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{ Executive Chef Christian Laire} 
Ask any resident, staff member or even guests 
about the dining experience at Hillcrest and you'll 
hear them rave about the culinary wizardry of Chef 
Christian Laire. Educated in the French system of 
culinary education known as Culinary Aptitude, 
Chef La ire worked in several restaurants, including 
his own and in many different countries. 

Chef Laire welcomed the opportunity to join Hillcrest. He enjoys that his work is mission-driven and has purpose. He has a relationship with 
the residents; he sees them everyday, they give him feedback and he can see the results of his efforts in the kitchen. That connection and 
exchange allows him to give back through his cooking and to make Hillcrest residents hapw. 

{ Resident Sharon Wright } 
"I'm busier than ever, but having 
so much fun! Between my clients, 
the drama club, and swimming, the 
excitement never ends! I can't think of 
any place else on Earth like this. The 
freedom to do as much as or as little 
as you want is limitless. Hillcrest is 
like a B&B but more than that - it's an 
extended family:' 

{ Residents Joan & Jack Rosenbrock} 

Joan and Jack Rosenbrock enjoy the quiet 
life at Hillcrest, especially their relaxing 
outdoor space, where they often have a 
glass of wine and chat with neighbors. 
"It's like having another room" says Joan. 
Also very active in water aerobics, Joan 
raves "the Aquatic Center alone is worth 
moving to Hillcrest for!" 

Remarkable Residents 

{ Residents Jerry & Berkley Davis} 
Jerry and Berkley Davis are very 
involved at Hillcrest, participating in 
several aspects of campus life. Jerry 
heads up Channel 3, the community's 
in-house television station, while 
Berkley serves on the management 

team of the Hillcrest gift shop and assists with the production of 
"Hillcrest Happenings;'the community's resident newsletter. "There 
is more to do and learn here than one can imagine;' says Jerry:' 
"I think we made a good choice in Hillcrest!" 

{ Resident Ann Doty } 
Ann's advice on making the move 
to a retirement community. "Re
member that nothing is· certain, 
everything changes and we don't 
know what the future holds - so 
look at it as an adventure!" 
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8 Who are we? 
Some handle snakes, wave their hands, and speak in tongues. Others wash feet, quietly 
serve others, and strive for simplicity in their lives. On the surface, they may seem poles 
apart. Is there common ground upon which such seemingly divergent groups can 
stand? Sociologist Karen Bradley suggests ways Brethren, other Christians, and society 
in general might seek out the "we-ness" that binds us, rather than focusing on the rea
sons to remain separate and apart. 

12 Raising Brethren Voices 
It began as an idea to share with the local community a little about who they are. But 
Brethren Voices has become much more than that in the five years since its inception. 
Ed Groff, creator of the television series and a member of the Portland (Ore.) Peace 
Church of the Brethren, explains how his show has taken off, and helped to usher 
Brethren guests such as folk group Mutual Kumquat, author Melanie Snyder, and pastor 
Audrey deCoursey into living rooms far beyond Portland. 

16 Cultural norms and New Testament standards 
In this third installment in MESSENGER'S Special Response series, long-time Brethren 
Revival Fellowship member and writer Harold Martin shares his perspectives of what 
the Bible says about homosexuality and same-sex marriage. "We believe that when the 
Bible is clear on a point, that settles the matter," Martin says. "To stand solidly for bibli
cal truth is not some new position among Brethren." 

18 Baptized as adults 
Graydon F. Snyder, former dean and professor of New Testament at Bethany Theological 
Seminary and Chicago Theological Seminary, begins a new MESSENGER Bible study series 
that will examine what it means for a denomination to take the entire New Testament as 
its creed. He begins the series with a look at baptism. "It was the baptism of Jesus that 
inaugurated the Christian family of God. As Jesus was baptized, the heavens opened and 
a voice announced 'This is the Son of God,"' Snyder says. "This new family (i.e., ·sons) of 
God began with Jesus as the fi rst Son and they were henceforth led by the Spirit." 
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0 nee in a while I spend part of a Saturday morning with a roomful of 
people preparing to adopt internationally. My assignment is to be one of 

several panelists who answer questions from the perspective of someone who's the 

end result of international adoption. We panelists are one session in a two-day semi

nar organized by a church-based adoption agency. 

My favorite part of this extra-curricular activity is the occasional one-on-one con

versation after the session ends. That's when I get a sense of the nervous excitement, 

the longing mixed with worry, the desire to do everything just right. 

This time around, the conversation during the five-minute break is with a woman 

who hopes to adopt siblings-older ones, between 4 and 8 

years old-from South America. She's been thinking about 

and preparing for this decision for four years. Because she 

knows it will be more difficult for her as a single woman, she 

has chosen to move back near family and friends. You can tell 

she has what it takes, even though she is nervous. 

There's something refreshingly hopeful about a group like 

this. These prospective parents are fixed on a vision for the 

future. They are earnestly examining the complexities of 

intercultural and interracial relationships. They are preparing 

to make a lifelong commitment that will transform their lives. 

Interesting that the apostle Paul would choose this word to 

describe our relationship to God. "You have received a spirit 

of adoption," he tells the church in Rome. 

What might it mean for our communities of faith to live in this spirit? 

We would be forward-looking. The past would still be meaningful, but not because 

of blood ties. Spiritual ancestry would be more relevant than genealogical charts. 

We would expect cultural differences, and plan for them. 

We wouldn't all look like each other. But there would be something about us that 

would tell others we're from the same family. 

We would belong to one another, no matter what. 
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CONGREGATIONCLOSE-UP 

A nativity menagerie in Michigan 
For several years, members of the Midland (Mich.) 
Church of the Brethren thought it would be a great 
idea to have a living nativity scene in front of their 
church on Christmas Eve. But for years, no one had 
been able to pull it together-until this past 
Christmas. 

Leslie Stern and her family, who own and oper
ate a farm with an array of livestock, decided this 
was the Christmas to put their plans into action. 
Collaborating with pastor Art Smith, they put their 
heads together and worked out the logistics: where 
to hold the event, what kinds of animals should be 
present, how to construct the stable, how to recruit 
"cast members," and exactly what time of day-or 

evening- this should all take place. Given the extreme temperatures that a Michigan 

winter can bring, these were not idle matters. 
While Smith cleared snow from the designated area and set up the lights, Leslie 

sought out period costumes. Fortunately, the Methodist Church up the street had 
apparel aplenty, and they were happy to loan their garments to the Brethren . 

The stable was not so much constructed as it was rolled in. An old wooden trailer, 
which was used to transport the animals to the scene, also served as the stable. The 
Sterns rounded up a calf, a donkey, and two small goats for the event. The extended 
Stern family-including all six grandchildren-made up the full cast of characters, from 
Mary and Joseph to the three kings, four shepherds, and an angel. They even supplied 
baby Jesus: six-month-old Sophie, who slept peacefully through the entire hour. 

"We bundled her up in layers of clothes," said Leslie, "so she was very warm and 
slept soundly." 

The event had been advertised in the local paper, and many people stopped their 
cars on the crisp, cold night to watch or take pictures. People from the neighborhood 
walked over to see it up close. 
After their hour of recreating 
the nativity scene, they went 
inside-all but the animals
and continued the evening 
with a candlelight service. 

Do you have district or congregational 

stories that might be of interest to 

MESSENGER? Short items with a photo are 

best. Send them to MESSENGER, c/o In 

Touch, 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin, IL 60120 

or messenger@brethren .org. 

""'YOU SAID IT 
11With tenacious inquiry 

may we seek the birth of God's 
presence in the vastn_ess of 
space, throughout the earth, 
and within our own hearts." 
-Bethany Theological Seminary president Ruthann Knechel Johansen, 

writing in her Christmas letter to faculty and students, 2010. 

BYTHENUMBERS 

43.3 
million 

Number of forcibly displaced people 
in the world as of 2010-the highest 

number since the mid-1990s. This fig
ure includes internally displaced peo-

ple, refugees, and asylum-seekers. 

the Brethren in Oaks, Pa. , is collecting 
food can labels and barcodes from vari
ous products as part of the Campbell's 
Labels for Education Program. The pro
gram benefits numerous nonprofit orga
nizations that have an educational 
focus. So far, the church has collected a 
total of 2,940 points, which can be used 
toward the purchase of such things as 
classroom accessories, art supplies, 
computers, and software. 

Southeast The Miami (Fla.) First 
Church of the Brethren has raised more 
than $5,000 toward their ultimate goal of 
$10,000 to help pay for the building of 
two homes in Haiti. The first $5,000 has 
already been sent to Brethren Disaster 
Ministries, and progress continues to be 
made toward raising the second half . .. . 
The Sebring (Fla.) Church of the Brethren 
held its first children's Bible school in 
several years. The Bible school is a first 
step toward revitalizing a children's 
department for Sunday school, and min
istries to youth and young adults. 

Midwest Eastwood Church of the 
Brethren in Akron, Ohio, collected 57 

pairs of gloves, 46 hats, 11 scarves, four 
pairs of socks, and a partridge in a pear 
tree (okay, there was no partridge) for 
area agencies to help the families in 
need over the recent holidays. Members 
also collected non-perishable food 
items for food pantries, and Sunday 
school contributions went to help fami
lies have a happy Christmas. 

Ozarks/Plains The Buckeye Church 
of the Brethren in Abilene, Kan ., cele
brated its 130th anniversary Nov. 6. 
Friends and members of the church, 
which was known as the Chapman 
Creek Church of the Brethren when it 
was founded in 1880, gathered to share 
stories and highlights from the church's 
long history. Special recognition was 
paid to Letha Correll who, at 104, is the 
oldest member of the congregation. 

West The Live Oak (Calif.) Church ofthe 
Brethren will celebrate its 100th anniver
sary this year. A special program and lun
cheon is scheduled for May 14 and 15, 
with a "meet and greet" on Saturday and 
a special worship service and potluck on 
Sunday. The congregation has already 
begun its observance of this milestone by 
offering a "history moment" during a 
worship service each month, in which the 
events of each decade of the congrega
tion's 100 years are highlighted. 
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The four residents of the new Intentional 
Community House in Portland. 
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Bethany senior Daniel Rudy was featured at 
the National Festival of Young Preachers 

Bethany students attend 
Festival of Young Preachers 

Daniel Rudy, a senior at Bethany 
Theological Seminary and a licensed 
minister in the Church of the Brethren, 
was featured in a Religion News 
Service press release on the National 
Festival of Young Preachers. The ecu
menical event, which was held in 

BVS partners with Portland Peace 
?. to open Intentional Community House 
~ 

In a continued effort to foster intentional Christian community for volunteers, Breth
ren Volunteer Service (BVS) opened its second Intentional Community House this 
fall. The new BVS house is a partnership with Portland (Ore.) Peace Church of the 
Brethren, where the effort was spearheaded by Beth Merrill, a former BVS volunteer. 

Four current and former BVS volunteers are living in the house in Portland, pay
ing special attention to life together, spiritual formation, conflict resolution, and 
being a presence in the neighborhood. The group includes Ben Bear from Nokes
ville, Va.; Chelsea Goss from Mechanicsville, Va.; Heather Lantz from Harrisonburg, 
Va .; and Jon Zunkel from Elizabethtown, Pa. Projects connected with the Portland 
house include On Earth Peace and Snow Cap, a local food bank. 

Volunteers who live in BVS Intentional Community Houses agree to be an active 
part of the life of the spon
soring congregation, in addi
tion to carrying out their full
time work at project sites. 
Sponsoring congregations 
offer spiritual support, fel
lowship, and Christian com
munity to the volunteers. 

The first BVS Intentional 
Community House opened in 
the fall of 2009 in partnership 
with Cincinnati (Ohio) Church 
of the Brethren, located in 
the Walnut Hills neighbor
hood. In addition, the long
standing BVS House in Elgin, 
Ill., which for decades has 

The Cincinnati Intentional Community House located in the 
Walnut Hills neighborhood opened in 2009. 

housed volunteers working at the Church of the Brethren General Offices, also has 
become more intentional in its community life in partnership with Highland Avenue 
Church of the Brethren. 

Each of the BVS Intentional Community Houses maintains weekly biogs: Portland 
www.portlandispeacingittogether.blogspot.com, Cincinnati www.walnuthillshappen
ings.blogspot.com, and Elgin www.forwhatitsworth923.blogspot.com.- Dana Cassell 

Dana Cassell is Brethren Volunteer Serv ice staff for Vocation and Community Living 



Louisville, Ky., is hosted by the 
Academy of Preachers, an initiative 
underwritten by the Lilly 
Endowment, and is open to young 
preachers between the ages of 16 
and 28. Some 130 young people 
came to the event from 25 states 
and represented Roman Catholic, 
Greek Antioch and Orthodox, 
Pentecostal, Evangelical, and 
Protestant traditions. 

Rudy said his involvement with 
the Academy has provided him 
with encouragement from other 
young preachers. 

"The national festival has given 

me the opportunity to receive and 
provide support for my sisters and 
brothers as we explore what it 
means to be young people called 
by God to preaching ministry," 
Rudy said. "I look forward to this 
event every year to learn and to 
grow." Also attending from Bethany 
was Brandon Grady, who served as 
a preaching mentor and a session 
convener; and director of admis
sions Elizabeth J. Keller, who was 
Bethany's representative at an eve
ning "Preachapalooza." Bethany is 
among the 50 founding partners of 
the Academy of Preachers. 

Co-authors Bob Neff (left) and Frank Ramirez (right) discuss with Steve 
Schweitzer the various topics covered in the Bible study The Chronicler. 

Podcast discussions to accompany 
The Chronicler available online 

Bob Neff and Frank Ramirez, co-authors of The 
Chronicler, and Bethany Seminary academic 
dean Steve Schweitzer have developed a series 
of podcast discussions to accompany chapters 
of the book." The Chronicler is part of the 
Covenant Bible study series from Brethren Press, 
and offers insights on the Old Testament book of 
Chronicles. Last fall, Neff and Ramirez joined 
Schweitzer at the seminary in Richmond, Ind., 
for a webcast discussion, available to view at 
www.bethanyseminary.edu/ webcasts. The 

podcasts are available at the same site. Purchase 
The Chronicler from Brethren Press at 800-441-
3712. 

SOMETHING'S 
COOKJNG 

,, 
~-

Brethren Press· 
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Do no harm 
T: greatest challenge in relief and recovery 

ministries is not harming those we seek to 
elp and serve. 

During the relief phase of disaster follow-up (the weeks 
immediately following the initial catastrophe), those of us 
charged with responding provide for basic human needs 

to help people survive. But even at 
this time, there are often unintend
ed consequences to our ministry. 

Certainly, the logistics of 
identifying those with the greatest 
need must rank high among the 
major challenges in organizing 
a response to a disaster. But this 
activity should not be our primary 
measure of success. We simply 
must have a longer-range view to 
measure the effectiveness of our 
work in international settings. 

Ideally, while providing this immediate relief, we begin 
planning and working toward long-term recovery in part
nership with local leadership. At this point, we should be 
focused on providing tools for the disaster survivors to 

or services they keep receiving from the church. Suddenly, 
members of this emerging church no longer have the will or 
knowledge to help themselves and their community. 

Unfortunately, much of Haiti is an example of aid and mis
sion work that has corrupted the people and created intense 
dependency. Of course, all situations are complicated by 
politics, trade agreements, corruption, and much more. Still, I 
believe it is fair to say that many (but not all) of the organiza
tions providing aid in Haiti have likely done more harm than 
good. Few countries have received more aid from church-relat
ed groups, per capita . Yet Haiti has little to show in the way of 
long-term benefits from all this aid. Critical factors like poverty, 
levels of education, infant mortality, and high unemployment 
suggest a complete failure of all th is aid to create change for 
the Haitian people. A different approach is necessary. 

The Church of the Brethren in Haiti was started by 
Haitians living in the United States, rather than a traditional 
colonial/missionary model. It is exciting to see leadership 
emerging with priorities that seem firmly grounded in 
Christian faith and Brethren practices. This leadership has 
been instrumental in the success of the current earthquake 
response being coordinated through Brethren Disaster 
Ministries. We started a long-term recovery program in 

A MAJOR PITFALL OF MANY RELIEF, RECOVERY, AND 
DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS IS THE 
BELIEF THAT THEY ARE THE ONES WITH ALL THE ANSWERS. II 
help themselves recover. The efficacy of an organization is 
enhanced by internal questions that help guide the work: 

• What are the capacities and strengths in the community? 

• What vision does the community have for recovery 
(and development)? 

• Do our recovery plans help people become more 
independent? 

• Do they help the community gain more sustainability? 

• Will those we serve come to rely on this aid for survival? 

• Is there training or education the community leadership 
is seeking? 

A major pitfall of many relief, recovery, and development 
organizations and individuals is the belief that they are the 
ones with all the answers, all the solutions to any problems 
that disaster victims may have. In turn, the "needy" should 
be grateful and want to learn from them. The result is often 
a circle of dependency that harms the community. In time, 
the recipients of assistance become trapped in a cycle of 
expecting more and doing less for themselves. Tragically, 
it even distorts the very good news we are bringing. The 
Christian faith becomes built on the material possessions 
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2008 after four storms brought considerable destruction to 
the island. This allowed relationships to be built, and for 
understandings that were grounded in accountability, which 
in turn created a foundation for the earthquake recovery. 

The real success will be evident in five or even 10 years 
when we see how communities and the Haitian church 
have changed. Back in 2008, the first conversations were 
not about what we should do, but how we can do better for 
the Haitian people and how we can foster independence 
and allow them to build capacity to recover on their own. 

It often seems we are relearning lessons from decades 
ago. Every generation brings a new enthusiasm to both 
share the good news and live out our faith through acts 
of service. We are a people who can't simply talk about 
faith, we want to live it. Ten years ago, I was filled with 
enthusiasm and much ignorance, but I was willing to listen 
to those with experience. I am very grateful to the wise 
counsel I received from Brethren missionaries, colleagues, 
and disaster responders from around the world. My hope 
is that we all will learn the lessons from the past, embrace 
good practices, and use our enthusiasm to share the good 
news in our planning, actions, and words. li! 

Roy Winter is executive director of Brethren Disaster M inistries. 



OUOTEWORTHY 

ietnam's crack
down on religion is 
systematic, severe, 
and getting worse 
by the day.'' 

-Phil Robertson, deputy Asia director at Human Rights Watch, 
in an article on the Huma n Rights Watch web page. 

"Sometimes I'm a little slow .... I don't 
always read the Bible as if it were for me. 
Lately I most often read scripture in 
search of a sermon for the congregation. 
Now, I realize that most of these sermons 
are also for me .... " 
-Tripp Hudgins, an American Baptist pastor in Illinois, from his article. "The 

Bible: not just for sermons anymore/' on the Ccblogs web page. 

"Given the religious grounding for human 
rights, I am particularly grieved when I 
encounter fellow Christians who are openly 
hostile to the presence of immigrants in the 
U.S. It seems that too often people come to 
regard American citizenship as some form 
of exclusive birthright, forgetting that most 
of us were also once aliens in this land." 

-Political scientist Helene Slessarev-Jamir, the Mildred M. Hutchinson 
professor of urban studies at the Claremont School of Theology. in an 

article on the Sojourners website. 

"We are entering an era of food volatility 
and disruptions in supplies. This is a very 
serious business for the world. We think 
that we are in an era where we have to be 
very serious about food supply." 

-World Food Program executive director Josette Sheeran, on 
the role of food in civil unrest across the Middle East 

"We need to engen~er in our young 
people in our churches the awareness of 
the size and scope of modern ethical 
dilemmas while in no way sacrificing the 
values of peace and social justice." 

-W. Steve Watson, associate professor of re ligion and philosophy at 
Bridgewater (Va.) College, writing on '"The Simple Life Redefined'" in 

Brethren Life & Thought (Vol. 52, No. 3 

CULTUREVIEW 

Experts, activists, and church 
representatives from 12 Asian 
countries gathered at the Asia 
consultation of the Ecumenical 
Water Network in Quezon City, 
the Philippines, from Nov. 23 to 
Dec. 3 to discuss what it means 
to give a Christian witness on 
water issues. While there, they 
visited three local communities 
and exchanged experiences of 
local initiatives and advocacy 
related to the right to clean 
water and sanitation. 

Land degradation and the 
widening income gap between 
rural and urban populations in 
China are posing challenges to 
ensuring the right to food for 
China's people, said Olivier De 
Schutter, UN Special Rapporteur 
on the right to food. " . . . [Al 
country's global agricultural out
put and the . . . realization of the 
right to food are two different 
things." 

Residents of Gaza see no 
hope for a brighter future, 
according to the United 

Kingdom-based organization 
Christian Aid . "Life for Gaza 
civilians is very traumatic," says 
Hanan Elmasu, the group's 
advocacy officer for the region . 
"There is very little economic 
activity, high unemployment, 
and much of the population are 
dependent on handouts." 

The House of Representatives 
passed two b ills in December to 
help Americans at risk of hun
ger. On Dec. 2, the House 
passed the Healthy, Hunger-Free 
Kids Act-a five-year renewal of 
child nutrition programs, The 
bill, which had already been 
approved by the Senate, was 
signed into law by President 
Obama on Dec. 13. "It's 
extremely rewarding to know 
that hungry kids in 
America will do so much 
better because of this 
win," said Monica 
Mills, Bread for the 
World 's director of 
government 
relations. 

JUST FOR FUN: SCRAMBLE 

WHERE IN THE WORLD? Unscramble each of the words below to 

find a country or region where Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS) 

has international projects available (answers below). To learn more 

about BVS, visit www.brethrenvolunteerservice.org. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

AATEALMUG 6. MCDONAINI BURECLIP 

NEARFC 7. MYANGER 

AJNAP 8. GLUMIBE 

RAILBZ 9. !REGAIN 

RETORNHN LINDARE 10. AIRTACO 

·e!1eoJJ ·ot :epaB!N ·s :wn161aa ·a :AuewJaD "L :o!lqndal::J 
ue::>1 u,woa ·g '.pue1<:u1 uJa41J0N ·9 :1,zeJ9 ·11 :ueder -c :a::>ueJ:J ·z :e1ewa1enD · t :s l::l 3MSNV 
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HOARE 

- by Karen A. Bradley 

W ho are we-as Brethren? As Christians? 
Some Christians handle snakes to dem

onstrate the strength of their faith in God. 
Some Christians wash feet to demonstrate their under
standing of Jesus' call to love and service. Such actions 
help define who we are and what we deem important. 

I am a sociologist. Sociologists study social groups. 
One foundational place we begin when we study a new 
social group is what we call "dividing practices." Dividing 
practices are simply the way in which a group sorts the 
good from the bad, the clean from the unclean, the just 
from unjust, and, importantly, how they divide the world 
into "we" and "they." 

Even at the youngest of ages, mothers and fathers 
begin to teach children about "who we are" and that "we" 
don't do things like them. These two words-"we" and 
"they"-are powerful indicators of culture, and important 
indicators of where we believe we belong. 

In 1 Corinthians, Paul laments that the Christians in 
Corinth have become divided, bickering over who had 
been baptized by whom. He urged them strongly, "Now I 
exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that you all agree, and there be no divisions among 
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you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in 
the same judgment" (1 Corinth. 1:10). 

Paul advised them to fully embrace the idea of being 
Christians, united by the power of God and unified 
through the cross. We are to be a we-we Christians. 

But understanding that all Christians exist as a "we," 
and figuring out how to make meaningful lives as 
Christians and as churches that exist in diverse cultural 
and historical spaces, is very difficult. We clearly aren't all 
the same kind of folk. 

Charismatic Christians in the holiness faith in rural 
Appalachia took up the practice of handling venomous 
vipers in the early 20th century as a ritual of faith. As odd 
as it may seem to many of us, this practice wasn't just 
"made up." Rather, they quote from Mark 16, where it 
says, "And these signs shall follow them that believe: In 
my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with 
new tongues. They shall take up serpents; ... it shall not 
hurt them" (Mark 16:17-18). 

The Christian snake-handlers are part of the Christian 
"we," but culturally it is very hard to not feel and experi
ence them as a "they." They handle snakes. We don't. We 
wash feet. 



Glenn Riegel 

WE HAVE TO COME TO AN UNDERSTANDING THAT WE SHARE 

THE SAME PLACE IN GOD'S EYES AS THOSE AROUND US. WE 

CAN ENCOUNTER EACH PERSON WITH A SENSE OF OUR 

SHARED PLACE BEFORE GOD. 

The fabric of Christianity is complexly woven with 
divergent cultural groups and practices. Paul reminds us 
to not be divided. We don't have to handle snakes our
selves. We aren't called to judge those who handle snakes. 
I think we just have to stand by them as brothers and sis
ters in the humble pursuit of knowing a complex God
just like we stand by the Episcopalians, the Baptists, the 
evangelicals, and the Catholics. We Christians. 

We don't just struggle with finding our common "we
ness" relative to other denominations and Christian faiths, 
but we also struggle within our own circle, we Brethren. 

I am new to the Brethren world, having grown up 
Southern Baptist. In my effort to better understand 
Brethren thought, I periodically read the Church of the 
Brethren website. Amid the explanation of what "we" 
believe, it states on the homepage that what it means to 
be a Christian is not a simple task. While we all affirm a 
belief in Jesus Christ, it also notes "Brethren never stop 
discussing what that model means for the daily life of the 
believer." We "seek not be conformed to this world," but 
we do "seek to interpret biblical teachings in fresh ways 
for our day." We Brethren see living our faith as an ongo
ing process. 

However, we don't always see things from the same 
perspective. There are currently several serious debates 
within the denomination that threaten to dissolve the 
Brethren "we." I don't know a lot about these particular 
debates, but I do know (as a sociologist of religion) that 
almost all mainline Christian denominations are facing 
these same splits along liberal and conservative lines and 
that, in fact, many denominations are splitting. 

One divisive issue facing our faith group concerns the 
matter of sexual orientation. I have been reading about 
this struggle on the Brethren website, and was struck by 
the wise words given by the denomination to guide dis
cussions about such differences. It is such a clear and 
deliberate manifestation of working to think as a "we."_ 

For example, in 1998, the Annual Conference reaf
firmed the need for genuine and honest dialogue based 
upon our identity as a New Testament people. As the New 
Testament calls us to base our conversation, moral reason
ing, and actions in Christ, so it calls us to continue in a life 
of study and conversation that places collective under
standing and spiritual insight above individual interpreta
tion. This advice moves us as a faith community toward a 
respectful manner of conversation that recognizes there 
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HUMILITY IS THAT POINT AT 

WHICH WE CAN EXPERIENCE THE 

SENSE OF OUR OWN LIMITS AND 

OUR DEEP NEED FOR GOD, 

AND FOR EACH OTHER. 

will be differences, but points us toward a higher expecta
tion that there will be agreed-upon understanding and 
practices that reflect our unity in Jesus Christ. 

The framework for conversation outlined is rooted in 1 
Corinthians. Brethren are urged to pray for a spirit of 

understanding and then: 

• to participate in a spirit of dialogue not debate 

• to reflect both on the positive and negative concerns 

• to say something good about the opposing position 

• to consider why some might have differing opinions 
on the matter 

• to consider h·ow we can acknowledge difference while 
maintaining our unity 

• to return to Paul's words written to the community at 
Corinth, to have no divisions and to be of one heart 

So the Church of the Brethren sets out to practice this 
kind of dialogue to maintain a profound sense of who we 
are as Brethren. The path is our practice of faith. 

This ability of the church and of Christians to walk this 
path of unity is a task that God has laid before us. It is how 
we live what we have experienced from God. Just as 
importantly, it is an essential part of our witness to those 
around us-those whom we must encounter as a "we" as 

well. We humans. 
On Jan. 8, 2011, a fatal shooting occurred in Arizona at 

the Casas Adobes supermarket parking lot. Innocent peo-
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pie were wounded and killed out of some incoherent politi
cal act by a young man who invoked his right to remain 
silent. Many have pointed out that this action-incoherent 
as it was-exists within an American discourse that is 
increasingly polarized and uncivil and violent. The gunman 
is very much a part of a widespread fear, anger, and intol
erance that has produced violent threats against scores of 
politicians and infected the political mainstream with vio
lent imagery. 

President Obama's speech in response urged Americans 
"to pause and make sure that we're talking with each other 
in a way that heals, not a way that wounds. We are all 
Americans and we can question each other's ideas without 
questioning each other's love of country." 

We are urged to be more civil to each other, but the dis
cussion rages on about how that could actually happen. 
For example, a recent opinion piece in the New York Times 
reflected on the social and political polarization and the 
loss of civility in American life-it argued that the most 
important factor was that the roots of modesty had been 

carved away. 
Modesty, however, is culturally antithetical in many 

ways to the American emphasis on individualism, competi
tion, and success. Christianity offers an alternative model 
of values that enable a deeper conversation about modes
ty. We have experienced the humbling grace of forgive
ness, and humility is the gift from that experience. Humility 
is that point at which we can experience the sense of our 
own limits and our deep need for God, and for each other. 



It is the recognition of the importance of collectivity as the 

foundation for human life. 
God leads us to encounter those around us in ways that 

recognize our common existence. Michael Jackson had it 
right: We are the world. We have to come to an under
standing that we share the same place in God's eyes as 
those around us, near and far. Those who are homeless, 
who are hungry, who are rich, who are powerful, are all 
equally human. We can encounter each person with a 
sense of our shared place before God. I think this is impor
tant especially when we are in service to those in need, but 
also when we are talking about the people who we think 
might be responsible for the things going awry in the 
world. Our ability to encounter them all as equals before 
God, as a "human we," provides us a bridge of respect and 

connection that heals. 
One of the most vivid emotions I experienced as I dealt 

with the death of not only my first, but my second child 
{from two unrelated cancers), was a profound sense of isola
tion. Everyone said what they had been taught to say {based 
on popular Western psychology). "I don't know how you 
feel." "I can't even imagine how you can hold together." "I 
couldn't do this if I were you." All were well-meaning com
ments, but I came way from those comments feeling 
alone-like a "you." I felt as if there wasn't anyone who 
could understand what was happening. At that time, I didn't 
need to be affirmed in my individual uniqueness-I needed 
a "we." I needed to hear words that drew me into a circle of 
belonging-to hear "We stand with you." "We all struggle 
with pain." "We are all fragile humans." "We are here." 

While highlighted at a time of deep loss, all humans 
need to feel that sense of connection and acceptance-to 
simply be included and respected. Is this not the founda
tion for civility? 

In his book Elusive Togetherness, Paul Lichterman 
reflects on what activities actually produce more capacity 
for civility. In particular, he is looking at religious groups 
and all the volunteering they do in lots of diverse settings. 
He asks whether all the volunteering and social caring actu
ally produce people who have more capacity to be civil. 

THE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
SETS OUT TO PRACTICE THIS KIND 

OF DIALOGUE TO MAINTAIN A 
PROFOUND SENSE OF WHO WE 
ARE AS BRETHREN. THE PATH IS 

OUR PRACTICE OF FAITH." 

That is, to have more capacity to reach across difference. 
His answer is very interesting. He suggests that lots of 

the volunteering we do as religious people doesn't really 
improve our capacity for being civil because so much of it 
is done in loosely organized circles with lower levels of 
commitment. That is, we move in and out of various ser
vice contexts without much long-term commitment or need 
to work out differences. 

The art of collaboration, he argues, is constituted when 
longer-term commitments are made, when you are forced 
to work through differences over time within a group that 
you identify as important to you. That is, you learn to be 
civil and how to collaborate across differences when you 
belong to a "we." We's-such as churches trying to work 
out their relationships with the gay and lesbian community. 

Interestingly, he also points out that the surest way to 
stop building bridges across differences is "to be sure that 
you are right." He writes, "In a multicultural, unequal soci
ety, the practical art of community-building requires toler
ance for ambiguity, tenuousness, and uncertainty." 

This is why I like so much the Brethren recognition of 
the importance of "collective understanding and spiritual 
insight above individual interpretation." Finding the 
Christian path requires us to work together and to depend 
on each other's insights to lead us-to fully respect and be 
willing to deal with our differences in respectful ways. This 
is the foundation of our capacity to not be divided as we 
are called by God-and reminded by Paul-to be of the 
same mind and the same judgment. This is a spiritual prac
tice that confronts us daily, and daily speaks to others 
about the power of God in our lives. 

Karen A. Bradley is a member of the Warrensburg (Mo) Church of the Brethren 

and teaches sociology at the University of Central Missouri. 
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by Ed Groff 

When the Portland (Ore.) Peace Church of the 

Brethren discovered a unique way to let their neigh- -

hors know who they were, they never imagined they 

would be launching a voice that, in a few short 

years, would be heard around the country. 

■ Messeage, Ma<ch 2011 



''Yu are the light of the world. A city built on 
a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp 
puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 

lamp-stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
in heaven" (Matt. 5:14-16). 

I remember that Sermon on the Mount passage from 
my childhood Bible school days at the New Carlisle 
(Ohio) Church of the Brethren. It has stayed with me all 
these years, and whenever I hear it, my mind goes back 
to that experience. 

The Portland (Ore.) Peace Church of the Brethren, 
where I attend today, is a small congregation surround
ed by towering Douglas fir trees in a large, metropolitan 
area. For a city of its size, Portland couldn't be more 
beautiful. It is located in an area of great diversity with 
many different cultures. The Cascade Mountains and 
the Pacific Coast are nearby, and some people travel for 
days to reach the Pacific Northwest for their vacations. 

Peace Church has a small, dedicated membership 
of about 40 people. But with it being so small, we have 
wondered sometimes if our congregation would sur
vive until the next generation. 

Small in number describes many congregations in 
the Church of the Brethren. We nevertheless feel that 
we are unique when compared with neighboring 
Christian congregations. We historically have advocated 
for peace as Christ has taught us. Since 1991, Peace 
Church has stated clearly that it is open to all people 
regardless of their race or sexual orientation. 

Feeling that we provide the community with a differ
ent message about Jesus of Nazareth, Peace Church 
made a decision in 2002 to begin an advertising campaign 
in an attempt to attract people. We felt we had a message 
that many people would appreciate if they only knew 
about us. We spent quite a bit of money on newspaper 
advertising over two years. Some people saw the ads and 
came to check us out. However, it really did nothing to 
increase our membership. 

(Below) On-air host Brent Carlson pauses 

between takes on the Brethren Voices set, and 
(left) raises a hand in his signature sign-off fol
lowing an interview with Manchester College 

sophomore Kay Guyer. Guyer, who won the 
video contest for the Church of the Brethren's 
300th Anniversary Celebration, was featured in 

the September 2010 program. 



Then we became involved with Metro East Community 
Media, the local community access television station. For 
$50 in class fees, we took the necessary orientation class, 
and then classes in studio production, editing, and camera 
equipment, and met the requirements for producing our 
own programs. For an annual fee of another $50, we start
ed production. 

In July 2005, the program series was named Brethren 
Voices, and we produced our first 30-minute program. For 
more than five years now, the Metro East cable access TV 
station has been broadcasting our programs in the 
Portland area three times each month. 

During our first year, we produced programs featur
ing Brethren Service, Heifer International, and two pro
grams on Brethren Disaster Ministries, which were pro
duced as Peace Church members volunteered for disaster 
recovery projects in New Orleans and Mississippi after 
Hurricane Katrina. 

Following a program about Heifer Project, a couple 
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came to church wondering how they might volunteer to 
serve with Heifer International. 

We had concerns in the beginning that perhaps we 
wouldn't have enough program ideas to meet the needs of 
producing a monthly program. Initially, some programs 
were supplemented with video programs already pro
duced by David Sollenberger for the Church of the 
Brethren. Heifer International also permitted us to use 
some of their programs that first year. We also learned 
that everyone has a story to tell, and that, as Brethren, Wft .,., 
need to tell others about what we do as a matter of faith. 

We soon realized that Brethren Voices might be of 
interest to people beyond Portland, and began looking 
into ways we could reach a national audience. We knew 
that we were not the sole voice of the church, but we 
could show others something about the Brethren, whether 
they lived in Oregon or Pennsylvania. 

Brethren Community Television soon became a reality, 
and today is a network of some 35 congregations and indi-

viduals, from Amesbury, Mass., to La 
Verne, Calif., who receive the monthly 
half-hour program. Some congrega
tions use the program as a video 
resource for worship services or 
Sunday school classes. Eight 
Brethren congregations submit 
Brethren Voices to their community 
access television stations. When 
copies of Brethren Voices are sent 
for broadcast in other areas, local 
Brethren congregations' contact 
information is placed in the credits. 

We're now completing our fifth 
year of producing Brethren 
Voices. The series has a feature 
format with a host who introduces 
the subject matter of each pro
gram. Currently, Brent Carlson is 
the person in front of the camera 
as the host; the program is sup-

Brethren Voices creator and 

producer Ed Groff monitors 
the controls in the Portland 
studio during the production 

of an upcoming program. 



plemented with video and interviews. 
Prior to working on Brethren Voices, Brent 

had no experience hosting a television pro
gram, but he had much experience as a social 
worker interviewing youth on his caseload. Over 
time, he has become more comfortable speaking 
in front of the camera. 

"Everyone has a story to tell, Brent says. "I 
enjoy bringing the stories out in a way that 
makes them interesting to others. The biggest 
challenge for me in the studio is to read from the 
teleprompter in a way that makes it look like I am 
not reading. The network television news people 
are masters of this and make it look easy, but it's 
not easy." 

During the past five years we have used six or 
seven different hosts, depending on the subject mat
ter. Recently, Beth Merrill, following her experience 
in Brethren Volunteer Service, has hosted a couple of 
programs. David Radcliff, director of New 
Community Project, has hosted programs from the 
Amazon and from Arctic Village, Alaska. 

During the past four years, the program has fea
tured interviews with each of the Annual Conference 
moderators. We have had to be creative with our 
travel budget to conduct these interviews. However, last 
year we were able to interview moderator Shawn Replogle 
in Portland during his travels to the Northwest. 

We have surprised even ourselves with the va riety of 
our programs that have sprung from an all-volunteer pro
duction group from a small church. In addition to taking 
viewers on a virtual tour to Arctic Village, Alaska, with the 
New Community Project learning expedition, we also have 
ventured to Ecuador and the headwaters of the Amazon. 
And on three occasions, Brethren Voices has originated 
from the pre-Annual Conference Song and Story Fest. This 

past August, Brethren Voices originated in Hiroshima, 
Japan, in commemoration of the 65th observance of the 
first atomic bombings. For 30 years, Brethren Volunteer 
Service has sent volunteers to serve as directors of the 
World Friendship Center in Hiroshima. 

Another program put the spotlight on the beginnings 
of Heifer International, which in turn led to a program 
featuring 86-year-old Paul Libby, who served as a 
Seagoing Cowboy to Poland in 1946. Brethren musicians 
Mutual Kumquat, Mike Stern, and Shawn Kirchner also 
have been featured, as have others from Song and Story 
Fest. Several programs have told the story of Brethren 
Disaster Ministries and the work being done in New 
Orleans and Haiti. 

Our December 2010 program involved Brethren 
Volunteer Service orientation unit 291, which was held at 

the Church of the Brethren's Camp Myrtlewood, in Bridge, 
Ore. We crammed 17 volunteers into a small studio with 
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three cameras and conducted a town hall-type program. 
The BVSers shared about their experiences and anticipa
tions in this program just prior to leaving for projects in 
this county and six international locations. 

Of all the topics featured in Brethren Voices, peace
making is a definite priority when it comes to telling the 
story of the Brethren. During the past year, we have been 
privileged to feature Mary Blocher Smeltzer regarding her 
work with Japanese Americans during World War 11. And 
just prior to his passing in September, we interviewed for
mer Annual Conference moderator and pastor Chuck 
Boyer about his life's work as a Brethren peacemaker. 

Upcoming programs will feature Melanie Snyder, 
author of Grace Goes To Prison. Brent Carlson inter
viewed her about writing her book, and about her discus
sions with victim-offender reconciliation_groups around 
the country. 

"We're still the same small church, but our ministry 
has continued to expand to serve the surrounding com
munity," says Peace Church pastor Kerby 
Lauderdale. "Brethren Voices has taken that message of 
what it means to be Brethren to the surrounding commu
nity and into the larger church community. All of this is in 
the spirit of Jesus of Nazareth." li! 

Ed Groff, who created Brethren Voices five years ago and has been producing the 

program since it began, lives in Vancouver, Wash ., and is a member of the 

Portland (Ore.I Peace Church of the Brethren. 

M essenger March 2011 



SPECIALRESPONSE Considering our Special 
Response Process 

Cultural norms 
and New Testament standards 

[Note: This is the third in a series of essays that will 
appear periodically during the year leading up to the 2011 
Annual Conference. It is intended to provide different 
points of view that we hope will add to the discussion tak
ing place in churches and districts at this time. -Ed.] 

M embers of the Church of the Brethren 
are divided on the matter of how to 
address the issues of homosexuality and 

same-sex marriage. Some of us are weary of dealing 
with the issue, but when encouraged to participate in the 
debate, it was difficult not to yield to the request. 

Those who clearly favor accepting homosexual rela
tionships and same-sex marriages as valid behaviors are 
generally following the patterns which are increasingly 
promoted in the culture of today. Those who stand firmly 
against accepting all homosexual activity as being admis
sible in the church are generally those who accept the 
message of scripture at face value. Others are simply 
appalled at the thought of turning anyone away and hurt
ing their feelings. 

Many who hold conservative theological views oppose 
homosexual deportment for the same reason that they 
oppose baptizing infants, telling lies, and being dishonest 
in business practices. These are practices which we 
believe violate the teachings of scripture. The New 
Testament is to be our rule of faith and of practice. We 
believe that when the Bible is clear on a point, that settles 
the matter. To stand solidly for biblical truth is not some 
new position among Brethren. 

The Brethren have historically accepted the trustworthi
ness and authority of scripture. H. C. Early (1855-1941) 
brought a message at the 200th anniversary of the Church 
of the Brethren Annual Conference in 1908. H. C. Early was 
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by Harold S. Martin 

a Brethren elder, a denominational leader, and a contribut
ing editor for The Gospel Messenger. Early said: 

"The Brethren . . . hold that the Bible is the inspired 
revelation of God to man .... It is held that when God 
speaks it is final, and that there is no appeal, that he 
speaks with full understanding as well as authority, 
and that the only safe ground is to accept the Word 
of God in all good faith, and obey it" ( Two Centuries 
of the Church of the Brethren: Bicentennial 
Addresses, page 134). H. C. Early was moderator of 
Annual Conference seven times during the early part 
of the 20th century, and he was invited to become 
the editor-in-chief of The Gospel Messenger in 1915, 
but declined the invitation because of his age and his 
poor eyesight. 

In every case where homosexual relationships are men
tioned in scripture, they are condemned as sinful activities. 
I do not believe that the Church of the Brethren wants to 
take an official stand against the clear and repeated wit
ness of the scriptures. It is true that the New Testament 
Gospels have no record that Jesus ever directly addressed 
homosexuality in his teachings, but to argue that homo
sexuality must meet with God's favor because we have no 
direct words from Christ is to say, by the same logic, that 
we should approve the activities of child pornographers 
and cocaine traffickers because Jesus never addressed 
those matters either. 

Brethren who are in favor of supporting openness to 
the appeals of the homosexual advocates usually call for 
loving relationships with all persons, and imply that not 
receiving certain persons into the fellowship of the church 
is to punish those who are not received. It is my belief that 
the most loving attitude one can show toward people who 
openly decide to follow an ongoing lifestyle which every
where in scripture is described as sin is to call upon those 



persons to acknowledge God's displeasure with the behav- · 
ior and repent of the sin. Dedicated Christians who are 
committed to following the biblical standard believe that 
genuine love is so far-reaching and so compassionate that 
it refuses to support others in sinful ways of living. 

It is my conviction that the church which extends 
approval to homosexual behavior and same-sex unions is 
no longer standing on biblical ground, but has decided to 
take a stand against the repeated teaching of scripture. On 
the other hand, we must be careful to condemn only the 
practice, not the people. People who commit homosexual 
acts are not to be feared, ridiculed, or hated. They (like all 
of us} can be forgiven and their lives can be transformed . 

sexuality among heterosexuals in married and single 
states. Brethren are admonished to respond with Christ
like comfort and grace toward those who have embraced 
the homosexual lifestyle. The 1983 paper also asks those 
who are not in a marriage relationship to voluntarily 
remain celibate, and this is not viewed as a punishment, 
but is considered the Scriptural expectation. 

The 1983 statement condemns heterosexual and homo
sexual promiscuity, and it also states that even covenanted 
homosexual relationships (essentially homosexual mar
riages} are not acceptable. Since the passage of the 1983 
paper, a number of activists within the Church of the 
Brethren have tried to undermine the statement by calling 

THE CHURCH OUGHT TO BE A HAVEN OF FORGIVENESS AND HEALING FOR 

HOMOSEXUALS .... PEOPLE WHO CALL HOMOSEXUALITY A SIN MUST GUARD 

THEIR ATTITUDES, LEST IN THE HEAT OF THE HATRED FOR SIN THEY LOSE 

THEIR COMPASSION AND CONCERN FOR FELLOW HUMAN BEINGS. 

And the church ought to be a haven of forgiveness and 
healing for homosexuals without compromising its stance 
against homosexual behavior. People who call homosexu
ality a sin must guard their attitudes, lest in the heat of the 
hatred for sin they lose their compassion and concern for 
fellow human beings. 

I believe that homosexual activity does not lead to a 
serene and peaceful lifestyle. One of my close and trusted 
friends from San Francisco, Calif. (a young man who had 
embraced the homosexual lifestyle}, in the last letter writ
ten to me just days before he died, said that he sensed a 
tremendous emptiness and a lack of fulfillment in the life
style he had chosen . Another letter I received from an 
admitted homosexual (a man who is in prison} said essen
tially the same thing about his view of himself. 

In 2009, Annual Conference received a query which 
asked if we still wanted to use the 1983 language as our 
position on homosexuality today. In 1983, the delegates to 
the Annual Conference in Baltimore, Md., passed a state
ment on "Human Sexuality from a Christian Perspective." 
The statement addresses all forms of sexuality, including 

for more openness on the issue of homosexuality. The 
activists have organized under several group names and 

are aggressively appealing for official recognition of those 
who represent lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered 
(lgbt} ways of life. 

I have taught classes and preached sermons in more 
than 260 Church of the Brethren congregations over the 
years (including churches in all 23 districts}, and I believe 
that I speak for many grassroots Brethren when I advise 
delegates to this year's Annual Conference to decide to 
live with the 1983 paper and stop the divisiveness over it. 
We believe that the Church of the Brethren will be most 
faithful to biblical teaching by choosing to reaffirm the 
1983 paper and declare a moratorium on the subject by 
not receiving any new items of business on this issue for 
an extended number of years. ll! 

Harold Martin has been a publ ic school mathematics teacher, the editor of the 

BRF Witness, and a nonsalaried minister at the Pleasant Hill (Pa.) Church of the 

Brethren. He was a delegate representing his home congregation at the Annual 

Conference held at Grand Rapids, Mich. in 1950. 
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Baptized as adults 
by Graydon F. Snyder 

The Church of the Brethren takes the entire New 
Testament as its creed. This may strike some as 
unwieldy-how can a denomination function without a 
clearly defined set of guidelines? This Bible study by 
Graydon F. Snyder is the first installment in a series that 
will reexamine how the Church of the Brethren's accep
tance of the New Testament as its creed has worked over 
the centuries, and what it implies for us today. -Ed. 

According to the New Testament, adults were 
converted to Christianity by baptism. 

In the last words of Matthew (28:19), Jesus tells his fol
lowers to "go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit." Similarly, at the end of Mark 

comes to persons in many denominations, so they are 
baptized in Christ as babies or children. Readers of 
MESSENGER are broadminded and accepting of persons 
with different Christian positions and even different reli
gions. Consequently, they understand mainline Christians 
who might accept a creed and believe in : "Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried .... " 

Most Christians of the Western world actually feel other
wise. As children, they assume they live a rather innocent, 
pleasant life. Eventually, however, they become aware of 
wrongdoing. Even then, from their perspective, they remain 
innocent until adolescence. These youth and adults belong to 
denominations such as Baptist and Anabaptists {including 
the Church of the Brethren). Leaders urge their youth to be 

IT WAS THE BAPTISM OF JESUS THAT INAUGURATED THE CHRISTIAN 

FAMILY OF GOD . ... THIS NEW FAMILY OF GOD BEGAN WITH JESUS AS 

THE FIRST SON AND THEY WERE HENCEFORTH LED BY THE SPIRIT. 

{16:15-16a), Jesus says to his disciples that they should 
"go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the 
whole creation. The one [adult listener) who believes and 
is baptized will be saved .. .. " 

Paul also speaks of the baptism of adults. In a rather 
humorous reflection, he denies baptizing anyone, then 
remembers he did baptize Crispus, Gaius, and the household 
of Stephanus. The aging Paul can't remember if there was 
anyone else (1 Cor. 1:13-16). His reference to the baptism of a 
household {see Acts 11 :14; 16:15; 16:31) does leave the read
er puzzled about the age of those converted to the new faith . 

Things changed when the early church became a state 
religion. In 313 AD, the Roman emperor Constantine made 
Christianity the formal religion of the Roman Empire. That 
meant, of course, that anyone born in the Roman world 
was automatically a Christian. 

Christians raised in a state religion believed they were 
born in sin. Consequently, they also believe it was the 
death of Jesus on the cross that redeemed them from 
such a sinful existence. This understanding of redemption 
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baptized when they become teenagers and join the commu
nity of faith at that time. At baptism, these adults become 
daughters and sons of God. They have a new family. We call 
that adoptionism. Other denominations also recognize this 
coming of age by offering a service of confirmation. 

But where does adult water baptism itself originate? 
Although they differ among themselves, all four Gospels 
describe the baptism of Jesus {Mark 1:9, Matt. 3:13-17, Luke 
3:21-22 and John 1 :29-34). The earliest account, the Gospel 
of Mark, describes what happened: "In those days, Jesus 
came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, 
he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending 
like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, 'You are 
my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased."' 

There is much to consider in these baptismal narra
tives. Jesus was not baptized for the forgiveness of sins. It 
is true that John the Baptist resisted the idea of baptizing 
Jesus {Matt. 3:14). But Jesus responded to him that bap
tism was the appropriate {righteous) thing to do. Though 



many later Christians considered baptism an act of repen
tance and forgiveness of sins, that seldom occurred in the 
New Testament. In fact, baptism of repentance primarily 
describes on ly that of John the Baptist (Matt 3:1, Mark 1:4). 
John was baptizing local Jews in the Jordan. Since no con
version to another faith could possibly have been involved, 
it was called a baptism of repentance. However, John 
announced that another person would soon come (Jesus) 
who would not use water, but the Holy Spirit. 

The origin of water New Testament baptism cannot be 
determined. It was not used by Jews of the Hebrew 
Scriptures or even at the time of Jesus. To be sure, the forma
tion of Israel occurred when they went through the Red Sea 
(Exod. 14:21-29), but then the water was more of a threat than 
a redemptive element. So the Lord gave them dry land to 
walk on. In a similar manner, the Lord took the Jews into the 
Promised Land through the water of the Jordan (Joshua 3). 
More pertinent to our issue though are several instances of 

bathing or washing for purification (Lev. 14:8-9; 15: 11 ). Still, 
before Jesus and John the Baptist, there are no biblical refer
ences to the use of water for repentance, and certainly none 
for conversion. So we are left with no explanation for the ori
gin of John's baptism. 

It was the baptism of Jesus that inaugurated the 
Christian family of God. As Jesus was baptized, the heavens 
opened and a voice announced that "this is the Son of 
God." And as John the Baptist had promised, Jesus was not 
only baptized in water, but also by the Spirit. This new fami
ly (i.e., sons) of God began with Jesus as the first Son and 
they were henceforth led by the Spirit. 

The reader will note here the absence of the birth narra
tives. In Matthew and Luke, "sonship" started with God father
ing Jesus through the Virgin Mary. That meant Jesus was the 
offspring of God from the very beginning of his life. But the 
baptism narratives go quite another direction. Jesus was strict
ly a human, the son of Joseph and Mary, until the heavens 
opened and God named him his Son. This makes considerable 
difference in reading the Gospels. Jesus was not born "the 
Son," but was adopted by God at baptism. Though the bap
tism narrative states this clearly, admittedly we don't find 
many other direct New Testament references to adoption. Paul, 
in Romans 1 :3-4, says Jesus was a human descendent of 
David until he was designated Son of God in power according 
to the Spirit of holiness. The adoption was completed when 
Jesus was resurrected and lifted to the right hand of God. 

Baptist and Anabaptists were adoptionists. After Martin 
Luther started the Reformation (1517), some Swiss 
Christians became more radical and broke with the state 
religion (Zurich in 1525). A key leader, Menno Simons, met 
with British Christians in Amsterdam (1609). From that 
sprang the massive Baptist movement we know today. 
Adults were baptized into the faith community. 

Brethren derive from this same Free Church movement 
(1708). Baptists rejected a Christian faith dependent on doc
trine and opted for a faith dependent on community love and 
the sharing of their life with others. The text that defines us 
occurs in John 13:34-35: "I give you a new commandment, 
that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another."li! 

Graydon F. Snyder, now retired and living in Chicago, 111., was dean and professor of 

New Testament at Bethany Theologica l Seminary and Chicago Theological Seminary. 

He is an orda ined minister in t he Church of the Brethren and author of many books, 

including Ante Pacem. Archeological Evidence of Church Life Before Constantine. 
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Global Food Crisis Fund supports water 
project in Niger, school in Sudan, and more 

In its first grants of 2011, the Church of the 
Brethren's Global Food Crisis Fund (GFCF) has 
allocated funds to support a water project in 
Niger, a girls' school in Sudan, an institute in 
Japan, and the Global 
Policy Forum at the >'l 

United Nations. 

rooms, a meeting room, an office, and 12 huts 
for teachers. Funds will support the school's 
effort to become more self-sufficient in its food 
operation. It seeks to add a kitchen for cooking 

and serving the noon meal to 
students and to install solar 
equipment to generate elec
tricity. The goal is for the 
school not only to become 
more self-reliant with food by 
starting a school farm, but to 
offer the students life skills. 

A $3,000 grant has been 
given to the Asia Rural 

The Nagarta Water ~ 

for Life project in Niger I 
has received a $10,000 
grant. The money will 
support construction of 
10 gardening wells in 
the village of Barho
Banima, benefiting its 
4,600 inhabitants. The 

. Institute in Japan, a commu-
GFCF helping construct gardening wells in Niger . f I . h . 

project will extend off-season gardening, diver
sify produce, reduce food losses through 
improved preservation and storage, spearhead 
reforestation, and promote the growing and 
consumption of tubers (cassava). This is the 
second GFCF grant issued to Water for Life. The 
first $10,000 issued in 2010 supported a project 
in Dan Kallou. In addition, in 2010 the Church of 
the Brethren sent $10,000 to an emergency food 
appeal of Nagarta to provide rice and maize and 
seed for the village of Maito, Garin Shega. 

The Ayok Anei Girls School in Sudan has 
received a $3,000 grant. The school educates 
over 200 girls ages 6 to 15, and includes a nurs
ery school that enrolls 135 youngsters. Opened 
in April 2009, the school comprises eight class-

nity o earning t at trains 
grassroots leaders primarily from Asia, the 
Pacific, and Africa to work with the poor, the 
hungry, and the marginalized in their home 
communities. The grant will support a resi
dence program 

that emphasizes i 
sustainable j 
agriculture by ~ 

integrating 
organic farm-
ing, community 
building, and 
leadership 
development. 
The Asia Rural 
Institute also is 
being considered 

Volunteer at Asia Rural Institute 

by Brethren Volunteer Service as a possible 
project site in 2011. 

An allocation of $1,000 has been given for 
the Global Policy Forum, which convenes the 
NGO Working Group on Food and Hunger at the 
United Nations. The forum coordinates strategic 
advocacy planning for partners in Rome, 
Geneva, Washington, and elsewhere, and initi
ates public and private meetings on policy 
directions. Previous grants to the Global Policy 
Forum were given in 2008 and 2009. 

For more about the work of the Global 
Food Crisis Fund go to www.brethren.org/ 
globalfoodcrisisfund. 

A $3,000 grant from the Global Food 
Crisis Fund to a new school for girls in 
Southern Sudan will help launch a 
school farm and provide training in 
agriculture to families in the 
community. 



Linda Shank poses with some of her English 
students after an intramural basketball game at 
the new Pyongyang University of Science and 
Technology in North Korea. 

Brethren teachers 'fall in love' with work in North Korea 
Brethren teachers Linda and Robert Shank returned to North 
Korea in February for a second semester teaching at the new 
Pyongyang University of Science and Technology (PUST) on 
the outskirts of the capital city of the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea. The Shanks began teaching and living at 
PUST when classes started Nov. 1, but took a holiday break at 
home in the United States. 

"The chance to meet these wonderful, bright, talented, 
respectful young people is a privilege beyond anything. I don't 
even believe it yet," commented Linda Shank during an interview 
at the Church of the Brethren General Offices, where Robert 
Shank also led a chapel service for denominational staff. They 
have "fallen in love" with their work at the university, he said. 

The Shanks are teaching in North Korea under the auspices of 
Global Mission Partnerships and the Global Food Crisis Fund. 
Since 1996, the fund has provided grants in North Korea for hun
ger relief, agricultural development, and farm rehabilitation, and 
supports a cluster of farm cooperatives in order to help boost 
agricultural production and equip the country to avert periodic 
famine. 

Part of a combined international and Korean faculty at 
PUST, the Shanks are two of seven teachers from Western 
countries including the US, Great Britain, and the Netherlands. 
The all-male student body includes 100 undergraduates, and 
50 graduate students in three schools: Technology/IT, Business 
and Economics, and Agriculture/Life Sciences. The student 
body is expected to grow, as the university's 240-acre campus 
was built to accommodate more than 1,000. 

However, the Shanks' fear of encountering excessive rig idi
ty quickly evaporated. "I was concerned that they would be 
really inhibited students," Linda said. Remembering her previ
ous work with young people in nations affected by violence, 
she said, "sometimes you see guarded eyes or troubled eyes; 
however, these students are so normal, so undamaged." 

In the first semester, students were required to focus on 
English . Linda taught reading/writing which included journal
ing, from which she learned much about everyday life and the 
students' families back home. For most of the undergraduates, 
this is their first time away from home and their first encounter 
with someone international. 

"A challenge in class was understanding each other," she 
added. "After two days I asked the class how much they were 
understanding of the verbal instruction. They said, 'Less than 

30 percent'; after six weeks they said, '58 percent.' I also had 
difficulty understanding their spoken English, so we were all 
challenged in verbal interactions!" 

Linda views her work not as a call to change things in a tra
ditionally closed society, but to educate the next generation of 
leadership for a nation. She is clear that the teacher's job at 
PUST is not to "fire up" students, but to nurture them to suc
ceed within the society. Even though the Shanks are aware that 
simple exposure to international people shifts the boundaries 
for their students, Linda said, "We have to be very careful not 
to lead them down that path." 

An original hope for Robert's work was to connect the uni
versity research with the farm cooperatives supported by the 
GFCF. Now it seems that may not be possible because of gov
ernmental divisions between departments that oversee educa
tion and agriculture. However, the Shanks are holding contin
ued conversation with mission executive Jay Wittmeyer; GFCF 
manager Howard Royer; Pilju Kim Joo, president of Agglobe 
Services International, which is a key partner in the farm coop
eratives enterprise in North Korea; and Marv Baldwin and Bev 
Abma of the Foods Resource Bank, another key partner. 

In place of connecting with the farms, Robert Shank now 
plans to put to use some of the university's extensive campus. 
He hopes to grow vegetables and fruit trees, develop nurseries, 
and create demonstration plots. Much of the campus lacks top 
soil and is thinly covered with weeds at the moment, he said, 
and university President Kim has asked him to "make it beauti
ful," he reported with a smile. 

His idea is to do onsite teaching of bio-intensive agriculture 
and seed saving, "growing for calories and carbon (sequestra
tion), building soil organic matter, and looking at a lot of grains 
and root crops." He has been collecting seeds for 11 veg.eta
bles in different varieties, including Chinese and Korean varia
tions. The Shanks' luggage when they returned to North Korea 
also included microscopes, textbooks, and other supplies for a 
graduate-level class on advanced genetics. 

The Shanks are looking for teachers interested in volunteering 
at PUST for as little as one semester. The faculty is in need of 
more teachers for college-level English classes (BS degree 
required) and college- and graduate-level science, business, and 
computer classes (advanced degree required). For more informa
tion see www.PUST.kr and an article about PUST at www.38north. 
org. To register interest, contact Global Mission Partnerships 
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Sudan faith leader supports call to forgiveness 
The head of the Sudan Council of Churches (SCC) has 
backed a statement by the president of southern Sudan 
that southerners should forgive northerners for the deaths 
and atrocities of the 21-year civil war. 

Ramadan Chan Liol, general secretary of the Roman 
Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox church grouping, said 
the appeal by Salva Kiir Mayardit agreed with one the 
churches were sending to their followers. 

"Our faith is built on forgiveness. If there is no forgive
ness, there will be no peace," Chan told ENI News in a tele
phone interview from Khartoum on Jan. 21. 

Chan, who also leads the Baptist Church in Sudan, 
urged Christians and followers of traditional religions to 
stop being bitter with those from the mainly Arab and 
Islamic North. He said forgiving the past will enable south
erners to move ahead and develop their region. 

"We must now focus on the many challenges that face 
us as a new nation. They are quite enormous," Chan said. 

In mid-January, with secession by the south expected, 
Kiir urged southerners to forgive northerners for the deaths 
of more than two million people. Sudan has seen two civil 
wars-one from 1955-72 and the other from 1983-2005. The 
conflicts centered on resources and religion. 

"For our deceased brothers and sisters, particularly 
those who have fallen during the time of the struggle, may 
God bless them with eternal peace and, like Jesus Christ 
on the cross, forgive those who have forcibly caused their 
death," Kiir was quoted in media reports as saying at St. 
Theresa Roman Catholic Cathedral in Juba. 

On Jan. 23, preliminary results released by the South 
Sudan Referendum Commission (SSRC) confirmed that 
nearly 99 percent of the voters chose separation. This 
means the process toward southern Sudan's independence 
would be started. It is expected that after the official 

A poll worker explains the process to a voter at a site in Al 
Gezira state in northern Sudan on Jan. 10, 2011. 

announcement of the referendum results on Feb. 14, there 
will be an interim period of six months during which out
standing issues will be resolved. 

The issues include the border demarcation between the 
South and North, the sharing of oil wealth and other 
resources, South Sudan's name, currency, and the status of 
Abeyi, a disputed oil region on the border between the 
two. 

At the same time, Chan, whose sec observed the poll
ing process, has expressed satisfaction at the process and 
its outcome. "It was free, fair and transparent. We are 
happy it has been credible and peaceful. We are satisfied," 
he said.-Fredrick Nzwili 

Fredrick Nzwili wrote this report for Ecumenical News International. 

Quilts and other relief goods 
shipped from New Windsor 

The Material Resources program that 
warehouses and ships disaster relief 
supplies from the Brethren Service 
Center in New Windsor, Md., has made 
several shipments recently. A 40-foot 
container of 11,620 quilts was sent to 
UNHCR in Azerbaijan on behalf of 
Lutheran World Relief. Another 40-foot 
container with blankets, hygiene kits, 
baby items, and medical supplies for 
Global Assistance has gone to Zambia. 
Church World Service has released 
shipments of woolen blankets and 

hygiene kits to be distributed to home
less and low-income families and shel
ters in New Mexico, New Jersey, 
California, Michigan, and Florida. 

but may attend orientation without 
making a commitment to serve in 
BVS. One project in particular, the 
World Friendship Center in Hiroshi
ma, Japan, is seeking two volunteers 
for a two-year commitment.·The vol
unteers would begin at the center this 
spring, serving as co-directors to 
manage and operate international 
guest services that include schedul
ing, welcoming, correspondence, 
breakfast preparation, and a full spec
trum of cleaning and maintenance 
duties. For more information about 
the orientation and BVS projects see 
www.brethren.org/bvs. 
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Older adults invited to join 
Brethren Volunteer Service 

BVS is inviting older adults to its 
spring orientation unit March 28-April 
8 at the Brethren Service Center in 
New Windsor, Md. The unit is open to 
anyone age 50 or older. Older adult 
volunteers are asked to commit to a 
project for a minimum of six months, 



Many expected for Ecumenical Advocacy Days 

More than 700 people of faith are expected to attend the ninth annual Ecumenical 
Advocacy Days in Washington, D.C., March 25-28. The theme will be "Develop
ment, Security, and Economic Justice: What's Gender Got to Do with It?" Among 
speakers and preachers confirmed so far are husband-wife team John Nunes, pres
ident and CEO of Lutheran World Relief, and Monique Nunes, administrator for the 
Baltimore Lutheran School; Peg Chemberlin, president of the National Council of 
Churches and executive director of the Minnesota Council of Churches; and Daisy 
Machado, academic dean and professor of Church History at Union Theological 
Seminary, New York. Plenary sessions and workshops will address a range of 
issues from ending violence against women to empowering and educating women. 
Participants will meet with members of Congress to discuss ways of addressing 
these concerns through legislation or budget priorities. Student scholarships are 
available. More information is at www.AdvocacyDays.org or contact Jordan 
Blevins, advocacy officer for the Church of the Brethren, at jblevins@brethren.org . 

Strikwerda named president of Elizabethtown College 

Elizabethtown College has announced the 
appointment of Carl J. Strikwerda as the 
college's 14th president, in a release from 
the school. After working collaboratively 
for a month alongside current president 
Theodore E. Long, Strikwerda will begin 
his tenure on Aug. 1. 

Strikwerda is dean of the faculty of 
arts and sciences and professor of history 
at the College of William and Mary in Wil
liamsburg, Va. In this position, he over
sees 378 faculty members, 21 depart
ments, and 14 interdisciplinary programs 
that serve 5,600 students, including 500 
graduate students in six doctoral and 11 
master's degree programs. During his six 
years at William and Mary, he oversaw 
construction of science buildings, helped 
create a program in community engage
ment and scholarship, and initiated work 
to win grants. He also regularly has 
taught a course on global history and 
advised international relations majors. 

In previous positions he was associate 
dean at the University of Kansas 1998-
2004, where he helped create a European 
studies program and a peace and conflict 
studies minor, led study abroad programs 
to Europe, won a Kemper Fellowship for 
excellence in teaching, and helped devel
op an indigenous nations studies pro
gram and forged strong ties with Haskell 
Indian Nations University. He also has 
held teaching positions at Calvin College, 
Hope College, SUNY Purchase, and the 

University of California, Riverside. 
He holds a bachelor's degree from 

Calvin College, a master's degree from 
the University of Chicago, and a doctor
ate from the University of Michigan--all in 
history. He has published three books 
and numerous articles on European and 
global history. He served as historical 
consultant for the National World War I 
Museum and currently is treasurer of the 
Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences. 
(For more about Elizabethtown College 
go to www.etown .edu ) 

UPCOMINGEVENTS 

March 4 World Day 
of Prayer 

March 4 Bethany Theological 
Seminary Spring Campus Visit 
Day, Richmond, Ind. 

March 6 One Great Hour of 
Sharing Offering 

March 6-20 Faith Expedition to 
Vietnam 

March 9 Ash Wednesday 

March 11-14 Church of the 
Brethren Mission and Ministry 
Board meeting, General Offices, 
Elgin, Ill. 

March 14-20 Haiti Workcamp 

March 14-18 Brethren Volunteer 
Service Spring Mid-Year Retreat 

March 17-29 On Earth Peace 
Board of Directors Meeting 

March 18-20 Roundtable 
Regional Youth Conference, 
Bridgewater (Va.) College 

March 19 Deacon Training, 
Freeport (11 1. ) Church of the 
Brethren 

March 25-27 Bethany 
Theological Seminary Board of 
Trustees meeting, Richmond, Ind. 

March 26-31 Christian 
Citizenship Seminar, New York, 
N.Y.,; Washington D.C. 

March 28-April 8 Brethren 
Volunteer Service Older Adult 
Unit Orientation, Breth ren Service 
Center, New Windsor, Md. 
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Another look at Huck Finn 
M ark Twain and his book Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn have been in the news lately. 
A version of the novel has been published that 

substitutes the word "slave" for what most writers these 
days call "the N word." I am not interested in debating the 
issue of political correctness. I am interested in taking a fresh 
look at how Twain handled the issue of race in his novel. 

In Huck's world, people with dark skin are called "nig
gers," a term Huck uses repeatedly in ordinary conversa
tion. Huck has been taught that it is part of God's ordained 

plan for the world that black people 
can be owned as property by white 
people. It was a crime in Huck's day 
to help a slave escape to freedom. 
But what do you do when you have 
lived side by side with a black slave 
and learned that he is as human as 
you are? That is Huck's dilemma. 

Jim and Huck have been floating 
down the Mississippi River on a raft, 
both of them trying to leave behind 

oppression: Huck from his violent father; Jim from his 
owner. Huck knows that by assisting Jim to escape slavery 
he has done a terrible thing. Yet as he and Jim continue to 
live together through many trying times on the river, Huck 
cannot help but make some discoveries about his compan
ion. He learns, for example, that Jim is terribly homesick 
for his wife and children. Huck says to himself: "I do 
believe he cared just as much for his people as white folks 
does for their'n. It don't seem natural, but I reckon it's so." 

It didn't seem natural to Huck. And it may not seem 
"natural" to us that God loves all people equally, that 
none stands higher in God's regard than any other. It 
"don't seem natural" because, despite our honest efforts 
to bury the prejudices we learned early or late in our lives, 
the truth is that such ideas are lodged deep within us. 

Even when we don't actively hate people of a different 
race or culture or sexual identity, we may try to ignore 
their reality. Or we categorize them with our silent judg
ments about their intelligence or honesty or morality. 

I'm not suggesting that we're all ignorant bigots. Most 

of us are, in fact, well-intentioned, caring people. But no 
amount of good intention and caring can eradicate the sin 
of racism-or any other sin-from our lives. Only the 
grace and power of God can do that. 

It was this same grace and power which Mark Twain, 
perhaps unwittingly, portrayed in the climactic scene of his 
novel. 

Huck has been plagued by his conscience, which keeps 
reminding him what a terrible sin he has committed by 
helping Jim escape. Finally he sits down and writes a let
ter to Jim's owner, telling where Jim can be found. After 
he has finished, Huck is relieved to feel "washed clean of 
sin" for the first time in his life. But then Huck remembers 
all that he and Jim have been through together and what a 
good friend Jim has been to him. 

"I happened to look around and see that paper. It was 
a close place. I took it up and held it in my hand. I 
was a-trembling, because I'd got to decide, forever, 
betwixt two things, and I knowed it. I studied a 
minute, sort of holding my breath, and then says to 
myself: "All right, then, I'll go to hell"-and tore it up. 
It was awful thoughts and awful words, but they was 
said. And I let them stay said and never thought no 
more about reforming." 

You and I get the point Mark Twain wanted to make
that Huck's decision to choose the wrong thing was, in fact, 
the right thing. It isn't much of a stretch to hear in Huck's 
words an echo of the bold statement of the Apostle Paul in 
Romans 9:3: "I could wish that I myself were accursed and 
cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people." 

Mark Twain was telling his readers that for Huck and 
Jim, the old standards of slave and free, of white and 
black, were transformed into a new standard of a common 
humanity. 

What old standards, what old prejudices, does Christ 
want to transform in me, in you? E.! 

Ken Gibble is an ordained minister in the Church of 
the Brethren and a pro lif ic author. He lives in 
Greencastle, Pa. 



ONCAMPUS 
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.) 

Phillip C. Stone, president emeritus of Bridge
water College, has received the James T. 
Rogers Distinguished Leadership Award from 
the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools Commission on Colleges (SAC
SCOC) at its annual conference held in Louis
ville, Ky. Stone served as president of Bridge
water College from 1994-2010. 

Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.) 

Elizabethtown College has been selected for 
the Community Engagement Classification by 
the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement 
of Teaching. The foundation is an independent 
policy and research center that-through tight
er connections between teaching practice, evi
dence of student learning, the communication 
and use ofthis evidence, and structured oppor
tunities to build knowledge-supports transfor
mations in American education. 

Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.) 

Local school children will "carve" out new art 
experiences at two separate outreach pro
grams aimed at elementary school students 
and middle school students at the Juniata Col
lege Museum of Art. The museum will invite 
children 5 to 8 years of age to participate in a 
hands-on educational experience including an 
interactive tour of the art exhibit "Wood Work," 
followed by safety conscious activities centered 
on woodworking art techniques. 

University of La Verne 
(La Verne, Calif.) 

Songs from a CD co-produced by University of 
La Verne associate professor Kenneth Marcus 
were used for the Sierra Madre float in the 2011 
Tournament of Roses. Marcus co-produced the 
album, "Music of California and the West by 
the Arias Troubadours," as part of his ongoing 
research into musical Los Angeles. The float 
won the governor's trophy for best depiction of 
life in California. 

Manchester College 
(North Manchester, Ind.) 

A survey of every May 2010 graduate indicates 
more than 91 percent already are employed, 
pursuing graduate study or engaged in full-time 
volunteer service. At least two-thirds (especially 
teachers) are working and studying in Indiana, 
helping to stem the Hoosier brain drain, reports 
Elizabeth Bushnell, director of Career Services. 

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.) 

An estate gift of $1.7 from McPherson alumni 
W. Marvin Will and his wife, Doreen, will fund 
multiple scholarships at the college, includ
ing two annual scholarships to incoming 
freshmen entering into a major in political 
science, history or both. The endowment will 
also fund two annual scholarships for inter
national internships or field experiences in 
history or political science. 

[a Verne (Calif.) Church of the Brethren youth group members Jami 
Newcomer, Katrina Beltran, and sisters Caitlin and Hayley Everhart pre
pare food in the church kitchen. 

They served, they wrapped, 
they made a difference 
Youth from the La Verne (Calif.) Church of the Brethren served 

lunch at the church's Alternative Christmas Faire last fall to raise 

money for needy local families at Christmastime. When the serving 

was done, more than $1,200 had been raised for families whose 

names they received from Inland Valley Hope Partners, a nonprofit 

agency based in nearby Pomona. 

One of the families assisted, consisting of a mother, father and 

two small children, is living in an emergency shelter. Another fam

ily lives independently, but faces struggles to get by, and the par

ents would find it difficult if not impossible to provide their children 

with Christmas gifts. 

With the money they raised, the 19 youth and their chaperones 

bought clothing, shoes, diapers, food, hygiene and grooming prod

ucts, as well as gift cards for a trip to the grocery store. The young 

people's visit to Target provided an opportunity not only for service, 

but also for education. Since shopping for others and shopping 

within a budget is not something most teenagers routinely do, 

Target staff who learned what the youth were doing were impressed 

by their efforts to help others. 
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Decisions should be made in 
the midst of a community 

Several individuals attended our 
Skyridge (Mich.) Church of the 
Brethren whom we did not know were 
gay for years. Yet we witnessed good 
fruit in these faithful, loving church 
members who served us with musical 
gifts, mediated conflict, and preached 
Spirit-inspired sermons. It took them a 
while to establish enough trust to 
share their sexual orientation. Two of 
these individuals did so as they heard 
God's call to use their gifts in full-time 
congregational ministry. 

We also observed loving parenting 
by a white lesbian couple who adopt
ed a Salvadoran refugee child and 
three African American children. 
These children have all become 
responsible, caring citizens. We praise 
the Holy Spirit for the gifts they offer, 
and we love them as brothers and sis
ters, for we believe that "against these 
good fruits there is no law/condemna
tion" (Gal. 5:22 and 23). 

Jesus' message was revolutionary 
because it claimed that love trumps 
law, and that sin is the absence of 
love. John, the "beloved disciple," 
wrote: "If anyone says 'I love God' 
and hates his brother, he is a liar; for 
he who does not love his brother 
whom he has seen, cannot love God 
whom he has not seen" (I John 4:20). 

Decisions that affect the lives of 
our brothers and sisters should be 
made in the midst of a loving commu
nity that knows them. Perhaps doing 
so at Annual Conference becomes 
impersonal judgment rather than dis
cernment through the Holy Spirit. 
Unless we consider the good fruit of 

each individual, we sin, "for against 
such (the good fruit that we experi
ence through them) there is no law/ 
condemnation." 

Lois (Lowey) Dickason 
South Haven, Mich. 

If conservatives are silenced, 
who wm speak for God? 

Robert Johansen asks this question in 
the December 2010 MESSENGER: "Can 
we agree (to disagree)?" He wove his 
questions through several matters of 
faith choices we have made as 
Christians, such as wearing the hair 
covering, our peace stance, wearing 
plain clothes, service in the military, 
divorce, and the ordination of women. 
Johansen believes we must never 
raise our voices in protest. 

He believes that sexual sin is not 
offensive to God. God requires our 
voices to speak out for his truth. 

Johansen says that to be Christ
like, one should accept same-sex mar
riages as having God's blessing. All 
God wants is a full church/house. We 
should overlook adultery or offensive 
words spoken in truth, and homosexu
al teachers who refuse to accept the 
1983 Annual Conference paper on 
"Human sexuality. Don't speak about 
it, he seems to be saying, and we will 
hide it under the "don't look here sec
tion" of our history." 

Brother Robert, your request isn't 
possible because conservatives base 
their worship on the truth of Scripture. 
We are commanded not to follow any 
organization, group, or family that 
intentionally allows sinful practices to 
be the basis for being church. Your 
request is too great for us to follow. 

My brother believes God is not inter
ested in our obedience to the Word, 
only social justice. 

The truth of Scripture is that 
Christianity requires repentance and 
change. All of these "just get along" 
ideas are desires to rewrite 
Scripture. If conservatives lose their 
voices in these moral concerns, who 
would speak out for God? We think 
the real question Johansen is asking 
is: "Can we just silence the conserva
tive voice?" 

Jerry Waterman 
Marshalltow n, Iowa 

Scripture is the foundation 

I was shocked, in the recent meetings 
concerning the Special Response 
materials, to learn that there were 
many who question the relevance of 
the Bible to today's world. There were 
voices who objected to any of Paul's 
letters being read in church. There 
were even those who called out for 
parts of the Scriptures to be rewritten 
or cut out entirely! 

Yet I must maintain that, from a 
Christian perspective, we cannot rest 
on any other foundation than the one 
laid down in the Scriptures. 

Sharing our differing interpreta
tions of the Bible is a very different 
thing from disregarding the Bible. In 
the first case, we are seeking to under
stand the Scriptures together, while in 
the second we would be abandoning 
the very foundation of our faith. 

Hebrews 5:11-14 says: "We have 
much to say about this, but it is hard 
to make it clear to you because you 
no longer try to understand. In fact, 
though by th is time you ought to be 

''HAVE WE, AS A DENOMINATION, MOVED BACK TO CHR.ISTIAN 

INFANCY? HAVE I BEEN PREACHING SOLID FOOD FROM THE PULPIT 

WHEN I OUGHT TO BE GIVING OUT MILK?'' 
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''THOSE WHO ARE COMMITTED TO 

FOLLOWING THE BIBLICAL STANDARD BELIEVE 

THAT AGAPE LOVE IS SO FAR-REACHING AND 

SO COMPASSIONATE THAT IT REFUSES TO LET 

ONE GO ON IN SINFUL LIVING WITHOUT A 

CALL FOR REPENTANCE. '' 

teachers, you need someone to teach 
you the elementary truths of God's 
word all over again. You need milk, 
not solid food! ... Solid food is for 
the mature, who by constant use have 
trained themselves to distinguish 
good from evil." 

Have we, as a denomination, 
moved back to Christian infancy? Have 
I been preaching solid food from the 
pulpit when I ought to be giving out 
milk? If so, then we must recover our 
foundation if we are to move forward 
as God's people. 

Chris Senkler 

Pasadena, Calif. 

Extending the table of hospitality 

I appreciated very much the articles by 
William Eberly and Robert Johansen 
in the December issue of MESSENGER. 

Both writers suggest constructive 
ways forward in the church with the 
conflicts around human sexuality in 
view. 

Eberly's historical treatment of 
Brethren forbearance implies that both 
a deep democracy of the soul and of 
the institution are the necessary marks 
of a living peace church. Continuing 
this democratic spirit of shalom in the 
church, Johansen's call to refuse pun
ishment for disagreement and dissent 
and instead hold one another in 
respectful, loving relationships reflects 
the possibilities of truly embodying 
the very Brethren principle of "no 
force in religion." 

In an age in which difference and 

disagreement too often provoke pun
ishment and emotional terrorism in 
the name of moral discipline, Eberly 
and Johansen offer thoughtful models 
of how we might indeed extend the 
table in a profoundly inclusive spirit of 
rad ical hospitality. 

Scott Holland 
Richmond, Ind. 

A violation of the will of God 

The December 2010 MESSENGER fea
tured two articles that appeared to us 
to be references to the Brethren Revival 
Fellowship ["Can We Agree?" and 
"Brethren Forbearance" ]. Our response 
to the concerns expressed in those dis
cussions centers on the major differ
ence between those who interpret the 
Bible plainly, and those who have 
accepted the assumptions of the schol
arly critics. The Scriptures everywhere 
condemn homosexual practice as a 
violation of the will of God. 

Brethren Revival Fellowship (BRF) 
identifies with the words of Wolfhart 
Pannenberg-a theologian who can
not be labeled a conservative by any 
means-when he says " ... those who 
urge the church to change the norm of 
its teaching on this matter must know 
that they are promoting schism. If the 
church were to let itself be pushed to 
the point where it ceased to treat 
homosexual activity as a departure 
from the biblical norm, and recognize 
homosexual unions as a personal 
partnership of love equivalent to mar
riage, such a church would stand no 
longer on biblical ground, but against 

We've been in the 
business of insuring 
Churches for more 
than 100 years. 

With the peace of mind that a 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance 
Company policy brings, your 
church leaders can be free to 
concentrate on the work to 
which God has called them. 

Bret~en 
MUTUAL AID AGENCY 

A Mutual Aid Association Company 

For more i11formation call 

800-255-1243 
or visit our website at 
MAABRETHREN.COM 
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the clear and repeated witness of 
Scripture." 

so compassionate that it refuses to let with truth rather than the perversion of 
one go on in sinful living without a call truth displayed in these two letters. 

BRF believes that the most loving 
attitude one can show toward those 
who openly decide to follow an ongo
ing lifestyle which everywhere in 
Scripture is described as sin is to call 
those persons to acknowledge God's 
displeasure with the activity and repent 
of the sin. Those who are committed to 
following the biblical standard believe 
that agape love is so far-reaching and 

for repentance. First of all, commitment and love 

The BRF Committee 

Commitment and love are 
not the only requirements 

After reading the pro-homosexual let
ters to the editor by Edward Huber and 
Beverly Eikenberry in the December 
MESSENGER, I feel the need to respond 

c,« Pontius' Puddle 
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BE MORE THAN A TOURIST 

2011 TOURS 
THE AMAZON RAIN FOREST 

& THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS (January 6 - 16) 

JAMAICA - ITS PEOPLE, NATURAL BEAUTY & FRUITS 
(January 28 - February 6) 

CHURCHES & SAFARIS IN KENYA & TANZANIA 
(February 7 - 18) 

PANAMA CANAL CRUISE TOUR (February 23 -March 5) 

EXPLORE SOUTH AMERICA (March 20 -April 2) 

MEDA IN MOROCCO (March 25 -April 5) 

ISRAEL/PALESTINE 
WITH PASTOR JAMIE GERBER (April 27 -May 6) 

EXPLORE THE WORLD OF PAUL 
WITH TOM YODER NEUFELD (May 4 -20) 

LEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLE RIVER CRUISE (May l l - 24) 

ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 7 - 18) 

ICELAND COUNTRY TOUR (June 13 - 22) 

EUROPEAN HERITAGE WITH JOHN RUTH (June 23 -July 6) 

WILLIAM PENN, THE POETS & MORE ... 
(ENGLAND & SCOTLAND) (July 22-August 4) 

MENNONITE STORY IN POLAND (August 9-17) 

VISIT UKRAINE WITH EDGAR STOESZ (September 19 - 28) 

A PILGRIMAGE TO PORTUGAL (September 20 - 30) 

EXPERIENCE IRELAND WITH THE LEDERACHS 
(September 22 - October 3) 

FROM NAZARETH TO ROME (November l O - 22) 

BEHIND THE VEIL-EXPERIENCING EGYPT WITH MEDA 
(November 14 - 26) 

2012 TOURS 
AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND (February 3 - 23) 

TOUR TO GUATEMALA (February 24 -March 4) 

MEXICO & ITS COPPER CANYON (March 9 -18) 

FOLLOWING THE STEPS OF MOSES (April 16 - 27) 

GLORY OF RUSSIA: MOSCOW TO ST. PETERSBURG (July 3 - 13) 

"Building bridges among Mennonites and other Christians and faiths around the world through custom-designed trove/." 

CALL 1-800-565-0451 FOR MORE INFORMATION ANO TO BOOK YOUR TOUR 
E-MAIL: office@tourmagination.com wrn: www.tourmagination.com 

9 Willow Street, Waterloo, ON N2J lV6 Canada Reg. #50014322 2308 Wood Street, Lancaster, PA 17603 USA 
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are not the only requirements for a 
pure relationship. Many adulterers 
have committed, loving relationships, 
as do many heterosexual couples who 
live together outside of marriage. 
These acts are still immoral. Secondly, 
good works do not get salvation for 
either homosexuals or heterosexuals, 
so there will probably be some really 
nice and kind but disobedient people in 
Hell. Thirdly, 1 Corinthians 6: 9 and 10 
says: "Do you not know that the wick
ed will not inherit the kingdom of God? 
Do not be deceived: Neither the sexual
ly immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers 
nor male prostitutes nor sodomites nor 
thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards 
nor slanderers nor swindlers will inher
it the kingdom of God." 

Finally, Jesus defined marriage as a 
relationship between one man and one 
woman. Matthew 19: 4 and 5 says: 
"Haven't you read," he replied, "that at 
the beginning the Creator 'made them 
male and female,' and said, 'For this 
reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and be united to his wife, and 
the two will become one flesh'? Yes, 
Jesus not only pointed out the defini
tion of marriage, but he reinforced his 
definition by pointing to the very 
nature of human creation. 

It is who we are 

Carl D. Haas 
Elizabethtown, Pa. 

As a young member of the Church of the 
Brethren, I was happy to read Robert C. 
Johansen's Special Response essay, 
"Can we agree?" in the December 
MESSENGER. The idea that we can agree 
to love one another in spite qf our differ
ences is a refreshing outlook on the cur
rent sexuality disagreement. 

Johansen referred to various differ
ences that still exist within the church, 
including traditional and modern dress, 
support and opposition for the ordina
tion of women, and those who believe 
all war is sin and those who justify it. I 
appreciate the mention of these differ
ences as they reveal something about 
our identity-our spectrum of beliefs. 



''WHEN JESUS SAID LOVE YOUR 

NEIGHBOR, I DO NOT THINK HE MEANT TO 

LOVE ONLY IF SHE ALIGNS WITH ONE'S 

THEOLOGY. TO ME, UNCONDITIONAL LOVE 

SHOULD BE THE MARK OF WHO WE ARE.'' 

Allowing members the freedom to 
believe in different ways is one of my 
favorite aspects of the Church of the 
Brethren. With this in mind, the ques
tion as I see it is not about the morali
ties of sexual orientation but rather 
why, in a church that is called to invite 
the forgotten, would we engage in 
denominational conflict over sexual ori
entation? 

It is encouraging to know that there 
are still members of the church more 
concerned with following Jesus' call to 

CLASSIFIEDADS 

"love your neighbor" than debating the 
genders in which we are allowed to 
love. "The church of the Brethren can
not agree on whether it is sinful for two 
people of the same sex to form a lov
ing, covenantal relationship," Johansen 
observes. But I think we can all agree 
that we are called to love. When Jesus 
said love your neighbor, I do not think 
he meant to love only if she aligns with 
one's theology. To me, unconditional 
love should be the mark of who we are. 

Melisa Grandison 
McPherson, Kan. 

Love Traveling? Consider these opportunities: Western U.S. National Parks incl. Yellowstone, Grand Teton, 
Bryce, Arches, Grand Canyon, and more! June 14-24 (11 days) Brochure available. Nova Scotia. Oct. 13-22 (10 
days) Brochure available. Contact Ziegler Tours, %Earl & Vivian Ziegler, 3001 Lititz Pike, Lancaster, PA 17606-5093. 
Phone: 717-560-6488. Email: evzieg@gmail.com 

The Story of an Auction for the Glory of God (262pp.) recounts personal stories of the beginning, on-going 
miracles, and fulfillment of the Atlantic Northeast District's Annual Disaster Relief Auction - from the idea stage to 
fundraising to giving help to disaster victims. Cost: $20, incl. s&h. Available from author, Vivian S. Ziegler, 3001 Lititz 
Pike, Lancaster, PA 17606-5093. (717-560-6488) 

Caring Ministries Scholarship. Church of the Brethren members enrolled in LPN, RN, or nursing graduate pro
grams are invited to apply for a Caring Ministries nursing scholarship. Scholarships of up to $2,000 for RN and 
graduate nurse cand idates and up to $1,000 for LPN candidates will be awarded to a limited number of applicants. 
Applications must be submitted by April 1. Forms and instructions are available at www.brethren.org/nursingschol
arships. Questions? Contact Nancy Miner at (800) 323-8039, ext. 202. 

Worship with us in Northern Virginia. Do you know of someone living in, moving to, or visiting the Virginia 
suburbs of Washington D.C.1 The people of the Oakton Church of the Brethren warmly invite everyone to join us 
Sunday mornings for Church School at 9:45 a.m. and Worship at 11 :00 a.m. Contact the church office at (703)281-
4411, emai l us at office@oaktonbrethren.org, or visit the church website at www.oaktonbrethren.org for more 
information. 

A Christian Cruise. Join COB Pastor John and Pastor Linda Stoner as they cruise Canada and New England aboard 
the stunning liner Poesia. This adventure takes place September 28 to October 8, 2011 and features bus transporta
tion from Western Pennsylvania. Travel arrangements from any gateway city are possible as well. Departure is from 
New York City and includes Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Quebec and Rhode Island. Christian messages, wor
ship and fellowship galore!! Contact: 814-444-8800 or jnljaunts@floodcity.net for details. 

PASTORS NEEDED. Congregations in many of the denomination's 23 districts are in need of strong, tra ined 
Christian leaders who are dedicated to Church of the Brethren beliefs and practices to serve as pastor. The available 
placements are both fu ll-time and part-time and include some associate/second staff positions. The congregations 
vary widely in size and program. A full listing of openings can be found at www.brethren.org/congregationalvacan
cies. Contact the appropriate district executive or call the Ministry office at 800-323-8039. 

L 
Subscribe now to 
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the magazine of 
Congregational 
Life Ministries. 

Basin & Towel 

• offers inspiring, practical 
information for all 
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• provides encouragement 
for vital congregations, 
called to discipleship 
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Please send information to be Ephrata, Pa.: Jennifer Samantha Shaw, Mark Wedding Deaths 
included in Turning Points to Lindberg, Julie Rhine, Sprouse, Teresa Sprouse, 

Anniversaries Aker, Donald E., 79, Jean Clements, 1451 Dundee Chris Shenk, Kevin Kim Stinnett, Brocky 
Ave, Elgin, IL 60120; 800- Shenk Nicely, Arlene Nicely, Baker, John and Barb, Plymouth, Ind. , Nov. 8 

323-8039 ext. 206; jcle- Fairview, Cordova, Md.: Beth Elcox, Danny Cerro Gordo, Ill. , 55 Alwine, Clifford Ray, 88, 

ments@brethren.org. Joy Kolakowski, Heather Sandy, Stephanie Corbett Barkdoll , Stanley and Annville, Pa. , Dec. 12 

Information must be com- Westerfield, Jacob Mountain View, Hazel, Kearneysville, 
Ament, Paul M., 86, 

plete in order to be published. Hutchison, Ramona McGaheysville, Va.: WVa., 60 
Elizabethtown, Pa. , 

Information older than one Hutchison Donn Norvelle, Ann Barnes, Bud and Margaret, 
Oct. 25 

year cannot be published. Free Spring, Mifflintown, Norvelle, Alyssa Mi ller, New Castle, Ind., 50 
Ayers, Alfred, 83, Roanoke, 

Pa.: Dan Landis Ashley Sonifrank Brumbaugh, Richard and 
Va., Dec. 22 

New Members Glendale, Calif.: Sylvia B. North Liberty, Ind.: Kessa Bernadine, Martinsburg, 
Baker, Richard P. , 81, 

Agape, Fort Wayne, Ind.: Heffner Summers Pa. , 65 
Hartville, Ohio, Dec. 25 

Judy Cormany, Martha Goshen City, Goshen, Ind.: O_sage, McCune, Kan.: Clawson, Merle and 
Blough, Pauline Emily, 95, 

Fishersville, Va., Dec. 4 
June Stuver Jason Berkey, Lena Braden Buzard, Victoria Juanita , McCune, Kan., 

Bollinger, Eva W, 93, 
Ambler, Pa.: Bonita Grady Berkey, Jennifer Oklak, O'Toole Murphy, Caleb 65 Lititz, Pa. , Dec. 1 
Beaver Creek, Hagerstown, Madalyn Metzger Egbert, Brenda Egbert Domer, Dale and Betty, 

Bowman, Kenneth 0., 93 , 
Md.: Clifton Smith Grossnickle, Myersville, Palmyra, Pa.: Sarandon Hartville, Ohio, 60 New Carlisle, Ohio, Dec. 

Md.: Paige Bussard, Smith Donahue, Leonard and Cabool, Mo.: Judy 11 
Frederick, Jon Flory Sophie Cornell, Joshua Panther Creek, Adel, Iowa: Marilyn, Callaway, Va., Brandt, Dorothy, 63, 
Schrock, Janelle Flory Grossnickle, Taylor Logan Davis, Emma 50 Annville, Pa. , May 24 
Schrock, Caitlyn Hughes, Laura Myers, Dittert, Rachel Hoy, Dulabaum, Marion and Brubaker, Jaywood, 77, 
Johnson, Melanie Jaques, Dalton Russo Zachary Oneal, Michelle Jackie, Uniontown, Ohio, Palmyra, Pa. , Nov. 7 

Grottoes, Va.: Michael Marshall 60 Myron Jackson, Judy 
Peace, Portland, Ore. : Terry Burdette, Esther Mae, 86, 

O' Neill Garascias, Tracey Jones Echard, James H. and Burlington, WVa., Dec. 9 
Cedar Lake, Auburn, Ind.: Hanover, Pa.: Rhiannon Altemus Janice, Harrisonburg, Cassel, Amos, 91, Lititz, 

John Bennett, Sarah Mahone, Justin Rummel , Windber, Pa .: Va., 50 Pa. , Aug. 13 
Bennett, Casandria Henninger, Archie Oller Olive Baker, Erik Smith Egbert, Vernon and Clark, Frances Campbell 
Bennett, Eliza Bennett, Heidelberg, Myerstown, Somerset, Pa .: Alexis Barbara, McCune, Kan., Creamer, 92, Carmel, 
Theresa Wade Pa.: Cassidy Martin Miller, Jessica Sechler, 50 Calif., Dec. 17 

Chambersburg, Pa.: Dee L. Hollins Road, Roanoke, Calvin Goss, Isaac Goss, Ellis, Ron and Amy, Clingenpeel, R. Leon, 95, 
Picking, Michael A. Preso Va.: Harold Landis, Joan Goss, Frances Myersville, Md., 60 Fort Wayne, Ind. , Nov. 

Chiques, Manheim, Pa.: Helen Landis, Robert Humbert, Rick Miller, Grubb, Wilmer, Jr . and 10 
Keturah Brandt, Titus Hedge, Brenda Hedge, Allan Shaffer, Julie Dorothy, Palmyra, Pa. , 65 Cochran, Elsie M., 87, 
Brandt, Stephanie Misty Keeney, Brenn Shaffer, Ira Smith, Hershberger, Albert and Boonsboro, Md., Oct. 1 7 
Balmer, Brooke Balmer, Sowers, Sarah Sowers Amanda Watkins Betty, Goshen, Ind. , 60 Crull , Lucille, 91 , Sun City 
Christy Shenk, Katie Keyser, W.Va.: Jean Alt, South Waterloo, Waterloo, Huff, Paul and Margaret, Center, Fla., Sept. 28 
Weatherbie Patsy Clay, Gay Pernau Iowa: Jim Ward, Carolyn McCune, Kan. , 70 Cunningham, Helen L. , 83, 

Circle of Peace, Peoria, Kokomo, Ind.: George Smith Keeney, John W. and Mary Olathe, Kan., Aug. 1 
Ariz.: Josalyn Romero, Smith Sunnyside, New Creek, W. S., York, Pa. , 71 David, Phyllis June, 83 , 
Kendra Dunn, Makenzie Locust Grove, New Castle, Va. : Amber Matlick, Kegerreis, John and Helen, Uniontown, Pa., Nov. 26 
Nelson, Kyle Carothers, Ind.: Julie Williams, Cole Darin Matlick, Evan Myerstown, Pa ., 60 Dennison, Melvin Paul, 89, 
Thomas Hart, Ariel St. Williams Matlick, Cody Pancake, Kirby, Jerry and Janice, DeKalb, Ill. , Jan. 4 
James Memorial, Martinsburg, III, Paul Smith, Pam McCune, Kan., 50 Dillon, Pamela S. , 53, 

Community of Joy, Pa.: Ashley N. Greenleaf, Kimble Ledford, Gary and Betty, Vinton, Va., Oct. 10 
Salisbury, Md.: Chuck Carmen Morales Troy, Ohio: Jenny Hausfeld, Cherokee, Kan., 60 Dolnikowski, George T., 
Abuadinma, Nkem Middle Creek, Lititz, Pa.: Matthew Jackson, Mitchell, Floyd and 92, Huntingdon, Pa., 
Abuadinma, Brent Jaden Bollinger, Seth Jeremiah Batdorf Kathleen, Martinsburg, Dec. 23 
Johnson, Melissa Lyons Bollinger, Viktoria Warrensburg, Mo.: Spenser Pa. , 65 Dove, Michelle Lynn 

Conestoga, Leola, Pa.: Bollinger, Justin Brown Reeder, Paul and Grace, Lambert, 55, Moorefield, 
Silvia del Carmen Brubaker, Julie Cassel, White Oak, Manheim, Pa.: Myersville, Md., 50 WVa., Dec. 18 
Sanchez, Brianna Liz Dylan Embiscuso, Ernest Miller, Elva Rogers, Kenneth and DuBois, Virginia C., 90, Elk Miller, Elsie Kline, 
Suarez, Olga Nadia de la Madalyn Hosler, Caleb 

Claryn Groff, Anna 
Nancy, Lebanon, Pa., 50 Grove, Calif. , Dec. 21 

Rosa, Andrea Graciela Kline, John Seibert, Schwaninger, Eugene and Echard, James Howard, 
Putt Katelyn Seibert, Trenton Cater, Conner Minnich, Anna Mae, Trappe, Md. , 76, Harrisonburg, Va., 

Cameron Martin, Lamar 
Copper Hill, Va.: Candice Shuke, Bethany Wenger, 

Alwine, Krista Wenger, 
70 Dec. 16 

Custer, Megan Simpson, Dale Martin Shoue, Dean and Esther, Eller, John C. ; 94, Sebring, 
Brent Webster, Nancy Mill Creek, Port Republic, Justin Wenger, Preston North Liberty, Ind. , 50 Fla., Oct. 22 
Poff Nichols, John Mauk, Va.: Heather Bergen, 

Wenger, An1ber Cassel, 
Stoner, Wayne and Doris, Elmore, Devera Jane, 74, 

Shirley Mauk, John Jamin Engel, Aaron 
Lauren Miller, Cambrie 

Mechanicsburg, Pa. , 50 Goshen, Ind., Dec. 6 
Miller, Nathan Kegerreis, 

Martin Moyer, Donnie Kinsey, Dylan Patterson 
Regan Sauder, Zachary 

Sword, Jim and Marie, Etzweiler, Mary A., 89, State 
Wood, Douglas Wood, Montgomery, Commodore, 

Nolt 
Hagerstown, Md., 50 CoUege, Pa., Dec. 23 

Nina Williams, Benson Pa.: Robert Woods, 
Woodbridge, Va.: Amber 

Weik, G. Harvey and Mary, Fahnestock, Marie P. , 94, 
Williams, Rachel Wilson James Woods 

Wetzel 
Myerstown, Pa. , 65 Manheim, Pa., Dec. 12 

Dixon, Ill.: Dave Jones Mount Vernon, 
Wyomissing, Pa.: Ted 

Wenger, Don and Jane, Port Feather, Eugene H., 88, 
Easton, Md.: Ed Wildasin, Waynesboro, Va.: Earl 

Noble, Mary Jo Noble, 
Republic, Va. , 50 Martinsburg, Pa. , Jan. 15 

Liz Wildasin, Mat Mitts, Linda Mitts, Aaron Melvin Fox 
Zehner, John and Winona, Felker, Samuel, Jr ., 82, 

Baynard, Wanda Baynard Simmons, Duane Shaw, Somerset, Pa. , 50 Indialantic, Fla. , Aug. 2 
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Fike, Anna Katherine, 62, Likin, Ronald 0., 76, Robinson, Milton Mahlan, Wishard, Russell Edward, Hermanos, Lares, P.R.), 
Keyser, W.Va., May 29 Keyser, W.Va. , March 13 , 88, Oak Hill, W.Va. , 88, Hagerstown, Md. , Nov. 14 

Frank, Glenn Paul, 86, 2010 Nov. 2 1 Dec. 9 Ramos, Lillian E. Reyes, 
Columbia City, Ind. , Longcor, Katherine E., 91 , Rohrbach, Robert, 70, Yokum, Nora Grace Atl. SE Dist. (Iglesia de 
Nov. 15 Goshen, Ind., Dec. 15 Reading, Pa., June 14 Harper, 87, Harman, W. los Hermanos y Centro 

Frederick, Mildred E., 90, Longenecker, Mark Z., 87, Rollo, Earl F., 93, Bowling Va., Nov. 12 Familiar, Inc. , Toa Baja, 
Lanark, Ill. , Dec. 9 Annville, Pa. , Dec. 24 Green, Ohio, Nov. 24 York, Eva, 92, Adel, Iowa, P.R.) , Nov. 12 

Frey, Miriam, 87, Palmyra, Loose, Beulah F., 92, Rotruck, Wanda K. Walls, Aug. 9 Shoemaker, Randy L., W. 
Pa., Aug. 5 Martinsburg, Pa., Nov. 28 76, Elmhurst, Ill., Dec. 21 Ziegler, Esther, 90, Marva Dist. (Sunnyside, 

Fritz, Ronald Eugene, 51, Manier, Rachel Henderson, Rudy, Pauline, 99, Coal Palmyra, Pa. , Oct. 9 New Creek, W.Va.), 
Westminster, Md., Aug. 91., Stanley, Wis. , Dec. 26 Township, Pa. , March 8, Nov. 14 
13 Marshall, Cori Jo, 27, 2010 Ordinations Vaught, Vassie A. , Virlina 

Frock, Lydia W., 98, Brunswick, Md. , Dec. 2 Sampson, Warren , 79, 
Freel, Brent, N. Ind. Dist. Dist. (Copper Hill, Va.) , 

Westminster, Md., Oct. McCauliff, William W., 98, Harrisonburg, Va. , Dec. 19 
19 Johnstown, Pa., Nov. 19 July 27 (Osceola, Ind.), Nov. 7 

White, Vicki, S. Ohio Dist. 
Funck, Edith, 90, Palmyra, McNamee, Blanche M., 100, Sampson, Wilma M., 95, Lattimer, Cindy Laprade, 

(Cornerstone, Lewisburg, 
Pa., July 7 Bryan, Ohio, Dec. 28 Delphos, Ohio, Dec. l 0 Virlina Di st. (Antioch, 

Gibble, Esther B., 86, McShane, Jane Marie, 75, Seilon, Harriet Marie, 97, Rocky Mount, Va.) , Ohio) , Nov. 14 

Lancaster, Pa. , Nov. 27 Hopwood, Pa. , Dec. 12 Elkhart, Ind. , Dec. 16 Jan. 2 Placements 
Gilbert, Althea L., 85, Messick, Betty K., 87, Sharp, Wayne, 90, Enders, Morrison, Donald S., 

Womelsdorf, Pa., Nov. Lancaster, Pa., Oct. 25 Neb., Jan. 9 Idaho Dist. (Fruitland, Archer, Brian A., pastor, 

23 Metz, Thelma B., 101 , Sherr, Sara E., 83 , Idaho) , Dec. 12 Ottumwa, Iowa, Dec. 1 

Grady, Ardis M., 95, Franklin Grove, Ill. , Nov. Lancaster, Pa., Dec. 1 Rogers, Sandra E., Mid-At!. Bidgood Enders, Gregory, 

Waterloo, Iowa, Dec. 27 28 Shirey, Alma L., 100, Dist. (Frederick, Md.) , pastor of congregational 

Griffith, Veney Enos, 88, Metzler, David G., 80, Harrisonburg, Va. , Nov. 28 care and outreach, 

Roanoke, Va., Jan. 13 Bridgewater, Va. , Jan. 2 Aug. 30 Veal, Douglas E. 0., S/C Ridgeway Community, 

Grim, F. Vernon, 93, Meyer, Ruth, 93, Adel, Smith, E. Lorraine, 80, Ind. Dist. (Richmond, Harrisburg, Pa ., Jan. 1 
Bryan, Ohio, April 30 Iowa, Nov. 2 Roaring Spring, Pa., Ind.) , Oct. 9 Fike, Carl R. , pastor, Oak 

Guess, Victor, 67, Fort Miller, Arthur M. , 93 , Jan. 9 Park, Oak.land, Md., 
Wayne, Ind. , Nov. 19 Elgin, Ill., Sept. 25 Smith, Wiley W., 95 , Licensings Dec. 26 

Hammer, Earl W., 79, Miller, Doris H. , 84, York, Mount Crawford, Va. , Gilley, W. Daniel, pastor, 
Waynesboro, Va., Dec. Pa., Nov. 24 Sept. 6 Arendt, Laura Beth, S. Pa. Smith River, Woolwine, 
16 Miller, f. Harlan, 87, Smudak, Naomi, 84, Dist. (Marsh Creek, Va. , Jan. 1 

Hartman, Bobby L., 75, Manheim, Pa. , Aug. 14 Canton, Ohio, Oct. 2 Gettysburg, Pa.) , Jenkins, Sandra K., pastor, 
Franklin, W.Va., Nov. 20 Minnich, Rachel, 61, Lititz, Snoke, Valeria, 84, Palmyra, Nov. 28 Constance, Hebron, Ky., 

Hillsamer, Harry R., 87, Pa. , June 30 Pa., June 16 Cronkhite, W. Kelly, S. Jan . 9 
Brethren, Mich., Sept. 30 Morgret, John A., Sr., 77, Snyder, Mable, 94, Adel, Plains Dist. (Antelope Junkins, Carroll G., pastor, 

Holderman, Lorene, 92, East Freedom, Pa. , Jan. Iowa, Nov. 27 Valley, Billings, Okla.), Brick, Maysville, W.Ya ., 
Goshen, lnd ., Dec. 23 14 Starliper, David Lee, 79, Dec. 5 Jan. 2 

Hoover, Harry L., 80, Munson, M. JoAnn, 80, Hagerstown, Md., Cruz, Abdiel Lopez, Atl. SE Mason, Steven W., from 
Glenford, Ohio, Dec. 13 Dixon, Ill. , Dec. 22 Dec. 30 Dist. (Igles ia de los pastor, Cedar Creek, 

Hoover, Samuel, 82, Parson, Ada, 95, Kutztown, Stehman, J. Landis, 90, Hermanos y Centro Citronelle, Ala. , to 
Grantville, Pa ., May 7 Pa. , June 26 Phoenixville, Pa. , Dec. 2 Familiar, Inc. , Toa Baja, pastor, Lafayette, Ind., 

Hoy, Marilyn, 46, Adel, Patrick, Robert, 80, Stiffler, Mary L., 86, P.R.), Nov. 19 Jan. 2 
Iowa, July 18 Myerstown, Pa. , Nov. 16 Martinsburg, Pa. , Dec. 2 Fike, Carl R., W. Marva Maxwell , David, pastor, 

Hudock, Alice Irene Boyd, Pickeral, Adrian Elbert, 88, Studebaker, Eldon F., 94, Dist. (Oak Park, Pleasant Valley, 
73 , Uniontown, Pa., Oct. Roanoke, Va ., June 4 New Carlisle, Ohio, Oak.land, Md.), Dec. 12 

Middlebury, Ind., 
29 Plum, Thelma P. , 88, Sept. 27 Gilvin, Brian D., S. Ohio 

Iseminger, Louise Flora, Waynesboro, Pa., Nov. 15 Stutzman, Charles 0., 89, Dist. (Trotwood, Ohio) , 
Aug. 22 

95, Roanoke, Va. , Jan. 9 Propst, John Paul, 76, Adrian, Mich., Dec. 23 Nov. 7 
Roudebush, Pete, pastor, 

Jordan, Clara Redden, 99, Brandywine, W.Va., Taylor, Mary Lou, 74, Hade, Marlin C., S. Pa. 
Walnut Grove, 

Salem, Va. , June 13 Dec. 18 Napoleon, Ohio, Dec. 12 Dist. (Upper Conewago, Damascus, Ya. , Jan. 2 

Kaucher, Howard L., 80, Raines, Annie A. , 90, Tillery, James C., 87, Abbottstown, Pa.) , Senkler, Christopher R. , 

Carlisle, Pa., Jan. 1 Waynesboro, Va. , Aug. Lebanon, Pa. , Dec. 10 July 11 associate pastor, 

Keener, Helen Jane Kline, 31 Torchio, Freda E., 97, Hodapp, Joseph, S. Ohio Pasadena, Calif. , Dec. 1.2 

95, Palmyra, Pa., Dec. 1 Ratliff, Ronald Edward, 77, Wilmington, Del. , Jan. 14 Dist. (Cornerstone, Shetler, David D. , district 

Kindig, James Earl, 85, Roanoke, Va. , Sept. 6 Wade, Ronald L. , 61 , Lewisburg, Ohio), executive, Southern Ohi.9 

Stuarts Draft, Va., Nov. Reidenbach, Glenn A. , 71 , Roanoke, Va., Feb. 1, Nov. 14 District , Union , Ohio, 

20 Sugarcreek, Ohio, July 9 2010 Ishman, Daniel R. , W. Pa. Jan. 1 

Kline, Daisy C. , 97, Reinhold, Ruth M., 85, Walls, Robert Steven, 63, Dist. (Center Hill, Shoemaker, Randy L., pas-

Manheim, Pa., Dec. 25 Lebanon, Pa., Dec. 16 Roaring Spring, Pa., Kittanning, Pa.) , Dec. 5 tor, Sunnyside, New 

Koffel, Robert M., 90, Reppert, Bruce, 76, Dec. 18 Maxwell, David, N. lnd. Creek, W.Va ., Jan. 1 
Harleysville, Pa., July 16 Wyomissing, Pa., Sept. 14 Ward, Lowell C., 92, Troy, Dist. (Pleasant Valley, Sloughfy, JuliAnne Bowser, 

Leckron, Verl , 90, Rice, Clarence R. , 76, Ohio, Dec. 30 Middlebury, Ind.) , from interim to pastor, 
Vancouver, Wash., Northwood, Ohio, Wells, Norvin C., 96, Tipp Aug. 22 Salem, Stephens City, 
Nov. 16 Dec. 25 City, Ohio, Dec. 15 Perez, Roberto Carlos Va., Jan. 1 

Likin, Marguerite P., 74, Rieley, Francis Marion, 66, Weyant, Myrtle E., 94, Fuster, Atl. SE Dist. (Rio Yingst, Michael , pastor, 
Keyser, W.Va. , June 2 Montvale, Va. , Sept. 28 Martinsburg, Pa. , Oct. 10 Prieto, Igles ia de los Covington, Ohio, Jan. 1 
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Garages and the simple life 

G rowing up Brethren meant trying to live the 
simple life, which for years I thought meant 

storing up treasures in the garage. 
For those who came of age during the Depression, there 

is a tendency to hang onto things because "you never know 
when you might need that." And so garages, attics, base
ments, and back porches became repositories for old rake 
handles, fruit jars, outgrown clothes, balls of string, boxes of 
slightly bent nails, and piles of old Life magazines. 

"Don't throw it out, wear it out." 
"Waste not, want not." 

"Those socks have got plenty 
of life left in them. Hand me my 
sewing kit." 

Maybe something in our Brethren 
DNA creates in us this desire to hang 
on to stuff. Maybe it was a recognition 
of this hoarding tendency that drove 
our Brethren forbears to emphasize 
the simple life as a counterbalance. 
"Listen, Alexander, those ships will 
never make it to the new world unless 
we cut down on the cargo." 

Jesus told a rich, young ruler to 
sell all he owned and give it to the 

poor and he would have treasure in heaven. Of course, 
being a rich, young ruler, he probably had some pretty cool 
things that would sell well on eBay. Most Brethren would be 

lining her stairways. Her tables are piled high with photo
graphs, mail, and ephemera. And her garage is jammed with 
bookshelves, boxes, and stacks of old magazines and news
letters. Thankfully, it's a large house, with three levels, so 
there is room to move around-or add more stuff. 

Truth be told, my own home office has, from time to 
time, become attacked by the stacks. Usually this occurs 
toward the end of the school year, when books, term papers, 
and folders begin to take up residence. (Had I a guest chair, 
it too would probably serve as temporary storage.) 

Too much stuff can drag you down, literally and figura
tively. The sight of a desk piled high with papers and period
icals can overwhelm and discourage one from moving 
ahead. lime can be wasted searching for something that, 
with a little organization, could easily be found. And, when it 
comes down to it, all that stuff piled up on that desk: When 
are you really ever going to read it? 

On the other hand, sometimes there truly are treasures to 
be found in someone's garage-or under those stacks. 

That woman with the books piled in her stairways? Turns 
out that what she has amassed over the years truly is valu
able. Decades-worth of obscure, out-of-print materials, art
work, and photographs-some of it dating back to the '60s, 
when she worked as a teacher in Laos, Cambodia, and 
Vietnam-will soon be carefully prepared as a special archi
val collection bound for the shelves of a university library. 

The professor has documents, photographs, and books 
about local history that are invaluable resources for his stu-

KEEP THE KEEPSAKES (IF THAT'S WHAT THEY TRULY ARE), BUT TOSS THE 
BALLAST, ESPECIALLY IF IT KEEPS US FROM WHAT'S TRULY IMPORTANT: 
OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH EACH OTHER AND WITH GOD. 

hard pressed to give away what they've got stored up in 
their garages and attics. 

A former journalist colleague of mine sat in a cubicle 
amid stacks of books, papers, files and whatnot-lots of 
whatnot. She hadn't seen the top of her desk in years. To an 
outsider, her office looked like total chaos, yet she swore she 
could locate anything she needed at a moment's notice. 

Another friend chairs the communications department at 
a small university. When I visit him, I'm never sure where to 
sit because ... there is no place to sit. Everything-his desk, 
his floor, his bookshelves, even his guest chair-is stacked 
with stuff. So I usually just stand when I stop by. It keeps our 
visits short. 

Yet another friend lives in a house with stacks of books 

dents when they need background material for stories 
they're working on. 

And recently I came across an old 45 recording of "Twist 
and Shout" and "There's a Place" on the Tollie record label 
by a then little-known band called the Beatles. This was 
before they'd signed with Capitol Records and taken 
America by storm. I have no idea what that 45 is worth, but 
I'm thinking of contacting Antiques Road Show. 

The trick in all this, of course, is knowing what's worth 
keeping and what's weighing us down. Keep the keepsakes 
(if that's what they truly are), but toss the ballast, especially 
if it keeps us from what's truly important: our relationships 
with each other and with God. That's where the real trea
sures lie.~ 

COMING IN APRIL: Our mission philosophy, the Special Response Process, more from the New Testament Bible 
study series, media review, reflections, letters, and more. 
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Your Brethren College Network 

Bridgewater College 
www.bridgewater.edu 

Elizabethtown College 
www.etown.edu 

Juniata College 
www.juniata.edu 

University of La Verne 
www.laverne.edu 

Manchester College 
www.manchester.edu 

McPherson College 
www.mcpherson.edu 

Bethany Theological Seminary 
www.bethanyseminary.edu 

Brethren Colleges Abroad 
www.bcaabroad.edu 



Church of the Brethren Insurance Services offers 

Long-Term Care 
for your . 

peace of mind. 
As part of their financial planning, Stafford Frederick, pastor of 

Summerdean Church of the Brethren, Roanoke, Va., and his wife, 

Linde, made sure to include Long-Term Care insurance in the process. 

"When I discovered 70 percent of all people over age 65 will 
require long-term care, I knew it had to be part of our plan. 
It just made sense to purchase our policy from Church of the 
Brethren Insurance Services since it serves the denomination." 

To learn more about Long-Term Care insurance, contc:ict Randy Yoder 
at 800-7 46-1505, exf. 362, or ryoder_bbt@brethren.org . 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

INSURANCE SERVICES 

A not-for-profit ministry of Church of the Brethren Benefit Trust Inc . 
1505 Dundee Ave. • Elgin, IL 60120-1619 

800-7 46-1505 • 847-695-0200 • Fax 847-7 42-6336 
www.bbtinsurance.org 




