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HOW TO REACH US
Te
1 building formerly known as the Sears Tower has a new feature-a

I:

io of glass boxes that protrude from the Skydeck. The brave can step onto The

Ledge and see what it's like to be suspended 103 floors in the air. It's not easy to take
the first step. There's a tendency to shuffle slowly into the box, the way one might
creep onto a swaying bridge suspended over a chasm.
In some ways the world_of social media and new technology is like that. Change is so rapid that an understandable
response is paralysis. When you can't see what you're standing on, you might have sweaty palms.
Last year the number of unique visitors to YouTube,
Facebook, and MySpace collectively was 250 million every
month, and none of these three websites existed seven years
ago. If Facebook were a country, it would be the third largest
country in the world .
One might think "Go ye into all the world" means traveling
where a passport is required. But today there are new places
being invented every day, and they transcend geography. The
percentage of Americans who use the Internet has now reached 80 percent, according
to a study by the Center for the Digital Future (www.digitalcenter.org). This study, carried out by the University of Southern California's Annen berg School for
Communications, has been measuring media use for 15 years.
In an address last month to religious communicators, Digital Center director
Jeffrey Cole gave a fast-paced summary of trends identified from these years of
research. Here are some of his descriptions of the lives of young people ages 12 to 24:
They will never read a newspaper. They will never own a landline (and maybe not
a watch) . They will not watch TV on someone else's schedule. They trust unknown
peers more than experts. They have little interest in the source of information, and
most information is aggregated . They will soon access everything on mobile devices
(which is already true in most other countries). They think e-mail is for their parents.
They want to be heard (as evidenced by all that user-generated content.)
Digging into these trends is fascinating. But what is especially meaningful for the
church is that community is at the center of the Internet experience. People are sharing the stuff of their lives-their fleeting "likes," their ratings of ratings, their small
talk, and their big thoughts.
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What does all this mean? No, you don't necessarily have to rush out and join
Facebook. But we do need to pay attention. We are witnessing a fundamental change
in the way people communicate.
Btw, it turns out that the ledge isn't as intimidating after the first step off the side
of the skyscraper. If it's too nerve-wracking to look down, look forward. And up.
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Sarah's quilt' sews up a blessing

Youth group member decides to aid disaster relief
Little Swatara Church of the Brethren (Bethel, Pa.) member Sarah Wise is already an
accomplished musician. She plays the piano, saxophone, clarinet, and hand bells,
sings in the church choir, and is a member of the Tulpehocken Junior/Senior High
School Show Choir.
She now can add seamstress and quilter to her list of accomplishments.
When Sarah chose her senior project for graduation from high school, she wanted
to do something that would make an impact by helping others. She had never really
sewn before, but she decided to make a quilt and donate it to the Brethren Disaster
Relief Auction sponsored by Atlantic Northeast and Southern Pennsylvania districts.
First encouraged to attend a workcamp by the enthusiasm of the Little Swatara
youth group, Sarah now has participated in three workcamps and has seen firsthand
the difference disaster relief efforts make in people's lives. Her hard work paid off
when her quilt sold not once, but twice, netting a total of $4,200 for disaster relief.
The winning bid was $2,200, but the buyer immediately put Sarah's quilt back up for
sale to boost the charitable donation. Her parents, John and Jamie Wise, then paid
$2,000 to take their daughter's first quilt home to
Bethel Township.
The pinwheel quilt of varying shades and
Sarah Wise raised far
more than she ever
patterns of green consists of more than 1,200
expected when she
pieces of fabric. Sarah started the project in
decided to sew a quilt
June 2009, and worked about 25 hours a
to benefit disaster
week through September, giving up time
relief efforts.
with her closely knit family.
She thought the quilt would go for
about $500. Sarah said she was
excited and ready to cry at the
end result. "I didn't expect it to
go that well at all," she said.
She plans to attend
Lebanon Valley
College in nearby
Annville this fall to
study for a doctor of
physical therapy
degree. With her
Christian love and
desire to serve others,
Sarah is and will be a
blessing to many.
-Jean Myers
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Southeast Danville (Va.) First
Church of the Brethren has changed
its name to Schoolfield Church of the
Brethren . .. . Virlina held its annual
"Awakening Services" March 21-24 at
Williamson Road Church of the
Brethren in Roanoke .... West Marva's
district Bible study took place March 21
at Maple Spring Church of the Brethren
(Eglon, W.Va.) . .. . Camp Bethel
(Fincastle, Va.) held its annual Sounds
of the Mountains Festival April 16-17.

Midwest Church planter Samuel
Sarpiya of Rockford, 111., spoke at a dinner fundraiser April 11 at Springfield
(Ill.) First Church of the Brethren ... . Eel
River Community Church of the
Brethren (Silver Lake, Ind.) hosts an
open house for departing South/Central
Indiana District executive Allen Kahler
on May 2 .... Southern Ohio will hold
its annual district women's retreat Sept.
17-19 at Woodland Altars (Peebles,
Ohio) with the theme "Come to the
Banquet," led by Wendy Matheny.

Ozarks/Plains Ivester Church of the
Brethren (Grundy Center, Iowa) helped
to sponsor a Foods Resource Bank benefit concert featuring musician Michael
Card April 18 at a high school in
Conrad . .. . First Central Church of the
Brethren (Kansas City, Kan.) hosted a
workshop titled "Stepping Into the
Jordan .. . Crossing Boundaries:
Building New Connections in Our
Communities" on April 17, featuring
Duane Grady as guest leader.

West The "Brethren Voices" television

~ W e have lost our
building, but not our
memories and not our
love for God."
-from a letter by Shiloh Church of th e Brethren (Kasson, W.Va.).
whose building burned in January. The congregation is now
worki ng on rebuilding plans with much community support.

the Brethren (Loganville, Pa.) is assisting
a project in nearby York that has converted two abandoned lots into gardens that
grow vegetables for local charities . . . .
Chambersburg (Pa.) Church of the
Brethren in January began a weekly radio
broadcast on WCHA-AM 800, highlighting
the previous Sunday's service .... A group
of 13 from Western Pennsylvania traveled
to Puerto Rico this past winter for a missions workcamp . . . . Newville (Pa.) Church
of the Brethren hosted a district all-music
night on March 7.

Number of years the Gather 'Round curricu lum
has been published by Brethren Press. It starts
a new four-year cycle through the Bible this fal l.

program of Portland (Ore.) Peace
Church of the Brethren in April featured
an interview with 2010 Annual
Conference moderator Shawn Flory
Replogle .... Camp Peaceful Pines
(Dardanelle, Calif.) held a barbecue/ picnic fund raiser and silent auction April
10 at Modesto Church of the Brethren.
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Lancaster youth sponsor
events to combat slavery
After some youth from Lancaster (Pa.)
Church of the Brethren attended the
2009 Church of the Brethren Christian
Citizenship Seminar, which focused on
modern-day slavery, they decided to
take action back at home.
Part of their work has been a
fundraiser for the organization Free
the Slaves. Youth have been selling
T-shirts for $15; the black shirts have
the Free the Slaves logo on the front
and the website on the back.
They have also been working at
awareness in other ways, including an
exhibit in February titled "Behind
Closed Doors." The exhibit, which
highlights the various ways that
human trafficking is occurring globally,
was available for six days in February.

Family expresses gratitude
for Hammond disaster work
One of several sites where Brethren
Disaster Ministries has been working
is Hammond, Ind., just southeast of
Chicago. The area was affected by
flash flooding in fall 2008.
Project directors Jim and Lois Kime
have had the opportunity to see firsthand the difference the work there is
making, and they received a letter from
the Robert and Linda Leon family, with
the request that their words of thanks
be passed on to the denomination.

They shared the following:
"Our lives changed completely.
Thursday, Sept. 11, was a regu lar
rainy day. Then it rained 24 hours a
day from Thursday to Sunday, and my
family was scared. Saturday we hardly
got any sleep. We live by a creek, and
we were getting so much rain.

"My husband, Robert, spent
Saturday night outside making sure
the sump pumps were working, pumping the water out from our house.
Robert said the pumps couldn't keep
up with the heavy rain.
"Sunday morning it was still raining,
but Robert said, "I'm going to 9:30
a.m. Mass." Robert left
that morning along with
our two young sons, ages
9 and 10. No more than 15
minutes after they left, I
looked out the window
and knew our home was
going to be flooded.
"I called my husband on
his cell phone telling him
to come home soon-it ;

Robert and Linda Leon and
their children expressed deep
gratitude for the help that
Brethren Disaster Ministries
provided in rebuilding their
house following floods in
Hammond, Ind.
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doesn't look good. Robert said, "I need
to stay here and pray." I said OK, but
hurry home after Mass. I went to the corner store to buy large garbage bags, hurried home and told my daughter (age 17)
and son (age 13) to put whatever they
could of their belongings into the
garbage bags. I told them we didn't have
much time. Robert and my two young
sons soon came home, and I told them
exactly the same thing.
"Water started to gush into our yard
very quickly. I told the children to quickly
get into the car, the water is coming in
fast. Robert and I were still in the house;
I was trying to save my memory pictures, and Robert turned off the breakers
in the electrical box in the garage. Justin,
our 9-year-old, came back into the house
to get more of my clothing and things. I
didn't know until he told me a day later
that he left behind his toys to grab some
of my clothing .
"When I came out of the house, the
water was up to my waist, and when
Robert came out, he swam himself to
safety. We stood on the street watching
our home flood. Our daughter and sons
were crying, and Robert was very sad, but
I said to them, 'It's going to be OK. God is
with us, we have each other, everything
else can be replaced, our lives can't.'
"We have been so blessed with all the
volunteers who have worked at our
house. Brethren Disaster Ministries are
our blessing. God sent them to our house
to help us and other families who were
affected from the flood . God has given
these volunteers the strength, health,
love, and tools to rebuild our homes.
"We didn't give up, because my family
and I know something good and positive
is going to come from all this. And it
has-Brethren Disaster Ministries is helping so many families. Thank you all, the
volunteers who came with God in their
hearts and gave us strength to carry on .
You have given my family and others so
much inspiration with all of us loving the
Lord and having so much faith. There is
always a miracle waiting for someone;
we have found our miracle.
"Thanking all of you from the bottom
of our hearts. We will never forget you;
there will always be a touch of your love
and faith in our home. God bless you all.
"Love always, Robert, Linda, Jessica,
Justin, Jacy, and Justis Leon."

REMEMBERED
• Mildred Gri mley of Ephrata (Pa.) Manor died on March 21. She and her late husband, John Grimley, who died on Sept. 17, 1997, served 21 years as Church of the
Breth ren missionaries in Nigeria . She also was the author of several books including
Children of the Bush Country (Brethren Press, 1959) and Mattie Loves All (Brethren
Press, 1985). The f u neral was held on March 27 at Akron (Pa.) Church of the
Brethren.
• Elizabeth "Dianne" Huffman Morningstar, 65, who composed the music of
"For We Are Strangers No More" (No. 322 in Hymnal: A Worship Book), died March
22 at Hershey (Pa.) Medical Center after a 10-year journey with metastatic
melanoma. She was born April 30, 1944, in Timberville, Va. , to Paul H. and Anna
Crist Huffman, who both survive her. As a young adult she served as organ ist at
Timberville (Va.) Chu rch of the Brethren. She earned a degree in music education at
Bridgewater (Va.) College and later entered the American Conservatory of Music in
Chicago and pursued postgraduate study at Westminster Choir College, Princeton,
N.J. She held teaching positions in Illinois and Pennsylvania and was director of the
Bethany Theological Seminary choir. She was a published hymn-writer and church
music clinidan . In 1999 she was honored by the National Association of Performing
Arts Educators as guest clinician and performer at the Winter Choral Festival at
Carnegie Hall. For 27 years she was minister of music at Trinity United Methodist
Ch u rch in New Cumberland, Pa.
• Gene Stoltzfus, 70, passed away on March 10. He was the director of Christian
Peacemaker Teams (CPT)-begun as an initiative of the Historic Peace Churches
including the Church of the Brethren-from its founding in 1988 until 2004.

LANDMARKS & LAURELS
• Lifetime Movie Network premiered the movie Amish Grace on March 28. The
film gives a fictionalized account of the Amish community's response to the Nickel
Mines School shooting in 2006 in Lancaster County, Pa ., and is loosely based on the
book Amish Grace: How Forgiveness Transcended Tragedy by Donald 8. Kraybill,
Steven M . Nolt, and David Weaver-Zercher. A paperback edition of the book was to
be released by Jossey-Bass publishing company in March.
• Lancaster (Pa.) Farming newspaper earlier this year featured the Heifer Global
Village at Shepherd's Spring Outdoor Ministries Center (Sharpsburg, Md.) with
a full-page sp read. The article highlighted the project's work to address issues of
global poverty and hunger. The Shepherd's Spring site is one of four Heifer Global
Villages in the United States. "Having the Heifer name as publicity-we can 't buy
that kind of advertising," project director Annette Lenker said.
• Kay Gaier, pastor of Wabash (Ind.) Church of the Brethren, was chosen to be
part of the 2010 Summer Collegium at Virginia Theological Semina ry. She was
among 25 accepted from about 175 applicants. The project, which supports small
congregations, is funded by the Lilly Endowment Inc. "Making Connections" initiative.
• The Henry Luce Foundat ion has awarded $120,000 to the J ournal of Religion,
Conflict, and Peace-an online publication of the Plowshares peace studies_cooperat ive project of Manchester, Goshen, and Earlham colleges in Indiana .
• The Brethren Press book Grace Goes to Prison sold more than 1,000 in less
tha n five months. The book, by Melanie G. Snyder, tells the true story of Marie
Hamilton and her prison ministry in Pennsylvania.
• The Pinecrest Community (Mount Morris, Ill.) retirement facility recently received
a top five-star overall quality rating from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services. The designation is awarded to only the top 10 percent of nursing homes
nationwide.
• Phil Stone, outgoing president of Bridgewater (Va .) College, received an honorary doctor of human letters degree from Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.) when
he delivered a lecture on his Abraham Lincoln research there on March 15.
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Brethren bloggers
l

posted a bothersome discussion recently with a
cyber-stranger on my blog. I posted it in frustration
over our mean-spirited political climate .
For those who may be unfamiliar with them, let me
explain biogs a little. Biogs represent a social networking
medium that seems to be revolutionizing the world-and it's not
just for teens anymore. Through
biogs, families and friends can
stay connected in real time. People
share stories, moods, videos and
pictures with anyone they choose.
The Church of the Brethren itself
has a Facebook page where cyberBreth ren can get fresh news. Biogs
go deeper. Biogs, short for "web
logs," are online, public web journals where people share their commentaries on anything they wish.
I am not a prolific b logger, but sometimes things get me
so energized that I have to share my perspectives. I posted a
personal dialogue not long ago. I felt the story needed to be
told. It was an attempt at a conversation with a man who is a
different kind of Christian than me. This man believes that
our peace position is both un-American and un-Biblical. He
implied that his politics are the only valid ones for

Most political pundits are also unwilling to have a civil
conversat ion. They, too, just want to yell. The yelling has
stopped forward movement. Jesus said: "A divided kingdom cannot stand ." We, as Brethren, have a lot to offer
our nation right now. Imagine it. What if we could use our
commitment to love, respect, and peace to restart a discussion that moves our nation forward?
We do have a lot to offer. But then, I think about us. I
wonder if it is possible that we also have sunk to the level
of conflict rhetoric used by earthly kingdoms . The part of
the kingdom of God that is called the Church of the
Brethren is engaged in a debate that I fear might threaten
our existence. I wonder, I pray, I hope, I believe that we
will find this third way to have discussions. Can we renew
our desire to discuss human sexuality, and the underlying
issue, the theology of sin atonement, with civility? Can we
try harder to practice that which we embrace as a hallmark
of our identity?
Regardless of our personal positions on the issues, we,
as Brethren, have found that civil dialogue helps us appreciate the sincerity of those who differ with us. I believe
that most of us continue to form our values with personal
integrity through Bible study, honest soul searching,
prayer, experience, and
community.

Christians. I asked him if we could we have a conversation
about the Scripture and Christian values in a kind, respectful,
and sincere manner.
I knew I wouldn't change his mind. My purpose was to ask
him to be nice. But all he wanted to do was to yell.
So I tried to engage him with a story about my correspondence with a Muslim imam right after 9/11. I asked the
imam: "What will it take for there to be peace between Israel
and their Arab neighbors?" He responded that there could
never be peace until one side annihilated the other; the
injustices done are beyond forgiveness. At that point, I disclosed that I was a Christian pastor. I proposed this:
"Consider a third alternative : Jesus hung on the cross and
prayed to God for the forgiveness of the men who had just
murdered Him. Someone has to initiat e peace."
My strategy, asking the Facebook man to consider a
third alternative, backfired. He accused me of heresy and
deleted my cyber access to him.

The temptation to solve our conflicts with destructive
strategies, fear, and anger should not consume us.
Certainly we, as Brethren, can find this third way that
doesn't involve the elimination of one side or the other.
We can find a way to respect the noble and honest reasons
behind our diversity.
If our church can live out its faith internally by a renewed
commitment to give up mere rhetoric and make respect a 1
priority, perhaps God will heal us, and perhaps God will
use us to help heal our land . I wonder if God is waiting on
us to put our own values into practice before using our particular brand of faith to move the mountains of division
threatening our country. Let the imagination of that kind of
future govern the way we address this debate. li!
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Ph il Reynolds is pastor of Bear Cree k Church of the Brethren nea r Dayton, Ohio. His
blog is w w w.revnerd.b logspot.com.
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''Our radicalness
as the people of
God is that \Ne
live as a people
of hope.''
-Josh Brockway, director of spiritual life and discipleship
for the Church of the Brethren, leading a time of theological
reflection for the Mission and Ministry Board in Elgin, Ill.

"In my opinion, our mainline worship tends to
be dull, our music lifeless, our ranks too
dominated by warriors in theologically
insignificant causes, and our openness to new
ideas and new personalities dangerously small."
- religion columnist and church consultant
Tom Ehrich, writing for Religion News Service

"They had more experiences of violence and
hate in their lives than we could imagine. We
told them that Jesus loved them. We told
them that we are called to love one another."
-Jessica Flory-Steury, writing about the experiences of last summer's
Church of the Brethren Youth Peace Travel Team with a junior high camp.

Flory-Steury served on the team along with Bethany Funkhouser, Chelsea
Goss, and Marianne Houff.

"What I love about wilderness survival is that
every time I go out I'm reminded how happy I
am with nothing."

• ACT International and sister
organization ACT Development
have merged to form the ACT
Alliance, which will be one of
the world's largest humanitarian
bodies. The alliance brings
together more than 100 churchbacked relief and development
organizations worldwide, working in 125 countries with a
budget of about $1.5 billion.
• DisciplesWorld magazine,
an award-winning independent
magazine serving the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ)
announced recently that it was
ceasing publication due to
declining revenue and rising
costs.
• The Rev. Dr. Geoff
Tunnicliffe, international director of the World Evangelical
Alliance, and the Rev. Dr. Olav
Fykse Tveit, general secretary
of the World Council of
Churches, met March 3 in
Geneva, Switzerland, to discuss
common concerns around
Christian unity. They affirmed
continued support of the Global
Christian Forum as a platform
for dialogue.
• Herald Press has recently

published the 22nd volume in
the Believers Church Bible
Commentary Series, 7 & 2
Timothy and Titus. The latest
volume, by Paul M. Zehr of
Lancaster, Pa., continues a
cooperative project of six
denominations, including the
Church of the Brethren. For further information, contact
Brethren Press at 800-441-3712.
• The National Campaign
for a Peace Tax Fund held a
lobby day on April 23, focusing
on securing passage of the
Religious Freedom Peace Tax
Fund Bill (HR 2085).
• The Indianapolis Peace
Institute-which started six
years ago as a collaboration of
Manchester College, Goshen
College, and Earlham Collegeannounced in March that it
would discontinue its on-site
student programming as of
March 31, citing challenges
from the economic downturn . The site had focused
on urban service learning and peace-building. The institute's
house has been put
up for sale .

-Logan Woods-Darby of Colorado, sharing about living simply in the outdoors.
He was quoted in a feature interview with Southwest Airlines• Spirit magazine.

JUST FOR FUN: MATCHING
"In life, in events, there's always a momentthere's always a moment within a moment.
And that's what we must capture."
-John White. photographer for the Chicago Sun-Times and presenter
at the 2010 Religion Communication Congress. speaking about
the work of the photojournalist.

"There can be no lasting peace until each
person has the opportunity to participate in
the world's prosperity."
-author Oliver Thomas, reflecting in a USA Today column about new
emphases for mainline Protestant churches

"Hunger is as much a spiritual issue as it is a
physical one, and overcoming food insecurity
is a challenge that requires both personal and
corporate change ."

IT'S IN THERE How well do you know the Bible? Match the book of
the Bible on the left with the well -known story that can be found in
that book, on the right. Answers are printed below.
1. Gen esis

a. The valley of dry bones

2. Exodus

b. Marching around walls of Jericho

3. Joshua

c. The kings bearing gifts visit JeSlJS

4. Judges

d. Rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem

5. Nehemiah

e. The conversion on the Damascus Road

6. Ezekiel

f . Noah's Ark

7. Daniel

g. The four horsemen

8. Matthew

h. Parting of the Red Sea

9. Acts

i. The fiery furnace

10. Revelation

j. Samson and Delilah

-Kirk Harris. program associate at the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC)
United Nations Liaison Office, writing in MCC's Peace Office newsletter
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BY SHARING OUR
READINGS WITH ONE
ANOTHER, AS
HAPPENED IN SAN
DIEGO., WE CAN BEGIN
TO SEE THE BIBLE IN
ITS INTENDED MODE:
READ OUT LOUD
AMONG THE PEOPLE
OF GOD.
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~ o s e Brethren who gathered in San
Diego heard a lot of Scripture. Sure,
we heard the Bible read at times
of worship and occasionally a short verse in
a report. But when it came to discussion
from the floor about human sexuality, the
Bibles came out in force. Those not lined up
at the microphones were privy to a debate
of epic proportions- Jesus invokers on one
side and Paul quoters on the other. No vote
was taken to decide a victor. And at the end
of the week the covers of our Brethren
Bibles still contained the legacy and witness
of Paul and Jesus, as it has for nearly two
thousand years .
Yet, the conflict is not just internal to our
beloved Scriptures. Many writers have heralded the waning authority of the Christian
Scriptures, some with excitement while others with fear. Either way, it is clear that our
contemporary culture views the Bible with a
heavy dose of skepticism. Phyllis Tickle, in
her book The Great Emergence: How
Christianity is Changing and Why; summarizes the events of the 19th and 20 th centuries which have challenged the prime cultural location of the Bible, including the abolition of slavery and the acceptance of
divorce. When the dust settles in the coming
decades, Tickle is convinced that "the
Reformation's understanding of Scripture as
it had been taught by Protestantism for
almost five centuries will be dead" (101).
These are not very comforting words for a

1

tradition which was founded on reading the
Bible and taking its precepts to hea rt.
Confronted by such drastic changes, particularly to our foundational Scriptures,
there are a number of possible responses.
Most however, are just variations on a couple of themes: dig in and ignore the wider
world, or lay aside the ancient book to
search for new sources . Neither way is satisfactory, and neither approach acknowledges
the work of God in the world or in sacred
text. As Christians, we cannot divorce ourselves from the Bible anymore than God
could dismiss the church. It is our gift from
our Creator. At the same time, we cannot
bury our heads in the shifting sands of the
world. That would equally ignore the movements and actions of the ve ry God who
breathes life into all of creation .
So then, what are we as the church to do
with a sacred book which seems to und ermine itself in its diversity, while at the same
time a skeptical world picks away at its credibility. Saint Augustine gives us a simple
answer in his classic Confessions: "Take and
read." In the midst of his own personal time
of crisis, the ancient theologian sat by a tree
in his courtyard and recalled hearing the
voice of a child just outside the garden wall.
This voice of providence seemed to direct
him to the Christian Scriptures. The rest, as
they say, is history.
Yet, Augustine's maxim of "take and

read" must be too vague, or at least goes
unheard by many of our members. In the
church of the Brethren's 300 th anniversary
survey, respondents were asked how often
they read Scripture at home. Not even half
(44%) stated they read at least once outside
of worship during the week (Portrait of a
People, 19). Even more striking is that only
29% said they read the Bible a few times a
year. We could venture a guess as to why
these numbers are weighted on the opposite

SURE, WE HEARD

ends of the frequency spectrum: available
time in th e week, strong theological commitments, or even mistrust of an ancient text.
My sense is t hat the low and high frequencies of reading Scripture, as well as the
undermin ing of scriptural authority, are the
results of common misunderstandings. That
is simply to say that no matter the perspective, certa i n conceptions about the Bible
inform any approach to the text. Three
things stand out as people speak or write
about Scripture. First, some speak as if the
Bible has authority outside the church. This
is often connected to the second idea,
which basically treats the book itself as a
kind of talisman that, once found, alters the
individual who simply opens the cover.
Lastly, and extending from the previous, is
the idea that one can be a good Christian
simply by reading the Bible. This last is the
most problematic when reading Scripture
as a solitary event.

IT CAME T O DISCUS-

THE BIBLE READ AT
TIMES OF WORSHIP
AND OCCASIONALLY
A SHORT VERSE IN A
REPORT. BUT WHEN

SION FROM THE
FLOOR ABOUT
HUMAN SEXUALITY,
TH E BIBLES CAME
O UT IN FORCE.
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larger Hebrew story. Regardless of theories
of interpretation, it is clear that the texts
contained within our Bible today were composed and compiled by believers for believers. They wrote to tell the good news of a
God working in the events of the world.
These records, though public for all to read,
were composed for the spiritual well-being
of the people who called on the God of
Abraham and Jacob.

IF WE WANT TO
REALLY READ
SCRIPTURE
TOGETHER, WE
NEED TO READ

Rather than dismantle these conceptions
word by word, it is more important to offer
three more constructive perspectives. First,
the Bible always has been the book of the
people of God. Second, the authority of the
text comes from God's people gathered
around God's book. Last, and most important, reading the Scriptures alone contradicts the very nature of the Bible as a communal text. By framing the Christian
Scriptures in this way, we as the church can
begin to claim the Bible as our own.

IT WITH THE
CONGREGATION
DOWN THE
ROAD, THOSE
SISTERS AND
BROTHERS WHO
LIKELY
DISAGREE.

■
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The church's book
Even before the books of the Bible were
bound together as a single volume, the various texts had a central role in the life of
God's people. For the Hebrew people, the
maintenance of various texts which chronicled their history and contained the narrative of God's actions was of the utmost
importance. The scrolls of the Torah (the
first five books of the Scriptures) were central to both temple and synagogue worship.
As the people spread far beyond the boundaries of Israel proper through both forced
resettlement and economic migration, it
became more and more important to translate these Hebrew texts into a language the
people understood. Hence, by the time of
Jesus, many Hebrews heard their religious
texts in Greek. In fact, many probably had
never heard the ancient language.
For the first Christians, the importance of
texts was maintained, initially by the keeping of these Greek translations of the Torah,
Writings, and Prophets. Soon these texts
were accompanied by letters from important
Christian leaders and narratives of the life of
Jesus. By bringing together the traditional
texts with the new writings, the Christian
communities could speak of the new events
of Christ within the longer context of the

The church gathered around the Bible
It is clear from this brief narrative that, were it
not for the people of God, these texts would
not have been written. Today we have a view
of the Scriptures which assumes that the
texts make the church. The opposite is the
case: The people of God make the text and
maintain its holiness and authority. Since the
days of Martin Luther, communities within
Protestantism have elevated the Bible beyond
its sustaining role within the community of
the faithful. From this perspective, the
Christian Bible sits atop a pyramid, not just
defining belief, but drawing together a group
of readers. Unfortunately, this places these
texts above the God they were written to
recall. Without the church to give voice to the
words on the page, or to proclaim the current
actions of God, the texts have no ability to
speak through the millennia.
Some today would rather the Bible do
the speaking. In the language of the
Scriptures themselves, the Bible would be
the salt of the earth and the city on the hill.
Yet, we know Jesus was not talking about
the Scriptures, but the church. We, the people who have already been touched by the
grace of Christ, are the ones who tell the
world of God. The Bible, in other words, is
merely words on a page absent the people
who gather around the book. This means
that the authority so often sought or lamented actually resides in the community.

Reading scripture together
Since the printing press, however, the Bible
has come to be one book among many.
Combined with the increase of literacy that
accompanied the print revolution, the Bible
became an individual possession. Now, the
Scriptures are no longer chained to a lectern
in a medieval cathedral to be read aloud
among the faithful. Rather, they are con-

cealed on shelves in individual homes,
either collecting dust or read in solitary
silence. Nothing could be further from the
origin and intent of these ancient texts than
for them to be treated as individual possessions, read in silence, and interpreted alone.
Though, as we have seen, these texts were
written to sustain faith, they were not composed for individual piety. Modern
Protestantism continues to fall into the trap
of thinking the individual reader has better
access than a community of readers.
Some may warn, however, that communities do indeed read Scripture together.
Take worship for example. Though this type
of liturgical sharing of the Bible is in line
with the history of the Scriptures, the interpretation is often limited to the pastor. Here
again , the pastor works with the text in the
study, with a few companion texts, isolated
from the wisdom and experiences of the
community outside the office.

Even if a congregation has a regular
Bible study, there is still a key problem.
When we actually read the Bible in community, we usually read it with people just like
us, racially, economically, educationally, and
theologically. If we want to really read
Scripture together, we need to read it with
the congregation down the road, those sisters and brothe rs who likely disagree.
Therein lies the hope of renewed scriptural authority, and the greatest opportun ity
for our Annual Conference. Rather than
entrench our Scriptures in protective measures or theological gymnastics, we can open
texts to one another. By sharing our re adings with one another, as happened in San
Diego, we can begin to see the Bible in its
intended mode: read out loud among the
people of God. li!
Joshua Brockw ay is director of spiritual life and discipleship for
the Church of the Breth ren.

Ecumenical Opportunities at the 2010 Annual Conference
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Ecumenical Luncheon
Tu esday, July 6 at 12:00 Noon

Christian Community Across the Ocean
Archbishop Vicken Aykazian, Diocesan Legate and Ecumenical Director for
the Eastern Diocese of the Armen ian Church of America, and immediate past
President of the National Council of Churches of Christ (NCC) in the USA.
Archb ishop Aykazian will speak about the Armenian genocide of 1915, and
will share his perspective on the Church of the Brethren's response - the
denomination's first major disaster relief effort.

Purchase tickets online at www.cobannualconference.org, or at the meal ticket table at Annual Conference.

Insight Session
Tuesday, July 6 at 9:00 p.m.

What Is a Christian Response to the Persecution of Christians?
Led by Dr. Robert Johansen, Senior Fellow, Professor of Political Science, and Director of Doctoral
Studies at the University of Notre Dame's Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies.
Archbishop Aykazian, guest speaker for the Ecumenical Luncheon, will also be present at this Insight
Session to engage in dialogue. 0.1 CEU Available
Sponsored by the Committee on lnterchurch
Relations, the Office of the General Secretary,
and Brethren Disaster Ministries
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..•WHY NOT
INDULGE THE
IMPASSIONED
LITTLE MAN,
BRUMBAUGH
MUST HAVE
THOUGHT, IF HE
WAS WILLING TO
DO IT ANYWAY,
THAT IS TO SAY,
FOR FREE?
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e small man hobbling down Mifflin
treet in Huntingdon, Pa., on New
ear's Day, 1876, certainly didn't look like a
9th century Dunker. He wore no beard,
had plenty of buttons, and probably was sporting the alpaca coat he reserved for important
meetings like the one he was going to, even if
no one had invited him or even knew he was
coming.
Whatever may be said about Jacob Martin
Zuck, one thing was certain: he was different very different.
Zuck, then 28, headed, uninvited and unannounced, to the 14th and Washington Street
home of John Brumbaugh to pitch the idea of
starting a college. Now. That particular dream
had been bandied about for years by
Brumbaugh's brother, Henry, older cousin, Dr.
A.B. Brumbaugh, and another reformist stalwart, James Quinter. But the timing was terrible, the problems insuperable. Of the 18 academies and normals (teacher training colleges)
started by the Brethren since the Civil War,
every one had collapsed . After the Panic of
1873, the country remained in the clutch of a
major depression, with widespread bankruptcy
and massive unemployment. Brumbaugh, who

knew and admired Zuck, would later describe
his idea of launching a college as "an absurd
proposition."
Then, of course, there was the strange
aspect of Zuck himself: He said he was
Brethren but had no beard; and if his deformed
hip be overlooked, John Brumbaugh, who
knew him from their time together as students
at the Millersville State Normal School (186870), must have also known about the rumors of
his depression and nervous breakdowns. Zuck
was, in the freighted term of his age, "frail."
But why not indulge the impassioned little
man, Brumbaugh must have thought, if he was
willing to do it anyway, that is to say, for free?
Brumbaugh offered to advance him six months
of room and board. There was some empty
space on the second floor of the "Pilgrim," the
Brumbaugh brothers' building. So, why not?
In terms of what later happened, it is worth
describing the forbidding context in which this
venture was being attempted. The German
Baptist Brethren, while generally tolerant and
humane on most subjects, traditionally
abhorred higher education which they equated
with pride, social division, and the production
(as in Germany, whence they hailed) of an arro-

Reprinte d from the book History of Juniata Valley

gant and overreaching clergy. Quinter and the
Brumbaughs had argued the case for colleges
(as had Zuck) in two Brethren monthlies that
they edited and published, the Pilgrim and the
Gospel Visitor, to no avail. (The backlash over
higher education was serious enough to split
the Dunkers apart in 1881 .) By 1876, when Zuck
showed up, they were deeply discouraged,
going nowhere.
As Quinter and the Brumbaughs warmed to
the idea after Zuck's visit, the irrepressible
school principal began sending them missives
that were to prove enormously formative.
Women would be admitted as students and
hired as faculty. The normal college would be
Brethren but "non-sectarian," another absurdly
radical stance inconsistent with every private
American college founded between the Civil
War and 1880. How could you raise the money,
hire teachers, bring in students, find them
work, and , when times got tough, not have an
established series of loyal congregations to
look to? But this was, in fact, what Zuck was
proposing and the older men were, at least initially, acquiescing to . "I feel sure we need a
school, and if you brethren go in sympathy and
will stand by my work, I am willing to try it,"
Zuck wrote .
Arriving in April four days before classes
were to begin, Zuck found that instead of having 10 to 15 students, as he had been told, he
had only three. John Brumbaugh, at the end of
the first day, expressed his regrets.
"I'm not scared," Zuck replied. "And if
these pupils leave, I will go out and compel
others to come in."
It turned out that he didn 't have to. For if
there was one thing Jacob Zuck could do, it
was light up a room when he taught. The
Normal College soon evidenced an abnormal
curriculum drilled into the students with Zuck's
headlong style . It wasn't just the range of subjects (six) that he taught them, but their depth.
"The Human Form Divine" (anatomy) required
illustration from memory. In "Mental Science"
(psychology), Zuck's lesson plan showed that
they we re studying the unconscious (even
though this did not become academically
respectable in America until 20 years later).
Outside of anatomy, Zuck's favorite course was
drawing (he himself was a brilliant illustrator).
The "Literary Society" he insisted on forming
was the avenue by which his three students -

and especially his "Dunker belles" - could
learn to declaim and debate on the controversial subjects of the day.
Huntingdon Normal (renamed the next year,
Brethren's Normal) promised students in print
that it was dedicated to educate everyone
"regardless of creed, sex or social distinctions."
If this were not sufficiently repugnant to
Victorian ideas about race, class, and religion in
America, Zuck set forth in the first catalogue
that there was "no spy or police system" at BN.
Professors (thereby projecting himself in the
plural) were "personal friends" of students.
They would work with them, not "watch over
them." It is difficult for us to appreciate how
incendiary such a posture was to both the elite
and popular idea of colleges as authoritarian
institutions dedicated to the preservation of virginity, temperance and a great raft of controlling paternalisms.
To us, Zuck might seem clairvoyant- 100
years ahead of his time - but his papers seem
to reveal just the opposite: He was instead
more than a century behind his time, a living
and breathing avatar of Pietism. What must
have stunned 19th century Pennsylvania had, in
fact, a solid, if largely buried, theological base
among the Brethren - Pietism, "the religion of
the heart, not the head. " As Dr. Carl F. Bowman
has noted, Brethren theologians of the 1960s
liked to conclude that Anabaptism and Pietism
had formed a concurrent. Bowman calls them
instead a "cross-current." The distinction is significant if one is to understand Zuck.
Pietism , which first washed over the
Lutherans in the 1680s, soon produced a more
radical movement that stressed individual ethical purity, inward devotion, charity, and asceticism . The avenue was a questing mysticism. By
the 1740s, Brethren on both sides of the
Atlantic were searching for ways to break down
barriers between men and women and
between Jews and Gentiles in order to "feel the
effects of grace." It was straight-on theosophy
that simultaneously enriched and organization ally endangered the Dunkers. The word "nonsectarian" that Zuck insisted on mentioning in
every early document about what would
become known eventually as Juniata College
was, in fact, a core concept of Pietism
(unparteisch, or impartial, non-partisan). To
"break down walls," one had first to embrace
wiederbringung (restoration) in which every-

BRUMBAUGH,
WHO KNEW AND
ADMIRED ZUCK,
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DESCRIBE HIS IDEA
OF LAUNCHING A
COLLEGE AS
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PROPOSITION. 11
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EMMERT AND
OTHERS BEGGED
HIM TO MOVE OUT,
OR AT LEAST PUT A
HEATER IN HIS
ROOM.BUT HE
REFUSED. "HE
RESOLUTELY DENIED
ALL EXTRA
ATTENTION ON THE
GROUND THAT HE
WOULD NOT HAVE
WHAT THE REST OF
U S HAD NOT."
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one, white and black, believer and nonbeliever,
Christian and Muslim, gets saved. We think of
equality when we appraise justice today, but
they were thinking of unity.
Before their figurative burial by their dour
and eventually dominant Brethren cousins, the
Anabaptists, toward the middle of the 18th century, the more radical of the Pietists had also
proposed to "unleash the power of women."
The magisterial theologian, Gottfried Arnold ,
whose massively footnoted book (Wahre
Abbi/dung Der Ersten Christen, or True Portraits
of the Early Christians) had inspired and edified
the Dunkers to imitate the early church, published another one in 1700 that Dunkers of
Zuck's time had decidedly forgotten. But not
Zuck. Geheimniss der gottlichen Sophia
(Mystery of the Holy Sophia) set forth a feminized concept of God as well as the mystical
path for Pietists to seek Sophia, the embodiment of holy wisdom . Zuck's insistence on
recruiting women (the first faculty appointment
was Phoebe Weakly to teach English) was not
some ideologized nod toward equality, but
rather the search for new spiritual power. Unity.
Juniata biographer Dr. Earl Kaylor, Jr.,
reports that when Zuck and the students moved
into Brethren's Normal foundational building
(now called Founders Hall) in April 1879, a
string was strung across the hallway on the
third floor and draped with red muslin cloth to
separate the women's wing from the rest. It was
probably meant as no temporary expedient
since Zuck deeply believed, just as he said in
the catalogue, that the "lifeworld" of Brethren's
Normal be intensely personal and spiritual. This
meant living and eating with each other as well
as sharing every waking dream . (He himself
resided in a room with a male student on the
third floor of Founders before becoming ill.)
By the end of 1876, student numbers had
increased from 3 to 32. The following spring term
of 1878, this more than doubled to 69 students.
The following year, the number crossed 100.
If starting his college was Zuck's first impossible dream, his second was building Founders
Hall. Zuck informed local Huntingdon merchants
that when Brethren Normal reached 300 to 500
in enrollment, they would stand to benefit anywhere from $100,000 to $150,000 annually from
related business - if only Huntingdon would title
over several acres of land to build the college.
Soon after Quinter and the Brumbaughs
closed the deal on getting the town to title over
16 lots (two were from A.B.) at a pledged sub-

scription of $3,400, a small pox scare (which
killed the wife of a professor) sent them all,
quite literally, into the hills in December 1877.
When school resumed the following February,
Zuck had the land, but where was the money to
build his building?
First, as always with Zuck, there was the
impossible vision.
"We aim at plainness, but do not wish to
ignore correct taste or architectural skill and
beauty," Zuck wrote with no known attempt at
sarcasm. The paean to plainness was meant to
neutralize his fellow Dunkers who detested
steeples, towers, and any other vertical edifices,
preferring their squat, square, low-roofed meeting houses. What came back from Zuck's initial
sketch and Philadelphia architect S.D. Button's
penciled-out plan (for the fee of $75) was, however, a staggering Italianate rejection of Brethren
plainness: a four-story building with a Second
Empire tower, mansard roof and fluted windows.

B

y the beginning of the spring term,
of the 102 students enrolled, a good
75 moved into the unheated building along with
the 16-year-old Martin G. Brumbaugh, Zuck's
secretarial understudy whom the president had
asked to tour the country the following summer
to tell the Brethren's Normal story. But Zuck was
now sick with a cold that turned into pneumonia. He also could scarcely walk but, in terrible
pain with his ruined hip, would drag himself up
and down three flights of stairs to his office.
Emmert and others begged him to move out, or
at least put a heater in his room. But he refused.
"He resolutely denied all extra attention on the
ground that he would not have what the rest of
us had not."
On Wednesday, May 7, he was carried in a
chair to John Brumbaugh's home, through the
same door upon which he had once knocked
with his impossible idea of starting a college.
He died on the afternoon of May 11_with
Emmert holding his hand. He was 32.
After Zuck's burial a few days later, those
who had gathered walked to the banks of
Juniata River and witnessed as trustee chairman Henry Brumbaugh baptized the 17 year-old
Martin Brumbaugh, the incomparable prodigy
that Zuck himself had slated for great things.
William J . Swigart wrote in his diary that day:
"A star has set - and a new star has risen."
The appointment of Quinter as president
ushered in an era of retrenchment. The red

muslin curtain came down and a picket fence
went up in the yard around Founders to separate the boys and the girls. Soon there was a
Bible Department, something Zuck had always
rejected. What chances there might have been
to bring in black students was ended by a curt
memo from A.B.
But there was something Zuck had done that
could not be held back. Professor Emmert, citing
what he said was Zuck's promise, built a shelter
for abandoned children 40 yards north of
Founders Hall. It became nationally renowned as
"The Huntingdon Idea," a site of social and educational innovation. Dampening creationist
urges, a small science museum soon went up.
One moonlit night, Gaius Brumbaugh, openly challenging Quinter and his own father (A.B.),
gathered 60 students and collected $25 dollars
($1,385.00 in 2009 dollars) to get Zuck's old
friend, the mulatto barber Joseph Chaplin, to do
Zuck's portrait. (The Brethren reviled painted
portraits as frivolous vainglory.) The result was
a brooding reflection of Juniata's charismatic
first president, sporting, of all things, a mustache, a deeply antithetical adornment in the
lifeworld of the Brethren. (Mustaches historically
connoted the murderous cavalry of the Kaiser.
They also impaired the all-important Dunker
"kiss of peace.") The unsigned portrait conveyed the image of Zuck in his final year (and
possibly final days), eyes black-lined, lips pursed
tight, as if he were burning up inside.
Although Zuck never lived long enough to
see them graduate, Juniata's first three students
all got bachelor of English degrees and all went
on to medical schools. Gaius actually got two
M.D.s (Georgetown and Howard) and combined
his private practice with senior political appointments in the federal government. Phoebe R.
Norris also became, between teaching stints, a
prominent D.C. physician and was elected as
vice president of the capital's medical association in 1907.
But the graduate who most seemed to
embody Zuck's fierce idealism was Linnie
Bosserman. After studying medicine for a time,
she moved west, teaching art and music in rude
frontier towns . Bosserman ended up teaching at
an Indian school in Oklahoma during which time
she met and married David Grigsby, the United
States Commissioner of Courts.
What Zuck had left behind was a potent faculty of some of the best minds (and hearts, of
course) in Pennsylvania. Emmert, perhaps fittingly, picked up the teaching of Zuck's anatomy

course. But it was really Zuck's two teenage
understudies, Gaius and Martin Brumbaugh,
who enabled him to cast his shadow a good 70
years beyond his death. For 40 years, Gaius
dominated the board of trustees, creating
"teacher-trustees" (the first of whom was
Emmert) and seeding exceptional faculty from a
wide range of fields at Juniata. Through the turn
of the century, two world wars, and then as
chairman for the last 12 of his 40 years on the
board, he witnessed President Calvert EIiis's
masterful articulation of the "Small College."
Within months of Zuck's death, M.G. took up
teaching, himself, in Huntingdon's middle
school. After graduating from Juniata (English,
1881; Science, 1885), M.G. ran and won the post
of superintendent of Huntingdon County
schools. He later earned a doctorate at Penn,
writing his dissertation on Zuck's favorite poet,
the secular and sensuous churchman of the late
Elizabethan era, John Donne. He went on to
reform school systems in Louisiana , Puerto Rico
as well as Pennsylvania, all the while serving as
the president of Juniata (which he renamed) and
also holding a chair at Penn. It was on the platform of educational reform that he was elected
governor of Pennsylvania in 1914. Throughout
this time, that strange and somehow loaded portrait of Zuck remained in the parlor of "The
Building" before being consigned, apparently
after M .G. died in 1930, to the basement of the
library. Today, Zuck's portrait graces the newly
refurbished office of Juniata's current president,
Thomas R. Kepple, Jr.
Juniata would remain, just as Zuck intended,
Brethren at their best - but beyond Brethren .
Teaching, as he had insisted and embodied,
would remain the distinguishing hallmark of the
college. Whether in the lives of M.G. or Linnie
Bosserman, Zuck's imperative was always the
same: change the world. The story that the
teenage M.G. would tell was of a place that had
been alive with bracing ideas and dedicated to
"social action" (Zuck's term). In his thousand
days and nights at Juniata, struggling against
impossible odds but reveling in the mystical
promise of young people, Zuck touched off something that has perfectly outlived his death, something that you can feel even today at his College
on the Hill - the imperishable fire of love. ll!
Dr. Richard D. Mahoney, a Catholic, is director of the Ba ker Institute
for Peace and Confl ict Stud ies at Juniata College. He is the former
Secretary of State of Arizona and the first John F. Kennedy Scholar
at the University of Massachusetts and the John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library.
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THE MARKS OF A

THRIVING
DENOMINATION

I

by Ronald E. Keener

was sorting through some old clippings
and came across one that is 50 years old. It
was an article in the old Church of the Brethren
youth publication called Horizons, and it was dated
March 1960. The article was about the Eastern
Pennsylvania District CBYF cabinet, as it was then
known, meeting in Lititz, Pa., to evaluate a proposed
plan for youth stewardship.
The names of the youth brought back a lot of memories: Dale Good, Dale Kilhefner, Elaine Bollinger,
Donald Hosler, Fred Bernhard, Calvin Hartley, Barbara
Zuck, Carolyn Houser, Nancy Graybill, and Walton
Moyer.
The adults were even more memorable: stewardship education director Don Stern, national youth
director Joe Long, regional coordinator Virginia
Fisher, district board member Hiram Frysinger, and
pastoral counselor Olden Mitchell.
But what struck me was how much the church we
knew then had changed in numbers, in outreach, in
vitality, in influence. The Church of the Brethren, as a
denomination, impacts the world today in important
ways, but the church of today is but a shadow what it
was in my youth. What has taken place?
George Bullard, today with The Columbia
Partnership, is an expert on denominations. I asked
him to look at the state of denominations and how
they're doing now. What are their characteristics when
they're thriving-and dying, even if a little at a time?
"Denominations that are thriving are engaging in
several activities," he says . "First, they are planting a
number of new congregations each year equal to at
least 3 percent of the number of congregations they
had at the beginning of the year.
"Second, they have figured out how to come
alongside their faithful, effective, and innovative congregations and help them soar to the next dimension
of ministry.
"Third, they do triage with congregations who say
they want to transform, and pick the ones who have
the best readiness and help them to transform. They
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bers would be willing to follow with their
are doing this with at least 3 percent of
stack up in Bullard's well-formed analysis
lives and their pocketbooks?
of national church bodies?
their congregations each year.
Brethren need to find what they are
We know that our numbers decline
"Fourth, they have figured out how to
good at and go for it. They need to proeach year by a few thousand.
support their dying, subsistence, and
Membership now stands at fewer than
vide resources for congregations that are
long-term declining congregations withgrowing, find young leaders who have a
125,000
people,
and
declines
year
after
out allowing them to consume an inordivision
for the future, and be willing to
nate amount of their denominational
year. We know that budgeted dollars
take
a
chance
in backing them. Such
have declined due to the nation's ecostaff time, passion, and finances."
people should be assisting congreganomic troubles, management missteps,
Those are the thriving ones. What of
tions to live radically in reaching their
and simply fewer dollars donated. We
the dying ones? "Denominations that are
see the reduction of programs, fewer
potential. Congregations will then help
experiencing a steady decline and are
new initiatives, "restructuring" of staff,
their denomination thrive in resourcing
slowly dying," Bullard says, "are engagand frankly, less imagination for carrying
the local churches.
ing in the following activities:
Without some vision for the future,
the Word forward.
"First, they are focusing on the legislaand in the face of a declining movement,
Brethren have been in an incremental
tive processes of their denomination to
Brethren might just as well be looking
decline for many years, living on hope,
micro-manage their policies and posi tradition, and their 300-year history. But
for a merger partner or forever live on
tions on various issues. The big one
the margins of religious movements. The
where is the vitality? Where is the new
right now is the ordination of gay and
life being brought into being? We can
300 th anniversary year should have been
lesbian clergy.
one of securing that vision and setting
write off Bullard's signs of a thriving
"Second, they are regularly restructurgoals for a renewed religious movement.
denomination; the Brethren are doing
ing their denomination in response to
Interestingly, a vision for the Brethren
none of it. And as for the signs of decline,
economic crises and the lack of support
for a three-tiered,
competing denominational system.
BRETHREN NEED TO FIND WHAT THEY ARE GOOD AT AND
"Third, they are
entangled with what
GO FOR IT. THEY NEED TO PROVIDE RESOURCES FOR
to do with their auxCONGREGATIONS THAT ARE GROWING, FIND YOUNG LEADERS
iliary and affiliated
organizations, such
WHO HAVE A VISION FOR THE FUTURE, AND BE WILLING TO
as colleges, seminarTAKE A CHANCE IN BACKING THEM.
ies, retirement
homes, children's
homes, etc.
was published in MESSENGER in its April
"Fourth, they focus too deeply on ecuthere is altogether too much evidence.
Issues of gay clergy and same-sex
menical activities and organizations,
2008 issue. It was set out by Dr.
assuming that unity of Christian organiunions haven't fully emerged yet, as they Theodore E. Long, president of
zations leads to more vital ministry."
have for other denominations, but it is a
Elizabethtown College, when he suggestBullard went on: "Further, they are not
matter never put to rest by Annual
ed that Brethren colleges may offer modplanting many churches, not helping their
Conference. The Congregational Life
els for the future of the church in "bringTeams have fallen to the financial axe, a
faithful, effective, and innovative churches
ing mission to market."
to move forward, trying to transform con"redesign" it was called (the Brethren do
He wrote about the five interconnected
gregations who are not willing to do what
a lot of designing and redesigning).
efforts that the colleges put into practice,
is necessary to be transformed, and
Brethren have a penchant for tinkering
and which might be useful for the church
spending more than half of their staff field
with their structures and organization, as
at large: "We recruit to grow. We plan to
time trying to find the answer for ministry
if it takes the place of vigor and strength.
sustain institutional development. We
_ among small, dying and subsistence-level
Ancillary organizations have been less of
deliver a vibrant educational experience.
congregations.
an issue as they have, on their own,
We innovate continually. And we wel"Finally, they have alienated a larger
moved on to independent status.
come diversity."
percentage of the generations born after
Brethren press on with councils of
Over the years, it seems that the
July 20, 1969, when humankind first
churches and COCU, by whatever name,
Church of the Brethren has been largely
walked on the moon, so these people are
and ecumenical activities as the church
managed, rather than led. If someone
going to churches of other denominaitself remains fractured and losing unity.
doesn't grab hold of the reins soon, we
tions or nondenominational churches,"
Strategy comes before structure; pasmay not see the 325th anniversary of the
Bullard says.
sion and vision precede organization and
Church of the Brethren. li!
And what of the denomination that has
conferences . For what vision would
Ronald E. Keene r grew up in the Pa lmyra, Pa., Chu rch of
meant so much to me over the years of
Brethren be willing to jump off the cliff
t he Brethren and, at age 70, is edito r of Church
my youth, in the home church and in disand into a whole new arena of mission
Executive, a manage ment and leadership magazin e for
larger chu rch es.
and ministry, enough so that the memtrict youth work? Where do the Brethren
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God's Way in Wisdom's Path
Studies in Biblical Instruction

Psalm 73: A wayward soul is restored by worship

God's way obscured by the
prosperity of the wicked
by Bob Neff

T

he poet of Psalm 73 has been
informed by the wisdom theology of the first psalm (see
April MESSENGER). The opening declaration
of this psalm repeats the doctrine of the
first: "Surely God is good to the upright, to
those who are pure in heart (mind)."
However, the word "surely" ( 'ak in
Hebrew) can suggest a variety of meanings. I have come to think that in this situation the word implies the uncertainty
of the worshipper. The individual knows
the teaching of wisdom but has not fully
embraced it, or has come to doubt its
authenticity. In fact, the next two verses
reinforce this interpretation: "But as for
me, my feet had almost stumbled; my
steps had nearly slipped .... I saw the
prosperity of the wicked."
The poet portrays in the next 11 verses
a contrary view of evildoers from what we
discovered in Psalm 1. They have no pain,
their bodies are sleek and sound, and they
are never in trouble. They do what the
first psalm says they do: plot violence,

scoff at others, threaten oppression, and
act as if God has no power on earth. And
for all this they are praised by their fellow
citizens, are prosperous, and appear to
suffer no consequences (73:4-14).
In turn, the individual who has kept
his/her nose clean has been plagued and
punished as one would expect of the
wicked person. The circumstances
described remind one of the book of Job,
but unlike Job this individual thinks of
changing sides. The individual in this
psalm, because of these observations,
has come to doubt and has flirted with
the idea of joining the ranks of the
wicked. Th is person now envies the
wicked's position of power and thinks
there is no reason to live the obedient
life. It simply doesn't pay to be good.
A shift occurs in verse 15, when the
poet steps back and reflects more broadly
about his/her line of thinking : "I would
have been untrue to the circle of your
children." The poet knows that one cannot figure it out on one's own, because it

becomes a wearisome task. And so the
poet remembers the social and religious
context in which he/she grew up. This
reflection brings a turning point in the
psalm and in the life of this believer.
He/she thought all this "until I went into
the sanctuary of God" (v.17a). In other
words, "I was lost until I went to worship
among the community of the faithful."
This first part of verse 17 is the turning
point of the whole psalm and the midpoint
of the Psalter. In worship we get our heads
screwed on straight. Worship is essential
to understanding the world as it is meant
to be and to receiving God's perspective
on the world. We are taken outside of ourselves in the hymns we sing, in the
prayers we share, in the scripture we read,
and in the sermons we hear.
During a recent service at University
Baptist and Brethren Church in State
College, Pa., two women who had lost
their husbands-one more recently and
the other some years ago-shared with
the congregation how they were able to

The tone has changed from the recitation of a
memorized doctrine in the first verse to a deep faith in the God who accompanies the believer on the way. The
believer is transformed by worship and meditation
that brings communion with God.
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work through their loss. They were
restored by the response of the congregation in worship and in the daily contacts of the community of faith.
Consider another example: In the 1970s
I visited the White Oak congregation in
Lancaster County, Pa. They were in the
middle of building a new meeting house.
I was struck by the quality of the acoustical material in the sanctuary, which was
top of the line in technical quality. I wondered to myself why a congregation that
resisted contemporary instrumentation
would spend so much money on the
quality of these sound panels. I assumed
that it was to have the music of the congregation resound to the glory of God.
The congregation would be transported
beyond itself in praise and thanksgiving
to the God who was the center of their
worship life. I believe that is what happens to Job when he is transported into
the universal perspective of God in Job
38-41. And it is what happens to this worshipper in Psalm 73:17.
The conclusion of the psalm brings a
reorientation of the worshipper, who
recognizes the bitterness of soul and the
wrongheadedness of the earlier thinking. God is now embraced as a solid
guide to life. This individual now discovers the true end of the wicked: "They are

destroyed in a moment and swept
away.... They are like a dream when
one awakes" (w. 17b-20). While the
immediate end of the wicked is assumed
in Psalm 1, the time of the wicked's
demise is left open in this psalm . Even
though we are not introduced to a judgment beyond death, the wicked have no
permanent status. They are as fragile as
the chaff driven by the wind in Psalm 1.
The worshipper's change in attitude
can be found in the confession at the
end of the psalm: "Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on
earth that I desire other than you .... God
is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.... It is good to be near God;
I have made the Lord God my refuge"
(selected verses from 25-28). The tone
has changed from the recitation of a
memorized doctrine in the first verse to a
deep faith in the God who accompanies
the believer on the way. The believer is
transformed by worship and meditation
that brings communion with God.
Walter Brueggemann in his book The
Psalms and the Life of Faith has assisted
me greatly in understanding the import
of Psalm 73. He observes, "The 'goodness' treasured is not material blessing
but God's own self. This is enough for
this speaker and for the faith with the

Psalms. The Psalter assumes the moral
coherence of torah piety but moves
beyond that piety of obedience to trustful communion" (p. 210).
Goodness could have been interpreted
as prosperity in Psalm 1. Here in Psalm
73 it is a relationship with God, who is
not found in some abstract doctrine but
as a companion for one on the way. The
fond embrace of the believer at the end
of this psalm is testimony to this internalization of the faith t hat was lacking at
the psalm's beginning.
Psalm 73 is credited to Asaph, the
founder of the temple singers and cymbal
sounders. Asaph is a liturgist who assists
the worshipper in the journey towards
faith. Just like the wisdom teacher, the
liturgist points us in the direction of
another realm. Liturgy is as important as
the sermon, because it transports us into
the sphere where God dwells and
reclaims us for this Companion who
accompani es us on our way. li!
Bob Neff is an ordained minister in the Church of the
Breth ren; he serves on the development staff and as
chaplaincy coordinator at The Village at Morrisons Cove
in Martinsburg. Pa. He was previously on the faculty of
Bet hany Theological Seminary, served as general secretary of the Church of the Brethren General Board, and
was president of Juniata College. He lives in State
College, Pa. Th is article is the fourth installment in a yearlong Bible study series on w isdom lite rature.
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Alan Roxburgh will
lead two upcoming
webinars in a series
sponsored jointly by
Congregational Life
Ministries, Bethany
Theological Seminary,
and the Brethren
Academy for
Ministerial Leadership

Webinar series continues
A series of webinars continues for pastors and church leaders this spring, offered as a collaborative resource by the
Church of the Brethren's Congregational Life Ministries,
Bethany Theological Seminary, and the Brethren Academy
for Ministerial Leadership. Link to the webinars by going to
www.bethanyseminary.edu/webcast/transformation2010 .
Alan Roxburgh will present webinars focused on developing leadership to transform congregations into missional
communities. Roxburgh is a pastor, teacher, writer, and
consultant with more than 30 years experience in church
leadership and seminary education . His books include
Reaching a New Generation, Crossing the Bridge:
Leadership in a Time of Change, The Sky is FallingLeaders Lost in Transition, Introducing the Missional
Ch urch, and Missional Map Making . He was a member of
the writing team for the book Missional Church: A Vision
for the Send ing of the Church in North America.
The fi rst two webinars by Roxburgh are scheduled for
May 25 at 12:30-2 p.m. {Pacific) or 3:30-5 p.m. {Eastern) on
the subject "Leading in an Un-Thinkable World;" and on
June 7 at 12:30-2 p.m. (Pacific) or 3:30-5 p.m. {Eastern) on
th e topic "Forming Missional Community: Practical Steps."
{The second Roxbu rgh webinar has been rescheduled to
June 7 from the formerly announced June 8 date.)
The topic of the second webinar builds on the first event.
No pre-registration is required and there is no fee to partici-

pate. Participants are requested to connect 10-15 minutes
before the start of the webcast. Participants may earn 0.15
continuing education credit for attending each live session.
Go to www.bethanyseminary.edu/webcast/transformation2010 to participate in a webinar or for links to recordings following the events. For more information prior to the
webinar events, contact Stan Dueck, the Church of the
Brethren's director for Transforming Practices, at 717-3353226 or sdueck@brethren.org .

Fellowship of Brethren Homes holds annual forum
The annual Forum of the Fellowship of
Brethren Homes met April 7-8 at Lebanon
Valley Brethren Home in Palmyra, Pa. The
fellowship includes 22 retirement communities related to the Church of the
Brethren. Member communities are committed to providing high-quality, loving
care for older adults, and work together
on common challenges such as long-term
care needs, uncompensated care, and
nurturing relationships with congregations and districts.
The annual forum provides an opportunity for leaders of the church-related
retirement communities to network, share
best practices, receive training relevant to
long-term care, and tour the host facility.
This year's forum f eatured sessions on
corporate compliance by Karla Dreisbach
of Friends Services for the Aging, and on
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current issues and future trends led by
David Slack of the Aging Research
Institute and Malcom Nimick of
Ascension Capital Enterprises.
Representatives from 10 communities
attended the forum: John Warner of the
Brethren Retirement Community in
Greenville, Ohio; Gary Clouser of
Brethren Village in Lancaster, Pa.; Vernon
King of Cross Keys Village-the Brethren
Home Community in New Oxford, Pa.;
Michael Leiter of Fahrney-Keedy Home
and Village in Boonsboro, Md.; Chris
Widman of the Good Shepherd Home in
Fostoria, Ohio; J eff Shireman of Lebanon
Valley Brethren Home in Palmyra, Pa.;
Wayne Eberly of the Palms Estates in
Lorida, Fla.; Carol Davis of the Pinecrest
Community in Mount Morris, 111.;
Maureen Cahill of Spurgeon Manor in

Dallas Center, Iowa; and David Lawrenz of
Timbercrest Senior Living Community in
North Manchester, Ind.
Others in attendance included Shari
McCabe, executive director of the
Fellowship of Brethren Homes; Jane Mack,
executive director of Friends Services for
the Aging; Keith Stuckey, vice president of
Mennonite Health Services Alliance; Phil
Leaman, CEO of Resource Partners: Risk
Management Solutions; Steve Mason,
director of the Brethren Foundation for
Brethren Benefit Trust {BBT); Diana
Seymour, manager of sales for health and
welfare benefits for BBT; and Kim Ebersole,
director of Family Life and Older Adult
Ministries for the Church of the Brethren.
The 2011 forum will be held on April 57 at the Good Shepherd Home in
Fostoria, Ohio.

Jay Wittmeyer

Grants support relief in
Sudan and Honduras
The Church of the Breth re n's Global Food Crisis
Fund (GFCF) has given two grants totaling
$35,080 for a hunger program in Honduras and
an agriculture project in Sudan.
In Honduras, a grant of $25,000 will support
food security for Lenca Indian families. The allocation is going a new hunger program in cooperation with Proyecto Alden Global (PAG). The
grant will underwrite development of family
micro-businesses through the purchase of fish,
pigs, cows, and chickens. Beyond those families
benefitting at the outset, others will gain access
to quality offspring and to the availability of livestock products at lower prices.
"Essentially, the program seeks to improve
food security and economic opportunity for Lenca
Indian families living in remote areas of Cerro
Azul Meambar National Park," said the grant
request. "The goal is to reach 60 families a year
over a two- or three-year timeline. Nearly threequarters of the families in and around the park's
buffer zone live in poverty."
A grant of $10,080 went to the African Inland
Church for the Agriculture Project for
Sustainable Development in Sudan. The funds
will purchase hand tools, spray materials, a variety of vegetable seeds, and mango and guava
seedlings to be used in training 500 youth for
gardening as an income-generating enterprise.
Global Mission Partnerships executive director
Jay Wittmeyer investigated the project. The
African Inland Church is an indigenous evangelical
body which has had a presence in southern Sudan

UPCOMING EVENTS
May 20-22 New Church
Planting Conference,
Richmond, Ind.
May 23 Pentecost Sunday
May 25"Leading in an UnThinkable World ." Webinar
led by Alan Roxburgh
Sudanese youth in a new program of Africa
Inland Church that integrates gardening with
religious training to prepare them to generate
income from farming.

since 1949. "The integration of agriculture with
Bible school programs is a new venture of African
Inland Church-Sudan," said the grant request.
"Two of the church's Bible schools in Eastern
Equatorial State will train 500 youth for gardening
as an income-generating enterprise. Directly
aimed at alleviating poverty, the project focuses
on marginalized and unemployed youth who have
received little or no basic education.
"Upon meeting and talking with staff at one of
the Bible schools ... Wittmeyer discovered that the
schools in their teaching of the Bible lift up
peace, reconciliation, and post-trauma healingthemes crucial to the rebuilding of post-war
Sudan," the request continued. "The intent for
the students upon graduation is that they return
to their home villages and engage in farming on
a small scale."

Executive Secretary Noffsinger signs 'Covenant for Civility'
Church of the Brethren general secretary Stan Noffsinger is one of 123 religious leaders who have
signed the "Covenant for Civility," an effort to encourage civil discourse led by the Sojourners
Christian community in Washington, D.C. Thousands more people of faith have joined in by signing
the statement online. The covenant is based on New Testament Scriptures and pledges to "model a
better way" and "lead by example in a country where civil discourse seems to have broken down."
An invitation from Sojourners leader Jim Wallis said, "The political polarization of our society has
now reached a new and dangerous level. Honest disagreements over policy issues have turned into a
growing vitriolic rage against political opponents, and even threats of violence against lawmakers.
Political debate, even vigorous debate, is a healthy thing for a democracy; but to question the integrity, patriotism, and even faith of those with whom we disagree is destructive to democratic discourse,
and to threaten or even imply the possibility of violence toward those whose politics or worldview differs from ours is a sign of moral danger, and indeed, a sign of democracy's unraveling."
He reported personal conversations with members of Congress and others of varying political
points of view who share the concern and are asking for help from the faith community. Go to
www.civilitycovenant.org to read the covenant and for a list of initial signers.

May 25 - 27 Spiritual
Director's Retreat, Shepherd's
Spring, Sharpsburg, Md.
May 29 - 31 Young Adult
Conference, Camp Blue
Diamond, Petersburg, Pa.
June 6 Summer Curriculum
Quarter Begins
June 7 "Forming Missional
Community: Practical Steps."
Webinar led by Alan
Roxburgh
June 27.July 3 Susquehanna
Song and Story Fest, Camp
Swatara. Bethel Pa.
July 1-3 CODE Summer
Meeting, Pittsburgh, Pa.
July 2-3 Minister's
Pre-Conference Event,
Pittsburgh, Pa.
July 3-7 Annua l Conference
in Pittsburgh, Pa.

.

July 17-22 National Youth
Conference, Colorado State
University, Fort Collins, Co.
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Brethren part of effort
for flood-affected
Cedar Rapids
The sounds of hammers and saws
echoed along the Cedar River in Iowa
on April 12 as volunteers from across
the United States and Canada started
work to help families return to their
homes in a project directed by humanitarian agency Church World Service
(CWS) and carried out in partnership
with a number of denominational disaster relief programs.
National partners include Brethren
Disaster Ministries, American Baptist
Churches USA, Catholic Charities USA,
Christian Reformed World Relief
Committee, Lutheran Disaster
Response, Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, Reformed Church in
America, United Church of Christ, the

Volunteers
assist in
repairing a
home damaged
in the Cedar
River flood.

United Methodist Committee on Relief,
and Week of Compassion.
"It's been almost two years since the
Cedar River flood forced out these families. No one knows more than they do
that that's just too long to be away from
home," said Bonnie Vollmering, CWS
associate director for domestic emergency response. "We're working as hard
as possible to help in such a trying time."
Dubbed "Neighborhood: Cedar
Rapids," the Iowa project builds on the
award-winning CWS rebuilding project,

Bethany Seminary board
approves new strategic plan
Bethany Theological Seminary's Board of Trustees gathered at
the school's campus in Richmond, Ind., for its semi-annual
meeting on March 26-28. The board addressed several items of
business including a strategic plan, a proposal for a distributed
education track for the Master of Arts degree, a feasibility study
for a fundraising campaign, and a budget for the coming year.
The board approved the strategic plan, which was reviewed
by the entire Board of Trustees and the committees of the
board. The board also gave direction to seminary president
Ruthann Knechel Johansen and the Strategic Planr:ing
Committee to include an additional priority of increased seminary visibility through attention to enrollment, communications,
and public relations.
Described by board member John Neff as "fresh and fluid,"
the strategic plan combines into seven priorities, with accompanying subsets of goals and tasks, the 22 recommendations
from a strategic direction paper passed by the board in March
2009. That paper created specific action steps to align the seminary's educational program with its new mission and vision
statements.
The goals focus on educational ethos and environment; curriculum focus, integration, and expansion of the educational
program; and funding for new initiatives. Each task has a time
frame for completion, measurable marks for accomplishment,
and personnel assignments.
The Strategic Planning Committee was chaired by John D.
Miller Jr. and included the chair of the Board of Trustees, the

■
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"Neighborhood: New Orleans." That
effort completely repaired more than a
dozen families' homes following
Hurricane Katrina in a historic Lake
Pontchartrain community.
Together with Iowa-based partners
Block by Block, the Linn Area Long-Term
Recovery Coalition, the Presbytery of East
Iowa, and Lutheran Services in Iowa, 10
national faith-based disaster response
agencies including Brethren Disaster
Ministries will bring more than 700 volunteers to Cedar Rapids over six weeks.

committee chairs, the seminary's administrative team, and faculty members Dawn Ottoni-Wilhelm and Dan Ulrich.
In an update to the board about the Master of Arts
Connections program, the board learned that a proposal was to
be sent to the Association of Theological Schools (ATS) by April
1 for approval by the association. The Board of Trustees
approved proceeding with development of the program at its
Oct. 2009 meeting. Since 2003, Bethany has offered an ATSapproved distributed education track for the Master of Divinity
degree, named MDiv Connections.
The new Master of Arts track will offer a parallel track to the
current MA program, imitating its requirements and standards
while offering courses in formats that are more conducive to
the needs and desires of students who would enroll in a distributed education program. Pending ATS approval, the new track
will be implemented as soon as possible.
The board received a feasibility study report conducted by
Braren, Mulder, German Associates regarding the possibility of
launching a new financial campaign. The board approved a
four-year, $5.9 million campaign, with the lead gift phase to
begin in July.
The board approved a budget for the 2010-11 fiscal year of
approximately $2.3 million, a 1 percent increase from the prior
year. Jim Dodson, Student and Business Affairs Committee
chair, noted the current challenges of developing a balanced
budget, including compensating for a 42 percent increase in
health insurance premiums for employees. The board's
Investment Committee reported that Bethany's investments,
which meet the criteria of social screens that are aligned with
the seminary's mission and values, are performing well.

Christian Peacemaker Team founder
Gene Stoltzfus leaves lasting legacy
Gene Stoltzfus, director of Christian
Peacemaker Teams from its founding in
1988 until 2004, died March 10, 2010
while riding his motorized bicycle near
his home in St. Frances, Ontario, Canada.
He was 70 years old .
His lifelong interest in peace led
Stoltzfus to Vietnam in
the mid-1960s, where he
served as a conscientious objector through
*
International Voluntary
Services alongside several young people from the
Church of the Brethren.
Among them were
Charles Cable, Ronald
Beahm, Ervin Huston,
Ted Gregory and Bob
Minnich . While in
Vietnam, he watched helicopter personnel unload
their cargo of bloodied
bodies. The experience
set him "on the search to make sense of
life and death where the terms of survival,
meaning, and culture approve and even
train for killing." He asked himself: "Was
I willing to die for my conviction of enemy
loving just as the Vietnamese and
Ame rican soldiers all around me were
being asked to give their lives in order to
achieve peace and security?"
In the early 1970s, Stoltzfus directed a
domestic Mennonite Voluntary Service
program intended to engage with the
social justice and peacemaking needs of
the day. He recognized then the enormous importance of local, disciplined,
trained community and congregationally
based peacemaking efforts. In the late
1970s, he and his wife co-directed the
Mennonite Central Committee program in
the Philippines during President Marcos'
martial law era. Their focus was on
human rights and economic justice. They
then went on to help establish Synapses,
a grassroots international peace and justice organization in Chicago to connect
the United States with people in the
developing world.
Stoltzfus traveled to Iraq immediately

before the first Gulf War in 1991 and spent
time with the Iraq CPT Team in 2003 to
facilitate consultation with Muslim and
Christian clerics, Iraqi human rights leaders, families of Iraqi detainees, as well as
with American administrators and soldiers. The Team's work contributed to the
disclosures around Abu
Ghraib that gave impetus to
the still tentative, worldwide
movement for military forces
to attend to the rights and
protections of civilians.
From mid-December
2001 to mid-January 2002,
Gene and current CPT codirector Doug Pritchard, were
in Pakistan and Afghanistan
listening to the victims of
bombing and observing the
effects of 23 years of violence-much of it fed by
forces from outside
Afghanistan."'Where have
you been all these years?" asked an
Afghan leader who articulated the voices
of others around the g lobe.
Stoltzfus was married to Dorothy
Friesen of Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.
They lived in Chicago for 25 years until
his retirement to Fort Francis, Ontario,
Canada. After retiring from CPT, he traveled widely to speaking engagements,
blogged regularly at Peace Probe, and
made twig furniture and jewelry as a contribution to the greening world.
Representing the Church of the
Brethren on the CPT Steering Comm ittee
are Rachel Long and Phil Miller of On
Earth Peace. In addition, Cliff Kindy has
long been part of the Christian
Peacemaker Teams, as have Art and
Peggy Gish of Athens, Ohio, who have
served in Iraq and Palestine with CPT.
Christian Peacemaker Teams {CPT)
was founded in 1988 by members of the
historic peace churches, including the
Church of the Brethren, and the two
largest North American Mennonite
denominations.-Charles E. Cable
Portions of this tribute were adapted
from the CPT web site.
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Enough: Why1 the World's Poorest
Starve in an Age of Plenty

"l

t is hard to live in the Promised Land," stated the
preacher at the ecumenical Thanksgiving service in our
community many years ago. I was puzzled, having come
feeling the warmth of fellowship with others who had gathered in gratitude to acknowledge the gifts of our Lord . Yes, I
had brought the canned goods we
were to bless for the local food
banks, and I put a reasonable offering in the plate that was passed.
What did he mean by this, in this
service of all places?
Quickly and humbly, he outlined how easily we become satisfied with our lives and complacent
about the hungry and needy among
us and around the world. Then I
began to understand what he said.
I hope to be a Christian never comfortable with what I have materially,
but rather what I have in Jesus Christ.
This book Enough is composed of stories about people-people who are our brothers and sisters in Africa, and
people who relate to them in their hunger and poverty.

There are stories about what has been and is still wrong
with how we treat one another, and what has been and still
is wrong with international policies designed to help others
in developing countries but largely do the opposite, with
measures built in to protect ourselves and our economy.
For example, one story tells of how Jerman Amente, an
Ethiopan farmer, standing by his own wa rehouse full of
locally grown grain he hoped to sell, watched an aid truck
delivering part of 1 million tons of grains from the United
States while his sat unused due to the complexities of policies that created a market for American rather than
Ethiopian grain in Ethiopia.
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However, this is primarily a book about what is right,
what is possible when the human spirit is fired by God 's
love, whether the principals call it a response to God's call or
a moral response . There is story after story of individuals
responding positively to need, including one of soccer
moms from the United States who took up a campaign for
debt forgiveness for some developing countries (which did
reach Washington and was accomplished), and a small town
in Ohio that came together to fund water projects in Ke nya.
It also includes stories of the singer Bono and a variety of
business executives whose activist and philanthropic efforts
have done much in the private sector to make a significant
impact in righting the wrongs. There are refreshing
accounts of Africans build ing infrastructure and markets t hat
have not been given their due by past administrations'
development aid plans.
There are also accounts of efforts by Bread for the
World and the Global Food Crisis Fund, among other international aid groups with whom the Church of the Breth ren
has partnered. Politics and environmental issues facing
African nations are ex plored and framed by the experiences
of politicians, policy setters, local business people, and farmers who labor in their fields.
All of these stories bring out th e
heart of God in those
who have heard and
felt his Word . I am
reminded of a poem I
heard years ago, the
point of which w as
that God is in both the ordinary and the extraordinary events
in life, not because of what we would see as wrong, but particularly for the opportunity within any event for the love of
God to be found. These events help to open us to God's
grace, to awaken us to share God's love. Reading Enough is
one such event. Ill
IIUGEB lffllRIIW m SCOH KlllAli
Vernne Grei ner is a current mem be r of the
Mission and M inistries Boa rd, a practicing
physician in central Pennsylvania, member of
the Mechanicsbu rg Church of the Brethren,
and a sp iritua l director.

ONCAMPUS
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.)
Alumni Samuel H. Flora Jr. (Class of
1944), a long-time Church of the
Brethren pastor, and Gerald W. Roller
(Class of 1952), a physician and
Church of the Brethren mission worker in Nigeria, received the college's
2010 Ripples Society Medals on April
16 during Alumni Weekend.

Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.)
Elizabethtown's Young Center for
Anabaptist and Pietist Studies will hold
a study conference marking the 350th
anniversary of Martyrs Mirror June 810. An exhibit titled "Reflections of the
Martyrs Mirror" is also on display at
the center through June 30.

Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.)
Juniata's chapter of Habitat for
Humanity sponsored a series of events
to raise awareness of poverty and
homelessness, including a 5K run/walk
on April 10 to raise funds for an upcoming Habitat service trip and an art photography exhibit of Habitat projects.

Four chosen for Youth Peace Travel Team
The members of the 2010 Youth Peace Travel Team have been
announced: Marcus Harden of First Church of the Brethren in Miami,
Fla.; Timothy Sollenberger Heishman, who grew up in Iglesia des los
Hermanos (Church of the Brethren in the Dominican Republic); Cambria
Teter of La Verne (Calif.) Church of the Brethren; and Hannah Wysong of
Beacon Heights Church of the Brethren in Fort Wayne, Ind.
As they spend time with junior and senior high youth this summer
at camps across the Church of the Brethren, as well as at Annual
Conference and National Youth Conference, the team will teach about
peace, justice, and reconciliation-core values throughout the
church's history.
The Youth Peace Travel Team is sponsored by the Church of the
Brethren Outdoor Ministries Association, Youth and Young Adult
Ministry, Brethren Volunteer Service, Global Mission Partnerships, and
On Earth Peace. This is the 20th year for a team to go out.

Bits and pieces
Registration for the 2010 Church of the Brethren National Youth
Conference had reached 2,800 by early April, a little short of organizers' expectations. Registration officially closed April 5, although some
late registrations were being accepted with an additional fee. NYC will
be held July 17-22 in Fort Collins, Colo.

University of La Verne
(La Verne, Calif.)
The university's Working Group on
Diversity has proposed a strategic plan
to support the diverse student body,
improve the climate for diversity, and
foster research on diversity issues. The
plan was discussed at a meeting for
faculty, staff, and students this spring.

Manchester College
(North Manchester, Ind.)
About 30 students took part in a service project over spring break at the
end of March this year. One group
went to Georgia to help rebuild
homes with Habitat for Humanity.
Another group traveled to Louisville
for a week with Urban Spirit, which
provides experiences to teach about
urban issues and poverty.

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.)
Former McPherson student Donna
Rose McChesney Allen of DuBois, Pa.,
has left the college a $2.65 million gift
to develop a Christian service program for the college's religion department .... President Michael
Schneider announced in March that
the school would begin an intercollegiate baseball program, with play
scheduled to begin in spring 2011 .
Curtis Evey has been hired as the program's first coach.
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Reflections on

HEALTH & SPIRITUALITY
by Anna M. Speicher

M

y grandfather, who contracted diabetes late in life,
told my mother, "The way to live a long
and healthy life is to get a chronic disease
and take care of it." I recalled that saying
sometime after the spring of 1990, when I
was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis.
Illness and death bring us to the
heart of things. They make us ask the big
questions. Why is there suffering? Why
am I suffering? Where is God in all
this? What is God? Crisis is what
makes us reali ze that we are
thirsty, and that we need to
slake that thirst.
For me, living with
chronic illness has meant
coming to terms with limits
in a down-to-earth way. It's
one thing to read about fin itude and ex istential despair.
It's another to ex perience
limitation every time I walk
upstairs with my heavy legs,
or lose my balance, or wish
that I could play basketball
again or run a race. Physical limitation constantly puts the question
before me: What is really important?
I have also learned about living with
uncertainty. While none of us has any

Perna Chadron emphasizes this in her
book, Start Where You Are. She writes,
"Everything is changing all the time, and
we keep wanting to pin it down, to fix it."
Her advice: "Whenever you come up with
a solid conclusion, let the rug be pulled

While I continued to regret the losses
brought about by my illness, I also was
grateful to have dodged the worst effects
of the MS bullet.
If MS taught me how it feels to have
the rug pulled out from under me, in 2005,
when I was diagnosed with breast cancer, I
found out what it was like not to have a
floor to land on. It's true that we al l know
we're going to die-and it is true that MS
had confronted me with my mortalitybut never before had I encountered
the precariousness of life in such a
terrifyingly intimate way.
I hadn't felt like an innocent
for years, but in the wake of
my cancer diagnosis, my precancer self seemed incredibly
na·ive . Even though my prognosis was good, I had trouble
finding meaning in a life that
suddenly felt so random .
Knowing that my personal
tragedy was still minor compared to the hardships and sorrows in many other people's lives
did not make me feel better.
Five years have gone by. I have
watched my brother-in-law die of ALS, a
disease that made me grateful that I
"only" had cancer. This past December, I

guarantee that we will be here tomorrow,
it is very easy to take for g ranted that we
will be. Living with a perpetual awareness
of human frailty has made me-slightlyless inclined to take the f uture for granted. I am certainly more aware than I ever
was before of the need to focus on living
now. Because now is the only time that
any of us really has.

out. You can pull out your own rug, and
you can also let life pull it out for you."
Getting MS was like having the rug pulled
out from under my life.
With a certain dogged determination
not to be beaten, and following my
grandfather's dictum, I developed health
care practices and lifestyle habits that
made me a healthier person overall.

lost my beloved father. His death after a
long and fruitful life was only tragic, I suppose, in that it has left a hole in the hearts
of those of us who loved him so. And
now I'm officially in the breast cancer survivor's camp. What does it all mean? How
shall I continue on my journey?
Recently I read Calvin Trill in's short
book, About Alice. His wife, Alic e Stewart
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Trillin , beat incredible odds to survive
her lung cancer in 1976. She died in
2001, not because of a recurrence of
her cancer, but because her heart had
been fatally weakened by the radiation
that had saved her life 25 years earlie r.
In this beautiful and moving tribute, Trill in quotes from a letter that
Alice wrote to the daughter of some
old friends after the daughter had
been raped by an intrude r. Alice wrote,
"No one wou ld ever choose to have
cancer or to be raped. But you don't
get to choose." She went on to say
that experiences like these afford the
opportunity t o " begin to understand
the line in King Lear-'Ripeness is all.'

You might have chosen to become ripe
less dramatically or dangerously, but
you can still savor ripeness ."
The olde r I get, the more appropriate the metaphor of ripeness seems to
me. Sometimes, though, I wish I could
just say: "Okay, stop; I'm ripe now."
But I don't get to do that. To a certain
extent, I get to choose the path I walk.
And I get to choose how I deal with the
events that are not of my choosing.
I hope, in my joys and sorrows, to
travel with an open heart. If something
is painful , I would like, as Chadron
advises, "to become willing not just to
endure it but also to let it awaken [my]
heart and soften [me]." When I am

blessed with joys, I would like, as she
suggests, not to hold them tightly, desperately willing them not to end, b ut t o
be generous.
Many times I find myself trying to
tuck the rug back under me. Bein g in
control would be so much more com fortable. But occasionally I sigh and let
myself rest in the uncertainty of living
and loving, which leads, I think, to the
truest longing: the desire to live in
relationship with the divine. 11!
Anna M. Speicher is the director and senior editor
of the Gather 'Round curriculum project sponsored by
Brethren Press and Mennonite Publishing Network. She
is also a historian and a freelance w riter. She is a member of the Highland Avenue Church of the Brethren.
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AS AN OUTSIDER LOOKING IN, I WOULD SAY THAT THE GOAL OF REVIVAL IS

STILL ELUDING THEM. GOOD MEN HAVE GIVEN THEIR LIFE'S BLOOD TO MAKE IT GO .
BUT IT SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN STARTED ON A NEGATIVE OR CONFLICTED PREMISE.

What might have been
The March 2010 issue of MESSENGER carried an informative articl e about the
Brethren Revival Fellowship. It was
refreshing to see the original goals outlined, and to understand how they have

or have not been achieved in the past
50 years. "Still seeking a revival" is an
apt title.
As an outsider looking in, I would
say that the goal of revival is still eluding them. Good men have given their
life's blood to make it go. But it seems

c,~ Pontius' Puddle

to have been started on a negative or
conflicted premise.
For 50 years, the world has continued to buffet the larger church. The
struggle continues. But the world has
pummeled the BRF even more, so that
the organization has retreated into
some unsustainable positions regarding the New Testament and their fellow
man. While Jesus beckons to the
crowds on the beach or on Mich igan
Avenue, saying "Come," the BRF has
firmly stated to their homosexual
brethren, "Go." The contrast is huge.
If 50 years ago, the BRF had
dreamed of an organization that was
complementary, supportive in ways in
which they saw the things the larger
church was lacking, they could have
been seen as "unifying, strengthening,
equipping." The chances are that it
could have led to a real revival. But that
didn't quite happen. All that there is
now is what might have been.
Marianne K. Michael
Hills, Iowa
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61 5 Nationa l Road West• Richmond, Indiana 4 73 7 4
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The Brethren Academy is a t raining partner of the Church of the Brethren and Bethany Theolog ical Sem inary
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In the March 2010 MESSENGER, I read a
delightful story by our fo rmer
MESSENGER editor, Walt Wiltschek, about
the Brethren Revival Fellowship entering its second half-century. Hartman
Rice, one of the two leaders at the
beginning of the BRF, was a long-time
friend and fellow worker in the
Northern Indiana District.
I have known many of the BRF lead-

The opinions expressed in "Letters" are not necessarily those of MESSENGER. Readers should receive
them in the sam e wa y as w hen differing views are
expressed in face-to-face conversation.
Letters should be brief, clear, and respectful of the
opinions of others, with strong differences handled
in the spirit of Matthew 18. Preference is given to letters that respond directly to items in MESSENGER.
Anonymous letters will not be considered.
Send letters to MESSENGER, Attn: Letters, 1451
Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or
messenger@brethren.org. Please include hometo wn and phone number.

ers over this half-century, and have read
many issues of the BRF Witness newsletter. The BRF now reports that their
newsletter now goes to more than 11,000
recipients, and that more than 100 congregations now provide some level of
financial support for BRF.
But the MESSENGER article did not give
the full story of the impact of the BRF on
the Church of the Brethren. That part of
the story will help us see more clearly
where we are now and how we got here.
From the Church of the Brethren
Yearbook, we observe that our church
grew in membe rship and worship attendance for about 250 years until 1963,
with membership at 202,257 and attendance 111,722. The current Yearbook lists
membership at 124,408 and worship
attendance at 59,084, a decline of 77,849
in membership and 52,638 in worship
attendance in about 45 years.
A district query came to the 1979
Annual Conference appealing for help in
dealing with the problem of declining
membership. Conference called me to
chair its committee to discern the causes

\ru:,arnatiorzaz E ducatio1'-

_Joi//!,, us for a LL ofyour most
memorabLe eve//1.,,ts . ..

BUILDING BRIDGES FOR 40 YEARS

New Windsor Conference Center

New Windsor, Maryland
An 6nv£ronment
that moves beyond
the typ£caL
conference Center
We co mb ine contemporary comfort and a
setting
to
tranq uil
create a unique and
refreshing atmosphere
ideal for the perfect
retreat o r
meeting,
special event.
With a w ide array of m eeting spaces, break
out areas, overnight guest rooms, efficiency
apartments and a fu ll service d in ing facil ity
offering dail y m eals as well as d isti nctive
banquets and catering, yo u'l l see w hy so
many groups choose the New Windsor Conference Center fo r their most memorable
occasions!
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2010TOURS

OBERAMMERGAU
TOURS
SPRI NGTIME in HOLLAND, BELGIUM
and GERMANY (Moy 6-17)
LUTHERAN HOLY LAND TOUR (Moy 8-1 9)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE I with JOHN RUTH (June 1-14)
SPECTACULAR SCANDINAVIA & ITS FJORDS (June 13-28)
PENNSYLVANIA to EUROPE (June 19 · July 2)
ISRAEL/ PALESTINE (June 24 · July 5)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE 11
with JOHN SHARP (June 29 • July 12)
ITALY, AUSTRIA & GERMANY (July 7-17)
ENGLAND ond SCOTLAND (July 23 · August 4)
SWISS GLACI ER EXPRESS (July 29 · August 11}
EUROPEAN HERSHEY CUSTOM (August 13-24)
FAITH LUTHERAN HOLY LAN DTOUR (September 5-16)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE Ill with PAUL ZEHR
(September 5-18)
THE ROAD to JERUSALEM (September 11-22)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE IV (September 16-29)

GREAT TREK TOUR with JOHN SHARP (Moy 23 - June 3)
ALASKA CRUISE TOUR I (June 14 -24)
ALASKA CRUISE TOUR II (June 29 · July 10)
FALL ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (September 6-18)
TM MYSTERYTOUR (October 15-23)

2011 TOURS
THE AMAZON RAIN FOREST
and the GALAPAGOS ISLANDS (January 5-16)
JAMAICA - IT'S PEOPLE, NATURAL BEAUTY
and FRUITS (Jonuory 28 - February 6)
CHURCHES and SAFARIS in KENYA
and TANZANIA (February 7-18)
PANAMA CANAL CRUISE TOUR (February 23 - Morch 5)
EXPLORE SOUTH AMERICA (Morch 20 -April 2)
EXPLORE the WORLD of PAUL
with TOM YODER NEUFELD (Moy 4-20)
LEGENDARY RHINE and MOSELLE RIVER CRUISE (Moy 11 -24)
ICELAND COUNTRY TOUR (June 14-23)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE with JOHN RUTH (June 23 · July 6)
EXPERIENCE IRELAND with the LEDERACHS
(September 22 - October 3)
FROM NAZARETH to ROME (November 10·22)

"Building bridges among Mennonites and other Christians and faiths around the world through custom-designed travel. "
New Windsor Conference Center
New Windsor, Maryland 2 1776
Toll Free: 800-766-1553

Local: 410-635-8700

www. newwi ndsorconferencecenter .org

CALL 1 -800-565-0451 FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR
E·MAlt:

office@tourmagination.com

9 Willow Street, Waterloo, ON N2J 1V6 Conodo

WEB:

Reg. #50014322

www.tourmagination.com
2308 Wood Street, Lancaster, PA 17603 USA
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LET EVERY CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN CONGREGATION
AND MEMBER TURN TO
AND GO WITH OUR LORD
JESUS AS HE CALLS AND
LEADS US!

of declining membership and attendance, and bring recommendations for
action by the entire brotherhood. Our
report was adopted by the 1981 Annual
Conference by a strong vote of the
church, but the decline continued. A similar appeal came to the 2007 Annual
Conference, and again it recommended
our report of 1981. The decline in membership and attendance across the brotherhood continues. Increasing numbers
of churches are closing, and in one

strong district, just over a quarter have
already closed.
The causes of the decline in membership and attendance, and in the number
of congregations, is becoming increasingly clear. It remains uncertain whether
there is a Christian concern in the Church
of the Brethren strong enough to call
every congregation and every member to
love, serve, and follow Jesus our Lord!
Is there some connection between the
growth of the BRF and the decline of the
Church of the Brethren? The BRF has its
own publications, its training of church
leaders apart from Bethany Seminary, its
increasing separation from the life and
work of the Church of the Brethrenanother church body using "our" church
name and facilities! This has continued
for the past 50 years, and it is reasonable
to ask, "How much longer?"
The urgency of immediate decision
and action by our church leadership is
clear. Let every Church of the Brethren
congregation and member turn to and

CLASSIFIEDADS

An Inspiring Story of
Hope and Humanity
In 1975, a 37 year-old Brethren
homemaker named Marie
Hamilton started visiting prison
inmates with one simple idea:
to look for and affirm the good
in them. Her vision challenged
conventional thinking, she had
no formal education in criminal
justice, yet her programs have
become an integral part of
Pennsylvania's prison system ,
touching the lives of thousands.

,t.
Brethren Press"
www.brethrenpress.com
800-441-3712
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Have you always wanted to work in a bookstore? Brethren Press is looking for volunteers to assist in setup, operation, and tear-down of the Annual Conference Bookstore in Pittsburgh. If you have interest and time to
volunteer, contact James Deaton at 1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120 or jdeaton@brethren.org.
Consignment sales at Annual Conference. Brethren Press makes space available at Annual Conference for individuals and groups to sell items to Conference attendees on a consignment basis. Consignment space must be
reserved by June 1. For information on consignment sales, contact Brethren Press Consignments, 1451 Dundee
Ave., Elgin, IL 60120-1694 or kstocking@brethren.org.
Feel the Bible come alive as you walk in the footsteps of Paul in beautiful Turkey! Dates are November
4 - 15, 2010 and features the sites of the seven churches of Revelation. Escorted by Rev. John and Rev. Linda
Stoner... ordained COB Pastors and professional travel agents since 1987. Departs from Washington, D. C.(other
cities available). Bus transportation from Western Pa. Airfare, breakfast and dinner while touring, admissions, tips,
and more included. Call 814-444-8800 or e-mail jnljaunts@floodcity.net for pricing and details.

PASTORS NEEDED. Congregations in many of the denomination's 23 districts are in need of strong, trained Christian
leaders who are dedicated to Church of the Brethren beliefs and practices to serve as pastor. The available placements
are both full-time and part-time and include some associate/second staff positions. The congregations vary widely in
size and program. A full listing of openings can be found at www.brethren.org/genbd/ministry/placement.htm.
Contact the appropriate district executive or call the Ministry office at 800-323-8039.
The Cedars, Inc., a retirement community in McPherson, Kansas, seeks a Development Officer. Primary
responsibilities include calling on donors, representing The Cedars at conferences and church gatherings, and working
with upper management to implement fund-raising activities. The successful candidate will enjoy interacting with
people, be comfortable speaking in public, and be familiar with Church of the Brethren and Free Methodist values.
She/he will either have a proven track record or be willing to learn about fund-raising approaches and effective strategies. Send resume to Carma Wall, CEO, The Cedars, Inc., 1021 Cedars Drive, McPherson, KS 67460 or e-mail
cwall@thecedars.org. We will begin interviewing early June and continue to receive applicants until the position is
filled . The Cedars, Inc. is an equal opportunity employer.

go with our Lord Jesus as he calls and
leads us!
I am deeply concerned about the
division and hostility in the Church of
the Brethren. I hope my comments here
will be helpful to all who read
MESSENGER.
Olden Mitchell
North Manchester, Ind.

Please send information to be
included in Turning Points to
Jean Clements, I 451 Dundee
Ave, Elgin, IL 60120; 800323-8039 ext. 206;
jclements@brethren.org.
Information must be complete
in order to be published.
Information older than one
year cannot be published.

New Members
Bakersfield, Calif.: Robby
Burke, Sophia Matthias,
Marilynne Meystrick, Judy
Mitchell, Joshua Wurmnest,
Molly Montgomery
Big Creek, Cushing, Okla.:
Colin Douglas
Cerro Gordo, Ill.: Nancy
Gorrell
Elkhart Valley, Elkhart, Ind.:
Micah Gi lbert
Eversole, New Lebanon,
Ohio: Garrett Moore
Florin, Mount Joy, Pa.: Anna
Fritz, Jamie Ober, Jim
Snyder, Leslie Stauffer
Hickory Grove, Dunkirk,
Ind.: Shania Murphy,
Kimber Harris, Sierra
Richardson, Siem
Wampner, Dahla Townsend
Madison Avenue, York, Pa.:
Donna Malone, Josie
Johnson-Bull
Maple Grove, New Paris,
Ind.: Crystal Reagan
McPherson , Kan.: Ashley
All mon, feff Allmon , Paula
Allmon
Modesto, Calif. : Claire S .
Fiddes, Laurien Fiddes,
Linda Flores, Ben Garst,
Starla Garst, Esther Ho,
Gayle Howell, Maren
McCourt, David F.
Messamer, Gerald Moore,
Elaine Wolff, Ken Wolff
Mohrsville, Pa. : Amy
Searfoss, Jeff Searfoss
Quakertown, Pa.: Lorraine
Swartley
Rummel, Windber, Pa.:
Kennedy Bauer, Megan
Dagostino, Kris Weaver,
Aileen Weaver, Tabitha
Weaver, Raebel Weaver ,
Lisa W irfel

Overlooked Brethren author
I appreciated Glenn Mitchell's article on
Celtic Christianity in the April
MESSENGER. But it is unfortunate that the
list of suggested readings in the sidebar
on page 10 did not include a seminal
book on the subject by one of our own
Brethren scholars. Graydon Snyder pub-

Sharpsburg, Md.: Linda
Canfield, Bill Kidweiler
Smith Mountain Lake, Wirtz,
Va.: Alan Peterson, Haley
Amos
Somerset, Pa.: Vernon Yoder,
Clara Yoder
Troutville, Ya.: Kimberly
Haranzo
Tucson, Ariz.: Ken Johnson,
Derrick Foster
Venice, Fla.: Pamela Groff
Waynesboro, Pa.: Steven
Naugle, II, Richard Stainbrook, Stan Bowman, Caryl
Bowman, Dorothy Hess,
White Oak, Manheim, Pa.:
Travis Dull, Colleen Groff,
William Martin, Nickea
Metzler, Hali Negley, Jamie
Sauder, Wendell Stoner,
Rachelle Wantz, Ashlea Dull

Anniversaries
Fitzkee, Daniel and Floy,
Manheim, Pa., 50
Guyer, Albert and Hazel,
Quincy, Pa., 60
Hammond, Paul and Gretchen,
Davison, Mich., 55
Hartman, Robert E. and
Clarabell e, Milford, Ind. , 50
Kintner, Russell and Marjorie,
Adrian, Mich ., 55
Kissling, Charles and Marian,
Bluffton, Ohio, 60
Kulp, Bob and Anna Mae,
Manheim , Pa., 60
Maxwell , Leroy a nd Pauline,
Waynesboro, Pa., 70
McAlpin, Dale and Marilyn,
Waterloo, Iowa, 60
Reisinger, Ernest and Alma,
Manheim, Pa., 55
Risser, Alvin , Jr. , and Mildred,
Mount Joy, Pa., 50
Shenk, Galen and Nancy,
Elizabethtown, Pa., 50
Stauffer, Guy and Ruth,
Bradenton, Fla., 65
Stover, Darwin and Virginia,
Chambersburg, Pa., 71

Deaths
Adams, Jack R. , 73, Zionhill,
Pa., Jan. 25
Alvaro, Ronald, 72, Keyser,
W.Va., Dec. 22

Bowers, Eugene, 90, La
Verne, Calif., Jan. 20
Breiner, Mary, 62, Kintnersville,
Pa., March 2, 2009
Brookins, Douglas A., 56,
Tippecanoe, Ind., Jan. 21
Brubaker, Anna Ruth, 89,
Manheim, Pa., Nov. 28
Brubaker, Helen K., 87,
Camden, Ohio, Feb. 26
Bryan, Douglas, 43, Lima,
Ohio, Feb, 21
Burall , Jesse, 83, Monrovia,
Md., Feb. 24
Cassel, Esther, 67, Manheim,
Pa., Nov. JO
Charis , Margaret, 8 7, Prairie
City, Iowa, Sept. 20
DeGraff, Dorothy May, 85,
Hagerstown , Md ,, Feb. 20
Ewert, Milton H, , 76,
Modesto, Calif. , March 13
Falls, Issac, 76, Troutville, Va.,
Dec, 6
Fisher, Evelyn L., 87,
Clarence, Iowa, Feb. 24
Gilmer, Roy, 98, Fort Wayne,
Ind. , Feb. 23
Gingerich, Treva, 71, Dover,
Pa., Jan. 27
Graybill, Betty, 81, Troutville,
Va ., Jan. 18
Green, Annetta, 60, Buckeye
Lake, Ohio, Feb. 22
Grow, Arlene, 86, Allentown,
Pa., Dec. 20
Hahn, Helen I., 96, Quincy,
Pa., May 9, 2009
Hendricks, Evelyn, 81,
Tecum seh, Mich., Feb. 18
Hogrefe, Emma Gene, 84,
Cushing, Okla., Sept. 1 7
Hoover, Sara Jane, 84,
Elizabethtown, Pa., Feb. 17
Howard, Lou , 95, Cushing,
Okla., Aug. 11
Huber, Dorothy, 84,
Collegeville, Pa. , March 3
Jarrett, Dorothy, 89,
Zanesville, Ohio, Jan. 6
Knepp, Flossie, 86, Largo,
Fla., March J 0
Krape, Margaret L., 88, York,
Pa., Feb. 22
Lukens, Ralph, 76, Cushing,
Okla. , Feb. 5
Manier, Jacob M., 96,
Stanley, Wis. , March 2
Martin, Rebecca, 84, Quincy,

lished his very important book on this
subject: Irish Jesus/Roman Jesus, in
2002. It was published by Trinity Press
International in Harrisburg, Pa . I wish
there were a way that Brethren authors
could be better known even among the
Brethren.

Pa., Sept. 14
McCaslin, Bill, 79, Cushing,
Okla ., Aug. 11
Metzger, Betty, 85, Rossville,
Ind. , March 1
Mott, WiUiam Bruce, 83,
Waynesboro, Pa., Sept. 20
Newman , Ofelia, 86,
Harrisburg, Pa., March 12
Parker, Pearldean , 89,
Greenwood, D el. , Feb. 7
Pfaltzgraff, Roy E., Sr., 92,
Lancaster, Pa., March I
Potts, Katheryn L., 93, Waynes boro, Pa., March 8, 2009
Pritt, Arveda M., 102, Keyser,
W.Va. , Jan. 23
Ross, Frances E., 9 I ,
Somerset, Pa., Feb. 15
Russell, Albert, 90, Adrian,
Mich. , Jan. 4
Russell, Viola, 89, Adrian,
Mich ., Oct. 1
Sauder, Norman, 84,
Manheim, Pa., Sept. 27
Schmidt, Dorothea, 87, Lititz,
Pa., Jan. 31
Smith, Kenneth, 89, New
Paris, Ind., Jan. 8
Smith, Nancy Estelle Wean,
74, Ransom, W.Va., March
28, 2009
Snoeberger, Clarence, 92,
New Enterprise, Pa., Jan. 23
Spencer, Violet, 73,
Greensburg, Pa., )an. 31
Strawman, Edna M., 97,
Pemberville, Ohio, Jan. 24
Tinkey, Elinore, 94,
Greensburg, Pa., Oct. 24
Urich, Daris Kathryn, 90,
Hagerstown, Md. , Feb. 23
Vickroy, Blanche, 87,
Johnstown, Pa., Feb. 19
Weber, Alice, 96, McPherson,
Kan., Feb. 9
Wenzel , Earl, 78, Manheim,
Pa., Feb. I 3
Weyandt, Dorothy, 83,
Greensburg, Pa., Sept. 7
White, Martha, 90, New
Market, Md., Jan. 20
Wilson, Cletus, 68, Cushing,
Okla., Oct. 16
Wisehart, David, 89, Borne,
Texas, Oct. 7
Wiseman, Eugene R., 83 ,
Winter Haven, Fla. , Feb. 9
Yokum, Freda, 95, Harman,
WVa., Dec. 7

William R. Eberly
North Manchester, Ind.

Licensings
Ambrose, Adam, S. Pa. Dist.
(Brandis, Saint Thomas,
Pa.), March 14
Gumm, Brian, N. Plains Dist.
(Prairie City, Iowa), Oct. 18
Ogden, Stanley P., Yirlina
Dist. (Bethel, Arrington,
Va.), March 7
Sable, Alix, Atl. N .E. Dist.
(Maranatha Multicultural
Fellowship, Lancaster, Pa.) ,
Jan. 31
Willauer, Matthew, Atl. N.E.
Dist. (Parker Ford,
Pottstown, Pa.), Feb. 7
Worhun, Dore Lynn, Atl. N.E.
Dist. (Akron, Pa.) , Jan. 17

Ordinations
Garner, Paul L., Jr ., S . Pa.
Dist. (Yorkana, York, Pa.),
Nov. 15
Gower, Terry E. , W. Marva
Dist. (Glady, WVa.) , Feb. 21
Tanner, A. Shawn, Virlina
Dist. (Green Hill, Salem,
Va.) , March 7
Ziler, Sherri, W. Marva Dist.
(Danville, Rawlings, Md.),
Feb. 14

Placements
Carr, Jeffery W., from chaplain,
Bridgewater Retirement
Community, Bridgewater,
Va., to senior pastor,
Bridgewater, Va., March I
Romero, Jody, pastor, Bella
Vista, Los Angeles, Calif.,
March 15
Sable, Alix, pastor, Maranatha
Multicultural Fellowship,
Lancaster, Pa., Jan. 3 I
Spire, Steven R., from interim
associate to associate pastor
for children and youth,
Pleasant Valley, Weyers
Cave, Va., Feb. 15
Tabor, Michael L., pastor,
Mount Joy, Buchanan, Va. ,
March 1
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Where have we been?
M
ohandas K. Gandhi's grandson, Dr. Arun
Gandhi, spoke to a standing-room-only crowd on
the top floor ballroom of the University of La Verne's gleaming new glass and steel campus center in April. He spoke on
the topic of "Nonviolent responses to terrorism." What
would he tell us, we wondered, this grandson of one of the
planet's most famous peacemakers?
Moments earlier, in his welcoming remarks, ULV president Steve
Morgan mentioned that the University
of La Verne had been founded in 1891
by members of the Church of the
Brethren, one of the three historic
peace churches. I couldn't help wondering how many of those sitting in
chairs or leaning against the ballroom
walls even knew that, or had any real
inkling of what made the Church of
the Brethren unique. Barely 1 percent
of the student body claim any ties to
the Church of the Brethren. And Brethren faculty members
there are a dwindling minority. I also found it a touch ironic
that someone from the outside had come to this institution,
founded by members of a peace church, to tell those gathered on its campus about pacifism.
But it made me think not just of the university, but of
the Church of the Brethren, itself, and how far we may have
strayed from those values that once marked us, made us
stand out, even among other Christians: simplicity, service,

er aspect to violence that is pervasive, passive, one that permeates our culture. We find it in our movies, on television,
on the Internet, in video games, in our music. Ours is a culture that has adopted violence as the one-size-fits-all, kneejerk answer to any problem that may confront us. Someone
cuts us off on the freeway, we lean on our horns, or worse.
Is it any wonder, therefore, that we are witnessing more
and more accounts of violent bullying in our schools, teen
suicides, children burning children, or girls being encouraged to fight so that their battles can be taped and then
broadcast on the Internet? A man on a New York street trying to rescue a woman from a mugging was stabbed by the
assailant. He stumbled a few feet and collapsed on a sidewalk. This was caught on tape. For more than an hour, people walked past him as he lay in a pool of blood. They did
nothing. Well, one did-he snapped a photo of the man on
his cell phone. By the time police and paramedics arrived,
the man had bled to death. Then, of course, there are our
endless wars.
Has the world lost its mind? Maybe. But maybe these
people simply don't know any better. They know of no other
way to respond.
We do. Maybe it's time for us to shake off our complacency, or our own fears, and show that there are other ways
to deal with conflict.
We can choose pacifism, Dr. Gandhi said. There are
alternatives to violent response . What would help would be
for someone to demonstrate what that can look like.
Members of an historic peace church, perhaps?

pacifism. Especially pacifism .
We once were considered a peculiar people-and not
just because of the way we dressed. No, we were peculiar
because it was evident that we took the teachings of Jesus
seriously. And if that meant we wouldn't fight in wars-even
popular ones-then so be it.
But is the Church of the Brethren the peace church it
once was? And not just in terms of war, but with regard to
violence, in general.
Dr. Gandhi said there are two aspects to violence. There
is the obvious physical violence that we see in wars
between nations and crime in our streets. But there is anoth-

Gene Stoltzfus was director of Christian Peacemaker
Teams from its founding in 1998 until 2004. He died March
10 after a heart attack at the age of 70. In a brief account of
his life and relationship with the Church of the Brethren on
page 23, the story is told of his visit to Pakistan arid
Afghanistan in late 2001 and early 2002 with current CPT
director Doug Pritchard. An Afghan leader who learned that
these Americans were not about making war, but making
peace, asked them, "Where have you been all these years?"
Where have we been all these years? It's a good question .
Perhaps a more important one is: Where will we be with our
voices, and ourselves, in the years to come? -Ed. ~

COMING IN JUNE: Annual Conference preview, agenda, and city setting; moderator profile; Annual
Conference special response process; Middle East reflections, Bible study, and the case for God.
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ACHIEVING OUR GOALS

et us give hope
to one another.

Photos (clockwise from left): Paul Jeffrey/CWS•ACT, June Kim/UMCOR, Bev Abma/FRB, AGGLOBE/FRB, ECLOF International. Aaron H. Johnston/RVS

Reach out your soul to the hungry: Team up

with smallholder food producers in developing
countries. Equip people who are underfed to
feed themselves. Invest in efforts to conserve
water, regenerate the soil, nurture sustainability, cool the planet . Live out the call of
Christ to lift the lives of the poor. Enter into
the joy that comes in giving yourself to others.

~

Chu,ch of the B,eth,en
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