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Behold the man 

0 n the cover: The print by Ruth Aukerman is rich in 
symbolism and rich in connection to this month 's 
cover story on the Death Row Support Project, a 

letter-writing ministry to prisoners on death row (p. 10). It was 
through DRSP that Ruth and her husband, the late Dale Auker
man, began writing to Ronnie Dunkins on death row. The 
correspondence continued eight years. "He was like a son to us, " 
Ruth said. Dale Aukerman went to witness Dunkins' execution in 
the Alabama electric chair on July 14, 1989. An op-ed article he 
wrote for the Washington Post describing the botched electrocu
tion-it had to be done twice-caused a furor. 

Ruth reacted to Dunkins' execution by--------..... 
creating this work of art . Included in the 
print are both the cross and stones, two 
forms of execution used in Jesus ' day . 
The legend on the work is "Ecce homo," 
Latin for "Behold the man." These were 
Pilate' s words when he presented Jesus, 
with whom he could find no fault , to the 
angry crowd (John 19:5). The words 
suggest the complicity of the crowd and 
the complicity of us all. "Christ is always standing with the 
victim," Ruth says. "Whenever anyone is executed, we are there 
as ones who are also to blame. " 

Though losing friends is painful-her second death row corre
spondent was executed last year-she continues, now writing to 
a third condemned man. She encourages others to volunteer for 
the Death Row Support Project. "We gain more from it than we 
give," she says. "They are so grateful. A lot of them are there 
because of a lack of love in their lives. " 

Ruth Aukerman, of Union Bridge, Md., is a professional artist 
and art teacher. She is a member of Westminster (Md.) Church 
of the Brethren. 
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For more than 20 years, Rachel Gross has 
been connecting volunteer correspondents 
with "pen pals" on death row through 
DRSP, a ministry of the General Board. 
Simple letter -writing not only comforts 
prisoners, it raises consciousness as well. 

14 Jubilee 2000 
A worldwide campaign to cancel the inter
national debt of 41 impoverished countries 
is gathering steam. Heather Nolen, a 
Church of the Brethren member working 
for Church World Service, explains how 
concerned Christians can help, in the spirit 
of jubilee. 
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spiritual formation and servant leadership 
are keys to church renewal. 

22 A Balkan journey 
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around the world. 
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~~ From the PuDlisher 

A t our house, the tooth fairy brings 50 cents and a one-inch personal note written 
in six-point type on a tooth fairy-size computer . Over the years she's been 

remarkably competent. The money and the note showed up when our son lost a 
tooth at Annual Conference, and again when he lost one while visiting relatives in 
Indiana. She even delivered the goods when a tooth was accidently swallowed. 

But the tooth fairy seems to have reached middle age: Lately she keeps forgetting 
her duties. Our oldest smiles sweetly and says, "Please tell the tooth fairy that I'm 
lea ing my tooth on the table so it's easier for her to find." I nod my good intentions, 
and then promptly forget by the time bedtime prayers have been said . 

I know what's happening . My mental lapses began the same time the children 
stopped believing in the tooth fairy. Though my intentions are the same, the fact that 
the kids no longer believe has unconsciously rearranged my priorities. 

That makes me wonder whether the rest of my priorities get rearranged uninten
tionally too. Do my priorities belie what I say I believe? If I really believe in the 
power of prayer, shouldn't I be praying without ceasing? If I really believe the good 
news, shouldn't I overflow with the joy of the Spirit? 

Back when I first became acquainted with the Brethren, what impressed me most 
was the sense I had that these people live out on Monday what they say they believe 
on Sunday. I'm not sure what the tangible differences were between the Brethren 
and the other brands of Christians with whom I had been more familiar. I simply 
knew that Brethren discipleship was obvious. I saw that Brethren beliefs and values 
were deeply held and that they showed in everyday life. 

I liked that authenticity . Two decades later I can still say the Brethren live up to 
that (most of the time). I'm going to keep trying to live up to that ideal. 

And someday when my youngest loses her first tooth and the tooth fairy matters 
again, I' m quite sure that little winged creature will come through on time. Because 
the things that matter to us we don 't forget. 
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fu Touch 

Editor's note: Allan and 
Vercey Smyth are Brethren 
Volunteer Service retiree 
volunteers serving a two
year term at the World 
Friendship Center in 
Hiroshima, Japan . For 35 
years, the World Friendship 
Center has worked with 
peacemakers around the 
world to build friendship 
bridges on a person-to
person basis. Couples 
interested in serving in 
Hiroshima can contact the 
BVS office in Elgin. The 
other BVS volunteers 
referred to in this story are 
Larry and Alice Petry, of 
Lakemore, Ohio, who have 
been Brethren volunteers 
in many projects. 

Junko Kachime with BVS volunteer Larry 
Petry at Mt. Daisen, Japan . 

Japanese friend brings 
BVS couple unexpected 
gifts of love and peace 

It was Wednesday, our busiest day. A 
phone call came from Chizuko, one of our 

dearest volunteer helpers. A friend of hers , 
Junko, from the other side of Japan, was 
with her and wanted to bring us pho 
tographs she had taken of former American 
volunteers. She wanted to come today. 

I thought of saying, "Just ask her to mail 
the photos to us." But Chizuko is very dedi 
cated, so I said, "Fine. Can you bring her at 
four o'clock?" 

Chizuko and her friend, Junko, come in 
and we sit down for tea. Junko speaks little 
English, I speak little Japanese, so Chizuko 
translates. Three years ago some American 
volunteers and Chizuko went to climb Mt. 
Daisen, several hours trip from Hiroshima. 
Junko is a staff person at the Mt. Daisen 
hotel and also a photographer, so she took 

photos of the group. Today is her first opportunity to deliver the photos to World Friend
ship Center in Hiroshima. 

We talk small talk . We are the same age, 61. We are both interested in peace. She com
ments on our framed photo of paper lanterns floating on the Motoyasu River in memory 
of the A-bomb victims. I show her other pictures by the same photographer, Paul Quayle. 
Some of the photos show A-bomb victims. 

I can see Junko's memory moving back to 1945. "I was six years old," Junko begins. 
"My father was a farmer in southern Kyushu. There was an army airfield near our house. 
Every morning a siren blew and planes took off. Our teachers led us out to wave to the 
pilots, and the pilots waved back. But in the evening, no planes returned ." 

I realized that these were Kamikaze pilots flying to attack the American fleet off Oki 
nawa. They killed my childhood neighbor. Junko's eyes confirmed my realization . So 
many strong young men, flying to kill and to die. 

"One day an American plane flew over. A bomb fell out and our house was broken. 
Everyone was running and shouting, and a lady fell and was having a baby. I ran into our 
broken house and climbed into our iron bathtub. I sat for a long time until finally my 
father came and took me out. 

"Then the army told us the war was over and the Americans were coming. The Ameri
cans would kill us and do terrible things. We hid . When I saw the Americans I was very 
afraid, but they tossed chocolates to us. They gave us food. 

"Our clothes were all in tatters, our town was ruined, and we were very ashamed. We 
were embarrassed to be seen in such a condition. But the Americans gave us some of 
their clothes to wear. They helped us fix our town. They were not terrible, they were 
kind, and we became unashamed. " 

Then Junko took both my hands in hers , something that Japanese rarely do. "All these 
things happened 54 years ago. For 54 years I have wanted to thank an American. Thank 
you, thank you." Sometimes tears speak more loudly than words. 

We have seen much pain in the last century, and much evil. But on this Wednesday in 
Hiroshima, a gift was given. A gift of remembered kindness. A gift of reconciliation. A 
gift of hope. Our prayer for all people is that the coming of a new century will awaken in 
all of us some good memories, and some good hopes. -ALLAN SMYTH, Hiroshima, Japan 
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In Touch 
Manchester church to 
be dedicated in April 

Two years after fire 
destroyed the historic 
church building on Walnut 
Street, the Manchester 
Church of the Brethren is 
ready to dedicate a new 
building at a new site in 
North Manchester, Ind. 
The congregation had 
been at the Walnut Street 
location since 1880. 

The 45,000-square-feet 
structure is built on one 
level on a 25-acre site in 
the northwest part of 
town. The sanctuary will 
seat over 500. A large 
family life center and 
narthex will provide space 
for fellowship, special 
meals, and recreation. 

"Under Construction" crew members with finished playhouse. 

VBS constructs a Habitat 
for Humanity theme 

Last year the Dayton (Va.) Church of the Brethren 
joined two other congregations for "Under Construc

tion: a Habitat for Humanity Vacation Bible School." Over 
three weeks 62 children participated. They created crafts 
that encouraged them to share with others, developed 
ways to care for a friend who is hurting, and learned about 
worship through Bible stories and games. A large play
house was constructed on the VBS site and then auctioned 
at the closing program. It brought $1,500 to benefit Habi 
tat for Humanity. 
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Facilities for a nursery 
school and children's 
Christian education pro
gram are located in a west 
wing. The adult program 
along with a museum, 
library, board room, 
chapel, and office complex 
are in the east wing. 

At 7 p.m. April 28 there 
will be a music fest, featur
ing congregational singing 
and worship, special 
music, and a chance to see 
and hear the new organ 
and piano. On Saturday. 
April 29, there will be an 
open house when visitors 
can receive guided tours of 
the building. 

On April 30, morning 
worship will convene at 
9:30 a.m. A carry -in 
dinner will follow at 11 :30. 
The dedication service will 
begin at 2 p .m. with an 
instrumental concert at 
1 :30 featuring the organ 
and piano. All are invited. 

The main speaker at the 
dedication service will be 
Charles Boyer, former 
Annual Conference mod
erator and currently pastor 
of the La Verne (Calif.) 
Church of the Brethren. 
- WILLlAM R. EBERLY 

Remembered 

Harold B. ("H.B.") Brum
baugh, of Huntingdon, Pa., 
fondly known by many as 
"Mr. Juniata," died Jan. 1 7 
after an extended illness. 
He was 88. 

Harold B. Brumbaugh 

Brumbaugh dedicated 
his entire life to Juniata 
College, the Huntingdon 
institution where he stud
ied and worked-and even 
lived until 1993. 

A 1933 alumnus, he 
began his career there in 
1936 as assistant to Presi 
dent Charles C. Ellis. Over 
the years his titles included 
alumni secretary, vice presi
dent for development, and 
vice president for college 
advancement emeritus. 

Violet Anet Satvedi 

Violet Anet Satvedi, 59, 
died Oct. 1 in Hudson, Ill. 
She and her husband, 
Anet, served as Church of 
the Brethren staff at Waha 
Schools and other assign
ments in Nigeria between 
1972 and 1986. She was a 
graduate of Bethany Theo
logical Seminary. 

Harold Mohler of War
rensburg, Mo., died on 
Dec. 7, and F. Willard 
"Bill" Powers of Mount 
Morris, Ill. , died two days 
later at the age of 90, on 
Dec. 9. 

Mohler twice served as a 
member of the Church of 
the Brethren General Board 
and was a longtime chair of 
the board of trustees for 
McPherson (Kan.) College. 
His memorial service was 
held Dec. 11 at the New 
Beginnings Church of the 
Brethren, Warrensburg, 
Mo. 



Powers also served on the 
General Board, was the first 
moderator of the 111inois
Wisconsin District, and was 
chairperson for the denom 
ination's 250th anniversary 
celebration. He also served 
on the board of trustees for 
Manchester College, North 
Manchester, Ind., and was 
active in membership and 
leadership with numerous 
community organizations 
and with Camp Emmaus. 

Teacher receives 
President's Award 

Cindy Asiala, pianist and 
treasurer of the Marilla 
(Mich.) Church of the 
Brethren, was one of 21 
recipients of the 1999 Presi
dent's Service Awards. 

The recipients traveled to 
Washington, D.C., to receive 
the honor from national ser
vice executives and the 
Points of Light Foundation. 

Performing in Steve Engle's "Rumors of Angels," from left, 
are Kim Murray Simmons as Mary, Marty Keeney as the 
rabbi, and Brent Hurley as Joseph. 

Musical 'Rumors of Angels,' 
makes its debut performance 

In December Steve Engle and musicians from Stone 
Church of the Brethren and Juniata College, both in 

Huntingdon, Pa., offered a debut of his musical composi
tion "Rumors of Angels." This two-hour musical, based on 
the Bible story of Mary and Joseph was performed before a 
standing-room-only crowd at Juniata's Oller Hall. 

Engle is a well-known Church of the Brethren composer 
and ventriloquist. Previous major works include "Saint 
Judas Passion," and "A Christmas Patchwork." His hymn 
"I See A New World Coming" is included in Hymnal: A 
Worship Book. 

Steve calls "Rumors of Angels" "sort of a Christmas 'Fid
dler on the Roof."' The original script and musical score 
follows Mary and Joseph from when they fell in love, to their 
betrothal, the Immaculate Conception, their wedding, the 
birth of Jesus. This production, made up of church, college, 
and community personnel, featured 11 lead characters, a 
40-voice choir, and a 28 -piece orchestra. -DONNA RHODES 

Several members also talked 
with President Bill Clinton in 
the Oval Office. 

Asiala was chosen for the 
honor for her work, assisted 

by co-teacher Deb Crandall, 
in initiating the Service 
Learning Class at Brethren 
High School in the town of 
Brethren, Mich. 

Orapan Termkunanon as Mary and Adam Lemmer as Joseph. 

Ohio church lets town know 
'who we are' at Christmas 

In the New Carlisle, Ohio, Christmas parade, the role of 
Mary was played by a Buddhist. Orapan Termkunanon 

cradled a plastic baby Jesus on the New Carlisle Church of 
the Brethren float. The 1 7-year -old exchange student from 
Thailand said she had recently heard the story of Mary, 
Joseph, and Jesus for the first time, told by her American 
host, Andrew Wright, the Brethren pastor. 

"We wanted to remind the community of the Christ in 
Christmas," Wright said of the church's float. "We wanted to 
let the community know who we are and why we celebrate." 

Bible readers commit 
to go cover-to-cover 

In December the deacons 
of the Greenville (Ohio) 
Church of the Brethren 
decided to ask their mem -
bers to read the entire 
Bible in one year as a pro
ject for the year 2000. 

After three Sundays of 
promotion, 88 people had 
signed a card commiting 
them to read three or four 
chapters of the Bible each 

day until they were finished. 
A reading guide is taped 

to the Bible so chapters may 
be crossed off as they are 
read. Those on the reading 
team encourage each other. 
The church newsletter, the 
bulletin, and the pastor help 
explain the books as readers 
progress. 

For those who are suc 
cessful, a "cover-to-cover" 
Bible party will be held in 
January 2001.- KEN 
GROFF 

"In Touch " features news of congregations, districts, and individ
uals. Send story ideas and photos to "In Touch," MESSENGER, 

1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120. 
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Top: The church 
building in Rio 
Verde, Brazil. Right: 
Inside the church, 
Marcos Inhauser, 
left, enthusiastically 
shares his hopes for 
the church in Brazil, 
as James Miller, 
Shenandoah district 
executive, listens. 
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November trip may lead 
to future work in Brazil 

A November visit to Brazil may lead 
to new activity by the Church of the 
Brethren in that nation. 

Mervin Keeney, director of Global 
Mission Partnerships; Allen Hansell, 
director of Ministry; and James 
Miller, Shenandoah District execu
tive, traveled to visit the 
congregation in Rio Verde, Goias, 
Nov. 19-21 and were joined there by 

Bethany Theological Seminary grad 
uate Marcos Inhauser. 

The young congregation had been 
through a period of conflict and divi 
sion some years ago after being 
recognized by Annual Conference as 
a Church of the Brethren congrega
tion in 1992. 

"We needed to go and listen," 
Keeney said of the purpose for the 
trip . "After a period of limited con
tact, we wanted to hear and discern 
where God is leading this group 
now." Following the positive visit, 
work began on a proposal regarding 
the Brazilian church to present to the 
General Board at its March meetings. 

A rough landing can't stop 
Bible launching in Sudan 

Even a change of site and a very 
rough, near -tragic airplane landing 
in Sudan couldn't take away from 
the joy of dedicating the first com 
plete Bible in the Nuer language-a 
project more than nine years in the 
works. 

After the location of the new trans
lation's launch shifted from Akobo to 
Mading, in southern Sudan, Church 
of the Brethren representatives 
Lester and Esther Boleyn of Cit
ronelle, Ala., and David Sollenberger 
of Annville, Pa., took a flight from 
northern Kenya to Mading . As the 
plane approached the dirt landing 
strip, however, it was whipped by 
strong crosswinds and rolled sharply 
back and forth. The right landing 
gear hit hard and collapsed , and the 
plane then skidded sideways into a 
fence. It rolled the plane, snapping 
off the left wing and leaving the 
plane lying on its roof. 



The Boleyns reported that 
miraculously, however, none 
of the 24 people on the plane 
had more than a scratch, and 
they were able to exit via a 
rear loading door or the 
cockpit. Sollenberger was 
able to videotape the rescue 
operation. 

"God is great, we are safe, 
and the N uer now have the 
Bible in their own language," 
the Boleyns wrote. 

Hymnnal supplement 
group sings its work 

The committee preparing 
supplements to Hymnal: A 
Worship Book has progressed ,::: 
to the next level of the project ~ 
- digesting the input of 33 ; 
advisory group members who ~ 

depends on copyright permis
sions, so no titles are yet 
considered final. 

The committee will meet 
again in March. Members are 
Nancy Faus, chair; Wendy 
McFadden, publisher; 
Jonathan Shively; and Lani 
Wright. The first booklet in 
the series is planned for com -
pletion by fall 2000. 

Loving heart is logo for 
Annual Conference 

each sang through 239 paten- The hymnal supplement committee at work. Clockwise 

The Annual Conference Pro
gram and Arrangements 
Committee has chosen a design 
by Debra Noffsinger of the 
Westminster (Md.) Church of 
the Brethren as the logo for the 
2000 Conference to be held in 
Kansas City in July. The logo 
will appear on the banner in the 
convention center and on other 
Conference materials. 

tial hymns. from upper left: Wendy McFadden, fonathan Shively, 
The advisory group is a Lani Wright, and Nancy Faus. 

diverse set of people who com -
mitted to reviewing the first cut of 
hymns and evaluating their appropri 
ateness for inclusion in a set of 
booklets for congregational worship 
within the Church of the Brethren. 
That input, sent by mail, was tabulated 
for the Hymnal Pocket Series Com
mittee to use as a guide in the next 
level of selection, done during a meet 
ing Dec. 6-10 in Elgin, Ill. 

The committee decided the still-to 
be-named series will consist of nine 
booklets produced over a three -year 
period. The categories will be based 
on those in the hymnal, and the first 
three will be 1) Advent/ Christmas/ 
Epiphany; 2) Lent/Easter/ Pentecost; 
and 3) Praising/ Adoring . 

Each booklet will include hymns 
representing a variety of musical 
styles. Among those in the mix are 
traditional hymns, praise choruses , 
new hymns written since the hymnal 
was published, and hymns coming 
from other cultures. 

Of the list evaluated by members of 
the advisory group, the top 10 were: 
"While by the sheep," "Jesu, Jesu" 
(with revised words), "We three 
kings," "Jubilate, everybody, " "Lau
date Dominum," "Siyahamba," 
"Halle, halle, hallelujah, " "Touch the 
earth lightly," "Glory, glory, hallelu 
jah," and "Go, tell it on the 
mountain. " 

Ultimate inclusion in the series 

Noffsinger said that 
thoughts presented by moderator 
Emily Mumma, including a scripture 
from Colossians, helped to inspire 
the motif. 

"I designed the logo with the 
thought of us all being woven 
together with each other and with 
God in to one fabric ," Noffsinger 
wrote in an explanation of the 
design. "Our love holds us tight. " 

BVS eliminates barrier by 
waiving application fee 

People seeking to work through 
Brethren Volunteer Service no longer 
need to pay an application fee as of 
Jan. 1. 
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The BYS team planning retreat 
held in December arrived at a deci-
ion to no longer require the $15 fee 

beginni ng in the new year, matching 
th practice of most other volunteer 
agencies. 

··B S wants to remove barriers to 
the application process," BYS direc 
tor Dan McFadden said, "and this is 
one area where we can make an 
immediate change without a high 
co t to BYS. " 

Students flock to study with 
Brethren Colleges Abroad 

Brethren Colleges Abroad has more 
individual students pre-registered 
than ever before this year, with 
nearly 400 signed up for interna
tional study. 

The total semester -equivalents is 
equal to the previous year, however, 
as only one in eight students are 
staying for a full academic year. Of 
those enrolled, the largest number 
registered for Barcelona, Spain, with 
114 students. Second is Athens, 
Greece, with 62. The remaining stu 
dents are scattered over nine other 
sites in eight countries. 

Lar~e group attends youth 
spirituality workshop 

The theme of youth spirituality 
struck a chord among Brethren as a 
crowd of nearly 200 people attended 
the 1999 Youth Ministry Workshop 
held at the Hagerstown (Md.) 
Church of the Brethren Nov. 20 . 

Chris Douglas, coordinator of the 
General Board's Youth/Young Adult 
Office, which sponsored the work
shop, said it was the highest 
registration ever for the annual fall 
event since it began in the early 1990s. 
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Mark Yaconelli, who directs the 
Youth Spirituality Project at San 
Francisco Theological Seminary, 
provided leadership for the event. 

"God needs to be at the center," 
Yaconelli said, describing various 
youth ministry models. "The Christ
ian faith doesn't make sense unless 
there is a God. We need to have 
youth 'meet God.' Our desire for 
God is our greatest gift to our 
children." 

A video of highlights from the 
workshop, filmed by David Sollen
berger of the Annville (Pa.) 
congregation, is available for dis
tricts or congregations to borrow 
from the Youth/ Young Adult Min
istry Office. Call 800 -323 -8039. 

Disaster Fund grants help 
Balkans, Puerto Rico, Eritrea 

In recent months the General Board 
has approved the following Emer
gency Disaster Fund allocations, 
culminating more than three dozen 
grants going out in 1999 and begin
ning 2000: 

•$37,500 to support the ongoing 
post -war work of Brethren Volunteer 
Service in the Balkans. 

• $15,000 to support a hurricane 
recovery and mitigation project on 
the Puerto Rican island of Culebra. 
The project came as a joint effort 
between the General Board's Emer
gency Response/ Service Ministries 
and McPherson (Kan.) College, with 
additional volunteers from Chiques 
Church of the Brethren, Manheim, 
Pa ., plus two experienced project 
directors . 

• $15,000 toward additional sup
port for the Family Farm Drought 
Response, an ecumenical effort of 
which the General Board's Erner -

gency Response/ Service Ministries is 
a part. 

•$25,000 to support the immedi
ate disaster recovery efforts of 
Church World Service in the after 
math of catastrophic floods and 
mudslides that killed thousands and 
devastated areas along Venezuela's 
Caribbean coast. 

• $13 ,500 to fund an emergency 
shipment of medical supplies in 
cooperation with Mercy Corps to 
war-torn Eritrea, on the northeast 
coast of Africa. 

• $10,000 to support continuing 
relief and reconstruction efforts 
related to the effects of Hurricane 
Floyd in North Carolina. Monies for 
the grant had been given via desig 
nated gifts from congregations and 
individuals in Virlina District, where 
most of the damage from the storm 
occurred. 

• In addition to these disaster 
grants, the board allocated $2,500 
from the Global Food Crisis Fund in 
December to meet a request for the 
Eco -Justice Working Group of the 
National Council of Churches. The 
funds will support an Earth Day 
resource mailing about the effects of 
energy consumption, global warm
ing, and climate changes on food 
security. 

Juniata publishes book on 
peace hero Elizabeth Baker 

A new book, Peace is Everybody's 
Business- Half a Century of Peace 
Education with Elizabeth Evans 
Baker, by Marta Daniels, of Chester, 
Conn. , was published by Juniata 
College, Huntingdon, Pa., in 
November. 

It explores the role Baker played 
in peace education and a life 



devoted to finding peace. The book 
was commissioned for publication 
in 1999 to mark the 30th anniver
sary of the date Elizabeth Evans 
Baker wrote her first letter to then
Juniata President John Stauffer, 
challenging the college to create a 
peace studies program as part of its 
curriculum, and the 25th anniver
sary of the date Juniata's 
full-fledged Peace and Conflict 
Studies program began. 

Peace is Everybody's Business is 
available at the Juniata College 
Bookstore for $ 7. 95 plus shipping. 
For information call 814 -641-3380. 

s l'i." 

Youn9 adults to focus on 
'Finding Common Ground' 

This year's Young Adult Conference, 
with the theme "Finding Common 
Ground," will be held over the 
Memorial Day weekend, May 27-29, 
at Camp Harmony, Hooversville, Pa. 

All who consider themselves young 
adults are invited to attend and share 
their visions and challenges, as well as 
listen to the diversity within the 
Church of the Brethren. The confer 
ence will be led by Matt Guynn and a 
YAC leadership team. Registration fee 
is $80; for a registration brochure call 

800-323-8039, ext. 286, or go to the 
Church of the Brethren Web site 
(www.brethren.org) and print one. 

Personnel 

Patty and John Crumley of Polo, Ill., 
accepted a call to serve in Nigeria 
through the Church of the Brethren 
General Board's office of Global 
Mission Partnerships. Their employ
ment began Dec. 13 and they left for 
Nigeria in January. Patty will be 
teaching music at Hillcrest School in 
Jos, and John's assignment is yet to 
be defined. 

EvERYTHING You WANT 
IN A SERENE YET CONVENIENT COUNTRY SETTING . 

RESIDENTIAL LIVING IN CROSS KEYS VILLAGE 
• HARMONY RIDGE APARTMENTS OR COTTAGES 

DINING - PLANNED ACTIVITIES - TRANSPORTATION 
ON-CAMPUS BANKING & MEDICAL FACILITIES 

ASSISTED LIVING CENTER 
• SHELTERED NEIGHBORHOOD • HEALTH CARE CENTER 
• PRIVATE ROOMS WITH BATH • HOUSEKEEPING 

EvERYTHING You NEED 
• Su PPORT SERVICES • ADULT DAY SERVICES 

• HOME HEALTH SERVICES • SPECIAL CARE UNIT . 

• SPECIAL CARE (ALZHEIMER'S) UNIT• NURSING CARE 

• CROSS KEYS SUBACUTE CENTER • RESPITE CARE 11 i1 
-!;!&J ~ :-·- MEDICARE/MEDICAID APPROVED 

Gl - - . ~ 

~ -~ -. . --.... ..._. 
ED.UAlHDUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 

Gft1't8tirm care 8ti1ce 1!)0& 
2990 CARLISLE PIKE· P.O. Box 128 =~~!,),_ 

N Ew oxFoRo, PA 17350-01 28 The BretHren Home 
1 -888 - 624-8242 Communitv 

WWW.BRETHRENHOME.ORG ~ 
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Maintaining a database of more than 3,600 people on death row and matching them with volunteer correspondents is the work 
of Rachel Gross, director of the Death Row Support Project, a ministry of the General Board's Office of Brethren Witness . 

Writi11g to death rov1 
The Death Row Support Project has been ministering to prisoners for more than 20 years 

BY GREG LASZAKOVITS 

rTTiank you for sending my name to 
lthe Thompson family. I have been 

on death row ... and at first I 
thought everyone had forgotten 
about me. " 

The cornfields of Indiana are a long 
way from the lonely halls of death row. 
Yet this Midwestern rural landscape is 
much closer than you might imagine 
to the steel and gray one finds in the 
iron bars and echoing halls of prison. 
This soybeans and Brethren territory, 
just outside the small town of Liberty 
Mills, houses one of the best support 
systems for death row prisoners, 
Death Row Support Project (DRSP). 
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Director Rachel Gross stands in 
her farmhouse kitchen preparing 
lunch, comfortably answering ques
tions and throwing out statistics: 

As of Sept. 1, 1999, there were 
3,625 people on death row in the 
United States. The mission of Gross 
and the DRSP is to see that each and 
every one of those persons receives a 
letter, and gains an ongoing relation
ship, while life still exists. 

DRSP, a Church of the Brethren 
General Board ministry sponsored by 
the Brethren Witness office, matches 
the people on death row with "pen 
pals. " Yet one hesitates to use such a 
flippant word for fear it cannot 
match the depth and intensity these 

writing relationships often reach. · 

In 1976 the US Supreme Court rein 
stated the use of capital punishment. 

At that time Rachel's husband, Bob, 
was working on criminal justice issues 
with the Church of the Brethren 
Washington Office. Knowing her 
compassion, Bob suggested to Rachel 
the possibility of a correspondence 
ministry. She readily accepted the 
challenge. The Washington Office was 
the first to support the project and in 
the fall of 1978, the DRSP started 
with about 20 correspondents. 

"When I started in 1977 I thought, 
'No problem, two years of this and 
the death penalty will be gone again 



when people come back to their 
senses after they see how wrong it 
is.' But here we are, 20 years later. I 
thought it would be a short-term 
thing," recalls Gross with a mix of 
disappointment and amazement. 

Obviously, it has been anything but 
"short -term.'' Twenty-one years and 
more than 600 executions later, the 
death penalty remains tightly woven 
into the American fiber. In fact, most 
polls show Americans strongly in 
favor of government -sponsored exe 
cutions-upwards of 6,500 have 
been sentenced to death since 1977 
(though 2,000 of those sentences 
have been commuted or reduced). 

Even while public opinion contin 
ues to support capital punishment, 
and 38 of the 50 states proscribe 
death, the hope of abolition stays 
alive for many. In the meantime, 
DRSP plans to keep hard at work 
matching those imprisoned with 
those who are on the "outside." 

Gross says it's hard to tell how 
many people are corresponding at 
the moment. But she does know that 
DRSP has referred more than 65 
percent of the 3,625 on death row 
around the nation to correspondents. 

I\RSP continues the tradition set by 
Uother notable Brethren ministries 
by opening its doors to ecumenical 
and secular participation. This is due 
partly to an open attitude, but mostly 
out of necessity. The first push in 
1978, including a MESSENGER adver
tisement, sought matches for the 400 
people newly assigned to death row. 
A number of writers responded, but 
sadly short of 400. The need for 
more writers led to ads in Sojourners 
and other publications. Thankfully, a 
larger group responded to the plea. 

Letter -writers have come from all 
walks of life, denominations, and 
parts of the world. Many write out of 
religious conviction, and some from 
deep wells of compassion. Many of 
the writers are Catholic sisters , 
American Baptists, and Seventh Day 
Adventists. Around 100 are Brethren. 
Since the US is the only Western 
country to use capital punishment, 
numerous writers hail from abroad, 
including many from Europe. 

For nearly 20 years the Franklin family of 
Modesto, Calif. has corresponded with 
death row inmate Ronnie Bell through the 
Death Row Support Project. Bell, a 
prisoner at San Quentin penitentiary, is 
seated, flanked by Simeon Franklin, left, 
and Cyrus . Back row: Joshua, Pam, Phil 
and Melissa. The photo was taken several 
years ago. 

TI Thy would you want to write to a 
VV convicted murderer? Gross offers 
many reasons, but states that the 
most important for her is her belief 
that writing to a person on death row 
is a form of visiting, in line with 
Jesus' teaching (Matt. 25:31-46). 
She explains, "Jesus called us to be 
with those in prison; he didn't qual 
ify it with why they were there." 

One may suspect Jesus calls us to 
visit with those in prison for the very 
reason reflected in this article' s 
opening quote- an utter feeling of 
abandonment and loneliness. Feeling 
forgotten may be one of the worst 
emotions one can experience. It is 
akin to worthlessness. Jesus saw the 
worth in all children of God he 
encountered; he was unconcerned 
with what they did for a living, where 
they hung their hats, or their past 
sins. He exemplified a way of living 
in which everyone deserved human 
contact and love, and an opportunity 
for forgiveness. 

Regardless of guilt or innocence, 
DRSP believes that no person is 
beyond the love, compassion, and 
listening presence that only a fellow 
human being can provide. 

This sentiment is felt by one man 
on Texas' death row who expresses 
his gratefulness for correspondence: 
"I have been corresponding ... on a 
regular basis and have had few things 
in my life which have given me more 
pleasure. It is a helping hand to us 
who society has condemned, while 

knowing we have violated those stan
dards they hold sacred. To me that is 
truly love for your fellow man.'' 

"This really changes people's 
lives," notes Gross, who launches 
into the story of one family's impact 
on their new friend's life. The family 
provided testimony in a re-sentenc 
ing hearing that was pivotal in 
reducing the convicted person's sen
tence. 

Surprising to many, writing and 
visiting often becomes a family pro
ject. Younger children draw pictures, 
which are greatly appreciated by 
those who have little or no contact 
with children. In turn, children have 
the opportunity in a safe space to 
learn about the justice system and, 
more significantly, about the individ 
uals who are in it. 

A mother writes, "We have learned 
a lot about prison life- and its toll 
on a person .... We have a new 
awareness, as a family, of the inhu
manity of the death penalty." 

Correspondent relationships not 
only influence the prisoner's life, but 
they also change the other person 
psychologically and spiritually as 
well. Writing to a person on death 
row gives one the opportunity to see 
situations as they have never seen 
them before, from the childhood past 
of a confessed murderer , to the pleas 
of a person who may be an innocent 
victim caught in the wrong place at 
the wrong time (23 persons have 
been executed , only to be found 
innocent upon further review). 

One man describes his discovery of 
compassion : "Besides learning about 
myself, I feel like I have learned to 
appreciate another unique individual. 
Until I am open to sharing and being 
sensitive to his concerns, struggles, 
joys, defeats, etc., I cannot be sup
portive or healing in any way.'' -

In a land wracked by stereotypes 
and social stratification, DRSP 
opens the door to appreciate people 
for who they are and not who we as a 
society project them to be. One 
woman wrote, "I was able to see 
Richard as a person, and a neat 
person at that, instead of just a pris
oner. The prejudices I had have 
disappeared. Actually I think I prob -
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ably got more out of it than he did. " 
DRSP correspondence also gives 

the imprisoned the opportunity to 
give gifts of the human spirit that 
might otherwise not find an outlet. 
_ Iany in Brethren circles are familiar 
;i.ith the late Dale Aukerman, long
time peace activist, writer, and 
spir itual giant, who last year wrote 
ior MESSENGER about his honest, yet 
gracefu l, battle with cancer. Auker 
man had long been a correspondent 
through DRSP with men on death 
row around the nation and had sup -
orted men through the agony of 

death row all the way to the Alabama 
el tric chair . 

\\lien Aukerman was diagnosed 
\ith lung cancer, his death sentence 

of ~on , a tremendous outpouring of 
lO\·e and support came from those he 
had long supported on death row. 
Tho e who knew what it was like to 
knm their days were numbered felt 
an in tant camaraderie. Ten men on 
death row wrote letters and notes of 
support to Dale and his family 
during this trying time, sharing with 
him their wisdom of what it means to 
lean on God while life hangs in the 
balance. 

Wrote one imprisoned man, "Look 
upon the healing powers of Jesus, 
and also for the comfort of knowing 
friends and family are beside you. 
My prayers are joined." In a turn 
about of grace, the receiver became a 
reminder of God's boundless love . 

Gross maintains a database that 
tracks sentence changes, execu

tions, names, department of 
corrections numbers, addresses, etc. 
Keeping this database up -to-date 
seems to be half the battle. Quar 
terly, DRSP receives listings from 
the NAACP Legal Defense Fund that 
shows many of the changes. How
ever, this list does not tell it all. 
Gross must use other sources to 
maintain accuracy. In fact, DRSP 
has one of the most complete lists in 
the country of prisoners on death 
row. 

Gross guards the list closely. "A 
few people have called thinking we 
were in support of the death penalty 
and wanted to know how they could 
help," she laughs. Quickly growing 
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Pen pals: Beth Portela of Huntington, Ind., 
corresponds with Omar, a prisoner on death 
row in Florida. 

earnest she retorts, "I'm very protec 
tive of the guys. I don't want anyone 
getting hate mail. Unfortunately, it's 
been known to happen." 

Since overhead is small, due to the 
fact that this ministry is run out of 
the Gross home, not many financial 
resources are needed for DRSP. 
However, DRSP has not been 
immune to recent General Board 
cutbacks-its budget was reduced by 
over 50 percent. Larger projects 
await completion, and staying 
abreast of issues by attending confer 
ences and workshops around the 
country also requires funding. A uni
fied budget structure does not allow 
for direct cash donations, but Gross 
happily notes that DRSP is always 
ready to accept stamps that can be 
sent to correspondents who may not 
be able to afford them. Postage also 
helps with day -to -day office opera
tions and bulk mailings . 

While money is tight, time seems 
to be the biggest shortage for Gross. 
She is not only the director of DRSP, 
but also a full -time mother and 
spouse, and practices what she 
names a personal "ministry of avail 
ability," which calls her to many 
tasks in her home church and the 
larger community. She hopes soon to 
add a peace studies intern from 
nearby Manchester College to aid 
with database upkeep and adminis
tration . Another hope is to enlist 
coordinators who would monitor the 
status of death row-from new sen
tences to execution updates- in 
their respective states. 

Whenever it's suggested that 
DRSP go ecumenical to ease finan
cial and time pressures, Gross balks. 
"It's been a Brethren ministry from 
the start. Staying part of this com
munity [Church of the Brethren] is 
important to me. I am Brethren and 
this program has always been 
Brethren ." 

The Church of the Brethren 
stands firmly opposed to capital 
punishment and supports efforts to 
aid the accused, as well as the vic 
tims of crime. (See the 198 7 Annual 
Conference statement.) 

I\RSP sees value in letter -writing 
Unot only for the relationship that 

is created, but also because it is one 
of the best transformative and inspi
rational tools for getting people 
involved in the abolition movement 
in more profound ways. 

Pat Bane, a Catholic woman from 
Syracuse, N.Y., began corresponding 
with a man on death row in 
Arkansas. Written correspondence 
soon became personal visits and, 
when it came time for the man to be 
executed, Pat was able to serve as his 
spiritual advisor. It was a sad ending, 
but would have been sadder had he 
died alone. Pat Bane's story does not 
end with the death of her fr iend, but 
the birth of a ministry. 

Bane was not a typical DRSP cor
respondent-her uncle had been 
murdered years before. Through the 
relationship she built on death row, 
she was led to join Murder Victims' 
Families for Reconciliation (MVFR) , 
a national organization of family 
members of victims , of both homi
cides and state killings, who oppose 
the death penalty. In fact, Bane went 
on to serve the growing MVFR as its 
first paid staff person. 

Bane no longer serves MVFR, but 
the organization continues to thrive 
as a support program that addresses 
the needs of victims of violence, 
enabling them to rebuild their lives. 
MVFR also advocates policies to 
reduce the rate of homicide, and pro 
motes crime prevention and 
alternatives to violence. 

"Pat is who I refer to as DRSP' s 
poster child," states Gross. "Her 
story is exactly what we envisioned 



when we started 21 years ago . ot 
just writing and becoming involved 
in someone's life in a very personal 
sense, but becoming part of the 
movement in new and exciting 
ways." 

Working with victims' families also 
remains one of Grass's dreams. 
"Someday I would like to have a dual 
ministry- serving both victims' fam
ilies and those on death row." She 
recognizes the healing and concilia
tion that can often blossom in the 
darkest of nights, when the opportu 
nity is provided. 

T'\RSP is not only transforming the 
Llives of those who find themselves 
on death row and those who 
exchange letters with them, it is also 
leaving its mark on the movement to 
abolish the death penalty . Sometimes 
even worthy movements lose sight of 
why they are moving. However, in 
the movement to abolish the death 
penalty, DRSP has represented a 
Spirit -led voice of compassionate 
support and action. In response to 
this compassionate action, the 
National Coalition to Abolish the 
Death Penalty recently presented 
DRSP with a "Special Recognition 
Award" for 20 years of dedicated 
service . This ministry is finding and 
gaining respect in the abolition 
movement. 

T'\RSP has taken on the monumental 
Utask of assigning each person on 
death row a correspondent. To date 
two-thirds of them have been 
assigned a pen pal. "More can cer
tainly be done," Gross says. More 
correspondents are needed to fill in 
fo r the third of death -row inmates 
who may have no constant support 
outs ide of prison. 

Meanwhile, Rachel Gross waits 
patiently for more volunteers to cor 
respond, as does someone who has 
been involved in the struggle for over 
20 years. 

A religious ethics writer once 
reflected on the nature of justice, 
punishment, and humanity: "Anger is 
righteousness without humility." In a 
nation gripped by anger, and the 
belief that an eye for an eye brings 
justice, DRSP offers a place of mercy 

for those who fi nd themselves amid 
the lonely solitude and terror of wait
ing- a place where they are not W1 
forgotten. ~ 

How you can get involved 

Greg Laszakovits, currently living in 
Richmond, Ind., is a member of the 
Phoenix (Ariz.) First Church of the 
Brethren. He recently fi nished a one-year 
assignment with the Office of Brethren 
Witness focusing on anti-racism educa
tion and abolishing the death penalty. 

To obtain the name and 
address of a person on death 
row with whom you may corre
spond, write to Death Row 
Support Project, Department M, 
P.O. Box 600, Liberty Mills, IN 
46946. 
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www. name here .org .. __________ . 

Trying to get you or 
your congregation "online"? 

Turn to someone you can trust. 

eMountain, the electronic ministry of the Church of the Brethren 
Benefit Trust, can assist you with your Internet and technology needs. 

• Web hosting. Reasonable rates to get you or your congregation 
on the Web: $4.95/month basic plan; $12.95/month enhanced plan. 

• Internet access. ClearViewNet delivers Internet access that 
adheres to and witnesses Brethren values. 

• Other Services. Web site design, e-mail accounts, domain name 
registration, e-commerce Web sites, and video conferencing. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

A ministry of 
Brethren Benefit Trust 
1505 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120-1619 
800-746-1505 847-742-0135 fax 
www.eMountain.com 
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JUBILEE 2000 
The campaign to cancel international debt 

BY HEATHER NOLEN 

T J" Tould you like to alleviate 
VV poverty? Would you like your 

sisters and brothers around the 
world to have access to basic health 
care and education? Would you like 
to control pollution and reverse 
environmental degradation? Would 
you like to reduce outbreaks of vio
lent conflict? 

If you answered yes to these ques
tions, then you are ready for 

00 BREAK 1\\l t\\l\\NS OF DE 

Jubilee . In fact, we're already living 
in the Jubilee year. As Leviticus 25 
tells us , every 50th year was to be a 
year of Jubilee-a year when slaves 
were set free and land was returned 
to its original owner. 

More than 400 people were part of a procession to the US Department of 
Treasury on lune 18, 1999-the same day President Clinton was meeting with 
the other industrialized countries in Cologne, Germany. 

So what is the connection between "yes" to the first 
four questions and the year of Jubilee? Just as the 
Israelites were reminded that all we are and have belongs 
to God, we must also respond to our modern -day call to 
get economic relations right. 

To that end, Jubilee 2000 is a global movement that is 
responding to the international debt crisis and the many 
lives that could be saved each year if the debts of the most 
impoverished countries were cancelled outright. 
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Jubilee 2000 is a grassroots campaign in over 60 coun
tries around the world. The Jubilee 2000/ USA Campaign 
was formally endorsed by the Church of the Brethren 
General Board in March 1999 by approval of a resolution 
brought by the Washington Office . Each country's cam
paign has its own headquarters and platform for action, 
but they are all focused on the international debt crisis in 
some way. The Jubi lee 2000/ USA campaign was 
launched in 1997, and the Church of the Brethren Wash 
ington Office is one of 36 faith -based, environmental, and 



social justice organizations on its steering ommitree. 
Other members include the American Friend SerYice 
Committee, Church World Service/ ational Council of 
Churches, Mennonite Central Committee, and Bread for 
the World. 

The Jubilee 2000 Campaign seeks "cancellat ion of the 
crushing international debt for countries that are bur 
dened with high levels of human need and environmental 
distress. " The campaign works for debt cancellation that 
benefits ordinary people. The people themselves should 
have a role in determin
ing how the savings from 
debt cancellation is used, 
as well as the future con
ditions of any negotiated 
loans to their govern -
ments. 

Also, Jubilee 2000 
seeks debt cancellation 
that is not conditioned on 
policy reforms that per
petuate or deepen 

participants in accepting the terms of the original loans. 
If future lending is monitored and ultimately approved 
with active citizen participation, concern about corrup
tion will diminish. 

But what about ensuring that debt savings go for 
poverty reduction that benefits ordinary people? This is a 
primary concern in cancelling the debt. Uganda's use of a 
Poverty Action Fund has been successful and can serve as 
a model for using debt savings for poverty reduction. 

poverty or environmental 
degradation, often known 
as "structural adjustment 
programs," or SAPs. 
Jubilee 2000 urges that 

Demonstrators formed a human chain at the US Department of Treasury last June. 

lenders and borrowers alike acknowledge responsibil 
ity for the debt crisis. 

Where resources were diverted by corruption, 
Jubilee 2000 advocates for their recovery . To prevent 
future debt crises, Jubilee seeks the creation of mech 
anisms to monitor international monetary flows 
through a process that is open and accessible to the 
public. 

The campaign's primary mission is to urge creditors 
(commercial banks , governments, and multilateral 
institutions) in the "North," or the industrialized and 
developed countries, to cancel the crushing debts of 
the most impoverished countries in the "South ," or 
those countries that are considered to be developing. 

These countries targeted for debt cancellation 
spend financial resources on debt payments rather 

than on clean water, basic health care, and education for 
their citizens. On average, the countries of sub -Saharan 
Africa spend more on debt service than on health and 
education combined. In Tanzania, where 40 percent of 
the population dies before the age of 35 , the government 
spends nine times more on debt payments than on health 
care and primary education combined. 

Creditors, to whom the debt is owed- like the US and 
other industrialized countries , plus international financial 
institutions like the International Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank- are called to acknowledge their complicity 
in making loans to corrupt governments. Now, debt pay 
ments are being exacted on people who were in no way 

$2 trillion too much 
Presently, developing countries owe the "North" and the 
international financial institutions over $2 trillion. This 
debt crisis was caused by a number of factors, but some 
key ones were irresponsible lending, corrupt borrowers, 
the jockeying for allies through financial lending during 
the Cold War, and drastic fluctuations in the market value 
of basic commodities, like cocoa and coffee, on which the 
"South" depends for revenue. 

Highly Indebted Poor Countries 
In 1996, the World Bank and the IMF categorized 41 
countries as "Highly Indebted Poor Countries," or HIPC 
countries. Collectively HIPC countries owe approximately 
$220 billion in foreign debts. The HIPC initiative was a 
watershed because, for the first time, it offered a compre
hensive framework for addressing multilateral debt (owed 
to international financial institutions like the IMF and 
World Bank), bilateral debt (government to government), 
and commercial debt (owed to banks) . 

These countries were identified as carrying "unsustain
able debt burdens," debts beyond a country's ability to 
pay. Because most international debt is owed by many 
"middle-income" countries whose debt burdens are not 
considered "unsustainable," they are not classified under 
HIPC. Most advocates for debt cancellation believe that 
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• e debts of 
-middle-income" 
"'Ountries should 
al-o be 
addressed . For 
example, 
E uador, consid
ered a 
·•middle- income" 
ountry, recently 

had to default on 
it debt payments 
to the Uni ted 
States . As 
E uador's Presi 
dent 1ahuad 
announced that 
Ecuador would 

Christian Peacemaker Team member Anita Fast, dressed as f ubilee Spirit, pro
claims release to those suffering under the crushing international debt during 
the procession to the International Monetary Fund. CPT carried out a 
nonviolent vigil at the IMF December 2 7-f anuary 1. 

Uganda's Poverty 
Action Fund shows 
how freed resources 
from debt cancella -
tion can benefit 
ordinary people. 
Although Uganda 
received little relief 
under HIPC, it suc
cessfully channeled 
all debt savings
about $40 million
into its own Poverty 
Action Fund. 
According to the 
Poverty Eradication 
Action Plan 
designed by U gan -
dans themselves, be changing its 

currency, the sucre, for the dollar, oil workers and a large 
portion of the indigenous population turned out to 
protest. The president was eventually overthrown by a 
military coup. Ecuador had been implementing policies of 
economic reform required by the IMF to receive a large 
negotiated loan-money that would be used to pay off 
other debts-like those to the United States . 

HIPC countries owe approximately $6 billion to the US 
directly (bilateral debt) . In Cologne, Germany, last June, 
President Clinton and leaders of the other wealthiest 
industrialized nations agreed to cancel 90 percent of the 
debt owed by HIPC countries . 

Clinton later agreed to cancel 100 percent of HIPC 
country debt. Despite Clinton's announcement, the US 
Congress still has to appropriate the money in order for 
the US to fu lfill its promise to cancel this debt. In 
November 1999, Congress appropriated $110 million to 
write off more than $1 billion in debt owed to the US. 
The US gave a partial approval to allow the IMF to use 
$2.3 billion of its own resources to write off poor-country 
debt . 

What good will it do? 
Can cancelling the debt really eradicate poverty, guaran
tee that poor people gain access to health care and 
education, safeguard the environment, and prevent vio 
lent conflict? It is at least a way to begin addressing many 
of these problems. These governments have already paid 
several times over the amount of the original loans, yet 
mounting interest payments prevent them from freeing 
resources to boost social expenditures and improve the 
quality of life for their citizens. 
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money is spent for rural feeder roads, agricultural exten
sion, water supply, health care, and primary education. 
Now there are twice as many students in Uganda's pri 
mary schools as there were in 1997. The public is given 
full access to information about the fund's management, 
and certain civil society organizations like the Ugandan 
Debt Network even assist in the management of the fund. 

How much will it cost? 
How much is debt cancellation expected to cost the US 
taxpayer? "It's the cost of an ice cream cone. It's the 
price of a gallon of gas. It's the cost of a Sunday paper," 
wrote US Rep. Spencer Bachus (R-Ala.), in a letter to 
House members urging their support for debt cancella 
tion legislation. He was referring to the cost, 
approximately $1.20 per American each year over three 
years, required to cancel the debts owed by the Highly 
Indebted Poor Countries. This is a total of $970 mil
lion-less than the cost of one B -2 bomber. 

To be sure, the greatest cost of debt is in the lives lost to 
poor living conditions and inadequate health care. Each 
African child inherits approximately $3 79 in debt at birth. 
Few Africans enjoy access to basic health care. U_NAIDS 
found that a third of rural households in sub-Saharan 
Africa are affected by AIDs. 

The debt crisis has been no kinder to Central America. 
Each Nicaraguan inherits approximately $2,000 in debt at 
birth. As Sue Wagner Fields reported in the March 1999 
MESSENGER, most Nicaraguan children eat only 50 per 
cent of recommended calories and more than 75 percent 
of children drop out of school before the sixth grade. In 
Honduras, on the worst day of the Hurricane Mitch dis -



aster, the Honduran government paid 
$60 million in debt to its creditors . 

The fact that Congress appropriated 
$110 million for bilateral debt cancella
tion-more than President Clinton 
requested - is proof of what a strong 
movement like Jubilee 2000 can accom
plish. This money will be used as 
countries become eligible to receive 
debt relief. 

Proclaim 
Jubilee 

There are other ways to be involved in 
Jubilee if you're unable to come to 
Jubilee 2000 National Mobilization. Sign 
the J2000 petition calling for debt can
cellation. You might organize a Jubilee 
church service with your own congrega
tion, focusing on the problems and 
solutions to the debt issue. 

It is important that constituents urge 
their members of Congress to ensure 
that money appropriated for debt can
cellation goes for poverty reduction. 
Legislators can do so by promoting 
more success stories like Uganda's 
Poverty Action Fund. Presently, the 
IMF and World Bank are in the process 
of designing poverty reduction strate 
gies, in consultation with target 
countries, to determine how debt sav
ings will be spent. The test of these 
strategies will be their ability to 
empower ordinary people to manage the 
savings from debt. 

It's already the Jubilee year and the 
debt hasn't been cancelled. There's 
much to be done. In this short election
year congressional session, legislators 
will be eager to finalize the budget. At a 
minimum, Congress must appropriate 
$800 million more to fulfill promises 
made in Cologne, Germany. 

What you can do 
Jubilee 2000 is inviting people of faith 
and all who care about justice for 
indebted countries in Africa, Asia, and Latin America to 
be a part of the "Jubilee 2000 National Mobilization" in 
Washington , D.C. , on April 9. People have plans to come 
from as far away as Hawaii and California to participate 
in this public witness to cancel the debt. 

The event begins at noon and will center on the creation 
of a human chain, following an array of speakers, music, 
and singing. The day's events will serve as a message to 
Congress, the IMF, and the World Bank that the crushing 
international debt must be cancelled. 

April 10 will be used as a lobby day for constituents to 
urge their congresspersons to cancel the debt without 
demanding adherence to damaging economic reform poli
cies. 

The Jubilee 2000 Campaign has an 
introductory video on debt that would be 
useful to social justice committees or 
youth groups. Some church groups are 
cancelling debts at home as well. The 
Sisters of St. Joseph in Brighton, Mass. 
tore up a $350,000 debt owed to them by 
a social service agency. 

Jubilee 2000 is an opportunity to reex
amine and make right the economic 
relationships in our world. Between 
Christmas and New Year's the Christian 
Peacemaker Teams organized a week-long 
vigil at the International Monetary Fund. 
CPTers personified the spirit of "jubilee" 
as a cheerful messenger bringing good 
news to the oppressed-news of a new life 
and debts cancelled. 

The Church of the Brethren's Global 
Food Crisis Fund is used to provide for 
food, clean water, education, and health
related projects in many places around the 
world. This funding would be even more 
useful if governments of poor countries 
were given a fresh start. Giving to the fund 
would be yet another way to answer the 
call of Jubilee. 

May our living of this Jubilee Year 
bring more abundant life to all of God's 
creation. Let's cancel the debt fi.Tl 
NOW! E 

Heather Nolen is a research assistant with Church World Ser
vice in Washington, D.C., and a member of the Washington City 
Church of the Brethren. 

For more information, contact: 
Jubilee 2000/USA 

222 East Capitol Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20003 

Telephone: 202 -783-3566 
E-mail: coord@j2000usa.org 
Web site: www.j2000usa.org 
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_.- cycle of renewal. 
One way is to recon -

nect with our history 
and purpose. The other is 
to reconnect with the chal
lenges in our surroundings . 
As Brethren we are called to 
renewal on both these 
fronts. 

Referencing the Great Com
miss ion in speaking on "Under 
the Lordship of Christ" at the 
250th Anniversary of the 
Church of the Brethren in 1958, 
Paul Robinson, president of 
what was then known as 
Bethany Biblical Seminary, 
asked this challenging question 
for Brethren: "Will we be a 
voice or an echo?" 

As we enter the new millen
nium and approach the 300th 
anniversary of our denomina -
tion in 2008, are we on the 
threshold of a major renewal for 
our denomination? 

Brethren poised 
for !!~'£?1 

The way to focus such 
energy is through renewed 
spiritual vitality and then 
through discernment to dis
cover the biblical vision for 
our congregations. The 
vision must take into 
account both heritage and 
current challenge. The 
vision must build on the 
strengths of our local 
churches. 

Three factors critical for ful
filling the Great Commission could 
be in the early stages of develop
ment: an interest in spiritual 
formation, work in servant leader
ship, and experience in church 
renewal. 

Spiritual formation 
Planners of the 7 a .m. Taize service 
at the last Annual Conference rnust 
have been thrilled to see that roorn 
full of worshipers, with youth sitting 
up front on the floor. It was good to 
see a MESSENGER edition devoted to 
the spiritual yearning in the church . 
And Brethren have a fine opportu -
nity, made possible by the Spiritual 
Renewal team of the Atlantic North-
east District, in the Regional 
Renova re Conference on the bal
anced spiritual life with Richard 
Foster March 10 and l 1 at Eliza -
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bethtown College. At least 40 
churches frorn Atlantic Northeast 
and Southern Pennsylvania districts 
are working on this endeavor with 
support of other Anabaptist groups. 

Any major renewal in the church 
begins with such signs . It is what our 
pietistic and Anabaptist founders were 
about. In Heritage and Promise, 
Emmert Bittinger speaks of the evan
gelistic zeal of the early Brethren, even 
under adversity. "That the church 
could grow under such adverse condi
tions as persecution and active 
suppression," he writes, "speaks both 
to the quality of the spiritual character 
of our founders and to the depth of 
their commitment." 

In The Life Cycle of a Congrega 
tion, Martin Saarinen speaks about 
two ways to recapture the energy it 
takes to begin the upswing of the 

Students in rny seminary 
courses on church renewal 
began to ask me to put the 
spiritual component of the 

course first. So we began studying 
the spiritual disciplines as the first 
step in the process. 

This has become the first step in a 
seven-fold process that is now 
recorded in my book A New Heart 
and A New Spirit: A Plan for Renew
ing Your Church, published by 
Judson Press of the American Baptist 
Churches, 1994. 

Such energy for renewal hqppened 
at the Elizabethtown (Pa .) Church of 
the Brethren in 1997 as we started 
formulating a more focused youth 
ministry. It began with a spiritual 
thrust. During Lent a team set up a 
Wednesday evening spiritual empha
sis beginning with an informal 
worship . The pastors shared further 
thoughts about their Sunday mes
sage, and then the group split into 
faith discussion groups. The atten-



dance of 75 adults and 25 children 
went beyond our expectations . 

That meeting provided the energy 
to establish a youth ministry council 
made up of youth and adults who 
formed four youth ministry groups. 
The spiritual focus gave the energy 
and set the tone for the entire 
endeavor. 

As the renewal process moves on, 
participants move toward a biblical 
text that becomes key to understand
ing their identity and calling. In a 
process of discernment, a church 
finds a text that speaks to it espe
cially. Plumbing the text, its 
members can discover dynamics of 
renewal. Though churches find it 
helpful to have the tools of consulta
tion, systems thinking, and 
management, they can find the 
dynamics of transformation integral 
to new life right in the biblical text. 
Often the chosen text has within it 
three or four indicators that inform 
and inspire a plan of renewal. 

The Waynesboro (Pa.) Church of 
the Brethren began this process last 
fall. Rather than following the old 
diagnostic model of finding out what 
is wrong and fixing it, church mem
bers followed the renewal model and 
identified their strengths in order to 
build upon them. Then at a retreat we 
went on to explore the spiritual move
ments of renewal lifted up in Psalm 
51: upward, inward, and outward. As 
we looked at a biblical passage that 
could guide them, they filled two 
pages of newsprint with texts. 

From all their endeavors, they 
decided that a lengthy emphasis on 
growing spiritually was the first part 
of their renewal plan. After more 
than 30 persons signed up, they 
formed six Renovare groups for spir
itual growth. 

Servant leadership 
Defining servant leadership will also 
give Brethren a sense of being more 
than an echo. When I attended the 
25th anniversary celebration of the 
Alban Institute, a consulting group 
for churches, I had a conversation I 
will never forget. There I met the 
Rev. Dr. Joseph L. Roberts, pastor of 
Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, 
Ga. He is the successor to Martin 

Luther King, Sr., in that historic 
church that has just moved to a new 
church building built to accommo
date an expanding congregation. At 
the conference the congregation 
received Alban ' s first award for con
gregational innovation and 
excellence. 

Joseph told me of an experience 
with the Brethren from his child
hood. He had gone out from Chicago 
to a Brethren family around Nappa
nee, Ind., in what was like a fresh air 
program. When he experienced an 
incident of racial discrimination 
there, the Brethren family quickly 
came to his defense. 

I told him the Brethren beliefs on 
racial discrimination. In the 1800s 
we held that "no man should hold 
another man under his subjugation." 

Seminar on renewal 

David Young will lead a one-day 
seminar on April 1 at the Brethren 
Service Center, New Windsor, Md. 
The seminar is titled "Shepherds 
by the Living Springs: Spiritual 
Formation, Servant Leadership, 
and Church Renewal." Cost of $22 
includes lunch. The event is spon
sored by On Earth Peace Assembly. 
For information call 410-635 -8705 
or e-mail oepa@oepa.org. 

He responded warmly, making this 
connection in his childhood !if e, and 
what that meant to him. Then he 
asked a question that stayed with me, 
"Has the Brethren story ever been 
told?" That question from this tow
ering man of faith could well inspire 
us to tell the story more. A servant 
church can have a major impact from 
all its little deeds of washing feet. 

My experience in servant leader
ship began in the early 1970s in the 
congregation I served outside of 
Washington, D.C . As we grew, I 
noticed that the approach we took 
reflected a servant style. When we 
met new people, either during home 
visitation or when they ventured to 
the church, we would listen to their 
needs. We would try to discover the 
talent persons had to share. Servant
hood began to spread. A clothing 

room was established to minister to 
the needy in the area . Service 
became identified for us as one of 
five marks of ministry from the 
Gospel of John as I completed 
Bethany's doctor of ministry pro 
gram in church renewal. 

About this time a man from the 
corporate world, Robert Greenleaf, 
published a little monograph, "The 
Servant as Leader." Rather than 
leaders having service as an add -on, 
Greenleaf claims that servants 
become leaders. "The servant-leader 
is servant first .... It begins with the 
natural feeling that one wants to 
serve, to serve first. " 

Rather than using coercion, the 
servant uses persuasion. Rather than 
just reacting to situations , the ser 
vant is proactive. Servant leadership 
is now growing rapidly in the world 
of business, education, and medi
cine. One of the challenges to the 
church now is to help define servant 
leadership from the biblical tradition. 

From our Brethren tradition, the 
servant style moves us into our 
understanding of spiritual formation . 
For as our feet are washed, we are 
reminded of being cleansed, that our 
service is first to God and to 
responding to his love . Then in turn, 
we take a towel and assume the pos
ture of servant to others. Something 
spiritually happens to us and through 
us as we kneel, wash, dry toes, 
embrace, and exchange a holy kiss. 
The lives of others can be changed. 

Since Brethren have been so 
defined by the power of this drama, I 
believe we have a voice to share in 
shaping servant leadership in the 
church . In participating in this two
fold action, we are changed from 
servitude to servanthood. We are 
empowered and transformed. 

So in the seminaries and church 
settings where I teach, I always take 
the wooden foot tub. As we see ser 
vant leadership unfold biblically, we 
see a transformational style. In faith 
circles, the hyphen is removed 
between servant and leadership. That 
is because God is a third party 
involved. In one of the suffering ser
vant songs in Isaiah, God tugs open 
the ear of the servant every morning . 
This is God's initiative at work. 
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-en with discernment we attempt 
~:: me attuned to God' s signals . 

_ r · and serve and lead in 
: to God's initiative and in 

_-e i th his will. As we look at 
_ ---r . we do so realizing that 
-~-e ·: .,·here God has placed talents 
· -- -~ -hurch. As we form a vision, 

t to discern God' s way of 
___ - 5 :nings whole. 

- : ond book emerged to 
_:: - ~e: rvant leadership biblically 
- _ : :ee the tie between spiritual 

_ ion and church renewal. Using 
·ext from Revelation, "the lamb 

the shepherd and leads 
y living waters" (Rev. 7: 17), 
ok i entitled Servant Leader-

.- _·o, Church Renewal: Shepherds 
_ · · :e Lii·ing Springs and is published 

-_ Herald Press of the Mennonite 
h. 1999. 

Church renewal 
- r-h renewal follows spiritual for 
a·i n and servant leadership. In 

: - . the renewal process begins in 
.:..e inner spiritual walk and in the 
... i: ~o\"ery of servanthood. I recom-

nd plotting out a three -year plan 
· r newal in what I call baby-step
_·-baby-step fashion. This avoids 

:erring up lofty goals that can defeat 
.1:. Then we go on with a plan of 
implementation using training, spiri-
ual mentoring, and shaping renewal. 

Here new aspects of ministry 
emerge . Because of the leadership 
_ _-le. congregations become serving 
bodies, more spiritually alive. 

Ir i incredible to me to watch class 
participants who take these seven 
rages of renewal and go out and 

appl them in the local setting. Bob 
Johnson from Waynesboro, Va., 
pas tor of the Mount Vernon church, 
took the course on church renewal 
three years ago at the Bethany Semi
nary satellite in Elizabethtown, Pa. 
Since that time, Bob reports that the 
congregation feels that they are now 
looking into the future as a beacon of 
light. He feels their spiritual growth 
emphasis was crucial. Prayer was a 
significant part of that journey. 

At a monthly supper meeting, 
members of his church look at how 
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to apply their faith to daily life. The 
board has had three retreats on ser
vant leadership. They have hired a 
youth director and are now on the 
threshold of doing the same for chil
dren's programming. As a result of 
the renewal effort, Bob and his 
church are at a different place than 
they were three years ago. 

Sometimes it seems individuals, 
churches, and denominations must 
go through desert times. Those are 
also part of the renewal process . If 
after those times their interior lives 
are more oriented toward God, their 
vision more clearly focused, and 
their determination more established, 
such times can be a prelude to times 
of new growth and life. 

If the Church of the Brethren in 
particular and mainline denomina
tions in general have walked that 
path, we are now in an era of longing 
for the church to be renewed, to 
offer spiritual resources, to be a 
voice. 

With Africa being projected as the 
next great center of Christianity and 
as our nation becomes the mission 
field, the Great Commission is more 
vital than ever. Congregations are the 
mission posts for spreading the 
Good News. God wants churches to 
be vibrant, life-giving bodies. We can 
be forged into spiritual, serving, and 
renewing communities . Catching the 
vision, Brethren can be poised i.Ul 
for renewal. ~ 

David S. Young of Ephrata, Pa., is a 
servant in renewal, pastor, author, and 
teacher. He is interim pastor at the Hat 
field, Pa., congregation, teaches at four 
seminaries, and works on congregational 
renewal through On Earth Peace and in 
other denominations. He is co-chair of 
the Spiritual Renewal Team of the 
Atlantic Northeast District and chair of 
the Regional Renovare Conference at 
Elizabethtown College. His books listed in 
this article are available through Brethren 
Press. 

"Solid biblical exposition in accessible 
language and a reader-friendly format. 
Erland Waltner and J. Daryl Charles 
offer careful, detailed, and widely
researched analysis of 1-2 Peter and 
Jude."- Dorothy Jean Weaver, Eastern 
Mennonite Seminary 

Herald 
Press 

Paper, 336 pages, $21.99; 
in Canada $32. 79 

"Written in a clear and unadorned style, 
Terry L. Brensinger shows the true sig
nificance of the tragedies of the period 
of the Judges. With this foundation he 
then is able to explain the enduring-the
ological value of these ancient 
stories."- John N. Oswalt, Wesley 
Biblical Seminary 
Paper, 272 pages, $21.99; 
in Canada $32. 79 

Orders: 1 800 759-4447 
ww.mph.org 



II If we suddenly find ourselves 
face to face with dying, we come up 
against ultimate questions .... After 
I received the diagnosis of advanced 
lung cancer, I needed to deal with 
those questions more intensely 
than I ever had before. II 

- DALE AUKERMAN 

The first thing many people think of upon hearing a 

diagnosis of cancer is death. But for Brethren activist 

and author Dale Aukerman, the first thought was life. 

When Dale learned he had lung cancer, his impulse 

was to vigorously renew his focus on Jesus Christ and 

God's presence in his life. 

Hope Beyond Healing: A Cancer Journal is Dale's record 

of his faith and life during his nearly three-year battle 

with cancer. Up to the last hours oflife, he shares the 

highs and lows of his illness, pointing others beyond 

physical healing toward the hope that comes from 

faith in Christ. 

Hope Beyond Healing: A Cancer Journal by Dale 
Aukerman available February, 2000 from Brethren Press 
for $14.95 plus shipping and handling charges. 
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The war in Kosovo destroyed an estimated 100,000 homes. 

Reflections on 
A Church of the Brethren "eacemaker begin 

BY ANDREW]. LOOMIS 

Day 1 
As far back as I can remember, the teachings of Jesus 
always came most alive for me in the human expression of 
the things that make for peace. My life involvement in the 
Church of the Brethren has had many dimensions, and 
the church's greatest legacy for me has been its role in 
shaping my consciousness of ways to seek God's peace 
here on earth. 

My earliest memories are of local church CROP walks 
and straining to understand lively political discussion 
around the family dinner table. My heroes were Cowboy 
Dan (West) and John Kline, fostered by the music of 
Andy and Terry Murray. I was a young protester at Rocky 
Flats with other youth at the 1986 National Youth Con
ference. I came of age in the shadow of fear of nuclear 
annihilation and developed a political consciousness in 
the era of Ronald Reagan and the US hand in the wars of 
Central America. Now as an adult, my bookshelves are 
stocked with literature from every angle of international 
peace, authored by theologians, historians, activists, 
politicians, and political scientists. 

My opinions on the practice of nonviolence and the 
possibility of social justice in our time are the product of 
my own spiritual growth. They have served to guide my 
personal life, and now my professional life. It is who I am. 
And so, at age 30, I seek ways to implement that which I 
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believe and make relevant my faith. 
I depart tomorrow on my travels to southeastern 

Europe and I will leave behind my comfortable home that 
shelters my own personal pacifism. I will enter one of the 
world's darkest regions. I expect the things I witness to 
challenge my system of beliefs in fundamental ways, that 
which has been safely nurtured in my Pennsylvania 
church and home. I contemplate what I may find when I 
begin my journey through the heart of the Balkans, in the 
tiny province of Kosovo. 

Day 3 
Kosovo provides a general impression that confirms to 
some degree the international news I received prior to my 
arrival here. By March 1999, the Serb military had evicted 
nearly the entire Kosovar Albanian population from the 
region, intent on securing an ethnically "pure" Kosovo. The 
US and its European allies decidedly intervened in March 
with NATO military forces to stop this Serbian aggression. 
The region was awash in violence. 

Kosovo has now been nearly "cleansed" of an ethnic 
people for the second time in just eight months. Ethnic 
Albanian refugees streamed back into the country follow 
ing NATO's military victory in June, dramatically shifting 
the demographics of the region. Many Kosovar Albanians 
actively sought revenge on their Serb neighbors and, over 
time, violently purged the province of 75 percent of its 
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This building in Kosovo was hit by NATO airplanes during NATO's 
three-month bombing campaign. A map of the former Yugoslavia shows Kosovo, just 

north of Macedonia. 

1 Balkan journey 
r his new job with a lesson in reality and hope 

Serb inhabitants. 
The landscape here in Kosovo reminds me very much of 

central Pennsylvania without the livestock. Distant medium
size mountains surround rolling hills and farmland. Small 
houses grouped in clusters with red clay roofs and white 
stucco walls dot the green earth. Most people earn their 
living by growing and selling produce gathered from their 
small plots of land. Along with the bulky humanitarian vehi
cles and NATO military equipment on the road, there are an 
abundance of small wooden-wheeled trailers pulled by 
single horses or 60 horsepower tractors. 

But what is very different from anything I have ever 
seen is the ratio of houses- as high as 80 percent in some 
villages-that are visibly destroyed. The violence in 
Kosovo is estimated to have claimed as many as 100,000 
homes. Most were torched from the inside, the outside 
walls blackened from smoke around the windows and 
along the eaves. Large chunks of what were walls are 
scattered around the ground; the scene extends to the 
horizon in all directions . 

But due to the violence committed by both the Serbs and 
Albanians in Kosovo, culpability for each mark of destruc 
tion is unclear. As one Albanian young man commented to 
me, "In many of the places you don' t know who burned the 
houses, either the Serbs or the Albanians." 

Where is God amid this cancer of violence? I watch 
these scenes of smoldering buildings-the evidence of 
deliberately provoked red-hot ethnic tensions-and am 

left feeling sadly irrelevant. How does Jesus ' call to peace
making apply to this context of brutality and lawlessness? 

Day 9 
My trip through Kosovo has given me my first glimpse 
into the complexity of inter-ethnic relations in the 
Balkans. Reflecting on the images of Kosovo that remain 
like residue in my mind, I acknowledge that the horror 
reveals the worst that can result from unmanaged or 
incited ethnic hostility. 

I depart tomorrow for Skopje, Macedonia, and will shift 
my focus to understanding the rhythms of Macedonian 
life. Macedonia harbors similar ethnic and cultural 
strains, so-called "fault lines" that are commonly per 
ceived as pervasive in the Balkans. 

I am here representing the organization Search for 
Common Ground in Macedonia, a project of partner 
organizations Search for Common Ground, based in 
Washington, D.C., and the European Centre for Common 
Ground, based in Brussels, Belgium. I am one of about 75 
staff members in the Washington office, while there are 8 
in the Brussels office, and about 75 more staff members 
implementing projects in the field. Our work consists of 
helping Macedonian communities identify their shared 
interests and gain a sense of ownership of a positive 
future. Our primary goal is to prevent the kind of violence 
that I have just witnessed in Kosovo. 
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If Kosovo is the tragic result of inter -ethnic fear and mis
trust, then Macedonia represents the pretext. Macedonia 
is pluralistic, one of the most ethnically mixed countries 
of former Yugoslavia. But it is also remarkably segre 
gated. Ethnic Macedonians and Albanians live in a maze 
of cultural, linguistic, and religious differences, yet a 
clear divide separates the two populations. If dangerous 
personalities choose to capitalize on the existing appre
hension between ethnic and cultural communities, 
Macedonia could unravel in much the way that Kosovo 
did in the past 18 months . 

More likely, the current state of minimal communica
tion between ethnic groups will deprive the country of the 
benefits that a diverse population can offer, inhibiting it 
from moving forward with hope and vigor. The Vardar 
River cuts decisively through Skopje. Ethnic Albanians 
function predominantly on the north side of the river, 
while Macedonians exist mainly on the south side. Public 
and private institutions rarely serve a diverse population, 
but instead cater exclusively to one ethnic group or the 
other. People from one ethnic community, particularly in 
rural areas, can spend virtually their entire lives without 
having meaningful contact with people outside their 
respective ethnic sphere. 

A major obstacle to inter-ethnic understanding and 
cooperation are the segregated media institutions. Televi
sion and radio stations, as well as newspapers, are 
controlled and operated either by Albanian or Macedon
ian owners and typically operate exclusively in their 
respective languages. Separate constituencies subse
quently view completely different programs, creating 
media enclaves scattered throughout Macedonia. Albani
ans and Macedonians receive two different sets of news 
and entertainment. This increases the propensity for the 
hardening of ethnic stereotypes and the spread of incom
plete or inaccurate perceptions of the intentions of other 
groups. 

The segregation of the public school system has the 
same effect. A child generally grows up learning in a 
schoolroom with children of his or her respective ethnic
ity and language. Friendships are formed within their 
respective groups; friendships across ethnic lines are rare. 

This segregation and limited contact serves as the basis 
of inter -ethnic mistrust and misunderstanding. Segrega
tion inhibits separate groups from jointly envisioning a 
positive and integrated future. The projects of Search for 
Common Ground in Macedonia are designed to establish 
crossroads between groups by developing channels of 
communication across ethnic lines. These projects aim to 
provide an example for what is possible in a pluralistic 
and integrated society. 

Oay18 
I have often heard in the US media that the decade's vio
lence in the Balkans is the result of ancient ethnic hatreds. 
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When people hear that I work on efforts to prevent vio
lence in the region, I am usually greeted by something 
similar to, "Peace in the Balkans? Good luck! They have 
been fighting there for centuries." 

It is true that there is a history of tension in the region. 
But my experience here and my recent study reveal that 
the ancient hatred theory is incomplete. Simply, inter
ethnic violence is not an inevitable aspect of life in the 
region. There are centuries of examples of peaceful coex
istence that dwarf the number of cases of violent 
confrontation. Furthermore, the ancient hatred theory 
overlooks the role and responsibility of politicians who 
espouse divisive rhetoric and capitalize on existing fears. 

Looking at regional violence through the lens of possi 
bility exposes the real roots of ethnic tension. I 
consistently find that fear, misunderstanding, ignorance, 
and mistrust are at the core of the region's violence. 

Day 22 
Nearing the end of my travels, I reflect back on my experi
ences in Kosovo and Macedonia against the backdrop of 
hopelessness that I consistently hear expressed in the US 
about the Balkans. What does it mean to be a peacemaker in 
a context such as this? What does peacemaking require in 
the face of searing injustice and centuries of conflicting his 
tory, particularly when the world's elite have dismissed a 
region's violence as inevitable? 

I believe that our first call as peace builders is to hold 
out hope for regions in despair. The temptation to declare 
the inevitability of war is an escape hatch beckoning us to 
slip through, deceiving us into complacency. But the 
Balkan wars were not preordained. Neither was the geno 
cide of Rwanda, the terror of Pol Pot's Cambodia, nor the 
3 7 years of military dictatorship and war in Guatemala. 
Wars are about real issues and divergent claims. All wars 
are preventable. 

It seems clear that solutions to violence and protracted 
conflict must also be rooted in the cultural fabric of society. 
For peace to be lasting, people at all levels of society must 
be permitted and encouraged to participate. In the case of 
Macedonia, bridges between cultural groups across all 
levels-from the grassroots to the political elite-must be 
built and maintained in order to avoid deepening ethnic 
divides. Inter-ethnic dialog is the only way to confront cul
tural myths and dispel deeply ingrained stereotypes . It is the 
only way to contemplate and articulate a shared fu!ure I.M.~ 
in which all members of society have a stake. 

Andrew Loomis, of Takoma Park, Md., is a member of University 
Baptist and Brethren Church, State College, Pa. He recently moved 
to the Washington, D.C., area after having spent two years in grad
uate school at Columbia University in New York City. 

Search for Common Ground receives its funding from numer
ous sources, including the Swiss, Dutch, British, and US 
governments, the World Bank, UNICEF, and the Carnegie Corpo
ration of New York. 



One Great Hour of Sharing 

This month Church of the Brethren congre
gations join nine other denominations in the 
annual global outreach offering called One 
Great Hour of Sharing. It is traditionally the 
largest of the three major denomination-wide 
offering appeals. usually motivating members 
to give upwards of $250,000 for Church of 
the Brethren programs worldwide. The theme 
for this year's emphasis is "Gifts of Living 
Water," taken from John 7:38: "Out of the 
believer's heart shall flow rivers of living 
water." We asked Mervin Keeney, a frequent 
visitor to the world's hurting peoples, to 
reflect on the theme. 

BY MERVIN KEENEY 

Water is an integral part of our lives and the world 
around us - necessary for our very survival. Although 

seemingly benign, we have observed water's gather:.ed power 
in the flash flood, the tidal wave, or the hydroelectric dam. 
The impact of water's power over time can be observed in a 
delightful way at the Grand Canyon. In gentler ways, water 
transforms barren and unproductive land into a blooming, 
fertile pasture. The arrival of water can turn a desert into an 
oasis. 

My wife, Gwen, and I lived in the semi-desert of northern 
Sudan in the mid-1980s when we served with the General 
Board's mission there through the Sudan Council of 
Churches. In such a climate we were constantly thirsty, and a 
drink of water was always offered to visitors. We drank it 



. to receive 
is 

with thanksgiving, even when its origins were question -
able. After months of mouth-parching dryness and 
fog-like dust storms, the first rains were delicious and 
refreshing, and within days brought new life to the land. 
The memory of this dramatic transformation of the land, 
the air , and even my own feeling of being refreshed , still 
shapes my appreciation for this blessing of water from the 
heavens. 

The essential human need for water and its transform
ing power was evident to the desert 

d 
. ri th 

an i 

renews and sustains the people conveys God' s promise of 
bounty and salvation. 

The Samaritan woman at the well hears that the water 
Jesus offers is fully satisfying and never ending. Jesus ' 
words in John 4: 14 echo Isaiah's vision, "Those who 
drink of the water that I will give them will never be 
thirsty. The water that I will give them will become in 
them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life. " What a 
claim to make for seemingly insatiable humans! We 

always want more. Yet Jesus claims with 
peoples of the Bible. In such a climate 
the positive uses and meanings of water 
were prevalent: essential for survival, 
hospitality, purifying and cleansing, 
renewal, bounty and abundance. 

Like water from 
authority that he can match that unend 
ing thirst. 

Later Jesus says, "Let anyone who 
thirsts come to me," and seemingly para 
phrasing Isaiah, he adds "out of the 
believer's heart shall flow rivers of living 
water" (John 7:376-38) . Jesus confirms 
that those who thirst will be satisfied and 
God's people will become like living 

a spring, God's 

The prophets of the Hebrew scriptures 
were a cantankerous lot. Perhaps a cer
tain amount of orneriness could be 
expected of anyone uncomfortably 
caught between the words of God and 

bounty flows over us 

and on to others. 

the actions of the people of Israel. We 
often think of a prophet as one who can predict the 
future . Yet the essential task of the prophet among the 
people of Israel was not to foretell , but to serve as the 
mouthpiece of God. Prophets spoke both angry chastise
ment and encouraging words, sometimes wrapped in an 
obscure vision. Visions of hope described what God 
wanted- God' s promise for the people. 

The prophet Isaiah offers a powerful vision of God's 
presence among the people as water springing up in the 
burning sands (35:66- 7a). Later he clarifies that God 
sought not sacrifices and fasting from the people, but 
responding to those around them by feeding the hungry 
and clothing the naked, releasing the oppressed (58:6 -
11) . This is not only a call to action, but a promise of 
presence and empowerment. The passage concludes with 
God' s promise that if we respond and do what is required, 
God will make us like a watered garden, like an unending 
spring of water. As people who have received God's bless
ings, we will become a bless ing to others, "like a spring 
that never fails. " The image of abundant water that 

F s 
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waters themselves, giving life and bearing 
fruit. The call is to receive God's gift of 

living water, and in the receiving we will be changed and 
become living water for others. 

Water from a spring flows over our hands and continues 
on as a stream . Our hands soon fill and the water contin 
ues to flow; we cannot hold it. God's bounty for us flows 
over us and on to others . We receive God's abundant 
blessings with thanksgiving and, as we are nurtured by 
God's blessing, we open our hearts and hands so the 
living water of God' s love can flow through us to bless 
others. 

The spirit in us is that which is able to recognize and 
respond to God, says Walter Wink. Responding to God is 
a spiritual activity. When we respond to God 's vision for 
humankind by actions to feed the hungry, dig wells, 
establish health clinics, and send medicine and blankets, 
these become spiritual actions. Efforts to accompany 
those who are threatened, to confront unjust systems, to 
work for peace-these are spiritual tasks . And a part of 
God's promise is that our engagement in this work, 
prompted by God 's call and nurtured by God' s spirit, will 

0 



change us and those we seek to serve. 
As a result, for Christians, acting out of our faith to 

share the living water that God has showered upon us , 
there is a spiritual dimension to social and humanitarian 
assistance. There is no separation of spiritual and social 
ministries, because for Christians, all of these forms of 
action are rooted in faithfulness to God's call and hence 
are interwoven with spiritual dimensions. The debate 
raging in some Christian circles today, even in some of 
our congregations, about physical versus spiritual mis
sion, is a false division of Christ's message 
for us. 

gram in partnership with the Nigerian church during the 
1970s and 1980s brought the gift of clean water to hun
dreds of thousands of persons and extended the church 
into new areas. 

More recently we have been living water for persons in 
the Caribbean and Central America after Hurricanes 
Georges and Mitch, and in North Korea and Sudan. 
Globally, we join hands with Church World Service and 
regional church councils. Locally, many congregations 
join community efforts to sponsor homeless shelters and 

operate soup kitchens. 

The process of baptism gains new mean
ing when viewed through these texts. In 
baptism we are washed with water, and in 
the process we may be physically cleaned. 
But the power of baptism is in the physical 
experience prompting spiritual transfor
mation-inviting us to be washed with 
God's living water so that our souls are 
cleansed and changed. 

Sharing the living 
Sometimes we are able to speak 

about the faith that prompts our 
actions; sometimes the context inhibits 
overt religious activity. A wise voice 
said it well: "Preach every day; use 
words if you must." But regardless of 
the words, these are faithful , spiritual 
actions resonating with the heart of 
God. 

water that God has 

showered upon us is a 

spiritual act. 

One of the early efforts by the Church of 
the Brethren to respond to global human need was our 
response to the Armenian massacres and displacement at 
the hands of the Turks in the 1920s. We rallied to respond 
to a persecuted and suffering people in a situation that 
resonated deeply with our own history of persecution. We 
rallied and raised funds for relief assistance at levels 
beyond our expectations. The effort galvanized the 
church in a powerful way. 

By allowing God's living water to wash over us , our 
hearts and hands were opened and God's living waters 
were received by us more fully, and then flowed on from 
us to others. The church, its members and structures, 
gained a new vision for itself and of its ability to be used 
by God. We were deeply blessed as a community of faith 
by this experience. 

Consistent with the biblical call, Brethren mission efforts 
have been holistic, responding to human needs for food 
and water, education, and health care, alongside church 
planting and Bible training. An extensive well-digging pro-

1 

As believers seeking to implement 
God's vision for the world, we often 

work alongside peace and justice workers, or relief work
ers, or a variety of social transformers who bring a 
secular or humanist grounding to this work. While we 
may share common goals and perhaps similar visions for 
our world, we often observe such persons burning out 
and unable to sustain the unrelenting work over time. It is 
difficult to maintain perspective and avoid becoming dis
couraged when one sees little progress in efforts to 
address poverty, hunger, racism, war. While Christians 
can also lose hope, of course, we are invited to regularly 
drink from God's unending living water and be renewed. 

Let us receive God's gift of living waters and let them 
flow through our hearts and hands to bless the lives of 
sisters and brothers both in our neighborhood and in IM. I 
the global village. · • 

Mervin Keeney, the General Board 's director for Global Mis
sion Partnerships, also serves on the executive committee of 
Church World Service and Witness . 
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Letter~ If Brethren are to keep up to date in 

the worldwide mission and ministry we 

are doing in "continuing the work of Jesus," 

we all need MESSENGER every month. 

Preach, Sister Christy! 

Thanks for the encouraging and dis 
turbing article "Preach, sisters!" in the 
January/ February issue. Encouraging 
because some women are speaking out 
and responding to leadership chal
lenges; disturbing because we in the 
congregations are too slow in calling 
women to pastoral positions. 

I know of some congregations who 
at first resisted calling a woman 
pastor, yet, when they did, they were 
very pleased with their pastor. 

The writer of the article is a good 
example of a woman who has many 
gifts for ministry and has served the 
church well at all levels. For a time 
she was our pastor and we can attest 
to her professional and personal gifts 
of ministry. Certainly there are many 
more women who can be called and 
would serve well in pastoral ministry. 

Howard Miller 
Westminster, Md. 

Seconding the CPT motion 

I was delighted to see the letter by 
Cliff I<.indy (January/ February) 
suggesting that the Christian Peace 
maker Teams become an "arm" of 
the Church of the Brethren. As a six
year reserve corps member of CPT, I 
have felt closer to my Brethren her
itage as a peacemaker during this 
time than at any other time in my 
life-even though I served three 
years in BYS and considered myself 
on an active peace mission at that 
time. 

I feel that many Church of the 
Brethren projects today are also on 
the cutting edge of peacemaking, but 
CPT often goes one step beyond in 
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its willingness to take risks to inter 
vene in violent situations. 

It isn't clear to me exactly what the 
connection should be between CPT 
and the Church of the Brethren, but I 
am totally convinced that the partici
pation of more Brethren in CPT would 
be of great value both to our denomi
nation and to CPT. 

Brethren participate in a large way 
in many ecumenical groups, several of 
them programs which our denomina 
tion initiated, such as Heifer Project 
International, Church World Service, 
and CROP. Even though the Mennon
ites were more involved than the 

Brethren in the creation of CPT, I feel 
that we should be willing to provide a 
larger number of participants than we 
currently do. 

How wonderful it would be to make 
it possible for CPT to answer the 
requests for violence reduction help 
that have come from Puerto Rico, 
Colombia, Ethiopia, India, urban cen 
ters in the US, and indigenous groups 
in Canada. We must be about the busi
ness of stopping wars before they 
happen! This is an important dream I 
have for the Church of the Brethren. 

Esther Mohler Ho 
Hayward, Calif 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Volunteers are needed for the New Windsor Conference Center, 
located at the lovely, historic Brethren Service Center in New 
Windsor, MD. The Center is located in a peaceful, rural, treed 
setting with the theme of a quiet place to get things done. It is 
convenient to Gettysburg, PA, Baltimore, MD, and Washington, 
D.C. with opportunities for travel, cultural, and recreational 
events. 
We need volunteer hostesses/hosts to help provide hospitality 
and conference services to a variety of guests in a cozy and 
homey atmosphere. Maturity and detail orientation needed, along 
with outgoing personality and genuine interest in providing 
excellent customer service. Furnished apartment and meals pro
vided during period of service. Small stipend also available. Join 
us for a few weeks or longer, if you'd like. 

For more information, call or write: 
Elaine Hyde 

Conference Coordinator 
Box 188 

New Windsor, MD 21776-0188 
800-766-1553 



Messenger to every member 

In the January/February issue of 
MESSENGER I learned that next year 
will be the 150th anniversary of this 
significant publication. 

I have been a regular and careful 
reader of MESSENGER for about 75 
years. I feel strongly that every 
Brethren home should be receiving 
MESSENGER, and every member 
should be a regular reader. 

In the congregations I served as a 
regular pastor (I now serve as 
interim in my 12th church) I encour
aged and assisted them in providing 
MESSENGER for all church families. 
In one church they felt it was a good 
idea but they could not afford it in 
the church budget. I offered to pay 
for it for one year, because I felt so 
strongly the need for all members to 
read MESSENGER. The board then 
decided to put it in the budget, and 
felt it was a very worthy investment 
of church funds. 

From my 1998 Yearbook I observe 
that the Lititz, Pa ., congregation 
leads the denomination in subscrip 
tions, 338. They started this when I 
was pastor there about 40 years ago . 
And the spiritual vitality (and giving) 
of that congregation would confirm 
the blessing of having MESSENGER in 
all church homes. 

I observe that our Brethren homes 
are blessed with their professional 
journals-for teachers, farmers, social 
workers, physicians, etc. They realize 
they must have their monthly maga
zine to keep up to date in their special 
field of interest. And if Brethren are to 
keep up to date in the worldwide mis -
ion and ministry we are doing in 

"'continuing the work of Jesus," we all 
need MESSENGER every month. 

I write to invite you, encourage 

you, to make a special effort to get 
MESSENGER into every Brethren 
home by the end of the 150th 
anniversary year. I offer a few sug
gested options for your 
consideration: 

1. Put it in the budget of Annual 
Conference or of the General Board, 
or ... 

2. Put it in the budget of every 
congregation. For any congregation 
that is not able to finance every 
member subscription, or not willing 
to do so, arrange for some member 
of the congregation to do so. 

3. Invite a few Brethren with large 
resources to underwrite the cost for 
any congregation that may be unable 
or unwilling to buy subscriptions for 
every member. Our giving to our 
church colleges, retirement homes, 
etc., indicate Brethren have money for 
any cause that to them is important. 

My concern is that every Brethren 
member be a faithful reader of MES 
SENGER. I am convinced it is a worthy 
goal. And I believe it can be done. 

Olden Mitchell 
North Manchester, Ind. 

The Stillness of the Evening 

Your editorial in the December issue, 
"In the Stillness of the Evening," is 
uncannily "one" with me and my 
philosophy of life. I'm less interested 
in the broader aspects of your editor
ial than in the deep -down, absolute 
satisfaction of a contemplative 
period of sitting by a campfire, in the 
darkness, recognizing that God is 
right there with you. 

I am well aware that we must not 
"neglect the assembling of ourselves 
together" for the purpose of corpo-

rate worship, but I also firmly believe 
that alone with God in the outdoors 
is just as important as a way to com
municate with him. I don't know of a 
better way to rid one's soul of the 
"crud" of this mortal life. 

You described sitting quietly beside 
a dying campfire, looking at the 
stars, and contemplating the possi
bilities that this situation offered. I 
can't tell you how many nights I've 
done the same. I've listened to the 
cry of a loon, or watched geese in 
formation heading south, honking as 
they went. Along with all the possi
bilities of communication with one's 
God, there is just no better way to 
relax and be at peace with the world. 
I never slept better. 

Don Snyder 
Waynesboro , Va. 

J2K. New hope. New day. 

I want to comment on the back cover 
of the December issue of MESSENGER. 
It has caused me to do a lot of think
ing. We have heard so much about 
Y2K and the suspicion, problems, 
uncertainty, and fear that seems to 
surround it for so many. (Much of this 
fear has been caused by some Christ
ian groups.) 

I like the concept of J2K as shown 
on the back cover that helps to refo 
cus on the new hope Jesus can bring 
to the new days that arrive with a 
new millennium. Our Lord still pro
vides the best hope for dealing with 
our world as we face the future. 

Let us all give full attention to the 
message of love, goodwill, hope, and 
peace He came to bring to our world. 

Wayne Lawson 
Milford, Ind. 
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Classified Ads 

AUTHOR'S QUERY 
Writing book on Kermit Eby Sr. (Indiana), minis
ter, ecl ucaror, au thor, labor movement leader. Seeking 
remembrnnces, stories, de tails on his life and cont ri 
bu tions from frie nds, re latives, fo rme r students, 
colleagues, contemporaries. Contact Ron Keener, 164 
Pi nehill Ct. , No rth Auro ra, IL 60542, or 
ronaldekeener@hotmail.com. 

CONFERENCE/SEMINARS 
"Shepherds by the Living Springs" is the theme 
of a day on servant leadership and church renewal 
set in the context of a Lenten Day Apart at the Brethren 
Service Center on April 1, sponsored by On Earth Peace 
Assembly. Led by David Young, the cost with lunch is 
$22 ( 18 for MOR members). For fu rther informa tion, 
e-mail young-dsy464@desupernet. ne t. For flie r and 
registrations call OEPA at (410) 635-8705. 

INVITATION 
Yes, there is a Church of the Brethren in Jack
sonville , Florida. And it is nestled one mile south of 
1-10 (exit 55) between 1-95 and 1-295 -(between Cassar 
and Hamilron). Pastor Herb Weaver invites you to come 
and worship with us. Phone 904-384-3375. 

First Church, Chicago. 75 Years - Apt·i l 29 & 30, 
2000. Hundreds of Brethren have been part of our past. 
We invite you ro join our futu re: 1) Come ro Chicago 
April 29 & 30 fo r a two-clay celebration/tea and home
coming. 2) Help us replace our fron t windows . Our 
campaign goal of 40,000 maintains our commitment 
ro East Gar field Park and metro Chicago. More info: 
call Mary Scott Borea @ 773/235-7038. Pasror Orlando 
Reclekopp. 425 Central Park Ave. Chicago, IL 60624 

TRAVEL 
Travel with a purpose to: Eastern Europe and 
the "Passion Play," July 31 to August 14, 2000, with 
Wendell and Joan Bohrer. Visi t Prague, Vienna, 
Budapest , Bratislava, Krakow, Warsaw and much more. 
First Class tickets to the Pass ion Play, Fol klore Show 
in Warsaw, Prague and Budapest. A Danube River Cruise 
in Budapest. Buffet breakfast and dinner throughout. 
Contact the Bohrers by mail-3651 US Hwy 27 S. #40, 
Sebring, Fl 33870.0 Tel/Fax 94 1-382-9371 E-mail 
rclwboh@strato.net 

Travel with us by coach to Annual Conference 
in Kansas City, leaving Elizabethrown, Ju ly 13, return
ing July 21. Visit Bethany Seminary in Richmond, Indiana 
enrou te. For infor mation, please write to J. Kenneth 
Kreider, 1300 Sheaffer Rd, Eli zabethtown PA 17022. 

Travel to the White Continent-Antarctica-includ
ing Argentina and Uruguay,January, 2001. Optional visits 
to Iguassau Falls and Chile available. Write to J. Kenneth 
Kreider, 1300 Sheaffer Road, Elizabethtown PA 17022. 

Travel in the steps of Jesus, Paul, and John June 
26-July 10, 2000-15 clays Six clays Turkey-Tarsus, Anti
och, all cities of Revelation 2-3, full clay in Ephesus area. 
Six days Israel -Sea of Galilee area, Nazareth, Megiddo, 
Caesarea, Jerusalem area, plus Qumran, Masada, and 
Bethlehem. $3150.00 (per person-double occ.) from 
Garden City, Kansas -adjustment if you meet group in 
New York. Deadline: April 10, 2000 . Arrangements by 
Mega Trails of New York. For brochure call 316-276-6681; 
emai l: laree@gcnet.com or write Ra inbow 1ours, Lilia 
Shearmire, 1008 Lyle Avenue, Garden City KS 67846 

POSITION AVAILABLE 
Coordinator of Special Events and Marketing for 
nonprofi t agency serving ch ildren and fam ilies. Con
ducts fund-rais ing ac tivi ties, presentati ons , etc. 
Bachelor's Deg. in the field of human relations/human 
services p1·eferable with th ree yrs. exp. in FR/Market
ing. Extensive exp. in conducting special events, public 
spea king, etc. may be substituted for deg. Flexibil ity 
necessary; evening and weekend work required. Com
puter literacy and ability ro produce one's own corres. 
necessary. Send cover Irr., resume, and three prof. ref
erences to : Executive Direcror, Children's Aid Society, 
2886 Carlisle Pike, New Oxford, PA 17350 

Brethren Housing Association, a non-profi t orga
nization celebrating its tenth year serving the homeless 
fam ilies in the Harrisburg, Pa., area has a position avail
able for an Executive Director. Duties involve broad 
administrative responsibilities includ ing directing BHA's 
program, public relations, fund ra ising and property 
oversight. Expe1ience preferred in aclminisu·ation and/or 
pastoral work with strong interpersonal ski lls . Hours 
and benefits negotiable. Please send resume ro: Paul 
Wessell , Rhoads & Sinon LLP, PO Box 1146, Harrisburg, 
PA 17108. 

Teachers Wanted 
Hillcrest School * Nigeria 

This is a spec ial opportunity to teach in a K-12 international. Christian school with an exce ll ent 
academic reputation. Positions are avai lab le for 2000- 200 1 schoo l year in general elementary, 
science, math, and other subjects . Teaching credentials are reQu ired. 

Kulp Bible College * Nigeria 
Based at the pri mary pasto ral educat iona l ins ti tu ti on of the Nigerian ch urch , this position is ce n
tral in church leadership deve lopment. Course subjects inc lude Brethren identity, Bib le. and 
theology. Seminary education is expected. Starting date is negoti able. 

Contact: Merv Keeney. 800-323-8039. e-mai l: mission_gb@brethren.org 
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FINANCIAL 
RESOURCE 

COUNSELOR 
A full-time position based 
in the northeastern part of 
the US. This individual will 
visit and thank donors and 
congregations and h elp con-
nect them with the giving 
possibilitie s to General 
Board ministries. Interviews 
will continue until the posi-
tion is fill ed. 

For more information and 
application form contact: 

Elsie Holderread at 
800-742-5100 or 

e-mail 
eholderread _gb@ brethren.org 

Due to a computer 
systems upgrade, 

Brethren Press will be 
closed March 27 to 29. 

Orders may be faxed or 
e-mailed during this time, 
but telephone orders will 

not be possible. Thank 
you for your understand

ing. We apologize in 
advance for any incon

venience this may cause. 

1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120-1694 
phone 800-441 -37[2 fax 800-667-8188 

e-mail brethrenpress_gb@brethren.org 
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Turning Points 
New members 
Bethlehem, Boones Mill, Ya .: York and 

Eleanor Hubble, Amanda H urt, 
Matthew Flora 

Boise Valley, Meridan , Idaho: Darlene 
Garwick 

Bush Creek, Monrovia, Md.: Jess ica 
Flook, Bi ll Gold , Joy Keovichith , 
Elena Nunn , Stacey Seibert, Dorcas 
Gold , Robert Luhrs, Al ice Luhrs 

Champaign, Ill.: Megan E. Jacobs 
Dupont, Ohio: roxie Palmer, Dusty 

Palmer 
Ephrata, Pa.: Earl Redcay, Michael 

Redcay, Gene Buch, John and 
Sharon Pinkas 

Fairview, Rocky Mount, Va.: Ivy Jr. and 
Ina Dean Layman, Gerald and 
Martha Montgomery, Gene and Ber
nice Moyer 

First, Reading, Pa.: Nancy Custo, 
Sierra Parson, Carolyn Tetley, Bee 
Zerby, Dale Hylton, Gladys Hylton, 
Eli Rivera, Sherri Rivera 

Free Spring, Mifflintown, Pa.: Mark, 
Deb, and Michelle He isey, Larry and 
Roxie Jones, Barry and Lori Lauver, 
Amanda Myers, Jennifer Varner 

Friendship, Linthicum, Md.: David 
Correa, Jennifer Mitchell, Cory 
Senter, Scott Syms, Roberta Dwyer 

Greenwood, Mountain Grove, Mo .: 
Anna Mae Creiger, Darrell Rader, 
Kathryn An ita Yarbrough 

Guernsey, Monticell o, Ind.: Dana and 
Deb Hood 

Hanover, Pa.: Joanne Colkitt 
Independence, Kan. : Randy and 

Donna Handl y, Dale and Debra 
McMaster, Pauline Wolf, Arthur 
Arnwine 

Logansport, Ind .: Denise Ploss, Kenny 
Smith 

Modesto, Calif.: Lola Fulk 
Mohrsville, Pa.: Crystal Bowman, 

Chr ist ina Boyer, John Boyer , Wanda 
Boyer, Kelly Jacoby, Uchenna 
Nwoke 

Osceola, Mo .: Ha rold McCrea , Betty 
McCrea, Regina Miller 

Pomona Fellowship, Pmona, Ca li f: 
Ralph and Luc ille Robeson , Yvonne 
Belcher 

Roxbury, Johnstown, Pa.: Jackie 
Howard 

Sheldon, Iowa: Elizabeth Jean Elder 
Somerset, Pa.: Seth Forry, Brianna 

Beeghly, Samantha Barron, Andrew 
Barron, Erik Bittner, Mark Sarver, 
Mindy Sarver, Larry Reiber, Crystal 
Reiber, Rachel Reiber, Sarah Reiber, 
Richard Critchfield, Jo Ann Critch
fi eld, Rebecca Critchfield, Cheryl 
Schrock, Eva Lape, Jennifer Mosh
older 

Spring Branch, Wheatland , Mo .: 
Ronnie and Diana Smith, Helen 
Hentzi 

Sugar Valley, Loganton, Pa.: Diane 
Breon, Adam Breon 

Troy, Ohio: Betty Burgner 
Walker's Chapel, Mt. Jackson , Ya.: 

Brandon Buchanan, Stephanie 
Buchanan, John Buchanan 

West Goshen, Goshen, Ind.: Guy and 
Christina Biddle, Marc Hall , Carr ie 
Wenger, Megan and Chelsea 
Stutsman, Stephanie Bates 

White Oak, Manheim, Pa. : Matthew 
Diffenderfer , Gordon Gregory , Tier -

sha Heisey, Katelyn Kampen, Kelly 
Kegerrels, Allen Beachy, Able Heagy, 
Tiffani Heisey, Emily Copenhaver, 
Korina Copenhaver, Trul in Martin, 
Janell e Gregory, Derik Fahnestock 

Wedding 
anniversaries 
Beach, Lester and Naomi, Martins-

burg, Pa ., 65 . 
Grim, Earl and Joseph ine, Kansas City, 

Kan ., 60 
Guyer, C. Albert and Hazel B., Quincy, 

Pa. , 50 
McCoy, Meade and Velma, Marion 

Center, Pa ., 70 
Moore, Arthur and Genevieve, Nampa, 

Idaho , 73 
Poulicek, Richard and Yerbalea, 

Whea tland, Mo., 55 
Rose, O rville and Verna, New Carlisle, 

Ohio, 65 
Rowlands, Bill and Ginny, Wyomiss

ing, Pa ., 55 
Shaffer, Richard M. and Edith , Gard

ners, Pa., 50 
Shaw, Robert and Pearl, Uniontown, 

Pa. , 65 
Zimmer, Marga ret and Glenn, New 

Lebanon, Ohio, 50 

Deaths 
Amspacher, Roy, 77, Hanover, Pa., 

Nov. 14 
Andrews, Rodney A. , 9 1, Mt. Solon, 

Ya ., Nov. 15 
Bachman, Martha Wenger , 77, 

Lebanon, Pa., Ju ly l l 
Baldwin, Lina, 81 , McPherson, Kan., 

Dec. I 
Batdorf, Paul, 91, Troy, Ohio, Aug. 4 
Bechdolt, Pauline, 84, Flora, Ind ., July 21 
Becker, Rebecca, 32, Lititz, Pa., Jul y 12 
Boeshaar, Jane L. , 84, Spr ingfi eld, 

Ohio, Oct. 12 
Boyd, Kevin, 25, Akron, Pa., Oct. 2 
Burkholder, Sarah, 92, Dupont, Ohio, 

Nov. 17 
Burton, D. Conrad, 77, Long Beach, 

Calif., March 3 I , 1999 
Brooks, Yenora, 95, Wheatland, Mo., 

Sept. 22 
Brubaker, Bertha, 98, Dayton , Ohio, 

Nov. 9 
Buell, Ruby P. , l 00, Ocean Park, 

Wash ., May 24 
Burkholder, Sadie, 94, Manheim, Pa. , 

Nov. 18 
Burtner, Charles A., Jr. , 64, Elkton, 

Ya., Nov. 29 
Cain, Betty, Hermitage, Mo., Oct . 21 
Cassel, Naomi, 84, Manheim, Pa. , Jan. 

11 , 1999 
Cline, Ferman D. , 70, Linville, Ya ., 

Nov. 25 
Cline, Luther F., 83, New Market, Ya ., 

Oct. 31 
Combs, Marlin G. , 64, Mathias, W.Va ., 

Dec. 15 
Conner, Evelyn E. , 86, Stephens City, 

Ya., Nov. 6 
Cornwell, Nina E., 84, Luray, Ya. , 

Dec. 12 
Craun, James L., 7 1, Staunton, Ya., 

Dec. 6 
Cripe, Florence, 81, Flora, lnd. , 

March, 1999 
Cummings, Esther, 88, Logansport, 

Ind., Oct. 30 
Davis, John , 63, Thompsontown, Pa. , 

Sept. 24 

Davis, Mary, 80, Troy , Ohio , Nov. 29 
Dise, Don L., 77, Cayman Islands, 

B.W.l., Sept. 27 
Dixon, Paul R., 83, Wayesboro, Ya ., 

Nov. 28 
Dohner, Ward, 88, Greenvi ll e, Ohio, 

Oct. 28 
Dove, E. Junior, 75 , Broadway, Ya ., 

Nov. 4 
Dove, Leota G ., 84, Mathias, W.Va. , 

Nov. 24 
Edwards, Herman, Tuscola, Tex. , Dec. 2 
Estep, Paul Henry , 80, Timberville , Ya. , 

Dec. l l 
Fahnestock, Naomi, 86, Manheim, Pa. , 

Nov. 28 
Farling, Erlan L., 86, New Carlisle, 

Ohio, Nov. 29 
Fox, Lawrence "Ben," 83, Flora , Ind. , 

June 11, 1998 
Gindlesperger, Merle D., 89, John

stown , Pa. , Jan . l 0, 1999 
Gochenour, Emmett N. , 76 , Stanley, 

Va., Nov. 5 
Good, Norma L., 66, Timberville, Ya. , 

Nov. 18 
Good, Wi ll ard Dale, 75 , New Market, 

Va ., Dec. 1 
Grove, Earl M ., 8 1, Grottoes, Va ., Dec. 3 
Halligan, Helen, 81, Akron, Pa., Sept. 24 
Halterman, Treva L., 67, Harri son-

burg, Va ., Dec. 3 
Hambrick, Helen, Troutville, Ya. , July I 
Hay, Wade G., 80, Friedens, Pa ., Nov. 19 
Henry, Charles W. "Chiz," 81 , John-

stown, Pa., Feb. 27, 1999 
Hill, Bernal, 83, Nampa, Idaho, July 10 
Hoffman, Luther, Sr. , 98, Bath, N.Y. , 

Sept. 14 
Keck, Edith , 81, Akron, Ohio, Nov. 25 
Kiser, Luther M., 87, Staunton, Va., 

Nov. 25 
Koehler, lee! E., 93 , Udell, Iowa, Nov. 21 
Krennich, Alice, 93, Ephrata, Pa., Sept. 14 
Laprad, John , 87, Delphi, Ind., Jan. 31 , 

1999 
Lewis, Violet H., Glen Burnie, Md. , 

Nov. 29 
Life, Virginia, 76, Harri sonburg, Ya. , 

Nov. l 
Loump, Irvin , 79, Mt. Joy, Pa. , Nov. 

10, 1998 
McCoy, Gurn ie E., 8 1, Stanley, Va., 

Dec. 3 
Martin, J.C. , 63, Stanley, Va ., Dec. 3 
Martin , Samuel, 79 , Lancaster, Pa., 

June 5 
Miller, Homer T., 78, Harrisonburg, 

Ya., Nov. 17 
Mosholder, Evelyn, 87, Holsopple, Pa. , 

Nov. 12 
Nauman, Helen, 90, Manheim, Pa. , 

April 6 
O'Baugh, Hiram F., 88, Crimora, Ya., 

Nov. 22 
Pitsenbarger, Dolen L., 59, Grottoes, 

Ya., Nov. 19 
Powell, Ted, 55, Covington, Ohio, Oct. 30 
Rader, Martha, 88, Troutville, Va ., Dec. 7 
Rowe, Bertha P. , 92, Broom ri eld, Colo., 

Nov. 27 
Ruhl, Lucill e, 93, Manheim, Pa ., Jan. 

4, 1999 
Rush , Ruby, 82, Maurertown, Ya., 

Nov. 13 
Shenk, Florence, IO l , Manheim, Pa. , 

Oct. 31 
Sherman, Gerald Vernon, 85, Goshen, 

Ind. , Dec. 6 
Shipp, Jo hn R., 76 , Rockingham 

County, Va. , Oct. 27 

Shirk, Richard , 83, Mifflintown, Pa., 
June 6 

Shull, Donald W., 51, Mount Solon, 
Ya ., Nov. 5 

Sponaugle, Lizetta , 90, Franklin, 
W.Ya., Nov. 3 

Stuart, Shirley, 76, Hanover, Pa ., Nov. l 0 
Tyler, Mary Lou , 45, Independence, 

Kan., Sept. 19 
Vandevander, Almeda, 76, Cherry 

Grove, W.Va ., Nov. 1 
Vickroy, Evelyn , 83, Johnstown , Pa. , 

Sept. 29 
Wampler, Anna, 94, Bridgewater , Ya., 

Nov. 20 
Warlitner, Alice Y., 91, Harri sonburg, 

Ya., Nov. 2 
Wert, Ruth, 79, Mifflintown, Pa. , April 

26 
Whittington, Jean, 65, Woodstock, Va., 

Dec. 4 
Wilson, Dora C., 95 , Moorefi eld , 

W.Ya. , Oct. 30 
Witmer, Ann, Seminole, Fla. , Nov. 20 
Woodie, Rae, 76, Troutville, Va., Aug. 13 
Wright, Andra, 88, Bridgewater , Ya. , 

Oct. 1 
Zellers, Roy, 93, Lancaster, Pa ., April 29 
Ziegler, Gertrude, 87, Dixon, Ill. , Dec. 15 
Zipf, Esther F., 75, Englewood, Fla. , 

March I 7, 1999 

Pastoral 
placements . . 
Berkley, Richard Wayne, from mtenm 

to permanent , Danville, Va. 
Brumbaugh, Alan, from Bell wood, Pa. , 

to Dunnings Creek, New Paris, Pa. 
Coulter, Russell L., from Bethel, 

Arrington, Va ., to Crab Orchard, 
W.Ya. 

Davis, Jim, from Pyrmont, Delphi, 
Ind to North Winona, Warsaw, Ind. 

Derr, Horace, from Rockhill Furnace, 
Pa., to Indiana, Pa. 

Fike, J. Melvin and Lisa, from Moore
fi eld , W.Ya., to Antioch , Rocky 
Mount, Va. 

Miller, David Lloyd , from Carson 
Valley, Dun cansville, Pa., to Lick 
Creek, Bryan Ohio 

Licensings 
Hartwell, Jerry Lee, Dec. 11 , 1998, 

New Covenant, Chester, Va. 
Seilhamer, Larry Chester, New 

Covenant, Chester , Va. , Dec. l l , 
1998 

Smith, Gregory Lee, Jr. , Feb . 12, 1999, 
Williamson Road, Roanoke, Ya. 

Yoder, Rebekah Lingerfelt, May 20, 
Goshen City, Goshen, Ind. 

Ordinations 
Elgin, Richard Glenn, Sept. 16, Lynch-

burg, Ya . _ 
Frantz, Lylli s, 82, McPherson, Kan., 

Nov. 21 
Gilley, Wi ll iam Daniel, Sept. 16, Crab 

Orchard, W.Ya. 
Hanks, Thomas Patrick Joseph, Jul y 

1 7, Fraternity, Winston-Salem, N.C. 
Kcrkove, David, Aug. 6, English River, 

South Engl ish, Iowa 
Shelton , Harry Wayne, Jan . 30, 1999, 

Rocky Mount, Va. 
Surin, Joseph Philip, Oct. 23, Prices 

Creek, West Manchester , Ohio 
Wade, Marvin Dale, Jan. 30, 1999, 

Shelton, Mount Airy, N .C. 
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EUitorial 
The people of Turning Points 
'\ 'X fhen I was a cub reporter for a daily newspaper I 
VV was assigned, in one of the enduring traditions of 

theirade, to write obituaries. Never mind that I was 
fresh from college, highly educated, and more highly 
opinionated, I set about at the bottom of the totem pole 
dedicated to becoming the best obit writer I could be. I 
got to where I could write finished copy while still on the 
phone with the funeral director. On the first day back 
after a summer holiday weekend, the funeral director 
would gleefully tell me he had a pile of obits so high it 
would wear me out. I'd say I wished I were making as 
much money as he was from this, but bring them on. 

Swaggering about disasters and the dead was part of 
the allure of the business for me until one Saturday night 
when I was the reporter on duty. A deputy called in to 
say a car had gone too fast around a curve, its door had 
flown open, and two children were thrown out, both 
killed . I wrote the story and handed it in, but it got to me 
as none other had. I thought about the father who was 
driving, the mother at home, the children. Reporters 
don' t cry, but this one about did. 

Ever after I have tried to approach names as people and 
to bring some reverence to obituaries, no matter how high 
the pile. So each month when I compile Turning Points, 
carried on the preceding page, I say a little prayer for each 
of the deceased as I list them, remembering that she is a 
mother or he is a son, and each is a child of God. Behind 
every listing is a story, a milestone, a point of turning. 

Most of the people I list under "Deaths" were old 
when they died, so I noticed last month when I 

typed this: "Brumbaugh, Arlan Scott, 35, Martinsburg, 
Pa., Oct . 9." And just below it this: "Brumbaugh, Bar
bara Jo 'Buffy,' 33, Martinsburg, Pa., Oct. 9 ." 

"It was a terrible tragedy, " said Mabel Hollinger, the 
loyal MESSENGER representative for the Curryville, Pa., 
congregation, who had sent in the notice. She told me 
the basics of the auto accident, then arranged for me to 
speak to Don and Doris Brumbaugh, parents of Arlan. 

"Because there was alcohol involved, our first thought 
was, people don't need to hear about that," said Don 
Brumbaugh. "But then we realized we have a story to 
tell. " Even before the accident he had agreed to go on the 
ballot for area representative of Pennsylvanians Con
cerned about Alcohol Problems, a group that sends 
speakers to talk about alcohol abuse in schools and 
churches. Don was elected two weeks after the deaths of 
his son and daughter -in-law. 
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"Our son started drinking when he was a senior in high 
school,'' Don explained. "He got into some problems 
then and went through counseling. He always felt that he 
could handle it, but he couldn't. I've always been one for 
total abstinence because you never know who will 
become addicted." Doris blames peer pressure for the 
beginnings of the problem in high school. "We couldn' t 
do anything about it," she says . "It happens. " 

It was about 11 p.m. that Saturday night last October 
when the Brumbaughs got a knock on the door of their 
home in Curryville. Their son and his wife had gone for a 
daytrip of hiking at Raystown Lake near Huntingdon. On 
the way back, about a mile from their home outside of 
Martinsburg, the car had gone out of control and slid 
sideways into a tree. Arlan' s blood alcohol level was far 
above the legal limit. 

Arlan had worked with his father on the family dairy 
farm until about four years ago when he left to join a 
modular housing firm, becoming a crew foreman. Bar
bara and her daughter Paula, Arlan's stepdaughter, were 
baptized at the Curryville church three years ago, 
although Arlan and Barbara lately had not been attending 
regularly. Barbara and Arlan both were responsible work
ers and parents , yet the family could tell there were 
continuing problems with alcohol. 

Don Brumbaugh has been re -reading the story of 
Samson (Judges 13-16), instructed by an angel to "drink 
no wine or strong drink. " Unable to keep his purity, 
Samson' s life deteriorated into dysfunction. But he 
pleaded with the Lord fo r one more chance and got it. 
"My son didn' t get one more chance,'' Don said. 

The lack of a will caused uncertainty about custody of 
the two children for a time. "One of the biggest things I tell 
people now is to have a will," Don says. Now the two 
girls-Yvette, 9, and Paula Boyer, 15-are living with the 
Brumbaughs, who are both 66. "The second time around is 
really different, " says Don, who has two other sons and a 
daughter. "The last time we had a 15 -year-old in the house 
was 30 years ago." For Paula, the daughter of Barbara's 
first marriage, these times are especially difficult. Her own 
father had been killed in an alcohol- related auto accident. 

The Curryville Church of the Brethren has wrapped its 
arms around the Brumbaughs, helping to establish a trust 
fund at the bank for the children, supporting Doris each 
Monday at prayer group, being available for child care, 
contributing to PCAP. "This really has made me study the 
Bible," Don says. "We are truly aware of how the Lord 
has directed our lives."-FLETCHER FARRAR 
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Association of 
Brethren Caregivers 

'' N-OAC is like a 
refresher course in 
living and growing 
older. It provides a shot 
of energy, vitality and 
vision for the future. '' 
- Gordon and Darlene Bucher 

Manchester (Ind.) Church of the Brethren 

"The National Older Adult Conference is like a refresher 

course in living and growing older. It provides a shot of energy, 

vitality and vision for the future . The conference gives us insight 

into some of the issues of living longer and a renewed appreci

ation for the life of the Church of the Brethren. We are looking 

forward to the upcoming National Older Adult Conference, the 

fifth conference held in beautiful Lake Junaluska. The conference 

Bible studies, presentations and activities are inspirational and 

downright fun - it does us good to laugh, relax and visit 

with old friends:• 

If you have not received your copy of the NOAC registration 

brochure, call ABC at (800) 323-8039. 

1451 Dundee Avenue , Elgin, IL 60120 
phone (847) 742-5100 fax (847) 742-5160 
www.brethren .org/abc/ 

ABC's ministries are made possible through 
individual and congregational contributions. 



KANSAS CITY, 
MISSOURI 
July 15 - July 19, 2000 

Please send the following: 

_ _ Copies at $9.00 each of the 2000 Annual 

Conference Booklet (regu lar binding) 

__ Copies at $12 each of the 2000 Annual 

Conference Booklet (spiral binding) 

__ Copies at $2.00 each of the 2000 Annual 

Conference Information Packet 

Name ___________________ _ 

Address ____ _ ______________ _ 

City ____________ State _ _ Zip ____ _ 

Amount remitted $ _ ______________ _ 

(Delegates sending the delegate authorization form and registrat ion 

fee will automatical ly receive one program booklet without further 

Information about Conference programs and reservation forms may be obtained by contacting your pastor or : 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE OFFICE 14S1 DUNDEE AVENUE ELGIN, ILLINOIS 60120 

VOLUNTEER HELPERS 
I am volunteering my help with Conference tasks I have marked 

below. 

I have numbered them in order of preference·. 

I plan to arrive at Conference on ___ _ _ ______ _ 

_ _ Registration (computer experience requ ired) 

_ _ Usher (business and general sessions) 

__ Teller 

_ _ Information/ma il desk 

Nurse 

Please circle 
approximate age 

16-22 22-30 30-40 
40-50 50-60 60+ 

Name __________________ _ 

Address _________________ _ _ 

City ____________ State __ Zip ___ _ 

Telephone ( _ _ ) ___________ ___ _ 

Additional vo lunteers may indicate 

on a separate sheet their interest in serving. 




