


What if someone in 
my family becomes sick? 

What if my daughter 
needs braces? 

We all face such 
important questions daily. 
Brethren FlexCare can help. 

The benefit choices offered by Brethren Benefit 

Trust are convenient and easy to use. The basic 

package for employees of the church includes 

medical, life/accidental death and dismemberment, 

and long-term disability insurance. Other optional 

insurance and services are available. 

One innovative component is the BBT version of 

a Section 125 or "cafeteria plan." Brethren 

FlexCare allows people such as Susan and 

Carlos Fuentes, of North Manchester, Indiana, to 

save tax dollars by utilizing Susan's flexible 

spending account to pay for childcare. 

Give us a call at (800) 746-1 SOS. 
We'll help find answers to your 
important questions. 
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David Radc li ff 

ONTHECOVER 

The cover art is an oil pastel by Ruth Aukerman of 
Union Bridge, Md. It was insp i red by an old German 
Christmas hymn, "Maria durch ein Dornwald ging" (Mary 

went through a woods of thorns). The lyr ics say Mary 

went through a woods of thorns which had not bloomed 

in seven years. And because she carried Jesus under her 
heart, that woods began to bloom. 

Aukerman writes: "To me this has always been a 

parable of how life's sorrow, pain, strife, election 
outcomes, etc., seem to be without bloom at all, unless 

we carry Christ in our hearts. Then the thorns will bear 

blooms, the pain will be transformed . For me there are 

still many, many thorns. But I so rejoice in every bloom 
that is given." 

Aukerman, an art teacher, is taking membership 
classes at Union Bridge (Md .) Church of the Brethren. She 

writes that she continues to work on the rural homestead 

she shared with her late husband, Dale Aukerman, who 

died Sept. 4, 1999, "so that it can remain a place of peace 
and blessing for others ." 

10 Bethlehem now 
The site of Jesus' birth is now surrounded by violent 
clashes between Jews and Palestinians. Church of the 
Brethren writer Sara Speicher, member of the staff of the 
World Council of Churches, w rites: "As we sing our carols 
this season, praising God for Jesus' birth and thinking of the 
Bethlehem where Jesus was born, let us also lift up in our 
thoughts and prayers the Bethlehem of today that so badly 
needs justice and peace, reconstruction and reconciliation." 

16 Mary's faith 
Mary said yes to God without having all her questions 
answered . She modeled for us the adventure of faith, 
the wil lingness to follow wherever God leads. 

18 China revisited 
Wang Bao Tien was 12 years old when his father, a Chinese 
Brethren, was executed for his faith in 1940. In a followup 
to his October MESSENGER cover story, "Remembering 
Brethren martyrs in China," Jeff Bach interviews a living link 
to those dark days of Brethren history. 

20 Resistance as a discipline 
Christians can w itness to others by resisting the evils and 
temptations of modern life . Brethren Witness director 
David Radcliff names some of our devils: automation, 
accumu lation, militarization, and over-saturatLon. 

25 2000 annual index 
A helpful listing of the authors, congregations, names of 
people, and subjects covered in MESS EN GER this year. 
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FROM THE PUBLISHER 

W always appreciate hearing from our readers . Particularly meaning
ful are the personal comments received when traveling throughout the 
denomination or visiting by phone. We also are grateful for the 

thoughtful feedback that comes by mail. The sampling in this month's Letters to the 
Editor gives an idea of the range of well-written responses that come to us. 

A few readers express their support in very practical ways. For example, there' s 
the $100 check that arrived after one subscriber read that MESSENGER had posted a · 
deficit in 1999. Another heartwarming story developed this past summer when an 
84-year-old subscriber in Pennsylvania called to say he wanted to pay for every 
non-subscriber in his congregation to receive MESSENGER. He was responding to the 
half-price offer for new subscribers that appeared in the June issue, and ended up 
giving away 90 one-year subscriptions at a personal cost of more than $600. 

Why did he do it? He thinks it's essential that the folks in his faith community 
know who the Brethren are and what Brethren stand for. Reading MESSE NGER "is the 
best way I know," he said. 

Amazingly, he's not the only one who does this. We know of a number of 
congregations that experience a gift like this: One person cares enough about 
MESSENGER to give it to others. 

This year 's half-price offer is possible because of someone's generosity many 
years ago . That person's gift was a small endowment, whose income is to be used to 
provide MESSENGER for those who don' t currently receive it. We haven't always been 
able to figure out how to use the income well, given the restrictions on the endow
ment's use. This year we decided we should use it to subsidize first-time subscribers, 
in the hope that they would be interested at the end of the year in renewing their 
subscriptions at full price. That way the endowment becomes an investment in the 
magazine's future. A few months into this campaign, we 're seeing a promising 
increase in subscriptions. 

That feels good on the eve of MESSENGER'S 150th year. In fact, one of the best 
ways to observe the anniversary in 2001 is to expand our readership. Our most loyal 
readers tend to be those who grew up with the magazine and have read it for 
decades; we'd like to make that strong a connection with younger folks and those 
who are newcomers to the Church of the Brethren. 

We're inviting our readers to make a special financial gift to M ESSEN GER in 
this anniversary year. The purpose is simple: We want to begin a solid, ongoing 
effort to grow our readership. We want to bring as many people as possible into the 
MESSENGER family, the place where thousands of us meet monthly to be bound 
together in God's mission and ministry. In other words, the gift is not really to MES

SENGER; it is to all those who are embraced into the larger circle. 
What will the next 150 years bring? We can scarcely imagine . But we do believe 

that the Church of the Brethren can navigate those years better if we work and 
worship-and read-together . 

- Messenger December 2000 
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Marathon runners 
from Highland 

Avenue church: Chris 
Douglas and Nancy 

Garber (above), Dennis 
Kingery and Luke 
Croushorn (right). 

Brethren runners complete Chicago Marathon 

The Chicago Marathon has become one of the world's largest marathons. 
This year a record-setting 33,000-plus runners participated in the event on 
Oct. 22. Chris Douglas, coordinator of Youth and Young Adult Ministries; 
Luke Croushorn, BVS worker for Youth and Young Adult Workcamps; and 
Dennis Kingery, controller, were three General Board staff members 
among the thousands of participants. 

Chris, Dennis, and Luke joined Nancy Garber (Highland Avenue Church 
of the Brethren member) in spending 15 weeks training for the Chicago 
Marathon. Running as many as 40 miles a week, these runners slowly built 
up their endurance and distance. For Chris and Luke, this was their first 
attempt at running the 26.2 miles of a full marathon. Nancy, a veteran of the 
Chicago Marathon, was able to provide helpful tips throughout the training. 

On race day, the 33,000 runners gathered at Grant Park in downtown 
Chicago to begin their run at 7:30 a.m. Like most marathons, the runners 
are separated into groups according to their estimated finish time. This 
allows the elite runners to be at the front of the pack. The key to running a 
successful race is to find your correct pace and stick to it throughout the 
race. If you start out too fast, then you may become exhausted before com
pleting the 26.2-mile race. 

The General Board, meeting in Elgin at the time of the race, expressed 
support for the runners by singing the popular hymn "Guide my feet, while 
I run this race." The day was a success for the Brethren runners. Their goal 
was to finish, and that is what they were able to do. 

IN TOUCH 
Nebraska 
Brethren receives 
award in Greece 

What do a former pres
ident of France, the 
composer of the film 
score for Zorba the 
Greek, and a Church of 
the Brethren member 
from Lincoln, Neb., 
have in common? 
They were all recipi

ents of the Onassis 
Foundation Award. 

John Doran, a 
member of the Ante
lope Park congregation 
and a soil scientist 
with the US Depart
ment of Agriculture, 
traveled to Greece in 
November to receive 
the International Prize 
for the Environment 
from the Onassis 
Foundation for his 
contributions to the 
development of soil 
health indicators and a 
test kit. 

Th is prize recog
nizes individuals or 
organizations whose 
services in certain 
fields of human activi
ties are characterized 
by dedication to 
human values. Along 
with the prestige and 
recognition of this 
award, John also will 
receive $250,000, 
most of which he 
plans to donate back 
to science to further 
discovery and human
itarian efforts. 

Working with the 
Brethren Foundation, 
Inc., John plans to 
establish an endow-

ment that will provide 
scholarships for stu
dents and scientific 
professionals. These 
scholarships will pro
vide training and work 
experiences in areas 
dealing with world 
hunger, social justice, 
environmental steward
ship, and sustainable 
development. 

John says that being 
a member of the 

John Doran 

Church of the Brethren 
and the Soil and Water 
Conservation Society 
has helped him meet 
people with similar 
goals, as well as edu
cate him about 
conserving the soil and 
private lands. "I have 
developed a sensitivity 
toward stewardship 
issues," he sa"ys. And 
it's this sensitivity that 
has motivated him to 
develop simple tools to 
help farmers assess the 
health of their lands. 

The award-winning 
field-test kit and indi
cators of soil health 
are invaluable to the 
farmers who use it. 
-Jim Replogle 
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Jenny Dormois of Live 
Oak serving peach 

cobbler and ice cream. 

INTOUCH 

Washington City 
tours neighbor
hood for ideas 

As part of the Con
gregational Life 
Team's transforma
tional process with 
the Washington City 
Church of the 
Brethren, the congre
gation was invited to 
design and carry out 
both a walking and a 
driving tour of the 
Capitol Hill neighbor
hood in which the 

church is located . 
On Sunday, Sept. 24, 

under the direction of 
the Strategic Planning 
Team Coordinator, 
Heather Nolen, the 
group first toured the 
church building in 
which the soup 
kitchen, a nursery 
school, the Washing~ 
ton Office, and other 
leased spaces are 
housed . Notes were 
made on rooms and 
spaces needing repair 
and renovation. The 

Everything is peachy at Live Oak 
When the Live Oak (Calif.) Church of the Brethren sponsored a booth at the 
first annual Live Oak Peach Festival, it was with two things in mind: to show 
their witness to the community and to raise money for their youth to attend 
the National Youth Conference in 2002. They were successful on both counts. 

The hot weather did nothing to dissuade the throngs of people 
strolling past the Church of the Brethren booth that Saturday. Volunteers 
dipped up helpings of homemade peach cobbler and vanilla ice cream to 
the delight of hungry festivalgoers. Peach jam, peach bread and muffins, 
peach crisp, and quarts of canned peaches were all available for sale, 
made by church members. 

In addition to the "peach" booth, the church purchased extra booth 
space that was then furnished with tab les and chairs. Community mem
bers were encouraged to have a seat in the shade and drink some ice 
cold peach tea.-Anne E. Palmer 
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group then divided 
into smaller groups of 
3-5 persons and each 
was assigned a differ
ent area of the Capitol 
Hill neighborhood to 
make observations 
and consider needs of 
the church's most im
mediate neighbors. 

Upon conclusion of 
the tour, the group 
met at the church for 
a time of debriefing 
and d iscernment. 
From that experience, 
many new ideas for 
vision and mission 
were discussed, and 
the excitement for 
new ministry in a 
regenerated neigh
borhood grew. 

The Washington 
City Church of the 
Bret hren is in the 
process of a nine
month transform
ational process with 
Area 1 Cong rega
tional Life Team staff. 
This is one of 11 such 
congregations across 
the five districts of 
Area 1 involved in an 
in-depth process of 
self-evaluation for 
church growth and 
renewal. Jan 
Kensinger, CLT Coor
dinator, and Stan 
Dueck, CLT staff for 
Area 1 are designing, 
coaching, and serv
ing as consultants in 
these projects. 

Urban ministers
Duane Grady, the 
General Board's liaison 
to the Cross-Cultura l 
M inis try Team, w ith 
Sherman Hicks, pastor 
of First Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 
Washington, D. C. 

Virlina Brethren 
seek God's call 
in urban areas 

"Seeking the New 
Jerusalem (Rev. 
21 :2, 3): Christians in 
an Urban World" was 
the theme for an 
urban min istry event 
held Oct. 13-14 in 
Roanoke, Va . It was co
sponsored by Virlina 
District and Congrega
tional Life Team Area 
3. The Rev. Dr. Sher
man Hicks, pastor of 
First Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Wash ington, 
D.C., and former 
bishop of the Chicago 
Synod of the Evangeli 
cal Lutheran Church in 
America, was the 
guestpreach~rand 
keynote speaker. The 
Friday evening wor
ship, held at Central 
Church of the 
Brethren, focused on 
the call to be represen
tatives of God's people 
in the midst of the city. 
An offering was taken 
for the General 
Board's Cross-Cultural 



Ministry Team. Virlina district?" classes at First 
On Saturday, 44 Three workshops Church . He shared 

participants repre- were offered that from his own experi-
senting 11 congrega- day: A Case Study of ence as an urban 
tions gathered at Urban Ministry in pastor and listened 
Williamson Road Roanoke(Johnny as those present told 
Church of the Stone, pastor of Hill him about their on-
Brethren for worship Street Baptist), going worship, edu-
and a presentation by Exploring Diversity in cational, and fellow-
Hicks. David R. Miller Hymnal: A Worship ship opportunities 
(First Church of the Book (Julie M. with Williams Memo-
Brethren), David Min - Hostetter, Area 3 CLT rial Baptist Church 
nich (Shalom Fellow- Coordinator), and (an African-American 
ship, Concord, N.C.), Blending Boundaries: congregation) and a 
and Asha Solanky Connections Between nearby elementary 
(West Richmond Urban/Suburban/Sm school. 
Church of the all Town/Rural Con - Ju lie Hostetter 
Brethren) were the gregations (Duane staffed a p lanning 
panelists who re- Grady, Area 2 CLT committee of five 
sponded to the pre- staff). pastors from Virlina 
sentation and the On Sunday morn- district: Tom Bryant, 
question, "What does ing, Duane spoke Michael Hostetter, 
it mean to be in ur- with the youth and David R. Miller 
ban ministry in the adult Sunday school (Roanoke), Jan Kulp 

Dupont youth reach out to Tijuana 

Long (Blacks
burg), and 
David W. Miller 
(Richmond). It 
is hoped that 
this was the 
beginning of 
ongoing dia log 
and 
support as congrega
tions seek to be 
faithful to God's call 
to ministry and mis
sion in urban 
settings. 

A coffee break 
in the name of 
Christ 

In 1961, Russell 
Kiester, pastor of the 
Church of the 
Brethren in Sabetha, 

In late June the youth group of the Dupont, Ohio, congregation ventured to Los Angeles and Tijuana, 
Mexico. They were hosted by Gilbert Romero, pastor of the Bella Vista Church of the Brethren, Los 
Angeles. Romero had suggested the trip a year before when he led a revival at the Dupont church. 

The youth and chaperones flew to Los Angeles, spent the night at the Bella Vista church, then 
rode in vans to Tijuana. Work projects there included completion of a two-stall community shower, 
building a small home for a family, helping to dig a sewer ditch, and helping at a day care center. 
They also visited a landfill, where many people survive by sorting through garbage. At the landfill 
they passed out Christian tracts, along with food, water, and clothing. 

the Men 's 
Fellowship of the 
church to provide 
a rest stop for Labor 
Day weekend travelers 
at the "Four Mile 
Corner" rest stop at 
the junction of high
ways 75 and 36 south 
of Sabetha. Forty years 
later his challenge has 
grown and continues 
to save the lives of 
weary travelers by 
offering coffee, tea, 
juice, cookies, and fel
lowship in the name of 
Christ. 

The service has now 
grown to being offered 
24 hours a day. The 
Methodist Church in 
Sabetha now helps 
with the project, which 
also draws volunteers 
from surrounding com
munities. This year 984 
travelers signed the 
guest register-Cheryl 
Mishler 
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BRE'THRENSPEAK 

I want to 

see more 

American 

Christians 

reading their 

Bibles and 

spending time 

in prayer .... 

There are 

a lot of 

opportunities 

here, but 

people are not 

talking about 

their faith. 

Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a 

Nigeria president Toma 

Ragnjiya, at the October 

General Board meetings. 

General Board executive 
director Judy Mills 
Reimer greets EYN 

president Toma Ragnjiya 
following his remarks to 

the General Board. 
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NEWS 

General Board examines 
mission, ethnicity 

Devotions throughout the fall 
meetings of the Church of the 
Brethren General Board, held 
Oct. 19-24 in Elgin, Ill., built on 
the board's vision statement, 
"Of God, for God, with God," 
and focused on aspects of 
God's presence. 

Board chair Mary Jo Flory
Steury, in opening the 
meetings of the full board on 
Saturday, read from Ephesians 
2 as written in The Message: 
"Now God has us where God 
wants us .... All we do is trust 
God enough to let God do it." 

With hymns and prayers built 
on the Worshipful-Work model 
of conducting church business, 
the board moved forward with 
that trust to tackle its agenda 
over the next three and a half 
days. The agenda held a long 
list of reports and other items, 
but much of the work of this 
meeting focused on celebrating 
new and ongoing ministries 

and planning for possible 
future endeavors. 

The board adopted a 2001 
budget of nearly $9.3 million
about $5.7 million of that for 
"general programs." The vote 
followed a detailed report by 
finance and funding staff that 
showed a healthy financial pic
ture for the year, with giving to 
most funds up from a year ear
lier. The lone exception is the 
Emergency Disaster Fund, which 
has had fewer critical projects to 
fund this year than in 1999. 

Board members also voted to 
enter into a formal affiliation 
agreement with Compafieros 
en Ministerio/Misi6n, which 
"seeks to foster cross-cultural 
relationships and understand
ing between differing ethnic 
congregations" and primarily 
works in the Tijuana, Mexico, 
area. The request came 
through the board's Mission 
and Ministries Planning Coun
cil, and a committee worked at 
exploring the possibilities over 
the past year. Ongoing conver-

sation and collaboration will 
occur via a "consulting com

mittee" that will meet at least 
annually. 

The board adopted a 
"process for making the Gen
eral Board more ethnically 
diverse," following discussions 
on the topic at the March meet
ings. The process recommends 
four points: suggesting ethni
cally diverse candidates for the 
board to the Annual Conference 
nominating process, inviting 
the Cross-Cultural Ministries 
Team to send a representative 
to General Board meetings 
as a consultant, keeping an 
awareness of the need for eth
nically diverse leadership 
before the entire denomination, 
and holding educational and 
training workshops on the 
subject for General Board 
members and staff. 

Items handled with an eye to 
the future included a prelimi
nary proposal for a new church 
start in Brazil, a New Church 
Development Advisory Commit-



Clarifying a point, General 
Board member Jan Thompson, of 
Mesa, Ariz., gets involved in the 
board's deliberations. 

tee proposal for aiding new 
church planting, a new docu
ment on General Board financial 
policies and procedures, and 
new bylaws for the board. Pre
senters gathered input and 
suggestions from board mem
bers and staff on all four items 
and will bring them back for 
action at the March 2001 meet
ings in New Windsor, Md. 

Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria 
(Church of the Brethren in Nige
ria) president Toma Ragnjiya 
and his wife, Kwanye, visited 
part of the meetings. The Rev. 
Toma addressed the board one 
afternoon, sharing much grati
tude for Brethren work in 
Nigeria and sharing the chal
lenges and blessings that have 
come through Christ ian-Muslim 
conflict in his country. He also 
urged US Brethren to give atten
tion to prayer and evangelism. 

Other activities during the 
weekend included two worship 
services and visits to area 
Church of the Brethren congre
gations, a banquet celebrating 
General Board ministries, a 
time of recognition for General 
Board employees, a prayer 
room and several displays, 
sharing with numerous visi
tors, and forums on 
evangelism and funding. 

ABC board meetings 
focus on finances 

Fund-raising and finances domi
nated the fall agenda for the As
sociation of Brethren Caregivers 
board, which met Sept. 29-Oct. 1. 
The agency projected a $41,000 
deficit for 2000, prompting a 
unanimous vote for board mem
bers to become involved in per
sonal fund-raising to attempt to 
balance the budget. 

The board also learned that 
ABC's original three-year fi
nancial transition plan, follow
ing the agency's separation 
from the General Board in Jan
uary 1998, was too optimistic 
and is likely to take at least five 
years. The plan permitted ABC 
to draw on reserves to support 
its ministries for those first 
three years, expecting outside 
funding to grow during that 
time to the point it would fulfill 
the budget. Individual and con
gregational giving has grown, 
but not to the levels expected. 

The board affirmed an execu
tive committee commitment to 
establish a long-term planning 
process to insure ABC's viability 
and received a budget proposal 
for 2001 subject to revisions by 
ABC executive director Steve 
Mason before the end of the 

year. It authorized the finance 
and executive committees to act 
on those revisions to determine 
the final amount of the budget. 

The meetings were extended 

by a day to include a board de
velopment session led by John 
Cassel of Lombard, Ill. Cassel, a 
member of Chicago First Church 
of the Brethren, provides board 
development through the Illi 
nois Association of School 
Boards. The session focused on 
distinguishing board and staff 
roles in serving constituents. 
Cassel also discussed the im
portance of an overarching vi
sion for an organization's con
tinued health and growth. 

The board approved John 
Wenger, a member of Anderson 
(Ind.) Church of the Brethren, to 
fill an unexpired term on the 
board as a representative 
elected by the ministry areas 
and appointed retired physician 
Joseph Schechter, a member of 
the La Verne (Calif.) church, to a 

second term. 

YOUTH BEAT 

A new, full-color brochure gives details on 20 Church of the 
Brethren summer workcamps that will be offered in 2001 
by the General Board's Youth/Young Adult Ministries office. 

Planned are five junior high workcamps, 13 senior high 
workcamps, one combined 
junior-senior high work
camp in Bayview, Va., and a 
young adult workcamp to 
Taize, France. 

Junior high workcamps are 
slated for Harrisburg, Pa.; 
Indianapolis; New Windsor, 
Md.; Lake Geneva, Wis.; and 
Washington, D.C. Senior 
high sites are Mendenhall, 
Miss. (co-sponsored with 
Brethren Revival Fellowship); 

Americus, Ga.; Harlingen, 

§celcing the Road Le•• Trllfll•~l ed 

Tex.; Castaner, P.R.; Pine Ridge, S.D.; Chicago; Keyser, 
W.Va.; Myrtle Point, Ore.; Baltimore; Crossnore, N.C.; St. 
Croix, US Virgin Islands; and the Dominican Republic, plus 
the National Youth Spiritual Growth Camp July 29-Aug. 4 at 
Camp Mack in Milford, Ind. 

Workcamp registrations are being accepted beginning 
Dec. 1 at 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120. For copies of 
the workcamps brochure or more information, call the 
Youth/Young Adult office at 800 323-8039 or visit the web
site at www.brethren.org/genbd/yya. 
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UPCOMINGEVENTS 

Dec. 10 Christmas 
offering emphasis 

2001 

Jan. 13-Feb. 12 Global 
Mission Partnerships' 
Nigeria w orkcamp 

Jan. 18-25 Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity 

Jan. 21-Feb. 9 Brethren 
Volunteer Service Unit 
242, Orlando, Fla . 

Feb. 1-12 Association 
of Brethren Caregivers' 
Older Adult workcamp to 
Puerto Rico 

NEWS 

OEPA board celebrates, 
sets focus for future 

The On Earth Peace board of 
directors and staff met at the 
Brethren Service Center in New 
Windsor, Md., Oct. 6-7 . Follow
ing a time of singing hymns 
and sharing, the meeting 
included the following: 

• Welcoming Barb Sayler 
and Bob Gross as co-execut ive 
directors of the agency and in
troducing new board members 
Ken Frantz (Fleming, Colo .), 
Ken Edwards (Jonesborough , 
Tenn .), and Debbie Roberts (La 
Verne, Calif.). 

• Hearing the results of the 
"visioning" work of the strate
gic planning committee, which 
presented a document that the 
board accepted . The four focus 
areas include Peacemaker For
mation, Peace Witness, Conflict 
Transformation, and Organiza
tional Health. Two-, five- and 
ten-year goals were identified. 

• Sharing good news from 
the board's advancement com
mittee, which met its challenge 
to contribute $50,000 to the 
general fund. The accomplish
ment was celebrated at the 
conclusion of Friday's schedule 
with an ice cream party. It was 
also announced that a matching 
gift will be made available this 
year to On Earth Peace when 
churches or individuals make 
new or increased gifts over the 
past year. In addition , an anony
mous donor will give $100,000 
to be added to the endowment 
to help secure and enhance the 
future of On Earth Peace. 

• Approving the 2000-2001 
budget, a balanced one that 
shows $375,000 in income and 
expenses for the coming year. 

•Hearing reports from staff 
about their work, including the 
division of tasks in the new co
executive director structure and 
a progress report on the closing 
of The Peace Place store and 
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Meeting with a delegation from the Church of North India. Pictured 
from left: M erv Keeney, director of General Board Global Mission Partner
ships; Bob Gross of M inistry of Reconcilia tion; former India missionary Wen
dell Flory; General Board chair Mary Jo Flory-Steury; Chris ty Waltersdorff, 
pastor of York Center Church of the Brethren; Or. VS. Lall, general secretary 
of CNI; Most Rev. Vinod Peter, moderator of CNI; Ernie Thakor, member of 
Naperville (Ill.) Church of the Brethren; Rt. Rev. V M. Malaviya, CNI bishop of 
Gujarat State; General Board executive director Judy Mills Reimer. 

the startup of the Peace Basket 
program, which includes peace 
resources to be loaned out to 
congregations. 

The Peace Retreat theme for 
this year is "A Peace Tapestry," 
using Romans 12 as the text. 
The Ministry of Reconciliation 
will continue to offer Matthew 
18 workshops for congregations 
and training for practitioners. 

•Accepting several chal
lenges for the coming year, in
cluding lifting up the mission and 
work of On Earth Peace by visit
ing congregations in their dis
tricts, challenging individuals to 
support the agency, and continu
ing personal financial support. 

Meeting w ith CNI brings 
''positive" direction 

Generally positive feel ings and a 
cooperative atmosphere charac
terized a meeting between a 
delegation of Church of North 
India leaders and representatives 
of the Church of the Brethren 
General Board Oct. 9-11. 

The two groups met to discuss 
the "separated" Brethren in 
India-congregations that were 
started by Brethren mission in 
India during the 1900s, joined 
CNI in 1970, then seceded in 
1978. The congregations have 
sought recognition by the 

Church of the Brethren since then, 
and the General Board recently 
has been exploring the issue. 

Representing CNI were Dr. V.S. 
Lall, general secretary; the Most 
Rev. Vi nod Peter, moderator; and 
the Rt. Rev. V.M. Malaviya, bishop 
of Gujarat State. General Board 
representatives included execu
tive director Judy Mills Reimer, 
board chair Mary Jo Flory-Steury, 
Global Mission Partnerships direc
tor Merv Keeney, and members of 
a delegation that traveled to India 
this past spring and talked wi t h 
the churches seeking recognition . 
Bob Gross of Ministry of Reconcil 
iation served as facilitator. 

"It was a much-needed 
renewal of the relationship," 
Keeney says. "We worked hard 
at understanding the different 
issues that exist in the relation
ship, identifying areas where we 
have common understanding 
and where we don't." 

It was a marked difference in 
tone from the last meeting 
between the two parties, held in 
Toronto, Canada, in January. 
Keeney had characterized relations 
at that time as "strained." Now, 
while numerous areas of disagree
ment still exist, Keeney said he 
feels optimism. Another visit of 
the General Board delegation to 
India is scheduled for January, and 
CNI leaders expressed a desire to 
talk further during that visit. 



1. Cuba. A three-member delegation 
of Cuban Council of Churches offi
cials paid a visit to the General Of
fices in Elgin, Ill., in October. The 
group expressed appreciation for all 
the denomination's involvement and 
ecumenical support in the i r nation, 
and especially for beef chunks sent 
through a meat canning project and 
other aid. 

2. Oklahoma. An Emergency Disaster 
Fund grant sent $5,000 to support a 
re lief effort for victims of wildfires in 
Logan County, where at least 40 homes 
were destroyed. Funds went toward 
victims' immediate and long-term 
needs as well as feed for livestock. 

3 . Vieques, Puerto Rico. Protests over 
US Navy presence and testing on this 
small island have continued even 
after an encampment was driven out 
by US forces in May. Cliff Kindy of the 
Manchester Church of the Brethren 
(North Manchester, Ind.) was arrested 
after participating with Christ ian 
Peacemaker Teams in a civil disobedi
ence activ ity Oct. 1 and was he ld for 
more than a week. 

4 . Colombia. Mennonite peace activist 
Ricardo Esquivia Ballestas met with 
severa l staff members at the General 
Offices in October to urge an end to 
US military support of the "drug 
wars" in his country, which he said is 
actually escalat ing the problem. He 
said that cooperation between the 
churches of North America and 
South America is needed to work for 
an end to the vio lence. 

5. Texas. The work of the Southwest 
Good Samaritan Ministries in Los Fres
nos received a boost with an allocation 
of $12,000 from the General Board's 
Emergency Disaster Fund. The organi
zation gives assistance to displaced per
sons and immigrants near the Mexican 
border. About $2,000 of the grant will be 
used to ship 8,400 pounds of canned 
chicken to the ministry's food pantry. 

6 . Florida. A Disaster Child Care team of 
nine volunteers was dispatched to the 
southern part of the state to assist in 
the aftermath of severe flooding in the 
Miami and Ft. Lauderdale areas. Gloria 
Cooper of the United Method ist Church 
served as project manager for the 
team, wh ich included seven Brethren. 

7. Vanceboro, N .C. A parade and other 
events in this eastern North Carolina 
town on Oct. 7 thanked the many vol
unteers who worked to bring recovery 
from the devastation of 1999's Hurri
cane Floyd . Those volunteers included 
many Brethren, and several Emer
gency Response/Service Ministries 

staff members and others who helped 
participated in the festivities. 

8. Indonesia. More deaths have resulted 
with a resurgence of Christian-Muslim 
violence in some provinces of the 
Southeast Asian nation, according to 
Religion News Service. "Christians and 
Muslims have been fighting one 
another in the Maluku provinces since 
January of last year," the report said. 
"Some 4,000 people on both sides 
have been killed since then." 

9. Sudan. Bombing runs on southern 
Sudan by the African nation's northern 
government have continued, according 
to reports from several international 
news services. Recent reports included 
bombings of a refugee camp, a school, 
and homes. US President Bill Clinton 
criticized the attacks, saying, "I am 
deeply concerned by reports that the 
government of Sudan is bombing 
innocent civilians in the southern part 
of the country. Such eg regious abuses 
have become commonplace in Sudan's 
ongoing civil war." 

Brethren delegation ness offices, will be hosted the NSCC, and to witness the providing on-the-ground 

to visit Sudan by the New Sudan Council of overall situation in Sudan. coordination. 
Churches. The purpose of Brethren Witness director Cost for the February 10-22 

A Church of the Brethren dele- the visit will be to show soli- David Radcliff will serve as trip will be $1600, which in-
gation will be visiting Sudan in darity with people of the leader of the delegation, with eludes General Board financial 
mid-February. The group, span- war-torn southern part of the Mark Sloan of the NSCC, support for in-country costs. 
sored by the Global Mission east African country, to learn serving through the Global Contact either of the above of-
Partnerships and Brethren Wit- about ministries offered by Mission Partnerships office, fices for more infomation. 
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by Sara Speicher 

When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us. "-Luke 2:75 

I stood in the cave that has been revered 
for centuries as the place where Jesus was 
born, rather embarrassed that the study 

group I was with wanted to sing "Away in a 
Manger" and "O Little Town of Bethlehem" as 
streams of silent pilgrims shuffled through. Our 
visit this July happened to be timed with mainly 
Russian- and Greek-speaking groups, who took 
as many moments as they could to touch or to 
kiss the marble and metal-encased spot. I took a 
photo. I wasn't so concerned about whether this 
was or was not the actual site of Jesus's birth; 
having geographical proof isn't necessary to my 
belief that the birth took place. But as I listened to 
the sweet melodies of these carols we sing so 
often during this season of Jesus ' birth, I could 
not stop thinking of the current, tragic, geograph
ical reality facing this little town of Bethlehem. 

A drive to Bethlehem from Jerusalem is a 
drive through Occupied Territory. Maps usually 

have an asterisk, or fine print at the bottom that 
says, "West Bank is Israeli-occupied with current 
status subject to the Israeli -Palestinian Interim 
Agreement-permanent status to be determined 
through further negotiation." Guarded check
points identify these "impermanent" boundaries. 
At the checkpoints, our tourist company van 
with Israeli plates doesn't even slow down. But 
we notice a long line of cars with Palestinian 
plates trying to get into Jerusalem, with the 
guards carefully looking at papers. Palestinians 
from the West Bank and Gaza Strip cannot enter 
the holy city of Jerusalem without special, and 
difficult to get, permits . 

The Israeli human rights lawyer who was lead
ing this portion of the study tour noted that in all 
international law, Occupied Territory means that 
until the status is resolved nothing can be perma
nently changed, nothing can be developed. She 
said this as we looked at the Har Homa settle
ment, nearing completion. No cluster of shacks, 
this, but a huge, modern, apartment complex 
perched on Mount Abu Ghmein between 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem. Nearby is a sign that 
she translates from the Hebrew: "Encouragement 
99-a framework of economic development" 
from the Ministry of Industry and Trade with the 
Israeli government seal. 

Throughout our trip we see signs advertising 



new developments, four-, five-, and six-room 
apartments with beautiful views and modern 
conveniences. This is a jarring picture of grow
ing pockets of suburbia, even though the Israeli 
government years ago promised to stop settle
ment activity until negotiations were 
completed. Our van is traveling on well-built 
bypass roads, and we see more under construc
tion. These highways link Jerusalem to the 
settlements. There are no exits-and no 
signs-to Palestinian villages from these roads, 
although they cut through Palestinian orchards, 
land, and homes. We pass through a tunnel cut 
directly under a Palestinian village. It is all safe, 
sterile, and tragic. 

On this study tour, I traveled with 14 young 
adults from the US. The tour and exposure 
visit sponsored by the World Council of 
Churches focused on the "Question of 
Jerusalem," and we met with Christian, 
Muslim, and Jewish academics, lawyers, reli
gious leaders, activists. We toured the Old City 
and saw places I doubt most pilgrims see unless 
they are really lost. We toured some of the set
tlement construction in the West Bank; I don't 
think the construction workers at Har Homa 
often get visits from photo-taking tourists. 

These construction workers are mainly 
Palestinian. Our guide explains that with the 

restriction of movement for Palestinians into 
Israel and around the West Bank, Palestinian 
economic activity has been crippled. Often, 
then, the only jobs they can get are with Israeli 
development companies. 

The lawyer gave as an example the situation 
of one of her clients, a successful Palestinian 
businessman in the West Bank who owned a 
profitable bus company. When the general clo
sure was implemented in 1993, he could no 
longer operate his buses across the border into 
Israel, and, without that access, he went bank
rupt. He had recently built a house, but he had 
built it without a building permit, as cost and 
regulations make it virtually impossible for any 
Palestinian to get a permit. He was then 
informed that his house would be demolished, 
without compensation, to build a bypass road 
between Jerusalem and one of the settlements. 
He has four young children to support. And 
now, the only work he can find is on the con
struction of the bypass road that caused his 
house to be demolished. 

Two of the study group members could not 
help but compare their own Native American 
history with the forced separation and widely 
different conditions they saw between two 
peoples on the same land. Others made refer
ences to apartheid-like conditions. The Israeli 
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Israeli Jews 
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Worldwide media attention often focuses on 
the conflict between two peoples, Israelis and 
Palestinians , and two majority religions, 
Judaism and Islam. Even Christians in other 
regions sometimes forget that there is a small 
but significant local Christian presence in 
Jerusalem and the surrounding region that must 
deal with a unique double-minority situation. 

Palestinian Chri stians now make up only 
about two percent of the population in 
Jerusalem, and three percent in the Occupied 
Territories. Approximately 59 percent are from 
the Orthodox traditions, 36 percent are 
Catholics, and five percent are Protestants. 

The 1999 Israel Yearbook and Almanac 
describes their precarious position by noting that, 
"as Arab Christians they are a double minority: 
Arabs in the midst of the majority Jewish popula
tion of Israel, Christians within Israel 's 
dominantly Muslim Arab society." In addition to 
differences in size and resources within the 
Christian community, "those who emphasize 
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lawyer said, "We have substituted 'Jews and 
Arabs ' for whites and blacks." 

The checkpoints, restriction of movement, 
house demolitions, settlements , and bypass 
roads provided a different, wider picture than I 
had seen and understood before from the US 
media. I am accustomed to seeing bombs and 
stones . Structural violence, I guess, doesn' t 
make good TV. 

As he came near and saw the city, he wept over it, 
saying, "If you, even you, had only recognized on 
this day the things that make for peace! But now 
they are h idden from your eyes. "-Luke 19:41-42 

It is October and I am watching on television 
Israeli gunships bombing Ramallah after the 
brutal murder of two Israeli soldiers by a Pales
tinian mob. Words on both sides are filled with 
hate and anguish. The grim tally of death goes 
higher-almost a hundred dead in the first two 
weeks of October; all but seven are Palestinian. 
International leaders try desperately to stop the 
two sides from being driven further apart than 
the bloodshed has already made them. 

f I know people in Ramallah. I am picturing 
f Jean Zaru, a Quaker and a Palestinian, who, 
~ when she met with us in July, spoke of how her 
i pacifism has been tested in the face of years of 
n 
n 

their Palestinian identity find themselves in an 
inferior position vis-a-vis the Israelis." 

To complicate matters still further, Israeli 
Jews often perceive Christians as a double 
majority-part of the large Arab world and the 
larger Christian population. Muslims connect 
local Christians with the powerful Christian west 
and rarely view them as an "imperiled minority. " 

Historically, though , Christians and Mus
lims have lived side by side for centuries in the 
region. "Palestinians are Christians and Mus 
lims , but one people, " says Father Maroum 
Laham, rector of the Latin Patriarchate (Roman 
Catholic) Seminary in Jerusalem. 

The long conflict, including the restriction of 
movement and residency rights, has caused a 
steady decline in the numbers of local Christians in 
Jerusalem. Bishop Munib Younan of the Evangeli
cal Lutheran Church of Jordan, based in Jerusalem, 
notes that there are now just 5,000 local Christians 
in the city. He fears that "if you lose the local 
churches, you lose Christianity in Jerusalem." 



repression. "I rage for justice," she said, "but I 
refuse to destroy." 

Jean and many others-Palestinian and 
Israeli-have worked for years in interreligious 
dialog, mediation, conflict prevention, personal 
connections. Now the fragile links they have 
forged are being destroyed by bullets and bombs 
and mobs and hate and ultimatums. The violence 
in Ramallah, Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Hebron, and 
throughout the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and 
the retaliatory violence against Israeli Arabs in 
Nazareth, surprises few who have followed the 
situation over the years. The peace talks have 
failed to change the situation for Palestinians; 
indeed, they have only seen continued disregard 
for agreements by the Israeli government. In an 
analysis in the New York Times on Oct. 15 comes 
this admission from US officials involved in the 
negotiations: "But most fundamental, a senior 
official said, the administration had failed in the 
last several years to grasp the depth of resent
ment among the Palestinian population. The 
peace efforts during Mr. Clinton's tenure forged 
an understanding among Israeli and Palestinian 
elites but not among the people, one official said 
with rare candor." 

The issues that are being fought over are 
not ones easily solved by moving lines on a 
map. They are issues of life and death, identity 
and faith : land, water, boundaries, freedom of 
movement, the right to worship, protection of 
holy sites, sovereignty, culture, refugees, set 
tlements, history, future. Even the people 
affected are complex, a mixture of two peo
ples-Israeli and Palestinian-and three 
religions-Islam, Judaism, and Christianity. 

Any solutions need to take into account all 
these dynamics. And, in the center of the com
plex conflict, is the city of Jerusalem. 

Our feet are standing 
within your gates, 0 Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem- built as a city 
that is bound firmly together. - Psa. 122:2-3 

Jerusalem is one of the oldest cities in the 
world. It is the site of the Western (Wailing) 
Wall, the last remnant of the second Jewish 
Temple, the place where Abraham faithfully 
prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac. For Chris
tians, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre is the 
site of the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, while Jerusalem is the place where the 
church itself began. The Al-Aqsa Mosque is the 
third -holiest sanctuary of Islam, and the life of 
the Prophet Mohammed is linked to Jerusalem. 
The city holds enormous religious significance 
for millions of Jews, Christians, and Muslims 
throughout the world. For centuries, it has 
been a destination of pilgrims as well as a 
target for empires, crusaders, and conquerors. 

Since the 19th century, Jerusalem has been 
the focus of conflicting claims by Jews and Pales
tinians . These claims have complex political, 
territorial, and religious dimensions, since, 
according to a United Nations document, "both 
peoples consider the city the embodiment of their 
national essence and right to self-determination." 

For Jerusalem City Council member Anat 
Hoffman, the city's practical problems are 
magnified by its history and religious signifi 
cance. "If we thought practically," she said, 

Restrictions on travel: 
In 7 993, the Israeli 
government instituted 
especially restrictive 
security policies that 
prevent Palestinians 
from the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip from 
freely entering 
Jerusalem, or freely 
moving between the 
south and north 
West Bank. 
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As people of 

faith, we are 

called to stand 

in solidarity with 

the oppressed 

and wounded. 

"we could solve anything. But Jerusalem is not 
just a city, it is a metaphor." 

Many proposals for Jerusalem's future have 
been put forward since 194 7, from giving the 
city special international status to divided sov
ereignty and control. "Jerusalem should remain 
a city of God and accessible to all people," says 
Michel Sabbah, Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem 
(Roman Catholic Church). "It should not be 
governed like any other city in the world ." 

At the July 2000 Camp David meeting, the 
status of Jerusalem was discussed for the first 
time in the history of the peace talks and, while no 
agreement was reached, there came some hope 
from the fact that the discussion occurred and 
openings were made for sharing of the city and 

Cf) international governance. Such hope, and move 
~ toward compromise, has been shattered by recent 
Cf) 

~ violence that was sparked in the Old City itself. 
~ For thousands of years, Jerusalem has been 
~ the center of faith for so many. Many have also 
0 tried to control the city. Perhaps that no one 

As citizens of a 

government 

taking a major 

role in the 

negotiating 

process, 

we have the 

responsibility to 

advocate for 

justice. 
Jean Zaru, a Quaker living in Ramallah, has yet succeeded is the most important lesson. 

West Bank, spoke of her struggle of "History is our teacher," says a Christian 
being a pacifist in a "violent structure"-- "I leader in Jerusalem. "Whenever Christians or 

do rage for justice, but I refuse to destroy. " other religions have tried to claim ownership 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 
1 . Pray for the people of the region, for the Israeli and 

Palestinian leaders, and the international community that 
they will have the courage and political will to forge a 
just and lasting agreement. Pray for the grassroots peace 
builders trying to reconstruct fragile links of understand 
ing and reconciliation. 

2. Commit yourself to getting better informed about the situa
tion through multiple sources of information. Here are a 
few possible websites: 

- Churches for Middle East Peace 
www.cmep.org 

- Christian Peacemaker Team in Hebron 
www.prairienet.org/ cpt/hebron. html 

- American Friends Service Committee 
www.afsc.org/ispal/ 

-World Council of Churches 
www.wcc-coe.org/wcc/what/international/jerusalem.html 

- The United Nations webpage on the Question of Palestine 
www. u n. org/Depts / d pa/ qpal/ 

-B'tselem-The Israeli Information Centre for Human 
Rights in the Occupied Territories 
www.btselem.org 
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-Land and Water Establishment 
www.lawsociety.org 

-The Applied Research Institute in Jerusalem 
www.arij.org/ 

-Palestinian Academic Society for the 
Study of International Affairs 
www.passia.org 

-Jerusalem Centre for Women 
www.j-c-w.org 

-Ha'aretz daily newspaper 
www.haaretzdaily.com/htmls/ 1 _ 1.asp 

3. Go on a different kind of "Holy Land" tour-one in 
which you take the time to learn about the realities of the 
local people. Connect with local Christians. Resources 
for such visits are the Ecumenical Outreach Program of 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS), the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), and the United Methodist Church (General 
Board of Global Ministries) based in Jerusalem. 

4. Be an advocate for justice and peace in the Middle 
East through your church and community, and with 
the US government. 



over Jerusalem, they were rejected. It is clear 
that Jerusalem cannot be long under one faith 
or one people." 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
"May they prosper who love you. 
Peace be within your walls, And security 
w i thin your towers. " - Psa. 122: 6-7 

International negotiations for Middle East 
peace have been held for decades. There is a 
sense now on both sides that agreements made 
so far are no longer valid. How far back, now, 
do negotiators need to go? As Israeli and Pales
tinian leaders and international mediators try 
to pick up the pieces, it is clear that more 
efforts from ordinary citizens worldwide-not 
just Israelis and Palestinians-are needed to 
work for real justice and a true peace. 

I am reading another daily bulletin from the 
Christian Peacemaker Team in Hebron, which has 
accompanied the community there as a witness 
for peace (see MESSENGER, July 2000). In the 
midst of escalating violence, the six team mem -
hers share reports of tension and violence from 
both sides and do what they can to prevent con -
flict, protect rights, document incidents, and keep 
individuals talking to each other. Perhaps their 
sharing of stories by e-mail is the most important 
part of their witness- through them we can be 
present in this holy and divided land. We can meet 
individuals like Nabil, who tells the CPTers that 
his uncle was critically injured when, as they were 
bringing bread back to the family, they were shot 
at from the Beit Haggai settlement. As CPTer Bob 
Holmes shares, "Nabil took us to the blood
soaked ground on a path below the settlement. An 
army jeep patrolling the adjacent bypass road 
stopped as we were leaving. When the soldiers 
stepped out with their rifles, Nabil took my hand 

and clamped my elbow inside his. He was shaking 
and I shared his fear as we walked the long hun
dred meters up and over the hill. He kept tight 
hold until we reached his house once again." 

As the news media share stories of hate and 
violence of mobs and the political war of 
words, we also need to hear stories of the fear, 
struggles, and pain of individual people who 
must continue, day by day, to live and work 
and worship. This gives us another, closer part 
of the picture. And in this conflict we need to 
commit ourselves to seeing as many facets as 
possible. As people of faith , we are called to 
stand in solidarity with the oppressed and 
wounded. As citizens of a government taking a 
major role in the negotiating process, we have 
the responsibility to advocate for justice. 

As we sing our carols this season, praising 
God for Jesus' birth and thinking of the Beth
lehem where Jesus was born, let us also lift up 
in our thoughts and prayers the Bethlehem of 
today that so badly needs justice and peace, 
reconstruction and reconciliation. Bethlehem, 
Jerusalem, Jericho, Nazareth, Galilee- mil 
lions of believers have come to this region to 
pray over stones, the remnants of holy sites. 
Believers need also to pray for the land's 
"living stones" -its people. The need is to 
pray for justice and peace and for an answer 
that will make it a holy land indeed. 

For the sake of my relatives and friends 
I will say, Peace be within you." 
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God 
I will seek your good.-Psa. 122: 8-9 

Sara Speicher is a member of the Highland Avenue Church of the 

Brethren, Elgin, Ill. She accompanied the July study seminar on 

the Question of Jerusa lem as communication officer for the World 

Council of Churches. She currently lives in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Members of the 
wee-sponsored study 
seminar held in July 
gained firsthand 
knowledge about the 
different elements in the 
final status negotiations, 
especially the question of 
Jerusalem. Sara Speicher 
is standing in the back row, 
second from right. 
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by James Benedict 

Luke 1 :26-38 

My great Aunt Pearl, who died a few years back 
at the age of 103, was never shy and retiring. 
She was one of those people who get even 
spunkier as the years go by. Once my parents 
were planning a trip to Texas. They stopped in 
to visit Aunt Pearl, who was probably about 95 
at the time, and said half-jokingly, "Hey, do you 
want to go along?" Quick as a shot, she replied, 
"You bet!" and she was serious. "When are you 
leaving?" she asked. What could my parents 
say? They told her they were planning to leave 
at the end of the week. Aunt Pearl assured them, 
''I'll have my suitcase packed." And she did! 

I've always admired those who are adven 
turous, and from my study of scripture, I'm 
convinced that there is a strong connection 
between adventurousness and faith . Luke's 
account of Jesus' birth brings this out in many 
ways, but especially in the story of Mary. Mary 
was just a young girl in a small village, already 
engaged to be married. She no doubt antici 
pated a happy but ordinary life as the wife of a 
carpenter . But when the angel Gabriel 
appeared to her and spoke of another kind of 
future, she said, "Yes." 

As it turns out, this simple girl from a small 
town had an adventurous spirit. Notice that 
she said "yes" to the journey with very little 
information about the itinerary. She volun
teered to serve even though she didn't have 
very much information about what her service 
would require of her. She didn't even under-
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stand how it could happen . Still, she said yes. 
Mary is presented as a model of faith and 

faithfulness. But we read too much into the text 
if we suppose that this means she had no ques 
tions or doubts . In fact, her first words in 
response to the angel's announcement are, 
"How can this be?" Mary isn't one of those pas 
sive, easily put-upon types . If something doesn't 
make sense to her she says, "This doesn't make 
sense!" If she has a question, she isn't too timid 
to ask it. So she asks: "How can this be? " 

And we needn't suppose that the answer she 
was given put her mind completely at rest. Listen 
again: "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will 
be called the Son of God." That answer may 
make perfect sense to us, from a post-resurrec
tion perspective, because we know the rest of the 
story. But it had to sound very different and 
much less clear to a teenager in Bethlehem 30 
years before Jesus had even started his ministry. 

In fact it is a response that probably raised 
more questions than it answered. Mary must 
have wondered, "What do you mean the Holy 
Spirit will come upon me? What will that be 
like? What will it feel like? And what will the 
child be like? What do you mean holy? Who 
will call him the Son of God?" 

Mary 's "yes" was an act of faith . She didn't 
say yes because all her questions were 
answered and everything made perfect sense. 
She said yes because she was willing to go for
ward without all the answers. She said yes 
because she was willing to play her part in 
God's plan without knowing all the details. 

That's what faith is, and it shouldn' t seem so 



strange to us. We all operate by faith a good bit 
of the time. Not just Mary, but every woman 
who ever willingly had a child did so without a 
complete understanding of how her life would 
change. All parents sign on for an adventure that 
will take them places they may never have 
planned to go. People who get married are in the 
same boat. When they say, "I will," whether they 
realize it or not they are stating only the first half 
of a sentence, the end of which they will discover 
in the future. "I will . .. move across the country 
when my spouse gets transfered. " "Twill .. . help 
take care of my in-laws when they get older." "I 
will ... try to be patient when my spouse decides 
to change careers in mid-life." Whenever we 
make a new friend, or take a new job, we act in 
faith. We make a commitment without knowing 
just what we are getting ourselves into. 

One of the consequences of faith is that 
sometimes we pass through hard times. We are 
led by faith into situations we otherwise might 
have avoided. Think again of Mary. Just a week 
after Jesus' birth, some strange man in the 
temple says to her, "And a sword will pierce your 
own soul, too" (Luke 2:35). A couple of years 
later, Mary and her family have to flee to a for
eign country because Herod sets about killing all 
the little boys in the vicinity of Bethlehem. When 
Jesus is a teenager, he stays behind in Jerusalem 
without telling his parents. As a man, he gives up 
his trade, which may have been Mary's means of 
support, to go out preaching. And as he 
preaches, he gets himself into trouble, so much 
trouble that he winds up on a cross. 

How many times do you suppose Mary 
cried out in prayer, "God, why are you doing 
this to me? Why are you putting me through 

this? God, T didn ' t know that this was a part of 
what you were asking me to do! When I said 
yes, I didn ' t know about this!" 

Nowhere in the Bible does it ever say that 
those who have faith will not have troubles. If 
everyone who made a profession of faith in 
Jesus Christ never had any trouble after that, 
evangelism would be a snap! But that's not how 
it is. A profession of faith doesn't guarantee a 
life without troubles. Faith is a commitment to 
follow God wherever God leads, and when it 
comes to guarantees, there are really only two. 

The first is that even though God may lead 
you through some dark and dangerous places, 
God will never lead you astray. And the second 
is that God will never abandon you along the 
way. God will always be with you. 

A colleague of mine gives this charge to new 
Christians as they come up out of the bap
tismal waters : "By this act of baptism, we 
welcome you to a journey that will take your 
whole life. This isn' t the end. It's the beginning 
of God' s experiment with your life. What God 
will make of you we know not. Where God will 
take you we cannot say. How God will surprise 
you only time will tell. But this we do know
God is with you, now and forever." 

Mary is a model of faith for us all. As again 
we remember her role in the plan of God, let 
us be reminded of what faith really is. It is not 
having all the answers, not avoiding all li fe's 
troubles , not just a walk in the park. No, 
faith is a willingness to travel an 
unknown road with a trusted friend. m 
James Benedi ct is pa stor of t he Un ion Bri dge (Md .I Church of 

the Bret hren. 
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Return 
to Liao Chou 

by Jeff Bach 

During research for the article "Remem
bering Brethren martyrs in China" 
(October), Gene and Joe Wampler pro
vided contacts with Rowena Lee of New 
Jersey. She is the granddaughter of 
Wang Kuei Jung, one of the martyrs. Her 
father, Wang Bao Tien, a 12-year-old boy 
at the time his father was killed, has been 
visiting her from China and granted an 
oral interview just as the previous article 
went to press. This "revisit" to Liao Chou 
comes largely from that interview, plus 
information which adult children of the 
American missionaries added. 

W:ng Bao Tien, a 12-year
old in 1940 who had been 
baptized a year or so ear

lier, took food to his father (Wang Kuei 
Jung), his uncle (Wang Kuei Lin), and 
his cousin (Wang Pao Lo) , who were in 
prison. The three prisoners also sent 
messages home to their wives and fami
lies through Wang Bao Tien. Often 
these were matters of family finances, 
since the three prisoners expected to be 
executed. Some of the messages offered 
comfort and encouragement. All the 
notes were lost during the war years. 

Kuei Jung and Kuei Lin were among 
the earliest converts in Liao Chou. 
Their family, of a poor background, 
had found employment with the 
Brethren missionaries. As children they 
had received education in the mission 
school, and their children were being 
schooled. In spite of the suffering, 
Wang Bao Tien and his surviving rela
tives held a positive attitude toward 
their connections with the Brethren. 

Wang Bao Tien learned that in jail, 

II Messenger December 2000 

his father , uncle, and cousin were 
beaten daily, as were the other prison
ers. The Japanese officials wanted 
them to admit to being workers for the 
Communist party. Their captors told 
them plainly they would be killed 
because they associated with Ameri
cans. Although the prisoners agreed to 
the false charges, they knew that they 
suffered because they were Christians, 
trusting in and working for Jesus. True 
to Brethren convictions, they had 
indeed cared for wounded Chinese sol
diers and the sick displaced by the war. 
These Chinese Christians were ready 
to offer the same care to the Japanese. 

In prison, Wang Bao Tien's father 
was jailed separately because he was 
considered a leader. Bao Tien saw and 
heard the prisoners pray together. 
However, they were forbidden to have 
Bibles or to sing. Even though he was a 
child, he sensed that his father, uncle, 
and cousin, along with the others, 
would eventually be killed. 

One day Wang Bao Tien discovered 
that his father was no longer in the jail. 
Japanese soldiers told him that the pris
oners had been moved to another city. 
In fact, most of them had already been 
killed. A few days later, some Chinese 
people who saw the executions came to 
Wang Bao Tien's family, offering to help 
get the bodies back in exchange for 
money. Because of the war, the family 
had no money and thus could not 
recover the bodies. The witnesses said 
the bodies were put into a mass grave, 
"The Hole of 10,000 Dead Bodies." To 
this day Wang Bao Tien does not know 
exactly where the mass grave is located. 

The daughter of missionary Ernest 
Wampler, Sara, reported that her father 
told of going to the provincial capital at 

Wang Kuei Jung, one of the Chinese 
martyrs, is pictured second from right. 
He was a teacher, preacher, and father of 
a twelve-year-old boy. 

Taiyuan to obtain a pardon from the 
Japanese officials. As he walked back to 
Liao Chou, he met a group from there 
about two miles out of the city. "I have 
the pardon," he announced. The Chi
nese replied, "They've been shot." 

Because of the secrecy of the execu
tions and the repressive climate of the 
Japanese occupation, Wang Bao Tien's 
mother could not wear the traditional 
black to signify mourning in Chinese 
culture. She was so fearful that she ran 
out of Liao Chou in order to grieve in pri
vate. She was a widow with four young 
children. At this point in the interview, 
both Wang Bao Tien and his daughter, 
Rowena, wept for the deep sorrow that 
their family experienced 60 years ago. 

In the weeks after the executions, 
missionary Anna Hutchison talked with 
some of the Chinese Brethren about 
staying or leaving. She realized that the 
Japanese wanted the Americans out of 
the region. She could do nothing more 
to help the Chinese Christians. If she 
stayed, probably more Chinese would 
be killed. The Chinese Brethren sup
ported her decision to leave. She had 
expressed a desire to be buried in 
China upon her death, a wish that went 
unfulfilled when she died in Maryland 
in 1959. Wang Bao Tien went to her 



grave during a visit in 1997 to pay 
respect to her memory. 

Wang Bao Tien's uncle, Wang Kuei 
Lin, served as cook in the women' s 
missionary house in Liao Chou. He was 
one of the last two Christians executed 
(Nov. 16, 1940). Although he had been 
released from arrest earlier, he knew, 
like the others, that he also would be 
killed. The family realized it also. The 
uncle asked Wang Bao Tien, as the 
oldest surviving male of his brother's 
family, to care for the surviving widows 
and children as best he could. 

to pray, study the Bible, and worship. The 
meetings were never public. After the 
communist victory in China, Christian 
worship was forbidden, and the Brethren 
disbanded. No Christian presence carried 
on. The hospital and school buildings of 
the Liao Chou mission were bombed by 
the Japanese. The church building, which 
was constructed very well, still stands, 
although it is empty and now run down. 
For a time it was used as a grocery store. 

cans and the church, and hopes that this 
might be a bridge for good relationships 
between Chinese and US people, and 
bring better prospects for peace. 

The grief and loss suffered by Wang 
Bao Tien's family and the other families 
stand alongside the faith and courage 
that the 13 Brethren of Liao Chou (now 
Zuo Xien) showed. Bao Tien's memo
ries are a gift by which to honor the 
sacrifice of the victims and their sur

After the Japanese withdrew from 
northern China, the Brethren attempted 
to meet in small groups in private homes 

When asked how he would like read
ers to remember his father and relatives 
and the other Chinese Brethren, Wang 
Bao Tien expressed the deep sorrow and 
misfortune that war brought. He still 
holds good thoughts about the Ameri-

vivors, and to strengthen faith in 
Christ as witnesses and 
peacemakers in the present. m 
Jeff Bach, of Richmond, Ind., is associate professor of Brethren 

and Historical Studies at Bethany Theological Seminary. 

BRETHRENING 
"Let me see what's in here, Gene." Preacher Flory's plump fin
gers delved into my shirt pocket, wiggled a bit, and came out 
pinching three grains of candy corn. 

"Well! What have we here?" he beamed as he handed his 
surprise find to me. At this point, his generous grin showed a 
gold tooth or two . Sunday before, he found colored mints 
hiding magically in my pocket, but today's chewy candy corn 
was his specialty. Whatever, his discoveries were on a par 
with Jesus' loaves and fishes and a lot more gratifying at 
twelve o'clock on a Sunday morning. 

Even if he had never found candy in my pockets, I'd have 
made sure to file by Preacher Flory at the close of the Sunday 
morning service. He teased me a lot in a nice way. He never 
told me that he liked me, but I know he did. I never told him I 
liked him, but he knew. It just felt good to be around Preacher 
Flory, whose first name was Charles. He pastored four 
churches in southwestern Ohio from 1913 to 1941. He was 
pastor of my church, the Troy (Ohio) Church of the Brethren, 
from 1932-1941. He died in 1941 at the age of 68. 

In the pulpit he was ... well ... active! Were it proper to wager 
a bag of candy corn on Preacher Flory, I would wager he would 
win fists down in several categories of preaching oratory. 

Right off, the pulpit must have been made of two-inch sold 
oak or ironwood to withstand the poundihg of his white-knuck
led fists when spiritual truths called for emphases. His unaided, 
deep voice, when he turned on the power, could have filled 
Yankee Stadium. Translated to our small church, seating capac
ity of about 100, there was little slumber during sermon time. 

He would have few competitors for the intensity of blood 

Candy corn and colored mints 

supply to his head and neck, and no 
one would have lost more body 
weight in a 20-minute period. He 
often jested that not many souls 
were saved after 20 minutes of 
preaching. But during that short 
period he was all-out, like a sprinter 
in the 100-yard dash. 

In his sermons he often spoke 
of the Evil One, his pernicious 
ways, and his overheated habitat. 
He made it sound like an excellent 
place to avoid. He talked of gos- Reverend Charles Flory 

s/pers, fornicators (I had no idea what that meant), cheats, 
and liars, and made suggestions about how to behave and 
not behave in order to establish a desirable residency in that 
long period of time which he said had no end. Some of his 
preaching was pretty scary for a young kid like me. · 

Most often though, he spoke of Jesus and God's love. Jesus 
the peacemaker; Jesus who taught forgiveness; Jesus the one 
who taught the second-mile principle; Jesus the storyteller; 
Jesus who walked on water. He was always inviting us to follow 
his Jesus. I think he wanted us to think, act, and be like Him. 

"God is love," shouted Preacher Flory. "God is love," he 
whispered. "God is love," his life proclaimed. Preacher Flory's 
love was imprinted on each grain of candy corn and mints he 
found in my pocket.-Gene Palsgrove 

Gene Pa lsgrove, of Modesto, Calif ., is moderator of the Modesto Church of the Brethren. 
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story and photography by David Radcliff 

Can you pick a Christian out of a 
crowd? Does something about their 
appearance or manner-the clothes 

they wear, the cut of their hair, the way they 
speak-give them away? 

In one sense we should not be able to readily 
differentiate believers from the general popula 
tion. Jesus was one who moved easily among 
the crowd, mingling and mixing with persons of 
many stripes . And there is nothing to suggest 
that his clothing or other outward condition set 
him apart from others. Indeed it is telling that, 
for all the gospel writers recorded about Jesus, 

Jesus could be quite contrary, resisting trends and 

realities he saw as opposed to God's way. Indeed, we 

could say that Jesus lived his life in creative tension 

with the prevailing values of his time, including the 

accepted norms of the religious community. 
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no mention is made of his appearance or of 
particular personal idiosyncrasies. Outwardly, 
our Lord must have been remarkably ordinary. 

Yet Jesus was clearly distinguishable from 
the crowd in another sense. He could be quite 
contrary, resisting trends and realities he saw 
as opposed to God's way. Indeed, we could say 
that Jesus lived his life in creative tension with 
the prevailing values of his time, including the 
accepted norms of the religious community. 
His attitude toward outsiders, his acceptance of 
women and children, his understanding of 
God, his perspectives on enemies, sinners, the 
ill of body or mind-all these set him apart . In 
these and other ways, he resisted many of the 
prevailing tendencies of the society of his day. 

This is not to say that Jesus in any way despised 
or disparaged the world around him. He seemed to 
enjoy being with people, especially "worldly" folks. 

He referred to God's creation repeatedly in his 
teaching. And he refused to remove his flock of fol 
lowers from society in search of ethical or religious 
purity. He and they were fully in the world-the 
world which, according to the gospel, God so loves. 

Nevertheless, Jesus found himself resisting 
trends in the world that were destructive to 
God's children. In some cases , he resisted 
things we inflict upon ourselves, such as the 
worship of money and the spiritual toll this 
exacts . Jesus also resisted portrayals of God that 
limited God's love to a select company or that 
made God seem more interested in rule-keeping 
than grace-giving. Other points of resistance 
involved the way people treat one another. Jesus 
would not tolerate racism, sexism, or violence 
among his followers or in the world around him. 

People around Jesus certainly noted his pecu 
liar attitudes and teachings. Some were excited 
enough to leave everything to follow him on this 
path. Others were intrigued enough to climb a 
tree or travel great distances to get a better look. 
Still others were put off enough by Jesus' differ 
ent approach that they conspired to kill him. 
One thing was certain: his life and his approach 
to his world could not be easily ignored. 

Since Jesus' time, the relationship of the 
church to the world has taken many forms. Dif
ferent segments of the church have responded 
to the world in different ways, depending on 
their understanding of Jesus' teachings and the 
particular situation in which they lived. 

On the whole, however, I would suggest that 
the church has rarely been willing to live in the 
kind of creative tension with the world that char
acterized Jesus' ministry. Instead, many 
"mainline" churches, and increasingly even those 
born at the margins of Christendom, have become 
acclimated to the world around them to the extent 
that one would be hard-pressed to discern sub
stantial differences in attitudes or actions. 



Christians are not instructed by Jesus to auto 
matically reject or despise the world, including 
its cultural and societal dimensions. Yet when 
Jesus tells us that we are to be "salt" and "light" 
to the world, there seems to be an implicit 
acknowledgment that there will be something 
substantially different about the way we are in 
the world. Indeed, according to this teaching, 
the world should be able to look to the Christian 
community as a beacon of another way of living, 
a way of living contrary to prevailing norms. 

It is difficult for Christians or anyone to consis
tently go against the flow of popular opinion or 
accepted mores. We all want to be liked and 
affirmed by those around us, and going against the 
"system" can sometimes lead to estrangement or 
even evoke anger. In addition, our lives are bound 
up in the society, from its economy, to its social 
structure, to its assumptions about morality. Thus 
to take a different course can sometimes mean to 
turn our backs on things that have become part of 
the fabric of our lives. And few of us enjoy the iso
lating experience of taking a minority viewpoint 
that makes us appear quirky, misguided, or worse. 

Being Brethren presents yet another hurdle, 
as we like to be known for being good citizens 
and cooperative neighbors . We like to be liked; 
some of us live to be liked. Yet whether we like 
it or not, the world we live in-just as Jesus' 
world-cries out for people to resist the many 

destructive dimensions at work in it and to 
point the way to a new day. 

Nonresistance, rather than resistance, has been 
more the Brethren way. Refusing to fight. Declin
ing to retaliate. Choosing not to litigate. We have 
gone out of our way to keep from actively resist
ing wrongdoing . In most cases this is a biblical 
and appropriate response to wrongs inflicted 
upon us or even upon our community of faith. 

Today, however, we, our neighbors, and our 
neighborhoods are subject to forces that call for 
resistance if we are to live the kind of lives God 
intends. And many of the wrongs are being done 
not so much against us as against our neighbors 
and our neighborhood. Our neighbors-our 
kindred near and far- suffer hunger and injus 
tice, or the depersonalization of modern society 
and enslavement to the consumer culture. Our 
neighborhood-God' s good creation-is under 
assault as never before in history. 

I have mentioned some of the points at which 
Jesus felt the need to resist the flow of society. 
Where are our points of possible resistance? Where 
are the places where a Christian witness is needed 
to restore our spirits, to renew our relationships, to 
reconnect us with the goodness of God's earth? 

Depersonalization. A friend was pleased to 
be able to conduct all his banking over the 
Internet, noting that such an arrangement saves 
time and fossil fuel. But is there a hidden cost? 

We all want to 
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affirmed by 

those around 
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against the 

"system" can 

sometimes 

lead to 

estrangement 

or even evoke 

anger. 
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Can w e dare to 

become engaged 

with our world, 

recovering a 

sense of our own 

important role as 

individuals and as 

people of faith? 

This is one more area of life with the personal 
dimension removed from it, reducing to a 
string of numbers any relationship between us 
and our financial institution. 

Automation. While we spend $30 billion on 
weight loss programs every year, Americans seem 
bent on taking physical exertion out of even the 
simplest tasks . Will peeling a potato become a lost 
art in a society that gets 20 percent of its "veg
etable" intake from french fries and potato chips? 

Accumulation. In less than 10 years our 
estimate of the amount of money needed to pro
vide us with the "necessities" of life has doubled . 
So has the amount of money spent on each of us 
by advertisers. From the forests to the seas to the 
skies, the earth is paying a price for our consum-
ing ways . And still, just like the little band from 
Liverpool sang long ago, "Money can't buy me 
love." We're no happier and a lot more stressed 

than we've ever been. 
Militarization. We spend $1 

billion a day on our military while 

CH
I letting our children watch 200,000 

C
. H L,',P I acts of violence on television before 1\ they're 18 years old. Is it any wonder 

H 
we're so quick to turn to violence in 

F 
f our foreign policy or on the soccer 0 / J 
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. , field? High abortion rates and escalat-

BRE .
. HR , if ing teen suicide rates likewise testify to 

-----
· J the devaluation of human life. 

Fascination fueled by commer
-~ cialization. We live our lives through 

the exploits of game show contestants, athletes 
or other performers, and in the process tolerate or 
even glamorize their greed, pride, or arrogance. 

Insulation. Workers in a Chinese fac
tory- some as young as 14-earn $3 for a 
16-hour shift stuffing take-home toys into 
plastic bags for fast food meals. Meanwhile, 

we spend a billion dollars a day eating out. Is 
there anything wrong with this picture? 

Over-saturation. When I asked a group of 
pastors recently about the number one challenge 
to deepening the spirituality of congregations, 
their first response was : "Football." From cell 
phones to sports schedules, we too seldom carve 
out a sacred space for the development of our 
faith and our commitment to the church. 

If these are some of the areas where resis
tance may be needed, what then is our response? 
Here are some possibilities in a world like ours . 

Discipline. Few of us can just say no to invi
tations to indulge our families or ourselves . While 
our credit card balances provide the empirical evi
dence, the real cost is to the planet and to our 
spiritual wellness, as we fall for the lie that things 
equal happiness. Why not form a group in your 
congregation to read a book on simple living? 

Engagement. The entertainment industry 
constantly attempts to seduce us into living vic
ariously through others. Can we dare to 
become engaged with our world, recovering a 
sense of our own important role as individuals 
and as people of faith? 

Contemplation. Perhaps nothing is as 
important-and as challenging- in a 24/7 / 365-
world like ours as creating the mental and 
spiritual space to think about ourselves, our faith , 
and our world. The world doesn't want us to stop 
and think for fear that we may realize the futility 
of conformity or the beauty of simplicity. 

Redefinition . Young people I talk to can 
quickly describe the "ideal" teen as defined by 
print and video media. And even though it's 
hard for them because of the pressure on them 
to conform to these images, they can see 
through these false ideals and often muster the 
strength to reject them. Can we define our
selves by our relationship with God and the 
quality of our relationships with others and 
with God's earth, rather than let someone else 
tell us who we are? In a world in which we are 
constantly defined as "not okay," this will take 
the kind of self-esteem that only an assurance 
of God's love for us-as we are- can give . 

Conscious withdrawal . It's hard, but we 
can do it: turn off the television, stay away from the 
mall, get off the mailing list. We can experience the 
freedom of not being consumed with consumption. 

Building community. Ironically, the 
"information age" finds us less in touch with our 
neighbors now than at an earlier time in history. 
On an international scale, we know more about 
our world and take more trips to more places than 
ever before. Yet we turn a blind eye to the grinding 



poverty of 1.5 billion of our global neighbors and 
tolerate a massive and powerful military designed 
to kill millions. It is a radical thing to share life 
and share about life with others in our family, 
church, and neighborhood, while refusing to 
accept national or economic boundaries separat
ing us from God's children everywhere. 

Gardening. The editor thought this was 
wimpy, but I think it's essential. Few things are 
as mentally therapeutic, spiritually renewing, 
nutritionally rewarding, or ecologically sound 
as planting a vegetable garden. If this isn't 
possible, build a relationship with someone in 
the "community-supported agriculture" move
ment-a local person with whom you can 
contract to keep you in fresh vegetables much 
of the year. Seek other ways to take small tasks 
back into your own hands. For instance, avoid 
automatic doors, unnecessary electronic appli 
ances, and hopping in the car to take a short 
trip to the store. There will be environmental 
as well as health benefits, and a sense of recon
necting with the basic routines of daily life. 

Granted, planting a garden may not sound 
subversive. Neither may the other simple actions 
and attitudes mentioned above. But think for a 
minute of the different life histories of a potato 
or tomato you grow and these same products as 
they show up at a fast food restaurant. The 
amount of water, energy, and chemicals it takes 
to grow them; how "imperfect" samples are 
dealt with; the different levels of equipment, 
storage facilities, packaging, and fossil fuels 
involved in handling and shipping; the amount 
of processing and the way the food is cooked 
and the effect this has on its nutritional content; 
the packaging and advertising that are part of 
marketing them to the public; the energy used in 
our getting to the restaurant; the lost opportu
nity for a meal around the family table; the 
per-unit cost of the final product (perhaps 10 
times more when eaten out), and the steward
ship questions this raises. Suddenly, to plant a 
tomato is to make a statement! And the end 
product may actually taste like its namesake. 

In a world like ours, with increasing trends 
toward conformity, dehumanization, and 
automation, these seemingly innocuous deeds 
and attitudes are very-nearly -radical steps. 
People around us will recognize them as 
counter-cultural and as marks of resistance
and thus as signs of life and hope. 

Indeed they can become guideposts for our 
neighbors . Many people feel caught up in things 
they believe to be beyond their control. They sense 
they are being betrayed by the empty promises of 

the world around them. To know someone whose 
love for God, for others, and for God's earth has 
caused them to choose another path may be just 
the sign of hope they have needed. Strengthened 
and supported, they too may begin to find the way 
to genuine fullness of life. 

"Resist the devil and he will flee from you." I'm 
not big on the devil, but I note that in this passage 
of James 4 the writer equates the demonic with 
our human inclination toward pride, greed, vio
lence, and war. This passage rightly asserts that 
these are troubling realities in our world. They will 
not go away with our wishful thinking or by simply 
pretending they are not for real. We must find 
ways to actively resist trends that are destructive to 
God's people and God's earth. 

And though we sometimes shy away from out
wardly demonstrating "another way of living," 
we might find that there are those around us who 
would be intrigued and attracted to such a wit
ness-just as people were to our Lord. 

As I walked down our front hallway during a 
break in a Saturday meeting at the offices some 
time back, I heard a knock on the front door. I 
could see a person through the glass panel, and 
went over to speak with her. As we talked 
through the glass-the door was locked-I 
learned that she had come to shop in our SERRV 
shop which, unbeknownst to her, had closed sev
eral months before. We arranged to meet at the 
back door, where I gave her a SERRV catalog. 

She began to inquire about our church, 
saying that she was attracted by our commit
ment to service and hadn't found other churches 
with similar principles. Not long after this, she 
showed up with her husband at our congrega
tion . They soon brought friends , and before long 
the whole bunch of them became members. 

We need not apologize for being out of step 
with some aspects of modern life. Indeed, as 
we walk this path, we are in good company, as 
it is the path walked by our Lord before us. We 
will find that our lives have a new rhythm, and 
perhaps that our words and ways are helping 
make needed changes in our world. And we 
soon may find ourselves joined by others who 
have been looking for just such a group of 
travelers that they themselves might join. 

Even though we may not be readily identifi
able in a crowd, if we resist the devilish ways of 
our world it won' t take others long to see 
that God is at work in our lives in strange, rr.l 
and surprisingly subversive, ways. i6i 

David Radc liff, a regular contribu tor t o M ESSE NGER, is di rect or of 

Brethren Witness for the Genera l Boa rd. 
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66 I think most Brethren would agree 
that we do have something special to 
offer to people searching for meaning and 
purpose in an increasingly hedonistic and 
materialistic society.,, 

Evangelism: Off the hook 

I found Wendy McFadden's October 
column of real interest, and I agreed 
with most of it. She expressed the 
ambivalence of the Brethren toward 
evangelism quite well, and her view 
that "evangelism isn't in the Brethren 
DNA" is a good one. 

But she lets the Brethren off too 
easily. Past failures are no excuse for 
present and future negligence. Every 

denomination has diversity, but we need 
not use that as an excuse to do nothing. 

She speaks of a "form of evangelism 
that unifies rather than divides us ." 
Brethren love to be intellectual and 
theological, and the church seems 
more concerned about what it means 
to "be Brethren" than what it means to 
be a Christian. 

There are plenty of models out there 
for proclaiming the word of God, and 
what the church needs to do is choose 

This day. 24 hours a day. 
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one and try, then choose another and 
try, and keep trying . Hospitality and 
relationship are aspects of evangelism, 
but it is not where the hard work is 
done. Unhappily, you give every con
gregation something to justify their 
inaction and indifference. Brethren can 
sit back and talk about hospitality and 
relationship, but they need to put their 
shoulder to the plow if they are to see 
any crops from the field of outreach. Or 
they can accept their fate as an increas
ingly marginalized church, living on 
past successes, sel~absorbed, and 
diminishing in influence and numbers. 

Brethren will continue to toss around 
the "concept" of evangelism at 
meetings and Annual Conferences, 
intellectualize it to death, and do noth
ing. That is not my idea of the Christian 
faith, of the church alive, of even disci
pleship. 

Ron Keener 
Gi lbert, Ariz. 

Evangelism: Hit the nail 

I'm writing to say Wendy McFadden's 
column on evangelism in the October 
issue really hit the nail on the head. I've 
never even envisioned it being said 
better. Thank you for so expressing it 
and being enough years as a Brethren 
to be in a position to voice the view. 

B.J. Murdock 
Fort Dodge, la. 

Evangelism: We don't invite 

Wendy McFadden's words in the 
October issue were both insightful and 
revealingly truthful on Brethren and 
evangelism. Having spent 28 years as 
founding pastor in two new church 
starts in Drexel Hill, Pa., in 1953, and 
Cape Coral, Fla., in 1976, I can speak 
from some of my own personal strug
gles as we worked at evangelism in 
those two distinctly different settings. It 
seems, as you suggest, that "it's as if 
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66 Unhappily, you give every congregation 
something to justify their inaction and 

indifference. Brethren can sit back and talk 
about hospitality and relationship, but they need 

to put their shoulder to the plow if they are to 
see any crops from the field of outreach. ,, 

evangelism isn't in the Brethren DNA." 
That was my feeling exactly. We 
seemed to feel more comfortable giving 
assistance to persons who were hurt
ing, and stopping there. So often I 
found myself, and most in those con
gregations, being "reluctant 
evangelists," being unwilling to talk 
about the Christ who motivated us to do 
the good things we did. We really were 
not, most of the time, invitational, invit
ing some of those same persons to 
become followers of Jesus Christ! 

I think most Brethren would agree 
that we do have something special to 
offer to people searching for meaning 
and purpose in an increasingly hedonis
tic and materialistic society. But how do 
we get out the word? Therein do we 
have great disagreement. But get out 
the word we must, if we are to be faith
ful to our Lord and our early Brethren 
pioneers, who at great personal sacri
fice but deep commitment to the Great 
Commission, went to China, Africa, 
India, Ecuador, and other places, to 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

"Do the Brethren really want to do 
evangelism?" Wendy asks. I wonder 
what would happen if 130,000 Brethren 
responded with a resounding "YES!" 
We might actually have a revival! 

Donald H. Shank, pastor 
High land Avenue Church of the Brethren 

Elgin, Ill . 

Evangelism: Teach Jesus 

The publisher has some interesting 
insights on evangelism, but few 

answers. To say evangelism "isn't in the 
Brethren DNA" may mean that in all 
reality it's more important to teach 
Brethren heritage, protocol, beliefs, and 
practices than to teach Jesus. We look 
for a program or technique that pleases 
everyone, and not finding it we pro
claim it must not be God's will. So let's 
have a sale and raise money, let's start a 
credit union, let's send out a mission
ary, anything but telling my neighbor 
about Jesus. 

True, "hospitality and relationship" are 
key aspects of church growth, but one 
can find them at the corner pub or local 
deli, and often find them with more glee 
and acceptance than the local church. 

The answer is found in the heart of the 
shepherd. When the shepherd has the 
heart for the lost sheep, he diligently 
teaches his flock to reach out. He sets 
the atmosphere for growth by the soul 
love he himself is experiencing from his 
Master. We can blame the building, the 
age of the saints, the denomination, etc. 
But if the shepherd is slinging rocks, 
death is more likely than life. As he 
allows his flock to know they are loved, 
cared for, and nurtured, they want to tell 
others about this Jesus fellow that their 
pastor is showing them about. 

Perhaps the time is at hand to lay 
down our programs and send all the 
wasted money instead to help those 
who need Jesus. We need to quit being 
so busy being someone in a faceless 
world, and use the time to talk to some 
about our Lord . 

Jim Powers, pastor 
Osceola Church of the Brethre n 

Osceola, M o. 

Evangelism: Renounce it 

Although I have not been a member of 
the Church of the Brethren for 30 years, 
my parents still subscribe to MESSENGER 
for me and I read it with interest. I am 
writing because of Wendy McFadden's 
October article on evangelism. 

What disappoints me most in the 
Church of the Brethren is the absence of 
a contemplative tradition . There is no 
instruction in meditation or emphasis 
on personal spiritual development. Cur
rently I find spiritual fulfillment as a Zen 
Buddhist and I am training to be a 
priest. 

Meditation does not devalue service, 
but is a good way to better develop the 
compassionate wisdom to be serviceful. 
It also helps a person to drop the barri
ers that perpetuate a sense of me/ you, 
which brings me to my main point. 
Evangelism is not service. It implies an 
arrogance toward your neighbor, "I 
know what is best for you," and it 
exhibits a lack of trust. It brings up the 
subject of faith. People who are not 
well-grounded in an abiding faith look 
outside of themselves to find fulfill
ment. This often takes the form of 
evangelism. 

There are two Zen phrases that come 
to mind. One is, "Trust in the unknown." 
The second is, "Not knowing is most 
intimate." I will not comment on these. 
They speak for themselves . 

There is much that is good about the 
Church of the Brethren: service, com
munity, and opposition to war. If, 
however, the church wants to reinvi g o
rate its membership, I hope it will 
renounce evangelism and seek more 
real, fulf i lling ways, such as meditation. 

Te rry Rothrock 
Yucca Va lley, Cal if. 

Displaced Brethren needs a home 

I am a displaced Brethren , about 35 t o 
40 miles from a Church of the 
Brethren congregation. In the past , 
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I have been very active in both local 

churches and the Southern Plains Dis

trict. Since moving to Tulsa, I have 

been feeling so alone. I have not been 

able to go to the nearest church 

because of health reasons, but I feel 

so incomplete. I have always taught 

Sunday school, churned out a 

newsletter, and even filled in at the 

pulpit when necessary. I have written 

since I was a preteen, but at this time, 

I seem to have no outlet. 

This really isn't a pity letter. I just 

want to know how I can feel useful to 

the denomination again. I serve the 

Lord, but I want to serve in the 

church, also. To become connected 

again, at this time in my life, would be 

wonderful. Can you advise me on 

what to do? 

CLASSIFIEDADS 

Susan Johnson 
Kiefer, Okla. 

dotnsue@aol. com 

Chaplain and Director of Religious Life: 
Department of College Life-Elizabethtown Col
lege invites applications and nominations for the 
position of Chaplain and Director of Religious 
Life. This is a full -time, 10-month position. 
Master's degree and/or Seminary training 
required; terminal degree desirable. Position 
available 8/01/01. For detailed information of 
responsibilities and instructions to apply visit 
our website. www.etown.edu/humanre
sources/opportunities.htm. Nancy Florey, Director 
of Human Resources, Elizabethtown College, One 
Alpha Drive, Elizabethtown, PA 17022. 

Christian Family Practice group is seeking a 
family physician and/or a physician exten
der (PA-C or RN-FNP} to join our growing 
practice. We are located in North Central Indi
ana, near Goshen. We provide obstetrics with 
many deliveries done at an Amish Birthing Center 
near Shipshewana. Opportunities for short- or 
long-term missions. Independently owned (six 
physicians & one PA) and committed to remain
ing sensitive to the needs of the local community. 
Option to buy in. Contact Steve Wendler, Admin
istrator, at Middlebury Family Physicians, PO Box 
459, Middlebury, IN 46540. Day telephone: 219-
825-2900 Evening: 219-825-7506. 

Messenger December 2000 

11 Whenever I hear the name Brethren, 
whether it be connected to our church or in 

song or other reference, it conveys a meaning 
of a group of people coming together with a 

common purpose. And our purpose as 
Brethren is to live, love, and serve the way 

the Lord has commanded us to.,, 

Like the name Brethren 

I guess I might be in the minority but I 

happen to like and embrace the name 

Church of the Brethren. Even though 

the Webster dictionary does refer to it 

as meaning "a group of men," it has 

never given me that impression. When

ever I hear the name Brethren, whether 

it be connected to our church or in song 

or other reference, it conveys a mean

ing of a group of people coming 

together with a common purpose. And 

our purpose as Brethren is to live, love, 

Executive Director for COBYS Family Services, 
an agency of the Atlantic Northeast District. Pro
grams include Foster Care, Adoption, Teen Mother 
and Child Group Home, Counseling and Parent Edu
cation. Graduate degree required; MSW preferred. 
Should have experience in the human service set
ting. Supervisory and/or administrative experience 
required. Send resume by December 31, 2000 to 
Search committee, COBYS Family Services, 1417 
Oregon Road, Leola, PA 17540. 

Job announcement. Iowa Peace Network, a peace 
and justice organization affiliated with the Brethren, 
Mennonite, Quaker and United Methodist churches, 
is seeking a full-time coordinator. Responsibilities 
include publishing Dovetail newsletter, program
ming, networking, and administration/fund-raising. 
Salary: $15,600 per year, plus a modest health 
stipend. EOE Job-sharing couples are encouraged 
to apply. Direct inquires to: Search Committee Russ 
Leckband, 1916 Bear Creek Road, Earlham, IA 50072. 
Applications due: November 27, 2000 or until posi
tion is filled. 

Travel with a purpose-TWO TOURS. (1) 
"CRADLE OF CIVILIZATION" Featuring-Cross
ing the Red Sea, St. Catherine Monastery on Mt. 
Sinai, Petra and the Holy Land. March 16-29, 2001 . 

and serve the way the Lord has com

manded us to. 

When I first came to the Manassas 

Church of the Brethren 19 years ago, 

one of the things I liked was the name. 

It portrayed to me a group of people 

that felt a deep commitment to Christ 

and to His people. My husband and I 

have raised our two children to be 

Brethren and I am proud when I tell 

people I belong to the Church of the 

Brethren. 

Susan C. Harris 
Manassas Church of the Breth ren 

Manassas, Va. 

(2) "ROYAL HOLIDAY" Featuring-The British 
Isles. Visiting: England, Scotland, Wales and Ire
land . July 24 -August 8, 2001 . Wendell and Joan 
Bohrer, 8520 Royal Meadow Drive, Indianapolis, IN 
46217. Tel/fax 317-882-5067. E-mail rdwboh@aol.com. 

Escape the cold, and come to the sun! You are 
invited to be a part of a large, enthusiastic Brethren 
congregation in Sebring, Florida, winter home to 
people of many denominations. We offer exciting 
worship services and a rich fellowship, and also an 
opportunity to participate in our Annual Bible Con
ference in January; golf outings; bus trips to local 
attractions. We can help you find accommodations, 
if necessary. Call 863-385-1597, or write Pastor Cecil 
Hess at 700 S. Pine St., Sebring, FL 33870. 

Linking caring Americans with needy children, 
their families and communities in the developing 
world. Western PA District COB Mission Program, 
with 20 years experience operating a child spon
sorship program, is now partnering with International 
Christian Aid supporting orphanages and child edu
cational programs in Honduras, Nicaragua and a 
developing program in India. We need you. For only 
$25 per month you can sponsor a child. For infor
mation contact International Christian Aid, 115 Spring 
Rd., Hollsopple, PA 15935 or phone 814-479-7963. 



This month 's Turning Poin ts 

includes all listings received prior to 

10/24/00 not previously published. 

New members 
Ambler, Pa.: Luke Bauerlein, 

ll ya Kononchuk 
Antioch , Rocky Mo unt, Va .: 

Jeff Callahan, Rochelle 
Ca ll ahan 

Bethany , Greenwood, Del.: 
Judy Nalley, Amy Jo Roberts, 
Kyle Roberts, Jacob Hochst 
edl er, Jonas Hochstedler, 
Rachel Macz is, Garrett 
Slater, Andrew Layton, Lori 
Williams, Mike Massey, 
Mary Massey 

Brandis, Sain t Thomas, Pa.: 
Lynn Frey, Mike Heckman , 
Benjamin Hostetter , Candy 
McCauley, Joshuah 
McCa uley, Cody Rh odes, 
Darwin Grove 

Broadfording, Hagerstown, 
Md.: Terry Ba ll am, Joan 
Ball am, Kevin Ballam, Dale 
Binkley, Rebecca Burkett, 
Phyl li s Carter, Betty 
Coursey, RaeAn n Ebersole, 
Kyle Graybi ll , Debra High, 
Kirk Mull en ix, Tam my 
Poper, Philena Powell , Sally 
Stephen 

Broadwater, Essex, Mo.: Cyn
thia Sanders, Cliff Jolliff, 
Charl otte Jo lliff 

Cabool , Mo.: Roger Schrock, 
Carolyn Schrock, Arnold 
Larson, Rossell e Rust, 
Jammie Russell , Lyn n 
Larson. 

Central, Roanoke, Va.: Taylor 
Bryant, Wendy Bryant, Tommy 
Bryant, Jr. , Brianna Gallatin, 
Harry Gallatin, Taylor Corn
wall, Dana Jamison 

Chiques, Manheim, Pa.: Natsha 
Shenk, Karen Weatherbi e, 
Chris Weatherbi e, Mar ian 
Brandt, Jam ie Shaffer, Dave 
Groff, Rosene Groff, John 
Hampton, Tracy Hampton, 
Jon Slothour, Jerry Long, 
Jason Sauder, Jessica 
Sauder, Charis Haldeman, 
Zachary Hos ler, Ashley Krei
der, Zachary Nowland 

Coventry, Pottstown, Pa. : Beth 
Bush, Ashley Randle 

Dupont, O hio: Mark Webb, Jeff 
Prowant, Kell i Prowant, 
JoEllen Fickel , Don McK
ibben, Jean McKibben 

Enders, Neb.: Joel Grosbach, 
Stephan ie Spady, Emily 
Spady 

Glade Valley, Walkersville, 
Md. : Dennis Hoffman, Lor 
raine Hoffm an 

Imperial Heights, Los Angeles, 
Calif.: Judy Patterson, Linda 
Patterson, Claiborne Patter
son, Janet Tyler, Norman 
Wilson 

Independence, Ka n .: Brian B. 
Bourbina, Jannett L. 
Bourbi na, Martha J. Burns, 
Terry A. Burns , Arlene 
Newton 

Markle, Ind .: Shanna Lipp, 
Jennifer O ' Reill y 

Panther Creek, Roanoke, Ill. : 
Stacy Baize Yordy 

Plea sant Dale, Decatur, Ind.: 
Kathy Smith 

Rayman, Friedens, Pa.: Gary 
Baumgardner, Amy Baum
gardner, Josie Baumgardner, 
Jil l Baumgardner, Mike 
Berkeb il e, Debbie Berkebile, 
Li sa Berkebile, j ennifer 
Wa ronek, Elwood Yoder, 
Sherry Yoder, Joe Yoder, 
Annette Yoder, Church 
Ma hon, Ruth Mahon , 
Chuckie Mahon, Tom 
Fitzgerald , Carol Fitzgerald, 
Tom Shepherd , Tonya Shep
herd 

Ridge, Sh ip pensburg, Pa.: Jeff 
Shughart, Betsy Shughart , 
Ka ren Goss, Timothy Clark, 
Kelly Clark, Jodi Helm, Joey 
Smith, Beth Smith, Terry 
Jones, Ang ie Jones, Paul 
Aikman 

Sugar Ridge, Custer, Mich.: 
Angie Mickevich 

Trinity, Blountvill e, Tenn.: 
Larry Fritts, Betsy Fritts, 
Geoffrey Fr itts, Jeremy 
Fri tts, Ernest Hyde, Anna 
H yde, Pete Roudebush, 
Ma rtha Roudebush 

West Milton, Ohio: Angela 
Wi nterbotham, Ph illi p 
DeAngulo, Brian Niswonger 

Wedding 
anniversaries 
Becker, Raymond and Flo

rence, Troy, O hio, 60 
Burton, Leo and Ju ne , 

Roanoke, Va ., 50 
Check, Ea rl and Mary , Sebring, 

Fla. , 60 
Floyd, Dick and Ju anita, 

Roanoke, Va ., 60 
Foor, J. Cliffo rd and Naomi, 

Curryvill e, Pa., 55 
Fyock, Wa yne and joy, Wind

ber, Pa ., 50 
Garst, Paul and Dori s, 

Roanoke, Va., 50 
Gomis , Paul and Helen, Des 

Moines, Iowa, 50 
Gottshall , Dick and Dottie, 

Roanoke, Va., 55 
Hamilton, David and Velma, 

Virden , 111., 72 
Heisey, Sam and Dorothy, Lan 

caster , Pa., 60 
Holtry, Bruce and Naomi , 

Shippensburg, Pa., 50 
Hoover, Charl es and Eli zabeth , 

Goshen, Ind., 55 
Kepler, Don and Ruth , Pits

burg, Ohio, 50 
Koons , Carroll and Vera , Des 

Moines, Iowa, 50 
Lein inger, No rman and Mae , 

Manheim, Pa., 70 
McKinstry, Frank and Mabel, 

Sebring, Fla ., 55 
Muck, Charles and Mary, Way

nesboro, Pa ., 60 
Nelson , Gerald and Rosella, 

Sebring, Fla. , 60 
Pfierman, Floyd and Rebekah, 

Garrett, Ind ., 60 
Riner, Aubrey & Frances, 

Fayettevill e, W.Va., 50 
Schell , Delmer and Eil een, 

Scherr, W.Va ., 50 
Shenk, Layser and Eli zabeth, 

Manheim, Pa. , 60 

TURNING POINTS 
Townsend, George and Evelyn, 

Des Moines , Iowa, 65 
Weldy, Dale and AnnaBelle, 

Elkhart, Ind. , 50 

Deaths 
Bahr, llah Mae , 73, Copemish, 

Mich. , Sept. 12 
Bickel , Harry H., 85, 

Pottstown, Pa., July 9 
Brightbill, Hiram J., 92, 

Cleona, Pa. , Oct. 14 
Brubaker, Joyce , 76, La Verne, 

Calif., Aug. 3 
Brumbaugh, Averie E., 94, 

Ken t, Ohio, Oct. 8 
Bucher, Es ther, 9 1, Palmyra, 

Pa ., Oct. 12 
Buirley, Cliff, 82, Troy, Ohio, 

Sept. 2 1 
Clague, Ju anita "Pat" Simmons, 

72, Harrisonburg, Va. , 
Sept. 21 

Clemens , Mati lda, 80, Hatfield , 
Pa., Jul y 18 

Clinefelter, Ralph, 88, West 
Milton, Ohio, Feb. 6 

Cost, Elsie, 91 , Troy, Ohio, 
Sept. 24 

Davidson , Stephen Dale, 51, 
Virden , lll ., Aug. 2 

Davis , Jan ice, 4 7, Gray , Tenn. , 
March 24 

Deardorff, Dollie, 95, Flora, 
Ind. , July 27 

Deeter, Bi ll , 94, Greenvill e, 
Ohio, Aug. 15 

Dellinger, Forrest Owe n, 78, 
Mou nt Jackson, Va. , Aug. 23 

Douglas , Artemisa, 92, John 
son City, Tenn ., March I 

Driver, Ethel, 83, Staunton, 
Va. , Sept. 5 

Eaton, Evelyn Kn opp, 90, Har
risonburg, Va., Sept. 2 1 

Ferguson , Earl , 83, Tucson, 
Ariz., Sept. 10 

Fifer, William Edward, 88, 
Mo un t Solon, Va., Sept. 3 

Finkbiner, Winfield, 89, 
Lebanon, Pa ., Aug. 13 

Flora , Russell , j r. , 72 , Tipp 
City, Ohio, Sept. 4 

Ford , James , 98, McPherson, 
Kan. , Oct. 14 

Foust, Alice K. , 79, New 
Oxford , Pa ., Aug. 15 

Fox, Kirby Luther, Jr., 68, 
Stanley, Va. , Sept. 4 

Gahagan, Harry, Chambers
burg, Pa., Sept. 15 

Gettel , Robert, 84, Shippens
burg, Pa. , Jul y 3 1 

Gift, Ti ll ie, 86, Waynes boro , 
Pa. , Ap ri l 16 

Glenn , Ann e, 65, Waynesboro, 
Pa. , Aug. 22 

Good, George, 63 , Prescott, 
Mich ., Aug. 4 

Good, Sam uel C., 73, Har 
ri sonburg , Va. , Aug. 23 

Grant, Mabel, 83, Roanoke, 
Va., May 6 

Green , Shelby, 73, Boones 
Mill , Va. , Sept. 16 

Hanley, Carrie, 9 1, Ogden, 
Iowa, Oct. I 7 

Heishman, Nettie Virginia , 93, 
Strasburg, Va. , Aug. 3 

Hershberger, Neva, 87, 
Davidsville, Pa. , Sept. 7 

Hoover, Vergie Stoneburner, 
I 02 , Woodstock, Va ., 

Sept. 11 
Hutts , Ernelyn , 86, Roanoke, 

Va., Feb. 12 
James , Violet, 86, Roanoke, 

Va., Aug. 12 
LaSalle, Carol Ann , 66, Baker, 

W.Va. , Aug. 22 
Layman, Mervyl A. , 85 , Har

ri sonburg, Va., Oct. 5 
Lininger, Blanche, I 04, La 

Verne , Calif. , Sept. 28 
Linn, Grace, 74 , Shippensburg, 

Pa ., June 23 
Lutz , Russell, 93, Greenville, 

Ohio, Oct. 4 
McKee, Verda , 80, Dayton, 

Ohio, Aug. I 7 
Meador, Mary, 88, Roanoke, 

Va. Aug. 6 
Mentzer, Buford, 72 , Waynes

boro, Pa., Feb . 8 
Miller, Ava, 81, Roanoke, Va., 

Sept. 28 
Miller, Harvey, Jr. , 82 , Smiths

burg, Md., Oct. 3 
Nunemaker, Bernadette, 61, 

May 30 
Pentz , Betty, 73, Waynesboro, 

Pa ., July 28 
Rotruck, Dorsey, 92, McPher 

son, Kan. , Oct. 3 
Royer, Robert H., 82, Carlis le, 

Pa ., Sept. 20 
Ruckman, Charles Wr ight, 77, 

Mathias, W.Va. , Sept. 18 
Schnepp, Elsie, 82, Beave rton, 

Mich., Sept. 23 
See , Roland Craig, 47 , Peters

burg, W.Va ., Sept. 17 
Shade, Peggy, 6 1, Waynesboro, 

Pa., July I 0 
Shaffer, Margaret E., 82, 

Ches ter Springs , Pa., 
Aug. 28 

Spangler, Mildred, 78, Waynes 
boro, Pa. , Aug. 7 

Steigerwalt, Lois G. , 89, As h
land , Ohio, Oct. I 0 

Weagley, Mary, 77, Feb. 18 

Ordinations 
Blough , Leste r Junior, Sept. 

24 , Syracuse, Ind. 
Burk, Kell y, Oct. 8, Westmin

ster, Md. 
Cary, jack Lee, Sept . 17, Osce

ola, Ind. 
Collins , John Wayne, Sept. 24, 

First, Pulaski, Va. 
Ober, Barbara, Sept. 10, Live 

Oak, Cali f. 
Spry, Charl es Gregory, Sept. 

10, Union, Plymouth , Ind . 

Pastoral 
placement 
Beasley, Sterling Ray, to pastor, 

Fostoria, Ohio, April 30 
Bendes, Mark Steven, from 

pasto r, Sala monie, Warren, 
Ind. , to pastor , Somerset, 
Pa. , Oct. I 

Betz, Russell Warren, from 
pas tor, Fi rst, Phoen ix, Ariz., 
to pastor , Waterfo rd, Calif. , 
Oct. 22 

Burk, Kelly, from associate 
pastor to pas tor , Ri chmond, 
Ind. , Oct. 15 

Christophel , Sandford j ., from 
pastor, Bradford, Ohio, to 

pastor, Coventry, Pottstown, 
Pa. , Oct. I 

Deardorff, Timothy J., to 
pastor, Pyrmon t, Delph i, 
Ind. , Sept. 1 

Den Hartog, Benson, to pasto r, 
Worthington , Reading , 
Minn. , Aug . 15 

Doss, Martin Clay, from pastor, 
Blue Ridge, Va., to pastor, 
Fairview, Mount Clinton, 
Harrisonburg, Va., Oct. I 

Gehr, G. Douglas, from pastor, 
Uniontown, Pa. , to pastor, 
Pottstown, Pa ., Oct. 19 

Hammond, Todd , from pastor, 
Waynesboro, Va., to pastor 
for special mini stries, Oak
land , Bradford, Ohio, Sept. 5 

Hayhurst William E. , from 
interim pasto r to pastor, 
Hopewell, Va ., April 16 

Hileman, Michael C. , to associ
ate pastor, Kent, O hio, April 
30 

Hurst , Thomas E., fro m execu
tive director, O n Earth Peace 
Assembly, New Windsor, 
Md. , to pastor, Downsville, 
Williamsport, Md ., Oct. 2 

Longenecker, David L. , from 
associate distri ct executive, 
Atlantic Northeast District, 
to pastor, Myerstown , Pa ., 
Sept. I 

Murphy, Granvill e, to associa te 
pastor, New Hope, Seymou r, 
Ind ., Sept. I 

Norris , Vic tor S. , from pastor, 
Center Hill , Kittann ing, Pa. 
to pastor, Shippensburg, Pa., 
Sept. 24 

Paterson, Harry j., to pastor, 
Longmeadow, Hagerstown, 
Md., Oct. I 

Pennington , R. Wayne, from 
interim pastor to pasto r, 
Bethel, Arrington, Va. , Ju ly 2 

Remillet, Charles, to pastor , 
Buffalo, Ind. , Ma rch 19 

Roop, Calvin M. , from pastor, 
Vall ey Pike, Maurertown, Va. 
to pastor, Schuylkill , Pine 
Grove, Pa ., Sept. I 

Sgro , John A., II, from pas tor 
of special ministr ies, 
Sebring, Fla. , to youth 
pastor, Pleasan t Dale, 
Decatur, Ind. , June 4 

Shively, Jonathan Adin , from 
pastor, Pomona Fellowship, 
Pomona, Calif. to director, 
Brethren Academy, Ri ch
mond , Ind. , Sept. I 

Simmons, Keith , from pas tor, 
Bethlehem, Boones Mi ll , Va., 
to pastor, Agape, Fort 
Wayne, Ind. , Oct. I 

Starkey, Earl Patrick, to pastor, 
Ninth Street, Roanoke, Va., 
Sept. 1 

Wagenaar, Ma rlene, to minister 
of Chri stian nu rture, South 
Waterloo, Waterl oo, Iowa, 
Sept. 1 
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EDITORIAL■ 

Mystery at Seneca Rocks 

I made my 
way south 

through 
glorious hil ls, 

the trees in 
muted colors, 

now two 
weeks past 

their autumn 
prime. 

I looked down 
on valleys 
filled with 

fog like 
cream soup, 
while steam 

rose from 
mountain 

lakes warmed 
by the 

morning. 

M y mystical journey to West Virginia began 
two years ago in a shop that sells old 
postcards in the Haight-Ashbury district 

of San Francisco. There I was drawn to a card with 
an old tinted picture of forested slopes and a big rock 
formation. On the back was a place for a one-cent 
stamp and the legend, "Seneca Rocks, 900 feet high, 
on US Route 5, near Elkins, W.Va." I bought it. 

At home I consulted the Yearbook and was 
delighted to find there is a Church of the Brethren 
congregation at Elkins, knowledge I filed away, 
hoping for a further connection sometime. Then 
this year I volunteered for the project organized by 
the General Board's Office of Ministry to send staff 
members into districts to listen to pastors' concerns. 
I was asked if I wanted to go to West Marva Dis
trict. Eyeing my old postcard, I said of course. 

A lifelong flatlander, I had never been to this 
part of the country, whose late-October beauty 
captivated me. From Cumberland, Md., fellow 
General Board staffer Lester Boleyn and I set out 
in his pickup across the Potomac River and back, 
winding through hills and hollers to three gather
ings of pastors that weekend. Surely God would 
never want to flatten this place, but it must have 
been in reference to Allegheny topography that 
Isaiah wrote of God's power to transform: 

"Every valley shall be lifted up, and every moun
tain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed" (Isa. 40:4,5). 

Listening to pastors in the West Marva District 
convinced me they must have deep faith to keep 
going in an idolatrous world. We asked the pastors 
what discourages them. Not surprisingly, it is when 
people in their congregations "don' t come through. " 
They become discouraged when young adults drift 

· away, when members backslide, or when school 
sports take priority over church events. 

What encourages them? It is when their people 
"get it." Seeing lives transformed by faith makes 
their vocation worthwhile . Helping people come to 
Christ gives them energy. Watching a congrega
tion capture a vision is exciting. Calling people to 
the ministry renews pastors . 

There were no contentious issues in these discus
sions, no theological disagreements aired or criticisms 
offered. It was as though we were all in this predica
ment together, trying to lead people to Christ, happy 
when they get there, disappointed when they don't. 

"All people are grass," writes Isaiah (40:6 -8), 
"their constancy is like the flower of the field. The 
grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of 
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our God will stand forever." 
At one stop, a church member asked about the 

denomination's position on ordination of homosexu
als. I merely provided the answer sought, without 
getting into my views on the subject, which may have 
differed, at least on the surface, from the views of the 
person asking the question. Had we had a chance to 
get to know each other, we may have learned we 
share a common concern for how homosexual Chris 
tians are welcomed info the body of Christ, or how 
homosexual members of our own families are treated 
by a hostile world. Whole denominations are fighting 
to resolve issues of homosexuality, getting nowhere 
while positions harden. There are times to leave big 
issues in God's hands, while we build relationships 
that will help us to spread the love of Christ. 

Sunday I made my way south through glorious 
hills, the trees in muted colors , now two weeks 
past their autumn prime. I looked down on valleys 
filled with fog like cream soup, while steam rose 
from mountain lakes warmed by the morning. 
Inside the Church of the Brethren in Elkins, W. 
Va. , I was welcomed like family. After church I 
showed around the postcard that brought me here. 
"Oh yes, Seneca Rocks. Part of the formation fell 
down a few years ago." I got directions and a kind 
lady led me to the right highway at the edge of 
town. Thirty miles east I came upon the pic 
turesque Onego Church of the Brethren, where 
sheep grazed a pasture next to the church parking 
lot, still filled with cars after noon. Another mile, 
and there, looming before me, were the 900 -foot 
sandstone pinnacles of Seneca Rocks . 

Inside the visitor center I learned the story of its 
formation 200 million years ago, and the legend of the 
Indian princess Snowbird, who challenged suitors to 
follow her to the top, the one who made it winning her 
hand. I was intrigued by a more recent event. In Octo
ber 1987 a 20-ton, 30-foot-high formation known as 
Chimney Rock, a familiar feature of the Seneca Rocks 
skyline, fell down, smashing into a million pieces. 

Before leaving the visitor center I bought a new 
postcard to go with my old one, which I pulled out and 
showed to the uniformed guide who waited on me. 

He studied the picture. "Interesting," he said. 
"Chimney Rock isn't there." I looked and he was 
right. The 30-foot formation that fell down in 
1987 wasn' t where it should have been in the pic
ture from long before then. I can' t explain it, 
except to read again from Isaiah 40 : 

"Have you not known? Have you not heard? The 
Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends 
of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; His 
understanding is unsearchable."-FLETCHER FARRAR 
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Because He cared 

Because you cared 

fiood Christian Friends 'Rtjoice! with heart and soul and voice! 

Now ye hear of endless bliss;Jesus Christ was born for this! 

J-{e has opened heaven~ door, and we are blesld for evermore. 

Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 

fiood Brethren Friends) 'Rtjoice! with heart and soul and voice! 

ltorJcwlve done this year is this: Jed and preached and tears we ki!,sed. 

Care has opened our hearts mort; and we are happy to the core. 

Ji¼ were born for this! Ji¼ were born for this! 

CJ'hanlYou! 
From the Church of the Brethren General Board and those we minister with and to, 

Your prayers and support this year mean more than you ever dared dream or imagine. 

Jlierry Christmas 
Christ be with you today and always Amen. 




