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{ Executive Chef Christian Laire}
Ask any resident, staff member or even guests
about the dining experience at Hillcrest and you'll
hear them rave about the culinary wizardry of Chef
Christian Laire. Educated in the French system of
culinary education known as Culinary Aptitude,
Chef La ire worked in several restaurants, including
his own and in many different countries.
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Chef Lai re welcomed the opportunity to join Hillcrest. He enjoys that his work is mission-driven and has purpose. He has arelationship with
the residents; he sees them everyday, they give him feedback and he can see the results of his efforts in the kitchen. That connection and
exchange allows him to give back through his cooking and to make Hillcrest residents hapi:y.

Remarkable
Residents
...........................................
{ Resident Sharon Wright }
"I'm busier than ever, but having
so much fun! Between my clients,
the drama club, and swimming, the
excitement never ends! I can't think of
any place else on Earth like this. The
freedom to do as much as or as little
as you want is limitless. Hillcrest is
like a B&B but more than that - it's an
extended family:'

{ Residents Jerry & Berkley Davis}
Jerry and Berkley Davis are very
involved at Hillcrest, participating in
several aspects of campus life. Jerry
heads up Channel 3, the community's
in-house television station, while
Berkley serves on the management
team of the Hillcrest gift shop and assists with the production of
"Hillcrest Happenings;'the community's resident newsletter. "There
is more to do and learn here than one can imagine;' says Jerry:'
"I think we made a good choice in Hillcrest!"

{ Residents Joan & Jack Rosenbrock }
Joan and Jack Rosenbrock enjoy the quiet
life at Hillcrest, especially their relaxing
outdoor space, where they often have a
glass of wine and chat with neighbors.
"It's like having another room" says Joan.
Also very active in water aerobics, Joan
raves "the Aquatic Center alone is worth
moving to Hillcrest for!"
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{ Resident Ann Dory }
Ann's advice on making the move
to a retirement community. "Remember that nothing is-certain,
everything changes and we don't
know what the future holds - so
look at it as an adventure!"
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Doers of the word
"Church of the Brethren witness blends practical social action and holistic evangelism,"
says Jay Wittmeyer, executive director of Global Mission Partnerships, and author of
our cover story. "As such, Brethren missions have typically been small but focused,
valuing long-term relationships that build church-based communities over fly-by evangelism techniques that teach a few spiritual laws, promise forgiveness of sins and life
everlasting, and persuade individuals to make decisions for Christ in the narrowest
understanding of faith."

13 Christ-centered church renewal
David Young is the driving force behind Springs of Living Water-an effort to revitalize
growth in the Church of the Brethren. "The Springs of Living Water effort began as Joan
and I sensed a deep thirst within the church for revitalization. In my weekly Saturday
extended prayer time, I discerned that rather than a rushing geyser, renewal for
Brethren would be like a spring bubbling up, refreshingly pure. Rather than a program,
this is an initiative. This is the good news of the gospel."

16 Is homosexuality really the issue?
In this fourth installment in MESSENGER'S Special Response series, Paul Mundey, senior
pastor of the Frederick (Md .) Church of the Brethren, asks whether homosexuality is the
real issue, or whether there are other concerns bubbling beneath the surface that should
be examined. "I contend other foundations are threatened," Mundey says. "One is biblical authority. Persons are honestly confused." In this struggle our denomination is
undergoing, Mundey contends, "we all have a common need to conform more fully to
the stature, righteousness, and truth of God."

18 Called to discipleship
Graydon F. Snyder, former dean and professor of New Testament at Bethany Theological
Seminary and Chicago Theological Seminary, continues his MESSENGER Bible study series
that examines what it means for a denomination to take the entire New Testament as its
creed. In this installment, Snyder takes a iook at our peculiar practice of being a non-hierarchical community of disciples. What did that mean for Alexander Mack and the original
Brethren, and what does it mean for us today?
Messenger April 2011
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t the recent writers conference for the Gather 'Round Bible
story curriculum, I somehow drew the short straw: I was assigned the fall
of Jerusalem.
Each of us-writers, editors, staff-takes a turn presenting one or two of the stories from the year being written . These presentations then become springboards for
small group discussion about the writing process ..
But the fall of Jerusalem? It was too gory, too bleak. I wanted to skip this one, and
default to an easier story.
After much wrestling during my preparation time, however, I finally found that it
was indeed possible to convey the story appropriately for small children. In the ensuing small-group discussion we wrestled some more, and
reflected on how to present it for each age level. We were
encouraged by one writer who recalled a time when she
taught a similarly difficult story; she was surprised when--on
their own-the children chose to carefully reenact the story
again and again .
Perhaps we shift into default mode too quickly-and not
just in our Bible reading. Defaults are necessary, of course.
They keep us from getting overwhelmed, particularly in an
age of rapidly changing technology. They allow us to use
equipment that we don't understand, since someone more
clever has figured out what we want.
But nowadays remaining satisfied with defaults is not
always a good idea (as any regular Internet user can tell you). Maybe it never was.
"Defaults matter all the time," says Siva Vaidhyanathan , writing in The
Goog/ization of Everything. "Google's great trick is to make everyone feel satisfied
with the possibility of choice, without actually exerc ising it . ... "
Couldn't that be said about life in general? The world is complicated enough that
it's more appealing to push the easy button.
That's not for us, though; being Brethren means shifting out of the world's default
mode.
So what choice will you exercise today?
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CONGREGATION CLOSE-UP

Brethren leave their comfort
zone to work in Honduras
Ten members from the Center Hill (Pa .) Church of the Brethren traveled to Honduras
from Jan. 29 through Feb. 6 for a hands-on working mission trip.
Members Rebekah Baum, pastor Wes Berkebile, Mardell Blose, Cheryl Bowser, Kim
Bowser, Tricia Foster, Angie Ishman, Damian Ishman, Lori Jackson, Kristina Peters, along
with friends Bill and Rona Hemminger, visited the Hogar de Ninos Emanuel Children's
Home, where they did general clean-up, painted a girls' dorm rooms, repaired a chicken
coop, and worked on swing sets. They also spent time with children in the home, helping them paint tee-shirts and make individual quilt patches. And they helped each child
make a personalized stepping stone to be used on the grounds. Plus, they sized donated
tennis shoes for each child to use for their gym classes in school, and gave each child a
new uniform purchased with donations provided by church contributions.
As a congregation,
Center Hill has been
actively sponsoring a
girl named Sandra (pictured with the team).
By the end of their visit,
nearly everyone in the
group had signed up to
sponsor a child on their
own.
"We are living proof
that individuals can
work for the glory of
God and still have fun,
and boy did we have
fun!" said Kristina
Members of Center Hill Church of the Brethren leaving for Honduras.
Peters. "We came
home with great stories, experiences, and memories, and as a group we now share a
special bond. We definitely stepped out of our comfort zone here in Center Hill traveling
to Honduras, but it was so rewarding. These children gave us so much more than anything we did for them. We encourage others to get out of their comfort zones and let
God work through them in this way. You definitely will be blessed." -Kristina Peters

area youth activities, the Atlantic
Northeast District nurture commission
has created a scholarship fund to help
junior high and senior high youth attend
district events .... The Annville (Pa.)
Church of the Brethren raised $11,775.38
to fund the digging of nearly nine new
wells in Nigeria. Children in the church
began the effort by collecting quarters.
Their enthusiasm soon spread to the
entire congregation. "Sometimes it takes
just one little person to start something
big," said Sue Schrader, whose granddaughter got the ball rolling.

Southeast Winter Park (Fla .) Church of
the Brethren began their food pantry for
the poor and homeless with just a few
items on a table in their social hall. In
November and December, Bobbie's Food
Pantry served over 1,000 persons, and
donated more than $40,000 in food assistance to those in need in central Florida.
"God is so richly blessing us here," said
Tanya Hastier in a district newsletter
report. "We keep giving, and God keeps
giving even more."
Midwest The Pinecrest Community
retirement home in Mount Morris, 111.,
received a "best in class" rating from
patient satisfaction surveys in its
Rehabilitation Services. Best in class
means scoring within the top 10 percent
in each target area, including quality of
service, involvement/goals, results
achieved, pace of progress, understood
procedures, recommended to others, and
overall customer satisfaction.

Ozarks/Plains A community youth
Kristina Peters is a member of the Center Hill (Pa.) Chu rch of the Brethren.
Do you have district or congregationa l stories that mig ht be of interest to MESSENGER? Short items with a photo are
best. Send them t o M ESSENGER, c/o In Touch, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or messenger@breth ren.org.
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lmagine what Jesus'
table· must be like. I
think it must be a
grace-filled table."
-Church of the Brethren moderator Robert Alley, speaking to the Mission
and Ministry Board gathered for March meetings in Elgin, Ill.

BVTHENUMBERS

$2

million
Amount received by the Brethren
Emergency Disaster Fund in 2010more than $1 million higher than
2009, in part because of giving directed to Haiti earthquake relief.

program sponsored by Garber's church is
continuing in its second year of outreach
to more than 100 chi ldren, and involving
some 40 adult leaders. The program wa s
started with funds left by church member
Thelma Funderburg upon her passing.
Funderburg had been a Sunday school
teacher for more than 75 years.

West Junior and senior high youth at
the La Verne (Calif.) Church of the
Brethren gathered in March to learn
about the US Selective Service System
and its impact on their lives-especially
the young men-even without active military conscription. Youth leaders presented
a Brethren documentary film about pacifism, conscientious objection, and noncooperation with the draft. Later in the
spring th e youth will meet with conscien tious objectors and others who will share
how their faith led them to stand for
peace in times of war.
Messenger April 2011

Antelope Park donates
clothes and blankets
The Antelope Park Church of the Brethren in Lincoln, Neb., was behind the
delivery of warm clothes to children and
families in need this past winter.
Fifteen people delivered to Clinton Elementary School 39 blankets, 7
jackets, 106 pairs of gloves, 4 scarves,
4 sweatpants, 1 sweatshirt, 66 hats,
22 pairs of socks, 3 shirts, 9 pairs of
underwear, 32 Chapsticks, 10 toothbrushes, and 1 backpack. "I don't think
there is anything more comforting to a
child than a blanket," said school social
worker Diane Fern.
On Dedication
Sunday, members
were encouraged to
bring their donations. Pews throughout the sanctuary
were draped with
blankets. A few Sundays prior to that,
they had "Undie
Sunday," when they

Blankets donated by Antelope Park members
were delivered to families this past winter.

learned that some students needed new
underwear.
Tags sewn into each blanket read:
"We pray this blanket will bring you
warmth and comfort in body and spirit.
-Antelope Park Church of the Brethren.

Mike Stern: a singer, songwriter,
peace activist, and nurse
Mike Stern can sing folk songs, take your blood pressure, and lead retreatsalthough probably not all at the same time.
The Seattle-based singer/songwriter/nurse and peace activist, who grew up
attending the Church of the Brethren in Tonasket, Wash., visited the Highland
Avenue Church of the Brethren in Elgin, Ill., this March to sing some of his original
numbers and lead a retreat.
Stern has been singing and writing songs since he was a teenager, when he
was inspired by the likes of Bob Dylan, Ario Guthrie, and Pete Seeger. In his songbook today, one is likely to find topics ranging from love and relationships to peace
and a deep concern for the environment. Over the decades he has team~d up with
numerous musicians, some of whom joined him on stage in Elgin, including
Highland Avenue members Peg Lehman and Jonathan Shively, as well as a fiddler
from nearby Lombard: Louise Brode.
During the weekend leading up to his performance, Stern led a men's retreat at
the Church of the Brethren's Camp Emmaus, near Mount Morris, Ill. Stern drew
upon not only his musical abilities, but also his medical knowledge and sense of
humor to involve participants.
Stern is a clinical research scientist and family nurse practitioner at the
University of Washington in Seattle. He has recorded several albums, published
a few articles, including an essay in Chicken Soup for the Soul: Stories for a
Better World.
Messenger A pril 201 1

Across the miles-and generations-at Camp Myrtlewood
In 1991, Annual Conference was held in
Portland, Ore. One afternoon during that
Conference, a handful of men got together and
decided that our Oregon/Washington district
needed a men's retreat. So, in February of 1992,
17 men gathered at Camp Myrtlewood for our
first District Men's Retreat .
Those of us who put together that first event
really wanted it to be a retreat. We decided not to
over-plan. During the first few retreats we developed our process. We would gather on Friday
afternoon. Then on Friday evening we would put
together our schedule. We built in time for group
discussion, but mostly we just provide time to
talk together. On Saturday afternoons, leaders of
the Native American community in southern
Oregon come and lead a traditional sweat lodge
ceremony. On Sunday mornings we gather for a
free-flowing service of worship . Everything else
is negotiable.
Our retreat has become something that I look
forward to all year, but this recent one will
always be special to me . On the long drive from
Wenatchee, Wash., to Camp Myrtlewood, I spent
the night in Kent, Wash ., with our daughter,
Sarah. When my grandson Griffin got home
from school that day he asked, "Grandpa, how
old do you have to be to go to men's retreat?" I
told him he only had to be old enough to ask
about it. So this year he went with me. It was a
delight to take him.
Griffin sat next to me on the drive to southern
Oregon, and we talked the whole way. It was

wonderful. But the best thing for me was imagining the possibility, long after I am gone, that
Griffin might take his grandson to Men 's Retreat.
It feels good to be part of something that has
come to mean so much to me and to others. And
it felt good to include Griffin for the first time.
I hope that this gathering of men will continue, and that it will always be meaningful to those
who participate. It has become a time and a place
where I experience the Spirit of Christ most
directly. It fills me up and prepares me for minis-

Camp manager
John Jones and
Doug Eller pickin'
on the old dining
hall deck at Camp
Myrtlewood.

try.-Mike Titus

Mi ke Titus is pastor of the Sunnys lope Church of t he Brethren in
Wenatchee, Wash.

LANDMARKS & LAURELS

Emmert F. Bittinger was named
honorary historian of the Church of
the Brethren's West Marva district for
his contributions for the preservation
of church history. He is the author of
Allegheny Passage, an 856-page volume that details the immigration and
migration of Brethren settlers and the
establishment of the Brethren churches in western Maryland and northern
West Virginia. He is completing his
sixth volume of Civil War history relating to loyal citizens of the Shenandoah
Valley who held to their non-resistant
principles during the Civil War, titled
Unionists and the Civil War Experience
in the Shenandoah Valley.

The Madison Avenue Church of
the Brethren, York, Pa. is celebrating 75 years of existence with a series
of heritage Sundays throughout the
year. On January 9, Warren Eschbach
delivered the morning address at the
church as the church honored historian
and former pastor Elmer Gleim and his
wife, Ruth. Although Gleim was not able
to be present at the service, his daugh ters conveyed a message from him. In
it, he said that the church's experiences
this year should be a time of asking who
they are and where they are going.
"You have had an interesting story
behind you, and you have changed
through the decades," he said. "These

years have given you a chance to
learn what it means to be tested as
Christians, and what it means to be
distinctly Brethren . Anniversaries
are important if they help us grow. If
we look backwards, it needs to be tq
gather the wisdom of our ancestors.
The real nature of life is to move from
old to new-from what once seemed
good to what appears to be better."
Referring to comments from Elbert
Hubbard, who likened the Christian experience to riding a bicycle, he added,
"If you don't keep moving, you're going to fall off. If your religion doesn't
change you, you'd better change your
religion."
Messenger April 2011

Stand by me
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I consider the events of Holy Week, I am
deeply moved by the woman who anointed
Jesus while he was at Bethany, especially
as described in Mark 14:3-11. We don 't know her name or
where she came from. John suggests she was Mary, sister
to Martha and Lazarus. It has also been suggested she was
a woman of wealth and high
social standing, one who could
afford such perfume. There is at
least one tradition that makes her
a poor woman, and the perfume a
family heirloom-all she had
saved for a rainy day. Whoever
she was, for Mark, it was enough
to leave her anonymous.
In Mark's Gospel, what was
important about this woman was
that she believed Jesus. Not that
she believed in him, but that she
believed him . At the time, Jesus' disciples were still in
denial about the imminent danger he was in. They were
unconvinced that Jesus, the "man of the hour" could possibly become "public enemy number one." Yet somehow
th is woman understood what the disciples did not. She
sensed the danger and knew that Jesus' life hung in the
balance. And so she came to him, to be with him. She
came to honor what was taking place and to help him prepare. She did that by believing him and sitting with him in
the midst of all that was going on in his heart.
My family gathered around my grandmother in the last
weeks of her life. Gramma had always been a strong
woman, physically and mentally. It was difficult to accept

It wasn't easy, but it was very important. And in that transition of her life, it was the way to love her.
The woman of Mark's Gospel could have chosen denial
as well. She could have chosen to believe a preferable
vision of the future, one that did not involve Jesus dying.
Yet she loved him enough to face the truth and to walk
with him into that which was to come. For that, she is
remembered-for staying, for sticking around, for standing
beside Jesus even as the sky grew dark. It seems so simple, yet is such a difficult thing to do.
When Jesus entered the Garden of Gethsemane on the
last night of his life, he asked his friends to stay with him, to
wait with him, to be his spiritual and emotional companions
during the longest night of his life. They couldn't do it. They
fell asleep. Hours later, one by one, they fell away.
So, what hope is there for us? What hope do we have
to be able to stay with Jesus in all the many ways he
comes to us:
-as the ailing parent who tells the same stories over
and over and over
-as the distracted child who has to be reminded
again and again
-as the depressed teenager who cannot receive or
return our love
-as the socially challenged adult who does not share
our sense of boundaries
-as the newly single person who is working out his
grief in his own way
How can we stay with any of these people in any of
these situations and not turn away, not fall away, like the

SHE LOVED HIM ENOUGH TO FACE THE TRUTH AND TO WALK
WITH HIM INTO THAT WHICH WAS TO COME. FOR THAT, SHE IS
REMEMBERED-FOR STAYING, FOR STICKING AROUND, FOR
STANDING BESIDE JESUS EVEN AS THE SKY GREW DARK.
t hat her strength was beginning to fade. In a futile attempt
to hold on, most of us refused to allow Gramma to talk
about death. Her desire to die out loud was dismissed
with, "Oh, Gramma, don't talk like that."
But finally, I let her talk. We talked about the friends
and family she missed and longed to see again. We talked
about hardships she wouldn't miss and the joys she hoped
awaited her. We talked about how much she trusted the
rest us to carry on and be the people she believed us to
be. We talked. I listened. I have always cherished that time .
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disciples? We stay the way the woman did, by seeing Jesus
in each of them and being willing to bear the cost of love.
During this Holy Week, along with Jesus, I choose to
remember the anonymous woman from Mark's Gospel-to
remember her, to honor her, and to follow her example, as
someone who did what she could, when she could, with
what she had, in the only way she knew how. For love.
May we do no less than that. n!
Janet Ober is associate m in ister and director of youth and young adult min istries
at t he La Verne (Calif.) Church of th e Brethren.
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' Evangelism and
social action are
inseparable. They
are two sides of
the same coin. But
they are not the
same t h 1ng.
■
''

-Ron Sider, from his article "An open letter to this generation,"
in the March/ April 2011 issue of Relevant magazine.

'Tm grateful for how far women have
come, but gender equality is still an
aspiration, not a reality-even in our own
backyards .... The faces of hunger and
poverty here in the United States are
primarily those of women and children."
-Jen Fraser, on Bread for the World's website. Fraser is the organizing
assistant in Bread for the World's Washington D.C. office.

"I think what's distressing is that in 30
years, these injuries keep happening. It's
distressing that the reality is so present
there, and it's so removed from those
who caused the problem."
-Linda Gehman Peachey, director of the Mennonite Central Committee's
U.S. Women's Advocacy program, referring to the United States military that
reported dropping about 260 million cluster bomblets in Laos during the
nine-year Vietnam War, quoted in mcc.org.

"Climate justice, a core demand in the WCC
climate change work, includes looking at
how human rights are protected and
enhanced, especially looking at the most
vulnerable populations, such as those in
Africa, Asia, the Pacific or the Caribbean.
11

-Guillermo Kerber, World Council of Churches program executive for
climate change.

"God gives to me gifts he has not given
you. We are different not so we should be
alone but to teach each other and help each
other with our different talents. We are
made for togetherness.

• On March 9, Illinois Governor
Pat Quinn signed into law a bill
abolishing the death penalty in
that state. When the law takes
effect on July 1, Illinois will join
15 other states that have done
away with the death penalty.
Gov. Quinn, a Democrat who
has long supported capital punishment, said, "If the system
can't be guaranteed 100 percent
error-free, then we shouldn't
have the system."
In his comments, the governor mentioned that 20 people
sent to death row had seen their
cases overturned after evidence
surfaced that they were innocent or had been convicted
improperly.
• "Remarkable progress has
been made in eliminating the
threat of landmines and explosive remnants of war," said Neil
Buhne, director of Geneva Liaison Office of the UN Development Program's Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery."
But more work is required."
Buhne pointed out that more
than 65 countries are affected
by landmines or explosive remnants of war, which together

claimed nearly 4,000 casualties-a third of them childrenaround the world in 2009.
• World food prices hit their
highest level on record in
January, the United Nations
has said . "The new figures
clearly show that the upward
pressure on world food prices
is not abating. These high prices are likely to persist in the
months to come," said
Abdolreza Abbassian, an economist for Food and Agriculture
Organization.
Rising food prices have been
cited among the driving forces
behind the recent popular revolts
in North Africa, including the
uprising in Egypt and the toppling of Tunisia's long-time president Zine El Abidine Ben Ali.
World Bank President Robert
Zoellick urged world leaders to
"wake up" to the dangers of
rising food inflation.
"We are going to be
facing a broader
trend of increasing
commodity prices,
including food
commodity prices," he said.

JUST FOR FUN: SCRAMBLE
THE COLOR OF WORSHIP Many churches follow a rotation of colors
in the decor of the sanctuary, following the liturgical calendar through
the year. Match the color on the left with the season .or day typically
associated with that color (note that color usage can vary from
church to church in some traditions) . Answers are printed below.

a. White
b. Black
C. Red
d. Rose
e. Green
f. Violet
g. Blue

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Pentecost
"Ordinary Time"
Lent
Third Sunday of Advent
Advent (in some churches)

6. Easter season
7. Good Friday, All Souls' Day

11
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-Archbishop Desmond Tutu, speaking to students in March at Modesto
Junior College, Modesto, Calif.
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THE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN MISSION
PROGRAMS HAVE BEEN FOCUSED ON THE

TRANSFORMING IMPACT OF THE GOSPEL WITH
A CLEAR VISION OF-MAKING DISCIPLES AND
DEVELOPING GENERATIVE CHURCH STRUCTURES
FOR LONG-TERM SUSTAINABILITY

the
by Jay Wittmeyer

''G

od-talk without God -acts is outrageous
nonsense" (Jas. 2:14, The Message) for
faith without works is dead. To be
concerned only about the spiritual condition of people and
not their physical needs belies the Church of the Brethren
core understanding of Christianity. We are service-oriented
doers of the word, and not merely hearers. As followers of
Jesus, we recognize that Jesus preached the kingdom of
God and demonstrated kingdom living through
compassionate service and radical acts of witness,
requiring his own to do the same. "As the Father sent me
into the world, so I send you," he told his disciples.
Church of the Brethren witness blends practical social
action and holistic evangelism. As such, Brethren missions
have typically been small but focused, valuing long-term
relationships that build church-based communities over
fly-by evangelism techniques that teach a few spiritual
laws, promise forgiveness of sins and life everlasting, and
persuade individuals to make decisions for Christ in the
narrowest understanding of faith.
Messenger April 2011

There are two aspects to the Great Commission. The
first is a matter of breadth-go to all ethnolinguistic groups
(Matt. 28:18) and preach the gospel to every creature (Mark
16:15). Frontier missions work to deliver the gospel to every
corner of the world. According to the US Center for World
Mission, half the world is still without the most basic knowl edge of Christ's love, and 3 percent of the world population-161 million people- comprise unreached people
groups who have never heard the name of Jesus. While the need is enormous, many believe that Jesus'
commission to preach the gospel to every person will be
fulfilled in this generation. To "finish the task," Christian
agencies around the world have developed innovative
techniques to broadcast gospel seeds, such as radio programs, loudspeaker evangelism, televised sermons, the
showing of Jesus films, and the distribution of printed
tracts, to name a few. Brethren are not typically comfortable with broadcast evangelism . Undeniably, many seeds
have sprouted, but often the soi l proves shallow. (Rwanda
is 100 percent Christian-to take an extreme example.)

Courtesy of John Tubbs

Clockwise from upper left: Baptism in Nigeria. Prayer meeting in Brazil. Relief supplies in Angola. Workcamp in the Dominican Republic.

A second aspect to Jesus' Great Commission refers to
depth-to make disciples. After carefully training his own,
Jesus commissioned them to spread out into the world to
share the good news, teaching people everywhere to not
only believe the good news of the resurrected Christ, but
to put into practice all they had seen and learned from
him . They were instructed to teach the total gospel (Matt.
28:19-20). This resonates more with the Church of the
Brethren understanding of global mission .
Jesus incarnated what Rita Nakashima Brock and
Rebecca Ann Parker refer to as ethical grace, a term that
embraces the core goodness of life on earth (grace) and
humanity's responsibility for sustaining it (ethics). "Jesus
shows ethical grace in action: love and generosity in
community, care for all who have need, healing of the sick,
appreciation for life, confrontation with powers of injustice
and exploitation, and advocacy for freedom of the
imprisoned" (p. 29, Saving Paradise- How Christianity
Traded Love of This World for Crucifixion and Empire).
This is the whole gospel.

Jesus did not come into the world to condemn it, but to
save it. He preached release and practiced deliverance. As
an exa mple, Jesus touched a leper and restored him,
while the Torah required a leprous person to be quarantined alone outside the community. Regardless of the indi vidual, whether a Roman soldier, a woman caught in adultery, a greedy tax collector, or a stern religious leader,
Jesus modeled compassionate engagement and reconcili ation. While his disciples were naturally inclined to send
away the hungry or shut up the begging, Jesus demonstrated that ethical grace overflowed to all, regardless of
race, creed, or gender.
As the good news radiated out from Jerusalem after
Pentecost, James, Peter, and John became concerned that
the gospel they received first-hand from Jesus was being
diluted. They even admonished Paul to be careful in the
way he presented the gospel. Paul writes that these pillars
of the faith recognized the grace given him and Barnabas
and extended the right hand of fellowship. But they asked
one thing- remember the poor (Gal. 2:10).
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BRETHREN BALANCED SOCIAL CONCERNS WITH
CHURCH-PLANTING AND SOUGHT TO BE CULTURALLY
RESPECTFUL. EACH MISSION POINT WAS PARENTED

FOR DECADES AND THEN "INDIGENIZED" IN ITS OWN
WAY. NOW WE PARTNER. BUT WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?
Left to right: Feetwashing in India. Anointing in Brazil. Vacation Bible school in the Dominican Republic. Preaching in Haiti.

While it was obvious Paul's mission to evangelize the
Gentiles proved successful and churches were planted
throughout the Mediterranean, was it true to the teaching
of Christ? The gospel had gone forth, but for those who
watched Jesus and trained firsthand to be mission
workers, as Jesus himself was a mission worker, there was
concern that Paul's ministry did not fully embrace
compassion for the poor in the way Jesus did.
The numbers were there, but what about the quality?
Seeds were sown and roots took hold, but did they lack
depth? Paul understood his mission to be focused on
evangelism . He writes that Christ did not send him to
baptize, but to evangelize (1 Cor. 1:17). Evangelism is an
important aspect of Christian mission, but it is not the
whole mission.
Samuel Hugh Moffet writes that "there is nothing quite
so crippling to both evangelism and social action as to
confuse them in definition or to separate them in practice.
Our evange lists sometimes seem to be calling us to accept
the King without his kingdom; while our prophets, just as
narrow in their own way, seem to be trying to build the
kingdom without the saving King" (" Evangelism, the
Leading Partner," in Perspective on the World Christian
Movement).
A holistic gospel embraces both proclamation and
service. Peter would not accept Paul's ministry without an
outreach to those in need. But such outreach is located
firmly within the context of the church community. Many
efforts to address the needs of the poor are staged outside
the context of church involvement-or as Moffett puts it,
"building a kingdom without the saving King."
James would cringe. Poverty in the New Testament is
frequently described not in a pure economic sense but in a
relational sense. James writes that true religion is "to care
for the fatherless and widows .''. Poverty, then, is not
resource deprivation but social isolation, which in turn
leads to financial need. The poor are the widows and
orphans without family, the outcast lepers, the woman with
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an issue of blood, etc. Poverty is people without family to
provide a social structure for normal channels of assistance. To care for the widow is not just providing income,
giving money, giving resources; it means for the church of
Jesus Christ to be family to those who do not have family.
"Who is my mother?" Jesus asks, "those who do the will
of God in heaven." The gospel of Jesus Christ redefines
familial ties.
If Peter was concerned that Paul's ministry did not
faithfully convey the holistic gospel Jesus had taught him,
how would Peter regard today's broadcast methodologies
of gospel dissemination?
After a century of aggressive evangelism around the
globe-beginning in 1910 with the World Missionary
Conference in Edinburgh-mission agencies around the
world are reassessing the manner in which the gospel has
been proclaimed. That first conference was titled
"Evangelization of the World in this Generation." The
centennial celebration in Tokyo in 2010, one of four,
updated the theme to "Making Disciples of Every People in
Our Generation," signaling a fundamental shift in
missiological emphasis.
This shift is from breadth to depth, from proclaiming to
making, from believing to becom ing. The conference
produced a document that described making disciples in
this way. "The new believer's worldview must be adjusted
to a biblical worldview; one's lifestyle changed to
increasingly conform to the image of Christ; and on.e's
ethical conduct progressively marked by biblical morals.
Ideally, this results in individuals applying the gospel of the
kingdom to every sphere and pursuit of life-from
government to economics, from education to health,
and from science to creation care. As a consequence whole
communities, cultures and countries benefit from the
transforming power of the gospel. This is the importance
of the ministry of teaching" (The Tokyo Declaration, 2010).
This declaration does not present a new vision for the
Church of the Brethren. The Church of the Brethren mis-

sion programs, though historically small, have been
focused on the transforming impact of the gospel with a
clear vision of making disciples and developing generative
church structures for long-term sustainability. On the eve
of Mary and Ivan Eikenberry's initial voyage to serve as
teachers in Nigeria in 1945, Chas D. Bonsack, former director of global missions, encouraged them with this vision
for an effective mission ministry:
Mission service, in its fullest and richest possibilities,
is the finest opportunity that is open to humankind,
and therefore the first great work of the church. But it
cannot be hurried, nor done by importing a lot of
Americans or Britishers. What is needed is but a few
real Christian comrades that will interpret and help
train the best national in any mission land to become
leaders and comrades in Christian fellowship to their
own people. This you will understand more fully a
few years on the field.
Bonsack's view of mission proved accurate. Today,
Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EVN) is a self-funded entity,
in large part because so many members, blessed with
good education, are able to procure middle-class and professional positions. At the close of their Nigerian service,
Rev. Nvwa Salami praised the Eikenberrys' work, saying,
"Your contribution in education has changed the history
and destiny of ethnic groups in this country within a period
of one generation ... you have imprinted us in the history
of modern education in Nigeria permanently." The Tokyo
Declaration envisions a community transformed; EVN was
transformed.
Missiologist Hong-Jung Lee describes the evolution of
international missions in three phases: A pioneer phase, a
parent phase, and a partner phase. In the pioneer phase,
missionaries rode the proverbial ox-cart deep into nonChristian lands, typically under colonial rule, and established churches and institutions. In the parent stage, mis-

sionaries administered these institutions and trained
nationals to take them over. We are now in a partnership
phase, i.e. Global Mission Partnerships (GMP).
The Church of the Brethren can look back on how it pioneered international missions in countries like Nigeria,
China, Ecuador, and India with a real sense of achievement.
Through God's grace, the kingdom of God spread to these
nations, institutions were established, suffering was alleviated, and communities were transformed. In general,
Brethren balanced social concerns with church-planting
and sought to be culturally respectful. Each mission po int
was parented for decades and then "indigenized" in its
own way. Now we partner. But what does that mean?
Paul writes that he longed to see the believers in Rome
so they could be "mutually encouraged by each other's
faith" (Rom. 1:12). This is the essence of partnership. As
the Church of the Brethren partners internationally, its
members are blessed and encouraged. It is an encouragement to pray for others and to know they are praying for us
as we seek to meet the challenges of being Christ-followers
in a degenerate world.
Our faith is strengthened by the Brethren in Nigeria who
share their resolve to be people of peace while experiencing horrendous communal violence and struggling with the
urge to retaliate burning for burning, body for body. The
city of Jos-home of Hillcrest School, where many missionary children were educated, and the Theological
College of Northern Nigeria-has become a d ivided city,
and fami lies are fleeing. As our Nigerian sister church
requests supplies to meet the needs of families who have
lost everything, we participate with them to ease suffering,
to rebuild burned out churches, stores, and homes. We
bear one another's burdens.
To partner also means sharing what we have to benefit the
other. Paul desired to impart a spiritual gift to strengthen the
faith of those in Rome. GMP's gift to EVN is currently providing staff to establish a peace studies program at religious
education center Kulp Bible College. GMP also helps EVN dig
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OUR FAITH IS STRENGTHENED BY THE
BRETHREN IN NIGERIA WHO SHARE THEIR
RESOLVE TO BE PEOPLE OF PEACE .. .. WE

PARTICIPATE WITH THEM TO EASE SUFFERING,
TO REBUILD BURNED OUT CHURCHES,
STORES, AND HOMES. WE BEAR ONE
ANOTHER'S BURDENS.
wells, collect rain water, and do community health . Through
this partnership, GMP is able to reach out and meet the needs
of the poorest of the poor in ways we could not by ourselves.
Partnership also results in the gospel going forward. EVN is
growing, expanding even into surrounding countries.
What GMP is not doing is setting up its own administrative structures and running programs outside this partnership. It must be noted that the world has changed. The age
of colonialism is over. The government of Nigeria itself
only grants residency visas at the invitation of local institutions. GMP mission staff members are allowed to work in
Nigeria only because EVN sponsors our visas. This is the
international climate in which we serve.
While activities vary with each partnership, GMP seeks
to grow in ethical grace and strengthen it in our partners.
We envisage church communities that make disciples,
embrace mutuality, and remember the poor. For self-sufficient partners, like EVN, Church of North India, and Church
of the Brethren India, GMP can develop partnership agreements that define how we work together to benefit each.
For partners that are not self-sufficient-like Brethren
communities in Brazil, the Dominican Republic, and HaitiGMP's primary responsibility is to assist each partnership
become an established institution within the context of its
country and culture. This means registration with their governments, a constitution, leadership development, financial
reporting, service ministries, and financial sustainability.
GM P's best gift is a gift of sustainability, which can only be
achieved by financial self-sufficiency. GMP also collaborates to meet the broader needs of the poorest in these
contexts communities.
GMP is also attuned to new partnering opportunities
with Christian communities who seek to live out the gospel
of peace as understood by Church of the Brethren. It is
seeking to establish a Brethren presence in places like
Spain and the Democratic Republic of Congo.
Partnership in places like southern Sudan, which identifies itself as Christian, requires a different approach .
Sudanese Christian denominations are antagonistic to outside entities seeking to start churches by stealing sheep.
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But that does not mean the Church of the Brethren should
not have an active presence in Sudan . GMP can partner
with Sudanese partners to address the vast needs of a
nation emerging from decades of violence. As displaced
people return, destroyed buildings need to be rebu ilt, education expanded, brush cleared, and an economy ignited .
Moreover, there is great hunger for the gospel of peace
and a deeper understanding of what it means to be a disciple of Christ. There is a need for ethical grace in every corner. GMP staff member Michael Wagner is helping to
establish good financial practices for a local partner to
account for international development grants. This is a
great gift that will strengthen the partner.
Sim ilarly, North Korea requires a different approach,
where Robert and Linda Shank are teaching English and
agriculture to the next generation of government leadership. They do not evangelize their students, but they do
witness. Their graduate students read their lives like books,
watching everything they do. They know the Shanks attend
church on campus and know they are American. Their university work is a small effort to normalize ties with outsiders and ease tens ions. Teaching agriculture in a starving
nation, while it is not church-planting, is a display of ethical
grace. The same can be said of Grace Mishler, who is legally blind and teaching social work classes in Vietnam.
The Church of the Brethren has never been a broadcaster of the gospel, but it is a doer of the word . And while its
methodologies have changed through the years, its commitment to sharing the good news of the kingdom of God
and demonstrating Christ's love for all has not cnanged.
"It is precisely because of the world context in which
we live that we believe the Church of the Brethren has a
message that is critical for our world . The Church of the
Brethren with ministries of evangelism, agriculture, education, disaster relief, medical and other services, is called to
carry God's message of love to all the world " (Annual
Conference 1989 statement). ll!
Jay W ittmeyer is executive direct or of Global Mission Pa rtn erships for the Church
of the Brethren.

by David Young

T

he hour was late as my wife, Joan, and I sat with
copyeditor Michael Degan to complete details for
my third book, Springs of Living Water, ChristCentered Church Renewal. There was one concern. Joan
felt the introduction should have a title.
"Introductions never have a title," Michael exp lained.
Nevertheless, by the end of the day, Michael relented.
"Okay, what title do you want?" Joan replied, "Jesus shows
_the way."
Indeed, in the story of the woman at the well in John 4,
Jesus shows us the path to renewal both in our personal
lives and in the life of the church. Then Michael condensed
my long subtitle and put it more succinctly: "Christ-centered
church renewal." "That's right," I said . For Christ is at the
heart of church renewal. Christ becomes pre-eminent in
churches where renewal is seen as an ongoing process of
spiritual growth, daily discipleship, and active mission.
The Springs of Living Water effort in church renewal began
as Joan and I sensed a deep thirst within the church for revitalization. In my weekly Saturday extended prayer time, I discerned that rather than a rushing geyser, renewal for Brethren
would be like a spring bubbling up, refreshingly pure. The
image of the woman at the well came to mind. And then the
theme: Springs of Living Water. Rather than a program , this is
an initiative. This is the good news of the gospel.
In 2 Corinthians 4:16 Paul says, "So we do not lose
heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our

inner nature is being renewed day by day." Renewal is not
the result of human effort, but rather is a gift from God. It is
not just once done, forever done, but a continuous process.
Placing ourselves before God, we are renewed with new
energy and hope through Jesus Christ. In Springs, we are
establishing lifelong patterns of spiritual growth .
How do we discover this kind of new life? After studying
John 4, I discovered four dynamics of renewal right in the
text: thirst, encounter, transformation, and mission. Identifying
them within us and in our church is a beginning point for
renewal. Then we pose the central questions: "Where is God
leading my life? Where is God leading our church?" God wills
new life and invites us to a path of ren ewal.
The first dynamic from the woman at the well is a major
one: thirst. From experience in leading, teaching, and shepherding renewal, we find that renewal begins with the.thirst
for new life. Even the thirst is given by God. God wants us
to find new life on an ongoing basis. Renewal can begin
with one person who has a feeling that more is possible.
Rather than just hoping for something to happen, they
respond to a sense that God is inviting them to more.
Now you might ask, "How can we respond to this first
dynamic of renewal?" One way is for a church to become part
of a district initiative like in Northern Ohio, where the f irst
Springs initiative began four years ago. We did leadership training events of renewal teams from the churches. Clusters of
churches then helped one another in the renewal process.
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When I was at my first church-the Bush Creek Church of
the Brethren in Mid-Atlantic District-I knew we needed
some kind of program that could put everything together.
Bethany Seminary created a Doctor of Ministry program in
church renewal. In it, the pastor worked in concert with the
congregation to arrive at mutually agreed upon goals.
We designed four units of revitali zation that meshed
academic learning with real-life experience. The outcome
had to show measurable progress in the congregation. In
Springs, a church becomes immersed in spiritual growth,
servant leadership, and a spiritual journey of renewal.
Grounded in Bible study, Springs has a Christ-centered
theology. Discipleship is the focus. Springs is done collaboratively and is practical for the local setting.
Returning to the woman at the well, along with the
thirst, she encounters Jesus. Jesus seeks her out at high
noon. Knowing she would be ostracized in the evening,
she is alone in the heat of the day. Jesus reaches over the
barriers and does the unbelievable: He asks her for a
drink. He treats her as a child of God, invites her help, and
offers her life-giving water, a well within, a spring of water
gushing up to eternal life.
The common theme in renewal is continuous spiritual
growth. Whether pastoring in a church, teaching in seminaries, writing in the field, or working with churches in
Springs today, I find that spiritual growth is key. At Bush
Creek, back in 1973, growing spiritually was put at the top
of the ministry plan discerned by the pastor and church.
We started in the work to see what it would mean to have
people have a fresh encounter with Jesus daily.
As the renewal work grew, I served as interim pastor at
the Hatfield Church of the Brethren·. With head deacon
Carl Holbert, we concluded that renewal doesn't occur just
by holding a commitment service. Rather, renewal would
take a season. We began seasonal spiritual disciplines
folders with a theme, Sunday services, and a daily scripture to read, meditate on, and follow that day.
Rod O' Donnell, of Green Tree Church of the Brethren
in Atlantic Northeast District, where I was interim pastor,
says of the folders, "The result was an obvious
reawakening of God's presence in our lives. We
had people praying who had never taken prayer
seriously. Others went into detailed study of
the other disciplines. In other words, it gave
our congregation a spiritual dimension that it
never had before. There were several facets to
the initiative that they found particularly effective . First was the personal spiritual growth that
strengthened their personal faith."
Rod continues, "There was an emphasis on
the spiritual disciplines. As individuals grew
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in their faith and spiritual awareness, the obvious result
was a stronger congregation . The renewal effort included
a series of sermons on the disciplines supplemented with
a daily devotional series of readings on the disciplines. A
renewal team asked for a comm itment from the membership to read scriptures from a disciplines folder and pray
daily, and received positive responses from all age groups
in the congregation."
When the woman at the well met Jesus, she went through
an inner exploration to see who this man Jesus was for her
life. As a true servant, Jesus met her as she was, where she
was. Transformation began as Jesus asked her for a drink.
Imagine her surprise when she discovered that she had
something to offer. Transformation happened as she went
through questions of the place and meaning of worship.
Transformation happened as she discovered Living Water.
Servant leadership arises out of this spiritual orientation. As Brethren, we know that as we have our feet
washed and are cleansed in the name of Christ, and we
kneel and wash the feet of others. Servants gain the trust
of others, and in so doing are called to lead. At the well,
Jesus demonstrates being a servant, calls forth the gifts of
another, and leads. In Springs, we do leadership training
in church renewal first with renewal teams and then,
through them, the church.
Congregations go through deep transformation as they
discover their strengths, core values, and identity as a
church. Rather than attempt to find out what is wrong and
fix it, they discover what is right and build upon it. Imagine
discovering they have something to offer to others. Imagine
drinking deeply of Living Water, gaining new energy, new
unity, new focus, new direction and ministries that share
the gospel. Imagine-Brethren have something to offer!
In Springs of Living Water, churches go through a series
of congregational gatherings established by the renewal
team to explore their strengths, and to learn more about
who they are and where God is leading them. Spiritual discernment is taught and used throughout the process for
decision-making. The purpose of these events is to under-

stand what God is calling their church to be and to do,
and establish and implement focused ministries.
Story after story comes flowing out in these gatherings. I can remember tears coming to the eyes of
one man as he saw 270 strengths catalogued at his
church. At another church, persons who felt they had
nothing in common came up with three core values
that were central for everyone. A new unity was
shaped. New energy came forth.
In another gathering, churches look at their originating mission. Histories of districts reveal a passion
for mission. I have discovered such passion in
Bob Smith, a chimney sweep who attends Green Tree Church of the
Southern Plains, West Virginia, Western
Brethren, holds up the 2,000th mini-loaf of bread that their congregation
Pennsylvania, Northern Ohio, Middle Maryland,
passed out to the community.
Virginia, and Michigan districts. Mission boards
focused on spreading the gospel. John Kline once
One church in an impoverished neighborhood is servsaid, "I feel like saying to the Brethren everywhere that
ing meals and sharing the message of Christ. Another
now is the time to sow the pure seeds of gospel truth in
church, which gained new strength through disciplines,
the west. If this be not done, tares will be sure to grow
handed out 3,000 mini-loaves of bread in their community
and multiply where the wheat of holy love should
and shared about Jesus. New people are coming to
abound." To the core, Brethren are mission-minded!
church out of this effort, and the church is becoming
In these gatherings, and through the use of the disciplines
known in the community.
folders, a biblical text emerges that churches can relate to
In Springs, a congregation spends the first year and a
their own story. Rather than organizational principles, congrehalf building up the church. A renewal team coordinates
gations find biblical dynamics of renewal to guide their paths.
spiritual disciplines folders and congregational gatherings.
People begin to see how these strands tie together and how
Springs sticks with churches another two and a half years,
they can be guided by resurrection hope. The story of the
assisting them in implementing ministries and deepening
woman at the well and the dynamics of renewal that emerged
renewal. This establishes life patterns of spiritual growth
from it is one such example of a centering text.
for individuals and for the church. One pastor remarked
One example came in my teaching at the American
that Springs is crock-pot cooking, not microwave cooking.
Baptist Seminary, near Philadelphia. Tommy Jackson, pastor of Calvary, where Martin Luther King, Jr., was student
What has been accomplished to date? Can Brethren be
renewed? The answer is a resounding "Yes!" We are gratepastor, felt led to look at Jethro's advice to Moses to
divide up his load. He divided inner-city Chester into block
ful for an active advisory committee and a team of 125 perzones and assigned a deacon to each zone . The deacons
sons praying for renewal of the church. There are many
followed up on missing people, new people, and people in
active partners at work in districts and churches. While our
need. Membership stabilized. Ministries emerged, which
focus is Brethren, we are now being called to assist other
led to an overflow in worship.
churches turning to the Brethren for help in renewal.
The transformation of the woman at the well resulted in
Joan and I stand back and say this is not our doing,
her heading out in mission. Her cast-off water pot is a symthis is a result of something much greater. This is of God,
bol of her enthusiasm. She goes to an unusual place-her
and of people in churches in the least likely locations giv_home town. Why did they receive her? Was her counteing their hearts to Christ and laboring to be the church.
There is a joy, excitement, and hope as people of faith
nance changed? Yes! And so are churches who begin to
radiate Christ. Churches that see where God is leading
make new discoveries, shape creative ministries, and
them discern a biblical vision and a plan . Like the woman
share their witness with others. Springs is spiritually
who goes, they become engaged in their ministries.
focused and servant-led. Yes, Joan is right; Jesus shows
Once people discover new life, they influence others. At
the way to renewal! li!
an inner-city church, one person who had been abusing
David Young is an orda ined minister in the Church of t he Brethren. He and his w ife.
drugs came back, rededicated his life to Christ, and started
Joan, have developed a ch urch renewal initiative ca lled Springs of Livi ng Waterl He
relating to others with addictions. An individual who took
is the author of numerous articles and four books, including Springs of Living Water,
two years to decide to get involved accepted an assignment
Christ-Centered Church Renewal (Herald Press, 2008). For more information about
teaching a Sunday school class that then tripled in size.
Springs of Living W ater, visit www.churchrenewa lservant.org .
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SPECIALRESPONSE

Considering our Special
Response Process

Is homosexuality really

the issue?
[Note: This is the fourth in a series of essays that will
appear periodically during the year leading up to the 2011
Annual Conference. It is intended to provide different
points of view that we hope will add to the discussion taking place in churches and districts at this time. -Ed.]

T

e Special Response Process is well .underway, and a disconcerting reality is apparent
cross our beloved denomination: Talk about
homosexuality can be more of a clash than a conversation
as foundations of faith feel threatened.
One foundation, clearly, is human sexuality. For some,
a loved one's worth is repudiated as that loved one's sexual orientation is considered "not of God." For others, the
very order of creation is repudiated as same-sex, sexual
behavior is legitimized (although it is not explicit in
descriptions of sexual behavior found in Genesis 1 and 2).
But I contend other foundations are threatened. One is
biblical authority. Persons are honestly confused. They
wonder why we are having a conversation about homosexuality when its practice is not sanctioned as righteous
in scripture. Walter Wink, a progressive biblical scholar
supportive of homosexuality as a valid sexual orientation,
suggests a rationale for our discourse:
I have long insisted that . . . efforts to twist the text
to mean what it clearly does not say are deplorable.
Simply put, the Bible is negative toward same-sex
behavior, and there is no getting around it. The
issue is precisely what weight that judgment should
have in the ethics of Christian life. Walter Wink, "To Hell
with Gays?" The Christian Century, 119:13, June 5-12, 2002, p.
32-34. Emphasis added .

The matter of "determining weight" (i .e. the discipline of
hermeneutics) is tricky. For example, scripture can also be
viewed as negative toward women, and unsupportive of
freedom for slaves. But "determining weight" is not determined by citing Bible verses, but by determining a trajec-
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tory amid Bible verses. The trajectory amid Bible verses
related to human sexuality is not supportive of same-sex
sexual behavior. As N.T. (Tom) Wright, a prominent Anglican biblical scholar, notes:
... Christian . .. teachers have always insisted that
lifelong man-plus-woman marriage is the proper
context for sexual intercourse . .. [Persons) ... ancient
and modern [have) always found this ethic ... ridiculous and incredible. But the biblical witness is
scarcely confined ... to a few verses in St. Paul. Jesus'
own stern denunciation of sexual immorality would
certainly have carried, to his hearers, a clear implied
rejection of all sexual behavior outside heterosexual
monogamy. This isn't a matter of 'private response to
Scripture' but of the uniform teaching of the whole
Bible, of Jesus himself, and of the entire Christian
tradition .... Tom Wright, "The Americans know this will end in
schism," The Times, July 15, 2009.

And so given this biblical trajectory regarding same-sex
sexual behavior, what is our response? For some it's to
comply with scripture; but increasingly, for others, it's to
lessen the "weight" of scripture overall. Rather than aligning with the historic treatise of so/a scriptura (i.e. scripture
as prime authority, revealing timeless, God-breathed
truth), some opt for so/a spiritus (the Holy Spirit as prime
authority, trumping scripture, revealing the most "up-todate," God-breathed truth). As Phyllis Tickle notes, for persons of this persuasion,
... there is no question . .. the Holy Spirit is an a_ctive,
effectuating agent in every part of time and space.
What ... the Spirit teaches a believer in revelation ...
must be honored as a principal form or source of
direction. To not admit . .. this ongoing process is . . .
arrogantly to confine God ... to the pages of a very
old book ... . Phyllis Tickle, The Great Emergence, (Grand Rapids:
Baker Books, 2008) 146.

But persons rooted in our heritage, the Anabaptist/
Pietistic tradition, have cherished the "old book," the
Bible, finding God not confined, but clear and convicting

within its narrative. The central role of scripture
for Anabaptists is especially striking. As William R.
Estep notes:
Within the Reformation no group took more seriously
the principle of sofa Scriptura in matters of doctrine
and discipline than did the true Anabaptists. In this
regard the Reformation stance of the Anabaptists is
unequivocal. .. . The Bible became and remained for
them the supreme judicature by which all human
opinions were to be tried .... William R. Estep, The
Anabaptist Story, (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1996) 190.

Frankly, the 1979 Annual Conference Statement on Biblical
Inspiration and Authority doesn't help anchor this understanding; it roams in multiple directions, including sofa
spiritus. But there's a paragraph within the Annual
Conference statement that suggests a so/a scriptura leaning: "We affirm that the Bible, rightly interpreted, is a fully
trustworthy guide for our lives. In this sense we reaffirm
our historic understanding of scripture as an infallible rule
of faith and practice. With these and other expressions we
honor and acknowledge the unique authority of the Bible
for the church."
And so, assuming N.T. Wright is correct, sexual behavior outside heterosexual monogamy is rejected by scrip-

Human passions are notoriously unreliable indicators
of God's will. "I feel this, therefore I should be
allowed to do it" would not pass muster on any viable reading of biblical ethics .... The issue is not "who
I am ... " but "who does God intend me to be." The
life [that is) a lie is the life that refuses to conform to
the truth of God ... " Robert A. J. Gagnon, The Bible And
Homosexual Practice. Texts and Hermeneutics. (Nashville: Abingdon
Press, 2001) 451.

And so we struggle toward the truth of God, yearning for
the original intent of God, in Jesus, in scripture, "in the
beginning" (Genesis 1 and 2). Frankly, same-sex, sexual
behavior is not part of God's original intent, "in the beginning ." But lots of behavior, encompassing lots of people,
is not part of God's original intent, "in the beginning." And
so all are invited to journey toward a new appropriation of
God's pattern for life.
In all candor, keeping radical hospitality and radical
honesty in tension is difficult. It's arduous to welcome all,
yet not affirm all aspects of an individual's lifestyle or orientation. It can feel so judgmental-but only if we strive to
be judge, rather than yielding to the sovereignty of God.
Though we must articulate with bold conviction our discernment of God's truth, we must never try to "be God."

THOUGH WE MUST ARTICULATE WITH BOLD CONVICTION OUR
DISCERNMENT OF GOD'S TRUTH, WE MUST NEVER TRY TO BE GOD."
CONVICTION MUST BE COUPLED WITH CONFESSION, WITH TEARS
AND HUMILITY: All HAVE FALLEN SHORT OF THE GLORY OF GOD.
11

ture, and in fact, such rejection is "the uniform teaching of
the whole Bible ... ."
What weight do we give scripture? Well, certainly not
the weight of a battering ram, bashing homosexuals. That
is not scripture rightly interpreted. But I would contend we
give scripture the weight of an outstretched arm that
extends God's inclusive love, as it guides us toward God's
best, enlivened (not trumped), by the Holy Spirit.
God's best is advanced as we exercise both radical hospitality and radical honesty. First: radical hospitality, as we
welcome persons of all lifestyles who desire to orient life
to God; God has no favorites (Acts 10:34). But also radical
honesty as we confess: Not all aspects of our lifestyle are
oriented to God, conforming to God's righteousness,
including some of our most "natural" passions. As Robert
Gagnon points out:

Conviction must be coupled with confession, with tears
and humility: All have fallen short of the glory of God.
(Rom. 3:23).
And so we continue our denomination-wide conversation with conviction and confession, seeking God's glory
and truth. For the issue is not "who I am," but "Who does
God intend me to be, as revealed in scripture?" (the
supreme judicature of all human opinion)-enlivened by the
Spirit-incarnate in Jesus. Same-sex sexual behavior is not
God's intent; this must be named clearly. But it must also be
named compassionately, for all have fallen short of God's
glory. Thus we all falter in relation to God's glory, invited to
journey together, with a common need: to conform more
fully to the stature, righteousness, and truth of God. n!
Paul Mundey is se ni or pastor of the Frederick (Md.) Ch urch of the Brethren.
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Ca ed to discipleship
by Graydon F. Snyder
[This Bible study by Graydon F Snyder is the second
installment in a series that examines how the Church of
the Brethren's acceptance of the New Testament as its
creed has worked over the centuries, and what it implies
for us today. -Ed.]

L

ollowing his baptism and the declaration that
he was the Son of God, Jesus spent time in the
wilderness before calling "other sons of God" to follow
him. According to the synoptic accounts, as Jesus walked
along the Sea of Galilee, he called Simon and Andrew,
then James and John (sons of Zebedee). These four primary disciples were simple fishermen. They were asked to

I

leave their boats and nets and become fishers of humans
(Mark 1:16-20). They did indeed leave their vocations and
their families (Mark 1:29-32), though some wives may
have also followed Jesus (Luke 8:1 -3).
Jesus didn't limit his call to "simple folk." His next call
went to one from a wealthy, hated class in the form of
Levi, the tax collector (Luke 5:27-28; or even Matt. 9:9-10).
Those of us who read the Gospels carefully will notice that
the so-called twelve are not always the same (Mark 3:1319). Paul mentions 500 who responded to the resurrected
Lord, and eventually included himself (1 Cor. 15:3-11 ). In
the Gospel of John, Andrew was called first. It was he who
introduced the so-called primary apostle Peter to Jesus
(John 1:40-42). Jesus then called Philip and Nathanael,
although Nathanael is not mentioned at
~
~ all in the Markan list (John 1:43-47).
~
The function of the disciples was pri~
'- marily to carry the news of God's reign to
~
i;; all the places Jesus had intended to go
(Luke 10:1-20). To be genuine disciples,
~ they would likely need to go through the
i0 same painful process that he did: leaving
~- family, carrying the cross, and giving up
possessions (Luke 14:25-33).
While we find the naming and selection of the disciples and apostles interesting, the leadership role they played
among the Jesus group provides us with
far more room for thought. We can start
with Peter. Even though John did not list
him as the first-called, Peter does fill the
primary position in the synoptics. As the
story about Jesus began to focus on the
cross, Jesus asked the disciples who
they thought he was. In Luke, Peter
replied that he was the Messiah. Jesus
told them to keep that confession to
themselves: the Messianic Secret
(9:18:21). It was nastier in Mark. The
confession is the same, but then Peter
began to rebuke Jesus for saying the
king of the Jews (the Messiah) would be
killed as a criminal (8:27-33). In this
instance, Jesus became angry. He called
Peter "Satan," and asked him to get out
of his way (behind him).
In sharp contrast, the Matthew account
really shocks us. In answer to Jesus' question, Peter affirms that he is indeed the
Messiah, the Son of the living God. Jesus

!
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doesn't chastise him for his answer, but gives a positive
response:
Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah,
for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood ,
but by my Father in heaven . And I tell you that you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the
keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven" (16:17-19).
Simon bar Jonah then became Peter, th e Greek word for
rock. Not only has he become the leader of the apostolic
band, but also the historical basis for leadership throughout
the subsequent Catholic Church.
We know Peter as the first Pope, followed by Linus, Cletus,
and then Clement of Rome. Peter may have been a leader, but

(Mark 10:35-40). Even Judas betrayed Jesus because he had
been given authority over the money box (John 13:26-30).
Once the first Christians became a state religion under the
Emperor Constantine (313), they became a hierarchical church
with a papacy, bishops, and authoritative clergy. While the
early Reformation (Lutherans and Calvinists) did not totally
remove this hierarchical structure, the Brethren did. Even the
first Anabaptists were aware of their key leaders, such as Conrad Grebel and Menno Simons, but the Brethren were not.
Almost all readers of the MESSENGER consider themselves
disciples. The Church of the Brethren started when eight people were baptized in the Eder River in Schwarzenau, Germany.
Only the person who baptized, Alexander Mack, is known to
us. He was chosen by lot from a simple group. His faith did not
lead him to take on a hierarchical role in the new community.
This unique beginning created a denomination that demonstrates some unique characteristics. At first they shared things

SINCE THEY LIVED SIMPLY, THEY COULD SHARE WITH ALL OTHERS IN
NEED. THAT SENSE OF SHARING LED THEM TO BE AT ONE WITH PEOPLE
ALL OVER THE WORLD-A "PEACE CHURCH."
he was also a troublemaker. For example, when Peter saw
Jesus walking on water, he asked if he could walk over to him.
Jesus said okay. Peter jumped out of his boat, but immediately
started to drown (Matt. 14:28-31 ). Or when Jesus took Peter,
James, and John up on the Mount of Transfiguration, they saw
Moses and Elijah. Peter was thunderstruck and, lacking any
good ideas, wanted to build a nice hut for each of the holy persons. Jesus advised Peter to forget it (M att. 17:1-9).
When Jesus was taken before the high priest, Peter was
sitting outside the courtyard. A young woman came up to
him and noted that he had just been seen with Jesus. Peter
said he didn't even know the man. Three times Peter denied
Jesus, and was absolutely distraught when he remembered
that Jesus had indeed said he would deny him three times
before the cock crowed (Matt. 26:69-75).
Close to our Brethren heritage, Peter wouldn't allow Jesus
to wash his soiled feet before they ate a Passover meal (John
13: 1-11 ). When Peter was named the rock of the church , a
hierarchy was set up that has lasted to this day. The disciples
were no longer a community of equals. Indeed, we can even
see other examples. Two of the first disciples, James and
John, asked if they could sit at the right and left hands of
Jesus at the end time. Jesus asked if they could drink the
same cup as he did or be baptized into the same suffering life

in common. That led to caring for each other as members of
the community-mutual aid. Because they shared with each
other, they discouraged excessive wealth. Instead, they lived a
simple life. Since they lived simply, they could share with all
others in need. That sense of sharing led them to be at one
with people all over the world-a "peace church ."
For the most part, Brethren have maintained this nonhierarchical community of disciples. The denomination's
moderator holds office for only one year. Decisions for the
church are made by a yearly elected Standing Committee
and the Annual Conference. Staff members at Elgin have no
authority. Likewise, in local churc hes, neither the pastor nor
members of the staff have any position on church boards.
The Chu rch of the Brethren has an unusual sense ofdiscipleship. Yes, it is small. In contrast, larger denominations
offer a creed to live by and an administration to uphold their
theology. Many Christians find that quite satisfactory. Brethren consist of people who prefer commonal ity. If we aim to
avoid being like Peter, we will continue to live in a small
community of disciples. li!
Graydon F. Snyder, now retired and living in Chicago, Ill., was dean and professor of
New Testament at Bethany Theological Semina ry and Chicago Theologica l Seminary.
He is an ordained minister in th e Church of the Brethren and author of many books,
including Ante Pacem: Archeological Evidence of Church Life Before Constantine.
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Cline Detrick and Spicher Waggy nominated
for Annual Conference moderator-elect
The ballot has been announced for the 2011 Annual
Conference of the Church of the Brethren, to take
place in Grand Rapids, Mich., July 2-6.
The Nominating Committee of the Standing
Committee of district delegates developed a slate of
candidates, and Standing Committee then voted to
create the ballot that will be presented.
Nominees are listed by position,
Annual Conference Moderator-elect: Mary Cline
Detrick of Harrisonburg, Va.; Carol Spicher Waggy
of Goshen, Ind.

Mary Cline Detrick

Carol Spicher Waggy

Annual Conference Program and Arrangements
Committee: Thomas Dowdy of Long Beach, Calif.;
Cindy Laprade Lattimer of Dansville, N.Y.
Pastoral Compensation and Benefits Advisory
Committee: Herb High of Lancaster, Pa.; John R.
Lahman of Peoria, Ariz.
Committee on lnterchurch Relations: Torin Eikler
of Morgantown, W.Va.; Wendy Matheny of
Arlington, Va.
Mission and Ministry Board: Area 3-Karen
Cassell of Roanoke, Va.; Becky Rhodes of Roanoke,
Va. Area 4-Genelle Wine Bunte of Minneapolis,
Minn.; Jerry Crouse of Warrensburg, Mo. Area
5-W. Keith Goering of Wilson, Idaho; Dylan Haro
of Richmond, Ind.
Bethany Theological Seminary Trustee:
Representing the laity-D. Miller Davis of
Westminster, Md.; Rex Miller of Milford, Ind.
Representing the colleges-Christina Bucher of
Elizabethtown, Pa.; Jonathan Frye of McPherson,
Kan.
Brethren Benefit Trust Board: Robert Jacobs of
Spring Grove, Pa.; John Waggoner of Herndon, Va.
On Earth Peace Board: Melisa Grandison of
McPherson, Kan.; Patricia Ronk of Roanoke, Va.

Brethren advocacy office urges nation's budget
to care for those in poverty, reflect mutuality
In late February an Action Alert
from the Church of the Brethren's
office for advocacy and peace
witness ministries called on the
federal government to adopt a
budget that reflects care for
those in poverty and in need.
"These past few weeks in
Washington, D.C., and around the
country, the conversation has been
about numbers and not about people," the alert said, in part. " ... But
there is something vital missing
from the conversation-and it is a
voice with which the Church of the
Brethren has always spoken. In a
word-mutuality.... The concept
that we are to live in such a way
that we are partners with one
another and with the entirety of
Creation is a concept which
Brethren have embraced for, well,
more than 300 years."
Messenger April 2011

The alert invited Brethren to
take action on the federal budget. "Tell Congress and President
Obama that as a person of faith,
you will not stand by while they
seek to control spending on the
backs of those living in poverty
in the United States and around
the world," the alert said.
Criticizing the budget proposals from both President Obama
and Congress, the alert said:
"The spending cuts currently
being debated are the ones we
can afford the least-they are the
ones that provide those living in
poverty with an opportunity to
have some place to live, something to eat, educational opportunities, and the chance to turn
their lives around. They are the
foreign aid programs that build
wells, schools, and infrastruc-

ture, building relationships with
countries through diplomacy
rather than bombs. They are the
programs that we, as people of
faith, want in a budget that
claims to speak for our values."
A central scripture text cited
by the office was Genesis 4:9 in
which Cain asks God, "Am I my
brother's keeper?" Also cited
were Church of the Brethren policy statements: the 2000 Annual
Conference statement "Caring for
the Poor," the 2006 Conference
statement "A Call to Reduce
Global Poverty and Hunger," and
the 1970 "Statement on War."
For more information about
the church's advocacy and peace
witness ministries contact Jordan
Blevins, advocacy officer, at
jblevins@brethren.org or 202481-6943.

UPCOMING EVENTS
April 17 Palm Sunday
April 19 Church of the Brethren
Credit Union Board Meeting
April 24 Easter Sunday
April 28-30 lntercultural
Consultation and Celebration,
His Way Church of the Brethren,
Mills River, N.C.
A small group of young adults in discussion following a hearing on the Special Response
process. The hearing was sponsored by Standing Committee as part of the 2010 Annual
Conference, in Pittsburgh last July. Photo by Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford

Districts close out hearings providing
input to Special Response process
In February the Church of the Brethren's 23 districts closed out a series of hearings that have
invited church members to provide input to the denomination's Special Response process.
This process for strongly controversial issues was entered into when two business
items related to human sexuality came to the 2009 Annual Conference.
A total of 115 hearings were scheduled across the denomination, according to a listing held by the Conference Office. Annual Conference moderator Robert Alley expressed
gratitude for all those who helped to make the hearings possible .
Alley characterized the hearing format as including the significant question: What
would you like to say to the Standing Committee about the two items of business? "Of
primary importance to keep people centered is that we are dealing with the query and
Statement of Confession and Commitment," he said, "not the whole gamut of human
sexuality."
Hearings have been organized and/or led by members of Standing Committee, the
committee of district representatives to the Conference. In many districts a number of additional facilitators and note takers were recruited to help lead hearings.
The report forms from each hearing are being collected by the Forms Reception
Committee of Standing Committee, which will collate the information into a report to the
full Standing Committee. The Forms Reception Committee is made up of three members
of Standing Committee: convenor Jeff Carter, Shirley Wampler, and Ken Frantz.
Moderator Alley noted that the members of the Forms Reception Committee have
been asked not to talk about their work. In addition, the original materials coming out of
the hearings will not be made public, he said.
The Forms Reception Committee has until the end of May to complete its report to
the full Standing Committee. The decision about whether or when to make that report
public will be made by Standing Committee when it meets prior to Annual Conference in
Grand Rapids, Mich., on June 28-July 2, Alley said .
"We want to be careful that we don't create expectations we can't fulfill," the moderator said. "But also it's not intended to be a secretive process," he added. "The scheduling
is meant to be helpful to the process, not to keep people out."
For more information about the denomination's Special Response process, and for
background documents, go to www.cobannualconference.org and follow the link to
"Special Response."

April 30-May 1 Brethren
Benefit Trust Board Meeting,
Church of the Brethren General
Offices, Elgin, Ill.
May 1 National Youth Sunday
May 5 National Day of Prayer
May 14 Deacon Training, Sugar
Valley Church of the Brethren,
Loganton, Pa.
May 16-27 Bethany Theological
Seminary May Intensives,
Richmond, Ind.

May 16-18 Spiritual Directors
Retreat, Shepherd's Spring
Outdoor Ministry Center,
Sharpsburg, Md.
May 17-25 International
Ecumenical Peace Convocation,
Kingston, Jamaica
May 28-30 Young Adult
Conference, Inspiration Hills
Camp and Retreat Center,
Burbank, Ohio
•
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PERSONNELMOVES
Steve Bob's employment with Brethren
Benefit Trust ended Jan. 31. He had
served as director of operations for the
Church of the Brethren Credit
Union. "This was a difficult cost-con tainment measure," said a release
from BBT, which also asked for prayer
for the Bob family. During his tenure,
he was instrumental in developing
several new credit union services
including online banking and bill pay,
and he implemented procedures to
bring the credit union into compliance
with state and federal regulations.
Ovidiu Catanescu is serving as
accounting manager for Brethren
Benefit Trust (BBT), as of Feb. 28. He
brings over 20 years of general
accounting and finance experience to
the position. Most recently he has
worked as an accountant for Jordan
and Associates, Ltd . Inc., in Arlington
Heights, Ill., as well as a mortgage sales
consultant for JP Morgan Chase in
Downers Grove, Ill. He holds a bachelor's degree in finance and accounting
from the Academy of Economic Studies
in Bucharest, Romania. He and his family migrated to the United States in the
mid 1980s and belong to St. Hubert
Catholic Church in Schaumburg, Ill.
Katherine Boeger has begun work
as coordinator of recruitment and as
service advocate for Brethren Volunteer
Service (BVS) and the Church of the
Brethren's Global Mission Partnerships,
as of Feb. 14. She brings over 15 years
of experience in a variety of fields
including marketing and sales, human
resources, and farming. Her church
involvements have included travel to
Nigeria for a workcamp and to
Colombia with Christian Peacemaker
Teams. She is a member of Live Oak
(Calif.) Church of the Brethren.
Joe A. Detrick has announced his
retirement as district executive minister
of Southern Pennsylvania District, effective Sept. 30. He began in the position
on Oct. 1, 1998. Ordained in 1977 at
Oakland Mills Uniting Church (now
Columbia, United Christian in MidAtlantic District), Detrick holds degrees
from Manchester College and Bethany
Theological Seminary. He has held pastorates at congregations in
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Shenandoah, South Central Indiana,
and Southern Pennsylvania Districts. He
also served two years in Brethren
Volunteer Service in 1966-68, and then
from 1984-88 was orientation coordinator for BVS. In retirement Detrick will
continue to live in Seven Valleys, Pa.
James E. Miller will retire as district
executive minister of Shenandoah
District, effective May 31. He began in
the position in June 1992. Ordained at
Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren in
Hagerstown, Md., in 1974, he is a graduate of Manchester College and holds
master's degrees from Bethany
Theological Seminary and American
University. His career has included work
with his wife, Mary, in Africa and South
America, serving with East Africa Yearly
Meeting of Friends in Kenya from 197073, and with Mennonite Central
Committee in Brazil from 1981-85. He
was associate district executive for
Shenandoah 1977-81, and district executive for Northern Plains District 1985-92.
His retirement plans include spending
time as an ESL tutor and doing volunteer research work with the Young
Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies
at Elizabethtown (Pa.) College.
Beth Sollenberger has been named
district executive minister for South
Central Indiana District, in a three-quarter time position as of Feb. 21. She
brings more than 29 years of experience
in congregational, district, and denominational ministry to the post.
Sollenberger has served as pastor or
associate pastor at a number of congregations in four districts. She directed the
Parish Resource Center in Dayton, Ohio,
from 1990-92. From 1995-2004 she was
on the staff of the Church of the
Brethren General Board, serving as
director of Stewardship Education, and
then from 1997-2004 as coordinator of
the Congregational Life Team, Area 3.
More recently she has been pastoral
consultant for New Church Development
in Northern Indiana District. She was
ordained in 1981 at Everett (Pa.) Church
of the Brethren and holds degrees from
Bethany Theological Seminary and
Juniata College.
Alan Patterson is the new executive
director of Camp Eder in Fairfield, Pa.

The camp in January reported a number of staff changes, calling for prayers
of blessings for former executive director Michele Smith, and thanks for the
work of interim executive directors lim
Frisby and Tom Brant before the hiring
of Patterson in November.
Jerry and Connie Reynolds retired
as managers of Camp Emmanuel in
Astoria, 111., as of Nov. 1, 2010, after
serving five years in the position. Mike
and Ruth Siburt of Decatur (Ill.) Church
of the Brethren, began as new camp
managers on Nov. 11.
Camp Brethren Heights in Rodney,
Mich., has announced the hiring of
camp director Randall Westfall. He
began his duties on Jan. 15.
Marcia Shetler has resigned as director of communications and public relations at Bethany Theological Seminary
in Richmond, Ind., as of Feb. 25. She has
been named executive director of the
Ecumenical Stewardship Center effective
March 15. Shetler has served Bethany
since 1996 and has focused on the areas
of development, marketing, events,
communication, and public relations.
Carol Smith has begun as a math
teacher at the EVN Comprehensive
Secondary School in Mubi, Nigeria, as
of Feb. 3. The school is a Christian
school founded for the children of members of Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria
(EVN-the Church of the Brethren in
Nigeria), as well as other Christian
denominations. Her appointment as a
program volunteer is supported by
Global Mission Partnerships.
The 2011 Youth Peace Travel Team
has been announced: Mark Dowdy of
Stone Church of the Brethren in
Huntingdon, Pa.; Tyler Goss of West
Richmond (Va.) Church of the Brethren;
Kay Guyer of Manchester <;:hurch of
the Brethren in North Manchester, Ind.;
and Sarah Neher of McPherson (Kan .)
Church of the Brethren. As they spend
time with junior and senior high youth
at camps across the denomination this
summer, the team will teach about
peace, justice, and reconciliation. The
team is sponsored by the Youth and
Young Adult Ministry, Brethren
Volunteer Service, On Earth Peace, and
the Outdoor Ministry Association.

Manuscript on John Kline rediscovered in
Brethren Historical Library and Archives:_.__..----_
-:._::_
-,-:-~
Shortly after assuming the directorship of the Brethren Historical Library
and Archives (BHLA) on Nov. 1, 2010, I
examined a small green box in my
office labeled, "Original Penciled
Manuscript of book Life of John Kline,
by Benjamin Funk." I quickly realized
that I was looking at Funk's original
hand-written manuscript (partial) for
his book, Life and Labors of Elder
John Kline (available from Brethren
Press).
Elder John Kline (1797-1864) was a
Civil War-era Brethren leader and martyr-a preacher, healer, and moderator
of the Brethren Annual Meeting from
1861 until his murder in 1864. He was
ambushed and killed on June 15,
1864, near his home in Rockingham
County, Va., after falling under suspicion for making frequent trips across
the lines between north and south, as
he served the Brethren on both sides
during the war.
As the story goes, Benjamin Funk
reportedly destroyed John Kline's original diary shortly after publishing his
book in 1900. Why Funk felt that he
needed to do this has always been
open to speculation and controversy.
What was in Elder Kline's diaries that
Funk didn't want others to see? Thus,
this "discovery" of Funk's partial penciled manuscript and additional data is
cause for celebration and scholarly
examination.
Notations in the box indicate that
the manuscript is incomplete, covering
only the diary entries that Elder Kline
wrote from March 1844 to August
1858. There is also some additional
material in the manuscript, which
apparently was not included in Funk's
book. This additional material includes
sermons (at least one by Peter Nead)
that are incomplete in beginnings and
endings.
Jeffrey Bach, director of the Young
Center for Anabaptist and Pietist
Studies at Elizabethtown (Pa .) College,
is presently working with the Funk/Kline
material. He will give a presentation for
the John Kline Homestead on April 9
regarding the history of the Brethren

and slavery. In his presentation he
plans to touch on the Funk/Kline manuscript. Bach also is the speaker for an
insight session sponso red by the
Brethren Historical Committee at the
2011 Annual Conference in Grand
Rapids, Mich., on July 4.
-Terry Barkley is director of the Brethren Historical
Library and Archives at the Chu rch of the Brethren
General Offices in Elgin. Il l.

The recently rediscovered penciled
manuscript of the book Life of John
Kline by Benjamin Funk.

Brethren Volunteer Service Unit 292 met in Florida in February for their
three-week orientation. (First row, from left) Callie Surber (staff); Sue Myers
of York, Pa., to Cooper Riis in Mill Spring, N.C.; Rebekah Blazer of Garden
Prairie, Ill., to Hadley Day Care Center in Hutchinson, Kan.; Rachel Sprague
of Hartvil le Church of the Brethren in Alliance, Ohio, to Camp Courageous
in Monticello, Iowa. (Middle row) Jonas Kremer of Koblenz, Germany, to Su
Casa Catholic Worker in Chicago, Ill.; Hilary Teply of Lancaster, Pa., to
Abode Services in Fremont, Calif.; Susan Pracht of Johnston, R.I., to Gou ld
Farm in Monterey, Mass., and then to Church and Peace in Schoffengrun·dLaufdord, Germany; Samantha Lyon-Hill of Sylvan ia, Ohio, to the Abrasevic
Youth Cultural Center in Mostar, Bosnia-Herzegovina; Jessi Marsiglia of
Imperial Heights (Calif.) Church of the Brethren and Palm Springs, Calif., to
Meeting Ground in Elkton, Md. (Back row) Kevin Siedsma of Amsterdam,
The Netherlands, to San Antonio Catholic Worker House in San Antonio,
Texas; Markus Hayrapetyan of Syke, Germany, to Abode Services in
Fremont, Calif.; Don Knieriem (staff); Nico Holz of Hamburg, Germany, to
Center on Conscience & War in Washington, D.C.; Julie Henninger of Mt.
Holly Springs, Pa., to Family Abuse Center in Waco, Texas; Joe Pitocco of
Long Beach, Calif., to L'Arche Kilkenny in Kilmoganny Co ., Kilkenny, Ireland.

M essenger April 2011

When help hurts

W

arning: Reading this book may be hazardous
to your cherished, traditional Brethren ideas
about how to care for the poor.
So much of Brethren self-identity comes from the satisfaction we find in giving to worthy projects, certain that our
dollars are a fitting and faithful response to Jesus' admonition to share "the cup of cold water." In their book, When
Helping Hurts: How to Alleviate Poverty Without Hurting
_the Poor . . . and Yourself, Brian Fikkert and Steve Corbett
(of the Chalmers Center for Economic Development of
Covenant College) raise thorny and
discomforting challenges to the
assumption that generous donations
are the wisest way to alleviate poverty. Case studies shared by the authors
reveal that well-intentioned giving
often feeds an unhealthy dependency
in the recipients, stifles local initiatives in solving community problems,
and can attract unscrupulous local
leaders desirous of personal gain. In
addition, giving without exploring a deeper understanding
of the complexities of poverty can encourage the donors'
own unconscious sense of superiority.
Beginning with a dramatic personal story of compassionate giving, Fikkert challenges traditional thinking on
how best to help the world's poor. He confesses that his
intentions were noble when, while on a sabbatical teaching tour in Uganda, he impulsively donated eight dollars
to save the life of a newly converted witch doctor. But
upon reflection he realized that this simple intervention
had the effect of robbing the faith community and pastor
of the joy as well as the responsibility and challenge of
caring for this new convert's crisis.
Using this story as a backdrop, the authors explore questions such as "What is the definition of poverty? How should
poverty alleviation be approached? What is the best strategy,
when, where, and why?" The authors' definition of poverty
questions simplistic views concerning poverty as largely
material in nature by asserting that poverty is "the result of
relationships that do not work, that are not just, that are not
for life, that are not harmonious or enjoyable. Poverty is the
absence of shalom in all its meanings" (p. 62). Humans need
harmonious relationships with self, God, others, and the

whole of creation, and fostering them should be the true goal
of all poverty alleviation.
When well-intentioned Westerners view the materially
poor as simply needing donated dollars to lift them out of
poverty, they neglect the complex web of relationships that
are the fundamental concern of holistic health for all persons. Those with material wealth can easily satisfy their
"god-complex" (a term coined by development practitioner
Jayakumar Christian) by showering monetary gifts on the
materially poor, ignoring at the same time their own poverty of being and spirit. This faulty understanding prevents
the more complex aim of poverty alleviation (wholly reconciled relationships) from being realized."Poverty alleviation
is the ministry of reconciliation: moving people closer to
glorifying God by living in right relationship with God, with
self, with others, and with the rest of creation" (p. 78).
Based on this definition, the authors begin to explore
strategies for working toward effective poverty alleviation.
They underscore the importance of distinguishing between
situations requiring relief, rehabilitation, and development.
When careful assessment is done, it may be that relief is
needed initially. Many times, though, the need for relief
passes, and is followed by a more pressing need for rehabilitation or development.
Another cautious bit of advice given by the authors is
to avoid what they describe as the "poison of paternalism" (doing things for people that they can do for themselves). Through identifying and building on the assets
present in the local community itself, needs can most
often be best met through utilizing resources, spiritual
strength, knowledge, labor, and managerial skills at hand.
The book contains a wealth of strategies, examples,
assessments of existing programs, etc. Not to be missed is
a valuable evaluation of the effects of "Short Term Mission
Teams" on poor communities. With each chapter's reflection questions, the book is a "must read" for small group
studies, short-term mission teams, and church mission
committees. Written with grace, humor, and devotion to
Christ, the book will hopefully make readers creatively and
productively unsettled. n!
Nancy Sol lenberger Heishman, an orda in ed Church of
the Brethren minister, recen tly compl eted seven and a
half years as mission staff in the Dom inican Republic.

ONCAMPUS
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.)
A group of history, sociology, and political science students from Bridgewater College traveled to Washington, D.C., March 1 to observe the
United States Supreme Court in action . The oral
argument heard by the students was Schindler
Elevator Corp. v. United States. Following the
court session, the students interviewed one of
Justice Anthony Kennedy's law clerks and then
were treated to a tour of the building's east and
west conference rooms.
Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.)
A bill that Katie Zerfuss '03 began as a student at
Elizabethtown College recently was signed into
US law through Act 104 of 2010, the omnibus
school code bill . The bill requires that institu tions of higher education establish, implement,
and administer a sexual violence awareness
program. The Act started its journey as House
Bill 566 in the fall of 2002, when Zerfuss drafted
it as an intern in the Bipartisan Management
Committee Fellowship Program .

Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.)
Jewel Daniels, a sophomore studying communi cations, placed first in the annual Juniata College
Bailey Oratorical Contest by persuasively arguing
that global communication, rather than a single
person, was the "idea of the year" for 2010.
Daniels convinced the audience and judges that
"Global Communication empowers us to share
our sense of generosity, humanity, and solidarity,
which becomes more and more important for
everyone as the world becomes more connected."

University of La Verne
(La Verne, Calif.)

Zandra Wagoner has been selected as the
University of La Verne's new interfaith chaplain.
Zandra brings many talents to this position. An
ordained minister in the Church of the Brethren
with a PhD in Religious Studies, Wagoner will
develop programming to support a broad range
of religious traditions, and create a place to
exp lore diversity, personal and social responsibility, justice, peace, and service.

Manchester College students
break world record in four-square
A persistent and bone-weary team of Manchester College students appears to have set a new world record in the schoolyard
game of four-square. Fifteen students bounced the ball for 30
hours, unofficially besting the Guinness World Record™ by a full
hour in the Feb. 25-26 effort. They topped the record shortly
after 5 p.m. on Saturday in the College Union.
At times, the challenge was almost overwhelming, said firstyear student Todd Eastis, who chaired the challeng e. "It was
toughest trying to get through the night and make it to sunrise
Saturday. But I never heard anybody say they wanted to quit."
The sociology major was back at class Monday morning , admitting it took 12 hours of sleep to rejuvenate.
The challenge, led by the campus fa ith group Simply
Brethren, also raised $1,000 for Camp Alexander Mack in
Milford, Ind., a popular Church of the Brethren lake retreat.
Each fall since 1925, Manchester College students, faculty,
and staff members have spent a day at the camp doing service,
playing softball, canoeing ... and playing four-square. Camp
Mack lost its main building, Becker Lodge, to fire last summer.
"Thank you, we look at you as inspiration as we face the task
ahead," said Camp Mack executive director Rex Miller regard ing the construction of replacement facilities.
Official observers and timers from the community (they
could not be associated with the college) provided continuous,
around-the-clock support, as did many college employees and
students .
The record the students claim is unofficial. Now the students
will gather and send witness statements and log books, photographs, media coverage, and other proof of their feat to
Guinness World Records™. Validation typically takes six to eight
weeks, they've been told. They hope to unseat holders of the
29-hour Guinness World Records™ - Buenos Aires International
Christian Academy in Argentina .
Ma nchester Colle e Office of Public Relation

Manchester College
(North Manchester, Ind.)

Manchester College sophomore Daniel Allen
received an All-Region Witness Award at a
regional Mock Trial tournament for college
students Feb. 26-27 in South Bend, Ind. He and
five fellow students made up one of 22 teams
who competed for top honors. Allen 's testimony
was so effective he brought a judge to tears.
"I'm just glad I joined such a dedicated team,"
said Allen.

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.)
McPherson College has hired Dr. Betsy Gatewood
of Wake Forest University as its first
Entrepreneurship Fellow, effective March 1.
Gatewood is one of the foremost experts on entrepreneurship in post-secondary education. "Today's
students are interested in making a real difference
in the world," Gatewood said. "We want to equip
them with entrepreneurial skills for tackling the
complex problems they will face."

Manchester College students broke the four-square world record. The
15 participants were Katelyn Carothers, Todd Eastis, Kay Guyer, Lucas
Kauffman, Laban Wenger, Sarah Leininger, Julia Largent, Miranda
DeHart, Andrew Miller, Matt Hammond, Jesse Steffen, Hunter Snapp,
Turner Ritchie, Laura Lichauer, and Marie Stump.
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other. (Somehow these people seem
to get stuck in anything that has to do
with sex, deeming it to be worse than
anything else.) But sins have no ranking system. The moment you say,
"Your sin is greater than my sin," you
are guilty of the sin of judging others.
All sins separate us from God. If you
decide to split from the body of Christ
because you are pointing at one

Some sins greater than others?
Over the years I have read many letters and articles in MESSENGER on the
subject of homosexuality. It seems to
me that many people who have written these have been missing one
major point. Some who believe that
homosexuality is a sin also seem to
believe that it is a sin greater than any
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group of people and judging them as
sinners, remember that you are also
pointing at yourself.
If we were to confine church membership or leadership to those without
sin, no one would be a member, and no
one could serve as a leader. As someone has said, the church is not a community of saints, but a hospital of sinners. If you deny anyone their right to
full membership in the body of Christ
because you believe them to be in the
wrong, then you are essentially denying
yourself that right as well. As I read the
Bible, I read that Christ's message was
one of love and grace for all of us when
we sin. Who am I to deny anyone full
access to that love and grace when it is
a free gift from Christ himself?
Nancy Kurtz
Kansa s City. Ka n.

Cancer and the church
Will there be much praying at Annual
Conference that is truly peacefully,
simply, together-prayer that God
actually hears? In our various meetings, will we pray while Jesus is standing outside the door knocking?
Why do I feel that some things simply are not worth fighting over? In
walking with my wife through what
could be described as a near-death
experience-a stem cell transplant in
January for multiple myeloma, a type
of blood cancer-I have been deeply
affected by such things as discussions
about prayer and what I hope for at
Annual Conference.

Learn about bullying...

and what you can do to stop it
www.brethren.org/nobullying
• Video message and pastoral
letter on bullying from General
Secretary Stan Noffsinger
• Safe places materials
• Child protection resources
• Fall 2010 Seed Packet
• Links to anti-bullying websites
for kids, parents, congregations,
and camps

Annual Conference Insight Session
Monday, July 4 - 9:00 p.m.
No More Bullying: Creating Safe Spaces presented by Judy Myers-Walls
" ... may the Holy Spirit empower our church communities
to be places of safety and nurturing love."
-Stan Noffsinge1; 2010 pastoral letter in response to bullying

Keeping@
Child~n Safe
■
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The opinions expressed in "Letters" are not necessarily those of MESSENGER. R_eaders should
receive them in the same way as when differing
views are expressed in face-to-face conversation.
Letters should be brief, clear, and respectful of
the opinions of others, with strong differences
handled in the spirit of Matthew 18. Preference
is given to letters that respond directly to items
in MESSENGER. Anonymous letters will not be
considered.
Send letters to MESSENGER, Attn: Letters, 1451
Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or messenger@
brethren.org. Please include hometown and
phone number.

' ' I HOPE AND PRAY THAT THE MOVING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN
OUR MIDST AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE WILL REFLECT MORE OF THE
DYNAMIC STORY IN ACTS 15 THAN THE VIOLENT WORDS AND
ACTIONS OF THE WORLD.''

I hope and pray that the movi~g
of the Holy Spirit in our midst at
Annual Conference will reflect more
of the dynamic story in Acts 15 than
the violent words and actions of the
world. Can we overcome the spiritual
cancer that does not respect and
wholesomely include some others in
the Body of Christ?
With a mixture of sadness and
hope, prayers and thanksgiving,

do whatever they want to do sounds
a lot like the times of the judges
where "all the people did what was
right in their own eyes" (Judges
21 :25). Most Bible scholars understand the period of the judges to be a
low point in the history of God's people, and certainly not a time after
which to pattern our understanding
in New Testament times.
Most of the scriptures that deal

explicitly with homosexuality were not
printed in the Special Response
Process Studies, but references to
them can be found in the 1983 decision. If anyone can find the verse that
I'm looking for-a place where God
explicitly approves of the homosexual
lifestyle, let me know, because I am
still waiting.
James F. Myer
Lititz, Pa .

Roger Eberly
Milford, Ind.

Still waiting
The Bible is not silent on the issue of
homosexuality, but at no place do the
scriptures approve it. As one who has
been heavily involved in this issue
from the writing of the 1983 position
paper (Human Sexuality from a
Christian Perspective) to the preparing
of the Special Response Process
Studies, I have been asking for anyone
to show me one verse from the Bible
where God clearly approves of the
practice of homosexuality. After 30
years of asking this question, I am still
waiting for an answer.
If we want to be on the right side of
the issue, we had better be guided by
what God says in the Bible, rather than
by what is not said. Otherwise we may
be faulted for being like those "who
call evil good and good evil, who put
darkness for light and light for darkness, and who put bitter for sweet and
sweet for bitter" (Isaiah 5:20).
Affirming individuals, congregations, or groups within the church to

A Dunker Guide to the Bible
Drawing from the best and the brightest Church of the
Brethren biblical teachers, this guide is the perfect tool
for building a basic understanding of the Bible.
1651 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . .... . ..$15.95

A Dunker Guide to Brethren History
A relational approach to Brethren history. This gui~e
offers a un ique perspective into the lives of the people who shaped Church of the Brethren history and
teaches us to be more attentive to our own story.
1652 . .... . ......... . . . .. . .... . .. .$12 .95
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' 'THE PAPER CALLS ON US TO BE SENSITIVE TO THE PROBLEMS OF
HOMOSEXUAL PEOPLE IN OUR CULTURE AND TO BEFRIEND THEM SO
THAT WE CAN SERVE AND WORSHIP TOGETHER IN AN ATMOSPHERE
11

11

WHERE OPEN, FORTHRIGHT CONVERSATIONS CAN TAKE PLACE.''

Open forthright conversations
I appreciated Harold Martin's frank and
straightforward Special Response
column in the March MESSENGER.
However, his letter did bring up a
concern I've had about the process. It
seems that many people have either
not read the 1983 Statement on Human
Sexuality carefully or have forgotten
some of what it says.

Brother Martin points out that "we
must be careful to condemn only the
practice, not the people." The paper
goes into some detail about how we
should live out Brother Martin's
reminder, saying we should welcome
"all inquirers who confess Jesus Christ
as Lord and Savior into the fellowship
of the church"-including homosexuals.
In so welcoming, we are admonished to
create an atmosphere of "non-

BE MORE THAN A TOURIST
2011 TOURS

2012 TOURS

ISRAEVPALESTINE with PASTOR JAMIE GERBER
(April 27 · Moy 6)

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND (February 3 · 23)

EXPLORE the WORLD of PAUL with TOM YODER NEUFELD
(Moy 4 · 20)

VISIT MEXICO & its COPPER CANYON (Morch 9 · 18)

LEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLE RIVER CRUISE (Moy 11 · 24)

TOUR TO GUATEMALA (February 24 · Morch 4)
EXPLORE SOUTH AMERICA (Morch 18 · 31)

ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 7 · 18)

FOLLOWING the STEPS of MOSES (April 16 · 27)

ICELAND COUNTRY TOUR (June 13 · 22)

EUROPEAN HERITAGE with PAUL ZEHR (May 3 · 16)

EUROPEAN HERITAGE with JOHN RUTH (June 23 · July 6)

ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 7 · 18)

WILLIAM PENN, THE POETS & MORE...
(ENGLAND & SCOTLAND) (July 22 · August 4)

GLORY of RUSSIA: MOSCOW & ST. PETERSBURG (July 3 · 13)

MENNONITE STORY in POLAND (August 9 · 17)

VIETNAM and SINGAPORE (November 12 · 26)

EUROPEAN HERITAGE with JOHN RUTH (July l O- 23)

VISIT UKRAINE with EDGAR STOESZ (September 19 · 28)
A PILGRIMAGE to PORTUGAL (September 20 · 30)
EXPERIENCE IRELAND with the LEDERACHS
(September 22 · October 3)
ISRAEVPALESTINE with PASTOR GARRY JANZEN
(October 14 · 23)
From NAZARETH to ROME (November l O· 22)
BEHIND the VEIL-EXPERIENCING EGYPT with MEDA
(November 14 · 26)
OBERAMMERGAU CHRISTMAS MARKET (December 7 · 11 )

CALL 1-800-565-0451

"Building bridges among Mennonites and
other Christians and faiths around the world
through custom-designed travel."

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR
office@tourmaginotion.com wrn: www.tourmagination.com
9 WillowStreet, Waterloo, ON N2J 1V6 Canada
Reg. #50014322
2308 Wood Street, Lancaster, PA17603 USA
E-MAIL:

accusatory acceptance and to offer
redemptive help with Christian love and
with gentle evangelistic skills." The
paper calls on us to be sensitive to the
problems of homosexual people in our
culture and to befriend them so that we
can serve and worship together in an
atmosphere where "open, forthright
conversations" can take place.
Specifically, the paper holds that "proof
texts, condemnation and a sense of
guilt will not empower change."
Also, Brother Martin refers to people
he has known who chose a homosexual
"lifestyle." The homosexuals that I have
known have unanimously indicated that
homosexuality is not something they
have chosen. Rather, it is simply the way
they were made, and that if they had
had a choice they would never have
opted for the difficulties and
persecutions that homosexuals face in
our culture.
If we continue with the 1983
statement, my hope is that it will be
with a complete understanding of
exactly what the document says and
how it calls on us as Christi ans to
respond to our homosexual brothers
and sisters. Brother Martin refers to the
weariness of some of us in dealing with
the issues of homosexuality and samesex marriage. I cannot help but reflect,
however, that the gospel accounts make
it clear that the Pharisees were weary as
well-weary of someone who insisted
on befriending the outcasts of that time,
weary of someone who questioned
their self-righteousness and lack of
compassion, weary of our Lord Jesus
himself.
Jeffrey D. Scott

West mi nster, M d.

Not all Brethren oppose
military service
I am writing in response to the letter
"A sinful lifestyle choice" (Jan/Feb
2011 MESSENGER). Yes, Brethren have
always opposed war, and have
declared this in the "Statement of the
Church of the Brethren on War," which
says "all war is sin." N.ot all Brethren,
however, consider military service
inherently sinful.
Is there a moral difference between
using force to stop an army from
invading a neighboring country and
using force to stop a street gang from
invading a neighbor's home? It's not a
"good" choice, but neither is allowing
others to be harmed.
Paul told the Romans (ch. 14) not to
criticize each other for having different
ideas of what's right and wrong, for
they are serving God, not each
other. He said that what's a sin for one
may not be a sin for another, and to let
God be the judge. He said, "Anything
that is done apart from what he feels is
right is sin" (vs. 23). The Brethren
statement on war also says, "The
church itself respects the right of the
individual conscience within its membership and has never set up an
authoritative creed." Let's share our
opinions, do what we believe is right,
and let God be the judge.
The motive behind the force determines the righteousness of it, whether
it is being used to stop a child from hitting a sibling, to stop a gang from
attacking a neighbor, or to stop Hitler
from committing genocide.
Ellis Yoder
M cPherson, Kan.

Not a choice
As a physician, I have had the opportunity to learn to know many persons in
an intimate manner, one rarely afforded others. Their sexual orientation was
not a deterrent to my giving any care
needed. One thing stands out: An individual's sexual orientation is innate. It
is not a choice. It is not sinful. Our orientation is intrinsic and inherent, a
quality of our inmost being. This can-

not be changed or altered through
medicine and research. Any report of
change is suspect.
Biblical records contain many
things the writers did not understand,
were wrongly interpreted, or perhaps
were embellished a bit. Or perhaps
they cannot be understood today. A
few examples:• The earth was flat, with heaven
above and land below; the sun
goes around the earth
• No concept of space-Jesus
ascended up into heaven (or did he
go out into space?) Mark 16:19
• The duration of life: Sarah lived to
be 127, had a child at 90; Abraham
lived to be 175 and had six children
after Sarah died
• Slavery was not condemned:
"Teach slaves to be subject to their
masters" (Ephesians 6:5-9)
• Illness due to evil spirit possession:
"Be quiet; come out of him!" Jesus
said sternly (Mark 1:25-26)
I believe the Church of the Brethren
should not use sexual orientation as a
means of determining membership. In
the future (perhaps), when sexual orientation can be altered, the choice
would not be by religious force, but by
individual decision, if desired.
Gerald W. Roller
Roanoke, Va.

What holds us together?
The 1979 Annual Conference paper
on Biblical Inspiration and Authority
makes this statement: "Brethren differ on the nature of the inspiration,
the equality of authority within the
Bible .... "
What is amazing is that after we
passed such a paper we could pretend
to act in unison. Just a few years later,
with great disagreement, we passed
the Human Sexuality paper. How did
we think our church was held together
if not by scripture? That generation
counted upon the bonds of love and

An Inspiring Story of
Hope and Humanity
In 1975, a 37 year-old Brethren
homemaker named Marie
Hamilton started visiting prison
inmates with one simple idea :
to look for and affirm the good
in them. Her vision challenged
conventional thinking, she had
no formal education in criminal
justice, yet her programs have
become an integral part of
Pennsylvania's prison system,
touching the lives of thousands.

www_brethrenpress.com
800-441-3712
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familial connection to hold us together. But new generations have lost
many of those bonds.
Twenty-eight years ago, I witnessed
us act against the best reading of
scripture. We disenfranchised a minority. We set up our own law. We chose
to make participation in the good
news something other than simply
accepting Jesus Christ as Lord. Our
argument was not really about homosexuality; rather, it was about the
meaning of the cross.
Perhaps there is something else
that keeps us together, something
beyond our interpretations, the bonds
love and of familial affection. Perhaps
the Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ
holds us together.
Or, perhaps not. Perhaps we
should just make it official and split.
Which is it?
Jeff Neuman-Lee
De nve r, Colo

Moving in a healing direction
My research into the recent query on
the issue of gay relationships has led
me to believe that such relationships
are genetically hard-wired and thus
are biologically determined and
genetically heritable traits so, rather
than being a simple lifestyle choice,
they have been predetermined by
God . This genetically predetermined
minority of gays and lesbians should
be accepted for what they are . As
such, many do not consider homosexuality a sin.
However, many others consider
homosexuality a sin. Accepting their
view, a search of the four Gospels fails
to show Jesus singling out homosexuality as a particular sin to be avoided.
The scriptures say that all of us have
sinned and fallen short of the glory of
God. Jesus implored his disciples not
to judge the sins of others, adding his
personal directive to us to wait

because, without exception, each of us
will be judged by him on Judgment
Day (John 5:22).
Our denomination should delete
the final sentence from the third paragraph of the 1983 Statement and
replace it with the following: "The
Church of the Brethren, in following
the acts and words of Christ, likewise
accepts into our worship services any
and all human beings and, furthermore, accepts into leadership roles,
as appropriate, anyone who professes
a personal faith in Jesus through letter of transfer, or through the waters
of baptism by immersion as witnessed by one of our congregations."
By moving in this healing direction,
our denomination can continue the
work of Jesus peacefully, simply, and
together.
Dan Gault
Mod est o, Ca lif .

CLASSIFIEDADS
Scandinavian & St. Petersburg Cruise Tour - September 9-21, 2011.

Visiting Denmark, Germany, Estonia, Russia, Finland, Sweden. Basic cost only
$2499 (dbl occ.) from D.C. (includes port charges of $210). Bible Lands Tour
- November 9-18, 2011, (Optional 3 more days to Jordan), visiting Nazareth
Village, Caesarea, Sea of Galilee, Megiddo, Capernaum, Jericho, Jerusalem,
Bethlehem, Masada, Qumran, much more. Australia/New Zealand - February,
2012 . For itineraries contact Ed and Edie Bontrager -eebontrager@aol.com
540-438-8304 - www.travelventuretours .com .
A Christian Cruise. Join COB Pastor John and Pastor Linda Stoner as they

cruise Canada and New England aboard the stunning liner Poesia . This adventure takes place September 28 to October 8, 2011 and features bus transportation from Western Pennsylvania. Travel arrangements from any gateway city are
possible as well . Departure is from New York City. Christian messages, worship
and fellowship galore!! Contact: 814-444-8800, if no answer call 800-462 1592 and ask for John or ema il jnljaunts@floodcity.net for details.
PASTORS NEEDED. Congregations in many of the denomination's 23 districts
are in need of strong, trained Christian leaders who are dedicated to Church of
the Brethren beliefs and practices to serve as pastor. The available placements
are both full-time and part-time and include some associate/second staff positions. The congregations vary widely in size and program. A full listing of openings can be found at www.brethren.org/congregationalvacancies. Contact the
appropriate district executive or call the Min istry office at 800-323-8039 .
Director of Communications Bethany Theological Sem inary, a graduate
school and academy of the Church of the Brethren, located in Richmond,
Indiana, offering MDiv and MA programs with local and distance tracks, seeks

Messenger April 2011

a full-time Director of Communications with education and experience in communications to
• Strengthen, expand, and manage the image and awareness of Bethany
Theological Seminary
• Develop and execute communications plans, strateg ies, and tactics
• Serve diverse stakeholder groups, both internal and external
Work collaboratively with the Director of Electronic Communications
• Share the vision of an inquiring, thoughtful Christian faith
Candidate should have strong organizational abil ities, good interpersonal skills,
excellent writing and oral communication abilities, knowledge of electronic
technolog ies and software essentia l for design and production of communication pieces, and an eye and imagination tuned to newsworthy developments in
the Bethany community to be sent as timely printed and electronic news
releases. Bachelor's degree with experience and knowledge of the Church of
the Brethren preferred .
Letters of application, resumes, and samples of work or portfolio should be
sent to Director of Communications Search, Bethany Theological Seminary, 615
National Road West, Richmond, IN 47374 or electronically to communications.
search@bethanyseminary.edu . Application deadline is May 1 or until the position is filled.
Consider these opportunities: Western U.S. National
Parks incl. Yellowstone, Grand Teton, Bryce, Arches, Grand Canyon, and
more! June 14-24 (11 days) Brochure avai lable. Nova Scotia. Oct. 13-22 (10
days) Brochure available. Contact Zieg ler Tours, %Earl & Vivian Ziegler, 3001
Lititz Pike, Lancaster, PA 17606-5093. Phone: 717-560-6488. Email: evzieg@
gmail.com
Love Traveling?

Please send information to be
included in Turning Points to
Jean Clements, 1451 Dundee
Ave, Elgin, IL 60120; 800323-8039 ext. 206; jclements@
brethren.org. Information must
be complete in order to be published . Info rmation older than
one year cannot be published.

New Members
Alpha & Omega, Lancaster,
Pa.: Ramon Tapia, Ernesto
Costa, Shirley Cintron,
Mary Cruz Hernandez
Berkey, Windber, Pa. : Tina
Harclerode, Dave
Harclerode, Jaymie
Harclerode, Jeanna
Harclerode, Bob Fisher,
Becky Fisher, Gavin Pierce,
Austin Bates, Hannah Vogel
Briery Branch, Dayton, Va.:
Carl Allman, Angie
Allman, Adam Rogers,
Kevin Rogers. Patrick
Pittsenbarger
Eversole, New Lebanon,
Ohio: Rosalee Montes,
Victoria Gunter
Frederick, Md.: Rick White,
Ri.c k Parente, Carter Evans,
Cheryl Evans, Tammy Wirt,
Will Wirt, Candy
Hansberger, Vanessa
Robison, Mike Robison,
Jacqueline Kindle, Maria
O 'Toole, Heather Ayers,
Chris Ayers, Robin Pickens,
Carrie Clipperly, Emily
Moss
Free Spring, Mifflintown,
Pa.: Joseph Davis, Luke
Davis, Madeline Davis,
Flint Davis
Green Tree, Oaks, Pa.: Debbie
Scott, Mary Alice Packer
Maple Grove, New Paris,
Ind.: Ricky Masters,
Andrew Smith
Maple Grove, Lexington,
N.C.: Beeva Alspaugh
Midway, Lebano n, Pa.:
Olivia Hitz, Abigail
Balsbaugh, Meredith
Balsbaugh, Harry
Neuman, Debra Neuman,
Christine Krall
Mount Morris , Ill.: Matthew
Wissin g, Anna Nakajima,
Naomi Nakajima, Harold
Goeking
Mountain Grove, Fulks Run,
Va.: Jeff Showman
Nokesville, Va.: Craig Yohn,
Laura Yohn
Skyridge, Kalamazoo, Mich.:
Karen Ullrich
Stover Memorial, Des
Moines, Iowa : Ed Lewczak,
Thomas McMullin
Union Center, Nappanee,
Ind.: Jamie McBride

Anniversaries
Ball, Arden and Charmaine,
Goshen, Ind ., 60
Crum, Paul and Dolly,
Frederick, Md., 60
Cupp, Donald and Shirley,
Harrisonburg, Va., 55
Eby, Devon and Elaine,
Nappanee, Ind. , 55
Everest, Dean and Lorita,
New Paris, Ind., 55
Fogle, Charles and Patsy,
Frederick, Md., 50
Haldeman, Robert and
Viola, Manheim, Pa., 65
Hood, Donald and Janet,
Sykesville, Md., 50
Lantis, P. Carson and
Donna, Nappanee, Ind.,
50
Lasiter, Elmer and Lenora,
Frederick, Md., 50
May, Stanley and Doris,
Catlett, Va., 65
Myers, John and Cindy,
Union Bridge, Md. , 50
Nolt, Luke and Lorraine,
Manheim, Pa., 55
Parker, Creed and Vonnie,
Frederick, Md. , 50
Sheets, Vernon and Mary
Lou, Nappanee, Ind., 55
Shenk, Eugene and Darlene,
Elizabethtown, Pa., 55
Stansbury, Leighton and
Dorothy, New
Cumberland, Pa ., 60
Tosten, Paul and Mary,
Shippensburg, Pa. , 65
Walter, Don and Doris, New
Paris, Ind ., 55
Weaver, Wallace and Mary
Alice, Harrisonburg, Va.,
50

Deaths
Adolph, Dorothy Arlene, 78,
Reading, Minn. , Feb. 11
Andrews, Glenna H., 93,
Wakarusa, Ind. , Sept. IS
Bashore, Curtis R., 96,
Bethel, Pa ,, Jan . 21
Bashore, Stella M., 84,
Bethel, Pa., Jan. 19
Bather, John A., 92, Elgin,
Ill. , Feb. 21
Berkebile, LaVerne E., 91 ,
Windber, Pa., Oct. 12
Boose, Lloyd W., 72, Mount
Joy, Pa., Jan. 18
Bowman, Velma Wells Royal,
95, New Windsor, Md.,
Dec. 20
Brammer, Esther C ., 92,
Stan leytown, Va., Jan . 9
Brown, Susan E., 87,
Lebanon, Pa., June 30
Burall, W. LeRoy, 80, New
Market, Md., Feb. 7
Burkholder, Donald A., 89,
Freeport, Ill., Nov. 16

Bussard, Francis R., 87,
Frederick, Md., Sept. 7
Clifford-Cabaniss, Rose, 89,
West Alexandria, Ohio,
Jan . 27
Cook, Lisa Renee Campbell,
44, Mount Crawford, Va. ,
Dec. 3
Coy, Edna May, 99,
Columbiana, Ohio, fan. 18
Crissman, Sherry L., 54,
Windber, Pa., June 8
Crouse, Marguerite L., 84,
Harleysville, Pa., Jan. 28
Darkwood, Violet B. Miller,
98, Nappanee, Ind., Oct. 7
Dickson, Muriel M., 94,
Mount Morris, lll., Feb. 12
Ebling, Arma M., 95, Bethel,
Pa., Feb. 5
Esworthy, Alton Duvall, Sr.,
91, Adamstown, Md .,
Nov. 27
Esworthy, Artie Robert, Sr. ,
82, Frederick, Md. , Aug.
13
Etzler, Phyllis I. Dershem,
8 l, New Madison, Ohio,
Jan. 28
Fern, Evelyn Mae, 94,
Williamsburg, Pa., Feb. 7
Fix, Herbert Carlton, 79,
Waynesboro, Va., Feb. 3
Flickinger, Glenn R., 86,
Wakarusa, Ind ., Aug. 17
Forry, Sandra M. , 60,
Rehrersburg, Pa., Sept. 15
Fowler, Fern, 94, Dexter,
Mo., Jan. 30
Garver, Robert, 78,
Frederick, Md ., Aug. 16
Geisel, Betty M. Rinehart,
79, Windber, Pa., Jan. 28
George, Rhonda S ., 52,
Windber, Pa., Jan. 15
Gordon, Mearl Griffith, 91 ,
Harrisonburg, Va ., fan . 9
Gumm, Max D. , 76, Clive,
Iowa, Feb. 20
Hilbert, Doris W. , 78,
Dayton, Va ., Sept. J 3
Holsinger, Martha Catherine
Shenk, 93, Broadway, Va. ,
Jan. 20
Jackson, Forrest Duane, 91 ,
Norcatur, Kan., Dec. 18
Kiehl, Elsie S., 104,
Mechanicsburg, Pa., Aug.
9
Langstaff, Ruth Peck, 91,
Overland Park, Kan., Jan.
23
Lingle, Melvin L., Sr., 83,
Bethel, Pa., Nov. 28
Long, Sarah M., 82,
Hagerstown, Md., Feb. 12
Mauzy, Ann W., 79,
Broadway, Va. , Jan. 6
May, Doris Mae, 83 , Catlett,
Va., Jan. 31
McDowell, Lois M., 80,
Huntingdon, Pa., Dec. 31
Michael, Verlin E., 88,

Mount Solon, Va. , Jan. 3 1
Miller, Glenn R., 80,
Thomasville, Pa., Jan. 7
Millikin, Roger C., 87, West
Alexandria, Ohio, Feb. 12
Moats, C. Daniel, 71 , Dixon,
Ill. , Jan. 28
Moffitt, Ruth G ., 89,
Washington, Kan., May 5,
2009
Moffitt, William B. , Jr. , 93 ,
Washington, Kan., Feb. J 6
Moody, Kenneth J. , 72 ,
Garden City, Kan., Feb . 2
Moubray, Betty H. , 79,
Broadway, Va., Jan. 12
Myers, Charles R., 93, North
Manchester, Ind. , Jan. 30
Norman, Shirley A., 73,
Grafton, W.Va. , Jan. 21
Nye, Miriam, 87, Lebanon ,
Pa., Nov. 9
Orndoff, James Thomas , 72,
Martinsburg, W.Va., Jan.
17
Patterson, Arleen Fern, 97,
Lansing, Mich., Jan. 19
Petry, Anna Elizabeth, 91,
Westminster, Md., Jan. 7
Puffenbarger, Mary
Alexander, 90, Mount
Crawford, Va. , Feb. 18
Rowe, Dorothy Bittner
Smith, 89, Chambersburg,
Pa., Jan. 19
Runkle, Elva Parks, 94,
Frederick, Md., Aug. 25
Saft, M ichelle H ., 43,
Harrisburg, Pa., Dec. 29
Scanlan, Vickie Renee
Layman, 53,
Harrisonburg, Va ., Jan. 19
Shelley, Dorothy S.
McKonly, 77, Millersville,
Pa. , Jan. 28
Shock, Jeanette M. , 72,
Defiance, Ohio, Feb. 9
Smith, Anna C., 93 ,
Dillsburg, Pa. , Jan. 23
Snyder, Rebecca E., 85,
Duncannon, Pa., July 7
Spear, Wilmer Emert, 89,
Mountain Home, Ark.,
Feb. 21
Stine, Jane Burkholder, 80,
Marietta, Ga. , Feb. 12
Surratt, David L. , 80,
Harrisonburg, Va. , Dec.
28
Sweigart, Catherine M., 90,
Lebanon, Pa. , Jan. 25
Thomas , David, 60,
Frederick, Md., Sept. 24
Thomas, Erma Joyce, 91,
Elgin, Ill. , Jan . 14
Vallies, Charles Eugene, 72,
Shelocta, Pa. , Feb. 12
Van Dusen, Mary L. Stern,
89, Goshen , Ind. , Dec. 31
Vogeler, Lance, 29,
Savannah, Ga., Oct. 1
Wantz, Elmer LeRoy, 89,
Westminster, Md., Jan. 1

Weaver, Mallah Ruth
Berkebile, 84, Davidsville,
Pa., Sept. 11
Webb, Mary Hazel Jones,
100, Salem, Va., Jan. 24
Welty, Jennieve Amelia Beall ,
89, Frederick, Md. , Sept.
30
West, Robert H ., 85, Peoria,
Ariz., Jan. 12
Wetzel, Mildred H. , 87,
Westminster, Md. , Jan. 3
White, Cecil C., 93 , Dixon,
Ill., Feb. 4
Wilson, Joseph M ., 84,
Frederick, Md. , Oct. 28
Wolfe, Kenneth D., 73 ,
Frederick, Md., Dec. 4
Young, Walter H., 64,
Easton, Md. , Jan. 31
Ziegler, Nancy M., 83 ,
Harrisburg, Pa., Jan. 10
Zimmerman, Janice L., 60,
Lebanon, Pa. , Jan. 27

Ordinations
D'Oleo, Daniel, Virlina Dist.
(Roanoke, First, Roanoke,
Va.), Jan. 30
Exceus , Rene!, Atl. S.E. Dist.
(Orlando Haitian,
Orlando, Fla.), Jan. 30
Kensinger, James M., W. Pa.
D ist. (Montgomery,
Commodo re, Pa.), Jan. 16
McDonald, James R., SIC
Ind. Dist., (Living Faith,
Flora, Ind.), Nov. 14

Licensings
Graves, Andrew, N. Ind.
Dist. (Blissvi lle, Plymouth,
Ind.) , Feb. 6
Graves , Nora Annette, N.
Ind. Dist. (Blissville,
Plymouth, Ind .) , Feb. 6
Stiles, Laurie, Mid . Pa. Dist.
(Curryville, Pa.), Jan. 9
Syms , Jessie, Mid-At!. D ist.
(Dundalk, Baltimore,
Md .), Jan. 16

Placements
Grady, Duane, from interim
to pastor, Cedar Lake,
Auburn, Ind., Feb. 13
Horst, Wi lmer R., pastor,
Sanford Ma ine Project,
Lebanon, Maine, Feb. 10
Markle, Brian R., pastor,
Lake View Ch ristian
fellowship, East Berlin,
Pa., Feb. 2 1
Saylor, Lee D. , pastor,
Fairview, Williamsburg,
Pa., Feb. 17
Sollenberger, Beth, District
Executive Minister, South/
Central Indiana District,
North Manchester, Ind.,
Feb. 21
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Reason for hope

J

oe Mwonge, a former colleague of mine at World
Vision International, used to say that, back home in
Uganda, when people came to an impasse over an issue,
they would say, "Let's eat together!" And they would sit
down at a common table and work through whatever issues
were causing them division and strife.
When President Obama delivered his state of the union
address to Congress in January, he asked that the senators
and representatives sit intermingled,
rather than divided according to political affiliation. It represented a modest attempt on his part to encourage
opposing sides to see each other not
as adversaries but as human beings
assembled there for the common
good of the Union.
So I'm thinking, if politicians can
do that, maybe Brethren can, too.
Of course, even before President
Obama suggested such a radical
notion, Jesus encouraged a similar
concept when he talked about a certain "Great Banquet" in
which people of all stripes were encouraged to come and sit
together at a common table. Some theologians today refer
to this as "open commensality."
"The Jewish establishment rejected Jesus for many reasons," one Brethren pastor said recently, "but one of the
major reasons was because of his open table fellowship-

by themselves, reminding each other why their perspective
on things is right, and wondering why those gathered in
some other ballroom haven't yet seen the light.
But what if we were to borrow from President Obama
(and Jesus) when we gather in Grand Rapids this summer?
Instead of separate VOS and BRF dinners, for instance, let's
suggest these groups have a big dinner together-Great
Banquet-style. (The Conference theme this year, after all, is
"Gifted with promise-extending God's table.") And no sitting at separate tables, either; they would have to intermingle, just like their elected representatives did. They may
make polite, awkward chit-chat at first. But after a few minutes, they might fish out their smart phones and show each
other pictures of their families. They might talk about potlucks or vacations, or how the rubber chicken on their plate
is not as bad as they thought it would be. Slowly, they might
begin to see each other not as adversaries but as human
beings. And later, when they pass each other in the hallways, rather than scowl at the prayer covering or the rainbow scarf, they might instead smile and say hello to those
with whom they shared a meal the day before.
Maybe it's too radical an idea. The likelihood that groups so
deeply opposed to one other could actually come together is
probably too much to hope for. (It wasn't a big hit when Jesus
and Paul suggested it to the Jews and Gentiles in their day either.)
Besides, it's probably too late to pull off something like
this. By now, ballrooms at the Amway Grand Plaza in Grand
Rapids have long been assigned . But wouldn't it be amazing

A GREAT BANQUET, WHERE ALL ARE WELCOME. MAYBE WE SHOULD

CONSIDER GIVING THAT ANOTHER TRY THIS SUMMER.
eating with 'sinners' and being in relationship with people
that his faith tradition taught him were unacceptable:
Gentiles, prostitutes, and tax collectors .... He rejected the
notion that God punished people like that, and he dreamed
of a society where everyone was extended hospitality."
A great banquet, where all are welcome. Maybe we
should consider giving that another try this summer.
At Annual Conference, as you may know, several special
interest groups traditionally have their own individual breakfasts, luncheons, and dinners. Those who attend these
events gather with like-minded Brethren to bask in the comfort of common ideology. Voices for an Open Spirit, Brethren
Revival Fellowship, Womaen's Caucus, etc.: They're all off

if, like Joe Mwonge and his friends in Uganda, we could
come together at a common table and acknowledge that,
while we may never agree, we are still part of a great family
that has much to celebrate? Imagine, too, what a witness to
the world it would be if, despite this seemingly insurmountable divide we now face, we could sit at a table and eat
together as brothers and sisters.
I'm not holding my breath. Still, I have this tendency to
cling to hope even when doing so seems futile . As followers
of Jesus, we have reason to hope for better things in ourselves and in our denomination. We are reminded of that
especially at this time of year when we are shown that miracles can occur, even in the darkest of times.~

COMING IN MAY: More on the Special Response Process and the New Testament Bible study series,
media review, reflections, letters, and more.
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Church of the Brethren Insurance Services offers

Long-Term Care
for your
.
peace of mind.
As part of their financial planning, Stafford Frederick, pastor of
Summerdean Church of the Brethren, Roanoke, Va., and his wife,
Linda, made sure to include Long-Term Care insurance in the process.
✓.,When

I discovered 7 0 percent of all people over age 65 will
require long-term care, I knew it had to be part of our plan.
It just made sense to purcha se our policy from Church of the
Brethren Insurance Services since it serves the denomination."
To learn more about Long-Term Care insurance, contact Randy Yoder
at 800-746-1505, ext. 362, or ryoder_bbt@brethren.org.
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

INSURANCE SERVICES
A not-for-profit ministry of Church of the Brethren Benefit Trust Inc.

1505 Dundee Ave. • Elgin, IL 60120-1619
800-7 46-1505 • 847-695-0 200 • Fax 847-7 42-6336
www.bbtinsurance.org

ANNUAL CONFERENCE2011
Plan now to attend!

Visit

July 2-6, 2011

WWW.BRETHREN.ORG/AC
for more information on:

Grand Rapids, MI

• Hotel options
• Schedule for the week
• Meal events
• Insight sessions
• Children's and youth activities

DeVos Place

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
I am volunteering my help with these Annual Conference tasks:

GIFTED WITH PROMISE:

Please write numbers in order of preference
_

_

Registration

Grades K-2

Nurse

Usher

Grades 3-5

First aid office

Ticket sales

_

Junior High

_

Hospitality greeter

Teller

_

Senior High

_

Spanish translation

Information

_

Young Adults

_

Stuffing delegate packets

Early Childhood

_

Single Adults

EXTENDING

JESUS'
A-SLE

11'

♦~

I plan to arrive at conference on_ _ _ __ _ _ My age is (circle one): 16-22 23-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 60+
Name_ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ _

Congregation _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ _ __ _

Street, City, State, Zip
Phone_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Email address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Mail this form to: Annual Conference, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 67120
or volunteer by sending an email to Chris Douglas at cdouglas@brethren.org
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Church of the Brethren

