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Annual Conference 2009 focuses on dialog 



The New Community Project-offering resources that challenge us, experiences 
that change us, and a community that gives us hope. Join us! 

lll"'1t www.newcommunityproject.org or ncp@newcommunityproject.org 
ap Op and check us out on Facebook! 
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Editor's note: In order to exercise 
the best possible stewardship of our 
resources as postage, printing, and 
other costs continue to climb, 
MESSENGER will shift to 10 issues per 
year beginning in 2010. Subscribers 
will receive a combined issue in 
January/February and July/August. 
This will enable us to keep subscrip
tions at current rates; all annual sub
scriptions will continue as sched
uled. If you have questions, please 
call 800-323-8039 or e-mail 
dstroyeck_gb@brethren.org. 
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Annual Conference 2009: Let's talk about it 
Brethren gathered in San Diego with some controversial items on the busi

ness agenda, but while speeches were passionate, the tone was generally 
civil. Decisions by delegates put the denomination on a course to inten

tionally talk about some of the differences that divide us. Coverage 

includes a look at business (p. 8), highlights of meal events and other spe

cial features (p. 12), a look at the youth's immigration-focused trip to the 
Mexican border (p. 14), and worship highlights (p. 15). 

Transformation, middle-school style 
The National Junior High Conference brought together about 600 middle 
schoolers and advisors on the campus of James Madison University in 

Virginia. Through a variety of speakers, musicians, and workshops, they 

explored what it means to be changed from the inside out. 

Calling: A lifetime of listening 
Ben Green says hearing and understanding our call from God is not nor

mally from somewhere "out there"; instead, it requires listening honestly 

"to that which is within." 

1 & 2 Peter: Letters of encouragement 
These two short epistles attributed to the apostle Peter carry words of 
exhortation for the early church. One says to have heart in the face of suf

fering; the other warns against false teaching. 
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An audience at the Brethren Press Breakfast at Annual Conference 

was inspired by the story of Marie Hamilton, as told by author Melanie Snyder. 

But they didn't realize the story was also about them-or all of us, actually. 

The bonus message showed up quietly in the form of a letter 

given to Melanie as she headed to San Diego to deliver her 

speech. The letter was written by Jerry Mason, a longtime pris

oner at Rockview State Correctional Institution in Bellefonte, Pa. 

He was eager to write about his friend Marie, a seemingly ordi

nary person who made an extraordinary impact over the course 

of 30 years of volunteering within the Pennsylvania prison sys

tem. Her story is the subject of Grace Goes to Prison, a book 

due out next month. Jerry wanted to thank the Church of the 

Brethren for helping shape her to be the person she is. There 

wasn't a way to distribute the letter at Annual Conference, but 

here is part of what Jerry had to say to the Brethren: 

Marie's ministry of a loving Savior was undeniable in her motives and her 

actions. It was obvious her motives and beliefs weren't simply a result of believ

ing in Jesus, but were a way of living that was instilled in her as a result of being 

raised in the Church of the Brethren. 

With each year of living in prison comes despair, hopelessness, helplessness, 

and loneliness. The distance of separation from family and friend grows with no 

end in sight. 

But through Marie's love of God, her fellow man, and community, she found a 

way to bridge the gap of separation. Her programs gave men hope; and through 

her activities and interaction between the incarcerated and community, men found 

a purpose. But most important of all, men saw Jesus living in Marie and that influ

enced them to walk a closer walk with God through prayer and serving others. 

When I first came to prison I met a man in prison for murder. He received 

word that another man was attempting to steal his wife. He sent a message to 

the man, "I may be in prison, but you'll be amazed how far my arm can reach." 

That leaves me with the conclusion of this letter. Church of the Brethren: We 

may be in prison and out of the sight of society, but it sure is amazing how far 

your arm of love has reached. 

Is Jerry right? Can everyone in the Church of the Brethren take some credit for the 

grace that has gone to prison through one of our own? While we ponder all the implica

tions of that question, let us celebrate how far God's love can reach when we are will

ing to extend our arms. 
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EYE ON AUCTIONS 

Sell it again! 
Young girl's gift raises 
$3,400 at auction 
On the auction stage at the 

Shenandoah District Disaster Relief 
Auction in Harrisonburg, Va., a slen
der and petite 9-year-old girl with a 

plain blue apron held a frying pan. In 

that frying pan was the national 
award-winning corn bread concoction 

prepared and baked from scratch. 
The auctioneer and the audience 

were inspired by this young girl's 

gift to the auction. After at least six 
calls to "sell it again," the final cost 

of the corn bread totaled $3,400, 

bought by Garland Beam of Mill 

Creek Church of the Brethren. 
The young girl, Brynn Kiser, is the 

Brynn Kiser received a national blue ribbon for 
her unique cornbread dessert recipe. 

daughter of Greg and Tammy Kiser of Dayton, Va., and a fourth-grader at Ottobine 

Elementary School. Brynn, who attends Briery Branch Church of the Brethren, 
entered her prize-winning recipe in competition with 800 other aspiring 4-H cooks 

in a national competition in Tennessee. She survived the rigorous scrutiny of the 

judges and was chosen one of the top 10 for the final competition. 
Each finalist had one hour to prepare the meal. She titled her winning recipe, "A 

Berry Corny Coffee Cake." The recipe featured a lemon-based butter, a filling of blue
berries and cream cheese, and streusel topping with icing. Brynn's cake, grilled on a 

10-inch skillet, contained corn meal, an ingredient required in the national contest. The 
contest was sponsored by Martha White Corn Meal and Lodge Cast Iron Skillets. 

Desiring to help others and share her accomplishment, she begged her mother to 

bake one just for the auction, held May 16. The auctioneers caucused together, realiz
ing this national prize deserved special treatment, and decided to auction it separately. 

When the corn bread finally found a home, the auction crowd applauded enthu
siastically with tears in their eyes as Brynn Kiser stood stunned, not realizing what 

a big statement she had made through her corn bread baking. It took a while for 
her to understand that she did as Jesus taught: "In as much as you have done it 

unto one of the least of these, my brethren, you have done it unto me"-$3,400 
worth !-Earl K. Ziegler 

NOTE: The biggest of the Brethren auctions, the Brethren Disaster Relief Auction in Lebanon, Pa ., takes 
p lace this month: Sept 25-26 at the Lebanon Area Fairgrounds. 

Do you have district or congregational stories that might be of interest to MESSENGER? Short items with a 
photo, if possible, are best. Send them to MESSENGER, c/o In Touch, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or 
messenger@brethren.org. 

...... YOU SAID IT 

~How often do we as 
Christians hesitate because 
we want God to put every
thing in place first, so we 
don't take that first step?" 
-Mary Mueller, co-consu ltant/coord inator for Brethren Disaster 
Ministries work in St. Bernard Parish, La., speaking about her 
call to that ministry 

BVTHENUMBERS 

80 
Number of churches and organizations 

that had registered to be part of this year's 

International Day of Prayer for Peace 

observances and vig ils (on Sept. 21) as of 

late July, according to On Earth Peace. 

Brethren was among the sponsors and 
organizers of the Frederick AIDS 
Awareness 5K Walk held on June 27. The 
walk began at the church, which has an 
HIV/AIDS ministry .... Tony Campolo will 
speak at the Brethren Housing Association's 
20th anniversary celebration banquet 
Sept. 15 in Harrisburg, Pa .... Camp 
Harmony (Hooversville, Pa.) holds its 
Brethren Heritage Festival on Sept. 19. 

Southeast Shenandoah District board 
members are planning to visit at least 
half of the district's 102 congregations in 
teams of two this year .... The Lake Side 
new church start in Virlina District broke 
ground at their new site near Moneta, 
Va., May 30 .... Frederick (Md.) pastor Paul 
Mundey spoke at this year's Awakening 
Services for the Roanoke, Va.-area con
gregations on the theme "Totally 
Transformed." The four services had an 
average attendance of almost 200. 

Midwest Illinois/Wisconsin District is 
exploring a new church start led by sev
eral families in southeastern Wisconsin. 
.. . The annual Camp Mack Festival 
(Milford, Ind.) takes place Oct. 3, featur
ing a live and silent auction .... A quartet 
from Peoria (Ill.) Church of the Brethren 
sang the national anthem before a Peoria 
Chiefs baseball game this summer .. .. 
Southern Ohio's ice cream social 
fund raiser for disaster ministries was 
held Aug. 15 at Happy Corner Church of 
the Brethren in Clayton. 

Ozarks/Plains David Shumate, moder
ator of the 2009 Annual Conference, will 
be the guest leader and preacher for the 
annual renewal weekend Feb. 27-March 
1, 2010, at Fairview Church of the 
Brethren in Northern Plains District.. .. 
Northern Plains held a district auction on 
Aug. 1 to raise funds for district min
istries ... . McPherson (Kan.) Church of the 
Brethren's "Seeds for Hope" project and 
other efforts have raised over $7,700 for 
New Community Project work in Sudan. 

West The Sunnyslope and Wenatchee 
(Wash.) congregations have begun a 
Foods Resource Bank growing project 
this year, with wheat and orchard pro
duce ... . Idaho's Camp Wilbur Stover held 
its intergenerational program for the dis
trict July 12-18 this year; the camp also 
hosted a denominational workcamp in 
June .... Arizona Brethren again hosted a 
summer Crawdad Camp July 20-25 in 
the West Clear Creek Wilderness. 
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Poverty, Associated Churches Food 
Banks, and Habitat for Humanity shared 
how their organizations work with vol
unteers to help in the community. 

Tim Witte discusses making good choices with Ethan, Hannah, Bradley, Courtney, 
and Jordan. The parable of the 10 bridesmaids was part of Agape Church of the 
Brethren's 2009 VBS focus on Matthew 25. 

A challenge was given to turn $1, $2, 
or $5 into more money through the use 
of our "talents." Offerings along with 
the "Talent Project" gave $578.10, which 
was divided between the Rescue 
Ministries and Red Cross. Over 300 
pounds of non-perishable food was col
lected for the Associated Churches Food 
Bank, and a truckload of clothing was 
brought in for the Rescue Mission and 
Charis House. 

The 85 people attending this year's VBS 
truly learned about serving in our commu
nity, along with having a fun time sharing 
together and singing the "kid songs," 
including the theme song, "This Little 
Light of Mine." Our goal was to reach out 
to the community and learn more about 
serving those around us who need help. 
We hope Agape's "light" shines a little 
brighter and continues to spread through 
the area in the coming year.-Becky Morris 

nights in June. Fort Wayne VBS focuses 
on reaching out to others 

Agape Church of the Brethren (Fort 
Wayne, Ind.) broke from a traditional 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) format to 
focus on the message of Matthew 25 on 
two consecutive Monday-Tuesday 

Children and adults enjoyed singing, 
crafts, games, and discussions while 
learning about making good choices, 
using our talents to serve, and helping 
others. Representatives from 
Neighborhood Health Clinic, the Red 
Cross, Rescue Ministries, Bridges out of 

REMEMBERED 

• Ellen Edmister Cunningham of Fresno, Calif., a former Church 
of the Brethren missionary in China and India, died April 23 at age 
102. She and her late husband, E. Lloyd Cunningham, responded 
to a call for missionaries to go to China in 1938. After unrest devel
oped in China they were in the Philippines for language study 
when Pearl Harbor was attacked in 1941. Along with more than 400 
other civilians they and their young son, Larry, were in a Japanese 
internment camp from 1941 to 1945. The story of the internment 
experience has been published in Brethren Life and Thought. 
Coming home after liberation in 1945, the Cunninghams returned 
to China in 1947 only to be forced out by the communists in 1949. 
While in Hong Kong, awaiting passage home, they received word 
that the mission field in India needed a doctor, so the family, now 
with two children, went on to India to work for the church's mis
sion there. 

• Sheri Layman Fecher, 53, passed away July 11 at her home in 
Elgin, Ill., after a long battle with cancer. She was employed by the 
Church of the Brethren General Board in 1996 and 1997 as Yearbook 
assistant. She is survived by her husband of 31 years, Donald 
Fecher, a former director of the Fellowship of Brethren Homes; 
daughter Cyndi Fecher, managing editor for the Gather 'Round cur
riculum; and son Leland Fecher. A teacher for 12 years, she was an 
active member of Highland Avenue Church of the Brethren in Elgin. 
A memorial service was held July 25 at the church. 

• James K. Garber, 83, a former member of the executive staff of 
the Church of the Brethren General Board, died June 9 at 
limbercrest Healthcare in North Manchester, Ind. From 1983 to 1986 
he served as executive for the General Board's Human Resources 
department. He also worked at Manchester College for a total of 30 
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years, beginning as director of Alumni Affairs in 1962, then as direc
tor of Public Relations and Development through 1984, and again as 
director of Development from 1987 to retirement in 1994. He also 
served on the board of directors of limbercrest. He was a 1950 grad
uate of Manchester College, and in 1962 earned a master of busi
ness administration from Indiana University in Bloomington. Garber 
was a conscientious objector and participated in Civilian Public 
Service during World War II. A memorial service was held at 
Manchester Church of the Brethren on June 13. 

• Tom Mullen, 74, passed away June 19. He had taught at 
Earlham School of Religion in Richmond, Ind., including courses 
for students at Bethany Theological Seminary following its move 
to Richmond. Known to Brethren as a popular humorist who has 
spoken at National Older Adult Conferences and Caring Ministries 
Assemblies, he was the author of a number of books including 
Laughing Out Loud and Other Religious Experiences. He is sur
vived by his wife, Nancy Faus Mullen, who is a former professor 
at Bethany. A funeral was held June 27 at West Richmond 
Friends meeting house, and a celebration of his life took place 
Aug. 2 at Richmond Church of the Brethren. 

• Jay M. Witman, 56, a Pennsylvania auctioneer who helped 
begin two Church of the Brethren disaster relief auctions, died at 
his home in Manheim, Pa., on June 7. He co-founded the Disaster 
Relief Auction in Atlantic Northeast District in 1977, and assisted in 
establ ishing a similar auction in Shenandoah District in 1994. He 
started his career as an auctioneer in 1971. His volunteer work also 
included service with the Mennonite Central Committee Disaster 
Relief Auction in Harrisburg, Pa., and at the Sarasota (Fla.) 
Christian School. He was a member of White Oak Church of the 
Brethren in Manheim, and was instrumental in organizing the 
Manheim Area Prayer Breakfast. A funeral was held June 14. 



Lancaster-area youth featured 
for following their passions 

Two Church of the Brethren youth were recently fea
tured in the Lancaster (Pa.) Intelligencer 
Journal/New Era newspapers. 

An article on Harrison (Harry) Rhodes, a member 
of Elizabethtown (Pa.) Church of the Brethren, 
described the environmentally conscious lifestyle 
he has adopted since hearing New Community 
Project director David Radcliff speak at a church 
conference. Rhodes has since traveled with Radcliff 
on two learning tours to Alaska and Honduras and 
made changes in his own lifestyle, including riding 
his bike to school and eating vegetarian. "It was 
really eye-opening," Rhodes said of the trips. "You 
try to live more consciously and understand why 
people are living in these situations." 

Rhodes served as an intern at an organic farm 
this summer. He is headed to Green Mountain 
College in Vermont this fall to major in environ
mental studies with a focus on agriculture. 

Zachary Felpel, meanwhile, was featured for his 
success in competitive bicycling. A member of 
Mechanic Grove Church of the Brethren in 
Quarryville, Pa., he rides with an area elite amateur 
team, Team Alliance Environmental of West Chester. 

"I just sort of love the freedom I get, just riding 
on the open road," Felpel told the newspaper. "I 
like exploring different roads, different places." 

He has ridden in numerous regional races, 
trained and raced in Belgium after being selected 
by USA Cycling, attended an assortment of 
camps, and was state champion for the age 17-18 
short-circuit "criterium" course. Felpel hopes to 
eventually be a pro cyclist and ride in Europe. 

This fall he will attend Lees-McRae College in 
North Carolina, where he will be on the cycling 
team and major in athletic training. 

LANDMARKS & LAURELS 

• Jan West Schrock, daughter of Heifer 
International founder Dan West, announced her 
retirement from Heifer effective June 26. She had 
been serving as a consultant to the organization. 

• Jeannine Leonard, an ordained minister in the 
Church of the Brethren from Minnesota who serves 
in chaplaincy, presided over a wedding that has 
become a YouTube sensation, according to The 
Lutheran magazine. A couple who was married at 
Christ Lutheran Church in St. Paul, Minn., have 
become celebrities thanks to a video of their dance 
down the aisle, which was posted on YouTube. The 
wedding of Jill Peterson and Kevin Heinz took place 
June 20; by July 24 there were more than 1.5 mil 
lion views of the dance. The Lutheran reported 
that the wedding party was scheduled to do an 
encore dance for the Today Show. 

Carnival fun: A recent Kids' Karnival at Ashland (Ohio) First Church of the 
Brethren included games, balloons, clowns, music, a petting zoo, and a free lunch 
on the church lawn. Above, a visitor takes advantage of the face painting offered. 
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Peacefully. Simply. 
Multiculfurally. 
When the 2008 Cross-Cultural Consultation and 

Celebration was held in Illinois/Wisconsin 
District we held our morning and afternoon sessions at the 
Church of the Brethren Offices in Elgin, 111., and visited three 

different Church of the Brethren 
congregations on consecutive 
evenings: Highland Avenue, 
Chicago First, and Naperville. 
During our 2009 consultation we 
visited the Eglise Des Freres 
Haitiens and Miami First Church of 
the Brethren, both in Miami, Fla. 

Over the past 11 years of Cross
Cultural Consultations we have visit
ed more than a dozen congregations, 
Bethany Theological Seminary, the 

New Windsor Conference Center, and Camp Bethel. We are 
planning to be at Camp Harmony April 22-25, 2010. 

In that time, we have noticed that each one of those 
places, and God's people there, have very unique and partic
ular characteristics that make each one preciously a part of 

"Together" in our diversity of ethics, cultures, and ages. 
So maybe "Together" means multiculturalism all the time? 

Does "Together" mean inclusion, love, understanding, equal
ity, respect, harmony, unity? Psalm 133 says to each one of 
us, "How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together 
in unity! ... For there the LORD bestows his blessing, even 
life forevermore." 

For 11 years many have been seeking "Together" as some
thing deeper than just simply being together. "Together" is 
the reason why we are blessed by the Lord, and each one of 
us is an important element, a link in the chain, in keeping 
unity during this time of diversity. The Cross-Cultural 
Consultation has been and is the place where we celebrate 
the blessing of being "One body, one spirit, and one hope" 
in Jesus Christ. (Eph. 4:4) 

Cross-Cultural Ministries works at helping each member, 
congregation, and district to develop a sense of belonging to 
each other as a member of the body of Christ and his church, 
and to work at adding members instead of resisting it. The 
reason why we keeping losing members is because we are 
not committed to continue the multicultural work of Jesus, 

"TOGETHER" IS THE REASON WHY WE ARE BLESSED BY THE LORD, AND EACH ONE OF 

US IS AN IMPORTANT ELEMENT, A LINK IN THE CHAIN .... THE CROSS-CULTURAL 

CONSULTATION HAS BEEN AND IS THE PLACE WHERE WE CELEBRATE THE BLESSING OF 

BEING "ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, AND ONE HOPE" IN JESUS CHRIST. (EPH. 4:4) 

one body. They have prepared meals in accordance with the 
cultural tradition of the hosting church, each one providing a 
delicious spread for the special group of people who partici
pate in this annual experience. They have also hosted wor
ship services, opened their homes to accommodate partici
pants, taken time for fellowship, and provided a welcoming 
atmosphere for the event. Churches members are enthusias
tic as they receive the brothers and sisters from other places 
and cultures in multicultural hospitality. 

At the 2008 celebration, during the closing prayer for the 
last evening's service, pastor Dennis Webb said these words: 
"Continuing the work of Jesus. Peacefully. Simply. 
Multiculturally." I approached him and said, "Do you know 
what you have done?" He said, "What have I done, my 
brother?" "You have changed the meaning of one of the 
most known and accepted expressions in the Church of the 
Brethren," I said. Immediately I added, "Can I use it?" "Yes, 
you can," he said. I understand that many people and con
gregations have been part of the creation of this identity line, 
but the time is right to listen and obey God's calling us to be 
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clearly expressed in Matthew 28:19-20: "Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." In the work 
that Jesus has commanded us there is no exclusion. 

"Continuing the work of Jesus. Peacefully. Simply. 
Multiculturally" will call us to live into a continuous cross
cultural event in each one of our churches. Each one of us 
will be challenged to reflect with our conduct the image of 
Jesus and to live that out together. 

In October 2000 the Cross-Cultural Ministry Steering 
Committee wrote this mission statement: "We are called to 
enrich and strengthen the Church of the Brethren by our 
unity as people of color, modeling for the larger church the 
blessings of being one as God's people." Many have been 
living by this statement for many years; the time has arrived 
for you to come along. 

"Together" we can learn to live a life in unity as we pre
pare for a life in eternity.n! 

Ruben Deoleo is director of lntercultural Ministry in the Congregational Life Ministries 

office of the Church of the Brethren, Elgin, Ill. 



QUOTEWORTHY 

''There is really 
no situation that 
is intractable-
none. '' 

-Nobel peace laureate and retired Anglican Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, in a speech at the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, Switzerland. Tutu 

was addressing the possibilities for peace between Israel and the 
Palestinian regions, comparing it to the seemingly impossible end to 

apartheid in South Africa. IWCC News) 

"As much as religion can be used to fan the 
flames of conflict, it can also extinguish the 
flames of conflict." 

-Rabbi Daniel Rossing, executive director of the Jerusalem Center for 
Jewish Christian Relations (WCC News Service) 

"However much we try to teach our 
children, they are more influenced by how 
we ourselves are living . ... Christian 
education is not primarily something we do. 
It is something we are." 

-Albert Bailey of Simcoe, Ontario, writing in a letter 
to the Presbyterian Record magazine 

"This is a critical time for this church to 
speak out against torture." 

-Church of the Brethren general secretary Stan Noffsinger, speaking 
in June to the Mission & Ministry Board. The board approved a 

four~person committee to draft a statement on torture; 
Noffsinger will serve as ex officio. 

"Sexuality has to do with relationships, and 
God has made us relational beings." 

- the Rev. Rebecca S. Larson. executive director, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America IELCA) Church in Society. She was discussing 

the ELCA's proposed "social statement" on human sexuality, which was 
considered by Assembly delegates this summer. 

"II n'y a que /es montagnes qui ne se 
rencontrent jamais. (There are none so 
distant that fate cannot bring together.)" 

-a French expression cited in a Church World Service report 
about a joint hurricane recovery effort in New Orleans 

"We should be ready for the commotion that 
will be part of our gathering. Commotion 
can be exciting and invigorating if it is 
grounded in mutual respect and love." 
-Linda Jaramillo, executive minister for Justice and Witness Ministries in 

the United Church of Christ, reflecting on the UCC's biennial General 
Synod (similar to the Church of the Brethren's Annual Conference) 

CULTUREVIEW 

• Christian Peacemaker 
Teams said this spring that it 

might need to suspend or 
reduce some peacemaking pro

grams because of a lack of 
funds. Donations from congre

gations and individuals dropped 
nearly 10 percent last year. 

. • The Mennonite youth 
magazine With has announced 

that it will end this year after 41 

years of publication. Another 
Mennonite publication, OurFaith 
Digest, ended publication on 

June 30. 
• The religious makeup of 

the current 111th US 
Congress roughly matches the 
overall American religious land
scape, with overrepresentation 

among Jews and Mormons, 
according to new analysis by 

the nonpartisan Pew Forum on 

Religion & Public Life. Just over 

half (55 percent) of House and 

Senate members who took 

office on Jan. 6 are Protestants, 

compared to 51 percent of the 
US population. The second

largest group, Catholics, make 
up 30 percent of lawmakers, 
compared to 24 percent of all 
Americans. (RNS) 

• An open letter signed by 
more than 100 pastors and oth

ers in Mennonite Church USA 
calls on the church to "fully wel
come lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender people," according 

to a report in Mennonite Weekly 
Review. 

• A new book released by 
National Geographic, titled 
Sacred Places of a Lifetime, 
chronicles 500 of "the world's 

most peaceful and powerful 

destinations." One section 

is titled "Cradles of Faith." 

JUST FOR FUN: TOP 10 
CALIFORNIA DREAMIN' This top 10 list was shared by MESSENGER 
editor Walt Wiltschek at the 2009 Annual Conference MESSENGER Dinner 
in San Diego, Calif. 

The top 10 ways the church would be different if the denomi
national offices were in southern California: 

10. Human Resources office frets as absentee rates soar. 

9. Through a unique partnership with nearby Legoland, the General 

Offices are built entirely out of colorful interlocking bricks (and no 
doubt used as a backdrop in numerous Hollywood films). 

8. Church of the Brethren tagline reads, "We're, like, so totally contin
uing the work of Jesus, dude." 

7. Church grabs headlines when the San Diego Padres, who use a 

loveable friar as their mascot, use a loveable plainclothes Brethren 
minister instead. 

6. Brethren in Pennsylvania and Virginia grouse about "those_ 
Western Brethren" running everything. 

5. Building and Grounds staff responsibilities include grooming the 

sand on Brethren Beach. 

4. Shamu is added to the Brethren logo, gracefully leaping through 

the baptismal waves at the bottom. 

3. Disney features that annoying yet endearing ride, "It's a Brethren 
world, after all." 

2. Mexico files an official complaint about all the illegal Brethren 
streaming across the border for fried ice cream. 

1. Arnold Schwarzenegger becomes known as "the Brethrenator," 

with his popular catchphrase, "I'll be Mack!" 
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Top, Helen Wenger of Anderson 
(Ind.} Church of the Brethren chats 
on the Conference floor during a 
break; at left, a Conference 
participant ponder• a business item. 

Votes launch process of conversation about human sexuality 

Delegates at the 2009 Church of the Brethren Annual 
Conference in San Diego approved a revised process 
for handling controversial issues, then quickly put 
that new process into action with two items on 
human sexuality. 

"A Structural Framework for Dealing with 
Strongly Controversial Issues" was passed by 
Annual Conference in 1988 but never utilized. This 
year Standing Committee (composed of delegates 
from the 23 districts) brought a motion to adopt a 

simplified and updated version under the same title. 
The revision passed overwhelmingly with one 
amendment: to shorten from 1 1/2 minutes to one 
minute the time speakers would have during floor 
discussion of topics using this process. 

The 1988 paper had called for a committee that 
would provide resources on a given issue and facilitate 
denomination-wide conversation, but it did not specify 
doing anything with the information gathered. The 
revision outlines a fuller process of conversation for 
"special response" items that may take two to three 
years. It gives Standing Committee the responsibility 
of holding hearings across the denomination, and then 
bringing the issue back to Annual Conference. 

David Shumate, the 2009 Conference moderator, 
said having a good process for controversial issues 
would provide a "surge protector" for the church. He 
noted that the church needs special time to work 
with issues that "try us as a body." 

Delegates soon turned their attention to just such 
an issue, spending most of two sessions discussing 
the new business items "A Statement of Confession 
and Commitment" and "Query: Language on Same
Sex Covenantal Relationships." Standing Committee 
representatives Larry Dentler and Janice Kulp Long 
presented the items jointly. 
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• The "Statement of Confession and 
Commitment" came from last year's Standing 
Committee, addressing the issue of homosexuality as 
one that "continues to bring tension and division within 
our Body." It confesses, "We are not of one mind on this 
matter," and declares that the church's 1983 paper, 
"Human Sexuality from a Christian Perspective," 
"remains our official position." The statement acknowl
edges tension between different parts of the 1983 paper, 
confesses "meanness and fighting" over the issue, and 

calls the church to stop un-Christian behavior. 
"We are a diverse group, just as the delegates of our 

congregations are diverse," Dentler said. "It's no secret 
that the issue of homosexuality can divide us deeply." 
He said he felt "amazed that we could be unanimous" 
last year, when Standing Committee adopted its state
ment, "because there were persons of all theological 
perspectives." After further discussion this year, he 
realized that "some of us were seeing things in differ
ent ways." Some on Standing Committee see the 
statement as saying the 1983 paper is one "we need to 
stick to," he explained, while others see it as simply 
"what we have," and that the 1983 paper really opens 
up more opportunity for discussion. 

• "Query: Language on Same-Sex c ·ovenantal 
Relationships" came from Beacon Heights Church of 
the Brethren in Fort Wayne, Ind., via Northern Indiana 
District. It refers to a sentence in the 1983 paper that 
same-sex convenantal relationships are "not accept
able" and asks "whether it is the will of the church 
that this language on same-sex covenantal relation
ships will continue to guide our journey together." 

"Others' perspectives help me understand myself 
and our (church) body better," said Long, who is also 
on the pastoral team at Beacon Heights. "Our 
denomination can only find its way through present 
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brokenness as we seek God's light together." She clari
fied that Beacon Heights intends with the query simply 
to ask, "What words regarding covenantal relationships 
could God lead us to today?" 

Debate on the two items was lengthy, with many people 
wanting to speak. A group of young adults began by read
ing a statement of "confession, commitment, and action" 
signed by about 180 youth and young adults calling for 
support and inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans
gender people. "The future of the church cannot exist in 
this silenced hurt," it said, in part. "We call for true confes
sion and commitment." They asked that Standing 
Committee's statement be rejected and rewritten. 

Other expressions at the microphones ranged from 
affirmation for an intentional denomination-wide con
versation, to commitment to biblical authority and the 
Bible's teachings on homosexuality, to weariness with 
the amount of time and energy already spent on the 
issue. Some expressed a desire to immediately reopen 
the 1983 statement. Several speakers said that it will be 
impossible for the whole church to come to agreement. 

"There comes a time when you have to agree to lay 
things to rest," said Jim Myer, a minister at White Oak 
Church of the Brethren in Manheim, Pa., and a member of 
the committee that brought the 1983 paper. He spoke from 

Aonual Confer•nt:e moderat-or David 
ftun,ate, ltilft, and moderatol"•l•ct 
Shawn Flory-Replogle lead delegate• 
fhtouglt business. 

the floor in support of the recommendation for denomina
tional conversation, but "with some reluctance" he said, 
because the church already has worked on these issues 
for some 30 years. His support came out of observing the 
Standing Committee process in creating its statement, he 
said, "that it was possible in this day and time to come up 
with something that received unanimous approval." 

Delegates ultimately voted to approve the statement 
as a special response item and combined the intent of 
the Beacon Heights query with it, putting them into the 
newly revised process for strongly controversial issues. 
In doing so, the Conference turned down a recommen
dation from Standing Committee to postpone the query 
until a later time. 

As specified by the process, Standing Committee then 
named a Special Response Resource Committee to 
develop resources that can aid the church in the conver
sation process. Named to the committee are Karen 
Long Garrett, a recent Bethany Seminary graduate and 
managing editor for Brethren Life and Thought; Myer, 
who is also a leader in the Brethren Revival Fellowship; 
Marie Rhoades, a staff member of On Earth Peace; John 
E. Wenger, a Church of the Brethren member and psy
chologist from Anderson, Ind.; and Carol Wise, execu
tive director of the Brethren Mennonite Council for 



Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Interests. 
Their work is to be shared by April 1. 

The other main new business item was "Query: 
Secret Oath-Bound Societies." The Conference 
respectfully returned the query, which came from 
Southern Pennsylvania District, and reaffirmed the 
statement on membership in secret societies passed 
by the 1954 Annual Conference-with an amendment 
asking for a three-member group that would develop 
resources to educate and inform the church on this 
topic. The Conference officers named a resource 
team of former general secretary Judy Mills Reimer; 
Bethany Theological Seminary professor of New 
Testament studies Dan Ulrich; and Harold Martin, a 
leader in the Brethren Revival Fellowship. 

Revised corporate bylaws for Church of the 
Brethren Inc. were submitted for information, with 
the expectation that they will be brought for action at 
next year's Annual Conference in Pittsburgh. The 
revision comes following last year's major agency 
reorganization, as the former Association of Brethren 
Caregivers and Annual Conference Council were 
combined with the then-General Board under one 
corporate umbrella. The bylaws passed in 2008, 
which are now in force, are quite lengthy. The corpo
rate attorney advised that a way be found to simplify 
them, general secretary Stan Noffsinger reported. 
Noffsinger invited additional comments and sugges
tions on the bylaws proposal to be sent to the 
Church of the Brethren Leadership Team. 

A report on child protection activity was given 
by Kim Ebersole, director of Family Life and Older 
Adult Ministries. The report, called for by a 2007 query, 
shared results of a denomination-wide survey and 
affirmed the continuing relevance of the 1986 report of 
the Conditions of Childhood Task Force. It added three 
new recommendations for the denomination: that 
every Church of the Brethren congregation, district, 
agency, ministry area, program, and camp adopt and 
implement a child protection/child abuse prevention 
policy appropriate for its ministry setting; that the 
Church of the Brethren maintain resources to assist 
these groups in developing child protection/child 
abuse prevention policies; and that the church contin
ue to help strengthen families and ensure that parents 

and caregivers have the knowledge, skill, support, and 
resources to care for their children . 

Delegates approved a zero cost-of-living increase 

for the annual adjustment in the recommended 
ministerial cash salary table, at the recommenda
tion of the Pastoral Compensation and Benefits 

Advisory Committee. The committee explained that 
usually the increase is based on the percent increase 
in the Consumer Price Index; however, with the cur
rent economic situation the Index fell this year, and 
the group did not want to recommend a decrease in 
the salaries of pastors. 

Other reports received by the Conference included 
agency reports from the Church of the 
Brethren, Bethany Theological Seminary, Brethren 
Benefit Trust, and On Earth Peace; Living Peace 
Church sharing from the microphones; a final report 
from the long-running 300th Anniversary Committee; 
and a report from Program and Arrangements 
Committee, which announced the 2014 Annual 
Conference will be held in Columbus, Ohio. 

The closing Conference business session included 
appreciation for retiring Annual Conference execu
tive director Lerry Fogle, and the consecration of 
McPherson (Kan.) Church of the Brethren pastor 
Shawn Flory Replogle as moderator and Robert E. 
Alley as moderator-elect for 2010. li! 
Members of the Church of the Brethren Annual Conference news team 
and communications staff contributed to th is report. 

Kevin Schatz, 

Irene Beltran, 

Carrie Fry-Miller, 

and Marie 

Rhoades share 

a statement on 

sexuality from 

a group of 

young adults. 
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• Emergence, e~umen1~m, 
Annual Conference meal events cover wide swath of topics 

Phyllis Tickle, founding religion editor of Publishers' Weekly 
and a leading author and speaker on the emergent church, 
spoke to more than 150 people as she headlined this year's 
Messenger Dinner at Annual Conference. 

Tickle summarized the content of her newest book, The 
Great Emergence, nothing that the church is going through 
a major upheaval-a metaphorical "cleaning of the attic"
something it tends to encounter about every 500 years. 

"It's a grand rummage sale, and we're going through 
it," she said, describing how faith groups decide what's 
worth keeping and what must be re-imagined. The domi
nant form of Christianity that has existed for several cen
turies is losing "pride of place," she said, while "a new 
form of Christianity is going to be birthed." 

She traced through the cycles of church history and 
world history from the time of Christ to the present, 
pointing out the significant changes and shifts that have 
occurred along the way, including the Great Schism and 
the Great Reformation. She explained to the crowd that 
it usually takes around 150 years for the "dust to settle" 
and for society to decide exactly where authority is now 
derived. She also pointed out that after each 500-year 

buildup and change in power, Christianity typically 
spreads further around the globe. 

The current era, which she has dubbed the "Great 
Emergence," is characterized by information overload, a 
desire to be more missional and incarnational, non-hierar
chical structures, the return of ancient Christian symbols and 
disciplines, and "radical obedience" to the call of Jesus. 

Highlights from some of the many other meal 
events at Annual Conference: 

1111 Michael Kinnamon, general secretary of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ (NCC), was the featured 
speaker at the annual Ecumenical Luncheon hosted 
by the Church of the Brethren's Committee on 
lnterchurch Relations (CIR) . Church of the Brethren gener

al secretary Stan Noffsinger and Kinnamon celebrated the 
active relationship between the two bodies. Noffsinger has 
served the NCC in several capacities, including his new 
appointment as NCC vice president. Kinnamon thanked the 
denomination for its active role in ecumenism, and praised 
Jordan Blevins, a member of the Church of the Brethren, for 
his role in the Eco-Justice Program of the NCC. 



■ Congregational Life M inistries held its dinner Sunday 
evening, June 28. lntercultural Ministries director Ruben 
Deoleo introduced keynote speaker Eric Law, whose topic 
was, "Media, Faith, and Congregational Life: Connecting 
Cyber Space and Sacred Space." Law, founder and executive 
director of Kaleidoscope Institute for Competent Leadership 
in a Diverse and Changing World, reminded those attending 
that we in the church always have used media and technolo
gy. Stained glass windows, organ music, and bulletins are 
media and they use technology. Today's media is texting, 
YouTube, and twitter. Law's institute is developing three-to
five minute videos that can be used to draw individuals to 
reflect on faith issues (see www.ladiocese.org/ki). 

111 H. Eric Schockman, president and CEO of MAZON: A 
Jewish Response to Hunger addressed the Global 
Ministries Dinner with a story from the rabbis. In his talk 
titled, "Repairing the World: Creating Communities of 
Justice and Compassion," Schockman said, "Scripture 
must be put into social action. Scripture must live in our 
lives, especially in the issue of hunger." Symbolic elements 
of the Passover Seder were distributed at the meal: 

Ill Pamela Brubaker, professor of Religion and Ethics at 
California Lutheran University, was the featured speaker at 
the Womaen's Caucus Luncheon. She shared stories of 
her recent journeys to Columbia and the Philippines to learn 
about the circumstances that oppress communities of 
women and minority populations. 

The luncheon dovetailed Brubaker's stories of global peace 
and justice concerns with the lifetime peacemaking efforts 
and passion of the late Phil and Louise Baldwin Rieman, co
pastors of Northview Church of the Brethren in Indianapolis, 
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Left, A group sings at 

the Brethren Revival 

Fellowship Luncheon; 

right, children enjoy 

the Pacific Ocean on 

a field trip. 

who were killed in a car accident last winter. Two of their chil 
dren, Ken and Tina, accepted the annual Friend of the Caucus 
Award on their parents' behalf. They also accepted stained 
glass pieces specially created for them and their sister, Cherie, 
based on the design of a banner from the Riemans' home. 

■ Brethren Revival Fellowship (BRF) reviewed and celebrated 
the first 10 years of its Brethren Mission Fund, and received 
financial reports for the fund, presented by Carl Brubaker, at 
the annual BRF Luncheon. The Brethren Mission Fund was 
established Sept. 12, 1998, at BRF's Annual Meeting held at 
Heidelberg Church of the Brethren. 

■ Those attending the annual On Earth Peace breakfast 
were invited to a unique opportunity to provide feedback 
about peacemaking within the Church of the Brethren, part 
of a new strategic plan On Earth Peace is shaping as it 
marks its 35th anniversary. 

■ "The first time Marie Hamilton walked into a cell block she 
felt ashamed, seeing men with haunted eyes staring out at her 
from steel cages from both sides of a corridor," Melanie Snyder 
said at the Brethren Press breakfast. "Her first thought was, 
'We do this in America?'" Snyder, a member of Elizabethtown 
(Pa.) Church of the Brethren, is the author of Grace Goes to 
Prison, to be published by Brethren Press this fall. Snyder 
shared stories of Hamilton's 30 years of volunteering within the 
Pennsylvania prison system. Grace Goes to Prison can be 
ordered in advance through Brethren Press (800-441-3712). ll! 

Justin Faiola, a young adult member of Palmyra (Pa.) Church of the Brethren and stu
dent at Harrisburg Area Community College, covered this year's Messenger Dinner. 
Karen Garrett, Gimbiya Kettering, Frank Ramirez, Melissa Troyer, and Walt W iltschek 
also contributed to this report . 



Youth at Annual Conference explore immigration issues 
While the adults were sitting through business 
meetings on Sunday afternoon of Annual Conference, 
the denomination's middle and high school youth went on 
a fun-filled and educational trip to the Mexican border. 

This trip taught the youth not only what is going on at 
the border today, but what the plans for the future are and 
what the Bible teaches us about our brothers and sisters 
across the border. The youth met in the shadow of a giant 
Mexican flag that was waving in Tijuana, just on the other 
side of two daunting barriers that separated the "land of 
the free" from its neighbors. 

The original border was decided 
in 1848 by the Guadalupe Hidalgo 
Treaty; it was set one Spanish 
league south of the San Diego 
Bay. The first fence along this bor
der was constructed in the 1990s 
from US Navy landing mats that 
had been used in the Gulf War. 
These mats were individually 
numbered, and you can still see 
the numbers that run, in numerical 
order, all the way to the coast. 

The second fence was recently constructed about 100 
yards north of the original fence, mostly constructed of 
15-foot-high cement posts spaced no more than 4 inches 
apart and topped with razor wire, sensors, and security 
lights. The idea was to create a corridor in which the US 
Border Patrol could apprehend any illegal aliens while 
they are still between the two fences. Even this new fence 
is not impenetrable, but it is effective. It takes the average 
person a minute more to get past this fence than the earli
er one, which gives Border Patrol time to track and detain 
any illegal immigrants. 

John Fanestil, executive director of the Foundation for 
Change and a former Methodist pastor, met with the 
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group at Border Field State Park and explained some of 
the difficult problems with US immigration policy. There 
are two main motives for a person to illegally cross the 
border into the states, he said: family and money. 

Fanestil told the youth about Martin, an illegal immi
grant whose full-time job as an electrical worker in Tijuana 
earned him $150 a week, whereas the same job in San 
Diego would get him that in one day. Martin had a wife 
and child ren who were American citizens and he himself 
wasn't, so when he was deported to Mexico he was also 

separated from his family. 
Foundation for Change sup

ports leaders and organizations 
working for social justice in the 
San Diego-Tijuana region, seek

ing more visas for those who 
are trying to get with their fam
ilies and live a happy life rais
ing their children in the relative 
prosperity of the US. 

alien in our land as "a citizen among us" and to "love that 
alien as you love yourself," which is, according to Jesus, 
one of the most important commandments: to love your 
neighbor as yourself. Likewise, the famous story in 
Matthew 25:31-46 reminds us that not only is helping 
strangers when they are hungry or thirsty or homeless or 
shivering or sick or in prison doing so to Christ, but also 
keeping those strangers away from us is doing so to Christ. 

These scriptures call us to treat our brothers and sisters 
from the other side of the two fences as we would treat 
our own kin, he said. They are no different from you or 
me simply because they live on the other side of a fence, 
or on the other side of the ocean. 

Christ died for these brethren, just as he died for us. We 
are not called to fear our neighbor, but to love our neigh
bor, and to "Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ 
has welcomed you, for the glory of God" (Rom. 15:7). ll! 

Ryan Roebuck is a member of M iddlebury (Ind .) Church of t he Brethren and wi ll 

be a senior in high school this year. Current ly on the Church of the Brethren 

Nat ional Youth Cabi net, he served as an intern w ith M ESSENGER at t his year's 

Annual Conference. 



Some highlights from the sermons and other parts of the five worship services 
held during the 2009 Annual Conference in San Diego: 

"The scripture teaches us that our rela
tionships with one another are com
mentary on our relationship with God. 
... They are inextricably bound up 
together." - 2009 Annual Conference moderator David 

Shumate, Virlina District executive, Friday evening speaker 

"The risk of holy ground is simply this: 
When we stand on holy ground ... God 
will give us holy work to do. The risk 
of holy ground is that everything will 
change." -Dick Shreckhise, Lancaster (Pa .) Church of the 

Brethren associate pastor, Saturday evening speaker 

"Too often we put structure first. Put 
Jesus first, and structure the church to 
make it happen.,, - Dick Shreckhise 

"The real issue is how do I keep track 
of (my assumptions), so that when I 
encounter you I'm not seeing you for 
who I want you to be, but I'm encoun
tering you for who you really are." 
-Eric Law, ordained Episcopal priest and executive director of 

the Kaleidoscope Institute for Competent Leadership, Sunday 

morning speaker 

"I believe that God is deeply commit
ted to the transformation of all cre
ation." - Nancy Heishman, Church of the Brethren mis

sion co-coordinator in the Dominican Republic, Monday 

evening speaker 

"My dear Brethren, let us seek com
mon ground. Let us not put aside our 
differences, though; let's engage 
them." -Jaime Diaz, pastor of Castaner Church of the 

Brethren in Puerto Rico, Tuesday morning speaker 

"'Do not be afraid' is in the Bible 
365 times, one for every day of the 
year! When we hear it repeatedly, 
maybe God is trying to tell us some
thing." - Jaime Diaz 

"I have truly been blessed by the Holy 
Spirit through an amazing relationship 
with Jesus the Christ. When someone 
asks me, I usually answer, 'I'm 
blessed.' " 
-Vicki Minyard, member of Pomona (Calif.) Fellowship Church 

of the Brethren, sharing her t estimony of a journey through 

homelessness and addictions to a new calling 

"I'm wondering whether God's love for 
us is deeper than our pockets. I would 
hope yes!" 
-Joe Vecchio, administrative assistant for Pacific Southwest 

District and the Monday evening worship leader, giving the 

offering invitation 

Clockwise from top left: 
Jaime Diaz, Nancy 
Heishman, Eric Law, 
Marcus Harden, Dick 

Shreckhise, and 
moderator David Shumate 

share during the week's 

worship services. 
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Saturday afternoon 

offered a variety of 

recreational activities, 

including water games 

on the James Madison 

University campus. 

TRANSFORMAT O N1 
by Walt Wiltschek MI DD LE-Sc Hoo L 
NATIONAL JUNIOR HIGH CONFERENCE DRAWS 600 TO VIRGINIA 

M usic leader Ken Medema promised it at the 
beginning of the weekend: "This place is going to 
rock! " He was right. 

For about 40 hours, the Church of the Brethren National 
Junior High Conference took James Madison University by 
storm. About 600 junior high youth and advisors met on the 
Harrisonburg, Va., campus June 19-21 for sizzling worship, 
workshops, recreation, and more. 

It was the second national-scale conference held by the 
denomination's Youth/Young Adult Ministry office for the 
junior high/middle school age group. A regional conference 
took place in 2005, and the first official national conference 
was held at Elizabethtown (Pa.) College in 2007. 

Medema, who is blind, was a return performer from the 
2007 event. He said several times that the Brethren youth 

Glenn Riegel 
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Actors Jeff Raught, left, 
and Ted Swartz share 
"God stories" during 
some of the weekend's 
worship times. 

were the best middle school audience he had encountered 
anywhere. In addition to leading music for the four worship 
services during the weekend-including his signature song, 
"Bound Together"-Medema also gave a high-energy con
cert Saturday evening. 

Another familiar face at the conference was actor Ted Swartz, 
who now performs as part of the troupe Ted & Co. Swartz and 
Jeff Raught of Lancaster, Pa., led worship both Friday and 
Saturday evenings, through the story of a homeless man 
named Zeus and the angel Gabriel, who encouraged the lonely 
and bitter Zeus to find his gift of telling "God stories" again. 

In an introduction to the drama, Swartz said it would show 
the story of God's interactions with "God's greatest and 
most frustrating creation of all time-us!" Swartz and 
Raught played out some of those interactions through t he 
stories of Abraham, Jeremiah, Joshua, Jesus' disciples, and 
others as Zeus gradually rediscovered his g ift . 

His journey echoed the theme of the weekend: 
"Transformed: Inside Out." Waynesboro (Pa .) Church of t he 
Brethren associate pastor Amy Messler summed up that 
work of transformation in the closing worship Sunday morn
ing-sharing from her own journey, Paul's words in 



STYLE 
Romans, and the way God works in our lives. 

"When God gets a hold of the little things in your life, you 
start to see things differently," Messler said. "You have so 
much to give, and only you can give it." 

The youth also heard earlier from 17-year-old anti-slavery activist 
Zach Hunter, founder of "Loose Change to Loosen Chains" and 
author of Generation Change. Hunter shared how he became inter
ested in the issue at age 12 and decided to move beyond being 
angry about it to actually doing something about it. 

"The step between interest and passion is always action," 
Hunter told the youth, "Take that step ... . You guys can make 
a change right where you're at. You are the someone, and 
today is the day." 

After the end of that service, the junior highers were invited 
to take part in a "reverse offering." Each one was given $10 
that they could either turn back in on the way out of the audi
torium or take with them and "multiply it in service to God or 
others," eventually sending back the proceeds. 

Participants also had two slots in which to choose from 
about two dozen workshops that were offered, including one 
on ideas of what to do with the $10 offering. Others 
addressed topics including environmental issues, bullying, 
consumerism, peace, music, drama, and social networking; 
several were designed especially for advisors. 

In between those events, the campus was filled with fris 
bees, kickballs, skateboards, footballs, water games, camp 
games, art projects, and even a circle of "Duck, Duck, Goose," 

during both organized and spontaneous recreation times. 
As the conference concluded on Sunday, participants were 

invited to take a T-shirt they had brought with them and turn it 

Glenn Riegel 

At left, Youth Peace Travel Team members Marianne Houff and Jessica 
Flory Steury share a peace-themed skit during worship; at right, 
Middlebury (Ind.) youth pastor Rich Troyer chats with Kullen Lawrence. 

Youth work on their guitar skills during free time at 
the junior high conference. 

inside out, then put it on over their clothing- tag sticking out 
and all-as a symbol of the transformation they had experi
enced and were called to. 

Medema summed up the "holy ground" feeling of the 
weekend in a song during that closing service, expressing 
the hope that life back home "will be just a little like what 
we've seen here." li! 

Walt Wi ltschek is editor of MESSENGER . 
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by Ben Green 
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A LIFETIME OE LISIE~l~G~ 
DISCERNMENT OFTEN REQUIRES PAYING 
ATTENTION TO WHAT'S WITHIN US 

"Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was split
ting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the 
Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind 
an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; 
and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in 
the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence" 
(1 Kings 19:11b-12). 

A followers of Jesus we want to devote our lives 
to continuing his work in the world. We want to 

know that our particular constellation of talents, traits, and 
resources are engaged in the most productive manner. In 
short, we want to find our calling. "Each one of us," says 
writer Thomas Merton, "is called to a special place in the 
Kingdom. If we find that place we will be happy. If we do 
not find it we can never be completely happy." 

How do we sense our call? How can we have confi
dence we will find (or have found) the best place to 
devote our energy? 

We can be forgiven for imagining that our call always 
comes from "out there" somewhere. After all, when we 
were children we were often called from "out there." Mom 
called us away from play to dinner and to bed. Teachers 
called us to give our attention to the lesson of the day. As 
adults we continue to hear calls from "out there"-some
times crudely, like the automated telephone calls at dinner 
time; sometimes more subtly, as the dawning on our con-
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sciousness of compelling unmet needs in the world. 
Likewise, we can be forgiven for imagining God must 

call us from "out there" in dramatic fashion at rare, piv
otal points in our life journey. After all, the most colorful 
and memorable Bible stories seem to follow this pattern: 
Jonah in the belly of the fish, Paul on the Damascus road, 
Isaiah in the temple on the Lord's day, and Moses at the 
burning bush-to name a few. Although no one I know 
has experienced such a thing, the bright light from above 
accompanied with a loud voice from heaven is, for some, 
the quintessential model for God's call. 

The testimonies of many, from Bible times to the present, 
suggest that one would do better to look inward rather than 
outward to discern his or her call. Sociologist, writer, and 
teacher Parker J. Palmer puts it this way: "Today I under
stand vocation quite differently-not as a goal to be 
achieved but as a gift to be received. Discovering vocation 
does not mean scrambling toward some prize just beyond 
my reach but accepting the treasure of true self I already 
possess. Vocation does not come from a voice "out there" 
calling me to become something I'm not. It comes from a 
voice 'in here' calling me to be the person I was born to be, 
to fulfill the original selfhood given me at birth by God." 

We are invited to turn away from the noise described in 
the passage from 1 Kings-the wind, earthquake, and 
fire, as it were-and to go to a quiet temple deep within 
ourselves where we may listen for the paradoxical 

"sound of sheer silence." In that quiet place we 
~ may find freedom from external expectations ,r 
I calling us to be what we're not. We may meet 

ourselves and our God in a fresh way. Musing 
on the interplay of self and God, Thomas 
Merton observed, " ... He loves us more than 
we love ourselves, as if we were Himself. He 
loves us, moreover, with our own wrll, with our 
own decisions. How can we understand the 
mystery of our union with God who is closer to 
us than we are to ourselves?" 

Finding one's calling, then, is not a matter of 
gazing into heaven waiting for a definitive 
announcement. We already have in our hearts 
God-given hopes and dreams, desires and 
interests. What's left to do is to listen quietly, 
honestly to that which is within. In fact, finding 
one's calling means a lifetime of listening. 
There is no ordained trajectory from appren-



A MISTAKE ALONG THE WAY OR AN UNWISE CHOICE DOES 

NOT FOREVER PREVENT US FROM REALIZING OUR CALL. 

INDEED, IN THAT QUIET PLACE WITHIN WHICH GOD LOVES US WITH OUR 

OWN WILL AND OUR OWN DECISIONS, MISTAKES TAKE A DIFFERENT CAST. 

ticeship to comfortable retirement. 
Some people will make one choice of a trade, profes

sion, mission, or cause, but many will choose several 
times. Careers change. Jobs end. Reversals happen. We 
sometimes choose wisely, sometimes unwisely. A mistake 
along the way or an unwise choice does not forever pre
vent us from realizing our call. Indeed, in that quiet place 
within which God loves us with our own will and our own 
decisions, mistakes take a different cast. 

Kentucky farmer, writer, and teacher Wendell Berry 
observes: "Often I have not known where I was going 
until I was already there. I have had my share of desires 
and goals, but my life has come to me or I have gone to it 
mainly by way of mistakes and surprises. Often I have 
received better than I deserved. Often my fairest hopes 
have rested on bad mistakes. I am an ignorant pilgrim, 
crossing a dark valley. And yet for a long time, looking 
back, I have been unable to shake off the feeling that I 
have been led-make of that what you will." 

John Woolman is an excellent example of one who lis
tened for a lifetime (and, coincidentally, of someone who 
literally crossed dark valleys, often alone and on foot.) 
Woolman (1720-1772) was an itinerant Quaker preacher 
who advocated against conscription, military taxation, and 
slavery. Some describe his views on the environment and 
concern for animals and creation as ahead of his time, but 
he was simply following the insight he received in his 
internal conversations with God. 

He refused to ride in coaches when he felt the horses 
were being mistreated. Instead of enjoying the hospitality 
of a host whose comforts derived from the labor of slaves 
he would reside with the slaves. His journals, much more 
than an account of his travels, are a window into his heart. 
He was not one to rail about a cause without regard for 
his audience; instead, we find him frequently listening to 
the direction his heart would lead him. Sometimes he 
remained silent; sometimes he spoke truth with well-cho
sen words. He describes the motivation that flowed from 
the inside out as the "motion of love." 

Apart from the sheer beauty and poetry of Wool man's 
phrase, "a motion of love" can become a practical meas
ure for discerning our call. We students of human nature 
are regrettably seldom surprised by our capacity to delude 
ourselves. If we fail to respect the patience and honesty 
that listening to one's heart requires, we may be tempted 
to settle for decisions and actions based on lesser rea
sons, such as pride, ambition, timidity, or false modesty. 

The phrase, then, becomes a test or measure of our 
decision as we examine our heart and motivations with 
the question, "Is my intended action (the call I hear and 
wish to follow) a motion of love?" li! 

Ben Green is a member of the Sunnyslope Church (Church of the Breth ren/United 

Church of Christ) in Wenatchee, Wash ., and w ill serve as moderator of 

Oregon/Washington District in 2009-2010. His w ife, Carol Bowman, is coord inator 

of stewardship formation and education for the Church of the Brethren. 

WORLD MISSION OFFERING 

This annual fall offering for Church of the Brethren ministries has 
focused on aspects of "call" over the past several years. This 
year's theme is "Called ... by example," drawing from Johri 13. 
The offering's observance this year is set for Oct. 11. Numerous 
resources are available online at www.brethren.org/site/PageServer? 
pagename=give_WorldMissionOffering, or call 800-323-8039 and ask 
for the Stewardship office. 
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1 & 2 Pete r : by Harold s. Martin 

Letters of encouragement 
Two epistles offer exhortation but have very different tones 
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here are good reasons to hold the 
traditional view that the two letters 
of Peter are the work of Simon Peter, 

son of Jonas, and one of the Twelve. Peter 
and his brother Andrew were fishermen on 
the Sea of Galilee. Peter was the first of the 
apostles to recognize Jesus as the Messiah 
(Matt. 16:13-17). 

The first epistle of Peter is a letter of hope 
designed to encourage and strengthen 
believe rs who are passing through difficult 
times. The second epistle centers on the 
theme of growth and maturity in the 
Christian life, especially in light of the rise 
of false teaching and the certainty of 
Christ's second coming. 

Among the special characteristics and 
emphases in the first epistle of Peter are its 
stress on hope, and the continuous chain of 
exhortations. First Peter has a consolatory 
tone. The letter emphasizes the suffering of 
Christ and the example he set in not retaliat
ing. We are to follow in his steps (2:20-21). 



Journey tl1rough the Word 

"YOU KNOW THAT YOU WERE RANSOMED ... NOT 
WITH PERISHABLE THINGS LIKE SILVER AND GOLD, 
BUT WITH THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST, LIKE 
THAT OF A LAMB WITHOUT DEFECT OR BLEMISH." 
(1 PETER 1:18-19) 

A broad outline of 1 Peter: 
1. Christians are a privileged people 

(1:3-2:10) 

2. Christians are a pilgrim people 
(2: 11-3: 12) 

3. Christians are a persecuted people 
(3:13-5:11) 

Peter's conclusion is that believers 
who are undergoing trials are to trust 
the Lord and know that other Christians 
around the world are also being perse
cuted. After they have suffered, they can 
be certain that God will give them eter
nal glory. He will restore, support, 
strengthen, and establish them (5:10). 

The second epistle of Peter is very 
different from 1 Peter. While 1 Peter 
is a letter of joyful hope in the face of 
suffering, 2 Peter is an epistle of stand
ing for truth, and persevering in Christ in 
light of prevailing falsehood and the 
coming judgment of God (3:14). 

Five books of the New Testament 
were written specifically to combat the 
rising tide of error in the church. Those 
short writings are 2 Peter, Jude, and 1, 
2, & 3 John-all of them composed 

after 60 AD. Peter's purpose was to 
stimulate strong faith, and to remind 
believers that the coming of the Lord 
will not be delayed beyond the time 
God has planned for it (3:11 -13). 

A broad outline of 2 Peter: 
1. Provisions for spiritual growth 

(1:3-21) 

2. Dangers of false teaching (2:1-22) 

3. Reminders of the Lord's return 
(3:1-13) 

The letters of Peter were written to 
Christians who were scattered through
out the Roman provinces of Asia Minor. 
Peter, in his epistles, applies the deep 
truths of God to the practical problems 
of life. Peter exhorts the people of God 
to live lives of purity and godliness 
while they wait for the Lord's coming (2 
Peter 3:14).ll! 

Harold S. Martin is an author and ordained minister in the 

Church of the Brethren. He lives in Lititz, Pa. 

MESSENGER'S "Journey through the Word" series wi ll 

provide a brief overview of a different book (or books) of 

the Bible each month through December 2009. Com ing 

in October: 1, 2, & 3 John, by Dawn Ottoni Wilhelm. 

We've been in the 
business of insuring 
Churches for more 
than 100 years. 

With the peace of mind that a 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance 
Company policy brings, your 
church leaders can be free to 
concentrate on the work to 
which God has called them. 

Bret~en 
MUTUAL AID AGENCY 

A Mutual Aid Association Company 

For more information call 

800-255-1243 
or visit our website at 
MAABRETHREN . COM 
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UPCOMINGEVENTS 

Sept. 6 Brethren Press fall 
curriculum quarter beg ins 

Sept. 7-11 National Older Adult 
Conference, Lake Junaluska, N.C. 

Sept. 13 Bethany Theological 
Seminary Sunday 

Sept. 18-19 Northern Indiana 
District conference, M ilford, Ind.; 
Southern Pennsylvania District 
conference, McAlisterville, Pa.; 
West Marva District conference, 
Moorefield, W.Va. 

Sept. 20 -Oct. 9 Brethren 
Volunteer Service Unit 287 orien
tation, New Windsor, Md. 

Sept. 20-2 1 Brethren Advocacy 
Days, Washington, D.C. 

Sept . 21 International Day of 
Prayer for Peace 

Sept. 24-26 On Earth Peace 
board meeting, New Windsor, Md. 

Sept. 2 5-26 Missouri/Arkansas 
District conference, Roach, Mo. 

Sept. 2 5 -27 
Oregon/Washington District 
conference, Cle Elum, Wash. 

Oct. 4 World Communion 
Sunday 

Oct. 9 -10 Atlantic Northeast 
District conference, Elizabeth
town, Pa.; Atlantic Southeast 
District conference, Arcadia, Fla.; 
Idaho District conference, 
Nampa, Idaho 

Oct. 11 World Mission Offering 

Oct. 16-17 M iddle Pennsylvania 
District conference, Huntingdon, Pa. 

Oct . 16-19 Mission and Ministry 
Board meeting, Elgin, Ill. 
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Church of the 
Brethren staff and 
visitors engage in 
small-group 
discussion during 
the Mission and 
Ministry Board 
meetings before 
Annual Conference 
in San Diego. 

Mission and Ministry Board acts on 2010 
budget, discusses statement on torture 
The Mission and Ministry Board of the 
Church of the Brethren addressed a full 
agenda at a pre-Annual Conference meet
ing June 26, led by chair Eddie Edmonds. 

The board adopted a balanced budget 
with a parameter of $4,962,000 for the 
church's Core Ministries in 2010, with the 
understanding that if staff cannot meet the 
parameter a deficit budget may be present
ed to the board at its October meeting. The 
decision requires another reduction of 
$381,000 in expenses compared to the pres
ent year's budget. The board will make a 
final decision on the 2010 budget in October. 

Discussion of the budget centered on a 
phrase in treasurer Judy Keyser's report, 
indicating that the recommendation for 
2010 would mean "the loss of some major 
ministries." General secretary Stan 
Noffsinger explained that a plan was not 
yet in place for the required reduction in 
expenses for next year, but he ant icipates a 
number of measures including reviewing 

staff positions that come open before fil l ing 
them, reviewing the cost of the church's 
properties and programs, and no increase 
in employee salaries or benefits in 2010. 

• Stewardship and Donor Development 
director Ken Neher presented the results of 
a survey by fund raising consulting firm 
RSI, on the feasibility of a new capital cam
paign to support denominational min
istries. The survey found both "unprece
dented" high levels of support for denomi
national ministry, he reported, as well as 
lack of confidence from potential donors in 
the capacity of the church to raise a large 
amount of money, and skepticism from 
some over the purpose of the campaign. 

RSI recommended a number of next 
steps, Neher said, including to postpone 
implementation of the proposed campaign, 

engage in board development, revise the 
"case statement" for support to give more 
details, and-when ready-to adopt a mul
tifaceted campaign and to retain fundrais
ing counsel to start the campaign. The 
board adopted an executive committee 
recommendation to receive the report and 
request staff to give clarification of the 
need and rationale for the campaign. 

• The board formed a committee to write 
a resolution on the issue of torture, work
ing with the general secretary. Noffsinger 
reported encouragement from ecumenical 
colleagues to address the issue, saying 
that the Church of the Brethren currently 
does not have a statement on torture. The 
four-person committee wil l include board 
members Andy Hamilton, John Katonah, 
and Tammy Kiser, and a staff member to 
be named by the general secretary. 

• The board selected a new executive 
committee: Dale Minnich, who will serve as 
chair through 2011; Ben Barlow, who will 

serve as chair-elect through 2011, and then 
as chair through 2013; and at-large mem
bers Vernne Greiner and Andy Hamilton. 
The executive committee also includes ex 
officio members general secretary Stan 
Noffsinger and 2010 Annual Conference 
moderator Shawn Flory Replogle. 

• Stephen Breck Reid has been appointed 
by the board to the denomination's 
Committee on lnterchurch Relations. Reid 
is a former academic dean at Bethany 
Theological Seminary, and currently is pro
fessor of Hebrew Bible at George W. Truett 
Theological Seminary in Waco, Texas. 

• The executive committee announced that it 
is starting a process for a performance review 
for Noffsinger, whose present contract ends in 
June 2011. The performance review will cul
minate at the October meeting of the board. 



Disaster project leader Steve 
Keim designs a poster 

related to the disaster relief 
experience while at the 

training in Louisiana. 

New disaster project leaders 
get solid training in Louisiana 

"I always knew there was a lot that went 
on behind the scenes but I had no idea ... ," 
said one participant during a Brethren 
Disaster Ministries project leadership 
training held May 26-June 4. 

The 10-day training event brought 16 
individuals from across the country to the 
Brethren Disaster Ministries project in 
Louisiana, focusing on servant leadership, 
teamwork, and communication. The event 
also included workshops on safety, volun
teer management, household manage
ment, cooking, construction management, 
record keeping, and more. 

Interspersed between workshops, partici
pants were given hands-on opportunities 
to participate in construction activities as 
they learned new skills and honed skills in 
areas such as drywall, window and door 
installation, flooring, and trim carpentry. 
During a day-long workshop presented by 
On Earth Peace, participants learned about 

different personality types and how they 
affect teamwork, communication, and 
interpersonal relationships. 

Called a success by both participants and 
trainers, a similar model for workshops is 
expected to be used in future trainings. 
Brethren Disaster Ministries expects to 
offer another project leader training in the 
near future; interested individuals should 
contact 800-451-4407. 

New Community Project purchases rainforest tract 

Brethren-related New Community Project (NCP) has announced the successful purchase 
and preservation of 137 acres of threatened rainforest adjacent to the Cuyabeno Wildlife 
Production Reserve in the northern Ecuadorian Amazon. Described as a "dream come 
true" by staff of NCP partner Fundaci6n Selva: Vida Sin Frontieres, the parcel includes 
four streams and extraordinary plant and animal diversity. The final cost of the parcel 
was $27,000, all of which was raised through donations by individuals, camps, and con
gregations. 

"With the Ecuadorian Amazon being one of the most biodiverse places in God's cre
ation, and with some 500,000 acres being lost every year to human activities, this was a 
chance to put our finger in a small hole in the dike," NCP director David Radcliff said. 
Principle threats to Ecuador's Amazon region are logging, invasion by impoverished set
tlers, and the repercussions of oil exploration, including forest and stream destruction 
and oil roads opening up the forest to outsiders, he said. 

The land will be owned and managed by Fundacion Selva, which wil l commence refor
esting the portion of the parcel that had been deforested by t he previous owner. A small 
segment of the land will be used to set up a workshop for local indigenous people to 
carve craft items from the tagua nut, sometimes called "vegetable ivory" for its hardness, 
ivory color, and the way it can be polished to a sheen and made into jewelry and other 
items. Tagua is an abundant tree in the area, can be sustainably harvested, and will b ring 
much-needed income to native communities. NCP plans to market the products along 
with other fair-trade items. See www.newcommun ityproject.org for more details. 

Brethren Mutual Aid 
Agency offers a compre
hensive range of insurance 
products for the Brethren 
faith community. 

Based on your individual 
insurance needs, we can 
provide you with the exact 
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security and peace of mind. 

Bretm-en 
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• Justin Barrett resigned as program 
assistant for the Church of the Brethren 
Global Mission Partnerships office, 
effective July 30. He began in the posi
tion on Sept. 24, 2007. He will be relo
cating to Massachusetts. 

• The position of director of the 
Church of the Brethren Sudan mission 
initiative has been eliminated, as part 
of a re-evaluation of the needs of 
Global Mission Partnerships. Bradley 
Bohrer left the position on July 31, 
after which he received a three-month 
severance package. The Sudan mission 
was initiated by the former Church of 
the Brethren General Board in October 
2005. It w ill continue as a program of 
Global Mission Partnerships, under the 
leadership of executive director Jay 
Wittmeyer. "We are committed to the 
mission in Sudan, although we are 
eliminating the director position . We 
continue to maintain a position vacancy 
for mission workers in Sudan," 
Wittmeyer said. All designated gifts to 
the Sudan mission continue to be held 
in a special fund to support future in
country work by Brethren mission staff. 
Bohrer had directed the initiative since 
September 2006. 

• Joshua Brockway has accepted 
the newly created position of director 
for Spiritual Life and Discipleship in the 
Church of the Brethren's Congregational 
Life Ministries office, effective Jan. 4, 
2010. He will leave a position as instruc
tor in Brethren Studies at Bethany 
Theological Seminary in Richmond, Ind. 
Brockway's seminary employment con
cludes on Dec. 31. He will teach an 
online class, "History of Christianity I," 
during Bethany's fall semester. In previ
ous work, he has been an interim pastor 
at East Atlanta Christian Fellowship, 
provided campus ministry at 
Manchester College, and directed 
Exploring Your Call at Bethany. He holds 
a degree from Manchester College, a 
master of arts in theology from 
Bethany, a master of divinity from 
Candler School of Theology, and is 
completing a doctor of philosophy at 
Catholic University of America. 

• Manchester College (North 
Manchester, Ind.) campus pastor Steve 
Crain resigned in July to develop pro
grams and educational opportunities 
for young married couples and singles 
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at Trinity Episcopal Church in Fort 
Wayne, Ind. He had served as campus 
pastor since July 2007. Crain will con
tinue to teach as an adjunct at the col
lege. The college begins a search for a 
new campus pastor in the fall, coordi
nated by Beth Sweitzer-Riley, vice presi
dent for student development. Planning 
for interim leadership of campus min
istries is under way. 

• Edward R. Farmer has been called 
as director of seminary computing for 
Bethany Theological Seminary and 
Earlham School of Religion in 
Richmond, Ind., beginning Aug. 1. 
Farmer has extensive experience in 
computer systems management and 
netware integration and administration. 
He had been a systems engineer for 
Dayton Cincinnati Technology Services 
since 2004 and tech coordinator for 
Precious Blood Elementary School in 
Trotwood, Ohio, since 2007. He holds 
degrees from Albion (Mich.) College 
and the University of Texas at Dallas, 
and also has been an adjunct instructor 
for use of computer software at Indiana 
Vocational Technical College. 

• Cyndi Fecher was named manag
ing editor of the Gather 'Round curricu
lum project of Brethren Press and the 
Mennonite Publishing Network, as of 
Aug. 3. She will work out of the Church 
of the Brethren General Offices in Elgin, 
Ill. Fecher was Gather 'Round project 
assistant from 2006 to 2007, and more 
recently had been doing writing, edit
ing, layout, and proofreading as publi
cations coordinator for Brethren Benefit 
Trust since Jan. 2. She also brings tech
nical expertise in website management 
and publishing software. 

• Amy Gingerich resigned as man
aging editor of Gather 'Round, the cur
riculum published jointly by Brethren 
Press and the Mennonite Publishing 
Network, in order to accept a new posi
tion as editorial director of Herald 
Press. Gingerich had served as manag
ing editor of Gather 'Round for more 
than four years, since February 2005. 
Her last day of employment with 
Gather 'Round was Aug. 7, and she 
began her new position on Aug. 17. 

• John R. Moyers was called in July to 
serve as interim district executive for 
West Marva District. He is an ordained 
minister serving as part-time pastor of 

two congregations: Harman (W.Va.) 
Church of the Brethren and Red Creek, 
Bethel Church of the Brethren in Dryfork, 
W.Va. Moyers has served as pastor of 
several other congregations; he is also a 
physical education teacher and has 
recently served on the Church of the 
Brethren's Mission and Ministry Board. 
Contact information for the district office 
remains: West Marva District, 384 
Dennett Rd., Oakland, MD 21550; 301-
334-9270; wmarva@brethren.org. Moyers 
can be reached directly at jemoe@fron
tiernet.net or 304-7 49-7307. Former dis
trict executive Stephen E. Abe conclud
ed his service on June 30, rather than 
Sept. 30 as previously announced. 

• Becky Ullom was named director 
for Youth and Young Adult Ministry for 
the Church of the Brethren, effective 
Aug. 31. Ullom had been director of 
Identity and Relations with the Church 
of the Brethren, with responsibility for 
the denominational website and a 
range of other communication tasks 
since July 2004. Previously she coordi
nated the 2004 National Young Adult 
Conference and 2002 National Youth 
Conference (June 2001-July 2002). She 
has also taught high school English. 
She has served in several ecumenical 
settings, including as a young adult 
steward with World Council of 
Churches and as a delegate for the 
Church of the Brethren to the National 
Counci l of Churches. Ullom received 
her bachelor of arts from McPherson 
College with majors in English and 
Spanish and a m inor in English as a 
Second Language. 

• Dana Weaver resigned as Annual 
Conference assistant for the Church of 
the Brethren, effective July 31, to 
become operations manager for IMA 
World Health. She began work with the 
Annual Conference Office on June 5, 
2006, working at the Bretl:1ren Service 
Center in New Windsor, Md. 

• Gabriel Welsch, assistant vice 
president of marketing at Juniata 
College (Huntingdon, Pa.) since 2007, 
has been promoted to vice president 
for advancement and marketing. 
Welsch will continue to oversee 
Juniata's marketing efforts, supervise 
the alumni relations office and develop
ment department, and the office of cor
porate and foundation support. 



A new home constructed through Brethren disaster relief efforts is dedicated in Haiti. 

Brethren Service Center ships 
relief supplies to Haiti projects 
Two containers of food and supplies were shipped to help children in Haiti this spring 
and summer, through the work of Brethren Disaster Ministries and the Material 
Resources program at the Brethren Service Center in New Windsor, Md. 

The container shipments are part of an ongoing disaster relief and rebuilding project 
of Brethren Disaster Ministries and the Church of the Brethren mission in Haiti. The ship
ments support the work of several organizations serving children in Haiti, including the 
Church of the Brethren mission; SELEEG, an organization of pastors in the city of 
Gonaives; the Eben-Ezer Mission in Gonaives; and the organization Feed My Starving 
Children, which supplied the food for the first shipment. 

The first shipment arrived in Haiti in April and cleared customs in May. It included 
nutritionally balanced food packets to use in schools and church programs for children, 
reported Roy Winter, executive director of Brethren Disaster Ministries. A second ship
ment in June included medical supplies for the hospital and clinic in Gonaives and 
canned chicken provided by the Meat Canning Committee of the Church of the 
Brethren's Southern Pennsylvania and Mid-Atlantic districts. The distribution in Haiti will 
be coordinated by mission coordinator Ludovic St. Fleur. 

The Church of the Brethren Emergency Disaster Fund (EDF) recently gave a major 
grant of $65,000 to continue support for the work in Haiti. Previous grants to this project 
total $305,000. 

Brethren Advocacy Days in D.C. 
will put focus on climate justice 

Brethren Advocacy Days is being planned for 
Sept. 20-21 in Washington, D.C., for Church 
of the Brethren members and others interest
ed in learning more about advocacy efforts. 
The theme for the event is "Called to Action: 
Climate Justice." 

Organizers are Church of the Brethren 
members Jordan Blevins and Wendy 
Matheny. Blevins works for the National 
Council of Churches as assistant director of 
Eco-Justice. The event is being held in con-

junction with the Church of the Brethren 
Global Mission Partnerships office. 

The workshop will start at the NCC's 
Washington office (110 Maryland Ave. 
NE) at 3 p.m. on Sept. 20. It will continue 
through 9 p.m. and resume on Sept. 21, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Registration is $25. Online registration is 
available at www.brethren.org. There will 
be a variety of options for housing, but 
participants will make their own arrange
ments. For more information, go to 
http://brethrenjustice.wordpress.com/ 
or contact jblevins@ncccusa.org . 

Mutual Aid Association's 
Share Fund assists 
congregations in their 
sharing ministry by 
providing funds for 
individuals in crisis. 

Help is available for those 
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'The Velveteen Rabbit': 
Blessed by belief 

"Jesus said, 'Truly I say to you, unless you turn and become 
like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.' " 
(Matt. 18:3) 

Te Velveteen Rabbit is a book written by Margery I :illiams and beautifully illustrated by William Nicholson. 
Recently made into a movie, it tells the story of a lonely boy 

who wins over his distant father and 
stern grandmother, aided by a brave 
velveteen rabbit whose hope is to 
become a real rabbit. 

I was introduced to this fascinat
ing story during the fifth decade of 
my life-my second childhood of 
sorts. I was midway through my 
chaplaincy training when we were 
all asked to read the story for a dis
cussion group during our next 
class. From my very first reading, 
the story has captivated me and 

occupied a very large place in my heart. It is such a moving 
tale that, upon completion of my training, I have used the 

strict grandmother, Nana. Toby plays in the same attic John 
played in long ago; Nana refers to it as the "Magic Attic." 

Toby finds a velveteen rabbit in a box in the attic. When the 
boys in town make fun of him for not knowing how to play 
ball, Toby cries-holding the rabbit that he's named Robin. 
When his tear hits Robin's chest, it burns into his little heart 
and brings the toy to life. Toby imagines him to life, and 
Robin becomes his closest friend, playmate, and confidant. 

Throughout this marvelously simple and yet complicated 
story, more and more of the toy animals come to life
including Horse and Swan. And through them and the other 
characters, life's twists and turns, highs and lows, are beauti
fully illustrated in metaphors. 

The entire story is chock full of metaphors: The attic is 
heaven. Toby's tears on Robin's heart bring life as Christ's 
love in our hearts brings life. Toby's deceased mother 
telling him she is always with him, in his heart, is like 
Christ's presence with us, if we allow it. The wisdom of 
Swan, about facing things in our lives that are hard, should 
ring true for everyone: "Ignoring this won't make it go 
away." Toby's declaration of love for Robin is like a profes
sion of faith for Christians. 

The animated version does a fairly good job of capturing 

THROUGHOUT THIS MARVELOUSLY SIMPLE AND YET COMPLICATED STORY, 
MORE AND MORE OF THE TOY ANIMALS COME TO LIFE. AND THROUGH THEM 

AND THE OTHER CHARACTERS, LIFE'S TWISTS AND TURNS, HIGHS AND 
LOWS, ARE BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED IN METAPHORS. 

story on more than one occasion as my Sunday sermon. 
This timeless children's story has a message for all ages. 

Set in early 20th-century England just before Christmas, 
the new movie version moves slowly at first. John is Toby's 
father, and Toby is a young boy; clearly they are from a 
wealthy family. 

A remote, sad John drops off wide-eyed Toby with his 
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the essence of this classic children's story and is a must-see 
for children of all ages. This movie will reintroduce the 
pleasures of a good book to all who see it. n! 

Terry Lewis is a member of Washington (D.C.) 

City Church of the Brethren and serves on the 

denomination's Mission and Ministry Board. 



ONCAMPUS 
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.) 

Jeff Carter, pastor of Manassas (Va.) 
Church of the Brethren and a Bridgewater 
alumnus, delivered the message at May 
17 baccalaureate service; noted American 
historian and president of the University 
of Richmond Edward Ayers delivered the 
commencement address. 

Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.) 

Albert Koch, a 1964 Elizabethtown alum
nus, was named chief restructuring offi
cer at General Motors as the automaker 
seeks to emerge from bankruptcy .... 
Elizabethtown has been selected as the 
host institution for the 2010 NCAA 
Division Ill Men's Golf Championships. 
The four-day event will be held May 11-
14, 2010 on the courses of the Hershey 
(Pa.) Golf Collection. 

Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.) 

Juniata president Thomas R. Kepple has 
been named chair of the Association of 
Independent Colleges and Universities of 
Pennsylvania for the 2009-2010 academic 
year .... Alumni William Fegan, Donald 
Robinson {a retired Church of the Brethren 
pastor), Nate Boggs, George Fattman, and 
John Bulger received awards during the 
Alumni Assembly on June 13. 

University of La Verne 
(La Verne, Calif.) 

Jonathan L. Reed, professor of religion 
since 1993 and a foremost authority on 
Mediterranean and early Christian 
archaeology, has been appointed interim 
dean of La Verne's College of Arts and 
Sciences ... La Verne ranks No. 2 
among private California-based institu
tions in the number of bachelor's 
degrees awarded to Hispanic students, 
according to US Department of 
Education data. 

Manchester College 
(North Manchester, Ind.) 

Church of the Brethren general secretary 
Stan Noffsinger, a Manchester alumnus, 
received the college's 2009 Alumni Honor 
Award on June 4. Peter Michael, Nancy 
Walker Hoffman, and William Harper also 
received awards at the banquet. 

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.) 

McPherson has received a $2.7 million 
gift from the estate of Donna Rose 
McChesney Allen of DuBois, Pa., to 
establish The Elsie Whitmer McChesney 
of Zenda, Kansas, Endowment Fund to 
educate students in Christian service 
and to prepare them for a life of 
Christian ministry and service. 

Young Adult Conference explores discipleship 

Camp Swatara in Bethel, Pa., became a gathering place for 63 young adults to 
explore "The Journey of Discipleship" during Young Adult Conference (YAC) 
May 23-25. This theme, inspired by 1 Peter 3:8-15, opened doors for participants 
to engage in deep discussion of concerns and dreams for their denomination 
and wider world. 

Lively music led by Ben Detrick, Andrew Duffey, Nathan Hollenberg, and 
Virginia Meadows set the tone as Katie O'Donnell opened the weekend by ask
ing the question, "How do we live and tell our stories according to God's plan?" 
Feeding from this, Dana Cassell shared her story of service through Brethren 
Volunteer Service (BVS). Cassell urged young adults to live in a community of 
love and service no matter how challenging the situation. 

Ethan Gibbel of the national Young Adult Steering Committee reflected, 
"Young adults are always struggling with issues in the church and the world. 
Instead of another theme that got in the way of our struggle of discipleship, we 
dealt directly with the issues on our mind." 

Young adults dove into these challenging subjects through workshops cen
tered around their response following the recent closing of the Brethren 
Witness/Washington Office, the task of becoming a "living revolution," and 
issues surrounding diversity, among other topics. 

Greg Davidson Laszakovits, pastor of Elizabethtown (Pa.) Church of the 
Brethren, concluded the weekend with vespers and worship by challenging 
young adults to take risks and find the ir "God-shaped place" in the world. He 
also emphasized the power of becoming a witness and the blessings that spring 
forth from those experiences. 

Connecting with the theme of discipleship, an offering of $240 was collected to 
support the Brethren Disaster Ministries initiative to build 100 homes in Haiti. 

The 2010 Young Adult Conference is planned for Memorial Day weekend at 
Camp Blue Diamond in Petersburg, Pa.-Kay Guyer 

Kay Guyer is a member of Woodbury (Pa .) Church of the Brethren and serves on the National Youth Cabinet. 

BITS AND PIECES 
• More than 700 junior and senior high youth, young adults, and advisors took 
part in one of the Church of the Brethren workcamps this past summer. 
More than 30 workcamps were offered. 
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Will it still be our work? 

It's been 25 years since I was on staff at the 
Washington Office (from 1972 through 
1984), so I can be expected to be sad when 
I learned of the closing of the Brethren 
Witness/Washington Office in mid-March. I 
was on staff longer than any other person 
during the years the office was open. 

However, now in my early 80s and receiv
ing retirement benefits from Brethren 
Benefit Trust, I appreciate what this financial 
crisis and reduced income is all about, 
including the church's ability to "emerge 
from the economic downturn in good shape 
and with ministries appropriate to the cur
rent climate" [MESSENGER, May 2009]. 

But that doesn't keep me from remem
bering with gratitude the ministry of all 
those who worked to give direction and 
support to the prophetic ministry of the 
Washington Office for the Church of the 
Brethren, and the prayerful thought and 
action that kept its work centered on 
Annual Conference decisions. 

At times their work was controversial, 
but I recognized that their ministry was 
valuable to our denomination-always in 
concert with Annual Conference decisions, 
even though at times it ran counter to 
some who felt the church had no calling to 
speak through government. 

However, closing the Washington Office 
may mean providing some ministries else
where in staff responsibilities. Who will 
speak to these organizations and concerns 
from the Brethren point of v iew? 

I am not advocating a return to church 
structure as I experienced it, but I urge a 
struct ure that supports what David Radcliff 
wrote about in his letter to the editor 
[May]: Central to Jesus' work was a 
prophetic and courageous commitment to 
simplicity, love for enemies, and justice for 
those at the margins of society. It was the 
work of our Lord; it is work our world des
perately needs to have done. Will it contin
ue to be our work? 

The opinions expressed in "Letters" are not necessari

ly those of MESSENGER. Readers should receive them in 
the same way as when differing views are expressed 

in face-to-face conversation. 
Letters should be brief, clear, and respectful of the 

opinions of others, with strong differences handled in 
the spirit of Matthew 18. Preference is given to letters 

that respond directly to items in MESSENGER. 
Anonymous letters will not be considered. 

Send letters to MESSENGER, Attn: Letters, 1451 Dundee 
Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or messenger@brethren.org. 
Please include hometown and phone number. 



WHEN MS. FRY-MILLER ASKED 

US TO " LOOK INTO THE EYES 

OF A FRIEND OR NEIGHBOR 

WHO IS GAY OR LESBIAN 

A ND SEE JESUS," THIS 

IS MY HONEST RESPONSE ... 

THE PERSON I SEE IS 

ONE WHO IS IN NEED OF 

REDEMPTION JUST AS 

MUCH AS I NEED ED IT. 

I fee l a special blessing that I was able 
to be part of the ministry of the Church of 
the Brethren Washington Office for those 
12-plus years. Hallelujah! 

Louise D. Bowman 
Bluemont, Va. 

Redemption needed all around 

When I first read Kathleen Fry-Miller's letter 
[May) I reacted negat ively to it. I will be 
honest enough to confess it bothers me 
that a group is working very hard to try and 
get the Church of the Brethren to openly 
welcome and embrace homosexuality. I am 
one who believes that you would have to 
do a serious re-write of the Bible to make 
homosexuality be anything other than what 
it is: sin. But there was something she said, 
however, that struck me. 

She mentioned Jesus' words about tak
ing the beam out of your own eye fi rst. 

Those of us who hold a conservative bib
lical view at times have been very self
righteous when it comes to this issue. The 
veins begin to show in our neck as we 
pound our fist on the table saying, "You're 
going to hell if you don't repent!" The Fred 
Phelps approach does nothing but bring 
shame to the gospel message. Perhaps the 
beam we need to remove is to be less vitri
olic in our speech and a little more com
passionate, to demonstrate a little more 
love and a lot less disgust- all the while, 
however, not compromising what we 
believe is biblical truth. And sometimes 
that can be a difficult path to walk. 

To those on the other side of this issue, 
perhaps the beam you need to remove is to 
ask yourself this question: What has shaped 
your personal belief on this issue? Has it 
been from a serious study of Scripture 

OBERAMMERGAU 
PASSION PLAY 2010 

OBERAMMERGAU 
TOURS 

SPRINGTIME in HOLLAND, BELGIUM 
and GERMANY (Moy 6-17) 

LUTHERAN HOLYLAND TOUR (May 8-19) 
EUROPEAN HERITAGE I with JOHN RUTH (June 1-14) 

SPECTACULAR SCANDINAVIA 
and ·ITS FJORDS (June 13-28) 

PENNSYLVANIA to EUROPE (June 19 · July 2) 
ISRAEL/PALESTI NE (June 24 - July 5) 

EUROPEAN HERITAGE II 
with JOHN SHARP (June 29 - July 12) 

ITALY, AUSTRIA ond GERMANY (July 7-17) 
ENGLAND and SCOTLAND (J uly 23 - August 4) 
SWISS GLACIER EXPRESS (July 29 - August 11) 

EUROPEAN HERITAGE Ill 
with PAUL ZEHR (September 5-18) 

THE ROAD to JERUSALEM (September 11-22) 
EU ROPEAN HERITAGE IV (September 16-29) 

OTHER TM TOURS 
2010 

AN ANTARCTIC EXPERIENCE (January 4-16) 
AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND (February 5-25) 

VISIT MEXICO and ITS COPPER CANYON (March 5-14) 
ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (September 6-18) 

TM MYSTERY TOUR (October 15-23) 

2011 
THE AMAZON RAIN FOREST 

and the GALAPOGOS ISLANDS (January 5-16) 
!CELANO COUNTRY TOUR (June 14-23) 

"Building bridges among Mennonites 
and other Christians and faiths around 

the world through custom-designed travel." 

CALL 1-800-565-0451 FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR 

E-MAIL: office@tourmoginotion.com WEB: www.tourmaginatian.com 
9 Willow Street, Woterloo, ON N2J 1V6 Canad□ Reg. #50014322 2308 Wood Street, Lancaster, PA 17603 USA 

Do what you can, with what 
you have, where you are. 

-Theodore Roosevelt 

How does an educational 

institution become a 

community of compassion 
known around the world? 

LetJan and Roma Jo Thompson 
take you on a behind-the-scenes 

historical journey of the 
Brethren Service Center and 

find out how this little campus 
dared to embrace the world. 

!L 
Brethren Press· 

This day. 

Beyond Our Means 
How the Brethren Service Center 

Dared To Embrace the World 
----@----

RJanand Ro na Jo Thompson 

Order Now 800-441-3712 
www.brethrenpress.com 

Messenger September 2009 • 



®POP 
QUIZ 

When insurance is something you "have to have" ... then why not choose 
a company that aligns with your values and gives back to the church? 

l . It is important to me that my insurance company only insures 

members of my fa ith community 

2. It is important to me that my insurance company tithes a portion 

of their profits back into the church and community 

3. It is important to me that my insurance company invests its dollars 

according to the teachings of the church 

4. It is important to me that my insurance company 's core values ore 

stewardship, community, mutual aid, and Spirit centered 

5. It is important to me that my insurance company provides 

emotional, spiritual and financial support when I hove a loss or need 

YES NO 

□ □ 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 
If you identified with any of the unique characteristics that MAX has to offer-

Become a member of MA'K today! · 

HOME• FARM• CHURCH• SMALL BUSINESS• AUTO 
877~97lr6300 • www.maxwholeness.com 
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where it addresses the subject of homosexuality 
specifically? Or has it been shaped by how the 
world views this issue? The world only views 
this issue through the lens of equality, civil 
rights, bigotry, and hatred. And there is nothing 
wrong with that. But that's where it stops. It 
does not view this issue through a moral lens. 

I realize this is perhaps an irreconcilable 
issue. When Ms. Fry-Miller asked us to "look 
into the eyes of a friend or neighbor who is 
gay or lesbian and see Jesus, " this is my 
honest response to that statement: The per
son I see is one who is in need of redemption 
just as much as I needed it. 

CLASSIFIEDADS 

Jerry Brenneman 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Shalom Christian Academy seeks applications for 
Administrator, an executive position at a 500 pupi l PreK-12 day 
school in south-central Pennsylvania. Doctorate of Education pre
ferred; Master's degree and administrative experience required. 
History of lifelong learning and Christian service valued. 

This visionary person will lead an administrative team as they 
continue to move our school in fulfilling our stated mission to 
"prepare and release each student for a life of consequence for 
the Kingdom of God." Shalom is a parent-owned and board
governed interdenominational school. Qualified individuals may 
submit confidential resumes to kwitman@comcast.net, Search 
Committee Secretary. 

The Gather 'Round curriculum, a project of Brethren Press 
and Mennonite Publishing Network, is accepting applica
tions to write for the 2011 -2012 year. Writers wil l be hired 
for each quarter of the year. All writers wi ll attend an orientation 
conference in April 2010 and begin writing thereafter. For more 
information and to submit an application, please visit the job 
openings page at http://www.gatherround .org/contactus.html. 
Deadline for applications: November 30, 2009. 

Europe in 2010. Enjoy two-week tour including Amsterdam, Paris, 
Swiss Alps, Oberammergau Passion Play, and Brethren sites
Buedingen and Schwarzenau. Three-week tour adds Venice, 
Vienna, Prague, Berlin. Please contact J. Kenneth Kreider, 1300 
Sheaffer Road, Elizabethtown, PA 17022 or kreiderk@etown.edu. 

Walk where Jesus walked. Come along with Rev. John and 
Rev. Linda Stoner as they return to the Holy Land. The Stoners 
are both ordained CoB pastors with over 22 years experience as 
professional travel agents. This inspirational journey takes place 
November 3-12, 2009, and departs from Western Pennsylvania. 
Departures can also be arranged from any major gateway city. 
Transportation, first-class lodging, daily breakfast and dinner, 
and more included. $3,389.00 877-456-8769 or www.small
grouptours.com for details. 

PASTORS NEEDED. Congregations in many of the denomina
tion's 23 districts are in need of strong, trained Christian leaders 
who are dedicated to Church of the Brethren beliefs and prac
tices to serve as pastor. The available placements are both full
time and part-time and include some associate/second staff 
positions. The congregations vary widely in size and program. A 
full listing of openings can be found at www.brethren.org . 
Contact the appropriate district executive or call the Ministry 
office at 800-323-8039. 
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Beech Run, Mapleton Depot, Birchfield, Jessica Birchfield, Hoffman Kingsport, Tenn., 50 Dearhart, Marjorie, 92, 

Pa.: Robert Banks, Jr., Betsy Vanderwarker, Tim Troutville, Va.: Richard Proctor, Chester and Lorene, Bridgewater, Va., Feb. 22 
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Silverman, Robert Smith, Jean R. Lingle Hanover, Pa., 50 Pa., June 30 
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Vogel, Carissa Vogel, Walter Md. : Lydia Eze, Tessa Deaths Enterprise, Pa., May 18 
Townsend, Karen Haynes, Emily Henderson, Alwine, Bernard and Judy, Graybill, Irvin, 79, Troutville, 
Townsend, Patrick Marvel Michael Kagarise, Mitchell Mount Joy, Pa., 50 Armbruster, Dorothea, 86, Saint Va., June 22, 2008 

Danville, First, Danville, Va.: Roberts, Sarah Smith Basinger, Dale and Evelyn, Petersburg, Fla., May 24 Green, Harold Perry, 95, 
Caleb Lane Berkley Maple Grove, Lexington, Linville, Va., 55 Baker, Vernon E., 74, Floyd, Hagerstown, Md., Oct. 17, 

Drexel Hill, Pa.: James N. N.C.: Stacy Applebee, Blough, Jack and Kay, Va., June 5 2008 
Rhinier Michael Barringer, Windber, Pa. , 50 Ball, Charles E., Sr., 79, Gromley, Wilda, 89, Cherry 

East Fairview, Manheim, Pa.: Leighann Barringer Blyer, Rudy and Betty, Easton, Md., April 17 Tree, Pa., April I 
Deb Snavely, Charisse Silva, Middle Creek, Lititz, Pa.: Orrtanna, Pa., 50 Bumgardner, Gerald, 57, Haag, Betty, 78, Plymouth, 
An1anda Kauffman, Katelyn Edgar Buckwalter, Elizabeth Bordona, Bob and Phyllis, Mapleton Depot, Pa., Dec. 10 Ind. , Dec. 7 
Hoover, Megan Fahnestock, Buckwalter Oakdale, Calif., 50 Bumgardner, Verneta, 100, Hamilton, Ruth, 86, Lititz, 
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Easton, Md.: Emerson Tarr, Heisey, Shannan Snyder, Hampstead, Md., 50 Beckman, L. Lee, 92, Hattaway, Thelma, 100, 
Brenda Yeatman, Howard Chelsey Boehmer, Gabrielle Bowman, Paul and Sarah, Bridgewater, Va., Feb. 13 Bridgewater, Va. , Jan. 1 
Yeatman, Donald T. Schatz, Boehmer, Cody Keller, Bridgewater, Va., 65 Bowers, Mary M., 97, Troy, Hedrick, Allen G., Jr. , 64, 
Margaret Lee Schatz Mikaila Keller Byers, Jack and Carolyn, Ohio, Feb. 5 Baltimore, Md., May 6 
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A wing and a prayer 
l t may sound like the start of a joke: Two Brethren 

women walk out of a hospital at 1 a.m. and get into a cab .... 
This, though, is a true story. And it's the start of a beautiful 

encounter. 
Two of my friends from Maryland made an unexpected 

trip to a San Diego hospital during Annual Conference after 
one fell ill, with what was later thought to be the symptoms 
of Lyme disease. They spent hours at the hospital on 

Sunday waiting to be seen and have 
the test results read. 

Thus it was well after midnight 
when, with antibiotics in hand, they 
called a taxi to take them back to the 
Town & Country Resort, where 
Annual Conference was being held. 
They began talking on the return trip, 
and the driver asked what had 
brought them to San Diego. They 
explained that they were there for a 
church conference. 

The driver, originally from Ethiopia, 
smiled and held up a cross around 

his neck. "I am a Christian, too! " he said. 
As they told him about the day's ordeal, they joked that 

the worst part was missing the free ice cream night at the 
conference. He may not have known just how devastating 
that would be for a Brethren. On hearing it, though, he 

that ran for years in Chicago and now is enjoying similar 
success in New York, San Francisco, and elsewhere. In its 
signature song, "For Good," one of the characters sings: 

"I've heard it said that people come into our lives for a 
reason, bringing something we must learn. And we are led 
to those who help us most to grow if we let them, and we 
help them in return." The song, sung between two polar 
opposites who become friends despite all cultural odds, con
cludes, "Because I knew you I have been changed for good." 

As a church, we talk a lot about transformation. It was the 
theme for the Mission and Ministry Board this past year. It 
was the theme of the National Junior High Conference in 
June (see story, p. 16). It was central to this year's Annual 

Conference theme and its colorful butterfly logo. Moderator 
David Shumate noted on several occasions the need to shift 
from "cocoon thinking" to "butterfly thinking." 

We wish for transformation on many levels as the church 
in North America, very much including ours, goes through 
some challenging times. Perhaps the struggle will strength
en our wings, as it does for the cocoon-wrapped butterfly. 
Then again, sometimes transformation just isn't going to 
happen the way we want it. I wonder how many ants and 
worms-who have their own unique gifts-watch those 
butterflies and will themselves to sprout wings? 

The places where transformation is needed in our church 
are abundant. Structure, organization, even Annual 
Conference schedules may need practical change. I sus-

SOMETIMES TRANSFORMATION JUST ISN'T GOING TO HAPPEN 
THE WAY WE WANT IT. I WONDER HOW MANY ANTS AND WORMS
WHO HAVE THEIR OWN UNIQUE GIFTS-WATCH THOSE BUTTERFLIES 
AND WILL THEMSELVES TO SPROUT WINGS? 

pulled into a convenience store and told them to get some 
ice cream-his treat. As they each selected an ice cream 
sandwich, he insisted they take two, and he paid the cashier. 

It seemed only appropriate when he explained to them 
that his name, in the Ethiopian language, meant "angel." 

When they returned to the hotel, they tried to give him a 
large tip, but he wouldn't accept anything over the norm. 
They had already given him something wonderful, he 
explained. Most nights at that hour his fares would be peo
ple who were drunk and rude. "Tonight," he said, "I am 
blessed because I got you." 

On hearing that story, my thoughts ran to the Broadway 
musical "Wicked," a sort of prequel to the "Wizard Of Oz" 

pect, though, that the greatest need is within our hearts 
and attitudes. Like the bent-over woman of Luke 13, we 
need to be able to look up and see the face of Christ in all 
those around us, whether they are wearing prayer cover
ings, rainbow scarves, neither, or both. Can our worship 
together become our main focus rather than our agendas? 
Can we, like that taxi driver, say to one another, "I am 
blessed because I got you"? 

In his closing blessing in San Diego, newly consecrated 
2010 Annual Conference moderator Shawn Flory Replogle 
said, "God is doing a new thing among us. How will we par
ticipate?" If we embrace that challenge, we, too, may soon 
discover that we've been changed for good.-Ed. Ul 

COMING IN OCTOBER: Christian education, justice and the economy, thoughts on love feast, 
Bible study on the letters of John, book review, and more. 
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Called ... ------

World ~~:o•,~:ri~~ by example 
Jesus rose from the table, wrapped a towel around himself, 
and began to wash his disciples' feet, setting an example 
for all to follow. -Based on John 13 

Following Jesus' examples of servant-leadership and compassionate caring, 

the Church of the Brethren shares the love of God around the world! Your 

gifts make possible our mission to continue the work of Jesus. 

Please help share Jesus' love by giving generously. 

Siguiendo Su ejemplo ... 

Ofrenda para la Misi6n Mundial 11 de octubre de 2009 

Jesus se levant6 de la mesa, se envolvi6 en una toalla, y em

pez6 a lavar los pies de sus discf pulos, dejando un ejemplo 
que todos debemos seguir. -Basado en el Evangelio de Juan: 13 

jSiguiendo el ejemplo de Jesus de guiar mediante el servicio y el amor compasivo, 

la Iglesia de los Hermanos comparte el amor de Dios con todo el mundo! Sus 

donaciones hacen posible que nuestra mision continue la labor de Jesus. 

Por favor compartan el amor de Jesus haciendo una ofrenda generosa. 




