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of thanksgiving and tell of all thy wondrous work/ (Psa. 2 6: 7b KJV).
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Annual Conference 2010: Taking Jesus Seriously
More than 3,300 Brethren gathered at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh
July 3-7 for the 224th recorded Annual Conference . The 793 delegates there passed a resolution against torture, adopted two queries, and approved a recommendation on appeals of
decisions made by the Annual Conference Program and Arrangements Committee. And a
hearing on the final evening of Conference offered a first look at the Special Response hearings to take place over the coming year in each of the church's 23 districts.
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Former Annual Conference moderator Charles Boyer offers the first in an occasional series
designed to provide various perspectives as the Church of the Brethren deals with the
Specia l Response process over the coming year.
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God's order is hidden from the human mind
Life is short and unpredictable, just like the weather and the harvests, observes Bob Neff as
he probes the meaning of Ecclesiastes beyond that which we assume from the popular
song telling us of "a time to be born, a time to die .... " By opening ourselves to the mystery
of the unseen- the plan God has, yet which remains just beneath the surface- we become
fully alive in the world.
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've just heard of a new game to while away the miles on long car
trips. (Goodness knows we're ready for an alternative to 20 Questions and

the Alphabet Game.)
In "Fortunately-Unfortunately," one person starts the story with a sentence that
begins with "unfortunately." The second person counters with a sentence that
begins with "fortunately." And so on.
So pile into the Brethren bus and let's hit the road:
Unfortunately, we are surrounded by war, calamity, and
human shortcomings.
Fortunately, ministering to a world in need is what
Brethren do best.
Unfortunately, the world is very big and our church is
very small.
Fortunately, we have a lot more than eight people, and
you know what can grow from just eight people.
Unfortunately, nowadays there are lots of factors that make it hard to grow.
Fortunately, we are not threatened with tongue screws, prison, and the persecution
of a state church.
Unfortunately, what we do face is less obvious and more insidious; in fact, we're
more likely to succumb to maladies caused by excess and comfort.
Fortunately, there are prophets among us who call us to account when we get cozy
with culture and who remind us to be wary aliens in this world.
Unfortunately, we generally don't like this kind of talk and we run these cranky
people out of town.
Fortunately, sometimes a prophetic word lingers uncomfortably after they're gone,
and we shake ourselves awake-startled into listening intently for God.
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Unfortunately, it can be hard to find God's voice in the midst of our noise.
Fortunately, God has no trouble finding us.
Unfortunately, we don't always agree on what God is telling us.
Fortunately, we think community is very important and so we keep trying to
figure it out.
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www.brethren.org/messenger.
A free study guide for each issue
of MESSENGER is avai lable at this
site, along with other information.

Unfortunately, community is also very hard and sometimes we just want to g ive up.
Fortunately, the Bible tells us to not lose heart.
Unfortunately, we do.
Fortunately, Jesus never gives up on us.
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CONGREGATION CLOSE-UP

University Park makes shining example
New solar array is collaborative project with community
University Park (Md.) Church of
the Brethren celebrated the installation of a 22kW solar array on its
roof this summer. "What makes
this unique," says board chair
Keith Rutter, "is that we're partnering with the local community."
Neighbors in and around
University Park raised funds
(about $130,000) for the array.
They formed UP Community
Solar (UPCS), a limited liability
corporation (LLC) that will own
and maintain the system. The
Members and friends of University Park Church of the Brethren,
church hosts the array and will
located near Washington, D.C., join in a green ribbon-tying cerepurchase all its electrical power
mony to celebrate a new solar array on the roof.
from UPCS. With a 20-year contract in place, its power purchase rate is guaranteed to be lower than the public utility rate.
And because the array is expected to produce considerably more than the church can useand due to current incentives to develop alternative energy-investors will see some return.
"In these tough economic times, this is the fiscally conservative thing to do. It's a no-brainer
as it saves us money, the environmental aspect is good stewardship, and we have connected
more with the community. It's a win, win, win," said Rutter.
"We live in a heavily treed neighborhood," said the originator of the idea, UPCS president
David Brosch. "So for any of us here to put solar panels on a house roof is not really effective.
But the south-facing roof of the church gets great exposure and will produce solar power
beyond the congregation's needs."
Since the church is used by many community groups, there's a sense in which the neighbors
also benefit directly. However, according to Hooker Monroe, stewards chair at the church, "The

(Hooversville, Pa.) held its annual Race Along the Lake May 22,
with a choice of th ree races . . . .
Western Pennsylvania is organizing a district mission trip to
Puerto Rico for winter 2011 .. ..
Codorus Church of the Brethren
(Loganville, Pa.) held its "Dunkard
Valley Live" event of worship,
music, and food Aug . 7-8.

Southeast Atlantic Southeast
District's youth team sponsored
an intergenerationa l family
peace camp at Camp lthiel
(Gotha, Fla.) Sept. 3-5 . . .. Virlina
held its annual World Hunger
Auction on Aug. 14 at Antioch
Church of the Brethren .... West
Marva's district conference Sept.
17-18 in Moorefield, W.Va., will
include a time for "good news
reports" from congregations.

Midwest The Southern Ohio
District women's retreat takes
place Sept. 17-19 at Woodland
Altars near Peebles, featuring
Kristen Timmons Wright on
women's health issues and a concert by Joseph Helfrich ... .
South/Central Indiana holds its
district conference Sept. 17-18 at
Camp Mack (Milford, Ind.). Annual
Conference moderator Robert
core reason to be involved is to foster a new model for community-based clean-energy projects Alley will be the guest speaker.
as part of a larger effort to care for God's creation by reducing our consumption of fossil fuels."
When installation began in May, as workers tethered themselves to the peak of the steep roof, Ozarks/Plains South Waterloo
a small crowd began to gather below. Slowly, over the next two weeks, 99 panels were mount(Iowa) Church of the Brethren
ed, wiring was completed, and the building underwent an electrical "heavy-up." "There's one
held a river baptism service on
June 10, with seven people bappanel missing," pastor Kim McDowell reported. "Its space had to be left empty for the pipe that
tized in a stream located at the
allows the baptistry to drain, so it's a conversation starter!"
The church and the community dedicated the solar array with a ribbon-tying ceremony in June. home of members Marlin and Joy
Hershey.... The Northern Plains
Participants joined two ends of a large green ribbon as they affirmed the partnership at the root
District conference took place July
not only of this project, but of the responsibility for care of the earth. Mike Tidwell, director of the
31-Aug. 2 at Camp Pine Lake in
Chesapeake Climate Action Network, offered congratulations on the project and challenged all
Eldora, Iowa .... Western Plains
who were present to make personal and policy changes to rely less on non-renewable energy.
held its district conference July
For more information, call 301-864-4328 or e-mail upcob@aol.com.
30-Aug . 1, webcasting several sessions for the first time.
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SAIDIT

~ T h e y are ready and
eager to impact the world
for Jesus with the gifts and
abilities God has given
them."
-Marcus Harden, a member of the 2010 Youth Peace Travel Team, commenting in a blog about the participants at this year's Church of the Brethren
National Youth Conference

BYTHENUMBERS

50,000
As of July 1, approximate number of hygiene
kits sent through the Brethren Service Center
in New Windsor, Md., to Haiti since the
January earthquake

West The "Brethren Voices"
community television program
of Portland, Ore. , in July featured
an interview with Mary Blocher
Smeltzer, a Church of the
Brethren member who worked
with Japanese citizens who were
held in camps in California during World War II.
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Nokesville pastor drops pounds
while he raises some dollars

1

ch of the Brethren
SUNDAY WORSHIP 11 :00 A.

A recent article in the News &
Messenger newspaper of northern
Virginia chronicled the project of
Nokesville (Va.) Church of the Brethren
pastor Mark Godfrey, who has combined a weight loss campaign with
fundraising.
Godfrey said in the article that he
decided "I needed to start taking losing
some weight seriously."
He wanted to get the Nokesville
church involved, the article said, and so
he started by preaching a sermon o n
the body as
the temple of
God, followed
by a weigh-in.
He pledged
that he and
his wife, Cara,
would give $5
to Heifer
International
for each
pound that he lost, and he challenged
members of the congregation to make
pledges, too.
Godfrey planned to continue the project with regular progress reports to the
congregation through September.

Skyridge Brethren help create
more 'pizzazz' in Kalamazoo
"Peace Pizzazz II: The Golden Rule," an
event for children, was sponsored by
Skyridge Church of the Brethren in
Kalamazoo, Mich., and the Michigan 6th
District Campaign for a US Department
of Peace.
The free children's peace day art fest
took place in a city park on May 22, with
hundreds of children, teachers, and parents attending. The day included dancing,
singing, bubble blowing, banner waving,
and drumming as well as making art.
The Kalamazoo Community Foundation
provided funding, and Skyridge member
Lowey Dickason headed up the effort.
Another Skyridge attendee, Karen Ullrich,
summed up the day in a reflection prepared for worship: "The day had a special
spirit because, I believe, it was just a peek
... just a moment ... of Christ's kingdom
here on Earth-all people together in joy
and peace."
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LANDMARKS & LAURELS
• McPherson (Kan.) Church of the Brethren is marking its 125th anniversary with three
special events this fall: First is an anniversary-themed worship service set for Sept. 26.
Ruthann Knechel Johansen, president of Bethany Theological Seminary, will bring the
message, and the McPherson College Concert Choir will provide special music. A meal and
sharing time will follow. On Oct. 9, during the college's homecoming weekend, the church
will host an open house for college alumni and community members. And on Oct. 31, the
church's senior choir, bell choir, ensembles, and instrumentalists
will lead the congregation in a celebration of the church's rich
musical heritage. Among the featured music will be an
Emergency
anniversary anthem by Dan Masterson and a choral piece
Disaster Fund
by the late Donald R. Frederick.
• A celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Church
of the Brethren Emergency Disaster Fund was held
July 4 at Annual Conference in Pittsburgh, Pa., featuring
the ventriloquist and comedy act of Ryan & Friends. A
free-will offering was received to benefit the fund.
• Two Brethren ministries marked their 20th anniversary at
Annual Conference: the Ministry of Reconciliation held an
afternoon reception, and the Brethren Foundation gave out
lunchtime cupcakes to celebrate the occasion.
• A Church of the Brethren delegation to China helped to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Ping ling mission hospital on Aug. 26. The group included Jay
Wittmeyer, executive director of Global Mission Partnerships; Mary Jo Flory-Steury,
executive director of Ministry, whose father was born in Ping Ting 90 years ago this past
April; and Ruoxia Li, who grew up in a former Brethren mission area in Shouyang,
China. Li wrote a MESSENGER article [Jan./Feb. 2010] on her research into the Brethren
influence in her hometown.

5(11)

REMEMBERED
• Harold Smith, who served as executive director of On Earth Peace in the late 1980s, i
died July 21 at Huffman Nursing Center in Bridgewater, Va. He was 89. Smith was an
ordained minister in the Church of the Brethren who also had been a member of local
church and district boards and was a member of the Standing Committee of Annual
Conference. Smith began his work to bring about peace in the world by serving as a
conscientious objector in Civilian Public Service. He earned degrees from Bridgewater
(Va.) College, the University of Maryland, and American University in Washington, D.C.,
and attended Bethany Theological Seminary. He seryed as an agricultural economist
through the US Department of Agriculture in Thailand, El Salvador, and the Philippines;
as a consultant in Puerto Rico; and as a member of the National Institutes of Health
Nutrition Team in Panama. When M.R. Zigler began developing the On Earth Peace
Assembly (OEPA) at the Brethren Service Center in New Windsor, Md., in 1971 he consulted closely with Smith, who was then a professor of agricultural economics at the
University pf Maryland and associate director of the Maryland Cooperative Extension
Service. In 1983, Smith was asked to serve as executive director. During the next six
years, he established the relationship of OEPA to the former General Board, raised nef.'}d
1
ed funds to support OEPA programs, and established the M.R. Zigler Endowment, which
grew to over $220,000 during Smith's years of service.
• David Stevens, leader of the Corrymeela Community in Northern Ireland and a
longtime partner and .advocate of Brethren Volunteer Service work in that region, died in
1
late May. Stevens started a support committee for BVS workers in Northern Ireland in
1975, soon after work began there. Stevens spoke at a 30th anniversary event at the
Forthspring project in Belfast in 2002.
• Carlton W. Ruff, 89, passed away July 30 at the Bridgewater (Va.) R.etirement
Community. Ruff, along with his wife, Hilda, was a founding leader of Shenandoah District's
annual Disaster Ministries Auction. He was a member of Summit Church of the Brethren in
Bridgewater. After retirement he served with Brethren Disaster Ministries as a project coordH
nator at locations from Virginia to Texas, and in.St. Croix and the Virgin Islands.
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Basin & Towel,
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of Congregational
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Experiences and
ex~ectations
"'Carly in my Christian walk I came to a startling
~realization that "mountaintop" experiences did
not tend to last very long. Soon after one particular
mountaintop experience, as I was dreading that low that
always followed, God graciously took me to Matthew 17,
which relates the struggle of a disciple dealing with his own
mountaintop experience. Reading it,
I was reminded that the work of the
Christian life is often done in the
valleys. The hard work of transformation and healing often happens
in the muck of the swamp. But
Jesus also taught me to embrace
both experiences. While the work
may be done in the valley, there is
still a place for the "mountaintop" in
encouraging, equipping, empowering, and emboldening us in our
walk and in our faith.
In the past couple of years, there
has been a lot of conversation in churches about the value of
having experiences in our walk, our worship, our service.
And as I think about this conversation and that lesson from
more t ha n a dozen years ago, I wonder if what we really
wrestle with are the met and unmet expectations of what
these experiences will provide in our life.
On a recent trip to Israel, I came face t o face with this real-

ization-that my expectations have a great deal of influence
on my experiences. I had very high expectations of my visits
to some of the sacred places of the life of our Lord. My
expectations of being able to reflect and pray at the sacred
places of Ca lvary, the tomb, and in Bethlehem at the sight of
our Lord's birth were set very high, and probably would have
been impossible to fulfill. Thus I was disappointed by the lack
of time caused by the sheer number of people struggling to
get t o th ese places and have their own experiences.
Had the places, had the sacred, let me down? No. My
expectations let me down. I spent that afternoon on the roof
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of our hotel, reading my Bible, praying, asking God what
was happening in my heart and why I felt so devoid of feel ings at these places. And God, who is always so gracious to
us when we come straight to him with our struggles,
reminded me that it isn't about the rock that Jesus died on,
it's about what happened on that rock. The only power in the
place is its ability to remind us of the event. The only powerful thing about the tomb is that it's empty.
At times on the trip, I did have quite the opposite experiences. Walking down from Masada with my daughter Megan
was a joy that I hadn't anticipated. As was walking through
the Valley of David where it is believed that David hid from
Saul, and where waterfalls fall into pools that spill over into
more waterfalls and pools. Life is springing forth as plants
and animals flock to the abundance provided by this flowing
water. Above the valley floor, however, is barren rock filled
with caves all the way up to the plateaus above. It made me
think of Psalm 84: "As we go through the valley of Baca, you
make it a place of springs; the autumn rains also cover it
with pools." The Psalms came to life at the Western Wall
where I saw birds nesting in cracks among the stone blocks.
"Even a sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest
for herself, where she may have her young- a place near
your altar." The Jews pray there because it is close to the
Holy of Holies in the once-standing temple.
The experience of going to Israel and walking where
Jesus walked will forever be in my heart, and will help open
up the
scriptures
to greater
understanding
for me. So
I will never
advocate
that we
shun experiences.
But maybe we need to remember to have high expectations
of what God can do, and not rely on people or places or
things to give us those experiences. They are gifts only from
God. I believe that one of the beautiful surprises that God so
often has in store for us, if we are open, is meeting us in the
midst of any situation- be it in an empty tomb or on a hotel
rooftop-and turning it into a genuine mountaintop experience by reaching into our hearts and reminding us who we
are in Jesus. E.!
Dana McNeil is pastor of t he Peoria (Ill.) Church of the Brethren.

OUOTEWORTHV

'' It vvill take a
loilg time until
vve can see the
change.''
-the Rev. Bernice Powell Jackson, World Council of Churches president

from North America, on relief and rebuilding work occurring in Haiti. She

was part of an ecumenical team that visited the country this summer.

"The role of the church is to accommodate
any issues that jeopardize the way forward
for our people ... because the people are
carrying God's image."
-the Rev. Tofiga Falani, president of the Congregational Christian Church
of Tuvalu, during the United Nations COP 15 climate change negotiations in
Copenhagen. He was addressing the church's role as climate change issues

threaten the islands of the Pacific. (WCC News)

"Nominal Christians will not save the church.
They don't care enough."
- Sojourners president/CEO Jim Wallis, speaking at the 2010 Associated
Church Press convention in Washington, D .C., about divisions in the church

" I've traveled a great deal in the world, and
this is the first time I've seen children
without a smile. The children of Gaza cannot
smile. Where is the conscience of the world?"
- Bishop Munib Younan of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and
the Holy Land, speaking to a World Council of Churches "Living Letters"
delegation to Israel and Palestine

CULTUREVIEW
• A "Peace Among the
Peoples" conference to affirm
the World Council of Churchesled Decade to Overcome
Violence was held July 28-31 at
Associated Mennonite Biblical
Seminary in Elkhart, Ind. Church
of the Brethren representatives
were among those participating.
• Aug . 6 marked the 65th
anniversary of the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima,
Japan, during World War II.
Many groups and churches held
observances that day to remem ber the pain of that day and to
lift up a call for peace.
• The major Edinburgh 2010
centennial missions conference
took place in June in Scotland,
with about 300 registered delegates from 60 nations. The event
commemorated the landmark
World Missionary Conference of
1910 while looking to the future

of world Christianity. A followup celebration will take place
Nov. 9-11 in New Orleans as
part of the National Council of
Churches/Church World Service
General Assembly.
• The lnterchurch Center,
located in the Upper West Side
of Manhattan, was re-dedicated
on May 26 as it marked its 50th
anniversary. The center, sometimes nicknamed "The God
Box," houses the National
Council of Churches and numerous other organizations.
• South Africa Archbishop
Desmond Tutu and his daughter
Mpho Tutu (who is also a priest)
have published a new book,
Made for Goodness,
It asks the question,
"Where can we find
joy in such a
troubled world?"
(ReadtheSpirit.com)

JUST FOR FUN: TOP 10
This top 10 list was shared at the 2010 Annual Conference MESSENGER
Dinner in Pittsburgh, Pa., by former MESSENGER editor Walt Wiltschek.

The top 10 Brethren sins:
10. Sniping that someone's prayer covering is SO last century.

"Mission assignments are certainly a good
thing for young people; but they're also a
good option for anyone, as they expose us to
the complexities of a needy and broken
world."
--Joe Hollinger, director of advancement for Eastern Mennonite Missions,
writing in EMM's Missionary Messenger magazine

"Anything is better when you have
passion for it."
- skateboarder-turned-actor Jason Lee, in an interview with
Southwest Airlines' Spirit magazine. Lee was talking at the
time about the care put into cooking

"We, as churches in Africa, appeal to ... All
Christians and people of other faiths to
fervently pray for lasting peace in the Sudan
and to express practical solidarity with and
accompaniment to our Sudanese sisters and
brothers."
-from a statement by the All Africa Conference
of Churches General Committee

9. Slipping a whoopee cushion under the moderator's seat just
before the morning business session.
8. Putting emerald-colored dye into the baptismal waters so you can
help new members to "go green ."
7. Not having at least three popular Brethren hymns on your iPod at
all times. But worse is listening to them and starting to dance or in
any way getting overly "jiggy."
6. Pulling the fire alarm just after the potluck dinner is put out so you
have the deviled eggs and desserts all to yourself.

5. Putting all the Annual Conference delegates to sleep with your
microphone speech long before the red light can even come on.
4. Trying to finagle a discount at McDonald's by claiming that the
"Big Mac" was named after your church's founder.
3. Engaging in interchurch trash talk, such as: "You started a thrift
store? Well, woo-hoo-we started Heifer Project!"

2. Giving in to the urge to tickle your neighbor's feet during love
feast.

1. Being intolerant is bad; being lactose intolerant at the all-you-caneat ice cream events is even worse.
Messenger September 2010
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Taking
Jesus
Seriously

elegates at the 2010 Church of
the Brethren Annual
Conference meeting in Pittsburgh
July 3-7 , on the theme, "Taking Jesus
Seriously," dealt with a wide array of
issues under the capable leadership of
moderator Shawn Flory Replogle.
Prominent among them was the
Resolution Against Torture. In adopting the resolution, the Conference stated, "Torture is a blantant violation of the
tenets of our faith ."
Brought by the denomination's
Mission and Ministry Board and presented to the delegates by Standing
Committee member Leah Hileman of
Atlantic Southeast District, the paper
offers a biblical and historical basis for
Brethren opposition to torture, and concludes with a strong and emotional call
to confession and action.
The section of confession reads:
"We find both the occurrences of torture and the attempt to legitimize the
acts of torture unconscionable.
"We confess allowing the rhetoric
and images of torture to pass us by.
"We confess ignoring the cry for justice.
"We confess becoming desensitized
and complacent.
"We confess feeling insignificant to
make a difference.
"We confess not speaking in a timely
manner.
"We confess our inaction.
"We confess our silence .

"We deeply mourn the harm that has
been done to all who have been tortured and have tortured. Lo rd have
mercy. We will be silent no more."
Presenting the resolution to the body,
Hileman told the story of preaching on
this issue recently in her congregation,
and then experiencing a 20-minute
debate in the open response time following the sermon. Earlier in the week
she had told the Standing Committee of
district delegates that the response of
her congregation, which included "all
sorts of arguments to justify it (torture), "
is all the more reason to put such a
statement into place for the church.
"The question still is, 'What would Jesus
do?"' she told the delegates. "The
answer is that Jesus wouldn't be in a
room pushing a prisoner to his limit. "
She challenged Brethren to be aware
of the ways torture is present in daily life,
such as in our television viewing where
she offe red the example of the series
"24 " in which torture has been graphically depicted for viewers' entertainment.
"That's not who we are," she said . "The
Church of the Brethren can s;hoose today
to be in the forefront modeling an alternat ive to the
action of torture."
Speeches from the floor
uniformly applauded the
intent of the resolution . "I
Above: UN representative
speaks in support of torture
resolution. Left: A sunrise
prayer service
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stand in righteous affirmation," said
Doris Abdullah, the Church of the
Brethren's representative to the United
Nations. "It's a very important statement
for us to make as the body of Christ,"
said Eric Anspaugh, pastor of Florin
Church of the Brethren in Mount Joy, Pa.
"This is an important step to take,"
said Duane Ediger of First Church of the
Brethren in Chicago, Ill., and a participant in Christian Peacemaker Teams,
referring to the abuses of Abu Ghraib in
Iraq and the practice of extraordinary
rendition of prisoners by the CIA and
other government agencies.
There were some calls to include a
definition of torture in the resolution,
and concerns that it refer more specifically to mental and emotional abuse,
sexual abuse, and domestic violence.
Two amendments were defeated, including one that would have added a short
statement reaffirming the Brethren
opposition to all violence, after several
responses from the microphones indicated delegates regarded the amendment as diluting the resolution's focus.
Delegates approve church bylaws,
act on two queries and a recommendation on appeals
The Annual Conference adopted revised
bylaws for the Church of the Brethren
and acted on a query on the structure of
Annual Conference, a query on guidelines for implementation of the
Congregational Ethics Paper, and a recommendation from the denomination's
Leadership Team on appeals of Program
and Arrangements Committee decisions.

Query: The structure of Annual
Conference Delegates gave overwhelming support to the Standing
Committee recommendation to adopt
the query on the structure of Annual
Conference, and to refer its concerns to

the Annual Conference Revitalization
Task Force-a body recently put in place
by the Conference officers.
The query asks, "What ways are there
to structure Annual Conference that
might more effectively fulfill the mission
of Annual Conference to unite, strengthen, and equip the Church of the Brethren
to follow Jesus?"
Standing Committee delegate Vicky
Ullery, from Southern Ohio District, told
how a group of pastors from Southern
Ohio initiated this query. She said it was
not designed to do away with the business function of Annual Conference but
seeks to uncover ways of enhancing the
Conference function of strengthening
unity and equipping the church to be the
church. Words such as passion, energy,
joy, and enthusiasm describe the hope for
what Annual Conference may become.
Many people spoke from the floor in
favor of the motion, some making suggestions for the task force to consider.
Several hoped for more of the flavor of
National Youth Conference. Moderator
Shawn Flory Replogle noted that two
members of the task force have been
NYC staffers.

Above: Delegates vote on
an item of business. Below:
Worship at the Sunday
morning service.

Query: Guidelines for implementation
of the Congregational Ethics Paper
The delegates also overwhelmingly
approved adoption of this query and the
Standing Committee recommendation
"that it be referred to a committee consisting of the appropriate Congregational
Life staff and three persons appointed by
the Annual Conference officers and confirmed by Standing Committee."
Named to the committee were Joshua
Brockway, Church of the Brethren's director of Spiritual Life and Discipleship and
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a member of the staff of Congregational
Life Ministries; Joan L. Daggett, associate
district executive in Shenandoah District;
Lisa L. Hazen, pastor of First Church of the
Brethren in Wichita, Kan.; and Clyde C.
Fry, a retired pastor from Mansfield, Ohio.
The query asks, "Would it not be helpful
and contribute toward the unity of the Body
if Annual Conference developed a uniform
denominational process by which districts
might deal with a congregation that
engages in questionable ethical activity?"
Standing Committee's recommendation
was presented by delegate Roger Forry
from Western Pennsylvania District,
which brought the query. During discussion district executive minister Ron
Beachley noted that since the Ministerial
Ethics paper contains a specific process
to follow in the event of allegations of
ministerial conduct, there was a desire
also to have a similar process applicable
to congregations.
Some who spoke from the floor were
concerned about the scope of the committee's mandate. Moderator Shawn Flory
Replogle conferred with the officers and
said if the committee decides a process is
needed, they will move forward to develop it, and bring it back to a future Annual
Conference.
Another concern was that a single
process applied across all districts may
not be appropriate because of differences
between districts. One person wondered
if a congregation accused of ethical violations might simply decide to leave the
denomination, rather than submit to such
a process. The presenters pointed out
that the intent of the congregational
ethics paper is to keep both parties in
relationship and to bring healing and
transformation, not punishment.

Preaching it:
(clockwise, from top)
Mode,;ator Shawn Flory
Replogle, Saturday's
opening worship; Marlys
Hershberger, Sunday
morning service; Earle
Fike Jr., Monday evening
worship; Nancy
Fitzgerald, Tuesday
evening worship; and
Jonathan Shively,
Wednesday closing
worship service

Leah Hileman leads
singing for worship

Appeals of Program and
Arrangements Committee decisions The delegates adopted by
more than the two-thirds majority
required a recommendation on
appeals of decisions made by the
Conference's Program and
Arrangements Committee. The recommendation brought by the denomination's Leadership Team-made up
of the three Annual Conference officers and the general secretary-was
that Standing Committee be the body
to receive such appeals.

Added recommendations from Standing
Committee also were approved, that this
"be adopted as new polity with the understanding that Standing Committee will
subsequently develop a policy of how to
address appeals of Program and
Arrangements decisions that is different
from the process Standing Committee follows in making judicatory decisions."
The presenters explained why the
Leadership Team thought a change was
desirable. Before the recent reorganization, the Annual Conference Council held

The new Annual Conference leaders are
blessed during the closing worship service:
(kneeling from left) 2011 moderator Robert
Alley and moderator-elect Jim Harvey.
Standing behind them in the center is 2010
moderator Shawn Flory Replogle.

responsibility to receive such appeals, but
several members of the Council also sat
on the Program and Arrangements
Committee. Since reorganization, the successor to the Council is the Leadership
Team, but three of its four members also
are on Program and Arrangements.

Harvey is chosen moderator~elect;
more elections and appointments

Tim Harvey, pastor of
Roanoke (Va.) Central Church
of the Brethren, was elected
Annual Conference moderatorelect. The Nominating
Committee of the Standing
Committee of district delegates
developed the slate of candidates, and Standing
Committee voted to create the
ballot that was presented to
the 2010 delegate body.
As moderator-elect of
Annual Conference, Harvey
will serve for the next year,
assisting 2011 moderator
Robert Alley to lead the
Conference next year. In 2010
Harvey will serve in the highest elected position in the
church as moderator of the
2012 Annual Conference.
Harvey grew up at Bethel
Church of the Brethren,
Broadway, Va. He holds a
bachelor of science degree in
chemistry from Virginia Tech
and a master of divinity from
Eastern Mennonite Seminary.
He is an ordained minister and
his pastoral career also has
included service as youth minister/associate pastor at Dayton
(Va.) Church of the Brethren,
and as pastor at New Hope
Church of the Brethren in
Stuart, Va .
He was a member of the
Church of the Brethren General

Board 2003-08, and chair of the
board 2007-08. He currently is
chair of Congregations in
Action, an interfaith group of
nine Roanoke congregations
partnering in a local, public elementary school. He and his
wife, Lynette, have three children, Emily, Zachary, and Rose.
Other election results:
Annual Conference
Program and Arrangements
Committee: Eric Bishop of
Pomona, Calif.
Pastoral Compensation
and Benefits Advisory
Committee: Mark Doramus of
Middleton, Idaho.
Committee on Interchurch Relations: Christina
Singh of Panora, Iowa.
Mission and Ministry
Board: Area 1-Pamela Reist
of Mount Joy, Pa.; Area 4Tim Peter of Prairie City, Iowa;
Area 5 - Gilbert Romero of
Los Angeles, Calif.
Bethany Theological
Seminary Trustee: representing the clergy-John David
Bowman of Lititz, Pa.; representing the laity-Lynn Myers
of Rocky Mount, Va.
Brethren Benefit Trust
Board: Wayne T. Scott of
Harrisburg, Pa.
On Earth Peace Board: Gail
Erisman Valeta of Denver, Colo.

Confirmations
of agency
appointments
and nominations:
Mission and
Ministry Board: Rebecca BallMiller of Goshen, Ind., and
Brian Messler of Emmitsburg,
Md .
On Earth Peace Board:
Carol Mason of Centralia,
Wash., and Donna Shumate of
Sparta, N.C.
Bethany Theological
Seminary Board of
Trustees: Elaine Gibbel of
Lititz, Pa ., and Paul Wampler of
Manassas, Va.
Brethren Benefit Trust
Board: Eunice Culp of Goshen,
Ind.; Karen Orpurt Crim of
Dayton, Ohio; and Michael 8.
Leiter of Frederick, Md.
Elections and appointments
made by Standing Committee:
World Council of
Churches representative:
Michael L. Hostetter, pastor of
Salem Church of the Brethren
in Englewood, Ohio, with R.
Jan Thompson of Bridgewater,
Va., as alternate.
Nominating Committee
of Standing Committee:
Leah Hileman from Atlantic
Southeast District, Ed Garrison
from Illinois and Wisconsin
District, Cathy S. Huffman from
Virlina District, and Steve

Sauder from West Marva
District.
Appeals Committee of
Standing Committee: Jeff
Carter from Mid-Atlantic
District, Eileen Wilson from
Oregon and Washington
District, Jim Hoffman from
Southeastern District, with
alternates Frank Polzin of
Michigan District and Shirley
Wampler of Virlina District.
Annual Conference
Program Feasibility Study
Committee: David Crumrine
of Middle Pennsylvania District.
Elections and appointments
by the Mission and Ministry
Board:
Executive Committee of
the Mission and Ministry
Board: Andy Hamilton and
Barbra Davis (Dale Minnich
continues as chair, and Ben
Barlow continues as chairelect).
Program Feasibility Study
Committee: LeAnn Wine,
executive director of Systems
and Services.
Mission and Ministry
Planning Council: Terry
Lewis. n!
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Church of the Brethren bylaws
revision The delegate body adopted the revi sion to the bylaws of the Church of the
Brethren by well over the two-thirds margin
required. The bylaws under revision were initially adopted in 2008, when the former
General Board and Association of Brethren
Caregivers joined together in one organization
creating the new structure under which the
church is now operating.
In 2009, a shorter, clearer revision of the
bylaws was brought for a first reading.
Delegates were invited to send in suggestions
and concerns. The process resulted in minor
changes to the document, made for additional
clarity or better wording.
Hearing gives first look at Special
Response process in districts
A hearing on the final evening of the 2010
Annual Conference offered a first look at hear-

Brethren
The Saturday evening worship
service of the 2010 Annual
Conference was the first worship of an
annual meeting of the Brethren to be
broadcast worldwide. Brethren videographer David Sollenberger and his
team provided live video feeds and
Bethany Seminary staff member
Enten Eller conducted the webcast.
Based on the story of the
Transfiguration found in Matthew
17:1-9, Annual Conference moderator
Shawn Flory Replogle preached on
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ings that will take place in each of the 23 districts in the Church of the Brethren this fall
and winter.
The district hearings are part of a Special
Response process set in motion at last year's
Conference, when delegates acted on two business items related to issues of human sexuality:
"A Statement of Confession and Commitment"
from the Standing Committee of district delegates, and "Query: Language on Same-Sex
Covenantal Relationships" brought by Northern
Indiana District.
The 2009 Conference voted to accept the
two documents as "special response" items to
be dealt with using a process for strongly controversial issues. The decision commits the
denomination to an intentional church-wide
conversation focused on human sexuality.
At the evening hearing, Standing Committee
members modeled and explained a format that
will be used for all of the district hearings, the

Webcasts, Conference statistics,
5K winners, and more
the moments "When Heaven and
Earth Touch." With moderator-elect
Robert Alley as worship leader, the
assembled called to mind biblical and
Brethren luminaries as all prayed with
the ancient mystic Teresa of Avila to
become the mind, the eyes, the ears,
and the heart of Christ. Each day's
worship throughout the rest of the
Conference also was webcast, along
with some other events. The Sunday
morning service was estimated to
have reached some 1,000 people via
the Internet. View recordings of the
Conference webcasts at
www.bethanyseminary.edu/webcasts/AC2010 .
Conference statistics for
2010 included a total registration
number of 3,381 including 793 delegates; 200 pints of blood collected, which exactly met the goal of
the Blood Drive; $5,700.50 raised
by the quilt auction of the
Association for the Arts in the
Church of the Brethren (AACB),
which will go for hunger relief; and
total offerings of $58,333.72.
Four new churches were welcomed by the 2010 Conference.

Iglesia de los Hermanos Cristo
Nuestro Paz, in Yahuecas, PR, was
welcomed as a congregation.
Common Spirit Fellowship in the Twin
Cities (Minneapolis-St. Paul) area of
Minnesota; Cornerstone Church of the
Brethren in Preble County, Ohio; and
Way of Hope Ministry in Western
Pennsylvania District were welcomed
as new fellowships.
Winners of this year's Brethren
Benefit Trust 5K Fitness
Challenge are Nathan Hosler, first
male runner with a time of 18:13;
Christy Crouse, first female runner
(25:44); Don Shankster, first male
walker (31:23); and Bev Anspaugh,
first female walker (34:45).
Pastor Ed Poling cycled 250
miles to Conference to raise funds
for the Outdoor Ministry Association.
The pastor of the Hagerstown (Md.)
Church of the Brethren started near
Sharpsburg, Md., traveling part of the
way to Pittsburgh along the C & 0
Canal towpath and on a former railroad trail that climbs over the
Allegheny Mountains. By Conference
time, Poling had raised some $1,500
for OMA. ll!

"Framework for Conversation" from the Annual
Conference paper "Structural Framework for
Dealing with Strongly Controversial Issues."
Larry Dentler, a member of Standing
Committee from Southern Pennsylvania
District, introduced the hearing format as "the
Acts 15 model" for how to make decisions. "I
would be delighted if every member of the
Church of the Brethren found his way into a
hearing," he said. "It's a wonderful process."
He characterized church members who may
choose not to participate in hearings-those
who "fold your arms and grump away"-as
losing an opportunity to have their voices
heard.
The Framework for Conversation format is
intended to be "transparent in its process and
broad in its invitation, fostering a spirit of
openness, promoting community rather than
uniformity, and understanding rather than
debate," as it is described in the Annual
Conference paper.
Dentler explained that the format is designed
as a two-hour meeting for a group of about 10
to 12 people. The meeting is led by a facilitator
from Standing Committee, or another person
invited to lead such hearings in a district, who
helps guide the discussion but not as a participant.
In addition to the facilitator, a note-taker is to
be part of each hearing. A standard response
form will be provided for each hearing to send
feedback to help Standing Committee formulate recommendations on the two items of
business when they come back to Annual
Conference next year.
Each hearing is to follow a scripted outline
that opens with a welcome, an opportunity for

people to introduce
themselves, the reading
of 1 Corinthians 12:1227, and a prayer. The
hearing then continues
with a review of the
Special Response
process, ground rules
for the discussion (such
as listening and speaking with respect, and
making sure every person has an opportunity
to participate), the reading of each business
item, and a short series
of questions about each business item.
One of the questions will specifically ask
what participants want Standing Committee to
know as they make their recommendation to
the 2011 Annual Conference, and what participants want Standing Committee to do about
the two business items.
,
"By the end (of a hearing) every one of you
has the opportunity to answer the question,
what do you want to say to Standing
Committee?" Dentler emphasized.
A follow-up question will ask how participants think members of the church can hold
each other together in light of differences
among the body.
While the facilitator's words were scripted
on Tuesday evening, the responses of
Standing Committee members in the "model"
hearing were not. Dentler pointed out the
remarkable level of honesty and trust that was
exhibited, in front of an audience numbering
something over 300 people-plus possibly a

Above, young adults hold a scavenger hunt around the convention
center. Below, children activties
included a field trip to the zoo and
the aquarium.

Keilh Hollenberg

Right, The Tapestry of
Praise Dance Troupe
from Johnstown, Pa.,
carried in worship
elements for the altar
table. Left, Lively worship at Tuesday
evening's service
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The Standing Committee delegates
from Atlantic Northeast District speaking with district executive Craig Smith
following the Special Response hearing.

PRE
A "Resolution on Ending Gun
Violence" and a budget parameter
for 2011 topped the agenda at the
pre-Conference meeting of the
Church of the Brethren's Mission and
Ministry Board. The group was led by
chair Dale Minnich.
Other business included financial
reports, and approval of financial policies
that have been revised to bring church
nomenclature up to date and allow for
technological developments like donations via electronic transfer. The board
also nominated trustees to a trust in India
and approved a large grant to continue
disaster response in Haiti.
Reports were received on the board's
strategic planning process, the work of the
denominational Vision Committee,
progress toward a major revision of the
Ministerial Leadership Paper, and from
general secretary Stan Noffsinger on his
visit to the White House earlier in the week.
Resolution on Ending Gun Violence
The board adopted a Resolution on
Ending Gun Violence that endorses a similar resolution by the National Council of
Churches (NCC) encouraging church
members to engage in action on the issue.
A recent Supreme Court decision on
gun rights "really should not discourage
us from this resolution," said Noffsinger
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much wider audience via webcast.
"These brothers and sisters were being
vulnerable before you tonight," he said.
The "model" group-all Standing
Committee members-displayed widely
different points of view when asked
what they want Standing Committee to
know in this Special Response process.
Several made statements in support of
the denomination's 1983 paper on
human sexuality, while at least one said
forthrightly that she cannot support it.
One expressed the need to "stand upon
the authority of God's word," while
another spoke of a daughter who is gay,
saying "She is not a sinner, she is born
the way God wanted her to be." Others
talked about their concerns for unity and

the church, that "through the midst we
hold one another in Christ's love."
The model hearing closed with a short
question and answer time. One question
asked if the district hearings will be for
church members only, and if people
should attend only one. Dentler
answered that the hearings should be
open to any active participant in the life
of a Church of the Brethren congregation, and that yes, people should only
attend one. "We don't want to stuff the
ballot box," he said.
Other questions focused on the
process, for example in some larger districts how enough hearings can be
offered if groups are limited to 10 to 12
people, and what the timing for hearings

.Iadopted
Resoluti.o n on gun violence, 201 J budget
by denominational board
as he presented the document. "If we do
anything we ought to approach this with
more vigor and determination to add our
voice against handgun violence."
Invited to speak was Mimi Copp, a
Church of the Brethren member living in
Philadelphia, who has been part of the
Heeding God's Call movement for responsible gun sales and against the "straw
sales" that provide guns to criminals.
Reviewing shocking statistics on deaths
by gun violence in the United Statessuch as that since the events of Sept. 11,
2001, 25 times the number of Americans
have been killed by gun violence in the
US than have been killed in Iraq and
Afghanistan-she outlined the urgency
for church action. "I am inspired by your
willingness to look at this very touchy
issue and pray for you in your deliberations," she told the board .
After some questions from board members, Noffsinger clarified that the resolution
is not addressing guns used for hunting,
and that the NCC resolution (which is
attached to the board resolution) makes a
clear distinction about the type of gun that is
the focus. He also noted that the Church of
the Brethren does not yet have an Annual
Conference statement solely addressing gun
violence, and commented that he views this
resolution as "an intermediate step" until
such a document may be created .

Budget parameter for 2011
The board approved a 2011 budget
parameter of $5,426,000 for the Church of
the Brethren's core ministries. The decision includes permission for up to
$437,000 to be drawn from a bequest
quasi endowment to cover an expected
shortfall in income from other sources.
The shortfall reflects the continuing
effect of the recession on the church's
investment income, as well as an expected 20 percent increase in the bill for
employee health insurance, and a
decrease in giving from individuals to
core ministries. Wages will be frozen for a
second year in a row.
However, report forms from congregations show that the churches who expect to
contribute to the work of the denomination
are committed to increase their giving by
4.5 percent for next year. "We are indeed
blessed," commented Ken Neher, director
of Stewardship and Donor Development.
"Our goal is to get to the point where
our income matches our expense," said
treasurer Judy Keyser, who characterized
the funds from the bequest quasi endowment as a "short-term plug" and emphasized that it is not a solution to long-term
issues affecting the church's finances.
Noffsinger explained that with the
board having just started a strategic planning-or "appreciative inquiry"-process,

should be, specifically if one should participate in a Special Response Bible
study before attending a hearing.
A more substantive question asked if
Standing Committee members will be
able to put aside their own feelings, as
they take into consideration the responses
received from across the denomination.
"We cannot do it on our own,"
responded one Standing Committee
member. "We cannot do it without the
Holy Spirit."
After the hearing ended, the room
quickly broke up into small groups of people engaged in earnest conversation. Each
Standing Committee member was quickly
surrounded by those wanting to ask more
questions or to express concerns.

executive staff did not want to make decisions such as reconfiguring staff or programs before the board has an opportunity to consider long term goals.
"Everything I hear is directed at systemic organizational change," vice chair
Ben Barlow responded, adding that he
hopes the denomination understands the
seriousness of the situation.
EDF grant to Haiti disaster response
An additional grant of $250,000 from the
Church of the Brethren's Emergency
Disaster Fund (EDF) was approved by the
board following a video report on the
work of Brethren Disaster Ministries and
Global Mission Partnerships in Haiti. Prior
EDF grants to the earthquake relief work
in Haiti have totaled $300,000.
The direct relief phase of earthquake
response, such as feeding programs and
the building of temporary shelters, ends
this summer, reported Brethren Disaster
Ministries executive director Roy Winter.
After that the focus of the work will turn
to construction of permanent homes,
trauma recovery, a medical effort, and
agricultural development.
Nominations to the GBB Trust in India
The board nominated four trustees to the
General Brotherhood Board (GBB) Trust
in India, which is located in the Second

It was the second Special Response
hearing offered at the Conference. A
hearing on the first evening modeled a
session of the Bible study that congregations are encouraged to use to prepare
members to take part in the district hearings. The Special Response Resource
committee also offered an insight session. (See page 16 for the first of series
on the Special Response.) li!
Contributing to this news from the 2010
Annual Conference were writers Karen
Garrett, Frank Ramirez, Frances Townsend;
photographers Kay Guyer, Justin
Hollenberg, Keith Hollenberg, Glenn Riegel;
website staff Amy Heckert and Jan Fischer
Bachman; and news director and editor
Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford.

Young adults enjoy a night-time "Brethren jump" on
the roof of Pittsburgh's Convention Center.

District of the India Brethren. The 95th
annual assembly of the India Brethren
had provided the names of Kantilal
Somchand Tandel, Nityanand Manilal
Thakore, Darryl Raphael Sankey, and
Ramesh William Makwan, which were
approved for nomination.
The board also instructed Noffsinger
and Global Mission Partnerships executive director Jay Wittmeyer to seek out
additional nominees to represent the
Second district of the India Brethren and
the Church of North India, after conversation revealed that all four nominees are
from the First District.
Noffsinger explained that this is a second trust-along with the Church of the
Brethren General Board (CBGB) Trust-to
which the Church of the Brethren in the
US has the responsibility to nominate
trustees . Nominations will be given to the
Charity Commissioner. The nominations
need to be made to ensure that the trust
does not revert the state, Noffsinger said,
as the single remaining trustee is over 90
years old and will continue to serve out
his lifetime.
General secretary's report
Noffsinger reported being one of 15 US
church leaders who were invited to the
White House last week to discuss Israel
and Palestine with Denis McDonough,

National Security Council Chief of Staff to
President Obama. All three of the historic
peace churches were represented, along
with other Christian traditions who are
members of Churches for Middle East
Peace.
The reception the group received at the
White House was excellent, Noffsinger
said. "We were there to voice our concern
over a sustainable peace," he told the
board, adding that "it was a lively conversation ."
The church leaders transmitted several
messages to the US administration,
including that the US has an important
role to broker a peace for all peoples of
the conflict. The group urged moving the
peace negotiations into direct talks
between the parties, the free flow of nonlethal goods between Gaza and Israel,
and the immediate resumption of full
humanitarian aid shipments.
The group also touched on the status of
the city of Jerusalem. "Any peace that is
brokered will need to allow free access to
Jerusalem by peoples of all three faithsChristian, Jewish, and Muslim,"
Noffsinger said.
In other business, the board also
thanked retiring members for their service, including Vernne Greiner, Bruce
Holderreed, John Katonah, Dan
McRoberts, and Chris Whitacre. li!
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SPECIA

Considering our Special
Response Process

What's ahead for the
Church of the Brethren?
by Charles L. Boyer

[Note: This is the first in a series of essays that will
appear periodically over the coming year as the Church
of the Brethren deals with the Special Response process
across the denomination. It is intended to provide different points of view that we hope will add to the discussion taking place in churches and districts over the coming year. -Ed.]

I

've had a lifetime love affair with the Church of
the Brethren. I was baptized at age 9, spent parts of
10 summers at Camp Alexander Mack, graduated from
Manchester College, performed alternative service as a
conscientious objector through Brethren Volunteer
Service (BVS), graduated from Bethany Theological
Seminary and worked for my entire 38-year career as an
ordained Brethren pastor. Thattime span was divided
among campus ministry, denominational staff assignments, and pastoral work.
Forty-eight years ago, I married a young woman
raised in the Evangelical Reformed Church, later known
as the United Church of Christ denomination. Shirley,
early in our wedded bliss, suggested that I was more
Charles Boyer in 1992 serving as Annual Conference moderator

Brethren than I was Christian.
But as I grew in this church that I love, I became
aware of polarities developing even during my years at
Manchester College, BVS, and Bethany Seminary. In the
1950s and 1960s, these polarizing issues seemed to be:
1) The roles of women in leadership: Sister Anna
Mow had taught at Bethany Seminary and a few women
had national staff and congregational assignments in the
field of Christian education. Few women served as pasMessenger September 2010

tors or other out-front leaders.
2) Involvement in ecumenical programs: Some
Brethren encouraged participation in the National
Council of Churches, World Council of Churches, and
Church World Service relief efforts, as well as exchange
programs between Brethren youth and students from
Germany, Poland , and China. Other Brethren opposed
these ecumenical involvements. This opposition often
claimed the ecumenical programs did not adequately
emphasize evangelism and conversion to sectarian
Christianity.
3) The literal, scientific, inerrant interpretation of the
Holy Bible: Some Brethren believe the Bible makes no
mistakes, is infallible, does not wander. Other Brethren
believe the scriptures do wander, are not infallible, and
do make errors regarding scientific learnings.
Unfortunately, the issues that polarized us in the
1950s and 1960s continue to divide us, and other issues
have been added . In the 1970s, conservative, fundamentalist Brethren asked for a separate BVS program . The
insinuation was made that BVS was too focused on ecu-

menical service programs
and not concerned enough
with evangelism. As director of BVS at the time, I
pleaded with my national
staff colleagues to not
establish a second BVS
training and program, but I
was outvoted and the
Brethren Revival
Fellowship runs its own
BVS training and project
Standing Committee members presented a sample hearing on the final even_ing of th~ 2~10 Annual
placements.
Conference, demonstrating what such hearings will be like as they are held m each district of the
Church of the Brethren this fall and winter.
More recently, the issue
that is most divisive has to
up dialogue study groups to deal with our polarities.
do with human sexuality-particularly, how we as a
Many Brethren hope there is still the possibility that we
denomination regard those who are gay, lesbian, bisexucan find strength to avoid further polarization. But I
al, or transgendered. From July 1992 through June 1993,
have no such hope. We have been in dialogue over
I served as Annual Conference moderator. During that
these inclusive/exclusive issues long enough. Let us go
year, I indicated that I was ready to accept homosexual
our separate ways now, quit pretending we have meanand bisexual people in positions of church leadership.
ingful harmony, and allow both groups to bu ild someI knew my stance on sexual inclusivity would be
thing new. I choose to give my heart and limit ed enercontroversial, but I did not expect the furor it aroused.
gy to building an inclusive denomination . It seems fool Four form letters evolved and several hundred Brethren
ish to do more study. Too many issues have divided us
signed their names to these calls for my resignation.
for too long.
Many personal cards and letters told me that I was a
Although I have been retired from pastoral ministry
tool of Satan. I was warned repeatedly that a delegate
of the La Verne Church of the Brethren since 2002, I
vote would be taken calling for my resignation before
know 30 members who are themselves homosexual o r
the business sessions began. My family received much
bisexual, or have a parent, child, grandchild, spouse, or
hate mail. And if I, as a heterosexual man, received this
sibling who is not heterosexual. We are clear where we
kind of castigation during this time, think what our
stand on issues of sexual inclusivity. We don't intend to
homosexual and bisexual brothers and sisters live with
debate that anymore. Nor will we debate whether
for entire lifetimes. This is an example of how religion
women are capable of pastoring or serving
promotes hatred and exclusiveness-two things Jesus
as denominational leaders. Patriarchy is dead for us.
fought so hard against.
We will work ecumenically with other Christians who
Our senior pastor closed a recent sermon with these
wish to learn from us and who will share their faith
words :
with us.
"May we be more intent on following
As we examine options open to us, let us think
Jesus than we are on harmony.
about creating two denominations and encouraging
May all that we do be saturated in love:
both to love each other as we go our separate ways.
love of God, love of neighbors,
The Church of the Brethren has split several times since
love for ourselves, love for our enemies."
1708. These divisions were not entered into lightly, nor
would this one be.li!
That is the kind of church that I want to be a part of.
That is the church I continue to love.
Between now and Annual Conference in 2011,
Church of the Brethren districts have been asked to set

Charles Boyer is a former Church of t he Brethren moderator, pastor, and
nati onal staff leader. He lives w ith his wife, Shirley, at Hillcrest Homes in La
Verne, Ca lif., and is a membe r of the La Ve rne (Ca lif.I Chu rch of t he Breth re n.
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God's Way in Wisdom's Path
Studies in Biblical Instruction

Ecclesiastes 3: Life is unpredictable; enjoy each day God gives us

God's order is hidden
from the human mind
by Bob Neff

A

world in turmoil, fortunes
made and lost, foreign
powers controlling the destiny of captive peoples, along with an
emerging crisis of faith and meaningsound familiar? That's the world as
viewed by the writer of Ecclesiastes, who
if he lived now would probably still say,
" ... there is nothing new under the sun"
(Eccl.1 :9). This is a writer who really
speaks to us today.
This writer (sometimes referred to as
Koheleth, or "the Teacher") shares the
outlook of the liturgist of Psalm 73 who
saw the wicked prospering and being
honored. He puts it this way, "Moreover,
I saw under the sun that in the place of
justice, wickedness was there, and in the
place of righteousness, wickedness was
there as well" (Eccl. 3:16). The belief in
the just ordering of the world has been
upset by the random character of life and
by the lack of reward for the righteous
and hard-working individual.
How does the wise teacher address
this situation? The author refuses to give
easy answers. As a good teacher, he
uses contradiction as a means of instruction and provides a brutal honesty to
confront the inconsistencies and discrep-

ancies of life. Such a style has led some
interpreters to believe that there are multiple authors because of what appear to
be a variety of opinions that are not
entirely consistent.
For me there is only one writer of the
book, who weighs alternatives and gives
two sides of an argument. The teacher is
simply trying to get the student's attention in order to think through difficult situations and moments of doubt. One rabbinic interpreter notes: "To read the
Book from this point of view is like sitting at the ring-side of a boxing match
and watching a thrilling bout. For long
the issue remains in doubt. Often Faith
appears defeated under the blows of
hard facts; in the end it triumphs" (A.
Cohen, ed., The Five Megilloth, p. 27).
The writer seeks to address the possibility of faith in a conflicted world.
I believe the key to understanding
Ecclesiastes lies in the third chapter, a
part of which we know well because of
its use at funerals and in popular song:
"For everything there is a season, and a
time for every matter under heaven: a
time to be born, and a time to die . .. ."
Our perspective is turned around. As a
result, we tend to judge each of these pairs

in terms of positive and negative behavior.
We see birth as positive and death as negative. For the Hebrew mind, however, it's not
death that is a problem but untimely
death-such as the death of a youth. A
good death is the fitting completion of a
life well lived and is a good event.
The other pairings can have similar
delineations. Silence for the sage is as
important as speech. Both activities can
be positive. When I was young, I wanted
to hold on to everything. Now that I am
old, I realize how important it is to throw
away or give up the accumulation of
many years. Weeping and mourning
have their appropriate times and are not
in themselves negatives. Mourning can
provide a process of healing; weeping
can provide release for pent-up emotion.
Laughing and dancing at the wrong
times can call into question one's sanity
or motives; thus they can be negatives.
For traditional wisdom instructors, the
task of the discipline was to discover the
appropriate time to speak or act.
On the one hand, Ecclesiastes agrees
with the traditionalists insofar as God has
created an order to the universe. On the
other hand, Ecclesiastes cuts the ground
out from under them by asserting that

... even in all the unpredictability' of life, we still live
within the divine framework of existence and are free
to enjoy it and give thanks to God for it.
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comprehension of this order is beyond
human intelligence. He believes that God
"has made everything suitable for its
time; moreover he has put a sense of
past and future into their minds, yet they
cannot find out what God has done from
the beginning to the end" (Eccl. 3: 11 ).
God's order has become obscured from
human thought. Despite the audacity of
so-called experts, for example, we have
learned the hard way-in our own conflicted and tumultuous time-that it is impossible to know the best time to invest, or to
travel, or to buy or sell a home.
As humans we know that there are
appropriate times to do various things,
much like those mentioned in this poem,
but we cannot discern them. God's order
is hidden from us even though we know
it exists. The teacher does not deny such
an order created by God, but he believes
that in this moment of upheaval humans
cannot understand or discover it. In his
teaching he maintains a traditional faith
by encouraging the listener to remember: "Whatever God does endures
forever ... so that all should stand in

awe before him" (Eccl. 3:14).
In the face of these circumstances, the
temptation for humans is to make a
name, accumulate wealth , and seek
pleasu re as the king tries to do in
Ecclesiastes 1:12-2:26. The net result is
hevel, a puff of air or "a chasing after
wind." Such activities bring nothing to
those who pursue them.
Paradoxically, however, this acknowledgment of hevel does not lead to
despair! According to the Teacher, what
is left for individuals is this: "I know that
there is nothing better for them than to
be happy and enjoy themselves as long
as they live; moreover, it is God's gift
that all should eat and drink and take
pleasure in all their toil" (Eccl.3:12-13).
This thought is repeated in Ecclesiastes
5:18: "This is what I have seen to be
good: it is fitting to eat and drink and
find enjoyment in all the toil with which
one toils under the sun the few days of
the life God gives us; for this is our lot."
Chon-Leong Seow observes on this
pivotal verse, "The possibility of joy is a
gift of God. At the heart of this literary

unit, then, is the call to forget human
miseries and to enjoy... . The joy of the
moment should be that which preoccupies one's heart. This is what one
accepts as a gift of God .... This is the
appropriate response to the fact t hat
human beings do not cont rol what is
happening in the universe" (Ecclesiastes,
p.58). I believe this sentiment is at the
heart of chapter 3. The teacher reminds
us how fragile and unpredictable life
really is and invites us to enjoy each day
that God g ives to us.
In Jewish trad ition the reading of
Ecclesiastes took place at the time of the
fall harvest: Sukkot (Succoth), or the
feast of booths. The most compelling of
the rabbinic arguments for its reading at
this time asserts, "Succoth is the season
of our joy, and Koheleth (Ecclesiastes)
praises joy, fo r whoever rejoices with his
portion and does not pursue money, but
derives pleasure from what he has, is
blessed with a gift of God" (A.J.
Rosenberg, The Five Megilloth, x-xi). Life
is short and unpredictable, just like the
weathe r and the harvests. In the uncertainty of life, God invites us to live in joy
without offering us the predictability of
next year's outcome.
Sukkot is celebrated Sept. 22-29 this
year, much earlier than usual. This month
if you walk past a Jewish home or temple, you may well see a tent in the yard
as part of this particular celebration. It is
a reminder of how fragile life was in the
wilderness and remains so even now.
One rabbi observes that the temporary
structure has no true ceiling so that it is
open to the divine. In other words, even
in all the unpredictabil ity of life, we still
live within the divine framework of existence and are free to enjoy it and g_ive
thanks to God for it. Ecclesiastes is the
perfect book for this occasion. ~
Bob Neff is an ordained minister in the Chu rch of the
Brethren; he serves on the development staff and as
chaplaincy coordinator at The Village at Morrisons Cove
in Martinsburg, Pa. He was previously on the facu lty of
Bethany Theological Seminary, served as general secreta ry of the Church of the Breth ren, and was president of
Juniata College. He lives in State College, Pa. Th is article
is the seventh installment in a yea r-l ong Bible study
series on w isdom literatu re.
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Art Gish remembered as a prophet for peace
Church of the Brethren peacemaker and activist
Arthur G. (Art) Gish, 70, died in a farming accident July 28
when his tractor rolled while he was working on his farm in
Athens County, Ohio.
Gish and his wife, Peggy, have been organic farmers, lifelong workers for peace, and members of the New Covenant
Fellowship in Athens, Ohio, a communal church affiliated
with the Church of the Brethren. Peggy Gish was serving
with Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT) in Iraq when the
accident occurred.
"We have lost a person important to the Church of the
Brethren who has been a visible witness to Christ's peace
around the world," said Stan Noffsinger, the church's general secretary, remembering Gish's strong witness for active
Christian peacemaking. "It is a true loss to the church and
the thousands of people he served .... We mourn this loss."
"He has been a formative influence for so many people," said
Bob Gross, executive director of On Earth Peace. Gross and his
family were part of the New Covenant commun ity along with
the Gish family for some years beginning in the 1970s.
Gish is remembered for his participation in the Civil Rights
movement of the 1960s and the protest movement against
war in the 1970s, and for his work for peace in the Middle
East in more recent decades. He was a speaker, preacher,
and writer with "incisive and frequently controversial
views," as characterized in an interview with MESSENGER
magazine published on Aug. 13, 1970. Until recently he had
worked in the Middle East for periods of time with Christian
Peacemaker Teams, beginning in 1995, often as a part of the

CPT teams in the West Bank city of Hebron and in the
Palestinian village of At-Tuwani.
He wrote a number of books that have been influential in
church and peace movement circles, including The New Left
and Christian Radicalism, published by William B. Eerdmans
in 1970. Gish described the origins of the book in the wideranging 1970 MESSENGER interview by Larry Fourman, who
was then on the church's Parish Ministries staff:
"Working in the protest movement," Gish said, "I have
come to see that the early Brethren and the Anabaptists were
not conservatives. They were the radicals of their day.... The
early Brethren understood that a Christian is different from
the world, that a Christian stands over against the world and
is in conflict with the world. To be at peace with God means
that one is in conflict with the world."
Gish also authored Beyond the Rat Race (Herald Press,
1972), Living in Christian Community (Herald Press, 1979),
Hebron Journal: Stories of Nonviolent Peacemaking (Herald
Press, 2001 ), and At-Tuwani Journal: Hope and Nonviolent
Action in a Palestinian Village (Herald Press, 2008).
He was born and raised on a farm in Lancaster County, Pa.,
and held degrees from Manchester College in North Manchester,
Ind., and Bethany Theological Seminary. His peacemaking career
began as a conscientious objector working in Europe through
Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS) 1958-60. According to a biographical note in Hebron Journal, Gish "opposed United States
involvement in every war since his youth."
The Gishes have been prominent members of the community in Athens, where they are known for selling organic produce at the farmers' market, and
as peace activists who regularly
wrote letters to the editor of the
Athens News. In an obituary for
Gish, the newspaper reported,
"On a regular basis, one or both
of the Gishes could be found
with a few other people standing
on Court Street outside the
Athens County Courthouse, holding signs calling for peace, in a
weekly lunch hour vigil." Art
Gish also "repeatedly placed first
in the reader-nominated Athens
News Best of Athens awards, as
'Best Leading Citizen,"' the newspaper said.

Art and Peggy Gish
speaking at the 2007
Annual Conference.
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National Youth Conference brings
some 3,000 Brethren to Coloraao
National Youth Conference (NYC) held July 17-22 in Fort Collins, Colo., brought together 2,884
Church of the Brethren youth and adults on the campus of Colorado State University. The conference is held every four years by the Church of the Brethren for high school-age youth and those
who have completed the first year of college.
The highlight of the daily NYC schedule was a set of two worship services-one held each morning, one each evening-featuring a wide array of preachers addressing the theme, "More than
Meets the Eye," from 2 Corinthians 4.
Two guest speakers from outside the Church of the Brethren-Shane Claiborne, a founding partner of the Simple Way faith community in inner-city Philadelphia; and Jarrod McKenna, a "neoAnabaptist" peace, justice, and environmental activist from Australia-called the youth to a radical
revolution based on the grace and love of Jesus Christ. "The God I know is a God that loves the
broken," Claiborne said in his sermon. "We have a God who's all about loving people back to life."
Preaching on the theme "Extend ing Agape Love," McKenna encouraged NYC to understand love
in its proper biblical context, warning against preachers who hold up the Bible on Sunday mornings to preach a prosperity gospel that is untrue to its context.
Numerous afternoon workshops were offered Monday through Wednesday, ranging in topics and
activities from discussions of the church's peace witness, to examination of the call to ministry, to
reflections on current issues in the world, to the craft of making wooden spoons.
In a special recognition during the conference, Chris Douglas was honored for her years of service to the youth of the Church of the Brethren during the time she spent as director of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry. She is now serving as Conference director for the church. Current youth
director Becky Ullom called Douglas to the podium on the NYC stage, where she received a standing ovation.
The NYC theme song, "More than Meets the Eye," was composed by Shawn Kirchner of La Verne
(Calif.) Church of the Brethren. In an introduction explaining the song's focus on Jesus, Kirchner
wrote to the youth at NYC: "Who was the essential Jesus, the Jesus the first Christians knew, that
the early Brethren hoped to rediscover? The guy who got all this going, so that 2,000 years later
we're all here at the mountain asking this question? Let's spend our lives finding out .... "
This summer's NYC will be the focus of a 16-page special section in the October issue of

MESSENGER.

UPCOMINGEVENTS
Sept. 12 Bethany Sunday
Sept. 19-0ct. 8 Brethren
Volunteer Service, Fall
Orientation Unit, Brethren
Service Center, New Windsor,
Md.
Sept. 21 International Day of
Prayer for Peace
Sept. 23-25 On Earth Peace
Board meeting
Oct. 10 Global Mission
Offering emphasis
Oct. 15-17 National
Observance of Children's
Sabbath Celebrations
Oct. 16-24 Peace and
Justice Week
Oct. 16-18 Mission and
Ministry Board meeting,
Church of the Brethren General
Offices, Elgin, Ill.
Oct. 16 World Food Day

Becky Ullom leads her first NYC
as denomination's youth director
Her first National Youth Conference as director of
Youth and Young Adult Ministry was winding
down when she was interviewed in Fort Collins,
Colo., and Becky Ullom felt things were going well.
"It's so wonderful to see the faces of people
who've been just a picture in the book, and to
have a strong connection with so many," she
said . "We've all come to help youth to build
community with each other and the church."
As she learns the ropes, Ullom feels that
many of the skills essential in her former posi-

tion in the office of Brethren Identity has helped.
"The importance of community, of fellowship,
how we become the hands and feet of Christ in
the world, these are what we share in NYC."
There is tremendous energy for the youth conference, but as people transition from youth to
young adults, Ullom said, there are obvious distractions. Young adults, like youth, need a sense
of belonging. That's why she plans to work hard
to help them stay connected to the church.
"We need the kind of feedback that comes
from being together to help relationships grow
deeper. Our programs keep us together to share
pain and joy, things we can't do in cyberspace."

Oct. 24 World Disarmament
Day
Oct. 29-31 Bethany
Theological Seminary Board
meeting
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Children's Disaster
Services train volunteers
to address oil spill needs

Deborah Romary elected
chair of the BBT Board
Deborah Romary was elected chair of
the Brethren Benefit Trust (BBT) board
of directors at the group's July 7 meeting in Pittsburgh, Pa., following Annual
Conference.
This election comes three years after
Romary joined the BBT Board, during
which time she has served as the chair
of the Investment Committee. She
brings to the position insight she has
gained while serving as chief executive
officer of Romary Financial Services Inc.,
a financial planning firm in Fort Wayne,
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Ind. She attends Beacon Heights Church
of the Brethren in Fort Wayne.
"The BBT Board and staff have appreciated Deb's strong leadership and
unique perspective that comes from
being a financial planner, an economist,
and a graduate of Bethany Theological
Seminary," said BBT president Nevin
Dulabaum. "I look forward to working
with her in this new role."
Before the board meeting began, a
luncheon was held to honor the service
of departing chair Harry Rhodes, who
completed his allotted eight-year term
on the BBT Board this year. His tenure
as chair began in July 2006.

Children's Disaster Services, a Church
of the Brethren program, is helping to
train volunteers of Catholic Charities in
the Gulf of Mexico region to address oil
spill needs related to children. A grant
of $5,000 has been requested from the
Church of the Brethren's Emergency
Disaster Fund to support the effort.
The Deepwater Horizon oil rig explosion
in the Gulf of Mexico is affecting the fishing, seafood, and tourism industries, and
the businesses that provide them support,
noted the grant request. "As the oil spill
continues into its third month, more families find themselves caught in an economic and mental health crisis. There is no
end in sight for the economic impact of
this environmental disaster."
The Catholic Charities Archdiocese of
New Orleans has opened five Oil Spill
Relief Centers where those affected can
access free counseling and apply for
emergency assistance, CDS staff reported. As of mid-July the organization has
assisted more than 17,000 people and
has distributed more than $593,000
worth of food vouchers, food and baby
supplies, and direct assistance, with the
anticipation that there will be an ongoing need for these centers.
Children's Disaster Services will also
be offering a volunteer workshop at the
Los Altos (Calif.) United Methodist
Church on Oct. 29-30. The workshop is
designed to train potential volunteers to
understand and respond to children
who have experienced a disaster. Once
the training is completed, participants
have the opportunity to become a certified Children's Disaster Services volunteer by providing two personal references and a criminal and sexual offender background check. For more about
Children's Disaster Services, go to
www.childrensdisasterservices.org .
Local contacts for the workshop in Los
Altos are Janice Maggiora or Patricia
Parfett, who can be reached at 650-3839322. Cost is $45 for early registration,
or $55 after Oct. 8.

NEWSBRIEFS
Zach Wolgemuth of Brethren
Disaster Ministries went to
Nashville, Tenn., to meet with local
leaders involved in flood recovery
efforts. He also is a member of a subcommittee of the National VOAD (an
organization of voluntary groups working on disaster recovery) that has been
charged with rewriting a manual to help
guide communities recovering from disasters. "This has been a long process,
but is very important and necessary due
to changes in disaster response and the
way communities recover following disasters," Wolgemuth reported. The manual "is considered one of the most important and necessary resources for local
long-term recovery group formation and
overall recovery in communities impacted by disaster."
Harrisburg First Church of the
Brethren and On Earth Peace have
partnered to provide the workshop
"You Can't Stop the River: Nonviolent
Community Change," Oct. 28-31, 2010.
The workshop offers principles and
skills of Kingian nonviolent leadership,
historical context for community

change efforts, and prayer and
worship. Participants can expect
to share and reflect on their own
experiences, and to go away
inspired, equipped, and ready to
take specific next steps in their
communities.
Belita Mitchell, pastor at
Harrisburg First Church of the
Brethren, is excited about bringing this event to her community,
saying, "It is never too late to
join together and work for the
things that make for peace and
the reduction of violence in our
communities. Now is a good
Historic John Kline homestead in Broadway, Va.
time to start!" The cost for the
$241,000, "leaving just under $85,000 to
weekend is $150 and includes materials,
be raised by the end of 2010."
tuition, and meals. No one will be turned
Contributions may be sent to John Kline
away for lack of funds. For more inforHomestead, P.O. Box 27 4, Broadway, VA
mation, call Matt Guynn at 503-775-1636,
22815. Contact Linville Creek Church of
or visit the event website at
the Brethren at 540-896-5001 to schedule
river.onearthpeace.org.
a tour of the homestead for your church
or family group. The board of directors
Fundraising to purchase the historic
are planning several events at the homeJohn Kline Homestead in Broadway,
stead beginning in 2011 as part of the
Va., continues as a deadline nears to
four-year sesquicentennial commemoraraise the total by the end of this year.
tion of the Civil War. Included in the
One of the organizers of the effort, Paul
plans are a lecture series and interpreRoth, reports that the total of contributive dinners.
tions and pledges now comes to nearly

Brethren voice concerns regarding torture
The Church of the Brethren has joined as a complainant in support
of a complaint to the Office of Human Research Protections regarding evidence of CIA violations of prisoners. The complaint is being
led by the National Religious Campaign Against Torture (NRCAT).
The complaint has been sparked by a report released by
Physicians for Human Rights that CIA doctors and other health
professionals may have engaged in illegal and unethical medical
experiments involving torture and detainees in US custody.
In his statement of support for the complaint, which was filed
prior to the Church of the Brethren Annual Conference in early
July, general secretary Stan Noffsinger cited the October 2009
"Resolution Against Torture" adopted by the Mission and
Ministry Board of the church. In the resolution, the board said
that its members "find both the occurrences of torture and the
attempt to legitimize the acts of torture unconscionable," and
stated, "we will be silent no more." The resolution since has
been adopted by the full delegate body of the denomination.
As of late July, the Church of the Brethren was one of 20
national religious groups and seven state and local religious

groups that had joined NRCAT and other human rights organizations and more than 3,000 individuals in filing the formal complaint with the Office of Human Research Protections.
The Office of Human Research Protections is part of the
Department of Health and Human Services. The complaint asks
the office to investigate the alleged illegal medical experiments
as the federal agency tasked with investigating allegations of
unethical medical experimentation involving human subjects.
"The evidence is absolutely shocking and repulsive," ·said
Michael Kinnamon, general secretary of the National Council of
Churches, in a release from the New Evangelical Partnership for
the Common Good, which also signed on to the complaint along
with the NCC and a number of Christian denominations. "Torture
is an affront to God and the denial of the bedrock convictions of
all people of faith."
In related news, the Church of the Brethren through its Global
Mission Partnerships program recently gave a $2,000 grant to
the work of NRCAT. For more information about the complaint
go to www.tortureisamoralissue.org .
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lnception: Dreams and a lingering itch

W

hen I was 10 years old, I saw the film
Dreamscape, in which a young man (played by a
very young Dennis Quaid) was convinced to use his ability
to psychically enter people's dreams in order to help them.
The movie terrified me, but in a way that left me wanting a
little more. I watched the film another dozen or so times
over the next few years. I became fascinated with dreams
and their images, an interest that flowered into investigations of dream journaling and dictionaries. I even wrote part
of my master's thesis about the archetypal symbols that so
often make their appearances in dreams.
When I went to see Inception a
few weeks ago, I expected the film to
tap into and arouse my fascination
with dreams. It certainly delivered.
Director Christopher Nolan's latest
blockbuster stars Leonardo DiCaprio
and indy-film favorites Ellen Page
and Joseph Gordon-Levitt as members of a six-person crew that not
only enters other people's dreams,
but manufactures them. Each of them
plays a specific role within the dream
scenarios: Page is an "architect,"
who creates the dream world,
Gordon-Levitt is something of a pugilistic point man who
removes obstacles (including dream-people) to the team's goal,
and DiCaprio plays the "extractor," a kind of psychic thief who
mines information from the targeted and unwitting dreamer.
The premise is brilliant: people trained in manipulating
others during the dream state can pull information from
them that otherwise might be impossible to obtain. A more
difficult task-and the one around which the entire film is
built-is to actually plant an idea in the dreamer's mind within the dream state. Called "inception," this undertaking
requires the dreamer to believe that he or she came up with
the idea in the first place, a feat that is revealed to the movie
viewer early on as being nearly impossible.
Inception has been a box office success, bringing in $500
million. And that makes sense. It's a great film. It's fun to
watch and to share, it moves quickly (especially for a twoplus-hour flick), promotes interesting conversations, and
leaves you feeling like you really saw something worth
today's high cost of admission .
But still .. . it's telling, in my opinion, that what really
made an impact on me, what I find myself thinking about
when I recall the film, is what I was most unprepared for: the
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motivation behind the dream team's work. More specifically,
crooked business. DiCaprio and his team are hired by a businessman who wants them to push a business-weakening
idea into the mind of a more successful corporate rival.
Money-and in DiCaprio's case, freedom and a cleared criminal record-are offered as payment.
And so the film unfolds, with the truly clever sophistication of a Rube Goldberg device, featuring specially concocted sedatives, dreams within dreams (four levels and a
"limbo"), a timed cascade of dramatic awakenings, and wellexecuted special effects that, surprisingly, mostly occur
when something goes wrong. Subplots abound, naturally,
and an unresolved ending (sorry, no spoiler here) leaves the
audience waiting to exhale.
Like other movies that are built around less-than-honorable characters (e.g., The Italian Job, Entrapment, Ocean's
11, 12, and 13), where you find yourself rooting for the "bad
guy," for me, Inception delivered the same subtle aftertaste.
It didn't exactly leave me questioning my morals, but it did
provoke the examination of how we end up celebrating what
we'd otherwise disdain as foul play.
Granted, it all takes place in dreams. But the ramifications
are expressed in the "real world." And, okay, DiCaprio's
character essentially uses two wrongs to somehow make a
right (the first wrong is a side story involving his deceased
wife), and it works out for him ... sort of.
Perhaps one of the ways that Inception makes its mark is
by delicately reminding us of this streak of gray that runs
through the human spirit, the part of us that cheers when a
well-executed robbery succeeds or when vigilantism just
"feels good." We know that something isn't quite right
about the situation, but we can't he lp but feel jubilant at the
triumphant conclusion.
Some will argue-and aptly so-that Inception isn't about
this at all. Instead, it concerns the untapped abilities of the
mind, the vast interior space where if you can imagine
something, it can happen, and about how the dreaming
mind is perhaps the last explored frontier.
Watch the movie. Take a loved one or friend (or both) and
enjoy the inevitable post-film discussion. But be prepared
for that little itch that lingers in the back of your mind.E!
Rya n Harri son atte nds the La Verne (Ca lif.) Ch urch of the Bret hren, w he re he has
led m onthly Spiritual Cine ma Circ le gatheri ngs for three years. He also teaches
Sp irit ual Cinema at the University of La Verne ,
and is pursuin g a term inal degree (PsyD of
Health & We llness) at t he University of the
Rockies.

ONCAMPUS
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.)
One of only five known copies of the first
Brethren hymn book, published in
Germ an y in 1720, was recently donated to
Bridgewater's Alexander Mack Memorial
Library by alumnus Joyce DeBolt Miller
and her husband, Richard. They acquired
the 464-page, leather-bound volume at an
auction 10 years ago .... The Princeton
Review named Bridgewater as one of its
"Best of the Southeast" in its annual survey of best colleges by region.

Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.)
Elizabethtown's High Library is celebrating
the 20th anniversary of its opening with a
safety makeover courtesy of a $44,000 grant
from the S. Dale Higher Education Fund of
the Lancaster County Community
Foundation .. .. First-year student Alisa Martin
received the school's inaugural Anna Carper
Excellence in Library Research Award.

Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.)
Juniata was deemed an "overlooked gem"
in a new book about the college admissions process, written by Newsday
reporter and Pulitzer Prize-winner David
Marcus. The book, titled Acceptance, lists
40 such "overlooked gems." ... Juniata
senior Maura Collins was named an
Alternate Fulbright Fellowship candidate to
teach English as a Second Language.

University of La Verne
(La Verne, Calif.)
The school's Abraham Campus Center
recently became the first building in the city
to ea rn LEED Certification from the US
Green Building Council, at the silver level. .. .
La Verne is using a $2.8 million Title V Grant
to expand post-baccalaureate opportunities
for Hispanic students, create new academic
programs, and provide tutorial support for
graduate students. Three new degree and
certificate programs will be added, including
an MBA with a cultural emphasis.

Manchester College
(North Manchester, Ind.)
The Princeton Review named Manchester a
"Best in the Midwest" school in its annual
regional rankings .... The school's Middle Eel
River Watershed Initiative has attracted another $3 million in grants . . .. Manchester has
joined the Association for the Advancement of
Sustainability in Higher Education to further
its Green Campus Initiative.

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.)
McPherson held its commencement on
May 23, featuring a keynote address by
new president Michael Schneider. Alumni
awards were presented during commencement weekend to Don Goodfellow, Mark
M elhorn , and Vida Sue Werner Snavely.

Bits and pieces
• About 2,900 youth and advisors attended this summer's dynamic Church
of the Brethren National Youth Conference in Fort Collins, Colo. A full
report on the conference, which had one of is worship services webcast for
the first time, will appear in the October issue of MESSENGER.
• Carol Fike, a recent Manchester College graduate from
Illinois/Wisconsin District, and Clara Nelson, a Virginia Tech graduate
from Virlina District, have been named Church of the Brethren workcamp
coordinators for 2010-2011. They will serve through Brethren Volunteer
Service at the workcamp office in Elgin, Ill.
• The Church of the Brethren workcamp office held its second "We Are
Able" camp this summer, June 29-July 2 at the Brethren Service Center in
New Windsor, Md. Fourteen people participated in the workcamp, geared
toward those with disabilities.
• Gifts from last summer's "reverse offering" at the 2009 National
Junior High Conference continue to come in. Youth at the conference were
given a combined $4,000 in "seed money" with the invitation to grow it
and donate it back to the church . As of June, nearly $8,200 had been
received.
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When you use CoBCU to buy from Enterp
• Haggle-free buying. Worry-free ownership.
• Up to 0.5 percent off our current loan rates.1
• Kelley®Blue Book Trade-In Value of your vehicle plus $5

I was thrilled by the lead article, "What
Would Jesus Do," in the July/August
MESSENGER. David Radcliff has explained
clearly the discrepancy between what
needs to be done and what well-intentioned Christians allow their country to
carry out in relation to oppressed people.
It would be ideal if more of us could participate in one of his learning tours and
see the results first-hand . This unfortunately is not possible for some of us, but
we are with David in spirit, and we
would like to play a more active role in
helping to change some of the hurtful
US policies which he points out.
Some of us who are homebound have
found what we feel is a viable calling in
sending e-mails and/or making phone calls
to legislators and other leaders urging them
to action on various important social and
political issues. However, it seems to me
that very few if any of these appeals speak
to the questions at hand as directly as David
has done. It occurs to me that the Church of
the Brethren offices could play more of a
leading role in pointing Brethren readers to
simple actions they could take. I am aware
that Global Mission Partnerships sends an
occasional e-mail action alert to a list of
people. This a certainly good as far as it
goes, but I'm dreaming of a much-expanded effort. Perhaps a message could go out
approximately once a week. I think it would
be advisable for only one issue to be
addressed in each e-mail, as this will greatly
increase the likelihood that action will be
taken . It would help for the suggestions to
be specific and quickly accomplishable.
(Those inclined to write longer letters will
do so on their own.)
By the way, it wouldn't hurt for occasional notices to appear in the MESSENGER
inviting readers to sign up for the e-mail
action alerts.
Esther Ho
Haywa rd. Ca lif .

888-832-1383 • ww w. cobcu.org

Learn more by visiting www.cobcu. org and clicking on the "Enterprise" logo.
' 0.5 percent loan discount valid when vehicle purchased from Enterprise Car Sales for loan amounts of $10,000 or more. Approval and
rate subject to credit score.' Trade-In values obtained from v2010 Kelley Blue Book Co.'s Web site KBB.com. Blue Book Trade-In Value
is based on accurate condition rating and mileage of vehicle. Accurately appraising the condition of the vehicle is an impcrtant aspect
of determining its Blue Book Trade-In Value. If a Blue Book Trade-In value ,s not available for your vehicle. Enterprise will provide a fair
and competitive value for customer's vehicle. Addi tional trade-in value of $500 is not available on vehicles other than used passenger
vehicles or light duty trucks. vehicle s without a Blue Book Trade -In Value or when Enterprise vehicle is not purchased. Customer is responsible to any extent vehicle pay-ott exceeds Enterprise offer. Customer must provide required proof of ownership/registration and
all other necessary paperwork to transfer title. Restrictions apply. For details, see an Enterprise Car Sales Manager. Prices do not include tax. title, tags, governmental fees, any emissions testing charges, and any finance charges (if applicable). Unless otherwise stated
separately, price does not include processing, administrative. closing, or other similar fees of $149 or less. Used vehicles previously part
of Enterprise shorHerm rental and lease fleet or purchased by Enterprise from other sources including auto auctions, with previous use
possibly short-term rental. lease. or other. The "e'' logo. Enterprise, and "Haggle-free buying. Worry-free ownership." are trademarks of
Enterprise Holdings, Inc. "201 0 Enterprise Car Sales. Combined offer good through Oct. 14, 20 10.
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Esther Mohler Ho, a member of the Church of
the Brethren Fellowship in Fremont, Calif.,
and a tireless activist for peace, passed away
on August 20. Ho, who had served as a BVSer
in Kassel, Germany, later worked with the
director of Peace Education and Action for the
Church of the Brethren. More recently, she
had volunteered with Christian Peacemaker
Teams, serving in Washington, D.C., Hebron,
Mexico, and Canada.-Ed.

BUILDING BRIDGES FOR 40 YEARS

Following God's word?
For some time now I have wanted to comment
on the continuing struggle ou r denomination
has been having with the homosexual, samesex issue but could not find the words. I have
now found those words and they are between
the covers of a recent Brethren Revival
Fellowship (BRF) publication titled "God
speaks about the homosex ual issue." I believe
this booklet accurately tells us what the Bible
and, more importantly, God, says about a sinful lifestyle our denomination is being forced
to accept. I strongly urge everyone, Brethren or
not, to read this booklet. I believe you will find
definitive answers t o the question of why the
homosexual, same-sex lifestyle is wrong and
should not be allowed to lead our denomination down the slippery slope of moral decline. I
close th is short letter with a quote from the
booklet: "Does the Church of the Brethren rea lly want to take an official stand against the
clear and repeated witness of Scripture? "

2010TOURS
TM MYSTERY TOUR (October 15 · 23)
ISRAEL/PALESTINE (November 12 - 21)

2011 TOURS
THE AMAZON RAIN FOREST & THE GALAPAGOS

ISLANDS
(January 6 · 16)
JAMAICA • ITS PEOPLE, NATURAL BEAUTY & FRUITS
(January 28 · February 6)
CHURCHES & SAFARIS IN KENYA & TANZANIA
(February 7 • 18)

PANAMA CANAL CRUISE TOUR
(February 23 · Morch 5)

EXPLORE SOUTH AMERICA (Morch 20 · April 2)
MEDA IN MOROCCO (Morch 25 · April 5)
ISRAEL/PALESTINE WITH PASTOR JAMIE GERBER
(April 27 · Moy 6)

EXPLORE THE WORLD OF PAUL WITH
TOM YODER NEUFELD (Moy 4 • 20)
LEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLE RIVER CRUISE
(May 11 · 24)
ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 7 · 18)
ICELAND COUNTRY TOUR (June 14 · 23)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE WITH JOHN RUTH
(June 23 · July 6)
WILLIAM PENN, THE POETS & MORE...
{ENGLAND & SCOTLAND l (July 22 · August 4)
MENNONITE STORY IN POLAND (August 9-17)
VISIT UKRAINE WITH EDGAR STOESZ
(September 19 · 28)
A PILGRIMAGE TO PORTUGAL (September 20 · 30)
EXPERIENCE IRELAND WITH THE LEDERACHS
(September 22 · October 3)
FROM NAZARETH TO ROME (November l O· 22)
BEHIND THE VEIL-EXPERIENCING EGYPT WITH MEDA
(November 14 · 26)

2012 TOURS
AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND (February 3 · 23)
MEXICO & ITS COPPER CANYON (March 5 · 18)
FOLLOWING THE STEPS OF MOSES (April 16 · 27)
"Building bridges among Mennonites and other Christians and faiths around the world through custom-designed /ravel. "

G a ry J . Wake man

Edinburg, Va.

CALL 1-800-565-0451 FOR MORE INFORMATION ANO TO BOOK YOUR TOUR
E·MAIL:

ollice@lourmagination.com

9 Willow Street, Waterloo, ON N2J 1V6 Canada

WES:

Reg #50014322

www.tourrnoginalion.com
2308 Wood Srreet, Lancaster, PA 17603 USA

Kudo s
Kudos to Randy Miller fo r his (July/August
2010) editorial. It was creative, sensitive, and
got the point across. Well done !
Pat Roye r

Modesto, Ca lif.

Providing spiritual introspection
Randy Miller's editorial w ritings have been
stimulating, chall enging, provi ded spirit ual
introspection, and brought about affirming
"amens" within me. The July/August edito rial, "What would Huck do?" is a ch allen g ing
maste rpiece . Thanks! Vivid on my m emo ry
monitor is t he General Board's present ation
of t he human sex uality statement t o An n ual
Conference in 1983. At the time I was cha iring the board.
T hanks for being the int erim editor.
C u rtis W. Dubble
Lancaster, Pa.

Enforcing immigration laws
In reading your Ju ne 2010 article on the BVS
volunt eer who was detained for st aying past
his visa expiration date, the repo rt infers t hat
US Immigration and Customs Enfo rcemen t
is entire ly at fault. I was st ruck at the extensive info rmation provided con cerning the
efforts made after Florian Koch was

Passion and Purpose
ina Changing World
Romans 12:2

National Older Adult Conference

Save the date-

September 5-91 2011
Watch for more information
in the coming months!
_JL

www.brethren.org/NOAC
(800) 323-8039

7t:7

Church of the Brethren

NOAC is a Church of the Brethren Conference offering inspiration, renewal, and community for adults age 50 and older.
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detained, while very little information
described his actions before his arrest.
A few simple questions are absent
from this article: When was the visa
extension first requested? How long had
the young German been in this country
after the denial was issued? What part
did BVS play in assisting the young man
with his visa status before he was
detained? What procedures are in place
to ensure timely inquiries are requested
from the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services?
Stan Noffsinger said, in part, "This incident puts the onus on us." As the inviting
organization, BVS has a moral obligation
to assist overseas volunteers. However,
the onus truly has and always will be on
individuals who possess the authorization
to enter this country. They alone bear the
burden of inaction. Any person entering a
foreign country is clearly informed as to
how long he is authorized to stay; moreover, every country has the right to enforce
its own immigration laws.
As a volunteer organization, BVS has
no legal right to expect the government
to approve any extension if requests are

Mutual Aid Association's
Share Fund assists
congregations in their
sharing ministry by
providing funds for
individuals in crisis.
Help is available for those
suffering with:
• Fire or natural disasters
• Health expenses
• Disability
• Lostwages
• Burial expenses

not submitted in a timely matter. As
such, it has a responsibility to identify
those in need of extensions and process
the requests according to the rule of law;
waiting near the end of their visits is
unacceptable. No one should presume a
visa will be automatically approved.
Had BVS administrators been proactive
and ensured a timely submission of BVSer
Koch's request, this embarrassing situation
to the church and this country could have
been avoided. Instead, BVS and the
church's general secretary seem satisfied
to point fingers at those who've taken an
oath to enforce the laws of this land.
Steven D. Owen
Manassas, Va.

To risk everything
Mark Twain's American classic
"Huckleberry Finn," to which you
referred in your excellent July/August
editorial, ought to be required reading
for anyone who wants to approach the
old homosex ual debate with new and
refreshing insights suggested by your
clever title "What would Huck do?"

Networking with

Christian
transformational
leaders to develop
congregational
leadership and
vitality.

Diana Butler Bass

Alan Roxbrugh

Fred Bernhard

Mark Vincent

•

SHAREFUND,INC
MATCHING GRANT PROGRAM

A Mutual Aid Association Company
Celia Cook-Huffman

For more information call

800-255-1243
or visit our website at

MAABRETHREN.COM
© 9/9/ BMAA/ 1/3/ P
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For more information contact
Stan Dueck, Director, Transforming Practices
Congregational Life Ministries
sdueck@brethren.org
800.323.8039 or 717.335.3226
_JL
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Twain's interpretation of Christianity is
appropriately shocking. Huck is wrestling
mightily with the dilemma of whether he
should turn in his good friend Jim, an
escaped slave, to the sheriff because Jim
is, after all, the bought-and-paid-for property of a decent, law-abiding-God-fearing
citizen of the town. After some-but not a
lot-of conscience wrestling, Huck decides
not to have Jim sent back to his legitimate
owner, which means he will be breaking a
couple of laws, not the least of which is
Aunt Polly's Ultimate Law of Being Good,
that if Huck breaks will put him in danger
of going straight to hell. Huck finally says,
in one of the great lines of American literature: "All right, then, I'll go to hell," and
he tears up the paper notice of Jim's
escape and the reward for capturing him.
Love, in its purest form, is to risk
everything, including going to hell, for
the sake of other human beings. Twain
understood perfectly that the awful paradox for the Christian is to risk losing
one's soul in order to save it, which, if I'm
not mistaken, is exactly what Jesus did
24/7. The question we must all answer
when we stand before the hot throne of
God's grace is: Were we true to little
Hayley's belief that we accepted everyone, or did we love only ourselves?

A Dunker Guide to the Bible
Drawing from t he best and the brightest Church of the
Brethren biblica l teachers, this guide is the perfect tool
for building a basic understanding of t he Bible.
1651 ....... .. ....................$15.95

A Dunker Guide to Brethren History
A re lational approach to Breth ren history. This guide
offers a unique perspective into the lives of the people w ho shaped Church of the Brethren hist ory an d
teaches us t o be more attentive to ou r own story.
1652 . . . . . . .. .. . ... . . .. . .. .. ..... . $12.95
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Edward Huber

Ambler, Pa.

Th e elephant in the room
Randy Miller's editorial, "What would
Huck do?" in the July/August MESSENGER,
puts the spotlight on what was the "elephant in the room" at Annual
Conference in Pittsburgh. While I heard
many powerful stories about our work in
disaster relief in Haiti, new work in
North Korea, living peace church work in
the United States, I was also aware of
the disagreement about homosex uality. I
talked with some mothers who have gay
and lesbian children. I heard them say
how much they love their children and
do not consider them sinners because of
their sex ual orientation. I also talked
with persons who believe the only way
homosexual pe rsons can be accepted
into the church is for them to repent of
their sin of homosexuality. Can we heterosex ual persons truthfully say that
homosex uality is a sin that trumps any
and all of our sins and thus makes our
sisters and brothers who are homosexu-
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al unacceptable to God? Like that 14year-old girl, "I like that our church
accepts everyone"-! pray for the day
when we can say that about the Church
of the Brethren!

sexual, bisexual agenda such as the one
put forth by Randy Miller (What would
Huck do?) in the July/August issue. As one
who has struggled for many yea rs to lovingly accept those who choose to live a
sinful lifestyle, while having seen the
destruction this perversion has brought on
our local congregation, I find it a real
stretch to infer that by God's "grace" one
is created a homosexual or bisexual being.
By extension, using Mr. Miller's definition
of grace, .God has also created child
abusers, murders, and others who choose
to live in unrepentant sin and seek scrip-

Howard A. Miller
West minster, Md.

Cancelling our subscription
Please remove our names from your mailing list. We will not be renewing our subscription. I am tired of the less than subtle
attacks from the left concerning the homo-

tural justification for their actions.
Our church has historically championed social issues which are clearly
based upon scriptural principles, but to
imply that God's grace provides an
exception for certain sexual sins while
condemning others is a perversion of
the Gospel of our Lord. Let all who
wish to come have a seat at the Lord's
table and in contrite repentance allow
God to forgive them and bring change
to their lives.
Richard B. Hiler
Hummel stown, Penn.

CLASSIFIED ADS
0

A

2010 Adv.ent Devo.tional

fro1n Brethren Press
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Now ava1·1able in large pnn.

We at Brethren Press would like to thank all the
volunteers who helped us out at Annual
Conference. To all of you who helped, from unloading
the books to helping customers, to tearing it all down at
the end, we are grateful for and humbled by your generosity. Thanks to each and every one of the Brethren
Press bookstore volunteers.

Monduy, November 29, 2010

A PROMISE OF PEACE
REAl>ING:

b

)
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Isaiah 2: 1-5

Advent season does not beg.1.
e been, but a promise of how life\ n
od's prophet, is quite willing to tell ho .
gone for Israel. And he does. Read Isaia,
picture.
.dvent does not start with the same old, san
h a promise-a promise of the way God ir
, a glimpse: all the nations will stream to tr
house of God dwells. There they will be'
life. God will judge how they live to•
·ness. Nations will transform their,.
1 tools to feed the world's hun'

PRAYER:

Cruise with f ellow Brethren while visiting
Scan dinavia, Russia, etc. After a 4-day visit of Oslo
and Norway's magnificent fjord country, board Emerald
Princess for Baltic cruise, with stops in Copenhagen,
Stockholm, Helsinki, Petersburg (2 days), Tallinn
(Estonia), Warnemunde (Berlin). August 4-20, 2011. For
information please write to: J. Kenneth Kreider, 1300
Sh eaffer Road, Elizabethtown, PA 17022 or
kreiderk@etown.edu <mailto:kreiderk@etown .edu
A Christian Cruise. Join COB Pastor John and Pastor
Linda Stoner as they cruise Canada and New England
aboard the stunning liner Poesia. This adventure takes
place September 28 to October 8, 2011 and features bus
transportation from Western Pennsylvania. Travel arrangements from any gateway city are possible as well.
Departure is from New York City and includes Nova Scotia,
Prince Edward Island, Quebec and Rhode Island. Christian
messages, worship and fellowship ga_lore!! Contact: 814444-8800 or jnljaunts@floodcity.net for details.

Prince of Peace, your promise ,~fa peac(!abb.:.> kingdom

keeps us praying/or peace. Help us to imagine what //fe will be
like so 1-ve can live it as a peace-filled c011m1w1i(Y now. Amen

Pho:ne: 800-441-3712

WVl'W,breth.renpress.com
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Enjoy the sun, water and friends at Palms Estates.
Our community enjoys walking, worshiping, swimming,
fishing and or course eating together. An active adult community. Call about our rentals or purchases. We have a
warm Florida greeting for you. Palms Estates, Lorida Florida.
Contact email; palms@embarqmail.com; Webpage
www.plamsestates.com; Rich and Deb Appenzellar 863655-1909.

Order by Octo er 1
to re;ce1ye $pedal
pre-publication price

PASTORS NEEDED. Congregations in many of the
denomination's 23 districts are in need of strong,
trained Christian leaders who are dedicated to Church
of the Brethren beliefs and practices to serve as pastor.
The available placements are both full-time and parttime and include some associate/second staff positions. The congregations vary widely in size and program. A full listing of openings can be found at
www. brethren .org/co ngregatio na Iva ca ncies. Contact
the appropriate district executive or call the Ministry
office at 800-323-8039.

Please send information to be
included in Turning Points to
Jean Clements, 1451 Dundee
Ave, Elgin, IL 60120; 800323-8039 ext. 206;
jclements@brethren.org.
Information must be complete
in order to be published.
Information older than one
year cannot be published.

New Members
Ambler, Pa.: Brandon Grady
Annville, Pa.: Harold Smith,
Jr., Jennifer Smith, Rebecca
Paige Fair
Charlottesville, Va.: Kimi
Maupin, Troy Smith,
Suzanna Smith, Scotty
Taylor, Sonia Taylor, Glenn
Thomas, Leta Thomas
Clover Creek, Martinsburg,
Pa.: Candis Baker, Mark
Brumbaugh, Kristen Baran,
Bradlee Traxler, Debbie
Karns, Jim Corle, Lila Corle
Creekside, Elkhart, Ind.: Alex
Harney, Heather Otto,
Cindi Boehlke, Liza Keenoy
Dayton, Va.: Whitney Smith,
Jarret Smith, Andrew
Lough, Kristen Frazier,
Rosie Croushorn
Dixon, Ill.: Darlene Fox
Dupont, Ohio: Josiah
Ellerbrock, Ashley Bush,
Isaiah Good
Easton, Md.: Amelia Gunn,
Camryn Phillips
Elizabethtown, Pa.: Beth
DeGoede, Kurt DeGoede,
Lois Herr, Steven Hovan,
Richard Deichert, Betty
Ginder
First Central, Kansas City,
Kan.: Clarance Annett,
Stephen Klinedinst
Franklin Grove, Ill.: Clarence
Novak
Frederick, Md.: Aaron
Bowman, Barbara Briggs,
Frank Briggs, Jenny Burke,
Rob Burke, Kristen Cook,
Marie Cristofoletti, Cory
Crum, Debbie Crum, Karen
Crum, Gary Danley, Vicki
Danley, Kara Day, Marcie
Dorcus, Steve Dorcus,
Charles Farmer, J. Colby
Ferguson, Daryl Frelich, Naja
Frelich, Kathleen Hoffman,
David Hyden, Teresa Hyden,
Colleen Krehely, Ramona
Lewis, Timothy Lynch,
Douglas McClure, Leticia
McClure, Kim Meredith,
Anna Peterson, Kevin Pratt,
Mary Pratt, Amanda Quay,
David Quay, David Rogers,
Sandra Rogers, Craig Ruth,
Naomi Ruth, Jenny Shively,
Tim Shively, Dominic
Speranza, Susie Speranza,
Kevin Syes, Stephanie Wolf,
Jeanne Zeh, William Zeh
Goshen City, Goshen, ind. ,
Natja Suzanne Norton,
Nicholas Austin Ortiz,
Kayla Lynn Hendrix

Grossnickle, Myersville, Md.:
Gene Hagenberger, Jan
Hagenberger, Robert
Hanser, Traci Hanser, Robrt
Norris, Linda Norris, Hank
Kehlbede, Christy Kehlbede
Jackson Park, Jonesborough,
Tenn.: Mark Stidham, Susan
Stidham, Stewart Stidham,
Ralph Pack, Jane Pack
Lampeter, Pa.: Daryl Burkhart,
Kimberly Burkhart,
Nathanael Hedrick, Denis
Hildebrand, Elizabeth
Hildebrand, Darrell Kreider,
Tiffany Kreider, Marie
Roach, Laurie Shearer
Lancaster, Pa.: Frank Fox,
Wanda Fox
Manassas, Va.: Anna Carter,
Rose Cox, Christine Engelen,
Hannah Harper, jack
Maples, Debbie Page Maples,
Charles Raimondi, Nicholas
Raimondi, Meredyth Rankin,
Beverly Vogel
Marilla, Copemish, Mich.:
Robert Renick, Marsha
Renick, Marcia Wilbur
Mechanicsburg, Pa.: Linda
Dewalt, Krista Pletcher,
Christine Walter, Troy Walter
Middle Creek, Lititz, Pa.:
Charlotte Ranck, Richard
Ranck
Modesto, Calif.: Tina Luna,
Terhesa Gamboa, Lana
Royer, Kim Watson
Mountville, Pa.: Danica
Gabrielson, Abraham
Bachman, Vernon Stinebaugh, Angela Stinebaugh
Olympic View Community,
Seattle, Wash.: Aaron Woo,
Carmen Lau Woo, Tim
Bisterfeldt
Pleasant Hill, Ohio: Brian
Leingang, Laurie Grube,
Sabrina Carroll, Elizabeth
Carroll, Reva Bolin, Kenny
Bolin, Elizabeth Brents,
Marvin McDowell, Karen
McDowell
Pleasant Valley, Weyers Cave,
Va.: Amanda Wilson, Bo
Hammond, Angela
Hammond, Nicole Haskell,
Jonathan Brockman,
Melody Reynolds, Matt
Ruff, Holly Ruff, Steve
Spire, Stephanie Spire,
David Fifer, Anna Manikus,
Sean Smoker, Kara Smoker
Ridge, Shippensburg, Pa.:
Brenda Doyle, Fred Doyle,
Sue Harris, Sheldon Harris,
Donna Helm , Susan Hunt,
Maggie Charles, Luis
Charles, Cassie Rank, Brad
Rank, Brittany Rank,
Cheyenne Rank, Donna
Loy, James Loy, Amy Jo
Messn ick, Mark Messnick,
Louise Adams, Clarence
Adams, Vicki Stouffer,
Jessica Krall, Ashley Beltz
Roxbury, Johnstown, Pa.: Jill
Mullen, Derek Mullen
South Waterloo, Waterloo,
Iowa: Craig Strein, Sharon

Blough, Terri Strein, Terry
Esser, Ashlyn Kullen, Lynne
Kullen, Kevin Sittig
University Baptist & Brethren,
State College, Pa.: Irene
Mong, Ron Gebhardtsbauer,
Audrey Smith, Greg Wright,
Colby Woodring
West Richmond, Richmond,
Va.: Zack Keithly, Dani
Saunders
Whitestone, Tonasket, Wash.:
Andrew Newman
Woodbury, Pa.: Brad Diehl,
Dawn Love
Yellow Creek, Hopewell, Pa.:
Tom Watkins, Sidney
Patterson, 'Peyton Leidy,
Brenda Replogle, Dennis
Replogle, Valarie Feight,
Mary Brumbaugh, Bonnie
Strayer

Anniversaries
Altvater, Jacob and Shirley,
New Windsor, Md., 55
Bantz, Floyd and Alta,
Lancaster, Pa., 65
Blalock, Jim and Polly, New
Market, Md., 65
Bollinger, W. Lynn and Grace,
Elkhart, Ind., 60
Brock, Richard and Ruth ,
Hatfield, Pa., 50
Bussard, Francis and Viola,
Frederick, Md., 65
Clapper, Paul and Gladys,
Hollidaysburg, Pa., 71
Deal, Tom and Nancy,
Modesto, Calif., 50
Diehl, Richard and Connie,
Uniontown, Pa., 55
Ebling, Earl and Joann,
Bethel, Pa., 50
Erbaugh, Gene and Dorothy,
Westminster, Md., 65
Hartman, Ray and Christeen,
Roanoke, Va., 50
Hershey, Earle and Joanne,
Quarryville, Pa., 50
Hostetler, Jerry and Ida,
Somerset, Pa., 55
Hostetler, Norman and Irene,
Marshallville, Ohio, 60
Hubbard, Kenneth and Ruth,
Thurmont, Md., 50
Johnson, Mack and Jeanette,
Frederick, Md. , 50
Keeney, Nolan and Doris,
Bethel, Pa., 50
Keithly, Bob and Barbara,
Glen Allen, Va., SO
Kimmel , Glenn and Shirley,
Shelocta, Pa., 50
Kreider, Clair and Betty,
Lancaster, Pa., 65
Kreider, Russel and Mary,
Lancaster, Pa., 60
Long, Warren and Winnie,
Frederick, Md., 50
Lucernoni, Tony and Dotty,
Jefferson, Md., 50
Lutz, Ivan and Lois, Lititz,
Pa., 55
Mahan, Daniel and Pat,
Princess Anne, Md., 60
Mansfield, John and Shirley,
Continental, Ohio, 55
McCrory, Harold and Thelma,

Olathe, Kan., 71
Miller, Gene and Eloise, New
Lebanon, Ohio, 60
Nyce, Alfred and Betty Lou,
Lansdale, Pa ., 50
Parrish, Dick and Helen,
Continental, Ohio, 65
Progecene, Frank and Connie,
Frederick, Md. , 50
Robertson, Allen and Mary
Lou, Frederick, Md., 50
Rose, Vincent and Hattie,
Bassett, Va. , 70
Seiler, Gerald and Pauline,
Bethel, Pa., 50
Stem, Charles and Betty,
Westminster, Md., 55
Sweigart, Richard and Gloria,
Alaon, Pa., 55
Swords , Gene and Barbara,
Lancaster, Pa., 60
Veno, Francis and Lorraine,
Uniontown, Pa., 60
Warrenfeltz, Bernard and
Mary, Middletown, Md. , 50
Welch, Donald and Dorothea,
Somerset, Pa., 65
Wenger, Clyde and Shirley,
Strasburg, Pa., 55
Wolfe, Lavern and Donna,
Uniontown , Pa., 60
Woodall, Ron and Ann, Wirtz,
Va., 55
Zimmerman, David and
Naomi, Frederick, Md., 50

Deaths
Alley, Louise B., 76, Lovettsville, Va., Oct. 16, 2009
Anderson, Annabelle M., 79,
Frederick, Md. , July 29,
2009
Atwood, Marie Lucille, 90,
Sigourney, Iowa, June JS
Badger, Janet M., 66,
Quarryville, Pa., Feb. 4
Baer, Fern Louise, 85,
Somerset, Pa., April 19
Baker, Ruby, 80, Frederick,
Md., June 8, 2009
Bashore, Harold E., 77,
Bethel, Pa., March 31
Bechtel, Shirley A., 76,
Roaring Spring, Pa., May 20
Belcher, Geneva Scaggs, 82,
Troutville, Va., June 25
Bennett, Conway E., 88,
Myerstown, Pa., May 28
Bledsoe, Joseph W., 82,
Quarryville, Pa. , April 20
Bowman, M. Caroline
Wagner, 91 , Harrisonburg,
Va., June 23
Brown, Raymond, 71,
Mifflintown, Pa., May 3 I
Bryson , Rowena S., 86,
Lancaster, Pa., June 12
Cashour, F. Stewart, 89,
Frederick, Md., Sept. 13,
2009
Claar, A. Kathryn , 94, East
Freedom, Pa., June 12
Clawson, Florence, 87,
Youngwood, Pa., April 8
Crummett, Thelma Leona
Pugh, 88, Bridgewater, Va.,
May 16
Desmond, Leroy Addison, Jr. ,
85, State College, Pa., July 8

Ebling, Elsie M., 91, Ridgely,
Md., June 8
Eisenhart, Hap, 92, Frederick,
Md., Oct. 29, 2009
Elgin, Marjorie I. , 77,
Boonsboro, Md. , March 22
Erbaugh, Lowell, 86,
Trotwood, Ohio, May 26
Ferry, Thomas Richard, 86,
New Enterprise, Pa., May 30
Fessler, Bruce, 76, Pleasant
Hill, Ohio, June 26
Fessler, Tony L. , 56, Pleasant
Hill, Ohio, July 10
Folk, Florence, 83 , Frederick,
Md., Aug . 27, 2009
Foster, Frances A., 98, Eaton,
Ohio, May 29
Foster, Paul M., 63, Onekama,
Mich., May 13
Fox, Barry T., Jr. , 87, Easton,
Md. , June 2
Frey, fames 0., 80,
Boonsboro, Md., April 9
Garber, Roy H ., 90, Penn
Township, Pa., June 7
Garrison , William E., 83,
Hershey, Pa., June 3
Geib, Ruth S., 81, Manheim,
Pa., June 5
Gicking, Margaret R., 88,
Hollidaysburg, Pa., May 24
Gouchnour, Ell en Eulale, 88,
Johnstown, Pa., June 29
Grossnickle, Eleanor V, 89,
Boonsboro, Md. , Nov. 29
Guise, Carroll, 5 1, Ch icago,
Ill. , Oct. 15, 2009
Kenderdine, Henry S., Jr. , 63,
Elizabethtown, Pa., April 10
Kiracofe, Albert H., 92,
Gratis, Ohio, May 25
Kline, Elmer S., Jr., 59,
Bethel, Pa ., May 14
Orr, Josephine I., 81,
Elderton, Pa., July 9
Owen, Roy Raymond, 88,
Modesto, Calif., May 31
Parsley, Stacey A., 44,
Greensburg, Pa. , March 29
Patrick, Ray T., 85 , Mount
Aetna, Pa., June 17
Phelps, Arlene G., 88, Des
Moines, Iowa, May 27
Pickens, Debbi e S., 55,
Mechanicsburg, Pa., May 19
Poole, Eloise Eli zabeth, 86,
Mount Airy, Md., May 21
Ream, Margaret M. , 79,
Lebanon, Pa., May 25
Royer. Jean, 79, Lebanon, Pa.,
May 25
Russell, Reta M., 89,
Copemish, Mich. , May 13
Sausman, Sarah Frey, 84;
Thompsontown, Pa., May 29
Shenk, John M., 73 , Leola,
Pa., April 14
Shepley, Charles F., 71 ,
Friedens, Pa., May 19
Shively, David Greene, 89,
Mechanicsburg, Pa., May 19
Shumaker, Alah Mae, 85,
Keyser, W.Va. , May 19
Smith, Th elma E., 79,
Charlottesville, Va. , June 3
Snyder, Edna M., 93,
Myerstown, Pa., April 14
Trail, Rachel, 78, Walkersville,
Md. , Dec. 11
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How many bridges do we have?
-c
C
xcept for Venice (as in Italy, not California), no city
in the world has more bridges than Pittsburgh
-according to literature put out by city promoters there, anyway. Pittsburgh has 445 bridges. People there must really
want to connect with folks on the other side of their rivers.
From what I could see, looking across the Allegheny River
from a balcony at the David L.
Lawrence Convention Center in the
heart of Pittsburgh-where Annual
Conference was held this summerthere was just as much urban steel
and concrete on one side of that
expanse of water as there was on the
other. So the reasons for wanting to
get across were not readily apparent.
Perhaps there's a reason for a city
to have that many bridges that I'm
not aware of. Maybe Pittsburgh had a
surplus of prominent citizens who
needed things named after them and,
tired of statues, city officials opted for bridges. Maybe it was a
case of collective, long-term OCD (obsessive-compulsive disorder) by a planning commission with a bridge fixation.
Or maybe it's because they had a desperate need to connect with people, and they just didn't have enough guitars.
Maybe you've seen the PBS documentary Playing for
Change: Peace Through Music. The idea for it arose a few

As I listened to these young people sing, I thought about
what my son told me about his experience at National Youth
Conference this summer. Stumbling off the charter bus at
5:30 a.m., despite little sleep, he giddily tripped over his sentences, telling us one experience after another about how he
talked with people with different viewpoints, and how they
actually listened to one another. He talked about how youth
with rainbow scarves and those with prayer coverings discovered, in their small groups, that they were not simply
stereotypes of divergent viewpoints, but actual human
beings. They discovered, sitting in small clusters on the grass
at Colorado State University, that they were all pretty much
the same, that they were dealing with similar issues and that,
to their surprise, they actually liked each other. They talked to
each other not as stereotypes but as Tyler, Elli, John Michael,
Robby, Allison and Terry. They laughed and wept together.
Listening to him, I realized they had managed to build a few
bridges-bridges that may begin to span the chasms of animosity and hatred fomented by the staunch defense of certain
doctrines and dogmas held by their elders. And that, just as
Jesus did when confronting the scribes and pharisees in his
day, they may see beyond the shortsightedness of their elders
and begin to build bridges of love and understanding for their
newfound brothers and sisters.
The cynical side of me says it'll never happen. They'll go
back to their home congregations, stuff their NYC pillows in
their closets, and that will be that. The idealism and hope

THEY DISCOVERED, SITTING IN SMALL CLUSTERS ON THE GRASS AT
COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY, THAT THEY WERE ALL PRETTY MUCH THE
SAME, THAT THEY WERE DEALING WITH SIMILAR ISSUES AND THAT, TO THEIR
SURPRISE, THEY ACTUALLY LIKED EACH OTHER.
years ago when a small group of filmmakers decided to
make a documentary about street musicians from around
the world. Thanks to modern technology, it has grown from
there. Musicians with guitars, djembes, and ouds actually
play the same songs simultaneously from South Africa,
Israel, Ireland, other countries. Music is the bridge connecting people not just across vast geographical distances, but
also across cultural and social divides.
In August 1998, a bomb killed several people in a small community in Northern Ireland. In an effort to bring about healing
there, Daryl Simpson, a local music student, helped put together the Omagh Community Youth Choir, composed of Catholic
and Protestant youth. In this documentary, they sing-in haunting harmony-Bono's song "Love Rescue Me," about how love
brings people together. Listening to their soaring, hopeful voices, you realize it's not just some happy, sentimental metaphor.

generated during those few days in the fresh mountain air of
Colorado will be quashed by the smothering realities of life
back home. Elli and John Michael and Robby will forget Tyler
and Allison and Terry. And the divisions built by years of
ardent adherence to various tenets will be erected once again.
On the other hand ...
Maybe these young people will become obsessive-compulsive bridge-builders in the best sense. Maybe they will begin
to build bridges because . .. they can! Because it's fun!
Because it brings them together with other youth--=-youth
from Pennsylvania, Virginia, Ohio, Illinois, and (hold on)
California!
Pittsburgh has 445 bridges. How many do we have? Maybe
not that many. But if we listen to our youth, we may hear the
sounds of hammering and building already in progress. Let's
not stand in their way.-Ed. ~

COMING IN OCTOBER: Special coverage of the 2010 National Youth Conference, Bible study on wisdom,
writing as ministry, media review, reflections, and more.
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Mark your calendar now!
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