the Civil War
for a fam ily who loved peace. Na th an's Secret is a
delightful story for young readers that reinforces the
values of fr iendsh ip , faith , and pea cemaking. $7.95
plus shipping and handling
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our neighbors, relationships between nations-is being
sacrificed for short-term economic prosperity. We seek
increasing material abundance-even material profli gacy-as a sign of being a successful people. We don't
even have a good word for being satisfied with where we
are and what we have. Imagine a politician running on a
platform of economic "stagnation."
We would do well to think more about long -term
prospects, even from the point of view of enlightened self-.
interest. How long can millions of people be left stranded in
poverty and despair while a small percentage of us race off
toward a future of opportunity? And how long until God's
earth begins to even more forcefully tell us that it's "payback time" as its life -giving systems go on life-support.
It is hard to escape or know how to counteract the more
destructive effects of globalization, even though many
voices call for a return to more localized economies and
food production systems, and more care for God's creation
and justice for our global neighbors. We will continue to
trade and travel and transmit diseases across ever more
porous international and intercultural boundaries . God
must have anticipated this when giving us minds to think
expansively and an urge to explore extensively.
But God also anticipated that, like every human asset,
there are liabilities looming in the wings. We so easily

subjugate everything to our less noble urges, and then too
often choose to close our eyes to the troubles we have
wrought-for our neighbors and for God' s earth .
It's not really true that nothing we've learned in the
past has prepared us for what we face today. God's word,
and especially the stories of Jesus, remind us of our
global responsibilities as children of the globe's Creator.
We might begin by remembering a question posed by
someone who like many people today also sought to have
his responsibility narrowly defined . The lawyer who
approached Jesus in Luke 10 was waiting for Jesus to
limit the boundaries of neighborly responsibility in a
comfortable and self-justifying way when he asked, "Who
then is my neighbor?" Instead, he found his narrow conception of neighbor shattered and a whole new world of
responsibility and opportunity opened up for him
In response, Jesus pointed him to a person on the
other side of every political, racial, religious, and economic line that could be drawn. If a Samaritan can be our
neighbor, then anyone anywhere is our neighbor. And we
had best think of how we live in light of this truth
ffl
in the globalized world of the 21st century.
li'6ii
Davi d Radcliff is d i re ct o r of Br ethre n Witness for the Church o f the
Breth ren Genera l Board .

SUPPLEMENT
Sin ce Hymnal: A Worship Book was published in 1992, many new hymns and so ngs have been writte n. This new hymna l supplement series offers
congregations a cost effective method to add this new music and older favorites not in the hym nal to yo ur worshi p.
Th ere are curren tly nin e supp lements in develop1L 1t, with three to be released in 2001. H ere is a sa m p lin g of hymn s that are likely to appear in
th ese firs t three supplem ents:

Lent /Easter / Pentecost

Praising/ Adoring

Man of sorrows, what a name
H e is Lord
I come to the ga rden
Now t he gree n blade rises
Sp irit, spirit o f gentleness

Shine, Jesus, Shine
Si t u pu edes, cantalo
Bring many names
Great day
Jubilate, everybody

Advent/Christmas /Epiphany
Light one candle to watch for Messiah
\Vhile we are waiti ng, come
In th e bleak midwinter
We three kings of Orient are
H e is bo rn

,~

. ,( fl
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Brethren Press·

For m ore infonna t ion, or to order the suppl em ents, call Brethren Press.

1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, Illinois 60120-1694
phone 800-441-3 712

fax 800-66 7-8 l 88

e-mail brethrenpress_gb @ brethren.org
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''This little inner
voice said, 'Improvise
something.' Was it
an epiphany, was it a
prompting, was it a
dumb idea, was it a
deranged mind?
I had no idea.''

KEN MEDEMA
SEES IN WAYS OTHERS DON'T
by Ted Parks
Garden Grove, Calif.- He couldn ' t
make out the crowd sitting beneath
the soaring steel arches and glass, or,
for that matter, distingu ish the face of
the speaker pacing the glistening rose colored marble of the Crystal
Cathedral stage.
But Ken Medema "saw" in ways the
audience could not.
The sermon over, blind-from-birth
Medema broke into song, sponta -
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neously translating the words of the
Rev. Bill Hybels, pastor of the South
Barrington, Ill ., Willow Creek
megachurch , into music and reinforcing with keyboard and voice the core
motifs of the night's message.
Medema's job was to provide
improvised musical codas to the
addresses at the Robert H. Schuller
Institute for Successful Church Leadership at the Crystal Cathedral earlier
this year. It was one of approximately
220 gigs on Medema's 2001 schedule

as a Christian performer.
Medema, who has released some 25
albums, began his concert career in
1973. Recording at first on such
well -known Christian labels as Word
Music, he later felt the music establishment was trying to dim the social
vision he wanted his songs to convey.
"We wanted to sing about things
that were uncomfortable to the
church," he said. "I got told that if I
sang in the churches about justice,
about hunger, about poverty, about

www.brethren.org
A GATHERING PLACE
Search the database for information.
Get together with friends.
Learn more about your church.
Shop for books at ABC and Brethren Press.
Check the growth in your pension plan.
Find a church in your area.
Register for workcamps and events.
Read the latest news.
Find resources for your Sunday school class.

Brethren.org - a unique gathering place
for resources, information and friends.

"l XRt{ THE :VlNE,
YOU A:RE THE BRANCHES_,,
John 15:5

Christ is the vine.
We are the branches,
a new creation born

of communion with the vine.

A new church,
planted by vision,
nurtured in faith,
known by its fruit.

Christ is the vine.
We are the branches,
Fruit of the vine.

A ministry of The Church of the Brethren General Board
1451 Dundee Ave. El gin I L, 60 1 20

800-323-8039 x230

·

the biblical demand on the church to
care for the homeless, to open its
doors to people who have previously
been unacceptable, that I would not
have a recording career."
The message was, bluntly, "justice
doesn't sell."
Looking for fewer creative restraints,
he launched his own company, Brier
Patch Music, in 1985. Medema's website (www.kenmedema.com) links the
name of his recording company to Brer
Rabbit in Joel Chandler Harris' Uncle
Remus stories. "Brer Rabbit lived in a ~
Ken Medema during his
place not comfortable for anyone else, " £'
performance at National
the website says, "and we have decided Cl~
Youth Conference in 1998.
to follow hin1 there."
~
Dave VanderMolen works for Brier
Patch in Grandville, Mich., as booking
agent, designer, and office-manager,
with Medema living in San Francisco
when not on the road. VanderMolen
said Medema's music, though undeni Ken Medema is no stranger to Brethren audiences, having performed at the past
ably Christian, defies pigeonholing.
three National Youth Conferences {and is scheduled to be at NYC 2002) and Annual
"He doesn't fit into the traditional
Conference in 1992. This summer he will renew the acquaintance with his appearmold," VanderMolen said. "It doesn't
ance at the Aug. 7-11 Caring Ministries Assembly, sponsored by the Association of
always have to have the Jesus words in it
Brethren Caregivers.
to make it a Christian piece of music."
He will provide a "musical keynote address/concert" on Friday, Aug. 10,
Medema explains his ability to
from 8 to 9:30 at La Verne Church of the Brethren. Cost is $10 per person for those
instantly turn speakers' words into inspinot registered for the conference.
rational lyrics as "a combination of
He is also leading a Friday workshop titled, "The Story Tellin' Man." Participants
natural gift and study, training." Though
will be invited to tell stories which will be set to music. T he music will highlight
he studied music at the university level,
aspects of the story which do not always come across in the telling, and it will con the talent to compose goes way back to
nect the various stories together.
his childhood in Grand Rapids, Mich.
For information on the Caring Ministries Assembly or for tickets to the Medema
"I've known ever since I was a little
concert contact Linda Timmons at 800-323-8039 ext. 300 or send e-mail to ltimkid that I could create songs ," he said.
mons_abc@brethren.org.
"I did it when I was a little boy." In

Medema to perform at
Caring Ministries Assembly
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A True Story of Tangled Strands
in Faith, Family, and Community
Tobias of the Amish grew out of Ervi~
R. Stutzman's loving desire to know his
father, an Amish entrepreneur. The quest
was daunting, since Tobias died in a car
accident when Ervin was three. Through
interviewing family members and people
in the communities where the family had
lived, Ervin paints this fictionalized but
true story of Tobias]. Stutzman.

"Tobias of the Amish is more than the
author's labor of love. It is a meticulously researched and carefully written n~rrative that, not only documents the h_fe
of his father, but also accurately details
Amish life."
-Richard Stevick, Messiah College
Herald
Press

Hardcover, 352 pages, $22.99; in
Canada $34.29

Orders: 1 800 759-4447
ww.mph.org

The New Windsor Conference Center is
located at the lovely, historic Brethren
Service Center in New Windsor, MD. Many
fond memories are formed here among
the beauty and peace of these 26 acres . .
As a Volunteer Hostess or Host, you will have the opportunity to share in this ministry
by helping to provide Christian hospitality and conference services to our guests in
a cozy and homey atmosphere. You will experience the rewards of service as you
.
interact with groups and individuals and witness the true meaning of our motto: "A Quiet
Place to Get Things Done."

On days off, an added benefit is our convenient access to Baltimore, MD, Lancaster, PA,
Washington, DC and other interesting places with opportunities for cultural, recreational
and religious activities. Numerous Brethren churches are available in the area.
We provide a furnished apartment and meals along with a small stipend. You'll need to_
bring maturity, detail orientation, an outgoing p~rsonality and genuine int~rest 1,n ~rov1d1ng
excellent customer service. Come join us for a week, a month or longer, if you d hke.
Applications are accepted on an ongoing basis. A few opportunities are still avail~ble for
this year. For more information, call or write Elaine Hyde, Conference Coordinator,
PO Box 188, New Windsor, MD 21776-0188; 1-800-766-1553 (toll-free).
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addition to assigning pieces to practice, his piano teacher would insist he
mimic what he was learning by making
up something similar. "I learned how
to improvise with a lot of different
styles," Medema remembered.
He recalled many hours spent "listen ing to wordsmithing," enriching his own
inner repertoire of words and melodies
by taking in poetry and music.
"When high school English teachers
told us about alliteration and onomatopoeia, I took those things seriously,"
Medema said. "I used to practice speaking in iambic pentam eter."
And in his dating days , Medema used
his knack for singing just the right
words in just the right way "to considerable advantage," he quipped. "Whenever
I had a crush on a girl, I would make her
up a song on the spot. "
Despite the awareness of his gift,
Medema said that for many years he
saw little connection between his ability to spontaneously generate music
aod his own life of faith. That changed
in 19 71 , when he blended performance
skill with improv after an unexpected
burst of inspiration during an evening
church service in New Jersey .
Sitting at the keyboard of the New
Jersey church, Medema said, it was his
task to underscore the evening message with an appropriately selected
song. "It wasn't a very good sermon ,
either, " Medema said, the topic that
evening being a comparison between
Jesus and Judas Iscariot.
"This little inner voice said, ' Improvise something,"' Medema said. "Was
it an epiphany, was it . .. a prompting,
was it a dumb idea, was it a deranged
mind? I had no idea. "
But he started singing: "Stop right
here, th ere's a fork in the road, I don' t
think you want to get lost. One way
leads to a Potter's Field, and the other
way leads to a cross. " Pleased with the
fir st lin e, the res t flood ed into his mind.
"I mean, it fl ew out of my brains. "
Both Medema and the audience were
stunned, he said. "This was not a
church that was inclined toward .. .
charismatic rapture and prophecy. This
was a rational, Baptist kind of church "
in a prosperous suburb. Mouths agape,
the crowd just sat there until dismissed.
Echoing Medema's social concern is

~ ~u.p of~lJ(di·tOater
his work with the Rev. Jim Wallis, Chris tian activist, editor of the Washington,
D .C.-based Sojourners magazine, and
founder of the Christian social justice
movement Call to Renewal.
Medema accompanied Wallis in a
series of cross-country appearances
throughout the 1990s called "Let Justice
Roll," which Wallis described as a "concert, a revival, and a rally, all together."
The joint appearances were sponsored
by faith-based ministries ranging from
advocacy groups to soup kitchens.
Wallis said he and Medema would
engage in a back-and-forth banter of
preaching and song, Medema's improvisations keying off Wallis' stories and
word pictures . "People would be dancing, they'd be singing, they' d be
clapping, they' d be crying, they'd be
laughing," Wallis said. "It's a whole
range of emotions through the evening."
Medema performed at Sojourners
magazine's 20th anniversary at Calvin
College in Grand Rapids in 1991 and
is scheduled to sing at the 30th
anniversary celebration, Sojofest 2001 ,
at Wheaton College in Wheaton, Ill. , in
July . This spring he sang at Call to
Renewal 's Fifth Annual National
Summit in Washington, D.C.
The artist put a different spin on the
commonplace notion that losing one
sense enhances another. He con nected his lost physical sight to a
deepened insight.
"The blindness has made me want to
hear the voice of the not-included,"
Medema said.
Sojourners' Wallis recalled
Medema's uncanny ability to perceive
not only other people's words, but
their innermost thoughts. "How did he
know so much about me? " Wallis
rem embers wondering. "How does he
see right to my heart?"
Medema's musical vision shone clearly
across the ethnic, national, and gender
boundaries of the diverse audience that
heard him at the Crystal Cathedral.
"I think he's just such an inspired,
creative man, and so perceptive," said
the Rev. Bill Gray of Oban, Scotland.
Lydia Chen, another seminar .attendee,
added, "He is a legend." She compared
him to an "angel" bringing a
"musical message to the world. "
-Religion News Service
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New From Brethren Press by J. Kenneth Kreider
"Brethren Service touched countless lives. It initiated numerous
services which continue in a variety of forms and under many
names and sponsoring groups. It is time to have this story pu t
together in one place. Kenneth Kreider, an enthusiastic
participant in a variety of Brethren _Service programs, !ws ,,
contributed a 'a gift of love' by pullmg this story 111 wntmg.
- Hazel Peters, Admin istrative Assistan t,
Brethren Service Commission (1953-1968),
and member of BVS Unit #5 ( 1949)

THE STORY
OF
BRETHREN

SERVICE

J. KENNETH kREll>lR
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Now Available #8330
$35.00 plus shipping & handling
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Offering Programs for Your Congregation
On Earth

Peace

"The kids have been bringing up issues from
the peace retreat for several iveeks now."
Peace Retreat Participant

Peacemaker Formation
Junior High and Senior High peace
retreats provide a strong foundation in
the biblical basis of peacemaking, the
historical roots of Church of the
Brethren pacifism, and nonconformity.
"This is an excellent training ministry.
Keep up the great ivork of serving our Lord."
Deacon Workshop Participant

Ministry of Reconciliation /
Conflict Transformation
Matthew 18 Workshops are
faith~bcised, practical and enjoyable.
They can be tailored to suit any
congregation's needs and interests.
Deacon Workshops are offered to
enable deacons to learn effective
ways of dealing with differences.
Please contact us to learn more about
our workshops and peace baskets.

On Earth Peace • Brethren Service Center
PO Box 188 • New Windsor, MD 21776
410-635-8704
oepa_oepa@brethren.org
www.brethren. org/oepa

"The story books ivere excellent
conversation starters .. .I got lots of ideas
~-om the lesson plan books too."
Peace Basket Recipient

Peace Baskets
Three baskets are available
for loan for different age groups.
The baskets include books, games, and
teaching resources, An excellent way
to share the peace of God.
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LETTERS
'' We need God-inspired vision and foresight to avoid
repeating past mistakes in starting new churches and
giving dynamic continuity to old ones. ,,
Will awareness inspire new life?
In April "Newsline" reported the
decline in Church of the Brethren membership for 27 years straight. According
to the report, this past year's tota l loss
is the largest single-year numerical
drop since 1994, when the loss was
2,431. Very little comfort is in knowing
the downward trend is shared by most
mainline Christian denominations.
Hopefully, our awareness might inspire
prayer, vision, and new life to bring
release from the doldrums.
It seems to me that the church in
the US, including our own denomination, when aspiring to be "mainline"
and attractive to the public, becomes

less prophetic and more conforming
to secular ideals than to the mind and
spirit of Christ.
We are all part of a system which
prospers from consuming more
resources than we rene w . We live on
the "faith of our fathers" and mothers.
We are heavy consumers of everything-food, natural resources, human
and spiritual resources. It gives a warm
feeling to talk about "new church
development" while "old church erosion" exceeds the inflow.
Ironically, the district which showed
the largest decrease-more than 13
percent of the total membership-was
the Illinois/Wisconsin District. In that
district is located the General Board

and Church of the Brethren headquarters, and until Bethany moved to
Richmond, Ind ., the district was the
location of the seminary.
I was saddened recently to learn that
the church where I was licensed and
ordained for ministry, the Lena congregation in Northern llloinois, is closed.
How could all this happen in the land of
my childhood and youth, which
seemed to me at the time to be the
Holy Land of Dunkerism?
Colorado's Front Range east of the
Rockies is one of the most rapid
growth areas in the US, yet our
denomination has fewer churches and
members here than 30 years ago. We
get more excited about starting new
churches than doing what we know
about making disciples, and developing church-pastoral-community
relationships which are strong and
durable. We need God-inspired vision
and foresight to avoid repeating past
mistakes in starting new churches and

CLASSIFIEDADS
Work and live in the beautiful San
Bernardino Mountains at Angelus Oaks, California. If you can enjoy a rustic life style in a
mountain cabin, and are skilled in maintenance
and repa ir, can ab ly deal with contractors for
maintenance and repair, and can prepare accurate monthly reports without fail, please apply
for the position of Camp Manager. The position
is year round; will consider lesser term . Salary,
food and lodging we offer. Please call Ke ith
Brandt at 800-937-0793 .

Clean with just water. Micro-Fiber technology

II

makes saving the environment easy. These cloth s
are made of a Po lyam ide core with polyester
wedges. These amazi ng cloths attract dirt like a
magnet, then traps these particles in the voids of
the cloth . They clean with the cloth dampened
with plain water, no need for cleaning agents. To
clean windows and mirrors with the damp cloth,
followed by one of the dry cloths . Work well dry
as a dust cloth. The cloth will clean most anything
not harmed by a damp cloth . The cloth will clean
lather, windows, carpet, tile, etc., You'll save money
as no cleaning agents are required. You'll be
amazed at the usefulness of this cloth. Washing
the cloth does not reduce its abilities. 3 cloths (15
inch square) for $20.00 plus a small S/H charge for
$4.50, Personal checks, Master CardNisa accepted.
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Quantity discounts ava ilable . Order from John
Coleman, 14 Towpath Road, Belford, PA 18969.
215-721-6688, e-mail; johnmikeco@aol.com.

100th Anniversary of the Hanover (Pennsylvania) Church of the Brethren will be
celebrated throughout 2002. March 9, 2002 will
mark 100 years with a trip to the original building. Homecoming weekend in April. Youth
weekend in August. A photo finale in December.
A book authored by Elmer Gleim can be ordered
this summer at a pre-publication price. To order
a book or request an event schedule, contact the
church office at 717-632-2267 or Mary Myers at

717-677-4699.

Join Mennonite Your Way Tours and "travel
with a purpose." Become part of the larger
Anabaptist family as we travel together. A brochure
listing the complete 2001 tour schedule is available as well as detailed itineraries of specific
tours. A preview of 2002 tours includes: Alaska
Tour/Cruise, Northwest and N. California, Maritime Provinces of Canada , National Parks of
South west, British Isles/Europe, Panama Canal
Cruise. A we travel we meet others of the Anabaptist family along the way. Write/ call: MYW
TOURS, box 425, Land isvill e, PA 17538; 717-6531111 or 800-296-1991.

Stepping Stones for Stumbling Saints
by Robin Wentworth Mayer
giving dynamic continuity to old ones.
Poorly planned pastoral changes and
locating of church sites is too often
wasteful of energy and money.
Dean Farringer

De nver, Colo.

Ham and eggs vs. pie-in-the-sky
Thank you, Brother Editor, for adding
Brother Myer's reply to my letter, which
you printed in the May MESSENGER under
the heading: "Who makes the rules?"
In response to Brother Myer's reply, it
is important to understand that not all of
us see "soul-saving" as the primary
work of the church. Some of us feel that
the main emphasis of Jesus' ministry
was to those on the hurting edges of
society- the impoverished, the homeless, the starving, etc. I am reminded in
this regard of the late Dr. Leon Sullivan,
for many years pastor of the Zion Baptist Church in Philadelphia. He said one
time, "I would rather see my people
have some ham and eggs in the here
and now than pie-in-the-sky by and by."
Also to the point, Brother Farrar, was
your editorial in that issue in wh ich you
reported on your visit to India. Especially
poignant, and to the point, was your
account of your contact with CASA. You
wrote: "I asked a CASA official if field
workers attempt to tell the Hindus and
Muslims that they help that the work is
done in the name of Christ. 'They know
who we are,' was his profound reply."
Indeed, we are truly followers of Jesus
when we serve the hungry, the thirsty,
the stranger, the naked, the sick, and the
imprisoned. According to Matthew 25:3146, it is on that basis that our faithfulness
and our commitment is adjudged.
Galen Miller

Wenatchee, Wash .

This whimsical collection
of conversational essays
illustrates the familiar ways
we all stumble in the walk
of faith, but it also offers
stepping stones to help us regain
our footing. You may recognize Mayer
from her popular Messenger columns of
the same title. Here are readable essays
that focus on coping with fear, failure,
and feelings of inadequacy, learning from
our mistakes, personal growth through
painful experiences, working on
building healthy relationships, making
changes, accepting limitations, and
focusing on things above. Walk
beside someone who will help
you see faith's stepping stones.
Now Available #833 1
$13.00 plus shipping & handling

1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120-1694

Brethren Press

phone 800-441-3712 fax 800-667-8188
e-mail bret hrenpress_gb@brethren.org

01 TOURS
SKA (August 1-13)
RUSSIA and UKRAINE (August 3-18)
GERMANY (September 27 - October l 0)
From PENNSYLVANIA to ONTARIO:
Trail of the Conestoga (October 24-29)
SERVICE TOUR to ISRAEL
(October 26 - November 8)

ITS NEVER TOO EARLY
ro PLAN YOUR
NEXT HOLIDAY FOR
2001, 2002 AND 200 3...
CALL 1-800-565-0451
TO BOOK YOUR TOUR AND FOR MORE INFORMATION.
E-MAIL: office@tourmagination.com
WEB: www.tourmagination.com

Don't ignore willing workers
The Church ofthe Brethren is dying. Our
church is dying and we are killing it. We
continue to struggle with issues of
inclusion. We continue to struggle with
issues of leadership. Yet we seem to be
ignoring those who are willing to serve.

"Celebrating Over 30 Years of Building Bridges
Among Mennonites ond Other Christians
Around the World
Through Custom-Designed Travel"
9 Willow Street
Woterloo, ON, Conado N2J 1V6
Reg. #1567624

l 011 Cothill Road
Sellersville, PA, USA 18960

02 TOURS
RVICE TOUR in SUNNY JAMAICA
(January 25 - February 3)
AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND (February 8-28)
HAWAII CRUISE TOUR (February 14-24)
JORDAN, ISRAEL, VIENNA and BUDAPEST
(February l 5-28)
SERVICE TOUR to ISRAEL/PALESTINE (April 5-18)
PARAGUAY, BOLIVIA and PERU (April 6-22)
SPECTACULAR SCANDINAVIA and Its FJORDS
(June 17 - July l)
ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 19 - July l)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE (July 12-29)
MAJESTIC CANADIAN ROCKIES (July l 5-28)
EASTERN CANADA (August 2-12)
SWISS GLACIER EXPRESS (August 12-26)
SWISS-VOLHYNIAN MENNONITE HERITAGE TOUR
(September 18 - October 3)
VIETNAM (November 8-25)

03 TOURS
ENNONITE WORLD CONFERENCE
in AFRICA (August)
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LETTERS
Women are still having thei r calling
ignored by many churches, even
though the Church of the Brethren has
confirmed their rightful place in leadership since 1952 and 1958.
Gays, lesbians, and bisexuals are
being denied their rights as religious
leaders as well. The church is unclear

about its stan ce on gays, lesbian s, and
bisexuals in leadership. However, individuals in some denominational and
district offices are making choices for
us and them.
It is time to end the silence. It is time
to be bold and speak out. It is time to be
mercifu l. The Church of the Brethren is

not only killing itself with its indecision,
it is also committing spiritual violence
against women, gays, lesbians and
bisexuals. While we continue to remain
silent, real people are being affected.
Real people are being hurt. Talented
and gifted leaders are leaving the
Church of the Brethren. We are losing
our salt, and our light is quickly burning
out. Stop the spiritual violence!
Dean J. Johnson
Richmond , Ind.

Interface worthy of discussion

UCO
Our graduates are
impressive!
A Brethren education is excellent
preparation for graduate school or
the liberal arts with pre-profession
studies produces skills needed for
work and lessons for a lifetime.
You'll find our students to be

of others.
Ultimately, a Brethren education
joins the world of the spirit and
the world of work.

A Brethren education
begins with ... YOU!

I wish to extend my appreciation for
Charles Bowman's time and effort in
sharing his experience and knowledge
with the readers of MESSENGER about
nuclear energy.
The interfaces between science and
society, and science and religion, are
two areas worthy of discussion among
church members. Two corollaries are
unavoidable at these interfaces- belief
versus knowledge, and perception
versus reality.
At the science/society interface, there
are a multitude of issues, including
nitrite in bacon and Alar on apples,
global climate change , genetically
modified organisms, and irradiation of
foodstuffs. Knowledge on these subjects is generated by the precise
application of the scientific method.
At the science/religion interface, the
seeking of knowledge, a normal function in the human environmental niche,
will always be impeded if science and
relig ion are seen as polarized into opposite camps . Science and religion are in
the same business. That of revelation!
The scientific method is a proven way
for the more infinite nature of the workings of the universe to be "revealed" to
the more finite nature of the human
mind. Spirituality, the nidus of organized
religion, will continue to "reveal" that
which is beyond human understanding.
My hope is that Mr. Bowman 's letter
is the spark which energizes the
church toward more discussion at
these interfaces.
John Hartsough
North Manchester, Ind.

II
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TURNING POINTS
This month 's Turning Points
includes all li stin gs rece ived
prior to 5/30/ 2001 not previously published.

New members
Blue Ridge, Va.: Connie Anderson , Dawn Castello, Martha
Edward s, Mary Persin ger,
Brent Persi nger, Peter
Pruden
Blue River, Columbi a City,
Ind .: Kelsey G ibso n
Brook Park Community, Brook
Park , Ohi o: Mary Rohr! ,.
Heather Gough, Brandon
Bohrer, Lauren Schmid,
Kevin Larki n, Eli zabeth
Larkin , Brandon Felger,
Bethany Felger
Denton, Md.: joh n Fletcher,
Robert La hnemann , Ken neth
George, Sr. , Tina George,
Frank Lezo tte, LeaAnn
Lezotte, Ernie G entry,
Sonny Urrunaga , April
Urrunaga
East Chippewa , Orrville, Ohio:
Larry Boothe , Eric Boothe,
Angie Boothe, Matth ew
Kelbly, Rachel King, Ama nd a
Holin ger
Eastwood , Akron, Ohi o:
William James Burch , Alice
Elles in
Flint First, Flin t, Mich.:
Dorothy Hammond
Hanover, Pa.: Jason Webb
Heidelberg, Reistvill e, Pa .:
Becky Bolli nger, Cheri lyn
Gingrich , Kaitlyn Martin
Knob Creek, John son C ity,
Tenn.: Jack Coffee, Jan Lowe
Coffee, Lewis D. Simmons,
Jan ie Simmons
La Verne, Calif.: Marlen e
Doyle, Kyle Ford, Sarah
Ford, Irene Gould , Ruth
Mo rgan , Ma rk Ol so n, Carie
Olson, Mike Seal s, Zoe Seal s
Lititz, Pa.: Gl enn Roberts,
Sylvia Roberts , Gary
Lefever, Laurie Lefever,
Jonathan Lefever , Devin
Bowman , Terrie Ressler,
Jayme Snavely
Maple Spring, Holl so ppl e, Pa.:
Kathl ee n Morone, Whitney
Weimer, Lori Yod er, Ali
Zamban in i
Palmyra , Pa.: Vicki Mu sser,
Blanch e Miller, Susan
Leo nard, Scott Krei der,
Sand i Smith
Parsons , Kan.: Daniel Cox,
Robert Ha rri s
Pine Creek, Liberty, Ind.:
Allyson Fisher, Carla Fisher,
Jacob Man gus, Kyle Norris,
Brittany Thompson, Brock
Thompson, Laura Thompso n, Lonnie Thompson
Pleasant View, Fayetteville,
W.Va .: Bob Smith son, Denise

Smithson
Reading First, Readin g, Pa.:
Judy Cre ps, Frank Stu mp ,
Kathy Stump
Ridgeway Community, Harri sburg, Pa.: Jeremy Bauknight,
Erin Cook, Amy H oroschak,
Katie Lynd e, Caitlyn Zug,
Jo hn Bright, Christin e
Bright, Pamela Irwin
Roaring Spring First, Roa ring
Spr in g, Pa.: Brendan
Ritchey, Heather Hall ,
As hley Piper, Brandi Long ,
Nicole Lon g, William
Rinker , Zachary Bechtel
Rockwood , Pa.: Ruth S haffer,
Ray Shaffer
Scalp Level, Windber, Pa.:
Nore tta Fri ed hoff, Peg Wonders
Tire Hill, Pa.: Carl Stiffler, Jeffrey H awk in s, Melan ie
S idorow icz, Jan et Hockin s,
Eric Kelle r, Shirley Shaffer,
Sarah Adam s
Trotwood , Ohio: Ke nneth
Gainey, Jud y Gainey, Katie
Denlin ge r, Jam ie Denlin ger,
Carl Bus h, Sharon Saunders,
Robert Frigo
Twenty-eighth Street, Altoo na ,
Pa.: Arri ssa Burkhard , Timoth y Fink, Sherrie Gras smyer,
Aaron Ho user, Kenneth
Johnson , Tasha John son,
Michell e Porta, Sally Rhodes,
R. C . Rudy, Karen S. Wil son
Uniontown , Pa.: Stan ley
Rankin
Walker's Chapel , Mount Jack so n, Va.: Jeanine Pridgen,
Matthew Morrow
West Goshen , Goshen, Ind .:
Amy Self, Carolyn Dillon ,
Ashley Culp
Westminster, Md.: Kyl e He nning, Larry Brumfield,
Andrew Bowersox

Wedding
anniversaries
Abbiehl, Wayne and Myrtl e,
South Bend , Ind ., 60
Aukerman, Harold and Kathleen, Greenville, Ohio, 60
Carter, Burl e igh and Zelma,
Parson s, Kan. , 65
Diller, Carl and Ann , Lancaster, Pa., 50
Ebic, Ma ri on and Evelyn,
Mogadore, Ohio, 60
Gensinger , Ge ne an<\ Dorothy,
Wa lke rto n, Ind ., 50
Groff, W. Ken a nd Sally,
Greenvill e, Ohi o, 65
Hershberger G len n and
Doroth y, Johnstown , Pa. , 50
Holley, George and Margaret,
John son City, Tenn ., 55
Holsinger, Robert and Vi vian ,
Roaring Spr in g, Pa. , 50
Kagarise , Do nald and Corena,
Duncan svill e, Pa. , 50

Keltner, Wayne and Margare t,
Strafford , Mo ., 55
Knarr, Richard and Irene,
S outh Whitley, Ind., 60
Magers, Archi e a nd Elea nora,
Gos hen , Jnd ., 50
McKinney, Eugene and Bonnie ,
Roaring Sprin g, Pa. , 50
Rathbun , Arden a nd Annabell e,
O swego, 111. , 60
Wagner, Orval and Florence,
Mc Ph erson, Kan. , 70
Wilson, Harold and Jane,
Johnstown , Pa., 55

Deaths
Albright, Lowell , 6 1, Dayton ,
Ohio, April 30
Altis , Roy, 90 , Springfield,
Mo., May 8
Ausherman Judith A., 54, Yo rk ,
Pa. , April 23
Avery, Jess ie, 98, Dayton,
Ohio, May 14
Baughman , Mary Ruth, 79 ,
Plymouth , Ind ., May 13
Beckner, Luc ile, 88, Goshen,
Ind., May 2
Behle , An n , 71 , Womel sd orf,
Pa., April 24
Brown, Myrtle, Bridgewater,
Va. , April 23
Brown, Myrtle D. , 84, Troy,
Ohio, April 22
Brubaker, Harry L. , Sr. , 82 ,
Roaring Sp rin g, Pa ., April 28
Brunton , Max, 80, Portland ,
Ore., Nov. 7
Bucher, S imo n, 78 , Annvi ll e,
Pa. , Jan. 4
Caldwell , Su e, 72 , Mod es to,
Ca lif. , May l 0
Carpenter, Jerry Lee, 65 , Shepherd stown , W.Va., May I 0
Carter, Burle igh (Ike), 94, Parsons, Kan. , March 19
Cooper, G eorge, 88, Johnsto wn, Pa. , Feb . 15
Croyle, Betty, 77 , John stown,
Pa ., Jan . 9
Davis , Gordon E., 82 , Norton,
Kan., Jan. 22
Decker, Paul , 68 , Hollidaysburg, Pa .. , April 7
Dessenberg, Courtland , 82,
S helby, Ohio , May 3
Dubois, Eldon , 88, Modesto ,
Calif., April 15
Eckert, Mary R., 82, Lititz, Pa.,
Feb. 16
Epright, Lilli an , 74, Reading ,
Pa. , May 6
Farmer, George, 75 , Brook
Park, Ohio, March 29
Faus , Robert E., 66 , Richm on d,
Ind. , April 28
Ferguson , Mable S. , 96,
Eve rett, Pa. , April I
Fisher, Charles, 60, Altoona,
Pa. , April 22
Gardner, Dorothy M ., 80,
Windber , Pa. , Nov. 29
Gay , Ruth , 90 , Johnstown , Pa. ,

Feb . 4
Good , Effie M. , 88 , Harri son burg, Va., April 20
Harclerode, Mary A. , 77 ,
Everett, Pa. , April 26
Harper, Evelyn , 93 , Greenvill e,
Ohio, May 7
Hawk, J. C., 83 , Churubu sco,
Ind. , April 17
Herr , Edwin, 89, Palmyra , Pa .,
May 4
Hess , Robert, 8 1, Lancaster,
Pa. , April 30
Hitchcock, H uberl C ., 96 ,
Roanoke, Va ., March 15
Hixson, Foster C., 91, Evere tt,
Pa. , Apri l 20
Hoffer, Amy, I 04, Palmyra , Pa. ,
Feb. 16
Hornbaker, Ruth C. , 88,
Modesto, Calif. , April 24
Keener, Donald R. , 86, Ashland , Ohio, March 25
Keller, Ph ylli s, 89, Portland,
Ore., April 28
Landis, Mary , 98, Greenvi ll e,
Ohio, March 3 l
Lewis , Harold , 8 1, Joh nstown ,
Pa ., Dec. 21
Loxley, Ruth, 88, Arcanum,
Ohio, Dec. 14
Mai~r. Anthony, 95 , Beaver ton ,
Mich., May 4
Marteny, Naom i, M. , 82 , New
Oxford, Pa., April 18
Mickel , Irene, 82 , Windbe r,
Pa., Sept. 16
Miller , Ali ce, 80 , Dixo n, Ill. ,
May I
Miller, Dalton G. , 78 , Wind be r, Pa. , Ja n. 4
Miller, Esther, 81, Altoona, Pa. ,
May l
Miller, Harry D. , 86, New
Oxford , Pa. , Apri l 27
Miller, Kathryn Eby, 90,
Huxley, Iowa , May 6
Mock, Jay, 85, Johnstown , Pa. ,
Feb. 6
Moore, Edwin I. , 84, Un iontown, Pa. , Apri l l
Myers , Cleo, Altoona, Pa.,
Apr il 15
Pasqual , Mariam , 94 , Dixon,
Ill. , May 22
Rainbolt, Richard Arm stro ng,
89, Bridgewater, Va. , April 29
Reed , Pearl , l 00, Palmyra, Pa.,
Jan. 25
Reynolds , Marilyn , 70,
Berwick, Iowa , March 7
Roop, W. Roger, 91 , Un ion
Br idge, Md. , May 8
Rowe , Marlene, 62 , Windber,
Pa. , April 13
Sager, Lena E., 93 , Warden sville, W.Va. , Jan. 25
Schildt , Margie R. , 85, New
Oxford , Pa. , Marc h l
Sessler, Felix L. , 77 , Portland ,
Ore. , March l
Shaffer, Allegra , 86, Windbe r,
Pa., March 3, 2000
Shaffer, Dea n, 89 , W indber,
Pa ., May 12 , 2000
Shaffer, John 82 , John stown,

Pa ., April 19
Strickler, Anna, 96 , Palmyra,
Pa. , Feb. l 0
Telep, Audrey, 74, Middleburg
He ight s, Ohio , April l l
Timmons , Treva, 96 ,
Greenvill e, Ohi o, May 25
Tomb, Charles , 94, Windber,
Pa., Jan. I 0
Toth , Vivian Mae, 63, W indbe r,
Pa., Ma rc h 8
Weaver, Winifred , 90, Johnstown , Pa. , March 4
Weber, Cl inton, 77 , Va ncouver,
Wash ., March 3
Whistler, Everett, 60, Windber,
Pa. , Jun e 8, 2000
Wiltrout, Mary, Sebr ing, Fla. ,
May 14
Wirick, Ell en, 80, Windber, Pa. ,
June 16, 2000

Licensings
Messler, Amy Faith , Greenvill e,
Ohio, May 6
Ricci , Vincent P., Pain esvill e,
Ohi o, May 20
Teets , Charles L., Markleysburg , Pa. , Apri l 22

Ordinations
Hartwell , Jerry Lee, New
Covenant, Ch es ter, Va.,
March 4
Johnson , Terry, Walnut Grove,
Dam asc us, Va. , Ma rch 25
Korns, Wi lliam F., Brooklyn ,
Iowa, Ap ril 22
Morris , Harriett Su sa nne,
Cooper Hill , Va. , April 22
Oltman , Marlo , Commun ity,
Hutchinson, Kan. , Feb. 11
Pruill, Lonnie Lewis, Peak
Cree k, Laurel Springs, N .C. ,
March 25
Roudebush , Norbert L. " Pete,"
Trinity, Bl o untvill e, Te nn. ,
May 6

Pastoral
Placemen.t s
Denlinger, Daniel Isaac , from
inte rim yo uth mini ste r, to
youth mini ster, Eaton , Ohi o,
May l
Junkins , Carro ll G len, from
in ter im pa stor to pastor,
Clifton Mills , Hazel ton, and
Mo untain Dal e, Ha zelton ,
W.Va. , Apri l 29
Mason , Steven W. , from pastor ,
Pl easa nt Hill , Grottoes, Va .,
to pas tor, Yell ow Creek,
Goshen, Ind. , May l
Simmons, Randall V. , to as soc iate pastor, Lebanon, Mount
Sidney, Va. , May l
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EDITORIAL•

Should Brethren go to law?

l1

ere is wisdom in the old Brethren admoniion to refrain from "going to law,"

'' The very
fact that you
have lawsuits
among you
means you
have been
completely
defeated
already. Why
not rather be
wronged? ''

II
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especially against another Christian. It is based
on 1 Corinthians 6: 7: "The very fact that you have
lawsuits among you means you have been completely
defeated already. Why not rather be wronged?" In
an age where everybody sues over everything, the
idea of staying out of court is worth revisiting. But a
strict prohibition on going to law is too simplistic.
Litigation can be a tool for nonviolent dispute resolution, and it can protect the rights of the powerless.
Good contracts can make life smoother, and good
lawyers can keep us out of trouble. Wills and estate
plans are not only good law but good stewardship.
So when do we go to law and when do we refrain?
The Haxtun (Colo.) Church of the Brethren
asked similar questions in 1998 in a query to Annual
Conference. "We view a continuing trend on the part
of some members, churches, and district bodies, mirroring the larger society, to seek legal counsel and
remedy as a first rather than last resort. We affirm the
need to more fully understand what it means today as
children of God in a sometimes complex world of litigation and liability to deal lovingly and justly with our
brothers and sisters with whom we are in conflict. We
are alarmed by the destructive nature of familial disputes in the courts involving questions of child
custody and divorce. We are saddened when we hear
of litigation over job recommendations involving pastoral placements . We observe individuals, businesses,
and organizations, including churches, hesitant to
realize their full potential out of fear of liability. "
This year a study committee brings a thoughtful answer to Annual Conference. "We firmly
believe Brethren should use their best efforts to
promote methods of resolving disputes that do not
require litigation," the paper says. While acknowledging there can be positive us es of litigation, it
decries the increasing number of lawsuits .
"Despite this expansive use of litigation, it is not a
caring or healing method of dispute resolution. As
Christians, we must develop alternatives."
I asked three Church of the Brethren lawyers
for their views on this subject.
Donna Shumate describes herself as a "smalltown lawyer" in Sparta, N.C., where she handles
everything from traffic citations, to real estate closings, to murder cases. She's a member of the Peak
Creek Church of the Brethren, Laurel Springs,
N.C., and a member of the Gen eral Board.
She was happy to see that the study committee
had some positive things to say about the role of
the law and litigation. "So many Brethren say litigation is not an issue; we just can't be involved in
it. Well, I certainly don't encourage it. But I can't

sit by and let people abuse other people who are
helpless to help themselves ." She says the law is
especially helpful in cases of domestic abuse, child
abuse, and financial exploitation.
Shumate has met a lot of Brethren resistance
to her being an attorney . Once a Church of the
Brethren pastor told her it was impossible to be a
Christian and a lawyer at the same time . But she
sees the law as a way to help people and "a tool to
maintain and encourage peace."
Marsha Hoover, a member of the McPherson
(Kan.) Church of the Brethren, is a partner in a
Chicago law firm , where her primary area of practice is intellectual property law, including trademark
and copyright matters, subjects on which she has
advised the General Board's Brethren Press .
"Litigation should definitely be the last resort,"
she said after reading the Annual Conference paper.
"It is risky, grueling, expensive, and emotionally traumatic. But Brethren should recognize that our system
of civil litigation is an ordered society's mechanism
for resolving serious disputes nonviolently."
She cautions the church to avoid sitting in
judgment on which types of cases may be appropriately litigated. She points out that litigation has
historically been very helpful in bringing about
positive social change, such as enforcing civil
rights laws. "Anti -tobacco litigation is another
example that comes to mind. Has anything else
made such a profound difference in that industry?
"I agree there's too much frivolous litigation. But
perhaps the place we can best impact that is not by
attacking the means of resolving disputes, but by going
after the reasons for the disputes. The way to heal society is by eliminating greed, hatred, and selfishness."
Connie Burk Davis, a member of the Westminster (Md.) Church of the Brethren, became an
attorney in 1980, but after four years became disillusioned with the law, particularly in divorce cases. Too
many lawyers interpreted their oath to "zealously"
represent their clients' interests as meaning "get as
much as you can, regardless of who it hurts." She left
the law for six years of employment with the Church
of the Brethren General Board, then came back to the
legal arena as a mediator. Now she represents the
interests of couples by helping them solve problems
and do what's best for their children. Mediation is not
only less expensive, because both parties pay half the
cost, it also allows for creative solutions. And it is
empowering. "In court you are turning over your life
to a judge. In mediation, you are taking control."
This is an important discussion on the role of
litigation and the law in Brethren life. We look
forward to continuing it at Annual Conference.
-

FLETCHER FARRAR

RESIDENT SERVICES CENTER

illcrest's Resident Services Center
is well into construction, and the
completion date is close at hand.
The photograph here shows
much of the progress with an anticipated
completion date of June 2001.

H

The Resident Services Center will house
the wood shop, lapidary, gardening and
sewing rooms to name a few. Possibilities
for some of the rooms may include a
photography lab and/ or silversmithing
shop. Once the center is finished it will
temporarily house Marketing, Human
Resources, the Clinic and the Chaplain.

VILLAGE CENTER

he future plans of Hillcrest include several enhanced amenities on our campus. An Aquatic and Fitness Center is in the
process of design and will meet the needs of our current and future residents. A lap pool, jacuzzi, therapy room, and
dressing rooms are also in the planning stages.

T

Residential Living Apartments sized as one-bedroom, one-bedroom/den, and two-bedroom units will include exterior patios and
balconies in a two-story building. These apartments will be north of the Aquatic and Fitness Center.
The Manor Assisted Living buildings have a proposed design
usage as a "family home" concept in two, two-story buildings.
They will be the cutting-edge architectural program approach
to Assisted Living with country kitchens on each floor for
informal dining, a main dining activity area, computer room,
aviary, aquarium, beauty shop, and a pond feature.
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Retirement Communities affiliated with the Church of the
Brethren provide chaplaincy services. Hillcrest, in cooperation
with La Verne Church of the Brethren, offered chaplaincy
services ofWillard Ressler for the past twelve years. He will
retire effective June 30, 2001. Hillcrest is pleased to announce
that our new Chaplain will be Myrna Wheeler.

During your next visit to Southern California, stop by
Hillcrest, and see our plans for the future . Retirement living at
Hillcrest is more appealing as time goes by, offering more choices of amenities,
giving you the freedom to enjoy your retirement years in an active lifestyle.
Village Center Area Site

G:r
EQUAL HOUS ING

O PPORTU NITY

DSS Continuing Care Certificate #069
DSS # 191501662

For further information call
1-800-566-4636 (in CA)
or (909) 392-4360
Visit our website:
www.seniorhousing.net/ ad/hilkrestca

HILLCREST
A RETIREMENT COMMUNITY RELATED TO THE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

2705 Mt. View Drive • La Verne, CA 91750

Church Web sites
from someone
you can trust
Your church's Web site can be an open door to
anyone seeking a new church family. eMountain
Communications can help you through the steps of
getting your site up and running, giving it an inviting
appearance, and keeping the information fresh.

In addition to Web site development, we can
provide listserves. These e-mail-based discussion
groups can be used as community or church-wide
forums. They can also be used to get information
to members and people connected to your church,
no matter where they are located .

eMountain Communications-the information
technology ministry of the Church of the
Brethren Benefit Trust- offers services to churches,
and agencies and businesses owned by people of
faith. Our services include - Web Development
and Design, Web Hosting and Maintenance,
eCommerce and Secured Services, Listserves, and
Strategy Development.

Call us . We will help you find solutions .

