Get out to the BBT Fitness Challenge
& Golf Outing at Annual Conference.
BBT Fitness Challenge
Monday, July 17, 7:00 a.m.

BBT Golf Outing
Thursday, July 20, 8:00 a.m.

A SK race for runners and walkers on a
measured course.
Besides a good workout, participants will receive
• a commemorative tee shirt
• post-race breakfast (fruit, muffins, juice)
• prizes for category winners
Fee:$15

Format: team scramble
Expanded this year to include all interested golfers
attending Annual Conference.
Fee: $40, covers greens fees, cart, range balls,
beverages, lunch and prizes.

All conference participants welcome. For more information
and registration forms, call 800-746-1505, ext. 393.
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The church and mental illness
The death last summer of Wes Albin, an
active member of the Harrisburg, Pa., congregation, has opened this discussion of
how churches can deal with depression, a
common but misunderstood form of
mental illness.

Imagine the Moment
of Resurrection
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Imagine the moment
of resurrection
when light penetrated
what seemed impenetrable
what seemed eternal darkness, the tomb,
that moment
in all of human history
that changed everything
yet appeared
as the world awoke
just another morning.

A doctor with a mission
With support from US Brethren, a
Dominican Republic doctor who is a
member of the Dominican Church of the
Brethren has taken her faith and medicine
on a mission to help Haitian refugees in
labor camps.

19

Caring for creation in Belize
Upon their return from a Church of the
Brethren "Faith Expedition" to Central
America, three writers reflect on the Chris tian response to environmental
destruction .

24

The Easter spiritual

n the cover: Our Easter cover is by Paul Grout,
whose art and ministry were featured in the April
1999 edition. Grout, who is pastor of Genesis
Church of the Brethren, Putney, Vt ., has completed a series of
paintings on the Easter theme, "Stations of the Resurrection. "
Grout wrote the poem below to accompany the cover painting.

-PAUL GROUT

"Sometimes it causes me to tremble, trem ble, tremble." Reflecting on the deeper
meaning of the familiar music, Ken Gibble
writes: "When resurrection happens, you
tremble. "
26

A Quiet Place
A little old farmhouse in Indiana, on the
grounds of Camp Mack, has been trans formed into a spiritual retreat center where
tired souls can find rest and renewal,
where they can be close to God.
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From the Publisher
hose who read small print may have noticed lots of transition within the team
that produces MESSENGER . While editor Fletcher Farrar is now an old-timer
within the group, just about everyone else has come on board since fall. (We even
changed printers a few months ago.)
Peggy Reinacher became acquainted with the Brethren last summer when she
began as a temporary employee to help get subscription processing back on schedule
after a major change in computer software. When long -time subscriptions coordinator Vicki Roche left in September, we were fortunate to have Peggy already trained
and ready to go. She has excelled at finding ways to make the process more efficient.
Supervision of subscriptions and selling ad space have recently shifted into
Brethren Press marketing. To these and all his other marketing tasks, manager Russ
Matteson has brought energy, skill, creativity, and a keen sense of who the Brethren
are. With business and seminary degrees, pastoral experience, and several years
managing bookstores, his background is perfect for Brethren Press.
News manager Walt Wiltschek eased into the job by filling in on an interim basis
when Nevin Dulabaum moved down the hall to the Brethren Benefit Trust. So when
we hired Walt, he already knew just about everything he needed to know. In addition
to broadcasting Brethren news through Newsline and giving attention to the denominational website, Walt is preparing the news section of MESS EN GER. His twin passions
for journalism and ministry (he comes straight from the Westminster, Md., congregation , wh ere he was associate pastor) make him a natural for his new position.
With the next issue we will bring back an old name, that of Paul Stocksdale. He
started his career with MESSENGER shortly after college, but left several years ago for
a new job. He's been honing his design skills in the rarefied air of a Chicago ad
agency, but never stopped providing occasional freelance design work for various
agencies of the church. He comes back to us now because he and his wife, Cynthia,
have just gone full-time running their own business , Cedar House Design.
Paul picks up where Marianne Sackett leaves off. A freelance designer, Marianne
has designed about two years' worth of MESSENGERS, working from her home office
in Chicago. Not only is she an expert at Quark, but on more than one occasion she' s
gone the second mile for us- driving the materials to Elgin in order to save us a day
in the schedule, for example .
In addition to those whose names appear on the masthead , there are other out standing but unaccredited folks who also help the magazine get out the door and
into readers' mailboxes. However, the teamwork isn' t really complete until you, our
faithful readers, take the magazine into your homes and make it part of your lives .
Thanks for being a member of the MESSENGER family. I wish the masthead were big
enough to list you all .
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In Touch

Don Brandt and Geraldine

How one man started his own heifer project
on 'Brandt, a member of the Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation, is neither a farmer
nor a rancher. The closest he has come is to work at a plant nursery, and he helps sell
produce at the Lebanon, Pa., disaster relief auction each fall.
He considered raising produce for the auction , until he got the idea that maybe he
could grow something bigger.
He purchased a young calf at the auction and named her "Geraldine." With the help of
his wife, Lois, and some friends he fed, immunized, and had the heifer bred, returning
her to the auction the next year. On the day she faced the buyers, Geraldine behaved
"like a good Brethren cow," in Don's words, bringing in a respectable $1 ,075 for the disaster fund .
Don says the venture into cattle -raising was so enjoyable he might do it again-if there
is a heifer as appealing as Geraldine!-SARA W1LSO N

D

Married for 70 years,
one day at a time
It was a quiet celebration
on Sept. 12, a small family
dinner, that marked the
70th year since Meade and
Velma McCoy, of Marion
Center, Pa. , were united in
a simple ceremony at the
Presbyterian parsonage.

"We've had our ups and
downs like everybody
else," says Velma. She and
her husband are both 90.
Five years ago she was
down with a heart condi tion and doctors didn't
think she would survive.
But after receiving a pace maker she bounced back.
After Christmas her hus -

band Meade was hospitalized for awhile, and Velma
baked fresh buns for the
folks from church who
went to visit him. The
McCoys live with their
son, William, a registered
nurse who helps to care for
them both.
They've been going to
the Purchase Line Church
April 2000 M ESSENGER 3
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of the Brethren, Clymer,
Pa., since 1940, when the
pastor then, Dorsey
Rotruck (currently of
McPherson, Kan.) came to
visit their daughter who
was sick with pneumonia.
"We have a lot of 'almostgrandchildren' at our
church," says Velma .
"There are a lot of young
people who look up to us."
What is the secret to 70
years of marriage? "I
asked my husband that and
he had no idea, " Velma
says. "We plug along. You
just have to keep plugging
along I guess."

Youth take a hard
look at racism
Jan 7-9 was the date of a
young adult retreat held at
Camp Eder, sponsored by

Roy and Jean Judy with Lucille and Alton McDaniel.

Roy Judy completes 40 years
n Jan. 1 Roy Judy, and his wife, Jean, were honored
for serving the Ridgely, Md., congregation for 40
years . He began by sharing the pastorate with Alton
McDaniel, each preaching every other Sunday; then Judy
went to full time in 1961. Many friends and former members of the congregation came to celebrate the occasion,
including Alton McDaniel , who brought the morning message, "Blessed are the History-makers."

O
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both the Southern Penn sylvania District and On
Earth Peace Assembly. The
retreat was attended by 15
young adults. We also had
to acknowledge that at a
retreat looking at racism,
our brothers and sisters of
color were very underrepresented, with only one
female of color.
We can easily admit, as
people who are predominantly of German heritage,
middle class, and Protes tant, we come from a very
privileged subset of the
world. What is very hard
to admit is that as mem bers of that privileged
group, we are oppressing
other groups in order to
have our privileges.
Two videos , a documentary on the Los Angeles
riots and a "Prime Time"
special were presented to
examine issues of racism,
the effects of injustice
towards blacks in the US,
and the depth of emotion
and anger over racial
injustice. We d iscussed our
isolation from multicultur alism , our unawareness of
events that are not WASP,
and how that lack of edu cation can further widen
the gap between racial
groups. We spent time discussing how to raise our
own personal awareness of
race, ethnicities, and prej udice.
We took away from the
weekend the hope of rec onciliation found in
Ephesians 2:14-19.
-BETH MILLER

Spring Mount marks
200 years of service
Spring Mount Church of
the Brethren, Warriors
Mark, Pa., celebrates its
200th anniversary this year.

An "Old-Timers Day" is
planned for May 21 with
Brethren heritage displays.
Aug. 13 is a family picnic
following the church service. Special events with
guest speakers are planned
for Oct. 7 and 8.
Guests and words of
greeting are welcome. For
information call 814 -6325051 or 814 -632 -8620.

Indiana men take on
the world
Camp Alexander Mack
hosted the third annual
Northern Indiana District
Men's retreat Feb. 5 and 6.
About 40 men attended the
retreat, which carried the
theme, "A Man and His
World."
Retreat attendees looked
at the dynamics of rela tionships and explored the
Christian responses to a
world divided by condition, creed, and color.
Leaders were David Rad cliff, director of Brethren
Witness, and Lee Krahen buhl, co -pastor of
Skyridge Church of the
Brethren, Kalamazoo,
Mich.

West Goshen honored
as Centennial Church
The West Goshen Church
of the Brethren, Goshen,
Ind., was honored as the
Centennial Church for
1999 by the Elkhart
County Agricultural Society. The West Goshen
congregation was established in 1830 by the
families of Elder Daniel
Cripe, Jacob Cripe, Clint
Stouder, and John Pippinger, who came to the
area from Montgomery
County, Ohio .

Meetings were held in
homes until 1859, when a
small wooden church was
built at the present location.
This was replaced in 1886
by the present building.
West Goshen is the
"mother church" for some
30 other Brethren congregations in northern Indiana
and lower Michigan.

After 65 years Bush
retires from ministry
Clyde Bush, of Curryville,
Pa ., has retired after 65
years in the active ministry.
He was called to the ministry at the age of 18 by the
Curryville Church of the
Brethren and began his
ministry at the Riddlesburg
church. Other Church of
the Brethren congregations
he served include Stoner stown, Bellwood, James
Creek, Beech Run, Water side, Black Valley, and
Pleasant Union.
During his ministry Bush
preached 3,268 sermons,
conducted 364 prayer
meetings, baptized 15 7
(including 50 on one day
assisted by two other pas tors), and officiated at 110
weddings and 112 funerals.

Students study civil
rights on tour of South
Manchester College professor Ken Brown and three
students spent their January
session in the South, visit ing cities and sites
associated with the civil
rights movement.
The students in the peace
studies program-Erica
Sweitzer, Eric Christiansen,
and Angela Florence-were
taking a course titled,
"Current Issues in Peace
and Justice: How the Civil

Rights Movement has
Changed the South."
The group went to the
University of Mississippi,
the one-time segregationist
school that became a
hotbed of civil rights activity in the 1960s. They
visited the Lorraine Motel,
site of the assassination of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
They were in Atlanta, Ga.,
for the Martin Luther King,
Jr. holiday. In keeping with
the words of Coretta Scott
King- "It's not a day off,
it's a day on" - they spent
the day volunteering at an
inner -city school and an
AIDS shelter.

Eshbach certified as
fund raising executive
Theresa C. Eshbach, of
Thomasville, Pa. , director of
institutional advancement
for Bethany Theological
Seminary, was awarded the
professional designation of
Certified Fund Raising
Executive (CFRE) by the
CFRE certification board.
Those certified have met
professional standards and
have agreed to uphold a
code of ethics and the

Theresa C. Eshbach

Donor Bill of Rights. Also,
candidates must pass a written examination.

After serious accident,
she shares her faith
Last June Flora Williams ,
professor of family and
consumer economics at
Purdue University and
pianist at Lafayette (Ind.)
Church of the Brethren,
was in Mexico on a tourist
van that crashed. Her
injuries required the amputation of her right lower
arm and hand.
A local newspaper article
highlighted the positive
attitude that brought Flora
through her recovery.
"Instead of being
depressed, I reflect on the
fact that I am blessed," she
says . As one friend put it,
she focused on the internal
and the eternal, instead of
the external.
She has returned to classroom teaching, and is even
playing the piano and organ
again. Rather than hide her
prosthesis, she adorns it
with nail polish and splashy
rings. "The Lord did not
promise life would be easy,"
Flora says, "but he did
promise to go with us every
step of the way."

Marjorie and Conrad Burton.

Remembered

.March 31, 1999. He77,wasof Long
Beach, Calif., died
D
pastor of the Panorama City,
Calif. congregation for 1 7 years . Later he left the pastoral
Conrad Burton,

ministry to develop a new mission-the development, con struction, and management of non-profit housing for the
low-income elderly.
In the 1960s, Burton ministered to despondent street
kids of Los Angeles. "He would go down to the Sunset
Strip and just talk and listen to the kids," said his wife,
Marjorie. "He would help get them back on their feet,
sometimes reuniting them with their families."
Martha Wenger Bachman, 77, of Lebanon, Pa., died
July 11. She served in Brethren Volunteer Service, and
with Civilian Public Service in Castaner, Puerto Rico. She
was a member of Brethren Peace Fellowship and was
known for her dedication to the cause of peace.

"In Touch " features news of congregations, districts, and individuals. Send story ideas and photos to "In Touch," MES S EN G E R,
1451 Dundee Ave. , Elgin, IL 60120 .
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News
Guillermo Encarnacion, coordinator of theological training in the Dominican
Republic; Jerry Crouse, mission co-coordinator in the Dominican Republic; Allen
Hansell, director of ministry for the Church of the Brethren General Board; and
Becky Baile Crouse, mission co -coordinator, join in laying on hands as 10 pastors
are ordained in the first Church of the Brethren ordination service in the
Dominican Republic.

Dominican Brethren celebrate
theology graduation

Brethren Volunteer Service Orientation
Unit 237 trained at Camp lthiel, Gotha,

Fla. , Jan. 23 to Feb. 11. The work
assignments for the volunteers are
listed next to their names. Front row:
Kerry Labuschagne (Camp Brethren
Woods, Keezletown, Va.), Sue Grubb
(staff); second row: Matt Stauffer
(staff), Andy Kloos (San Antonio
Catholic Worker House, Tex.); Christy
Bischoff (Quaker Cottage, Belfast,
Northern Ireland); third row: Lynn
Stoltzfus (Christian Peacemaker
Teams , Chiapas, Mexico); Tobias Baier
(Nationa l Farm Worker Ministries,
Florida/North Carolina), Ali Durbin
(Guatema la Accompaniment Project,
Guatemala City) ; Back row: Barrett
Chaix (International Peace Bureau,
Geneva, Switzerland); Aimee Edmark
(Church of the Brethren Youth
Services, Leola, Pa.); Tracy Stoddart
(staff); Veli Turhan (Tri -City Homeless
Coalition, Fremont, Calif).
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Brethren in the Dominican Republic
use a traditional greeting when
saying hello or farewell: "Dios le
bendiga" - God bless you.
February proved to be a month
especially filled with God's blessings
for the Dominican Brethren and for
their counterparts in the United
States. Feb. 12 marked graduation
day for 1 7 students who became the
first in the nation to complete a fiveyear Church of the Brethren
theological training program. A week
later, the first Brethren ordinations
in the Dominican Republic took
place at the ninth annual assembly of
congregations there.
"This is a very sacred and historic
moment in the international Church
of the Brethren, and a special joy in
the Dominican Republic," said General Board Director of Ministry Allen
Hansell, who conducted the services
among the wooden benches of an
outdoor pavilion.
In addition to the 10 pastors who
were ordained, 7 more people were
licensed during the Saturday evening
service. The group of 1 7 included
old and young, men and women -

all of them exhibiting a passion for
Jesus Christ and the church. Each
minister came to the front surrounded by members of his or her
congregation to show support and
community.
About 30 US Brethren were present for the historic ceremonies,
joining more than 150 Dominicans.
In addition to Hansell, the US representatives included executive director
Judy Mills Reimer and Global Mis sion Partnerships director Merv
Keeney of the General Board, Jim
Myer of Brethren Revival Fellowship,

~ '----'-"--"'--

Pastor Sebastian Reyes of the Agua
Viva congregation celebrates his
ordination.

and a large workcamp group from
Pennsylvania.
The entire ceremony painted a portrait of two cultures woven together,
with Hansell delivering the ceremony
an d vows in English, and Guillermo
Encarnacion , coordinator of theological training in the Dominican
Republic, translating them into the
native Spanish. All ministry materials, such as certificates and
identification cards, were also translated into Spanish for the occasion.
"I am happy and thrilled," said
newly ordained Angelica Beriguete,
pastor of the Fuente de Vida congregation, through a translator. "For
anyone who is ready and feels called
by God, this is a good direction. This
is an exciting time for the church."
As many as 40 Dominicans are
expected to enroll in the theological
training program this year. Some of
those are continuing students, but
many are new. Nineteen congrega tions or preaching points are now
functioning in the country with the
guidance of Church of the Brethren
mission coordinators Jerry and Becky
Crouse, who live in Santo Domingo .
The Crouses received a quick and
emphatic round of applause for their
work after Jerry delivered their report
at the assembly.
Other major items at the assembly
included approval of the 1999 treasurer's report and 2000 budget,
elections for the coming year, reports
from each congregation, and amendments to their conference's
constitution.
Worship provided the central
heartbeat of the weekend, however,
with energetic and abundant music,
fervent prayers, scripture readings,
and moving messages - including
addresses by Encarnacion Saturday
night and Reimer on Sunday, following communion.
As people went their separate ways
after the closing worship, the mean -

ingful words came again: "Dios le
bendiga. " -WALT W1LTSCHEK

General Board programs
finish fiscal year in black
Church of the Brethren General
Board treasurer Judy E. Keyser used
"solid" and "stable" as the two words
to describe the organization's finan cial status entering 2000.
"General programs," those which
are not self-funded, showed a total
income over expense of $136,070
according to pre-audit reports. That
strong showing came even after several adjustments, such as a one-time
transfer to Brethren Press and a
transfer to fund annuity payments.
For self-funding units, all but one
finished in the black. The New Wind sor (Md.) Conference Center showed
the largest turnaround, posting a
deficit in 1998 but showing a $5,450
net income over expense in 1999.
Similar good news came from
Brethren Press ($11,390), and from
Emergency Response/Service Ministries ($35 ,1 10). MESSENGER showed
a net loss of $25,380 for the year.

Urban Peace Tour visits
churches of Los Angeles
During the week of Feb. 8-13 participants in Urban Peace Tour 2000
traveled to Church of the Brethren
congregations throughout the Los
Angeles area. They worshiped
together, celebrating their unique
cultures and backgrounds, but united
under a common identity as Christians and members of the Church of
the Brethren.
The tour gathered participants
from Brethren congregations across
the country including: Harrisburg
(Pa.) First-Iglesia del Discipulado,
Altoona (Pa.) 28th Street, Germantown (Philadelphia, Pa.), and
Phoenix (Ariz.) First. Local area par-

Orlando Antonio Jimenez, a member of
Bella Vista Church of the Brethren, Los
Angeles, on the Urban Peace Tour.

ticipants from Imperial Heights,
Valley View Whittier, and Bella Vista
congregations further strengthened
the tour.
"I was continually amazed by the
worshipful and energetic spirit in
which people gave themselves to the
tour-heart and soul," said tour
coordinator Greg Laszakovits, who is
finishing a year doing anti-racism
education through the General
Board's Brethren Witness office.

Ernie Sewell, of Germantown Church of
the Brethren, on the Urban Peace Tour.
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Each night's worship celebration
included music, testimonies, powerful preaching, and prayers for
personal, interracial, and world
peace.
"We could really feel the Holy
Spirit move in those churches," said
Nate Olivencia of Harrisburg, Pa. "It
was powerful!"
One of the highlights of the tour
was the final worship service at Central Evangelical Korean Church of
the Brethren. The message was deliv ered in Spanish by Pastor Guillermo
Olivencia of Harrisburg First Church
of the Brethren, Iglesia de! Discipu lado, then translated to English, then
to Korean.
"This is what the Kingdom of God
will look like-look at the diversity! "
rejoiced one church member .
Other stops on the tour included
Principe de Paz, Imperial Heights,
Pomona Fellowship, and Bella
Vista/ Bittersweet Ministries.

Annual Conference
announces ballot
Paul Grout (Putney, Vt.) , Joan Her shey (Mount Joy, Pa .), Marianne
Rhoades Pittman (Blacksburg, Va.) ,
and David L. Rogers (North Man chester, Ind.) are the candidates for
moderator -elect on this year's
Annual Conference Standing Committee ballot.
Standing Committee will prepare
the ballot that delegates will vote on
by cutting the list of nominees for
that and numerous other positions in
half when it meets in July prior to
Annual Conference in Kansas City,
Mo .
Other positions on the ballot this
year are a member of the Annual
Conference Program and Arrange ments Committee; General Board
members from three districts- Illinois and Wisconsin , Northern Ohio,
and Southeastern-plus an at -large
representative; one member each of
the boards of On Earth Peace Assembly, Brethren Benefit Trust, and
8

M ESSENGER April

2000

Association of Brethren Caregivers;
two members of the Bethany Theological Seminary board, one
representing the laity and one representing the ministry; a member of the
Pastoral Compensation and Benefits
Advisory Committee representing the
laity; a member of the Committee on
Interchurch Relation s; and male and
female members of the Review and
Evaluation Committee.

CAIR team helps following
Alaska Airlines crash
The Crisis in Aviation Incident
Response program, administered by
the Church of the Brethren General
Board's Emergency Response/ Service Ministries , was called upon
again after the crash of Alaska Air lines flight 261 in the Pacific Ocean .
Sharon Gilbert of the La Verne
(Calif.) Church of the Brethren
helped to administer that effort.
Other Brethren involved in the
ecumenical team included Sheryl
Faus (Chiques church, Manheim,
Pa .), Judy Gump (Prince of Peace
church, Denver, Colo.), John Kinsel
(Beavercreek, Ohio, church) , and
Dena Gilbert (La Verne).
The team's work so impressed
Alaska Airlines that a CAIR team was
requested to work during a memorial
service in Seattle for families of airline employees involved in the crash.
Gilbert again co-administered that
project, which included Brethren
Patricia Ronk of the Oak Grove
church (Roanoke, Va .) and Noel
Gilbert of La Verne.
They cared for 58 infants and children during the services at the
Seattle Convention Center.

Older Adult Conference
speakers announced
The Association of Brethren Care givers has announced the lineup of
speakers for this year' s National
Older Adult Conference, to be held
Sept. 11 -15 in Lake Junaluska, N .C.

Retired pastor Jimmy Ross of
Waynesboro, Va., will provide the
message for the Monday night open ing celebration, with the title "More
than Leaves and Shade."
Other speakers include Robert A.
Raines, former director of the
Kirkridge Retreat and Study Center in
Bangor, Pa.; McPherson (Kan.) College president emeritus Paul
Hoffman; Marva J. Dawn of Christians Equipped for Ministry,
Vancouver, Wash.; and retired pastor
and former Annual Conference moderator Dean M. Miller.
Robert Neff, president emeritus of
Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.)
and former general secretary of the
Church of the Brethren General
Board, will lead three days of morn ing Bible study based on the Psalms.
Other presentations include a
musical, "Heavenly Days," which
will be presented by members of the
North Manchester (Ind .) Shepherd
center, and the biblical comedy of
Ted Swartz and Lee Eshleman, better
known simply as "Ted and Lee," in
"The Creation Chronicles."

Personnel changes
Mark Sloan departed Feb. l for
Nairobi, Kenya, to begin serving as
special assistant to Haruun Ruun,
executive director of the New Sudan
Council of Churches. Sloan joined
Ruun and Merlyn Kettering as the
third member of the Church of the
Brethren General Board' s Global
Mission Partnerships team serving
with the NSCC. Sloan, from Stone
Church of the Brethren in H untingdon, Pa. , completed graduate studies
in theology and business administra tion in December.
Linda McCauliff has resigned as a
Congregational Life Team member for
Area 1 (Northeast) effective Feb. 25.
McCauliff began serving with the General Board in January 1998 and has
worked with the other team members
in developing a more direct General
Board approach to congregations

under the umbrella of Congregational
Life Ministries. McCauliff is continuing in her half-time associate district
executive position with Western Penn sylvania District.

Grants help after hurricane
and China earthquakes
The second Emergency Disaster
Fund grant of 2000 provided
$10,000 to support disaster recovery
efforts through Church World Service following two Jan. 14
earthquakes in China.
The quakes caused heavy destruction of homes and public buildings,
with more than 156,000 rendered
homeless out of a population of
200,000 in the area.
The year' s third allocation from the
fund went to provide $6,000 to the
Falfurrias Church of the Brethren to
assist with damage caused by Hurri cane Bret to the church, its
parsonage, and the surrounding
community in August 1999.

Fourth Song & Story Fest
set for July in Iowa
The Great Plains Song and Story Fest
will be held the week before Annual
Conference, July 9-15, at Camp Pine
Lake near Eldora, Iowa. This unique
family camp, offered for a fourth
straight year, features the following
Brethren leaders: Debbie Eisenbise,
Dena Pence Frantz, Joseph Helfrich,
Rocci Hildum, Jonathan Hunter, Lee
Krahenbuhl, Jim Lehman, Peg
Lehman, Mike Stern, and others.
Call 515-939-5334 or e-mail
camppinelake @earthlink.net for
more information.

Juniata College community
says prayers for peace
People are gathering and saying
prayers for world peace at dawn each
morning this year in the Elizabeth
Evans Baker Peace Chapel of Juniata
College, Huntingdon, Pa.

The prayer services consist of the
ringing of a bell, the reading of an
interfaith prayer, a time of silence,
and the reading of a prayer from the
faith tradition of the person overseeing that service.
The 2000 Prayers effort is being
organized by the Baker Institute for
Peace and Conflict Studies and the
Campus Ministry Board of the college, along with several area
churches. Volunteers take turns leading a week of the prayers.
The prayer services "will be a daily
opportunity for the community to
remember those who suffer from war
and injustice and to ask for the
strength and wisdom to work for a
more peaceful world," said Andy
Murray, director of the Baker Institute.

New Year's weekend event
caps year-long J2K project
The "J2K: New Hope, New Day"
project will conclude with a major
theological gathering in Cincinnati
over New Year's weekend. Titled
"Speaking of Jesus ... ," the event
will invite Brethren from across the
denomination and from a variety of
faith perspectives to share about
their faith in Jesus and the impact of
Jesus on the church and society.
Sessions are being designed to be
highly participatory in nature. Jointly
sponsored by Bethany Theological
Seminary and the Church of the
Brethren General Board, the conference will be the first such national
gathering of its kind in nearly 20 years.
The purpose of the event is to
"explore our faith and build community at a decisive time in the life of
our church and in human history,"
according to the planning team. The
team consists of Sharon Nearhoof,
Richard Kyerematen, Harriet Finney,
Rick Gardner, and David Radcliff.
Planners anticipate attendance by
congregational leaders, seminary
students and faculty , and district and
denominational staff. Registration
will be limited to the first 250 appli-

cants . Special consideration will be
given to assisting people who live
west of the Mississippi to attend.
Contact the J2K project office at
800-323-8039 for more information.

Space remains in some
summer workcamps
Many of the 22 summer workcamps
offered by the General Board' s
Youth/ Young Adult office have
begun to fill up, but time remains to
register for others.
Seven workcamps were full by
early March: Indianapolis , Ind., New
Windsor, Md., Crossnore, N.C.,
Richmond, Va ., Dominican Republic
(BRF); Lend-a-Hand, Ky .; and Lake
Geneva, Wis.
Workcamps in Denver, Colo.; the
second camp in Jamaica; Pine Ridge,
S.D. , and Puerto Rico were nearly full.
Those with the most space still
remaining were: Young Adult
Dominican Republic; Intergenera tional, Harrisburg, Pa.; Americus,
Ga.; Orlando, Fla.; Trees for Life in
Wichita, Kan.; Washington, D.C.;
Tijuana, Mexico ; and Gould Farm,
Mass. For more workcamp information, call the Youth / Young Adult
office at 1-800-323-8039.

Western US youth will hold
conference at La Verne
The Western Regional Youth Confer ence, held only once every four
years, will take place July 6-10 at the
University of La Verne (Calif.).
The event draws youth and advisors from the Idaho, Pacific
Southwest, and Oregon/Washington
districts and features worship, workshops, music, recreation, and other
activities .
For more information, contact
Dena Gilbert in the Pacific Southwest
District Office at 909-593-2254 or at
gogilbert@juno.com, or Don Flora at
the University of La Verne at 909593-3511 , x4694 or at
florad@ulv.edu.
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Who in your chu rch is suffering from
mental illness? You

may not know. because

the mental[y ill look no different from

I

anyone else. But nationwide. I in 10
persons is afflicted by mental illness
serious[y enough to reQuire treatment.
O ne person in the US commits suicide

every

30 minutes. Out of 100 adults

between the ages of 17 and 74. some 15
will suffer from serious depression from

What churches can
do for the depressed

time to time. Pictu red is First Church
of the Brethren, Springfield. Ill .. a
congregation that has cared for members

A psychiatrist on the healing combination
of medicine, love, and understanding

with mental illness.

BY

G.

MARTIN KEENEY

es Albin of Harrisburg,
Pa. , tragically lost his life
to depression last August
[see article next page]. It
is our hope that these words could be
one component of the grieving
process for his family, church, and
the denomination: trying to build
some education, understanding, and
growth into the impossible task of
"figuring out" the loss of Wes.
He was an admired acquaintance
of mine, so 1 have been shaken by his
loss. Being a psychiatrist is no protection. The concomitant sadness,
contemplation, prayer, and conversations with others have led to some
reflections on what the church can
offer to community members suffer ing with depression.
A church community offers much
10
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to alleviate all kinds of suffering .
Empathy, genuine hope, laying on
hands, anointing, availability, and
prayer are important to those with
depression. It is also important that
those closest to the depressed receive
some of the same, since it is draining
to be in their position .
Frequently it is difficult to offer
this kind of help because of lack of
understanding of "emotional prob lems," or discomfort with them.
Stigma, however, becomes less formidable in a more knowledgeable
community where words like suicide
and psychiatrist can be said without
choking. Churches can develop a
foundation for this by offering Christian education about mental illness.
Looking at depression from an ill ness or "biology" perspective can
help, too. Although loss, stress, or
spiritual issues are usually related to

depression, there is a disease component as well. Indeed, some are more
prone to this illness because of their
genes, in the same way one might be
at risk for diabetes or heart attacks
because it runs in the family . This is
why a combination of talking therapy
and biological therapy (medication)
is usually the best treatment. More
information about the disease and its
treatments is available from treatment centers (hospitals and_
professional offices) and local chapters of the National Alliance for the
Mentally Ill.
The important message that
churches can help deliver is that
most depression is diagnosable and
treatable. Such knowledge is a powerful tool since it helps fuel honest
encouragement and open support.
Many who are eager to help are sti(continued on p. 12)

Wes Albin-A walking partner
BY HELEN

S.

HOLLINGER

ust before the CROP Walks started this past
Service-the longest of any CWS employee, as
well as any Church of the Brethren memberOctober in Harrisburg and York, Pa., Church
Annual Conference Moderator Emily Mumma
World Service executive Roger Clark made a
expressed gratitude on behalf of the church at large
request: "As you take your steps this day to alleviate hunger, we ask that you walk in memory of
for his many years of ministry.
Over the last 25 years, Wes was an active
Wesley Albin."
Until his sudden death on Aug. 25, Wesley Paul
member of the Harrisburg First congregation, servAlbin, 59, had served as Pennsylvania regional
ing as church board chair, moderator, Sunday
school teacher, youth adviser, and member of
director of CWS / CROP for 24 years. As Wes'
numerous congregational and Atlantic Northeast
widow, Joyce, cut the ribbon for the Harrisburg
walk to begin, Clark said, "As you participate in
District committees.
He was a dedicated family man, survived by
today's CROP Walk, know that Wesley Albin lives
Joyce, his wife of nearly 30 years,
on in our steps. Even as we grieve
daughters
Elizabeth, a teacher in
deeply for our loss, we give thanks
Kinman, Ariz., and Bridget, a stufor the life and influence of this
dent at Elizabethtown College, and
dear 111an."
son Paul, a high school junior.
Recently Wes suffered from
Also surviving are sisters Kathleen
severe depression and was underWaterman, Lavonne Krushwitz,
going medical treatment and
and brother Robert, all of Iowa.
therapy. His family, friends, and
He enjoyed the outdoors, campcolleagues had rallied around him
ing, and of course, walking. He
with love and support, along with
was featured in the December
his pastors, Nancy and Irvin
1997 MESSENGER for walking 50
Heishman, of the Harrisburg (Pa.)
First Church of the Brethren.
miles for CROP in Juniata County,
Sadly, however, even as Wes conPa.
As family, colleagues, and
tinued to work and to share his
gifted life with others, he lost his "'
friends wrestle with the tragic loss
battle with clinical depression and
Wes Albin speaking to a group in
of Wes, some recalled his gifts:
York Pa., on August 24, 1999. It "When you talked with Wes, he
took his own life.
"Ironically, his life commitments was the day before he died.
was tunecl in only to you .... " "His
kind wit hurt no one and relaxed
and work with Church World Service have saved literally thousands of lives and
many a tedious moment." "He lived the gospel and
inspired countless others to deeper discipleship,"
quietly inspired others to do so."
said his co-pastor, Irvin Heishman. "There is no
Joyce Albin openly talks of her husband's strugdoubt but that Wes left the world a better place. "
gle with depression, hoping that the unjustified
He took on a servant role early in his life . Born in
stigma surrounding this tragic illness will give way
Ottumwa, Iowa, he was the son of Brethren pastor
to better understanding, empathy, and help for its
Charles Albin and lea Albin. Upon graduating from
victims. Above all, she hopes that "Wes will be
McPherson College, where he was student body
remembered for the kindness, humor, and compaspresident, he entered Brethren Volunteer Service in
sion he showed to all people."
1962, serving with Church World Service in South
The longest route in the recent Harrisburg, Pa'. ,
Korea as a field representative. He worked to proCROP Walk was fittingly designated as the "Albin
vide food, clothing, and self-help equipment to
route." Those who walked this 10-mile route no
some 800 projects, including orphanages, hospidoubt had more time to remember Wes Albin's
tals, and land reclamation projects. This experience
compassionate concern for the hungry. Indeed, all
moved Wes to dedicate his life to working to alleviwalkers could well have thought of Wes Albin as an
immortal walking partner in the fight against world
ate hunger throughout the world.
He worked for CWS / CROP in Iowa, Wisconsin,
hunger.
and the Mid-Atlantic Region before opening a
Helen Stutzman Hollinger is a member of First Church
regional office in Camp Hill, Pa. In citing Wes'
record 3 7-year tenure of service to Church World
of the Brethren, Harrisburg, Pa.
C
C
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(continued from p. 10)
fled by not knowing the right thing
to say or do. Specific recommendations are difficult to make, since the
"right thing" grows out of the feelings, content, and company of the
moment. But it can be liberating to
remember that any one statement is
not going to make or break recovery
from the illness.
Empathy and loving one's neighbor
are good guiding principles. These
are particularly important in assist ing with grieving. "Telling the story"
of loss is often an important part of
the recovery from depression and for

survivors of those who have taken
their lives. However, comments
about "cheering up," "looking on the
bright side," or attempts to minimize
the problem, are of less value, even
irritating.
It is important not to expect fast
results and showers of gratitude for
your kind words, listening, and
prayer. That is not "gonna fix 'em,"
and if the friend is frustrated with
lack of progress and quits visiting, it
can solidify the depressed person's
hopelessness. Rather, since even an
uncomplicated depression lasts
weeks to months, supporters need to

pace themselves for the long haul.
It is also important to remember
that depression is, unfortunately, a
potentially lethal illness. A tragic end
does not denote shortcomings in
friends, family, or the community.
Asking about suicide, though, is
important. Some worry about
offending by asking, but not doing so
may preclude opportunity for a lifesaving intervention (like
hospitalization, or getting in touch
with the involved professionals).
Rarely is anyone put off by the discussion. It may truly be a relief to be
able to acknowledge suicidal

How churches can raise the veil on mental illness
BY ROBERT BLAKE

_a n international survey indicates that mental illness
/'""'\is on the rise throughout the world. The Congressional Record estimates that one-third of all
Americans will suffer from a mental illness at some
point in their lives. The American Psychiatric Associa tion found that nearly 50 percent of the people
between the ages of 15 and 54 have experienced a
psychiatric illness during their lifetime. The National
Institute of Mental Health has determined that
depression, the most common psychiatric illness,
affects between 8 million and 20 million Americans at
any given time.
While these numbers are staggering, the stigma
involved with mental illness is devastating. The
National Institute of Mental Health reported that
when people were asked to list disabilities from the
least offensive to the most offensive, mental illness
was rated lowest, or most offensive. Research has
shown that ex-convicts are held in higher regard than
are people who have experienced mental illness . ln
our society there is a veil that hides the truth about
mental illness.
Because of the stigma involved, relatively few
people actually receive adequate care and treatment
for their illness. Even fewer are willing to divulge that
they are struggling, hurting, and in need of care and
understanding.
Within the Church of the Brethren, a new program
from the Association of Brethren Caregivers can help.
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Voice Ministry's "Creating a Safe Place" program
encourages congregations to be places where people
are valued for who they are. As such, congregations
have both an opportunity and a duty to reach out to
people who are suffering with mental illnesses and
invite them to participate fully in the life of the community.
Churches can respond in several ways. Educational
endeavors can help church members become accurately informed about mental illness. Voice Ministry
offers resources to groups within the church as they
work to alleviate the stigma attached to mental illness.
Parishioners can reach out, accept, and support persons with mental disorders as well as their family
members. As this is done, people who have suffered
the effects of the stigma of mental illness will begin to
feel empowered and affirmed.
The great commandment calls us to love our God
and our neighbors. Jesus invited us to give care to
him by meeting the needs of those in his family. It is
appropriate for us to reach out to people who suffer
with a mental illness and are in need of care. We have
an obligation to do this from a knowledgeable position and with care and understanding.
There is a veil that hides the truth about mental illness. We have an opportunity to help raise that veil
and the responsibility to help destroy the stigma that
surrounds those who suffer with mental illness.
Robert Blake is program field staff for the Association of
Brethren Caregivers.

thoughts to another person.
Sharing the deep pain of depression
with the afflicted is difficult, frighten ing, and agonizing, but it can broaden
one's view of the scope of human
experience. The exact healing words
are usually elusive. But an under standing individual and community
that can support people living with
depression is a powerful healing force.
The community can also be helpful
by not being harmful. Spiritual healing
and mental health treatment must
work together. Recoveries have been
sabotaged from both directions by
poor communication and/ or mistrust,
which has been present for decades.
The mental health community needs
to be more open to the benefits of reli gion and spirituality in healing.
The church needs to be open as
well. Many who suffer have received
the messages that they "don't need
that medicine," or should "stay away
from that anti-religious psychother -

apy," or should "get right with God,"
or they "must be being punished for
something." These comments,
whether overtly or covertly delivered,
can lead to doubts about treatment or
to quitting treatment altogether,
resulting in further intensifying suffering and slowing recovery. Active
spiritual lives and mental health treat ment are not exclusive of each other.
Individuals and communities supporting depressed loved ones must allow
for their coexistence, and should work
toward their synergism. My hope is
that we begin to allow more healthy
discourse between spiritual and med ical/psychological communities .
The spiritual world of the church
also offers faith in God as a unique
"product." The "unforgivableness"
of the depressive mindset can be
tempered by grace and salvation. It is
not a simple matter, though, since
some profoundly depressed people
are unable to fathom that salvation

Summer unit: June I I - July I, 2000
Held at New Windso r, Maryland

can apply to them. Consistent, compassionate reminders of the "Good
News" are useful for some over time.
This can even be essential for some
whose depression has a large guilt
component. Some think their illness
is an ongoing punishment for past
mistakes. The past can sometimes be
placed into a tolerable context by
means of grace. In short, God's
grace does apply to all, and can be
fostered in the afflicted by a caring
faith community.
Churches can offer education,
comfort, and enhancement of recov ery for those profoundly smothered
by this illness, without giving up any thing of their fundamental nature, a
window to grace and truth. I hope
wh_e df o ~o n?r dto _Wes Albin and
r:uJ
1s am1 1y m omg so.
~
G. Martin Keeney, M.D. , is a psychia trist and a member of Stone Church of the
Brethren, Huntingdon, Pa.

Be Someone's Hero

Fall unit: September 17 - October 7, 2000

Brethren Volunteer Service 800-323-8039

Held at Camp LaVerne, California

1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, Il linois 60120
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edical
oc or wit a
Mission
A ministry of healing and
witness among Haitian refugees .
STORY AND PHOTOS BY
REBECCA BAILE CROUSE

P

assion and compassion.
Those are the two
words that best describe the
faith and the work of Dr.
Hilcias Ricardo, who completed her first year of
medical work in Sabana
Grande de Boya with some
of the poorest of the poor
in the Dominican Republic.
Dr. Ricardo's work is being
supported by the Elizabethtown (Pa .) Church of the
Brethren and other individuals and congregations
through the Global Mission
Partnerships Office of the
Church of the Brethren
General Board .
Ricardo, 30, is the oldest
of six children and recalls
growing up knowing
poverty. "I remember times
when we did not have
shoes, " she says. Her
father , Hipolito Ricardo
Caliz, was a miner and
earned about 125 pesos a
month (about $8.50) when
she was a child . He would
often get to come home
only once a month to be
with the family in Santo
Domingo . Her mother, Ysi dora Guzman Vivda de
Ricardo, sewed clothing on
her treadle sewing machine
to supplement the family's
income. Mrs. Ricardo said,
"I sometimes would have to
rip a zipper out of some
14 MESSEN GER April 2000

clothing and sell it for 25
centavos (a few pennies) in
order to buy some bread
and hot chocolate for the
children' s breakfast. "
Yet hers was a Christian
home and Ricardo devel oped a passion for sharing
the good news of Jesus
Christ. "We were living by
faith ," Ricardo recalled.
Three times a week they
would walk about a mile to
worship in the church where
both her parents worked as
ordained Assemblies of God
pastors. "We had a neighbor
who was an evangelist in our
church and had a loud speaker and we would walk
through our neighborhood
proclaiming Christ with
him," Ricardo said. "I
remember we six children
playing the tambourines and
singing as we walked
through the streets. "
Ricardo ' s love for sharing
Christ includes leading a
weekly Bible study for chil dren in one room of the
family's small home . Her
mother led this time of
Bible study for 20 years.
For the past 10 years, every
Saturday, Ricardo and her
other siblings open their
home to about 40 children
from the neighborhood who
come to sing and learn
more about the Bible. Two

_.....

"'*

I

Dr. Ricardo makes a house call on a family to insure
their use of filtered water at the Las Charcas sugar
cane worker community.

of those children have
gone on to become pastors.
Because of their difficult
economic situation, the
family sought scholarship
assistance through the non profit organization
Compassion International
for Hilcias and two of her
sisters, Anna Lidia and
Ruth Esther, to attend a
local Christian high school.
She finished her high
school education in 1986
and graduated from the
Autonomous University of
Santo Domingo with a
degree in medicine in 1996.
Her sister Anna Lidia went
on to become a medical
doctor, and her sister Ruth
became a lawyer.
It was through her twoyear residency work in the
rural areas of Barahona
that Ricardo first came in
contact with the Dominican Church of the
Brethren through the
Fo nda Negro congregation. She began attending
the Peniel Church of the
Brethren in Santo
Domingo in 1998 and
became a charter member
of the church Jan. 9, 2000.
She is currently serving on
the Peniel leadership team.
When Ricardo finished
her two-year residency in
1998, she was contemplating where she would begin
work when an opportunity
became available through
COTEDO (Commission
for Dominican Ecumenical
Work), a Christian non profit organization
working in the bateyes
(sugar cane worker communities) near Sabana
Grande de Boya, about
two hours north of Santo
Domingo. COTEDO,
partnering with the
Church of the Brethren
and several other agencies,
started a medical project

in the bateyes to improve
the health conditions of
the poor, many of whom
are of Haitian descent.
"I remembered how it
was to be poor and I
wanted to do something to
help the poor," Ricardo
said. "That's why I came to
Sabana Grande de Boya to
work with cane workers. "
In March 1999, Ricardo
moved from Santo
Domingo to Sabana
Grande, living in a small
rented room of a local
family. She often returns
by public bus to Santo
Domingo on weekends to
visit her family.
Ricardo's weekly sched ule includes visiting seven
different communities
located between 5 and 10
miles from Sabana Grande.
The roads are very poor
and sometimes when the
pickup is not functioning,
Ricardo rides a motorcycle
to get out to see her
patients. One other outlying community can be
reached only by riding
horses or burros. Ricardo
sees between 3 5 and 40
patients each day along
with another physician,
Erida Castro, who began
working with her last
August.
The doctors use either
the school building, a
church, or a home as their
office, depending on the
community. Health promoters are local volunteers
who know the residents
and assist the doctors in
identifying people who
need medical attention .
The doctors often go door
to door visiting in homes
to encourage the use of filters for clean water, or to
teach proper hygiene to
the families. The doctors
often are available simply
to listen to the problems of
the local residents as they
April 2000 M ESSENGER 1 5

Dr. Ricardo stands inside the door of a home with some
children in Las Charcas bateye, where she visits regularly and
provides education, supervision, and consultation to improve
health conditions in the community.

Dr. Hilcias Ricardo, medical missionary

supported by the Church of the
Brethren, stands near a sugar cane
field through which she passes daily
on her visits to the sugar cane worker
communities surrounding the town of
Sabana Grande de Boya in the
Dominican Republic.
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offer supervision, education, and consultation in
these communities. Since
some of the patients of
Haitian descent do not
speak Spanish, a translator
helps the doctors commu nicate in the bateyes.
The doctors take some
medication with them for
headaches, colds, and
fever, but often they write
out prescriptions which a
member of the family or
the local health promoter
will bring to the COTEDO
office in Sabana Grande
de Boya, which houses the
pharmacy for the project.
The medications for the
pharmacy were donated by
the Interchurch Medical
Assistance (IMA) office
located in New Windsor,
Md. IMA is supported by
contributions from a
number of denominations,
including the Church of
the Brethren through the
Emergency Disaster Fund.
Diarrhea, high blood
pressure, and depression
are also illnesses the doc -

tors treat often. They see
pregnant women weekly
and encourage the use of
vitamins, which they pro vide as soon as the women
learn they are expecting .
Because of the privatiza tion of the sugar cane
industry, many of the resi dents in the bateyes have
been without work for
more than one year. "The
government has forgotten
them. But COTEDO and
the Church of the Brethren
are working together to
give them some hope,"
Ricardo said. "God is using
us to help the poor with
medicine, and support
them and give them
encouragement." Some of
the workers will be hired by
the private company in
their area and begin work
this spring earning between
80 and 150 pesos (between
$5 and $10) per day.
Ricardo said that this is
the first time many of the
bateye residents have had
consistent medical care.
Visiting representatives
from the United States
Agency for International
Development (USAID),
also a funding partner for
the project, gave the program high marks for its
overall effectiveness in
improving the health of the
people .
Ricardo takes advantage
of every opportunity she
can to share her faith in
Jesus Christ. She recently
visited a man living in the
Las Charcas bateye who
has cancer in one leg.
Ricardo first inquired about
how the man was feeling .
After checking on his phys ical needs and giving him
some orange juice and
crackers, Ricardo asked,
"And how is your faith in
God? Is it staying strong?"
"Yes," the man replied.
(continued on p. 18)

The life of Haitians in
the Dominican Republic
BY AMY RHOADES

u can see them in the streets, vending their wares.
You can find them working long hours in manual
onstruction or in the endless fields of sugar cane.
These tireless workers have journeyed from their
homeland of Haiti, the poorest nation in the Western
~
Hemisphere, to the Dominican Republic, which shares the
same island, in hopes of creating a better life.
Even though opportunities are greater in the
Dominican Republic than in Haiti, most Haitian sugar
cane worker communities, called bateyes, lack basic
human necessities. A July 6, 1999, report in Santo
Domingo's daily newspaper Listen Diario revealed these
statistics about the bateyes. There are 200,000 residents
(2 percent of the Dominican population) , or about
43, 154 families, residing in 220 bateyes .
Fifty percent of the families live in barracks or
duplex-style one-room homes. Two -thirds of the homes
have no form of latrines , resulting in most people using
the sugar cane fields as restrooms. In 32 percent of the
bateyes there is no drinkable water and in the remaining
68 percent the present water filtration systems have
missing or malfunctioning parts. One-third of the
bateyes offer no schooling for children and a third of the Dr. Ricardo checks Israel Castro, a patient from Las
Cabilma, a community outside of Sabana Grande
population over age 10 cannot read or write. Fifty perde Boya that can be reached only by horseback.
cent of the bateyes have no electricity.
Sixteen percent of residents receive no type of medical assistance and 50 percent rely on a local volunteer health promoter. In 26 percent of the bateyes there
are outpatient clinics, 4 percent have a medical office, 3 percent have rural clinics, and 2 percent have small
pharmacies. These health statistics show the great need being met through the medical project sponsored by
COTE DO and the Church of the Brethren.
From 1822-1844, Haiti occupied the Dominican Republic. Then a war between the two countries
ensued and the Republic gained independence from its neighbor. Restoration of international relations has
not been easy. Haiti and the Dominican Republic continue to have their differences. Currently, tensions
between the two countries still exist and many Dominicans view the pilgrimage of Haitians into the Dominican Republic to find work an invasion of their land .
The Church of the Brethren is seeking to set an example in the Dominican Republic. Intercultural relationships are continually being formed. Of the 19 congregations, fellowships , and preaching points in the
Dominican Republic, two congregations and one preaching point are composed mainly of persons of Haitian
descent. The youth and adults from these two nationalities gather and share in song, prayer, and scripture. ·
These worship activities cross the cultural boundaries and help unite the Dominican Brethren.
"My impression is that amid the significant historical, economic, and racial tensions that exist between
people of Haitian and Dominican descent, the Dominican Brethren have shown significant spiritual maturity
in the way they live and work together as one body of Christ," says Jerry Crouse, mission coordinator for the
Church of the Brethren General Board.

--

Amy Rhoades, a member of Trinity Church of the Brethren, Daleville. Va. , is living in the Dominican Republic for six
months assisting with translation for mission work and workcamps and living with Dominican Brethren familie s.
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(continued from p. 16)
Through Ricardo's initiatives, two
Dominican Church of the Brethren
congregations have joined together
to begin preaching points in the Las
Charcas and Carmona bateyes.
Ricardo is grateful for this opportunity to share her passion for Christ
and her compassion for the poor.
"My work here is a great experience," she said. 'Tm like a missionary
and I'm very happy to be here."
Elizabethtown Church of the
Brethren pastor Ralph Detrick says
that Ricardo and her ministry have
been a blessing to their congregation
as well. Karen Wenger of the congre gation's witness commission
observes, "I am so pleased with the
success of Ricardo's efforts. I am
also delighted in the support we have
seen, not only from our membership,
but from others as well. Our projected workcamp in the Dominican
Republic for this August filled
quickly . We even have a weekly
Spanish class organized so that we
can learn to speak with our new
friends. I hope our relationship 17.il
will continue for a long time. "
~
Rebecca Baile Crouse, and her husband, Gerald, serve as mission
coordinators for the Church of the
Brethren General Board in the Dominican
Republic. She is an ordained minister and
a member of the Antioch congregation,
Rocky Mount, Va. She has three children,
Steve, 10, Jacob, 8, and Christy, 5.

Turn to an e-service you can trust.
eMountain Communications, the electronic ministry of the Church
of the Brethren Benefit Trust, can assist you with your Internet and
technology needs.

• Basic Web hosting. Reasonable rates to get you or your
congregation on the Web: $4.95/month basic plan; $12.95/month
enhanced plan.
• Secure Web hosting and e-mail. Encrypted Web transactions
and e-mail messages provide a protected environment for
commerce, registrations, and donations.
• Internet access. ClearViewNet delivers filtered Internet access
that adheres to and witnesses Brethren values.
• Other Services. Web site design, basic e-mail accounts, domain
name registration, e-commerce Web sites, and video conferencing.

A ministry of
Brethren Benefit Trust
COMMUNICATIONS

1505 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120-1619
800-250-5757 847-742-0135 fax
www.eMountain.net

Brethrening
A prayer to share
After Monroe and Ada Good, of Holtwood, Pa. , came
across this anonymously written prayer in an ecumenical
newsletter, they shared it with family friends and those
who participated with Monroe in Nigeria workcamps.
"May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers,
half-truths, and superficial relationships, so that you will
live deep in your heart.
"May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression,
exploitation of people and the earth, so that you will work
18
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for justice, equity, and peace.
"May God bless you with tears to shed for those who
suffer, so you will reach out your hand to comfort them
and change their pain into joy.
"And may God bless you with foolishness to think that
you can make a difference in the world so you will do the
things which others say cannot be done. "
MESSENGER would like to publish other short, colorful, humorous or poignant stories of real-life
incidents involving Brethren. Please send your submission to M ESSENGER, 1451 Dundee Ave.,
Elgin, I L 60120-1694 or e-mail to the editor at.ffarrar_gb@brethren.org.

Caring for creation
Reflections.from a
Faith Expedition to
Central America
PHOTOS AND STORY BY DAVID RAD C LIFF

R o11 Brunk of Iveste1; Iowa enjoys his moment i11 th e sun during a hike
in Blu e Hol e N ational Park. Earlier he and th e oth ers had been ca11g ht
along this rainfores t trail- appropriately, p erhaps-in a downpour.

lants with leaves as broad as ironing boards.
Bugs bigger than we'd ever care to meet. Rain
alighting high in the canopy, never to make its
way to the ground. Five -inch-wide highways
along the ground created by the relentless
march of leaf-cutter ants. The tantalizing possi bility of a jungle cat sighting. Experiencing all this
while based at the solar -powered Jaguar Creek Chris tian environmental center in the middle of the jungle.
And this was just the Belize half of the experience. From
there it was on to Guatemala for 15 participants taking
part in a first-ever environmental Faith Expedition spon sored by the Church of the Brethren. The group ranged in
age from 15 to 65, and took on spelunking, snorkeling,
hiking through rain storms, visiting isolated Guatemalan
communities, and generally soaking up the sights , sounds,
and smells of life in the tropics during their January trip.
As the firsthand accounts below testify, the trip was
clear evidence that we live in an increasingly interrelated
world. Of course, this is how God planned it: The earth as
a living system in which goodness is spread through the
chain of life . Yet we now find that goodness is not the only
thing that courses along the chain. Economic policies on
one continent have environmental impact on another, as
do choices about how we use land or what kind of foods
we expect to have readily available.
Some say that the chain is stretched taut, with links in
danger of pulling apart. It's hard to believe otherwise
when hearing that as many as 100 species of living things
become extinct each day, mostly due to habitat destruction
in the tropics. Do we have the right to so easily destroy
what God so lovingly created? And isn't it even in ou r selfinterest to think twice before bidding any part of God' s
creation an eternal farewell , as only one percent of plants
on the planet have been tested for possible human benefit?
At the conclusion of this article are ideas about living as
better stewards of God' s good earth. For now, here are
reflections of some of the folks who recently flew south for
part of their winter.
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Karl Joseph
16 years old
Onekama, Mich .
This trip was an amazing experience for me. I saw and
learned a million things, but I think what made the biggest
impression on me was the drastic difference between the
Central American peoples' relationship with the land, and
ours .
I had never before seen a place where most of the people
make a living on the land they farm. It seemed to be that
everyone who lived in rural areas had a farm to support
their family.
We spent one morning in Belize with a Mayan man
named Jacinto who used the land the same way as his
ancestors did, with the slash and burn techniques. Jacinto
explained the good and bad points of that approach to
farming, including the problem of increasing population.
Many, many families have 10 or 15 children . Large fami lies are a part of their culture, but now it is a problem,
because land and resources are becoming increasingly
scarce .
The contrast between Belize and Guatemala was quite
drastic. In Guatemala, we could see the harsh environmental problems everywhere we went. Most of the small
farmers are too poor to be environmentally responsible.
They need to have firewood all the time, to cook all their
meals . They have to use the little land they have for farm ing to make a living, and that usually means that they plant
coffee and bananas on hillsides that are obviously too
steep. Many people know how precious the land and
forests are. But even if they realize their impact on the
environment, their poverty forces them to try to get the
most from what they have.
American-owned corporations in Central America grow
coffee and bananas, often using chemical fertilizers and
pesticides and corrupt farming practices that are exploitative to the land and the farmers working for them.
Only a fraction of the money that we pay for this food
that we take for granted actually goes to the farmers. Also,
the export crops use land that would otherwise grow food
for the Guatemalan people .
I was constantly amazed by how much our lifestyle as
Americans affects the environmental and economic situa tion in Central America . The most crucial thing I learned
while I was on this trip was the importance of being, at the
very least, aware of these problems that seem so far away.
The earth, our home, is amazingly fragile and interconnected-something we as Americans often have a hard
time seeing. This visit was a vivid reminder to me of just
how true that really is.
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Plant life in the tropical forest
is diverse, exotic, and leans to
gigantism. Tropical forest may
contain more than 65 different
species of trees per acre compared
to only four tree species per acre
in a (North American or
European) temperate forest. Less
than one percent of the earth's
plants ha11e been tested for
possible human benefit; one in
eight plants is currently
threate ned with ext inction.

Marisa Yoder
The health of tropical birds is
closely tied to actions taken in
somewhat less-than-exotic places
like the fields and forests-and
grocery stores and pet shopsof our own coun try.Just as for
parrots and macaws, lo ss of
habitat and the pet trade threaten
the K eel-billed Toucan .

High school biology teacher, environmental
awareness advocate for Brethren Witness dfice
Goshen, Ind.
Life is a balancing act. Inhale, exhale. Work, play . Earn
money, spend money. Athlete, couch potato. Talk, listen.
Home, church, work. Balance is crucial to the quality of
our lives . So it is with nature too. God created day and
night, land and water, plant and animal, male and female ,
birth and death.
I was reminded of the delicate balance that exists in nature
as I stood under the large leaves of a young tree in Belize's
Blue Hole National Park during a hard rain. I could hear the
pounding of rain on the leaves of the upper canopy, so I
knew it was raining hard, but I was not getting drenched.
As the raindrops slid down one leaf to the next then to a
stem and on to a tree trunk, some of the water was cap tured by orchids, bromeliads and ferns, and the force and
the quantity of the water was diminished. Water that hit
the forest floor covered with leaf litter slowly trickled into
the protected soil.
Water that hit the bare, compacted footpath, on the other
hand, created a little stream that soon took on the reddish
color of the soil as it flowed to lower ground. The soil needs
to retain water to sustain plant life that in turn sustains the
birds, the insects, the frogs, and many other animals . Cut
down the trees and lose both the wildlife and the soil. Lose
the soil and eventually the trees will perish and the wildlife
with them. Balance between soil, water, animals, and plants
is what keeps a rain forest alive and productive.
The narrow footpath created by hikers before me and
used by our group had obviously upset the balance of the
rain forest in a small way. But I am guilty of disturbing the
delicate balance of the rain forest in more dramatic ways.
My lifestyle demands resources like lumber, oranges, cabbage, snow peas, and coffee that are coming from the
logging or the destruction of rain forests-and this is in
part why rain forest in the tropics is being cut down at the
rate of an acre a second. In addition, Belize and
Guatemala have huge financial debts and they are trying to
repay those debts by increasing their exports to the US.
How can I help restore the balance? I can buy only
products that have the Eco-OK symbol. I can demand to
know where my goods are coming from. I can become a
wiser consumer, which often means spending a little bit
more money, while supporting businesses that buy their
goods from cooperatives, organic farmers, or shade farmers. I can help maintain the balance of nature by investing
a little more of my time and my resources in practices that
are nature-friendly.
Life-all of life on this planet-is a balancing act. What
is each of us doing to maintain the balance that God
intends for this good earth?
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Chris Eberly
Ornithologist, Mid-Atlantic District creation stewardship advocate
Warrenton, Va .
Neotropical migratory birds nest in the US and Canada, then
migrate south to the tropics each fall. Every year, these birds
keep our nation's forests, grasslands, and wetlands healthy by
consuming literally tons of insects, often keeping potentially
damaging outbreaks in check. And just try to imagine a sunny
spring morning without their beautiful dawn chorus .
But we are in danger of losing them. Neotropical migrant
bird populations have been declining at an alarming rate
over the past 30 years, as documented by a continent -wide
survey . Only recently have we begun to unravel the con nections of the different habitats that these birds require
throughout the four seasons.
In our country, forest fragmentation from development
and the conversion of native grasslands to agriculture
reduce nes ting success. Coastal areas that used to provide
critical refueling stops during migration have now been
"developed" as luxury resorts.
Further south, tropical deforestation completes the frac tured puzzle these birds must piece together every year in
order to survive. Envision birds that breed throughout the
vastness of the US, Canada, and Alaska converging on
Mexico and Central America each fall-an area perhaps
one -tenth that size. We can then begin to understand the
impact of losing even small areas of tropical fores t.
The areas we visited in Belize and Guatemala provided a
stark contrast in forest cover and in the number and diversity of bird species. While Belize was striking for its often
heavily forested hills and mountains , historically forested
areas on the Pacific slope highlands of Guatemala are now
heavily farmed and mostly devoid of forests, even on steep
hillsides. In addition, pesticides such as DDT (supplied by
the US) are still used, often haphazardly.
Have the insatiable demands of the American consumer
society doomed these birds? Coffee is only one example, but a
good one. Corporations that produce our supermarket coffee
brands cut down rain forest and plant coffee as a crop in full
sun. Not only does this require chemicals that run off into
streams and wells, these sun coffee plantations are almost
completely devoid of biological life. Coffee grown in the traditional manner under the shade of the rain forest canopy (or
banana or cacao trees) does not require pesticides or chemical
fertilizers. And shade coffee plantations retain as much biological diversity as rain forest.
There are many ways we can help conserve habitat for
migratory birds (and help people, too, in the process) . One
is certainly through our consumer purchasing power.
When you consider your coffee purchases this spring,
think birds! Migratory songbirds prefer shade coffee.
Shouldn't we?
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The Church

ef the Brethren is joining

an effo rt to purchase 4,000 acres in
the Eden Conservancy, a portion of
which is pictured here. Orange groves
encroach less than 100 yards from
this spo t along the river. .

houldn't we each be living like the stewards
God call s us to be? BVSer Samantha
Morris of the Evergreen congregation,
Stanardsville, Va., took that call seriously, spending the past year at the
Jaguar Creek Center helping carry out
the creative and important ministries
of that Christian organization. And
BVSer Robert Stiles is working even now
with Church of the Brethren-sponsored envi ronmental development projects in Guatemala. Both played
key roles in making the recent Faith Expedition possible.
But we don't all have to go to Belize or Guatemala for a
short trip or a long-term project. There are plenty of things
we can do right where we live to maintain or restore balance to God's earth.
• Become a Creation Care Congregation, making stewardship of creation a priority in personal and community
life.
• Request care of creation resources, including the envi ronmental newsletter The Third Day.
•Take part in the "If a tree falls ... " project of rain forest
preservation being undertaken by the General Board. Every
$ 125 preserves an acre of rain forest in Belize or helps
plant several thousand trees in Guatemala.
• Go along on a Faith Expedition to Central America-or
visit an unspoiled area near your home.
• Join BVSers and head to Central America as part of an
environmental project (contact the BYS office or Global
Mission Partnerships office of the General Board).
• Give to the Global Food Crisis Fund wood -conserving
stove project in Guatemala. Compared to open fires , each
stove reduces wood consumption-and resultant deforestation-by 75 percent.
• Become passionate about some aspect of respecting and
renewing God's good earth.
The Brethren Witness office can provide these and other
resources. But that's just the beginning . The real work___::_
and real joy-begin when we ask God to help us find our
place in this wonderful and well -balanced world, a world
that brings us blessing even as we return the favor by
becoming the good stewards that God intends .
/f'-

I''
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David Radcliff is director of Brethren Witness for the General
Board.
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It causes me to tremble
An Caster reflection on a rovorite spirituo\
BY KENNETH

W

hat makes you tremble? What makes
you shake or shiver, quake or quiver?
When you're sick with the flu, your body
does those things, of course. Or when you go
swimming and you get out of the water and
the cool air hits you, maybe your teeth chatter, your skin gets goose bumps, and you
stand there shivering.
But what else makes you tremble, makes
your body quiver with excitement or anticipa tion? A first date, a job interview, a tense
moment in a ball game? How about going to
church? Does the possibility of what might
happen to you in worship, on Easter Sunday
or any other Sunday, make you tremble?
Probably not, right?
Most North Americans expect worship on a
Sunday morning to be fairly quiet and digni-
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fied . It's what we are used to . Some Chris tians, of course, are used to worship that is
noisy and rambunctious, with lots of body
movement, hand clapping, even shouting. But
most of us don't tremble outwardly in church.
What about inwardly? Does what is said or
sung, spoken or prayed, ever make you tremble inside? Are you ever overwhelmed by the
power of the gospel, by the amazing grace of
God? Does it ever shake you up?
The spiritual asks, not once but twice:
"Were you there when they crucified my
Lord?" And then, without waiting for an
answer, the song makes its own testimony:
"Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble,
tremble, tremble." And you can tell, by those
words, that whether or not you or I were
there when they crucified our Lord, the

singer was there, and the sight of Jesus being
nailed to the tree, pierced in the side, laid in the
tomb, caused a terrible, fearful trembling.
But then we come to the last verse of the spiri tual: "Were you there when he rose up from the
dead? " And you'd think that resurrection would
elicit a different reaction . Not fear , but gladness.
But notice what the song says: "Were you there
when he rose up from the dead? Oh , sometimes
it causes me to tremble, tremble. "
And if you are wondering why the trembling,
why not a breaking forth of hallelujahs on Easter
in this song, remember that in the Gospel accounts
of the first Easter, the reaction of those who learn
about the resurrection is not happiness , not elation, but confusion, disbelief, and fear.
Wouldn ' t your reaction and mine have been
the same? I prefer life to be predictable, sensible,
manageable. I'm not fond of surprises. Even
pleasant surprises make me uncomfortable.
Whenever one of those eventful birthdays came
along for me-like the big Four -0 or the big
Five-0-1 told my wife: "Promise me, no surprise birthday parties."
I realize this confession makes me sound
hopelessly dull and boring, but there it is. I'm
the kind of person who prefers that, as the Apostle Paul put it, "all things should be done
decently and in order" (1 Cor. 14:40) .
Decently and in order . That's how Luke's
account of the first Easter begins. Joseph,
described as "a good and righteous man ," does a
good and righteous thing . He takes the corpse of
Jesus and lays it in a tomb. And the women did
what was customary in their time when a loved
one died. They prepared spices and ointments,
and they made plans to go to the tomb and
anoint the body of the dead man.
Listening to this account, we admire Joseph
and the women for their faithfulness and their
courage. We nod our heads in approval at their
steadfastness, their loyalty. There is much to be
said about such people, the kind of people you
can count on-people who are dependable, who

won't let you down when the going gets rough,
people who will be there for you at times of dis appointment and sadness, people who know
what needs to be done and will do it.
When these good, loyal women come to the
tomb and find it empty, when they see "two men
... in dazzling apparel" and hear them say that
their Lord is risen from the dead, it's perfectly
natural that the women would be terribly frightened, would fall face down on the ground. A
Lord risen from the dead is not predictable, it is
not manageable, it is something totally new.
When resurrection happens, you tremble.
So the women get to their feet and run back to
tell the men what they had seen and heard. And
the reaction of the men? Luke says, "these words
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not
believe [the women]" (24:11).
And why should they believe them? Resurrec tion is not believable. It doesn't fit the way we
live our sensible, predictable, manageable lives.
We have domesticated Easter, tamed it,
stripped it of its power to produce anything that
remotely resembles trembling. Easter is something we just do- once every spring.
But resurrection? Resurrection is something
only God can do.
So let me ask you again: What makes you
tremble? I hope that Easter makes you tremble
at least a little bit. Not because it's a one-dayand -done -deal each spring, but because it is the
announcement of God' s victory over all the
things that conspire against us- discourage ment, pain, loneliness, disease, loss, injustice,
hatred, and yes, even death. Even death. The
final word belongs to God. It' s a word of triumph. It's the bold assertion that nothing can
defeat the power of God ' s love and grace.
That is enough to make you and me trem ble with amazement and with joy.

IM.~

Kenneth L. Gibble, pastor of the Chambersburg (Pa .)
Church of the Brethren, is a frequent contributor to
MESSE N GER.
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'Come with me
to aquiet place'
Retreat house at Camp Mack welcomes
the weary and feeds the spiritually hungry

tears or song or silence or discovering a wild place on a
new path. What was once an ordinary "dark and rather
uninviting house" (in the words of Norma Miller) has been
transformed by love, faith, care, and prayer to something
we need and long for, whether we know it or not.
know that most of us are spiritually starved - hungry at
least-and we are not aware of it until we get to a place
that is quiet enough," Millier told me as we sat at the Quiet
Place kitchen table on a sunny fall afternoon. She described
feeling one point in her life that her soul was shriveled,
"like those dehydrated vegetables. Once you add water,
though, they become pretty good vegetables.
"I don't think we know how much trouble we're in."
On her first retreat (some years ago in Michigan),
Miller was so exhausted she slept most of the weekend.
The director of the retreat center gave her the scripture
Psalm 127, v.2: "It is in vain that you rise up early and go
late to rest, eating the
bread of anxious toil;
How to visit
for he gives sleep to
his beloved. "
A Quiet Place
"It gave me permis A Quiet Place can accom sion to take care of
myself," Miller said.
modate five or six people for
"Eventually I realized
an overnight stay - more
that rather than run than that for day -long
retreats. Retreats can be
ning away from
situations [by going
directed, or can be personal
on retreat], I was
prayer time. Spiritual direc tion is available. The
running to God. Jesus
took care of himself
grounds include many trails
that way, getting into
through open meadows,
a boat, just rowing
prairie, and wooded areas ;
away from the people.
and wildlife is abundant.
"I came to a very
For more information
about A Quiet Place, conimportant awareness
of the intimate loving
tact: A Quiet Place, Camp
relationship with God
Alexander Mack, P. 0. Box
158, Milford, IN 46542. Tel.
-sitting at the feet of
219-658-4831 You can also
Jesus, not because
find information on the Web
there isn't anything
at www.campmack.org
else important to do,
but because it's what
you want to do. "

I

An unneeded house at Camp Mack was transformed-by the
Holy Spirit and hard work-into a spiritual retreat center.

BY SANDY HENDERSON
t was a dark and stormy night" when I first came to A
Quiet Place in April of 1996-one of a group of six
women gathering at this Brethren contemplative prayer
center on the grounds of Camp Mack in Milford, Ind. We
had been meeting in each others' homes for more than a
year, but most of us had never been on this kind of a
retreat before.
I remember the light spilling from the farmhouse door,
and director Norma Miller's warm smile and soft-spoken
greeting. I remember the plaque above the kitchen table:
"Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get
some rest" (Mark 6:31). The day' s busyness and the
stress of the hour-long drive flowed away into the peace fulness of that simple welcome.
The phone rang. Norma announced that there was a
tornado warning and we should take shelter. The seven of
us clambered down the steep basement stairs (it was your
basic "unfinished" farmhouse basement). We perched
where we could, and to entertain ourselves began to sing
old songs some of us remembered from Sunday school
and camp: "Amazing Grace," "This Little Light of Mine,"
and rousing choruses of "Rise and shine and give God the
glory, glory!"
My friend Patty Lane wrote later, "The basement
uncovered tones in our voices that we had not heard
before today. We blended and there was something hyp notic about our voices ringing together in the stone room .
As each song ended I felt like I was waking up. "
I have been to several retreats at the Quiet Place since
that first one, and each one has brought a special gift, of

I
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A Quiet Place began as a dream in
have that constant awareness of the
the heart of former Annual Conferpresence of God in it."
ence moderator Phyllis Carter, who
Contemplative practices like retreats
to A Quiet Place seem somehow forbelieved strongly that the Church of
eign to many down-to-earth Brethren,
the Brethren needed a place for quiet
retreat and prayer. With a committee
and silence can be downright scary.
of people who shared that dream, she
Many of those who come to A Quiet
spent a year and a half searching for a
Place are from other denominations.
possible location. Meanwhile, Camp
The prayer center offers a free retreat
day as a birthday present to all Church
Mack had a small house no longer
needed as lodging for volunteer workof the Brethren pastors in the area, but
ers. Camp director Becky Ball-Miller
only a few have taken up the offer.
wondered what might be done with
What would encourage more
the house - and asked Phyllis if she
Brethren to explore the possibilities of
knew anything about retreat centers!
A Quiet Place? "I wish I knew," Miller
The Holy Spirit may have provided
said. "No amount of writing is going
the opportunity, but it took many
to change people's minds. But generally when people experience A Quiet
hours of hard work by John Carter
Objects in the house nurture retreatants
in different ways, depending on the
and other volunteers to prepare the
Place they want to come back."
place . They painted and renovated the leading of the Spirit.
"I hope as we receive more guests here
that it will become more evident -that
house; provided furniture, books, and
artwork as well as such mundane things as pots and pans
this is a place where many prayers have been said." I
can feel that, every time I arrive .
and bedding; and cleaned up the grounds. A Quiet Place
officially opened on March 3, 1996, just a few weeks
before my group arrived.
Sandy Henderson is a member of the La Porte (Ind.) Church of
"I can choose things for the house that have been espethe Brethren.
cially meaningful for me but I am always
surprised by what catches someone else
and nurtures them," said Miller of her
work as the center's part-time director.
"I call it 'Ambushed by the Spirit.' It is
such a blessing to realize that you are
not in control of that.
"One pastor here on retreats watched a
particular tree. One day she went back
and lightning had split it. She had been
working with her church on what happens
when a church splits. She used the image
of that tree in her journal."
A recent addition to A Quiet Place that
has caught people's attention is a
labyrinth mowed into the grass near the
house by Elsa Littman of La Porte, Ind.
Miller has written a brochure of prayers
to be used in walking the labyrinth, an
ancient prayer practice that has recently
become widely popular. "I am always so
surprised by the number of people who
just stop by and walk it. ... A person
recently spent an entire morning journaling on her reflections of what happened
with her and the labyrinth. It was a powerful time between her and God."
Miller stresses the importance of times
of complete silence, and encourages
silence at retreat meals, especially
breakfast. "Everything we do should
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Letters

Brethren and Calvinists should not be surprised by the growth in
churches where the witness is expected to be more vocal.

Not just anything goes
I write regarding the Jan .-Feb . letter
from one who does not want to
"emphasize the name of Jesus " and
feels so "sad to hear so much empha sis on the Christian religion
compared to other religions."
It may sound sweet and loving to
think any religion goes. The Bible
just does not teach so. A better part
of the Old Testament is God' s warn ing and response to the Israelites'
tolerance and incorporation of other
religions. Most of the New Testa ment uncompromisingly espouses
Christ as the only way, and the Great
Commission to carry this message to
the ends of the earth.
Joy Welch
Pyrmont Church of the Brethren
Lafayette, Ind.

parable of the Pearl of Great Price
which indicated that we believers are
the pearl [see "Bible study and the
Kingdom of God," Jan.-Feb.].
From my Reformed (Calvinist)
background perspective, this is a
rather common interpretation. And it
serves to illustrate some variables on
how one reaches conclusions regard ing scripture interpretation. The
Calvinist has obvious doctrinal pre suppositions (emphasizing God's
sovereignty, election to salvation,
predestined ends and means, etc.)
which make it natural to see these in
the aforementioned parable. If the
Brethren person reached that inter pretation through Spirit -led and
corporate study, that is worth cele brating.

The sobering realities for both
groups involve the tendency on the
one hand for Calvinists to conclude
that one must believe the correct doctrines. This may or may not lead to a
grace -filled and joyous evangelistic
witness resulting in numerical growth
for God's kingdom . On the other
hand, Brethren will be too often satisfied with behaving correctly, following
the example of Jesus, and may seldom
give voice to answer anyone who asks
a reason for the hope that you have ( 1
Peter 3: 15) .
Brethren and Calvinists should not
be surprised by the growth in
churches where the witness is
expected to be more vocal.
Carl H. Van Farowe
Johns ton, Iowa

My vision for the church
The name by which our denomination chooses to be known is much
less significant to me than the following:
• that we strive to be inclusive.
• that we always ensure "our word
is as good as our bond."
• that seeking "to do the things
that make for peace" (both locally
and globally) continues high on our
list of priorities.
• that we be true to our spiritual
heritage as we "remain in the world
but not of it. "
Peggy Yoder
Stone Church of the Brethren
Huntingdon, Pa.

Worshipju_lly ~
Continue

the Work ofJesus
Enrich decision-making and congregational life through:

Storytelling
Biblical reflection
Prayjul discernment
Vision

A pearl of wisdom
As one who is very sympathetic to
Brethren ways and who served as a
Brethren pastor from 1992 to 1998,
I was interested in Fletcher Farrar's
reaction to the interpretation of the
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MOM: A model for ministry
After 15 years in pastoral ministry in
small, rural congregations, I feel that I
have finally determined what it is that
people want and expect from a pastor.
They want to be loved, they want to be
encouraged, they want to be cared for,
they even want to be pampered. In
short, they want to be mothered.
Now there is the irony . Who is
better able to mother than mothers?
Women? We men are simply not able
to provide what congregations want
as well as women, and yet who do we
still often exlude? Those who are
most gifted and qualified for the job .
Now mind you, some men do pretty
well, and some women really mess it
up, but let's face it, those qualities
we usually expect from our pastors
are unequally present in those we are
often hesitant to utilize.
So why are we so hesitant? Our
stated reason is that we desire to be
faithful to scripture. We especially
like Paul, because Paul has lent himself to easy interpretations that serve
our cause, but let's take a little further look. Probably the most often
cited passage is 1 Corinthians 14:33 40. Interestingly enough, however,
women speaking in church is not the
issue here, but the issue is, rather,
orderly and reverent worship. Now,
it would take an entire theological
treatise to unravel all the complexities of Paul' s theology, and frankly ,
I' m not convinced that anyone who
does not want to be persuaded would
be impressed, so I won' t take the
time . Let me simply remind us that
this is the same apostle who stated in
Galatians 3:28 that in Christ Jesus,
there is neither male nor female.
So the real question is, do we of
the small congregation really want an
answer to our dilemma? Do we really
want good pastors? There is a fur ther irony . Another lesson of the past
15 years is that our small congrega tions that survive do so because of
the dedication of women. In many
cases, the men have simply dropped
the ball, while the women have borne
the burden of the tasks necessary to

keep the local church alive. I suspect
that this has always been the case. In
Romans 16, Paul urges support for
those he names as the leaders and
servants of the church, and the
majority he names are women .
I have a pretty strong streak of
nonresistance in me. I have no desire
to fight or argue over the issue. I'm
not interested in forcing my opinions
on anyone. What I am interested in is
helping any small congregations that
are frustrated or discouraged by
inability to find an adequate pastor,
to broaden the horizons of their
search . I'm not suggesting that you
"settle" for a woman. I'm suggesting
that if you can get over the hurdle of
a lifetime of scriptural misinterpretation, you could be rewarded with just
exactly what you have needed and
wanted in a pastor in the first place.
When it comes to unconditional
love, you just can't beat mom. When
I was growing up, I was fortunate to
have two loving parents. But when
there was a real need for understanding and acceptance, it was mom who
could be counted on. Several years
ago my mother died. I had never
considered the possibility of anyone
else filling that role, but my dad has
remarried, and wonder of wonders, I
have a brand new mom! Forty -n ine
years old, and I can still go and feast
at the table of acceptance and
unconditional love.
Perhaps someone is offended by the
model of the church as a bunch of
pathetic creatures who still need their
mamas. Well, every metaphor breaks
down eventually, but I do believe that
real men and real women have an
eternal bond with their mothers, precisely because of the quality of the
relationship. And it is those qualities
from which the church can benefit. I
am not suggesting that we think of
female pastors as our mothers; I'm
suggesting that the qualities which
made certain people good mothers can
make them good pastors .
Steven W Mason, pastor
Pleasant Hill Church of the Brethren
Grottoes, Va.

Coordinator,
Brethren Academy
Bethany Theological Seminary and the
Church of the Brethren General Board
announce an opening for the position of
Coordinator, Brethren Academy for
Ministerial Leadership, beginning September 1, 2000. Areas of responsibility
include certificate programs of ministry
training, continuing education and new
initiatives for leadership development.
For a fuller description of responsibilities and qualifications, see "News" at
www.brethren.org/Bethany, or call to
request a copy at 1-800-287-8822, Ext.
1821. Qualified candidates are invited to
send a resume and letter of application ,
and to request three references to send
letters of recommendation to:
Academic Dean
Bethany Theological Seminary
615 National Road West
Richmond, IN 47374-4019
Application deadline: May 1, 2000

Hope Beyond Healing: A Cancer Journal
by Dale Aukerman availab le now from
Brethren Press for $14.95 plus shipping
and handling charges.
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Messenger
on Tape

Classified Ads
ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY
Spread the Word! Use MESSENGER classifieds to
let people know what's going on. 55 purchases a single
issue insertion of up to 80 words. Frequency discou nts
are available. Submit ads via fax (847-742-1407), e-mail
(kstocking_gb@brethren.org), or letter (Messenger
Classifieds , 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin, IL 60120). Deadline is first of month prior to month of publication.
Advertise today!

MESSENGER is available on
audio tape for persons with
visual impairments. Each
double-cassette issue contains
all articles, letters and editorials.
Volunteers of the Church and
Persons with Disabilities
Network, a ministry of ABC,
provide this service.

Man, that woman
can preach.

Recommended donation is $10
(if you return the tapes to be
recycled or $25 (if you keep
the tapes).

An Uncommon Woman:
The Life and Times of Sarah Righter Major
Nan cy Kettering Frye. Brethren Press. Infa mous in the
mid 1800s as a woman preacher in a man 's world,

To receive MESSENGER ON
TAPE, please send your
name, address, phone
number and check
(payable to
ABC) to:

Sister Sarah bravely preached the gospel wherever
people invited her to speak. Nancy Kettering Frye
provides details , facts , and stories about the life of
the first female Brethren preac her. Ste p into the 19th
century and meet the men and wo men who influenced
Sa ra h Righter Major's life and supported her
preaching ministry.
# 8224, $6.95
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Association of
Brethren Caregivers

e-ma il brethrenpress_gb@brcrhren.org

' ' Caregiving is excellent

and I hope ABC continues
with the same terrific content
and design. Thumbs up! ' '
-

R. Kurt Borgmann, pastor
Oakton Church of the Brethren, Vienna, Va.

CAREGIVING is a quarterly publication dedicated to
providing practical information and the latest news
about caring ministries for the Church of the
Brethren. Learn about caring ministries including
deacons, older adults, families, chaplains, retirement
communities, disabilities and whole health.
Subscriptions are available for $10 annually or at
special congregation rates. Call ABC to subscribe.

Association of

TRAVEL
Travel with us by coach to Annual Conference
in Kansas City, leaving Elizabethtown ,July 13, returningJuly 21. Visit Bethany Seminary in Richmond, Indiana
en route. For information , please write to J. Kenneth
Kreider, 1300 Sheaffer Rd, Elizabethtown PA 17022 .

Brethren Press
1451 Dund ee Avenu e, Elgin , IL 60120 - 1694
ph one 800-441-3 712
fax 800-66 7-8 188

1451 Dundee Ave.
Elgin, IL 60120

Brethren Caregivers

INVITATION
First Church, Chicago. 75 Years - April 29 & 30,
2000. Hundreds of Brethren have been part of our past.
We invite you to join our future: 1) Come to Chicago
April 29 & 30 for a two-day celebration/tea and homecoming. 2) Hel p us replace our front windows. Our
campaign goal of $40,000 maintains our commitment
to East Garfield Park and metro Chicago. More info:
call Mary Scott Borea @ 773/235-7038. Pastor Orlando
Redekopp. 425 Central Park Ave. Chicago, IL 60624

1451 Dundee Ave. , Elgin, IL 60 120
phone 847-742-5100 fax 847-742-5160

Travel to the White Continent-Antarctica-including Argentina and Uruguay, January, 2001. Optional visits
to Iguassau Falls and Chile available. Write to J. Kenneth
Kreider, 1300 Sheaffer Road, Elizabethtown PA 17022.
Travel with a purpose to: Eastern Europe and
the "Passion Play," July 31 to August 14, 2000, with
Wendell and Joan Bohrer. Visi t Prague, Vienna ,
Budapest, Bratislava, Krakow, Warsaw and much more.
First Class tickets to the Passion Play, Folklore Show
in Warsaw, Prague and Budapest. ADanube River Cruise
in Budapest. Buffet breakfast and dinner throughout.
Contact the Bohrers by mail-3651 US Hwy 27 S. # 40,
Sebring, FL 33870.0 Tel/Fax 941 -382 -9371. E-mail
rdwboh@strato.net
POSITION AVAILABLE
Brethren Housing Association, a non- profit organization celebrating its tenth year serving the homeless
families in the Harrisburg, Pa. , area has a position available for an Executive Director. Duties involve broad
administrative responsibilities including directing BHA's
program, public relations, fund raising and property
oversight. Experience preferred in administration and/or
pastoral work with strong interpersonal skills. Hours
and benefits negotiable. Please send resume to: Paul
Wessell, Rhoads & Sinon LLP, PO Box 114_6, Harrisburg,
PA 17108.

La Casa de Maria y Marta seeks applicants for director. This San Antonio Mennonite Church ministry
provides opportunities for groups to serve in the city
while learning about realities in San Antonio and South
Texas. Responsibilities include developing and directing service and learning programs for youth and adults
and coordinating cross-cultural seminars for college
students. Full-time, salaried position, housing provided.
Spanish helpful but not required. For further information and an application, contact.John Lichty (2 10)

533-7181
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Turning Point~
New members
Bethlehem, Boones Mill, Va.: Sh a ro n
Grindstaff
Big Creek, Cush ing , Okla.: Celena
Cox, Bill McCas lin, Virginia
McCaslin , Bobby Lease, Den nis
Francis, Pamela Franci s
Chambersburg, Pa.: Bobby and Ann
An gle, Maria Bank s, Ric hard Brown ,
Bre nda De Lon g, Tom H ovetter,
H eidi Lig htfoot, Ji m and Dody
Myers, Gary and Pa m Se ibe rt, Beve rl y War ren
Coventry, Pottstow n , Pa .: Megan Mon a ha n, Sarah Naylo r, Nathan
Brown back
Dayton, Ya .: Gal e n Knighte n, Jr. ,
Ada m Myers , Bob a nd Pat Tayl o r,
Claud ette Trout, Judi M ill e r
Geiger, Frieden s, Pa.: Barry Klink,
Molly Klink, Da nn y Vettori , Michael
Miller, Di a n e Mi lle r
Good Shepherd, T ipp City, Ohio : Jeff
Hendric ks, Li sa He ndricks, Amanda
Morr is, Richard Kee, E lizabeth Kee
Hollidaysburg, Pa .: Brian McG uire,
Larry Shelow
Hollins Road, Roanoke, Va.: Jonath a n
Ayers , Amber Booth, Je nnifer Garrett, Jess ie Lamb
Huntsdale, Carli s le, Pa. : Cha rles
Fahnestock ., Rose Fahnestock, Crys ta l S mith , Ba rba ra Keefe r, Ju lie
Yeager
Ivester, Grundy Center, Iowa : Megan
Button , Con nie Duncan , Mark
Hare n , Susan Hare n, Sandy Hogle,
Ashley Jensen, Kalli n Leland , Ky lee
Lela nd , Lea nn e Kruse, Christy
Ree nts, Elai n e Reents, Sandy
Schafer, Mark Tobias, Robb y Tobias
Koko mo, Ind.: Sha nno n Taninger,
Jo hn a nd Joyce Fruth, T iffan y Seekri
Leake's Chapel, S ta nley, Va. : Meagan
Turne r , Whitn ey Kn ighton , Ash ley
Newitt, Clay Newit t, Ka ithyn
Southers
Le banon , Pa. : Ro nald E. Ludwic k,
Peggy Ludwick
Liberty Mills, In d.: Terry and D eborah
Barrett, Ali cia Ba rrett, Andrea Barre tt, Emma Barrett, Kris and Beverl y
D ierks, Chad and C indy M ic hael,
Harold Poe, Ca rri e Poe, Ho lly Walte rs, Drew Walte rs, Wesley Wi ll ia m s,
Evan W illi am s
Mechanic Grove , Quarryvill e, Pa.:
Ric hard Dre nn e n Ill, Sylvia Dre nnen, Walter Buckley, Angel Wei gand ,
Matthew Kreider
Mo hican, West Salem , O hio : Willow
Spencer, Scott Jo hnson, Todd Jo hnso n , Edmond and Ph ylli s Becke r
Osceola, Mo .: Reg ina Mill e r
Paradise, Smithville, Ohio : Cleona
Winkler Scott
Petersburg Memorial , Pe tersburg, W.
Ya. : Jonath an Taylor, Kelli Mull e n ax,
Katie La mbe rt, Sarah Be th Taylo r,
Kimbe rl y Bible, Kim Mu ll e na x,
Corey Lambe rt , Rya n Lambert,
Derek Nesselrodt, Pamm y Alt
South Bay Community, Redond o
Beach, Cali f.: Esther Alaxander
Sugar Creek West, Lima, Ohio: Aud rey
Ho lt, Th o ma s W hite, Phyllis Borger,
Kr istin Hackwort h, Jenni fer Jo nes,
Matthew Jo n es, Ste phani e White
Tope ka, Ka n. : Bradl ey Puderba u gh ,

Pa ul Ing le, Reg in a In g le, Do ri s
Broadfoot, Casey Roberts, Andrew
Fry, And y Taylor, As hley Pude r bau g h
Troy, Ohio: Emma Ba tdorf, Sarah
Lan gdon, Caitlin Neiswa nd e r,
Matthew Riege, Jeannine Reed
Walnut Grove, John s town, Pa.: E. V.
Shearer, Virg ini a Mountain, William
Ro ud abus h, Nancy Loche r, E ri c
Locher, Arnold Loc her
York, Pa.: Jo di Ying lin g, Leo and Linda
Mi n, Ted a nd Alma Sievers, Carol
Di e hl

Wedding
anniversaries
Barr, Ern est a n d Lei ta, Virde n, Il l. , 60
Bechtelheimer, Joh n and Re tha , Glendale, Ari z ., 50

Bucher, Mark and Alice, Carlisle, Pa ., 60
Flora , Ernest and Maybelle, Boones
M ill , Ya., 50

Huber, Earl a nd Charl o tte, Conestoga ,
Pa. , 50

Jordan, Fred A. and Clara, Salem, Va. , 71
Kimmel, William and M ild red , O zawk ie, Kan., 50

Oshel, Cli fford a nd Ph ylli s, Topeka,
Kan. , 50

Scofield, D o nald and Doroth y, Kan sas
Ci ty, Mo. , 55
Sharpes, Do n and Bo nnie, Dayto n, Ya .,
50

Thomas, Be rnard and Eleanor,
Se bring, Fla., 50
Trenary, Morris a nd Alda, Bridgewate r ,
Va., 50
Wentz, Edwin a nd Emma, S trasb urg,
Pa. , 50
Whitcraft, Jo hn and Mary, No rth Manchester , Ind ., 60

Deaths
Ballard , Orvill e, 89 , Mt. Morri s, 111. ,
Jan. 16
Beall, D o nald M., S r. , 70, Beaverto n,
Mi c h ., D ec . 2
Bennett, Vio la , 89, H agerstow n, Md .,
April 13 , 1999
Bishop, Dale, 75 , Greenville, O hi o ,
Dec . 6
Bishop, Jan ice, 64, Greenville, Ohio,
Se pt. 26
Blough, Alma, 88, So merset, Pa., Dec. 11
Bowers, Dale, 73, Dixo n , lll. , Dec. 29
Bowman, An na, 86 , Green vill e, O h io,
D ec. 8
Bowman, Ea rnest E., Fosto ria , Ohi o,
Jan. 12
Boyd, Grace, 85 , Troy, Ohio , Ja n. 3
Bullard, Wayn e, 80, Topeka, Kan. ,
May 9, 1998
Butler, Lillian, 84, Ko komo, Ind. , Dec. 10
Butts, Betty, 67 , C h a mbersburg, Pa.,
Ma rc h 18, I 999
Campbell, He nry, 76, Kokomo, In d. ,
O c t. 15
Chance, Sara " Sally," 80 , west Grove,
Pa. , D ec . 28
Clark, Shelva , 6 1, Jul y 21
Clingan, Mildred , 80, Hage rstown,
Md., Dec. 18
Craighead, Virg inia Mull ins, 82,
Ro ano ke, Va. , Feb . 7, 1999
Cruz, Roge r, Ch icago, Ill. , Dec. 18
Davis, Ada , 9 1, Mt. Morris , Ill. , O c t. 8
Divers, Robert, 8 1, Rocky Moun t, Va. ,
Nov. 16

Estep, Pau l, D ayto n, Va. , Dec.
Fairbanks, H ele n , 82 , Greenvill e,
Ohi o , Nov. 17

Fike, Rebecca Barr, Goshen Ind ., O ct. I 0
Fillmore, Gene, 75, Cu shing, Okla. ,
Jan. 4

Firebau gh, Flore nce, Mt. Mo rri s, Ill
Oct. 21

Gilbert, Altha Swoyer, 89 , Ma nhatta n,
Kan. , Oct. 6, 1998
Gorman, Doroth y C. , Pasadena , Md.,
Dec . 3 1

Grabill, Daniel, 94, Chambe rsb urg,
Pa. , D ec . 19

Rose, Edith, 85, Tipp City, O hio, Oct. 19
Rummel, Carm en, 97 , W indbe r , Pa.,
Dec . 29

Schaff, Martha, 87 , Hagerstown , Md .,
Nov. 17

Sell, Ethel, 82 , Claysbu rg, Pa ., Jan. 7
Sheller, Cha rl es , Marshalltown , Iowa,
Dec. 115

Sibley, Prudence, 88, Topeka, Kan. ,
Ja n. 17, 1998

Slifer, Clare n ce, Gru ndy Center, Iowa,
Nov. 12

Sollenberger, Marian , 94, Carlis le, Pa.,
Sept. 2 1

Groff, Everett, Sebrin g, Fla. , Oct. 9
Hann , Pan sye, 85, Waynesboro, Pa. ,

Stoner, Mary Jan e, 75 , H agerstown ,

D ec . 19
Hardy, Walte r, 88, D e fi ance, Ohio ,
D ec. 29
Harris, H essie Perdue, 82, Roano ke,
Va. , Nov. 29
Hite, Carl T. , 86, La Place, 111. , Dec. I 7
Hoke, Robert, Dover, Pa ., Aug . 15
Holderread, Edith, 75, C ush ing, Okla. ,
Oct. 28
Hopkins, Willi a m, 81 , Hage rstown,
Md., Ap ril 20 , 1999
Howes, R. Eugene, 85 , Ka leva, M ich. ,
Nov. 10
Hykes, Charl es, 89, Feb. 22 , 1999
Jones, Mabel F., 91 , Chatha m , Ill., Dec. 14
Karns , Willi s, 89 , Tipp City, Ohio,
March 18 , l 999
Keim , Mau rice, Sebring, Fla. , Dec . I I
Kline, Catherine, 85, Will iamsport,
Md ., Ma rch 3, 1999
Kreider, J. Be nj a min, 74, Willow
Street, Pa. , Dec. 2
Leaman, Ruth Irvin , 93, Wooster,
Ohi o, Dec. 19
Lowe, leon ard, Sebring, Fla. , Jul y 10
McAdams, Ernest, 85, Tipp C ity, Ohi o ,
O c t. 4
Middlekauff, John, Sebring, Fla., Oct. 18
Miller, Fern, 92 , Englewood, Fla., Nov. 21
Miller, Mary, 85 , William sport, Md. ,
Jan. 7, 1999
Mill s, Grace, Monroevill e, Pa ., Dec. 23
Mills, William, Monroeville, Pa., Dec. 16
Moats , G le n , 89, Grundy Cente r, Iowa,
Apri l 29, 1999
Mohler, Ha rold I., 82, Warre nsburg,
Mo. , Dec . 7
Murrey, Ch ester, 84 , M c Ph er so n, Kan. ,
Dec . 29
Neff, Eva V. R ., 93, Harrisonbu rg , Va .,
Ja n . I
Niesley, Robert, Monroeville, Pa ., Nov. 10
Palmer, Geraldine, 85, Hage rstown ,
Md. , June 25
Park, Hazel, 9 1, Lima , Ohio, Ja n. 5
Patterson, Elizabeth , Mt. M o rri s, JI\. ,
Apr il 27
Peiper, Martin, 83 , Carlisle, Pa., Aug. 28
Peters , Kathryn, Sebrin g, Fl a. , Oct. 24
Peterso n, G ertrude, G reenvi ll e, Ohi o,
O ct. 22
Peyton, Kathe rine, 89, Phillips, Eva ,
73, To pe ka , Kan. , Ma y 19
Powers, Wi ll ard, 9 0 , Mt. Morr is, JI\. ,
Dec , 9
Raish, Ri c hard, Dayto n, Ya. , D ec .
Rebert, Hele n, 96 , Ca rli sle, Pa., April
3, 1999
Ridenour, Hattie, 84 , Hagerstow n,
Md. , Ap ril I , 1999
Rowzer, Hazel, 92, Topeka, Kan., May
10, 1998
Rodgers, Todd D., 79 , Windbe r, Pa. ,
Nov. 8

Stong, Mary Ruth , 67 , Huntington ,
Ind. , Nov . 8
Stump, Maurice C. , 84, Christiana ,

Md ., Jan . 10, 1999

Pa., Dec. 21

Thomas, Elle n, 89, H olsopple, Pa. , Jan. 3
Tolman, Ire ne, 88, Topeka , Kan. , May 2
Travis , Ro n , 50 , Eldora, Iowa, Ju ne 14
Trimmer, Alice, 88, Carl isle, Pa., D ec . 27
Troupe, Esta, 92 , Hagerstown, Md. ,
Feb. 5, 1999
Tudor, Lawren ce E., 79, Sprin g fi eld ,
Ill. , Ja n . 11
Van Nordan, Thomas, 75 , Hagerstown, md. , Nov. 12

Va ughn, Leo nard E., 83 , Alexandria,
Va. , Nov. 29

Vivian, Howard L., 74, Springfield ,

111. , Dec . 5
Walters, Em m a, I 04, Boswell, Pa. ,
Dec. 27

Warner, Kathryn, 84, Dayton, Ohi o,
Dec. 6
Will , Mildred , 94 , Ha gerstown, md. ,
Marc h 24, 1999

Wright, Ralph, Rocky Mount, Ya. , Nov. 22
Yeager, Savilla E. , 88, Chambe r sburg,
Pa ., Au g . 21

Licensings
Mickle, Cha d Wayne, Dec . 5, New
Enterprise, Pa.
Reffner, Ea rla , Nov. 28 , New Ente rprise, Pa.
Snair, Freeman All e n Jr. , Dec. 26,
Rock hill , Rockhill Fu rn ace, Pa.

Ordinations
Crumrine, Duan e E. , Dec. 5, Clover
Creek , Martinsburg, Pa.

Hooks, Eric, Sept. 26, S helocta, Pa.
Mosorjak, Gary, Ja n. 23, Locust
Grove, Mount Airy, Md.

Yi, Tae Ho, Dec . 12, Grace Chri stia n,
Upper Darby, Pa.

Pastoral placement .
Hunter, S teve, from inte r im to perma n e nt, Mount Etna, Iowa

Leaman, Frank, to West S hore, Enola, Pa.
Miller, David Ll oyd, from c ha plaincy to
Li ck C reek, Bryan , Ohio (Note:
March Turnin g Points li sted in correct ly David L. M ille r leaving Carson
Vall ey, Dunca n svill e, Pa. David L.
M iller re m ain s at Ca rso n Vall ey.)
Schreyer, Man fred , to West Alexandr ia,
Ohio
Snell, Donald , to West Goshen ,
Goshen , In d.
Watern, Steve, from yo uth pastor at
Ceda r Grove, New Pa ri s, Ohio, to
Beech Grove , Ho ll ansburg, Oh io
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Living lil{e we're dying
n October 1998, I had the privilege of having breakfast
in the home of Dale and Ruth Aukerman. I had heard
of Dale for years and seen his byline in Sojourners and
elsewhere, and so had been pleased when he sent me the
manuscript that became his article "Living with dying"
(April 1998 MESSENGER).
Even though I was meeting him at the end of his life I
will always be grateful for that moment. It was an almost
enchanting time when he picked me up in the near dark
of a chill autumn dawn, and we drove in his basic car the
few miles to where we turned into his country lane. I was
surprised by the prim neatness of the yard and shrubs.
And then after a warm welcome by Dale' s wife, Ruth, I
was surprised again when she set before us a breakfast
of, not tofu and sprouts, but fried eggs .
The handcrafted house, decorated with relics, family
photos, and Ruth's art, was elegant in its simplicity, as
was our conversation. It was, that is, until I asked Dale
what writing projects he was working on. He said he was
writing a journal about his struggle with terminal cancer,
which he hoped to get Brethren Press to publish. But he
said he didn't know how long he would have to work on
this. "You mean you don't know your deadline?" I
blurted.
He laughed, thank goodness. Later I received a letter
from Dale: "In German there is a word, Sternstunde, an
occasion that stands out as very notable and blessed.
During this time I've been given Sternstunden again and
again, and the breafast with you here was one of them."
Now that I have read Dale's new book, Hope Beyond
Healing: A Cancer Journal, just out from Brethren Press, I
realize that it was precisely because he did know his deadline, at least more nearly than most of us know ours, that
he lived so intently and so well during his last almost three
years. The book begins with his diagnosis of cancer in
November 1996, and everything afterward is measured by
the time "since the diagnosis." The journal doesn't tell us
how his days were spent before the diagnosis, though I
gather his life was always pretty intense. But after he has
cancer he visits with friends he hasn' t seen in years, frequently talks with his wife about their love for each other,
has his grown children home often, writes important articles, ponders scripture deeply, shares his faith openly, and
plants trees .
Granted, we all work better with a deadline, but I came
away thinking, this is how I want to live now. This book
may be a good one to pull out and read again just before
dying . But I think it is a good one to read just before
living . Besides , we all have a deadline approaching. How
close does it have to be before we start living life fully?
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Dale worried about all the media attention he was getting for his public dying, even though he hadn' t sought
it. Others were dying with more faith and courage, he
wrote. He came to peace on this issue by assuring himself that his intent was to point toward Jesus, not himself.
I think God chose him for this job because, while he may
have been a spiritual giant, he was a down-to-earth one,
with a simple faith we all can identify with, a sense of
humor, and a gift of words. His theology is more childlike than high. When his friend Don Murray, the actor,
tells him we shouldn' t speculate on the afterlife, he
protests that scripture gives us an inkling, so there' s no
need to be too agnostic about it. Then he goes on to
speculate that there will be a transition time after death
before judgment, that we will be reunited with our
spouses, and that heaven will be like a city where in the
evening everyone comes into the street for shared life.
He twinkles when he tells of his big -city friend Jim
Wallis, editor of Sojourners, coming to the country to
help the Aukermans plant trees. Wallis admits he's never
planted a tree before, but nobody pays attention until he
plants one with the roots pointing skyward .
Dale notes several times the irony of his accepting free
oncology treatment from the US Navy as part of a clinical trial, after having spent a lifetime as a pacifist and
protester against the military. When he exults to a doctor
about the treatment being free , the doctor responds,
"You pay taxes like everybody else ." Dale' s son Daniel,
knowing of his father's war tax resistance and his penchant for earning a less-than -taxable income, says later,
"If he only knew."
I love the way Dale ponders scripture. "I need to give
more attention to the passage in Romans 14:7-9," he
writes on New Year's Day, 1997. On the wedding feast
passage of Mark 2:18-19 he writes , "l'm to be glad with
Jesus the Bridegroom at the big party of life until I'm the
one taken away." He loves Bach, and quotes Milton,
Donne, and Shakespeare, too . But he keeps returning to
scripture-Zephaniah, Isaiah, Job, Psalms, the Gospels,
Revelation, Acts. This man had the Bible in his oones.
At the memorial service, Paul Grout noted that young
people are rejecting the church, and we have presumed
they are rejecting Christ. But he asks, "Is it possible they
are rejecting our religion because they have not seen
Christ in it?" In Dale Aukerman there was Christ
through and through. And he has made me want to get
started living like I'm dying. -FLETCH E R FARRAR
Readers may order Hope Beyond Healing from Brethren
Press at 800-441 -3712. Price: $14.95. Ask for Item #8233.

The cornerstones of
a Brethren education
are found in the values
of the church itself:
faith, peace, justice
and service. Upon this
foundation, students
develop the qualities
essential for
intellectual growth,
personal integrity,
a strong faith, and
service to their church
and communities.
A Brethren education
reinforces in students
a system of values
which they will carry
throughout their lives.
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Brethren Colleges Abroad
North Manchester, Indiana

Bridgewater College
Bridgewater.Virginia

Juniata College
Huntingdon, Pennsylvania

Manchester College
North Manchester, Indiana

Bethany Theological Seminary
Richmond, Indiana

El izabethtown College
Elizabethtown,_Pennsylvania

University of La Verne
La Verne, California

McPherson College
McPherson, Kansas

The Brethren Recruiting Project • Church of the Brethren General Board • 1451 Dundee Ave. • Elgin, IL 60120

"WITHOUT THE
HELP OF YOUR
CH,OUR
S COULD
ECOME
TRU
women of El Estribo, Honduras

A women's group yearning for a bett~r life. A partner agency equipping
and encouraging them.A Global Food Crisis grant providing chickens and
pigs. The good Lord creating the water and soil and life itself. It's the stuff
dreams are made of.
And now we've been asked by our partner,
the Christian Commission for Development, to
assist in providing animals for over 800 women in
dozens of other communities.
Other agencies had turned them down.The Global
Food .Crisis Fund said yes. $42,676 worth of yes.
The funds are to be sent over the coming months.
Now you-yourself, your class, your Vacation
Bible School, your congregation-can say, yes,
too. Support this and other life-giving, dreamfulfilling ministries of the Church of the
Brethren furough the Global Food Crisis Fund.

