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Follow m.e, 
two words from Jesus that invite us on a journey 
Advent and Lent, two seasons of the year that define the journey 

The Brethren Press seasonal devotional 

series encourages followers to a renewed 

understanding and deepened commitment 

to the call of Jesus. Our devotional guides are 

written by some of the finest authors in the 

Church of the Brethren. Each year readers 

will receive over twelve weeks of daily 

meditations with scripture and prayer to 

prepare them for Advent and Lent. All this 

for less than the price of a greeting card. 

Becoming a seasonal 
subscriber is easy and 
costs only $4 a year for 
both booklets. This represents a 
20% savings off the retail price. 
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Subscriptions are renewed automatically each year at 
the discounted rate and bulk quantities can be adjusted 
with a simple call. Subscribers will be billed once a year 
and can cancel the program at any time. 
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Brethren Press® 
Call Brethren Press at 800-441-3712 

to start your subscription today. 

Experience the depth of our series for yourself and for your congregation. 
Share the series with family and friends; it is one gift they will truly appreciate. 
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8 Brethren ways of worship 
"Worship," writes Dawn Ottoni-Wilhelm, "is the 
crucib le within which faith communities meet the 
transforming power of God." She says Brethren 
have brought some unique understandings to 
this crucible: participatory worship, shared lead
ership, and responding through service. 

13 Putting pets to rest 
What happens when our lost loved one isn't a 
human? Some ministers and others are serving 
as pet chaplains, helping people grieve the very 
real loss of their furrier friends. 

14 A time to build 
Three and a half years after Hurricane Katrina 
struck New Orleans and surrounding areas of the 
Gulf Coast, rebuilding work continues steadily, 
but slowly. Steve Keim reflects on the impor
tance of such ministries despite the frustratioAs 
(p. 14), while Yvonne Riege shares about the 
Churches Supporting Churches program (p. 16). 

18 Colossians: Remember the new life 
The writer of this epistle emphasizes themes of 
creation, vices and virtues, relationships, and the 
need for wisdom. It also offers some basic 
advice for the church: "Do everything in the 
name of the Lord Jesus." 
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l t would be hard to be Brethren and not hear plenty of messages about 

helping the poor. After all, we have a pretty good track record in the areas of 

service and justice. 

But, lest we begin to feel a bit proud, it's worth noting that there are also groups 

that do much better. In fact, overall we might average out to 

be fairly typical American Christians . . . who read familiar 

passages of scripture every week, remember to pray for the 

poor, and always donate when there's a food drive. 

In the midst of all of these good intentions, the wealthiest 

country in the world has 37 million people below the poverty 

level. Four million were added during the past eight years, a 

time of unprecedented economic growth, and we know that 

many more are newly at risk. 

Now that the economy has our undivided attention, it's a good 

time to reread some of those scripture verses about poverty. 

Speak up for people who cannot speak for themselves. 

. .. Protect the rights of the poor and needy (Prov. 31 :8-9 CEV). 

If we are rich and see others in need, yet close our hearts against them, how 

can we claim that we love God? (1 John 3:17 CEV). 

Sell all your belongings and give the money to the poor (Luke 12:33 CEV). 

That's a sampling. There are some 2,000 verses about poverty, according to Jim Wallis 

of Sojourners. Reading dozens in one sitting is a bracing reminder of our collective 

failure in an area that clearly is a priority for God. 

Attending to the poor is "at the center of Christian life and witness," declared 

Christian Churches Together, the broadest association of Christians in the country. Its 

embrace of the "whole gospel" is a remarkable consensus, given that its participant 

church bodies and organizations are evangelical, Pentecostal, Roman Catholic, 

Orthodox, historic black, and Protestant. 

In a mid-January meeting the new president's transition team welcomed this mes

sage from CCT leaders-and offered a challenge in return: Why don't more people get 

the connection between what they hear in church and how they vote? In other words, 

it's not enough for Christians to ask lawmakers to remember the poor. Rather, we need 

to throw our weight behind specific programs and decisions. 

We still need to pray. We still need to donate food. We also need to do Proverbs 31:8-9. 
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CONGREGATIOf\! CLOSE-UP 

Creating a 1 more useable space' 
Black Rock improves accessibility of its sanctuary 
Black Rock Church of the Brethren (Glenville, Pa.) has made accessibilty and inclu
sion of people with disabilities a priority in its ministry. 

In 2005, the congregation won the "Open Roof" Award from the Association of 

Brethren Caregivers (now Church of the Brethren Caring Ministries) for its work. 
The congregation at that time had formed a Special Needs Ministry Exploration 

Committee to look at related issues. It installed a ramp, posted a handicapped 
entrance sign, made space for wheelchairs in the sanctuary, and made handi

capped-accessible bathrooms on both floors of the church. 
Several years later, the 

work continues. Black 

Rock has completed most 
of a major renovation 
effort in its sanctuary, in 

large part to improve 

accessibility. A lift was 
installed in the front of 

the church to permit 
wheelchairs to access the 

raised pulpit area, and 
more wheelchair-accessi

ble pews were added. 
Handicapped-accessible 

doors were updated to 

make them completely 
automatic. 

A section of floor now rises to the level of the platform of 
the front of the sanctuary at Black Rock Church of the 
Brethren, one of the new improvements made to enhance 
accessibility at the church. 

"The renovation project 

has helped to make our 
sanctuary a more useable 
space," pastor of out

reach James Risser said. 

In addition, an outdated 
sound system was upgraded, a video system added, painting done, and improve

ments made to the pews and flooring. The main lights in the sanctuary were 
replaced with high-efficiency fluorescent lighting. Some woodwork touch-ups were 
still under way as of mid-January. 

The congregation, located in Southern Pennsylvania District near the Maryland 
line, has about 400 members. 

Do you have district or congregational stories t hat might be of interest to M ESSENGER? Send them to MESSENGER, 

c/o In Touch, 1451 Dundee Ave ., Elgin, IL 60120 or messenger@brethren.org. 

"""YOU SAID IT 

.. The numbers are 
showing that we do 
indeed barely know 
who we are." 

· -Josh Brockway, speaking about Brethren identity at 
the Young Adult Leadership Forum sponsored by the 
Church of the Brethren Ministry Office (see story, p. 20). 

BVTHENUMBERS 

401 
Number of registrations received in the first 
half hour that registration was open for this 

summer's Church of the Brethren 
youth/young adult workcamps. Registration 

opened Jan. 5 at 8 p.m. Central time 
(www.brethrenworkcamps.org). 

the Brethren recently added air condi
tioning and a handicapped restroom on 
the main floor. The church celebrated 85 
years on Nov. 2 . ... Shepherd's Spring 
(Sharpsburg, Md.) is planning a grand 
opening celebration for its Heifer Global 
Village on May 9 ... . Spring Creek 
Church of the Brethren (Hershey, Pa.) has 
donated use of its parsonage for families 
of patients undergoing long hospital 
stays at nearby Hershey Medical Center. 

Southeast Camp Bethel (Fincastle, Va.) 
has called Jenny Steinbach as its new 
assistant director and Ernst Meier as its 
new food services director. The camp 
had 876 campers registered for summer 
2008 .... Virlina District conference dele
gates in November recognized two new 
fellowships-Lake Side of Moneta, Va., 
and Flowing Faith of Greensboro, N.C.
and approved disorganization of Terrace 
View Union Church in Forest, Va .. .. 
Cedar Creek Church of the Brethren 
(Citronelle, Ala.) hosted the Southeastern 
District winter youth retreat Jan. 1-4, 
with keynote speaker Gilbert Romero. 

Midwest Camp Mack (Milford, Ind.) 
reported that it ministered to more than 
14,000 individuals in some form in 2008 . . 
.. Michigan District held a peace camp for 
young adults Jan. 17-19 at Camp Brethren 
Heights .... The fall dinner and auction at 
Pleasant Hill Village retirement communi
ty (Girard, Ill.) raised more than $17,000 
after expenses . . . . This year's Southern 
Ohio District pastors and spouses retreat 
Feb. 15-17 will focus on "Balancing the 
Demands of Both Family and Ministry." 

Ozarks/Plains Western Plains held its 
first Youth Worker Retreat Sept. 19-20 at 
Camp Mount Hermon (Tonganoxie, Kan.) 
for renewal, networking, professional 
education, and fellowship. It was 
planned by Jennifer Jensen and Lois 
Grummet. Shawn Flory Replogle and 
Cheryl Mishler served as speakers. 

West Camp La Verne (Angeles Oaks, 
Calif.) is scheduled to hold its annual 
banquet, including a silent auction and 
awards ceremony, on Feb. 7 ... . The 
"Brethren Voices" community television 
program produced by Portland (Ore.) 
Church of the Brethren in January fea
tured the Brethren "seagoing cowboys" 
of the 1940s, in an interview with 
researcher Peggy Reiff Miller. 
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REMEMBERED 

• Phil and Louise (Louie) Baldwin Rieman, co-pastors of Northview Church 
of the Brethren in Indianapolis, were killed in a weather-related car accident 
on the morning of Dec. 26. The accident occurred on an icy highway in 
Hamilton County as the Riemans were headed to a family gathering. 

The Riemans were Church of the Brethren mission workers in Sudan from 1992 
to 1996, serving as community development facilitators for the New Sudan 
Council of Churches and with the council 's Peace Department. Their work for the 
council also took them to Uganda and Kenya. 

Phil and Louie 
Rieman carry 
out Brethren 

mission work 
in Sudan in 

the 1990s. 

Louie Rieman, 63, was a current member of the Church of the Brethren's 
Mission Advisory Committee. She and Phil, 64, both participated in the Sudan 
Assessment Team that spent three weeks in southern Sudan in summer 2007. 

In other service to the church, the Riemans pastored congregations in Iowa 
and Indiana. They coordinated the church's first Nigeria workcamp in 1985, 
which has since become an annual event. They were active in peace witness 
and war tax resistance for decades, and were featured by the New York Times 
in an article on the National Campaign for a Peace Tax Fund in 2002. The arti
cle reported that they gave about 60 percent of their taxes to civil rights and 
peace programs despite Internal Revenue Service threats of liens against bank 
accounts, wage garnishments, and seizure of the family van. Their son, Ken, 
said in an Indianapolis Star article that his parents "advocated a nonconformi
ty to the culture and its notions of success." 

Phil Rieman was born in Chicago, the son of T. Wayne and Gwen Rieman. 
Louie Baldwin Rieman was born in Garkida, Nigeria, the daughter of Elmer 
and Ferne Baldwin, who were long-term Brethren mission workers in Nigeria. 
Both graduated from Manchester College in North Manchester, Ind., and from 
Bethany Theological Seminary. They were married in 1967. They are survived 
by their children: son, Ken, and his wife, Kate; and daughters Tina and Cheri. 

A memorial service was held Dec. 31 at the Northview church. A time of 
silence, prayer, sharing, and fellowship was also held Dec. 31 at Ivester 
Church of the Brethren in Grundy Center, Iowa, where the Riemans were pas
tors from 1985 to 1992. 

• Paul Hoover Bowman, 94, died Dec. 5 in Lenexa, Kan. Born in 
Philadelphia, he became a conscientious objector during World War II and 
served with Brethren Service Committee in various capacities, including a 
two-year stint in Spain following the Spanish Civil War to work with refugees. 
He graduated from Bridgewater (Va.) College and later earned a doctorate 
from the University of Chicago, eventually serving as executive director of the 
Institute for Community Studies of the University of Missouri. He and his wife, 
Evelyn, served as volunteer coordinators for older adult programming under 
the Church of the Brethren Health and Welfare Association from 1985 to 1991. 
A memorial service was held in Kansas on Dec. 10. 
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Christmas Eve at Bermudian 
features historical ambience 

Christmas Eve at Bermudian Church of 
the Brethren (East Berlin, Pa.) carries a lot 
of history. The congregation annually 
holds candlelight worship at the 155-year
old Altland Meeting House, which the 
church owns. 

The meeting house was built as a joint 
project with German Lutheran and German 
Reformed congregations in the area, and 
rotating services by the three groups con
tiriued there until about 1896. Bermudian 
held regular services there until 1920. 
Bermudian's youth group began the work 
of restoring the meeting house in the 
1980s, and the first Christmas Eve candle
light service was held there in 1981. 

Growth in attendance forced the addition 
of a second candlelight service in 2001. 
The services took place this year in a fresh
ly painted church, courtesy of a youth 
group workcamp project this past summer. 

The simple wooden building still fea
tures two side-by-side entrances, oil 
lamps, a stove in the middle of the build
ing for heat, and a wood floor. The servic
es this year included singing a variety of 
carols a capella, scripture, and a Christmas 
story told by pastor Larry Dentler. 

Waves of women: Modesto (Calif.) 
Church of the Brethren has celebrated a 
unique feature of its congregation-a fami
ly with four generations of women who 
are all very active in the congregation, and 
all of whom have been associated w ith the 
Church of the Brethren since birth. 
Pictured, counterclockwise from lower left, 
are Kathryn (Brallier) Duncanson , her 
daughter Karleen (Duncanson) Daniels, her 
daughter Kim (Daniels} Boardman, and her 
daughter Kelsey Boardman. 



LANDMARKS & LAURELS 

• Spring Run Church of the 
Brethren (McVeytown, Pa.) celebrated 
its 150th anniversary Oct. 4-5. 

• Hollidaysburg (Pa.) Church of 
the Brethren held a 100th anniversary 
celebration Oct. 25-26, opening a time 
capsule in the cornerstone of the church 
during the weekend. 

• James R. Gaier, a 1974 Manchester 
College (North Manchester, Ind.) alum
nus and a former professor and chair of 
the chemistry department there, was 
honored this fall by NASA for his work 
at the Glenn Research Center in 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

• Several Bethany Theological 
Seminary professors are celebrating new 
publications. Dawn Ottoni-Wilhelm, 
associate professor of preaching and 
worship, recently had her book Preaching 
the Gospel of Mark published by 
Westminster John Knox Press; Bethany 
planned a Feb. 2 reception to celebrate 
the publication. Tara Hornbacker, asso
ciate professor of ministry formation, had 
a chapter titled "Working with 
Technology and Distance Education in 
Theological Field Education" included in 
the newly released book Preparing for 
Ministry: A Practical Guide to Theological 
Field Education by George M. Hillman Jr., 
published by Kregel Academic and 
Professional. And "Anabaptist 
Theology," an article by Thomas Finger, 
scholar-in-residence at Bethany during 
the 2008-2009 academic year, appears in 
the new Global Dictionary of Theology 
published by lntervarsity Press. 

• Grants from the Church of the 
Brethren's Global Food Crisis Fund 
reached a record high in 2008, with 
$464,500 disbursed. 

Little children lead outreach 
at Living Faith congregation 

Living Faith Church of the Brethren 
(Concord, N.C.) is a new congregation 
that evolved out of a new church plant. In 
this new congregation, everyone gets an 
opportunity to serve the Lord no matter 
what their age. 

Recently Dillon Yoder (age 3) and his 
brother Matthew Yoder (age 2) challenged 

Children at the Living Faith 
congregation dedicate gift boxes 
gathered in an outreach project. 

this congregation to prepare Operation 
Christmas Child shoe boxes for children 
around the world. When asked how many 
boxes our congregation should prepare, 
the answer came quickly: "98," they said. 
What a challenge for this congregation of 
40-plus! 

We missed their goal by a few, but we 
were able to prepare 18 boxes full of gifts. 
At the worship service on Nov. 16 these 
boxes were delivered to the church. The 
children, led by Matthew and Dillon, gath
ered around the shoe boxes, placed their 
hands on them, and, kneeling together, 
asked that the boxes be blessed and that 
other children might come to know Jesus' 
love through these gifts and toys. 

The Yoder boys were thanked for their 
hard work on this project, and Matthew 
Yoder responded with total humility, "You 
are welcome." 

S I NCE 1885 

MUTUALAID 
ASSOCIATION 

FOR C H U R CH OF TH E BRET H REN 

Our matching grant Share Fund provides 
money for your church to help with: 

Loss from fire, tornado, flooding 
and other disasters 
Health-related expenses 
not covered by insurance 
Disability 
Lost Wages 
Death and burial expenses 
Financial hardships 

SHAREFUNDJlNc. 
MAT C HI N G GRANT PROGRAM 
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Put youth ministry front and center 

As I was entering 9th grade, our family moved to a 
new home. I was just one more awkward teenager 

feeling lost and unimportant in a huge, brand new, state-of
the-art high school. 

Many people know that feeling of being in a new town, a 
new church, and a new school-how overwhelming it all can 
be. And then, in the midst of it all, I met Charles and 
Madeline Geiman. Charles and Madeline, an older brother 
and sister pair who had lived most of their lives in the lovely 
house their father had built, took me under their wings. They 

offered me a job helping them care 
for the house and yard-which they 
no longer could do-and treated me 
like I was someone who mattered. 

I remember so many Saturdays, 
after finishing my chores, being 
invited to stay for lunch in their huge 
and rather elegant dining room, and 
being the center of attention for an 
hour or more. It was a special time 
for me. As I sat around their table 
talking about my faith and my life, I 

became someone with interesting ideas, someone who was 
worth listening to. I have never forgotten how important that 
was to me at a critical time in my life. 

I went on to become a youth pastor and then a college 
chaplain, and after more than 20 years I am certain that 
those same factors are at the heart of youth and young adult 
ministry when it is done meaningfully. I have done the serv
ice trips and "big events" and created a significant youth 
group experience for a lot of teenagers. Yet I continue to 
affirm that, at its heart, faith grows best and most deeply as 
a result of relationships developed across the generations in 

school as traditionally constructed has run its course, but 
there is no doubt that Christians need to be life-long learners 
in their faith journey. 

The second is ministry to families. No matter what you 
hear, the survey still says that no one influences whether or 
not teens will be involved in the church or have a deep and 
meaningful faith as adults more than their families. The 
church that does not minister to the families of their youth 
today is missing one of the most important areas of ministry 
to the next generation. 

A third important focal area is the congregational family. 
The body of Christ needs to serve as an extended family to 
young people, mentoring and modeling, offering real oppor
tunities for leadership training and experience. 

The final quadrant of this model looks at the traditional 
youth group, seeing it as a place where Christian young peo
ple find the support and fellowship necessary to negotiate the 
high school hallways and work settings, where the idea of liv
ing a distinctively Christian life is not always popular or easy. 

I believe it is time for us to stop seeing youth ministry as 
one area of ministry within the church and bring it front and 
center. It is time to view passing the faith to the next genera
tion as an integral and central mission of the entire congre
gation. No more can we say, "We'll give the youth $250 in 
the budget this year again, but they really need to earn most 
of their money." No more can we just give them a room that 
we allow them to paint crazy colors and fill with our old fur
niture and believe we are caring for them properly. No more 
can we rely on that new young couple in the church to be 
youth leaders with little or no support or training. 

We need to ask our pastors to go on a weekend retreat 
with their youth, potentially missing a Sunday morning to do 
so, because it is one of the most important places they can 

II 
IF WE ARE GOING TO HAVE A CHURCH IN ANOTHER GENERATION OR TWO, IT WILL 

BE BECAUSE WE HAVE EMBRACED OUR YOUNG PEOPLE, LOOKED THEM IN THE 
EYE, AND SAID TO THEM, .. YOU MATTER TO GOD AND TO US." 

the church family. Programs are nice, involvement in service 
is critical, but in the end faith is still passed on to the next 
generation through seeing it modeled and articulated by 
people w ith a faith more fully developed than one 's own. 

A great model that offers some guidelines for making 
youth ministry live at the heart of the church's life together 
was created at the Augsburg Youth and Family Institute in 
Minnesota. It suggests that if we want to pass our faith on to 
the next generation, we need to commit to it as a church in 
four major areas. 

The first is Christian education. Christian education needs 
to be done, they suggest, in multiple settings utilizing multi
ple approaches. We can debate forever whether Sunday 
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be. Our denomination (at Bethany Theological Seminary) has 
an Institute for Ministry with Youth and Young Adults. 
Training in this area should not be something that is optional 
for seminarians. All our future ministers need to be prepared 
to offer informed leadership to congregations in this area. 

If we are going to have a church in another generation or 
two, it will be because we have embraced our young people, 
looked them in the eye, and said to them, "You matter to 
God and to us." It will be because we have all been willing 
to make the passing along of the faith to the next generation 
one of the most important parts of our life together as the 
Christian community. li! 
L. David W itkovsky is chaplai n of Juniata College in Huntingdon, Pa. 



QUOTEWORTHV 

'' Transfor111ed 
people transfor111 
people.'' 

-Ron Muse, Mennonite Central Committee service worker in inner-city 
Philadelphia. He was quoted in Mennonite Weekly Review. 

"We ... have failed again and again, at least 
in not being able to discern with greater 
clarity the way the Holy Spirit is leading us. 
But our response cannot be one of giving up. 
That would be a betrayal of our vocation." 

-the Rev. Dr. Walter Altmann, moderator of the World Council of 
Churches (WCCI, describing the progress of the ecumenical movement in 

an address to the WCC central committee. 

"I think for many people, this is a scary time 
for the church. Others of us see it as a time 
for creativity." 

-California pastor Brian Mclaren, author of Everything Must Change, 
talking about changing trends in worship and the church (RNSI 

"The conflict only made all of us losers." 
-the Rev. Dr. Margaretha Hendri ks-Ririmasse, a chair of the Communion 

of Churches in Indonesia. She was reflecting on violence between 
Christians and Muslims in Indonesia that resulted in significant property 

damage and loss of life. (WCC News Service> 

"Transformation is never far from struggle. 
For all the struggle the Church of the 
Brethren is going through today, we should 
be a deeply spiritual people!" 
-Earlham University (Richmond, Ind.I campus minister Kelly Burk, speak

ing at a Westminster (Md.I Church of the Brethren homecoming service 

"No one has the absolute right not to be 
offended, or the right to live without the 
uncomfortable opinions of others." 

-Shahed Amanullah, writing in Censorship News 

"We are not politicians; our role is to seek 
justice. If justice is not achieved, extremism 
will thrive. And we should not allow the 
extremism to take hostage Palestine and the 
whole Middle East. This is the time for 
justice and we need to seize it." 
-Munib Younan, bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and 

the Holy Land, commenting on results of the Annapolis Middle East con
ference hosted by the US administration (WCC News Service> 

CULTUREVIEW 

• Birmingham, Ala., ranks as the 
most generous city in 
America, according to a study 
that measured percentage of 

toric victory." He reiterated the 
need for states that have not yet 
done so-including the United 
States, Russia, China, India, 

household income given to Pakistan, Israel, and 
charity in 60 metropolitan areas. Zimbabwe-to "sign and sup
Birmingham-area residents give port this timely arms control 
3.6 percent of their household and humanitarian initiative." 
income to charity, just ahead of • A USA Today report in 
several other Southern cities, December highlighted results of 
the study said. Memphis, Tenn., the National Congregations 
was second at 3.4 percent and Study, which found that fewer 
Columbia, S.C., was third with congregations are now complete-
3.2 percent. At the bottom were ly white. The figure was 14 per-
San Antonio, Pittsburgh, and cent in the 2008 report (with data 
Tampa, Fla. (RNS) from 2006-2007), down from 20 

• In its 2008 year-end assess
ment, Church World Service 
said that an increased number 
of forced migrations, continued 
global food crises, shrinking 
water resources, and other seri
ous results of climate change 
represent the principal humani
tarian and development chal
lenges of 2009. 

• The United Nations has 
declared 2009 as the 
"International Year of 
Reconciliation." 

• World Council of Churches 
general secretary the Rev. Dr. 
Samuel Kobia welcomed the 
Dec. 3 signing of the 
Convention on Cluster 
Munitions by more than 100 
countries as a "humane and his-

percent in 1998. Congregations 
have also become more open to 
using drums, applauding, calling 
out "Amen!," and using overhead 
screens in the past decade. And 
one in three members is over age 
60, up from one in four in 1998. 

• The Associated Baptist Press 
reports that writings of 
Balthasar Hubmaier, among 
the most well known and 
respected Anabaptist theolo
gians of the Reformation, will 
soon be available for online 
research, thanks to a project of 
European Baptist scholars in 
Germany and the Czech 
Republic. It is likely to take six 
months to a year to digitize 
the more than 30 short 
and long pamphlets. 

JUST FOR FUN: SCRAMBLE 

EDIFICE ETYMOLOGY Unscramble the following 10 words that 
relate to parts of a church building. Answers are printed below: 

THENRAX 

TULIPP 

ONIONMUCM BLEAT 

SLOWHEFLIP LAHL 

DINEATS SLAGS 

TABYSTRIP 

CLEANHC 

CANARYSTU 

SPEW 

SEICOFF 

Messenger February 2009 



BRETHREN WAYS OF 

PARTICIPATION, SERVICE, 
AND SHARED LEADERSHIP ARE KEV 

by Dawn Ottoni-Wilhelm 

Wat is this strange ritual called "worship" that 
e enact on Sunday mornings? Why do we do it? 

For some, worship is a part of our weekly routine and as nat-
ural as going to work or school; for others, it takes every bit of 
courage to step out of our car (or out of our beds) and into the 
strange dynamics of congregational life. 

Some find it exhilarating to catch up with friends during 
Sunday school or the coffee hour; others prefer to enter the 
sanctuary quietly just before worship begins, in search of 
shared solitude. Many consider worship to be an act of com
fort and stability amid a tumultuous world; for others, showing 
up on Sunday morning is an act of defiance that challenges 
the sleepy, self-centered norms of society. Some worship with 
longings in their hearts and questions on their minds; others 
are so overwhelmed with hardships and injustice that they 
need the church to raise questions on their behalf. Most ask no 
questions at all. 

SO, WHY DO WE WORSHIP? 
For centuries, the church has recognized at least three rea
sons for God's people to gather for corporate worship: to 
give glory to God (praise), to edify or build up the body of 
Christ (nurture), and to bear witness to the gospel for those 
who are not yet believers (evangelism). Most congregations 
favor one purpose more than another, choosing to focus on 
outreach to newcomers or Christian education among 
believers or the exultation of God above all else. Many try to 



combine one or more of these-sometimes with great suc
cess, sometimes not. 

If we trace the development of new forms of worship in 
America during the past 30 or more years, we see each of these 

MORE THAN A BAROMETER OF OUR 
WELL-BEING OR DEMISE, WORSHIP IS 
THE CRUCIBLE WITHIN WHICH FAITH 
COMMUNITIES MEET THE 
TRANSFORMING POWER OF GOD. 

purposes developing and combining in new ways. For exam
ple, the much-acclaimed "seeker services" of Willow Creek 
Community Church in South Barrington, Ill., reflect a passion 
for reaching out to people who would otherwise not attend 
Sunday morning worship; the liturgical renewal movements 
among orthodox and other faith communities strive to deepen 
each person's encounter with divine mystery and ancient wor
ship practices; praise and contemporary worship services hope 
to enliven our sense of God's majesty and immediacy amid the 
worshiping body; and emergent worship services develop new 
settings and innovative practices that attract rising generations 
and others who long to explore faith anew. 

At their best, new forms of worship reflect a genuine desire 

for God's people to express and experience faith in vital, 
meaningful ways. 

At their worst, they represent the polarization and fragmen
tation of Christ's body: the so-called "worship wars" that pull 
congregations, denominations, families, and local communi
ties apart. 

More than a barometer of ou r well-being or demise, worship 
is the crucible within which faith communities meet the trans
forming power of God. Whenever two or more gather in 
Christ's name, the Spirit is there among us to offer newness of 
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FOUR-PART SINGING CALLS US TO LISTEN MORE CLOSELY TO ONE 
ANOTHER. WHEN MY CHILDREN LEARN TO SING AT HOME AND IN CHURCH, 
THEY LEARN THAT WE NEED OTHERS TO FIND OUR OWN VOICE, THAT 
EVERYONE'S VOICE HAS A PLACE. 

life-to bring the light and fire of God's love to the gathered 
community seeking Christ's presence and guidance. Paul's 
prayer for the church in Ephesus reflects this vision of worship: 

"I pray that, according to the riches of God's 
glory, you may be strengthened in your 
inner being with power through the Spirit, 
and that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith, as you are being rooted and 
grounded in love. I pray that you may have 
the power to comprehend, with all the 
saints, what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth, and to know the love of 
Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you 
may be filled with all the fullness of God" 
(Eph. 3:16-19, paraphrased). 

It is a vision of God's gift to us in worship: shared love, divine 
presence, the community searching, knowing, and receiving 
the fullness of Jesus Christ as we ground ourselves in the 
service of worship. The fire of God's love may enliven or 
devour us; it has the power to illumine or blind. For those 
who seek the living word amid the gathered community in 
worship, the fire burns brightly. For those who resist or ignore 
the sparks of the Spirit, the fire smolders beneath a bushel. 

HOW DO BRETHREN WORSHIP? 
There are at least as many different expressions of worship 
among Brethren as there are Brethren congregations. Like 
many other denominations, we have communities of faith 
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who share the gift of hospitality and have learned to welcome 
and integrate newcomers, churches that are experimenting 
with new forms of emergent worship, those who offer 
beloved and ancient worship traditions with care and convic
tion, and many congregations offering two or more types of 
worship on the same Sunday morning. We also have congre
gations whose worship is anemic and self-serving, those who 
argue that the "blue hymnal" is too radical or too difficult, 
and others who insist that any way but the same way is the 
wrong way to worship. 

Far more compelling, however, are the theological convic
tions and practices that have shaped Brethren worship 
through the centuries. To be sure, it is often difficult to 
unearth the particular worship practices of our religious fore
bears: We have more copies of communion bread recipes 
than worship outlines from the 18th century; more feetwash
ing basins than sermon notes from the 19th century; and 
more congregational minutes about the appropriate length of 
skirt hems, the use of spitting tobacco, and other lifestyle con
cerns than outlines of love feast from the early 20th century. 

But we also have court records of early Anabaptists who were 
tried for their faith; occasional eye-witness accounts of visitors 
who ventured into Brethren worship services; hymnals, letters, 
and countless Annual Conference and congregational minutes 
pertaining to worship that reflect the queries and quarrels with 
which we have been occupied for many years. 

Among these resources, there are at least three distinct 
practices that have persisted throughout our history and 
continue to guide and inspire our worship in helpful ways. 
These three theological commitments have proven remark-



ably resilient even as each has been transformed, gained 
momentum, or waned in its influence from generation to 
generation . May they inspire and chal lenge you to reconsid
er what contributes to meaningful, faithful and vital worship 
in your congregation. 

Shared leadership. Brethren have long understood the 
vitality and necessity of shared leadership in worship. 
Whether it comes in the form of a preachers' bench for two or 
more elders who share their interpretation of scripture or the 
regular rotation of worship leaders among the members of a 
congregation, we value God's call to all members of Christ's 
body who offer their gifts in worship leading. For example, 
God's voice is allowed greater range of expression when 
someone other than the pastor or preacher leads the prayers 
of the people and reads the scripture text. 

Regardless of a congregation's size/membership, it strength
ens the body of Christ when several of its members serve as 
worship leaders, musicians, preachers, etc. Certainly there are 
practical reasons why a small group of individuals serves as 
the leadership team of a congregation and only a few are 
called to be pastors and preachers. But there is no reason why 
other members of the congregation (children and youth 
included) cannot be called upon to read scripture, offer the 
children's message, lead dramatic presentations, and offer 
prayers in worship. 

The challenge for our time is that very few pastors receive 
adequate education or mentoring in preparation for worship 

LIKE KIERKEGAARD, WE BELIEVE THAT 
NO ONE IS A SPECTATOR AND GOD 

ALONE IS THE AUDIENCE IN WORSHIP. 
WE ARE FULL PARTICIPANTS IN 

GIVING GLORY TO GOD. 

design and preaching. Similarly, very few worship leaders are 
given instruction in how to read scripture or guide the con
gregation in prayer. If our worship of God calls us to know 
"the breadth and length and height and depth" of Christ's 
love, we must call leaders to venture beyond shallow waters 
and into the depths of studying different forms of worship, 
the theological significance of these forms, the role of music 
in worship, how to preach, and how to teach others to serve 
as worship leaders. 

There is a crisis in the church, and it is a crisis of leadership. 
Now is not the time to dumb down our expectations of church 
leaders and one another but to invest time, energy, and 
resources in studying scripture, theology, culture, peace, his
tory, spirituality, preaching, and worship. 

Participatory worship. Related to an emphasis on shared 
leadership, Brethren have long provided many opportunities 
for God's people to participate in worship. We not only sing 
hymns but share joys and concerns, offer sung responses, 
give offerings, bear testimony, and/or commission one anoth
er to acts of service. Like Kierkegaard, we believe that no one 
is a spectator and God alone is the audience in worship. We 
are full participants in giving glory to God, edifying the church 
and bearing witness to the gospel. 
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MORE OFTEN THAN NOT, THE 
PRAYERS WE RAISE IN PUBLIC 

WORSH IP ARE INTERCESSIONS ON 
BEHALF OF OTHERS . .. . OUR FOCUS 
ON JESUS CHRIST HAS LED US TO A 
PASSION FOR SERVING OTHERS, 

A ND IT IS WOVEN INTO THE VERY 
FA BRIC OF OUR WORSHIP. 

One of my favorite examples of participatory worship is 
singing in harmony without accompaniment. Four-part 
singing calls us to listen more closely to one another. When 
my children learn to sing at home and in church, they learn 
that we need others to find our own voice, that everyone's 
voice has a place, and that everyone-even those without 
perfect pitch-can learn to resonate with others and sing 
within the range or key of a song. 

The challenge with regard to pa rticipatory worship 
today is that many people attend worship in a state of 
exhaustion or expect others to entertain or satisfy their 
needs. The need for Sabbath rest is great, and our wor
ship services need to embody simple yet creative forms of 
prayer, singing, silent waiting , and listening that both 
renew and engage God's people in worship. We must not 
mistake busy-ness for participation, or entertainment for 
meaningful worship. 

Responding t o God by serving others. More often than 
not, the prayers we raise in public worship are intercessions 
on behalf of others. Similarly, the sermons preached by 
Brethren throughout the centuries have been preoccupied 
w ith matters of discipleship and faithful living rather than 
right dogmas or beliefs. Our focus on Jesus Christ has led us 
to a passion for serving others, and it is woven into the very 
fabric of our worship. 

RECOMMENDED READING 
Patrick R. Kiefert, Welcoming the Stranger: A Public 
Theology of Worship and Evangelism (Fortress Press) 

Dan Kimball, Emerging Worship: Creating Worship 
Gatherings for New Generations (Zondervan) 

Thomas G. Long, Beyond the Worship Wars: Building 
Vital and Faithful Worship (Alban Institute) 

Don E. Saliers, Worship Come to Its Senses (Abingdon 
Press) 

(Books can be ordered through Brethren Press; 
call 800-441-3712.) 
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If you are still not convinced, consider this: Whereas most 
Protestant and Catholic services of worship end with commun
ion, we end our worship with a commission. It is not that 
bread and cup communion is unimportant to us; in fact, we 
often reserve that ordinance for the service of love feast. 
Rather, the whole of our worship moves toward seeking the 
mind of Christ and following his will in the gathered communi
ty of faith: The communion we share during Sunday worship is 
the love and grace of the Spirit who empowers us to partici
pate in ministries of reconciliation and compassion for others. 

Another example: While some denominations follow the 
sermon with the recitation of the Nicene Creed, a growing 
number of Brethren congregations are practicing "open wor
ship"-a time when worshipers offer brief, prayerful 
responses to the sermon and scripture text. Other responses 
to the sermon include silent meditation, music, offering our 
monetary gifts, liturg ical dance, artistic images, prayers of 
the people, benedictions, and commissions that send us 
forth to love and serve others. During the last 20 years, 
Brethren have been searching for worshipful ways to discern 
God's will and respond to God's call in worship. 

The challenge in learning to love God by serving others is 
that we often become preoccupied with our efforts to do 
more than we should . When it comes to serving others, 
many of us have become weary in our well-doing; we some
times trust in our own power and wisdom more than God's. 
Many of us do not make room for the Spirit's creative, wise, 
and playful presence in life and worship. 

The German word "Gottesdienst," which we translate as 
"worship service," suggests a way through this d (lemma. 
"Gottesdienst" (literally, "God-service") bears the dual 
meaning of our service to God and God's service to us. 
When we offer ourselves in service to God, God blesses us 
with grace and love to serve others. 

This is the great gift and paradox of worsh ip: The more we 
love and worship God, the more God's creative, life-giving 
power moves us to love and serve others. li! 

Dawn Ottoni-Wilhelm is associate professor of preaching and worsh ip at Bethany 

Theolog ica l Seminary in Richmond, Ind. She recently authored the book Preaching the 

Gospel of Mark: Proclaiming the Power of God (Westminster John Knox Press, 2008). 



Putting pets to rest by Nicole Larosa 

Pet chaplains help grieve losses of furry friends 

When her cocker spaniel died, Pam Carpenter was dev
astated. Niki was the family clown. Abused as a puppy, 
he thrived after Carpenter adopted him, wielding control over 
her husband, Don, and their seven other dogs on their North 
Carolina farm. 

So when chronic bronchitis meant Niki had to be eutha
nized, Pam needed support. Enter the pet chaplain. 

Like a handful of others across the country, Rob Gierka of 
Raleigh, N.C., is a chaplain for pet owners. Based at a veteri
nary hospital, he conducts pet blessings and funerals, honors 
prayer requests for pets, and lends an ear to those grieving 
the loss of their faithful furry friends. 

Gierka drove over an hour to be with the Carpenter family 
that evening. A friend of Pam's from graduate school, he led 
the family in a celebration of Niki's life. 

"He played music. He read some prayers. We talked about 
Niki and about a lot of things related to life and death and 
spirituality," said Pam Carpenter. Gierka also encouraged the 
couple to share funny memories, like how Niki hated to be 
outdoors. "It lightened the load," Carpenter said. 

Gierka was a lay chaplain at his Baptist church, and trained 
as a professional chaplain in a human hospital. But as an an i
mal lover who had "lots of dogs and gerbils" as a child, he 
noticed an unmet need in people grieving for their pets. 

"The loss of a pet is not trivial. Serious issues come up," he 
said. "The kind of grief that a person is feeling isn't quite 
acceptable in the culture we live in." 

Wearing a badge that says "chaplain," Gierka offers support to 
anxious pet owners in the waiting room, or after their pet is put to 
sleep. He also ministers to hospital staff, whom pet owners often 
lash out at when they learn their animals must be put down. 

Though he is a Baptist, Gierka stressed that his work is non
denominational. Sometimes, he said, it's not even directly 
spiritual. Much of what he does is "just listening." 

Children and the elderly are particularly affected by a pet's 
death, Gierka said. 

He remembers a 10-year-old boy who prayed for a miracle 
to save his dog. But the vet told the boy's mother the animal 
was dying. Telling her son that God wouldn't answer his 
prayer was difficult. 

"That's a theological problem," said Gierka, and the kind 
he's trained to help with. 

Gierka tries to provide children with a sense of closure 
when their pets die. He recalled a burial service he performed 
in a family's backyard. 

"The children felt they could still play with their pet, 
because it was still in the yard," he said. Sometimes he 
releases a balloon to signify a pet's spirit rising up to heaven. 

Older pet owners, Gierka said, often count on their pets for 
companionship and validation. 

"When that pet dies," Gierka said, "who's relying on them 
any more for life?" 

Sandra Shaw, a pet chaplain in Escondido, Calif., recently 
helped an elderly friend of her mother's adopt a cat. 

"She told me, 'I need help in picking just the right one,' 
"Shaw recalled. They chose a calico that "just turned into a 
noodle" when the older woman held her. 

Unlike Gierka, Shaw ministers to animals as well as people. 
She visits animal shelters, praying with "pets without people." 

Shaw knows some are skeptical that animals understand the 
concept of God, or that they have a soul. Animals may not 
understand her prayers, Shaw said, but they can feel a sense 
of calm that she likens to God's presence. 

"They feel our change as we change when we pray," she said. 
Shaw never refuses anyone who can't pay the fee, she said. 

Like Gierka, Shaw does not charge for her chaplaincy work. 
Gierka is somewhat concerned that other pet chapla ins have 

not had the professional grief training that he has. Hoping to 
get a grant for future chaplaincy training at the animal hospi
tal, he also expressed concern that their prayer with animals 
may give others the wrong idea about his ministry. 

"I love the animals," he said, "but my chaplaincy work, at 
the end of the day, is about caring for the people who care for 
the animals. This way, we all have someone who care.s, and 
that's what love's about."~ 

Nicole Larosa is a w riter for Religion News Service. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Some congregations, including at least a few Church of the 
Brethren congregations, periodically do a "Blessing of the 
Animals" service, in the spirit of the ministry of St. Francis of 
Assisi. Many hold it in October, near the traditional "feast day" 
for St. Francis. Learn more at www.chapel.duke.edu/worship/ 
special/animals/background.aspx. 
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Making a difference 
-gradually by SteveKeim 

DISASTER RELIEF IS SLOW BUT MUCH-NEEDED WORK 

Smetimes it seems futile to be down here in 
Louisiana rebuilding homes when there is so 
much to do. Saint Bernard Parish alone received 

damage to some 25,000 homes from Hurricane 
Katrina. In three-plus years, I would estimate that fewer than 
5,000 of those have been repaired either by contractors or 
volunteers. The Saint Bernard project, the long-term recovery 
group the Church of the Brethren has been working with, has 
rebuilt 125 homes in about two years. 

The population is almost back to 50 percent of what it was 
pre-Katrina, but many are still living in trailers. As of Jan. 1, 
you will no longer be able to live on your property in a trailer. 
That will be interesting since so many have been. 

Everyone is eager to rebuild the parish, but, as they say, 
Rome was not built in a day. This area has been growing for 
50 years or more and will not be back from complete destruc
tion in three and a half. If you ignore the vacant lots (like a 
subdivision when it first gets start-
ed), the houses that look good on 
the outside but are completely gut
ted on the inside, the empty store
fronts, the lack of services, and the 
terrible street conditions (most 
roads cannot be traveled on at 
more than 20 miles per hour), you 
see growth and vitality as the area 
comes back to life. It is, however a 
very vulnerable place. 

People here feel a lot easier hav
ing withstood last summer's 
Hurricane Gustav, which was 
almost as strong as Katrina but 
struck at a different angle. The lev
ees held even when the waves 
washed over their tops. Two million 

Mike Rusher points out damage in 
his 8th Ward neighborhood after 

Hurricane Katrina struck in 2005. 
Over three years later, disaster 
relief and recovery continues. 
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people evacuated the city, but at an economic toll that many 
say they could not go through again. Whether they have, 
through all of this, gained a false sense of security or a real 
sense of safety only time will tell. But unless something is 
done to change the situation (such as replanting lost wetlands 
and restoring barrier islands), it will happen again and again. 

The only image that truly does this justice is the one of the 
beach full of starfish. We are throwing them back into the sea # 

one at a time. It seems like a futile process, but it matters to 
the ones we reach. 

I was able to visit homes that we worked on last year when 
I was here. Going in and seeing whole homes where there 
were only studs, floors, furniture, and happy faces makes you 
realize that this does make a difference. Most of us have 
insurance and savings that will get us through calamities like 
this, but for many in our country-especially in this area
those things were not possible. 



Those who had homes, even without adequate insurance, 
have a possibility of rebuilding. Those who rented for the most 
part do not, because rebuilding money was not available for 
those who "speculated" by owning rentals or apartments. That 
housing is also making it back but very slowly. 

Insurance policies down here have all sorts of restrictions, but 
the one that hurts the poor the most is a 5 percent deductible 
for named storms. Since the damage this time was caused by 
two named storms, the insurance companies are doubling the 
deductible to 10 percent. That means a house that has risen in 
value to $100,000 would have a $10,000 deductible. Most of the 
houses have risen to much larger levels, and most people do 
not have that type of money in savings. 

FEMA and "Road Home" monies are helping, but it has taken 
three years to get much of that and now homeowners need to 
fight with the other 10,000 homeowners for the few contractors 
that are available. And if you were totally destroyed, the new 
building codes require additional costs such as raising your 
house three and a half feet above the ground. 

We continue to save the starfish, though, and it all matters to 
the ones we do. The Church of the Brethren is committed to at 
least two more years here in Chalmette, La. We have done 
building in Minnesota and southern Indiana. But we continue to 
need people: volunteers who are willing to share of their time to 
help others. This will not happen from the government no mat
ter who is president. It is a long way to travel down here, and 
we are all busy, but unless we find the time to help those who 
are in need, how can we count ourselves as Christians? li! 

Steve Keim is a member of Beacon Heights Church of the Brethren in Fort Wayne, Ind. A 

retired teacher, he is now a regular volunteer worker and onsite coordinator w ith Brethren 

Disaster Ministries. He served in the New Orleans area in 2008. This piece is drawn from 

reports he originally wrote for the Beacon Heights newsletter. 

Brethren volunteers 
from Arizona and 
Indiana help to 
rebuild a home in 
Rushford, Minn. 

NEW WORK IN HAITI 

The Church of the Brethren is beginning a major 
new effort in Haiti. Brethren Disaster Ministries staff 
in December requested an allocation of $100,000 
from the Emergency Disaster Fund for work in Haiti 
following four tropical storms and hurricanes last 
summer. 

The funds will launch a broad, long-term 
response project that will include home rebuilding, 
road construction, children's programs, and agricul
tural support. Vocational training, leadership train
ing, and medical aid are also planned. 

Brethren Disaster Ministries staff said the "sign ifi
cant response" was expected to last up to three 
years. 

Haiti is also the location of a recently begun 
Church of the Brethren mission program. Several 
congregations and meeting points have already 
organized, with leadership from Haitian Brethren 
based in Florida. 

MAF/ Simon Amoux/DNN 

Tropical floods devastated parts of Haiti this past summer. 
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A time to build 
by Yvonne Riege CHURCHES SUPPORTING CHURCHES IS 

CREATING HOPE IN NEW ORLEANS 

I stepped to the stove to swirl the butter melting in 
the saucepan. It sizzled as I flipped in a cup of flour, as 
well. I vigorously stirred the roux (a thickening agent) and 

rapidly added several cups of liquid to the bubbly mix. 
To my dismay, I instantly viewed a lumpy concoction. I 

worked in vain to create something palatable. The hungry 
youth group would arrive soon. But, alas, in my hurriedness 
this hastily attempted roux had yielded a glumpy mess. In my 
haste, I had ignored what was necessary-my time. 

■ ■ ■ 

As a former pastor of a busy downtown church, I cannot 
remember all we did soon after disaster struck New Orleans 
on Aug. 29, 2005, in the form of Hurricane Katrina. I recall 
being horrified at the challenges the poor and elderly faced as 
they evacuated their homes for the Louisiana Superdome. I'm 
sure we prayed as a church. I know we later sent members on 
Brethren Disaster Ministries trips. 

But I also recognize that it is difficult for congregations that are 
comfortable to know the best ways to reach out. For this reason, 
I was captivated recently to learn of the Churches Supporting 
Churches project. Working in partnership, this organization seeks 
to restart, repair, and rebuild churches in New Orleans. 

Churches Supporting Churches (CSC) has a threefold, time
intense strategy: to strengthen the health and unity of church 
pastors, their spouses, and key lay leaders as they begin to 
return to New Orleans; to rebuild the bricks and mortar and 
spiritual life of these congregations; and to expand the capac
ity of the African-American church in its historical role as the 
key agent for community. 

"CSC, concerned about the total hurricane devastation, sees 
this New Orleans project as a model for similar work in all 
areas of the Gulf Coast," said Dr. C.T. Vivian, a member of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference and chair of CSC's 
national working group, in the program's brochure. 

Bonnie Kline Smeltzer, pastor of University Baptist & 
Brethren Church in State College, Pa., says she recognized 
the importance of connecting her congregation to the chal
lenging realities many individuals have been facing daily 
since the 2005 devastation. 

Christian Unity Baptist Church in New Orleans 
is among about three dozen in the city partici

pating in Churches Supporting Churches. 
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"My hope was to help persons in our congregation put a 
face to those who had lived or continue to live in vulnerable 
situations," Kline Smeltzer says. 

Because of her congregation's joint affiliation with 
American Baptist Churches, USA, they were able to connect 
with Central Baptist in Wayne, Pa., and form a team of several 
congregations assigned to work with St. John's Baptist 
Church in New Orleans. 

"I wanted to find ways that we would be able to partner 
mutually beneficial resources," Kline Smeltzer says. "I 
believed that experiences of persons abandoned by the gov
ernment, yet journeying in their faith, would together offer to 
everyone ways we all can learn." 

As University Baptist & Brethren journeyed step-by-step 
into its partnering journey, the youth group made plans to 
visit their partner congregation last summer. Their group 
would worship with St. John's to begin a week of workcamp 
projects in the region. 

Emma Gregory, age 16, shares about this trip south. While 
worshiping at St. John's, she was amazed by the welcome 
their group received. She noted how their casually dressed 
group arrived for worship in comfortable clothing. 
Immediately they were taken aback by the gleaming robes 
and extravagant dress of the church members, and she says 
they felt like "intruders." However, the 15 or so regular wor
ship participants were "so touched ... so happy we were 
there. We felt so welcomed." Hugging ensued. 

"We were all white, and everyone we met that day at St. 
John's was African-American," says Emma's mother, Kathy 



Bieschke, who also went on the trip. "Of course, the other 
way that they were different is that they had managed to sur
vive Hurricane Katrina-we all knew by that time that living in 
New Orleans presented special challenges." 

Together these two churches took time to meld in relationship, 
to learn and experience the living Christ together in worship. 

Time together: the building of connections side-by-side; a 
gentle mixing of roux and broth. 

■ ■ ■ 

Emma went on to share that their group was privileged to take a 
New Orleans tour led by Brethren Witness/Washington Office 
director Phil Jones. Viewing the flood devastation after three years 
allowed the group to see that there is still much to be done. 

They viewed people camping in tents and on mattresses 
under bridges. "It was heart-wrenching!" Emma says. She 
also noted the challenges many neighborhoods are facing. 
For example, in some regions houses had shifted amid the 
flood waters and settled onto different lots. Because of this, 
homeowners are not allowed inside to claim their things. 

Churches Supporting Churches is hoping to bring new part
nering congregations on board during 2009. Several denomi
nations have connected with this ecumenical effort, and more 
are welcome. 

Unlike the roux that I hurriedly mixed with liquid, the 
Churches Supporting Churches group that traveled south 
experienced life-changing interactions side-by-side with those 
in the hardest-hit areas. Relationships formed that continue to 
bless. Plans are in the works for further connections. 

■ ■ ■ 

As I gingerly poured my lumpy, simmering mess through a 
strainer into the soup, I blended it rapidly to force the globby 

mixture through the sieve. To my surprise, the lumps and 
bumps began liquefying with the lesser amounts of broth. New 
possibilities were available that I had not formerly considered. 

Recovery has been a slow process 
in New Orleans in the time since 
Hurricane Katrina struck in 
August 2005. 

Are there hopeful possibilities for New Orleans as well? I'll 
admit I dismally asked myself this question when the three
year anniversary of the flooding was marked on national 
news this past fall by numerous heartbreaking scenes. But I 
can't help but wonder whether CSC hasn't captured the 
essence for renewed hope: expanding the capacity of the 
church as a key agent within communities. 

As Emma says, "These people have been ruined, yet they 
still have their faith in God." 

Perhaps there are faith-stretching opportunities currently 
untapped and unrecognized. And Churches Supporting 
Churches offers hope for connections-with time-that 
may energize congregations and neighborhoods in 
years to come. li! 

Yvonne Riege is an ordai ned Church of the Brethren minister living in Wakarusa, Ind. 

Last year she had two stories published in the book A Cup of Comfort for Families 
Touched by Alzheimer's. 

CHURCHES SUPPORTING CHURCHES 
According to the Churches Supporting Churches (CSC) 
website, at www.cscneworleans.org, CSC is "a nonprofit 
coalition of churches working together for the just restora
t ion of New Orleans. We work to redevelop the city . 
through its churches, focusing on capacity building, com
munity development, and advocacy." Church of the 
Brethren member David Jehnsen of Columbus, Ohio, is 
serving as treasurer for the CSC board and vice chair of 
the national working group after helping to begin the pro
gram . Six denominations and three ecumenical groups 
were involved with CSC this past year, with support from 
the National Council of Churches of Christ. Brethren 
involvement is being coordinated through the Brethren 
Witness/Washington Office; call 202-546-3202 or e-mail 
pjones_gb@brethren.org for more information 

t, 
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Colossi ans: by Tara Hornbacker 

Remember the new life 
Writer addresses vices, virtues, and need for wisdom 

T:e first day of class, we were 
sked to memorize Colossians 

3:1-17. It was a simple request, but 
rather odd for a doctoral study program. 
In retrospect, I realize that this assign
ment set an atmosphere of discipleship 
for the next two weeks at the retreat cen
ter, while offering a fresh appreciation for 
the letter to the Colossians. 

The letter to the Colossians follows the 
familiar structure of Paul's letters with an 
opening greeting (1:1-2), thanksgiving 
(1:3-14), a hymnodic praj se of Christ 
(1:15-20), the body of the letter-with 
attention to the Colossians and their par
ticular issues (1:21-4:6), and final greet
ings with a closing (4:7-18). Within this 
structure, the author tailors his conversa
tion to his hearers. He encourages this 
early group of believers in their fruitful 
faith, exhorting them to stay true to the 
gospel as it was presented to them by 
Epaphras (1 :3-8). 

The hymn praising Christ moves 
beyond the usual salvation song to 
remind the hearers that this is Christ, 
the cosmic being, the image of the 
invisible God, the first-born of all cre
ation; for in him all things in heaven 
and on earth were created (1:15-16a). 
This would have resonated with the 



hearers and their Hellenistic background. 
This particular section of the letter is a 
good reminder for us today that Christ is 
connected to all of creation. Christ is not 
only interested in the earth, but also con
nected to all creation from the very begin
ning. The call of Christ is to bless all cre
ation , bringing it into coherence with 
God 's original intent of Shalom. 

The writer is aware of a particular danger 
among the believers at Colossae. A teacher 
was leading them to place their trust in 
their own practices of "self abasement, 
worship of angels, and dwelling on 
visions" with overly strict rules against 
defilement (2:18-23) . There is some evi
dence that frenzied worshipers would self
mutilate in local rituals . 

The writer did not want the new 
Christians to fall back into old patterns of 
worship, which included these practices. 
The author is in a difficult situation here, 
as he doesn't want to negate the useful
ness of spi ritual disciplines. He is con
cerned that t hese early believers placed 
faith in these austere practices rather than 
in Christ. He explains the dangers of mis
placed fa ith and offers a lengthy teaching 
on what to avoid (2:6-3:4). Then he gently 
admonishes the readers of the letter to 
remembe r that they have this new life in 
Christ (3:1 -4). 

In 3:5-17, the author lists vices and virtues 
in the life of the believer. These are specific 
behavio rs to avoid (3:5-11) and observe 
(3:12-17). The virtues are particularly 
encouraging fo r readers and are poetically 
persuasive in language. When the writer 
says, "Above all, clothe you rselves with 
love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony," modern-day readers may 
take comfort and direction from this 
instance and others in which the Pauline 
writer lifts love as the highest virtue. 

Journey ~ ~,,arough the Word 

The household codes (3:18-4:1) are con
cerned with maintaining the social order of 
the first-century household. It is disappointing 
that the writer does not address the unequal 
power relationships in the master/slav_e, hus
band/wife, parent/child relationships in the 
same creative manner as he moves in 3:11 , 
where he declares that with Christ there are 
no divisions. Still, his admonition to temper 
all th ings with love was far ahead of his 
time-particularly his parental instructions to 
avoid "provoking your children" so that chil
dren are protected from "losing heart" (3:21 ). 

Wisdom is another important theme in 
Colossians, but it is a wisdom that pushes 
beyond knowledge into a way of living. Any 
measure of wisdom or knowledge is graded 
and grasped through the evidence of fruit
bearing in the lives of those who claim to 
be followers of Christ (1:6, 1:10). 

The letter closes with the usual greetings 
from fellow prisoners and other contacts to 
those in the area to which the letter was to 
be delivered. There is also mention of 
Tychius and Onesimus, who will carry the 
letter. The author instructs that this letter be 
read in the other cities in the area: Laodicea 
and Hieropolis. 

Most of us could benefit from a fresh 
appreciation for the letter to the Colossians. 
I suggest that we begin with a short memo
rization: "And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everyth ing in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him" (Col. 3:17). It is a good begin
ning to deeper discipleship and the new life 
we have in Christ Jesus. n! 

Tara Hornbacker is associate professor of ministry formation 

at Bethany Theological Seminary in Richmond, Ind. 

MESSENGERS "Journey through the Word" series will provide 

a brief overview of a different book (or books) of the Bible 

each month through December 2009. Coming in March: 1 & 

2 Thessalonians, by Dan Ulrich. 

COLOSSIANS: 
A CLOSER LOOK 
Author: Possibly written by 
the apostle Paul in the mid-
50s CE . There is some dis
pute among scholars as to 
the authorship, which points 
to Colossians being written 
pseudoepigraphically by 
Timothy or another disciple 
sometime after Paul's death. 

Well-known verses: "As 
God's chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, clothe yourselv~s 
with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and 
patience" (3:12); "Above all, 
clothe yourselves with love, 
which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony" 
(3:14). 

Learn more: For a recent in
depth study, see "The Letter 
to the Colossians: 
Introduction, Commentary, 
and Reflections," by Andrew 
T. Lincoln in The New 
Interpreter's Bible: A 
Commentary in Twelve 
Volumes. Vol. 11, Abingdon 
Press, 2000. 
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Young adult forum explores ministry issues 
Arizona event invites discussion on the church and leadership 

What does it mean to be called? What does it mean 
to be sent? How does Brethren identity fit (or not fit) into 
current culture? What do we mean by the "priesthood of 
all believers"? 

These were some of the many questions before a select 
group of young adults as they met for a "Theological 
Conversation on Ministry" Dec. 15-17 in unusually rainy 
Carefree, Ariz. Jhe forum, planned by the Church of the 
Brethren Office of Ministry, included five sessions of pre
sentations, roundtable discussions, and reporting, with 
times of worship and fellowship woven in. 

Mary Jo Flory-Steury, executive director of the Office of 
Ministry, said the forum offered a "discernment mode" to 
provide space for exploring "where God might be leading 
us into the future, especially in terms of ministerial leader
ship." She said the office wanted to bring 
together "outstanding young adults to 
dream, to talk, to worship, and to have 
conversation." 

About 30 young adults were invited 
after recommendations from ministry 
leaders across the denomination. They 
were joined by 11 "seasoned listeners" 
and staff on hand to hear their thinking 
and provide some reflection. Special 
funds had been set aside over the past 
few years to enable the event, which was 
planned and led by young adults. Office of 
Ministry intern Dana Cassell, serving 
through Brethren Volunteer Service, coor
dinated the planning. 

Each session lasted several hours and 
focused on a particular theme-such as 
"culture," "church," and "leadership"
and took place in a "World Cafe"' format 
in which participants rotate around small 
tables in the room to engage a variety of 
others. One session brought questions 
from the listeners, and the final one 
attempted to piece together the fruits of 
the gathering. 

During the culture discussion, presenter 
Matt McKimmy called this a "liminal 
time" of transition and major cultural 
shifts. "Deep change is afoot," he said. 

From left, Brian Flory, Jonathan Shively, and 
Angie Lahman Yoder lead an opening time of 

worship at the young adult forum. 
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The ensuing di-scussion noted trends of individualism, an 
abundance of knowledge but a de~isdom, and a 
society of minimal engagement and commitment. 

In the discussion on the church, Nate Polzin observed a 
"distracted and divided" church where "the mission of the 
church gets lost in our quest to be right." Feedback from 
the tables included the difference between "being church" 
and "doing church," the line between fixing what's broken 
and starting something new, and wondering how the 
church can best meet the needs of today. 

The leadership session built on the first two, exploring 
questions of identity and personal journeys, as well as 
ethics and calling. Conversation noted the difficult role (or 
roles) of pastors, the need for transformation, issues 
around intimacy of all kinds, and questions of authenticity 



and accountability. As one participant put it, "This is a huge 
understatement, but leadership is hard!" 

In the large-group closing session, Matt Guynn of On Earth 
Peace asked participants to "think about the next 30 to 50 
years together" and invited them to share their hopes, dreams, 
and fears for the church. A "discernment circle" provided 
space for speakers to share their most heartfelt thoughts. 

"We have this strange belief in the Church of the 
Brethren that when we talk together we can discern some
thing of the mind of Christ that we can't in the same way 
alone," Guynn said. "-

The forum was held with a particular eye toward a revi
sion of the denomination's Ministerial Leadership paper cur
rently in process. A first draft is expected to come to Annual 
Conference in 2010. Flory-Steury said the fruits of the event 
would also be felt in other ways, as the denomination seeks 
to be "more fluid and creative about models for ministry." 

"It's important," she said, "to be paying attention to what 
our young adults are leading us toward."-Walt Wiltschek 

Walt Wiltschek is editor of MESSENGER. 

Anna Lisa Gross, 
left, converses with 
Joel Ballew at the 
young adult forum 
in Arizona. 

Church voices raise concern over violence in Gaza region 
Individuals, groups, churches, and coun
cils of churches from Kenya to Sweden 
to the United States to Australia have 
been carrying out hundreds of advocacy 
actions for Christians concerned about 
the Gaza crisis since violence between 
Israel and the Palestinian region escalat
ed in late December, according to the 
World Council of Churches {WCC). 

An estimated 770 Palestinians had 
been killed as of early January, with 
several thousands more wounded and 
many homeless. Four Israelis had been 
killed by cross-border rocket attacks and 
seven members of the Israeli Defense 
Force {IDF) had died in the fighting, four 
of them killed by friendly fire. The wee, 
whose central committee had already 
issued a minute of concern about the 
humanitarian situation in Gaza last 
February, invited prayers and advocacy 
for peace in the region. 

The US National Council of Churches, 
meanwhile, sought an audience with the 
ambassador of Israel to discuss the situ
ation. Church of the Brethren general 
secretary Stanley J. Noffsinger helped 
to initiate that request and was asked to 
be part of the potential delegation. 
Noffsinger said he also hopes for a simi-

lar meeting between leaders of the NCC 
and leadership of the Palestinians in 
Gaza. He said the NCC leaders will urge 
both sides to a cease-fire and cessation 
of violence, if their requests for the 
meetings are granted. 

Church World Service {CWS) set in 
motion an emergency response that 
included "humanitarian relief, protection 
for refugees and those displaced by the 
attacks, advocacy for intensified meas
ures to create a just peace, and a public 
appeal for US donations to further assist 
people suffering through the crisis." 
Working through partner Action by 
Churches Together International, it said 
aiding infants and small children and 
their mothers was a priority, along with 
providing emergency supplies. A Jan. 13 
delivery included nearly $68,000 in med
ical supplies, along with 12,000 cartons of 
high protein biscuits for children, 20,300 
liters of fortified milk, and blankets and 
quilts. The Church of the Brethren's 
Emergency Disaster Fund made a grant 
of $8,000 toward the CWS efforts. 

CWS also asked Americans to immedi
ately press their lawmakers to support 
"prompt US diplomatic action to end the 
fighting in Gaza and renew a meaningful 

process toward peace with justice for 
Palestinians and Israelis." It also request
ed safe passage for Gaza refugees who 
wished to enter bordering Israel or Egypt. 

In December, CWS executive director 
John L. McCullough and other Christian 
leaders in the US sent a letter to 
President-elect Barack Obama urging 
him to make Israeli-Palestinian peace an 
immediate priority. 

Within the denomination, On Earth 
Peace {OEP) sent a letter to supporters 
urging Brethren to become informed 
about the situation and work for justice 
and peace in the region. A previously 
scheduled OEP/Christian Peacemaker 
Teams-sponsored delegation to the 
Middle East planned to carry personal 
messages to "decisionmakers" in the 
region when it traveled there Jan. 6-19. 

The OEP letter included a brief history 
and analysis of the Gaza situation by 
Manchester College professor emeritus 
David Waas, who observed, "Only one 
thing is clear: the conflict is deadly and 
a tragedy for all peoples concerned." 
Both OEP and the Brethren Witness/ 
Washington Office {on behalf of 
Churches for Middle East Peace) issued 
calls for a cease-fire in the region. 
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Letter outlines new directions 
for mission work in Sudan 

General secretary Stan Noffsinger in 
December issued an update on Church 
of the Brethren work in Sudan: "This 
program has not gone as smoothly as 
we had hoped," Noffsinger wrote in a 
letter sent to congregations and to 
those who have contributed to funding 
of the Sudan Initiative. "Nevertheless, 
we are encouraged by the latest devel
opments .... In the three years since 
taking 'on this challenge, we have 
learned a great deal." 

The letter listed specific learnings for 
the denomination in the time since 
October 2005, when the Church of the 
Brethren board approved the Sudan 
Initiative. Those included difficulties 
related to various views of mission and 
related personality conflicts, and that in 
trying a new model of fundraising the 
church found "it is difficult to operate a 
venture like this outside the core min
istries budget of the church." 

The Sudan Initiative was approved as 
a new model of funding for mission 
efforts, in which mission workers raised 
their own funds and the mission budget 

this place and time appears to be 
church-tending more than church
planting." 

The letter then lifted up the invitation 
for the Church of the 
Brethren to join in work with 
Reconcile International, an 
affiliate church organization 
in southern Sudan estab
lished by the New Sudan 
Council of Churches. 

was based solely on des
ignated gifts. The letter 
noted problems with this 
model including placing 
burdens on prospective 
mission workers, the 
time required to manage 
fundraisilig, and the way 
it "undervalued the need 
to provide overall admin
istration." The letter also Bibek Sahu 

Bibek Sahu, a computer 
consultant who has been 
active in Church of the 
Brethren congregations in 
Kansas and Iowa, began noted "a clear benefit to 

this model was the face-to-face contact 
with church members." 

A third learning for the church was 
that original expectations for church 
planting in Sudan "have been met with 
caution," Noffsinger wrote. "Church 
leaders there tell us that 95 percent of 
southern Sudan has been exposed to 
Christianity and has access to existing 
indigenous churches .... The task in 

work with Reconcile in December as a 
Church of the Brethren short-term mis
sion worker. 

Noffsinger closed the letter with a 
request for prayer and continued finan
cial support for the Sudan mission: 
"Please join us as we pray for good 
judgment, for the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, and for wisdom to sense where 
God is leading us at this juncture." 

New program urges congregations 
to respond to needs of food banks 

Congregations will be matched dollar-for-dollar, up to $500, 
for a gift to one local food bank or soup kitchen. The program 
will be in place through March 15. It was developed "in 
response to the worsening supply crisis in our nation's food 
banks," said Ken Neher, director of stewardship and donor 
development. 

The Church of the Breth re n's Global Food Crisis Fund and 
Emergency Disaster Fund have begun a new program to 
encourage congregations to make a special effort this winter 
to respond to local food bank or soup kitchen financial needs. 
The "Domestic Hunger Matching Grant" program is a part
nership with the Church of the Brethren's stewardship office. 
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To qualify for the grant, a congregation must raise new funds 
for the food crisis, fill out and return an application form, and 
enclose a copy of the check it writes to the food bank or soup 
kitchen. Matching checks will then be issued in the charity's 
name and mailed to the requesting congregation for forwarding 
to the local organization. Matching grants will be issued until the 
$50,000 set aside by the two funds for the program is exhausted. 
The first grant application was received in mid-January from 
Whitestone Church of the Brethren in Tonasket, Wash. 

The grant program also is one way the Church of the 
Brethren is contributing to a new emphasis of the ecumenical 
organization Christian Churches Together (CCT). l!ach CCT 
member organization and denomination is addressing pover
ty in a specific way through Easter 2009, according to Wendy 
McFadden, who represents the Church of the Brethren at CCT 
(see "From the Publisher," January 2009 MESSENGER). 

Said Neher: "We pray this will inspire your congregation to 
respond generously to this growing crisis in our own neigh
borhoods." 

Soup kitchens and food banks, like The Caring Cupboard in 
Palmyra, Pa., could benefit from a new matching grant program 
being offered by the Church of the Brethren. 



Camp directors, staff meet at 
Oregon's Camp Myrtlewood 

Directors/managers and other staff of the 
Church of the Brethren's camps headed to 
the great Northwest this fall for their annual 
gathering. Camp Myrtlewood, located in 
Myrtle Creek, Ore., hosted the Outdoor 
Ministries Association (OMA) group for 
four-plus days of professional growth, busi
ness, hiking, sightseeing, networking, and 
fellowship. About 40 people attended. 

Glenn Mitchell, a Brethren spiritual direc
tor from Spring Mills, Pa., provided leader
ship for sessions throughout the Nov. 16-20 
event, focusing on Celtic Christianity and its 
relevance to church camping ministry. The 
sessions included devotional/reflection 
times using traditional Celtic prayers. 

Each of the camps present gave an 
update on their recent activities and proj
ects, with particular focus on the eco-stew
ardship activities occurring at the host 
camp. Natasha Stern, program coordinator 
at Camp Swatara in Bethel, Pa., was called 
as the new chair of the OMA Steering 

Rex Miller, executive director of Camp Mack in Milford, 
Ind., gives an update on news and events at his camp dur
ing the Outdoor Ministries Association directors and man
agers retreat held at Camp Myrtlewood in Oregon in 
November. Each of the camps present gave similar 
updates during the gathering. 

Committee, which next meets March 3-5 at Brethren Woods in Keezletown, Va. 
OMA's next major gathering will be in November, when it offers the OMA National Conference 

to the wider church Nov. 13-15 at Woodland Altars in Peebles, Ohio. The 2009 OMA 
directors/managers/staff retreat will follow the conference. 

Thousands gather to call for 
closing of Fort Benning school 

A mid-November gathering at the gates of Fort 
Benning, Ga., marked the 19th year that activists 
have come together to voice their opposition 
towards the Western Hemisphere Institute for 
Security Cooperation, formerly known as the 
School of the Americas. School of the Americas 
Watch (SOAW) organizers estimated Saturday's 
crowd at 12,000 and Sunday's at 20,000. 

The days leading up to the weekend of Nov. 
22-23 were filled with workshops, documen
taries, learning, and breakout sessions, giving 
early arrivals a chance to network with others. 
A group from Manchester College in Indiana 
participated in many of these sessions. 

"One of the things that makes the SOAW 
vigil special among protests is the faith-cen
teredness," Manchester senior Nick Miller 
Kauffman said. "Instead of the anger and jeer
ing I encounter at other political events, there's 
more of an emphasis on God's call to a differ
ent life. I think SOAW is an important witness, 
both for myself and for the Church of the 
Brethren, if we're to take seriously Christ's call 
to seek justice and love our enemies." 

Saturday began with thousands of people perus
ing the hundreds of informational tables lining the 
street leading to the military base. Throughout the 
day there were many presenters, speakers, and 
musicians speaking from the main stage. 

Saturday evening the Brethren 
Witness/Washington Office hosted a Church of the 
Brethren gathering, with about 80 attending. 
Juniata, McPherson, and Bridgewater colleges 
joined Manchester in having students at this year's 
SOAW gathering. Peter Buck from Equal Exchange 
spoke to the group about buying fair trade, and 
connections between Equal Exchange, the Church 
of the Brethren, and Latin America. Hayley 
Hathoway from Jubilee USA Network spoke about 
debt relief and the work of Jubilee, an advocacy 
partner of the Church of the Brethren. 

Sunday morning thousands more gathered in 
the street in front of Fort Benning. They marched 
in a solemn processional that lasted almost three 
hours by the two razor-wired gates of the base, 
while names of those who were killed by the 
hands of those trained at the School of the 
Americas were spoken. After each name crosses, 
hands, and voices were raised in salute and 
voice: "Presente! You are accounted for." Six 
people were arrested for civil disobedience. 

SPECIALEVENTS 

Feb. 1 Brethren Volunteer 
Service "Service Sunday" 

Feb. 8-March 8 Church 
of the Brethren Nigeria 
workcamp 

Feb. 26-27 Annual 
Forum for the Brethren 
Homes, Church of the 
Brethren General Offices, 
Elgin, Ill. 

March 8 One Great Hour 
of Sharing offering 

March 13-16 Ecumenical 
Advocacy Days, 
Washington, D.C. 

March 14-17 Church of 
the Brethren Mission and 
Ministry Board meeting, 
New Windsor, Md. 

March 20-22 Roundtable 
regional youth confer
ence, Bridgewater (Va.) 
College 

March 21 Deacon train
ing event, Floyd, Va. 

March 26-28 On Earth 
Peace board meeting, 
New Windsor, Md. 

March 26-29 Bethany 
Theological Seminary 
board of trustees meet
ing, Richmond, Ind. 

March 28 Deacon train
ing events, Wiley Ford, 
W.Va., and Peterspurg, 
W.Va. 

March 29 Deacon train
ing event, Morgantown, 
W.Va. 

April 16-20 Brethren 
Volunteer Service retreat, 
Newark, Ill. 
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Brethren join NCC assembly for 
100th anniversary celebration 

Eight members of the Church of the 
Brethren participated in the annual 
General Assembly of the National 
Council of Churches (NCC) and Church 
World Service (CWS) in Denver, Colo., 
Nov. 11-13, at which the council celebrat
ed its 100th anniversary. The NCC traces 
its origins to the founding of the Federal 
Council of Churches in December 1908. 

The assembly was held on the 
theme, "Jesus said ... Whoever is not 
against you is for you" (Luke 9:50). 
Participants included delegates and 
visitors from the 35 member commun
ions of the NCC and CWS. Elected 
Brethren delegates to the assembly are 
Elizabeth Bidgood-Enders, J.D. Glick, 
and Iliana Naylor. Additional delegates 
included Ken Rieman and Becky 
Ullom, who serves on the denomina
tional staff as director of Identity and 
Relations . Stan Noffsinger, Church of 
the Brethren general secretary, also 
attended as a member of the NCC 
executive board. Bekah Houff, a 
Brethren Volunteer Service worker in 
the church's Youth/Young Adult office, 
was one of the young adult stewards, 
and Jordan Blevins is a Brethren mem
ber on the staff of the NCC. 

BVS/BRF Unit 281: Brethren Volunteer Service/Brethren Revival Fellowship 
orientation Unit 281 was held in Greencastle, Pa., in August. For three days, the 
group lived together as a community and studied topics of nonviolence, peace
making, globalization, and simple living. The volunteers gained practical experi
ence in volunteering at the Cumberland Valley Relief Center. The volunteers are 
Roy and Verda Martin of Trinity Church of the Brethren, Chambersburg, Pa., 
who continue to serve at the Good Shepherd Food Bank in Lewiston, Maine; 
and Rachel Roop of Heidelberg Church of the Brethren (Newmanstown, Pa.), 
who is serving at The Root Cellar in Lewiston, Maine. 

"This assembly had some of the best 
attendance of member communions in 
recent years," Noffsinger said. "The spir
it was encouraging and signaled a desire 
by participants to fully engage in the 
intentional community of communions 
the assembly represents. It celebrated at 
every possible point our common con
nection with God through Jesus Christ." 

The assembly celebrated the past 100 

years of Christian ecumenism and 
expressed "a renewed hope that the 
future of this communion of communions 
is bright," according to a release from the 
NCC. In business sessions, the delegates 
passed resolutions on immigration 
reform, the United Nations Human Rights 
Covenants, and calling for an end to the 
persecution of Christians in India. They 
called on the executive committees of the 
NCC and CWS to speak out on the cur
rent worldwide financial crisis. 

The delegate body also affirmed the 
young adult "New Fire" event that took 
place just prior to the assembly; the 
NCC Governing Board was asked to 
consider the creation of a young adult 
ministries position on the NCC staff. 

• Felix Arias Mateo has been appointed director of the Church of the Brethren's 
Community Development Program in the Dominican Republic. Following the 
departure of Beth Gunzel after four years of service with the program, the 
Church of the Brethren's Global Mission Partnerships approved the hiring of a 
Dominican Brethren director. This supports the mission's long-term goal ofturn
ing the program over to the Dominican church. Mateo brings a wealth of experi
ence and gifts to the program, having served as president of the program's board 
since its inception. In addition to these new responsibilities, Mateo also is pastor 
of a new church located in San Juan de la Maguana, and is moderator-elect of 
the Dominican Church of the Brethren. 
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The board also received a proposal by 
the Racial Ethnic Caucus to devise a 
vehicle for working more closely with 
international ecumenical bodies. 

The assembly concluded with a cele
bration of 100 years since the founding 
of the Federal Council of Churches. 
"For 100 years, we have gathered-or 
have been gathered-by God's grace," 
said NCC general secretary Michael 
Kinnamon in his report to the dele
gates, "not to celebrate our achieve
ments but to give thanks for what God 
has done, is doing, and will do to tear 
down the dividing walls of hostility that 
separate even the followers of Christ." 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
supports Brethren ministries 

"Where Is Your Treasure?" is the theme 
for this year's One Great Hour of 
Sharing Offering, which supports a vari
ety of Church of the Brethren mission 
efforts and service ministries. The sug
gested date for the 2009 offering is 
March 8. A packet of resource materials 
has been sent out to all congregations. 
Call 800-323-8039 for more information, 
or e-mail cbowman_gb@brethren.org. 



ONCAMPUS 
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.) 

Some 544 new students fanned out on 
Oct. 16 to perform a day of service-learn
ing for 26 public and charitable agencies 
as part of the annual "Into the Streets" 
program . .. . The life and work of civil 
rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. was 
honored in a service Jan. 19 in the Stone 
Prayer Chapel. W. Steve Watson, associ
ate professor of philosophy and religion 
at Bridgewater, gave the keynote address. 

Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.) 

Faculty member Michael G. Long has edit
ed a book titled Resist! Christian Dissent 
for the 21st Century, which reflects on 
Christians' obligation to stand up against 
the wrongs of today's world. It was pub
lished by Orbis Books this past fall. 

Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.) 

A panel of four religious leaders, including 
Brethren Witness/Washington Office direc
tor Phil Jones, discussed the role of reli
gious organizations in civil rights issues 
on Jan. 22, as part of Juniata's Martin 
Luther King Jr. commemorative week. 

University of La Verne (La Verne, Calif.) 

Dr. lssam Ghazzawi, associate professor 
of Management, in December received 
the Paul Harris Fellow Award from Rotary 
International. Ghazzawi was honored for 
his community service initiatives 
designed to help underserved/first-gener
ation students. The Paul Harris Fellow is 
the highest award presented by Rotary. 

Manchester College (North Manchester, Ind.) 

On Dec. 16 president Jo Young Switzer 
announced Manchester's new "Triple 
Guarantee": financial aid for all full-time 
students, and full tuition for academical
ly strong low-income students who live 
in Indiana; graduation within four years 
for all full-time students, or they receive 
free tuition for credits needed to gradu
ate in five years; and a job or post-grad
uate school within six months of gradua
tion, or return for a full year tuition-free. 

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.) 

McPherson once again rolled a car 
across the stage at the Barrett-Jackson 
auction in Scottsdale, Ariz. The car this 
year was a 1957 Thunderbird, fully 
restored by students enrolled in 
McPherson's unique auto restoration 
program. The auction was broadcast 
Jan. 16 on the SPEED channel, with 
McPherson's Thunderbird appearing 
near the end of the show. 

Members of the 2009-2010 National Youth Cabinet are, front row from left: Audrey 
Hollenberg, Matt Witkovsky, Emily LaPrade; middle row: Chris Douglas, Jamie Frye, 
Kelsey Murray; back row: Kay Guyer, Sam Cupp, Walt Wiltschek, Tyler Goss, Ryan 
Roebuck, and Christy Waltersdorff. 

Cabinet announces theme for 2010 NYC 

National Youth Conference (NYC) 2010 has a theme: "More Than Meets 
the Eye," drawn from 2 Car. 4:6-10 and 16-18 (The Message). 

The theme and some other aspects of the conference were decided as 
the National Youth Cabinet met Jan. 2-5 in Elgin, Ill. In a statement on the 
theme, NYC co-coordinators Audrey Hollenberg, Emily LaPrade, and Matt 
Witkovsky said the scripture passage "reminds us that God does great 
things through each person .... Even though we may seem like simple 
jars of clay, with God's light we are more than meets the eye." 

The cabinet also discussed worship speakers and music leaders, which 
will be finalized in the coming months, along with broader goals, the 
schedule, and promotion ideas. Details will be posted as they become 
available at the new NYC website: www.2010nyc.org. NYC 2010, for senior 
high youth and advisors, will take place July 17-22, 2010, at Colorado State 
University in Fort Collins, Colo. 

Members of the cabinet, which will next meet in mid-August in 
Colorado, are Sam Cupp, Jamie Frye, Tyler Goss, Kay Guyer, Kelsey 
Murray, and Ryan Roebuck, along with adult advisors Christy Waltersdorff 
and Walt Wiltschek, Church of the Brethren Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
director Chris Douglas, and the NYC co-coordinators. 
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'WALL-E': 
Joy and wonder, robot-style 

l 've been impressed by every Pixar film I've ever 
seen. The folks there seem to understand that it's not 

enough to have computer graphics that are beyond state of 
the art. There has to be a story-a story with heart-or the 
film's not worth making. 

Even so, I would not have gone to see WALL-E if our grand
daughter hadn't been visiting us for a couple of weeks last 
summer. I went, I saw, WALL-E conquered. 

WALL-E is entertaining, to be sure, but it is much more. 
This is a story filled with joy and wonder. Most of all, despite 

the fact that the main characters are 
machines, this is a tale about the tri
umph of love. 

The plot is simple enough. As the 
film opens a single WALL-E (Waste 
Allocation Load Lifter Earth-class) 
robot is still in operation on a nearly 
dead earth. WALL-E is an ungainly 
box-like machine with hangdog binoc
ular eyes and solar panels who 
repairs himself with parts from similar 
units that no longer function. 

Designed to collect and stack trash, the hero is something 
of a pack rat-one who spends his evenings watching an 
ancient video of the musical "Hello Dolly" and tossing snack 
food, pristine and still encased in plastic after centuries, to a 
cockroach, his lone companion. 

As the film progresses we learn that all of humanity had 
departed in starships seven centuries before while the waste 
was removed, a task that would supposedly take only five 
years. These ships, built by the Buy n Large Corporation, pro
vide so much creature comfort that the humans on board are 
barely human. Children are raised in robotic nurseries that 
separate them and their parents from activity and action, 
introducing them to their virtual world soon after birth. 
Adults float around in oversized lounge chairs that provide 
every need, barely interacting with other humans. 

Enter EVE (Extra-terrestrial Vegetation Evaluator), one of 
many beautiful, high-powered robots designed to detect plant 
life in order to determine if it is safe for humans to return to 
ea rth. Sent out from the sta r cruiser Axiom, she discovers a 
tiny plant that WALL-E has tenderly potted in an old shoe and 
rushes back with this evidence. The smitten WALL-E follows. 

The movie works because it operates on several levels. 
There is an engaging romance, in which the two (forgive the 
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pun) star-crossed lovers realize they are in love at different 
times. There is an ecological cautionary tale, a warning that 
our planet is in peril. Some in the religious community have 
been slow to recognize this, and reluctant to preach propheti
cally about the task of stewardship entrusted to us. 

For a society (and folks like me) whose struggle w ith inactiv
ity and obesity is enabled by an online culture that draws us 
away from fresh air and real living, there's an "If This Goes 
On-" plot line that doesn't seem too far from fruition. Virtual 
living can be free from virtue, and virtually no life at all. 

Most of all, for every character there is the opportunity for 
change, transformation, and redemption. I find it fascinating 
that many Christians are really Romans. The ancient world 
was convinced that people do not change. Biography in the 
Roman Empire was written to prove that the great were 
always great, the vile were always vile, the poor were meant 
to be poor. It substantiated the social order. 

But Romans 12 suggests just the opposite, encouraging us: 
"Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is 
the will of God-what is good and acceptable and perfect." 

Not everyone is in favor of change. The ship's autopilot has 
no intention of allowing the ship's passengers and crew to 
return, either to earth or to a more human state. But EVE's 
transformation, in response to WALL-E's love, transforms all 
of humanity as well. 

The approach of the filmmakers is neither ham-handed nor 
heavy-fisted. There's a light touch. Entertainment comes first. 
Just because a film is fun, however, doesn't mean it hasn't 
anything to say. I find a good children's film is a good film, 
and it has the advantage of allowing conversation among all 
generations because we're all able to sit down and watch. 

Reflecting on this movie I was reminded of the words of the 
apostle Paul in Philippians 4:8: "Finally, beloved, whatever is 
true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if 
there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things." 

Joy. Wonder. Love. If our churches were places where these 
qualities were experienced, expressed, 
and appreciated we would have no 
problems with shrinking churches. n! 

Frank Ramirez is pastor of Everett (Pa.) Church of 

t he Brethren. 



Distracted by possessions 

Dave Ingold retired in December after 
nearly three decades as building and 
grounds director at the Church of the 
Brethren General Offices in Elgin, Ill. 
MESSENGER invited him to share any sig
nificant reflections from his long expe
rience working with the church: 

Growing up in a Church of the Brethren 
missionary family, it seemed natural 
that my first job after graduation would 
be for the Church of the Brethren Lafiya 
program (in Africa). 

Then in 1980 an opportunity came for a 
job at the General Offices in Elgin. I was 
eager for the chance to work at the 
General Offices, and with the vigor that I 
possessed at that young age, I delved 
into my new duties with spirit and deter
mination. My job soon became my life. In 
addition to my regular workday, I spent 
many off hours at the offices, caring for 
the systems that make the building run, 
and when I was not at the office physical
ly, my mind was there, worrying for the 
safety and comfort of its occupants. 

Over the past 28 years there have 
been many discussions about changing 
the way we use and manage property 
and material, but it is true that "the 
more things change, the more they 
remain the same." As an organization, 
we become so obsessed with property 
and material possessions that we are 
driven to the point of distraction from 
living peacefully, simply, together, to liv
ing in conflict and uncertainty, at which 
time we form committees to re-evaluate 
priorities, re-organize, cutback, layoff, 
and try to begin again-only to repeat 
mistakes and end up in the same tough 
spot we were just in. I am saddened by 
the fact that after 28 years, I still look for 

The opinions expressed in "Letters" are not nec
essarily those of MESSENGER. Readers should 
receive them in the same way as when differing 
views are expressed in face-to-face conversation. 

Letters should be brief, clear, and respectful 
of the opinions of others, with strong differ
ences handled in the spirit of Matthew 18. 
Preference is given to letters that respond 
directly to items in MESSENGER. Anonymous let
ters will not be considered. 

Send letters to MESSENGER, Attn: Letters, 1451 
Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or 
messenger@brethren.org. Please include 
hometown and phone number. 

a resolution to the conflict that the 
Church of the Brethren seems to have 
between managing property and manag
ing what we proclaim: "For the glory of 
God and our neighbor's good." 

As I end my career with the Church of 
the Brethren, I do not end my associa
tion with the Brethren. The Church of 
the Brethren has always been a part of 
my life and always will be. I am grateful 
for being hired for the job, for the 

£:,~ Pontius' Puddle 

opportunities that it has given me to 
grow in my profession, and for the 
many friends I made along the way. 

It is my hope that in time, property and 
material management will become less 
important to the organizational goals and 
values of the Church of the Brethren, 
allowing us to focus on the important 
issues in the world today and to truly 
demonstrate "another way of living." 

Dave Ingold 
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where seekers come to delve deeply 
into life's pressing questions; 

where ministers-in-training discover God at work 
in and through their vulnerability; 

where witnesses learn to share how God's reign 
offers hope to those who most need it. 

C{;! LL • Su-p-port · CoVvee 
a beatitudes education for a blessed and broken world. 

Read student Denton Krietz's story about his experience at Bethany 
at www.bethanyseminary.edu/blessed. 

615 National Road West, Richmond , Indiana 47374 
800-287-8822, contactus@bethanyseminary.edu 

www.bethanyseminary.edu 
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Eastern 
Mennonite 
Seminary 

Preparing men 
and women to 
serve and lead in 
a global context. 

Portrait of a People summarizes the findings 

of the Brethren Member Profile 2006, the 

most comprehensive and representative 

survey of Brethren members ever conducted. 

Sociologist Carl D esportes Bowman, who 

directed the study, reports on a wide range 

of new information- Brethren beliefs 

about God and the afterlife; attitudes 

about military service, abortion, and 

politics; practices in the areas of personal 

Bible study, worship, and love feast; and 

much more. Readers will find themselves 

surprised, pleased, and dismayed. All will 

find themselves better informed about the 

people who call themselves Brethren. 

"This is a story that every member of the 

Church of the Brethren should read." 

-Donald B. Kraybill 

$15.95 p ack of 5 for $60 
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Brethren showed 'heart faith' 

Thank you for including the article 
"Practicing God's Presence" [December 
2008] in the closing issue of this 
anniversary year. This article, along 
with other articles in this issue, reminds 
us of the "heart faith" of early Brethren. 

Such a faith is certainly what led them 
in all joy to enter the waters of baptism 
despite the cost. Such a "heart faith" is 
certainly at the center of individual and 
congregational renewal today. 

What a timely moment to practice 
God's presence. May we be encouraged 
by what this anniversary year has 
meant and build on the vision of daily 
practice of faith that can lead to a 
courageous future in Christ's name. 

David S. Young 
Ephrata , Pa. 

Come rain, come down 

We were out of town when the crisis 
happened in Jos [January 2009 News, 
p. 21]. We live and work in Jos, the cap
ital of Plateau State in central Nigeria. 
We returned one week later. 

It was strange indeed that the day we 
arrived in Jos it rained. I immediately 
thought of God. It wasn't just a light 
shower but a rain that lasted into the 
night. It doesn't rain in Jos in 
December! It hadn't rained in Jos since 

the rainy season ended in the middle of 
October. But it rained anyway: a cool, 
soaking rain. 

That was a Friday, one week to the 
day that the crisis began. The city was 
different after that. You could feel it. 
Less traffic, less noise, less people 
walking up and down. The people you 
saw were quiet, too. Nothing had been 
done about the burned out churches, 
mosques, homes, and cars. Black skele
tons of a black event. 

On that particular Friday everyone 
was running for safety. Our compound 

was safe. Our gardener Isa Larry came 
with his son that night seeking protec
tion. Isa is a Muslim. His neighborhood 
was in a trouble spot. Along with his 
son he had a Christian friend with him. 
My neighbor and colleague pastor 
Anthony Ndamsai took them in against 
the wishes of his wife and several oth
ers in the compound. There is a general 



mistrust between Muslims and 
Christians, even with people you work 
with daily. Pastor Anthony said the night 
passed peacefully at our compound, 
Boulder Hill, though little sleep was had. 

On Sunday a week later we went to 
church. The church was packed. During 
announcements, the secretary gave the 
statistics of the previous week when 
there was still killing going on . There 
were 140 worshipers present then. The 
service included the annual thanksgiv
ing celebration . We danced down the 
aisles to the rhythm of the music, 
singing songs of gratitude. Prayers of 
thanksgiving were given ranging from 
gratitude for restored health to escaping 
from the torches' fire. Thanksgiving was 
given for the rain. People, like me, were 
surprised it rained. The worshiper who 
stood and gave the congregational 
prayer wondered why God had allowed 
it to rain on Jos. Maybe, he said, it was 
to wash the sins away off the pavement. 

I immediately thought of God. 
David and Judith Whitten 

Jos, Nigeria 

A fact check on Kent 

I agree with Walter McSherry (Letters, 
October) that the MESSENGER should be 
historically accurate. He challenges an 
article about the Kent State National 
Guard shootings of students in 1970, 
which was included in an overview of 
50 years of church history. However, Mr. 
McSherry's version of events needs a 
fact check, provided here: 

Kent State students and others were 
protesting President Nixon's invasion of 
Cambodia, which he had just 
announced to the nation. National 
protests responded to the invasion. 
Nine Kent State students were shot by 
the National Guard, four died, and one 
remains paralyzed. Some of the victims 
were bystanders not participating in the 
protest. The National Guard opened fire 
on the students without an order to do 
so, Some of the protesters may or may 
not have been throwing rocks, 

As a consequence of the killings at 
Kent and Jackson State universities, 
President Nixon established the 
Scranton Commission, which he 
charged with investigating these and 
other matters involving student protests 

what drives you 

zy 
Is your answer: "Paying money to benefit insurance companies 

and not receiving anything in return"? 
MAX is different. MAX is specifically for the Brethren and other Anabaptist 
communities. The members of MAX are owners. And because of this ( and 
many more reasons), the money you pay for a MAX insurance policy not 
only gives you excellent protection but also benefits Share Funds and other 
Brethren in need to create and sustain WHO LENE S S. 

HOME• FARM• CHURCH• BUSINESS• AUTO 

www.maxwholeness.com • 877-971-6300 . " MAX. Creating and Sustaining W H O LE N E S sn,i 

Do you dream o{ having 
a career 1n nursing? 

When Jenifer Hipkins received word that she was the 
recipient of a Caring Ministries nursing scholarship, 
she wrote these words. Since then, Jenifer has reached 
her goal and now serves as an emergency room RN. 
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Let the Caring Ministries help 
make your dream come true. 
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Church of the Brethren 

This program is available to members of the Church of the Brethren enrolled in an LPN, RN, 
or nursing graduate program. Application materials are available at www.brethren.org. 

For further information, call the Caring Ministries at (800) 323-8039. 
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Ill 
ALL WHO WORKED FOR PEACE WERE DOING OUR CHURCH'S WORK 
THEN AND ARE DOING SO NOW AS WARS CONTINUE TO RAGE. I AM 
HEARTENED THAT OUR CHURCH CONTINUES ITS COMMITMENT 
TO PEACE ALWAYS. 

on campuses across the nation. The 
commission report found: 

"Even if the guardsmen faced danger, 
it was not a danger that called for 
lethal force. The 61 shots by 28 guards
men certainly cannot be justified. 
Apparently, no order to fire was given, 
and there was inadequate fire control 
discipline on Blanket Hill. The Kent 
State t ragedy must mark the last time 
that, as a matter of course, loaded rifles 
are issued to guardsmen confronting 
student demonstrators." 

As a consequence of the burning of 
an ROTC building the night before the 
shootings, one non-student was tried 
and found guilty, and two other non
students pleaded guilty. No students 
were found guilty. 

As a consequence of the shootings, a 

civil suit awarded about $60,000 to 
each victim's family and the governor 
and National Guard issued an apology 
for their actions. 

Kent State established the Center for 
Peaceful Change in 1971 (now known 
as the Center for Applied Conflict 
Management) as a way of memorializ
ing the events of 1970, and created one 
of the first conflict resolution degree 
programs in the US. 

On a personal note, in 1968 my pastor, 
Arthur Keim, at the Pomona (Calif.) 
Fellowship Church of the Brethren, met 
with me and my dear parents to discuss 
my activism for peace. Pastor Keim 
ta lked with my family about the 
Brethren commitment to peace and stat
ed that I was doing the church's work. 
He blessed my family and my work, 

40 YEARS OF DISCOVERY 
THROUGH TRAVEL 

2009TOURS 
EXPLORE the WORLD of PAUL 

with TOM YODER NEUFELD (April 29-Moy 15) 
ISRAEL and PALESTINE (Moy 24-June 3) 

GREAT TREK TOUR 2009 (Moy 24-June 4) 
EUROPEAN HERITAGE TOUR (June 4-17) 

RUSSIA and UKRAINE (June 5-18) 
ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 8-20) 

MENNONITE WORLD CONFERENCE TOURS 
(July) · A Few Seats Available 

EUROPEAN HERITAGE 
with JOHN SHARP (July 31-August 13) 

MEDA IN UKRAINE 
(September 3-13) 

ENCHANTING DANUBE RIVER CRUISE 
(October 24-November l) 

JAMAICA HIGHLIGHTS TOUR 
(November 13-22) 

BEHIND the VEIL· EXPERIENCING EGYPT 
(November 16-28) 

2010TOURS 
AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND (February 5-25) 

WITH OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY: 
SPRINGTIME in 

HOLLAND, BELGIUM & GERMANY (Moy 6-17) 
LUTHERAN HOLY LAND TOUR (Moy 8-19) 

EUROPEAN HERITAGE with JOHN RUTH (June 1-14) 

SPECTACULAR SCANDINAVIA & ITS FJORDS (June 13-28) 
PENNSYLVANIA to EUROPE (June 19-July 2) 

ISRAEVPALESTINE (June 24-July 5) 
EUROPEAN HERITAGE with JOHN SHARP (June 29-July 12) 

ITALY, AUSTRIA & GERMANY (July 7-17) 

ENGLAND and SCOTLAND (July 23-August 4) 
SWISS GLACIER EXPRESS (July 29-August 11) 

EUROPEAN HERITAGE with PAUL ZEHR (September 5-1 8) 
THE ROAD to JERUSALEM (September 11-22) 

EUROPEAN HERITAGE for 
GERMAN-SPEAKING PERSONS (September 16-29) 

TM MYSTERY TOUR (October 15-23) 

-

"Building bridges among Mennonites and other Christians and faiths 
around the world through custom-designed travel." 

~ 

CALL 1-800-565-0451 FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR 

E-MAIL: ollice@tourmagination.com WEB: www.tourmagination.com 
9 Willow Street, Waterloo, ON N2J 1V6 Canada Reg. #50014322 2308 Wood Street, Lancaster, PA 17603 USA 
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which I have continued all my life. 
The war in Indochina was an unmiti

gated horror for everyone involved. All 
who worked for peace were doing our 
church's work then and are doing so 
now as wars continue to rage. I am 
heartened that our church continues its 
commitment to peace always. 

Winter Karen Dellenbach 
Palo Alto, Calif . 

CLASSIFIEDADS 

Walk where Jesus walked. Come along with Rev. 
John and Rev. Linda Stoner as they return to the Holy 

Land. The Stoners are both ordained COB Pastors with 
over 22 years experience as professional travel agents. 

This inspirational journey takes place November 3-12, 
2009, and departs from Western Pennsylvania. 

Departures can also be arranged from any major gate
way city. Transportation, first-class lodging, daily break
fast and dinner, and more included. $3,389.00 877-

456-8769 or www.smallgrouptours .com. for details. 

Kagarise book available: "Pure Country- The 
Leon Kagarise Archives, 1961-1971" is the amazing 
story of Kagarise's collection of music and photos of 
country music legends. The book features 175 color 

photos of well-known country music artists. Leon, a 

member of the Long Green Church of the Brethren near 

Baltimore, died last January. Order from your local book
store or Amazon.com. For more information, contact 
Dean Kagarise at 574-658-3445 or kagarise@bnin .net. 

Experience the Passion Play in Oberammergau 
in 2010 with Lerry Fogle. This 11-day tour, June 
28-July 8, 2010, will visit Germany, Austria, and 

Switzerland. See the breathtaking Alps. Visit historic 
cities, castles, and other sites of interest. Admission to 
the Passion Play, a once-in-a-lifetime event held every 

10 years since 1634, included in the tour price. 
Departure from Washington Dulles Airport. You need 
to book now. For information and tour ~rochures, call 

301-682-8831, or e-mail lwfogle1@msn.com. 

PASTORS NEEDED. Congregations in many of the 
denomination's 23 districts are in need of strong, 

trained Christian leaders who are dedicated to Church 
of the Brethren beliefs and practices to serve as pas
tor. The available placements are both full-time and 
part-time and include some associate/second staff 

positions. The congregations vary widely in size and 
program. A full listing of openings can be found at 
www.brethren.org. Contact the appropriate district 

executive or call the Ministry office at 800-323-8039. 



Long live BVS! 

On Saturday, Sept. 27, I attended the 
60th anniversary celebration for 
Brethren Volunteer Service at the 
Brethren Service Center in New 
Windsor, Md. [see story, November 
2008 p. 19] 

other youth from the United States, 
Germany, and Korea trained for two 
months to ready themselves for this 
new life adventure. I was a 19-year-old 
youth who was able to use this pro
gram as alternative service to fulfill my 
obligation of military service. I worked 
in the Material Aid Program, in which 
used and new clothing was collected 
from churches across the United States 
and then distributed to areas that were 
in need. I served one year at a distribu
tion center in St. Louis, Mo., and my 
second year in Nappanee, Ind. 

week for food ($20 per week my sec
ond year). I can say that BVS changed 
my life, and two of my best friends 
came out of the BVS program. 

Several persons from the first unit 
back in 1948 were present to tell about 
their experiences and how it changed 
their lives. The present unit was there 
for the celebration, as well as complet
ing their three weeks of training before 
going to the ir program of service. 

I became part of the BVS program 
when I joined the 82nd unit in January 
1969. I went to the Brethren Service 
Center in the cold of winter where 40 

I grew up quickly physically as well 
as mentally. I was forced into different 
situations of life. My housing was pro
vided for me, and I received $15 per 

At the anniversary celebration I final
ly got to visit with one person from my 
unit: Eric Bachman, who came from 
Lebanon, Pa. He went to Germany to 
work with a peace organization and 
remained in Germany even after his 
two years of service; he and his wife 
now make Vermont their home. Eric is 
the same person I knew back in 1969 
but now a little older-he still has that 
dream of keeping peace on earth. May 
the BVS program go on forever! 

Gene Mascioli 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

Please send information to be 
included in 1i.1mi11g Points to Jean 
Clements, 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin, 
IL 60120; 800-323-8039 ext. 206; 
jclements...zb@brethren.org. 
Information must be complete in 
order to be published. 
Information older than one year 
cannot be published. 

New Members 

Chambersburg, Pa.: Robert 
Valentine, Janice Valentine 

Cincinnati, Ohio: Jane Stone, 
Steve Stone, April Elrod, 
John Elrod, Nan Erbaugh, 
David Erbaugh, Mary Beth 
Summer 

Circle of Peace, Peoria, Ariz.: 
Keith Monroe, Terry 
Monroe, Sam Spire, Kate 
Spire, Clark Youngblood, 
Mariann Youngblood, Jayne 
Janousek, Joanne Frank, 
Emily Tyler, Rick Ridenour, 
Andrew Kauffman, Jenny 
Harper 

Fairview, Unionville, Iowa: 
Patricia Conger 

First Central, Kansas City, 
Kan .: John Utter, Margaret 
Utter 

Germantown Brick, Rocky 
Mount, Va.: Julie English 

Huntington, Ind.: Anthony 
Beery Bennett, Ashley Crago, 
Quentin Custer, Harlie 
Summers, Alex Varney, Barry 
Belknap, Sharon Lehman, 
Jeff Lehman, Lydia Miller, 
Kevin Miller 

Kokomo, Ind.: Ashley Blake, 
Logan Sarber 

Maple Grove, Ashland, Ohio: 
Todd Schock, Leann Schock, 
Ruth Huff, Kathy Stotler, 
john Baker 

McPherson, Kan.: Elaine 
Goering 

Mountain Grove, Fulks Run, 
Va.: Britany N. Campbell, 

Neil E. Duff, Allegra Duff, 
Tristin Hogan, Sally Lohr, 
Rhonda Phelps, Stephanie 
Slater, Brent Slater, Katlynn 
M. Wheeler, Dillion P. 
Wheeler, Hayley N. Shipley, 
Nicholas Moyers, Travis 
Umbarger, Robert Biller, 
Kristen Biller, Angela 
Eppard, Ryan D. Hulver, 
George Haris, Jr. , Dennis R. 
Curry 

Paxton, Harrisburg, Pa.: 
Christina Johnson, Ruth 
Sutton, Betty Wert 

Philadelphia, First, Wyndmoor, 
Pa.: Ronald Albert 

Pottstown, Pa.: George 
Hockman, Garrett Keyser, 
Ellen Dennis, Scott Major, 
Arlene Major 

Snake Spring, Everett, Pa.: 
Betty Bowser, Harold Bowser 

Walkers Chapel, Mount 
Jackson, Va.: Autumn 
Fleming, Jeffrey Fleming, 
Joshua Fleming, Lillie Jane 
Fleming, Sandra Fleming, 
Connie Hottinger, Dannie 
Hottinger, Joann Hottinger, 
Hilda Kinkead, Gladys 
Galmiche, James McGuire, 
Joyce Rush, Walter Rush 

York Center, Lombard, Ill.: 
David Groff 

Wedding 
Anniversaries 
Berrier, Jimmy and Louise, 

Winston-Salem, N.C., 50 
Blount, Everett and Evelyne, 

Venice, Fla., 60 
Bond, Stanley and Lois, 

Hagerstown, Md., 50 
Bright, Paul and Ruth, Ashland, 

Ohio, 50 
Geib, Clarence and Alta, 

Manheim, Pa., 55 
Hess, Wilbur and Barbara, 

Manheim, Pa., 50 
Ludy, Charles and Audrey, 

Somerset, Pa., 50 
Mason, Frank and Martha, 

Shelbyville, Mo., 60 
Reed, George and Patty, 

Winston-Salem, N.C., 55 
Reynolds, Duane and Delores, 

Franklin Grove, Ill., 60 
Richwine, Jay and Jean, 

Mechanicsburg, Pa., 55 
Royer, Dale and Phyllis, 

Lincoln, Neb., 55 
Shelton, Cletus and Norma, 

Winston-Salem, N.C., 55 
Sullivan, Dee and Roylynn, 

Lincoln Neb., 55 
Unrau, William and Neva, 

Lincoln, Neb., 60 
Yoder, Stephen and Marilyn, 

New Paris, Ind. , 50 
Ziegler, Robert and Nancy, 

Harrisburg, Pa., 60 

Deaths 
Aldrich, Delta Reiste, 86, 

Springfield, Mo. , Dec. 13 
Baker, Kenneth, 70, 

Huntington, Ind., Dec. 4 
Brown, Lula Mae, 75, Yoder, 

Ind., March 4, 2008 
Brumbaugh, Loren J. , 72, 

Albion, Ind., Oct. 27 
Carpenter, Stephen, 65, 

Ashland, Ohio, Nov. 9 
Conner, Alvin E., 84, Manassas, 

Va., Sept. 15 
Conner, Geraldine Garber, 78, 

Manassas, Va., July 19 
Cook, James, 77, Ashland, 

Ohio, Nov. 11 
Crawford, Edward T. , 76, 

Salemville, Pa., Nov. 4 
Eicher, William C., 85, 

Harrisonburg, Va., Dec. 13 
Endsley, Wayne, 83, 

Huntington, Ind ., Oct. 22 
Fieg, Ruth, 82, Friedens, Pa., 

Oct. 11 
Flora, B. Bennie, 81 , Rocky 

Mount, Va., Aug. 22 
Fralin, Marvin , 75, Roanoke, 

Va. , Dec. 10 

Garber, William J. , 99, 
Lancaster, Pa., Sept. 16 

Gasswint, Geraldine, 88, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. , Nov. 12 

Gill, Ruth A., 97, 
Hollidaysburg, Pa., Dec. 11 

Goodmiller, Opal, 96, Warren, 
Ind., March 24 

Gress, Albert, Jr. , 87, Trotwood, 
Ohio, Nov. 3 

Hess, Floy M., 89, Manheim, 
Pa., Oct. 6 

Hite, Harvey, 1 08, Warren , 
Ind. , Feb. 16, 2008 

Hoover, Linda. 61 , Ozark, Mo., 
Nov. 20 

Howard, Shirley, 85, Moulton, 
Iowa, Oct. 1 7 

Kissinger, Warren, 86, 
Hyattsville, Md., Dec. 14 

Landis, Esther, 88, Lancaster, 
Pa., Dec. 10 

Landis, Terry, 5 I, West 
Carrollton, Ohio, Nov. 13 

Long, Florence, 90, Mount Joy, 
Pa. , Nov. 27 

Magnifici, Laurie, 47 , Dixon, 
Ill., Nov. 23 

Martin, Robert E. , 87, Dayton, 
Ohio, Nov. 3 

Mauck, Robert D., Sr. , 77, 
Middlebury, Ind., Dec. 12 

McGuire, Mary Ann, 63, 
Edinburg, Va ., April 21 

Moon, Virginia, 95, Cordova, 
Md., Nov. 10 

Moore, Kathryn, 89, Greenville, 
Ohio, Oct. 29 

Owen, Edythe Potter, 85, 
Modesto, Calif., Nov. 30 

Rauch, E. Marie, 88, Dayton, 
Ohio, Nov. 5 

Riffell, Lloyd, 93, Bradford, 
Ohio, Nov. 5 

Roop, Ruth, 90, Omaha, Neb., 
Oct. 20 

Roudabush, Alta Evelyn, 95, 
Johnstown, Pa., Dec. 24, 
2007 

Scott, Solona, 88, Swedesboro, 
N.J ., Nov. 2 

Souder, Dow F., 96, Broadway, 
Va., Nov. 9 

Pastoral 
Placements 
DeCoursey, Audrey, associate 

pastor, Highland Avenue, 
Elgin, Ill., Oct. 15 

Dykes, Jeremy H. , associate 
pastor, Jackson Park, 
Jonesborough, Tenn., Dec. 8 

Fitzgerald, Nancy Betz, from 
minister of congregational 
li fe, Manassas, Va., to pastor, 
Arlington, Va., Dec. l 

Forrester, Donald, pastor, 
Laurel Glen, Cranesville, W. 
Va. , Nov. 16 

Fourman, Ann, associate pastor, 
Union Center, Nappanee, 
Ind., April I 

Green, Gary W., pastor, Maple 
Glen, Fort Hill , Pa., Nov. 30 

Klinedinst, Stephen L., from 
pastor, Lone Star, Lawrence, 
Kan., lo activities director & 
chaplain , Medicalodge of 
Eudora, Eudora, Kan. , Nov. 
I 

Leatherman, Paul N ., III , pas
tor, Longmeadow, 
Hagerstown, Md., Dec. 1 

Neuman-Lee, Jeff, pastor, 
Whittier Communi ty, 
Denver, Colo., March 1, 
2008 

Reininger, Linda L., coordina
tor of pastoral & spiritual 
care, Memorial Medical 
Center, Johnstown, Pa ., Oct. 
I 

Rogers, Sandi, associate pastor 
for Christian formation , 
Frederick, Md ., Dec. 1 

Walker, Larry A., from pastor, 
East McKeesport, Pa., to 
pastor, Mount Pleasant, Pa. , 
Nov. 30 

Weaver, Beverly G., minister of 
congregational life, Goshen 
City, Goshen, Ind. , Dec. 1 
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Guess who's coming to dinner? 
Tis past fall, the Church of the Brethren was part I :f unique and somewhat historic occasion. 

Brethren representatives, including general secretary Stan 
Noffsinger, were among a group that sat down for dinner 
with Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, the infamous president of 
Iran. It was the fourth in a series of events with 

Ahmadinejad set up by Mennonite 
Central Committee and its partners, 
and the second at which Brethren 
were present. 

Ahmadinejad has made worldwide 
headlines for comments denying the 
occurrence of the Holocaust, for say
ing he wanted to "wipe Israel off the 
map," and for expressing a desire to 
build Iran's nuclear program, among 
other things. Iran was named part of 
the "axis of evil" by President George 
W. Bush, and the US has been a con
sistent critic of the Iranian president. 

So why would some American religious leaders want to 
dine with him? Simple, they say. It's what Jesus would do. 

"Jesus ate with lepers and with tax collectors, and in the 
United States right now Iran would be in that category," 
MCC executive director Arli Klassen told the Mennonite 
Weekly Review. 

This, they say, is the Jesus who instructed his followers to love 
everyone, including that troubling call to "love your enemies." 

""To be at that table, this is what it means to be a peace 
church," Noffsinger said after the event, noting the long 
engagement of Brethren with issues of peace and justice. 

crowd of protesters across the street included some who 
were affiliated with Christian and Jewish groups. At least a 
few were rather caustic in their opinions of the religious 
leaders' actions. Some said this showed that the peace 
churches were "irrelevant" to today's culture. 

If so, those wacky, offbeat peace churches were at it again 
last month. Some of the same people who met with 
Ahmadinejad, and many others, gathered at a historic 
Friends meeting house in Philadelphia for a major forum on 
peace concerns. Peace church delegates met with represen
tatives of other traditions to put peace center-stage. 

In his welcome address, National Council of Churches gen
eral secretary Michael Kinnamon said, "This has been 
repeated at various ecumenical conferences and I am going 
to repeat it here: War is contrary to the will of God." 

As war and violence thunders in Gaza, Afghanistan, Iraq, 
and elsewhere around the world, some probably think talk
ing about peace is a bit naive. It's for the weak or the unpa
triotic, the impractical dreamers or the Pollyannas who can't 
see the real dangers of the world. 

Then again, as the peace position seems to be losing trac
tion among some Brethren, it appears to be gaining steam 
elsewhere. Spiritual blogger David Crumm 
(ReadtheSpirit.com) recently called the peace movement 
"one of the emerging Big Three movements among faith 
groups" along with poverty issues and creation care/ecothe
ology. The historic peace churches may actually be on the 
cutting edge if we don't lose the passion-and the spine-of 
our Christ-following heritage. 

Former Illinois governor Adlai Stevenson said in 1952 (a 

better time for Illinois governors), "The tragedy of our day is 
the climate of fear in 
which we live, and 

WHEN WE EXPRESS A WILLINGNESS TO SIT DOWN AND ENGAGE 
IN GENUINE CONVERSATION, WE DON'T KNOW WHO MIGHT 
COME ALONG AND TAKE A SEAT AT OUR TABLE. 

fear breeds repres
sion .... The road 
we travel is long, but 
at the end lies the 
grail of peace. And in 
the valley of peace 

"We're always called by Jesus' command to love neighbors 
as ourselves .... Our faith compels us." 

The religious leaders were clear that the meeting did not 
signal any condoning of Ahmadinejad's statements or 
actions. But Ahmadinejad expressed a willingness to engage 
in conversation, and the peace churches were among the 
very few who opened the door enough to listen. 

Not everyone agreed with the move, though, among them 
some Mennonites and Brethren who questioned their 
denomination's decision to participate. At the dinner itself, a 

we see the faint outlines of a new world, fertile and strong." 
When we express a willingness to sit down and engage in 

genuine conversation, we don't know who might ~ome 
along and take a seat at our table. It's worth breaking bread 
together, even when the placemats get messy. 

When our dialogues carry our best attempt to embody 
Jesus Christ-whether with bellicose world leaders or with 
the person down the pew whose theology tilts a different 
way than ours, they are never irrelevant. They might even 
lead to a new and better world.-Ed. ~ 

COMING IN MARCH: Perspectives on peace, Bible study on 1 & 2 Thessalonians, and more. 
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Learn about the farmers who grow your fairly traded coffee 



Where is vot1r treast1re? .. 
Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven ... Matthew6:20 

Christ has regarded each of us with love and deep compassion , and the mission 

of his church is to share that Good News message with all. Your gifts to 

One Great Hour of Sharing help care for God's treasured people throughout 

the world . Please give lovingly and generously from your "treasures." 

Where is vot1r treast1re? ., 
Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven ... Matthew6:20 

SPANISH: Christ has regarded each of us with love and deep 

compassion, and the mission of his church is to share that Good News 

message with all. Your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing help care 

for God's treasured people throughout the world. Please give lovingly 

and generously from your "treasures." 
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