BRETHREN ON THE 4TH OF JULY 13

CELEBRATING DAN WEST 16

JOB ENCOUNTERS GOD 18

Taking

Jesus

seriously ...
for SOyears
The Emergency Disaster Fund enables
Church of the Brethren Disaster Ministries to
respond to disasters and crises around the world.
• Rebuilding damaged homes
• Meeting children's needs
• Supplying emergency shipments
• Partnering in faith-based relief efforts
Your gift will help us continue
our vital work serving disaster
survivors in Jesus' name.

& iRETHREN
~
saster Ministries
Photo credits top down: Zach Wolgemuth, Sheila Scott,
ACT International, Cheryl Brumbaugh Cayford

Send your gift to: Emergency Disaster Fund
Church of the Brethren, 1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60 120
800-451-4407 G ive online! www.brethren .org/disaster

JULY/AUGUST 2010

« _ •.

publish with the voice

VOL.159

NO. 6

WWW.BRETHREN.ORG

of thanksgiving and tell of all thy wondrous works1 (Psa. 26: 7b KJV) .
1

1

Interim Editor: Randy Miller Publisher: Wendy McFadden News: Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford Subscriptions: Diane Stroyeck Design: The Concept Mill

9

DEPARTMENTS

What would Jesus do-or would he?

2
3
6
7

Helping those in need is admirable. When disaster strikes-be it in Haiti, Chile, or flood-ravaged Tennessee-those with means often give generously. But do our gifts always help? Do
they sometimes do more harm than good? New Community Project director David Radcliff
examines our well-meaning but sometimes misguided attempts to be helpful.
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Being Brethren on the 4th of July
The Church of the Brethren was born out of a classic struggle between church and state.
Since those early days along Germany's Eder River in 1708, it seems the line separating the
two has become blurred, if not erased altogether. Do we still, as Jesus instructed in Matthew
22, render unto Caesar what is Caesar's, and unto God what is God's?
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Honoring Cowboy Dan'
Seagoing cowboys and others who were inspired by Dan West's call to give gifts that keep
on giving gathered in May at Manchester College to honor Heifer lnternational's founder. A
special ceremony marked the opening of a permanent exhibit in Funderburg Library on the
campus where West began the nation's first peace studies program.
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Job's encounter with God
Job is one of the more perplexing books of the Bible. Why would God not only allow, but
cause, suffering? However, as Bob Neff points out in this examination of the book, "Life is
not devoid of danger and tragedy; but even in these circumstances God's creative presence
moves to restore life and bring about reconciliation ."
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It makes sense that many conferencegoers also happen to be subscribers, since

both groups are people interested in being connected to the broader church. For the
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most part, those who commit time and money to such connections care about what
other Brethren think. Even if they disagree, they care about
the fact that they disagree.
One section of the magazine that readers say they turn
to right away is Letters. It's a good guess that those who
relish this section are people willing to listen, who are interested in considering thoughts different from their own.
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versation too.
Letters are most likely to be chosen for publication if they speak directly to content
that appeared in the magazine. Brief is best. Words of challenge should be respectful
and written in a spirit of Christian love. Send your mail to messenger@brethren.org
or 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120.
Why care about being connected to each other? Because Jesus told us to: "Just as I
have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another" (John 13:34).
Jesus must have really meant this; he called it a commandment. That means we
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CONGREGATION CLOSE-UP

A potluck of possibilities
Illinois event offers blend of worship, learning, food
Illinois/Wisconsin held its first district potluck on May 1 at Peoria (Ill.) First Church of
the Brethren, with nearly 100 people in attendance. The event was sponsored by the
district deacons for the purpose of bringing the district together for a day of learning,
fellowship and worship.
In grand Brethren style, plenty of food was available at a carry-in meal for all to
enjoy. In addition, a potluck of workshops on the topics of music and worship, congregational conflict management, intercultural ministry, and computer usage, safety, and
security were presented
during the event, along
with several opportunities
for corporate worship.
Workshop presenters
were Jonathan Shively,
Ruben Deoleo, Orlando
Redekopp, Donna Kline,
Bill Williams, Kevin
Stachnik, and Dana
McNeil. Many valuable
insights were shared, giving participants the
opportunity to carry helpRuben Deoleo, director of lntercultural Ministries for the
ful information back to
Church of the Brethren, leads a session at an Illinois/Wisconsin
District "potluck" event.
their respective congregations.
Anna Lee Hisey Pierson, district leadership team chair, led the opening worship
experience by reflecting on forgiveness and servanthood. She integrated the singing
of hymns into moments of preaching, effectively sharing an inspirational message.
Jonathan Shively, executive director of Congregational Life Ministries for the Church
of the Brethren, led a midday worship service that used his musical talents to draw
worshipers into a deeper connection with God. The choir from the Polo (Ill.) congregation opened the afternoon worship time with a variety of musical selections. This time
of worship was concluded with remarks from district executive Kevin Kessler.
A relaxed atmosphere allowed attendees a few hours of release from the stresses of
their busy lives. Many in attendance expressed that they experienced the presence of
the Holy Spirit moving in their midst.
"It exceeded all of my expectations," Kessler said about the event. "Attendance was
triple what I expected. The potluck meal was wonderful, workshops were excellent,
and worship brought it all together. This event is evidence that our district is capable
of coming together for the glory of God to do significant things."
In his closing remarks Kessler added, "Let's not leave here today thinking we can't.
Let's leave here today knowing we can!"

District held its women's camp on the
theme "This Game Called Life-Are you
Winning?" June 7-8 at Camp Eder,
Fairfield, Pa .... York (Pa.) First Church of
the Brethren was honored June 13 by
Church World Service as a "millennium
club" member for total donations of more
than $100,000 .... The 37th annual Brethren
Bible Institute, sponsored by Brethren
Revival Fellowship, takes place July 19-23
at Elizabethtown (Pa.) College.

~

Southeast The Shenandoah District
Disaster Ministries Auction in Harrisonburg, Va., this spring raised an estimated
$190,000. About 1,300 tickets were sold
for an oyster/ ham dinner... . World Hunger
Auction events in Virlina District began in
mid-April and run through the auction on
Aug. 14 in Rocky Mount, Va .... A "Practice
of Ministry Day" led by district and
denominational staff was held June 5 in
Staunton, Va., to provide training for area
pastors and ministry students.

Midwest New Carlisle (Ohio) Church of
the Brethren offered a Leadership
Academy event on "Missional
Evangelism: Being and Making Disciples"
May 14-16, led by Dick Shreckhise .... A
farewell open house and program for
departing Southern Ohio District executive Mark Flory-Steury was held June 27
at Eaton Church of the Brethren .... Camp
Mack (Milford, Ind.) will hold an "AllChurch Camp Out" Sept. 10-12.
Ozarks/Plains Panther Creek Church of
the Brethren (Adel, Iowa) on April 25
offered a handbell choir 25th anniversary
dinner and concert titled "Handbells and
Harmony." ... The Northern Plains District
board assisted in rebuilding flood-damaged homes in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, during its meeting April 30-May 1.... Western
Plains has been doing presentations on a
proposed revised district structure at
locations around the district this spring .

West Camp Myrtlewood (Myrtle Poi~t,

.....lllllllvoUSAIDIT
~ A l l of us in this
faith family called the
Church of the Brethren
must journey away from
spiritual isolation and
towards each other."
-Church of the Brethren Youth/Young Adult Ministry director Becky
Ullom, writing in the spring 2010 " Bridge" young adu lt newsletter

BVTHENUMBERS

100
Approximate number of people who gathered
for this year's Church of the Brethren
lntercultural Consultation and Celebration at
Camp Harmony in Pennsylvania.

Ore.) raffled off a full cord of cured Douglas
fir firewood as a fundraiser this spring.
Proceeds went toward paying for 34 acres
of land the camp purchased last year as
part of its environmental stewardship program .... Chuck Boyer, former Annual
Conference moderator and Brethren
Volunteer Service director, was featured on
the "Brethren Voices" community television program of Portland, Ore., in June.
Boyer lives in La Verne, Calif.... Ray and
Beverly Ax have begun as new camp managers for Camp Wilbur Stover in Idaho.
Messenger July/August 2010
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the community on the new building,
and also led crafts and games at a
Vacation Bible School.
St. Louis du Nord is a day's drive
north of Port-au -Prince and was not
affected by the January earthquake.
Along with disaster response and crisis intervention, however, there also is
a need for long-term mission in Haiti .
One way the Church of the Brethren is
attempting to do this is through support of education.
Although there are some public
schools in Haiti, 90 percent of primary
schools are private. Even in public
schools, the cost of fees, uniforms, and
books is too expensive for the families
of many Haitian children. New Covenant
School was founded to give neighborhood children the opportunity of a basic
education. The school also holds
Christian education classes on Sundays.

Beanie Babies ride along for
June young adult workcamp

decision to attend the workcamp. A
total of about 500 toys were donated to
the effort, but Royer could fit only half
in the two suitcases she was allowed
to check for free on the airplane. She
planned to donate the other half of the
toys she received to another project.
New Covenant School is currently
housed in a rented property but is in
the process of constructing a new
school building. Workcamp partici pants worked alongside members of

Pastor's v ision diminishes,
but drive for ministry doesn't

Don Flint, long-term interim pastor at
When Kati e Royer departed for Haiti in
Flint (Mich.) Church of the Brethren
early June, 250 Beanie Babies went
says his vision is almost gone, but he
along for the ride. She filled two large
continues to complete some writing
suitcases with the stuffed animal toys
in order to give one to each of 200and to minister.
Flint, who grew up in Idaho, has
plus children at the New Covenant
written seven books. His wife, Nancy,
School in St. Louis du Nord .
Royer was one of 19 young adults
assists with proofreading. He says a
from across the United States and two
book he is currently finishing up will
be his last, using acrostics
young adults from Eglise
des Freres Haitiens (Haitian
to present messages
Church of the Brethren) in
about God and the
Port-au-Prince who was
gospel.
part of the week-long
His career has included
young adult workcamp,
service with both
June 1-8. A student at
American Baptist
Arcadia University in
Churches USA and the
Pennsylvania, Royer has
Church of the Brethren as
been back home in Elgin,
a pastor and chaplain,
Ill., for the summer.
about 20 years as a men tal health worker, two
Jeanne Davies, who
coordinates the Church of
years as a conscientious
the Brethren Workcamp
objector, and numerous
Ministry, accompanied the
volunteer positions.
group. The workcamp was
"I pray my vision will
directed by Michaela and
hold on," Flint says. "I
llexene Alphonse, Church
have a document from my
of the Brethren members
eye doctor declaring me
legally blind .... But I confrom Florida who founded
Katie Royer, right, and workcamp coordinator Jeanne Davies stand with
New Covenant School.
tinue to preach and write
just a few of the 250 Beanie Babies that Royer planned to take along with
Family and friends helped her to the first Church of the Brethren workcamp of the summer. She is
because I want to say a
good word for Jesus."
Royer collect the Beanie
one of 21 young adults who registered to work for a week in June at a
school in the north of Haiti.
Babies after she made the
Messenger July/August 2010

LANDMARKS & LAURELS
• Clyde Carter, a member of Daleville (Va.) Church of the Brethren, was
named Good Samaritan for 2010 by the Civilian Club of Botetourt, according to
"The Botetourt View" section of The Roanoke (Va.) Times. He was nominated
by his pastor, Mary Cline Detrick, who cited his work with an area resource
center and an African American cemetery, his participation in a monthly silent
prayer vigil, and his service on the Bridgewater (Va.) College board of trustees .
• Robin Bechtel, a senior Animal Sciences major at Penn State University
and a member of Clover Creek Church of the Brethren (, Pa.) helped spark
Penn State's Agricultural Student Council to raise $5,000 to sponsor a "Gift
Ark" for Heifer International.
• Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.) junior Nicholas Sepulveda received a
Fulbright·Fellowship to join an archaeological research team in Iceland.
Sepulveda, from Green Bay, Wis., is studying anthropology and biology at
Juniata . Manchester College (North Manchester, Ind .) senior Nicole
Hammond of Mishawaka, Ind., also received a Fulbright scholarship this year.
She will be teaching English in Indonesia. She is Manchester's 26th Fulbright
recipient.
• Erwin (Tenn.) First Church of the Brethren dedicated its new meeting
house on June 13. The building replaces one that was destroyed by fire last
year. It was constructed with no debt thanks to generous donations.
• Boones Chapel (Snow Creek) Church of the Brethren near Penhook,
Va., celebrates its 100th anniversary on July 18 with worship and a fellowship
meal. Mount Bethel Church of the Brethren (Eagle Rock, Va.) marks its
125th anniversary on Aug . 29.
• McPherson (Kan.) Church of the Brethren is celebrating its 125th
anniversary in August with a variety of events. A history of the church is being
published for the first time since the 1920s.

Pacific Southwest works at
constructing 'side doors'
Pacific Southwest District recently sent out a
report on on a two-year ministry enrichment
project called "Building Side Doors."
The project began this spring with four orientation seminars. A total of 89 people
attended from the 14 congregations that
voted to participate. Participants received
instruction and "a wealth of 'building tools'
as they anticipated the construction of "side
doors" into their congregations (in the form
of new outreach ministry initiatives),"
according to the district newsletter.
Translation of materials has begun for the
Spanish-speaking churches involved.
"Glendora Church got a jump start on one
new side-door-a community garden," the
newsletter said. "According to Rev. Mike
Martin, there have already been inquiries
from people in the community on how they
can get involved."
The project is expected to continue
through at least 2012.

Photo by Flatchei Fm,ar

Join Dennis and Van Metzger on a guided excursion through
north-central Vietnam and visit the comprehensive health,
education and sanitation programs of Church World Service.

March &-20, 2011
$3,000 • For more information inq uire at
m ission @brethren.o rg o r 800-323-8039x230

Global Mission Partnerships
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Bridging the gaps
M

uch of my time as moderator this past year has
been devoted to assisting the development of
the Special Response Process initiated by Annual
Conference delegates in San Diego last summer. It was
important that this initiative begin
well in order for the denomination
to have the greatest probability of
having good conversations and dialogue to assist us in working on the
two items of business included in
the Special Response Process.
That said, I am not convinced
that this particular conversation is
the most important one for us to be
having as a denomination. Do not
get me wrong-it is an important
conversation to be had, certainly in
the context of current social issues.
As a denomination, we have prepared ourselves for these
difficult social conversations as best we can. That is a testament to our understanding that relationships were incredibly
important to Jesus, and we have tried to reflect that in our
emphasis on being in community.
However, we have not prepared ourselves for a conversation about cross-generational differences.
As I watch my children, aged 8, 5, and 3, interact with
technology that seems ultra-futuristic to me, I often ponder
the perspective of my grandfather, who turned 100 years old
in March . What changes he has seen in his lifetime: from

wood stoves and ice boxes to microwave ovens and refrigerators that make ice; from horse and buggy to super-sonic
jets; from home remedies to full body CT scans; from the
telegraph (amazing enough in its day) to telephones, computers, the Internet, cell phones, and now the Internet on cell
phones! I am in awe of the monumental changes experienced in the period of my grandfather's lifetime.
It is not just the number of changes that have occurred,
but the pace at which they have occurred that is most staggering. It is not uncommon to hear about the latest gadget
that, weeks later, is made obsolete by some new advance in
Messenger July/August 2010

technology. How can humans keep up? Can we keep up? Is
the pace of this change at some point dehumanizing? What
does this rapid change do to our human psyche? It must
affect our spiritual perspective. As society professes more
and more reliance on it s iPhone (or insert your brand of
smartphone here), there is a parallel expression of less
reliance on anything spiritual. Coincidence?
Within a generationally diverse congregation, at any given
t ime there may be four different sets of generations. Some
social scientists are making the case that because of the pace
of societal change there are likely five distinct generations
now, perhaps more. During a time when the pace of sociological and technological change was more constant, these generations had time to have conversation about how the
changes going on around them might affect the way in which
they participated in community life. The conversation about
the role of music in congregations in the late 1800s and early
1900s took several decades. The pace of change now is so
rapid that any conversation that required that amount of time
is likely obsolete before it has any chance of succeeding.
So how do today's generations, who have such differing
experiences related to the pace of change, even begin to talk
to one another about those experiences? Can they possibly
relate? Given this pace of change, it is not difficult to see why
cross-generational conversations might be difficult or nonexistent. That presents a significant challenge for the church as
it seeks to be the body of Christ for today, and th e future.
My experience in leading workshops throughout the
denomination about cross-generational differences is that,
once talking, different generations often
find they
have more
in common
than they
may have
imagined.
The difference is usually that the ways in which important
values are lived out may be different, but the core values
themselves are unchanged. It is in that realization that we
might discover our common way forward. But this is not
automatic; we must still enter into the conversation .
Ultimately, the question is not whether the church will
respond to those monumental social changes around us, but
how we will respond-and upon which core principles that
response will be based. ll!
Shawn Flory Rep logle is pastor and youth coordi nator at the First Chu rc h of the
Brethren in McPherson, Kan., and this year's Annual Conference moderator.

OUOTEWORTHY

''Sin isn't
al\Nays direct
antagonism;
sometimes it's
just lNillful
obliviousness.''
-Jeremy Ashworth, pastor of Covington (Wash.) Community Church
of the Brethren, writing on the theme "Come, Lord Jesus!" for

the Brethren Press 201 0 bulletin series (May 16, 2010)

"Trying to prove or disprove the existence of
God no longer appeals to students; they
would rather experience God."
-Dwight E. Roth and Donald Clymer, writing in The Mennonite
about shifts that have observed in young adults in regards to faith

"The polarization that is affecting the church
concerning the issue of forms, rites, and
ceremonies is sinful and hinders the
proclamation of the gospel."

CULTUREVIEW
• A 10-member World Council
of Churches (WCC) "Living
Letters" team traveled to
Nigeria in May, appealing to the
country's religious leaders to
encourage people of different
ethnic and faith groups to work
for peace and harmony in violence-affected communities.The
team's stops included a mass
grave at Dogonahawa, near Jos,
where more than 300 local residents were buried after an outbreak of violence in March.
• The Seventh-Day Adventist
Church has produced a television special titled "The
Conscientious Objector,"
focusing on the true story of
Army Medic Desmond T. Doss,
who refused to carry a weapon
during World War II. Presented
by the National Council of
Churches, it was expected to air
on many local NBC stations
beginning June 13.

• The "World Week for
Peace in Palestine and
Israel" began May 31, just as
an Israeli military operation led
to at least 10 deaths on a
humanitarian aid flotilla
attempting to break a blockade
of Gaza. The World Council of
Churches (WCC) condemned the
attack, which occurred in international waters.
• A ceremony on May 14
capped a blitz build disaster
relief project in Cedar
Rapids, Iowa, where nearly 400
volunteers (including some
Brethren) from across the US
worked to repair 14 flood-damaged homes in and around the
city over a six-week period.
Volunteers worked a combined 9,000-plus hours
in the "Neighborhood:
Cedar Rapids" project. (Church World
Service)

-from the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod's "Theses on Worship"
approved by the denomination's Council of Presidents to address
disagreements over worship styles

"When we are doing the acts of justice, the
acts of peace, and the acts of feeding the
hungry we are doing the acts that magnify
God, because these acts magnify the dignity
of each human being."

JUST FOR FUN: WORD FIND
GAVEL TO GAVEL The Church of the Brethren Annual Conference takes
place July 3-7 in Pittsburgh, Pa. In this month's puzzle, look for the 12
Conference-related words listed below. The words can be forward or
backward, horizontal, vertical, or diagonal.

MODERATOR
MOTION
AMENDMENT
DELEGATE

-the Rev. Dr. Olav Fykse Tveit, general secretary of the World Council
of Churches, speaking in a sermon about the format of the new ACT
Alliance humanitarian aid organization (WCC News)

"We're supposed to be healers of the divide.
When the divide infects us, we're in trouble ."
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-Sojourners president/CEO Jim Wallis, speaking at the 2010
Associated Church Press convention in Washington, D.C., about

E

y

divisions in the church and society

T

"There is no corner of the world where the
mission of the church is complete."
-the Rev. Dr. Geoff Tunnicliffe, international director of the World
Evangelical Alliance, speaking at the Edinburgh 2010 missions
conference (WCC News)

"I think that was his biggest enjoymenthelping people bring out their own ideas."
-Jan West Schrock, daughter of 20th century Brethren leader Dan West,
talking about her father's work and ministry. She was speaking at
Manchester College during a dedication of an exhibit on West's life.
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NEW COMMITMENT

TOHISTORIC VALUES
We have a new name but our commitment to
Church of the Brethren values remains the same.

MUTUAL AID AGENCY
A Mutual Aid Association Company

These institutions share a common heritage with
the Church of the Brethren. Diverse in location,
size, and offerings within their academic and
extra-curricular programs, each offers a world of
educational value and opportunity to its students.

To find out more about the exciting direction in which these institutions can lead,
visit the websites listed below.

Bridgewater College

University of La Verne

Bridgewater, Virginia
www.bridgewater.edu

La Verne, California
www.laverne.edu

Elizabethtown College

Manchester College

Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania
www.etown.edu

North Manchester, Indiana
www.manchester.edu

Juniata College

McPherson College

Huntingdon, Pennsylvania
www.juniata.edu

McPherson, Kansas
www.mcpherson.edu

Bethany Theological
Seminary
Richmond, Indiana
www.bethanyseminary.edu

Brethren Colleges Abroad
Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania
www.bcaabroad.org

There is an international fellowship
emerging
of like-minded people
committed to Jesus' way
of simplicity and peace,
wanting to be together,
wanting to be Brethren.

Your donation supports
• domestic church plants
• church planting efforts overseas
• translation of Church of the Brethren resources

n (P}-\

Emerging Global
Mission Fund
www.brethren.org/egmf
(800)323-8039 x230
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What \Nould
or \Nould he?
story and photos by David Radcliff

T

here was a local restaurant I used to frequent
for the occasional lunch meeting. I typically ordered
the same soup and sandwich combo-with hash browns
nstead of fries, iced tea, and-oh, do you have whole
wheat rolls? (They usually didn't, but it can't hurt to ask.) The
servers even got to the point that they could anticipate what
I'd be getting. Until one day ...
On that fateful day, a waitress who knew me showed up
with my iced tea-ringed with lemon slices. "You like it with lots
of lemon, right? Here you go." It was very thoughtful of her to
remember to bring all those lemon wedges-except she had me
mistaken for someone else. However, rather than point out the
error, I graciously accepted this gift-what could it hurt? (Being

from the South, I've inherited a reluctance to be very direct with
people.) Then she did it again the next time I came in. And the
time after that. And other servers got the word that this is the
way I liked my tea, so even when she wasn't doing it, they were.
It was all a little embarrassing, and I'd find myself explaining the situation to my lunch partner-once the server was
out of earshot.
This reminds me a little bit of the predicament of our global
neighbors as they are on the receiving end of well-meaning but
often misguided attempts by their wealthy neighbors to "help"
them. Like me with all those lemon
slices, they often find themselves accepting delivery of things they may not have

Transformation
While we hope to show
support for the communities we visit on our
Learning Tours, a primary
goal is our own transfor_mation. How does that
happen? By learning about
the lives of our neighbors,
building relationships with
them, and seeing the links
between our world and
theirs. After hearing the
story of Fatima, a
Salvadoran single mother
shown here supplementing
her meager coffee-picking
income with collecting leaf
titter to sell, a young member of our delegation made
changes in her own life
after her return homechanges that have in turn
influenced her family and
church community.
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had in mind, finding it difficult if not impossible to
say "no" to well-intentioned but misguided assistance. For the donors' part, patterns develop and
spread to other aid-givers, so that a "plan"
emerges for what we believe our neighbors really
need. This in turn can lead to awkwardness, feel ings of being disregarded or misunderstood, and
of course to a waste of resources-not too bad
measured in lemon wedges, but tragic when
gauged by lost opportunities or lost lives.
Seeking the well-being cit our neighbors,
whether in the neighborhood or the globalhood,
is not as simple as it seems. Take donating used
clothing. For many folks, this is a tangible way
to express their concern for their less fortunate
neighbors. And since clothing is something
many in our world are short on, and since it's
one thing we've got plenty of (the average US
consumer purchases 48 clothing items per year),
it only makes sense to share .. . right?
Maybe, maybe not. If this kind of sharing is
coupled with genuine efforts to address the
causes of people needing clothes, then maybe
so. For instance, if we read the Oxfam US report
telling us that while the cotton-producing West
African country of Burkino Faso receives $10
million in annual foreign aid from the United
States, it loses $13.7 million in export earnings
thanks to $4 billion paid as subsidies to US cotton farmers, and we're speaking up about that;
or if we have raised deep questions about why
anyone in the United States needs four dozen
new pieces of clothing a year costing hundreds
of dollars when so many people are too poor to
be clothed; or if we're aware that much of the

clothing we donate is sold to wholesalers who
sell it to African vendors by the bale, which in
turn undermines the textile industry and culture
in many countries (and has led several governments to ban imported used clothing), then it
may be acceptable to donate some of our
excess.
On the other hand, if emptying our closets of
last year's fashions makes us feel like we've
done our part for our impoverished neighbors,
then it's actually a harmful practice, since it lets
us avoid the deeper issues of poverty and justice and perhaps our own complicity in a world
of stark economic extremes.
Even large aid groups and governmental
agencies with lots of expertise to lend and money
to spend regularly not only get it wrong, but can
do more harm than good. An example of the former: by some estimates, fewer than half the
water projects implemented by outside groups in
water-deprived communities in the Poor World
are still functioning a few years later. These are
often quite expensive (it can cost $10,000 $15,000 to drill a well), but neither the good intentions of the agency nor the considerable cost can
guarantee that the well won't soon run dry. The
culprits? Often lack of involvement (and ownership) of the community in the planning process
and/or lack of knowledge to make repairs and
even modest funds to buy spare parts.
When it comes to doing harm-or coming
up far short of the good that could be done-our
own government often sees foreign assistance
more as an effort to help the US economy than
as a genuine attempt to improve the lives of our
neighbors. As Roger Thu row and Scott Kilman
note in their book Enough: a) US aid cannot
support agricultural development in poor countries when the crops grown would compete with
our own farm products; b) US food aid (which
by law must be bought from US farmers, not
from less expensive producers in the affected
region) often undermines farmers in the region
where it is being shipped, as it floods local markets and drives down prices; and c) the influx of
relief aid fosters a culture of depend_ency, sapping local initiative to the point that, for
instance, Ethiopians habituated to receiving US
assistance are often more concerned that it rain
in Iowa than in their own country.
Of course, we might not expect more noble
attitudes and actions from governments, as their
bottom line is ensuring the prosperity of those
who elected them-or contributed to their campaign fund. As Christians, we'd like to think we
have a different set of motives for and means of
empowering our fellow children of God. It's not
always that clear that we do. Indeed, the hurdles

are many if we hope to
model the self-giving
love of our Lord for
those around us. Let's
look at some of Jesus'
teachings on the matter,
comparing these to
what we do and why
we do it.

It wasn't so much what our Lord did, but how he
did it: respectfully, relationally, ready to challenge the
underlying assumptions of society in the quest to bring
dignity, opportunity, and justice to our world.

"What do you want me to do for you?"
(Luke 18:35-43} Who sets the agenda for our
interaction with our poor neighbors? Jesus was
apt at letting the needs of the other determine
his response. In contrast, aid groups of all kinds,
including church-based, often think they know
best when it comes to determining what is
needed in a particular situation.
Examples from the field are legion: the
church group that insisted its aid go to a particular Sudanese community, even though the partner agency there warned that it would be like
"pouring money down a rat hole." The partner
did as they were "told" by the ones with the
money; their prediction came true . Or the fancy
composting toilets installed by an outside group
in a Guatemalan village without community
input; a few months later, they had been turned
into (very expensive) chicken coops.
Allowing our neighbors to help set the agenda for our relationship can be as simple as
reversing roles in a conversation. Our Learning
Tour to Ecuador this past May met lmbaya
women from the sierra who had recently begun
a cooperative to market local organic produce
directly to consumers. As this was an unfamiliar
group, I was full of questions about their enterprise. I also told them about the interest of our
organization in women's empowerment.

However, asking all the questions allows one
to control the conversation. Inviting theirs brings
certain risks-they may ask things that make us
uncomfortable. In this case, when I asked if they
had questions for us, the leader of the group
was direct: "Is it possible that you would assist
us?" It was an awkward moment, but a situation
we must be ready to face if we want to share
the power in a relationship.
"I have food to eat of which you do not
know" (John 4:32}. If we are the ones doing
all the giving in a relationship, we may miss
what others may give to us in return. When the
disciples returned to Jacob's well from their
lunch run to find Jesus talking to the Samaritan
woman, he inferred that he had received nourishment of a different kind in his engaging con versation with this woman.
Emmanuel Baptist Church in San Salvador,
El Salvador, is a long-time partner of the Church
of the Brethren, facilitating grants for development projects and hosting Brethren delegations
in poor communities. Pastor Miguel Tomas
Castro has a comment and a question for US
visitors to his country: "We appreciate all that
you are doing for us; we are very poor materially and this assistance is important for us. So,
thank you. Now as you come to visit, I want you
to think about what you will receive from us."
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"'... she has put in everything she has"' (Mark
12:44}. No aid group in its right mind would suggest
that potential donors give to the point of impacting their
own comfort-much less surrender all they have. Even
in the church the tithe is seen as the gold standard for
our giving, striven for if not regularly achieved. To suggest giving beyond this invites comparison to cults. Yet
the story of the poor widow raises the uncomfortable
question of how we determine the extent of our generosity. Is our goal in giving to share or to sacrifice? To
give a portion or to give with passion? To lift our neighbors up a bit or to level the playing field?
In his book Confessions of an Eco-Sinner, Fred
Pearce tells of accompanying a representative of a fair
trade company to a meeting with members of a fair
trade coffee cooperative in Tanzania. After pleasantries
were exchanged, the leader of the group pointedly
inquired about the retail price of the coffee these stillquite-poor farmers grew, picked, dried and roasted.
When it turned out to be about 12 times per pound
what the farmers were paid, the rep had a lot of
explaining to do. Certainly the farmers received a more
stable and typically higher price than other non-fair
trade producers, but compared to the profits garnered
by the company and shared by its executives and
home office employees, it certainly didn't seem "fair."
"All who saw it began to grumble and said, 'He
has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner111(Luke 19:7}. Jesus wasn't content to simply
dress the wounds of those around him; our Lord was
determined to redress the conditions that brought
others harm. Many-and perhaps the majority-of
his encounters, be they for healing or conversation,
served to challenge the religious, social or economic
structures that kept people down. Healing on the
Sabbath, consorting with tax collectors, speaking
with women, welcoming children, making a hated
Sama ritan the star of his most famous story-in
these and other instances Jesus sought to go beyond
giving charity to seeking justice.
Do our own deeds of generosity and service
have an edge of justice to them?
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"'And when yo u give a lms, do n ot let your
left hand know wha t your right han d is
doing 111 (Mat thew 6:14}. Jesus seems to be saying that giving should be an un-self-conscious and
certainly un-self-congratu latory act. Unfortunately, it
sometimes seems as if we give for the good feeling
it gives us for having assisted someone. Programs
of child sponsorship can fall prey to this sentiment;
donors feel affirmed in their help for a poor child
without perhaps needing to deal with the causes for
the child's poverty or fully reckoning the costs
involved in setting up such connections.
Sponsorship agencies themselves often recog nize this inherent inefficiency, but are loathe to end
such programs, as donors are much less likely to
g ive to a fund that supports all the children in a
community rather than a particular child . Good feeling trumps a possible focus on justice as well as
good stewardship.
'"How is it t hat you, a J e w , ask a drink of me,
a woman of Samaria?'" (John 4:8} Our visits to
communities in the name of doing good can also
sometimes be more about us-the "us" in the work
camp or mission team-than the "us" of our relation ship with the community. For Jesus, the relationships
were the m ission, and this attitude surprised and
invigorated the people he met, especially those at the
margins of society.
We don't typically do work on our Learning Tours,
but during our visit to El Salvador last summer, our
partner had us join with a small mountainside village
in constructing new homes for single mothers and
others without adequate housing. Midway through
our stay, we asked if we could meet with community
members, and several dozen people-mostly
women- showed up at the church at the appo inted
time. We visited for about an hour, discussing life in
the community and the challenges people faced.
The next morning at devotions, our guide Josue
said to our group, "I was so proud of you yesterday.
No other group that has come here to work has ever
asked to talk to the community. They do their work,
take some pictures, and go home. And the women,
they told me no one has ever asked for their ideas."
It's all about relationships. It wasn't so much what
our Lord did, but how he did it: respectfully, relationally, ready to challenge the underlying assumptions
of society in the quest to bring dignity,·opportunity,
and justice to our world . This can also be our path to
better stewardship of resources as well as greater
respect fo r those around us. And t hen rather than
continuing to invite our neighbors to try making
lemonade from the many "lemons" they've been
handed in the name of charity and good intentions,
we'll see that it's better to ask them whether lemons
were what they really wanted in the first place. li!
David Radcl iff of Elg in, Ill., is a member of the Highland Aven ue Chu rch
of the Brethre n and director of the New Commun ity Project.

Being Brethren on the

by Susan Boyer

I

was at an insight session at Annual
Conference last year entitled "Jesus: The
Prince of Peace, Our Nonviolent
Commander-in-Chief." After the three panel
members spoke, we were invited to share our
thoughts. One Brethren man in the audience shared
how difficult it was for him at his church's vacation
Bible school because they began with the pledge of
allegiance. I was right there with him in my dismay.
Then he said, "I thought we should have begun with
a pledge to the Christian flag before we pledged
allegiance to the flag of the United States of
America. That would be the right order."
A couple years ago on the 4th of July, my family
went to an Angels baseball game in Anaheim. It was
my idea. Since we moved to California, our family
had not been home on the 4th of July, and I was
excited to participate in the festivities of Southern
California. Annual Conference is often held over this
patriotic weekend. I don't know if that is because we
are uncomfortable with showy patriotism or if we
get a price reduction on the conference facilities.
So there we were at the Angels game on the 4th
of July. There were pregame activities, which began
with the unfurling of a flag across the entire field. A

military plane flew low and slow overhead . Then we
pledged allegiance to the flag and heard the national anthem. Veterans were invited to stand while
someone sang, "I'm Proud to Be an American." A
soldier who had both of his legs blown off in Iraq
received a standing ovation. That was all before the
game even began.
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I have to admit I was a bit overwhelmed by the
experience. I know that sounds na'ive. My husband
Bryan said, "It's the 4th of July in Orange County.
What did you think was going to happen?" The
truth is I really didn't know. I grew up in a Brethren
bubble. I have been going to Annual Conference
over the 4th of July weekend since I was old
enough to walk. The 4th of July meant Annual
Conference, eating ice cream, being surrounded
by thousands of other Brethren, and fireworks
being shot off in some distant place that I got to
watch from a window of a hotel room.
But it isn't just that we are in other cities on the
4th of July. Brethren have always struggled with
what is an appropriate relationship to the state.
John Kline, a Brethren man, expressed his understanding of true patriotism back in 1849:
My highest conception of patriotism is found
in the man who loves the Lord his God with all
his heart and his neighbor as himself. Out of
these affections spring the subordinate love for
one's country; love truly virtuous for one's
companion and children, relatives and friends;
and in its most comprehensive sense takes in
the whole human family. Were this love universal, the word patriotism, in its specific senses, meaning such a love for one's country as
makes its possessors ready and willing to take
up arms in its defense, might be appropriately
expunged from every national vocabulary.
John Kline was assassinated in 1864 for placing service to the church above loyalty to a particular side during the Civil War.
On 4th of July Sunday, church congregations
often can be found singing, "God Bless America."
But Brethren have always been a peculiar people.
Brethren believe strongly in the separation of
church and state. Our denomination was born in
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Germany at a time when being a citizen of the
state meant that you were a member of the state
church. When eight people baptized each other in
the Eder River in 1708 and began a movement that
is now called the Church of the Brethren, they
were breaking the law, and some of them were
punished by the state for this act of civil disobedience, for the terrible crime of being rebaptized.
Brethren have had a complex relationship to
the state ever since. If you read the minutes from
previous Annual Conferences, you can get a flavor
of their angst. At first, Brethren were told not to
vote. Then they were allowed to do what was
called "quiet voting," but cautioned not to hold
public office. Then they were told it was okay to
hold office as long as it did not "cause them to
betray their faith." Then they were told to engage
in "constructive patriotism and loyal citizenship of
rea I service."
Where do Brethren get this hesitancy toward
patriotism? They get it from their Bibles. "We must
obey God rather than humans," it says. In
Matthew 22, Jesus says, "Render unto Caesar the
things that are Caesar's, and unto God the things
that are God's." Christians have been fighting for
centuries about what that statement by Jesus really means. So let's take a look at it.
Jesus is in the temple and he has just made fun
of the chief priests, Pharisees and elders. They are
angry at him but afraid of the crowd tha·t follows
him. So they set a trap. The Pharisees and the
Herodians ask him a question, but first they butter
him up in front of his admirers. "Rabbi, we know
that you are sincere, that you teach God's way with
truth, and that you show no partiality. Is it in accord
with the Torah for us to pay taxes to Caesar?" But
Jesus saw no need to butter them up. He said,
"Why are you setting this trap, you hypocrites?"
He went on. "Bring me a coin used for the
tax." This is where it gets interesting. The Roman

head tax was one silver denarius, a full day's
wage for a laborer. But it wasn't the amount that
mattered. It was the principle of being subjected
to Roman rule . Adding to their resentment was
the fact that t he coin they were required to use
was stamped with the likeness of Tiberius
Caesar, with words honoring him as the son of
the divine Emperor Augustus.
Jesus asks them to show him one of these
coins and they are able to produce it. It may not
seem like much to you, but by having a Roman
coin in the temple, they are breaking the Torah.
These religious leaders have a graven image in
this very holy space. Jesus calls them out in
front of the crowd. He says, "Render unto
Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and unto
God the things are God's."
The 1989 Church of the Brethren Statement
on Church and State says these words about
that Scripture:
Jesus was expressing the central imperative of the Torah: You, made by God in
God's image, are to give yourselves fully to
God and, in your doing that, you will be
enabled to discern what you can properly
give to the state.
While other churches will tell you exactly
what that means and what is your duty-bound
service to your country, the Church of the
Brethren, with no creed but the New Testament,
tells you that if you give yourselves to God fully,
it will be self-evident to you. While other churches will tell you that separation of church and
state means that neither the church nor the state
gets to mess around in the realm of the other,
the Church of the Brethren will tell you that the
state's duty is to have benevolent neutrality in
regard to the church, and the church has a
prophetic role in relationship to the state. While

other churches will tell you to be proud to be an
American, the Church of the Brethren in the
United States, while grateful for the many benefits of being citizens of this country, will tell you
to love inside and outside the lines.
However, I am afraid that too many Brethren
today have fallen into a national religion that
our denomination was born rejecting. Too many
Brethren pledge their allegiance to the state.
Then there are those Brethren who are trying to
baptize the empire. But I think the largest group
of Brethren are those who, while not becoming
nationalistic, have used the Brethren understanding of the separation of church and state
as a nice, cozy hiding place. Not giving themselves wholly to the state, they also do not give
themselves to God.
When we celebrate our country's independence from another country that sought to control us, we need to be mindful of a young and
fearless prophet who was born as a Palestinian
peasant; the Prince of Peace who barely escaped
genocide; the Light of the World who lead a revolution by inviting people to live in the kingdom
of God, now. May we continue to hear his invitation to render unto God the things that belong
to God. May we once again love, inside and outside the lines. li!
Susan Boyer is pastor of the La Verne (Ca.) Chu rch of the Brethren.

Young adults at a
fireworks display at the
2006Annual
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Manchester
honors a

New permanent exhibit highlights life and work of Dan West
an West ranks high among the most
influential Brethren of the 20 th century.
He began what eventually became global
development giant Heifer International. He
planted the seeds for Brethren Volunteer Service. He
helped to begin the peace studies program at
Manchester College-the nation's first. He spoke at
countless camps and conferences.
Thanks to a new permanent exhibit unveiled at
Manchester's Funderburg Library in North Manchester,
Ind., on May 10, West's contributions and legacy will
be prominently displayed for future generations.
The suggestion for the exhibit came from Heifer
International, now based in Little Rock, Ark. West
grew up in Middlebury, Ind., and graduated from
Manchester in 1917, later teaching some classes
there. The first heifers sent as part of West's relief
project in the 1940s also came from his native

northern Indiana.
"In so many ways, Dan West never left this northern Indiana campus," the dedication program said.
Among those on hand for the dedication service in
the college's Cordier Auditorium were two of Dan
West's children: Jan West Schrock and Larry West.
They, too, said it felt appropriate for the exhibit to be
in a place that had a special connection to their father.
"This whole weekend has been just like coming
home in the most exciting way," Schrock said. "It's
almost like Dad's spirit is alive. I have felt it .... It's just
magical that his d isplay is right here at Manchester."
Dan West on several occasions turned down an
honorary doctorate from Manchester, saying he was
just an ordinary person and didn't want any special
honors for his work, but the school did present an
honorary degree to Heifer International in 1995.
Current Manchester president Jo Young Switzer
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Aseagoing cowboy remembers
The following was excerpted from remarks prepared by two-time
Heifer Project "seagoing cowboy" Ray Bowman for the May 10 dedication service at. Manchester College. The remarks were delivered by
Mtmohester president Jo Young Switzer:
said that West and his wife and children were pivotal
figures in her own personal and faith development.
"My first understanding of service really came from
Dan and Lucy West and their family," Switzer said.
"Dan West's actions were guided by faith. He acted
simply because he knew it was the right thing to do."
Schrock and Larry West told numerous personal
stories about the family and things their father had
taught them: the power of a good idea, helping
people share their gifts and talents, living simply,
inspiring young people, and more.
"His ideas just kept going on and on and on and
on," Schrock said.
Also present for the dedication service were a
number of "seagoing cowboys" who accompanied
livestock on ships to Europe and Latin America in
the early years of the Heifer Project, along with
Heifer International national community volunteer
manager Pat Keay.
Keay said Heifer now has about 80 community
volunteer groups around the United States, comprising some 1,200-plus regular volunteers. Heifer
"allows people who want to make a difference to
really plug in to a movement for change," Keay said.
Seagoing cowboy Ray Bowman had been scheduled to deliver some remarks at the service, as well,
but suffered a fall shortly before the service began.
Instead, Switzer read the remarks he had prepared
(see sidebar).
After the dedication service, attended by several
hundred people, the festivities shifted to the library,
where a black drape was removed to formally
unveil the new exhibit. The large display case
includes family photos, West's glasses, a seagoing
cowboy diary, and a cross among its contents. The
Brethren Historical Library and Archives in Elgin,
111., helped to supply many of the images, and several other Brethren served as consultants.
The display, on the main level of the library, will
now be available to visitors any time the library is
open. Heifer and the college hope it will be not only
an ongoing testimony to West's life and work but
an inspiration to others.
"(West) truly was a life-changer, a world-changer
... a common man guided by faith and conviction,"
the dedication program said. "With this Manchester
College display of the Dan West Collection, we
remember, and hope this remembrance inspires the
life-changer servant in each of us." ll!

In 1946,as a conscientious objector to war, I was in Civilian Public
Service (CPS) and assigned to the hookworm eradication program
1
r. and forest service project which was fighting forest fires in Florida. It
was while I was on th is project near Tallahassee, Fla., that a call
came for help with a livestock shipment overseas. Since the
Tallahassee camp was to be moving, I decided to answer the call to
i be a seagoing cowboy.
Early in Marchof 1946 I transferred to the Brethren Service Ce nter
at NewWindsor, Md. While waiting for the ship to get ready to sail, I
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News (~a.) where the ship was loading. The Chesapeake Bay crossing
was so rough some of the men fell out of their bunks. It was, in fact,
the roughest part of the entire trip.
The ship was of World War I vintage and had been used to haul
mules for use in that war. The ship's top speed was 11 knots. Now it
was loaded with approximately 400 horses bound for Poland. Each
horse had a separate stal l. The stalls were in two rows with the hors, es facing each other. There was a walkway in between from which we
fed and watered the horses.
The horses had been rounded up from the Western range and were
n~t at al_
l happy at being penned up in a moving sh ip. They tried to
bite anyone who got close, so they were not easy to take care of.
Feeding and watering them was a risky cho re. Some of the men were
bitten. Fortunately I lucked out. At least we did not have to muck out
the stalls during the trip. It would have been too dangerous. This job
· was later taken care of by ship dock workers.
The food on board ship was plentiful and as I recall quite good. But
we were glad when M .R. Zigler met us in Gdansk, Poland, and took
some of us to dinner. It was really nice to eat when the dishes stayed
put, not sliding from one end of the table to the othe r as they did on
board ship . ...
The trips were good experiences for me, and I am glad I had the
opportunity to be a seagoing cowboy and have a small part in Dan
· West's vision of he•lping countries in need.

1

Ray Bow man attended Manchester College after his seagoing cow boy journeys. He lives in North
Manchester, Ind.
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The crew of the
SS Lindenwood
Victory poses on
the shore at
Shanghai after
delivering a load
of 713 Heifer
Project animals
to China.

W alt W ilt schek, former editor of MESSENGER, is now campus pastor/
director of campus ministry at Manchester College in North Manchester, Ind.
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God's Way in Wisdom's Path
Studies in Biblical Instruction

Job 38-42: Job becomes a changed man

Job's encounter with God
by Bob Neff
ere is no section of the Hebrew Bible that has
roubled
me more than the encounter between
']
od and Job. I used to tell my Old Testament class in
the '60s that God's response to Job with this awesome display
of power is unsatisfactory and does not jive with my view of
God's love as found in Jesus Christ. Job is hurting. Job has a
legitimate case against God or Justice. This fireworks display
when God shows off creation-what kind of an answer is that?
Through years of teaching this book, I have changed my
mind: not about the love of Christ, but in the interpretation of
this passage within the book of Job and the Hebrew Bible. Let
me explain why.
We ended the last study (June MESSENGER) with the statement by God in chapter 42 that Job has spoken correctly about
God (42:7ff). What can that possibly mean in the context of the
response of Job in 42:6? The traditional translation of this
verse is: "Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and
ashes." Without going into great detail about recent research
that questions this translation on a number of grounds, let me
outline my point of view on this passage now.
First, this translation runs counter to God's request for Job
to "gird up his loins like a warrior (Hebrew gibbor)" in 38:3 at
the beginning of this revelation. A number of Hebrew words
that connote weakness and frailty can be used to describe our
humanity, but not this word. "Warrior" denotes one who battles and cries out with the courage of his convictions. The normal translation of this word as "man" gives the wrong impression. "Warrior" is repeated in chapter 40:7, because Job thinks
that God wants him to be silent. He answers, "I have spoken
once, and I will not answer, twice and I will proceed no further"
(Job 40:5). God responds, again in rough parlance: "Come on
now, gird up your loins like a warrior." In other words, "You
are mistaken; that's not what I meant. I don't want your
silence." This position of the friends has been discredited.
Second, Job has been upon an ash heap since chapter 2.

Why would he return where he was? This outcome would mean
there is no progression within the book, and the friends are correct. Furthermore, how could he pray for his friends (42:7) if he
remained on his ash heap? Actually the better translation supported by a number of scholars is: "I repent of my dust and
ashes." Gustavo Gutierrez, in his book On Job: God-Talk and
the Suffering of the Innocent, writes: "Job is rejecting the attitude of lamentation that has been his until now. The speeches
of God have shown him that this attitude is not justified. He
does not repent of what he has hitherto said, but he now sees
clearly that he cannot go on complaining. This means that in his
final reply what Job is expressing is not contrition but a renunciation of his lamentation and dejected outlook" (87). His new
perspective has brought with it the possibility of new life.
Third, in God's speeches from the whirlwind Job experiences
an expanded view of God's creative power. "I have uttered what I
did not understand, things too wonderful for me which I did not
know.... I have heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my
eye sees you" (42:4-5). The closest Job's friend Eliphaz ever gets
to the spiritual realm is in a nightmare (4:12-16). Job has now
seen God in a direct way. Unlike the first two chapters, where
Job's response moves from eloquent confession to clipped
speech, Job now grows in his perception of God and the world.
His horizon is expanding rather than narrowing, unlike his friends.
God does not abrogate his position as the completely Other
One who is beyond all human comprehension. God illustrates
this by talking about the beginning of the universe when the
world began. For me this point was underscored when I visited
the American Museum of Natural History in New York. As you
descend into the entrance of the museum you must pass by the
billions of years that had no humans. We occupy a minuscule
period of time. No matter what your view of creation, the argument brings the same conclusion: God's universe predates our
humanity (See Psalm 90 and Proverbs 8). Humans have a limited perspective of the earth that fails to encompass the expanse

Humans have a limited perspective of the earth that
fails to encompass the expanse ,o f the"heavens, nam,ely
the universe. Only God can embrace this totality,
most of which remains beyond human reach.
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of the heavens, namely the universe. Only God can embrace
this totality, most of which remains beyond human reach.
Chapters 40-41 describe two animals, Behemoth and
Leviathan-the hippopotamus and the crocodile, two of
humanity's most dangerous natural foes. They pose a real
threat to human life; they represent unbridled power beyond
human ability to subdue them . Unlike many creation stories in
the Near Eastern world, these powerful creatures are not
destroyed, but enjoyed by God. We want to rid the world of
threats: the wolf, the rattlesnake, or the crocodile. We want a
safe world. My good friend Frank Ramirez has helped me with
this statement: "We do not live in a safe world, but we do live
in a secure world." Our lives confront real dangers. While the
friends cannot see God in the disordered and disruptive
moments of the world as these chapters describe, Job sees the

creative presence of God precisely in all sorts of circumstances,
including the tragic moments of loss and terminal illness.
We are now in a position to understand the first part of verse
6. The Hebrew is simply 'am'as-"I retract," in the first sense
of the verb. No object is stated. What does Job retract?
Norman Habel, along with a number of other scholars, has
argued convincingly that Job has retracted his case aga inst
God since he has come to a new understanding of who God is
( The Book of Job, p. 575ff). Job has formulated a case against
God based on inadequate understanding (42:2-5), and therefore he drops his case. More importantly, Job has discovered
God's creative presence, which brings an end to his complaint.
In my view the appropriate translation for Job 42:6 is: "I
retract my case and repent of my dust and ashes."
This is corroborated by what happens in 42:7ff. God confronts the friends and tells them that they have not spoken
correctly as Job has. What has been incorrect in the assertion
of the friends? In the end they assumed that Job has done
something wrong; otherwise he would not be suffering.
Such an outlook is similar to some Christians who argued
that the hurricane in New Orleans or the earthquake in Haiti
was God's response to human sin. But there is no easy correlation between suffering and human sin. In the case of Job,
the reader has known from the beginning that Job has done
nothing wrong. Furthermore, the friends insist that a person in
these circumstances cannot raise a complaint before God. By
justifying Job, God is arguing that it is always appropriate to
lift one's voice against injustice. To be silent in the face of outright wrong is to violate one of God's basic designs: the desire
for righteousness and justice. This is the essence of what it
means to be human. Abraham confronts God to be just in
Genesis 18:25 and pursues this subject with passion. As people of faith we are required to raise our voices against injustice
and to call God to act in these circumstances.
Job is now invited to pray for the people whom he saw as
his worst enemies. The reader is simply told that Job interceded on behalf of his former friends. Afterwards, Eliphaz, Bildad,
and Zophar are all restored in fellowship both with Job and
with God. Job has learned the lesson of the whirlwind because
his complaint is transformed into reconciling mediation. In the
opening verses of the book, Job prays for his children. His
prayer is now extended to include the larger family of humanity. In his discovery of the creative presence of God, even
before his restoration, Job has the capacity to transform· life.
Life is not devoid of danger and tragedy; but even in these circumstances God's creative presence moves to restore life and
bring about reconciliation. God's way in wisdom's path
restores relationships through acts of reconciliation. li!
Bob Neff is an ordained minister in the Church of the Breth ren ; he se rves on the developme nt staff and as chaplaincy coordinator at The Vi llage at Morrisons Cove in
Martinsburg , Pa. He was previously on the facul ty of Bethany Theological Seminary,
served as general secretary of the Chu rch of the Brethren General Board, and was president of Juniata Col lege. He lives in State College, Pa. Th is article is the sixth installment
in a yea r-long Bible st udy series on wisdom literature.
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Brethren work in Haiti receives
second $150,000 grant
Church of the Brethren disaster relief work in Haiti has
received another grant of $150,000 from the church's
Emergency Disaster Fund. The work in Haiti responds to the
earthquake that hit Port-au-Prince in January, and is a cooperative effort of Brethren Disaster Ministries and Eglise des
Freres Haitiens (the Haitian Church of the Brethren).
Brethren Disaster Ministries staff requested th,e additional allocation to continue feeding and shelter programs and to
fund the expansion of response into a number of new intermediate and long-term efforts. Previous allocations to this
project total $150,000.
New work will include home construction, providing
potable water and sanitation facilities, agricultural projects,
training for pastors in trauma recovery and resilience, medical programming in partnership with IMA World Health, purchase of a four-door truck for use in home construction, and
construction of a warehouse and a guest house. The warehouse and guest house facility initially will be for use by
American volunteers and staff, but in time is expected to
become the headquarters of the Haitian church.
Also included in the grant is funding for a six-month
evaluation of the response, to be carried out in July.
Brethren Disaster Ministries staff noted signs of general
progress in areas
affected by the
earthquake, including improved food
distribution and
better availability of
drinking water. The
Brethren in Haiti,
especially the
Delmas congrega-
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Temporary shelters have been built in several Brethren
communities in Port-au-Prince area as part of the church's
response to the Haiti earthquake. Shown here are some of
the 20 shelters built for families in the Delmas 24 congregation Haitian Church of the Brethren.

tion, have "banded together to create their own community
of support," the staff noted. "An encouraging sign is that
even as they rely on Brethren food and shelter, they are
moving toward more independence and reducing the
amount of direct aid required to survive."
However, most of the relief efforts in Haiti have focused
on those living in large encampments. "Haitians living in
smaller groups or on the street near their demolished homes
have received less aid. Most members of the Haitian Church
of the Brethren indicate that Brethren relief is all they have
received," the grant request said.
To date, the Brethren response has provided a number of
temporary shelters designed for two-year habitation, feeding
programs, material aid shipments, seeds for spring planting,
and has employed Haitians at all levels of response activities. A
separate grant is planned to continue Brethren support for the
wider ecumenical disaster response by organizations such as
Church World Service (CWS) and ACT Alliance, that addresses
the significant breadth of need in Haiti. A third set of grants

supports Haitian refugees in New York City being
served through the Haitian First Church of the
Brethren in Brooklyn.
Major accomplishments of the Brethren
response as of April 30:

• 21,000 hot meals provided to schoolchildren in
Port-au-Prince;
• monthly dry food distribution to 165 families
or approximately 825 people-equivalent to
49,500 meals a month-with most food purchased in Haiti and some locally grown;
• funding provided for Dominican Brethren to
bring food aid to their families in Haiti;
• partnering with Vine Ministries (an organization
with ties to the Church of the Brethren} to help
an additional 112 families receive food aid;
• 21 leaders and teachers in Eglise des Freres
Haitiens employed to support the response, 20
Haitian construction workers employed to build
temporary housing, four Haitians employed to
monitor and ·evaluate the response;

• temporary wood and tin shelters built in the
three Brethren communities of Marin, Delmas,
and Tonm Gato, housing 120 people, in a construction effort that also includes three multipurpose rooms for worship, meetings, ch ildren's
activities, storage, and shelter for neighbors;
• a medical clinic provided by American and
Haitian medical professionals that treated
more than 1,300 Haitians, with trauma counselors working alongside the medical team
and in .the surrounding community;
• 6,225 pounds of seed distributed to 250 farmers for spring planting;
• 100 water filters and 1,000 CWS Hygiene Kits
waiting in customs in Haiti to be distributed,
with shipments en route carrying 94 standard
tarpaulins and 220 extra large tarpaulins, 306
Family Household Kits, and 62,500 pounds of
canned chicken donated by Southern
Pennsylvania and Mid-Atlantic Districts.
For more about the work in Haiti visit
www.brethren.org/HaitiEarthquake.

UPCOMINGEVENTS
July 1-3 Council of District
Executives (CODE) Summer
Meeting, Pittsburgh, Pa.
July 2 Minister's Pre-Conference Event, Pittsburgh, Pa.
July 3-7 Annual Conference,
Pittsburgh, Pa.
July 3 Church of the
Brethren Credit Union Board
meeting, Pittsburgh, Pa.

Bethany Seminary hosts third Presidential Forum
Bethany Theological Seminary in Richmond, Ind., hosted its third annual Presidential Forum April
8-10. This year's theme, "When Strangers Are Angels: The Spiritual and Social Movements of
Brethren, Friends, and Mennonites in the 21st Century," was celebrated through lectures, discussions, drama, and worship, with a focus on the story of Jacob wrestling with the stranger from
Genesis 32.
Martin Marty, distinguished service professor emeritus at the University of Chicago and columnist for The Christian Century, was the featured lecturer. He challenged the crowd to consider three
aspects of the stranger: the stranger within ourselves and our own faith communities, the stranger
beyond our faith communities (where he noted the particularity of the Anabaptist tradition being
founded on estrangement from mainstream Christianity), and finally the global stranger.
A play closed out the evening, "Man from Magdalena" written by Earlham School of Religion
student Patty Willis. The play chronicled the journey of Manuel Jesus Cordova Soberanes, a
Mexican immigrant, who rescued a nine-year-old boy whose mother had just been killed in an automobile accident in the southern Arizona desert.
Saturday morning began with a panel discussion, where representatives from each of the historic
peace churches (Church of the Brethren, Friends, and Mennonites} responded to the questions "What
defines someone as a stranger in your faith community?" and "How are we strangers to each other?"
This led to a lively discussion about the particularities as well as deep points of connection
between the three traditions. As a Mennonite teaching at Bethany, Malinda Berry, instructor in theological studies and director of the Master of Arts program, spoke of her experience on the Church
of the Brethren campus as "coming to spend time with the cousins and getting to know the extended family." Jay Marshall, dean at Earlham School of Religion, noted that today Quakers may have
few external identifying markers such as unique dress, but "many orientations still matter, including the inner light, spiritual disciplines, and a commitment to equality."
Scott Holland, professor of theology and culture and director of peace studies and cross-cultural
studies, led a Saturday afternoon intertextual interpretation of the theme of the stranger, engaging
stories of Anabaptists' experience from around the globe.
During the final plenary, Marty spoke about the gifts of strangers. He presented several ways in
which the historic peace churches offer a unique perspective. The principles of community and hospitality were highlighted in his address.

July 3 Church of the
Brethren Mission and
Ministry Board meeting,
Pittsburgh, Pa .
July 7 Brethren Benefit Trust
Board meeting, Pittsburgh, Pa.
July 17-22 National Youth
Conference (NYC), Fort
Collins, Colo.
July 18-Aug. 6 Brethren
Volunteer Service (BVS)
Summer Orientation Unit,
Brethren Service Center, New
Windsor, Md.
Aug. 15-25 BVS/Brethren
Revival Fellowship (BRF)
Orientation Unit, Brethren
Service Center, New Windsor, Md.
Sept. 12 Bethany Seminary
Sunday
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New investment options
approved by BBT Board
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A demonstration during the 2009 "Heeding God's Call" conference, an event that
brought together many who wanted greater action toward ending gun violence.

NCC Governing Board
calls for end to gun violence
Alarmed by statistics that 100,000
Americans annually are victims of gun
violence, the National Council of
Churches (NCC) Governing Board has
unanimously adopted a resolution calling for legislative action to limit access
to assault weapons and hand guns.
Church of the Brethren general secretary Stan Noffsinger is a member of the
Governing Board, which met May 17-18
in Elizabeth, N.J. He also serves as an
at-large vice president on the executive
committee of the NCC.
"Ending Gun Violence: A Resolution
and Call to Action," also calls on
Congress to close the "gunshow loophole" that allows buyers to purchase
firearms from private sellers without
submitting to background checks or providing documentation of the purchase.
The resolution calls on member
churches to support the NCC staff "in
coordinating ecumenical efforts for gun
violence reduction," including the
preparation of educational materials
and establishing dialogue among gun
owners and gun control advocates.
"Responsible gun ownership can be
consistent with our constitutional
rights," the resolution states. "However,

BBT president Nevin Dulabaum (left) and
Brethren Pension Plan director Scott
Douglas participate in a Web conference
with district executives as a way to listen
to concerns throughout the church.
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it must be stressed that there are relatively few shootings by average citizens
defending themselves. Rather, most
fatal and non-fatal shootings result from
abuse or misuse of guns." The resolution cites statistics that firearms are
used in 1.5 million crimes annually in
the United States. "More than 69,000
shootings each year are non-fatal, yet
still leave in their wake a trail of pain,
suffering, and/or disfigurement, and
anguish and grief for family and community," the resolution states.
The full text of the resolution against
gun violence can be found at www.ncccusa.org/NCCpolicies/gunviolence.pdf.
The full text of the pastoral letter on education can be found at www.ncccusa.org
/news/100519pastoralletter.html.

Investments were the focus of the April
meeting of the Brethren Benefit Trust
(BBT) Board of Directors in Elgin, Ill.
Staff and board members came together at the Church of the Brethren General
Offices April 24-25.
"We have listened to requests from our
members and are working with the board
to strengthen the services and products
we o ffer," said BBT president Nevin
Dulabaum. "We look forward to offering
more investment choices, more frequently
updated account values, and stronger fiscal management to those we serve."
Staff recommended five funds to
offer to members and clients that fit new
investment styles that were added to the
investment guidelines for the Brethren
Pension Plan and Brethren Foundation
by the board in November 2009.
The board approved the funds, which
include an emerging markets stock fund
through DFA, ING's global public real
estate fund, a Principal high-yield bond
fund, a Vanguard Treasury inflation-protected securities fund, and a commoditiesbased fund managed by PIMCO. Brethren
Foundation clients will be able to invest in
these new funds in the coming months, as
will members of the Pension Plan, once
BBT is able to offer investment assistance.
"We searched various sectors to try
to identify the best mix of funds to offer,
and we think these will give our mem-

bers and clients more choices for diversifying their assets," said Jerry Rodeffer,
BBT's chief financial officer.
The board also approved the
Investment Committee's recommendation that the Pension Plan's Common
Stock fund be unbundled into its five
components-International, Small Cap,
Large Cap Core, Large Cap Growth, and
Mid Cap Value-to provide greater variety of equity offerings for plan members.
These funds will still comprise the
Common Stock Fund, which will still be
an allocation option.

The board approved an increase in
how often BBT values its funds. While
BBT currently values its funds twice
monthly, the board approved a move to
daily valuations. This decision will allow
Pension Plan members access to updated account information through a recently launched Internet site, and will make
up-to-date information available to
Brethren Foundation clients once that
ministry's online presence is established.
Annual defense lists were presented
to the board. Each year, BBT releases
two lists of publicly traded companies

that have strong business alliances with
the Department of Defense. Because of
BBT's commitment to making investments that adhere to Brethren values
and Annual Conference directives,
actively managed investments in companies holding the 25 largest Department
of Defense contracts, and companies that
earn more than 10 percent of their
income from such contracts, are prohibited. These lists can be found at
www.brethrenbenefittrust.org by clicking
on "Downloads" and then "Socially
Responsible Investing."

PERSONNEL CHANGES
Keith Bryan has begun as interim president/CEO of FahrneyKeedy Home and Village, a Church of the Brethren continuing
care retirement commun ity near Boonsboro, Md. Previously he
has served as a board member and former fund-raising counsel
for the community. He is president and fund-raising counsel of
Sundance Consulting Services. Prior to starting his own business in 2003, he worked w ith non-profit groups for 13 years in
leadership roles in fund development, marketing, administrative, and volunteer positions. Bryan is a retired law enforcement officer and has served as chair of the finance committee
of the Fahrney-Keedy Board.
Kendal W. Elmore begins Aug. 1 as executive minister for
West Marva District. Since January 2006 he has pastored Toledo
(Ohio) Heatherdowns Church of the Brethren. He has more than
36 years of experience in ministry, having also served as pastor
of congregations in Pennsylvania, Virginia, Maryland, and
Indiana. He has been chair of the board and chair of the ministry
commission in both Western Pennsylvania and Northern Ohio
districts. In Mid-Atlantic District, he has been a member of the
new church development support team, the ministerial continuing education committee, and the ministry commission. He
attended Ferrum College and Virginia Commonwealth
University, and completed the denomination's Three-Year
Reading Course in 1976, participating in the program in both
South/Central Indiana and Virlina districts. The West Marva
District office will continue to be located in Oakland, Md.
Wendy Noffsinger Erbaugh has begun as interim district
executive for Southern Ohio District, in a quarter-time position
from July 1-Dec. 31. She is an ordained minister currently serving as a freelance curriculum editor for the Gather 'Round curriculum jointly produced by Brethren Press and the Mennonite
Publishing Network. Previously she has served as pastor of children's ministries at Happy Corner Church of the Brethren in
Clayton, Ohio, and as administrative secretary at the district
office. She holds an associate of arts degree in early childhood
education and a bachelor's degree in elementary education from
Manchester College in North Manchester, Ind., and a master of
divinity degree from Bethany Theological Seminary in Richmond,
Ind. The district office continues to be located at 1001 Mill Ridge

Circle, Union, OH 45322; 937-832-6399 or 937-475-6377.
Denise D. Kettering has been named assistant professor
of Brethren Studies at Bethany Theological Seminary in
Richmond, Ind., as of July 1. She received a master's degree in
theological studies from the Candler School of Theology and a
doctor's degree from the University of Iowa in 2009. Her dissertation was entitled "Pietism and Patriarchy: Spener and Women
in the 17th-Century Pietist Movement." In 2002-03 and again in
2009-10 she worked in the Brethren Historical Library and
Archives at the Church of the Brethren General Offices in Elgin,
Ill. She served as an adjunct professor at Bethany Seminary
during the past academic year.
Mark Flory Steury has resigned as district executive of the
Church of the Breth re n's Southern Ohio District, after serving in
the position since Oct. 1, 1999. Previously he served as co-pastor of Troy Church of the Brethren and as pastor of Mack
Memorial Church of the Brethren, both in Southern Ohio
District. He is a graduate of Manchester College in North
Manchester, Ind., with a degree in elementary education and an
endorsement in special education, and holds a master of divinity degree from Bethany Theological Seminary. He has accepted
a call to serve as pastor of Neighborhood Church of the
Brethren in Montgomery, Ill. He and his wife Mary Jo FlorySteury, who is executive director of the Church of the Brethren's
Office of Ministry, will move to the Elgin, 111., area.
Carol Spicher Waggy is interim executive for
South/Central Indiana District, in a part-time position from May
14 to December 31. She is an ordained minister and a network
practitioner of the Ministry of Reconci liation. She has served at
all levels of the church including congregation, district, denomination, and international mission. She holds a bachelor's
degree in social services from Goshen (Ind.) College, a master's
degree in social work with an interpersonal services track from
Indiana University School of Social Work, and a master of divinity degree in pastoral counseling from Associated Mennonite
Biblical Seminary. The district office will continue to be located
at 604 N. Mill St., N. Manchester, IN 46962; 260-982-8805 or 877730-9315. Spicher Waggy may be contacted at
wagfam1@bnin.net or 574-903-3597.
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Alice in Wonderland-A peculiar
people with no intention to conform?

C

arl Bowman's epic Brethren Society tracked our
movement from a peculiar people to a denomination struggling with acculturation. We disagree
among ourselves about this notion, but there's no question
the early Brethren stayed out of step with society, living by a
different set of rules and boundaries that contrasted with the
mainstream . They were comfortable in their skin.
Well, if there were ever a pair a books about a peculiar people comfortable in their skin it would have to be the Alice books.
In 1865, the Reverend Charles
Lutwidge Dodgson, a.k.a. Lewis
Carroll, published Alice in
Wonderland. The sequel, Through
the Looking Glass, and What Alice
Found There was published six
years later. The books have never
been out of print. Certainly they've
always had a place on my shelves,
and have been the subject of many
re-readings since my childhood . I
can recite Jabberwocky and The
Walrus and the Carpenter by heart.
The story of the 7-year-old Alice
began as a series of impromptu adventures told by Carroll
to the three Liddell sisters who were also part of the Oxford
University commun ity where he taught. They are full of
memorable characters, such as the Cheshire Cat, the White
Rabbit, and the Mad Hatter, as well as quotes: "Now, here
you see, " the Red Queen insists, "it takes all the running you
can do, to keep in the same place."
The books are about many things: shoes and ships and
sealing wa x, cabbages and kings, along with life and death,
being and nonbeing, the very nature of reality (Is Alice part
of the Red King's dream or is he a part of hers, and what will
happen to either if one of them wakes up?). One cannot
plumb the depths of this story with a shelf of books, and certainly the many film and television versions of Alice have
only scratched the surface as well.
Still, I think director Tim Burton's most recent incarnation, Disney's new film Alice (which seamlessly combines
live actors and animation), brings to life those peculiar people who have no intention of conforming to Alice's society.
Nor does Alice herself, and that's what I like most about
this film. When the adult Alice (wonderfully portrayed by
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Mia Wasikowska) flees a stifling upper-class garden party
where she was expected to become engaged to a real twit,
she falls down a rabbit hole. She discovers that her childhood nightmares about Wonderland are actually memories
of Underland. Along the way she befriends a Hatter (Johnny
Depp, who demonstrates why he is one of the great actors
of our time) who is anything but mad.
She is shocked to discover this is no dream, and that she
is expected to free Underland from a tyrannical Red Queen
(happily brought to life by Helena Bonham Carter, whose
shoulders are garnished with a computer-generated head
three times normal size). Her oppressive reign forces her
subjects to betray their true selves and present a false
image.
The real tension is whether Alice will trust herself
enough to become herself by conquering her personal
demons to become a peculiar person of her own. One can
see that the depiction of the "princess" in Disney films has
evolved. No longer does a happily-ever-after require marriage with interchangeable Prince Charmings. In the film,
Alice rejects the marriage that is thrust on her, which would
have provided both financial security and lifelong misery.
Instead, she claims her identity by charting an unorthodox
course in life-in this case, becoming an agent for a China
trading company. As the caterpillar (wryly interpreted by
Alan Rickman) points out, she has finally become Alice.
Unlike the books, the film depends on a violent resolution . Alice becomes herself by fulfilling a prophecy and slaying a rather terrifying monster called the Jabberwocky. This
violent resolution has no parallel in the books. However, this
mythic, almost apocalyptic slaying prevents what might otherwise have been a full-scale bloody conflict, much as the
war in heaven of Revelation 12 suggests that we have no
business conducting warfare-that's Michael's business.
Tim Burton's Alice challenges society's norms and affirms
the integrity of peculiar people. The Old Brethren, who in the
past had no qualms about standing outside society's norms
in faithfulness to Christian discipleship, would have understood this. Contemporary Brethren might consider how we
might remain slightly out of step
with our society. n!
Frank Ram irez is pastor of Everett, (Pa. ) Church of
the Brethren.
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ONCAMPUS
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.)
Bridgewater has received $124,000
from the Lettie Pate Whitehead
Foundation for need-based scholarships during the 2010-2011 academic
year... . Senior Courtney Hartman
ended her Bridgewater career in May
by winning the national NCAA
Division Ill heptathlon title. She is the
first Bridgewater female to win an
individual national track and field title.

Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.)
Six new members were inducted into
Elizabethtown's Ira R. Herr Athletic Hall
of Fame on May 15.... Elizabethtown
received a $100,000 2010 Wal-mart
College Success Award, one of only 30
colleges nationwide to do so ....
Michael Lomax, president of the
United Negro College Fund (UNCF)
spoke at commencement on May 22,
when 513 students graduated.

Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.)
Harriet Michel, president of the National
Minority Supplier Development Council
and a 1965 Juniata alumna, spoke at
commencement on May 15. The graduating class included 306 students. A
senior class gift will enable a chair lift to
be installed near the entrance of Ellis
Hall to improve accessibility.

University of La Verne
(La Verne, Calif.)

La Verne ranked 18th among
California colleges and 206th in the
nation in Forbes Magazine's annual
"America's Best Colleges 2009" rankings .... La Verne's Students in Free
Enterprise (SIFE) team won first place
in the Campbell's Soup "Let's Can
Hunger Challenge."

Bridgewater College 1 Roundtable'
focuses on the mountains of God
This year, 200 youth and advisors gathered at Bridgewater (Va .) College
March 19-21 for Roundtable, the southeastern regional district youth conference-a weekend of worship, singing, discussion, fellowship, and play.
Keynote speakers Joel and Linetta Ballew focused on the theme, "Come
to the Mountain of God," based on Micah 4:2. Together, those attending
examined the mountains of the Bible, including Moses on Mount Sinai, the
mountains of Transfiguration and Temptation, the Mount of the Beatitudes,
and the prophetic mountains of the Old Testament.
Providing entertainment on Friday evening was BAM Magic with magician Brett Myers. BAM uses the art of illusion to teach youth about what
real miracles are compared to the illusions of the world. Music leadership
was provided by the Bridgewater College chapel band, Outspoken.
Roundtable is put together by the lnterdistrict Youth Cabinet {IYC), composed of Bridgewater students. This year's IYC included Tricia Ziegler, Tyler
Broyles, Tim Duffey, Danielle Wyand, Dustin Dedrick, Katie Cummings,
Tyler Goss, JJ Krehbiel, Jessie Houff, and advisor Steve Spire.-Tim Duffey

Manchester College
(North Manchester, Ind.)

Students Katherine Brelje, Nathan
Hodges, and Jacob Wenger won the Jo
Young Switzer Awards for Excellence in
Writing at Manchester's 12th annual
Student Research Symposium .... US
Sen. Richard Lugar {R-lnd.) spoke at
Manchester's commencement ceremony on May 23 and received an honorary degree.

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.)
McPherson student Chris Ramirez
won "best of show" in the undergraduate division at this year's Kansas
Collegiate Aesthetics competition in
Lindsborg, Kan. Six McPherson students had work accepted into the
exhibition.

Bits and pieces
• Summer youth/young adult workcamp registration topped 360 in May,
according to Church of the Brethren workcamp coordinator Jeanne Davies.
Youth and Young Adult Ministry director Becky Ullom said the number was
"pretty remarkable," as there are few senior high workcamps this summ_er
due to National Youth Conference. A full slate will be offered again in 2011.
• National Youth Conference takes place this month in Colorado: July
17-22 at Colorado State University, with nearly 3,000 youth and advisors
expected to attend. The theme is "More Than Meets the Eye." Reports
from NYC 2010 will be posted at www.brethren.org.
• The youth of Spring Run Church of the Brethren (McVeytown, Pa.)
hosted the 23rd annual Middle Pennsylvania District volleyball tournament
on March 13 at Juniata College {Huntingdon, Pa.). A total of 386 youth
from 22 congregations made up 35 teams. The tournament was started by
the late Ferne Rowland, who was the youth advisor in 1988. Her husband,
Earl Rowland, was the pastor at Spring Run at that time.
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BRF to blame?
The May MESSENGER printed letters
from two people expressing ideas
about the Brethren Revival Fellowship.
One expressed concern over the rise of
BRF membership and the decline of
the larger Brotherhood. The author
quoted from a 1979-81 Annual
Conference query and those facts
about declining membership.
I thank Olden Mitchell for his
words, yet I think we can add some of
the other reasons this paper includessuch as the fact that many of our
churches were bu ilt in declining farm
communities, or the nature of our
peace stance. Olden believes the BRF
is partly to blame for those declining
num bers-that may be why he lists the
g rowt h rate of the BRF. But we might
also ask: Is it possible that we live .in
an age wh ere new generations do not
want the chu rch in its present form? Is
it possible that some decline of the
larger body is due to our neglect concerning the integrity of Scripture? Is it

AS CO-CREATORS, GOD ASKS THAT WE GO
ALONG WITH HIM ON THIS AMAZING LIFE'S
JOURNEY, NOT AS ADVISORS, BUT AS
THANKFUL RECIPIENTS OF HIS FORGIVING
GRACE. IF THE BIBLE WAS GIVEN FOR HUMAN
11

INSTRUCTION, AS A WAY TO UNDERSTAND WHO WE
ARE, WHY WE LIVE, AND WHAT WE ARE TO DO WITH
OUR LIVES, THEN WE SHOULD BELIEVE THAT GOD
CAN CHANGE THE WORLD .... "

possible that God will not promote
human theories as his own truth? In
our questioning, one fact stands out:
we live in an age where scriptural truth
either is not wanted or it is reduced to
where it is unrecognizable.
God chose to put his message in
print using simple men with unhindered minds. Scripture stands alone
and it is not necessary for man to
believe in it-it is the universal truth
and we should not rearrange it to

adhere to our own beliefs. As co-creators, God asks that we go along with
him on this amazing life's journey, not
as advisors, but as thankful recipients
of his forgiving grace. If the Bible was
given for human instruction, as a way
to understand who we are, why we live,
and what we are to do with our lives,
then we should believe that God can
change the world on his own-according to our obedience, or lack of it.
In another letter, Marianne Michael
states that the BRF "has retreated into
some unsustainable positions regarding the New Testament ... " and that
therefore the goal of revival is still
eluding them. If the BRF beliefs were
unsustainable, then the declining numbers would be in their membership,
not the larger body. Marianne believes
the revival the BRF sought 50 years
ago is not possible today. I think
revival is always possible, but may not
be granted to the whole body. It is not
human theory that receives divine
revival-a broken, repentant, and contrite heart will always cause the
Creator to draw near.
I appreciate those who are willing
to take a stand for Scripture; I believe
that is what BRF has done. The stated
intent of the BRF is to stay within the
Brethren body even though that larger
body desires not to recognize them.
Unity in the Brethren can come, but
only through the Holy Spirit.
Thank you for printing articles and
letters offering different points of view.
And thank you for hearing those with
differing opinions.
Jerry Waterman
Ma rshalltown, Iowa

Messenger July/August 2010

Where is the vitality?

\ru:arnationaf Educati

This letter is not written to address all the
concerns Ronald Keener raises (May
MESSENGER), but rather to answer the
questions he asks: Where is the vitality?
Where is the new life being brought into
being?
Response to the Springs of Living
Water Initiative in Church Renewal has
shown hope in the church. Due to space
limitations, we can only lift up the kinds
of things churches are doing that are
yielding new life.
In a district where we traveled recently
to train renewal teams of local churches,
one church had begun serving meals to
the general community. Not only did
neighbors begin to come, they stayed for
conversation. New people began to worship. Today at this church there are
extended discussions on the meaning of
the Christian life.
Another church has a renamed adult
class, "Spirit Seekers," with members
encountering Scripture and living out

August 14 .......... Nuevo Amanecer Fellowship
Bethlehem, PA (Atlantic NE)
Simultaneous translation into Spanish will be available.
(Traducci6n simultanea al Espanol estara disponible.)

September 11 ... .Lititz Church of the Brethren
Lititz, PA (Atlantic NE)
September 25 ... Tucson Church of the Brethren
Tucson, AZ (Pacific SW)
October 2 ......... Empire Church of the Brethren
Modesto, CA (Pacific SW)
October 9 ......... Glendora Church of the Brethren
Glendora, CA (Pacific SW)
October 23 ....... West Charleston Church of the Brethren
Tipp City, OH (Southern Ohio)
November 14 .... Bermudian Church of the Brethren
East Berlin, PA (Southern Pennsylvania)
_JL

For more information please visit www.brethren.org/deacontraining,
or contact Donna Kline (d kline@brethren.org), 800-323-8039.
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their faith. Renewal is spreading
throughout the congregation. Young
adults are taking on significant leadership.
We are finding Brethren eager to
enter into spiritual disciplines. A member of a church from another district said
"the result was an obvious reawakening
of God's presence in our lives. We had
people praying who had never taken
prayer seriously. Others went into
detailed study of the other disciplines. It
gave our congregation a spiritual dimension it never had before." Acting upon
their vision of becoming a faith center in
the community, this church handed out
1000 mini-loaves of bread on two Friday
evenings in a nearby town. Attached was
a note that read, "Jesus is the Bread of
Life." Members had significant conversations about faith with the public in a
"board-walk" atmosphere.
A heart-felt desire can lead to going
deeper spiritually and to joining with
others to find t he path of renewal. This
follows the biblical principle that God
chooses the most unlikely ones to be
vessels of service.

__Joi//t- us for a LL ofyour most
memorabLe eve//1,ts . ..
New Windsor Conference Center

New Windsor, Maryland
A-n EnvironJM.ent
that JM.oves beyond
the typical
Conference Center

Make sure your insurance dollar is giving
you the best protection with exceptional care.
•
•
•
•
•
•

HOME
FARM
CHURCH
BUSINESS
AUTO
RENTAL

877/971/6300 • www.maxwholeness.com

We combin e contemporary comfort and a
tranquil
setting
to
create a unique and
refres hing atmosphere
id ea l for the perfect
meetin g,
retreat or
special event.
With a w ide array of meeting spaces, break
out areas, overnight guest room s, efficiency
apartments and a fu ll service dining facility
offering daily meals as well as distincti ve
banquets and caterin g, yo u'll see why so
many groups choose the New Wi nd sor Conference Center for the ir most memorable
occasions!
New Windsor Conference Center
New Windso r, M aryland 21776
Toll Free: 800-766-1553 Local: 410-635-8700

www.newwi nd sorconferencecenter.org

Creating &: Sustaining W I-IO L EN E S S r M
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Insurance products provided by
MutualAid eXchange or MAX Insurance Agency, Inc.

One inner-city church has so
engaged people that some have made
dramatic reversals in faith and are
considering baptism. People searching
for deeply rooted believers with
authentic faith are showing up unexpectedly. Youth and young adults are
getting involved, and service opportunities are emerging.
We are convinced that God is inviting the Church of the Brethren to
renewal. We are so grateful for all the
people hard at work paving the way
for the sake of Christ and renewal of
our beloved denomination.
Joan and David Young
www.chu rch renewalservan t.o rg

You don't have to be a pacifist
The editorial in the May MESSENGER
("Where have we been?"} contains an
important insight about what might be
a new future for our commitment to
be peacemakers. First however, we
need to be honest about the facts.
The editor's question is this: "But is
the Church of the Brethren the peace

2010TOURS

EXPLORE the WORLD of PAUL
with TOM YODER NEUFELD (Moy 4-20)

ENGLAND and SCOTLAND
with Dberammergau (July 13 • August 4)
FAITH LUTHERAN HOLY LAND TOUR
with Oberammergau (September 5-16)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE Ill with PAUL ZEHR
and Oberammergau (September 5-18)
FALL ALASKA TOUR CRUISE (September 6-18)
THE ROAD lo JERUSALEM (Israel/Palestine)
will Oberammergau (September 11 -12)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE IV
with Oberommergou (September 16-29)
TM MYSTERY TOUR (Octobor 15-23)

LEGENDARY RHINE
ond MOSELLE RIVER CRUISE (Moy 11-14)
ALASKA CRUISE TOUR I (June 6-18)
ICELAND COutHRYJOUR (June 14 -23)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE with JOHN RUTH (June 23 · July 6)
MENNOIIITE STORY in POLAND (August 9-17)
ALASKA CRUISE TOUR II (September 6-18)
VISIT UKRAINE with EDGAR STOESZ (September 19-26)
A PILGRIMAGE lo PORTUGAL (September 20-30)
EXPERIENCE IRELAND
with the LEDERACHS (September 22 • October 3)
FROM NAZARETH to ROME (November 10-20)
MEDA EGYPT (November 16-27)

2011 TOURS

2012TOURS

THE AMAZON RAIN FOREST
ond the GALAPAGOS ISLANDS (January 5-16)
JAMAICA • ITS PEOPLE, NATURAL BEAUTY
and FRUITS (January 28 · February 6)
CHURCHES and SAFARIS in KENYA
ond TANZANIA !February 23 · Morch 5)
VISITMEXICO and its COPPER CANYON (Morch 4-13)
EXPLORE SOUTH AMERICA (Morch 20 • April 2)
MEDA in MOROCCO (Morch 25 · April 5)
ISRAEI/PALESTINE with PASTOR JAMIE GERBER (April 27 · Moy 6)

AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND (February 3-23)
FOLLOWING the STEPS of MOSES (April 16-27)

"Building bridges among Mennonites and other Christians and faiths around the world through custom-designed travel. "

CALL 1-800-565-045 1
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR
E-MAIL: office@tourmoginotion.com
wrn: www.tourmogination.com
9 Willow Street, Waterloo, ON N2J lV6 Canada

Reg. #50014322

2308 Wood Street, Lancaster, PA 17603 USA

• Intercultural Ministries • New Church Development • Older Adult llinistry • Spiritual Life and Discipleship •

~
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The mission and ministry of

f Congregational Life Ministries j....
("')

~

~

Congregational Life Ministries is shaping vital congregations which, in turn,
are growing disciples. Through collaborative and richly interconnected approaches
to our work, we are cultivating partnerships that nurture holistic healthfulness
throughout the Church of the Brethren. We are eager to work with
you to develop church leadership as we continue the
work of Jesus, peacefully, simply, together.

_JL

1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin, IL 60120 • 800-323-8039 • www.brethren.org
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CLASSIFIEDADS
Enjoy the sun, water and friends at Palms
Estates! An active 55+ community we enjoy
walking, worshipping, swimming, fishing and
golfing. Call Rich or Debbie about RV spaces &
homes for sale at 863-655-1909 or visit us at
www.palmsestates.com. A warm Florida greeting
awaits you.

■

Special Sale - Alexander Mack: A Man Who
Rippled the Waters written by Myrna Grove and
illustrated by Mary Jewell - Order directly from the
author. Insightful book about Brethren heritage for
ages nine and up. The 60-page biography about
the first Brethren minister is $20 per copy and
includes shipping cost and two week delivery.
Send your name, address, phone number and any
autograph requests with your check to Myrna
Grove at P.O. Box 801, Bryan, OH 43506.

A Christian Cruise. Join COB Pastor John and
Pastor Linda Stoner as they cruise Canada and
New England aboard the stunning liner Poesia.
This adventure takes place September 28 to
October 8, 2011 and features bus transportation
from Western Pennsylvania. Travel arrangements
from any gateway city are possible as well.
Departure is from New York City and includes Nova
Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Quebec and Rhode
Island. Christian messages, worship and fellowship galore!! Contact: 814-444-8800 or jnljaunts@floodcity.net for details.

PASTORS NEEDED. Congregations in many of the
denomination's 23 districts are in need of strong,
trained Christian leaders who are dedicated to Church
of the Brethren beliefs and practices to serve as pastor. The available placements are both full-time and
part-time and include some associate/second staff
positions. The congregations vary widely in size and
program. A full listing of openings can be found
at www.brethren.org/cong regationalvacancies.
Contact the appropriate district executive or call
the Ministry office at 800-323-8039 .

Let Gather 'Round help your church come
together around the Bible! Gather 'Round:
Hearing and Sharing God's Good News is the Bible
story-based curriculum that connects church and
home. Gather 'Round nurtures children, youth, and
their families in becoming followers of Jesusexploring their faith and putting it into action. Find
sample sessions, Bible outlines, and more at
www.gatherround.org. Order a free preview pack
today by calling Brethren Press 800-441-3712.

For Sale 2/2 updated CBS house on water.
Bass fishing heaven (Lake lstokpoga), boat dock
w/elect, water, & rails, boat lift. New kitchen, many
extras. $230/mo. for lawn mowing, water, sewer,
orchard, heated community pool, etc. $1,097
taxes. $98,975 obo. CoB develop, Palms Estates,
Sebring, Fl. E-mail ruthtrexler@att.net for pictures.
Call 561-641-3084 for more info. This is a "must
see" home as we must sell (near shopping, churches, post office, restaurants, malls & theaters) .
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church it once was?" Let us be candid.
The answer is no, at least not as far as
pacifism is concerned. As Carl Bowman
reports to us in his book Portrait of a
People (2008, Brethren Press), only 25
percent of our members say it is wrong to
fight in any war, and only 18 percent
believe that young people should be
counseled against entering the military.
This is a consistent trend which first
became apparent in WWII, when from 80
to 90 percent of Brethren men who were
drafted accepted service in the military.
For most Brethren today, the subject of
fighting in a war and service in the military is an individual decision that the
church should respect.
If we are to continue our heritage as
peacemakers, we need to set the issue of
pacifism on the back burner and stress
that you don't have to be a pacifist to be a
peacemaker.
That takes us to the exciting thing
about the editorial, which was the suggestion that we should direct our peacemaking ministry to the issue of the increasing
level of violence that seems to pervade our
society. That would be a worthy endeavor
in which pacifists and non-pacifists alike,

liberals and conservatives, should and
could pursue together. If we can do this,
then we may once again stand out in a
way worthy of our forebears, because as
peacemakers we would be leading the
way in bringing the good news of Christ
and a message of nonviolence right
down to the nitty-gritty of the faithlessness and despair of post-modern secular

Please send information to be
included in Turning Points to
Jean Clements, 145 1 Dundee
Ave, Elgin, IL 60120; 800323-8039 ext. 206;
jclements@brethren.org.
Information must be complete
in order to be published.
Information older than one
year cannot be published.

New Members
Bassett, Va.: Bobby Eanes,
Nancy Eanes, Glenn
Compton, Barbara
Compton, Robert Freeman
Chiques, Manheim, Pa.:
Kendra Lefever, Colton
Lefever, Matthew Brandt,
Heather Kniss, Zachry
Swope, Madelyn Wagner,
Katie Farrell
Community of Joy, Salisbury,
Md.: Ken Gresh, Gieta
Gresh, Myca! Gresh,
Wesleigh Gresh, Josh
Layman, Adam Little
Fairview, Cordova, Md.: Mary
Bridge, Joy Kolakowski,
Allie Hutchison, Chad
Harding, Linda Schwarten
Faith Community of the
Brethren Home, New
Ox.ford, Pa.: Stuart Moul,
George Langdon, Lillian
Langdon, Kathryn
Pfaltzgraff, Christine
O'Polka
Heidelberg, Myerstown, Pa.:
Rebecca Bender
Long Green Valley, Glen
Arm, Md.: Robin Burges,
Tony Miller, Lorrie Miller
Maple Grove, New Paris,
Ind.: Aaron Faulkner,
Kelsea Mall
Marsh Creek, Gettysburg, Pa.:
Brock Chronister, Douglas
Dawes, Morgan Orndorff,
Rhaya Ramos, Caleb
Swartz, Matthew K.
Wagner
Memorial, Martinsburg, Pa.:
Brady Nicewonger, Connor
Nicewonger, Derek
Nicewonger, Don Hillegas,
Keith Brumbaugh, Melissa
Brumbaugh, Scott Emerick,

culture. As we work together in such a
much-needed ministry, we may also find
that the differences among us are outweighed by what we have in common. If
we can make peace among ourselves as
we strive to bring it to others who desperately need the gospel, we may serve
as a model for other denominations as a
family of faith which holds one another

Jessica Emerick, Matthew
Snyder, Christine Snyder,
Zane Snyder
North Webster, Ind.: Joe
Barrett, Elsie Barrett,
Laymon Chesney, Renita
Chesney
Poplar Ridge, Defiance, Ohio:
Tiana Page Bishop
Quakertown, Pa.: Kale
Donnelly, Keith Donnelly,
Niko Balkit, Travis Shearer
Roxbury, Johnstown, Pa.:
Carol Aiuppi
Scalp Level, Windber, Pa.:
Ashley Becker, Jessica May,
Bill Creager, Tom McKee,
Lori McKee, Mark
Murchie, Ashley Murchie,
Pam Stossel, Kaitlyn
Walker, John Seibert, Barb
Seibert, Don Weaver, Alexis
Adamczyk, Terra Holsopple

Wedding
Anniversaries
Bloss , William a nd Lois,
Uniontown, Ohio, 60
Faus, Glen and Sheryl,
Manheim, Pa., 50
Jarrels, John and Helen,
Harrisonburg, Va ., 55
Jones, Richard and Yvonne,
Westminster, Md., 55
Landes, Olen and Alice,
Harrisonburg, Va., 73
Landrum, Richard and
Myrna, Huntingdon, Pa.,
50
Ledgerwood, Olin and Helen,
Uniontown, Ohio, 60
Lowe, Clarence and Joyce,
Mount Joy, Pa., 50
Luty, Jack and Dorothy,
Quincy, Pa., 70
Miller, Melvin and Hilda,
Harrisonburg, Va., 72
Nissley, Jay and Mildred,
Manheim, Pa., 55
Rice, Joe and Betty,
Charlottesville, Va., 55
Smith, Llewellyn and Mary,
Waynesboro, Pa., 60
Wilhelm, Herb and Doris,
Pasadena, Calif., 60
Yeazell, Gene and Carol,
Arden, N.C. , 50

Deaths
Alred, Robert D., 83,
Middleburg, Fla. , April 8
Barghahn, June E ., 87,
Goshen, Ind., May 5
Bird, Lena M., 93, New
Oxford, Pa., May 1
Boitnott, Russell T homas, 90,
Rocky Mount, Va., Feb. 25
Bosserman, Geraldine Mae,
89, Marquette Heights, Ill.,
April 22
Brown, Louise Catherine, 86,
Union Bridge, Md., May 16
Buckwalter, David E. , 87,
Lititz, Pa., April 26
Chesney, Kay Edna, 68,
McVeytown, Pa., April 23
Clark, Hubert W , 89,
Danville, Va. , Feb. 9
Crum, Ha nna L. , 83,
Johnstown , Pa., May 5
Deamer, Virginia R., 83,
Burnham, Pa., March 30
Dombach , Albert, 91 , Leola,
Pa., Aug. 3, 2009
Ellwood, James Franklin, 72,
Merriam, Kan ., May 2
Elms, Richard Allan, 73,
Parsons, W.Va., Feb. 13
Funderwhite, Russell P., Sr.,
78, Royersford, Pa., March
26
Gandy, Ted E. , 92, Battle
Creek, Mich ., March 9
Gomis, Paul, 82, Des Moines,
Iowa, April 29
Grim, Vernon, 93, Bryan,
Ohio, Apri l 30
Henry, Miriam, 90, Lancaster,
Pa., Feb. 15
Herb, Charlotte R., 84, New
Oxford, Pa., April 28
Hoffman, Floyd, 89, Windber,
Pa., Oct. 30
Holsopple, Elvin L., 89,
Somerset, Pa., March 27
Hostetler, LaVerne, 89,
Windber, Pa., April 22
Houts, Martha Ann, 80,
Bridgewater, Va., April 2
Howard, Jacqueline L. , 81 ,
Johnstown, Pa., May 4
Kline, Ruth Z., 86, New
Oxford, Pa., Jan . 11
Koogler, Grace Louise, 98,
Beavercreek, Ohio, May 6
Kopf, Richard G., 82, Eaton,

in love and fellowship in spite of diversity. Who knows what that may mean?
Let us not mourn the past, but
instead move forward with a new vision
for proactive peacemaking. After all,
"peacemakers who sow peace raise a
harvest of righteousness" (James 3:18).
Jeffrey D. Scott
Westminster (Md.) Church of the Brethren

Ohio, April 29
Kurtz, Willis E., 89, Hartville,
Ohio, Feb. 19
Leese, Dolly, 76, Westminster,
Md ., Jan. 31
Longenecker, fames Edward,
52, LaBelle, Fla., April 28
Ludy, Esther L., 79, Arcanum,
Ohio, March 5
McKinney, Dorothy
Strawsburg, 69,
Manchester, Md. , March 7
Miller, Esther, 88, Carlisle,
Pa., Jan. 5
Miller, Luella Z. , 95,
Windber, Pa., Jan . 1
Monte!, Ernest Harold, 87,
Vandalia, Ohio, April 19
Morris, Hel en Marie, 101 ,
Greenville, Ohio, April 27
Musser, Mildred Eleanor, 91,
Columbia, Pa., March 27
Oswald, Cora C., 90,
Hartville, Ohio, March 28
Rainey, Osborne, 91,
Huntingdon , Pa., March I
Rhodes, Robert Lee, 64,
Palmyra, Pa., March 30
Rhoades , Ruth, I 03 ,
Columbus, Ohio, Jan. 24
Robertson, Ruth E., 91 ,
Palmyra, Pa., March 23
Rose, Virgil Lynn, 92,
Brethren, Mich., Jan. 30
Rowley, Winifred, 73,
Hillsdale, Pa. , Jan. 25
Saunders, Marilyn Joan, 81,
Martinsburg, W.Va., March
26
Schimpf, Herbert E., 86, East
Palatka, Fla., May 12
Schlechter, Walter Edwin, Jr.,
77, Dandridge, Tenn., April
26
Shaner, Chester L., 93,
Martinsburg, Pa., July 14,
2009
Shively, Dorothy L., 88,
Peoria, Ill. , March 5
Shively, Marvin U., 92,
Peoria, Ill., March 19
Shoemaker, W. Warren, 86,
Piqua, Ohio, April 18
Shoup, Viva Irene, 99, Polk,
Ohio, May 18
Shull, Lois Irene, 92, North
Manchester, lnd., April 7
Spencer, William B., 87,
Somerset, Pa., March 16

Staub, Donald James, 89,
Westminster, Md ., Feb. 20
Strang, Phyllis )., 83,
Nappanee, Ind., May 1
Sullenberger, Frank E., 87,
Tucson, Ariz., Dec. 11
Swoveland, Nellie I., 87,
Goshen, Ind. , Feb. 18
Teeter, Martha S ., 98.
Martin sburg, Pa., Oct. 13
Timmons, Harold D., 82,
Prairie City, Iowa, April 6
Trout, Harriet G. , 93, New
Oxford, Pa., March 19
Tucker, Lucille E. , 87,
Trotwood, Oh io, April 23
Umble, Earl L. , 84, Lancaster,
Pa., March 3
Wareham , Harold A., 70,
Roaring Spring, Pa., Aug.
10, 2009
Warren, Helen V, 83, Kansas
City, Kan ., April 8
Weaver, Lee A., 94,
Davidsville, Pa., May 2
Wenger, Dorothy Irene, 90,
Fayetteville, Pa., March 11
White, Catherine A., 81 ,
Mechanicsburg, Pa., March
26
Wineland, Harold E., 95,
Martinsburg, Pa., April 25
Wyan, Naomi F., 90,
Greenville, Ohio, May 7
Yoder, Muriel K., 86, Goshen,
Ind. , April 25

Licensings
Haranzo, Angella Faye, Virlina
Dist. (Troutville, Va .), May 2
Seese, Mark, W. Marva Dist.
(Shady Grove, Bruceton
Mills, WVa.} , April 25

Placements
Abe, Stephen E., pastor, Mi ll
Creek, Tryon, N.C., May 1
Messler, Amy Faith, from pastor of witness to pastor,
Waynesboro, Pa., May 1 7
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What would Huck do?

H

ayley stood in front of the congregation next to
her dad as pastor J anet asked a few questions
about the step she was about to make. Behind them, the
baptistry was filled with tepid water, awaiting her immersion.
Janet asked Hayley what she liked most about our church.
"I like that it accepts everyone," she said.
Wait a minute. What did she say?
It accepts everyone? She got that
from attending our church?
But hold on. This girl is only 14.
How much can she really know about
the gospel? After all, there are certain
rules we have to follow. Certain standa rds to uphold. Certain laws that
you just can't get around.
"Thou shalt not steal," for
instance.
A young boy struggled with his
conscience over this very law as he
floated down the Mississippi River on
a raft with some stolen property. Huck Finn had helped his
friend, a slave named Jim, escape, and the two of them
were on their way down the river when Huck had an attack
of conscience. Here was this man, he mused, "which I had
as good as helped to run away, coming right out flat-footed

Maybe Hayley didn't get started right when she was little.
Maybe she didn't know any better, being raised in this
church. Because, surely, we're not supposed to accept
everybody. A review of our 1983 Annual Conference statement on human sexuality makes it clear that not everyone is
entitled to a seat at the table. Or a booth at Conference.
Maybe we, as a denomination, are a little like Huck.
Today we are amazed that people once thought slavery was
acceptable. The thought of excluding individuals from the
table because of their race-something over which they
have no control-is unfathomable. And yet, review the notes
from our denominational machinations over the years, and
we look a lot like Huck, still struggling over wanting to do
the right thing (adhere to policy statements), yet plagued by
another nagging part of our conscience that tells us that
excluding someone for any reason simply feels wrong.
lnclusivity was discussed again at the 2009 San Diego
Annual Conference, and it is on the agenda in Pittsburgh.
Why do we keep bringing this up? some asked. The church
made its statement in 1983. Let it be. (Someone once said,
addressing church leaders of the day, if they tried to silence
the people, the stones themselves would cry out).
We once were a church on the cutting edge of social
issues. Are we still?
"In the past, we in the Church of the Brethren have taken

MAYBE WE, AS A DENOMINATION, ARE A LITTLE LIKE HUCK .... STRUGGLING
OVER WANTING TO DO THE RIGHT THING (ADHERE TO POLICY STATEMENTS), YET
PLAGUED BY ANOTHER NAGGING PART OF OUR CONSCIENCE THAT TELLS US THAT
EXCLUDING SOMEONE FOR ANY REASON SIMPLY FEELS WRONG.

and saying he would steal his children-children that
belonged to a man I didn't even know; a man that hadn't
ever done me no harm."
Out there on the river, Huck came close to turning Jim in
because he knew it was the right thing to do·. It was the law.
But when he realized what that would mean for Jim, he lost his
nerve. " I knowed ve ry well I had done wrong, and I see it
warn't no use for me to try to learn to do right; a body that
don't get started right when he's little, ain't got no show-when
the pinch comes there ain't nothing to back him up and keep
him to his work, and so he gets beat. Then I thought a minute,
and says to myself, hold on, - s'pose you'd a done right and
give Jim up; would you felt better than what you do now? No,
says I, I'd feel bad-I'd feel just the same way I do now."

the lead on freeing slaves, supporting civil rights, encouraging women in leadership, and seeking peace at all levels,"
says Ralph McFadden, former Church of the Brethren pastor
and executive, and author of the just-released book For Life
is a Journey (Trafford Publishing). "We are strong in supporting environmental concerns. We have acknowledged and
have tried to work at domestic violence and sexual., physical
and mental abuse. The list goes on. The pattern has not held
when it comes to the humanity of persons who happen, by
God's grace, to be lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender."
"I like that [our church) accepts everyone."
Does it really? It's flattering to hear someone say that
about us. But what does a 14-year-old know? Maybe more
than we imagine.-Ed . ~

COMING IN SEPTEMBER: Coverage of the 2010 Annual Conference in Pittsburgh, writing as ministry, Bible
study on wisdom, media review, reflections, and more.
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when you use CoBCU to buy from Enterprise car sales you'll receive
• No-Haggle pricing.
• 0.5 percent off our current loan rates.1

• Kelley® Blue Book Trade-in value of your vehicle plus $500 during the "$izzLins $1,\mmer Event~

2

Great rates you want. Brethren values you trust.
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

CREDIT UNION
888-832-1383 • www.cobcu.org

Learn more by visiting www.cobcu.org and clicking on the "Enterprise" logo.
1. 0.5 percent loan discount valid when vehicle purchased from Enterprise Car Sales for loan amounts of $10,000 or more. Approval and rate subject to credit score.
2. Trade-in values obtained from© 2010 Kelley Blue Book Co.'s website KBB.com. Blue Book Trade-in Value is based on accurate condition rating and milea~e of veh icle. Accurately appraising the condition of the vehicle is an important aspect of determining its Blue Book
Trade-in Value. If a Blue Book Trade-in value is not available for your vehicle, Enterprise will provide a fair and competitive value for customer's vehicle. Additional Trade-in value of $500 is not available on vehicles without a Blue Book Trade-in Value or ii an Enterprise Car
Sales vehicle is not purchased. Customer is responsible to any extent vehicle pay-off exceeds Enterprise offer. Customer must provide required proof of ownership/registration and au other necessary paperwork to transfer title.
~estrictions apply. For details, see an Enterprise Car Sales Manager. Offer void where prohibited. Offer valid now through 7/31 /10. Prices valid now through 7/31/10 and do not include tax, title, tags, governmental fees, any emissions testing charges, and any finance charges
(If applicable). Unless otherwise stated separately, price does not include processing, administrative, closing or other similar fees of $149 or less. Used vehicles previously part of Enterprise short-term rental and lease fleet or purchase by Enterprise from other sources
including auto auctions, with previous use possibly short-term rental, lease or other. The ·e~ logo, Enterprise, and ~Haggle-free buying. Worry-free ownership." are trademarks of Enterprise Holdings, lnc. © 2010 Enterprise Car Sales. Combined offer good through July 31 , 201 a.

ACCESSIBLE. CONCISE.
BRETHREN.
A Dunker Guide to the Bible
A Dunker Guide to the Bible is an accessible,
nuts-and-bolts approach to the Bible that covers
Genesis thru Revelation . Drawing from the best
and the brightest Church of the Brethren biblical
teachers, this guide is the perfect tool for building
a basic understanding of the Bible.

1651 .............................. $15.95

A Dunker Guide to Brethren History
With an emphasis on personal story rather than a
general recounting of history, A Dunker Guide to
Brethren History is a relational approach to Brethren history. Chronicling the lives of over a dozen
men and women, this guide offers a unique perspective into the lives of the people who shaped
Church of the Brethren history and teaches us to
be more attentive to our own story.

1652 ............ .... .............. $12.95
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www.brethrenpress.com
800-441-3712

