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1111111 Homes in Haiti.
$4,000 builds a3-room home with cement floor
$2,500 completes maior home repairs
$175 provides 20 pieces of rebar
$75 provides 10 sacks of cement
$56 provides 10 sheets of roofing tin
Support the Haiti Hurricane Response.
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Send your gift to: Emergency Disaster Fund
Church of the Brethren, 1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120
www.brethren.org/haiti 800-451-4407
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Church at home
A growing movement takes Christianity back to its roots: small fellowships called
"house churches" that strive to restore a deeper sense of community and discipleship to faith. Some Brethren groups are among those seeking this new/old way of
being the church.
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'I thank God for your prayers'
More than 20 years ago, Church of the Brethren member Marie Ham ilton started
the PrayerMates program to give inmates a spiritual lifeline. It has brought
uncounted blessings to many prisoners-and to those praying with them.
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A prescription for success
When Paul Derstine began as executive director of lnterchurch Medical
Assistance (now IMA World Health) in 1992, it was a tiny operation with a limited
mission. As he retires this year, Derstine leaves behind a much larger organization with major worldwide impact.

18

Jude: A little book with a big message
The 25 verses in this brief letter near the end of the New Testament contain a lot
of content, with promises of God's love amid challenges for the church.

expressions of faith that are less formal and more
community-driven than many existing
"institutional" churches. Some websites estimate as
many as 5 million Americans are part of such
groups. What can Brethren find in this growing
movement?
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Brethren Press publisher Wendy McFadden is taking a well-deserved sabbatical during
the final quarter of the year to spend time with family and work on some other projects.
In her absence, we're pleased to present a "classic" from the extensive collection she
has written over the years. This column originally ran in the November 1999 MESSENGER.
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n the change of seasons, we saw a mouse or two at
the General Offices here in Elgin. We had to eat or take

home our chocolate and other snacks because the corners were

getting nibbled. Some poor souls found only scraps of foil where
they had stored up their treasures.
One mouse was even frightened into my briefcase when someone walked into my office while I was out. Fortunately, I'm fond
enough of mice that I didn't mind sharing.
I figure the rodents were simply trying to come in out of the
cold. Who wouldn't want to live in our cozy office building when an autumn wind
sweeps in across the back forty? The furry visitors reminded me that even Indian summer had passed.
Some people relish the crisp days of fall- days that mean apple-picking, golden leaves,
football weather. But not me. While I enjoy a hayride as much as the next person, I can
never thoroughly enjoy fall-because it comes just before winter. The nip in the air is the
precursor to an arctic January. Dead leaves will soon be covered by snow. The world will
go monochromatic. For someone who can remember wearing shorts once on Christmas
Day in California, northern Illinois winters seem to last at least six months.
But a concept I've come to appreciate is that of fallow time. While the earth is frozen, it
is renewing itself. In the fallow season it is engaged in creative rest. We may think nothing is happening, but it is.
I wonder if that happens to us as well.
When our lives seem bleak and cold and nothing is growing, might the snow be that
which ultimately waters our deepest roots? In the wilderness of our souls, can we cultivate the presence of God?
This Thanksgiving, when I thank God for the bounty of the land, perhaps I can also
find it within myself to be thankful for the winter that is to come. Thankful for the
rhythms and seasons of life, thankful for beauty even when it is severe, thankful for a
time in which to build the reserve for the energetic burst that is to come.
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CONGREGATION CLOSE-UP

Kline effort enters final stretch
Preservation group aims to save historic homestead
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A local Brethren effort to save the John Kline homestead in Broadway, Va., is going down to the wire.
The John Kline Homestead Preservation Trust,
spearheaded by Shenandoah Valley Brethren,
says it needs to raise $425,000 in order to purchase the house and an acre of surrounding
land. As of Sept. 30, about $150,000 in gifts and
pledges had been raised, including $60,000 from
the nearby Linville Creek Church of the Brethren.
That leaves about $300,000 needed for the purchase and related expenses, money that the trust
must have available for the purchase by Dec. 31.
The land was put up for sale by its long-time owners in 2006. At that time the Park View Federal
Credit Union purchased an adjacent plot for a new
building and agreed to purchase the Kline homestead land to give the trust time to make an offer.
That agreement expires at the end of this year.
"If we do not purchase the property by
Linville Creek Church of the Brethren
December 31, 2009, we will lose the opportunity
pastor Paul Roth gives a tour of the
to preserve the homestead as a Brethren herJohn Kline home in Broadway, Va.
itage center to share the legacy of Elder John
Kline's life and ministry," a statement from the group said.
While no other agreements are in place, trust members fear the land will be purchased for development if it is not preserved now. Kline, a prominent 19th-century
Brethren leader, lived in the house and was buried nearby after his assassination
during the Civil War. In recent years it has been the site of several Church of the
Brethren youth workcamps, as well as many Brethren tour stops.
"Preserving the homestead of Elder John Kline is a worthy endeavor," said
Oakton Church of the Brethren (Vienna, Va.) pastor and former Annual Conference
moderator Chris Bowman, speaking in support of the trust. "The homestead project provides a set-apart space where reflection on the faithful ministry of a spiritual
ancestor might call forth and nurture the faithfulness of the next generation of
those who would follow the Prince of Peace."
Recent fundraising efforts have included 1850s-style candlelight dinners at the
John Kline home offered by Linville Creek and a benefit performance of a play
about Kline's life at Bridgewater (Va.) Church of the Brethren.
Donations can be made to the John Kline Homestead Preservation Fund at PO Box
247, Broadway, VA 22815. For more information, visit www.johnklinehomestead.com
or e-mail Linville Creek pastor Paul Roth at proth@eagles.bridgewater.edu.
Do you have district or congregational stories that might be of interest to MESSENGER? Short items with a
photo, if possible, are best. Send them to MESSENGER, c/o In Touch, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or
messenger@brethren.org.

..1111111111111 YOU SAID IT
~ A s we work at relationships with one another
in Christian community,
we deepen our own
personal walk with God."
- l<nthy Fuller Guisewite, licensed minister m1d spiritua l director
in the Church of the Brethren, writing in Brethren Press' Seed
Packet newsletter
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Number of people who took part in one of the
Church of the Brethren youth and young adult
workcamps offered this past summer, 16 higher
than in 2008. See www.brethren.org/workcamps
for more information.

Heritage Fair on Sept. 26. The camp is
also building a "hammock village." ...
The Brethren Home Community (New
Oxford, Pa.) had an Apple Butter
Festival on Oct. 10 .... Camp Harmony
(Hooversville, Pa.) will host the
Western Pennsylvania District auction
on Nov. 7 .... The Bittersweet Ministries
Gospel Band headlined a multicultural
praise celebration Oct. 8 at Harrisburg
(Pa.) First Church of the Brethren.

Southeast Southeastern District is
studying whether to acquire a van to
assist with district transportation .. . .
Virlina District held a Disaster
Response Volunteer Appreciation
Dinner on Oct. 25 at Germantown
Brick Church of the Brethren (Rocky
Mount, Va.). A quartet provided enterta inment . ... Camp Bethel (Fincastle,
Va.) drew 887 campers this past summer. It was the seventh straight sum-·
mer that camper numbers have
increased, up 53 percent since 2002.
Midwest A new Brethren church
plant group in Racine, Wis., held a
meeting on Sept. 13 .... Fred Beam
served as the preacher for this year's
Blue River Church of the Brethren
(Columbia City, Ind.) revival services
Sept. 27-Oct. 4.... Northern Ohio
District was scheduled to hold a
"Springs of Living Water" church
renewal training event Oct. 31 at
Inspiration Hills in Burbank.
Ozarks/Plains Living Peace Church of
the Brethren (Sioux City, Iowa) and On
Earth Peace partnered to hold a "Tools
for the Road" peace education event
Oct. 16-17 .. .. Stover Memorial Church
of the Brethren is endeavoring to
begin a new young adult ministry in
the Des Moines area .. .. A "Projects
Unlimited" auction at the WesternPlains District conference raised $3,278
for various projects.
West Idaho District's disaster ministries auction this summer raised
more than $8,000 .... Noted
author/scholar Diana Butler Bass will
lead a workshop prior to Pacific
Southwest District's conference Nov. 6
in Sacramento, Calif. The main conference takes place Nov. 6-8.
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Roanoke-area pastors offer
blessings for local schools

Dranesville Church of the Brethren pastor Paul Liepelt gets a sendoff from youth
campers at Shepherd's Spring Outdoor Ministry Center in Maryland.

Ride captures passion, and some dollars for Heifer village
At the time it seemed such an innocent declaration: "I'm thinking of organ izing a
charity motorcycle ride to benefit Heifer International." But the problem with
making such declarations is that it must be followed by action. And so, when
you are in the middle of the Mojave Desert at 2 p.m. on a motorcycle, in 110degree heat, you really have no one to blame but yourself! The one thought that
loomed was, "How did I get here?" Just a few months before, this trip was
nothing but dots and circles on a map.
But for me, motorcycles and the love of riding are connected with eve ry facet
of my ministry and life. So to use this love and passion as a tool to help
promote and fundraise for the new Heifer Global Village at Shepherd's Spring
Outdoor Ministry Center (Sharpsburg, Md.) was second nature.
With the encouragement and support of Shepherd's Sp ring, as well as my
congregation-Dranesville Church of the Brethren in Herndon, Va., I headed out
on a 6,300-mile-long trek across nearly the entire country from Maryland to San
Diego for Annual Conference and back again on a 30-year-old motorcycle: crossing deserts, riding the heights of the Rockies, and slipping through the cu rrents
of wind across the Great Plains.
What I found along the way, somewhat unexpectedly, was a denomination full
of individuals who-along with providing outstanding fellowship and hospitality-want to do whatever they can to support and encourage ministry and passion in the name of Jesus Christ. In Phoenix and Clovis, N.M ., in Cabool, Mo.,
and Glendora, Calif., and Waterloo, Iowa, were individuals and congregations
who took me in and fed me, providing places of rest and amazing food no matter what hour I arrived! All of them were able to connect to the reason I was
traveling so far because, I think, all of us have ministries we are passionate
about: ministries that compel us to do what might seem crazy to others.
This whole trip earned just shy of $5,000 for the Heifer Global Village. Perhaps
we can all rediscover our passion for Christ and discover how we can support
ministries that others are passionate about!-Paul Liepelt
From left to right, Elvin and Irene Molison,
Ray and Fay Swartz, Esther and Glenn Miller,
Betty Slothour, Jay and Doris Foge/sanger,
Wa lter and Evelyn Dickensheets, Glenn and
Helen Kinsel, Nelson and Leah Miller, and
Clarence and Margaret Berg are honored at
Hanover (Pa .) Church of the Brethren for 50 or
more years of m arriage. Not pictured: Bob
Slothour, Roger and Joanne Colkitt, James and
Carol Snyder, Cletus and Joanne Wentz, and
Maynard and Mary Kate Henry.
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Central Church of the Brethren pastor lim
Harvey and Williamson Road Church of
the Brethren pastor Mike Huffaker took
part in a first "Blessing of the Schools"
interfaith prayer service for Roanoke (Va.)
City Public Schools on Aug 30.
Leaders from a number of Christian congregations, an Islamic center, and a Jewish
synagogue offered prayers at the service.
The event was sponsored by Congregations
in Action, which also includes Hollins Road
Church of the Brethren.
With a theme from Jeremiah 29:7-"But
seek the welfare of the city" -the service
featured a welcome from schools superintendent Rita Bishop and a keynote address
from the chair of the Roanoke City school '
board. The Roanoke Times reported that
Bishop stands by the Supreme Court's ruling that prayer in schools is unconstitutional
but told the gathering, "Through your work,
you have put everything that prayer is
about back in schools."
Harvey, one of the organizers of the
event, added a closing challenge: "It is
our job to seek the welfare of the children
of this city," he said .

Sermon series at Hanover
lifts up value of the family
Hanover (Pa.) Church of the Brethren in
June focused on "strengthening the family"
through a sermon series by pastor
Geraldine Godfrey and other special events.
Hanover began on June 7 by celebrating
graduates and undergirding the family as
the church shares learning opportunities.
On June 14, the service lifted up all couples who had celebrated 50 years or more
of marriage. There were 13 couples in the
congregation representing 726 years of
marriage. Nine of the couples were present that morning, and they were asked to
share how they have been strengthened

From left to right, t he
Peoria Bret hren quartet of
Penelope Garrison, Vicki
M athen y, Dan Boulton, and

LANDMARKS

Russel Boulton take t he
field at a Chief s game to

• A Brethren delegation to Angola helped celebrate
church connections built through disaster relief efforts
there, attend ing the 125th anniversary celebration of the
Evangelical Congregational Church in Angola. Roy Winter,
executive director of Brethren Disaster Ministries, and Dale
Minnich, chair of the Church of the Brethren Mission and
Ministry Board, traveled to Angola May 19-28.
Since 2001, the Church of the Brethren has supported 10
relief projects in Angola with grants chiefly from the
Emergency Disaster Fund, but also from the Global Food
Crisis Fund.
• White Rock Church of the Brethren (Floyd, Va.}
broke ground for a new fellowship building on Oct. 4.
• Beaver Run Church of the Brethren (Burlington,
WVa.) w ill be celebrating its 225th anniversary in 2010. It
is selling "My Home Town" wooden replicas of the church
for the occasion.
• M arie Atwood of English River Church of the
Brethren (South English, Iowa) was inducted into the Iowa
4-H Hall of Fame during the state fair on Aug. 23.
• Architect Gay Mercer of Mack Memorial Church of the
Brethren (Dayton, Ohio}, worked on a home makeover in
Beavercreek, Ohio, as part of the television show
"Extreme Makeover: Home Edition."
• Ralph McFadden, a member of Highland Avenue
Church of the Brethren in Elgin, Ill., was installed as president of the Brethren Mennonite Council for Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, and Transgender Interests (BMC) at a special
three-year planning retreat for the BMC board held Sept.
18-20 in northern Indiana.

sing the National Anthem.

by God's presence in their marriage. Each received a white rose.
The longest-married, Leah and
Nelson Miller, received a bouq uet of
flowers from the worship center
honoring their 64 years of m arriage.
The third sermon in the series
lifted up fathers on June 21,
Father's Day, and focused on the
need for a father's presence to
strengthen the family.
"Through this series I was also
able to talk about blended families,
adopting a grandparent/grandchild,
and returning to valuable one-onone relationship-building t ools,"
Godfrey said. "The whole series
was well received."

Class provides leadership
to church and community
The Seekers Sunday school class at
the First Church of the Brethren in
Peoria, Ill., contributes many leaders to the church Leadership Team
and to the Illinois/Wisconsin
District. Four members have been
elected moderator of the district
during just t he past seven years .
This class began life over 40 years
ago, and many of the original mem-

be rs continue to contribute to the
class's continued existence.
The class not only participates in
the missions of the church but also
enjoys an active social calendar
throughout the year. It sponsors a
church retreat every February,
inviting challenging speakers from
throughout the denomination to
awaken our commitment to Christ.
Class members also celebrate with
eve nts like a "junk food progressive party," going to athletic
games, enjoying a dinner theatre,
and other fun outings.
One event the Seekers class has
used to spread the name of the
Chu rch of the Brethren is the local
minor league baseball team, the
Peoria Chiefs. On July 12 a
Brethren quartet sang the National
Anthem while the Seekers class
cheered for the Chiefs. The quartet
includes Vicki Matheny, Penelope
Garrison, Dan Boulton, and Russel
Boulton, who received a standing
ovation when they concluded.
Several people around our section
were heard saying, "We need to
have these Brethren back to sing."
Evangelism comes in many guises
at public events.-Gil Crosby

BUILDING
BRIDGES
Meditations by Wilmer Martin

T

ake a v in ual world tr ip w ith an experienced trnvcle r who adds his own
fa 1th-but!d mg m s1gh ts. President of TourMagm at1on, W il mer Martin
sha res lessons learned lead ing tours aroun d th e world, and in his work as a
M ennonite m in ister. Part de votion a l, part memoir, Building Bridges will
en courage fa ithful readers to consider h ow they live in the world today.

Building Bridges appeals to people of faith, those wh o enjoy travel, an d those
in terested in bu ilding bridges with oth ers of diffe rent fa iths an d cultures.

To purchase a copy for yourself or as a gift,
call 1-800-565 -0451.
$11.95 US o r $13 .95 CON plus shipping/handli ng.

REMEMBERED
• Ernest W. Lefever, 89, died July 29 at The Brethren
Home Community in New Oxford, Pa. An ordained minister in the Church of the Brethren from the early 1940s
through 1979, he was nominated in 1981 as assistant secretary of human rights under President Ronald Reagan.
Lefever attended Elizabethtown (Pa.) College and was
ordained in York (Pa.) First Church of the Brethren. He
worked with Brethren Service following World War 11,
helping direct the YMCA War Prisoners' Aid program in
England and Germany from about 1945 to 1948. During
that time he also was a regular correspondent for the
Religious News Service. Later, he was an international
affairs specialist with the National Council of Churches, a
staff consultant on foreign affairs to Sen. Hubert
Humphrey, a senior researcher at the Brookings Institute,
and founded the conservative think tank Ethics and Public
Policy Center in 1976.
• James Bulama, a minister in Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a
Nigeria (EVN-the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria) and a
faculty member at Kulp Bible College, died suddenly on
Aug . 21, at age 70. His funeral was held Aug. 29.
M essenger Nov em ber 2009

A visible difference
M

y childhood memories of going to Annual
Conference are fond ones of places like Ocean
Grove, N.J., with its unique conference hall and no cars on
Sundays; of people like Alvin Brightbill leading the singing during worship; and of the delegates
wrestling through difficult questions
of faith and practice. Annual
Conference was an event that I loved
to attend. It was that one week of my
summer, along with church camp,
where I met old friends, made new
ones, and usually found my faith
being stretched and strengthened.
As I reflect on these childhood
experiences of Annual Conference I
am certain that they played a significant part in my choice to take the "Brethren path" as an
adult: Elizabethtown College, Brethren Volunteer Service,
Bethany Theological Seminary, and pastoral ministry for
almost 30 years. This path has helped me answer God's call
to a life of faith and service.

and how we live together as congregations, districts, and
denomination? To whom and to what resources do we turn to
in difficult discussions and decisions in our life together?
This year I was actually looking forward to attending Annual
Conference. I was excited about the Conference leadership, the
theme, and the setting. I confess that I was concerned about
the handling of several business items, particularly the items
on "Dealing with Strongly Controversial Issues" and the
"Query: Language on Same Sex Covenantal Relationships."
In previous Conference discussions on human sexuality, which
usually ended up focusing on homosexuality, the discussion has
been heated, unkind, and disrespectful. Not this year. The conversation seemed different to me, a bit more confessional and
respectful. The tone was different, and I have a theory as to why.
Prior to Conference an invitation to crochet or knit rainbow
scarves was sent out through the progressive circles in the
denomination. It was estimated that 500 to 800 of those
scarves were handed out to Conference attendees who wanted
to visibly demonstrate their desire for the church to be an
inclusive, welcoming body. Everywhere you looked in the
Conference hall and on the grounds you saw folks wearing

THE CONVERSATION SEEMED DIFFERENT TO ME, A BIT MORE
CONFESSIONAL AND RESPECTFUL. THE TONE WAS DIFFERENT, AND I

II

HAVE A THEORY AS TO WHY.

In recent years, though, I have not looked forward to
attending Annual Conference. What had once been a week
that nurtured and stretched my faith had somehow evolved
into a dreaded experience of church conflict, disrespectful
debate, and division . I've wondered if my earlier experiences
of Conference were simply ones of childhood naivete?
Perhaps ... but then I remember difficult discussions on our
peace position, civil disobedience, and the Consultation on
Church Union, and events like the burning of draft cards on
the Conference stage. What changed? What made Annual
Conference such a different experience for me?
For some time now I think the Church of the Brethren, like
other denominations, has been captured by the culture wars
of the American political scene. I think these wars fuel fear,
encourage disrespect and incivility, and thrive on bitter
opposition. While the Annual Conference floor has never
been as contentious as some of this summer's town hall
meetings, nor have I seen Conferencegoers at the microphones with guns strapped on their legs, I believe that we
have adopted ways of exclusion using words as our
weapons instead. Both are divisive and intimidating rather
than building up the body of Christ.
Recent years of attending Annual Conference have left me
pondering several questions. Is there no room for honest and
prayer-full disagreement over matters of faith and practice? Is
unity experienced only through uniformity of belief, theology,

■
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rainbow scarves! Suddenly the gay and allied members of the
church were no longer invisible! Of the 2,000 Conferencegoers,
perhaps a quarter of them were wearing scarves.
I believe this visibility changed the tone of the Conference
discussion. No longer could people get up and say hatefilled, disrespectful things about "those sinful people"
because we were sitting, standing, and walking right next to
each other throughout the week.
It reminded me again of my childhood Annual Conference
experiences where the witness of the plain-clothes sisters
and brothers drew my respect. I listened carefully to the
words of those sisters and brothers because they dared to
stand up and stand out visibly among us.
Did the presence of some rainbow scarves really make a
difference in the tone of Annual Conference this ·year? I don't
know for sure, but I think so. Of course there were other factors-Conference leadership, worship, the movement of the
Spirit, and yes, even the sunny California climate. Even so, I
believe these visible symbols of our diversity helped to create
a climate of respect as we tackled this year's church business.
Will it continue? I hope so. In fact, I am looking forward to
seeing what happens next year in Pittsburgh when we gather under the theme of "Taking Jesus Seriously." li!
Bonnie Kline Smeltzer is pastor of University Bapt ist and Brethren Chu rch in State
College. Pa.

ORTHY

''Doctrine
divides,
spirituality
unites.''
-Sister Pina Sandu, a member of an Orthodox monastery in Romania currently serving at the Bossey Institute in Switzerland. She was quoted in a
World Council of Churches feature by Sara Speicher.

"Our task is not just to shout, 'Whoopee, I'm
going to heaven!' Our task is to go out and
serve, to do justice, to love mercy, to reflect
God's love."
-retired United Methodist pastor Russell Gallimore, talking about the

importance of Sunday school as a place of preparation for going into the
world. He was quoted in The United Methodist Reporter.

"There are inconsistencies and many
outdated aspects of immigrati on laws, and
I think they are therefore unjust and unfair."
-Leith Anderson, president of the National Association of Evangelicals,
calling for a shortening of the lengthy waiting period for US citizenship

"We live in insulated bubbles in America; we
can get along quite fine without ever having
the desperation of the poor intrude on our
protected lives."
-Richard Stearns, president of World Vision, speaking in an interview
with The United Methodist Reporter.

CULTUREVIEW
• The Mennonite Church USA
Executive Board has named
Ervin R. Stutzman of
Harrisonburg, Va., as that
denomination's next executive
director. Stutzman is vice president and seminary dean as well
as professor of church ministries at Eastern Mennonite
University in Harrisonburg. He
had served on the executive
board for Mennonite Church
USA from 1999 to 2005 and as
denominational moderator from
2001 to 2003. He expects to
begin as executive director in
early 2010.
• Deborah DeWinter, World
Council of Churches program
executive for the United States
since 2003, began as director of
donor relations for the US
National Council of Churches on
Oct. 6. The WCC recently
announced that it was closing

its US office.
• The birthplace of American
Pentecostalism, Los Angeles, is
now home to a major research
initiative on one of the world's
fastest growing religious movements. USC's College of Letters,
Arts & Sciences Center for
Religion and Civic Culture has
established the Pentecostal and
Charismatic Research Initiative
with a $6.9 million grant from the
John Templeton Foundation. This
is one of the largest grants ever
awarded on the study of
Pentecostal and charismatic
Christianity.
• The Food and Agricultural
Organization of the United
Nations recently reported that
the number of hungry people in the world is on track
to reach more than 1 billion
in 2009-the highest number ever (MCC News).

JUST FOR FUN: WORD FIND
HAPPY THANKSGIVING! In this month's puzzle, look for the 14
Thanksgiving-related words listed below. The words can be forward or backward, horizontal, vertical, or diagonal.

FEAST
NOVEMBER
PILGRIM
TURKEY
CORN

THANKS
GRATITUDE
ABUNDANCE
BLESSING
HARVEST

"Christian education is how we learn to be
Christians; it is how we learn to be Brethren;
it is how we learn to be human beings."

PUMPKIN
YAM
FOOTBALL
PARADE

-Christy Waltersdorff, pastor of York
Center Church of the Brethren, Lombard, Ill.

"Young people aren't looking for perfection;
they're looking for a model of persistence.
Don't p retend to be someth i ng you're notjust set the pace for doing what is right, and
be r eal. Let your mess be your message."
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-Jeff Myers, author of Handoff: The Only Way to Win the Race of Life and

president of Passing the Baton International, a mentoring organization
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"Annual Conference alone remains the place
for the whole church to be together, perhaps
as fragile and flawed as that is. I still think God
rejoices when we are able to make it happen."
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-Shawn Flory Replogle, 2010 Annual Conference moderator and pastor of
McPherson (Kan.) Church of the Brethren, in an interview with the Church
of the Brethren Womaen's Caucus "Femailings" newsletter
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by Karen Doss Bowman
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Small fellowships aim to restore evangelism,
community, and discipleship

E

ach Sunday evening, a small group
of eight to 10 people gathers in the
Lancaster, Pa., home of Sheri and Mike
Weaver for prayer, Bible study, fellowship, and
worship. A new church piant called "Common
Cup," the group isn't concerned with membership numbers or making plans for a building
project. Instead, Common Cup is a "house
church" with the goal of remaining small and
staying focused on relationships.
After going through a discernment
process several years ago, Sheri
Weaver-an ordained minister in
the Church of the Brethrenfelt the call to start a house
church. Unlike many new
church starts that are concerned with increasing
membership and planning
building projects, Weaver
says Common Cup's focus is
on building community-one
that "shares the common cup of

■
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Christ's blessings, sacrifice, salvation, and new
covenant."
"We have ideas about different ways of being
the church that move away from a building-centered ministry and maintenance of programs,"
says Weaver, director of witness and evangelism
for Atlantic Northeast District. "We are focusing
on relationships and witnessing to people on the
margins and inviting people into a relationship
with the community."
A new-and old-model
The house church is just one model
for emerging Brethren congregations in the 21st century, with a
fresh focus on evangelism,
community, and discipleship.
According to the website House
Church Resource, 5 million
Christians in the United States
are involved in some form of
house church, and the number
increases each year. The growing and

"WE ARE FOCUSING ON RELATIONSHIPS AND WITNESSING
TO PEOPLE ON THE MARGINS AND INVITING PEOPLE INTO
A RELATIONSHIP WITH THE COMMUNITY."
-Sheri Weaver, director of witness and evangelism for Atlantic Northeast District.

thriving movement is cited on another online
resource site, House Church Central, as one reason behind the explosive growth of Christianity in
the People's Republic of China.
"Christianity in North America is in trouble,"
says Bob Krouse, pastor of Little Swatara Church
of the Brethren in Bethel, Pa. "The traditional
church has little impact on society, and we need
something different in how we do churches."
House churches aren't a new concept, says
Krouse, who attempted to plant a network of
house churches in the Baltimore area three years
ago. For most of the first 300 years of Christianity,
Jesus' followers met in homes, as recorded in
Acts. Even the Brethren have their roots in house
churches, as Alexander Mack and his wife, Anna
Margaretha, hosted the Separatists for regular
Bible study and worship meetings in the Mack
family-owned mill, and later in their home.
By eliminating the financial concerns of maintaining a meeting location and paying a pastor's
salary, Weaver says the focus for a house church
becomes "being the church, where we are and
where we live .... That frees up resources, time,
and energy for building up relationships with our
neighbors."
For many people-especially those who have
not attended church regularly, she notes-a personal invitation into someone's home for a meal is
less intimidating than an invitation to an established church with all its formalities, structure, and
anonymity.

An intimate setting
The house church also offers greater opportunity
for intimacy in the Christian community, Krouse
adds. With small groups, people can care for one
another and help each other through personal
struggles in a way that large assemblies cannot do
as well.
"It was not by accident that Jesus chose 12 disciples," Krouse says. With a small group,"We can
work at a greater sense of intimacy within the
Christian community."
Sta n Dueck

Children work at one of the art stations set up at
the Veritas project in Marietta, Pa .
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THE COMMON CUP FELLOWSHIP, WHICH IS A PROJECT OF ATLANTIC
NORTHEAST DISTRICT, EMBRACES JESUS CHRIST'S VISION OF
INTIMACY AND HAS PLANS TO MAINTAIN THE MEMBERSHIP OF HOUSE
CHURCHES AT AROUND 12 PEOPLE.
The Common Cup fellowship, which is a project of
Atlantic Northeast District, embraces Jesus Christ's
vision of intimacy and has plans to maintain the membership of house churches at around 12 people.
Through evangelism within their communi ties, however, the group hopes to grow a network of house
churches of the same size that could come together on
occasion for fellowship as a large r group.
"A lot of people would look at a vision for a church
of 10 to 12 people as not successful because we often
look at success as numerical," Weaver says, going on

to describe Jesus' parable of the mustard seed-a tiny
seed that holds within itself the potential to fulfill a
m ig hty purpose. "That's the way we look at success: in
terms of transformed lives and people taking seriously
what it means to follow Jesus."
Going deeper
Weaver has taken her vision for a house church a step
further than most, with plans to create an "intention al
community living center" of Christians who would share
living space and resources. She and Mike recently pur-
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Ministering through
missional communities
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Elsewhere in Lancaster Co unty, Pa., another new
church model is integrating small-group gatherings as
an essential piece of the larger co ngregation.
Ryan Braught, former pastor of yo uth ministry and
nurture at Hempfield Church of the Brethren
(Manheim, Pa.), started Veritas five years ago as an
outreach of Hempfield, with a core group meeting
Sunday nights in members' houses. The congregation
launched its first Sunday morning worship service in
September in a Presbyterian church building in Marietta, Pa., with more than 50 people attending.
The goal of Veritas-a church project of the Atlantic Northeast District that emphasizes social justice issues and
young adult ministry-is to be a "missional community of authentic worshipers." The "missional community"
piece refers to weekly gatherings in homes, Braught explains, where members "hang out" and become involved
in each other's lives.
"People will feel safe, loved, and cared for," Braught says, "so that when questions and struggles arise, they
feel safe to share those."
Veritas' most unusual characteristic is a rotational Sunday morning schedule that includes opportunities for
worship, Bible study, prayer, fellowship, and outreach. For about four weeks, Braught explains, the group will
have "multi-sensory" worship services that offer a variety of experiences for participants, including praise music,
a sermon, interactive prayer experiences, and "worship stations"-spots in the sanctua ry where people may
express their thoughts and feelings through drawing, writing, or other artistic experiences.
After that period of four to six weeks, the group will participate in a "Se rvice Sunday," allowing the congregation to go out together and spend the morning worshiping God through service to others. The Sunday morning
after Service Sunday will be the "Table Experience"-a time to focus on fellowship and building relationships
while sharing in a meal. After that, the cycle starts all over again.
"Our vision is to become such a blessing to the community that if we disappeared tomorrow, they'd grieve the
loss," says Braught, who also is working closely with the Campus Crusade for Christ ministry at nearby
Elizabethtown (Pa.) College. "We'll never get there, but that's my hope. We want to be the hands and feet of
Jesus wherever we go." -Karen Doss Bowman
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chased an apartment building in downtown
Lancaster that offers three apartments in
addition to their own.
"In house churches, there's an opportunity
to seek the mind of Christ together," Weaver
says. "There's an opportunity for a deeper
level of discernment and to help people follow Jesus faithfully. The opportunity to help
shape each other's decisions and share in
that decision-making and discernment."
Craig Smith, Atlantic Northeast district
executive, believes that unique church projects like the one Weaver has started
strengthen the denomination's mission to
continue the work of Jesus Christ. With a
focus on personal involvement and relationships, practical ministry, and friendship evangelism, "There may well be a reclaiming of
early Brethren heritage," he says, "and an
emerging faith legacy." li!
Karen Doss Bow man is a freelance writer bas ed in
Bridgewater, Va. She is a member of Sunrise Church of the
Brethren in Harrisonbu rg.
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forever gift

hildren like receiving ma il. Buy a gift that

'-iJarrives monthly and lasts a lifetime. The Little
Christian's 24 sturdy, co lorful pages tell child ren 6
and younger that God loves them and that Jesus is
their savior and friend. Each issue includes stories,
songs, prayers, activities and rituals that can start
family faith discussions. $24.95 for one year (1 O
issues) or $45 for two. Join with friends to order
six or more at $12.95 per
subscription. Visit www.
thelittlechristian.org or

call 800-328-4648
to order.
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PrayerMates program brings blessings to p risoners and others

{ { ~

ank you so much for all the prayers for my dad
during his illness," Jim writes to Nancy. "He
passed away on Monday ... he was one of the finest
men I ever knew."
Sheldon writes to Jean: "I hope everything is good with
your children and grandkids, who I'm sure will do fine in life
because you sound like a good woman and your children
have a good mother, so the cycle will continue. I pray for all
of you every day."
Jim and Nancy, and Sheldon and Jean, are prayer partners
through a program called PrayerMates. The program pairs
incarcerated men and women one-to-one with individuals in the
community to pray daily for one another's needs and concerns.
It was started in 1987 by a lifelong Church of the Brethren member named Marie Hamilton from State College, Pa.
"An incarcerated gentleman who had suffered a stroke
asked me to have people in the community pray for him,"
Marie explains. "I had known
him for a long time, and had
never known him to be concerned about religion or prayer.
But he told me that he was
afraid of dying and he didn't
know how to pray. Prayer was
such a constant element in my
life. It had never occurred to me
that there were people who didn't know how to pray."
PrayerMates is one of numerous programs Marie created during her 33 years of Brethrensupported prison outreach. Marie began her prison work in
1975, and throughout her career continued to be inspired by
this 1975 Church of the Brethren Annual Conference statement:
"The imprisoned are perhaps the most neglected and
abused group in our society. Ironically, when these offenders
are neglected and abused, not only they, but society as well is
victimized. The New Testament symbol of the towel impels
Brethren to reach out to those who have been made outcasts
and scapegoats. Whenever this effort is fruitful, society itself
becomes healthier and more secure."
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Reaching out to someone in prison isn't easy, acknowledges
Martie Musso, a long-time PrayerMates participant and former coordinator of the program. She explains, "For many
people, 'prison inmate' might conjure an image of someone
to fear, someone devoid of feeling or unredeemable. But in
reality, they're men and women who, although they've committed a crime, desperately need a human connection.
"PrayerMates lets you see into another person's spirit and
make that connection. It helps you to understand that we all
share basic needs and concerns."
Surrounded by bars, razor wire, and guards, prisoners are
reminded constantly of their flaws. They have trouble loving
themselves or believing that anyone else could care about them
despite what they've done, observes Frank, a prisoner serving a
life sentence. "A loving, caring PrayerMate can help them to
realize that their lives are important and matter," he says.
For prisoners on death row, the despair can be even more
pervasive, as an inmate named Samuel ex plains: "Du ring my
darkest hours, my PrayerMate's prayers are like warm rays
from the sun into a cold and dark place. I receive encouraging
strength, knowing someone is praying for me."
PrayerMates is about giving as well as receiving. Praying for
another person gives prisoners a rare opportunity to serve
others. The spiritual relationship that develops between
PrayerMates becomes a blessing for both parties. Jean finds
comfort and encouragement from Sheldon's affirmation of
her as a mother and grandmother.
Likewise, the prayers of Martie's PrayerMate, Armond,
helped her through a difficult time . "I was able to really open
up to him about som e deep needs that I had, things I had
never been able to share with anyone else," she expla ins.
"Knowing Armond was praying for me every day and was
concerned about me meant so much."
Being a PrayerMate can foster spiritual g rowth as well.
"My PrayerMate helped me to grow beyond myself and to
know God's connection to his family in a real-world way,"
says Jim. "Mentally and emotionally, I am stronger because
my PrayerMate is with me through prayer, from rising until I
fall asleep." Jim says knowing that someone else is praying
for him has also given him a sense of responsibility to live
more faithfully and resist temptation to sin.

ABOUT PRAYERMATES

Community PrayerMates can serve as an anchor to the
outside world, which often seems like an "alien landscape"
to those behind bars, according to Frank. For some, a
PrayerMate may be their only contact with the outside world.
Timothy was an only child to a single mother who died when
he was a young boy. Since his incarceration as a teen over
two decades ago, many of Timothy's relatives have died, and
those still alive have stopped communicating with him.
"I miss my family something desperate . . . and I prayed
for years to find someone I could write to," Timothy writes to
his PrayerMate. "I thank God for you and for your prayers for
me ... and I want you to know I'll be right here praying for
you for as long as God keeps me."
Ultimately, Frank says, "The continual practice of praying
for the needs and desires of others goes far toward helping
to shift the focus off of self and to foster that all-important
sense of community that is essential if one is to make a fully
successful transition back into society upon release."
In the 22 years since the start of PrayerMates, hundreds of
men and women, both incarcerated and free, have transcended steel bars and razor wire by simply praying for each
other daily.
"It's so simple to do, yet it has a tremendous impact," says
Nancy. "Anyone can be a PrayerMate if they have the heart's
desire to reach out and touch someone's life through
prayer."
And Marie concludes, "Just a few moments of prayer can
make a world of difference."~

The PrayerMates program is conducted on a confidential, firstname-only basis. Prayer requests are routed through
CentrePeace, the restorative justice organization started by Marie
Hamilton. Participants do not share their last names, addresses,
phone numbers, photog raphs, or any other identifying information. A PrayerMate coordinator at CentrePeace carefully safeguards each party's anonymity and confidentiality.
Dozens of incarcerated men and women are awaiting a
PrayerMate. If you want to become a PrayerMate, or for more
information on PrayerMates and other restorative justice programs offered through CentrePeace, contact: Thom Brewster,
executive director, CentrePeace, 3013 Benner Pike, Bellefonte, PA
16823. Or visit www.centrepeace.org, call 814-353-9081, fax 814353-9083, or e-mail contact@centrepeace.org .
PrayerMates brochures and application forms can be downloaded at: www.centrepeace .org/pdf/PrayerMates_brochure.pdf.

'GRACE GOES TO PRISON'
The new Brethren Press book Grace Goes to Prison, written by
Melanie G. Snyder, tells the story of Church of the Brethren
member Marie Hamilton and her unique prison ministry.
Released this fall, it retails for $18.95. Donald B. Kraybill, professor and senio r fellow at
Elizabethtown (Pa.) College's Young
Cente r for Anabaptist and Pietist
Stud ies, said in an advance review,
"This powerful story shows how persistent compassion melts cold hearts
and reconciles enemies .. . even
behind bars. An excellent resource
for study and discussion." For more
information or to order, contact
Brethren Press at 800-441-37 12 or
www.brethrenpress.com.

M elan ie G. Snyde r is the author of the book Grace Goes to Prison, the t rue story of
a humble Brethren woman named Marie Ham ilton, foun der of Centre Peace, and her
work du ring 33 years as a prison volunteer to offer hope and humanity to t housands
of incarcerated men and wome n. Snyder has also writte n for more than 50 pa renting, education, and ch ildren's publ ications (see www.Mela nie GSnyder.com).
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A PRESCR PT ON
FOR

SUCCESS

by Summer Rettinger Steenburg
PAUL DERSTINE LEAVES BRIGHT LEGACY
AS HE RETIRES FROM IMA

In 1991 Paul Derstine
was living and working in
Haiti as a consultant in the production and marketing
of coffee when there was a military coup of the Haitian
government. The coup stranded Derstine on the southern
tip of Haiti for 10 days.
During this time he noticed women and children going
to a medical clinic to seek care. He watched helplessly as
these women and children were turned away because the
clinic lacked adequate supplies and medications.
When he returned to the United States during the ensuing embargo, he happened to see a small advertisement
in the Mennonite Gospel Herald for the executive director
position at lnterchurch Medical Assistance Inc. (now IMA
World Health}, located at the Brethren Service Center in
New Windsor, Md. Equipped with a background in finance
and the desire to help the people he had seen in Haiti, he
decided to apply.
Derstine was hired, and he joined IMA in January 1992.
At the time there were four employees. Now, as Derstine
prepares to retire 18 years later, IMA has expanded to 80
employees located in New Windsor and five overseas
offices: Haiti, the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Tanzania, Kenya, and southern Sudan.

■
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IMA's Safe Motherhood Kit program,
launched in 2007, provides clean and
sterile birthing supplies to combat
infection, a leading cause of maternal
and child mortality.

"I have always understood that my coming to IMA back
in 1992 was part of (God's) grand plan for my life,"
Derstine says, "to be part of a wonderful ministry that has
always been seen by me as God's work."
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Small beginnings
It wasn't always an easy road. Several major challenges
surfaced in Derstine's early years. IMA was a very small
organization that would solicit and
manage donations of medications
BY 1996, THE BOARD DECIDED THE MANDATE
and supplies from major pharmaceutical companies. They would
WAS TO FIND A NEW WAY TO CONTINUE. GOD
then combine these medications
and supplies and ship them to
ANSWERED THIS CALL BY PROVIDING THE BOARD
missionary doctors working at varWITH TWO MAJOR OPPORTUNITIES.
ious hospitals outside the US.
However, with the advent of better
computers and tracking systems
in the early 1990s, pharmaceutical companies were better
medications directly from those countries rather than shipable to streamline their production, which meant less surping them.
plus, and fewer donations. At this same time churches
These major changes led the IMA board to question
were moving away from support of overseas hospitals,
their ability to continue . They had two choices: close IMA
which meant fewer m issionaries.
after 35 years of operation, or find new ways to continue
Meanwhile, major companies became global and began
IMA's mission. Many board members did not want to
manufacturing medications in other countries, such as
close IMA because it was a way for service agencies of 12
Mexico and China. This meant it was cheaper to buy those
church denominations (including the Church of the
Brethren) to put individual doctrines and differences aside and
come together for a common
goal.
By 1996, the board decided the
mandate was to find a new way
to continue. God answered this
call by providing the board with
two major opportunities.
The first was a program
launched by pharmaceutical company Merck & Co. Inc. to control ·
river blindness through the donation of the drug Mectizan in Africa
and several countries in the
Americas. IMA joined with Merck
and other non -governmental

The /MA Medicine Box program
delivers supplies to the Democratic
Republic of the Congo.

Messenger November 2009

The /MA Medicine Box has
become an internationally recognized tool in helping to
bridge the global health care
gap by providing essential,
live-saving medication and
supplies to those who
would otherwise go without.

organizations to help
distribute Mectizan in
Tanzania and provide
education for controlling river blindness.
This marked IMA's first
opportunity to launch
an actual program
instead of just shipping
donated medical products.
The second opportunity came in 1997 when IMA was approached by the Centers
for Disease Control (CDC) to help with the expansion of a
lymphatic filariasis (LF) program in Haiti. LF is a mosquitoborne illness that leads to elephantiasis (extreme swelling of
the extremities).
It was the goal of both these new programs, however, to
become regionally sustainable, with the ultimate goal of
having the local country's ministry of health eventually
assume control of each program . In 2002 the Tanzanian
Ministry of Health did assume responsibility for continuing
the efforts to prevent river blindness in that country. As that
mission ended, IMA shifted its focus to a new project working with Catholic Relief Services and the University of
Maryland/Institute of Human Virology, which began work on
AIDS in nine countries.
Since IMA was involved in Tanzania already, in late 2003 it
launched a new program there for the care and treatment of
people living with HIV/AIDS, including program services for
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orphans and vulnerable
children. In Haiti, around
the same time, they
upgraded their LF intervention to include treatment for intestinal
worms. By the end of
this year, 3.5 million people will have been treated in Haiti for these tropical ailments.

A major new opportunity
Amid all this, in 2000 another giant opportunity came knocking on IMA's door. Two doctors, Larry Sthreshley and Frank
Baer, had applied to the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) for a small grant to help
the people of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). They
were told they could not get a small grant and were urged
to reapply for something larger.
Inspired to dream bigger, the two men developed three
proposals, the largest being a $25 million, five-year initiative
to help the people of the DRC. One stipulation to receive this
grant was that they had to have an American non-profit
organization agree to oversee and manage this large sum.
They approached IMA for help, and teamed together they
received the $25 million grant.
The money was used to redevelop the health zones (similar to counties in the US) in the DRC to provide a better and
more efficient network of medical care. They are currently

active with a partner, the Protestant Church of Congo, in supporting 60 .h ealth zones with a new program funded by
USAID. The results of the work in the DRC have been so dramatic that IMA recently received word that the current program has been extended by USAID for one year and $19 million, taking it through 2010.

Be nefits and blessings
As Derstine looks back, he says each opportunity to manage
health care that reaches mil lions of people globally has been
very memorable. He also remembers how God sent him
each employee; one key employee, for instance, came to IMA
from a chance reading of a local newspaper ad at a 7-11
store while returning home from a family visit.
Derstine also offered praise for the Church of the
Brethren's involvement with IMA's work. "IMA has benefited
from Church of the Brethren leadership in support of our
operations and in governance," he said. He particularly credits forme r Brethren Service Center directors Miller Davis and
Stan Noffsinger (now general secretary of the Church of the
Brethren) and current executive director Roy Winter for their
support. Winter serves as corporate secretary of the IMA
board, and former Church of the Brethren General Board
chair Don Parker now chairs the IMA board.
"I have been blessed in ways words will never completely
describe, beginning with the relationships with our member
agencies and particularly with the Church of the Brethren
and the Brethren Service Center," says Derstine, a member
of Westminster (Md .) Church of the Brethren. "Without this
support, we could never have accomplished all that has been
accomplished ... together enabling the delivery of vital
health services to literally millions of women, men, and children globally."
IMA has grown and changed with the times over the past
18 years under Derstine's leadership. It faces new challenges
now with the transition to new president Rick Santos (see
sidebar) as Derstine retires.
So what will Derstine, who was raised Mennonite but
joined the Church of the Brethren in 1992, do with the rest of
his days? For now he says he just plans to stay living in
Westm inste r, waiting for the next opportunity from the Lord. n!
Summer Rettinger Steen burg is a nu rse practitioner and a mem ber of M ount Pleasa nt
Church of the Breth ren in Bou rbon, Ind. She curre ntly lives in El licot t City, Md . and
atten ds Columbia United Christian Chu rch. She interviewed Paul Derstin e in New
Wi ndsor in August
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Jude:
A little book

with a big
message
Letter combats heresy
while encouraging believers
~
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by Christy J. Waltersdorff
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JUDE USES A TRINITARIAN FORMULA TO ENCOURAGE
THE PEOPLE TO STAY STRONG IN THEIR FAITH: PRAY IN
THE HOLY SPIRIT, STAND STRONG IN THE LOVE OF GOD,
AND WAIT FOR THE MERCY OF JESUS CHRIST.

he letter from Jude may
be one of the shortest
books in the Bible, at just
25 verses, but it packs quite a
wallop.
The letter begins and ends with
the promise that God's love will sustain and protect believers as they
live lives worthy of God until Jesus
Christ returns. In between those
promises is a letter filled with outrage at the audacity of false teachers
who are trying to weaken the faith.
The writer acknowledges that he had
originally intended to write a very
different letter-a letter celebrating
Messenger November 2009

their shared salvation in Jesus
Christ. But word got back to him
about a crisis in the church, and so
his letter addresses a very real problem within the faith community.
False teachers from the outside
have ingratiated themselves into the
Christian community and are leading
people astray with lies and self-serving proclamations. These false
teachers are claiming that if you love
Jesus anything goes, including
immoral behavior. Jude uses harsh
words against these outsiders
because he knows how vulnerable
the young church really is. He

reminds his readers that faith is not
just talk-believers must also live
godly lives. They must practice what
they preach. Rather than cheapen
God's grace as these dangerous
teachers do, Jude calls the Christians
to live with integrity.
He also reminds his readers that
God is not taken by surprise or
threatened by these selfish teachers.
He cla ims that both the prophets of
the Jewish tradition and the words
of the apostles warn about their
attacks. Jude knows that his readers,
probably Jewish Christians, were
familiar with the teachings of the

,

Journey through the Word

apostles, the Hebrew Scriptures, and
early Judaism. His letter is sprinkled
with references to notorious sinners of
the past: people like Cain, Balaam, and
Korah who rebelled against God. He
tells his readers that they al ready know
what the truth is. They have learned this
truth through the examples of the
unfaithful people in the stories of the
exodus, rebellious angels, and the people of Sodom and Gomorrah. Wise leaders of the past have warned the believers that this would happen so they can
be ready to deal with false teachers
when they arrive.
Jude is so angry at these false teachers that he compares them to irrational
animals and the chaotic behavio r of
nature gone awry-clouds without rain,
fruitless trees, crashing waves, and wandering stars. But even in his anger at the
man ipulative and corrupt teachers, Jude
has great compassion for the commun ity of faith . In his closing verses he calls
for mercy for those who are pulled away
from the truth. He calls for the faithful to
rescue those who stray. He calls for the
believers to be accountable to and
responsible for each othe r.
Jude uses a trinitarian formula to

encourage the people to stay strong in
their faith: Pray in the Holy Spirit, stand
strong in the love of God, and wait fo r
the mercy of Jesus Christ. They are
called to challenge false teachings and
immoral behavior. Don't abandon those
who falter in their faith, Jude implores,
and forgive those who realize the error
of their ways. Jude's letter ends with a
chorus of praise to God because he
knows that only God's grace can keep
the faith community strong in their faith.
Although Jude speaks out aga inst the
false teachers, this letter is not directed
at them but rather at the faith community. Rather than debate the liars, Jude
focuses his attention and pastoral care
on helping the believers who are the targets of this heresy. The words of Jude
still speak t o us today as we navigate
the maze of false teachers in our own
world and attempt to live as faithful followers of Jesus Christ. li!
Ch ri sty J. Waltersdorf! is pastor of York Cent er Church of
the Breth ren in Lombard, Ill.
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"Journey through the Word" series, w hich

p.siness o insuring
Churches for more ·
than l 00 years.
With the peace of mind that a
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance
Company policy brings, your
church leaders can be free to
concentrate on the work to
which God has called them.

has provided a brief overview of a different book (or books)
of the Bible each month since January 2005, concludes in
December with a study of Revelation, by Graydon Snyder.

JUDE: A CLOSER LOOK
Author and setting: Although Jude only identifies himself as a "servant of
Jesus Christ and brother of James," many scholars assume that he was actually
the brother of Jesus. It is believed that he was a church leader and missionary in
Palestine whose letter is among the earliest of the New Testament writings.
Audience: The actual recipients of Jude's letter are unknown, but assumed to
be Jewish Christians who are identified by what God is doing for them: God
called them, loves them, and is keeping them safe.
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Weaving a legacy

by Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford

More than 900 gather for 10th National Older Adult Conference
Clara Glover

The theme "Legacies of Wisdom:
Weaving Old and New" (1 Car. 2:6-7) and
images of weaving informed the 10th
Church of the Brethren National Older
Adult Conference, held Sept. 7-11 at Lake
Junaluska (N.C.) Conference and Retreat
Center. Keynote speakers and preachers
addressed connections between legacies
of life, faith, and wisdom, and ways to
create new possibilities of hope.
Rachael Freed, founder of Life-Legacies
and author of Women's Lives, Womens
Legacies, gave a keynote address on her
work to reclaim the ancient Jewish tradition of the ethical will or legacy letter.
She proposed the tradition of writing a
legacy letter as a useful tool for older
adults to pass on legacies of wisdom and
faith to future generations. The idea is
quite simple: a letter that a person writes
to children, grandchildren, or other
descendants in order to impart life lessons, values, meaningful stories, and
blessings. Freed described it as "one of
the examples of weaving the old to meet
the needs in a new world."
David Waas, a Church of the Brethren
member and emeritus professor of history at Manchester College, asked
NOAC: "What will be said about how we
witnessed to our time?" Explaining that
he asked the question from the point of
view of two identities-Brethren and
American-he said, "You and I have
helped fashion not only our church,
but. .. our nation." He traced current
crises in the US, such as the economy
Eddie Edmonds

Musicians welcome NOAC participants to the
worship and meeting hall at Lake Junaluska.

and health care, focusing on the "crisis
that we never seem to be able to talk
about ... a shift to massive, ever-present
military strength." He called for an alternative legacy that followers of Christ may
offer. "We should adopt and reinvigorate
the Christian vision to call the state to its
highest ideals," he said. "We must work
as never before to advocate for peace."
Michael McKeever, a Brethren member who teaches at Judson University
in Elgin, Ill., took NOAC "on the road,"
tying together biblical themes of people
on the move with themes from popular
films to talk about how a life journey
may lead to reconciliation. He has
taught a course on "Luke and the
American Road Movie," also the subject of an upcoming book. He discussed
three parables from Luke 15 about
God's search for the lost. Christians are
portrayed as being on the road or "fol-

lowers of the way" in the New
Testament, he reminded his audience,
just as Americans identify with the
Hollywood portrayal of "a restless people who go out on the road to find ourselves." For the wise seeker, he added,
"Giving up is not an option."
Also addressing NOAC were preachers for the three worship services:
Christopher Bowman, pastor of Oakton
Church of the Brethren in Vienna, Va.,
preached on the story of the rebuilding
of the temple from Ezra 3, in which the
sounds of the crying of the old and the
rejo icing of the young become blended together. "When the voices of the
young and the voices of the old were
united in one sound, the temple was
born," he told the group of older
adults. "We need each other."
Cynthia L. Hale, founding and senior
pastor of Ray of Hope Christian Church
in Decatur, Ga., spoke on the theme of
growing older gracefully. "I like to
think we get better with time," she
said. "When we have Christ in our life
we have the courage to live fully until
the day we die."
And Dennis Webb, pastor of Naperville
(Ill.) Church of the Brethren, gave the
closing message on "Hometown
Showdown Downtown Your Town :
Nazareth" (Mark 6:1-6). Focusing on the
healing that Jesus performed despite the
doubt that met him in his hometown,
Webb assured that Jesus is able to act in
our lives despite physical, spiritual, or
emotional burdens-even for those who
may have borne hurts or endured disabilities for decades.
A series of morning Bible _studies were
given by Bob Neff, former professor of
Old Testament at Bethany Theological
Seminary, former general secretary of
the Church of the Brethren, and former
president of Juniata College. He led the

At left, Brethren who have attended all
10 National Older Adult Conference
events to date gathered for a group
photo; at right, NOAC participants join
their voices in worship.
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NOAC participants add their pieces to a weaving on a loom in the 'con ference 's exhibit hall.

group in considering the legacies of family,
service, and devotion, inspired by passages
in Matthew.
Evening concerts were given by Quaker
singer and songwriter Carrie Newcomer,
and by Andy and Terry Murray, well-loved
musicians in the church whose songs
have focused on Brethren values and the
stories of Brethren heroes.
In other activities, some 175 people joined
in a Hike for Haiti that raised $3,541 for theological training in the Church of the Brethren
in Haiti. A total of $25,124 was received in
offerings, including $720 raised by the
"Share to Shear" effort of the NOAC News
team. The comical NOAC News video
reports from the team of David
Sollenberger, Chris Stover-Brown, and Larry
Glick were a highlight of the conference.
A new NOAC record was set by the service project to collect Church World Service
kits for disaster relief, with a total of 1,299
kits received: including four clean-up buckets, 535 personal hygiene kits, and 760 kits
of school supplies. Other events during the
week included early morning devotions,
hikes, birdwatching, a golf tournament, ice
Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford

cream socials, craft lessons, and interest
groups on a wide variety of topics.
Standing on the stage for the opening
worship was a large loom into which worship leaders wove strands of fabric or ribbon during the service. Then the loom
was moved to the exhibit hall for the rest
of t he week, and each NOAC participant
was invited to add a piece to the weaving.
The completed weaving stood on the
stage for closing worship, a symbol of the
way disparate legacies may come together to create something beautiful and new.
The event, for people age 50 and over,
drew 928 pa rticipants. The NOAC planning committee included Deanna Brown,
Barbara and Lester Kesselring, Joyce
Nolen, and Glenn and Linda Timmons,
and coordinator Kim Ebe rsole, who serves
as director of Family and Older Adult
Ministries for the Church of the Brethren.
For more on the conference, including
links to daily reports and onl ine photos,
go to www.brethren.org/NOAC.
Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford is director of news services for
the Church of the Brethren. Frank Rami rez contributed to
th is report.
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Leadership Team welcomes
German church's invitation
The Leadership Team of the Church of
the Brethren dealt with a varied agenda
in its Aug. 19 meeting at the Brethren
Service Center in New Windsor, Md.
The group provided counsel to general
secretary Stan Noffsinger regarding an
invitation for dialogue and relationship
with the Evangelische Kirche von
Westfalen {Protestant Church of
Westphalia) in Germany. A leader of the
German church, lngo Stucke, addressed
the celebration of the 300th anniversary of
the Brethren movement held in
Schwarzenau, Germany, in August 2008.
In his message, Stucke invited the
Church of the Brethren to continue dialogue with the German church on "our differing understandings of baptism and our
differing practices of child and adult baptism." Additionally, he expressed hope

that conversations may lead to "a reconciliation among us in our diversity ... as atestimony to the world ... of Christian unity."
The Leadership Team gave counsel to
welcome this opportunity for further
dialogue and relationship, and informally identified members of the Church of
the Brethren who might take part in a
delegation to the German church. The
Committee on lnterchurch Relations and
the Missi_on and Ministry Board were
asked to ratify and follow up on the
interchange.
Decisions of the 2009 Annual
Conference were reviewed, and
responses were sent to districts that
presented queries. The Conference officers are to follow up with Standing
Committee regarding the two-year,
denomination-wide study of two business items identified as controversial.
A "Moderator's Manual" called for by
the 2007 Annual Conference paper on

"Doing Church Business" is being developed by the Leadership Team. Writers for
chapters have been recruited, and nine
former Conference moderators have contributed reflections and suggestions from
their experiences. The Leadership Team
hopes to have the manual completed by
the end of 2009.
A first draft of a revision of the bylaws of the Church of the Brethren was
introduced to the 2009 Annual
Conference. The Leadership Team
received several suggestions for refinements; it planned to review all suggestions and present a revised draft to the
Mission and Ministry Board in October.
A final draft will be brought to the 2010
Annual Conference for approval.
Members of the 2009-2010 Leadership
Team are general secretary Stan
Noffsinger, Annual Conference moderator
Shawn Flory Replogle, moderator-elect
Robert Alley, and secretary Fred Swartz.

New church in Haiti takes some significant organizational steps

II

Eglise des Freres Haitiens {Haitian Church of the Brethren)
has taken significant steps toward its formal establishment
in Haiti with the naming of a provisional board and the
blessing of ministerial leadership during a recent ceremony.
Ludovic St. Fleur, Haiti mission coordinator and pastor of
the Eglise des Freres Haitiens congregation in Miami, and
Jay Wittmeyer, executive director of Global M ission
Partnerships for the Church of the Brethren, took part in the
ceremony. A workcamp group attending the ceremony also
represented the involvement of Brethren Disaster Ministries
in mission and church development in Haiti.
A theological training for the Haitian church held in midAugust closed with an evening worship service that received
Pastor Yves Jean as the first ordained minister of Eglise des
Freres Haitiens in Haiti. The Church of the Brethren accepted
his ordination as a transfer from another denomination. Six
people were licensed to ministry at the service: Telfort Jean
Billy, Telfort Romy, Ely Frenie, Dieupanou
St. Brave, Altenor Jean Gesurand, and
Altenor Duvelus.
Canned chicken donated from the meat
canning project of Southern Pennsylvania
and Mid-Atlantic districts was distributed
during the service. The canned chicken was
shipped to Haiti through the church's
Material Resources program and Brethren
Disaster Ministries, as part of ongoing relief
work in Haiti following four hurricanes and
tropical storms that caused massive
destruction last year.
The Aug. 7-16 Haiti workcamp group was
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led by Jeff Boshart, Haiti disaster response coordinator, and
Klebert Exceus, a Haitian consultant from Orlando, Fla. The
group included five American Brethren, t ranslators from the
Haitian Brethren community in Florida accompanied by
members of Exceus' family, and two Brethren pastors from
the Dominican Republic-one of Haitian and one of
Dominican background. The group assisted with a variety of
disaster rebuilding projects, working alongside Haitian
Brethren and local Haitian communities.
On the morning after the ordination and licensing service,
Wittmeyer met with leaders of the Haitian church, and the
group established a provisional board for its new organization . Elected leaders are: Telfort Jean Billy of Croix de
Bouquet Church of the Brethren, chair; Ely Frenie of Cap
Haitian Church of the Brethren, secretary; and Telfort Romy
of Gonaives Church of the Brethren, treasurer.

Paul Fry Miller of Beacon Heights Church of the Brethren (Fort Wayne, Ind.), and Mike Brown
of Manchester Church of the Brethren (North Manchester, Ind.) take part in an afternoon jam
session at Song and Story Fest. Below: Bill Jolliff shares his musical gifts at the gathering.

Song and Story Fest draws
large group to Sierra Nevada
About 200 people gathered in the Sierra
Nevada mountains of north-central California
July 3-9 for the 13th annual Song and Story
Fest, hosted this year by Camp Peaceful Pines.
The week included workshops, campfires,
concerts, and frequent opportunities for fellowship and recreation, including hiking in the surrounding mountains. On Earth Peace and Ken
Kline Smeltzer of State College, Pa., provide
the primary organizational leadership for the
event. Many others take part in storytelling,
music, leading workshops, and other roles.
The 2010 Song and Story Fest is being
planned for Camp Swatara in Bethel, Pa.

Market conditions force BBT
to reduce annuity benefits
Brethren Benefit Trust (BBT) on Aug. 19 sent
notification letters of recalculated annuity benefits for Church of the Brethren Pension Plan
annuitants. In April, the BBT board determined that the severity of the market decline
made it necessary to recalculate all annuitized
pension accounts at an assumption rate of 5
percent in order to preserve the solvency of
the Retirement Benefits Fund, which continues to be well underfunded. The recalculated
benefit was to be reflected in the October payment to Pension Plan annuitants.
Knowing that this would be difficult for
many annuitants, and would present a significant financial hardship for some, BBT
has established a grant program to soften
the reduction. This grant program, which
will be reviewed annually, will use non-pen-

For over 120 years Mutual
Aid Association has provided
quality home, renters, farm,
business, and church insurance
for the Brethren community.

Now, Brethren Mutual
Aid Agency offers auto
insurance* as well.
sion funds to pay out an amount that is
equal to or less than the actual reduction in
benefits to qualifying annuitants.
An application for the grant program was
included with the notification letters, and is
available at www.brethrenbenefittrust.org/
Pension%20pages/GrantProgramApp.pdf.
The Brethren Pension Plan offers a section of
FAQs at www.brethrenbenefittrust.org.
For further questions contact Scott Douglas,
Pension Plan director, at 800-746-1505.

Denominational staff e-mails
no longer needs underscores
All current Church of the Brethren Mission
and Ministry Board-related staff e-mail
addresses no longer required an
underscore and agency designation. For
example, an address that previously was
jdoe_gb@brethren.org is now simply
jdoe@brethren.org.
Accounts will still be able to receive email to the old address until Dec. 31.
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Nov. 1 National Junior
High Youth Sunday
Nov. 6-7 Shenandoah
District conference,
Bridgewater, Va.
Nov. 6-8
Illinois/Wisconsin District
conference, Naperville,
Ill.; Pacific Southwest
District conference,
Sacramento, Calif.
Nov. 13-15 Outdoor
Ministries Association
national conference,
Camp Woodland
Altars, Peebles, Ohio;
Progressive
Brethren Gathering,
Elizabethtown, Pa.
Nov. 15 National Donor
Sabbath
Nov. 15-19 Outdoor
Ministries Association
directors/managers/staff
retreat, Camp Woodland
Altars, Peebles, Ohio
Nov. 20-21 Brethren
Benefit Trust board meeting, Elgin, Ill.
Dec. 6 Church of the
Brethren Advent Offering
emphasis; Brethren Press
winter curriculum quarter
begins

Jan. 5, 2010 National
Youth Conference registration opens
Jan. 6-18 On Earth Peace
Middle East delegation to
Israel/Palestine
Jan. 9-30 Church of the
Brethren Global Mission
Partnerships Nigeria
workcamp

Messenger Nov embe r 2009

Ad hoc committee creates
1
Statement on Health Care'
A "Statement on Health Care" has been prepared this fall by an ad hoc committee of former board members of the Association of
Brethren Caregivers (ABC-now the Caring
Ministries of the Church of the Brethren).
The document is intended to offer helpful biblical foundations and suggestions for Brethren
who are concerned about the national conversation about health care. It is based on the
church's official position statement on health
care, the 1989 Annual Conference statement
titled "Statement on Health Care in the United
States" (www.cobannualconference.org/
ac_statements/89HealthCare.htm).
The ad hoc group included two physicians,
a professional working in hospital-based
chaplaincy, a former chair of the ABC board,
and a former executive of ABC.
"Our nation and government are in a great
debate regarding the many solutions to our
health care crisis. As citizens of the United
States and as members of a faith community,
we are committed to speak out as the Holy
Spirit leads us," the document states in part.
"As people of faith we envision a society
where each person is afforded health, whole-

• Alan Bolds resigned as
coordinator of Online Gifts
and Development with the
Church of the Brethren effective Sept. 30 to take a
fundraising position with the
Alzheimer's Association in
Chicago. He had worked in
the position since Dec. 1,
2008. Bolds assisted with the
implementation of the
denomination's new website
software and the launch of
the eBrethren e-mail newsletter of the Stewardship and
Donor Development office.
• Anna Emrick of
Mason, Mich., accepted the
position of program coordinator for Church of the
Brethren Global Mission
Partnerships in Elgin, 111.,
effective Oct. 12. She has previously served as a Brethren
Press intern in summer 2007,
worked for the Brethren
Volunteer Service office in

ness, and human dignity."
The document (see www.brethren.org/site/
DocServer/StatementOnHealthCare.pdf?doclD=
4961) includes three sections: a vision for a system of health care, a series of faith-based affirmations about health care along with biblical
references, and suggestions of action steps for
individuals and communities of faith.
A related survey on health care issues was
posted at www.brethren.org in order to give
opportunity for feedback.
Earlier, a broader health care statement
from religious leaders was signed by Church
of the Brethren general secretary Stan
Noffsinger. The statement declares that current economic conditions have made health
care reform an urgent priority.
The declaration, drafted with the assistance
of the National Council of Churches Health
Task Force, says, in part: "No longer can we
afford to squander the hopes and dreams of
the American people through a much-toocostly system that contributes to economic
despair. Families and individuals must be
able to rely on affordable care in times of illness or accident and preventative care to
safeguard health and well-being."
See www.ncccusa.org/news/090707healthcarestatement.html for the full statement.

recruitment from August
2004 to August 2005, and
served an initial BVS assignment with the Human
Resource Development
Council in Havre, Mont. She
also has studied overseas in
Greece. Emrick, a Church of
the Brethren member, is a
graduate of Manchester
College (North Manchester,
Ind.), where she earned a
bachelor of science degree in
nonprofit management.
• Aaron Ross began as
program coordinator for
Camp Swatara (Bethel, Pa.) on
Oct. 12. Ross spent the past
three summers on Swatara's
program staff and has been a
student at Millersville (Pa.)
University. He succeeds
Natasha Stern, who is moving
to Vermont after two years in
the position.
• April Vanlonden was
called as director of academic

services for Bethany
Theological Seminary and
Earlham School of Religion
beginning Oct. 19. In her
position, she will function as
the registrar for both schools
in liaison with Earlham
College, and will facilitate the
cooperative academic opera tion of the two seminaries.
Vanlonden is a recorded
Quaker minister in the
Western Yearly Meeting . She
has been serving as pastor of
Fountain City Friends
Meeting in Fountain City,
Ind., and as a mental health
consultant for the Indiana Bar
Association's Committee on
Civil Rights of Children,
Indiana Screening,
Assessment, and Treatment
Pilot Project. She holds a
bachelor's degree from
Indiana University and a
Master of Divinity from
Earlham School of Religion.

ONCAMPUS
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.)
Bridgewater received a $153,043 support grant from the Virginia Foundation
for Independent Colleges. The 2009
year-end distribution grant will benefit
student scholarships, capital improvements, and budget support.

Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.)
Professor Donald Kraybill in August
shared in an msnbc.com article about
the current economic struggles being
faced by the Amish in Indiana .... For
2010, Elizabethtown was ranked first in
"commitment to teaching" and "best
value" in the Northeast in the US News
& World Report "Best Colleges" report.
It also received the No. 4 overall ranking among baccalaureate colleges in
the Northeast.

Mary Sink St. John, left, Virlina District youth coordinator, hands out envelopes containing
$10 each for the "reverse offering" at this year's National Junior High Conference.

Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.)
Faculty members Norm Siems, James
Roney, and James Tuten were honored
with distinguished teaching and service
awards during the college's awards
convocation earlier this year....
Lindsey Draper, a senior from Mt. Airy,
Md., studying biology, received a
$1,000 grant-in-aid of research from the
National Academy of Sciences.

University of La Verne
(La Verne, Calif.)
La Verne this year re-established a tradition aimed at bringing together the
campus community, holding a university convocation on Sept. 3. President
Steve Morgan offered a welcoming
message, and associate professor
Jerome Garcia gave a keynote address.

Manchester College
(North Manchester, Ind.)
A surprise unrestricted bequest left by
retired schoolteachers Florence E.
Sanders '48 and Lucile V. Sanders '47
and their sister Ethel will provide more
than $700,000 to Manchester to
"ensure that teaching excellence
endures at the ir alma mater."

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.)
The inauguration ceremony of Michael
P. Schneider as the 14th president of
McPherson will be held at 2 p.m. Nov. 7
in the college's Brown Auditorium ....
Steve Burkholder, Jim Loving, Steve
Mohler, Carolyn Schrock, Les Shenefelt,
and Myron Stine were newly elected to
the college's board of trustees in June.

Junior high youth take •reverse offering• forward
The "reverse offering" at this past summer's National Junior High Conference
continues to bear fruit.
At the transformation-themed conference, held in Harrisonburg, Va., in June,
each youth received $10 with the encouragement to consider how they might
"transform" the money into something more. Youth were also given the option
to turn the money back in immediately after the worship service.
A total of $4,000 was provided up front to fund the offering, and by late
September the amount turned back in had already neared $6,500, with more
expected. Proceeds will benefit Church of the Brethren ministries.
The youth are finding creative ways to multiply their money. The junior highers
from one church pooled their $60 from the conference to buy supplies and hold a
picnic lunch fundraiser at their congregation. With $60, they purchased enough
buns, pulled pork, and other supplies to feed about 60 people. The youth each
brought a dessert, and invited their church family to join them for lunch . The
free-will offering collected from the lunch totaled $623.
Other stories are being collected via the Church of the Brethren website
(www.brethren.org/jrhiconf) .
The spirit of the offering was echoed in the theme for this year's Junior High Sunday,
scheduled for Nov. 1: "Overflowing with Thankfulness," from Colossians 2:6-7.

Bits and pieces
• Jim Chinworth of North Manchester, Ind.; David Steele of Huntingdon, Pa.;
Rhonda Pittman Gingrich of Minneapolis; and Tracy Stoddart of Dayton, Ohio,
have agreed to be worship coordinators for the 2010 National Youth
Conference in Fort Collins, Colo. They will have responsibility for planning the
twice-daily services that take place during the conference, to be held July 17-22
at Colorado State University. Their first planning meeting was scheduled for late
October. For more information, visit www.2010nyc.org.
• Youth at Camp Emmaus' senior high camp in Mount Morris, 111., also got
into the giving spirit this past summer. When one of the campers, Cassidy Terry
of nearby Polo, was diagnosed with leukemia during the year, the camp community rallied behind her. Some of her friends organized a 7-mile fund raising walk
during the camp, and the youth camp's annual auction proceeds also went
toward the Terry family's medical expenses. The total amount raised by the
events topped $3,000.
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'Up': A rich intergenerational treat
Pixar film considers the real adventure of a lifetime

L

et's take a movie quiz.
Question: Which recent, highly acclaimed film does
this storyline describe? A cantankerous, elderly widower
clings to the past, refusing to come to terms with change .
Protecting and caring for his home becomes a central
metaphor in the story for refusing to recognize the dramatic
transformation that has taken place all around him. When an
awkward Asian-American kid
intrudes into the older man's isolation, a relationship develops as
each realizes that, despite their
many differences, they both need
something the other has to offer.
Indeed, this intergenerational gift
provides a catalyst for a heroic decision to let go of the past and take
charge of the future.
Answers: 1) Up; 2) Gran Torino; 3)
Both of the above.
Ironically, this storyline represents
both of these celebrated though
dramatically different films. However, neither the plot nor
characters of either film offers conventional Hollywood fare.
The fact that Up shares many common points with Gran
Torino underscores that this is not your typical animated feature . Up is the product of Pixar Studios, a creative team well
known for breaking with convention. Many animated "family" films pander to the young while occasionally throwing a
bone to adults, with little shared territory ever explored.
Pixar's creative minds respect both audiences and seem to
have discovered a wonderful common ground that all ages
can appreciate. Like two of Pixar's earlier strong offerings,
Finding Nemo and The lncredibles, Up features believable
interaction between characters of different generations who
help one another along the way.
Up introduces us to Carl Fredrickson as a small boy with a
big heart for adventure, first seen sitting in a movie theater
rapturously watching newsreels of his idol, explorer Carl
Muntz, on one of his adventures to South America. A bit later
when Carl discovers a spirited, gap-toothed girl named Ellie,
we realize he has found a soul mate for life's adventure. Next
we are treated to a sublime, wordless montage that sums up
the arc of Carl's life with Ellie, from childhood to old age.
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In the span of a few minutes we witness a happy life together, but one in which circumstances conspire against their
plans for exotic adventures, such as exploring Paradise Falls
in South America, or even the more domesticated adventures
of having children and raising a family. Carl, who as a child
worshiped an explorer who disappeared with his dirigible in
South America, simply ends up becoming a balloon salesman
at the zoo. When Carl becomes a widower he is left only with
Ellie's scrapbook from her youth titled "My Big Adventure"
and the house they shared. The montage is funny yet heartbreaking, entertaining yet true to life-as beautiful and heartfelt a piece of filmmaking as any in recent memory.
When we next see Carl, he is a grouchy old man who
dwells in a past he can't let go of. This is literally true, inasmuch as his house represents his attempt to hold on to the
life he shared with his beloved wife. When events threaten
to force Carl out of his much-loved home, his adventurous
spirit finally takes flight-as does his home, held aloft by
20,000 helium balloons. Carl believes he has made a clean
escape as his home floats toward a long-anticipated South
American adventure, but he soon finds that he has a stowaway: a plump Wilderness Explorer scout named Russell.
As these two would-be explorers encounter lush jungles,
towering waterfalls, giant multihued birds, and a talking dog
named Dug, the plot unfolds with a fantastic, dreamlike character that is difficult to describe without experiencing it.
Nevertheless, a heartfelt opening and wise, rewarding conclusion securely ground the film's flights of fancy. Along the way,
our hero discovers that there comes a time when one must let
go of the past to take hold of the future, and that the sum of
many everyday moments can add up to a joyful life adventure.
While even some mature audiences may not wish to
endure the profanity before the payoff in a film such as Gran
Torino, Up is truly a movie all generations can profit from.
Both films are about the growth of an individual who opens
himself to the larger possibilities and commitments of community, discovering that one can become a hero right in
one's own neighborhood. n!
Michael McKeever
studies at Judson
where he also
Conversations" film
of Highland Avenue

is professor of biblical
University in El gin, Ill.,
directs the
"Ree l
series. He is a member
Church of the Breth ren.

Time to end the stalemate
This summer, after a hiatus of five
years, I again experienced the many
blessings of attending Annual
Conference. I am a pastor, and like
many pastors of small- to mediumsized churches, my attendance
included serving as a delegate.
A few of my colleagues who are
persuaded to take on this role serve
reluctantly, or somewhat so, but not
me. I like to hear the various perspectives of individuals because this
challenges me to reflect and ponder
my opinions and beliefs, and
because it reminds me of our unity
in spite of our va rious opinions,
beliefs, and approaches-our unity
through diversity.
With this said, brothers and sisters, I'm sick and tired , tired and
sick, of our brutalizing one anothe r
from both sides of the issue of
human sexuality. I am appalled that
so many in a peace church can do
this and at how long this has continued. This nastiness has been ongoing at least since the 1999 Annual
Conference in Milwaukee-the first I
ever attended upon entering the
Church of the Brethren from another
denom ination.
I challenge all of us to begin a new
journey in the spirit of the theme of
Annual Conference 2009. Let us really be able to say, "The old has gone,
the new has come, all this is from
God." I would like to challenge all of
us who are deeply saddened by the
perpetuation of the antagonism and
bitterness that occurred due to the
attacking (including childish namecalling) and even the questioning of
the faith of other brothers and sisters over the issue/topic of human
sexuality to instead hike down a
new path. I'd like to see us " t ake a
hike like no other we've ever
attempted," like the one that sister
Nancy Heishman described in her
sermon during Monday night's
Annual Conference worship service.
Our hike, like the one Nancy took to
a mountainside waterfall, might
present uncertainty and anxiety, but

it is one I consider necessary if
something new and lifegiving is
really going to happen to our
denomination surrounding the topic
of human sexuality.
I believe the vehement disagreement and verbal fights among us
have seriously wounded us. Since I
believe that we will never come to
unanimity on the topic of human
sexuality, with both sides wholeheartedly believing that their view is
the one God would want, it is now
time to resolve our bitter stalemate
that has caused us great-and possibly irreparable-harm.
The path of resolution to newness
is one of forbearance, allowing a
congregation to be open or "nonopen" according to the majority
belief of its members. A pastor
should respect the majority belief of
the congregation. If "non-open," the
pasto r should not impose his or her
own belief on the majority by, for
example, officiating a same-sex
ma rriage on church property. By
contrast, a congregation should not
reverberate with criticism against its
pastor should he or she believe differently from the majority and officiate a same-sex union/marriage off of
church property. Perhaps such an
agreement recognized and entered
into by a pastoral candidate and a
congregation searching for a pastor
would bring the two, who match up
well other than on the topic of
human sexuality, together in an
effective ministry for Jesus Christ.
I know that my proposal does not
address the entire topic of human
sexuality, but I did not say that it
was a solution-only a resolution.
Hopefully, it is one resolution in a
series that starts our denomination
on a new hike to loftier heights and
greater visions. Prayerfully, the
"old" with its brut alization and unChristian behavior will be gone, and
the "new" with its forbearance,
heal ing, and effective Christian ministry will come-soon .

An Inspiring Story of
Hope and Humanity
_In 1975, a 37 year- old B reth r e n
hom e maker nam e d M a r ie
H am ilto n sta rted v isitin g prison
in mates w ith one s im pl e ide a:
to look for and affi r m the g ood
in t h em . Her vis ion c h a l lenged
c onventional t hi nki ng, she had
no for m al educat ion i n crim ina l
just ice , y et her p rog ram s h ave
become an int e gra l p art of
Pen nsy lva n ia's p r iso n sy stem ,
touc hi ng t he liv es of t h ou san d s.
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We're wasting valuable time
I just returned from Annual Conference.
I am now 90 years old. I first attended
Conference in 1940. I am now very
much surprised how much we are controlled by rules and regulations. It is
clear that the leadership power has
shifted from the General Board to the
Leadership Team of Annual
Conference. It is also clear that the
Annual Conference leaders spend too
much time deciding who is welcome to

r:.,« Pontius' Puddle
WE CREAiORES VIEi,./ C.1<£/1-T\Dt{ L\KE A

MOVIE. WE PAY t.LOSE AT'TE.l-li'\ON
TO TKE AC.T\ON, T!-\£. P.Ot<'\A.NCE,

Tl-\!:'. PANORl:..t-1\IC, SPEC'T~CLE--

be a part of Annual Conference.
We spend far too much time developing papers on how to handle controversial issues as opposed to simply
opening th e d oor and allowing those
we disagree with to be fully a part of
our fellowship. For 20 y ears, we have
wasted v aluable t ime t elling our
homosexual members that they do not
have the privilege of telling their life
stories in a .booth at Annual
Conference. Jesus would be ashamed
of us. He spent more time with per-

sons who were excluded than he did
with the leaders of the temple.
The time is way past due to be talking
about homosexuals and whether such
persons should be a part of our fellowship and enjoy the rights and privileges
of full membership, including marriage.
These are genuine persons.
Paul S. Hersch
La Verne. Calif.

It's been ordained by God
Thank you for your "S-Word" editorial in
the June issue of the MESSENGER. It was
refreshing to read comments that were
intelligent and unbiased concerning
homosexuality.
We are all sexual beings regardless of
the degree of how we indulge in the act.
Not only is it a physical recognition of
the spouse, but it is the bonding and caring of the spouse or partner who have
made commitments, whether legally or
not. We all know it has been ordained by
God himself and he gave it to us freely.
It's how we use it that matters.
Lee Albert
San Diego, Calif.

Words at Conference
carry much meaning
I am so proud of the youth and young
adults who had the foresight to work
together as they shared their thoughts
and feelings with the delegates and others
of us who find Annual Conference to be
not only our "family reunion" but a place
to share who we are and what we believe.
Yes, we are broken on the topic of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
(LGBT). We must talk with each other and
listen to one another. If I may quote two
of their paragraphs that have so much
meaning for me, they say:
"We own this tension. We acknowledge
that in our fallenness we may iiot reach
uniformity on this issue. But may we
strive for unity in love, mission, ministry,
and witness in Christ. Our ability to show
respect even in our differences may draw
an onlooker to Christ. Our meanness and
fighting will certainly never draw anyone
to Christ." Please read those words in
quotes again and again.
Roma Jo Thompson
Bridgewater, Va .
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Biblical authority is
the real divisive issue
Since 1963, the Church of the Brethren has
suffered a steady decline in all important
areas of numerical analysis of denominational health and growth. It became a significant enough concern by 1981 that it
was treated as a major item of business
and discussion at Annual Conference that
year: a strange twist of irony, as exactly
one century earlier the denomination suffered its terribly debilitating split into
splinter groups. With this in mind, I read
with interest the letters submitted by
Linda Williams (June) and Kathleen FryMiller (May).
Sister Williams makes reference to Greg
Davidson-Laszakovits' "Reflections" article
of November 2008, regarding the potentials of a new schism in our church body
"along the lines of one or more of the
issues with which we are currently deal ing." Williams nobly encourages us to
"respect diversity and not let it divide us."
To this, I say a very heartfelt "Amen."
However, diversity is not the issue that
threatens to further divide us now; nor is it
the issue that is numerically emasculating
the denomination.
The issue is best described through the
following quotes: "The denominations no
longer offer a distinctive Christian standard for judging statements about God or
about moral action," and "There can
never be growth among God's people if
the Bible is not respected as the word of
the true and living God," and, finally,
"Because people are looking for something solid to stand on, and they are having difficulty finding it in the Church of the
Brethren, many are leaving and finding
fellowship elsewhere." These are quotes
from a very thoughtfully written pamphlet
titled "Dwindling Membership in the
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Unashamed of Jesus?
Church of the Brethren," published by
the Brethren Revival Fellowship as volume 44, number 3, 2009. We are obviously no longer the "people of the
Book" as we once were.
If we are to avoid the certainty of
further denominational decimation,
with or without another factional split,
then we must heal from the inside out
by acknowl.e dging that, for most
Brethren, the divisive issue is not one
of diversity regarding homosexuality,
but rather one of biblical authority.
The correct biblical stance is best stated in the 1983 position paper on
human sexuality. It is therefore now
time to lay to rest that question and
move forward to much more pressing
and important, and equally biblically
clear, matters. To do otherwise is to
invite denominational stagnation in
not only a perpetual "no-win," but an
"everyone-loses," situation.
Charles McGuckin
Middleburg, Fla.

I have received many e-mails that
speak of Jesus and suggest that if I am
not ashamed of Jesus I will forward
(to 10-plus people) the e-mail I have
just received. It notes that we forward
many stupid and dirty jokes but are
ashamed of forwarding anything
about Jesus.
I agree that we should not be
ashamed of claiming to be followers
of Jesus Christ, but many of these
same e-mails tie their message to supporting efforts of the United States of
America in its war activities. This bothers me. I am ashamed of any activity
that supports war. This does not stop
me from praying for the United States
of America. This does not stop me
from praying for young men and
women on both sides who have felt
obligated to go to war. But it makes
me think of Jesus' words and really
ask: "Am I ashamed of what Jesus
commands and teaches me?"
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ENGLAND and SCOTLAND (July 23 · August 4)
SWISS GLACIER EXPRESS (July 29 · August 11 )
EUROPEAN HERITAGE Ill
with PAUL ZEHR (September 5-18)
THE ROAD to JERUSALEM (September 11 ·22)
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Jesus taught, "Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they shall be called
sons of God. Blessed are those who
are persecuted for righteousness'
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. Blessed are you when men
revile you and persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil against you falsely on
my account." Jesus also said, "Go the
second mile ... turn the other cheek ...
love your enemies ... pray for those
that persecute you ... love God first
with all you have, then love others as
you love yourself." Jesus gave many
other teachings and commands.
Am I ashamed of these teachings?
Am I a Christian if I avoid making
efforts daily to follow these teachings?
I am ashamed because I admit I do not
put enough effort into following these
teachings. I am ashamed because I see
many Christians and churches who
openly support war. Are we ashamed
to follow Jesus because this will make
us appear different? Will it move us
away from the mainstream of society?
Will we be called un-American? It is
time for us to say we will follow
Christ's teachings.
Are we ashamed of Jesus, or is
Jesus ashamed and heartbroken
about us? You do not need to forward
this to 10 people. You do need to
incorporate Jesus' teachings into
your daily actions.
Donald Flint
Sterling Heights, Mich.

'The Shack' lacks depth
Thank you, Bill Kidwell, for voicing
your reservations about the highlytouted book, The Shack (Letters,
July/August). Reading your comments before I had read more than a
few chapters may have saved me
from troubling doubts about my spirituality and my ability to discern good
writing, as I, too, found the book
somewhat disappointing. My guess is
that other readers of MESSENGER have
also been less enamored with the
book than were the thousands who
made it a bestseller, but that they did
not take the time to register their
reservations in this forum.
A long with Brother Kidwell, I had
serious difficulty with the book's parallel between a legendary princess'
~ o v e r n b e r 2009

leaping to her death to save her people from sickness and Jesus' death on
the cross to save us. I, too, lean much
more to Kate Eisenbise's discussion
of atonement in the Summer 2008
issue of Brethren Life and Thought. I
find it a much more mature and
"Brethren" explanation of the meaning of Jesus' death than the one presented in The Shack.
The portrayal of the members of
the Trinity was somewhat novel, but
frequently seemed a bit belabored
and was not completely satisfying to
me. In addition, the author's language
was often prosaic when language
with a poetic quality would have been
more inspiring, and there were
numerous examples of illogical sentence structure. (Where were his editors?) Also, I felt at times that his tone
was somewhat condescending.
The many quick fixes bothered me as

well. For example, I was unable to resonate with the swift resolution of the
main character's anger against his
father. It seems to me that such a resolution would require more of a process
than a quick flash of insight. More time
was allotted to achieving forgiveness
of the murderer of his daughter, but I
still found it somewhat unconvincing.
In spite of these weaknesses, I think
the book was a noble attempt to make
God's love more real to people.
Apparently it achieved that goal with
many people. Perhaps the strength of
The Shack is best expressed by Jim
Palmer, writing on the flyleaf of the
book: "The beauty of this book is not
that it supplies easy answers to grueling
questions, but that it invites you to come
in close to a God of mercy and love, in
whom we find hope and healing."
Esther Mohler Ho
Hayward, Cal if.

CLASSIFIEDADS
Europe in 2010. Enjoy two-week tour including Amsterdam, Paris, Swiss Alps, Oberammergau Passion Play,
and Brethren sites-Buedingen and Schwarzenau. Three-week tour adds Venice, Vienna, Prague, Berlin . Please
contact J. Kenneth Kreider, 1300 Sheaffer Road, Elizabethtown, PA 17022 or kreiderk@etown.edu .
"Alpine Europe" May 17-27, 2010 - Heidelberg, Lucerne, Innsbruck, Salzburg, Munich, Oberammergau
Passion Play; "Emerald Ireland" September 13-23, 2010 - Waterford, Killarney, Galway, Connemara, Sligo,
Dublin; "Wonders of Greece and Turkey" November 3-14, 2010 - Istanbul, Pergamum, Smyrna, Ephesus,
Patmos, Rhodes, Crete, Corinth, Athens. Contact Ed Bontrager, TravelVenture Tours, Harrisonburg, VA. 540-4388304, eebontrager@comcast.net. First Class Tours at a reasonable cost. All tours out of Dulles lnt'I Airport,
Washington, DC. Check web: www.travelventuretours.com
What To Do While You Wait For the World To End - a new book by Noah S. Martin, D.Min,
a CoB pastor, Johnstown, PA. Offers a refreshing way of understanding the end times. No predictions. No
timetables. No need to panic. No secret codes. Noah looks to the Bible and to church history to emerge with
an interpretation he calls "Reality Eschatology: Ever Present/Ever Coming/Ever Ready." Personal, informative,
and inspirational. Challenges believers how to live in the last days. Written endorsements by CoB pastors &
leaders. Contact: www.brethrenpress.com or call 800-441-3712.

Faculty Position in Brethren Studies
Bethany Theological Seminary invites applications for a three-year renewable part-time faculty position in
Brethren Studies, beginning Fall 2010. Rank: open. PhD preferred; ABD considered . The appointee will be
expected to teach 2 graduate-level courses per year (at least one as an online offering), and offer one Academylevel course biennially. Other duties will include: student advising and the supervision of MA theses in the area
of Brethren Studies as needed . The area of expertise and research may come from a variety of fields, such as:
Historical Studies, Theological Studies, Brethren Heritage, or Sociology and Religion. Commitment to the values
and theological emphases within the Church of the Brethren is essential. We encourage applications from
women, minorities, and persons with disabilities. Application deadline: December 1, 2009.
Send a letter of application, CV, and names and contact information for three references to:
Brethren Studies Search; Attn: Dean's Office; Bethany Theological Seminary; 615 National Road West;
Richmond, IN 47374 deansoffice@bethanyseminary.edu.
PASTORS NEEDED. Congregations in many of the denomination's 23 districts are in need of strong, trained
Christian leaders who are dedicated to Church of the Brethren beliefs and practices to serve as pastor. The available placements are both full-time and part-time and include some associate/second staff positions. The congregations vary widely in size and program . A full listing of openings can be found at www.brethren.org.
Contact the appropriate district executive or call the Ministry office at 800-323-8039 .

Please send information to be
included in Turning Points to
Jean Clements, 1451 Dundee
Ave, Elgin, IL 60120; 800323-8039 ext. 206;
jclements@brethren.org.
Information must be complete
in order to be published .
Information older than one
year cannot be published.

New Members
Ambler, Pa.: Judy Schilling,
Glenn Brown, Tracey
George
Annville, Pa.: Trenton Alwine,
Jeremy Bucher, Daniel
Ebersole Jr., Rebecca
Ebersole
Antioch, Rocky Mount, Va.:
Jim Mohler, )an Mohler,
Emily Green, Rachel
Knick, Tim Bowman,
Monica Bowman, Jim
Mohler, Pat Mohler,
Dupont, Ohio: Richard
Stauffer, Nancy Stauffer,
Kevin Hornish, Abby
Hornish, Donald Risner
Free Spring, Mifflintown , Pa.:
Emily Lukens
Green Hill, Salem, Va .:
Hayden King, Bill Brogan,
Margaret Ann Brogan
Happy Corner, Clayton,
Ohio: Nick Paxitzis, Dina
Paxitzis, Alia Eckl1ardt,
Connor Mcinnes, Laura
Brown, Kelsey Limbert,
Keith Barnes
Hickory Grove, Dunkirk,
Ind.: Joe Hilty
Lancaster, Pa.: Dory Novotny,
Judith Breidenstine, Colin
Betz, Cory Betz, Alex
Bookman, Brad Snyder,
Grant Turkki, Jayson
Gardner, Ashley Wenger
Longmeadow, Hagerstown,
Md.: Cole Stevens, Kara
Stevens
Meadow Branch ,
Westminster, Md.: Darlene
Stierhoff
Philadelphia, First, Wyndmoor,
Pa.: Louise Watkin
Roaring Spring, Pa.: Deborah
Delozier, Angela Delozier,
Marissa Delozier, Darlene
Wyland, Joseph Price,
Samantha Price, Matthew
Price, Madison Longenecker,
Rachel Brumbaugh, Guy
Forshey, Holly Delozier
Roxbury, Johnstown, Pa.:
Patricia Shaulis, Tom Shaulis
Saint Petersburg, Fla.: Joanne
Blackford
Stevens Hill Community,
Elizabethtown, Pa.: Ann
Bach, Jeff Bach, Blaine
Gorman, Sherri Gorman
White Oak, Manheim, Pa.:
Anthony Kampen, Linnea
Martin , Steve Ressler,

Bonita Ressler, Broe
Ressler, Karissa Stoner,
Abigail Wantz
Wolgamuth , Dillsburg, Pa. :
Elizabeth Cook, Shelby
Lehman
Yellow Creek, Hopewell, Pa.:
Peyton Leidy, Sidney
Patterson

Anniversaries
Baughman, Richard and
Joyce, Glenford, Ohio, 60
Bobb, George and Alverta ,
Carlisle, Pa., 5 5
Bowman, Fred and Mildred,
Timberville, Va. , 60
Fritz, Ervin and Hazel,
Westminster, Md. , 65
Garrett, Sterling and Mildred ,
Westminster, Md., 50
Huffman, Paul and Anna,
Timberville, Va., 70
Lease, Gareth and Anna,
Walkersville, Md., 50
Longenecker, Bill and Peggy,
Mount Joy, Pa., 50
Lutz, Ron and Ila, An1bler,
Pa., 50
Naff, Arnold and Christine,
Pilot, Va. , 60
Strite, Ellis and Eloise,
Williamsport, Md., 60
Weiler, Jim and Elaine,
Norristown, Pa. , 50
Wilson, Arthur and Mary,
Tbotnville, Ohio, 50

Deaths
Atwood, Ani ta, 88, Broadway,
Va., Feb. 12
Atwood, Dwight E. , 84,
Broadway, Va ., March 7
Bachleda, Marion Louise, 82,
Carlisle, Pa., May 9
Barnhart, Walter, 93,
Roanoke, Va ., Aug. l 9
Bather, Wanda Elaine, 84,
Elgin, 111., Aug. 4
Bird, Norma, 84, Continental,
Ohio, July 17
Bowman, R. Eugene, 73,
Rocky Mount, Va ., May 22
Buchanan, Alvina, 97,
Hoytville, Ohio, May 29
Buck, Ruth Hartman , 88,
Mount Morris, f!I., Sept.

20
Cary, Lula Mae, 65, Fincastle,
Va., Sept. 3
Catherman, Ethel, 99, Erie,
Pa., July 25
Cline, Lawrence, 99,
Timberville, Va., Jan 25
Divers, Hattie I. , 89,
Roanoke, Va., Nov. 25,

2008
Doyle, Raymond, 96, Lima,
Ohio, Sept. 7
Dunn, James Wilson, 96,
Clemmons, N.C. , Sept. 8
Fahrney, Mildred L., 84,
Broadway, Va. , Sept. 7
Felix, Ruth, 78, Bridgewater,

Va ., July 2
Firebaugh, Morris, 97,
Mount Morris, Ill. , Aug. 24
Flory, Donald R. , 74, Findlay,
Ohio, Sept. 21
Forbes, Irene A. , 94, Rocky
Mount, Va., June 16
Forcino, Carol, 70,
Boonsboro, Md. , Sept. 14
Garber, Phoebe, 88,
Timberville, Va., May 25
George, Gregory, 54,
Mechanicsburg, Pa., Sept. 17
Hall, Margaret, 76, Rocky
Mount, Va ., Jan. 20
Heckethorn, Harry, 83,
McPherson , Kan ., Sept. 4
Huffman, Deborah Ann Falls,
46, Troutville, Va., Sept. I
Jamison, Avis R., 88, Rocky
Mount, Va., May 23
Kelley, Carole J., 67,
Somerset, Pa., Aug. 24
Laprade, Maurice D ., Sr., 92,
Rocky Mount, Va., March 14
Laughrin, Eloys, 92, Dixon,
111., Aug. 15
Martin, Margaret B., 75,
Hagerstown , Md. , Aug. 30
May, Mildred, 90, Broadway,
Va., Feb. 15
Metzger, Clara J., 102,
Dayton, Ohio, Aug. 7
Naff, Ethel Jami son, 104,
Rocky Mount, Va. , May 5
Naff, Hazel Allie Mills, 93,
Roanoke, Va., Sept. 4
Nifong, Earl 0., 85, Argos,
Ind. , March 6
Osterwise, William E. , 66,
Pittsburgh, Pa. , Aug. 9
Petre, Pearl P. 93 ,
Hagerstown, Md. , June 8
Rexrode, Winifred , 87,
Mechan icsburg, Pa., Sept. I
Reynolds, Eula Akers, 92,
Roanoke, Va. , Sept. 17
Rohrer, Patricia, 74,
Lancaster, Pa., March 2
Roth, Madeline W. , 98,
Boiling Springs, Pa., Aug. 3
Rowland, Velma, 88, Mount
Morris, Ill., Sept. 13
Sauder, B. Russel, 89,
Manheim, Pa. , Aug. 3
Shaffer, June C. , 82, Dixon ,
Ill. , Aug. 31
Shope, Mabel M., 87,
Sarasota, Fla., Ju ly 23
Simmons, Melvin R., 83,
Glen Burnie, Md ., Sept. I
Smith, Edith Cullison, 91 ,
Plymouth, Ind. , May 30
Smith, Pauline, 90,
Martinsburg, Pa., July 18
Swope, Lois E., 74,
Chambersburg, Pa., Aug. 23
Ullery, Cecile, 94, Plymouth,
Ind., April 17
Wagner, Arlene, 79, Hershey,
Pa., Aug. 18
Wakeland, Margaret, 95,
Plymouth, Ind., Aug. 13
Weigle, Betty, 80, Carlisle,
Pa., June 8

Wimmer, Larue, I 00, Salem,
Va., Aug . 17
Witman, Jay M., 56,
Manheim, Pa., June 7
Zinn, Philip N. , 89,
Bridgewater, Va. , July 25

Licensings
Ballew, Linetta Alley, Shen .
Dist. (Lebanon , Mount
Sidney, Va .), April 26
Beachley, Linda E., W. Pa.
Dist. (Maple Spring,
Hollsopple, Pa.), July 19
Bowers, George Al len, Jr.,
Shen. Dist. (Antioch,
Woodstock, Va.), Jan. 11
Douglas, Colin A. , S. Plains
Dist. (Big Creek, Cushing,
Okla.) , Sept. 6
Funkhouser, Samuel, Shen.
Dist. (Wakemans Grove,
Edinburg, Va .), July 26
Harding, Rebecca, N. Ind .
Dist. (Beacon Heights, Fort
Wayne, Ind .) , July 19
Heien, Sharon, N. Plain s
Dist. (Fairview, Unionville,
Iowa) , May 3
Lorenz, Gary, N. Ohio Dist.
(Eastwood, Akron , Ohio) ,
May 17
McDaniel, David, Shen. Dist.
(Blue Ridge Chapel,
Waynesboro, Va.), May 17
Miles, Jesse A., S. Pa. Dist.
(Waynesboro, Pa.), July 26
Prater, Jonathan, Shen. Dist.
(White Hill , Stuarts Draft,
Va.), July 12
Reinford, Christopher, At!.
N.E. Dist. (Mohler,
Ephrata, Pa.), July 19
Scrogham, Cole, Shen. Dist.
(Pleasant Valley, Weyers
Cave, Va.), Feb. 8
Sheffer, Gary, Shen. Dist.
(Pleasant Valley, Weyers
Cave, Va.) , Feb. 8
Storne, Jack Ben, Pac. S.W.
Dist (Live Oak, Calif. ),
May 31

Ordinations
August, S . Thomas, SIC Ind.
Dist. (Living Faith, Flora,
Ind .), Aug. 30
Bayse, Ray M., Vi rlina Dist.
(Bethany, Boones Mill ,
Va.) , May 24
Berube, Jeannine L., Mid. Pa.
Dist. (Maitland,
Lewistown , Pa.), Aug. l 6
Canfield, Lloyd Max, N. Ohio
Dist. (New Philadelphia,
Ohio), May 3
Combs, Galen M., Shen. Dist.
(Barren Ridge, Staunton,
Va .), Aug. 2
Forrester, Donald D ., W.
Marva Dist. (Laurel Glen,
Cranesville, W. Va.) , Aug. 30
Gross, Aaron V., S/ C Ind.
Dist. (Logansport, Ind.) ,

July 15
Johnson, Dan L. , N. Ohio
Dist. (Brook Park, Ohio),
May 24
Markle, Brian R, S. Pa. Dist.
(West York, York, Pa.) ,
Aug. 16
Tomson, Jeffrey A., S/ C Ind.
Dist. (Living Faith, Flora,
Ind.), Aug. 23
Tosten, Timothy E., S. Pa.
Dist. (Ridge, Shippensburg,
Pa.), Aug. 30
Webb, Timothy J., SIC Ind.
Dist. (Locust Grove, New
Castle, Ind .), July 26

Placements
Beebe, David, pastor, Mexico,
Ind., June I
Bibbee, David M., from pastor, Creekside, Elkhart,
Ind ., to pastor,
Lincolnshire, Fort Wayne,
Ind., Sept. 13
Braught, Ryan, pastor, Veritas,
Marietta, Pa., Sept. I
Cantu, Francisco, pastor,
Falfurrias, Texas, March 29
Emmons, Timothy H., associate pastor, Mount Bethel,
Eagle Rock, Va., Dec. 7,

2008
Goodrich, Jim, pastor, First
Baptist/ Brethren, Cedar
Rapids, Iowa, Aug. 1, 2008
Graham, Jeffrey J., pastor,
Pleasant View, South
Whitley, Ind. , July 6
Hackett, Karen M., from
team interim to team pastor, Jennersville, West
Grove, Pa., June 7
Hagenberger, Gene M., Jr.,
from pastor, Easton, Md.,
to district executive/m inister, Mid-Atlantic District,
New Windsor, Md., Aug. l
Hanks, Thomas P. J., pastor,
Masons Cove, Salem, Va.,
June 1
Horstman, Thomas J., copastor, Romney, W.Va .,
June I
Kreighbaum, Jennifer
Sanders, from pastor,
White Branch,
Hagerstown, Ind ., to pastor
of discipleship ministries,
Spring Creek, Hershey,
Pa., Aug. 1
Krouse, Robert W., pastor,
Little Swatara, Bethel, Pa. ,
Aug. 18
Koons, Terry, pastor,
Hammond Avenue
Brethren, Waterloo, Iowa,
Sept. I, 2008
Leighton-Harris, Laura, pastor, Peace, Council Bluffs,
Jowa, Sept. I
Lewczak, Barbara Wise, from
interim to pastor, Stover
Memorial, Des Moines,
Iowa, Sept. 21 , 2008
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Set an example
"Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an
example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity."
-1 Tim. 4:12

D

blic discourse has sunk to such a low level that
r:~e National Council of Churches (NCC) recently

felt the need to put out a special statement on the topic.
"Let us . .. draw from our deepest traditions of faith and
heritage to gain a renewed sense of community marked by
honesty and mutual respect," the statement says. "Let our
moments of rigorous debate be tempered with a profound sense of the
dignity and worth of each person."
The statement was sparked by the
"rancorous and acrimonious" debate
around health care, an issue that
almost everyone seems to agree needs
attention but with much disagreement
over how that should be done.
Discussions of "gold-plated" insurance
plans, antitrust laws, and public
options mingle with charges of "death
panels" and government takeovers.
Certainly, that ongoing debate has
generated enough heat to warm up a Midwest winter. But the
issue the NCC lifts up is broader than thorny public policy

We can debate the speeches or tactics that take place on
the Conference floor, but let's not turn the church into a
Marvel universe of superheroes and archvillains. The world
is seldom so black and white. Even if it were, there is plenty
of kryptonite in the world to bring us all to our knees.
Our ongoing feuds over sexuality and the accompanying
cultural clashes (shared by many mainline denominations)
expose an ugly side of religion. It's OK, and perhaps even
good, to disagree, but not to be disagreeable or disrespectful or worse with one another.
In his classic novel Zen and the Art of Motorcycle
Maintenance, author Robert Pirsig describes the moment
when two old friends come upon a sensitive subject on
which they don't see eye to eye:
"Of course, when you discover something like that it's like
discovering a tooth with a missing filling. You can never
leave it alone. You have to probe it, work around it, push on
it, think about it, not because it's enjoyable but because it's
on your mind and won't get off your mind.
"And the more I probe and push ... the more irritated he
gets, and of course that makes me want to probe and push
all the more. Not deliberately to irritate him but because the
irritation seems symptomatic of something deeper, something under the surface that isn't immediately apparent."
Perhaps something along those lines is at the heart of all
this bickering. Our sense of who we are as a nation is shifting amid new global realities. Our traditional sense of who

OUR SENSE OF WHO WE ARE AS A NATION IS SHIFTING AMID NEW GLOBAL
REALITIES. OUR TRADITIONAL SENSE OF WHO AND WHAT WE ARE AS A CHURCH IS
SLIPPING AWAY IN AN EVER-CHANGING CULTURE. WE DON'T WANT TO FACE THE
CHANGES, AND SO WE TURN ON EACH OTHER INSTEAD.
debates. It's bigger than the much-publicized recent outbursts
of Rep. Joe Wilson in Congress, Kanye West at the MTV Music
Awards, or Serena Williams on the courts of the US Open.
It's a pervasive pattern of behavior at nearly every level of
our culture, and it needs to stop.
Many people have commented on the generally improved
tenor of conversation and more civil behavior on the floor of
Annual Conference in San Diego this year. Bonnie Kline
Smeltzer, in this month's Reflections column (p. 6) suggests
some reasons why this may have been so.
Letters and conversations since then, however, suggest that
the better atmosphere at Conference this year didn't make the
ugly words and bad behavior go away. It just drove them
underground for a time. Too many Brethren are still talking
about "those people" and "that group" with the same air one
might talk about an unsightly and unpleasant-smelling piece
of meat. Change may be occurring, but if so, it's glacial.

and what we are as a church is slipping away in an everchanging culture. We don't want to face the changes, and so
we turn on each other instead .
And all around us are models of self-righteous tirades and
bombastic talk. From Glenn Beck to Keith Olbermann and a
cast of others, everyone has a soapbox and volume trumps
virtue. Yet there in 1 Timothy remains the call for us to set
"an example in speech and conduct ... ," with the power of
mutual respect, faithful witness, and godly behavior.
Perhaps we can make a goal for ourselves from 'the NCC
statement's concluding words: "Let us as member churches
and brothers and sisters of other living faiths model the
civility to which our sacred texts command .... Let us make
clear to ourselves and others those marks of civility that represent the best of our faiths and that can serve as foundational to rigorous, honest public discourse for the common
good ."-Ed. ~

COMING IN DECEMBER: Visiting with a Brethren band, praise and worship, team ministry,
conscientious objection, study of Revelation, book review, and more.
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These institutions share a common heritage with the Church of the Brethren.
Diverse in location, size, and offerings within their academic and extra-curricular
programs, each offers a world of educational value and opportunity to its students.
To find out more about the exciting direction in which these institutions can lead,
visit the websites listed below.

Bridgewater College

University of La Verne

Bridgewater, Virginia
www.bridgewater.edu

La Verne, California
www.laverne.edu

Elizabethtown College

Manchester College

Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania
www.etown.edu

North Manchester, Indiana
www.manchester.edu

Juniata College

McPherson College

Huntingdon, Pennsylvania
www.juniata.edu

McPherson, Kansas
www.mcpherson.edu

Bethany Theological
Seminary
Richmond, Indiana
www.bethanyseminary.edu

BCA
Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania
www.bcaabroad.org

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN HIGHER EDUCATION

ESTAMOS ESPERANDO?
"As1 nos visitara desde el cielo el sol naciente, para dar luz a los que viven en tinieblas,
en la mas terrible oscuridad ... " Lucas 1 :78b-79a

Sus donaciones a la Ofrenda de Adviento de la Iglesia de los Herma nos sustentan los ministerios de luz y
shalom (paz), ministerios cercanos y lejanos que nos ayudan a brindar y recibir los dones espirituales que tanto
ansiamos durante esta temporada jal igual que todo el ano! Le rogamos que realice una ofrenda generosa para ayudar

a difundir la luz y la justicia de Jesus en todo el mundo.

Churcli

