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amp Woodland Altars, in southwestern Ohio, is a recreational
and educational camp serving schools, churches, families, and
other groups. Over fifty Church of the Brethren congregations
support the work of the camp.

C

People of all ages and faiths have been coming to this thickly
forested 450-acre camp for more than 35 years - in part for the
serenity and peacefulness that places of natural beauty provide.
That serenity was shattered on Tuesday evening, November 9, 1999.
Burglars entered the grounds under cover of night and stole camp
equipment worth thousands of dollars. They left with expensive
tools, generators, horse saddles, a six-wheel all-terrain John Deere
Gator, and a 1985 Chevy pickup.
Camp Maintenance Director, Charlie Little, discovered the loss and
had the sheriff and Mutual Aid Association notified. Some of the
stolen tools are needed every day to keep the camp operating. MAA
responded promptly and sent a check overnight that allowed the
camp to buy essential items. According to camp officials, Mutual
Aid Association's fast action enabled their camp to stay open.
The faithful old Chevy truck was found abandoned within a few
days. However, law enforcement officials have so far been unable to
find any productive leads. But Camp Woodland Altars has long since
replaced its tools, its John Deere Gator, and its saddles so that its
guests can once again fully enjoy the camp's beauty and serenity.

n some ways Steve Flora of Sawyer, Kansas, was lucky.
Miraculously, the gasoline cans in his shop didn't explode
and the 20-gallon propane tank didn't become a bomb. The
wood-frame barn next to his 40-foot by 72-foot metal building
didn't catch fire . Nor did his nearby house. But Steve Flora's
business was a total loss. In the middle of the night, when Steve,
a volunteer fireman, awoke and saw his life's work going up in
flames, he sped to the local fire station, opened the doors, and
started the engines on the fire trucks so they would be ready to
roll when the other firefighters arrived.

I

Steve's business consisted of sales and service for lawnmowers,
trimmers, chainsaws, and the like. Despite the good efforts of the
Sawyer firefighters the building was completely destroyed. What
was left after the fire on Friday morning, April 30, 1999, had to
be torn down. But by Tuesday morning things were looking up .
A team from Mutual Aid Association arrived from Abilene with
a check in hand to cover rebuilding. Steve's Mutual Aid
Association fire policy covered the business, and his MAA
liability policy covered the damage to customer-owned
equipment. Team members pitched in to help sort through the
debris. They got their hands dirty to lift Steve's spirits and to
begin the healing as well as the rebuilding. In just five months,
Steve had a new home for his business.
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10 Annual Conference 2000
Coverage of the Kansas City Annual Conference includes
news of business and elections, compiled by News Service manager Walt Wiltschek and his Conference team of
writers, named on page 10. In addition we feature special articles on other subjects. Ed Poling writes a profile
of the Conference delegates (p. 10). Erin Matteson
covers music and worship (p. 14). Tavia Ervin contributes
an essay on Conference conversations (p.16). Edd ie
Edmonds reports on children's activities (p. 18). Fletcher
Farrar writes about notable speeches (p. 20).

This month's cover features photos by Kendra Flory, a
Ministry Summer Service intern in the Brethren Press
Communications Office who also served as lead photog rapher for this year's Annual Conference. Flory, from
McPherson, Kan., will be finishing up
studies at Bridgewater (Va.) College this
fall and then expects to enter Brethren
Volunteer Service. She has assisted with
Agenda, Newsline, Messenger, the web site, and other communications outlets
this summer.

Insert: A theme of grace
Her Annual Conference photos show,
clockwise from top left: people wait-

"How Wondrous the Grace" is the theme of this year's
General Board annual report, included as a supplement to
Messenger. In addressing its partners who are both partakers and dispense rs of God's grace, the report is in a
largely pictorial format. But note, too, how the text attests
to the many facets of grace at work within the church.
Review especial ly the fresh interpretation of financial data
on pages 14-15. The report was prepared and written by
Howard Royer, General Board staff for interpretation .

ing to speak to the query on "Personal
Evangelism and Church Growth" during
business sessions; 2000 Conference
moderator Emily Mumma sharing her
"fuzzies" of love; conferencegoers joining in the motions of
a drama during Monday evening worship; and the flowing
movements of interpretive dancer Sally Carlson Crowell, a
member of Washington City Church of the Brethren, Washington, D.C., in the Wednesday morning closing worship
service.

22 Keepers of histories
For the past 64 years, the Brethren Historical Library and
Archives has been keeping the Brethren faith heritage alive
by serving as a repository for documents of the church's
past as wel l as library of nearly 9,000 volumes. Learn here
w hat is available and how you might use it. And meet Ken
Shaffer, the 12-year veteran director of BHLA.
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FROM THE PUBLISHER
r Annua l Conference in Kansas City, our family headed out to
ncounter the Southwest. Our visits to the Grand Canyon, Zion Canyon,
and Bryce Canyon turned out to be a memorable course of study,

as we absorbed the five million-year geological history of the Colorado
Plateau. While I've traveled in almost all of the 50 states and have seen places of
great beauty, nothing compares to this area. The passage of time engraved on the
canyon walls and the incomprehensible scale of the rock formations demand a certain humility from the tiny humans who come to observe this grandeur.
While at the Grand Canyon, the bottom step in the "Grand Staircase" of
this plateau, I noticed two small signs on old buildings. One was at the westernmost point we could visit, and the other was at the easternmost. Both were
verses from the Psalms. How appropriate the Psalms seem when standing on the
rim of God's handiwork.
I noticed also that the eastern site offered three gift shops, each with a different focus. I must confess that, in this final stop in the park, our family spent more
time in gift shops than gazing at the canyon. The national parks apparently have
learned to navigate today's marketing-saturated environment.
While we have now seen the Grand Canyon, I'm fully aware that we have not
truly experienced the Grand Canyon. We have viewed it from a safe vantage point,
seen it in IMAX format, read about it, photographed it. But we have not hiked to
the bottom, nor have we rafted the Colorado River. The writings of the early
explorers of this natural wonder carry the passion and awe of those who have been
more than tourists.
The Psalmist writes about God in the same way. He writes as one who has
experienced both heights and depths, who has ventured into the wilds. Through it
all he could say, "Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot
be moved, but abides forever. As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord
surrounds his people, from this time on and forevermore" (Psa. 125:1-2).
At Annual Conference we come together to give substance to our commitment
to community. We gather at sunrise for the panoramic view, we share our different
experiences traversing the trails, we act as guides for one another. We listen to the
ranger talks, buy trail maps, and take in plenty of food and water. And we do the
same in our smaller communities back home.
But at some point we each decide wh~ther to remain admirers of the view or to
enter the canyon. I hope my sisters and brothers continually compel me to be an
explorer, not just a spiritual tourist.
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IN TOUCH
The family of
God in black
and white

Gary Osborne in his garden.

A steward and his
spirituality of daylilies
The names of his varieties help explain
why it is a religious experience for Gary
Osborne to spend hours among the
daylilies in his garden. They include
Agape Love, Amazing Grace, Damascus
Road, God is Listening, Gentle Shepherd,
and Pray for Peace.
Gary and his wife, Carol, are the owners of Glebe
Hill Gardens in Daleville, Va. Tending over 1,000 varieties
of daylilies, 500 varieties of hostas, 75 varieties of ornamental
grasses, 75 different conifers, and a water garden may seem like
a lot of work. But after being a high school coach for 13 years and a
stockbroker for 28, Gary is content to spend time working with these
beautiful plants.
Gary's mother specialized in growing daylilies and irises; his father
grew dahlias. Aunts and uncles owned greenhouses and raised bedding
plants. So it is appropriate that Gary would spend over 30 years-the
last 13 at his Glebe Hill home-cultivating these lovely flowers.
"It's great to be outside and listen to the sounds of nature," he
says. "Others in my office used to work long hours. I would leave work
and hurry home to work with my plants. Gardening is a part of my spirituality."
Each year more than 1,000 people visit during a three-week open
house. Church groups, garden clubs, and seniors groups spend hours
walking through the beautiful gardens and sensing the calmness and
peace of their sur roundings.
When not tending his garden, Gary, a Bridgewater College alumnus, serves on various committees focused on funding. He has also
been chair of the church board and associate moderator at Williamson
Road Church of the Brethren, Roanoke, Va., and is currently a trustee.
Whether financial or horticultural, stewardship is a lifestyle for Gary
Osborne.-Julie M. Hostetter

On May 7, 2000, the
Mount Pleasant
church, North Canton,
Ohio, visited the Love
Center Interdenominational Church in
Cleveland for a joint
afternoon worship
service.
The Love Center
Church will be visiting
Mount Pleasant on
October 15 for a reciprocal experience. The
two congregations
worshiped
;/
together once
before at Mount
Pleasant.
Pastor Reid
Firestone from
Mount Pleasant (an
entirely white, suburban/ rural
congregation) had
met Elder Paul Carrington from Love
Center (an inner-city

1/'

black congregation) in
1997, while Reid was
interim pastor at the
Brook Park, Ohio,
congregation in suburban Cleveland. It
was an "instant
match" as these two
brothers in Christ
became immediate
friends. They both
recognize that culture
and race need not be
segregating factors,
especially in the
family of God.
The congregations
enjoy uniting in worship and fellowship,
and plan to continue
this shared relationship on an ongoing
basis.

Breaking down racial
and cultural barriers.
Members of Mount
Pleasant church begin
an ongoing relationship
with an inner-city
church in Cleveland.
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N igerian churchman,
educator, songwriter dies
Jabani P. Mambula, who died Jan. 18 in Ma iduguri, Nigeria,
was one of the prominent sons of the Church of the Brethren in
Nigeria. More than 10,000 people from different walks of life
were in attendance to say their final final farewell to him. A
seven-day, 24-hour wake
keeping praise and worship
was also held in his honor.
The final stage of the celebration was a packed
Sunday morning worship at
the EVN LCC in Maiduguri
and Lassa EVN Church.
Mambula is known for the
30 Christian songs he composed, one of which is number
351, "Our Father who art in
heaven" in Hymnal: A Worship
Book. He was one of the 12
founding members of the EVN
Church in Maiduguri, which
began in his house in 1979.
That Maiduguri church now
has many branches across
Nigeria with nearly 12,000
members.
Jabani Mambula was
ordained in 1968 with the
Church of the Brethren in
Nigeria (EVN). Between
1979 and 1999, Mambula
served in many offices,
including as trustee of
Northern Nigerian Educational
Advisory Board, and
Jabani P. Mambula
national executive
member of the Christian Association of Nigeria.
Mambula held educational, political, and government
positions in Nigeria and has the traditional title of the
Makama of Uba in the Margiland. He was the first indigenous principal of Waka Teachers Tra i ning College after the
Church of the Brethren mission handed over schools
administration to Nigeria.
At the time of his death, Mam bu la was completing a
doctoral program in missions from Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena , Calif. He is survived by a wife, Martha,
and eight children, among whom is Dr. Charles J . Mambula,
a college professor in Massachusetts and a 1983 alumnus
of Manchester College.

■
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Back to school
reminder:
Remembe r you r
co ll ege studen ts
The Antioch Church of
the Brethren, Rocky
Mount, Va ., has tried to
remember our college
students in a variety of
ways . College
addresses with e-mail
are listed in our congregational directory
and we try to remember them with notes.
In the fall (about
exam time) we send
them each a care package with cookies,
snacks, and a variety
of other goodies. We
have offered to send
them a daily devotional guide if they

des i re, and they
receive our newsletter
monthly. In the spring
we remember them
with fast food gift certificates. We have
recently started a posthigh/college Sunday
school class for the
summer.
We as pastors have
visited Bridgewater
College and Virginia
Tech for a meal with
our studen t s there,
and we hosted a meal
here at Rocky Mount
for those st udents in
local colleges. We are
inte r ested in hearing
what may work for
other cong regations
as they support their
college students.
-Melvin and Lisa Fike

BVS Unit 239 Orientation-Front row, from left: Sue Grubb (staff); Joy Yoder,
from Churchvil le, Va., assigned to Asia Pacific Center, Washington, D.C.; Tracy
Stoddart (staff); Mandy Shull, from North Manchester, Ind., serving Oakland
(Calif.) Catholic Worker House; Carrie We ll er, from Girard, Ill., serving Bread and
Roses Catho lic Worker House, Olympia, Wash. Back row: Hope Woodard, from
Roanoke, Va ., serving San Antonio Catholic Worker House, San Antonio, Tex.;
Sue Markey, from York, Pa., serving Mechanicsburg (Pa.) Church of the
Brethren; Peter Busch, from Berlin, Germany, serving Casa de Esperanza de los
Ninos, Houston, Tex.; Luke Croushorn, from Nokesville, Va ., serving Youth and
Young Adult Ministries, Elgin, Ill.; Marc Rittle, from Elgin, Ill., serving Church of
the Brethren Washington Office; Monica Ardelean, from Chalfont, Pa., serving
Casa de Esperanza de los Ninos, Houston, Tex., Brett Shull, serving Oakland
(Ca lif .) Catholic Worker House; Andrew Sampson, from Forest, Ohio, serving
Camp Myrtlewood, Myrtle Point, Ore.; Masashi lmura, from Hiroshima, Japan,
serving Cafe 458, Atlanta, Ga.

MILESTONES
Violet Phillips, left, and Helen Mitchell, with
their double-size "crazy" quilt made of scraps.

Friends and feed sacks work
together for good
Violet Phillips and Helen Mitchell met many years
ago at a sewing factory in Harrisonburg, Va. Over
the years Violet sewed many pieces of clothing
for her family with material from printed feed
sacks. She saved all the leftover pieces.
Inspired by a museum exhibit of quilts made from
feed sacks, Violet and Helen began piecing quilts
from the old feed sack pieces. The women and their
husbands, all members of the Bethel-Keezletown
Church of the Brethren, Keezletown, Va ., began
going to flea markets in search of more feed sacks.
Helen used scraps to make two "crazy" quilts,
which were purchased for $1,000. The money was
donated to the building fund, which will pay for an
addition and indoor bathrooms at the Bethel church.
The purchaser donated one of the quilts to the Virginia Quilt Museum in Harrisonburg, Va., and the
other to the Rockingham Historical Society in Dayton, Va., where it is on display. -Janet Baugher Downs

Fraternity church
celebrates 225 years

Fraternity Church of
the Brethren, WinstonSalem, N.C., is making
plans to celebrate its
225th anniversary
with a homecoming
Sept. 23 and 24.
The church grew out
of a group of German
Baptist "Dunkard"

Brethren who
migrated to Forsyth
County, N.C., from
Pennsylvania in the
late 1700s. The first
documented baptism
took place in August
1775, and an organized Brethren
fellowship has existed
continuously there
since then.

At the homecoming, former pastors
Hal Sonafrank, Bob
Jones, Cecil Fike, Paul
White, and Jesse
Pittman will help with
the worship services.
Activities will include
planting a tree, burying a time capsule,
singing, eating, and
releasing balloons.
-Eva Hammaker

Fraternity Church of the Brethren
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General Board meets
prior to Conference
The General Board and its executive committee held meeti ngs
in Kansas City the week prior to
Annual Conference, focus ing on
the theme of be ing "God's
beloved ."
Board members heard
updates on Korea , a bylaws
revision process, J2K, Brethren
Press, and other topics. It also
received several reports ,
including a detailed look at
finances from the Centralized
Resources staff. They painted a
picture of a strong current
financial picture but warned of
challenges for the future as
costs increase. The board
approved 2001 budget parameters of about $5.7 million.
The board also approved
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Ge neral Board chai r Mary Jo Flory-Steury and executive
direct or Ju dy Mills Reimer exchange embraces w i th departing
staff members Ron and Harriet Finn e y after hea ring a citation
re ad for them.
signing on to the National
Council of Churches' Eco-Justice Working Group's Clean Air
Resolution, w ith a call for the
Church of the Brethren to take a
lead in issues like these and to
continue making available
resources from the Brethren
Witness office.
The meetings concluded
with citations to departing
staff members Loyce

Nigerian Bethany student
speaks to many churches
Patrick Bugu, Bethany
st udent from Nigeria,
visits w ith Wen dell and
Joan Boh re r at the
hospitality booth at
Annual Conference.

Nigerian church leader Patric k Bugu has had an
interesting summer during his break from studies at Bethany Theological Seminary.
Bugu, who has served as a pasto r and sem inary librarian in the Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria
(the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria), has been
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Borgmann, Linda McCauliff,
and Ron and Harriet Finney,
and for six
retiring General Board mem bers. The board later
reorganized during Conference, calling Mary Jo
Flory-Steury (chair), Don
Parker (vice-chair), David
Miller, Marty Barlow, Christy
Waltersdorff, and Warren Esh bach to the executive

studying at Bethany through funding from the
seminary and the Church of the Brethren General
Board . This summer the two agencies sent him
across the denomination to talk about his home.
"I have enjoyed the fellowship of every
church," Bugu said during a stop in Virginia.
"We have shared our different cultural experiences, and people are interested in knowing
about the EVN. People are happy to hear of the
growth of the church in Nigeria."
He cha llenged the Church of the Brethren to
tap its own potential to grow.
His journeys, which began May 20, covered
many districts. He moved to a new church
almost daily, and attended Annual Conference
as well. He met hundreds of people, and several
newspapers did art icles on him.
"We were delighted to have him," said
Johnnie Neterer, church board chair at the West
Goshen (Ind .) congregation, where Bugu traveled Memorial Day weekend for worship and a
question-and-answer Sunday school session.
" It was good for us to hear about the mission
there and what they' re doing ."
In August he returned home to see his family
for the first time in a year, flying back to Africa
"' before resuming stud ies at Bethany for the fa ll
.,, semester. Several congregations took up specia l
0
-<' offeri ngs to help defray the costs of that trip.
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Personnel changes
•David Wine resigned as president/chief executive officer of
Mutual Aid Association effective
Aug. 31 . Wine has worked with
MAA for the past 26 years, the past
10 as president and CEO.
On Sept. 1 Wine will begin a new
position as chief executive officer of
Mennonite Indemnity Inc., which has
offices in Kansas City and in Lancaster, Pa. Wine will primarily work
out of the Kansas City location and
spend substantial time reforming
Mennonite Indemn ity into "a new
Anabaptist insurance entity that will
serve the needs of the Mutual Aid
Association and 11 Mennonite organizations in Canada and the US,"
though details are still uncertain.
•Roger Golden has announced his
resignation as coordinator of shared
services for the Association of
Brethren Caregivers effective Jan . 1,
2001 . Golden has been working with
the Fellowship of Brethren Homes
and the Brethren Chaplains Network
since joining ABC in January 1999.
•Marilyn Nelson, director of
interpretation and plan resources
for Brethren Benefit Trust, has
announced her retirement
effective Nov. 1.
Nelson began working with BBT in
July 1991 and has served as director
of the department since 1992. Prior
to that, she worked 10 years with the
General Board in Elgin.
•Michael Addison announced his
resignation as director of information
systems for Brethren Benefit Trust
effective Aug. 11. Addison first served
as controller afte r joining BBT in February 1998. In information systems,
he oversaw numerous upgrades and
new services, including eMountain
Communications Internet services.
Nevin Dulabaum, manager of
marketing and public relations for
BBT, will serve as interim director of
information systems while a replacement is sought.

1. South Africa. Former South African
president Nelson Mandela has been
named the recipient of the 2000
World Methodist Peace Award for his
"single-minded commitment to
peace," according to Religion News
Service. Mandela will be presented
the award Sept. 21 in Cape Town.
2. Eastern North Carolina. Emergency
Response/Service Ministries disaster
cleanup efforts continued through the
summer in Vanceboro and elsewhere,
working at recovery from last fall's
devastating Hurricane Floyd. A new
Emergency Disaster Fund grant sent
$20,000 to the effort.
3. Berlin, Germany. Seventeen
Brethren Volunteer Service workers
who are at projects throughout Europe held their annual retreat July
28-Aug. 3 at Haus Kreisau . BVS Europe coordinator Kristin Flory organ ized the event.
4. Marburg, Germany. Brethren Colleges Abroad marked the 5,000th student in an exchange program with the
enrollment of Gregory Glidden at
Philipps University in central Germany
this spring. Fifteen BCA students were
at Marburg for the spring term.
5. Kansas City, Mo. About 3,500
people gathered for the 2000
Church of the Brethren Annual Conference at the Bartle Hall Conven-

tion Center July 15-19. Details appear elsewhere in this issue.

6. Nigeria. The General Board will be
sending another workcamp to the
West African nation Jan. 13-Feb. 12,
2001. Several Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a
Nigeria congregations and many
members there have suffered
losses during conflicts between
Muslims and Christians.
7. La Verne, Calif. Youth from four
western states gathered at the Unive rsity of La Verne for the Western
Regional Youth Conference, held
only once every four years. More
than 100 attended the event, which
had the theme "Peace Together a
Future with Love."
8. Fort Collins, Colo. It was recently
announced that Colorado State University will again serve as the host
site for National Youth Conference.
The large gathering will be held
there July 16-21, 2002. Coordinators
are currently being sought.
9. Nicaragua. An earthquake registering 5.1 on the Richter scale
struck the southern part of the
country July 6, damaging more
than 200 homes. It was centered
near the city of Masaya, according
to a United Nations office. More
than 40 people were injured, according to reports .
Messenger September 2000
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Paul Grout leads a
discussion on
consumerism and its
effect on the world
while sitting with the
campers in Valley Mall
in Hagerstown, Md.

OEPA board
steps up to its
own challenge
BRETH RE NS PEAi<

At its April meeting,
the On Earth Peace
Assembly board of
directors accepted the
personal "Challenge
for Peace" effort to
give $50,000 during
Phase I of the board's
fundraising project. To
date, donations and
pledges from board
members and staff
, have totaled close to
~ $40,000, with 100 pero
. .
.
g cent part1c1pat1on.
The donated
amount represents a
substantial increase
from last year. The
The first youth Spiritual Life Camp, held July 2-8 at Shepherd's Spring
board advancement
Outdoor Ministries Center in Sharpsburg, Md., was designed to create a
committee, led by
focus on becoming a fuller creation in God and coming alive spiritually.
chair Eugene Lichty,
It is part of the new "God-Centered Life" project.
spearheaded this new
Thirteen youth participated in the event, led by Genesis Church of
fundraising effort.
the Brethren (Putney, Vt.) pastor Paul Grout, Shepherd's Spring direcDuring Phase II,
tor Rex Miller, and General Board Youth/Young Adult Ministries
board members and
coordinator Chris Douglas.
staff will be contacting
Mornings included physical exercise at 6 a.m. and a new spiritual disciother people who
pline each day. Off-site trips provided a highlight for many of the campers,
believe in peace eduwith ventures including the Valley Mall in Hagerstown, Md., where Grout led
cation and witness
a lesson on the Christian view of life versus a worldly viewpoint; a session
and asking them to
on homelessness and a time of passing out bag lunches in Washington,
consider joinrng them
D.C.; and a trip to a pottery shop followed by a pottery-making session.
in making a contribuOther highlights included sessions that incorporated videos, journal- tion to On Earth
ing, and meditation time, plus some free time each day. Two special
Peace. Board memworship services-a Quaker-style meeting and a feetwashing/commubers are also expected
nion service where each person was individually invited to the
to encourage their
table-were also powerful experiences.
own local churches, as
As the week ended, campers sang a variation of "Come Share the
well as neighboring
Spirit," a recurring song from the week, as a closing and a challenge to
churches, to include
each other as they said goodbye: "Come share the spirit growing in
On Earth Peace in
you./ Live out the love that's showing in you./ Dance out your life as only
their outreach or wityou can./ Dream of the day we'll walk hand in hand."-StephanieGrossnickle
ness budgets.

I continued to be
struck by the
attitude of
the youth
throughout the
week .... Was
this just an
J
exceptional
Youth share the spirit at Shepherd's Spring
group of young
people, or are
.
.
we experiencing
a generation
hungering to
know God?
Paul Grout, reflecting on

"The God-Centered Life"
youth spirituality camp at
Shepherd's Spring that he
helped lead.

II
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YOUTH BEAT
the scholarship fund to
offset the costs of
living overseas . Students were chosen
based on personal
essays written as· part
of the application
process.
The scholarship will
be offered annually to
students at one of the
six Church of the
:E Brethren -affiliated
colleges.

UPCOMINGEVENTS
Sept. 11-15 National
Older Adult
Conference, Lake
Junaluska, N.C.

i
[
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California youth
Crystal Hyde and
Megan Kristos join
others from Western
Regional Youth
Conference for a sunset
vespers service led by
Jon Shively on Corona
def Mar beach.

BCA gives
scholarships

The Youth Peace Travel Team,
sponsored by the General Board, On
Earth Peace Assembly, and Outdoor
Ministries Association, provided a key
leadership role for Youth Week at Camp
Eder (Fairfield, Pa .) this summer, one of
many camps the team visited. Travel
team member Dan Royer shares his
guitar skills at an evening coffeehouse.

Brethren Colleges
Abroad announced
three 2000-01 recipi ents of the A llen C.
Deeter Scholarships,
named for a longtime
former BCA executive .
All three will be spending a year abroad at
one of BCA's 11 international study centers.
Lindsay Briggs of
Juniata College, Huntingdon, Pa. , will study
in Dalian, China; Robyn
Thompson of Man chester College, North
Manchester, Ind., and
Stephanie Adams of
the University of La
Verne (Calif.) will both
study in Strasbourg,
France. They will
receive money from

Elizabethtown
to hold study
conference
An interdisciplinary,
international study
conference on "The
Amish, Old Orders, and
the Media," sponsored
by the Young Center
for Anabaptist and
Pietist Studies, will be
held June 14-16, 2001,
at Elizabethtown (Pa.)
College.
The conference will
explore professional,
ethical, and academic
issues in depicting
and reporting about
plain -dress Anabaptist
and Pietist groups.
Proposals for papers
or for thematic sessions from media
professionals and academic researchers are
encouraged. The
deadline is Oct. 20.
For more information, contact David
Eller, The Young
Center, One Alpha
Drive, Elizabethtown
College, Elizabethtown,
PA 17022; or e-mail
youngctr@etown.edu;
or call 717 361 -1470.

Sept. 15-16 Northern
Indiana District Conference, Camp
Ale xander Mack, Milford;
Southern Pennsylvania District
Conference, Buffalo
Va lley Church of the
Brethren, Mifflinburg;
West Marva District
Conference, Moorefield (W.Va.) Church of
the Brethren
Sept. 17-Oct. 7
Brethren Volunteer
Service unit 241,
Angelus Oaks, Calif.
Sept. 29-30 Assoc. of
Brethren Caregivers
board meetings; Disaster Child Care
training Oak Grove
Church of the Brethren,
Roanoke, Va.
Oct. 6-7 Mid-Atlantic
District Conference,
St. Mark 's Un ited
Methodist Church,
Easton, Md .
Oct. 7 On Earth
Peace Assembly
board meetings
Oct. 8 World Mission
offering
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T Getting their nametags.
Making their way through the
line, conferencegoers register

_. Soft but firm-a
symbol of God's love.
Moderator Emily
Mumma tells the story
of the fuzzies during
Saturday evening
worship and sends
thousands of the
fuzzies into the crowd,
s etting the tone for the
rest of Conference.

_. A time for connections. Dean Garrett, of
Union City, Ohio, and Brian Flory, pastor of the
Ambler (Pa.) church visit among the booths in
the exhibit hall.

Delegates reflect on changes:
by Ed Poling
"It's better to shoot for the moon and
miss it than to aim for a skunk and hit
it." These notable words were spoken on

the Annual Conference floor by Jim Myer,
from the White Oak congregation, Manheim, Pa. Delegates were deliberating a
query on evangelism and church growth at
the time. While Jim' s metaphor was not
quite persuasive enough to win the argu -

Taking care of business:
Annual Conference business was kicked off with
"Brethren Ministries
Live," a first-time com-

Brethren Caregivers, On
Earth Peace Assembly,
Bethany Seminary, and
Brethren Benefit Trust.

bined report of the five
agencies reportable to Annual Conference.
The production used music, video, guest speakers,
and drama to convey stories
of the work of the General
Board, Association of

Congregational structure. The most substantial

item of business was a proposed new model for congregational structure.
The study committee
found that nearly half the
congregations responding to

This report of Annual Conference business was prepared by the
Brethren Press news team. Becky Ullom, Eric Miller, and Kathleen
Campanella covered business sessions at Conference this year.
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A shorter

ment, it may well describe the intentions of
the Annual Conference leaders this year.
The Program and Arrangements Com mittee aimed high in offering not only a
much-revised schedule but also a new way
of doing Conference business . Two great
traditions of Annual Conference- the
Tuesday-to -Sunday format and Robert's
Rules of Order-saw major modifications.
Haggling over parliamentary procedure in
a very long weekend format seemed to be

Delegates deliberate about

a survey no longer use the
one board/three commission
model recommended in
1964. The new model aims
to be simpler, to emphasize
the discernment of gifts, to
integrate the deacon ministry into the structure of the
congregation, and to focus
on the mission and vision of
the congregation.
While the document approved by the delegates replaces former polity on
congregational structure, it
is offered as "a flexible tool

that will enable congregations to develop their own
unique organizational plan,
so they might better carry
out their mission."
Personal evangelism and
church growth. Delegates

wrestled with a Virlina District query that asked for
reaffirmation of the spirit
and intent of the 1981 state ment on Diminishing Membership in the Church of the
Brethren and that its recommendations be reassigned
to conform to the General

T Relaxing at the General Board
Funding booth. Alan Kieffaber,
pastor of the Denton (Md.) church,
spends some quality time with
granddaughter Mikayla Genovese of
North Manchester, Ind.

A. Brethren Ministries Live. Francisco
Ramirez of St. Louis, Mo. , Derek Reid of
Pasadena, Calif. , and Noelle Bledsoe of
Troy, Ohio, portray three youth discussing >
0
the words of a strange voice that comes ~
from their TV set. -g
"'
Q)

ormat and Worshipful-Work give cause for pause
the Brethren way. But not so anymore.
Would it work? Were people ready for a
change? Most delegates I talked to looked forward to it and were surprisingly upbeat. It
meant one less day of doing Conference business. Could things be done more efficiently yet
remain relaxed enough to let the Spirit lead?
The new Saturday evening to Wednesday
noon format was appreciated by Ray Hill,
delegate from the Aughwick-Germany Valley
congregation, Shirleysburg, Pa. "I like the

shorter period. The division of business and
worship is good. By the end of past Conferences I was pretty much washed out. This
year [ can give full attention to the church
business. I hope more people can attend."
First-time delegate Karen Hollinger, a
young adult from the Manassas (Va.) congregation , had other thoughts. Having
come to Conference frequently as a child
and youth,

A. Taking the floor.
Jim Myer of Manheim,
Pa. , presents his view to
the Conference body on
why goals should be set
for evangelism.

con ti nu ed on next pa ge

tructure, evangelism, caring for the poor
Board's new design.
After debating the best way
to foster effective evangelism,
the delegates affirmed the the
intent of the query but returned it to the district.
Caring for the poor.

Delegates adopted a statement that urges congregations to become involved
with the poor. Recommendations for specific actions
are addressed to congrega tions, districts, and the
General Board.
In other business, the

delegate body:

• returned two Pacific
Southwest District queries
that pertained to the role of
district executives and
guidelines for district employees;
• endorsed the World
Council of Churches Decade
to Overcome Violence;
• appointed a committee
to plan the 300th anniversary of the Church of the
Brethren: Jeff Bach, Donald
Durnbaugh, Rhonda
Pittman Gingrich, Richard

Kyerematen, Leslie Lake,
and Lorele Dixon Yager;
• responding to almost
identical queries from Atlantic Northeast and
Shenandoah districts, appointed Jim Yaussy Albright, Gary Flory, and
Gail Erisman Valeta to update the 1977 Discipleship
and Reconciliation paper;
• received as an interim
report the work of a com mittee studying the process
for calling denominational
leadership, and granted the

committee another year to
continue its work;
• approved a 3.1-percent
increase for the pastoral
salary scale, as recommended by the Pastoral ·
Compensation and Benefits
Advisory Committee.
Among reports received

were a Ministry Advisory
Committee skit on "Who
Wants to Be a Minister? "
The Program and Arrangements Committee an nounced the 2005 Annual
Conference site as Peoria, Ill.
Messenger September 2000

Election results
Moderator-elect:

Paul Grout
Annual Conference Program and Arrangements
Committee: Andrew

Wright
General Board, at-large
representative: J.D. Glick
General Board, Illinois/Wisconsin: Carol Flory Kussart
General Board, Northern
Ohio: Doug Price
Genera l Board, Southeastern: Donna Shumate
General Board, Western
Plains unexpired term : Cheryl

Brumbaugh-Cayford
On Earth Peace board:

Kenneth L. Edwards
Association of Brethren
Caregivers board: Eddie

Edmonds, James E.
Tomlonson
Bethany Theological Seminary board, laity: Ted Flory
Bethany Theological Seminary board, ministry:

Edward L. Poling
Brethren Benefit Trust board:

Richard Brandhorst (In
addition, BBT Pension Plan
members elected Ken
Holderread of Elgin, Ill., to
represent churches and districts and David Gerber of
Hanover, Pa., to represent
retirement homes.)
Pastoral Compensation and
Benefits Advisory Committee, laity: Sally Brubaker
Committee on lnterchurch
Relations: Joe Loomis
Review and Evaluation Committee, males: Earle W.

Fike Jr., James F. Myer,
Phillip C. Stone
Review and Eva luation Committee, females: Joan

Daggett, Pat Royer
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Paul Grout

she realized it would be over too fast this year.
"I enjoyed the old format better. There was
more time to visit and fellowship. I miss the
extra time. I'd stay for two weeks if I could."
For others, the schedule change created
an issue of how to appropriately observe the
Sabbath. First-time delegate Larry Nichol
from Purchase Line congregation, Clymer,
Pa., was concerned about the church doing
business on Sunday. He said he enjoyed the
worship and the singing. However, he said
business sessions seemed out of place on this
day. But the greatest discomfort came as he
and his wife stood in the exhibit hall Sunday
afternoon. As they gazed at the brisk sales in
books and gifts, he said, "We don't believe in
Sunday selling." He alluded to the story of
Jesus and the money-changers in the
Temple. He said his family would make its
purchases on a day other than Sunday.
Most other delegates I spoke to about this
Sabbath problem were not concerned. While
many did wonder how to most appropriately
observe this day, their comments were similar to those of Marlys Hershberger from the
Roaring Spring (Pa.) congregation. "This
was not a problem for me. I struggle with
what the Sabbath does mean in today's
world. But I found I could still celebrate the
Sabbath at Conference. What we did on
Sunday was not distracting to me."
While Conference evaluation forms will
give a fuller picture, my non -scientific sense
is that the new schedule was a welcome
change for most conferencegoers-delegates and non -delegates alike.
The modification to parliamentary procedure also seemed to be appreciated.
Worshipful-Work was introduced by Moderator Emily Mumma as a way to add a
spiritual dimension to church business.
She described it as "inviting discernment
into decision-making," and allowing the
Holy Spirit more intentionally into the
work of the church. This was done through
the use of hymns, prayers, moments of

silence, and small -group personal sharing
times. Ellen Morseth, of the WorshipfulWork organization headquartered in
Kansas City, served as spiritual director to
the delegates, describing her job as "paying
attention to the heart of the meeting."
Robert's Rules of Order was still followed
in handling motions and in voting.
Karen Chronister, an elementary school
teacher and delegate from Cedar Grove
congregation, New Paris, Ohio, was quite
positive. "I love it. I love the bell," she
said, referring to the small handbell that
called meetings to order and ended quiet
prayer times. "I hate the gavel. I liked the
hymns, the singing, the sharing. I use
these kinds of things in my teaching. It
helps to create a cooperative atmosphere."
Jack Karpenske, from the Lynchburg
(Va.) congregation, took a longer view. "J
find it helpful at moments of tension, such
as when a person wants to speak and is
turned away at the microphone." But he
felt this kind of thing always has gone on
informally at past Conferences through the
sensitivity of good moderators . "I don't
need to be reminded of the Holy Spirit
revealing the truth in us. It will happen."
Beth Miller, a young adult delegate from
the Waynesboro (Pa.) congregation, appreciated a more user-friendly format. "It gave
time to process papers in a different way. We
had more time to reflect spiritually and to
interact with other delegates." This interaction was crucial to Beth as she was often
confused by parliamentary procedure. Fortunately, on the last day she sat next to an

Making a joyful
noise. Catherine
Ullerv of Olvmpia,
Wash., lends her
voice to a chorus of
children who
provided special
music before Tuesdav
evening 's worship
service . The children,
directed bv Marie
Pe t tv, invited the
congregation to join
in on some of the
songs.
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Doing the wave. Evervone attending Wednesdav morning's closing
worship received white handkerchiefs to wave at the end of the
service, recalling the wav missionaries were sent out in vears past
and sending out modern-dav Brethren in service todav.

experienced delegate who "really went out of
his way to help explain procedural things."
Not everyone agreed that WorshipfulWork was led correctly. On the closing day
of Conference during an open-mike ses sion, one delegate questioned how it was
done . "We didn ' t really do WorshipfulWork," she said . "People weren ' t allowed
to get up and offer a scripture or a song. "
Even with the diversity of opinion
among the Conference delegates on this
new style of handling business, most
seemed to welcome a parliamentary style
that was more worshipful in spirit.
While it is clear that the Annual Conference leaders didn't "hit the moon" in
meeting everyone's expectations with the

new schedule and business format, they
wisely didn 't aim too low. Jerry Greiner
focused on some of the intangibles that good
planning can never foresee . The delegate
from the Mechanicsburg (Pa.) congregation
met two junior high youth who seemed to be
having the time of their lives . One was a boy
who was more than excited about singing the
Conference songs. The other was a girl who
was creating a scrapbook of her Annual
Conference experiences . With that kind of
youthful enthusiasm for the Brethren gathering in Kansas City, we all can take heart.

Discerning the mind
of Christ. Linda Da vis
of California shares
her thoughts
concerning the querv
on "Personal
Evangelism and
Church Growth. "

Ed w ard L . Po lin g is pastor of the Ca rli sle (Pa .) First
Ch urch of th e Brethren. He att end e d his f irs t An nua l
Confe re nce in Co lorad o Spr in g s, Co lo ., in 194 8, w hen
he w as less than one ye ar old .

Delegates by the numbers
Total Conference
attendance w as 3,458,
compa red to a total of 3,528
in M il waukee . W is., last
year, 3,509 in Or lando, Fla .,
in 1998, and 3,325 in Long
Beach , Ca lif., in 1997.

delegate count: 43 (includes
past moderator)

Percentage of female
delegates: 46 percent

Congregations
represented: 655
(61 percent of 1,073)

Racial/ethnic backgrounds: No records kept

Percentage attending out
of 1,355 de legates poss ib le:
63 percent

Average age (a lso mean
age) of delegates : 52 years

Districts with significant
increases in delegate
attendance due to location
(compared to ave rage of
past f ive years): Western
Plains, Missouri/Arkansas ,
Northern Plains, Southern
Plains

Standing Committee
members included in

Percentage of male
delegates: 54 percent

Districts w ith significant
decreases in delegate

Total delegates (from 23
districts): 883

Youngest delegate: age 16
(female)
Oldest delegate: ag e 88
(fema le)

attendance due to locat ion
(compared to average of
past five years): Atlantic
Southeast, Idaho, MidAtlantic , Shenandoah ,
Pacifi c Southwest

This informat ion was compiled with
help from Dan Rensberger, the
vol untee r director of delegate
regist ration at Annual Confe rence, and
Vicki Rensbe rg er, who assist s him.
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Celebrating the global
church. David Reves,
left, moderator of the
Church of the Brethren in
the Dominican Republic,
and Gilbert Romero,
pastor of the Bella Vista
church in California, were
among many who
rejoiced at the CrossCultural Dinner.
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On the strings. Ben Godfrey of
New Paris, Ind., brings a
worshipful spirit to the Brethren
Ministries Live report.

Gifts make worship work
Bringing God close at Annual Conference
by Erin Matteson
Worship class in seminary brought a
potpourri of definitions for the subject
at hand. Of all the offerings found

there, worship as "the work of the
people," has always stuck close to me.
Worship in the Church of the Brethren

at its best has always meant God's people
making offerings of praise, prayer, and
proclamation together as a whole commu nity. Whether in silence, song, or the
spoken word, Church of the Brethren folks
bring forth honor and glory to God as different members of the community bring
forth a variety of special gifts. In the end,

Ministers' Association hears
1

Preaching in a Webbed World'

"Interactive Preaching:
Parabolic Preaching in a
Webbed World" was the

topic for the post -Annual
Conference Ministers'
Association meetings in
Kansas City. Thomas H.
Troeger, from the Iliff
School of Theology, was
the guest leader. He illustrated the possibilities and
power of the spoken word
and freely interspersed
music and hymns throughout his presentations and
preaching.
Troeger, a noted hymnologist, stated that the
Church of the Brethren has
the best hymnal in the
English language. He
added that it includes six
Messenger September 2000

hymns written by him!
Michelle Grimm, former
Annual Conference music
coordinator, served as
pianist and music leader
for the event. Her knowledge of the hymnal greatly
aided in the worship experiences. Frances
Townsend, pastor of the
Root River congregation,
Preston, Minn., and this
year's chair of the Minis ters' Association, was the
convener.
Tim Peter, pastor of the
Prairie City (Iowa) congregation, was elected to
the executive committee
and will serve as secretary
this coming year. He joins
the new chair, Donna

Ritchey Martin of the
Grossnickle congregation,
Myersvville, Md.; Michael
Hostetter of Williamson
Road congregation,
Roanoke, Va., vice-chair;
and Dan BarnumSteggerda of Daleville, Va.,
treasurer.
Allen T. Hansell, director of ministry, serves as
the General Board staff
liaison to the executive
committee.
There were 185
ministers, spouses, clergy clergy couples, and
students at the Wednesday
afternoon session. Fifteen
children participated in
childcare activities coordinated by Linda Miller of

McPherson, Kan. An
offering of $1,236.30, the
highest amount gathered
in recent memory, was
received for the Ministry
Assistance Fund.
Acknowledging some
pre-conference concern
about the timing of the
sessions, executive committee members ·were
pleased with the number
of people who attended
this first post-conference
professional growth event.
Because there were no
other meetings scheduled
during this time period,
district executives and
General Board staff were
also able to attend.
- Julie M . Hostetter

..6. Voices of love. Three youth
lead the Conference congregation
in singing "Love as I Have Loved
You." They helped write additional
verses to this theme-related song
composed by Keith Hollenberg.

all together, those gifts aid in the seeking
and finding of God close at hand for all,
close to the heart of all.
Annual Conference worship in its totality
was a fine example of Church of the
Brethren worship. So many gifts came
together to bring the best opportunity

An ensemble of about 50
trombones adds a festive
flavor of fanfare to Saturday's
opening worship .

continued on next page

Practicing what he preaches. Thomas
Traeger of Denver, Colo., brought the
Wednesday morning message, then
shared his insights on preaching to the
Ministers' Association on Wednesday and
Thursday. He emphasized weaving word
and music together.

Expression through
movement. Sally
Carlson Crowell of the
Washington (D . C.) City
Church of the Brethren
ministers through
interpretive dance,
which was used in
worship several times
during the week.
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possible for all God's people gathered
to worship.
It was an opportunity to recognize
themselves in God's presence, to respond,
and to accept the call to go out to serve.
Below are just some of the gifts that
were offered from the larger church that
made worship at Annual Conference this
year rich for all:
• Childrens's packets assembled
beforehand by Congregational Life Team
members for each time of worship, that
children might be intentionally invited into the themes
of worship and our heritage. Each night families
were invited to pick up the
large zip-lock bags filled
with creative activities.
Children found themselves
feeling more included in
worship than ever.
• Variety in music, using
"' differing styles of contem [ porary and traditional
hymns, various instruments,
-< and unison and harmonic
singing. This allowed each
person to have the best
chance of "praying twice,"
as Augustine claimed happens when one sings.
• The continued use of
sign language and translators
of the spoken word to other
languages aside from English.
The presence of translators
~ "' serves to remind us all of how
[ diverse is the body of Christ.
; It calls us to ask what our
r
~ responsibility is to assure all
are able to worship fully.
• Liturgical dance and
drama that remind us of just
how many different mediums
are used to communicate
God's word for us.
• The sharing of personal testimonies in
worship, that God might be
known and celebrated
through the open sharing of
[ life stories that illustrate
~ how individuals have expe1 rienced a living, interactive,

Passion from the pulpit.
Conference Speakers
focused on various aspects
of the theme. Speakers
included, from top: former
Kansas City mayor Emanuel
Cleaver; Belita Mitchell of
Los Angeles, Calif., and Joel
Nogle of Gettysburg, Pa.
Moderator Emily Mumma
and theologian Thomas
Traeger also spoke.

i
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calling Christ.
• The sharing of the eucharist, that we
might deepen and strengthen our connection, commitment, and commonality as the
larger Church of the Brethren body gathered.
• Creativity shared in soft fuzzies flying
and in white hankies waving, that a woman
named Carol might remind us of love with
something simple and handmade. The
handkerchiefs reminded us of how we sent
off missionaries years ago, and sent off one
another from Conference to go be mission aries in our own small corners of the world.
• Inspiring, challenging words from
gifted preachers. Emily Mumma told us,
"Love is not defined but is experienced
through actions and attitudes. " Joel Nogle
said, "We have never looked into the eyes
of anyone who did not matter to God."
From Belita Mitchell we heard that "it is
one thing to know about a congregation in
East L.A. and another thing to worship
and work with them." She said that "we
must know God not just intellectually, but
personally as we continually develop a per sonal relationship with him." And part of
the way that happens is when we break
through the "pesky little 'isms' that fragment the fabric of our faith."
Emanuel Cleaver preached that "faith in
the word of God is a laboratory course, not
a lecture course," and that "we have yet to
do what as Christians we are called to if we
can just move outside the margins."
From Thomas Traeger we heard that
"when a liberal and conservative carpenter
are working together and arguing, and we
remember Jesus' words, 'I'll be praying for
you,' I don't think he is praying for the
conservative or liberal theologian to win. I
think he is praying, 'Please, let them finish
the house!"'
Thanks be to God, for the vision of
those who planned and led us in worship
and music, for the willing hearts of all
those who shared of themselves, for the
privilege of being in worship in Kansas
City with Brethren from throughout the
country and world.
Thanks be to God for the fruitful
"work of God ' s people" gathered in that
place, that brought our steadfast and
loving Creator close at hand for all.
Erin Matteson is pa stor of Fait h Church of the Brethren,
Batavia, 111.
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ONDROUS
THE GRACE
A favorite hymn of mine first appeared in The Brethren

contain the image of the sun." In a culcure that is so

Hymnal in 1901: "Oh, how wondrous the grace of our

graceless, so characterized by ungrace, Yancey sees the

God." Familiar as the words are, I am
still profoundly moved at each

Opposite. Chapel,
Church of the Brethren

world thirsting for grace in ways it does
not even recognize.

General Offices in

singing of the refrain, "Oh, how deep
are the riches of grace, how great is

Elgin, Ill., home to
the denomination

This report on grace in action is dedicated to you who are both partakers and

since 1899.

the love Christ has shown."
The song is one of a score of
hymns on grace appearing in Hymnal:
A Worship Book. Each number reminds

dispensers of God's grace. I thank you for
Lower le~. Students,
Mimi Copp at new

your partnership with the General Board in
the work of grace-"laborers together with

EYN Secondary
School in Nigeria.

us of the legacy that is ours in what
the apostle Paul terms "the gospel of God's grace."

God. " And I urge us as a church to press on
in proclaiming to the world at home and

afar, "Oh, how wondrous the grace of our God."

Grace is "truly our last best word," Philip Yancey
declares in What's So Amazing About Grace? "It contains the essence of the gospel as a drop of water can

-Judy Mills Reimer, Executive Director
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Le~. For Brethren youth,

ventures in spiritual
discernment: first National
Youth Conference, now the
God-Centered Life program.

Below. A central ritual of the
Brethren community is
lifted up in remembrance
and renewal.

THE LA NGUAGE
OF GRACE
What are the virtues that come to those in whom the

irrelevant in the culture that surrounds us. But they are

word of Christ dwells richly? Drawing on Colossians

the language of grace, the culture of faith, the

3: 12-17, Marva Dawn in A Royal "~ste" of Time writes:

characteristics of the kingdom."

"Gentleness and patience, humility and thankfulness,
compassion and kindness, love- these are totally

They are values that give rise to the General Board's
forming a network for introducing Worshipful-Work in
church business proceedings, assisting youth in the
quest for spirituality, recounting the vibrancy of the
Brethren love feast observance, and investing 10 years
and nearly a million dollars in the translation of the
Bible into the Nuer language.
The apostle Paul counseled the Colossians,
"Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the
name of the Lord Jesus" (3: 17).
In the name of the Lord Jesus: the language of grace.
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Above. Translation team
leaders Lester Boleyn,
Tut Wan Yoa at
launching of the Nuer
Bible, Mading, Sudan.

Right. Worshipful-Work
invites prayer and praise
in the midst of General
Board business.
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Le~. Intern Daniel House, mentor Richard Sisco

at Ministry Summer Service orientation.

Inset. Congregational Life Team's five area
coordinators with executive Glenn Timmons.

Right. Sebastian Reyes is greeted by his wife,

Yudiana de la Rosa de Reyes, at ordination and
licensing of first 17 Church of the Brethren
ministers in the Dominican Republic.

Lower right. New membership studies for

Brethren youth and adults.

THE GIFT
OE_Gf18CE_
One of the momentous discoveries in life is to notice

Summer Service, to train through the Brethren Academy

the grace that is around us. To see healing and for-

for Ministerial Leadership, to nurture congregational

giveness, goodness and mercy enacted before our very

growth and vitality. Or to respond in myriad other ways,

eyes. To recognize grace as God's gift of love in our lives

yet step by step striving to live more fully into

and in the lives of others.
It is love undeserved. It is

the presence of God.
But no matter whether our role

love freely offered. It is love that

is ministerial or lay, no matter

invites each person to take a

whether we are long or new

place at the table in God's family.

into discipleship, the

To humbly accept the gift of

challenge is to sing

grace may prompt one to enter

of God's amazing

into church membership study,

gift, to lift the grace

to test one's calling in Ministry

notes high.
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Le~. Alex Kirculescu, Stan Noffsinger of
Emergency Response/Service Ministries
discuss refugee placement.

Lower le~. "A quiet place to get things
done": New Windsor Conference Center.

Inset. At Habitat project is Frank Shank,

one of hundreds of Brethren youth who
volunteer each year for work assignments.

Right. Gail Long assisting Kosovar

refugees in Macedonia.

In Streams ofLiving w:'titer,
Richard Foster tells of the

community or in solitude, in crisis response or in tranquil

literacy teacher to the masses,

retreat, the dynamic for growing in grace is co-operating

Frank Laubach, noting in his

with God, participating with God, heeding the God at

journal, "Of all today's

work within you and in

miracles, the greatest is this: To

your faith community.

know that I find Thee best

The apostle Paul's

when I work listening, not

counsel to the church at

when I am still or meditative

Philippi still stands:

or even on my knees in prayer,

"Work out your own

but when I work listening and co-operating."
Many find that growth in grace, in Chrisdikeness,
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Whether in worship or in workcamps, in

salvation with fear and
trembling; for it is God

happens foremost in solitary, interior ways, a matter of the

who is at work within

heart. Others, like Laubach, find growth in grace is best

you, enabling you both to will and to work for his

nurtured when work and prayer are blended into one.

good pleasure" (Phil. 2:126-13).

Le~ . The Dinka-Nuer Peoples Peace
Conference of the New Sudan
Council of Churches brings hope for
a new generation.

■
Inset. In its 20th anniversary year Disaster
Child Care is extending to new frontiers.

■
Right. Rachel Gross, architect of the General
Board's Death Row Support Project.

•

Lower le~. Students at Brethren High

School, Valsad, India.

HEALING
G~ACE

"Culture gives us one measure of humanity-too often

India, and encouragement to ethnic factions in Sudan to

a highly individualistic and grasping one. Christian

resolve age-old animosities at the peace table, Brethren

spirituality gives us entirely another-a compassionate

through General Board ministries are giving a new face to

and communal one."

compassion and community.

Writing in Heart ofFlesh, Joan D. Chittister

Or is it an old face-regard for the other, the stranger,

zeroes in on qualities important to Brethren for

the one different from us, the poor and the weak- all

300 years . Compassion and community mean

who figure so centrally in the beatitudes of Jesus.

opting for forgiveness over revenge, reconciliation over retribution, empowerment over control, resistance over aggression.
Through advocacy of the Death Row
Support Project, development of Disaster Child

is
"O

Care, overtures to disparate Christian bodies in

i

~

I
0

Le~. Ludovic St. Fleur, pastor of First
Haitian Church in Miami.

Lower lefr. Logo of the World

Council of Churches.

Inset. Robert Edgar, general secretary,
and Andrew Young, president, National
Council of Churches of Christ.

Right. A deforested hillside in Honduras

GRACE
UPON GRACE
opens acreage for beans but further
destabilizes a fragile ecosystem.

Grace upon grace, blessing upon blessing: God's freely

countries, in concert with sister churches engaged in

given love streams out to the world.

common mission, in our care for God's creation, the

How can we accept the plenitude of God as our own

Church of the Brethren extends the compassionate and

never-ending, inexhaustible birthright? How can we

redeeming work of God.

affirm that everything we have received-everything-is a

That's how God's love works: We receive, and thus
we give; we give, and thus we receive. 1

gift from God? How can we realize that only by channeling our blessings, sharing chem with others, do we avoid

l
a:

bottling up the flow of goodness?

]
I

"From the fullness of the Child have we all received,
grace upon grace" (John 1: 16). In the mystery of the Word becoming flesh, God's
love for the world is revealed: one
gift of Jesus Christ, sent as grace,
sent with grace.
Through our partnership
with other cultures and other

2

1. The above text adapted from 200 1 One Great Hour of Sharing theme materials.

Ministry. Nurtures church leadership with
Bethany Seminary and Brethren Academy.
Sponsors ministry training.Works with
district staff, pastors, and camps. Administers
grants, pastoral assistance. $328,570

1999 IN REVIEW
Brethren Press Publishing. $1,204,240
Emergency Response/Service Ministries. $861,0 I0
New Windsor Conference Center. $624,180
Messenger. $237,800
Immigration Refugee Program. $61,990

Emergency Disaster Fund. $729,000
Global Food Crisis Fund. $344,000

The financial picture is solid for this

special transfers such as eliminating the

second full fiscal year of the General

deficit of Brethren Press ($192,950) and

Fund, which is supported primarily by

Board's new design.

funding annuity payments ($140,000).

donations, the General Board operates sev-

The Board's General Ministries Fund is

4

In addition to the General Ministries

Income from bequests far exceeded

eral "self-funding" ministries that receive

supported primarily by congregational giving

expectations, covering the $500,000 budget-

income from service fees or sales. All bur

($3,464,240) , which this year was up by 0.7

ed and also increasing the bequest quasi-

one showed improvement from the previ-

percent (compared to a decline of 1.6 percent

endowment fund by $1 ,643,300. The inter-

ous year. Brethren Press finished the year

the previous year) . Total income exceeded

est from this growing fund will support

with $11,390 of income over expense.

expenses by $150,900, even after caring for

General Board ministries over the long term.

Messenger was not able to cover its expens-

Brethren Volunteer Service.

Executive Director. Administers work of the General

Orients and places volunteers in

Board. Coordinates Leadership Team. Heads ecumen ical

projects focusing on peace,

representation. Oversees human resources. Spiritual

justice, human need, and the

guidepost for staff and General Board ministries. $671,740

environment. $356,580

Brethren Press Communications. Fosters
identity, unity, and vision. Publishes Messenger.Agenda,

Source, Newsline, Yearbook, and the website. Interprets
program, conducts news service. $266,150

Brethren Witness. Enlists individuals and
congregations in study and action on peace, justice,
and environmental concerns. Manages Global Food
Crisis Fund and Washington Office. $169,370

Congregational Life Ministries. Provides a
variety of congregational leadership development
opportunities, including Youth and Young Adult
Ministries, and provides options for congregational
redevelopment work. $872,790

Funding. Offers financial resource counseling on stewardship and
estate planning. Oversees direct mail campaign. Distributes omreach,
stewardship, and offering emphasis packets. $513,400

Global Mission Partnerships. Guides international church planting,
development, leadership training, and theological education. Coordinates
global relief, disaster, refugee, and material aid responses. $606,520

Treasurer/Centralized Resources. Handles finances of General
Board and Annual Conference. Manages and maintains General Board
facilities, technology, and arch ives. Covers telephone, technology,
postage, support services for all program areas. $1,225,820

es by $25 ,380, but net assets from the previous year covered most of the shortfall.

from a negative to a positive year-end.
Net 1999 expenses for the General

The New Windsor Conference Center and

Ministries Fund were $5 million. Total gross

Emergency Response/Service Ministries

revenues that include the self-funding units

ended the year with income of $48,300

were $10.1 million. In addition, $729,000

and $135 ,110, respectively, with some of

in grants were made through the Emergency

this income from a property sale. Even

Disaster Fund and $344,000 through the

without the property sale, the Conference

Global Food Crisis Fund.

Center made a significant turnaround

For full financ ial data, see the General Board's auditors report.

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to

accomplish abundantly far more than we can ask or imagine, to

him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations,

forever and ever. Amen. (Eph. 3:20-2 I)
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Piecing the church together
Conference conversations with special people
by Tavia Ervin
I walk up and down the aisles of the
exhibit hall at Annual Conference on Saturday afternoon. The displays are set up.

Rows of booths with leaflets and signs and
keychains and lots of free stuff. Some of the
messages and literature I see make me say
"Amen" under my breath and others irritate
and even anger me. I pass by the "movers
and shakers" as well as the "rank and file"
as I wander from table to table. I feel alien ated one minute and embraced the next.
I see a friend from my days on our district
board and we stop to talk in the arts area.
She has been working on the Annual Conference quilt; the shortened Conference week
challenges the quilters to get it finished by
Wednesday afternoon. We catch up on each
other's lives- she tells me about some health
problems she and her husband are coping
with and I tell her about the challenges of my
work as a chaplain . I feel blessed just to know
her and to have this time to talk with her.
Behind us the women quilt- finishing the
work that was started by many different sis ters and brothers as separate pieces.
Annual Conference brings with it some
anxiety for many people, myself included.

It seems to me that there is this overall feeling
of urgency among us. There are only a few
days in which to gather together all of the
pieces that make up our own unique individual lives in the church and to connect them in
a way that will make them stronger for the
connection. There is only so much time to
see and hold and visit with those sisters and
brothers we see so seldom. There is only so
much time to hear what other Brethren are
thinking and doing and envisioningwhether it is in keeping with our own vision
of the church or is a challenge to it.
There are good buys at the SERRV
exhibit. I get into a conversation with a

pastor from an inner -city church. What is
he thinking about as we gather in Kansas
City? He longs for us to spend our time

focusing on our vision and mission for the
Church of the Brethren. Different people
have different visions of what the church
should be, and though these may be vastly
different, they are all driven by the desire >
to be faithful to Christ. Focusing on vision ~
will lead us beyond ourselves to welcome
and include everyone. We sit together in
the concession area and talk for quite a
while. As the day winds down, the quilting
stops. The work will continue tomorrow
as more people arrive to participate.
On the second day of conference I find
myself in the hospitality area of the
exhibit hall. I am impatient with sitting in

the business session, and I am thirsty.
With a cup of ice water in hand I take a
seat across from a woman with a kindly
face. She is Olivia T. Gandy from the
Battle Creek (Mich.) Church of the
Brethren. We strike up a conversation. She
is waiting for word from her husband Ted,
who has been missing since last evening
when he went to find a hotel room for the
two of them. She tells me with a smile that
many people are looking for him. "I have
all confidence that our Maker is in control." Olivia is 85 years old and smiles a
lot. "At Annual Conference you meet special people who you've known for years."
The following day I think of her words
as I sit across from a man the same age as
Olivia whose eyes fill with tears as he tells
me about how painful it is to come to
Annual Conference. "So many people I
have known for years are gone now."
As Olivia and I sit together, her pastor
and friends from her church stop by periodically to check on her and to bring her news
about the search. Her face lights up as they
approach. She talks to me about her life in
the church. "The Church of the Brethren
has many fine qualities that I would hate to
lose. We have a concern for moral issues
that I think the world needs," she says.
I finish my cup of water and gather my
things together to go as a family friend sits
down with Olivia to talk with her. She is
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People remain at the center
of Conference. Top,
participants in the BBT Fitness
Challenge 5K race; center,
Delbert Blickenstaff of
Oakland, Ohio, converses with
Sarah Leatherman Young of
Littleton, Colo., at the
Association for the Arts
exhibit; bottom, Jen Hen ry of
York, Pa., enjoys a snack
during senior high activities.
Messenger September 2000

So much to do, so little time. Above, both
women and men donate much time to prepare
quilts for the annual Association for the Arts'
quilt auction held on Tuesday afternoon. At left,
Rosanna Dell join ssenior high youth who helped
to create a banner based on the Annual
Conference theme; bottom, Harold Moyer of
Roanoke, Va., and Kathryn Valencourt Erisman of
Mineral Creek, Mo., prepare to leave following
Wednesday morning's worship service.

smiling as we say our goodbyes and I wish
her well. I find out later that Ted has been
found safe and sound. I stroll past the arts
exhibit again and notice with satisfaction
that the quilters are working again, reinforcing the pieces they have been given. Their
work during this Conference week always
yields something beautiful and useful.
The days go by quickly. I go to luncheons
and dinners; I listen to many speakers. I

hear a leader of the church say that elder
members of the church should "step aside"
and let the young people take over leadership of the church. The next day I hear an
eloquent presentation of ways that the
church can make our marginalized elderly
feel useful and wanted again. The youth of
the church poke at our awareness of the
effects of United States trade sanctions and
we are picketed by an anti-gay hate group
outside the Convention Center.
On Wednesday morning I watch them
prepare the quilt for auction. It is beauti -

ful as usual-bright and multicolored and
pieced together with love. Each square
unique and made even more special in its
connection to the others. An amazing piece
of work to complete in a few days' time.
Tavi a Erv in is a member of First Churc h of the Brethre n
Springfield, Il l. , and is chap lain at Pl easant Hill Village, t ~e
Breth ren home at Girard , Il l.
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The children of
Learning peace and love in
by Eddie H. Edmonds
When we think of Annual Conference,
we see images of business sessions with
lines at the microphone, worship services

that include spirited preaching and
singing, and that all-important treat, ice
cream. There is, however, another group
that attends conference with an equally
important agenda. These are the children
of delegates and conferencegoers from
across the denomination.
Ranging in age from babies through
grade five, this group of attenders looks to
leadership to provide an interesting and
entertaining mix of activities. Even with
the shortened schedule, this year was no
different, with many activities planned.
Barbara Flory, "early childhood services" coordinator and a member of the
McPherson (Kan.) Church of the Brethren
'
led a team of caregivers that designed
activities around the Conference theme
"Love as I have loved you." She empha~
sized that the early childhood services were
to be more than babysitting. Her team
worked hard to provide not only a safe
place, but a learning environment as well.
A highlight for the kindergarten
through grade two children was a day that
included trips to the Kansas City zoo and
Kaleidoscope. Located at Hallmark Cards
World Headquarters, Kaleidoscope provided a time of fun activities and capped a
day that taxed the physical resources of
children and adult volunteers alike. The
children also learned through creative presentations of the work of Trees for Life

Conference

<ansas City
and Heifer Project International.
Catherine Strahn Frantz, a member of
the Topeka (Kan.) congregation and coor dinator of activities for this age group,
said most of the activities were planned
with the Conference theme in mind.
Catherine added that she was pleased
by the willingness of adult volunteers to
assist with the program.
Carolyn Barr, a member of the Osage
Church of the Brethren in McCune, Kan.,
and this year's coordinator for the children's activities for grades three through
five, listed two things that made Conference memorable for her. "One was our
visit to The Peace Pavilion, and of equal
importance were the adult volunteers who
made it all happen. In particular two
youth, desiring to be in service to the Con ference, volunteered to help with
children's activities instead of participat ing in senior high youth activities."
At the Peace Pavilion the children participated in role-playing that demonstrated
ways that conflict and differences could be
settled peacefully. Taught that when con flict became evident to "Stop - Think Peace," the children found tools that will
be of use to them for years to come.
Other visits were made to the NelsonAtkin Museum of Art and Science City.
With over 50 hands-on adventures and
three theaters, the excitement of this field
trip was exceeded only by the children's
participation in Tuesday night's worship
service. There the combined children's
choir led enthusiastic singing joined by the
Conference participants.

Another highlight of this year's Con ference were the children's activity
packets provided at each worship experience. Over 150 children participated in
the evening worship services, which were
made more meaningful to them by the
activity packets. The packets were
assembled and provided by the Congregational Life Teams of the General
Board staff. Jan Kensinger, CLT coordinator for Area 1 and one of the
coordinators of this project, said that the >-o
packets were intended to reach out to
u:
the children attending Conference and to
illustrate, in simple ways, the theme of
each worship service. Julie Hostetter,
CLT coordinator for Area 3, added that
many conferencegoers had asked to take
a packet to their home congregations in
hopes of encouraging this same connectedness at home.
A central inspiration from all the leadership involved with the children's
activities, from the 12 to 15 young
Brethren in the early childhood stage to
the more than 14 5 children who participated in the kindergarten through fifth
grade group, could be found in a passage
from the book of Proverbs. "Train children
in the right way, and when old, they will
not stray" (Prov. 22:6).

And the children shall lead
them, Children had many
activities to keep them busy
during the week. Above,
from left, children in the
grades 3-5 activities joined in
excitedly during a session on
'Clowning Around'; Marlys
Best of Hutchinson, Kan.,
plays with Joseph Wittrein
and Kaylie Penner; and Rita
Murphy entertains a group of
children in the prekindergarten childcare area.
Below, Sean LeiningerDickason takes a break to
play with a dinosaur.

,~M--

Eddie Edmonds is an ordained m inister in the Church of the
Brethren and currently serves as pastor of the Moler Avenue
Church of the Brethren in Martinsburg, W.Va. He is the father
of a teenage son who has participated in Conference agegroup activities over the years. Eddie was elected at this
year's Conference to serve on the Association of Brethren
Caregivers board of directors and was a member of the news
services team.
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Ideas and eloquence
Some notable dinner speeches to digest
Much of the story of Annual Conference is tucked away
in speeches at the various optional dinners and special
events sponsored by interest groups. Here are reports
about what a few of those speakers had to say.

by Fletcher Farrar
In her "report on the state of the church,"
General Board executive director Judy
Mills Reimer spent much of the time recall-

ing stories to celebrate the success of the
denomination's mission and ministry.
In her address to the M ESSENGER Dinner
~ at Annual Conference, she recalled the voice
,,@ of Maria in the Dominican Republic, who
f had received a new house built by Church of
the Brethren dollars. "If your church had
not responded when we lost our homes
because of Hurricane Georges, we would
within me asks, still be homeless today."
In the center of her positive, upbeat
What must God
speech, Reimer voiced several "cautions"
think when the and challenges facing the church as well.
voice within me asks, What must
church people God"The
think when the church people are
are divided and divided and stand in judgment of each
other? Whether that division is on biblical
stand in interpretation, issues surrounding racism,
denomination name change, God
judgment of each sexuality,
language, or who does what in the churchother? ... the the question is, What is the mind of Christ?
"The voice within me asks how dysquestion is, What functional are we, the Church of the
Brethren, when we depend on each other
is the mind of as
agencies of the church to provide ser 11
vices
to each other for a fee? ... In our size
Christ?
of denomination it is a must that we get
-Judy Mills Reimer, General Board
along. Yet how healthy is it when we feel
c:executive director
U:
slighted in the service given by partnering
'O
Church of the Brethren agencies?
"'"
"The voice within me asks, What does it
mean today with so many different agencies
holding out their hands for dollars from the
same donors? ... Will the church need to set
rigid boundaries and guidelines? Can we
continue to cooperate or will the funding climate become more and more competitive?"

and began to stumble on itself."
The task at hand, he said, is to recognize
the "kairos moment" of the year 2000 as a
time to "reignite the ecumenical movement."
His vision is to unite evangelicals and
Catholics with mainline Protestants, not by
getting those groups to join the NCC, but by
building a "new and larger table." Though he
was vague about how this would work,
Edgar hinted there might be a new name for
the ecumenical organization, or different
forms of membership in the association.
"The first thing we need to do together is
to address the needs of the poor," he said. All
churches can agree to fight poverty together,
he said. The NCC has begun an intitiative
called "Mobilization to Overcome Poverty,"
which will name "achievable" goals.
"God is calling us in the urgency of
now to make a difference on Planet
Earth," Edgar said . He quoted a speech by
Robert F. Kennedy: "Few will have the
greatness to bend history, but each of us
can work to change a small portion of the
events, and in the total of all these acts will
be written the history of this generation."

I I Jesus' call is a call to

be about verbally
proclaiming the good
news. [If we don't],
we're living in sin. 11
- Gerald Crouse, missionary in Dominican Republic

0
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Robert W. Edgar, the former congressman
who recently took over as executive director of the National Council of Churches of
Christ, spoke at the Ecumenical Luncheon

sponsored by the Committee on Interchurch
Relations. Edgar said his challenge goes
beyond reforming the troubled NCC which,
he said, "got some mold around the edges
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Charles llyes, pastor of the Springfield
Church of the Brethren, Coopersburg, Pa.,

gave an old-fashioned sermon at the Brethren
Revival Fellowship Dinner. He spoke to the
difficulties of Christian life and ministry, using
Paul's image of running a race and recalling
his own experience of planting strawberries
in a straight row by looking forward, not back.
"Satan wants to trip us up," he told the
audience of nearly 300. "He will do every thing possible to make us look back. But
hang in there. Don't give up. When we see
Jesus face to face it will be worth it all ."
At the Monday evening dinner sponsored by the General Board's Global
Mission Partnerships office, Rebecca

Baile Crouse shared songs in Spanish and
spoke enthusiastically of their family's
mission work in the Dominican Republic.
Wh en Gerald Crouse took the microphone for the second half of the presentation,
the celebrative mood turned somber. He said
Dominican Christians have influenced him to
be more evangelistic, something he did not
learn during his years growing up in the
Church of the Brethren, or even later as a
pastor. "We are a non -evangelistic church, "
he said, citing recent statistics on the denomination' s declining membership.
"Jes us' call is a call to be about verbally
proclaiming the good news. " If we don' t
practice "verbal" evangelism, Crouse said,
"We ' re living in sin. "
Former moderator Charles Boyer, pastor of
the La Verne (Calif.) Church of the Brethren

spoke at the luncheon of the Brethren Men nonite Council for Gay and Lesbian
Concerns. He spoke of the need for the
church to be more loving and more inclusive.
He said those who favor inclusivity for homosexuals need to learn to love their critics.
"The place for some of us heterosexual
person s to begin is to remember that not
too many years ago we held some beliefs
held by the current critics of BMC. Our
hearts have been moved and softened and
we have become more inclusive. It can
happen to oth ers as it happened to us. "
Boyer said he can remember debates in
the Church of the Brethren about inclusion
of persons of non-European ancestry in
congregations and summer camps. He can
remember debates about whether divorced
persons should be accepted in leadership,

or whether women should
be ministers.
"As we have become
more inclusive of persons
of color, divorced persons
and women in leadership," he said, "we are
becoming more inclusive
of transsexual people."
Boyer concluded: "We
are Church of the Brethren
members who are going to
help this little denomination become more
loving, more accepting, and more just. ...
We've all got a place in the Kingdom of God!"
Noemi de Espinoza, executive president
of Christian Commission for Development, in Honduras, spoke at the Sunday

evening Outreach Dinner, sponsored by
the General Board's Brethren Witness and
Global Mission Partnerships offices.
At the conclusion of her speech, she
addressed volunteers who come to Honduras to help: "What's important isn't how
many cement blocks you can lay in a day or
whether you can speak Spanish, but rather
whether you can offer a ministry of presence
in a world where poverty isn' t romantic,
whether you can listen with humility and
embrace a poor person, whether you can
open yourself up to hearing the gospel of
Jesus Christ in some new ways.
"What we've heard from many of the volunteers is that their visit to our country has
amounted to a conversion experience, in
which they've experienced the Holy Spirit
blowing in powerful ways through the lives
of the poor, and where their experience of
that spirit leads them back home to question
who they are and how they are a church in
the middle of a world where our lives and
stories are increasingly interlinked.
"We are in th is together. We are equals,
we are companions, we are the family of
God, of a God that is not the God of imperialism, but rath er th e God who during
Hurricane Mitch was to be found suffering
and dying in the neighborhoods and villages
that washed away, who was present there
with us in th e mud the storm left behind. It
is that God who has brought us safe this far,
and the God who will lead us home, hand in
hand, sister and brother, south and north,
into a new heaven and new earth where we
shall live in peace and be unafraid ."

Angels among us. Rosa
Maria Martinez Lindo gave
out corn-husk angels, made
by a Honduran women 's
group, to participants in
Tuesda y 's ' Un-lun cheon. "
Participants gave up th eir
lunch for the da y and ins tead
donated that m oney to th e
Global Food Crisis Fund.

II What we've
heard from many
of the volunteers
is that their visit to
our country has
amounted to a
.
.
conversion experience, in which
they've experienced the Holy
Spirit blowing in
powerful ways
through the lives
of the poor. II
-Noemi de Espinoza,
president of the Christian Commission
for Development, in Honduras
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Brethren Historical Library and Archives is a vital link to the past

I

by Kendra Flory

f one could lift the veil and see the

past: see the pious Eight in 1708 at
Schwarzenau; ... see the gradual transformation to the church of to-day; and
learn from the actors themselves at each
stage of development the wonderful
story of the church's growth, the duty of
recording it would be a rapturous pleasure. . . . But Death has sealed the lips
that could have spoken and stilled the
hand that might have written. Fragments
alone remain. These are scattered over a
wide area in two continents."
In his book, A History of the German
Baptist Brethren in Europe and
America , the first substantial historical
account of the Brethren, Martin Grove
Brumbaugh expressed in 1899 the truth
of a recorded history hard to come by.
However, in the last 64 years some of
these surviving fragments have been dis covered, donated, gathered, and formed
into what is now the Brethren Historical
Library and Archives (BHLA), located in

II
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the basement of the General Offices in
Elgin, Ill. It is the largest collection of
Brethren materials in one place.
A program of the General Board, the
BHLA strives "to keep alive the Brethren
faith heritage" by fulfilling the goals in
its purpose statement, including to col lect and preserve Brethren-related
materials, to give historical perspective
to the mission of the church through
counsel and publication, and to provide
a centralized Brethren research center.
BHLA began in 1936 when descendants of Elder J.H. Moore-a noted
writer, editor, and churchman among
the Brethren- donated his library to
the General Mission Board. A year
later the Joint Historical Commission
was organized as the first advisory and
policy-setting agency for the program.
Since its start, the BHLA has maintained a dual function of library and
archives-collecting and preserving publications, records, and other materials of
the Church of the Brethren, one of the
six major branches of the Brethren trac-

ing their roots back to Schwarzenau.
Also collected are books and periodicals
published by the other five groups-Old
German Baptist Brethren; Brethren
Church; the Fellowship of Grace
Brethren Churches; the Dunkard
Brethren; and the Conservative Grace
Brethren Churches, International.
As the official repository of the
Church of the Brethren, the BHLA
archives maintains Annual Conference
records dating back to 1856, as well as
records from early Brethren organizations such as the General Mission Board
( 1908- 1947). Extensive collections of
district and congregational materials are
kept, including the records of numerous
districts and congregations, district and
congregational directories, and district
minutes and newsletters. The archives
also house biographical files of Brethren
individuals and papers of national,
regional, and local Brethren leaders.
Among the items of this manuscript collection are the journal of Alexander
Mack, Jr., and the Dan West papers.

In the last 64 years some of these surviving
fragments have been discovered, donated,
gathered, and formed into what is now the largest
collection of Brethren materials in one place.
In its book collection the BHLA has
nearly 9,000 volumes, including books
from the Sauer and Liebert presses of
Germantown and the Ephrata Cloisters
Press, more than 550 genealogies, over
400 Bethany Theological Seminary
dissertations, and a 1539 German New
Testament-the oldest book in the col lection. The BHLA has also collected
more than 200 newsletters from differ ent Brethren organizations, more than
1,600 pamphlets, and more than 100
Brethren periodical titles, totaling over
1,750 bound volumes.
Other collections include photographs
and negatives totaling over 30,000
images, and nonprint media- video cas sette tapes, reel -to -reel tapes, 16 mm
films , slide sets, individual slides, filmstrips, phonograph records, and cassette
tapes, including tapes of Annual Confer ence business sessions since 1949.
The best source of genealogical infor mation at BHLA is the obituaries that
were published in Brethren periodicals
from 1851 , when the Gospel Visiter
began, through 1964 when the name of
the Gospel Messenger was changed to
MESSENGER. Almost all of these obituaries have been indexed by BHLA. A
gradual project over the past 11 years
was to index the obituaries and archive
the index on a CD, which is now avail able for purchase from Brethren Press.
Though it is not a museum, the BHLA
also has a small collection of artifacts .
The most significant piece of this collection is the Henry Kurtz organ that was
built in 1698 and is the oldest playable
pipe organ in the United States.
The collection has grown continually
since BHLA opened. Brethren records of
all kinds are always being collected.
Brethren Press donates copies of all its
publications. And Brethren authors, as
well as other contributors, often donate
to the organization. But in its earlier
years, the program lacked staff and
co nti nu ed on next page

KEN SHAFFER,
KEEPER OF THE ARCH IVES

N

ow in his 12th year as direct or

of Brethren Historical Library and
Archives , Ken Shaffer is responsible for
collecting materials, seeing that they are
cataloged and processed, and integrating
them into the library and archives. In this
administrative position he also plans the
BHLA budget and writes reports to the
General Board and Annual Conference.
But what Shaffer enjoys most about his
job in the archives is the challenge of
tracking down information for those
inquiring about Brethren.
"It's interesting work," he says. "The
kinds of materials you work with and the
kinds of questions you get, they make
you think."
Shaffer says one of the few frustrations of
his job is constantly changing technology. For
example, 16 mm reels are unusable unless an
old projector is available and working, or the
reels are converted to videotape, which will
also become obsolete someday. "Everything's
only a passing medium," Shaffer says. "It's
Ken Shaffer, director of BHLA,
hard to maintain the equipment of older media, enjoys the challenge of tracking
and it gets expensive to keep converting mate- down information.
rials with ever -changing technology."
Originally from Denton , Md ., Shaffer rece ived his undergraduate
degree in philosophy and religion from Bridgewater College in 1967, and he
earned a master of divinity degree at Bethany Theological Seminary ·in
1970. Several years later he took a job at Bethany in which he spent part
time in the acquisitions library. There he discovered his strong interest in
library work. Changing his plans to earn a doctorate in religion, Shaffer
worked toward a master's in library science at Northern Illinois University ,
which he received in 1983.
Shaffer has always enjoyed history as well. While most seminary students
took Brethren history their second or third year, he couldn't wait that long and
took it during his first year of classes .
In addition to his work in the archives, Shaffer meets with the Brethren Historical Committee and the Germantown Trust and served as book review editor
for Brethren Life and Thought.-Kendra Flory
Messenger September 2000
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BENEFIT TRUST
FULL-TIME STAFF OPENING
AVAILABLE NOVEMBER I, 2000

Director of
Communications
Located in Elgin, IL
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funding, so the responsibility for archives
was shared between various offices in the
Brethren Publishing House. Materials
were not processed or well-organized.
"Initially the archives wasn't processing and organizing the items," says
Ken Shaffer, director of BHLA. "So
much was kept, but they didn't create a
path to find specific items."
The program began to shift in the late
1970s when the first full-time coordinator was hired and the space allocated to
BHLA was doubled. Eventually a reading room/ processing area and a records
storage room were installed. Another
full -time position was added in the mid1980s, but was recently eliminated as
part of the General Board redesign.
The program depends heavily on
Brethren Volunteer Service workers and
other volunteers whose donated time is
often used for processing archival materials . All materials that come to BHLA
go through this archiving process,
which includes weeding out duplicates
and other unwanted materials, writing a
descriptive inventory (a record of contents in each set of materials), and filing
the information on computer.
Volunteers also help with answering
the hundreds of resource questions
directed at BHLA. In 1999 BHLA
responded in writing to 263 requests for
information , 273 phone requests, and
232 requests made by General Board
employees. One hundred people made
personal visits to use the archives.
"I don't know that we could handle
more phone, letter, and e-mail requests
than we' re getting now," Shaffer says.
"I'd like to see more people come on
site to us e the archives ."
Shaffer says the archives are used for
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Daniel Greenawalt recently completed
service in the archives as a Brethren
Volunteer Service worker.

many different reasons. They are used
by Brethren and others looking for
information about Brethren beliefs and
practices. For example, in 1996 a man of
Grace Brethren background came to
research the topic of nonresistance for
his dissertation. And, in 1993 a man
researching the civil rights movement
came to explore the materials of Ralph
Smeltzer, a Brethren who served as a
mediator in Selma, Ala., during the
marches of the mid -1960s.
Genealogists and those who write history are BHLA's primary users, inspired
to search for roots and reasons of their
heritage. Don Durnbaugh wrote that
"history is to the group what memory is
to the individual" and that like a person
reflects on past experiences to decide
how to act in the future: "His judgment
is tempered by past successes and failures," so must a group look to its
history and heritage for understanding
of what, how, and why it came to be in
order to be fruitful tomorrow.
Shaffer hopes Brethren will take advantage of the resources available in BHLA.
And, like Brumbaugh prayed for his book
of Brethren history, may it "quicken our
love for the church and, under the
bdlessing of God,db; thehmMeans of
oing some goo 1or t e aster. " ii6ii

m

Kendra Flory is a member of the M cPherson (Ka n.) Chu rch
of the Breth ren and will gra du ate from Bridgewater College in December. For nine weeks she se rved as an intern
at Breth ren Press t hrou gh th e M in istry Su mme r Se rvice
progra m. Her int erest in Bret hre n history and art ifacts
g rew str onger thro ugh her w o rk at the McP hers on
Mu se um whe re sh e d id the research and desi gn fo r a
hist orical display of M cPhers on College .

A management position that provides
overall leadership of the department
respons ible for promotion, public relations, and member resources.
Broad areas of responsibility include:
• Communicating the BBT mission
and programs.
• Creating program resources for
BBT plan members and clients .
• Promoting BBT programs and services to prospective customers.

Lead the department in the research,
design and image represented in all written, visual and electronic resources that
support the agency's communications
efforts and assure a consistent image of
competence for the organization.
Coordinate special public relations projects as needed (Le . Annual Conference
report to delegates, booth design and
set up, insight session coordination that
promotes the BBT and its ministries) .
Manage staff. Develop, monitor, and
approve budgets and program priorities
for the department.
Qualifications: The successful candidate
will blend creativity in communications with
marketing knowledge. BS or equivalent in
Journalism, Public Relations, Communications, Marketing or a related discipline with
a minimum of five (5) years experience in a
related position. Strong written and verbal
communication skills, a reader-friendly writing style. Internet literate.A high level of
proficiency in PageMaker 6.5; Quark
Express, and Photoship in a Windows environment (Word, Excel, PowerPoint).

A self-starter with a positive attitude ,
capable of developing a service-oriented
department. Familiarity with the Church
of the Brethren and its values helpful.
Interested and qualified persons may
apply by faxing letter, resume and salary
history to 847-742-0135 or mail to
Claudia Sheets, Brethren Benefit Trust,
I 505 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60 120,
Direct phone: 847-622-3389.

Compiled by

FRANK RAMIREZ

he love feast is based on a simple premise: disciples do as Jesus
commands. We examine our lives, wash feet, eat a simple meal,
and take communion. Through stories, memories, scriptures,
and photographs, the love feast is remembered and renewed,
extending the invitation to all to come to the Lord's table.

Here is a glimpse into the corporate memory of this central ritual of our faith.
A perfect gift for new members, deacons, church leaders, and all who (ind
their Christian home with the Brethren.

$19.95 paperback #8208
$49.95 limited edition hardcover #8240
145 l Dundee Avenue
Elgin, Illinois 60120-1694
phone 800-441-3712
fax 800-667-8188
e-mail brerhrenpress__gb@brerhren.org

At Brethren colleges all
are welcome!
We represent an exciting mix of
backgrounds, faiths, nationalities and
experiences. Our students challenge,
'
respect, and celebrate each others'
differences.

and develop the whole person with
Christian values, high standards of
excellence and integrity. Students are
challenged to think deeply and critically,
and gain the confidence to explore new

'

ideas.
Within a caring, learning community,
students have the freedom to flourishand talents, aspirations and dreams are
turned into reality.

A Brethren education will make
a difference ... in YOU!

For more information about
Brethren colleges, visit our website:
www.cobcoa.org or email:
cobcoa_gb@brethren.org
or call 1-800-323-8039

•LETTERS
•• When told how she had addressed God, Joan was surprised. She had not
realized she'd called God Mother. Somehow, her desperate need of maternal
comfort overshadowed her usual pattern of praying to God the Father.,,
New Messenger design

God is like a mother

It looks like the "gray old lady" has
been outfitted with new Sunday-goto-meeting clothes-and they are very
becoming to her. The new Messenger
design has a freshness and integrity
that was long due to someone of her
age. The gentlemen callers (prospective subscribers) will surely begin to
take renewed interest. Everything
from her new bonnet (nameplate) to
her gusset (the new page width) to
the cut of her dress (the layout and
design) put a new lift into her step.
She is bound to have the neighbors
gossiping. (Good for her!) Congratulations to all involved.

Several years ago, a young mother,
Joan, was desperate. She was ill. Her
husband had gone to Europe on a business trip. Her young son was suffering
severe asthma attacks. It was night.
Frightened, she telephoned Anne, an
experienced single mother who shared
a deep faith in God. "May we come stay
with you tonight?" Joan asked.
At Anne's home when the frightened
mother had her ailing son comforted and
finally asleep, Anne expressed their need.
"I think we ought to pray," she said.
In the sanctuary of prayer, Joan, out
of her desperation, uttered these
words, "Mother God, please help me."
Anne inwardly noted this unusual form
of address to God because Joan had

Ronald E. Keener
Gi lbert, Ari z.

OLIVE

TREE
Community

never before used it. Like most Christians at that time, she regularly prayed
to the Father God.
Years later, the two women recalled
that troubled night. When told how she
had addressed God, Joan was surprised. She had not realized she'd
called God Mother. Somehow, her desperate need of maternal comfort
overshadowed her usual pattern of
praying to God the Father.
In spite of the patriarchial emphasis
in the Bible rising out of the periods
in which these books were written,
some stunning feminine imagery for
God emerges. In addition to picturing
God in masculine terms of warrior,
judge, lord, and father, the writers of
scripture employed these unexpected
metaphors:

The Olive Tree has been a source of food, fuel, furnishings and oil
for anointing for over 6,000 years. Because it matures very slowlyone tree can live for over a thousand years-parents and
grandparents plant olive trees for their children, leaving a valuable
legacy for the next generation.
Bethany's Olive Tree Community joins together a special group
of friends who have a similar commitment to the Seminary.
Through deferred and estate gifts, they are leaving a legacy for
future generations to nurture the leadership needed for our
children, grandchildren and new children in the Church of the
Brethren.
,,f, .

, ._ "we invite you to become a member of the Olive Tree
Community. When you make your will, purchase life
insurance, start a retirement plan or review your current
estate plan, why not consider including BETHANY as a
beneficiary for part or all of the proceeds.
V

Contact Lowell Flory at 800-287-8822 for more information .
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LETTERS
The New Windsor Conference Center is
located at the lovely, historic Brethren
Service Center in New Windsor, MD. Many
fond memories are formed here among
the beauty and peace of these 26 acres.

As a Volunteer Hostess or Host, you wi ll have the opportunity to share in this
ministry by helping to provide Christian hospitality and conference services to our
guests in a cozy and homey atmosphere. You will experience the rewards of
serv ice as you interact with groups and individuals and w itness the true meaning of
our motto: "a quiet place to get things done."
On days off, an added benefit is our convenient access to Baltimore, MD, Lancaster, PA,
Washington, DC and other interesting places with opportunities for cultural, recreational
and religious activities. Numerous Brethren churches are available in the area.
We provide a furnished apartment and meals along with a sma ll stipend . You'll
need to bring maturity, detail orientation, an outgoing personality and genuine
interest in providing excellent customer service. Come join us for a week, a month
or longer, if you'd like. A few opportunities are sti ll avai lable for this year and
app lications are also being accepted for 2001. For more information, call or write
Elaine Hyde, Conference Coordinator, PO Box 188, New Windsor, MD 217760188; 1-800-766-1553 (toll-free).

QUITE POSSIBLY THE

PERFECT JOB
For a personal satisfaction unmatched,
join the Funding team of the General Board.
1) Sincerely thank individuals and congregations
for their support and prayers.
2) Share information and excitement about the
world -wide ministries of the church.

3) Listen to concerns, financial goals and needs of
members and friends of the church.
4) Give basic counsel in estate planning tools and
gift giving strategies.
Now searching for the right individual who feels called to join the General Board
staff in this ministry effort. Can be full time, semi-retired, or retired with time and/or
love for the work of the church to share. Must live in and be familiar with the culture of the No rtheastern U.S. Must be an informed, active member of the Church
of the Brethren, and wi lling to travel throughout that region.

For more information and application form contact:
El sie Holderread at
800-323-8039 x 259 or e-mail
eholderread_gb@brethren.org
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God is like a mother eagle
(Deut. 32:11, 12).
God is the mother who bore
(Deut. 32:18).
God was a wet nurse to Israel
(Num. 11:12).
God is like a midwife who takes the
child at birth and lays it on the mother's
breast (Psa. 22:9).
God is like the head woman in a
household (Psa. 123:2).
God is like a nursing mother (Psa.
131:2; Isa. 49:15 and 66:12, 13).
God is like a woman in childbirth,
gasping and panting (Isa. 42:14).
God is like a lifelong nursemaid.
(Isa. 46:4).
God, like a loving parent, teaches her
child howtowalk(Hos.11:11-4).
God is like a mother bear, robbed of
her cubs (Hos. 13:8).
Even Jesus referred to himself, the Son
of God, as a brooding mother hen, gathering her chicks to herself (Matthew 23:37).
If we overlook these feminine images
in scripture, we fail to recognize the
wholeness of God's nature, manifest in
both masculine and feminine.
Besides these images of the feminine
God, another passage of scripture
reminds us of the dual nature of God.
Genesis 1:27 states, "God created man
in his own image, in the image of God
he created him; male and female he created them." Humankind was created
male and female in God's image. That's
what God is like-male and female.
God is not male or female. God is
both male and female. We have no
words to express that. Actually, God is
infinite, so none of our words can
convey complete understanding of this
divine eternal being.
So, in the past, biased by culture, we
have used "he" and "his" when referring to God and addressing Goa only as
father, unconsciously neglecting the
feminine manifestations of the deity.
This omission limits our understanding
of the Creator-Sustainer-Nurturer of life.
Perhaps if we would abandon ourselves
in trust, out of our desperate need, like
Joan, we too might find ourselves praying
sometimes "Our Father," and sometimes,
"Mother God, please help me."
Jean Lersch

St. Petersb urg, Fla.
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CLASSIFIEDADS
from a Christian perspective with an emphasis on
Protestantism. Professional bil ingua l guide service . A bargain price for an excellent trip! Call
800-462-1592 for details.

Christian Family Practice group is seeking a
family physician to join our growing practice.
We are located in North Central Indiana, near
Goshen. We provide obstetrics with many deliveries done at an Amish Birthing Center near
Shipshewana. Opportunities for short- or longterm missions. Independently owned (six
physicians & one PA) and committed to remaining sensitive to the needs of the local community.
Option to buy in . Contact Steve Wendler, Administrator, at Middlebury Family Physicians, PO
Box 459, Middlebury, IN 46540. Day telephone:
219-825-2900 Evening : 219-825-7506.

Position available: Full-time additional staff
needed at Goshen City Church of the Brethren,
Goshen, IN . Person will assist in areas of community outreach, young adult and youth ministries,
contemporary worship, and Christian education.
Bachelors degree minimum. Contact Northern
Ind iana District Office, (219) 773-3149.

Travel to the White Continent-Cruise to
Antarctica-in cluding visits to Argentina and

Travel with a purpose. Visit the "Cradle of Civi-

Uruguay, January 7-20, 2001. Optional visits to
Chile and lguassau Falls available . For information please write to J. Kenneth Kreider, 1300
Sheaffer Road, Elizabethtown, PA 17022.

lization," March 16-29, 2001 . Featuring: crossing the
Red Sea, visiting Mt. Sinai, cruising on the Sea of
Galilee, cable car ride to Massada. Visit Petra, the
rose city, Jerusalem, The Holy Land , St. Catherine
Monastery on Mt. Sinai. Full breakfast and dinner
throughout. For information write Wendell and Joan
Bohrer, 8520 Royal Meadow Drive, Indianapolis, IN.
46217. Tel/fax 317-882-5067. E-mail rdwboh@aol.com.

Double-wide Mobile Home- excellent condition. Located in an established mobile home park
in Sebring Florida two miles from the Sebring CoB.
Two bedrooms, one and a half baths. Fully furnished including bed linens, dishes and cooking
utensils. 1,000 square feet of living space including beautifully furnished Florida room. Electric
heating and cool in g system . Carport and new
large shed and washing machine. Price $13,950.
Contact Fred Ikenberry, 108 W. Rainbow Drive,
Bridgewater, VA 22812. Phone (540) 828-0195.

Walk where Jesus walked with Pastor Roger
Forry November 13 thru 20, 2000. This is a pilgrimage of a lifetime! Breakfast and dinner are
included daily. Bus transportation is provided
from the Somerset, Pennsylvania area or passengers can meet the group at JFK airport for
their journey to Israel. Visit this historical area

The Association of Brethren Caregivers is
seeking a full-time Coordinator of Shared
Services to assist the Executive Director with
programming and services to the association and
the Fellowship of Brethren Homes, a ministry with
Brethren retirement communities. Id ea l candi dates will demonstrate the following qualifications:
working knowledge of the mechanisms and
processes which impact services to the aging;
experience in retirement community management; understanding of Church of the Brethren
heritage; bachelor's degree in a related field; proficiency in interpretation and consensus building;
comfort providing leadership in an environment
with diverse interests; excellent communication,
organization and computer skills. The position,
located in Elgin, Illinoi s, is available on Janua ry
1, 2001. Direct inquiries or send lette rs of application with resume and three references to Steve
Mason, Executive Director, ABC, 1451 Dundee
Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120.

Holy Land Tour. Visit Israel, the land of the Bible,
with optional extension to Egypt. Departs March
12, 2001 from Dulles Airport, VA. Visit Jerusalem,
Bethlehem, Nazareth and many more Biblical cities
and sites. Cruise the Sea of Galilee. First-class
hotels; breakfast and dinners included . Travel insurance available. For information write Pastor Lerry
Fogle, 1013 Mercer Place, Frederick, MD 21701, or
Email lwfogle@juno.com

EvERYTHING You WANT
IN A SERENE YET CONVENIENT COUNTRY SETTING.
RESIDENTIAL LIVING IN CROSS KEYS VILLAGE
•

HARMONY RIDGE APARTMENTS OR

COTTAGES

DINING - PLANNED ACTIVITIES . - TRANSPORTATION
ON-CAMPUS BANKING & MEDICAL FACILITIES
ASSISTED LIVING CENTER
•
•

SHELTERED NEIGHBORHOOD
PRIVATE ROOMS WITH BATH

•
•

HEALTH CARE CENTER
HOUSEKEEPING

•

SUPPORT SERVICES

•
•
•

HOME HEALTH SERVICES
• SPECIAL CARE UNIT
SPECIAL CARE (ALZHEIMER ' S) UNIT• NURSING CARE
CROSS KEYS SUBACUTE CENTER
• RESPITE CARE

EvERYTHING You NEED
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ADULT DAY SERVICES

MEDICARE/ MEDICAID APPROVED
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G:t
EOUAlHOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

(1ftl'fst/a11 care Jti1ce f!)OrJ
2990 CARLISLE PIKE - P.O. Box 128
NEW OXFORD, PA 17350-0128
1 - 888 - 624-8242
WWW.BRETHRENHOM E.ORG

The Bretliren Home
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Introducing Messenger...
... at half the price!
Introductions are sometimes awkward.
But those who get to know MESSENGER find it is a great way for Christians to
expand their local Christian witness by becoming acquainted with the global
mission and ministry of the Church of the Brethren.
More congregations are learning that providing new or prospective members
with a subscription to MESSENGER introduces them quickly to the exciting
work of the Brethren.
This introduction just got easier. Because it is half-price. Please help introduce
MESSENGER to those in your congregation who don't receive MESSENGER.
For details call 800-323-8039, ext. 247.
*

The only requirement for the introductory rate is to subscribe through a local congregation.

TURNING POINTS Forms for submitting Turning Points
information are available by calling
Peggy Reinacher at 800-323-8039.

New members
Antioch, Rocky Mount, Va.:
Jimmie Conklin , Michael
Emm ons, Nathan Em mons,
Katie Melson, Eve Milton
Arcadia , Ind.: Bonnie Brehm ,
Steve Cu rnu tt, Teri Curnutt,
Ja nae Curnutt
Beacon Heights, Fort Wayne,
Ind. : Michael Ball, Jess ica
Creath, Lynn Creath , Rebecca
Creath, Randy Creath,
Matthew Degitz, Amanda
Miller, Joel Peterson, Becky
Smith , Luke Sprunger, Josh
Wysong, Sam Wysong
Brothersvalley, Berlin , Pa .:
Nancy Burkett, Rebecca L.
Hay, Gregory A. Reiman,
Ja mes R. Turney, Jr .
Chambersburg, Pa.: Shawn
Adams, Adam Bricker ,
M ichelle Cerveri s, Kyle
Keath , Heather Marlin, Brett
Myers , Ryan Plyler, Tara
Sc huchman , Kurt Varne r,
Ashley Wengert
Cloverdale, Va.: Ca ra Wine,
Ami e Wine, Randi Win es,
Sa rah Stata, Clara Nelson ,
Debbie Russell
Community of Joy, Sali sbury,
Md.: Martin Hutchi son ,
Sharon Hutchi son, Angie
Drehmer, Bo b Drehm er,
Nathaniel Drehmer, Stacy
Habig, Ken Mahan , Do ug
See, Sally S ee, Becky Ruby
See, Daryl See, DiAn na See,
Jud y Urrasio , Belinda White,
Melody Wi schoff
Denton, Md. : Claire Berkey,
Colleen Berkey, Allison
Hol singer, Rebecca H olsinger
Dundalk, Baltim ore, Md. : Iri s
Dolla rd , Jeremy Kimbl e,
Susan Kimbl e, Marlene
McKinn ey, Amanda Sob us,
Terrie Sobus, Ann Sue True,
Natass ia Walker
Elkhart Valley, Elkhart, Ind .:
Pi erce Atkin s, Jan e At ki ns,
Du sty Earnhart, Ryan
McBr ide, Rosa lie McBride,
Laura Miller
First Central , Kan sas City,
Kan. : Jud y Burr, Es ther
Kangeri, Bens on Mwihaki,
Jan e Smith
Fraternity, Winston-S a le m,
N.C .: Ruth Dunn , Thomas
Hanks, Adele Ha nks, Troy
Warner, Sarah Beckner,
Barry Ti lley, Mary T illey ,
Barry Ti ll ey, Jr ., Jess Ti ll ey,
Kevin Villafan e, Kath erine
Haynes, Laurel Was haba ugh,
Daniel John son , Robert
Ri cc i, Na ncy Ri cc i, Lin dsay
Ricci , Ruby M iller, Jaso n
Method, Tina Method
Friendship, Linthi cum , Md .:
Ron Fin cham, Greg Hicker son , C heryl Hi ckerson
Gortner Union , Oakl a nd , Md. :
Alvin Lewi s, Azelma Lewis
Guernsey, Mon ticell o, In d.:
Pru e Logan
Heidelberg, Reistvi ll e, Pa.:
Ma rk Eberly, Rachel Ebe rl y,
Steven Eberl y, Mar ie Eberl y,
Thomas Eberl y, Dana Eberly

Highland Avenue, Elgin, Ill.:
Dick Durrant, Pat Durrant,
Doug Leatherman , Mary
Leatherman, Lindsay Garber,
Joseph Gibble- Keenan, Shannon McNeil, Matthew Meyer,
Cass ie Skweres, Parker Swanson, Amanda Turbyfill,
Douglas Bradshaw, Jane Bradshaw, Jenny Bradshaw, Susan
Jasica, Pat Owen, Leland
Fecher, Alfred Brauch, Joel
Davies, Jeanne Davies, Adam
Hackley, Nancy LaPlante
Logansport, Ind.: John Gaumer,
Cheryl Ulery, Greg Ulery,
Viola Ulery, Donetta Warner
Lone Star, Lawrence, Kan.:
Ph illi p Metsker, D ebora
Raw lings
Middlebury, Ind .: Tonja Elli ott,
Catherin e Groover, Bob
Schu ltz, Jean Schu ltz
Modesto, Calif. : Juan Adrover,
Th elma Adro ver , Fa lina Sa nguinetti
Mount Carmel , Milam , W.Va.:
Larry Ray Graham, Tiffany
Ali sa Phares, Travi s Adam
Phares

Wedding
anniversaries

Miller, Henry a nd Mary, New
O xford, Pa ., 74
Monke, Melvin and Phyll is,
Kin gsley, Iowa, 55
Patrick, Norman and Beryl,
Hers hey, Pa.
Quay, Clare nce and Mary,
Brid gewater, Va., 50
Rogers, Lewis and Shirl ey,
Johns town , Pa ., 50
Rohrer, H arry and Joa nna,
Mechanicsburg, Pa., 50
Ross , Wayne and Mary Elizabeth ,
North Manchester, Ind., 50
Shaffer, Martin and Chrystal,
Center Valley, Pa. , 55
Snell, Wayne a nd Verna,
Sparks, Nev., 50
Towers, Clayton and Jack ie,
Bridgewater, Va. , 50
VanBaalen , Wi lli am and Bettie,
Sebring, Fla., 65
Warren, Joe and Dorothy,
Smithvill e, Ohio, 50
Whalen , Dennis and Melva,
Huntingd on, Pa., 50
Whitsel , Hays and Ru th ,
Cham bersburg, Pa., 50
Wilhelm , Herbert a nd Doris,
Pasadena, Calif. , 50
Yoder, Elmer and Fern ,
Bremen , Ind ., 60
Zook, Wayne and Evelyn,
Wenatchee, Wa sh ., 50

Adolph , Lyle and Myrtle, Worthington, Minn. , 50
Archer, Roy and Bonni e,
Sebring, Fla ., 50
Bentz, Clark and D or is,
John stown , Pa. , 50
Bryant, James and Jacquita ,
Wichita, Kan. , 50
Burch , Doug and Naomi , Bradford, Ohio, 50
Chaney, Bert and Ina May,
Wheatland, Mo. , 50
Child , Don and Edith , Sebring,
Fla., 65
Coffman , Richard a nd Dori s,
H arri so nburg , Va ., 50
Davis , Rodney a nd Dorothy, La
Vern e, Calif. , 50
Deardorff, Paul a nd Mabel,
Chambersburg, Pa. , 70
Dickey, Kenneth and Martha,
Silver Lake, Ind. , 55
Dull, Norl yn and Gwen, La
Vern e, Cali f. , 60
Everest, Ned and Lois, Goshen,
Ind. , 50
Frantz, Dean and Marie, New
H ave n, Ind., 60
Harbaugh , James and Loi s,
Hun tin gdon , Pa. , 50
Harshbarger, Ra ymond and
Ma ry Ellen, McVeytown,
Pa., 50
Hermanson , Art and Lois ,
Kingsley, Iowa , 50
Hoffman, Fred and Pau line,
Chambersburg, Pa. , 65
Hoover, Ray mond and Lura ,
Goshen, Ind. , 55
Hostetler, Dean and La Verne,
Windber, Pa., 50
Krehmeyer, Aug us t a nd Earlene, Haxtun, Colo. , 60
Kreider, Clair and Betty,
W ill ow Street, Pa ., 55
Kreider, J. Russel and Mary,
Lancaster, Pa. , 50
Lindsay, William and Mildred,
Hun tin gdon , Pa ., 65
Mahan, Dan and Pat, Princess
Ann e, Md., 50
Martin , Harold and Pri sc illa ,
Lititz , Pa. , 50

Ake, Carrie, 63, Huntin gdon,
Pa. , March 8
Alwine, Clyde, 86 , John stown ,
Pa. , June 10
Anthony, Effie O tt, 78 , Dec. 13
Baker, Anne, 77, Huntin gdo n,
Pa. , May 16
Barrick, Ba rbara Lynne, 39 ,
Harri sonburg, Va ., May 1 7
Benham, Amy C ., 62, H am pstead , Md. , June 22
Berkey, Cynthia An n, 44, Dec. 3
Berkey, Ma ry S ., 79, W ind ber,
Pa., May 8
Bible, Beulah Elizabeth, 90,
Fran klin, W.Va., May 17
Bleam , Eth el I., 77, Quake rtown , Pa. , May 18
Bodkin, Jaylene, 40 , Bridgewater , Va ., Jun e 22
Bomberger, M ild red, 8 1, Leola,
Pa., July 3
Bower, D onald, Wichita, Ka n .,
Oct. 23 , 1998
Brown, Everett E. , 84, Wich ita,
Kan. , May 17
Brown , Ruth H ., 98, Wich ita,
Kan., Jun e 3
Bucher, An na , 95 , July 3
Brumbaugh , Ha rold B., 89,
Huntingdon, Pa., Jan. 18
Butterbaugh , Harriet, 94 , La
Vern e, Calif. , June 1 7
Byrd, Dori s Ann Hartley, 96 ,
Bridgewater, Va., May 1 8
Cameron , lvella , 92 ,
John s town, Pa ., May 10
Carpenter, Fl eta Vi rgin ia, 87,
Dayto n , Va. , April 30
Carter, Gladys Sto ne, 93, Bass ett , Va., July 1 7
Cherry, Ro nald , 68, Huntin gdon , Pa. , March 19
Cleghorn, Karen Lea, 61, Hart ford, Iowa, Jun e 26
Cline, De ni se Cool , 94 , Coral
Gables, Fla. , June 15
Coffey, Dorothy, 79 , Wich ita ,
Kan. , Feb . 4, 1999
Costlow, Mary, 88 , Windber,

Deaths

Pa. , Jun e 6
Coulter, Annabelle, 91, Huntingdon, Pa., June 7, 1999
Crites, Thelma Lee, 78, Moorefi eld , W. Va., May 23
Crum , Melvin H ., 75 , Johnstown, Pa ., July 5
Cubbage, Howard Vincent, 76 ,
Stanley, Va. , May 3
Detamore, An ne Mae, 77,
Mathias, W. Va., June 9
Donner, Benjamin J. , 88 ,
Berlin , Pa. , May 9
Dove, Denna Arlene, 79, New
Market, Va., May 15
Dowdy, Ea rl , 70 , Huntin gdo n,
Pa. , April 30
Eller, Rev. H enry Cline, 100,
Bridgewater, Va ., May 28
Emley, Ramah, 95, La Verne,
Calif. , June 4
Etter, Duane W., 78, Chamber sburg , Pa. , Feb. 1
Flory, Betty E., 77, Lawrence,
Kan ., April 6
Furr, William Harold , 81,
Bridgewater, Va., May 27
Gardner, Merle, 63 , Georgetown, Texas, May 22
Goss, Velma, 72 , Lancaster,
Pa ., Jun e 3
Gould, Rev.William L., 83,
New Oxford, Pa ., June 22
Green, Annetta, 60, Callaway,
Va. , May 20
Grove, Agnes, South Engli sh,
Iowa, May 11
Gugelman , Ra lph , 91 , Fort
Way ne, Ind. , Jan. 16
Harper, Ella 0 ., 89 , Moyers,
W.Va. , April 15
Harper , Els ie, 94, Moyers,
W.Va., April 10
Heiny, E. Wayne, 93, Modes to,
Calif., Ju ne 11
Herbster, Glenn, 79, La keville,
Ind. , June 30
Hicks , Vernon, 64, Nevada,
Mo ., Sept. 1, 1998
Hileman , Lawrence G. , 83 ,
Elgin , lll. , Sept. 10, 1 999
Hinkle, Mabel, 80, Lebanon ,
Pa., April 2
Huet, Frederick, Sr. , 72 ,
Jo hnstown, Pa., June 21
Isett, George, 77, Mount
Vernon , O hio, June 19
Kenyon, Edna, 94, Huntin gdon, Pa. , Jan. 10
King, Zela, 88, Bridgewa ter,
Va. , March 3
Kiracofe, Jimmie Lee, 57,
Waynesboro, Va. , June 8
Kojakanian , Alex, 82, Modesto,
Cali f. , Apri l
Korneich , Alex, 88, Elgin, Ill .,
April 26, 1999
Kretzer, Norman E. , 79 , Chambersburg, Pa. , June 12
Lehman , Susan Sellers, 64,
Dallastown, Pa. , Jun e 30
McWilliams , Clarence (Bud) ,
87, Pasadena, Cal if. , Apri l 12
Mathias , Ervin Lee, 86, Timberville, Va. , May 30
Maxwell, Troy, 72 , Wic hita,
Kan. , May 11
Miller, DeWitt Thomas, 81,
Hampton , Va ., April 16
Miller, Marion , 85, Leban on,
Pa. , June 26
Mock, Harl ey, Wichita, Kan.,
Jan. 20, 1999
Mock, Olive, 80, Johnstown,
Pa ., March 1
Mosholder, Doroth y I. , 86,
Berlin , Pa ., June 18

Musselman, Velm a , 73,
Hanover, Pa., June 24
Myer, Anna Mae, 88, Lebanon ,
Pa ., Jun e 1
Myers, Mattie Ellen, 94,
Bridgewater, Va. , May 5
Nicarry, Frances 0., 80, Chambersburg, Pa., April 14
Pearson , Rachael, l 4,
Lakeville, Ind ., June 2
Pence, Margaret Garber, 78,
McGah eysville, Va. , May 12
Picking, Esther B. , 76,
Mechanicsburg, Pa. , May 16
Reed-Sechler, Ruth, 83, Windber , Pa., May 29
Roth , Dorothy, 90, Huntingdon , Pa. , April 2 1
Runk, Hayden G., 86, McVey town, Pa. , July 3
Rupel , Denni s, 69, Stockton ,
Calif., Jun e 4
Ryman, Medford Lester (Ted),
78, Mount Jackson, Va., June 5
Senn, Edward, 81 , July 12
Sesser, Charles L. , 84,
Modesto, Cali f., June 8
Shaffer, Holli s, 95, Whitewater, Kan., Nov. 28 , 1998
Shaffer, Martin, 60, Nov. 3
Shuyler, Mary , 79 , Quarryvill e,
Pa. , Jun e 6
Smith, Carolyn Berkey, 36,
Ju ne 16
Smitherman, Alma, 80, W inston-Salem , N.C., April 24
Spainhour, H enry (Ed), 82,
Winston-Salem, N .C., June 11
Strawderman, Alfred Leon
(Doc), 73 , Luray, Va ., June 15
Swihart, Elsie M. Anglemyer,
90, Goshen, Ind., June 29
Tryon , Charl es , 90, La Verne,
Calif. , Apr il 21
Vance, Gerdie Virginia, 94 ,
Mathias, W.Va ., May 17
Vought, Robert W., 59 ,
Frieden s, Pa. , April 9
Wakeman , P. S ta nl ey, 85 , Toms
Brook, Va ., June I 0
Walters, Frances Arlene Bambers, 88 , Mo unt Ja ckso n,
Va. , May 28
Warner, Robert M. , Elgin, Ill. ,
May 6, 1999
Watkins , Mabe l, 8 1, Wichita ,
Kan., May 23
Weaver, Harold , 77, Ann vill e,
Pa ., June 24
Weaver, H erman 0. , 86,
John stown, Pa ., July 6
Webb, Eva, 74, Rocky Mount,
Va. , May 7
Weirick, Wi lli am , 70, Wichi ta,
Kan. , Feb. 3, 1999
Wellman, Cla ire, Sebring, Fla. ,
Jul y 12
Whetzel , Garnet Denzil, 79,
Broadway, Va. , May 2
Whitlow, Ja mes, 8&, Rocky
Mount, Va. , Jun e 22
Whitmer, Rebecca, Mount
Morri s, Ill ., Nov. 6
Wimer, William A. (Bill) , 58,
Franklin, W.Va. , May 18
Witter, Hel en M., 83, Chambersburg, Pa. , May 1 7
Wolf, A. Loui se, 85, New
Oxford , Pa. , June 30
Woody, Mary, 100, La Verne ,
Calif. , Jun e 25
Yoder, Ju an ita, 77, G oshen,
Ind ., Jun e 9
Ziegler , Ralph , 83, Elgin, Ill. ,
Aug. 21 , 1999
Ziegler, Wi ll iam , 92 , Palmyra,
Pa ., April 19
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Steady u nti I the sun sets

W

As civil war
wears on in
Sudan-it
has been 17
years nowour job as
American
Christians
and the
Church of
the Brethren
is to pray for
peace and
freedom
there.
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hen the Amalekites threatened, Moses
sent Joshua out to fight them while Moses

went up the hill, taking Aaron and Hur with
him, to intercede with God on behalf of the Israelites.
When Moses held up his hand to God, Israel prevailed. But when he lowered his hand, Amalek started
to win in battle. As the day wore on Moses grew tired
and had to sit down. Eventually Aaron and Hur had
to hold up his hands for him. But his hands were
"steady until the sun set," and Joshua defeated Amalek
with the sword (Ex. 17:8-13).
As civil war wears on in Sudan-it has been
1 7 years now- our job as American Christians
and the Church of the Brethren is to pray for peace
and freedom there. "To clasp the hands in prayer
is the beginning of an uprising against the disorder of the world," said Karl Barth. Here are some
ways we might pray.
Pray that Sudan might become a topic in the
US presidential campaign . This seems preposter ous, because even foreign affairs in general seems
to be off the radar screen for political candidates.
The electorate is more concerned about how to pay
for prescription drugs or save Social Security than
it is about the fate of Africans. But if I got a chance
to ask the candidates a question, I would ask what
they intend to do about Sudan. The war has killed
nearly 2 million people, far more than were killed
by the Serbs in Kosovo before the US took its stand .
Nearly 4 million people have been forced to flee
their homes at least once since 1983, and many
thousands live in refugee camps. The number of
victims of Sudan's war far outstrips that of recent
wars in Chechnya, Kosovo, Bosnia, Rwanda, and
Somalia combined. Yet Sudan is ignored and forgotten by the US and much of the world.
Pray the news about Sudan. No matter how many
people are suffering in Sudan, chances are you won't
read about it in your newspaper or hear it from Tom
Brokaw. But news reports can be tracked down from
the Internet. From the Reuters news wire on Amer ica Online, I learned that early this year President
Clinton assigned diplomats to the Sudanese capital
for the first time since the US closed its embassy in
1996. Then President Omar Hassan al -Bashir ousted
from his government Islamist leader Hassan al-Turabi,
leading to speculation that Bashir is trying to shed
Sudan's image as an exporter of terrorism. The ouster
of Turabi prompted rebel leader John Garang to fly
to Cairo to talk with Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak. They discussed "ways to take advantage
of these developments to turn Sudan into a new
united and democratic Sudan," Garang told reporters
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then. These hopeful reports from last spring faded
away with nothing seeming to come from them. More
than two years of peace talks under the auspices of
the Intergovernmental Authority on Development
(IGAD) have so far failed to make any progress.
Pray for fighting to stop . First came reports in
May that the government had resumed bombing
attacks, in violation of a ceasefire agreement. Rebel
troops, meanwhile, captured the town of Gogrial,
previously held by the government. In late July rebels
said the government had stepped up bomb attacks.
Merlyn Kettering, the Church of the Brethren consultant to the New Sudan Council of Churches,
reported during an Annual Conference insight ses sion that the pace of government bombing has doubled
since Sudan began receiving revenues from oil exports
last year. A Canadian oil company, Talisman Energy,
Inc., is helping to extract the oil, but is receiving pres sure from home to stop fueling Khartoum's war effort.
Pray for "People-to-People" peace. The New
Sudan Council of Churches (NSCC), the Church
of the Brethren's partner in the region, is sponsoring a series of peace conferences aimed at ending
conflicts between traditional tribal enemies in Sudan.
The Wunlit conference, in March 1999 (see MES SENGER, June 1999) was called to reconcile the
Dinka and Nuer peoples. A second conference, the
East Bank Nilotics Reconciliation Conference, was
held this May with four additional ethnic groups.
More such efforts are planned, with the idea that
peace begun at the grassroots will spread.
Pray for commitment and persistence. In a recent
Church of the Brethren video, Haruun Ruun, exec utive director of NSCC, compares Sudan's plight
with that of South Africa during apartheid: "I never
thought it would ever change. But Christians all
over the world decided to do something. There is
nothing impossible for God. They said , 'We are
here as a voice of God and the hands of God. It is
our responsibility to communicate to the world that
God doe s not like this [apartheid]. And we don't
want it. ' They made that commitment. ·
"Our brothers and sisters in Euro-North America can do the same for Sudan. It is not a simple
challenge. But it is a challenge for humanity. It
can be done."
Prayers for peace in Sudan may be answered
suddenly, as they seemed to be in South Africa. Or,
as some Sudanese tell us, peace may take 40 years.
Will our prayers last that long, or will we suffer
"donor fatigue" and ''Africa fatigue"? We must, like
Moses, find ways to prop up our hands steady in
prayer for as long as it takes.-FLETCHER FARRAR
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onnect the Dots

: Things are different
•
The Association of Brethren Caregivers
• has been an independent organization

ABC connects to you and
congregation by providin

• since January 1, 1998.
ABC became an official denominational
agency on July 3, 1998.

• National Older Adult Conference
and Caring Ministries Assembly
• Deacon Resources 1·=--,.____=-

.

• Annual Conference charged ABC with
• responsibility for the health and caring
ministries of the Church of the Brethren
• on July 3, 1998.

• Annual Health
Promotion
Worship and
Study Resources

•

• Caregiving a quarterly
publication
for caregivers

• Most ABC programs are congregationally
based.

•

• ABC needs financial support from you
• and your congregation to continue
these programs .

•

• ABC does not receive financial support
• from any other denominational agency.

• Messenger On Tape -

for people

with visual impairments
• Scholarships and Loans for
Studies in the Health Professions

•
The only way you and your congregation can financially
support the caring ministries of the Church of the
Brethren is to send that support directly to ABC.

Support the Association of Brethren Caregivers
1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, Ill., 60120; (847) 742-5100, fax (847) 742-5160; www.brethren.org/abc/

Chicken pens and cement block houses are major advances, but there is something greater achieved
when Honduran villagers and Brethren volunteers labor side by side. It's the exchange of spiritual gifts:
spreading the good news of God's love and justice, living out the compassion of Jesus, discovering the
hope that God puts in the eyes of the poor. Give to the World Mission Offering, that with our partners in
Christ "we may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith" (Rom. 1 :12).

_JL
World Mission Offerin~
Church of the Brethren General Board
1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120
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