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ose who have worshiped in the chapel at the Church of the Brethren

General Offices in Elgin, Ill., know the massive elliptical walls that form

this space. Less well-known is the historical record showing that, 50 years ago, the
decision to punctuate these thick stone walls with small, stained-glass windows was
actually plan B. It's difficult now to imagine the ch~pel otherwise, since the jewel-like
windows with symbolic images are what give the space life.
The written record shows the care taken by the building committee in this decision and others. Of particular note is their
attention to building materials, furnishings, and symbols that
suggest "the spiritual values for which the Brethren stand, and
remind those who serve here of those timeless principles we
seek to make relevant to the life of the world both now and in
future times."
What were some of those spiritual values? In a November
1958 report to the board, the committee offered these symbols
for consideration by the stained-glass artists:
"The open Bible-symbolic of Brethren emphasis on the scriptures as the word of
God and our only guide in matters of faith and practice. The descending dove-symbolic
of the gift and guidance of the Holy Spirit upon which our fathers relied. The
cross-symbolic of the sacrificial life of Christ and the redemptive power of the gospel.
The chalice (service cup}-symbolic of the Brethren concept of practical religion and of
the Christian ministry to human need. The towel and basin-symbolic of service,
humility, and brotherly love as expressed in the ordinance of feetwashing. The sword
and anvil-symbolic of the end of war for which Brethren strive perpetually. The tablets

of stone-symbolic of the law and the prophets accepted by Brethren as preliminary to
the Christian order. The palm wreath-symbolic of victory and triumph and the ultimate
reward of the Christian. The /amp-symbolic of truth, knowledge, learning, wisdom, and
the word of God as light on the path of the Christian. The vine and the grapes-symbolic
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of unity with Christ and the fruitage of the Christian life in the practical graces of our faith."
Here in 2009, this is a time capsule worth reviewing.
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This past May, current and former employees gathered in the rich light of these

www.brethren.org/messenger.

windows to commemorate the 50 years, to worship God, and to respond to the challenge in 1 Peter 2:4-5: "Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet
chosen and precious in God's sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built

A free study guide for each issue
of MESSENGER is available at this
site, along with other information.

into a spiritual house."
How about you? What symbols would you choose as reminders of your spiritual values? How are you being joined with others into a spiritual house? Where do you see
light and life?

MESSENGER is the official publication of the
Church of the Brethren : Member of the
Associated Church Press. Biblical quotations,
unless otherwise indicated, are from the
New Revised Standard Version. Copyright
© July 2009, Church of the Brethren.
MESSENGER (ISSN 0026-0355) is published 11
times a year by Brethren Press, Church of the
Brethren. Periodicals postage paid at Elgin, Ill.,
and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to MESSENGER,
1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120-1694.
~

W
Messenger July/August 2009

Printed on recycled paper
(20% post consumer)

CAMP CLOSE-UP

C THE DENOMINATION
2
::::)

0

~

A ceremonial ribbon is tied at the opening of the Heifer Global Village at Shepherd's Spring.

Shepherd's Spring launches
its new Heifer Global Village
It was a beautiful day for the grand opening of the Heifer Global Village at
Shepherd 's Spring in Sharpsburg, Md. on May 9.
This joint project with Heifer International introduces young people to hunger
issues faced by people in many parts of the world. The interactive experience
includes an overnight stay in housing representing life in Guatemala, the
Appalachian region, Kenya, Mozambique, and a refugee camp.
During the opening event, a ribbon was tied-not cut-to symbolize the partnership.
Deborah Keene, Heifer lnternational's senior director for Learning Centers, praised the
work of Shepherd's Spring director Ann Cornell and her creative staff, saying that
Heifer learned several new construction techniques for building Global Villages.
Linda Jacoby, representing the denomination's Mid-Atlantic District, thanked
many volunteers for their work and support of the project. Miller Davis' remarks
captured the spirit of the day as he spoke of the history of Heifer International and
his Brethren Volunteer Service experiences with Heifer founder Dan West.
Annette Lenker, program director of the Heifer Global Village at Shepherd's
Spring, began activities at the new site in June.-Kathleen Campanella
Kathleen Campa nella represents the Ch urch of the Breth ren on the Heifer fnternational Boa rd .

Do you have district or congregational stories that might be of interest to MESSENGER? Short items with a
photo, if possible, are best. Send them to MESSENGER, c/o In Touch, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or
messenger@brethren.org.
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YOU SAID IT

~ W e will not have a
revival of congregations
unless leaders lead, and
especially pastors lead."
-Frederick (Md.) Church of the Brethren pastor Paul Mundey, speaking about leadership at a denominational conference

BYTHENUMBERS

318

Number of US food banks that directly
benefited from Church of the Breth re n
congregational donations which w ere
boosted by the d enomin ation's
Domestic Hunger Matching
Grant program
(see story, p. 12).

Northeast Brethren Revival Fellowship's
36th annual Brethren Bible Institute will
be held July 20-24 at Elizabethtown (Pa.)
College . ... Middle Pennsylvania District
and Camp Blue Diamond will hold their
"Brethren Open" golf tournament
fundraiser Aug. 11 in Roaring Spring, Pa .
. . . The former Reading (Pa.) First Church of
the Brethren held the first service in its new
sanctuary on Easter and took on a new
name, Wyomissing Church of the Brethren.
A dedication service was held June 7.
Sout heast West Marva has called Larry
Anderson as the new caretaker of Camp
Galilee (Terra Alta, W.Va.) .... The His Way
congregation (Jesucristo El Camino,
Hendersonville, N.C.) held a dedication
service and celebration for its new bu ilding May 8-10 . ... Southeastern District's
firsHime spring bike hike drew 75 people representing 10 congregations ....
Atlantic Southeast youth have started a
new website, at www.atl anticsebrethren.org/youth.
Midwest Northern Ohio District began
the process of seeking a new camp
director for Inspiration Hills (Burbank,
Ohio) in May.... Skyridge Church of the
Brethren (Kalamazoo, Mich.) helped to
plan a Children's "Peace Pizzazz" Art Fest
May 31 in the city, which declared May
as Peace Education Month .... South/
Central Indiana had a work day for the
district office on June 6.
Ozarks/Plains Missouri/Arkansas
District's spring rally took place April 25
at Cabool (Mo.) Church of the Brethren,
featuring Tim McElwee of Heifer
International. ... Good Shepherd Church
of the Brethren (Springfield, Mo.) voted
in March to close; its final celebration
service was June 13 . ... More than 25 volunteers took part in a clean-up day at
Camp Pine Lake (Eldora, Iowa) in April.
... The closing worship/celebration for
the Pleasant Valley congregation (York,
N.D.) will now take place Aug . 30. •
West Lacey (Wash.) Community
Church of the Brethren has offered to
host "Camp Quixote" during July and
August. Camp Quixote is a camp for
people who live "without traditional
housing, " according to a report by pastor Howard Ullery.... The "Yarn
Angels" of South Bay Community
Church of the Brethren (Redondo
Beach, Calif.) have so far sent 250
afghans, 100 caps, and other items to
local social service org anization s.
Messenger July/August 2009

Woodbury member honored
for her work helping others

~

Kathy Miller of Woodbury (Pa.) Church
of the Brethren recently received the
Pennsylvania Newspapers' "Pay It
Forward" award for her area. A retired
teacher, she was selected from among
more than 100 entries. The prize of
$1,500, announced in the May 5 issue
of the Bedford Gazette, will be used to
help others in her community.
Kathy's husband, Steve, submitted
an essay nominating her for the
award. He wrote about her founding
the Northern Bedford County Clothing
Bank, helping a family who lost a child
in a house fire, shopping for children
at Christmas, and having a garage full
of donated furniture and appliances.
When asked about her homegrown
charity, Kathy quickly turned the focus
on the support of her family and a network of caring people. When she needs
help, her congregation as well as others
in her area and neighboring communities come to her aid.
Kathy's unselfish service has inspired
many others to join her acts of kindness. She calls Steve "an angel by my
side." He is recruited to run here and
there or to help a family move-and he
never grumbles, even when the garage
is so full of donations that they can't
get the car in.
The Millers are deacons at Woodbury;
their children, Lucas and Abby, are also
members of the church and active in
influencing the lives of children in the
community.-Nancy Barton

McPherson's special project
plants some 'Seeds of Hope'
Last January when McPherson (Kan.)
Church of the Brethren member Lois
Schrag traveled to Sudan with New
Community Project, the church's
Outreach Team commissioned her to
identify projects for the congregation.
Schrag was part of a delegation of
Brethren women who visited the
women of Nimule in southern Sudan.
Schrag brought home two projects for
the congregation to tackle: A gardening
project that will reclaim land to grow a
community garden by the Nile River
and a sewing project. Schrag also pre-
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Lois Schrag (front row, third from left), a member of McPherson (Kan.) Church of
the Brethren, is pictured with a delegation that traveled to Nimule, Sudan, with
New Community Project in January, and women of the community.
sented two slide shows and talks, two
children's stories in church, a simulation during the worship service, and an
evening presentation on a special
sewing machine project for women.
That spawned an outreach effort at
McPherson called "Seeds of Hope." A
special drive was held in April to help
the refugee women of Nimule grow a
community garden that will enable
them to feed their families and sell surplus vegetables to pay for their children's schooling.
Seeds of Hope received additional
funds from the Feinstein Foundation of
Rhode Island, which provides $1 million
per year-divided proportionately
among all participating groups in the
US, with a minimum of $250-as an
incentive for churches and other charitable groups to raise funds for hunger
during March and April. It is the second
consecutive year that McPherson
received a Feinstein grant (see
www.feinsteinfoundation.org for
details).
Other Brethren women on the trip
included Heather Hall, a student at
Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.);
Alexandria Murphy, a student at
Bridgewater (Va.) College; and Nan
Erbaugh, an ordained Church of the
Brethren minister and treasurer of the
Global Women's Project from West
Alexandria, Ohio.-Jeanne Jacoby Smith

Champaign congregation
prays for the local police
After Champaign (Ill.) Church of the
Brethren finished a reassessment of its
ministry, the first priority of the congregation turned out to be working with
the local police department. Late last
summer the congregation started praying for the officers of the police department every Sunday.
As officers drove by the church or the
homes of members, they were flagged
down and asked their names. They were
told the church was praying for them
every Sunday. The pastor met with the
chief of police, who did not know about
the prayers. Each contact has been very
positive. The officers and the chief were
stunned that someone would pray for
them; they were thankful, and they each
and all asked the church to continue.
The Champaign congregation regards
the prayers as the first step ~n their
work with the police department. The
next step is to encourage the police to
interact with the children in the neighborhood in a non-threatening manner.
The ultimate goal is to get the police
department more responsive to the
needs in the urban neighborhood.
The church is trying to position itself
to be the center, or hub, of the neighborhood's activities, in essence to be
the agent of change.-Cynthia Taylor

LANDMARKS & LAURELS
• Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren (Floyd, Va.) will hold a mortgage burning service on July 26.
• Troy (Ohio) Church of the Brethren celebrated its 100th anniversary on June 13.
• Peru (Ind.) Church of the Brethren celebrated its 100th anniversary on May 17.
• Bremen (Ind.) Church of the Brethren broke ground for a new 11,500-square foot building on the southeast edge of
town on March 15.
• Glendale (Calif.) Church of the Brethren, nearly closed two years ago after shrinking to 17 members, celebrated its
newly restored sanctuary on April 26 with 90-plus members and visitors attending. Several former pastors participated. The
event also coincided with the 80th anniversary of the congregation, which was assisted by the district's renewal program.
• Jody Gerut, who was featured in the May issue (p. 13) as a San Diego Padres outfielder with Brethren connections,
was traded to the Milwaukee Brewers in mid-May.
• Chuck Riedesel of Holmesville (Neb.) Church of the Brethren, who teaches computer science and engineering at the
University of Nebraska in Lincoln, won the James A. Griesen 2009 Chancellor's Award for Exemplary Service to Students.
• Pamela H. Brubaker, a Church of the Brethren member and professor of religion at California Lutheran University, has
been invited to serve on the World Council of Churches' Advisory Group for Economic Matters. The first meeting of the
group was held in Geneva, Switzerland, May 14-16.
• Church of the Brethren member Jordan Blevins, serving on the staff of the National Council of Churches Eco-Justice
office in Washington, D.C., was invited to speak at a Preaching Peace conference June 3-4 near Philadelphia. The event
focused on using the Bible as a book of peace. Blevins was one of six presenters; others included Tony Campolo and
Walter Wink.
• Mary Goetzke, a resident of Fahrney-Keedy Home and Village in Boonsboro, Md., celebrated her 102nd birthday on
April 7. Asked how she feels to be 102, Goetzke said, "That's what they say, but I don't feel any different."
• Marie Aldridge of Cerro Gordo (Ill.) Church of the Brethren marked her 100th birthday on May 10.
• McPherson (Kan.) College alumni Jay and Amy Warner were named Farm
Family of the Year by the McPherson County Extension Office. Jay Warner is deacon
and treasurer at Monitor (Kan.) Church of the Brethren.
• The Brethren Home Community (New Oxford, Pa.) volunteer Romaine
A......,r•~7.'::0.~:":~1
Nitchman received the Volunteer of the Year individual award for 2009 from the
PANPHA senior services association. She was officially recognized June 25.
• A small Brethren delegation traveled to Angola in May to help celebrate the
ing_Summ.r_2009_Coialog
125th anniversary of lgreja Evangelica Congregacional em Angola (Evangelical
Congregational Church in Angola), a partner for development work supported by
Brethren Disaster Ministries. SHAREcircle, based in Evanston, 111., also has been a
development partner and organized the delegation that included Roy Winter, executive director of Brethren Disaster Ministries, and Dale Minnich of the Church of the
Brethren Mission and Ministry Board.
• SERRV, which began as a Church of the Brethren program, has received the
inaugural award for "Outstanding Service to the Fair Trade Community" from the
Fair Trade Federation (FTF). " The Fair Trade Federation could think of no better
organization to honor with its first Award for Service to the Fair Trade Community
oc:~
than SERRV," a re lease said. "Their tireless commitment to artisans and farmers
............
........
over the last 60 years, as well as their numerous contributions to the broader Fair
Trade movement, are a great example to new and established Fair Trade
Organizations alike."

BRRY

REMEMBERED
• Roger Ingold, former mission worker in Nigeria, passed away May 11. He served on the denominational staff for 23
years beginning in 1960, when he started as a teacher at Waka Schools in Nigeria, then quickly succeeded mission pioneer
Stover Kulp as Nigeria field secretary with responsibility for the entire Brethren mission in Nigeria. He helped usher the
mission through indigenization over succeeding years, when institutions and mission work were turned over to Ekklesiyar
Yan'uwa a Nigeria (Church of the Brethren in Nigeria). He later was seconded for 10 months to the Christian Council of
Nigeria to work with its Relief and Rehabilitation Commission. Later, his staff role was enlarged to become World Ministries
representative for Africa, and for an interim period he added Asia to his portfolio. From 1975 to 1983 he returned to the
United States and continued to serve as Africa representative, guiding the church's work in Nigeria and Niger, and helping
begin a Lafiya-type health program in Sudan. He was a graduate of Manchester College. A memorial service was held May
30 at Spring Creek Church of the Brethren in Hershey, Pa.
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A welcome
place for service
l

n Hebrews 13:2 we are advised, "Do not neglect to
show hospitality to strangers, for by this some
have entertained angels without knowing it." We will
never really know if we have entertained angels at the
Brethren Service Center, but when I
look at the amazing impact on the
world by the visitors, volunteers,
and employees who have passed
through New Windsor, Md., it
would not surprise me.
In 1944 the Church of the
Brethren purchased the campus of
Blue Ridge College as a service center. Volunteers were welcomed with
food, lodging, and meaningful work
as material resources were prepared for shipment to war-torn Europe.
Before long men who were part of Civilian Public Service
{CPS) arrived and were housed while working on local projects. Many seagoing cowboys from Heifer lnternational's
early days stayed in New Windsor, helping out while await-

Center extend a cordial welcome to thousands of guests,
both local and international. Some groups and churches
come to make a joyful noise, and their voices are lifted in
God's praise; others come for quiet contemplation. In the
first half of 2009 the New Windsor Conference Center hosted
the Church of the Brethren Mission & Ministry Board, On
Earth Peace's board, and the SERRV Board of Directors.
Other ministries on campus also extend hospitality.
Visitors include IMA World Health Africa program staff, as
well as artisans from around the world who come to
SERRV. Participants in meetings and workshops related to
peace education and reconciliation have been hosted by On
Earth Peace.
Brethren Disaster Ministries quietly plans the denomination's response to disasters, with training events and coordinating volunteers. Who could not have felt the presence
of angels on a rainy morning in September 2001 as
Children's Disaster Services volunteers gathered at the
Brethren Service Center to begin a caravan journey to New
York City to care for children of families impacted by the
events of 9/11?

WE WILL NEVER REALLY KNOW IF WE HAVE ENTERTAINED ANGELS AT THE
BRETHREN SERVICE CENTER, BUT WHEN I LOOK AT THE AMAZING IMPACT ON THE
WORLD BY THE VISITORS, VOLUNTEERS, AND EMPLOYEES WHO HAVE PASSED
THROUGH NEW WINDSOR, MD., IT WOULD NOT SURPRISE ME.
ing assignments to ships carrying cattle to replenish herds
following World War II. Brethren Volunteer Service {BVS)
was established in 1948. Once again the Brethren Service
Center played a key ro le as the location for training BVS
units. Over the years, many of those who served in BVS,
CPS, and as seagoing cowboys have been welcomed back to
New Windsor for reunions, giving us a window on the past.
In the 1950's began an ongoing influx of refugees who
started a new life of peace and safety in buildings that had
once housed students. I have been blessed with the opportunity to listen firsthand to stories by adults who as
refugee children came to a wondrous place called New
Windsor where there was plenty to eat, a comfortable bed,
and warm clothing.
Hospitality is most visible when the employees and volunteer hosts and hostesses at the New Windsor Conference
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Each year energy and laughter of Church of the Brethren
youth fill the air as workcampers volunteer with SERRV,
Material Resources, and Buildings & Grounds. This summer
we will have three workcamps on campus with an opportunity to help nu_rture seeds of service planted by trris ministry.
Young or old, actively engaged in a service ministry or
still search i'ng, everyone who comes here will be welcomed
with a warm smile or a friendly wave. And just in case, I will
offer to give them a tour of the Brethren Service Center,
angels or not. li!

Kathleen Campanel la is the director of Pa rtner and Public Relations at the Brethren
Service Center in New Windsor, Md.
EDITOR'S NOTE: This year marks th e 65th anniversary of the Brethren
Service Center. It is located in Carroll County, Md., northwest of Baltimore.

QUOTEWORTHV

CULTUREVIEW

'' Whenever vve
1
vvake up,' it is
grace.''
- Sister Helen Prejean, a Catholic nun and advocate against the death
penalty. speaking at the 2009 Associated Church Press convention

"Church unity is like riding a bicycle. We will
fall unless we go forward."
-Korean missiologist Wonsuk Ma, speaking at the Global
Christian Forum in Limuru, Kenya (WCC News)

"In these economic times, we can't be so
into church business that we forget what
our business is, and that is to help people."
-Toby Slough, pastor of Cross limbers Community Church in Argyle,
Texas, in an interview with CNN television affiliate KDAF in Dallas-Forth
Worth. This spring the church has given out $500,000 to struggling members and non-members.

"We so often presume that doing the right
thing is going to be a drag, whether it's
eating food that's better for our bodies or
making changes in our lives that will help
preserve the environment."
- author Barbara Kingsolver, in an interview with Heifer lnternationars
World Ark magazine about her book Animal, Vegetable, Miracle

"We must find a way to reconcile our evershrinking world with its ever-growing
diversity-diversity of thought, of culture,
and of belief. In short, we must find a way to
live together as one human family."
-President Barack Obama, in his commencement
address at Notre Dame University

"There is evidence of a moral drift under
fear of terrorism, and we must have the goal
of establishing moral objection to torture."
--Or. David Gushee. President of Evangelicals for Human Rights,
speaking on a National Religious Campaign Against
Torture conference call this spring

"The tendency to speak too quickly, and not
fully listening-those sins happen on both
sides; it's not just the institutional church."
-Phil Kniss, pastor of Park View Mennonite Church in Harrisonburg, Va.,
and author of an essay in Stumbling Toward a Genuine Conversation on

• A recent Ellison Research survey says the most common definitions "often don't tell a complete story about how
Americans attend religious
worship services." The survey
showed that 40 percent of the
"unchurched" do not entirely
stay away from worship services, and 37 percent of "churched"
Americans do not make it to religious services every week, even
though they consider themselves
regular attenders.
• An invitation from a family
member or friend is the most
effective way to get people
to attend church, a new
LifeWay Research survey shows.
A majority of respondents, 67
percent, said an invitation from a
family member was either somewhat or very effective. Likewise,
63 percent said an invitation
from a friend or neighbor was
effective. Other approachesfrom broadcast commercials to
information packets left on doorknobs- are far less effective,
according to the survey.
• More than 2,000 women delegates came to New York from
around the world to participate
in the 53rd session of the United
Nations Commission on the
Status of Women annual

meeting March 2-13 at the UN
headquarters. The 2009 session
focused on the equal sharing of
responsibilities between women
and men, including caregiving in
the context of HIV/AIDS.
• Responding to an overall
decline in mission support
funds, the Church Council of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America (ELCA) reduced the
churchwide organization's current fund spending authorization
for 2009 by $5.6 million to $76.8
million. Its action, taken without
comment, resulted in elimination of a number of churchwide
staff positions and vacant positions, and affected churchwide
ministries. The council also
reduced the 2009 World Hunger
Appeal spending authorization
by $1.9 million to $18.7 million.
• Mennonite Central
Committee (MCC) is considering major organizational
changes in order to work more
closely with Anabaptist churches around the world in peacebuilding, development, and
relief. Its "New Wine/New
Wineskins" process has creat ed
recommendations for a new
vision, organizational structure, and global service
forum.

JUST FOR FUN: MATCHING
POSTMARKS Match the agency or organization on the left with
the state (or district) where its main headquarters office is located,
on the right. Answers are printed below.
1. Heifer International
2. SERRV International
3. Church World Service
4. Habitat for Humanity
5. Trees for Life
6. Christian Peacemaker Teams
7. IMA World Health
8. Bread for the World

a. Georgia
b. Maryland
c. Arkansas
d. District of Columbia
e. Wisconsin
f. Kansas
g. New York
h. Illinois

Homosexuality. He was speaking with Mennonite Weekly Review about
the debate over homosexuality.
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The impossible dream
HOW THE HEIFER PROJECT CAME TO BE
by Peggy Reiff Miller

A

Mennon;t.e seago;ng cowboy once asked me, "What
was there about the Heifer Project that kept it going? How did
it become such a success story? Why didn't it just die out?"
After several years of research on the beginnings of the Heifer
Project (now Heifer International) and the seagoing cowboys, I offer
this response.

LEARN MORE
Peggy Reiff Miller, author of this article,
has created a DVD about Heifer's early
years titled A Tribute to the Seagoing
Cowboys. It is available from Brethren
Press (800-441-3712 or www.brethrenpress.com) for $12.95 plus shipping
and handling. Various other video and
print resources are available. See
www.seagoingcowboys.com/
resources_dvdresources.html for more
information.

The idea
The Heifer Project began with a simple, but dynamic idea: to send "a
cow, not a cup" of milk to people in need. As Northern Indiana
churchman Dan West told it in September 1945, "The idea came out
of a conversation in Murcia, Spain, in January 1938." Sent to Spain
by the Church of the Brethren during the Spanish Civil War, West
assisted Quakers and Mennonites in providing relief supplies to victims on both sides of the conflict.
Small bottles of reconstituted powdered milk from Holland were
given to the babies on the approved list. "A baby which did not gain
in weight was taken off the list to die," West said. "The milk supply
was too small and too uncertain and the food value of the gift from
overseas always ended there. Why not bring cows over also so that
more children are fed and the people are able to help themselves?
The grass grows there, too, when it rains."
West noted that officials in the US Department of Agriculture
thought it "a practicable idea," with one expert urging, "Don't send
overseas any cows giving milk. The trip will be too hard on them .
Better ship heifers a few months before they come fresh; you get two
animals there that way." Thus heifers instead of cows. The added
requirement that a recipient of a heifer give her first female offspring
to another family in need-thereby "passing on the gift"-became
the true genius of the Heifer Project.
A simple idea, but not a simple undertaking. The obstacles to raising
heifers, getting them to collection points in good health and in just the

The crew of the SS Lindenwood Victory
poses on the shore at Shanghai after
delivering a load of 713 Heifer Project
animals to China.

right state of pregnancy, and acquiring and financing shipping
during wartime made it an overwhelming proposition-especially for a denomination as small as the Church of the Brethren.
That's probably why it took a good four years from the conception of West's idea in early 1938 until June 1942 for the
first Heifer Project Committee to be formed by the Brethren
Men's Work of Northern Indiana. Six months later, the
Brethren Service Committee adopted a denomination-wide
Heifer Project plan. The idealists had finally won out over the
realists, who had called it an "impossible dream."
Leadership
The second element of Heifer Project's success was leadership. As Brethren historian Don Durnbaugh has suggested in
his book Pragmatic Prophet, three Brethren mavericks formed
a tripod of strength on which the Heifer Project was built:
• Dan West, of course, was the visionary, the idea man, the
dreamer;
• M .R. Zigler, executive of the Brethren Service Committee,
was the great salesman and promoter, the P.R. man, the CEO
with connections;
• Benjamin Bushong, executive of the Heifer Project, was the
able administrator, the nuts-and-bolts man, the man able to
accomplish the unaccomplishable.
Three distinct personalities, all of them mavericks-"movers
and shakers" who would rather ask forgiveness than permission-these were the kind of people it took to get such an
obstacle-laden idea into fruition.

Grassroots support
Tireless and persistent, West shared and discussed his idea wherever people would listen:
with a group of farmers under a silver maple
tree at the George Weybright farm, around
tables in church basements, in the halls of the
US Department of Agriculture. One drop at a
time, the wave was created for a groundswell of activity.
People stepped forward to volunteer time, resources, and talents. The newly created Brethren Service Committee first gave
ear to the idea in December 1941. Oral history has it that when
the first Heifer Project Committee was named in Northern Indiana
the next spring, Virgil Mock stepped forward and offered the first
calf, named "Faith." O.W. Stine offered his farm and feed and his
teenage son, Claire, to care for her and served as vice chairman of
the Committee, with Leland S. Brubaker as chairman.
By design, the movement was grassroots
in nature, with local committees doing the
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work. From Indiana, interest spread to
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Ohio and then all across the country.
Farmers began raising heifers while World
War II was still raging and before any
means of shipping was available.
The Brethren Service Committee
sought a Civilian Public Service (CPS)
worker to se rve as administrator for the
Heifer Project. The position was
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and Marvin Senger stepped into the job
in the summer of 1943. Based in
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Nappanee, Ind., he oversaw the collecet,,;,,,10.
tion at the Nappanee Stockyards of the
first heifers to be shipped and their
transport to Mobile, Ala. A young Ohio churchman, Wayne
Hostetler, volunteered to tend the heifers on board ship. Sixty-
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A SIMPLE IDEA, BUT NOT A SIMPLE UNDERTAKING. THE OBSTACLES TO
RAISING HEIFERS, GETTING THEM TO COLLECTION POINTS IN GOOD HEALTH AND
IN JUST THE RIGHT STATE OF PREGNANCY, AND ACQUIRING AND FINANCING
SHIPPING DURING WARTIME MADE IT AN OVERWHELMING PROPOSITIONESPECIALLY FOR A DENOMINATION AS SMALL AS THE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN.
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five years ago, on July 14, 1944, the Heifer Project became a
reality when this first group of heifers departed from Mobile
for Puerto Rico.
After shipping to Europe became possible in 1945, Roger
Roop volunteered a portion of his farm in Union Bridge,
Md., for a collection point to prepare heifers for shipping
from the nearby port of Baltimore. In the meantime, Marvin
Senger had been reassigned by CPS. Bushong then stepped
into the role of the first salaried executive of the Heifer
Project, and the base moved to the Brethren Service Center
in New Windsor, Md.
Many others, too numerous to name, gave generously to
the project: through contributing endless hours in committee meetings, raising heifers, transporting heifers across the
country, and raising the money to pay for it all. The life lines
of countless volunteers wove their way through the fertile
soil of a simple-but-dynamic idea to form solid ground upon
which the Heifer Project would grow.

Ecumenical support
A Heifer Project news release noted in May 1944, "As ...
information gets around we soon found other churches and
organizations inquiring about this project. We welcomed
their cooperation .... As one man said, 'this is religion right
down to earth where you can milk it.' "
Such a practical project appealed to a broad spectrum of
church and civic organizations. In fact, the Brethren Service
Committee intended for the program to be ecumenical from
the very start. When the Heifer Project plan was approved
by the Brethren Service Committee in January 1943, it stated, "It is understood that people of other churches in the
community may be invited to join this movement."

Bob Zigler, son of M.R. Zigler and head of the
cowboy recruitment program in 1946, works at
his desk on the left. Carol Stine, secretary to
Benjamin Bushong and daughter of 0. W Stine
(who raised Faith, the first heifer), interviews a
prospective cowboy at her desk on the right.

By July, the Heifer Project Committee
voted to maintain contact with the Friends,
Mennonites, Methodists, United Brethren,
Lutherans, Fellowship of Reconciliation, and
the Catholics. In September, the Fellowship
of Reconciliation was the first group to formally endorse the project and was invited to
send a representative to attend the Heifer
Project Committee meetings. The committee
approved a policy to "attempt fullest cooperation with every
group in the project and avoid domination." Other groups
joined over time, giving the Heifer Project a strength far
beyond what a small denomination like the Church of the
Brethren could have had on its own.

The 'Seagoing Cowboys'
With the end of the war on the European front in May 1945,
shipping to Europe became possible. The Heifer Project had
plenty of heifers ready, but no ships. Another organization
created by 44 nations in December 1943-the United
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA)had ships, but no cattle tenders for their planned shipments
of livestock. UNRRA knew the Brethren had successfully
shipped heifers to Puerto Rico. With most available manpower either in the military service or the defense industry,
UNRRA believed the mostly rural denomination of the
Church of the Brethren could supply enough men with farm
deferments to get the program going.
Zigler and Bushong brokered the agreement with UNRRA
that the Brethren Service Committee would provide UNRRA
with all of the cattle attendants for what became 360 trips,
and that in return UNRRA would ship the Brethren heifers
free of charge.
From June 24, 1945, into the early months of 1947, more
than 7,000 men and boys from all over the United States
and Canada traveled the oceans tending horses, heifers, and
mules, with occasional chicks, sheep, and rabbits. Dubbed
"seagoing cowboys," these men were some of the first civilians to get into Europe after the war.
Once in port and their work done, they took in the sights. In
Poland and Germany, especially, they walked streets littered

DEFINITIONS
heifer (HEF-urh) n. - a young cow that has not borne a calf ( Webster's New World Dictionary)
n. - a cow not yet (Dan West)
project (PRAH-jekt) n. - an organized undertaking ( Webster's New World Dictionary)
Heifer Project (HEF-urh PRAH-jekt) n. - an organized undertaking to send donated heifers to people in need, conceived
by Dan West in January 1938, begun by the Northern Indiana Brethren Mens' Work in April 1942, brought to fruition
with first shipment to Puerto Rico in July 1944.
Messenger July/August 2009

Puerto Rican officials pose with
"Faith," the first heifer to be donated
to the Heifer Project, July 1944.

FIRST
SHIPMENT: 1944
June 7 Eighteen heifers were collected at Nappanee (Ind.) Stockyards: 15
Guernseys, 2 Jerseys, 1 Milking
Shorthorn
June 12 Marvin Senger and heifers
left Nappanee on train. Stopped twice for
water.
June 16 Marvin and heifers arrived
in Mobile, Ala.
June 16 Heifer #1328 birthed bull
calf. Heifer #1328 got sick and was left
behind at Brethren farm of Mr. Patcher to
recuperate. Senger reported calf went on
to Puerto Rico, but records are not clear
on this.
June 26 Wayne Hostetler of Orrville,
Ohio, arrived in Mobile at his own expense
to accompany heifers to Puerto Rico.
June 26 Intended ship Liberty Gia

was switched for War Department purposes, causing delay.
July 1 New ship William D. Bloxham
arrived for loading. Fuel tank leak caused
further delay.
July 6 Hostetler joined ship's crew as
a seaman with cattleman rating and
salary of 1¢ per month.
July 13 Seventeen heifers were
loaded onto William D. Bloxham and
housed in sheds behind officers' quarters.
July 14 William D. Bloxham left
Mobile at 2:30 a.m. Several days later,
the ship joined a convoy of eight merchant ships and four escort ships at
Guantanamo. En route, Heifer #1 (Faith)

with the remains of bombed buildings, smelling the stench of
still -smoldering bodies beneath the rubble. They stepped over
unburied bodies on battlefields, witnessed people emerging
from shelter in the rubble, and listened to accounts of atrocities told by the survivors. The cowboys came home telling stories of war devastation and people in desperate need to their
churches, schools, friends, and newspapers. Their testimony
fueled the support for many relief programs and helped Heifer
Project survive a critical juncture in its early life.
UNRRA disbanded at the end of 1946, with some projects
carrying into 1947. After two short years of partnershipwith 4,000 Brethren heifers having been sent to France,
Belgium, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Italy, Greece, China, and
Ethiopia- the Heifer Project found itself once again without
ships. They could easily at that point have blessed what they
had done and terminated the program. But the momentum
created by the stories of the seagoing cowboys fueling
strong grassroots support would not let the program die.

•

•

•

The Heifer Project lived through more critical junctures in the
years that followed. Many more people deserve recognition
for the roles they played in its first decade, including John D.
Metzler Sr. in Nappanee and New Windsor; and Eldon Burke,
John Eberly, and Thurl Metzger in Europe. In 1951, Metzger
became executive director and led the Heifer Project through

gave birth to a heifer calf, Heifer #1314
gave birth to a bull calf, Heifer #1326 died
after premature birth of dead calf.
July 22 William D. Bloxham arrived
in San Juan, Puerto Rico, at 5 a.m.
Sixteen heifers and two (possibly three)
calves were unloaded by 5:30 p.m. and
distributed to needy families in four
counties by the Farm Security
Administration.
Aug. 21 Hostetler reported: "The
receivers are proud of the heifers. 'Faith'
is close to ocean front, in a suburban
'colony.' She has plenty of pasture, shelter, and a barrel for feed. Her heifer calf
was kept in a one-room house with the
family and carried out at feeding time."

its incorporation in 1953. His leadership over the next two
decades helped shape Heifer Project Inc. into one of the most
effective development organizations in the world.
In his September 1945 account, Dan West wrote, "The
movement is basically a religious one in purpose. It is one
expression of a deep desire to save the bodies, minds, and
souls of the needy children and mothers anywhere in this
groping world, a service to 'the least of these'-in the
Master's name." This firm faith foundation carried the Heifer
Project through its shaky beginning decade and into the
decades that followed.
Independent of the Church of the Brethren since its incorporation in 1953, the Heifer Project has evolved into today's
award-winning Heifer International: a massive, model development organization that transforms individuals and communities all around the world one animal at a time. And it all started with a simple, dynamic idea that came to fruition with the
shipment of that first load of heifers to Puerto Rico on July 14,
1944, through the untiring work of countless dedicated people .
Happy 65th anniversary, Heifer International-and
many more! ll!

Peggy Reiff Miller lives and w rites in Milford, Ind . She has just completed a five-state
tour honoring living seagoing cow boys, and she is working on a nonfiction book
about the seago ing cowboys and a historica l novel. She has a website at
www.seagoingcowboys.com.
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'COMPASSION ·1s

by Karen Doss Bowman

CONTAGIOUS'
SPECIAL GRANT PROGRAM HELPS BRETHREN
CONGREGATIONS AID THE HUNGRY
ing in a nation of privilege and wealth, it's easy
r many of us to forget that hungry people live in
our neighborhoods. But in Elkhart County, Ind.,
where unemployment reached a staggering rate of nearly 20
percent in the early months of 2009, folks understand that
many of their neighbors are struggling to make ends meet.
That's why 11 Brethren congregations in that county rallied
to participate in the denomination's Domestic Hunger
Matching Grant project, giving them an opportunity to maximize their contributions to the hungry in their community.
"It seemed like a no-brainer to help, especially in this time
when there was such a tremendous local need; it was easy
to get a response from the congregation," says Bev Weaver,
pastor of Goshen City Church of the Brethren, where several
members have been laid off from jobs or have had their
work hours reduced. "We hope to inspire others [to do the
same] ... There are people who get cynical about
Christians. This is a way that says because of our faith we
want to do something, and this is one thing that we're doing
in the name of Jesus."
The matching grant project, funded by the Church of the

St. Joseph Community Food Bank director Bob Sidor spends
time with young helpers Kassidy Ward and Mackay/a
Spearman from Onekama (Mich.) Church of the Brethren,

which donated $1,000 to the food bank with the help of the
denomination's Domestic Hunger Matching Grant program.

Messenge r July/August 2009

Brethren's Global Food Crisis Fund and the Emergency
Disaster Fund, promised to match up to $500 for any monetary gift made by congregations to local food banks or soup
kitchens in early 2009. The 11 churches in Elkhart County, for
example, gave donations that-along with the denomination's contribution-added up to more than $10,000 for nine
different local agencies. That has potential for a huge impact
in just one struggling community.
"It was great [to receive the gifts], and it's been amazing to
watch people continue to donate and try to help those needing assistance," says Ed Swartley, executive director of The
Window, a food pantry and community kitchen in Goshen
that serves 300 families each month. He says the organization received $1,425 total from the Goshen City congregation
and the denomination. "That goes a long way," he says. "If
an average family spends $100 a week on groceries, that's
about 14 families that are served."
According to Howard Royer, manager of the Global Food
Crisis Fund, the planners anticipated that about 100 churches
would respond to the 10-week challenge. Instead, 357

churches responded-raising funds that ranged from $24 to
$3,200. Combined with the matching contributions from the
denomination, the net result was $336,000 in g ifts to food
banks and soup kitchens throughout the United States.
"It's who we are in terms of our concern for people who
live on the ma rgins that is key," Royer says. "It sets an
example in our communities of what other churches can do
as well. Compassion is contagious, and I think to be paceset- .
ters in something like this is a neat way for Brethren to leverage their resources."
Brethren congregations from coast to coast participated in
the project, raising funds through various methods, including
collecting special offerings and taking the money out of outreach funds. Members of Sebring (Fla.) Church of the
Brethren, for example, turned their loose change into a
$1,000 donation to the Sebring-area New Testament Mission
feeding program. The congregation's "Dime Parade" generated a collection of $569 in coins within three weeks.
"It was delightful to watch because anyone from age 1 to
91 could be involved," said Joan Bohrer, vice chair of
Sebring's witness commission . "Everyone brought all of the
pennies [and other change) they've been saving for years ."
The Mount Morris congregation in Illinois collected more
than $900 in a special offering for the church's Loaves and Fish
food pantry, which distributes about 2,000 pounds of food
each week, accord ing to pantry manager Vernon Showalter.
With more than 30 volunteers each week, the pantry staff is
making efforts to educate the impoverished families they
serve about nutrition and how to prepare healthy mea ls.
Additionally, the church sponsors a community garden to help
participants learn or refine their growing skills while learning
to appreciate the health benefits of eating fresh produce .
Another lesson gleaned from t he matching gift project: It
doesn't take a large congregation to make a huge impact. The
first congregation to submit its application for the matching
gift was Whitestone Church of the Brethren in Tonasket,
Wash. Though the congregation's recorded membership is
less than 30, according to th e denomination's Yearbook,
members raised $600 for the matching grant project. That
translated into an $1,100 gift for the Tonasket Food Bank.
While most of the projects of the Global Food Crisis Fund
are based in developing nations, where hunger and starvation
are well documented, Royer says the program considered
how to respond effectively and appropriately to the increasing
poverty in the United States. This project gave churches a
way to mount a compassionate response on a local level-to
help the people they know personally who are struggling during this time of severe economic downturn in the US.
"I think it was a situation where churches felt they could
partic ipate at a level that allowed them to see the results,"
says Eddie Edmonds, chair of the denomination's Mission
an d Mi nistry Board and pastor of Moler Avenue Church of
th e Brethren in Martinsburg, W .Va . " It's often hard for people
in t he pews to grasp a project on a global basis, where we
send relief money to the Third World or t o [the site of) a natural disaster. It's much easier for them to relate to their local

food pantry that's helping in their communit y."
For many congregations, this project was just a boost to
continu ing efforts to alleviate the effects of hunger in their
communities. At Lancaster (Pa .) Church of the Brethren, for
example, the cong regation has a Hunger and Poverty Team
that makes year-round efforts, such as collecting school supplies for homeless children and delivering food once a
month to residents of subsidized housing .
Edmonds and Royer hope the matching gift project will inspire
other congregations to make similar, ongoing efforts to serve the
needy people in their communities and throughout the world as
a response to Christ's call to serve "the least of these."
"Our hope," Edmonds says, "is that this project will foster
the relationships of congregations to their local food banks,
that it will raise awareness in the communities of the great
need t hat is there in our own neighborhoods, and that it will
sensitize congregations to the continuing plight around the
world of global hunger-so that the next time those global
food Sundays come along, people will be generous in their
support of that ministry." ll!

Ka ren Doss Bowma n is a freelance w riter based in Bridgewater, Va. She is a member
of Sunrise Church of the Brethren in Harrisonburg.
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ECONOMIC SURVIVAL
IS A SHARED STORY
IMMIGRATION ISSUES REQUIRE CHURCH'S ATTENTION
by Jill Loomis, Phil Jones, and Brian Case

a

n returning from an 11-day Faith Expedition to
Mexico's Chiapas state, those who participated
were even more convinced of the truth in the words of
Manuel Gonzalez, "They're God's children, too" (January
2009 MESSENGER, p. 6).
After spending time exploring the culture and people of
this southernmost region of Mexico, there was no doubt that
these are our sisters and our brothers in every respect. What
is less clear is how we can ever reach forgiveness and understanding from our sisters and brothers, or from our God, for
how we, even unknowingly, are treating one another.

Economic recovery and stability has been the driving interest of our nation since late 2008. This has been the desperate
need of our neighbors to the south for generations. Our
nation's economic policies and our individual decisions to
live a comparatively abundant lifestyle are direct contributors
not only to our spiral of economic collapse but also, perhaps
even moreso, to the economic and potential political collapse
of Mexico and other developing nations.
It was difficult to sit through lectures and conferences
with development programs such as the Economic and
Social Development of Indigenous Mexicans Center and the

THESE BROTHERS AND SISTERS SHARE IN OUR STORY OF
ECONOMIC SURVIVAL AND STABILITY. OUR CHOICES, AND
THEIRS, AFFECT US ALL.

Jill Loomis

Even with some positive
steps that have been taken,
coffee growers in southern
Mexico receive less than $6
per day for their work.

Center for Economic and Political
Research and Community Action
and hear stories of how our
nation has chosen to enact policies such as the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
with little consideration of the
impact they have on people and
communities across Mexico.
True, such policies are given consideration by our government in regard to the benefit they have for our economic stability, first and foremost. This very mentality of foreign and
economic policy could be, and should be, debated by our faith
communities. But beyond that, does such policy really benefit
America's economic goals?
We heard countless stories from the Mexican people and
communities we visited that gave great understanding of how
NAFTA has devastated their personal and local economic stability and livelihood. In the village of Chavajebal we were hosted by a struggling coffee-growing community that has been
striving to maintain its communal and indigenous way of life.
In each home we visited we were reminded of the many sons
and daughters who have been forced by economic challenges
to leave their native homes in search of work in other communities, often in the United States. The sons and daughters who
would have normally been called upon for the work of the
region's indigenous farms and agriculture production could no
longer be sustained on the increasingly smaller plots of land
left to them by the explosion of corporate plantations.
Many US small farmers are experiencing the same struggle,
certainly within our own Brethren family farms. Corporate
farming, brought about by farm subsidies and agri-business
enterprise, is slowly forcing out the small, self-sustaining
farms of our local communities. These corporate farms often
hire cheap immigrant labor to work their fields and milk their
cows and feed their hogs and harvest their crops, and thus our
shared story becomes more intrinsically intertwined.
One way we work at this is through the denomination's support of fair trade. If a native Mexican cafetero (coffee producer)

can find a market that pays a fair
and sustainable wage for the
export of his or her product, then
immigration in search of higher
wages is less attractive.
We struggled, though, as we
realized that even with these specific, intentional goals local farmers still struggle to survive on the
less-than-$6 per day they receive for their coffee harvest. John
Will, a United Church of Christ minister and delegation member, noted in his reflection on the trip:
"For growing and tending the trees, for harvesting the crop,
for processing the fruits to beans, for getting the beans to market, we were shocked to learn that, on the average, only 11
cents of the retail coffee dollar makes its way down the chain
to the actual producer. Moreover, lack of marketing ability
(being forced to sell at a set price to the large landowner/grower), poor infrastructure (impeding easy transport to market), the
wildly fluctuating price of coffee on the world market, and centuries of economic and political repression (creating a feeling
of powerlessness to do anything about any of the above), all
add to the woes of the small, independent grower."
Such dynamics lead to massive immigration, a search for
survival. The Church of the Brethren has been clear in its consideration of immigration, adopting its most comprehensive
statement in 1982. This statement offers confession and

The village of Actea/ spreads out across the
rolling hills of Chiapas state in Mexico.
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IN EACH HOME WE VISITED WE WERE REMINDED OF THE
MANY SONS AND DAUGHTERS WHO HAVE BEEN FORCED
BY ECONOMIC CHALLENGES TO LEAVE THEIR NATIVE HOMES
IN SEARCH OF WORK IN OTHER COMMUNITIES, OFTEN IN
THE UNITED STATES.
recognition: "We recognize that God's call goes beyond
feelings do matter. It gave us a sense of the massive
mere justice secured by the government, and our tradiamount of work that needs to be done in regards to
tional role as a Church of the Brethren has been to proimmigration legislation and trade policy. More than
mote a neighborly spirit in the community both individuthat, it gave us a clear understanding of the amount of
ally and through our congregations . . .. Our brother and
work that must be done in relation to our own undersister immigrants are reminders of who we are and
standing of immigrant populations in our own commuwhom we serve."
nities. These people from another land who harvest our
This Faith Expedition was an attempt to live out this
crops, clean our homes and our hotel rooms, mow our
call from the church and our call as people of Jesus. In
lawns and dig our ditches, must be embraced in God's
the New Testament the protection for the immig rantunconditional love. These brothers and sisters share in
refugee is very real, espeour story of economic surBrian Case
cially in the book of
vival and stability. Our
Hebrews. A great cloud of
choices, and theirs,
witnesses is offered as the
affect us all.
image and shape of the pilFather Joel, a Catholic
grim community of Godpriest who has lived in the
strangers, sojourners, and
Chiapas region for over 38
exiles always on the move
years, shared these words
(Hebrews 11 ). It is Hebrews,
that closely echo our church
also, that provides the best
statement of 2006:
text of hospitality:
"We must move as the
"Continue to love each
church within a new social
other like brothers and sismodel, even though we live
ters, and remember always
in the midst of the old
to welcome strangers. For
model. We must decide:
by so doing, some have
Where does the church
entertained angels without
stand? All the rest of socieCoffee grows in a field in Mexico's Chiapas state.
knowing it" (Heb. 13:2).
ty (education, culture,
In 2006 the Church of the
means of communication) are
Brethren issued a pastoral letter concerning immigration
dependent on the current economic system. The comand its effects in our Brethren communities. In part it
mandment to love God and neighbor is the only law.
said: "In the midst of debating economic and political
The whole system should be structured to serve the
issues, we who follow Jesus are called to speak out on
person.
behalf of those who live, work, worship, and reside
"The place to start is with the dignity of the person.
among us without legal protections. More than that, we
We can grow only through our interaction with other
are to love them. We are to help make sure that they are
people, how we treat them, so that we can grow
able to feed their families. When they are threatened,
together." li!
forced to relocate, or living in fear, we are called to stand
Jill Loomis and Phil Jones attend University Baptist Brethren Church in
with them and advocate for them. Our feelings and our
State Coll ege, Pa. Brian Case is a member of Mechanicsburg (Pa.) Church
actions matter greatly-both to them and to God."
of the Brethren. A ll three took part in the Chiapas fa ith expeditio n in
We clearly discerned in our time with our Mexican
Ja nuary; Jones , forme r director of the Brethren W itness/Washington
Office, helped to organ ize the trip .
brothers and sisters that indeed our actions and our
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A LONG-RUNNING

RECOVERY MINISTRY
BRETHREN WORK IN ST. BERNARD PARISH
IS WELL INTO THIRD VEAR
by Walt Wiltschek

A

mong New Orleans' many monikers is "The
City that Care Forgot," a testament to its carefree and free-wheeling spirit. These days, many residents
of the city and its surrounding regions just hope it doesn't become "The City that Everyone Forgot."
Walk through the famous French Quarter or the wellheeled Garden District, and there is no hint that Hurricane
Katrina ripped through the area nearly four years ago.
The tourist areas bounced back quickly, for the most part,
providing a needed boost for the economy.
Elsewhere, though, many individuals and homeowners
are still awaiting a much-needed personal boost. The evidence of devastation remains prominent farther off the
beaten path: concrete pads where houses used to be,
still-standing homes either abandoned or awaiting funds
for repair, shuttered businesses, and piles of trash.
That's where organizations like Brethren Disaster
Ministries are trying to fill the gap. It's uncommon for
Brethren volunteers to be at work on a single project for
such a long span of time, but in
this case the work hasn't gone
away-not even close.
John and Mary Mueller found
that out quickly when they arrived
in March 2007 as consultants and
coordinators for the Brethren
Disaster Ministries work in St.
Bernard Parish, southeast of
downtown New Orleans.
" It's a lot more work than I
thought it would be," John
Mueller says. "It's everything . You
wake up, you do your work, you
go to bed thinking about what
you're doing the next morning."
"The only morning that's differ-

ent is Sunday morning," Mary adds. "Then the (new) volunteers come in at 11 or 12."
Much of their work in the area has been in partnership
with St. Berna rd Project, a grass-roots, non-profit organization started by Liz McCartney and Zack Rosenburg in
2006 (see sidebar).
St. Bernard Project has relied heavily on its various
partners, and Brethren Disaster Ministries has stepped up
as its largest continuous source of volunteers. Many
other relief ministries shut down for the steamy Gulf
Coast summer, but the Brethren work has been running
year-round with one goal: Get people back in their
homes.
"We're so glad that John and Mary are such great partners," McCartney said. "They're problem-solvers and
innovative thinkers. We're really lucky to have them."
The Muellers' call to the region resulted when it
became clear that the Brethren commitment in St.
Bernard Parish would be long-term. They had been serv-

John and Mary Mueller serve as
project coordinators/consultants
for the Brethren work in
Louisiana's St. Bernard Parish.
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"THIS CHANGES YOU. IT CHANGES HOW YOU LOOK AT
THINGS, WHAT'S IMPORTANT," JOHN SAYS. "THERE'S
NOTHING l'D RATHER BE DOING RIGHT NOW. IT'S GOTTEN
TO THE POINT THAT THIS IS HOME."

ing as part-time pastors of
Christ the Servant Church of
the Brethren in Cape Coral,
Fla., near where Hurricane
Charley hit hard in 2004.
When they saw the relief
convoys pour in to nearby
Punta Gorda, John-who
also worked as a contractor-said he wanted to do
something to give back for
all the help Florida received
if he ever had the chance.
"I said to Mary, 'What if
we did something like this?'"
John says. "We decided to
put our name in the hat, and it got pulled out."
The destination for their service shifted a few times
until they received word that it would be in Chalmette,
La. Mary pulled out some maps and found it was right by
New Orleans. Well over two years later they're still there,
and the work keeps coming.
They oversee the house where volunteers stay, coordi-

nate meals, line up new houses to
work on and get them ready, and
much more. On Tuesdays, for
example, they invite all the staff
and Americorps workers from the
St. Bernard Project over to the volunteer house for popular "Taco
Tuesdays," sometimes feeding as
many as 80 people in all.
Roy Winter, executive director of
Brethren Disaster Ministries, says
such a long-term project is atypical
for the organization. Other projects
in the region-in Pearl River and
Slidell, La., and in Mississippi-ran
for a time and then shut down as
projects ended, but the work in Chalmette and surrounding areas of St. Bernard Parish has gone on unabated.
"It's certainly unusual for us to stay so long with one
partner," Winter says. "We could stay there probably 10
years and still be working."
It's been hard work, but the Muellers say they have
enjoyed it, at least most days. They have enjoyed the
relationships built, the dedication of volunteers, and the
progress being made, albeit gradual. Even on the bad
days, they says they have often felt lifted up by prayers
or heard from someone who had been deeply affected by
the Brethren work.
"This changes you. It changes how you look at things,
what's important," John says. "There's nothing I'd rather
be doing right now. It's gotten to the point that this is
home. I thought we'd come here two years and go back
to 'real life,' and now this has become our life."
"If we weren't doing this, what would we be doing?"
Mary adds. "I can't think of anything."
They say they plan to stay at least another year yet,
maybe longer.
"We don't know how long God will keep us here," Mary
says. "We'll stay as long as we feel this is where we're
supposed to be." n!
Walt Wiltschek is editor of M ESSENGER. He traveled to New Orleans in May.

Brethren volunteers and local Americorps volunteers come
together to enjoy "Taco Tuesdays" at the Brethren volunteer
house in Arabi, La., each week.

■
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THE POWER
OFTWO
It's been a slow road back for St. Bernard Parish, located
just southeast of the city of New Orleans. But thanks to
the non-profit St. Bernard Project, it's making progress.
"It's definitely getting traction," St. Bernard Project cofounder/director Liz McCartney says of the region . "It's
definitely coming back."
This mostly working-class and middle-class region was
devastated by Katrina. Levees failed, water flowed in, and
the resultant floods left every house in the parish uninhabitable. Many residents had too much income to qualify for special programs but not enough to rebuild. That
challenge led to the formation of the St. Bernard Project.
McCartney and her friend Zack Rosenburg traveled to
the area from their Washington, D.C., home six months
after Katrina, intending to help in a short-term recovery
project. When they got there, though, they were stunned
by the extent of devastation and captivated by the people
they met.
Three months later, in June 2006, they left good careers
and came back for the long-term. They began work on
their first client's home in August and gradually shaped
an organization that rebuilt its 210th home as of mid-May.
They have about 45 people on staff, including a large
contingent of Americorps workers, and up to 200 volun-

Brethren volunteers work on a St. Bernard Project house in Arabi, La.

teers come through daily, some from partnerships with a
variety of faith-based and other organizations, including
the Church of the Brethren. Those numbers and the available funding allow the project to do about 100 homes a
year from start to finish.
How does that stack up against the needed work?
Rosenburg says about 7,000 to 8,000 homes in the pa rish
were knocked down after Katrina, leaving only concrete
pads or vacant lots. About 10,000 others have been gutted and rebuilt by various means since then. Afte r all
that, up to 9,000 more are still waiting to be rebuilt.
"We want to ramp up (our capacity) significantly,"
McCartney says. "We'd like to do 1,000 homes a year.
Just get it done, get the people home, and get the community back on its feet."
In November, McCartney was named CNN's "Hero of
the Year" for her work. It brought a $100,000 award that
McCartney donated to the project's work, along with
some welcome awa reness.
John and Mary Mueller, local coordinators for St.
Bernard partner Brethren Disaster Ministries, says the
attention and award are well deserved.
"We hit it off with Liz and Zack from the start," Mary
Mueller says. "They're just wonderful people. We tell the
volunteers, if you want to see the power of one-or in
their case the power of two-to look there." -Walt
Wiltschek

li!

This story w as originally written for Disaster News Network (www.d isasternews.net).
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James :

by Harold S. Martin

Pearls of practical wisdom
Short book is rich with advice for living Christian life

T:

e epistle of James is a compact
ttle book so neatly condensed
that one can sit down and read
it through in about 20 minutes. The
sentences are short. The ideas are clear.
The talk is straight and to the point.
The epistle declares that James is the
writer. Three people by this name are identified in the New Testament, but James the
son of Joseph and Mary, half-brother of
our Lord, is accredited historically by the
church as the author of this epistle.
In the final analysis, it is not a matter of
great importance who wrote the book.
When we take a doctor's prescription to a
pharmacy to be filled, it doesn't matter
whether we know the name of the druggist or not. All that is important to us is
that the prescription is filled and that it
contains what is called for by the doctor
who prescribed it. So it is with the book
of James. It comes to us with a message
from God regardless of who wrote it.
The very practical book of James is difficult to outline. It is not so much a train
of thought as it is a string of pearls!
There is not much of an introduction at
the beginning, nor is there much of a
conclusion at the end. And it is difficult to
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"ARE ANY AMONG YOU SICK? THEY SHOULD CALL FOR THE
ELDERS OF THE CHURCH AND HAVE THEM PRAY OVER THEM,
ANOINTING THEM WITH OIL IN THE NAME OF THE LORD"

■
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Journey throt1gh the Word

find a systematic theme throughout the
book. For the purpose of som e structure,
it is good to note a broad outline of
James in nine parts:

1. Stability in the midst of trial (1:1 -12)
2. Doing t he Word of God (1:13-27)
3 . Avoiding the show of partiality
(2:1-13)
4. Avoiding inactive profession (2:14-26)

5 . Avoiding careless speech (3:1-12)

6 . True and false wisdom contrasted
(3:13-18)

7 . A call to Christian holiness (4:1-17)
8 . Patience in the midst of suffering
(5 :1-12)

9 . God's plan for those who are sick
(5 :13-20)
Readers can easily see th e influence of
Jesus in the w ritings of James. A comparison of this epistle with the Sermon
on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) quickly
reveals at least a dozen clear parallelisms.
The writer of the article on "Pietism" in
The Brethren Encyclopedia says that in
pursuit of their goals, the Pietists "tended
to elevate practice above doctrine, spirit
above form, piety above orthodoxy,
active engagement above mere consent,
and fellowship above eccles iastical or
socio-cultural barriers" (page 1022). It's
not surprising then that the book of
James has been a favorite of the
Brethren, and supports the emphasis on

workcamps and other service projects.
James is the epistle of practice. It is
likely the most practical book of the New
Testament. There is not much deep doctrinal teaching, but when it comes to
reproof and correction and instruction
there is plenty of material for application .
Simply put , James helps us u nderstand
how to live the Christian life. To understand and apply the teaching found in the
book of James should be one of the highest goals for each believer. li!

Harold S. Martin is an author and ordained minister in the
Church of the Brethren. He lives in Lititz, Pa.
MESSENGER"s "Journey through the Word" series w ill provide a brief overview of a different book (or books) of the
Bible each month throu gh December 2009. Coming in
September: 1 & 2 Pet er, by Harold S. Martin.

JAMES: A CLOSER LOOK
Author: James.
When written: about AD 45-50.
Famous sections: The proper attitude toward trials (1 :2-4); partiality is inconsistent with faith in Christ (2:1-4); genuine faith
produces an obedient life (2 :20-26); the vicious nature of careless speech (3:6-8); false confidence about the future (4:13- 16);
anointing and faith when sickness comes (5:14-18).
Well-known verses: "But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves " (1:22); "My brothers and
sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ?" (2:1) ; "What good is it . .. if you
say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you?" (2:14); "Not many of you should become teachers .. . for you
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness" (3:1); " The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy" (3:17) ; "You do not even know
what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes" (4:14); "Are
any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them , anointing them with oil in
the name of the Lord" (5:14).
Other notes: James does not discount the importance of proper beliefs, but his emphasis is on appropriate behavior for
God's people. James speaks about a belief that behaves!
M essenger July/August 2009
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Cross-cultural celebration
lifts up Brethren diversity
Sunshine. Smiles. Good music. Great food. Warm hospitality.
Building understanding . Sharing the love of God. These are
just a few of the brief ways to describe the 11th CrossCultural Consultation and Celebration held April 23-25 in
Miami. Hosted by Eglise des Freres Haitiens (Miami Haitian
Church of the Brethren) and Miami First Church of the
Brethren, 80 attendees joined together to learn from each
other and prepare for sharing witness with others.
Under the theme "The Pentecostal's Mandate," this year's
consultation kicked off a new emphasis for the next few
years: learning about the cultures that form the Church of the
Brethren today. Developed in response to a frequent request
by past consultation participants, the steering committee
hoped an emphasis on the beliefs, customs, and traditions of
the various cultural groups among the Brethren would build
on the friendships and fellowship that form at each event
with a chance to learn about sisters' and brothers' experiences and realities. In turn, the Holy Spirit can prepare participants to share their witness across cultures, whether near to
home or far away.
Thursday night's opening worship featured Vicki Minyard of
Los Angeles, speaking about doing more today to share the
Good News with those living around us. Minyard shared the
story of her recovery and faith journey to become an
ordained minister in the Church of the Brethren. "Wow! It is
amazing how God equipped me for such a task through the
Holy Spirit," she said.
Friday's morning session featured a lectio divina Bible
study on Acts 1:1-9, with many groups reading and sharing in

This year's Cross-Cultural Consultation and Celebration
included music and sharing from the African-American
experience in the church.

II

English, Spanish, and Haitian Creole. The afternoon session
focused on the beliefs, traditions, and customs of AfricanAmerican church members. Featured speakers were pastor
Thomas Dowdy and James Washington from Imperial
Heights Church of the Brethren in Los Angeles. Attendees
were encouraged to share their own experiences with racism,
Messenger Ju ly/August 2009

Youth were a central part of this year's Cross-Cultural
Consultation and Celebration, including assisting with music.

relationship building, and brokenness.
Dowdy and Washington also team-preached during the
evening service, which featured a posthumous presentation
of this year's Revelation 7:9 Award to Guillermo Encarnacion
of Lancaster, Pa. The award was presented to his wife,
Gladys. The award honors Encarnaci6n's dedication to including Hispanic Brethren from the US, Puerto Rico, and the
Dominican Republic in the life of the denomination.
Saturday's morning session was an opportunity for two local
young church leaders to present on the culture of youth and
young adults. Fauna Augustin, from Eglise des Freres Haitiens,
spoke about youth culture in the US. Marcus Harden from Miami
First shared how to include youth and young adults in church life,
and their readiness and willingness to be leaders now.
The Saturday afternoon session was led by Darin Short
with a presentation on moving toward being an intercultural
Church of the Brethren. The evening's closing worship service
was planned and led by youth from the host congregations .
This year's consultation was shown as a live webcast, allowing long-distance participation for anyone who found it difficult
to travel to Miami. Song requests, questions, and reflections
submitted by viewing participants were shared with the larger
group, allowing for thei r inclusion. Consensus among webcast
participants was that they greatly appreciated the opportunity
to share in the experience and hoped it could be continued in
the future. Visit www.bethanyseminary.edu/crosscultural2009
to view daily sessions and worship services.
The event was planned and led by the Cross-Cultural
Ministries Steering Committee: Fauna Augustin, Barbara
Date, Thomas Dowdy, Carla Gillespie, Sonja Griffith, Robert
Jackson, Nadine Monn, Marisel Olivencia, Gilbert Romero,
and Dennis Webb. The committee also expressed appreciation to Duane Grady and Carol Yeazell for their service to
intercultural ministry over the past 10 years. Next year's
Cross-Cultural Consultation and Celebration will be held April
23-25, 2010, site to be announced.-Nadine Monn

Bethany Seminary graduates
nine at commencement service

McPherson, Kan.; Holly Sue Hathaway,
Connersville, Ind.; Dava Cruise Hensley, Roanoke,
Va.; Sandra K. Jenkins, Centerville, Ohio.
Master of Arts: Valerie Jean Knickrehm
Friedel!, Goshen, Ind.; Karen Ann Garrett,
Eaton, Ohio; Haley Marie Goodwin, Carlisle, Pa.
Certificate of Achievement in Theological
Studies: Mary Alice Eller, Richmond, Ind .
Graduates' planned future endeavors include
careers in pastoral and congregational ministry, teaching, and additional graduate study.

Bethany Theological Seminary celebrated its
104th commencement on May 9 with two
observances: a ceremony for conferring
degrees in the school's Nicarry Chapel and a
public worship service at nearby Richmond
(Ind.) Church of the Brethren.
Christina Bucher, dean of faculty at
Elizabethtown (Pa.) College, and Carl W.
Zeigler, professor of religion at
Elizabethtown, gave an address titled
"The Allure of God and the Lure of
Love," based on Song of Songs 2:8-17
and 8:6-7 and 1 John 4:7-21, at the academic ceremony. Russell Haitch, associate professor of Christian education at
Bethany and director of the Institute for
Ministry With Youth and Young Adults,
spoke at the afternoon worship. His
message, "Limping and Leaping," was
based on Genesis 32:22-32.
Five students received Master of
Divinity degrees, three students received
Master of Arts degrees, and one student
Bethany Theological Seminary's Class of 2009 included: first
received a certificate of achievement in
row, Sandra Jenkins, Centerville, Ohio; Dava Hensley,
theological studies.
Roanoke, Va.; Holly Hathaway, Connersville, Ind.; Kendra
Those receiving degrees were:
Flory, McPherson, Kan .; second row, Haley Goodwin, Carlisle,
Master of Divinity: Charles Myron Bell,
Pa.; Charles Bell, New Castle, Ind.; Karen Garrett, Eaton, Ohio;
New Castle, Ind.; Kendra Lynnette Flory,
Mary Eller, Richmond, Ind.; Valerie Friedell, Goshen, Ind.

• Chris Douglas will become director for the
Conference Office of the Church of the
Brethren, effective Sept. 6. She will be working
with current director Lerry Fogle until his retirement in December. Douglas has most recently
been serving as director for Youth and Young
Adult Ministry. She began her employment
with the General Board in January 1985 as
Youth/Young Adult Ministry and Urban Ministry
staff. In 1990 she became full-time for Youth
and Young Adult Ministry, a role that has
included significant work doing meeting planning and conferences; Douglas has directed the
last six National Youth Conferences and has
been a member of the Religious Conference
Managers Association for the past eight years.
She holds a bachelor's degree in Spanish and
education from Manchester College and Master
of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry degrees from
Bethany Theological Seminary. Her husband,
Scott, is director of Pension Plan and Employee
Financial Services in Brethren Benefit Trust.
• Kathryn Goering Reid, associate general

secretary of Ministry and Program for the
Church of the Brethren, resigned effective
June 30. She planned to seek employment in
Texas, where her husband, Stephen, is professor of Christian scriptures at George W . Truett
Theological Seminary of Baylor University in
Waco . Reid began her service with the
Association of Brethren Caregivers (ABC) as
its executive director on Jan. 5, 2004. She was
instrumental during the time of the merger
between ABC and the General Board and on
Sept. 1, 2008, began in her present position.
An ordained minister in both the Church of
the Brethren and the Mennonite Church, she
earned a bachelor's degree from Manchester
College (North Manchester, Ind.), a Master of
Education from Georgia State University,
Atlanta; and a Master of Divinity from Pacific
School of Religion, Berkeley, Calif.
• Elsie Koehn began as district executive
for Southern Plains District effective May 15.
The new contact information for the district
is: 9212 Stonegate, M idwest City, OK 73130.

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 3-9 Song and Story Fest,
Camp Peaceful Pines,
Dardanelle, Calif.
July 19-Aug. 7 Brethren
Volunteer Service Unit 285 orientation, New Windsor, Md.
July 24-25 South/Central
Indiana District conference,
Anderson, Ind.
July 24-26 Northern Ohio
District conference, Ashland,
Ohio; Southeastern District
conference, Mars Hill, N.C.
July 31-Aug. 2 Northern
Plains District conference,
Eldora, Iowa; Western Plains
District conference,
McPherson, Kan.
Aug. 6-7 Southern Plains
District conference, Billings,
Okla.
Aug. 14-16 Michigan District
conference, Hastings, Mich.
Aug. 16-26 Brethren
Volunteer Service/Brethren
Revival Fellowship Unit 286
orientation, New Windsor, Md.
Aug. 24-29 Brethren
Volunteer Service in-service
retreat, Newark, Ill.
Aug. 27-29 Committee on
lnterchurch Relations meeting,
Elgin, Ill.
Sept. 6 Brethren Press fall
curriculum quarter begins
Sept. 7-11 National Older
Adult Conference, Lake
Junaluska, N.C.
Sept. 13 Bethany Theological
Seminary Sunday
Sept. 18-19 Northern Indiana
District conference, Milford,
Ind.; Southern Pennsylvania
District conference,
McAlisterville, Pa.; West Marva
District conference,
Moorefield, W.Va.
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Creative ecumenical blitz build'offers hope for New Orleans
As the ribbon was cut on a
new home in New Orleans'
Little Woods neighborhood
May 13, a brass band on
hand for the celebration
played "When the Saints Go
Marching In." It was an
appropriate tune.
Just ask one of the 12
homeowners who benefited
from the month-long
"Neighborhood: New
Orleans" rebuilding project. In
their book, the 500-plus volunteers who took part in the
effort-including a group
from Brethren Disaster
Ministries-were heaven-sent.
"Unbelievable, just unbelievable," said Gloria Mouton,
whose nearly completed
home was dedicated as part
of the culminating event.
"There are so many people
A parade down Curran Avenue sets a festive atmosphere to celebrate the final stretch of
who have put in so much
the ecumenical blitz build in New Orleans in May.
work and time on this project.
It's just a beautiful thing."
front of the house. "That's what this is all about. It's someMinutes earlier, Mouton was formally presented with
thing that stirs deep in the soul of each and every one of
the keys to the house by Church World Service executive
us, that we are indeed our brother's and sister's keeper."
director/CEO John McCullough. McCullough and Mouton
McCullough called the project, which began on April 20,
together cut the purple ribbon stretched across the
"unprecedented" in its ecumenical scope. Ten denominahome's driveway.
tions participated, drawing volunteers from 27 states and
"We're here because of our faith and our values,"
Canada to work on homes in the Little Woods community,
McCullough said to a crowd of volunteers and visitors in
flooded by Hurricane Katrina in 2005 but largely ignored in
the recovery effort until now.
On May 19, the National Voluntary Organizations
Active in Disaster honored Church World Service for its
work on the project with the 2009 Innovative Program of
the Year Award,
Each participating disaster response organization was
asked to provide financial assistance for the project and at
least 15 volunteers for each of the four weeks of the "blitz
build." Mixed teams including members of several denominational groups worked together on the various homes,
typically building out from nothing but gutted studs.
Organizations participating were American Baptist
Churches USA National Ministries, Brethren Disaster
Ministries, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Christian
Reformed World Relief Committee, Lutheran Disaster
Response, Mennonite Disaster Service, Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance, Reformed Church of America, United
Church of Christ Wider Church Ministries and The United
Methodist Committee on Relief.

(f}

Reclaiming

Brethren and volunteers from other denominations
teamed up to work on this house and 11 others in New
Orleans' Little Woods community this spring.

■

Messenger July/August 2009

Brethren join statement on
US foreign assistance reform

Denomination's membership
falls below the 125,000 mark
Church of the Brethren membership in the US and Puerto Rico dropped below 125,000
for the first time since the 1920s, according to 2008 data from the Church of the
Brethren Yearbook.
The denomination's membership stood at 124,408 at the end of 2008, according to
data reported by congregations. The total number of congregations in the church also
hit a landmark, dipping by seven to 999; there are also 50 fellowships and projects, an
increase of one from the previous year.
Sixteen districts reported net decreases in membership in 2008; seven reported
increases. Hardest hit were districts in the Midwest and the Plains, where every district
except Michigan reported a decline.
Districts with the largest percentage decreases were Southern Plains (17.1 percent),
Oregon/Washington (7.8 percent), Southern Pennsylvania (5.6 percent), and Western
Plains (5.3 percent). The largest numerical decreases were in Southern Pennsylvania (a
net loss of 391 members) and Western Pennsylvania (down 182 members).
Interestingly, several of the denomination's smallest districts were among those reporting gains. Missouri/Arkansas (up 1.6 percent, to 564 members), Idaho (up 1 percent, to 598
members), and Michigan (up 1.7 percent, to 1,347 members) all saw slight increases.
Other districts with membership gains were Pacific Southwest (1.7 percent), Southeastern
(1.3 percent), Atlantic Southeast (0.5 percent), and Middle Pennsylvania (0.2 percent).
Pacific Southwest, with a net gain of 42 members, had the largest numerical growth.
The overall denominational decline of 1.24 percent is similar to that of the past few
years and continues a trend dating to the early 1960s. Most "mainline" denominations
in the United States have been experiencing sim ilar trends over that period. Studies
have attributed the decline to growing secularism, a growth in independent churches,
and changes in ways membership is recorded, among other factors.
Total reported average weekly worship attendance fell by more than 2,000 from the
year before, to 59,084, but the number of baptisms in 2008 jumped sharply to 1,714, up
334 from the previous year and the highest number since 2004. Giving to most agencies and programs declined.
Updated Yearbook figures are based on data provided by congregations that turn in
statistical reports. In 2008, 66.2 percent of the congregations reported; this is similar to
most recent years, providing a consistent means for comparing statistics; about 64 percent reported in 2007.
The Yearbook also lists contact information and statistics for congregations, districts,
and agencies of the denomination, as well as related Brethren organizations. The 2009
edition is available from Brethren Press; to order call 800-441-3712.

Credit union expands to offer
variety of new online services
On April 1, the Church of the Brethren
Credit Union launched online banking
services, including account access and
bill pay, through its www.cobcu.org website. Brethren Benefit Trust has acted as
a third-party administrator for the
Church of the Brethren Credit Union
since April 2004.
"We're excited to offer online access to
credit union account holders," said Steve
Bob, director of the Church of the
Brethren Credit Union. "In these times, it's
important for our members to be able to

The Church of the Brethren has endorsed a
"Religious Statement on Foreign
Assistance Reform," an effort of a coalition
of denominations and organizations including the National Council of Churches,
Church World Service, and World Relief,
and convened by Bread for the World.
Headed by a verse from Isaiah 58, the
statement says in part, "The willingness to
fight poverty and other barriers to human
dignity is one of the marks of a wise nation,
and since the end of the Second World War,
foreign assistance from the United States
has been the single largest financial contributor to human development around the
world. Today, US foreign aid is essential not
only to meet humanitarian necessity and
promote economic growth and progress,
but also to build a world of stability and
security for generations to come."
The statement calls for a new system of
foreign assistance and advocates specific
reforms including making poverty reduction
a primary goal, doubling funding for poverty-focused development assistance by 2012,
and affirming that humanitarian relief and
development assistance is under the control, authority, and direction of civilian agencies and partners including faith-based institutions, reversing a trend toward greater
involvement by the Department of Defense.
The statement is linked to the Initiating
Foreign Assistance Reform Act of 2009 (HR
2139). Reforming the foreign assistance
system is the focus of Bread for the
World's Offering of Letters campaign this
year (www.bread.org).

manage their accounts at any time, not
credit union, whether they have a savings
just within our office hours," Bob said.
account or both savings and checking
The new services allow credit union
accounts. Access to credit union accounts
members to monitor their account balonline is a free service, and members can
ances; transfer funds among savings,
sign up at www.cobcu.org. To t,JSe bill pay,
checking, and club accounts; and submit
members must have a checking account
credit union loan payments from any
through the credit union . Credit union
Internet connection. A bill pay system has
members who are not signed up for
also been added for members with checkchecking accounts can do so by downing accounts. Members can transfer
loading the Account Agreement form
money to any outside party or individual
from www.cobcu.org and submitting it
who has a checking account and an ewith a $25 deposit.
mail address.
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Online banking is
available to all
members of the

CREDIT UNION
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'Home':

A prodigal son faces faith and doubt
,a,
I

here is a saying that to unde rst and is to forgive,
but that is an error, so Papa used to say. You
must forgive in order to understand. Until you forgive, you
defend yourself against the possibility of understanding."
Those words are spoken to herself by Glory, one of the
three main characters in Marilynne Robinson's Home, a
novel that tells the story of a prodigal son who returns to the
home of his early years. His name is Jack Boughton. In her
previous novel, Gilead, Robinson gave readers a glimpse
into Jack's homecoming as seen throu g h the eyes of a fami ly friend, pasto r John Ames.
Ames makes several brief appearances in this novel, too, but in Home
the story focuses on the relationship
between Jack and his father, as well
as on Jack's relationship with Glory,
Jack's unmarried sister. Glory has
come home to care for the father,
who is dying. When Jack, after an
absence of many years, shows up at
the door, he must confront a sister
and a father who have given him up
for lost. In the weeks that follow, all
the joys, sorrows, resentments, delights, and pain that are
encompassed in the word "family" come to light.
We learn that Jack was the "difficult" child in the large
Boughton family. He was the loner, the ne'er do well, the
boy who in spite of-or perhaps because of-his troubled
growing-up years became his father's most beloved child. As
an adult he became an alcoholic who could not hold a job
and served a prison sentence. What makes the homecoming
especially hard for Jack is his awaren ess that he has caused
terrible grief to his father, a retired pastor.
What does it mean to come home? Glory asks that question , and it is a question the reader cannot he lp pondering.
In Luke's gospel, the story of t he returned prodigal is one of
the most beloved parables Jesus told. It includes a tearful
reunion between fat he r and so n, a roast veal banquet, and a
party with music and dancing . True, there is a disg runtled
brother in the story, but there is no hint of how the son who
comes home must deal with the ongoing consequences of
his actions. Robinso n's novel invites us to consider what
might have taken place in the prod igal's family if Jesus had

•
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offered additional chapters to his parable.
In Home, Robinson uncovers the complexities of family relationships. She deals with the hopes and fears parents have for
their children, as well as the ways in which children both
respect and resent their parents' hold on them. These twin
themes are explored through the thoughts, actions, and conversations of the characters. As the opening quote indicates, the
issues of understanding and forgiveness dominate the story,
along with matters of doubt, faith, hope, and reconciliation.
Home is not a book to read if you are looking for adventure, fast-paced action, or some easy laughs. The setting of
Home is a fictional, small Iowa town in the mid-1950's, and
the leisurely pace of the book is in keeping with the setting. I
must confess that I found it slow going at a number of
places. Reading this novel is hardly a can't-put-it-down experience. The tone is somber; all three of the main characters
are reduced to tears on more than one occasion. And yet I
kept coming back to the pages, knowing that the story was a
window into what it means to be part of a family in which
people love each other deeply, yet cannot avoid causing
pain to each other.
Glory finds it hard to understand how her brother could
turn his back on the values and the faith their parents had
worked so hard to instill in their children. Faith for Glory was
"habit and family loyalty, a reverence for the Bible ... admiration for her father and mother." She treasures what her
father had said, that "God does not need our worship. We
worship to enlarge our sense of the holy, so that we can feel
and know the presence of the Lord, who is with us always."
Jack's experience, she learns, has been quite different. He
goes back and forth between a casual dismissal of belief and
agonizing over his feeling that he is somehow lost. Nearly
all the biblical quotations and references in the novel come
from Jack, as he thinks about them or includes them in his
conversations with Glory and their father. He lives with an
ongoing struggle between faith and doubt.
Home would be a good choice for a book discussion group
in your church . It offers no easy answers to questions about
family, faith, and forgiveness. But it opens the way for serious consideration of these important issues. E.!
Ken Gibble is an orda ined minister in the Ch urch of
t he Brethren. He lives in Greencastle, Pa.

ONCAMPUS
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.)

Students Nicole Engel of Manassas,
Va., and Rea Williams Ill received this
year's Outstanding Leadership
Awards; Josh Brown received the
Esther Mae Wilson Petcher Memorial
Scholarship.
Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.)

The Young Center for Anabaptist and
Pietist Studies' 2009 Durnbaugh
Lectures, held March 26-27, featured
author and researcher James W.
Lowry, who discussed Dutch
Mennonite assistance to Swiss
Anabaptists. On May 28, the center
hosted a lecture by William Klassen
on Pilgram Marpeck, a civic engineer
and an Anabaptist theologian.
Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.)

Houston attorney and researcher
Keveney Stroup gave a presentation on
"Human Trafficking: Modern-Day
Slavery in the US and Abroad" on April
14.... Peter Marzio, director of the
Museum of Fine Arts in Houston, spoke
to 337 graduating students at commencement ceremonies on May 16.
University of La Verne
(La Verne, Calif.)

NFL Coaches Association
executive director Larry
Kennan, who spent 16
years serving as an
assistant coach in the
National Football
League, was keynote
speaker for the College
of Arts & Sciences commencement ceremony
on May 23.
Manchester College
(North Manchester, Ind.)

Best-selling author Paul Roberts headlined a campus-wide conversation about
"The Future of Energy" during
Discussion Days March 2-4 . ... . ABC
medical director Timothy Johnson delivered the keynote address for
Manchester's 120th commencement
ceremony on May 24.
McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.)

Alumni Sonja Sherfy Griffith (pastor of
First Central Church of the Brethren,
Kansas City, Kan.), G. Eddie Ball, and
Gene Elliott received the college's
Citation of Merit during alumni weekend May 23-24 .... A farewell reception
for President Ron Hovis and his wife,
Robin, was held May 23.

McPherson youth work creatively
to abolish modern-day slavery
Twenty-two senior high youth from McPherson (Kan.) Church of the Brethren
offered their services to the congregation in a "servant auction" held March 1.
Each auctioned youth servant pledged to complete at least three hours of work
to raise money for abolishing modern-day slavery. Buyers had plenty of diverse
services to bid on, from yard work to housework, painting to tutoring, and car
care to childcare. The youths' creative props and the auctioneer's humorous
comments stimulated competitive bidding and lots of good-natured laughter. A
few youth were even sold twice, committing themselves to six hours of service.
The McPherson youth were organized and coached by a team of six advisors,
who each played a role in preparing and conducting the auction. Other members
of the congregation helped with audio and visual presentation and photography.
Afterward, Evan Clary-the youth
whose auctioned service garnered the
most dollars per hour-said, "I liked
doing the auction. It was a good way to
raise money and awareness of slavery."
A portion of the proceeds, of the more
than $3,000 raised, bought registrations
and airfare for 14 of the youth to attend
this year's Christian Citizenship Seminar
(CCS), a Church of the Brethren event
for youth that focused on the same topic
(see June MESSENGER, pp. 16-17). The
McPherson youth also will send $1,200
to a yet-to-be-selected organization that
McPherson youth celebrate cutting the "chains
of slavery" on Youth Sunday, May 3.
rescues victims, builds schools, or in
some other way combats human trafficking/slavery and supports care of former slaves.
The auction was only a part of the youths' six-month study of modern-day
slavery. They also researched the topic online, watched pertinent videos,
helped prepare and present Moments in Mission for Sunday worship during
Lent, and put together a multi-colored paper chain of 17,000 links to represent
and illustrate the estimated number of modern-day slaves in the United States
today. The chain was hung throughout the church building, beginning in the
youth room and ending in a heap that cascaded from the communion table to
the floor of the sanctuary. The chain was symbolically cut in an inspiring worship service on Youth Sunday, May 3.
Max Goering, one of the McPherson youth who attended CCS, said, "Because
people agree on the immorality of modern-day slavery and are not standing by
inactive and uncaring, there is hope." Another youth, Sam Starr, agreed:
"Individually we can do only a little, but together we can abolish modern-day
slavery." And Bunga Carnadia, an international exchange student from Indonesia,
concluded, "This is the beginning of world transformation.".---Jan Gilbert Hurst
Messenger July/August 2009
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Popular novel The Shack
has too many quick fixes
In the April 2009 issue of MESSENGER
Frank Ramirez provides a thumbs-up
review of the novel The Shack, written
by Wm. Paul Young. After a quick scan
of the novel and then a more careful,
second look I find myself less enthusiastic than many other readers who have
made the novel the No. 1 New York
Times bestseller.
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Even though the main character,
Mack, wrestles with important theological questions; some of his explanations
come up short for me. For example,
Mack sees parallels between a legendary princess' leaping to her death to
save her people from sickness and
Christ's dying on the cross to save us
from our sickness. For me the parallels
do not seem so clear. I am able to identify more closely with Kate Eisenbise's
thoughtful discussion of atonement that
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appears in the current issue of Brethren
Life and Thought.
There are deep, psychotherapeutic
issues with which the novel's main
character never deals. For example, we
learn that he left home never to return
at the tender age of 13 after being mercilessly and repeatedly beaten by an
alcoholic father. The novel provides little insight as to how Mack made the
long, hard journey out of the trauma to
become a loving father. Without the
help of a loving community and extended hours of counseling, brutalized sons
often become brutalizing fathers.
Even more clinically unbelievable is
Mack's dramatic rising above a deep
depression produced by the sadistic
murder of his daughter. Not only that,
he is able to forgive the man who took
his daughter's life. If only the rest of us
could have near-death experiences as a
quick fix of unresolved anger and situational depression.
Finally, the sweet and loving conversations between the persons of the
Trinity leave me with the uneasy feeling
I might never fit in with that altogether
pure and holy group.
Obviously millions of readers feel differently than I do. Maybe I need to take
a third look at the novel and see if God
has a word for me. I doubt if I will.
Bill Kidwell
Greenville, Oh io

What will really capture
excitement of church?
It is a sad thing when employees of the
national staff must be "let go" due to
reduced support for programs. It is
inevitable that some hurt feelings and
sadness result. And we members at
large ought to express our sympathy

Th e opinions expressed in "Letters:' are not necessarily those of MESSENGER. Readers should receive
them in the same way as when differing views are
expressed in face-to-face conversation.
Letters should be brief, clear, and respectful of the
opinions of others, with strong differences handled
in the spirit of Matthew 18. Preference is given to
letters that respond directly to items in MESSENGER.
Anonymous letters will not be considered.
Send letters to MESSENGER, Attn: Letters,
1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or
messenger@brethren.org. Please include
hometown and phone number.

■

Messenger July/August 2009

THE WASHINGTON OFFICE IS THE REASON THAT I
HAVE GROWN INTO THE PERSON I AM TODAY. I HAVE
DEDICATED MY LIFE TO MAKE A CHANGE IN THE WORLD
BECAUSE OF THE HOPE THIS OFFICE HAS SHOWN ME .
and wishes that all who seek new positions will be successful in finding them.
Those of us who live near the Brethren
Service Center personally know many
who through the years have suffered
such trauma.
It is also important, however, to examine some fundamental issues that
become more evident during times of
change. Since we seem to be moving
from "an economy of plenty to an economy of scarcity" (to quote former
Bethany Seminary professor Floyd
Mallott), what should our reaction be
regarding program priorities? Noting, for
example, that the Congregational Life
Team program was discontinued suggests that we should ask why. Did this
program accomplish so little that the
general membership of the church was
not willing to support it? If so, why did it
take an economic crisis and 10 years to
find out? It would seem to me that this is
a good time for the new Mission and
Ministry Board (former General Board)
to consider establishing new priorities
that respond more nearly to the priorities of the grass-roots church.
Why, for instance, do many Church of
the Brethren congregations support local
outreach and non-Brethren mission programs so generously? Could it be that we
ought to support expanding denominational missions even more than we have?
Could it be that we should re-establish
some ancient and forgotten practices
such as more recognition for missions at
Annual Conference? I know that responding to ecumenism has been a priority,
but why can we not now expand mission
at the same time? Perhaps we shall, now
that times are difficult.
I am afraid that we may simply cut
back and shrink our national mission
programs, as was recently considered in
regard to programs located at New
Windsor. My main point is to emphasize
programs in terms of the gospel basis of
our denomination and the support they
are likely to get from the broader church.

As a former member of the planned
giving staff who worked with (former
general secretary) Don Miller to raise
money for the Vision for the '90s campaign, I know that the "product" the
denomination has must have a grassroots appeal to be successful. Has anyone examined attitudes on the local level
enough to know what excites a local
church to give to national programs?
Now would be a good time to do so.
Roy Johnson
New W indsor, Md.

Washington Office is a
deeply missed witness
The Witness/Washington Office in
Washington, D.C., was started long ago
by the Church of the Brethren. For years
I have attended marches, demonstrations, rallies, protests, and peace vigils
planned by this office.
Through this office I have attended
Christian Citizenship Seminar twice, lobbied to senators and congressmen about
conscientious objection and our health
care. I have attended the School of the
Americas Watch in Georgia, and I was
part of the Youth Peace Travel Team
in summer 2008. I also have attended
several Iraq war protests, Witness/
Washington Office events at Annual
Conference every year, and also Jubilee
2000. Those are just some of the events.
The directors have molded my life along
with hundreds of other people. Through
this witness I have learned what it
means to act out love to your enemies,
and how to be a child of God.
I am aware the Witness/Washington
Office was closed down in March 2008
due to financial reasons in the church. I
feel this decision was made with no
warning to the church. Words cannot
describe how I felt when I heard this
information, and how confused I was.
The issue has made me more frustrated
with the Church of the Brethren than I
have ever been in my life.
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The Washington Office is the reason that I
have grown into the person I am today. I
have dedicated my life to make a change in
the world because of the hope this office
has shown me. It personally strengthened
me to stand up for my beliefs. The office let
me, along with others, have a voice be
heard, and to tell others about the Brethren
beliefs. I cannot imagine my life without the
influence of the office, and I can't imagine
kids growing up without it.
Its work still needs to be done somewhere. Where will our voices be heard in
D.C.? I cannot name all the different things
that the office was part of, but I know
countless people are deeply saddened by
this news, and would have fought to keep it
alive.
Gabriel Dodd
Murfreesboro, Tenn.

40 YEARS OF DISCOVERY
THROUGH TRAVEL
2009TOURS
MEDA in UKRAINE (September 10-19)
ENCHANTING DANUBE RIVER CRUISE
(October 24-November 2)
HIGHLIGHTS OF JAMAICA (November 13-22)
BEHIND the VEIL - EXPERIENCING EGYPT
(November 16-28)

2010TOURS
AN ANTARCTIC EXPERIENCE (January 4-16)
AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND (February 5-25)
VISIT MEXICO and ITS COPPER CANYON (March 5-1 4)
WITH OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY:
SPRINGTIME in HOLLAND,
BELGIUM and GERMANY (May 6-17)
LUTHERAN HOLY LAND TOUR (May 8-19)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE with JOHN RUTH (June 1-14)

SPECTACULAR SCANDINAVIA
and ITS FJORDS (June 13-28)
PENNSYLVANIA lo EUROPE (June 19-July 2)
ISRAEL/PALESTINE (June 24-July 5)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE
with JOHN SHARP (June 29-July 12)
ITALY, AUSTRIA and GERMANY (July 7-17)
ENGLAND and SCOTLAND (July 23-August 4)
SWISS GLACIER EXPRESS (July 29-August 11 )
EUROPEAN HERITAGE
with PAUL ZEHR (September 5-18)
THE ROAD to JERUSALEM (September 11-22)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE
for GERMAN-SPEAKING PERSONS (September 16-29)
TM MYSTERY TOUR (October 15-23)

2011 TOURS
THE AMAZON RAIN FOREST
and the GALAPOGOS ISLANDS (January 5-16)

"Building bridges among Mennonites and other Christians and faiths
around the world through custom-designed travel."

CALL 1-800-565-0451 FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR
E-MAIL:

office@tourmaginalion.com

9 Willow Street, Waterloo, ON N2J 1V6 Conodo

■
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CORRECTIONS
• Brethren Benefit Trust noted a correction
to a point made by Raymond Deardorff in
his letter to the editor in the April issue of
MESSENGER. BBT president Nevin Dulabaum
said the divestment of Caterpillar stock by
BBT in 2006 was not because of Caterpillar
equipment being used for war, as Deardorff
wrote, but for fiduciary reasons.
Caterpillar's defense-related revenues are
below the 10-percent threshold that BBT
uses as a screen for investments. When
BBT was a Caterpillar stockholder, it did
hold dialogue with the company over several issues, including weaponry.

CLASSIFIEDADS
Walk where Jesus walked. Come along with Rev. John and
Rev. Linda Stoner as they return to the Holy Land. The Stoners
are both ordained CoB pastors with over 22 years experience as
professional travel agents. This inspirational journey takes place
November 3-12, 2009, and departs from Western Pennsylvania.
Departures can also be arranged from any major gateway city.
Transportation, first-class lodging, daily breakfast and dinner,
and more included. $3,389.00 877-456-8769 or www.smallgrouptours.com for details.
PASTORS NEEDED. Congregations in many of the denomination's 23 districts are in need of strong, trained Christian leaders
who are dedicated to Church of the Brethren beliefs and practices to serve as pastor. The available placements are both fulltime and part-time and include some associate/second staff
positions. The congregations va ry widely in size and program.
A full listing of openings can be found at www.brethren.org.
Contact the appropriate district executive or call the Ministry
office at 800-323-8039.

Please send information to be
included in 1ltrning Points to
Jean Clements, 1451 Dundee
Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120;
800-323-8039 ext. 206;
jclements_gb@brethren .org.
Information must be complete
in order to be published.
Information older than one
year cannot be published.

New Members
Agape, Fort Wayne, Ind.:

Robert Musser, Joyce
Musser, Dean Musser,
Gloria Kueker, Joseph
Schafer, Charlotte Schafer
Bassett, Va.: Phillip Turner,
Mary Turner, Paul Stone,
Roberta Wilson
Bedford, Pa.: Harry Reffner,
Marcia Reffner, Nicole
Reffner, Sarah Kepple
Dayton, Va.: Sara Smith,
Byard Layman, Josephine
Layman
Defiance, Ohio: Summer
Pumphrey
Fairview, Cordova, Md.:
Emily Christopher, Charles
Love, Drew Marvel, Ann
Chance, Shawn Osterman
Free Spring, Mifflintown, Pa.:
Brent Hayes, Rachel Hayes
Goshen City, Goshen, Ind.:
Keshia Gonzalez
Green Hill, Salem, Va.:
Seregio Schnack, Tina
Dingman, Jimmy Garst,
Charlotte Garst
Green Tree, Oaks, Pa.: Shirley
Knepp, Vera Michener
Heidelberg, Myerstown, Pa.:
Brandon Eberly
Hempfield, Manheim, Pa.:
Galen Brumbaugh, Gloria
Brumbaugh
Madison, Brightwood, Va.:
Janice Bersch, Ryan
McBride, Elizabeth
McBride, Maggie
Anderson, Mariah Crigler,
Rachel Crigler, Michael
Santucci, Sheila Santucci,
Bridgett Horrocks
Manassas, Va. : Jacob Pilipski,
Tamika Pilipski
McPherson, Kan.: Gerald
Neher, Lois Neher, David
Penalva, Sofia Penalva
Mill Creek, Port Republic,
Va.: Daniel Martin, Debbie
Rimel, Brian Kelley, Kara
Kelley
Nappanee, Ind.: Tod R.
Schmucker, Cynthia A.

Goan s, James A.
Baumgartner, Amanda
Kemp, Bill Holdeman,
Tammy Holdeman, Ashley
Holdeman, Tyler
Holdeman, Allison
Holdeman, Angela Riggs,
Frances Evelyn Grow
Oakland, Gettysburg, Ohio:
Mary Sampsel, Patrick
Sampsel, Dustin Clark,
Amanda Helfrich, Dwight
Keihl, Gretchen Keihl,
Gwen Keihl, Gary Trump,
Dennis Riffel!, Andrea
Keller, Amber Reser, Kara
Holsapple, Michael
Hodson, Barbara Hodson,
Tim Kissinger, April
Kissinger, David Monnin ,
Tammy Monnin, Ivan
Patterson, Clara Patterson
Parker Ford, Pottstown, Pa.:
Elsie Flynn, Cindy Deets,
Jeff Deets, Robert Fobia,
Bobby Fobia, Patti Fobia,
Tracey Fobia, Heather
Fobia, Alyssa Tiereny, Jen
Lawton, Bob Beard, Marsha
Beard, Owen Moore,
Stephen Jackson, Ruth
Jackson, Ken Coots, Judy
Coots, Jeremy Platchek,
Melanie Platchek
Pleasant View, Elida, Ohio:
Paul Parthemore, Jacob
Parthemore
Saint Petersburg, Fla.: Keith
Carter, Stacey Carter
Sunnyside, New Creek, W.Va.:
Vivian Hanlin, Leica
Riggleman, Ed Dennis,
Diane Dennis, Wanda Baer
Yellow Creek, Hopewell, Pa.:
Robert G. Smith, Beverly A.
Smith, Cassie Rea Smith,
Betty O' Neal, Becky Lazor,
Linda Weitzel , Dave
Bequeath

Wedding
Anniversaries
Aylor, Lloyd and Ann,
Brightwood, Va. , 50
Bowers, Paul and Mary Lou ,
Iowa City, Iowa, 55
Graver, Clair and Mary K.,
King of Prussia, Pa., 50
Kettering, Delbert and Betty,
Polk, Ohio, 50
Kline, Adam and Shirley,
Newmanstown , Pa., 55
Messick, Obrey and Virginia,
Midland, Va., 65
Miller, Jake and Marion,

Woodbury, Pa., 65
Moore, George and Clearissa,
Bassett, Va. , 50
Riley, Robert and Carolyn,

Uniontown , Ohio, 50
Shuman, Kenneth and Nedra,
Lititz, Pa. , 50
Smith, Wayne and Shirley,
Conestoga, Pa. , 50
Sutherin, Donald and Nancy,
Hartville, Ohio, 50

Deaths
Bahr, Merlin Howard, 80,

Copemish, Mich., Apri l 19
Bailey, Ralph E., 61, Mount
Morris, Ill., April 23
Benner, Samuel, Jr., 83,
Mifflintown, Pa. , May 17
Bigler, Donna, 89, Goshen,
Ind. , April 7
Brubaker, H. Elmer, 76,
Manheim, Pa., May 2
Cheuvront, B. Clair, 86,
Broadway, Va. , April 15
Chrispyn , Paul William, 92,
Goshen, Ind ., April 24
Cunningham, Ellen Edmi ster,
102, Fresno, Calif., April 23
Davis , William Breckenridge,
88, Fincastle, Va., March 28
Driver, Edward A. , 87, Lima,

Ohio, April 19
Eberwein, M. Wayne, 88,
Greenville, Ohio, March 15
Edwards , Eva Mae, 99,
Alexandria, Va., Feb. 14
Eggert, Marshall, 85, Bolivar,
Mo., May 4
Fehr, Ben, 77, Union, Ohio,
April 5
Gates, J. Glenn, 89,
Hollidaysburg, Pa., May 3
Greenawalt, Dorothy, 84,
Bedford, Pa., March 26
Heckman, Evelyn Edmister,
95, Fresno, Calif., Jan. 19
Horst, Emily, 82, Sterling,
Ohio, May 9

Huffman, Joseph T., 90,
Modesto, Calif. , April 16
Ingold, Roger L., 83,
Hershey, Pa., May 11
Jones, Ronald, 88, Bradford,
Ohio, April 12
Joynt, LaVonne M., 92,
Mount Morris, Ill., May 6
Kintner, George, 85, Adrian,
Mich. , April 21
Kroft, Gladys, 98, Akron,
Ind. , March 22
Lantz, J. Harry, 86,
Broadway, Va., April 27
Leer, Ruby Lavone, 91,
Goshen, Ind., May 21

Martin, Julia Margarette Petty,
91, Buchanan, Va., March 2
Martin, Louie D., 49,
Waynesboro, Pa., April 28
May, Evelyn M., 92,
Boonsboro, Md. , May 2
McConnell, Patsy, 74, Dixon,
Ill., May 11
McCorkle, Mabel, 75,
Palmyra, Pa., April 1 7
McDonaldson , Polly Ann
Armentrout, 76,
Keezletown, Va., Dec. l 7
Metz, Eugene M., 75,
Smithsburg, Md. , April 21
Miller, Glen, 90, Greenville,
Ohio, April 25
Rieley, Joseph G., 82,
Blacksburg, Va., March 17
Shade, Darrell , 79, Greenville,
Ohio, March 11
Shamp, Ellsworth J. , 94,
Pemberville, Ohio, May 4
Shearer, Clark C., 55,
Wabash, Ind., May 9
Sherck, Marjorie A., 92,
Goshen, Jnd ., May 13
Shoemaker, Raymond Scott,
91 , Linville, Va., May 13
St. Aubin, Marguerite, 76,
Greensboro, Md., May 6
Tew, Dorothy, 80, Bedford,
Pa., Feb. 22
Trost, Carl, 81 , Pleasant Hill,
Ohio, April I 7
Whetzel, Willis A. , 75,
Dayton , Va. , March 26
Wieand, Mary Elizabeth, 94,
Lombard, Ill. , May 9
Wise, Dorothy, 93,
Uniontown, Ohio, Feb. 13
Wooley, Margaret W., 90,
Chambersburg, Pa., March 15

Licensings
Dorn , Rhonda, N. Ind. Dist.

(Union Center, Nappanee,
Ind.), May 2
Rhodes, Harry S., Virlina
Dist. (Central, Roanoke,
Va.) , May 10
Shell, Claude C., Virlina Dist.
(New Covenant, Chester,
Va.) , May 17
Shull , Janice Kay, Atl. S.E.
Dist. (Venice, Fla.), Feb. I
Sledd, Jeffrey T. , Pac. S.W. Dist.
(Community Brethren,
Fresno, Calif.), Feb. 22
Stover-Brown, Christopher E.,
W. Plains Dist. (Wichita First,
Wichita, Kan.), March 15
Tolton, Joseph C., Mich. Dist.
(Midland, Mich.), March 1

Ordinations
Aukerman, Ruth M.. Mid -Atl.
Dist. (Union Bridge, Md.),
March I
Riffle, Bruce E., W. Marva Dist.
(Bowden Family Worship
Center, Bowden, W.Va.), Feb.
8

Rush, James Scott, W. Marva
Dist. (Brookside, Aurora,
W.Va.), May 3
Stone, Karl E. , S/ C Ind. Dist.
(Richmond, Ind.), Jan. 25
Ulrich, Paula Ziegler, S/C
Ind. Dist. (Nettle Creek,
Hagerstown, Ind.), April 19
Wetzel, Eric, Shen. Dist.
(Mount Olivet, Timberville,
Va.), March 15

Pastoral
Placements
Abbitt, Collin M., from pastor,
Owl Creek, Bellville, Ohio,
to pastor, Bl issville,
Plymouth, Ind., March 8
Bendes, Mark S., from pastor,
Somerset, Pa., to pastor,
Yellow Creek, Goshen, Ind.,
April I
Biddle, Guy C., from interim
to pastor, Mount Pleasant,
Bourbon, Ind ., March 8
Burk, Kelly, Director of
Campus Ministries,
Earlham College,
Richmond, Ind. , Jan. 1
Dorn, Rhonda, minister of
youth, Union Center,
Nappanee, Ind., March 6
Gaunt, Craig A., youth pastor,
Richland, Pa., March 23
Keegan, Gerald P. , chaplain,
Mountain Valley Hospice,
Galax, Va., May 1
Mayer, Robin Wentworth, from
interim to pastor, Anderson,
Ind., March 1
McCauliff, Linda L. , chaplain,
Penn State Children's
Hospital, Hershey Medical
Center, Hershey, Pa., Jan . 19
McCoy, Shelby F., from interim to pastor, Sipesville, Pa.,
April 1
Shull, Janice Kay, pastor,
Venice, Fla., Feb. 1
Sledd, Jeffrey T. , pastor,
Community Brethren, Fresno,
Calif., Feb. 22
Wetzel, Eric, from pastor,
Mount Olivet, Timberville,
Va., to associate pastor,
Lick Creek, Bryan, Ohio,
May 1
Whitten, David, pastor, South
Waterloo, Waterloo, Iowa,
April 12

Messenger July/Au gu st 2009

Iii

Less than human
VN

nneth Stroughter, who lost his home last year,
calls The Rebuild Center "a real good place."
"It is really a blessing to a lot of people who are in need,"
he adds.
The complex is located in the parking lot of a massive
Catholic church, just northwest of downtown New Orleans.
Several Catholic agencies operate out
of the center to serve the city's homeless population. They joined forces as
needs increased in the wake of
Hurricane Katrina four years ago.
Today the space offers showers, job
counseling, language services, lunches, and much more.
Don Thompson, director of one of
those agencies, said they didn't want
to just provide services. It was important to create a space that was welcoming and inviting . Hidden behind
fences and trailers are wooden walkways, landscaped garden areas, clean facilities, and artwork.
"Many of the people who come here are stunned that
something this new and beautiful had been built for them,"
Thompson says. "We know that the people coming in leave
just as homeless as when they came, but while they're here
they know they matter to people. That's what we can give."
It's not a small gift, especially given all this area has been

told the newspaper afterwards. "Our system is broken, and
we need to work for justice."
Youth at this year's Church of the Brethren Christian
Citizenship Seminar heard that theme related to modern-day
slavery, as did delegates at last summer's Annual
Conference. "They told me I was no good," former child
slave Roni Hong told the CCS group, reflecting on her time
of captivity in India.
David Fracarro, on the staff of the World Council of
Churches US Conference, said it comes down to dignity. Can
we say to everyone, "You are all precious and of equal
worth because you are a creation of God"?
A similar message was brought to a gathering of church
journalists this spring by Sister Helen Prejean, a fiery nun
known for her opposition to capital punishment. Her story
became famous after it was featured in the movie Dead Man
Walking. She called the death penalty "one of the terrible
moral issues of our day."
"We are so separated from the reality that we feel no horror," said Prejean, who has served-at first reluctantly-as
spiritual counselor for numerous death row inmates. "It
doesn't affect most of us personally."
She said that dehumanizing the process helps us live with
it, in the same vein as arguments now being used in the
debate over torture.
"There's so much that keeps us from hearing the cry,"
she said.

THE DISASTER EXPOSED JUST HOW EASILY LARGE GROUPS OF PEOPLE
CAN BE OVERLOOKED, EVEN IN THIS COUNTRY. FOR MANY HOMELESS PEOPLE,
THAT'S AN EVERYDAY REALITY. THE DISPARITIES ARE EASIER TO LIVE WITH IF WE THINK
OF THE "LESS FORTUNATE" AS SOMEHOW LESS THAN US, AND SO WE OFTEN DO.

through since Katrina. The disaster exposed just how easily
large groups of people can be overlooked, even in this country. For many homeless people, that's an everyday reality.
The disparities are easier to live with if we think of the "less
fortunate" as somehow less than us, and so we often do.
At a recent United Methodist Council of Bishops meeting
in Washington, D.C., bishops fanned out one morning to
share free breakfasts with migrant workers who were seeking day labor. According to The United Methodist Reporter,
one Methodist bishop asked a worker what he would like to
see in a church. The worker's answer: that the church "treats
us as a human being."
That story was "really sticking in my heart," the bishop

The twisted logic has been used for centuries in wars,
from the medieval era to present-day Iraq. Propaganda
paints the other side as the enemy, as monsters, as less than
human. If a conflict is set up as good vs. evil, well then surely we must cheer for good, right?
The Brethren had a prophetic witness in the wake of World
War II-an era featured in this issue-because they were willing to go in and serve unconditionally, whether it was the
overlooked or the "enemy." They encountered people as children of God, not just statistics or stereotypes. That consistently has been one of our hallmarks in our brightest moments.
The need for such vision hasn't diminished. Can we do it
again?-Ed. ~

COMING IN SEPTEMBER: Coverage of the 2009 Annual Conference in San Diego, stories of service,
World Mission Offering, movie review, Bible study on 1 & 2 Peter, and more.
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National Youth Conference
July 17-22, 2010
Colorado State University in Ft. Collins, CO
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Church of the Brethren

Host a SERRV Sale
and change lives ...
By selling handcrafts and food from SERRV in your
church community, you help artisans and farmers
support their families and have a better future.

"Your orders mean more money to pay for the
education of my children, and to make sure they have
enough food to eat.
-Nguyen Thi Nga, Vietnam
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