THANKSGIVI

IF THE CHURCH WERE CHRISTIAN 12

BULLISH OPTIMISM 16

RESTORING RELATIONSHIPS 18

Remarkable Residents
{ Residents Jerry & Berkl.ey Davis }

HILLCREST
A Remarkable Brethren Community
...........................................

Jerry and Berkley Davis are very involved
at Hillcrest, participating in several
aspects of campus life. Jerry heads up
Channel 3, the community'sin-house
television station, while Berkley serves
on the management team of the Hillcrest gift shop and assists with the production of"Hillcrest Happenings;'
the community'sresident newsletter. "There is more to do and learn here
than one can imagine;' says Jerry:' "I think we made agood choice in Hillcrest!"

• In following our Brethren roots of Peacefully, Simply, Together

{ ResidmtShLmtzldBhagat}

• On-site full-time Chaplain, vesper services
• Three Brethren churches within 5 miles of Hillcrest
• University of La Verne is walking distance from Hillcrest and
offers senior audit programs
• The Interfaith Festival, Doctor's Symphony and shuttles to
cultural art activities
• Community Gardens

"Hillcrest, a model community for
retirement: orderly not chaotic,
unambiguously secure living with
caring residents, friendly responsive
associates and staff, top-rated
physical facilities for swimming,
exercising, dining, nursing and healthcare. You are in experienced
hands at Hillcrest, why go anywhere else?"

• Great location, campus and weather
• Hillcrest offers all levels of care. You will be welcomed with
open arms and enjoy the love and comfort of lifelong friends!

{ Chaplain TomHostetler }
"Hillcrest. .. what a great place to
live and work! As chaplain, I am
privileged to participate in the
spiritual life of many of the residents
and the community as a whole.
Opportunities abound for worship
at all levels of care; bible studies, phone devotions, sharing and
inspiration to meet avariety of needs and expectations. The care
for neighbors, the interaction and activity of residents, the desire
to learn and grow, and the beautiful facilities and surroundings all
work together to make Hillcrest a remarkable place. Come and see!"

A Remarkable Retirement Community®
2705 Mountain View Dr., LaVerne, CA 91750
909.392.4375 I www.LivingatHillcrest.org
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Thanksgiving grace
After doing a little word-sleuthing, Frank Ramirez discovered that the
word "eucharist"-most often used today when referring to communion-when broken down and traced to its roots, is the word used
2,000 years ago by Greek-speaking people to mean thanksgiving. "The
question of what to pray at Thanksgiving becomes so much simpler
when we realize the word eucharist, which has complicated relations
between so many Christian fellowships, helps us become one around a
single table when we translate it simply for what it is: Thanksgiving."

13 If the church were Christian
The practical principles Paul outlines in Romans 12 look simple enough
in print, but putting them into practice is where things begin to get difficult, both for us as individuals and as the body of Christ. Brethren
were once regarded as a peculiar people because, in their attempt to
adhere to Paul's guidelines and Jesus' example, they behaved in ways
that were obviously at odds with the rest of society. Have we lost
something by becoming less peculiar these days?

16 Bullish optimism
Some of us might recognize a familiar face in this modern-day parable,
told by Bethany Seminary student Dylan Haro. This instructive tale illuminates qualities we may not recognize-or that may be all too familiar. As
with some of Jesus' parables, this one leaves us with a question rather
than a neat and tidy ending. How the story plays out depends upon us.

18 Restoring relationships through accountability
They are not "our" scriptures, but Matthew 18 and 1 Corinthians 11 are
among the key New Testament passages that have informed the way
Brethren relate to one another. Joshua Brockway, director of Spiritual
Life and Discipleship for the Church of the Brethren, suggests we look
again at these passages to d iscover what they can mean for us today.

HOW TO REACH US
T e theme chosen for the 2012 Annual Conference is a familiar one:

I

~Continuing the work of Jesus. Peacefully. Simply. Together." It's so familiar, in
fact, that it might be possible to think that we've always had these words.
In a sense we have. While the words were put together in 1994 by a group named
Communicorp, each of the words came directly from the mouths of individual
Brethren . Communicorp had been asked to develop an identity line that would help
the Brethren speak more readily about who we are-to find our voice.
These communication experts traveled the denomination
talking with a range of Brethren, asking questions, listening,
observing. They described their process and explained the
words in a review and reflection paper, which Brethren Press
published in 1995 with the title Reflections on Brethren Image
and Identity.
The denomination was in a bit of turmoil, they noted. What
would hold the Brethren together? They began by identifying
a list of things that would not: not heritage, not literature, not
messages, not rituals, not programs, not growth, not fear.
Instead they pointed to a story in John 21, in which Jesus
feeds the disciples and then tells them to "feed my lambs."
"To those who have fished all night and caught nothing, what can the Brethren
offer?" they asked. "Exactly what Jesus offered, and what the Brethren themselves
have been offering for many years: another way-along with the replenishing nourishment and joyful discipleship that accompany it."
They reminded us of the living water that Jesus promised. They pointed us to one
of the church's most eloquent images, the cup of cold water offered to a thirsty world.
Then, from the many words they had recorded from their conversations with the
Brethren, they gave us these words : "Continuing the work of Jesus. Peacefully.
Simply. Together."
"In eight words, this 'identity line' reflects clearly the Brethren's traditionally distinguishing features," they said. "The words themselves-humble, authentic, fresh, and
memorable-provide a description that even a child can understand and communicate.
Without either excess or undue austerity, these short phrases comprise the whole history of the Brethren: their longevity, their manner of living, and their mission."
Embraced by a wide range of Brethren, the words have taken root in a remarkable
way. They seem to speak not only to who we have been, but also to who we yearn to
be. In a world with no less turmoil than 17 years ago, can we be inspired still by the
living water, and by our own inexhaustible cup?
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Patching together life's pieces
A sign on the door to room 207 of the Mount Morris (Ill.) Church of the Brethren
reads: "Happiness is patching together life's pieces." Behind that door is a shelving system that holds quilting supplies, a quilting frame upon which usually rests
a quilt-in-progress, and a table that holds the all-important coffee pot. And it is in
that room that Mary Elizabeth Garrison, Lavonne Anderson, and Jeannine Price
come together every
Tuesday morning to quilt.
But it is more than just
quilts that have been
stitched together over the
years, it is friendships.
Groups have been
meeting there since the
early 1940s-for a while
on both Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Now it's just
Tuesdays.
How many quilts has
the group produced over
The quilting group of Mount Morris (Ill.) Church of the Brethren: (back)
the years? "There is no
Edith Lenard, Jeannine Price, Marge Drexler, Donna Dietrich; (front)
Hollis Chapman, Lavonne Anderson, Mary Elizabeth Garrison.
way of telling," says
Anderson. "There are too
many to count. We used to have a much larger group of ladies that would meet on
Tuesdays to quilt. Sometimes as many as 10 or 12 would sit together and quilt, but
as people moved on or died, the group has become smaller. "
But, she adds, new people are welcome, even if they don't know a thing about
quilting. "It's not unusual for a new member not to know how to quilt. All that is
needed is a desire to quilt. We can teach the rest. You don't have to be a member
of the church, or any church, to join the group."
Price began participating in 1995 when she would drive her mother to the weekly gathering. Anderson has been coming since 1982. And Garrison began in 1993,
following the footsteps of her mother, who began quilting there in 1945.
The stitches on their quilts are tiny, barely v isible; the stitches that bind their
hearts are invisible, but evident every week when they gather in Room 207.
(This article is condensed from a story by Kathy Hackleman, and is reprinted with permission. It appeared
in The Lebanon Daily News on Sept. 12.)
Do you have district or congregationa l stories that might be of interest to M ESSENGER? Short items with a photo are best.
Send t hem to MESSENGER, c/o In Touch, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or messenger@brethren.org.
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that, in our
most deep souls, we
do want to be in a
community of faith,
one body."

BYTHENUMBERS
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Northeast Rodney L. Barbour, an
accomplished performer on keyboards
and low brass instruments, will present a concert at the Elizabethtown (Pa.)

Church of the Brethren Friday, Nov. 4.
Barbour has performed with the
Holiday on Ice Orchestra and the
Ringling Brothers-Barnum and Bailey
Circus Band. He was featured entertainer for 10 years on the Mighty
Wurlitzer Organ at the Springdale
Musical Palace in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Southeast Jorge A. Rivera has concluded his service as associate district
executive for the Atlantic Southeast

District. He served in the position for
12 years, following vast experience as
an educator at all levels of the Puerto
Rico educational system.
Midwest The Neighborhood Church of
the Brethren in Montgomery, Ill., hosted
the musical "Cotton Patch Gospel"
Sept. 17. The one-man musical was
presented by Phillip Kaufmann, a
Mennonite performer. The Cotton Patch
Gospel, a book by Clarence Jordan of
Koinonia Farms in Americus, Ga., was
adapted into a play by Tom Key and
Russell Trez. Singer/songwriter Harry
Chapin then made the play into a musical, writing both music and lyrics.
Ozarks/Plains The Western Plains
District Conference Women's

Breakfast drew a large crowd to the
Mingenback Theater at McPherson
College to hear Marla Ullom-Minnich
speak about her family's journey
through the adoption of two siblings
from Ethiopia in 2007, sharing both
the highs and lows of the journey, citing support from family and friends
as being critical, and how the process
tested and strengthened her faith·.
West The Pacific Southwest District
Conference will be held Nov. 11-13 at
Hillcrest Homes Retirement
Community in La Verne, Calif. The
Pomona Fellowship Church of the
Brethren hosted New Community

1 believe

-Sonja Griffith, Western Plains District executive minister
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Number of people, in billions, living on
Earth as of Oct. 31, according to the United
Nations Population Fund

Project director David Radcliff in
October for a series of workshops
focusing on practical ways to be better stewards of the environment.
Messenger November 2011

Cycling and hiking event
raises funds for charity
Despite serious flooding that necessitated last-minute route changes, the
Sept. 11 COBYS Bike & Hike proceeded
more or less as planned. The fundraiser for COBYS Family Services was held
at the Lititz (Pa.) Church of the
Brethren, the event attracted 428 participants and may establish a new
income record.
"With all the flooding havoc that
Tropical Storm Lee created in the days
leading up to the event," said event
planner and Church of the Brethren
Mission and Ministry Board member
Don Fitzkee, "we were glad to be able
move ahead with a successful day."
The preliminary income figure was
$86,246, down slightly from last year's
record amount of $87,793. "While I
don't think our $100,000 goal is within
reach at this point," Fitzkee said, "I'm
fairly confident we will establish a new
income record by the time all the

money is in. Like flood waters, it has a
way of rising."
Bolstering income was a huge leap
in business support, growing from less
than $13,000 last year to more than
$20,000 this year. "We definitely were
blessed with strong business support
this year," Fitzkee added.
The attendance of 428 was up from
last year's rainy day number of 298.
Participants included 150 motorcyclists
on 101 bikes, 105 bicyclists, and 173
walkers. An uncertain weather forecast
and poor road conditions may have kept

Don Fitzkee, planner of the cycling and hiking
event, is interviewed by WJTL FM 90.3 personality
Fred McNaughton, who did live, on-air interviews
throughout the event.

some motorcyclists away, Fitzkee said.
COBYS Family Services, which is affiliated with the Atlantic Northeast District
of the Church of the Brethren, educates,
supports, and empowers children and

Brethren twins help friends
and neighbors in need

Anna and Frieden Gresh deliver food
to the Fairview Church of the Brethren in
Cordova, Md.
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Twins Frieden and Anna Gresh had not even entered t heir teens when they
suddenly developed a sense of compassion and conscience beyond their
young years. In May 2010, they discovered that a friend of thei rs had resorted to Dumpster-d iv ing for day-old b read just to help her family survive.
They knew they had to do something to help.
Frieden and Anna discovered that, if they got to a local grocery store
before 7 a.m., they could get bread donated before it was tossed into the
Dumpster. They had found a way to help their friend. Soon, however, their
outreach expanded, and they began gathering bread, buns, and other baked
goods from the store, after which they would count and repack everyth ing,
then deliver the food to several churches in their community. The churches
would then distribute the food to those in need.
Today, more than a year later, the now-13-year-old siblings are still at it.
"It's a huge commitment," said their mother, Gieta Gresh. "They give up
the only mornings they have to sleep in ." Each Saturday and Sunday.at 6
a.m., the two climb out of bed to load and deliver their precious ca rgo.
"Their dad's the early riser," Gieta added, "so he drives them to the grocery
store and then to the churches in the area that distribute the food. If there's
an extra amount some weekend, we always find a place to share it."
Gieta and her husband, Ken, live at and manage the Chu rch of the
Brethren's Camp Mardela, in Maryland, and t he family attends the
Community of Joy Church of the Brethren in Salsbury, Md.
"Sometimes we underestimate how much our words of encouragement
mean," Gieta said. "People who receive their deliveries tell them, 'You don't
know how much I depend upon this.' It really means a lot to them, and
makes them to want to continue."

adults to reach their full potential. It was
founded in 1979 as a teen foster care program and was originally known as Church
of the Brethren Youth Services {COBYS) .
Since then, it has grown into a comprehensive family ministry that now includes
adoption and foster care services, counseling, family life education, and a permanency program .

Neighborhood Church
begins Angel Ministries
The Neighborhood Church of the Brethren
in Montgomery, 111., has begun a new ministry called Angel Ministries. This ministry
is planned for persons with disabilities

and their families. The vision is that the
ministry will provide a safe space where
families can worship with the congregation while their family member with disabilities is cared for by trained volunteers.
The family member with disabilities will
enjoy a Christian environment through
song, prayer, storytelling, and engaging
activities.
At Neighborhood Church of the
Brethren, people with disabilities are
described as ANGELs {All Need God's
Everlasting Love). They believe
ANGELs are created by God for a purpose and hope to make access to worship, ministry, and fellowship a reality.
They also intend to offer support for
the people surrounding the ANGELs
and their families.

REMEMBERED

Violet H. Pfaltzgraff, 92, passed
away Sept. 23 at Cross Keys Villagethe Church of the Brethren Home
Community, in New Oxford, Pa. Born
in Millport, Pa., she was the daughter
of the late Willis B. and Emma Geib
Hackman. She was married to the late
Roy E. Pfaltzgraff, who passed away in
March 2010. Pfaltzgraff and her husband were medical missionaries in
Nigeria for 38 years. She served as a
nurse, supervisor, treasurer, and
administrator at the Adamawa
Provincial Leprosarium in Virgwi,
Nigeria. A memorial service was held
Oct. 10 at Middle Creek Church of the
Brethren in Lititz, Pa.

A pastoral letter from the Council of District Executives
Out of concern for the state of our denomination, we, the
Council of District Executives, offer this pastoral letter to the
church, as we did to the gathered body at the 2011 Annual
Conference.
We are acutely aware that we live in a time of great anxiety
and apprehension, and we recognize that tension exists within
the church . We see this tension straining our bonds of affection, trust, and cooperation. In the months preceding Annual
Conference, some in our midst already were asking: "How will
our denomination survive the internal and external pressures
placed upon it?" We also recognize that differing points of view
over biblical interpretation and authority are causing deep pain
with the denomination . We affirm our belief in the authority of
scripture as a guid e for our living, while acknowledging that
Brethren disagree on matters of interpretation .
We see our church struggling to find that narrow way
between several scriptural mandates. Some in our body sincerely believe th ey are proph etically calling us to holiness,
purity, and righteousness and out of the immorality and sinfulness of the prevailing culture. Others sincerely believe they are
prophetically calling our church toward justice for the
oppressed and excluded, and inclusion and welcome for those
with a different point of view. Members of the body wrestle
District executives
present a statement
to the 2011 Annual
Conference in Grand
Rapids, Mich.: (from
left) Susan R. Daniel

of Idaho District, and
Don Boaz of Pacific
Southwest District.

with discerning sins to be repented of or delivered from and
what is to be celebrated as part of the diversity of God's creation.
We have observed the impact that the d istrict Standing
Committee hearings have had on individuals and congregations . We have heard the cry of those who wish to keep the
church together while speaking truth in love to those who hold
differing points of view. And we grieve over statements made
out of deep convictions but phrased in ways that do not show
the love of Christ.
We, the Council of District Executives, are unanimous in our
desire to do all we can to keep the Church of the Brethren
focused on our unity in our one faith in God revealed in Jesus
Christ {Eph. 4:5).
Therefore, individually and as the Council of District
Executives:
•

we covenant to do the hard work of discerning the
times that call for forbearance and discerning the
times that call for judgment {Acts 15).

•

we covenant to pray for God's direction and truth for
the church.

•

we covenant to gather in community around th_e scripture, seeking the mind of Christ and the leading of the
Holy Spirit.
We urge all members of the church to join us as we seek
God's direction and the mind of Christ. Further, we call our
brothers and sisters to renew their baptismal and membership
vows, to live and share in the bonds of Christian love. May we,
by God's grace, put aside anxiety, seek Christ's peace, and walk
together in faith, hope, and love toward the future God has
promised. These biblical references informed the writing of this letter:
Jeremiah 7; 1 John 4; Acts 15; 1 Corinthians 13; Ephesians 4; Psalms
46; Romans 8; Micah 4; and John 14:27.
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An inoculation of hope

M

y first memory is of my mother singing to
me as she tucked me into bed. Although she
was probably tired, and likely had chores to do
and other children to tend to, she lingered at my side and
gazed at me while gently stroking my hair.
That memory has stuck with me. "Sleep Kentucky
Babe" is the song I remember best. It concludes with an
almost whispered line: "Close your eyes and sleep."
Sometimes emotion would overcome my mother as she sang, and
her eyes would pool with tears.
Then, as I was drifting to sleep, she
would kiss me and quietly slip out
the door. I didn't realize until later
how much her love for me was
tinged with pain from a tragic loss
that preceded my birth.
A few months before I was born,
my oldest sister Peggy, who was 15
at the time, suddenly became sick,
and after a very short illness, died.
She had been stricken with polio. Our remaining family
consisted of two grief-stricken parents undoubtedly fearful
for the safety of their other three young children. I soon
would become their fourth.
It must have been a strange mixture of tragedy and hope,
of death and new life, especially in the context of an extreme-

essentially fooling their immune systems into producing
antibodies, which remain to protect them if or when they
are exposed to the actual disease. Having the disease itself
can often provide one with natural immunity, too, but
unfortunately a certain percentage of people don't survive
the disease unscathed or even alive. So vaccines offer a
remarkable promise and hope for preventing enormous
suffering, injury, and death.
Prevention is more effective, successful, and less costly
than attempts to cure a disease after someone already has
it. It's very similar in this way to war. Prevention is so much
smarter and better than having to stop it once it's started.
So the idea of vaccinating ourselves and future generations
against potential or even inevitable challenges seems such
a potent metaphor to me. Rather than forgetting, ignoring
or running away from the sources of injury (to ourselves,
each other, and the world), perhaps we can creatively make
use of the very pieces of brokenness that are among usnot only of diseases, but of violence, greed, disappointment, and grief.
Does the idea of introducing pieces of brokenness into
the human body sound vaguely familiar? It should. "This is
my body broken for you. Take, eat in remembrance of me.
This is my blood poured out for you. Take, drink in remembrance of me." From the very pieces of brokenness, we
share communion with Jesus.
My mom couldn't and wouldn't let her grief about losing

WE SEE EVIDENCE OF BROKENNESS ALMOST
EVERYWHERE. THE WORLD ACHES FOR AN INOCULATION
OF HOPE. MAYBE WE CAN HELP CREATE ONE FROM THE
VERY PIECES OF OUR BROKENNESS.
ly important event in the history of medicine. The polio vaccine had just been developed, and within another year or two
it would be given to most children in the US. With access to
the new vaccine, the rest of us would be protected.
When I consider my family's history and relate it to my
own personality, career development, and interest in
music, I see these two factors-my sister's death from
polio, and how Mom used to sing to me even in the midst
of her grief-as having a huge impact on who I would
become and what I would choose to do with my life.
In addition to being a singer/songwriter, I've been a reg istered nurse for 30 years; for the past 16 of those years,
I've also been a family nurse practitioner. Throughout most
of my career, I've been closely involved in immunization
and TB surveillance programs, and in research related to
vaccine-preventable diseases.
Effective vaccines work by introducing weakened or
killed viruses (or their particles) into a person's body,
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her first child stop her from loving the rest of us. And I
think perhaps her singing was even more beautiful and
passionate because of her deep experience with loss.
We see evidence of brokenness almost everywhere. The
world aches for an inoculation of hope. Maybe we can help
create one from the very pieces of our brokenness.
Sometimes finding the answers might be quite intentional
and systematic: dissecting the sources of our problems,
analyzing and reconstituting them so that we can better
understand them and prepare ourselves and each other to
respond at a higher level of perspective.
At other times, the inoculation might be a simple act of
kindness-or a lullaby sung to a child. ll!
M ike Stern lives w ith his family in Seattle, Wash. He grew up in the Ellisforde
Chu rch of the Breth ren in Tonasket, Wash., wh ere his mother (Anna Mae
Messamer Stern) was a choir director and deaco ness. An na taught third grade in
Orovi lle and Tonasket. M ike's father, Dan Stern (senior), was an apple orcha rdi st
and a deacon in t he El lisforde Church.

QUOTEWORTHY

''He'd often say
... never get in
anything so deep
that you've lost
all chance of
conciliation.''

-Maya Davis, member of the La Verne (Calif.) youth group,
following a workcamp in Caimito, Puerto Rico, in which she was
touched by the spirit of community there.

"Talking about ministry will never replace
ministry. Jesus came for those lost and lonely
people in the shadow of the steeple, and he's
called us to help minister to those needs."
-Wallace Cole, interim district executive. Southeastern District of the
Church of the Brethren

"There's a shared DNA between faith and
humor. Both are attempts to deal with
fundamental human anxiety and things you
can't control. That's why so many rabbis and
priests walk into a bar at the beginning of
jokes. Laughing gets you past the anxiety."
-liel Leibovitz, writer of the "Blessed Week Ever" column in the Jewish magazine Tablet, quoted in USA Today about the intersection of religion and laughter

"The discovery of God lies in the daily and the
ordinary, not in the spectacular and the heroic.
If we cannot find God in the routines of home
and shop, then we will not find him at all."

CULTUREVIEW ♦♦
♦ On Sept. 1, 2011, URI (United
Religions Initiative) invited people around the world to sign a
pledge to take action against
intolerance in their communities. With responses still coming
in from more than 50 countries,
URI is extending the campaign
until Nov. 16, the International
Day for Tolerance. The campaign was inspired by both the
10th anniversary of the Sept. 11
attacks on New York and
Washington, and the
International Day of Peace,
Sept. 21. The pledge site, www.
uri.org/takethepledge, provides
a list of suggested actions people can take to build trust
among different groups in their
communities and speak out
against bigotry.
♦ Over a million small-scale
farmers in Vietnam have
embraced a technique that grows
more rice with less seed, fertilizer,
water, and pesticides, according
to OxFam America. It's helping
farmers reduce their costs and
earn more, while adding about
$23.5 million to the value of Vietnamese rice in just one crop season . The agriculture ministry
reported that there are now
1,070,384 farmers-about 70 percent of whom are womenapplying the System of Rice

Intensification, or SRI, on 185,065
hectares (457,110 acres) of their
rice fields. The number of farmers using SRI practices in Vietnam has tripled since 2009. SRI is
a package of good agricultural
techniques for hand-planted rice
that helps farmers reduce their
costs.
♦ Official statistics indicate the
existence of 3 million people who
were pushed away from their
land and property in Colombia
due to armed conflict that has
taken place for years in the country, according to the World
Council of Churches (WCC).
Human rights organizations
claim, however, that the number
of "displaced people" is actually
close to 5 million people. A new
monitoring program, supported
by the WCC and other actors, has
been organized to address these
human crises. The project has the
support of the WCC, the Lutheran
World Federation and ACT
Alliance. It is coordinated by the
Rev. Chris Ferguson of the United
Church of Canada, a church
which has extensive ecumenical experience and
was one of the inventors of the international monitoring in
Palestine and
Israel.

-Richard J . Foster, Christian theologian and author of Celebration of Discipline

"Agnostics, who are constantly exercised by
the question of God ... are closer to the
Kingdom of God than believers whose life of
faith is 'routine' and who regard the church
merely as an institution, without letting it
touch their hearts, or letting the faith touch
their hearts."
-Pope Benedict XVI, speaking in Freiburg, Germany

"If we were a genuinely Christian nation, we
... would forgive our enemies, speak truth
to power, and go forth to serve and to
sacrifice, not to rule."

JUST FOR FUN: SCRAMBLE
In the spirit of the Thanksgiving holiday coming
up this month, unscramble the words below to find 10 words associated with this festive season :

BIRD IS THE WORD

RUKYET

RIGLIMP

MINKPUP

DEARPA

DIRTUGATE

BANDCAUNE

BEARNRCRY

FLATLOOB

SLINGSEBS

PAINURCOCO

-Tom Ehrich, Episcopal priest, author, and former Wall Street Journal reporter, in
an essay from GateHouse News Service
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by Frank Ramirez
On Thursday, NOv. 24, most
of us will sit down with family and
friends-however we define them-in front of
a meal that represents the bounty with which we
are blessed . Whether we eat turkey, ham, or tamales
(and when I was a kid we had all three), we will give
thanks to God for what we have shared, not only that day,
but all year long, for it will be, of course, Thanksgiving.
The origins of the holiday of Thanksgiving are
obscure enough to mix myth and legend like a good
stuffing. Who knows what happened with the Pilgrims
and Native Americans? At the very least we can be
thankful their celebrations led to those cute little cut-out
turkeys made by tracing the hands of little children on
brown construction paper.
More to the point, though Brethren were against revival meetings, ice cream socials, birthday parties, and, in the
words of one Dunkard Brethren pastor who left the Church
of the Brethren in disgust: "Churches holding chicken and
waffle suppers to pay their drone pastors ... ", we've historically been pro-Thanksgiving. When Annual Meeting, in
1865, considered "those proclamations made by the
President of the United States ... recommending the
observance of certain days, such as Thanksgiving days"
the sober-minded elders replied, "Yes, if such proclamations do not conflict with the spirit of the gospel."

Whether or not Brethren celebrated Thanksgiving as a
holiday, the giving of thanks has been a part of Brethren
worship, faith, and practice, permeating every part of life.
Maybe that's because, as the venerable Dale Brown once
wrote, with regard to holidays, for Brethren "every day
was sacred." To which I add that any day that includes
mashed potatoes and gravy is even more sacred.
Thanksgiving is not a Christian holiday, per se. It is
inclusive by its very nature. Everyone, believers of all
faiths and creeds, and those who aren't quite sure about
God, are invited to gather around the table and give
thanks. And since Brethren fit that description-after all, if
there are four Brethren gathered together, there are five
opinions-it is appropriate to ask what sort of prayer we
might offer as grace on that special day.
My suspicion is that most of us have a little prayer we
share at every meal, but on important occasions_we turn
to someone at the table, perhaps the oldest, or the youngest, or the most verbal, or simply the one we expect to
pray at such gatherings, to offer thanks. Maybe that'll be
you. May it ought to be you.
What should Brethren pray?
I want to consider this question in my own roundabout
Adult Attention Deficit Disorder fashion . Please hang in
there with me.
One of the things I like about being Brethren is that
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suspicion is that most of us have a little prayer we shai~'
at every meal, but on important occasions we ·turn to someone at
the table, perhaps the olqest, or the younge~t, or the most verbal, or
simply the one we expect to pray at such gatherings, to offer thanks.
from our founding we were for something-restoring the
church as described in the New Testament-instead of
against something. That's why we're not Protestants.
We're not protesting anything. We're for Jesus. We follow
the example of Jesus. That includes praying like Jesus.
The Lord's Prayer was a fixture in Brethren services
from the beginning, but otherwise did we use scripted
prayers? Some insist that prayer must be spontaneous,
inspired by the Spirit, in their words. Perhaps that's what
the apostle Paul meant when he wrote: "likewise the Spirit
helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray
as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too
deep for words" (Romans 8:26).
But I have heard others express the thought aloud that
some spontaneous prayers, though earnest, are so repetitious and long-winded it seems unlikely that they are the
result of divine inspiration.
Although he may not have been typical when it comes
to spontaneity, the Brethren minister Peter Lutz was
known to pray so long that one time at a burial, when he
opened his eyes, everyone had left!
Peter Nead, the closest thing to a theologian the 19th
century produced, warned against praying like the
Pharisees. Public prayer should include a short introduction, then all should kneel until it was time to respond
with "Amen!"

The truth is that, although Brethren may have reacted
against the extreme formalism of worship as they
observed it in Europe, it is believed that the Germanspeaking Dunkers were influenced by the prayer books
written by Johann Arndt and Gerhard Tersteegen, among
others.
And a scripted prayer, a set piece, if nothing else, has
the advantage of an ending. Thanksgiving at least ought
to be the appropriate time for a scripted prayer.
It is important to turn our attention to scripture in every
matter, but in turning to the Bible it is important that the
words are actually translated. Some words are left untranslated and sound more complicated than they ought.
Take baptism. The Greek word is baptidzo, and is usually not translated. It's transliterated, which means the
word is brought over right from the original without interpreting what it means. Baptism sounds churchy.
Mysterious. Complicated. But if you translate the word it
just means "immersed" or "dunked," as in immersing the
dishes or the clothes in the river because if you only sprinkle a little water on them they won't get clean. There are
very few translations (but there are some) which talk
about John the Immerser instead of John the Baptist. The
latter sounds like an official church office. John the
Immerser sounds like Dunker Dan. You know what he
does and how he does it.
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The same is even truer of the word eucharist, used by
many for communion. Eucharist sounds mysterious, as if
some cosmic transaction is taking place where the slightest error will doom the participants to an eternity in the
outer darkness-which pretty much describes the terror I
felt when I first received communion as a member of
another denomination.
You can trace it back through the Middle English word
"eukarist" and the old French "eucariste," ultimately
through Latin "eucharistia" to its Greek roots -eukharistos. But what does the word mean? It sounds like no one
ever translated the word over the centuries.
So lwill.
Back in seminary, I bought three books that have
served me well over the past three decades when translating the New Testament from the Greek. Each was named
after the folks who put them together. One we called
Moulton-Milligan, which shows how Greek words were
used in the papyri discovered in the Egyptian deserts.
Another was the Arndt-Gingrich, the Greek lexicon used

by all of us learning to read the Gospels in the original.
The largest was a heavy volume we called the LiddellScott, which covers all ancient Greek literature. Naming
that book always gives me pleasure, because one of its
compilers, Henry George Liddell, was the father of Alice
Liddell, who charmed an Oxford don named Charles
Ludwidge Dodgson, who wrote, under the name Lewis
Carroll, a little book inspired by that young lady: Alice in
Wonderland. And when it comes to thanksgiving, I'm
always ready to give thanks for that wonderful book.
And it does come down to Thanksgiving! The "eu" in
eukharistos is the Greek word for "good." The second part
of the word is rooted in the word kharis- which is "grace"!
And putting the two words together, we have the word
used by all those who spoke Greek 2,000 years ago, including the apostles, for giving thanks. We have thanksgiving.
The question of what to pray at Thanksgiving
becomes so much simpler when we realize the word
eucharist, which has complicated relations between so
many Christian fellowships, helps us become one around

~ r e was sometl)ing wonderfully
subversive when the first Chris~ians got
together to .eat, because they sat down
together at the same table to do it.

a single table when we translate it simply for what it is:
Thanksgiving.
In the last supper and the feeding of the five thousand
we see Jesus giving thanks using this very word. (See Luke
22:19, John 6:11, and 1 Corinthians 11:24, for instance.)
Eucharist is giving thanks! And what exactly were the early
Christians giving thanks for at those first communions? The
fact that they were getting something to eat!
The gap between the very rich in the Roman Empire
and everybody else was abysmal, as in a great abyss that
could not be bridged.
Except by Christ. And Christians.
Many people lived hand to mouth . Many people were
slaves . Economic and class lines separated people in the
ancient world. Jew did not eat with Greek. Slave did not
eat with free. Men did not eat with women. Rich did not
eat with poor. But the early Christians gathered around
one table for their Eucharist, their Thanksgiving meal,
which was a daily occurrence. They had to. Otherwise
they might not eat.
Typically, the Roman household, which had a husband
and wife at its head, included children, grandchildren,
aunts, uncles, cousins, servants, slaves, artisans, and
poets, all working together as one economy on whatever
product they produced. Because daily prayers were
offered to the god that blessed their craft, newly baptized
Christians could no longer pray to that god. Instead they
gathered together to form new economies of their own,
the Household of God, with new rules.
We see this intentional creation of new family at the
first thanksgiving service, a Passover meal now called the
Last Supper. Passover was a religious ceremony that did
not require clergy-it required family and food. People,
like Jesus and the disciples, who were far from home and

hearth, made preparations to eat with people who mattered, like each other, when they couldn't be around family. Why do we think that there were 13 individuals around
a somber table, when there may well have been many
more? The Beloved Disciple was there, after all, and he
wasn't one of the 12. It was, I believe, a much more joyous gathering than what is usually depicted. Only Jesus
seemed to know he was going to die soon. I also believe
there was even a child present to ask the all-important
Passover question, "Why is this night different from all
other nights?" Remember, Mary, the mother of the gospel
writer Mark, owned the upper room where that meal was
observed, which suggests to me that Mark might have
been there. I believe he then followed Jesus at a distance
to Gethsemane, where he appears as the young person
who runs away after Jesus is arrested, without his cloak.
My mentor, Graydon F. Snyder, has shown how the
murals in early Christian households illustrated the Love
Feast in terms of the Feeding of the Five Thousand (there
are the right number of loaves and fishes in the pictures),
and Grady makes it clear that women are the ones administering this communion meal.
The fact that women were important leaders in the
early church is confirmed by the report of Pliny the
Younger, governor of Bithinia in Asia Minor. Around the
year 112, he investigated the Christians in his district by
torturing two church leaders, who were both female
slaves and also deacons. He discovered only that the
Christians met on a certain day before dawn to sing to
Christ as if he were a god, and then reassembled later to
eat a meal together. He emphasized the food they ate was
very ordinary.
But then again, the love feast, and Thanksgiving dinner, aren't about adventurous cooking, but familiar smells,
sights, and tastes!
There was something wonderfully subversive when the
first Christians got together to eat, because they sat down
together at the same table to do it. Even the dead were
symbolically included. The Refrigerium, a special sort of
thanksgiving meal, was held on the anniversary of a loved
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ust as these fragments were scattered over
the hills and then gathered into one loaf, so gather
your fellowship from the boundaries of the earth
into your kingdom. ·

one's passing to demonstrate that those who had died were
still part of the family.
And certainly at our own Thanksgiving meals we are
willing to share laughter and a tear, remembering those
who are dear to us who may not be physically present that
year at the table.
To my way of thinking, Eucharist, Thanksgiving, Grace,
happens when we come together as one around the table,
bridging lines of generation, economics, and outlook that
normally separate us.
When I think about the history of the Brethren and their
arguments over the "right way" to perform love feast (ask
any congregation how they do love feast and they'll tell you:
"The normal way"), maybe we should give thanks that,
when it comes to being together in the name of Jesus, it's
not as hard as we make it out to be. Every time we break
bread together, whether it's two friends getting together at
the diner, a formal dinner with the new in-laws, sitting down
at a fancy restaurant with friends, family, or people we may
not especially like but ought to, or with the smell of turkey,
mashed potatoes, and gravy wafting through the air, or to
have beef, bread, and broth at the love feast, or even a simple bread and cup celebration, it's all a preview of the wedding feast of the Lamb.
This means all we have to do is sit down, fold our
hands, bow our heads, and, in the words of Mark Twain,
speaking through Huckleberry Finn, prepare to "wait for
the widow to tuck down her head and grumble a little over
the victuals, though there warn't really anyth ing the matter
with them." Then we can set down to love, laughter, and
good eating.
Because whatever we do, Jesus is present! And God is God!
And that is something truly worth giving thanks for.
Having come all this way, and keeping in mind the idea
of good grace as thanksgiving, good eating, all of us gathered together around the table, creating family out of whole
cloth to suit ourselves, the image of the loaf of bread at the
heart of communion, I want to suggest that the best prayer
for Thanksgiving, praising God for being God, might be one
of the earliest.
There's an ancient Christian document known as the
Didache (dih-dah-key), which may date from the first century. It gives rules for life and worship for the Christian community and includes prayers for the love feast. I would
translate and combine the end of the prayer over the broken
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bread, with the beginning of the thanksgiving that follows
the Love Feast, like this:
"We give thanks to you, our Father,
for the life and knowledge you
have made known to us
through Jesus, your servant.
Yours is the glory forever!
Just as these fragments were scattered
over the hills and then
gathered into one loaf,
so gather your fellowship
from the boundaries of the earth
into your kingdom.
Because yours is the glory and the power
Through Jesus Christ forever!
We give thanks to you, Holy Father,
for your Holy Name
which you have encamped in our hearts,
And for the knowledge and faith and resurrection
which you have made known to us
through Jesus your servant.
Yours is the glory forever!
You, all-powerful ruler, created all things
for the sake of your name.
You gave us food and drink to enjoy,
so we would have something to thank you for.
Now you have given us spiritual food and drink
and life eternal through your servant!
For all this we give you thanks because
yours is the power
and yours is the glory forever! Amen!
This is not a bad Thanksgiving grace. Print it out on a
card, give everyone their part. Some will read haltingly,
some fluidly, but for God it's all the same.
I mentioned earlier that on Passover, the youngest person present (notice that children are expected to sit down
and participate at the Passover table, unlike some churches
that exclude children for no particularly good reason) asks,
"Why is this night different from all other nights?"
Maybe because we're finally going to get over ourselves. n!
Frank Ramirez is the pastor of the Everett (Pa.) Church of the Brethren.

f the Church

by Christy Waltersdorff

werechrist 1an

D

o you ever choose to read a book based
solely on the title? I like provocative titles,
such as: Death by Chocolate, The Immoral Bible,
Running with Scissors, Saving Jesus from those who are
Right, The Unnecessary Pastor, Jesus Freak, and my favorite: Mennonite in a Little Black Dress.
And then there's If the Church Were Christian. The
author, Indiana Quaker Philip Gulley, who spoke at Annual
Conference in Grand Rapids this summer, raises some profound and maybe even controversial questions in this book.
"If the church were Christian," he writes, "affirming our
potential would be more important that condemning our
brokenness. If the church were Christian, reconciliation
would be valued over judgment. If the church were
Christian, gracious behavior would be more important that
right belief. If the church were Christian, meeting needs
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would be more important than maintaining institutions. If
the church were Christian, peace would be more important
than power. If the church were Christian, it would care
more about love and less about sex. If the church were
Christian, the Apostle Paul might say, it would look more
like Jesus."
In the first 11 chapters of Romans, Paul explains that
God's grace is extended to Jews and Gentiles, to the insiders and the outsiders. He challenges them to understand
that they are the body of Christ. He shares his belief in the
importance of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. This letter, often referred to as the gospel of grace,
is the premier document of Paul's theology.
Chapter 12 gets down to the practicalities. If all of this is
true, what difference does it make in the lives of the people? Here is what Paul writes at the beginning of the chap-
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FOLLOWING JESUS IS A RADICAL WAY OF LIFE; IT IS A
SUBVERSIVE WAY OF LIFE; IT IS AN UNUSUAL WAY OF
LIFE. IF YOU ARE TOO CONCERNED WITH WHAT
OTHERS IN THE DOMINANT CULTURE THINK, AND IF
YOUR MAIN GOAL IN LIFE IS TO BE LIKE EVERYONE
ELSE, THEN YOU ARE IN THE WRONG PLACE.

ter, from the Message paraphrase. "So here's what I want
you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary
life-your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walkingaround life-and place it before God as an offering. Don't
become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit in
without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God.
You'll be changed from the inside out."
Of course, Paul is concerned with the state of their
souls. But he is equally concerned about the state of their
lives. He wants to make it perfectly clear that if you claim
to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, then your life will show it.
If your faith is based on the gospel of Christ, then you will
be transformed from the inside out. Your behavior, your
words, your interaction with others-everything you do
and say should reflect the grace of Christ.
Paul is giving the Romans-and us-the practical, ethical implications of accepting God's grace. You may think
Paul's list of do's and don'ts sounds like a nice reminder of
how we should behave. But if you read it closely you will
see that it is actually rather danCheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford
gerous and subversive. Paul's
understanding of how to live is
based on the model of Jesus, so
you can be sure it will be countercultural. We are called to practice
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(NOAC) iii September. Gulley also spoke
at Annual Cqnference in Grand Rapids. ·
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what Jesus preached, and that isn't always easy.
We read over and over again in scripture that God's
people are called to be "set apart" from the culture in
which they live. They are called to be "in the world but not
of the world." Probably the most dramatic interpretation
of that call would be found in the Amish way of life. For
centuries they have adamantly maintained a lifestyle outside of the cultural norms, some of which is to be admired
and some to be questioned.
I don't think Paul is telling us we need to revert to the
ways of the Amish or even our own Brethren ancestors,
who were often called "a peculiar people" by their neighbors. In every generation, the church faces the challenge
of articulating and living out its life as a distinct community within the context of the larger culture. In chapter 12,
Paul offers us a list of the core values on which everything
we do as a family of faith should be built.
"Be genuine in love. Stay away from evil. Don't quit in
hard times. Help the needy. Show hospitality." That

doesn't sound so hard, does it?
"Bless your enemies." Uh-oh, maybe this isn't as easy
as we thought. "If your enemy is hungry, feed him."
Okay, this could be a problem.
I wonder how many congregations see themselves as
"alternative communities" these days. I am not even sure ·
how many in the Church of the Brethren would want to be
known as peculiar people.
"It appears that many churches have become so comfortable with the world that they have lost their identity as
an alternative community," says Eleazar Fernandez, author
and professor at United Theological Seminary of the Twin
Cities. "Driven by the desire for relevance and seduced by
the much-coveted three Bs of success-building, budget,
bodies-churches have played footsie with the dominant
culture without realizing soon enough that they have
accepted the culture of domination, privilege, accumulation, and consumption. Worship is confused with marketing techniques, stewardship with fund-raising, spirituality
with meditation techniques, vitality with growth, and ministry with programs and services."
We are called to promote life-giving relationships, to
exhibit vibrant hospitality, to treat one another with energetic love, and to work for peace and justice. As hard as it
is to be different in our society, we are called to live by a
unique standard-the standard of Christ. And people and
communities who choose a different way are often punished by the dominant culture.
Goshen College is a
Mennonite school in
Indiana. They have
decided that the
national anthem will
not be played before
sporting events at the
school. They don't
believe the words that
celebrate "the rockets'
red glare and bombs bursting in air" are in accord with
their Christian beliefs of pacifism and hospitality. Many
people outside that community have criticized the school
and labeled it "unpatriotic." But I admire the leaders of
Goshen College for taking a stand for their faith and
beliefs. You can be sure they will be vilified by those who
live by a different standard.
It isn't always easy to live as Christ calls us to live, but
the apostle Paul doesn't give us much leeway. He doesn't
say you can be kind of loving, or sort of respectful of others. He says don't seek revenge; that isn't your job. He
says, "Bless your enemies, live in harmony, and serve the
Lord." He doesn't say this is how you should act just on
Sundays or when you are with other Christians. He says it
is our way of life all day, every day.

Paul has pretty high expectations. As he should, because
when we claim to live in covenant relationship with God
and with each other, we have chosen a new life in the old
world. We have chosen to be massively and completely
transformed.
Following Jesus is a radical way of life; it is a subversive way of life; it is an unusual way of life. If you are too
concerned with what others in the dominant culture think,
and if your main goal in life is to be like everyone else,
then you are in the wrong place. But if you are willing to
take on the difficult journey of faith, if you are willing to be
gracious to yourself and others, if you have received the
undeserved grace of God and want to live surrounded by
that grace, then you are in the right place, and we will
stumble along this path together.
Notice that Paul didn't begin his letter with this list of
seemingly impossible demands. He tells the people what
is expected only after he has made his theological point.
"God is love," he writes over and over again. "We are the
recipients of the amazing grace of God. Here is how we
live as grateful recipients. This is what it looks like when
Christians live their lives drenched in the grace of God."
So, do we look like the church Christ calls us to be? As
individual congregations? As a denomination?
If the church were Christian, we would spend less time
labeling people and more time getting to know them.
If the church were Christian, we wouldn't emulate the
divisiveness and anger of our political parties, but would

AS HARD AS IT IS TO BE DIFFERENT IN OUR
SOCIETY, WE ARE CALLED TO LIVE BY A UNIQUE
STANDARD- THE STANDARD OF CHRIST.

instead model forbearance and open-minded debate.
If the church were Christian, we wouldn't wallow in a
culture of fear but would introduce a culture of joy and
gratitude.
If the church were Christian, we wouldn't spend so
much time forcing everyone to believe the same thing, but
would instead spend time in civil discussion, sharing our
viewpoints and listening carefully to our sisters and brothers who may have other perspectives.
If the church were Christian, we would worship Christ
and not money, not power, not ego.
If the church were Christian, Christ would rejoice! li!
Christy Waltersdorf/ is pastor of the York Center Church of the Brethren in
Lombard, Ill.
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REFLECTIONS ON 1 CORINTHIANS 12

C

onsider this parable.
Theodore is a bull. One autumn afternoon Theodore was feeling content,
serenely pacing the perimeter of his pen
while reciting Shakespeare. Poetry was a positive and creative way for Theodore to remain
mild-tempered. (He actually preferred to crochet as a means of nurturing his peaceful
demeanor, but his arthritis had been acting
up, and poetry was always a sufficient substitute for keeping his nerves cool.)
Theodore was in the middle of a soliloquy when he noticed something out of
place in his pen. Freezing in curiosity at
first, Theodore thought his mind was playing silly tricks. He blinked a few times and
then took a long, hard look at what
appeared to be another bull in his pen.
Before jumping to any rash conclusions,
Theodore tried to imagine what his courtappointed therapist would say in this situation, but he was too busy analyzing this
other bull. He didn't notice his nostrils
begin to flare. As it always did, the anger
which began in his nose slowly spread to
the rest of his body. He developed a twitch
in the corner of his mouth. His eyebrows
furrowed, his eyes opened wide, his ears
stiffened, and his shoulders grew tense.
Suddenly, every muscle in his 1,700-pound
body was seething with ferocity-well,
except for his tail, which cheerfully swung
the same as it did when he was imagining
himself as Hamlet only moments earlier.
The anger moved from his nose to his

toes, until he was clopping around and
scraping the dusty ground. Clearly,
Theodore was no longer frozen in curiosity. What's more, he soon noticed that the
other bull was mimicking his every move,
which made him angrier still. He realized
he was on his way to trouble.
Unfortunately, his anger tended to thwart
his otherwise normal ability to reason. And
all that mattered to Theodore at that
moment was the other bull in his pen.
Theodore faced the other bull and the
other bull faced him. Theodore took a bold
first step toward the other, and so did the
other bull. He started moving like a tiger in
tall grass, and so did the other bull.
Theodore picked up his momentum from a
brisk stride to a vigorous power-walk, but
so did the other bull. Each time Theodore
raised the stakes, the other bull matched it,
until eventually Theodore couldn't go any
faster. He lowered his head, preparing for
the collision, and pointing his horns
toward the other bull, when all of a sudden
he had a shocking thought.
He dug his hooves into the dirt,. trying
desperately to slow down, and soon was
enveloped in a huge cloud of dust. As luck
would have it, the other bull had made the
same realization at exactly the same
moment, so both bulls were sliding toward
one another, hoping to prevent the collision. It did not look like Theodore would
stop in time, but he did-just barely.
As he sat waiting for the dust to settle, he

noticed that he was very close to the other
bull-close enough for a caterpillar to crawl
from Theodore's nose to the other bull's nose.
Unfortunately, the cloud of dust was so thick
Theodore couldn't even see his own nose.
Eventually, Theodore's breathing returned
to normal, his racing heart slowed, and the
dust cloud settled. He stared tranquilly into
the eyes in front of him. They stared back.
He could see his own reflection.
The story could end here, with Theodore
peacefully staring at himself in a mirror, but
then it wouldn't be a parable/"pair o' bull."
I found myself waiting for the dust to
settle after the often contentious Annual
Conference in Grand Rapids this summer.
As it settled, I began to wonder if there are
two-or perhaps more-bulls in our pen
(our denomination.)

good of body. There is a dependency and
interconnectedness because of their ability
to function differently.
It is my hope that the various parts of
our denomination can begin to recognize
and appreciate one another in ways that
are healthy for the whole body. It may be a
long and difficult journey, but I believe it
can be done. We are creative enough to
generate constructive ideas. We are courageous enough to collaborate without compromising who we are. We are wise
enough to discern who we are in relation
to the "other" and know how we can con-

THEODORE FACED THE OTHER BULL AND THE OTHER BULL
FACED HIM. THEODORE TOOK A BOLD FIRST STEP TOWARD
THE OTHER, AND SO DID THE OTHER BULL.
My favorite scripture causes me to reflect
upon the diversity in our church. Each part
of the body performs a different function,
experiences the world differently, and has
different perspectives on how to relate to
the body. If the body lived entirely from the
perspective of the feet, it would be all walk
and no talk. And although the foot and the
mouth don't hang out very often, they both
serve their own useful purposes for the

tinue to be different members of one body.
We can work toward recognizing and
appreciating our unique attributes and our
unique perspectives, regarding one another with respect and dignity. Or, giving in to
ignorance and shortsightedness, we can
crash foolishly into "the other" in our pen.
It's up to us. How will our parable end? li!
Dylan Haro is a student at Bethany Theological Seminary in Richmond, Ind. He
is originally from San Diego, Calif.
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Restoring
relationships
through accountability
by Joshua Brockway

T e , e a,e a few passages of sc,;ptu,e that wa,-

1 ~~nt a name of their own. Such texts serve a key

role, both within the Bible itself and the Christian tradition.
Sometimes we identify these scriptures by their content,
such as the ten commandments (Exodus 20:1-17), or the
love chapter (I Corinthians 13). Equally as often, some texts
come to be known by their location within the scriptures.
These well-loved portions of scripture, such as John 3:16 or
Psalm 23, direct us to read the passage itself, encountering
each insight anew with each reading.
For Brethren, two texts-Matthew 18 and 1 Corinthians
11-stand out among the rest for their organizing role in our
tradition . Though they lack the inspirational spark of other
memorable passages, these texts set before us a vision of
relational practices and the accountability that emerges from
them . They have served as guides to our shared life in various ways and forms, but are most easily associated with the
seasons of love feast, either through the historic deacon
visit or the current practice of a time of self-examination
before the ordinance.
Armchair historians of the Brethren and attentive students
of societies and communities often remind us that these two
texts together have justified abuses of persons in the name
of church unity. In practice, these texts have been the scriptural basis for tightening communal boundaries and exiling
those who challenge those bounds. At times, these limits
have been based on spiritual concerns, while at others they
have been more social in nature. In essence, those in positions of power within the community have often coe rced
their peers to rigid and at times unfounded strictures in the
name of these texts.
Yet, these are the dark sides of our history. Abuses are
potentially present regardless of the practice. Within any formative practice, we must consider what values are being
communicated, and assess if the means are achieving the
ends. This is especial ly the case each time we invoke
Matthew 18 or 1 Corinthians 11.
In Matthew 18:15-20, Jesus outlines a pattern for church
organization. In fact, these verses contain the few examples of
the actual word church (ecclesia) in the Gospels. Without

■

Messenger November 2011

establishing a judicial branch or bureaucratic structure for
appeals, Jesus makes clear that offense and accountability are
relational in nature. In other words, the responsibility for
actions and raising concerns falls to individuals themselves.
The very nature of sin, as seen in this passage, is an action that
breaks the relationship between those in the body of Christ.
Without cataloging a list of specific sins to be confronted,
Jesus simply calls us to work closely at the broken relationship
in order to restore communion between sisters and brothers.
It is only after all interpersonal routes have been exhausted
that the church community is to be involved. Even then, if the
community decides that the relationship is beyond repair and
a more permanent separation must occur, the work does not
end. Then, the person is not to be shunned-as has been the
case in Anabaptist communities-but is to be prayed for and
evangelized just as though they were an unbeliever. Absent
from this process is Matthew's frequent image of persons
being sent out to where "there will be wailing and gnashing
of teeth." Rather, these persons are still reachable; it is simply
that the strategy shifts from an internal dispute resolution to
a process of external evangelization.
Two things become clear in this text. First, it is not a punitive process. Rather than a step toward excommunication, it
is a shared project for restoration and reconci liation . When
sin breaks relationships between persons, it is imperative
that the communion be restored. Secondly, this is deeply
connected to and reveals the way God restores the relationship between Creator and created. It is God who comes to
us to repair the breach of sin. The mission of God is t o reconcile all things to himself (Colossians 1:20) just as one in
the community approaches another. Punishment is not even
an option within this vision of church life; rather, restoration
is the operative posture. It is simply approached differently
based on the relationship of the persons to the church itself.
Such a reading of Matthew 18 is made clearer when set
alongside Paul's confrontation of the Corinthian Christians
regarding their table etiquette. When we Brethren read the
text of chapter 11 before we begin washing feet, we
assume that "discerning the body of Christ" (v. 29) means
an assessment of our personal spiritual state. Yet, when we

JESUS MAKES CLEAR THAT OFFENSE AND ACCOUNTABILITY ARE
RELATIONAL IN NATURE. IN OTHER WORDS, THE RESPONSIBILITY
FOR ACTIONS AND RAISING CONCERNS FALLS TO INDIVIDUALS
THEMSELVES. THE VERY NATURE OF SIN, AS SEEN IN THIS PASSAGE,
IS AN ACTION THAT BREAKS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THOSE IN
THE BODY OF CHRIST.
read the whole of the chapter we are reminded that Paul's
concern is that the practice is not matching the vision of
the kingdom of God. It is not that some have sinned irreparably, but that persons are not conducting church life in
harmony with what is proclaimed in the meal. Instead,
social class, confusion, and disregard for sisters and brothers define the communal gathering.
Alan and Eleanor Kreider state this aspect of Paul's rebuke
perfectly: "The meal could not be the Lord's Supper unless
the body of Christ that participated in it was Christlike, with a
life that manifested equality and justice before the God they
worshipped" ( Worship and Mission After Christendom,
98-99). Here again, the Christian community must practice its
shared life in ways that reflect the ways of God. In the case of
the Corinthian meal, Paul is clear that God's restoration of
relationships shows no regard for social status, individual
merit, or ethnicity. Rather, the practice of the meal was a realization of God's grace, which constitutes the community itself.
By gathering under that grace, the church has the opportunity to order itself according the God's own actions. That
has often been the struggle of the church throughout time.
In each age, Christian elites have redefined these passages
of scripture not as actual communal practices but as spiritualized ideals. Matthew 18 is rolled out as a means to establish doctrinal or ethical purity, and 1 Corinthians 11 is trumpeted as a call to limit the correct understandings of the
ordinance of the Lord's supper. Both readings, however,
mask the hard relational work explicit in the texts them-

selves. In spiritualizing them, the church has ignored the
self-critical assessment that occurs in making sure relationships and church order reflect the mission of God.
Brethren historian and theologian Don Durnbaugh
reminds us in his book The Believers' Church that Martin
Luther quickly turned away from the hard work of ordering
his reformed church around a vision of mutuality, self-discipline, and accountability (second edition, 3-4). Instead, he
opted for the power of the state to control the boundaries of
the church, uniting it geographically rather than relationally.
He took away the practical ordering of the church in
Matthew 18 and ceded the process of restoration and
accountability to a spiritualized vision of state-established
boundaries and rules.
Brethren, on the other hand, strive to live into the visions
of these two scriptures. The root of each of these is the reconciliation of God in our daily actions as the church, and.not
hoping the state will maintain order. This reconciliation is
best expressed in the accountable relationships that emerge
through the authentic process of restoration portrayed in
Matthew 18, and through the equally authentic practice of
the ritual life of the church.
Without these regular reminders that our manner of living together should reflect and embody the nature of God's
mission to humanity, ours is a false expression of the body
of Christ.ll!
Joshua Brockway is director of spiritual life and discipleship for the Church of the Brethren.
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Board makes decision to cease operating
Conference Center at New Windsor
The Church of the Brethren Mission and Ministry
Board has determined that "operating the New
Windsor Conference Center is not in alignment
with the directional goals of our strategic plan
and not financially sustainable." The decision
was made through a consensus process during
the board's regular fall meeting at the General
Offices in Elgin, Ill.
The board's decision is not about the Brethren
Service Center property as a whole nor the other
ministries located at the Brethren Service Center
in New Windsor, Md.
The board has directed the general secretary
to develop and implement plans to cease
Conference Center operations as soon as is
practical.
The general secretary and executive staff are
in close conversation with partner organizations
at the Brethren Service Center about the decision
to cease operations of the Conference Center.
Those conversations will include continuing
needs for hospitality for the many volunteers that
serve at the Material Resources program, IMA
World Health, and SERRV.
Financial background of the decision includes
previous board consideration of the viability of
the Conference Center dating back to 2007 and
previous years.
The Conference Center is a self-funded ministry
and has been hit hard by the national economic
downturn, beginning in 2008 and continuing
through 2011. The past four years have seen
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annual financial losses at the Conference Center,
this year already close to $145,000. The
Conference Center's net asset balance has been
in negative territory for some years. As of Aug.
31 it exceeds $660,000. These financial losses
reflect a continuing annual fall in number of
nights of occupancy at the Conference Center
and number of meals eaten in the Conference
Center's dining facility.
During the discussion of the New Windsor
Conference Center, board members expressed
concern for the effects of their decision on staff
and on the wider Church of the Brethren, as well
as ecumenical partners. The board recognized the
tremendous place the Conference Center has held
in the denomination, and members expressed
concern for those in the church and beyond who
have a passion for the Brethren Service Center.
Board members spoke with deep appreciation for
efforts of staff to mitigate expenses of the
Conference Center, which were characterized as
"heroic," and how staff has cared for needs of
Brethren Service Center partners.
The board discussion also called for clear recognition that the Conference Center ceasing
operations does not mean that other ministries at
the Brethren Service Center will cease operations. Other ministries at the Brethren Service
Center include Brethren Disaster Ministries,
Children's Disaster Services, Material Resources,
On Earth Peace, SERRV, IMA World Health, and
the Mid-Atlantic District Office.

The Mission and
Ministry Board received
extensive reporting
about the financial
situation of the New
Windsor Conference
Center before making its
decision. Shown here is
a chart of the net asset
balance and net income/
expense for the
Conference Center in
recent years.

Brethren representative attends
UN conference in Germany
From Sept. 3-5, over 1,400 citizens from 70 different countries
came together in Bonn, Germany, at the 64th United Nations
DPI/NGO Conference. On Dec. 5, the UN General Assembly
will consider a resolution declaring 2012 the Year of
International Volunteers. The volunteer citizen will be at the
heart of sustainable development from this day forward.
Brethren will not need a UN resolution to become volunteers,
for volunteering remains a core value in Brethren commitments
to love, peace, and justice. I felt a familiar comfort in the roundtable discussions on the "Role of Civil Societies in a Fast Changing
World" and workshops such as the one on "Strengthening Social
Cohesion through Voluntary Civil Engagement."
I gathered new information at workshops on "Sustainable
Farming in El Salvador" and "Unknown Volunteers," which I
deemed helpful to understanding gender, war, and poverty.
Three shorts films produced by ATD Fourth World, set in
Guatemala, France, and Rwanda, depicted the relationship of
poverty and gender, and the correlation between war, peace,
and development.
A big disappointment was that human rights were hardly
mentioned, and there was a shortage of participation by the
corporate world. A sustainable developed future will depend
heavily on the responsive policies of industry acting in concert
with governments, plus citizen volunteers.
This conference was the beginning of international discussion on building "Sustainable Societies, Responsive Citizens."
The conversation will continue in Rio de Janeiro in June 2012,
where projections are for upwards of 50,000 people to attend.
I was struck by a moment during the opening ceremony in

Bonn. A young girl of
13 put her hands over
the mouth of the mayor
and told him, "Stop
talking. Start acting ."
Whether 1,400 or
50,000 people gather
for a conference, it will
not make a dime's
worth of difference if
no actions are taken
from these meetings to Doris Abdullah, the Church of the
Brethren representative to the United
reduce poverty,
Nations, was one of 1,400 citizens from 70
empower women, stop
countries attending the United Nations
racism and gender disDPI/NGO Conference on the topic
crimination, find a solu- "Sustainable Societies, Responsive
Citizens: Commit-Encourage-Volunteer."
tion to lessen dependency on carbon energy, stop the selling of weapons to the underdeveloped world,
respect justice, and respect all life.
Some have said that volunteer is a term that means nothing to people in less developed countries. However, all societies value helping their neighbor, when the neighbor is in
trouble and cannot do for themselves. For volunteering is an
action taken by one person on the behalf of another, and is
not just talk.- Doris Abdullah
Doris Abdullah is the Church of the Brethren representative to the United Nations, and chair of
the UN NGOs' Human Rights Sub-Committee for the Elimination of Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia, and Related Intoleran ce.

Peace Corps partners with University of La Verne College of Law
The University of La Verne (Calif.) College of
Law has entered into a partnership with the
Peace Corps, establishing the first Fellows/
USA partnership in the nation to exclusively
offer a law degree. Fellows/USA is a graduate fellowship program that offers financial
assistance and degree-related internships to
Returned Peace Corps Volunteers (RPCVs).
Under the program, RPCVs enrolled at
ULV's College of Law will participate in
"externships" with local public interest organizations, or participate in one of the law school's
two clinics, where they will use the cross-cultural, language, and leadership skills developed in the Peace Corps to assist in providing
legal services to people who cannot afford
attorneys.
La Verne Law Fellows will have the
opportunity to direct their talents toward
advocating for children's and workers' rights,

disabilities services, and public defenders'
services, or combating human trafficking and
slavery, among other important issues.
"The Peace Corps is delighted to have the
University of La Verne College of Law as a
partner in the Fellows/USA program," said
Peace Corps director Aaron S. Williams. "This
new partnership not only opens doors to an
enriching law school opportunity at a reduced
cost, it also enables returned Peace Corps volunteers to continue their work in public service
through meaningful internships in underserved
American communities. Experience overseas,
combined with a law degree, positions a Peace
Corps Fellow well for all future endeavors."
Besides building their professional skills
through externships, selected Fellows also will
also receive as much as $4,500 per year in
financial aid. For more information, visit www.
peacecorps.gov/fellows.
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Theme announced for 2012 Annual Conference
The theme for next year's Annual Conference of the Church of
kingdom life, and finally was crucified. Three days later, he
the Brethren has been announced: "Continuing the work of
was raised. And now, perhaps moments before his ascension
Jesus. Peacefully. Simply. Together" (Matthew 28:19-20). The
into Heaven, Jesus gives the disciples this instruction, words
that will serve the Brethren as the theme verses for the 2012
Conference will take place in St. Louis, Mo., July 7-11, 2012.
Annual Conference: 'Go therefore and
The Annual Conference officers
make disciples of all nations, baptizing
are inviting Brethren to join them
them in the name of the Father and of
in prayer on Wednesday mornings
at 8 a.m. (each in their own time
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that I
zone) until the start of next year's
have commanded you. And remember,
Conference. The officers have proI am with you always, to the end of the
vided an online prayer calendar
age' (Matthew 28:19-20, NRSV).
guide for this time of prayer each
"As 2012 Annual Conference moderweek at www.cobannualconferator, I look forward to hearing stories of
ence.org/StLouis/Annual_
how the Brethren are 'Continuing the
Conference_Prayer_Guide.pdf.
work of Jesus' in our congregations
"The Great Commission of
Matthew 28:19-20 stands at an
Moderator Tim Harvey at 2011 Annual Conference around the world," Harvey's statement
concludes. "Along the way to St. Louis,
important intersection of New
Testament faith," writes moderator Tim Harvey in his theme
we will be reminded of the way Brethren of years past continued the work of Jesus in their time. And I will strive to challenge
statement. "Jesus has just completed his earthly ministry, a
all of us to greater faithfulness. The world needs the testimony
time when his life and teaching gave evidence of another kingof Jesus. Brothers and Sisters, let us dedicate ourselves to
dom among us. This kingdom is hidden from those who will
not see, and yet made clearly present through his life and min- 'Continuing the work of Jesus. Peacefully. Simply. Together."'
Find the moderator's statement and more information
istry. Jesus taught, healed, felt deep sorrow at the suffering of
others, confronted injustice, invited other persons into this
about Annual Conference at www.brethren.org/ac.

PERSONNEL MOVES
Carol Bowman, coordinator of stewardship formation for the Church of the
Brethren, resigned her position at the
end of July after close to 13 years of
employment with the denomination.
She began employment with the church
in 1998, as a half-time member of the
Congregational Life Team in Area 5.
Gerald Karn began Aug. 1 as director
of Buildings and Grounds at the
Brethren Service Center in New
Windsor, Md. He most recently worked
at Vindobona Nursing Home in
Braddock Heights, Md.
Shelly Potts, director of the New
Windsor (Md.) Conference Center at the
Brethren Service Center, resigned effective Aug. 12 this year to accept a position with another organization. She
began her second term of employment
at the center in 2009.
Scott Douglas begins Jan. 1 in the
newly created position of chief operating
and compliance officer (COCO) for
Brethren Benefit Trust. He continues as
director of the Brethren Pension Plan
and Employee Financial Services. He has
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served BBT in that position since 2009.
German Gongora started Sept. 19 as
programmer ana lyst and technology
support specialist for Brethren Benefit
Trust. He brings over 20 years of technology experience to this new role at
BBT, most recently working as a consultant in Naperville, Ill.
John McGough started July 1 as
chief financial officer for Brethren
Benefit Trust. He brings over 25 years of
financial experience to the position. His
most recent position was in Rockford,
111., where he served as vice president of
Treasury Management for Harris N.A.
Elizabeth Keller has resigned as
director of admissions at Bethany
Theological Seminary, effective Nov. 25.
She has held the position of director of
admissions since July 1, 2008.
Monica Rice has joined the
Advancement Department at Bethany
Theological Seminary as administrative
assistant and coordinator of congregational relations, as of Sept. 1. She is a
2011 graduate of Bethany, and previously served on the denominational staff.

Cindy Laprade Lattimer has been
cal led to fill a vacancy on the Annual
Conference Program and Arrangements
Committee. Thomas Dowdy, elected to
the committee by the 2011 Annual
Conference, has resigned his position.
J. Colleen Michael begins a quartertime position as district executive fo r
Oregon Washington District on Jan. 1.
She is a member of Wenatchee (Wash.)
Brethren-Baptist Church United. Joe and
Merry Roy have filled the role of interim
district executives in a volunteer capacity
and wi ll continue through Dec. 31.
Hector Perez-Borges began Oct. 1 as
associate district executive in Atlantic
Southeast District, serving the Puerto Rico
churches. He was licensed in 2003 and
ordained in 2006 at Cristo El Senor Iglesia
de los Hermanos in Vega Baja, P.R., where
he has served as pastor since 2004.
Ronald E. Wyrick began a term as
interim district executive for
Shenandoah District part-time on Aug.
15, transitioning to full-time Nov. 1. He
has been pastor of Harrisonburg (Va.)
First Church of the Brethren.

UPCOMINGEVENTS
Nov. 4-5 Children's Disaster
Services (CDS) Volunteer
Workshop, Tulsa, Okla.
Steve Mason, director of Brethren Benefit
Trust's socially responsible investing
initiatives, along with partner Boston
Common Asset Management, is
applauding the energy company
ConocoPhillips for its recent revisions to a
Human Rights Position to specifically
address and honor the rights of
indigenous peoples in areas where the
company conducts its business.

ConocoPhillips commits to indigenous
peoples' rights with support from BBT
Energy company ConocoPhillips recently
announced that it revised its Human
Rights Position to specifically address
and honor the rights of indigenous peoples in areas where the company conducts its business. Stakeholders, led by
Brethren Benefit Trust (BBT) and Boston
Common Asset Management, have
worked closely with the company on this
issue and applauded the company for this
important public statement in support of
the rights of indigenous peoples.
ConocoPhillips'
Human Rights
Position now states
that the company's
approach to indigenous communities in
locations where they
are an important
stakeholder group for
the company's operations "is consistent
with the principles of
the International
Labor Organization
Convention 169, concerning Indigenous
and Tribal Peoples,
and the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples."
The multi-billion dollar oil company is
one of the first energy companies to adopt
such a commitment. "ConocoPhillips positions itself as a leader among its peers by

publicly affirming the human rights of
indigenous peoples," said Steve Mason,
director of BBT's socially responsible
investing initiatives. "We, the stakeholders, have appreciated the opportunity to
work with the company and to offer our
perspective for the company's consideration. We also affirm the company's willingness to engage the stakeholders and to
consider our perspective."
The United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous
Peoples, which was
adopted by the
General Assembly in
2007, includes 46 articles of conduct that
address matters such
as land ownership
(including the right to
seek compensation
for territories that
were seized in the
past), political representation, cultural
preservation rights,
and more. Similarly,
the Convention
Concerning
Indigenous and Tribal
Peoples in Independent Countries, which
was adopted by the General Conference of
the International Labor Organization in
1989, encourages the adoption of a litany
of rights related to land, government protection, and self-expression.

Nov. 4 Fall Campus Visit
Day, Bethany Theological
Seminary, Richmond, Ind.
Nov. 6 National Junior
High Sunday
Nov. 11-12 CDS Volunteer
Workshop, Somerset (Pa.)
Church of the Brethren
Nov. 12 Deacon Training,
Lakeview Church of the
Brethren, Brethren, Mich.
Nov. 13 Stewardship
Sunday
Nov. 18-19 Brethren
Benefit Trust Board
Meeting
Nov. 24 Thanksgiving Day
Nov. 27 First Sunday of
Advent
Nov. 28-30 Ecumenical
Stewardship Center 2011
Leadership Seminar, St.
Pete Beach, Fla.
Dec. 1 AIDS Awareness
Day
Dec. 4 Second Sunday of
Advent, Advent Offering
Emphasis
Dec. 10 Human Rights
Day
Dec. 1 1 Third Sunday of
Advent
·
Dec. 18 Fourth Sunday of
Advent
Dec. 25 Christmas Day

Messenger November 2011 •

Seeing God in The Help
1
saw The Help soon after it hit the screens. I nestled into my comfortable, reclining, cup-holding seat in
a relatively new art house theater in a privileged college town. I found myself pleasantly pliant to the film's
touch, captivated by a strong script, an excellent cast, and
a very compelling story. I rooted for the heroine and knew
that when I felt that telltale heart-constriction against the
antagonist, I was morally justified ... and it was satisfying
to think that everyone else around
me felt the same way. By the end of
the film, my friend was crying next to
me and I was genuinely, emotionally
stirred. I left the theater anticipating
that it would win at least one
Academy Award. We'll see.
I'm white, and I'm male. As clear as
that may be from my picture, it needs
to be said. When I was asked to review
The Help, I wanted to carefully consider what it could mean for me to review a film about AfricanAmerican women stuck in a class structure maintained by
others who self-righteously used and abused them.
Well, from my perspective, there are a lot of wonderful
things about the film, which tells the story of a young
Southern white woman who bucks societal convention by
gathering a community of African-American maids and nannies to tell their unabridged and shockingly candid stories,
and then publishes them in a book that starts a sort of quiet
social revolution. There is a delightful amount of humor that
ranges from silly to crude. (Warning: do not have pie before
you see this film!) There are several non-conformist relationships of such warmth and compassion that you'll really need
to work on your humanity if you're unmoved. And there are
moments that lead naturally to soul-searching questions
about how we can be so terrible toward each other and what
it takes to recognize our interconnectedness.
But let's be clear: this movie is fiction. As charming and
evocative as it may be, it isn't a true story, and its plot does
not portray how civil rights were actually fought for and
won . (For that, I highly recommend a 1987 PBS series titled
Eyes on the Prize.)
Understandably, this film is not without controversy.
Some have written that The Help unintentionally paints a
picture that is rosier than it should be, and that people-

like me-might indulge in feeling right by siding with the
protagonist, when history shows that people-like mewere just as likely to be class-A oppressors.
Can an outsider of an oppressed, wounded, unjustly treated group of people ever truly understand its loss, sorrow,
despair, pa in, and injury? Probably one of the least thoughtful
things a person could suggest after seeing The Help is, "Now
I understand, and I'm so glad that this is behind us!"
To use today's youthful parlance: "Really?"
In my book, it never hurts to show a little respect to
people whose life experiences lie far outside of my own
personal reality. And so, in the spirit of balance, I share
some concerns about The Help that have been widely
vo iced by some African-American females. These inclu d e:
•

The over-stereotypical nature of the film;

•

The protagonist being a young white woman;

•

The African-American domestic workers being used as
props for the white heroine; and

•

The downplaying and absence of the real threats to
African-American lives: rape, lynching, and the burning
of communities.

All this said, is The Help worth seeing? I believe so, yes.
There is more going on in the film than the story on the
surface. There are deeper themes to consider and to learn
from, which are beautifully portrayed: the boundary-breaking power of friendsh ip; the truism that love ca n rea ch
across even rigid lines; and the necessity of the soul-supporting strength of community.
Let me end with this: The final dialogue at the end of
the film was, for me, one of the most poignant moments.
That's when actor Viola Davis confronts the antagon ist and
utters such precise, meaningful, and truth-hurts words of
wisdom that the recipient is left speechless, utterly
revealed, and on the verge of (what I would imagine would
be) cathartic tears. It was such a vivid example of speaking
truth to power, and one that I will not soon forget. I felt
God in that moment, controversia l fiction or not. n!
Ryan Harrison attends the La Verne (Ca lif.) Church of the Brethren w here he
started and led monthly Spiritual Cinema Circle gatherings for more than
five years. He now teaches "Spiritual Cinema" at the
University of La Verne, and is currently
pursu ing a PsyD degree at the
·1ho whisper.
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University of the Rockies.
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ONCAMPUS Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.)

The first five volumes of a 19th century publication detailing the work of the Church of the
Brethren have been digitized and made available on the Internet by Bridgewater College and
the Brethren Digital Archives Project. The mission of the project is to digitize Church of the
Brethren periodicals produced from 1851 to
2000. The volumes may be viewed, at
www.archive.org/details/bridgewatercollege.
Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.)

Of what relevance is the Old Testament for
Christians today? That is the focus of a continuing education program slated for Nov. 7 at
Elizabethtown College. The event will feature
Bob Neff, as well as Brethren leaders and
authors Frank Ramirez, Jeff Bach, John David
Bowman, Christina Bucher, David Leiter, Mike
Long. For information contact Amy Milligan at
717-361-1450 or svmc@etown.edu.
Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.)

Juniata College received a $552,200 grant from
the National Science Foundation to give students financial aid toward the completion of a
bachelor's degree at Juniata, with the ultimate
aim of attaining a graduate degree. The fiveyear grant will provide $10,000 scholarships,
renewable for a second year, for students who
have earned an associate's degrees and meet
financial need requirements.
University of La Verne (La Verne, Calif.)

One Book, One University, a shared reading
program at the University of La Verne, now in
its second year, requires freshmen enrolled in a
writing course to read the same assigned book,
and punctuates that with author lectures and
panel discussions. Designed to promote reading and discussion on diverse perspectives, it
also ties into La Verne's core values.
Manchester College (North Manchester, Ind.)

Puerto Rico workcamp benefits
both workers and community
For 10 days this summer, 21 members of the La Verne (Calif.)
Church of the Brethren (18 youth, 3 adults) lived and worked
alongside members of the Church of the Brethren in Caimito,
Puerto Rico, as part of a workcamp. Caimito is located in a
low-income area on the south side of San Juan, and the group
went there to help with with general repair and clean-up of
buildings and grounds. What they hadn't planned on was the
effect the visit would have on them.
"All of us felt an instant connection to the members of the
church and the kids in the community," said La Verne youth
Maya Davis. "It was such a blessing to get to know the pure
goodness that these people embodied."
In addition to sharing meals in the homes of their new
friends-including pastors Juan and Isabel Figueroa- the youth
cleared trash and weeds from a community garden, planted vegetable seeds, and carried food and supplies to families in nearby
mountains. Once the chores were done, they joined local children
and youth for pick-up games of basketball and volleyball. They
also distributed drumsticks brought from California to young
people in the community for daily, free-style drum sessions. "We
would pound on anything we could find," said Tuesday
Thornton. "Music proved to be a universal language."
The trip was partially funded by a memorial gift from former
Brethren missionary Mary Dadisman, who hoped to enrich the
lives of young people through visits with other cultures.
Through her decades of service overseas as nurse, Dadisman
had come to appreciate the power of intercultural exchange to
foster understanding and peace, and her wish was for people to
have that kind of experience while they are young.
"They accepted us as part of their family immediately,"
Davis added. "They lived as true Christians every day of the
week. Living in Caimito helped me realize that living a simple
life not only benefits the world around you, but helps you
become a better person . I want to love as deeply and truly as
they do. I went to Puerto Rico hoping to serve and change a
community, but it turns out I came out of the experience a
changed person."

A Manchester College graduate's invention is

enabling scientists to efficiently and affordably
fight disease in developing countries. Frederick
Balagadde's 4½-minute synopsis of his discovery,
Bioscience in a Chip, has won international
acclaim as one of 25 "riveting talks by remarkable
people." Balagadde, a principal investigator of
engineering technologies for Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory in California, graduated with
highest honors from Manchester in 2001.
McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.)

McPherson College director of service Tom
Hurst has been named "Kansas Community
Engagement Professional of the Year" by the
Kansas Campus Compact. Through its connection with the Church of the Brethren, the campus has long been rooted in a tradition of service, which Hurst has greatly enhanced since
coming to the college in 2007.

Caimito (P.R.) Church of the Brethren pastor Juan Figueroa (holding drumsticks) listens as youth leader Tom Hostetler (in white shirt) and youth
from the La Verne (Calif.) Church of the Brethren express gratitude for the
Caimito church's hospitality during their workcamp.
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It's time to support our
leadership team
I was dismayed by Wendy McFadden's
commentary and some of the letters I
read in the September issue of
MESSENGER regarding the election of
Bob Krouse as moderator-elect. Several
persons seemed to assume that
because a man was nominated from
the floor and elected over two female

candidates, sexist attitudes dominate
our denomination. Let me offer a different perspective.
I am a female ordained minister in
the Church of the Brethren. I have
enjoyed the support, counsel, and rolemodeling of many wonderful women,
as well as men, and I rejoice when
women of faith are recognized for their
leadership gifts. However, at the 2011
Annual Conference, I was unsure how I
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would vote, or if I would vote at all,
until the nomination from the floor took
place. Brother Krouse's reputation and
history of service embodied more of
what I was looking for in a moderator,
so I voted for him. Had a female candidate impressed me as equally qualified,
I would have voted for her.
Inclusion and diversity are admirable,
biblically based goals for a Christian
denomination, but they are not the
highest goals. Those who nominated a
candidate from the floor, which is
included in our polity, and the person
who was elected, should not be
shamed or disparaged. I believe other
delegates had Spirit-inspired reasons
similar to mine for voting as they did,
which resulted in the election of a man
rather than a woman. We Brethren say
we expect and trust the Spirit to lead us
through the deliberative process of the
entire assembly, not just its elected and
appointed leaders. It's time to trust that
the Spirit has done so, and unite in
support of our leadership team.
Linda Davis
McFarland, Calif.

Thanks for urging us
toward healing
Thank you, Mary Cline Detrick and
Carol Spicher Waggy, for your thoughtful and inspirational letter in the
September MESSENGER, urging all us
Brethren toward healing and continuing
the work of Jesus ... peacefully, simply,
together.
Clyde Carter
Daleville, Va.
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WE BRETHREN SAY WE EXPECT AND TRUST THE SPIRIT TO
LEAD US THROUGH THE DELIBERATIVE PROCESS OF THE
ENTIRE ASSEMBLY, NOT JUST ITS ELECTED AND APPOINTED
LEADERS. IT'S TIME TO TRUST THAT THE SPIRIT HAS DONE SO,
AND UNITE IN SUPPORT OF OUR LEADERSHIP TEAM.

Jesus would identify
with the delegates
In your editorial in the September
issue of MESSENGER, you asked the
question : What has become of the
church of our forebears? Are we a
"historic" peace church that has now
adopted the w ays of the world? I
would like to an swer that question. No
we have not ado pted the ways of the
world. Appa rent ly you have. You
concluded y ou r edit orial with the
following wo rd s: Some people drove
home from co nfe rence relieved and
satisfied. Oth ers were deeply wounded
there, an d left anguished and
disillusi o ned. With wh ich group, do
you su pp ose, my old Sunday school
teache r (s ic ) would tell me Jesus
would ide nt ify with? My answer to th at
would be t hat if she was a Biblebeliev ing Su nday school teache r she
woul d tel l you Jesus would identify
with the decision of the delegates who
said, " eno ugh is enough."
Garry Clem
Keyser, W . Va.

Sometimes less is more
Sometimes saying nothing at all may
be in order, lest we put our foot in our
mouth. I think such is the case with
broth er Robert Krouse trying to explain
"Why I sai d yes " in the September
MESSE NGER. To talk about a case fo r
nominations from the floor being to
"seek t he mind of Christ within rather
than outside t he body" doesn't sit too
well, considering his nom ination was
clearly sought o utside the body of
Conferen ce in a process initiated by a
group organiz ing outside the body to
get a male name on the ballot.

Ready to retire?
Or just starting out?
We can help you fi nd the right hea lth plan ,
no matter where you are in your work life.
To find out more, go to Everence.com or
cal l (800) 348-7468 ext. 2460.
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2011 TOURS
ISRAEVPALESTINE
with PASTOR GARRY JANZEN (October 14-23)
FROM NAZARETH to ROME (November 10-22)
OBERAMMERGAU CHRISTMAS MARKET (December 7-11 )

MEDA TOUR to ETHIOPIA & TANZANIA (October 12-24)
SERVICE TOUR to ISRAEVPALESTINE
with PASTOR JAMIE GERBER (October 13·22)
ISRAEVPALESTINE with PASTOR NELSON KRAYBILL
(November 12-21)
VIETNAM and SINGAPORE (November 12-26)

2012TOURS

2013TOURS

AN ANTARCTIC EXPERIENCE (January 2-15)
JAMAICA - ITS PEOPLE, NATURAL BEAUTY
and FRUITS (Januory 20-29)
GUATEMALA (February 24-March 4)
VISIT MEXICO and ITS COPPER CANYON (March 9-18)
EXPLORE SOUTH AMERICA (March 18-31 )
FOLLOWING the STEPS of MOSES (April 16-27)
ISRAEVPALESTINE with PASTOR STEVE LANDIS (April 25-May 4)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE with PAUL ZEHR (May 3-16)
GLORY of RUSSIA:
MOSCOW & ST. PETERSBURG (July 3-13)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE with JOHN RUTH (July l 0-23)
ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (August 23-September 3)
TOUR of LITHUANIA (inpartnershipwith Lithuania Christion
CollegeInternational University) (September 12-19)
MENNONITE STORY
in POLAND & UKRAINE (September 18-29)

AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND (February 1-21)
CHURCHES & SAFARIS
in KENYA & TANZANIA (February 8-20)
MYSTERY TOUR (April 17-26)
EXPLORE the WORLD of PAUL
with TOM YODER NEUFELD (Moy 1-1 7)
ICELAND ECO TOUR (June l 0-19)
COLUMBIA BIBLE COLLEGE ANABAPTIST
HERITAGE TOUR (July 2-15)
THE BRITISH ISLES with
DAVID & JOYCE ESHLEMAN (September 11 -24)
"Building bridges
among Mennonites and
other Christians and
faiths around the world
through custom-designed
travel."

CALL 1-800-565-0451 FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR
E-MAIL: office@tourmagination.com
WEB: www.tourmagination.com
9 Willow Street
Waterloo, ON N2J lV6 Canada

Reg. #50014322

2308 Wood Street
Lancaster, PA 17603 USA
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In addition, to talk about "the question one wrestled with most" as, "Am I
open to God's call ... " is disappointing. I would have hoped that the question wrestled with most was "Is this a
call from God" in the first place. That
should always be the primary question:
Am I being called here?" Not "Am I
open to what is certainly a call?" The
fact that it is now common knowledge
that several men refused this outsidethe-process call was also worth lengthy
prayer, since that process may have
indicated the absence of God's participation in the whole thing.
Finally, there is nothing wrong with
"leaving it to the delegate body to discern a call," but it is difficult for that to
happen faithfully when the delegate
body is missing key information, such
as the fact that a process was taking
place outside themselves to get a specific nomination. Although I can appreciate where some hearts may have
been in wanting to include the article
on page 14, I do not think it was helpful. I think it just made things more disheartening.
Erin Matteson
Modesto, Cal if .

many more significant issues such as
injustice, violence, and poverty are
deemed much less of a threat.
I would venture a guess that many
people in our denomination also abhor
the process by which the current moderator was elected. I had been hopeful
that backroom deals occurred only in
the United States Congress ... not the
Church of the Brethren.
Therefore, I have chosen to worship
in the Quaker tradition where gay and
lesbian members are able to be open
and treated as equals. However, I am
happy to continue my subscription to
MESSENGER.
Patricia Roop Hollinger
Westminster, M d.

Too liberal
When my subscription runs out in
January, I will not be renewing. Your
articles have been too liberal. You don't
show any balance for us that are conservative. It's one thing to be in the
middle and show both sides of an
issue, but you folks support the liberals
all the way. My prayers will be for you.
David R. McDevitt
Westminste r, Md .

Ending an abusive marriage
I was born and raised in the Church of
the Brethren. I embrace many of the
tenets of this tradition, especially those
regarding bringing aid to those who
suffer disasters in their lives. As an
employee at the Brethren Service
Center in New Windsor, Md., and also
while working in Houston, Texas, I was
gratified to know that the work I was
doing was making a difference in people's lives. And I was active in the
Association of Brethren Caregivers during its early years.
However, I can no longer remain in a
denomination that continues to treat
our gay and lesbian members with contempt by not permitting them to be
open about their loving partnerships
with someone of the same sex. I equate
this [withdrawal from the denomination) to ending an abusive marriage in
spite of the fact that not all aspects of
the marriage were negative.
This issue has been discussed at
Annual Conference ad nauseam while
Messenger November 2011

The other view, please
I was at Annual Conference and I read
the whole September MESSENGER. Now
maybe you will report the other view of
what happened at Annual Conference
in the October Issue.
Edith Cooper
Everett, Pa.

Not bullies
Our denomination and the MESSENGER
could benefit from the appointment of
a permanent MESSENGER editor who
understands and can articulate the values of our conservative Brethren
denomination. T he editoria l on page 32
of the September issue does not reflect
what actually happened at Annual
Conference at Grand Rapids.
Most people who left Annual
Conference were "relieved and satisfied." The evidence of this was the
large number of delegates who voted
to accept the Standing Committee rec-

MOST PEOPLE WHO LEFT ANNUAL
CONFERENCE WERE "RELIEVED AND
SATISFIED." THE EVIDENCE OF THIS WAS
THE LARGE NUMBER OF DELEGATES WHO
VOTED TO ACCEPT THE STANDING
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION . ...
ommendation, with one amendment, to
return the controversial issue query. The
vote was so large that there was no need
t o take a cou nt. The estimate on the vote
was that 70 pe rce nt supported the decision. None of this was reflected in the
editorial. This group in effect was named
"bullies " who used "cutthroat politics,"
who throw arou nd "might, power, and
big numbers. " Was this a fair assessment of this vast majority of Conference
attendees and delegates?
Edito rials like this, which do not reflect
what actually happened at Annual
Conference, are why few members of
our rather large congregation want anything to do with MESSENGER. My subscription to MESSENGER will continue in hopes
that in the future it will reflect our conservative denomination more clearly and
accurately.
Jacob L. Miller
Spring Grove, Pa.

Best statem e nt I have seen
I just wanted to say that I think Elizabeth
Keller's article, "This we hold in common," in the June 2011 MESSENGER, is the
best statement I have seen about why it
is important to talk about sex and homosexuality in church [and elsewhere].
Silence and secrecy breed "violence and
unhealthy patterns." Facing up to and
talking about "our own temptations and
addiction ... insecurity and uncertainty"
would indeed seem to be a good step in
the direction of avoiding developing
"unhealthy patterns" and violence. Keller
says all this very well in an accessible
and humble way.
Rita Decoursey
Leiden, t he Nethe rland s
[home congregation: McPherson (Kan.)
Ch urch of the Breth ren]

What's happening to us?
How well I remember attending 50-plus
Annual Conferences! Business meetings
were opened with the reading of portions of Acts 15. There was prayer asking
the Holy Spirit for guidance. The
Standing Committee and the delegates
then struggled with the business, and
decisions were made. Not all were satisfied . However, the ch u rch moved on,
trusting that the Holy Spirit was speaking
to and through the majority.
Through time, moderators were selected who were not of German/Dutch heritage; t hen those who did not dress
"plain"; then those who were "laypersons" instead of ministers; then females;
then non-Caucasian. And, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, the denomination continued its work and witness.
Now, after reading the September
MESSENGER report on Annual Conference,
and especially the letters, I wonder:
"Whatever happened to the Holy Spirit?"
Our church statesmen have always been
willing to give their wisdom to help the
denomination in making major decisions.
Do we no longer believe that the Holy
Spirit is giving guidance to individuals
who have been appointed t o serve on
important committees? Should individuals no longer serve because they are
"liberal" or "conservative"?
There is anger in the denominat ion I
love. Is it because one group listens to
the guidance of the Holy Spirit and
another group does not? Or is the Holy
Spirit now speaking through a minority
at Annual Conference instead of a majority? Is the Holy Spirit now telling us that,
if we want to exist, we all have to accept
the liberal or the conservative viewpoint?
Are 1 Corinth ians 13 and Galatians 5:2226 no longer a part of the Brethren way?

Mutual Aid Association's
Share Fund assists
congregations in their
sharing ministry by
providing funds for
individuals in crisis.
Help is available for those
suffering with:
• Fire or natural disasters
• Health expenses
• Disability
• Lost wages
• Burial expenses

• 1'"T
SHARE FUND,1r'IC.
MATCHI N G GRA N T

PRO G RAM

A Mutual Aid Association Company

For more information call

800-255-1243'
or visit our website at

MAABRETHREN.COM
© 9/9/BMAA/1 /3/P
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Whatever happened to the Holy Spirit?
Or should we be asking: "What is happening to us?"
Harold L. Bowser
Everett, Pa.

Introducing

Leadership
Pulse360
Coaching Ministry of
Congregational Life Ministries

"Pastors, build your
leadership capacity to
equip congregations:'

Headed for disaster
This assessment and analysis poses
what should be a troubling question for
the Church of the Brethren members
and staff, but in light of Grand Rapids
reports re: business and the gay agenda, I am convinced that we are headed
for disaster. Sadly, Grand Rapids is my
home town-not that I am ashamed of
that fact, but I'm saddened by the
events preceding and occurring within
the 2011 Annual Conference setting on
the gay issue.
Fortunately, cooler heads prevailed.
Nonetheless, I fear that we have encouraged a dangerous lifestyle and, in some
cases at least, are teaching 4- and
5-year-olds that gay sex is okay. No
doubt there are other highly undesirable
teachings and outcomes resulting from

this loose approach to this subject and
conduct. It seems that we have divorced
God and made gods of ourselves
instead. God has called us to become
like him . Of course, that is the gift of
God to those who believe. Purity and
holiness-not giving expression to whatever strikes us as our desire for the
moment-should be our goal. Also, we
should beware of false prophets who
promise liberty but are themselves the
servants of sin.
Wayne Wheeler
New Philadelphia, Pa.

Most ridiculous issue ever
You've got to be kidding. That was the
most ridiculous issue ever produced (re:
the September MESSENGER). I'd write a letter to the editor but it would be so edited
it would never represent my thoughts. If I
had my own subscription, I'd cancel it.
George Bowers
(writing to Cobweb@brethren.org1

[Mr. Bowers' comments were unedited. -Ed.]

CLASSIFIED ADS

"Coaching empowers
the person being coached
to unlock potential,
consider options, and
decide ministry strategies:'
Stan Dueck
Leadership/Life Coach and Director
for Transforming Practices

717-335-3226;800-323-8039
sdueck@brethren.org
_J L
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Church of the Brethren

The Gather 'Round curriculum, produced by Brethren Press and MennoMedia, is accepting applications to write for Preschool, Primary, Middler, Multiage, Junior Youth, or Youth age groups
for 2013-14. Writers produce well-written, age-appropriate, and engaging material for teacher's guides,

student books, and resource packs. All writers will attend an orientation March 19-23, 2012, in Chicago, Illinois.
See Job Opportunities at www.gatherround.org. Application deadline: January 9, 2012.
Coordinator of Children and Family Ministries Seeking second staff leader to grow and equip Christian

education ministry with emphasis on K-5. Will provide spiritual growth and service opportunities to children,
youth, and families by identifying, implementing, and nurturing relevant programming and ministries. Christ
centered . Biblically grounded. Spirit driven. Team player. Able to recognize and respond to the changing needs
of children and families. Degree in Ministry and Christian Education and/or experience is preferred. Familiarity
with Church of the Brethren helpful. Memorial Church of the Brethren, 210 North Wall Street, Martinsburg, PA.
Contact David Steele at dsteele@midpacob.org or 814-643-0601
Worship with us in Northern Virginia. Do you know of someone living in, moving to, or visiting the
Virginia suburbs of Washington, D.C.? The people of the Oakton Church of the Brethren warmly invite everyone
to join us Sunday mornings for Church School at 9:45 a.m. and Worship at 11 :00 a.m. Contact the church office
at (703)281-4411, email office@oaktonbrethren.org or visit the church website at www.oaktonbrethren.org for
more information.
Beautiful home for sale in Bridgewater. Excellent location on Breezewood Terrace, where homes

rarely change hands. This home has wonderful views, mature trees and a beautiful yard. The interior has been
extensively remodeled, with an open layout, full of light. Great neighbors. Details on 106 Breezewood Terrace
at: http://www.harrisonburgpropertypros.com/searching/domain/index.php?search=75727 There is a virtual
tour at: http://vt.realbiz360.com/Listing-679803.html
If interested, contact Diana Kiser at Harrisonburg Property Pros, Tel: 540-435-6295, or pros@harrisonburgproperty.com
PASTORS NEEDED. Congregations in many of the denomination's 23 districts are in need of strong, trained
Christian leaders who are dedicated to Church of the Brethren beliefs and practices to serve as pastor. The
available placements are both full-time and part-time and include some associate/second staff positions. The
congregations vary widely in size and program. A full listing of openings can be found at www.brethren.org/
congregationalvacancies. Contact the appropriate district executive or call the Ministry office at 800-323-8039.
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Please send information to be
included in Turning Points to
Jean Clements, 1451 Dundee
Ave, Elgin, IL 60120;
800-323-8039 ext. 206;
jclements@brethren.org.
Information must be complete
in order to be published.
Information older than one
year cannot be published.

New Members
Ankeny, Iowa: Dave
Prichard, Phyllis Prichard
Beacon Heights, Fort Wayne,
Ind.: Alexander Harding,
Diana Hart, Mary Haft
Nifong, Ronald Nifong
Chambersburg, Pa.: Mary
Carter, Jere! E. Walls, Sr.,
Daniel S. House
Defiance, Ohio: Nancy
Buchanan
Dupont, Ohio: Karson
Prowant, Kerri Prowant,
Drew Langhals, Brooke
Langhals, Lily Roddy,
Kaitlyn Johnson, Ed
Bidlack, Donald
Ellerbrock, Abigail
Ellerbrock, Jan Huizenga,
Steven Huizenga, Trinity
Prowant, Sierra Prowant
Germantown Brick, Rocky
Mount, Va.: Isaac
Lavinder, Aaron Lavinder,
Cary Proctor, Donna
Proctor, Jason Hartman,
Christie Hartman
Heidelberg, Myerstown, Pa. :
Arianna Stauffer
Henry Fork, Rocky Mount,
Va.: Bobby Harrison, Kylie
Brinkerhoff, Harold
Holland, Kara English,
Clyde Bernard, Lisa
Bernard, Selena Ferguson,
Jeanette Turner
Lancaster, Pa.: Jenny Dolk
Maple Grove, New Paris,
Ind.: Tyler Runkle
Maple Grove, Ashland , Ohio:
Josh Hartse!, Becky
Hartse!, Mary Ross,
Mauricio Espinoza, Randi
Espinoza, Roger Gertner,
Suzie Gartner
Maple Grove, Lexington,
N.C.: Royal McCarn
Marilla, Kaleva, Mich.:
Olivia Arlt, David
Grohman
Mill Creek, Port Republic,
Va.: Grant Alger, Rick
Hernandez, Mary Lieu
Cline
Montezuma, Dayton, Va.:
Scott Miller, Megan Miller,
Aaron Will
Mount Vernon, Waynesboro,

Va.: Maxine Kinder, Austin
Mattox, Alex Elcox, Justin
Shaw, Domenic Walker,
Sydney Walker, Caleb
Simmons, Maya Simmons,
Justin Ramsey
Panther Creek, Adel, Iowa:
Alan McLearn-Montz,
Brenda McLearn-Montz,
Amanda McLearn -Montz
Spring Branch, Warsaw,
Mo.: Eddie VanGordon,
Bob Leet, Tomi Leet
Stevens Hill Community,
Elizabethtown, Pa.: Pam
Martin, Randy Martin,
Jeanie Love-Morris,
Johnny Morris, Sarina
Ponce-Garcia, John Setnar,
Melissa Setnar, Jared
Walker, Jenn Walker
Thurmont, Md.: Susan
Ledford, Terry Woods,
Mandie Ott, Lisa Williams
White Oak, Manheim, Pa.:
Jay Bowman, Rachel
Bowman, Grant Wenger,
Wilmer Zimmerman, Cheri
Zimmerman, Matthew
Zimmerman
York Center, Lombard, Ill.:
Renee Neher, Jonah
Neher, Gideon Karasek,
Sam Stein, Andrew
Ramos, Kelly Whitehead,
Mark Winger, Susan
Hilton

Wedding
Anniversaries
Anthony, Harry and
Margaret, Hagerstown,
Md., 60
Beeghly, Harry and Sylvia,
Oakland, Md., 65
Domer, David J. and
Virginia, North Canton,
Ohio, 65
Fox, Gary and Frances,
Hagerstown, Md., 55
Franklin, Lawrence and
Helen, Blue Ridge, Va., 60
Gilmore, Walt and Jean,
Ashland, Ohio, 50
Keener, Duane and Donna,
Ashland, Ohio, 50
Klein, Robert and Joyce,
Allentown, Pa., 50
Lichty, Jim and Aurora,
North Charleston, S.C., 60
Miller, Robert and Donna,
New Paris, Ind., 55
Perry, Don and Jo, Stuarts
Draft, Va., 50
Raines, Jack and Peggy,
McGaheysville, Va. , 65
Rhoderick, Art and Nancy,
Hagerstown, Md., 55
Schultz, Arnold and Marlene,
Cerro Gordo, Ill. , 50

Sell, Vic and Kay, Lincoln,
Neb., 55
Sizemore, Harlan and Jean,
New Paris, Ind., 60
Snyder, Lee and Louise,
Hagerstown, Md., 55

Deaths
Altice, Jack Allen, Jr., 55,
Rocky Mount, Va ., March

22
Ayers, Nettie Ellamae
Craighead, 94, Roanoke,
Va., July 29
Back, Wilbur Kennie, 78,
Staunton, Va., Sept. 6
Barnhart, Ruth J. Senesac,
87, Bardstown, Ky., Aug.

29
Bird, Roy Deaton, 93,
Hermitage, Mo. , Sept. 5
Bolinger, Harold H. A., 85,
North Manchester, Ind. ,
Sept. 17
Broyles, Bill, 83, Adel, Iowa,
March 31
Clark, Donald H ., 81, La
Verne, Calif., Sept. 7
Collins, Alice Corene, 90,
Rutherfordton, N.C.,
Sept. 4
Crump, Ora Mae, 90,
Fishersville, Va ., Sept. 2
Davis, Harley L., 76, Canton,
111., Oct. 11, 2010
Diehl, Loyd Franklin, 85,
Harrisonburg, Va., July 5
Dillard, Warren Edward, 89,
Salem, Va. , Sept. 11
Dodge, Richard A., 50,
Landisburg, Pa., July 25
Dorwart, Yolande B., 84,
Harrisburg, Pa., Sept. 3
Echard, Statten Earl, 87,
Harrisonburg, Va., Sept.

18
Ellinger, Myrtle Mae Morris,
82, Crimora, Va., Sept. 11
Finkbiner, Elva G ., 90,
Annville, Pa., Sept. 5
Flora, Bruce Allen, 51,
Boones Mill, Va ., Dec. 8,

2010
Gerber, David K., 67,
Hanover, Pa., Aug. 25
Gingrich, Norman G., 94,
Palmyra, Pa., Sept. 19
Good, Walter C., Jr., 66,
Hagerstown, Md. , Dec. 2,

2010
Harmon, Geraldine Mae, 86,
Hagerstown, Md., April 19
Hendricks, Ina, 86, Glendale,
Ariz., Aug. 19
Hurst, Earl Royer, 90,
Palmyra, Pa., Aug. 13
Jones, Darlene E., 87, Clovis,
Texas, Sept. 10
Kaser, Dorothy M., 98,
Perrysburg, Ohio, Aug. 24

Keberly, Mary Shindle, 91,
Hagerstown, Md. , Aug. 18
Keesey, Betty Jane Shaull, 88,
Palmyra, Pa., Sept. 12
Keyser, Janice L., 85,
Pottstown, Pa., Sept. 3
Knoll, Lola M. , 85, Adel,
Iowa, Aug. 27
Knupp, Verna Irene, 96,
Pittsburgh, Pa., Sept. 16
Kreider, Harold B., 85, Lititz,
Pa., June 19
Kucewesky, Sharon S., 68,
Virden, Ill., Sept. 10
Landes, Edna Siple, 97,
Waynesboro, Va., Sept. 7
Linn, Elwood Dewey, 88,
Shippensburg, Pa., Aug. 10
Martin, Burnham N., 84,
Freeport, Ill., Sept. 5
McFadden, Joyce Snyder, 80,
North Manchester, Ind.,
Sept. 21
McQuiston, Violet F. , 83,
Kokomo, Ind., Sept. 10
Miller, J. Kenneth, 89,
Somerset, Pa., Sept. 17
Minnich, Marian G ., 89,
Lititz, Pa., Aug. 15
Monninger, Maria A. , 92,
Funkstown, Md., Feb. 22
Mundy, Jerry Wayne, 61,
McGaheysville, Va., July 4
Nichols, Howard Meadow,
84, Moneta, Va ., Aug. 23
Oshel, Clifford C. , 81,
Topeka, Kan., Sept. 8
Penrod, Gary D ., 63,
Ligonier, Pa., July 16
Platt, Laurie L., 52, Cedar
Falls, Iowa, May 15
Pool, Martha Lois, 85,
Olney, Ill., Sept. 3
Richards, Mary Elizabeth
Blankenship, 98,
Whitehouse, Texas, Sept. 7
Rupert, Margaret Elizabeth,
91, Harleysville, Pa., July 7
Sager, Roger Lee, 82, New
Market, Va ., July 8
Sink, Curtis Layman, 92,
Rocky Mount, Va., Sept.

21, 2010
Smallwood, Paul Richard,
85, Staunton, Va., Sept. 3
Smith, Lois Burall, 90,
Boonsboro, Md., May 4
Trolinger, Goldena Belle, 91,
Hermitage, Mo., Aug. 25
Wampler, Harold Wayne, Sr.,
83, Mount Sidney, Va.,
Sept. 3
Weaver, Harry Columbus,
70, Lexington, N .C.,
Sept. 11
Weeks, Vergie Mae Reed, 90,
Roanoke, Va., Aug. 15
Wenger, Lloyd M., Sr., 88,
Phoenixville, Pa., Sept. 13
Whitacre, Lois A., 77,
Meyersdale, Pa., Aug. 18

Withers, Kenneth R., 76,
Lebanon, Pa., Aug. 29
Yocum, Mary P., 88,
Royersford, Pa., Aug. 28
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Licensings

c.q

Breidenstine, Judith V, At!.
N.E. Dist. (Lancaster,
Pa.), July 31
Cruz, Belkys, At!. N.E . Dist.
(Lirio de los Valles,
Lebanon, Pa.), Aug. 7
Hudson-Bourdeau,
Meredith, At!. S.E. Dist.
(Saint Petersburg, Fla.),
Sept. 11
Reinhart, Mary Etta, At!.
N .E. Dist. (Mechanic
Grove, Quarryville, Pa.),
Feb. 27
Robinson, Allen D., S . Pa.
Di st. (Brandts, Saint
Thomas, Pa.), Sept. 11

--0

Ordinations
Hade, Melvin, S. Pa. Dist.
(Upper Conewago,
Abbottstown, Pa.), Sept.

11
Shell, Claude C., Virlina
Dist. (New Covenant,
Midlothian, Va.), Sept. 18
Worhun, Dore L., At!. N.E .
Dist. (Akron, Pa.), July 31

Placements
Han, Samuel, pastor, Union,
Plymouth, Ind., Sept. 18
Kinnick, C. Scott, pastor,
Trinity, Blountville, Tenn.,
Aug. 28
Lattimer, Cindy Laprade,
associate pastor,
Lancaster, Pa., Sept. 1
Parker, Darrow, pastor, New
Life Christian Fellowship,
Mount Pleasant, Mich.,
Sept. 18
Robinson, Allen D., youth
minister, Brandts, Saint
Thomas, Pa., Sept. 11
Sage, Glen H. , from pastor;
Fairview, Floyd, Va., to
pastor, Mount Airy, N.C.,
Sept. I
Slater, Jasper E., pastor,
Christian Church Uniting,
Virginia Beach, Va. ,
Aug. 21
Starkey, Patrick Chapman,
pastor, Cloverdale, Va .,
Sept. I
Weber, John R., pastor, East
Cocalico, Stevens, Pa.,
Sept. 11
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Don't bug me
"Let me put a bug in your ear. ..."
I always figured this was just a metaphor, until it
happened to me ... literally.
My son is a college freshman, and my wife and I were at
a parents' orientation session at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
University this summer when it happened. It had been a
long day of meetings and orientation doings. After lunch,
sitting in a big lecture hall with dozens of other parents, my
focus began to get fuzzy and my
attention started to wander.
Suddenly, zzzzzzzztht! A bug flew
directly into my ear. I sat up straight. I
waited a tense moment, hoping it
would find its way out. No such luck.
My wife had no idea what was
going on as I began swatting my left
ear. She was engrossed in whatever it
was that the orientation speaker was
saying. I stood up and told her I'd be
right back I hope.
Trying to drown the thing in the men's room didn't work. So,
with my collar still dripping, I cornered a student monitor in the
back of the auditorium. Is there a university clinic, and is it
open? The kid picked up a phone and dialed. Yes, come with
me. I followed him for a quarter mile through a maze of university construction work, every few seconds hearing-and feeling-the frantic buzz of this forlorn insect struggling to break

thought he was a good storyteller, but that they often
missed the finer points he was trying to make. Even his disciples who, from what we can tell, were with him pretty constantly, tended to be a tad slow on the uptake regarding the
meanings of his stories.
But at the moment when Jesus sensed that the political,
cultural, and religious dynamics at play could bring things to
a crisis point for his movement, he wanted to make sure his
disciples knew what he was talking about. It was time to put
a bug in their ear.
"I give you a new commandment, that you love one
another," he to ld them in his final hours. "Just as I have
loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another" (John 13: 34-35).
It was as if he were saying, "Look, guys, if you forget
everything else I've told you, please remember this: Love
one another as I have loved you." There was no time to
hope that they might grasp a metaphor. He had to grab their
attention and spell it out concretely.
In those final moments, he didn't say, "Look, fellas, I've
prepared this seven-point outline of the doctrine that you'll
need to incorporate should my departure necessitate such
action. I've made 12 copies. Please pass them around the
table." No, sensing his time was short, he came right to the
point. Love one another-that's what's important.
The bug that flew into my ear in that lecture hall got my

JUST LIKE THE DISCIPLES, WE OFTEN LOSE OUR FOCUS AND GET DIVERTED
BY DETAILS ... MISSING THE GREATER MESSAGE IN THE PROCESS.
out of my ear canal, until we reached the health clinic.
I told the woman at the front desk: "This is not a metaphor. I have a bug in my ear."
She directed me to a back room where a nurse with a
rubber bulb, a plastic tube, and a beaker full of warm water
flushed the little sucker out (still alive and kicking), and I
returned to the lecture on "All Things Parents of Future
Students Must Know."
Jesus was big on metaphors, parables, and subtle references that people sometimes missed. As I read the New
Testament, I get the sense that many who listened to him

attention, and I think the bug that Jesus put in the ears of
his disciples got their attention, too. Sometimes that's what
it takes.
Just like the disciples, we often lose our focus and get
diverted by details, fretting over the minutiae of scripture,
pointing to this verse or that one in order to ram home a
point, and missing the greater message in the process.
It took a dive-bombing bug to grab my attention at Cal
Po ly that afternoon. I wonder what it will take for us to
reawaken to the message Jesus so desperately wanted
us to hear.~

COMING IN DECEMBER: Some practical tips for being responsible stewards of the earth, New Testament-church
Bible study, reflections, media review, letters, and more.
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Your Brethren College Network:
Bridgewater College

www.bridgewater.edu
Elizabethtown College

www.etown.edu
Juniata College

www.juniata.edu
University of La Verne

www.laverne.edu
Manchester College

www.manchester.edu
McPherson College

www.mcpherson.edu
Bethany Theological Seminary

www.bethanyseminary.edu
BCA Study Abroad

www.bcaabroad.org

