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Follow m.e,
two words from Jesus that invite us on a journey
Advent and Lent, two seasons of the year that define the journey

The Brethren Press seasonal devotional
series encourages followers to a renewed
understanding and deepened commitment
to the call of Jesus. Our devotional guides are
written by some of the finest authors in the
Church of the Brethren. Each year readers
will receive over twelve weeks of daily
meditations with scripture and prayer to
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8 Caring for creation
A cluster of stories this month examine our relationship
with God's creation. Karen Doss Bowman surveys steps
being taken by some Brethren members, congregations,
and organizations (p. 8); Angie Mountain looks at some of
the theological underpinnings of creation care (p. 12); and a
brief profile highlights some of the actions and activities
occurring at Camp Myrtlewood (p . 15).

16 Spare some change?
"As winter sets in, increasing numbers of Americans are
confronted with the harsh reality of homelessness: bundled, shivering souls, hands held out for loose change,"
writer Heather Donckels says. That leaves many people
uncertain how best to respond.

18 Philippians: Rejoice in the Lord always!
When Paul writes to the church at Philippi, he pens an intimate letter. His writing is filled with joy and encouragement for the life and work of the church .
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HOW TO REACH US
leal< midwinter" sounds more lil<e January than December, no matter
what the carol says: Christmas is over, it's hard to tell yet that the days are get-

ting longer, and for unlucky northern folks it's also bitter cold. Yes, there's plenty about
January that's bleak.
This year we're pinched not only from the frosty wind but also from the economy's
free fall-which on its way down is devastating personal bank accounts and the
finances of our churches, schools, and communities.
But the light of Epiphany is especially profound in the midst of darkness, and our
modest Brethren light can make a noticeable difference in a dark time. In moments of
adversity, God's call can be easier to hear. Like other people of
goodwill, many Brethren will undertake extra efforts to minister
to the people in their neighborhoods.
To add moral and practical support to this work, the Church of
the Brethren is offering 80 matching grants to congregations
that make their own gifts to local food pantries and soup
kitchens. For such shoestring operations January can be truly
bleak, since they tend to be forgotten once Christmas gift-giving is over. The matching grants are coming from the church's
Global Food Crisis Fund and Emergency Disaster Fund. (Learn
more at www.brethren.org.)
This is one way the Church of the Brethren is j oining with others through Christian
Churches Together, a diverse group of Christians, to make a visible difference in the
fight against poverty. Each member of CCT is addressing poverty in a specific way
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between Thanksgiving 2008 and Easter 2009. The hope is that millions of Christians
acting together will not only provide real assistance to people who need it, but will
also call the nation's attention to the serious problem of poverty.
Food pantries and soup kitchens are just a start, of course, and Easter can't be the
end. CCT had identified domestic poverty as a major challenge long before the financial crisis hit; now the needs are even greater.
But Epiphany is the celebration of God made manifest in Jesus Christ, of God with
us. In darkness we see light; in adversity we see hope. The US church will come
through this time with a new kind of hardiness. We will discover that the church is
revitalized most when the focus is beyond ourselves-that is, when we are out doing
the work of Jesus.
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REMEMBERING THE 300TH ANNIVERSARY

::,

Mennonite seminary hosts

0

cc

Brethren anniversary event

<C

A "reunion of cousins" is what participants called the celebration of the 300th
anniversary of the Brethren churches hosted by Associated Mennonite Biblical
Seminary, in Elkhart, Ind. The event was coord inated by the Institute of Mennonite
Studies, the research and publishing arm of AMBS.
The two-day event, Oct. 2-3, included several opportunities for representatives of the
Church of the Brethren and the Brethren Church to meet with students and faculty of
AMBS. The celebration was an opportunity to "listen and affirm affinity between these
two Anabaptist groups with parallel origins," said Jeff Bach, director of Elizabethtown
{Pa.) College's Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies and one of the presenters.
Bach g~ve an overview of the Brethren movement and continued by enumerating
overlapping concerns among the Brethren and Mennonites. Both are Scripture-rooted movements, he noted,
with emphasis on an effort
::;; to live out the faith, prac~~ tice discipleship, do mission, and prepare for
Christ's second coming.
The culminating session
of the celebration was a
worship service in which
three presenters-Bach,
Brethren Church moderator
Tom Shiefer, and Bethany
Theological Seminary president Ruthann Knechel
Johansen-explored the
present, past, and future.
Johansen invited listeners to consider new venA hymn sing featuring hymns from the Brethren tradition
tures for collaboration
opened the evening worship service at the celebration of the
among the three peace
300th anniversary of the Brethren churches, Oct. 3 at
church traditions, Brethren,
Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, Ind.
Participants included (left to right) Tom Shiefer, Jeff Bach, John
Mennonites, and Quakers.
Rempel, Ruthann Knechel Johansen, and Mary H. Schertz.
In the heart of Indiana,
Johansen pointed out, are
three historic peace church colleges and three historic peace church seminaries. She
asked what they could do that would deepen the ir witness and their own faith traditions . H_er suggestions included work together on a theology of peace, establishing a
center like the Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies in the Midwest and
establishing a center for interfaith dialogue.
'
Shief~r, also senior pastor of Nappanee {Ind.) First Brethren Chu rch, said, "My
prayer Is that we don't stop with celebration, because that would be untrue of our
heri_tage as Brethren. The early Brethren founders lived in the present as they served
Chris~ and served each other. That's what being Brethren is about in the present; it's
allowing God to move."-Mary E. Klassen

-1"!YOUSAIDIT

··The ministry of the
church has never depended
upon pastors or parkingrather, it is participation.··
-Manassas (Va .) Church of the Brethren pastor Jeff Carter,
speaking at an anniversary homecoming service at
Westminster (Md.) Church of the Brethren

BYTHENUMBERS

2.1 million
Estimated number of children under the
age of 15 living with the Human
Immunodeficiency Virus, or HIV, according to the Ecumenical Advocacy
Alliance. Dec. 1 marked the 20th
anniversary of World AIDS Day.

Northeast On Oct. 3, six York {Pa.) First
Church of the Brethren members helped
assemble 1,142 Emergency Clean-up
Bucket kits at the Brethren Service
Center. ... Sheri Weaver began Nov. 1 as
director of witness and evangelism for
Atlantic Northeast. .. . The major
Brethren Disaster Auction held by
Atlantic Northeast and Southern
Pennsylvania districts raised more than
$425,000 this past fall. About 7,000 people attended.
Southeast The Advent season at the
Germantown Brick congregation (Rocky
Mount, Va .) included a Caribbean vesper
service by steel drum ensemble
"Spiritual Steel" on Nov. 30 .... Jeremy
Dykes has been called as youth minister
for Southeastern District . . . . Brent and
Marcia Hauser have resigned as caretakers of Camp Galilee (Terra Alta, W.Va.) ....
West Marva District conference delegates approved fellowship status to
Harmony Worship Center in Elkins, W .Va .
Midwest Springfield {Ill.) Church of the
Brethren held an alternative holiday fair
Dec. 5-6 . . .. Former Annual Conference
moderator Paul Grout will be the leader
for the 2009 Southern Ohio District
Men's Retreat at Woodland Altars, near
Peebles, Ohio, Feb. 20-22 .... Through
mid-December, more than $360,000 had
been committed to Camp Alexander
Mack's {Milford, Ind.) "On the Way:
Continuing in Faith" capital campaign.
Ozarks/Plains Sheldon {Iowa) Church of
the Brethren marked its 120th anniversary on Nov. 2 with a "Time for
Remembering" service. It included a
DVD presentation and remarks by
Northern Plains District executive Tim
Button-Harrison ... . Northern Colorado
Church of the Brethren (Windsor, Colo.)
has changed its name to Peace
Community Church of the Brethren.
West Live Oak {Calif.) Church of the·
Brethren held its second annual
Alternative Holiday Market in November.
Total market donations topped $7,000;
funds raised went to the Church of the
Brethren's Global Food Crisis Fund ....
Annual Conference moderator David
Shumate, On Earth Peace executive
director Bob Gross, and Congregational
Life Team member Steve Gregory provided leadership for the Idaho District
conference in October.
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Mid-Atlantic congregations
celebrate unique love feast

Northview marks tricentennial with special, colorful quilt
Northview Church of the Brethren in Indianapolis dedicated a handmade art
quilt on Sept. 7 at a worship service celebrating the 300th anniversary of the
beginning of the Church of the Brethren.
Made of five panels spanning the 30-foot width of the sanctuary, the design
features the logo of the Church of the Brethren in the center with spectral colors
circling out from the center. The Church of the Brethren logo upholds images of
life in Jesus Christ; the quilt's design expands on the logo images by using the
colors to express the diversity welcomed and shared in the church family.
"The quilt is inspirational, beautiful, and functional," said Northview co-pastor
Louise (Louie) Baldwin Rieman, "and what is most special is the spirit in which
it was made-with a group of women voluntarily gathering to work and share,
stitching together their relationship as they sew ed the fabric, bonding with fun,
delight, depth, and hard work. We as a church community are so grateful for
their generous and creative service. "
The quilt was designed and created to assist with the acoustical needs of the
sanctuary. Historical memorabilia of the founding and development of the Church
of the Brethren was also featured at the dedication service.-Donna Barr Michael
Five women from
North view Church of the
Brethren created a quilt
work of art to mark the
denomination 's 300th
ann i versary. Right,
members of the
congregation hold the
center panel. Top, the
finished qu ilt hangs in
the sanctuary.

REMEMBERED
• Robert W. "Bob" Beery, 95, died Oct. 7. He had served on the Manchester
College (North Manchester, Ind.) board of trustees for 43 years, including a period as chair. Beery, a member of Manchester Church of the Brethren, had been
the first lay moderator of the denomination's South/Central Indiana District and
a volunteer with Church World Service.
• James B. Bowman, 92, an ordained Church of the Brethren minister and
long -time missionary to Nigeria, died Nov. 8 in Wenatchee, Wash. He and his
wife, Merle, served more than 40 years beginning in 1946. James Bowman also
spent several years as director of mission education for the Church of the
Brethren General Board . A memorial service was held Nov. 15 at the
Sunnyslope Brethren/United Church of Christ congregation in Wenatchee.
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The New Windsor (Md.) Conference
Center was the setting for a combined
love feast on World Communion Sunday,
Oct. 5. Eight Church of the Brethren congregations in Mid-Atlantic District partici pated in the event as part of the denomination's 300th anniversary celebration.
Brethren from the eight congregations,
along with several members from
Linwood Brethren Church in Union Bridge,
Md., brought the attendance to a total of
140. The service used a worship outline
written by former Westminster (Md.) pastor Scott Duffey for the denomination's
300th anniversary committee resources.
"As we entered the Blue Ridge building,
the excitement heightened as everyone
gathered for a once-in-a-lifetime event,"
Meadow Branch Church of the Brethren
pastor James Lucas wrote . "One could
sense the presence of the Holy Spirit as
we worshipped together, sat beside old
and new friends, and once again became
servants as we washed one another's feet
or hands. Through this experience we
modeled our unity as brothers and sisters
in Christ and as a denomination.
"Following the service, many in attendance shared how moving and inspiring
the service was and hoped we would do
this again in the very near future ."

Anniversary year marked with
variety of creative celebrations
The just-concluded 300th anniversary year
was filled with congregational and district
observances. Following are a few final
highlights of some of these celebrations:
• Manchester Church of the Brethren
(North Manchester, Ind.) celebrated the 300th
anniversary with a display of historical items
and information in the church narthex, a worship service featuring traditional German
hymns, a long-running electiv~ class on history and heritage related to Indiana Brethren,
and a "pioneer potluck" of colonial-era foods.
• Bridgewater (Va.) Church of the
Brethren highlighted its anniversary celebrations with a "worship celebration for
Brethren hymnody," including a brief
overview of Brethren hymnody and hymnals by John Barr. Other anniversary-related observances included several specially
focused worship services, Sunday school
class sessions for children and adults, and
an anniversary love feast.

LANDMARKS & LAURELS

Displays at Manchester Church of the Brethren highlighted aspects of Church of the Brethren heritage.

• Lancaster (Pa.) Church of the Brethren
asked member and artist Linda Husted to create
three panels to mark the anniversary. The acrylicon-canvas display, which incorporates 15 scenes
from Brethren history, was featured in the
Lancaster New Era newspaper. The three mural
panels will be displayed together permanently in
the church's Gathering Place.
• Mechanicsburg (Pa .) Church of the
Brethren hosted a heritage-themed Southern
Pennsylvania District dinner theater and asked
members to help out with a unique display.
Paper plates were sent out to children and adults,
who were asked to add their anniversary comments or artwork. More than 20 responses came
back, with symbols of baptism, quilting, communion, names of children, music, ministry, Bible
verses, and more. The resulting bulletin board
display was "a favorite place to visit for our folks,
and hopefully for friends and neighbors who visit
us," member Sara G. Wilson said.

Paper plates form a unique anniversary display at
Mechanicsburg Church of the Brethren.

• Members of Florin Church of the
Brethren (Mount Joy, Pa.) were given the opportunity to purchase 300 2-by-4 lumber pieces for
$2 each in a "300x300" project. Those who purchased the boards could write a prayer, scripture
verse, or other thoughts on them. Some were
displayed in the church foyer, and all were dedicated in worship on Oct. 19. The total amount of
$864 raised topped the goal, and the wood was
delivered to Lancaster Area Habitat for Humanity
along with the additional money raised.

• Heifer International received this year's Bon Appetit humanitarian award.
Highlights of the organization were included in an issue of the magazine this fall.
• Brethren-related organization New Community Project, which focuses
on justice and environmental issues, was highlighted in the
November/December 2008 issue of Orion magazine. The piece included an
interview with director David Radcliff, who named David Korten, Worldwatch,
and Bono as "the best thinkers in my field."
• The US National Council of Churches' Eco-Justice staff, which includes
Church of the Brethren member Jordan Blevins as assistant director, are recipients of the 2008 "Blessed Are the Peacemakers" award of the US Conference
for the World Council of Churches. The WCC's US Conference bestows the
awards annually as a part of its Decade to Overcome Violence program to recognize people making an impact for peace locally, nationally, and globally.
• The Peace Church Risk Retention Group rewarded its 45 member
organizations with a $1 million dividend distribution in 2008. The 4-year-old
Peace Church Risk Retention Group serves organizations that are members of
Church of the Brethren Caring Ministries, the Mennonite Health Services
Alliance, and Friends Services for the Aging, and provides general and professional liability insurance. A $500,000 dividend was given in 2007.
• As part of its 100th anniversary celebration, the Brethren Home
Community (New Oxford, Pa.) installed a series of seven tiles on a
Centennial Heritage Wall at the facility. A timeline runs under the tiles.
• Eastern Mennonite University (Harrisonburg, Va.) recently named Donald
B. Kraybill its Alumnus of the Year, noting his widely known expertise on
Amish and Anabaptist belief and practice. Kraybill is senior fellow of
Elizabethtown (Pa.) College's Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies.
• Liz McCartney, who works with the St. Bernard Project in Louisiana
where the Church of the Brethren has been operating a disaster recovery site,
won the CNN Hero of the Year Award . A televised ceremony took place on
Thanksgiving evening, Nov. 27.
• The Sojourners magazine "God's Politics" blog this fall invited posts on
the topic "A Pastoral Strategy for an Economic Crisis." Dan Ulrich, professor of New Testament Studies at Bethany Theological Sem inary, had just
shared a sermon titled "Fa ith, Fear, and Finances," based on Luke 16:1-13, at
Bethany's weekly chapel service and posted it. It elicited positive comments,
including one from Sojourners' president and executive director Jim Wallis.
Wallis described the sermon as "filled with insight and care that exemplified
a Christian response."
• The Hockey Hall of Fame recently honored Manchester graduate Mike
"Doc" Emrick ('68) with the Foster Hewitt Memorial Award for outstanding
contributions as a hockey broadcaster. Emrick, widely recognized as the US
voice of the NHL, is in his 16th season (19th overall) as the television
announcer for the New Jersey Devils.
• Barbara Groff, member and director of the adult choir at Westminster (Md.)
Church of the Brethren, on Oct. 23 was inducted into the Maryland Senior
Citizens Hall of Fame. Groff was nominated by the Senior Singers Choir that she
accompanies and was selected based on her many ways of volunteering_in the
community, including at the church and local hospital and Women's Club.
• Al Blackadar of University Baptist and Brethren Church in State College, Pa.,
recently was elected an "Honorary Member" of the American Meteorological
Society (AMS) for his contributions to numerical modeling of the atmosphere.
There are only 40 living honorary members around the world. Blackadar was
chair of the Penn State meteorology department until his retirement; he has also
been executive editor of Weatherwise magazine and president of the AMS.
• Atlantic Southeast District announced recipients of the Robert and Myrna
Gemmer Peacemaking Award, given annually at district conference by the
Action for Peace Team. The 2008 recipients were the members of the Sutton
family of Miami, Fla.: Wayne, Karen, Sarah, Maggie, and Levi.
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They're God's children, too
"And if a man from another country is living in your land
with you, do not make life hard for him. Let him be to you as
one of your countrymen and have love for him as for yourself; for you were living in a strange land, in the land of
Egypt: I am the Lord your God. " Leviticus 79:33-34

"For I was in need of food, and you gave it to me. I was in
need of drink, and you gave it to me. I was wandering, and
you took me in. I had no clothing, and you gave it to me.
When I was ill, or in prison, you came to me .. .. And the King
will make answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, because
you did it to the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.' "
n this era that were are living we see the oppression
We need to picture Jesus' face every time we say or do
that we are causing our Hispanic brothers and sisters.
something to our Hispanic brothers and sisters and see if we
These people come to this country to work so they can prowill act differently, because at the end of the day we are all
vide for their fam ilies back home.
God's children.
I talked to a Hispanic lady one time, and she said to me,
4. "for you were living in a strange land." All of us have
"Manuel, do you know what is the
come to this country from somewhere else. Whether it was
only thing I want?" I said, "What?"
our parents, grandparents, great-grandparents, etc.
She said, "I want a work permit,
Somebody in our family came to this country as an immitwo or three years, so I can work
grant from somewhere else.
In Exodus 22:21 it says the same thing as in Leviticus, but in
freely without worrying, and after
this time is up if they (the governExodus 22:23 adds, "If you are cruel to them in any way, and
ment) do not want me to renew it, I
their cry comes up to me, I will certainly give ear." Also, Psalm
will go back home."
18:6 says, "In my trouble my voice went up to the Lord, and
After hearing this and some other
my cry to my God. My voice came to his hearing in his holy
people's stories of how they got into
Temple, and my prayer came before him, even into his ears."
this country, I personally was very
This gave me the final understanding I needed. What if our
shocked. I am from Puerto Rico, and
Hispanic brothers and sisters are coming to this country after
I am Hispanic. We are so blessed that we can come in and
they have lifted their prayers to the Lord, and the Lord has let
out of this country without a problem, but many can't. This
them come to this country so they can help their families
scripture from Leviticus is a confirmation that we as
back home where most of them do not have a roof over their
Christians need to work together to help the Hispanic comheads or food for their wife and children to eat?
I know there are a lot of Anglo
people trying to help the Hispanic
SCRIPTURE SAYS NOT TO SEE THEM AS OUTSIDERS,
community. But I hear from othBUT AS ONE OF US. DON'T SEE THEIR OUTSIDE, HOW ers, "They speak a different language," or "I do not understand
THEY LOOK, BUT SEE THEM AS ONE OF US. TREAT THEM
them." In a way it is true, but how
AS WE LOVE TO BE TREATED.
about when we see them at the
grocery store, and they try to
munity or anyone who is not from this country.
reach something and they can't? Show God's love by reaching
This scripture tells me four ve ry important things:
it for them. You don't need to say anything, but if you want to
1. If anybody from another country lives among us, "do
say something, say "Que Dios te bendiga" (May God bless
not make life hard for them." We make their lives hard all
you). This way they will see what good Christians we are. Make
the time when we let politicians make nonsense laws and we
a difference in their lives and in yours, too.
do noth ing abo ut it. When we are quick to judge them, when
If we see the image of Jesus every time we do something
we ignore them, when w e see the ir needs and turn our faces
to anybody, how will we treat that person? Would we treat
the other way, we do what the scripture says not to do.
them differently because we see Jesus, or would it not
2. "Let him be to you as one of your countrymen." This
make a difference because we see Jesus in everybody? Our
scripture says not to see them as outsiders, but as one of us.
talents are not to serve us, but the one that is in need. So
Don't see their outside, how they look, but see them as one
why is it so difficult to accept that we need to help the
of us. Tre at them as we love to be treated.
Hispanic community around us?
3. "Have love for (them). " We are called to love them, to
We need to be more Christ-like with our Hispanic brothers
care about them, and to treat them with the same respect
and sisters, because they, too, are God's children.~
that we wa nt to be treated with. What are the things that we
need to do according to the scriptures to show them that we
Manuel Gonza lez is a member of the Church of the Brethren and a former church
planter in Virlina District. He shared some of these thoughts at last year's Church of
love them? The Gospe l of Matthew has that answer. In
the Breth ren Cross-Cultural Celebration and Consultation in Elgin, Ill.
Matthew 25:35-36 and 40:

I
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OUOTEWORTHY

'' Our culture in
the West needs
Anabaptist
spirituality. It is
vvater to parched
tongues.''
-Trinity Mennonite Church (Glendale, Ariz.} pastor Shane Hipps,
speaking to the Mennonite Church USA Assembly in 2007. He was
quoted by Mennonite Weekly Review. Hipps also spoke at two
Church of the Brethren workshops in Pennsylvania last year.

"Brethren must never be so conservative that
they fail to address God's Word to the culture
in forms that will speak to this age. Brethren
must never be so progressive that they blunt
the radicalness of God's truth by adopting
the world's ways. It is within this that our
heritage challenges Brethren to live."
-Brethren Church historian Dale Stoffer, writing in Church of the
Brethren Yesterday and Today

"Worship helps form us. The question is
what are we being formed into?"
-Marcia McFee, co-director of music & worship for the 2008 United Methodist
General Conference. She was quoted in The United Methodist Reporter.

"One of the greatest problems facing the
world today is religious extremism."
-the Rev. Dr. Samuel Kobia, general secretary of the World Council of
Churches, speaking at a meeting in India

"Animals live better lives than human beings
in Iraq. At least they have the freedom to
move. We were even too afraid to go to church
because people were kidnapped from church."
-Samira, a Syrian Orthodox Church refugee from
Iraq now living in Syria (WCC News)

"Peace can only begin when poverty and
hunger end."
-headline from Heifer International promotional flier. highlighting the
example set by 20th-century Brethren leader Dan West

"You either sincerely arrive at wonder or it
entirely eludes you . I don't know if we always
get there, but I know we're always trying."
-Andrew Stanton, director of the movies Wall*E and
Finding Nemo. He was quoted in Spirit magazine.

CULTUREVIEW
• A recent online survey by
Mennonite Church USA and
Mennonite Church Canada indicated that many congregations
would be ready for a new
hymnal in 10 to 15 years. It
would replace Hymnal: A
Worship Book, which was developed with the Church of the
Brethren and published in 1992.
(Mennonite Weekly Review)
• According to a Leadership
Network study, the average
megachurch saw a growth of
about 50 percent in attendance
in the last five years; about 10
percent of megachurches reported a decline or stagnation. (RNS)
• The US National Council of
Churches planned to premier
the television special Finding
Hope in Recovery: Families
Living with Addiction Jan . 4 on
ABC network affiliates. The special was produced for the NCC
by Mennonite Media. The NCC
also aired three Christmas-related TV specials in December.

• Giving to religious charities and congregations passed
the $100 billion mark for the
first time in 2007, according to a
recent report by the Giving USA
Foundation. Giving to religious
groups increased 4.7 percent,
bringing the total to $102.32 billion. Overall giving to charitable
causes reached $306.39 billion
in 2007, a 3.9 percent increase
from 2006. (RNS)
• Mennonite Central
Committee (MCC) reported that
it will discontinue shipping used
clothing overseas in 2009 as a
result of a comprehensive review
that is intended to strengthen
MCC's material resource program. The review found that
school kits, health kits, relief kits,
blankets and canned meat are
among the most highly valued
items that MCC ships abroad.
The Brethren Service
Center in New Windsor,
Md., made a similar
move last year.

JUST FOR FUN: WORD FIND
CALLED TO CARE This month's issue focuses on our rela tionship with God's creation. In the puzzle below, find these 10
creation-related words. The words can be hidden horizontally,
vertically, diagonally, and backwards.
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CREAT ON S KEEPERS
MORE AND MORE BRETHREN ARE GOING 'GREEN'

------------- - race Lefever of Spring Grove, Pa., doesn't view
weeds as a garden nuisance. For her, they are
a tasty b lessing- one that most of us have failed
to appreciate. As a society, she believes we have
put our food choices in the hands of chemists and
the government, eating more processed foods than any gen eration before. In doing so, she says, we have lost the "wisdom of the weeds"- that is, the understanding of our ancestors that nature provides the best nourishment for our bodies.
For more than 30 years, the matriarch of the Sonnewald
property has been leading summertime "Weed Walks," introducing guests to the
delightful cuisine of common weeds such as dandelions and purslane. As
she leads her guests on
casual strolls around
Sonnewald- a 60-acre
expanse that includes
farmland and the
Sonnewald Natural Foods
store-Lefever teaches
them to identify edible
and medicinal plants and
gives tips for using the
weeds in their diets. The
dandelion root, she offers,
Grace Lefever has dedicated her
makes "the best coffee
life to healthful and peaceful living.
substitute you can taste."
"We're trying to teach people to try to do better by taking
care of their bodies, the temple of the soul," says Lefever, a
former Brethren Voluntee r Service (BVS) worker and a member of West York Church of the Brethren. "[Taking care
of] the whole environment is part of this."
Most people don't think about food
when they consider the green movement-the growing commitment to

The unique Papago Buttes
Church of the Brethren building
in Arizona uses sustainable
buliding principles.
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by Karen Doss Bowman
earth-friendly practices. For Lefever, however, what we eat is
closely tied to our appreciation for and stewardship of God's creation. And like her, a growing number of Brethren are committed
to making personal and congregational changes to reduce the
damaging effects humans have on worldwide climate change.
Christy Waltersdorff, pastor of York Center Church of the
Brethren in Lombard, 111., in September 2007 preached a series
of sermons on "Caring for God's Good Creation." The series,
which was designed to kick off the congregation's implemen tation of a "Growing a Green Church" initiative, focused on
the first chapter of Genesis: the creation story.
"Having dominion [over the earth] doesn't mean taking
what we want and leaving. Dominion means having stewardship," Waltersdorff says. "Creation is a gift of God . God said,
'This is good,' and that's our mandate, to take care of what
God has given us."
Undoing global warming
The York Center congregation has made a commitment to
reducing its carbon dioxide emissions by 80 percent by 2050,
outlining specific steps to be taken and making a timeline for
implementation of the initiatives. Last April, Tom Benevento of
New Community Project visited the church and led a workshop on environmentally sustainable living and conducted an
energy assessment of the church building to develop a "baseline inventory of current emissions."
The short-term changes, such as replacing
incandescent light bulbs with compact fluorescent bulbs and installing programmable thermostats, were easy to
make, says Loren Habegger, a member of the congregation's "Green
--------..a

Team." Among its longgoals, t~e
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Tom Benevento,
left, works in his
community garden
in Harrisonburg, Va.

ways to reduce the amount of driving
its members do for church-related
activities, by promoting carpooling or
bike riding, or by carefully scheduling
meeting times to allow for greater
transportation efficiency.
York Center also installed a compost bin, which members are
encouraged to use, and recycles
printer cartridges. Paper products
are no longer used for most
potlucks and coffee hours. Instead,
everyone pitches in to wash dishes.
These efforts are similar to those of congregations across the
denomination, including Morgantown {W.Va.) Church of the
Brethren, which recently invited Benevento to conduct an
energy assessment.
"As people of God who are called to be stewards of the
earth, it's important that we model and witness what needs to
be done," says Torin Eikler, co-pastor of the Morgantown congregation. "It sends a powerful witness when congregations
do it together as a body."
Building a smaller carbon footprint
When the need arises for a new building, some congregations
are choosing green building projects. Even though the cost of
construction is higher than traditional construction projects,
the energy savings over time make the project worth the cost.
Three years ago, Papago Buttes Church of the Brethren of
Scottsdale, Ariz., moved into its new 8,890 square-foot meetinghouse-one of the first major nonresidential construction
projects under the city's Green Building Program. The building
incorporates more than 50 items designed to save energy,
water, and natural resources. And the pink color-that's a
stunning feature that blends with the surroundings, explains
Jim Walters, who chaired the building committee .
"The color is inspired by the rocks in the buttes at sunset,
so it fits into our environment," Walters says.
Some of the green features of the building include a drip
irrigation system to supply water to the desert plants, which
require only small amounts of water to live; waterless urinals;
11-inch-thick concrete walls insulated with a layer of

Styrofoam; and a petroleum-free decomposed granite parking
lot. The building also uses low VOC {volatile organic compounds) paints and has no carpeting on the poured concrete
floors for a healthier indoor environment.
Farther west, First Church of the Brethren of San Diego is in
the process of constructing the Friends Center, a green building project that is a partnership between the congregation, the
San Diego Peace Resource Center, the San Diego Friends
Meeting and the American Friends Service Committee. This
building, which will be located on the church's nearly 6-acre
property, is the first permitted straw bale construction project
within the San Diego city limits.
That's right: straw bales. The exterior walls are constructed
out of stucco filled with a 2-feet thick interior made of rice
straw bales. The building also features in-floor radiant heat,
solar-heated water, and solar-powered electric. The landscaping includes an orchard of about 100 fruit trees, tended primarily by a group called Gardeners for Peace, that will be used
to help homeless people in the community.
The San Diego congregation hopes the Friends Center, erected mostly with volunteer labor, will be ready for open house
tours during this summer's Annual Conference in the city.
The healing gardens
For New Community Project's Benevento-a former BVSer
and former director of the denomination's Latin America program-caring for the earth is closely tied to caring for the
homeless people he meets near his home in Harrisonburg, Va.
He is turning his homestead and several adjacent lots into
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■ SHRINKING

YOUR CARBON
FOOTPRINT
5 simple actions to take
Tom Benevento, involved with the "Undoing
Global Warming" program of New Community
Project, offers five simple but important
actions people can take to reduce their impact
on climate change. Following these five steps,
Benevento says, may reduce your personal
carbon dioxide emissions by 65 percent to 80
percent.
1. Drive less. "The car is one of the leading
negative impacts on the environment,"
Benevento says. Make a commitment to walk or bike
when your destination is within a mile or two. You might
learn to listen to God speaking through nature-and
maybe lose a few pounds, to boot.
2. Reduce your consumption of red meat. Few people realize that grain-fed livestock contribute to pollution.
If you can't give up hamburgers and
steak, however, look for meat that
comes from grass-fed livestock.
3. Buy locally produced food.
Buying fruits and veggies out of season means they have traveled hundreds or thousands of miles to reach
your grocery store. Not only does
the produce lose its freshness during
the trip, but consider the volume of fossil fuel emissions
generated from the transport. Shop at
your neighborhood farmers' market-or better yet, try growing your
own garden.
4. Conserve energy at home.
Make sure lights and equipment
(such as computers) are turned off
when not in use; purchase energy
efficient appliances; install extra insulation; plug spots where cold air leaks in.
5. Move toward renewable energy. Look for alternatives to fossil fuel energy sources. Benevento says many
states offer residents the option to purchase power from
renewable sources, such as wind.
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Youth and others in Harrisonburg, Va., work at a community
garden coordinated by Tom Benevento.

"a place for experimentation and demonstration of sustainable
living techniques." In addition to making the 1920s-era home
he shares with his wife and two sons more energy efficient,
Benevento is planting keyhole garden beds-a sustainable gardening technique that requires less digging, weeding, and
watering. The zero-emission garden space also features a
"food fence" of delicious treats such as gooseberries, cherry
trees, Juneberries, apple trees, and pears.
"The fence is doing multiple things," Benevento says. "It's
screening the road, blocking the wind, and producing food and
wildlife habitat."
Benevento invites homeless men and women in his neighborhood to help with the gardening and transporting the produce-by bicycle-to the Harrisonburg Farmers' Market. By
working with them, he says he feels drawn closer to the presence of God.
"I've found a strong connection between caring for God's
creation and caring for people who are most marginalized in
our world," Benevento says, pointing out that the poorest people in the world are the ones who experienced the greatest suffering from the effects of climate change. "I find a real presence of God in the midst of that brokenness, where people are
having a real struggle in poverty."
Cliff Kindy and his wife, Arlene, run an organic market garden in North Manchester, Ind., on a homestead site co-owned
with three other families. The garden is bountiful, providing
the sole annual income for Kindys, who intentionally keep their
income below the taxable level to avoid contributing to the US
government's war spending .
Like Benevento and Lefever, Kindy sees our food choices as
intertwined with caring for creation. By choosing to buy locally
produced food and goods, for example, we strengthen our
communities and limit the power of massive, multinational corporations. And by purchasing products that haven't traveled

"FOR US, THE GARDEN PROVIDES A LISTENING
PLACE-A PLACE TO HEAR GOD SPEAKING."
-CLIFF KINDY, WHD HELPS RUN AN ORGANIC MARKET GARDEN IN NORTH MANCHESTER, IND.

thousands of miles to reach our store shelves, we're helping
to control the fossil fuel emissions contributing to climate
change.
Most of all, Kindy says, there's a social justice issue. Food
imported to the United States often is purchased at the
expense of the poor people living in third world. In most
cases, it's not that those countries lack the food to feed their
people, he says. Instead, there's often an injustice in the distribution of the food.
"We need to think broadly about the ways we live, and
eating is one of the big issues each one of us needs to look
at," he says.
The garden also gives the couple flexibility in their schedule to allow them to participate in Brethren workcamps and

in Christian Peacemaker Teams. Kindy, who has been to war
zones all over the world, including Iraq, Palestine, and the
Congo, finds the garden to be a healing place after experiencing the suffering of war. Though the gardening is hard,
physical work, he believes it keeps him healthy-and most
important, it is where his soul is restored.
"For us, the garden provides a listening place-a place to
hear God speaking," Kindy says. "Often our lives are pretty
noisy, pretty busy, and working in the soil without machinery allows us to hear God, and I think that's an important
piece of faith that we often miss." li!
Karen Doss Bowman is a free lance writer based in Bridgewater, Va. She is a member of Sunrise Church of the Brethren in Harrisonbu rg.

Manchester sophomore Ryan
Peterson displays a walleye
from the college's river
cleanup project site.
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A RIVER OF LIFE

Manchester joins efforts to
improve water quality

"'

g'

Manchester College's department of environmental studies !
<n
is partnering with several state and federal conservation
·c
agencies to improve the water '
quality of a 30-mile stretch of the Eel River, which runs along the east side of the North
Manchester, Ind., college campus. The $1 million Middle Eel River Watershed Initiative will provide
research opportunities for students and offer them a chance to participate in service-learning activities.
"The environmental studies and biology program at the college are action-oriented, and we're
trying to make a difference," says Jerry Sweeten, associate professor of biology at Manchester and
author of the grant request. "We're trying to combine classroom academics with real-world experiential learning opportunities."
Once one of the Midwest's outstanding fishing streams, the Eel River today is on the
Environmental Protection Agency's "impaired" list for its excessive levels of e-coli, PCBs, mercury,
and other pollution. Under the initiative, the college's faculty scientists and student researchers will
Jerry Sweeten
develop a watershed management plan, examine aquatic life, and identify pollution sites and
develop solutions for those problems. Most of all, they hope the project will become a tool for educating the public about
everyone's role in maintaining water quality.
"All of us live in distance of a watershed," Sweeten says, "and we all contribute to the quality of the surface waters in the
areas where we live. We can all do something to improve water quality in our everyday lives."-Karen Doss Bowman
~
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WALK NG LIGHTLY
ON THE EARTH

by Angie Mountain

CARE FOR CREATION 'IS JUST A BASIC ACT OF DISCIPLESHIP'
rowing up in the Church of the Brethren's
Middle Pennsylvania District, I always
looked forward to spending a week of summer
vacation at Camp Blue Diamond. Tucked snugly
within the confines of the Rothrock State Forest
near Petersburg, Pa., the camp is well off the beaten path, and
more than an hour's drive from my childhood home.
Each summer, as I would begin to think we would never
reach the driveway leading to the cabin area, the sign welcoming visitors to the camp would appear just to the left of
the road.
"Take only pictures, leave only footprints," read the carved
letters painted white against a dark wood background.
It seemed like sage advice to a 10-year-old, a gentle
reminder to enjoy God's creation without spoiling it for the
next person.
As is so often true, though, our care for the natural world

larger responsibilities regarding peace, justice, and the love of
God and neighbor.
"The world seems headed toward ecological crisis and perhaps disaster," the statement reads. "In many instances, the
pace and mode of industrialization and technological development appear to exceed the ability to combine the factors of
production in ways that preserve and use with equity the
resources provided by the Creator. In other instances, there
seems to be a trend toward using up resources for a minority
of God's children, destroying the beauty of the planet and lifesustaining necessities such as clean air and water.
"The critical problem facing the human family is how to
implement eco-justice and to focus the consumption of the
resources in God's universe upon the service of human
needs."
A second Annual Conference statement, "Creation, Called to
Care," followed in 1991, along with a flurry of General Board

"THE NATURAL WORLD IS THE LARGER SACRED
COMMUNITY TO WHICH WE ALL BELONG."
-THOMAS BERRY, CATHOLIC PRIEST, AUTHOR, HISTORIAN, AND ECO-THEOLOGIAN

cannot be reduced to the simplicity of a bumper sticker
slogan. We do leave footprints, our so-called "carbon footprints," and their damage is far greater than even most adults
reading that sign could have imagined.
"I constantly hear the groaning of the earth," says Carol
Lena Miller, a member of Montezuma Church of the Brethren
in Virginia's Shenandoah District. "In at least one ear, I hear it
all the time. I can't ignore it.
"God created the world, and God's love for the world is
obvious in the Bible," she says. "If we strive to love the way
that God loves, how can we not care for creation?"
Indeed, Miller's question takes on added meaning for each
new generation in the faith community.
As early as 1977, as part of an Annual Conference statement
on justice and nonviolence, the Church of the Brethren began
to recognize care for creation as a vital part of the church's
Messenger January 2009

statements on topics including ozone depletion, clean air,
global warming, and climate change over the next decade.
The general population within the Church of the Brethren,
as well as the larger Christian church, was waking up to the
reality of what a faith witness might look like in the context of
environmental stewardship. The relationship hardly comes as
a surprise in the Church of the Brethren, considering the
founding principles of the denomination.
"We are a New Testament people," says Tara Hornbacker,
associate professor of ministry formation at Bethany
Theological Seminary and a member of the Pleasant Hill congregation in Southern Ohio. "We need to come at 'deep ecology' through loving God and loving your neighbor as yourself. We need to come to an understanding of God being the
center of all things.
"We are to care for our neighbor in need," she continues.

Myrtle Creelc, which
runs through the heart
of Camp Myrtlewood,
has been the focus of a
stream restoration
project. (see story on
page 15)

"We begin with concern for our neighbor, but our neighbor
lives in an ecosystem. It must be a holistic concern, not just
for the neighbor's salvation, but as whole beings and as creations of God.
"We care for the world because all humans depend on it,
yes; that's the Anabaptist part. But deep ecology understands
that all creation is important to God. We are to love what God
loves. That's the Pietist part. There 's no separation there. If
you love God, the love of creation is natural."
Care for God's earth is just a basic act of discipleship, says
Miller, who left a job in information technology to work to preserve wilderness areas. It takes time to cultivate the discipline
of discipleship, though, and we can easily be caught up in the
consumer culture that encourages us to accumulate things
and expect instant gratification.
A healthy prayer life can lead us in the right direction, as well
as reading literature that encourages and instructs us, participating in a faith community that shares our concerns, and
practicing the Sabbath by taking time to rest and enjoy nature.
When we move toward a more sustainable way of living, says
Tom Benevento of New Community Project (NCP), we start to
seek satisfaction in relationships, not in the ownership of things.
Benevento, NCP's sustainable initiative coordinator and a former
Brethren Volunteer Service worker in Guatemala, has seen firsthand the people most affected by environmental decline.
" 'Love one another' is the strongest principle within ecolo-

gy," he says. "There's a very
strong message within Jesus'
wo rds and examples of love.
It's obviously not limited to
human beings; it's about
interconnections, the web of
life, and relationships.
Christianity is founded on the
quality of our relationships."
New Community Project's
"five reasons for living right
with the earth" (see sideba r,
p. 10) all come back to relationships. Our relationship
with God, the Creator. Our
relationship with self, knowing we cannot serve both God and material things. Our relationship with neighbors, for whom we seek both justice and
peace. Our relationship with creation itself, which surely has
value in its own right. And our relationship with the future,
and the legacy we leave for our children and grandchildren.
We can start repairing those relationships by asking,
"Where do we put ourselves in the line of humanity when it
comes to wealth?" If we look in the direction of those who are
most impoverished, it's likely we will come to understand that
what we have is enough, and that we have even more to give.
As Benevento puts it, "We have way more than we need."
And so the challenge is to think of ourselves as a part of a
global community, not just in relationship to other Americans,
and to start making our decisions from that perspecfr,(e.
Upwards of 150,000 people are dying each year from the
effects of global warming, according to a report from the
World Health Organization; most of those affected are indigent and can do little to change the status quo.
Hornbacker has accompanied seminary students on faith
expeditions, including a trip to Honduras with a group of
women. There they saw Honduran women collecting and saving every scrap of plastic they could find to use for dishes and
other household purposes. Others don't have the choices we
have, Hornbacker says, and it's our wastefulness that is causing their lack of choices and their poverty.
Messeagec Jaaoacy 2009
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"We would do well as a church and as covenant communities to begin to highlight that understanding that God cares
for all of creation," she says, "then pray to God to open our
eyes to what God truly does love, and how we might alter our
lives so that others might have cleaner water, or not have to
deal with our waste. Any real change has to begin with a faith
conviction. It needs to begin in the heart of the believer."
Faith in hand, however, we still need to put our convictions
into action. Caring for creation is not always convenient. The
decisions we need to make are not always as clear as we
might like. And the many messages being broadcast toward
more environmentally conscious consumers can be absolutely mind-numbing.
Take your own bags to the grocery store. Don't drink bottled
water. Recycle. Car pool. Don't use paper plates. Only wash full
loads of laundry. Buy a hybrid vehicle. The cumulative effect of
all the "rules" ranges from confusion to outright rebellion.
The trick, according to Benevento, is to emphasize key
actions that will create the most positive effects and take the
focus off all of the minute details. The two biggest? Drive
less, and eat food that's produced as close to where you live
as possible. Building an appreciation for the natural world is
critical, too. Spend time outside, he says. Get to know a par-

•

LEARN MORE

• Some creation-themed book titles
to consider include Gardening for the
Earth and Soul, by Heather Dean and
Tom Benevento; Green Living: The E
Magazine Handbook for Living Lightly
on the Earth; and The Greening of Faith:
God, the Environment, and the Good
Life. Order through Brethren Press; call
800-441-3712 or visit www.brethrenpress.com.
• The Annual Conference statement "Creation: Called to Care" is available at www.brethren.org/ac/ac_statements/91Creation .htm. Print copies are
also available for 95 cents a copy from
Brethren Press. The 2001 General Board
resolution on global warming/climate
change is at www.brethren.org/genbd/
witness/GlobalWarming.htm.
• Several Brethren Volunteer
Service projects-such as Trees for Life
in Wichita, Kan.; Pesticide Action
Network North America in San Francisco;
Germanwatch in Bonn, Germany; and
Church of the Brethren programs in
Huehuetenango, Guatemala-emphasize
environmental concerns (learn more at
www.brethrenvolunteerservice.org).
A Church of the Brethren summer youth
workcamp regularly goes to ECHO in
North Fort Myers, Fla., a project that looks
Messenger January 2009

ticular tree or animal; just see wonders .
The Genesis story talks about humans and their relationship with the environment, with humans placed as stewards
of a truly marvelous creation. We flip it upside-down, says
Benevento, and make creation serve us instead of us taking
care of it. As humans, we need to make sure we're caretakers not just of the environment, but of the people who are
also part of God's creation.
We can try to live as simply as possible. We can spend
more time on a bicycle, or plant a backyard garden. And
when the choices threaten to overwhelm us, we can take
Hornbacker's advice: Do your best, and pray for one another.
This article began with the goal of answering one question:
"Why is care for creation a faith issue?"
As the story unfolded, a new question emerged. How could
taking care of the world God gave us not be an integral part
of living our faith?
"I wouldn't see how you could be human and not
breathe," says Benevento.
How, then, can we be part of creation and not work to see
it survive? li!
Angie Mountain is a newspaper reporter and writer living in Ambler, Pa . She is a
member of Ambler Chu rch of the Brethren .

at agriculture, global hunger, and the environment. It is scheduled for Aug. 3-9 this
year (www.brethren.org/genbd/yya/workcamps). Several others go to Brethren
camps-this year to Camp Wilbur Stover in
Idaho and Camp Myrtlewood in Oregon.
• The US National Council of
Churches (NCC) has been promoting the
new The Green Bible from HarperOne
(greenletterbible.com). The NRSV Bible
highlights scripture passages that relate
to creation care themes in green ink.
More than 1,000 passages are highlighted. It also has a "green subject index,"
resource pages, a study guide on creation themes, and a historical overview
of the subject. Released in October, it
retails for $29.95.
• The NCC Eco-Justice Program has

also started a new website, at www.nccecotenders.com, to help chu rches engage
youth in eco-justice ministries. Called
"Tenders of the Garden," the program
offers suggestions for Bible studies and
activities, church success stories, and
opportunities for networking. Church of
the Brethren m ember Jordan Blevi ns
serves as assistant direct or of the EcoJustice Program.
• The United Church of Christ last
year issued a past oral letter on faith
and the env ironment. It says, in pa rt,
"For the love of the earth and one
another, we may not remain indifferent.
We are ca lled to face the challenges,
engage deeply and with hopeful attention that promises a time of deepening
in all ou r communities." The full text of
the letter (along with other resources) is
at www.ucc.org/earthcare.
• A member of Christ the King Lutheran
Church in New Ulm, Minn., developed a
unique way to teach green themes.
According to The Lutheran, Laurel Gamm
spearheaded development of the nonprofit Putting Green EcoCenter in New Ulm
(www.puttinggreen.org), a miniature golf
course that emphasizes environmental
learning. The nine-acre site also includes a
mini farm that grows and sells organic
produce, space for "EcoEducation" classes, and an interpretive trail.

1

OREGON S
LIVING LABORATORY

by Walt Wiltschek
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CAMP MYRTLEWOOD MAKES ECOLOGY A KEY MINISTRY
abbling brooks, singing birds, majestic trees,
rolling hills-by their very nature, most camps put
an emphasis on appreciating and respecting God's
creation. That spirit permeates worship times and
education sessions, many of them held outdoors.
Some Brethren camps go ever farther, with programs
especially designed to highlight the environment. Shepherd's
Spring in Maryland, for example, invites campers to "feed
the worms," by collecting food leftovers and scraps for a
compost bin. Camp Alexander Mack in Indiana has been
restoring nine acres of its property to natural prairie and
added a windmill. Several offer ecology-focused summer
camps for children and youth.
None, though, have creation issues at the heart of their
ministry to the extent of Camp Myrtlewood. Located in the
coastal mountains of southwest Oregon, it has made its 160
acres a "living laboratory" of eco-stewardship. According to
the camp's promotional flier, "A reverential respect for creation is a core value at Camp Myrtlewood."
One focus is on the forest, which the camp has been trying
to return to its original health and diversity. Another is the
creek that runs through the property, which is undergoing a
stream restoration project in cooperation with local partners
in the Coquille Watershed. Meals at the camp are generally
simple, using locally grown products when possible.
Recycling is constantly emphasized.
John Jones, co-manager of the camp with his wife,
Margaret, for 25 years, said he grew increasingly concerned
about Myrtlewood's environmental legacy about a decade ago.
The region-including parts of the camp-had been heavily
logged in the past, and many of those old growth forests
were often re-planted with a single species of tree, devastating diversity. While areas were bare, erosion and runoff took
a toll. Those changes affected the climate of the creek, causing salmon numbers to go down.
"We became really uncomfortable with the actions that had
been taken," Jones said. "We felt we needed to have some
real ecological wisdom to guide us over the next 100 years, as
a camp, as citizens of the community, and as people of faith
in relationship with creation. We needed to have some wise
scientific foundations on which to build our moral decisions."
That wisdom came from Jerry Becker, a former "timber
cruiser" for the logging business who decided he wanted to
help create healthy forests instead. He now serves as a con-

B

Camp Myrtlewood
co-manager John
Jones points out
some of t he steps
being taken to
create a healthier
forest .

sultant for landowners evaluating their properties based on
20 "parameters of ecological health."
The camp board agreed with Jones that it was important,
and approved a $4,000 expenditure for Becker to evaluate the
camp acre by acre and come up with a long-term stewardship plan. About half the acres were made "no touch " zones,
where the forest will evolve on its own . Thinn ing of trees was
recommended for other areas, where they had been planted
too close or where more diversity was needed. Numerous
volunteers have been helping with the needed thinning and
trimming of limbs, planting, and other cleanup.
In the creek, meanwhile, new gravel beds have been added
for the salmon, and other natural barriers (such as fallen
trees) have been placed to create spots where the water's
flow is slower-important for spawning.
"The salmon are in really big trouble right now," Jones
said. "We need to help it along. We can't wait for nature to
restore itself."
He is doing his best to share that message with others, too,
so that the sins of the past aren't repeated. He has been in dialogue with logging companies, trying to find solutions that can
maintain a balance in a region where timber is still a big industry. He also speaks to numerous school groups and others
who visit the camp, happily sharing the eco-stewardship story.
"I really do love what's happening here," Jones says.
"Being a part of this and working out here-I love this part of
my job. I could talk all day about this stuff. This is an environmental education site, for sure .... If we don't talk about it,
then it's never going to change." li!
W alt W iltschek is ed it or of M ESSENGER. He traveled to Cam p Myrtlewood in November.
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Every day, Lawaune Stockton stands with her cup in
front of a downtown McDonald's in Washington, D.C., jingling the change inside as customers come and go. She cinches
the strings on the hood of her sweatshirt to keep out the damp air.
Stockton, who's only been homeless fo r four months,
knows some passersby think homeless people ask for money
to buy drugs and alcohol, but the stereotype doesn't stop her.
" You can't judge a book by its cover," said Stockton, who
makes about $20 a day in change.
As winter sets in, increasing numbers of Americans are confronted with the harsh reality of homelessness: bundled, shivering souls, hands held out for loose change. But many people
are unsure how to respond: Show a little charity with a dollar
or two, or risk funding someone's drug or alcohol habit?
Herb Smith, president of the Los Angeles Mission, has an
easy answer: Just don't give. Money given straight to the
homeless "generally goes toward supporting a drug or alcohol habit," he said.
Smith, whose LA Mission offers meals, beds, education,
and counseling to the poor in what he calls the "homeless
capital of the US," said he learned not to give new shoes or
sleeping bags when he heard homeless people sold them and
took the money to buy drugs.
What's more important than money, he said, are the few seconds it takes to spend a little time treating the homeless as
human beings. "The relationship issue is tantamount," he said.

•
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by Heather Donckels

MANY AMERICANS ARE
UNSURE HOW TO RESPOND

Joe Little, a spokesman for the New York City Rescue
Mission, agreed.
"Yes, they're looking for money, yes, they're hungry ... but
what they're really after ... is acceptance and some variation
on intimacy," he said.
Unlike Smith, Little doesn't object to someone giving a dollar to a homeless person. Sure, you don't know where the
money will end up, but neither do you know what anyone will
do with anything .
Each day after Mass, the homeless approach exiting worshippers on the steps of St. Matthew's Cathedral, several
blocks from where Stockton stands outside the McDonald's.
Teresa Volante runs the cathedral's homeless ministry, which
includes a Monday morning breakfast of eggs, casseroles,
fruit, and croissants.
She personally prefers to give food and clothing, but stops
short of saying people shouldn't give money. "I think it really
comes down to an individual call," she said.
From a safety perspective, though, she advises against it.
Some parishioners give a dollar to a homeless person , only
to have $5 or $10 demanded the next time.
Not all homeless are looking for money or a handout, however.
Lamar McCoy, for example, had parents who raised him to
support himself. Even though the former machine operator
has been homeless for 17 years-15 in shelters and two on
Washington streets-he says he never asks for money.

SOMETIMES THE STUDENTS PASS OUT SANDWICHES,
BUT SEFTON SAID THE FOCUS OF THEIR WORK IS LESS ON PROVIDING
PHYSICAL NEEDS AND MORE ON REBUILDING SHATTERED SELF-IMAGE.
"Just because you're homeless doesn't mean you have to
lose your principles," McCoy said.
Once, he said, he found a wallet full of money and turned it
in to a pharmacy instead of keeping it. He sometimes feels
belittled and demeaned when people offer him cash.
Offering money and food isn't going to solve homelessness anyway, some say. Joel John Roberts, CEO of People
Assisting the Homeless (PATH) in Los Angeles, wants to
teach the homeless what McCoy's parents taught him: how
to support themselves.
"Our goal is not to provide 'three hots and a cot,' " he said,
referring to the traditional work of soup kitchens and shelters. Instead, Roberts' agency provides job training and tries
to help homeless people secure permanent housing.
David Sefton, a student at Chicago's Moody Bible Institute,
has less tangible concerns: hopelessness, despair, and self
respect. A few nights each week, he and 25 or 30 other students try to build relationships with the homeless. They
strike up conversations about anything, from sports to spirituality to what's on the menu at the nearby homeless shelter.
As a general rule, they don't give money to those they
meet, unless they know of a specific need, like a bus pass or
medicine, or know the person and really trust them.
"I don't know what I'm supporting, and I know that ... drugs
and alcohol are a big problem on the streets," Sefton said.
Sometimes the students pass out sandwiches, but Sefton
said the focus of their work is less on providing physical
needs and more on rebuilding shattered self-image.
After being ignored and avoided, Sefton said, "your dignity
gets pretty shot. "li!

Practical tips on helping the homeless
Steve Burger, former executive director of the Association of
Gospel Rescue Missions, urges Americans not to give money
to the homeless on the streets.
"If you give a dollar to a panhandler, often you are really
funding the local tavern or drug dealer," Burger said. "Most
Americans do not know how to give effectively or wisely. I
wish that people would stop giving spare change to the
homeless because it can promote irresponsible and selfdestructive behaviors."
Following are Burger's tips for how people can help homeless men, women, and children:
• Don't give money handouts. Instead, purchase food items
yourself, refer the person to an agency that can provide food
or shelter, or give restaurant or grocery store coupons that
can be redeemed for food.
• Donate food to a local ag ency. Food is usually in short
supply at rescue missions; they especially need items such
as juices, meats, soups, and stews.
• Donate clothes (jackets, sweatshirts, new underwear,
socks, shoes, knit hats, and gloves) that can be used by both
men and women.
• Because the fastest growing groups of homeless people
are children and women with children, there is a need for
disposable diapers, baby food and formula, clothing, and
blankets.
• Homeless children dream of new toys such as dolls,
trucks, and games. These donations may be the only gifts
they receive for a birthday or Christmas.
• Soap, shampoo, toothpaste, hairbrushes, combs, and
shaving lotions are always welcome .-Heather Donckels

Heather Donckels is a writer for Rel igion News Service. based in Washington. D.C.

(Tips used with pe rmission of the Association of Gospel Rescue Missions.)
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Philippians:

by Tara Hornbacker

Rejoice in the Lord always!
Encouragement and joy permeate Paul's intimate letter

E

ver received a letter from a friend
or mentor that was filled with
encouragement and joy? The letter to
the Philippians is such a letter.
Paul writes this letter to the church at
Philippi thanking them for their support
of his ministry and encouraging the
church in the manner of their living "in
Christ." The letter follows the familiar
outline of a letter in the ancient world. It
opens with a greeting or salutation, but
here there is a bit of a difference from
some of Paul's other letters: He calls himself and Timothy "servants"-or in the
Greek, "slaves" of Christ Jesus.
Paul commonly identified himself as
"apostle," but not here. When Paul was
writing a more intimate letter, such as
Philemon, he calls himself a slave or a
prisoner. From the very beginning this
letter to the Philippians signals a more
personal connection between Paul and
the church at Philippi.
The letter moves through sections of
thanksgiving, Paul's imprisonment, encouragement toward unity, sending two ministers, warning about evil workers, more
encouragement, a specific note to two
women leaders, final exhortations, thank
you note, and final greetings with benediction. The pace of this letter conveys a
sense of urgency. Instead of extending the
thanksgiving at the beginning of the letter
to include the gifts of support he had
received from the Philippians, he reports
on his life in prison. He acknowledges and
appreciates the concern of his fellow
believers in Philippi, but tells them that
good can come of his suffering. He cheers
his own supporters toward even greater
sacrifice for the sake of the Gospel.
The letter turns in chapter one, verse 27,
with an admonition: "Only live your lives
in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ
. . . " This is the theme upon which the rest

Ill
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agree with one another. The attitude of
ing for the sake of the gospel of Jesus
of the letter will hang. He explains what it
being in Christ through radical love and
looks like to "let your life as community
Christ. He continually encourages the
obedience results in a yieldedness to one
Philippians to rejoice and to welcome
be worthy of the gospel of Christ." It is
another in community through the work
the co-workers Timothy and
out of this call to community that we
of the Holy Spirit. The early Brethren had
Epaphroditus upon their arrival. Paul
are reminded of Christ's humility and
couches
his
a word for it: G/eisenheit.
exhortations
to
Euodia
and
self-emptying love, a love that reveals
the character of
God through a
THE TEXT POINTS US TOWARD THE REALITY THAT T HE
beautifully crafted
hymn (2:5-11).
EARLY CHURCH HAD BELIEVERS WHO THOUGH T
Paul expresses a
DIFFERENTLY FROM ONE ANOTHER. ALL ARE ENCOURAGED
concern that the
church be of the
TO YIELD TO ONE ANOTHER,
same or one mind
in the Lord ( 1:27,
2:2, 2:5, 3:15, 4:2).
We are called to be in Christ with joy
Paul reminds the Philippians that their
Syntyche to "be of the same mind in
and encouragement, to bear the fruit
oneness is a result of being "in Christ."
Lord" in longing and joy.
needed in a world starving for the love
Why read Philippians today? The text
The encouragement is grounded in what
of God. Whenever we hit a wall in our
points us toward the reality that the early
God has done in Christ. Believers are one
life in community, this letter of encourin Christ, with unity resting on their onechurch had believers who thought differently from one another. All are encouragement and support might be read. It
ness in Christ, rather than in their agreeaged to yield to one another, as the unity
is a gentle yet firm reminder of yieldedment on issues. Differences pale when
ness and care for those who are called
comes from pressing onward "in Christ
each believer remembers that oneness
and yieldedness to one another begins
Jesus" (3:14) rather than simple agreeto live our lives in Christ to the glory of
ment upon individual issues. The apostle
God and for our neighbor's good.~
and ends in Christ.
Another major theme of the letter is
urges gentleness and patience by the very
Tara Hornbacker is associate professor of ministry formanature of this letter. Followers of Christ are
joy. The apostle Paul starts the letter
tion at Bethany Theological Seminary in Richmond, Ind.
called to live lives worthy of the gospel
steeped in joyful prayer for the
M ESSENGER'S "Journey throug h the Word" se ries w il l
(1:27) in the way we treat one another,
Philippians. He gives reasons for his joy
provide a brief overview of a different book (or books) of
from the faithfulness of these followers
and especially in the ways we hold one
the Bibl e each month th rough December 2009. Coming
in February: Colossians, by Tara Hornbacker.
of Jesus, joy even in their mutual sufferanother with honor even when we dis-

AS THE UNITY COMES
FROM PRESSING ONWARD ,..IN CHRIST JESUS"

PHILIPPIANS: A CLOSER LOOK
Authorship ::.nd time period: Scholars agree that Paul wrote this letter from prison, but there is not clarity as to which imprisonment. Dating this letter depends upon which imprisonment: It could be either the mid- to late 50s to the early 60s. Paul
expresses great care for the whole church at Philippi, repeating his own joy in them and exhorting them to rejoice, as well.
Key verses: "I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of
Jesus Christ" (1:6); "Let the same mind be in you that you have in Christ Jesus" (2:5); "Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will
say, Rejoice" (4:4); "Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things"
(4:8); "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me" (4:13).
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Pastors find community
amid varied challenges
Vital Pastors program offers
chance to learn, connect
"I think we as pastors are overseeing a time of transition where God is about to birth something new, and we
don't see that yet."
Those words came from Arlington {Va.) Church of the
Brethren pastor Nancy Fitzgerald, as part of a session at a
pastors' conference held near Los Angeles. The thought,
however, could have applied to any of the groups who presented duri ng the conference-the latest in a series occurring through the Vital Pastors program of the denomination's Sustaining Pastoral Excellence {SPE) initiative.
Fitzgerald's group, made up of five women pastors,
looked at the connection between image, story, and spiritual transformation. Two other groups examined postmodernism and emergent trends. Others studied alienation and
community, pastoral and congregational health and growth,
and leadership skills amid the shifting cultural landscape.

Joel Kline, pastor of Highland Avenue Church of the Brethren in
Elgin, Ill., explains his group's "critical question."

Each had spent the past two years examining a "critical
question" of ministry, meeting in small groups and taking
a study trip to locations such as Australia, San Francisco,
and Schwarzenau, Germany. They shared their findings in
three-hour blocks, using a combination of personal sharing, small-group discussion, worship, songs, and multimedia. A sampling of the reflections shared:
• "Do congregations really want to grow? They want to
grow in name, but it's the fear that keeps them from growing."
• "We're not the Holy Spirit. All we can do is make the
openings."
Messenger January 2009

Sharing communion at the Vital Pastors conference in Los Angeles.

• "I'm convinced that alienation is sometimes the better
choice. It's a choice to mirror the gospel."
• "We see the power of relationship in a missional church."
• "When you've been at a congregation for a long time,
you realize you're preaching to a different congregation
every few years."
• " There's this group in the church hungering for something they can't describe."
As for that transition that Fitzgerald named, one group
listed four "key characteristics of churches that are growing disciples" that they found: they know their context and
culture, they know their story, they are permission-giving,
and they are willing to risk.
The presentations sparked some spirited conversation
and discussion, as well as some profound moments in
worship. Pastors also expressed gratitude for the opportunity to network with others on similar journeys, and especially for the camaraderie and support that the long-term
study groups offered. Several said they planned to keep
meeting even though their official program is done.
"This group has meant the world to me," Naperville {Ill.)
pastor Dennis Webb said. "It's been my source of strength
and inspiration."
Webb wrote several original songs for his group's presentation, including one that joked, "It's so cool to be a pastor, until the church gets hot."
The SPE program, now entering its fifth year, is coordinated by the Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership
with funding from the Lilly Endowment Inc. as !)art of a
nationwide effort to help pastors identify and d~velop key
skills for their ministry while also offering renewal. This latest culminating event-for the third set of groups to complete the experience-was held Nov. 17-21 at the Mary &
Joseph Retreat Center in Rancho Palos Verdes, Calif.
Another set of Vital Pastor groups is midway through their
experience and will have their culminating conference late
this year; an additional set is beginning their study in 2009.
SPE co-coordinator Linda Timmons said more than 100 people have now completed the program.-Walt Wiltschek
Walt Wilt schek is editor of
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Bethany Theological Seminary
board holds its fall meeting
The Bethany Theological Seminary board of trustees gathered for its annual fall meeting Oct. 24-27 in Richmond, Ind.,
following a two-day retreat for board members and seminary faculty in nearby Oxford, Ohio.
The retreat was a continuing step in the process of clarifying, renewing, and revising Bethany's mission and educational objectives. Bethany received a grant from the Wabash
Center for Teaching and Learning in Theology and Religion
to engage the services of Faith Kirkham Hawkins as facilitator. In addition, the board approved funds to bring two representatives from Crane MetaMarketing to listen at the
retreat and provide feedback.
In business sessions, the board approved an 8.5 percent
tuition increase for the 2009-2010 academic year, to $385 per
credit hour. The board's Academic Affairs Committee reported that the faculty is fully staffed. Follow-up reports related
to Bethany's 2006 re-accreditation requested by the
Association of Theological Schools (ATS) and the Higher
Learning Commission of the North Central Association of

Colleges and Secondary Schools have been submitted.
The Student and Business Services Committee shared
highlights of the Bethany graduating senior questionnaire
completed for ATS. Students graduating in 2008 cited accessibility of faculty, upkeep of campus, and class size as their
top areas of satisfaction with seminary services and academic resources. Eighty percent of Master of Divinity graduates
indicated they planned to pursue full-time parish ministry.
All graduates indicated that their debt load did not increase
during their studies.
The Student and Business Services Committee also reported that students entering Bethany's Connections program
this fall expressed appreciation for the revised format. New
Connections students participate in a weekend retreat
instead of a two-week intensive, and attend orientation with
residential students.
As part of the Executive Committee report, Bethany
Seminary president Ruthann Knechel Johansen shared that
the second Presidential Forum, titled "Weaving Wisdom's
Tent: The Arts of Peace," is scheduled for March 29-30.
The board accepted the resignation of secretary Frances
Beam. Lisa Hazen was elected as the new secretary.

Nigeria Brethren call for prayer after violence in center of country
lence began, the Whittens
Nigerian Brethren requested
prayer following a Nov. 28-30
were traveling out of town.
outbreak of sectarian violence
Jos also is the location of
sparked by a disputed political
Hillcrest School, an interdeelection in the town of Jos, in
nominational mission school
central Nigeria. Hundreds of
that was begun by the
people were killed, and many
Church of the Brethren.
buildings including homes,
~ Located near Jos is the
businesses, churches, and
Theological College of
mosques were burned. Some
j Northern Nigeria (TCNN),
25,000 or more people fled their
with which EVN and the
homes to shelter in makeshift
"' Church of the Brethren have
g
camps, government buildings,
partnered in theological eduarmy barracks, churches, and
cation for pastors and
During the recent sectarian violence in the city of Jos, in central Nigeria,
the properties and congregations of Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria were
mosques.
church leaders.
not affected, although some 12 members of the church suffered injuries
"We have been asked to lift
Gamache also sent a list of
or toss of homes or businesses. Shown here is one of EYN's adminisup the EVN church in prayer,"
at
least 18 churches and
tration buildings at the Boulder Hitt compound in Jos.
said Church of the Brethren
mosques that were burned
general secretary Stan
down, and at least four l.ocal
pastors or members killed. Among the
Noffsinger, after receiving reports of the
pastors who were killed. He wrote that
EVN injured were at least two children.
violence from several leaders of
the information might not be precise
Gamache made personal visits to EVN
Ekklesiyar Van'uwa a Nigeria (EVN, the
"because of the nature of the crisis, setcongregations and properties in the
Church of the Brethren in Nigeria).
tlement pattern, and the security situaarea to check on their well-being.
EVN churches and properties in the
tion in Jos."
Jos is the site of EVN congregations
Jos area were not affected during the
As of early December, Church of the
as well as some of the church's adminiscrisis, according to a detailed report
Brethren Global Mission Partnerships
trative buildings located at two comsent by Markus Gamache, the EVN manstaff were working with Brethren
pounds, including a guest house and a
ager in Jos. Gamache's report listed
Disaster Ministries to consider how the
property called Boulder Hill where
about a dozen specific EVN members
church in the US might best respond
Church of the Brethren mission coordiwho were injured or lost property or
and offer assistance to those affected by
nator David Whitten and his wife,
businesses, but reported no Brethren
the violence.
Judith, were living. At the time the vio-
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Brethren support hunger report
on Millennium Development Goals

The Church of the Brethren's Global Food Crisis Fund
has given $5,000 to support publication of Bread for
the World's Hunger Report 2009. T his year's report
reviews the progress of t he United Nat ions' Mi llennium
Development Go als.
In 2006 the
Church of th e
Brethren Annual
Conference ado pted
a resolution in support of the
Millennium
Development Goals,
which aim to eradicate extreme pov erty and hunger,
achieve universal
primary education,
promote gender
equality and
empower women,
reduce ch ild mortality, improve maternal hea lth, com bat
HIV/A IDS and oth er d iseases, ensure environment al stability,
and dev elop gl o ba l partnership. The goals have been set forth
as global obj ect ives to be ach ieved by 2015. The US signed
and committed to t he M il len n ium Decl aration along with 188
other countries at a U N summ it in 2000.
The Bread for the Wo rld report includes an appendix with the
Mi ll enn ium Development Goals indicators and visual representations of reg ional progress made in key areas. The organization plans o n having a downloada ble, user-friendly way to
access this reso urce o n li ne at www.bread.org. Because of the
Church of the Brethren sponso rship, the report this year also
includes a b rief stat em ent abo ut the Global Food Crisis Fund.
In Septe m be r, t he UN issued a Millennium Development
Goals Report 2008 and hel d events to mark the half-way point
to the target date of 2015. " The wo rld has made strong and
sustained prog ress in re du cing ext reme poverty ... but this is
now be in g undercut by h ig her pri ces, particu larly of food and
oil , and the g lobal econo mic slowdown," a UN release said.
"Improv ed esti mates of poverty from the World Bank show
t hat the number of poor in t he d eveloping worl d is larger than

Progressive Brethren Summit
takes place in Indianapolis
Nea rly 200 individua ls rep resent ing
more than 40 co ngregatio ns ac ross t he
co unt ry m et in Indi ana polis Nov. 7-9 for
a "Prog ressive Breth ren Summ it," to
ex plore what it means t o be progressive peop le of faith w ith in the Chu rc h
of the Breth ren.
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previously thought, at 1.4 billion people. But the new estimates confirm that between 1990 and 2005, the number of
people living in extreme poverty has fallen-from 1.8 billion to
1.4 billion-and that the 1990 global poverty rate is likely to be
halved by 2015 .... Most of the decline occurred in eastern
Asia, particularly China. Other regions have seen much smaller decreases in the poverty rate."
For a free copy of Hunger Report 2009 contact Howard
Royer, manager of the Global Food Crisis Fund, at 800-3238039 or hroyer_gb@brethren.org.
Recent grants from the General Board's
Emergency Disaster Fund
• $50,000 for the Brethren Disaster Ministries rebuilding program at Hurricane Katrina site 4 in Chalmette, La.
• $35,000 in response to an expanded Church World Service
(CWS) appeal for hurricane response in the US
• $20,000 to provide aid for Zimbabwe's growing food crisis,
given through CWS
• $15,000 for work by Brethren Disaster Ministries in Johnson
County, Ind., which was affected by heavy rains and flooding
• $10,000 to support the work of Church World Service
(CWS) in the Caribbean following hurricanes.
• $9,000 to aid displaced people following armed conflict
between Georgia and the Russian Federation, supporting work
by CWS and partners
• $5,000 for Brethren Disaster Ministries and Global Mission
Partnerships work in Haiti in response to four tropical sto rms
and hurricanes that affected the island nation in 2008
• $3,000 to support Children's Disaster Services' aid to families affected by Hurricane Ike in Texas
Recent grants from the General Board's
G lobal Food Crisis Fund
• $15,000 to support CWS partner Christian Center for
Development in Haiti
• $10,000 to support the partner work of CWS, Action by
Churches Together, and Christian Care in Zimbabwe
• $10,000 for a CWS appeal for assistance to poor farm families in Pakistan
• $10,000 to Proyecto Aldeal Global in Honduras to support
families in rural, flooded communities

"The atmosphere was charged with
both determination and hope," according to a report, as participants took part
in worship and workshops, and began
to strategi ze steps and actions "that are
needed to enliven and alter the current
landscape that is the Church of the
Brethren."
The event was sponsored by Brethren
Mennonite Council for Lesbian, Gay,

Bisexual, and Transgender Interests,
Womaen's Caucus, Voices for an Open
Spirit, Christian Community Inc., and
several congregations-including
Manchester (North Manchester, Ind .), La
Verne (Calif.), Lansing (Mich.),
University Baptist and Brethren (State
College, Pa.), and Open Circle
(Burnsville, Minn .). Plans are being
made for a 2009 event.

Reconciliation meetings held in the Dominican Republic
A delegation of Church of the Brethren ministers traveled from the United States to the
Dominican Republic Sept. 19-23 to help with reconciliation meetings, according to a report from
Church of the Brethren mission staff Irv and Nancy Heishman.
Delegation members were Earl Ziegler of the Brethren World Mission committee, an ordained
minister and a former Annual Conference moderator; Daniel D'Oleo, pastor of Maranatha Church
of the Brethren in Lancaster, Pa.; and the late Guillermo Encarnacion, former director of theological education in the DR and a long-time leader in the life of the Church of the Brethren there.
The Church of the Brethren in the DR has been through a leadership crisis in the last couple of
years, according to reports from mission staff. "Accomplishments of the delegation's visit included
progress toward better communication within the Dominican church and greater understanding on
the part of the delegation of the challenges faced by the new leadership," the Heishmans said.
"Prayers are welcomed for the ongoing efforts," the Heishmans added.

SPECIALEVENTS
Jan. 12-15 Church of the
Brethren Clergywomen's
Retreat, Rancho Palos
Verdes, Calif.
Jan. 13-17 "Heeding
God's Call," a gathering
of the Historic Peace
Churches, Philadelphia
Jan. 18-25 Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity
Jan. 24-Feb. 3 Brethren
Witness/Washington
Office Faith Expedition to
Chiapas, Mexico
Jan. 25-28 Council of
District Executives winter
meeting, Cocoa Beach, Fla.
Jan. 25-Feb. 13
Brethren Volunteer
Service winter unit orientation, Gotha, Fla.
Feb. 1 Brethren Volunteer
Service "Service Sunday"
Feb. 8-March 8 Church
of the Brethren Nigeria
workcamp

BVS Unit 282:

Members of Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS) Unit 282 completed orientation
at the Brethren Service Center in New Windsor, Md., in October and have been placed at work projects. Unit members with their home congregations or hometowns, and project placements, are:
Front row: Rebecca Wood, Keene, N.H., to CooperRiis, Mill Spring, N.C.; Jonathan Wooten,
Trier, Germany, to Brethren Nutrition Program, Washington D.C.; Stephan Meissner, Bonn,
Germany, to Brethren Nutrition Program; Anika Roth, Des Moines, Iowa, to Capital Area Food
Bank, Washington D.C.; Jillian Hutton, Hazleton, Pa., to Trees for Life, Wichita, Kan.; Emily
LaPrade, Antioch Church of the Brethren, Rocky Mount, Va., to Church of the Brethren
Youth/Young Adult Ministry office, Elgin , Ill.;
Middle row: Molly Reichelderfer, Madison, Wis., to San Antonio Catholic Worker House;
Fredericka Banks, Denver, Colo., to CooperRiis; Niko Zdravkovic, Hannover, Germany, to Camp
Myrtlewood, Myrtle Point, Ore.; Timothy Hartwell, Orlando, Fla., to Brethren Woods, Keezletown,
Va.; David Muench, Wannweil, Germany, to Samaritan House, Atlanta, Ga.;
Back row: Matthias Duebner, Shersheim, Germany, to Tri-City Homeless Coalition, Fremont,
Calif.; Callie Surber (staff); Dan McFadden (staff); Donald Knieriem Jr., Wilmington (Del.) Church
of the Brethren, to Brethren Disaster M ini stries, New Windsor, Md.; Meghan Horne, Mill Creek
Church of the Brethren, Boones Mill, N.C., to Church of the Brethren Youth/Young Adult Ministry
office; Jennifer Carter, Sacramento, Calif., to Women in Black, Belgrade, Serbia; Matthew Maclay,
Spring Run Church of the Brethren, McVeytown, Pa., to L'Arche, Dublin, Ireland; lne Zuurmond,
Bolsward, Holland, to Bridgeway, Lakewood, Colo.; Beth Merrill (staff).

Feb. 26-27 Annual
Forum for the Brethren
Homes, Church of the
Brethren General Offices,
Elgin, Ill.
March 8 One Great Hour
of Sharing offerin@
March 14-17 Church of
the Brethren Mission and
Ministry Board meeting,
New Windsor, Md.
March 20-22 Roundtable
regional youth conference,
Bridgewater (Va.) College
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• Alan Bolds began as coordinator of
Online Gifts and Development for the
Church of the Brethren, effective Dec. 1.
He most recently has been a fundraising
professional with Awana International.
Prior to that, he raised income from direct
mail, pledge drives, annual banquets, and
capital campaigns for WCFC-TV 38 in
Chicago, a viewer-supported television
station. Bolds holds a degree in speech
and communications from Greenville (Ill.}
College and a certificate of graduate studies in administration from Northern Illinois
University. He and his family attend
Wheaton (Ill.} Evangelical Free Church.
• Scott Douglas begins Jan. 5 as director of the Brethren Pension Plan and
employee financial services for Brethren
Benefit Trust (BBT}. An ordained minister,
he previously served from 1986 to 1996 as
associate pastor of Northminster
Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis. He
worked for the National Association of
Mutual Insurance Companies for four
years in the 1990s and from 1993 to 1997
as a licensed insurance agent for the
Mutual Aid Association of the Church of
the Brethren. From 1997 to 2006 he was
director of Older Adult Ministries for the
former Association of Brethren Caregivers.
In 2007, he earned a master of social work
degree from the University of Illinois at
Chicago; he holds a master of divinity
from McCormick Theological Seminary
and a bachelor of science in management/marketing from Purdue University.
Douglas is a member of Highland Avenue
Church of the Brethren, Elgin, Ill.
• Athena Gibble of York, Pa. completed her term of service Oct. 20 as a community outreach worker in Rio Verde, Brazil,
with the Global Mission Partnerships of
the Church of the Brethren. She was serving through Brethren Volunteer Service.
She holds a bachelor of science degree in
social work and Spanish from Juniata
College in Huntingdon, Pa.
• Nancy Heishman has accepted a call
as the Church of the Brethren's director of
theological education in the Dominican
Republic in addition to being mission cocoordinator in the DR with her husband,
Irv Heishman. The Heishmans have
served as mission coordinators since May
2003. Prior to her work in the DR,
Heishman served as co-pastor at
Harrisburg (Pa.) First Church of the
Brethren for 15 years. She holds a master
of music degree from the University of
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Cincinnati and a master of divinity degree
from Bethany Theological Seminary.
• Dave Ingold, director of buildings
and grounds at the Church of the Brethren
General Offices in Elgin, Ill., retired effective Dec. 31. He had served in the position
since 1981, and has worked for the Church
of the Brethren for a tota l of 28 years,
beginning in October 1980 as an engineer.
He was promoted to his present position
the next year. During his tenure, he oversaw several large capital improvement
projects and efforts to "green" the
General Offices facilities. In previous positions, Ingold worked in Niger with several
service institutions including Lutheran
World Relief and the International Red
Cross . The son of Church of the Brethren
mission workers, he grew up on the mission field in Nigeria.
• Jerry O'Donnell began work as
assistant to the Church of the Brethren
mission coordinators in the Dominican
Republic, Nancy and Irvin Heishman, on
Nov. 6. Previously, he assisted with the
Church of the Brethren workcamp program as a Brethren Volunteer Service
worker. He graduated from Juniata
College in Huntingdon, Pa ., with an
emphasis in Spanish/ Hispanic cultures
and educational studies.
• Jill Olson has been called by
Brethren Benefit Trust to the newly created position of loan officer/office specialist
for the Church of the Brethren Credit
Union, effective Nov. 10. She formerly
was senior account manager for
Wesleyan Investment Foundation, where
she served on the firm's senior management team.
• Jerry Rodeffer began Nov. 19 as
chief financial officer for Brethren Benefit
Trust. He will direct BBT's finance department and oversee management of BBT's
eight national investment manag ers and
the company's investment system.
Rodeffer has held the position previously,
serving from 1990 to 1994 as BBT's chief
financial officer and treasurer. He has
worked in banking or private business for
the past 14 years, most recently as a personal banker at Washington Mutual in
Seattle since June 2007. He also worked
for Washington Mutual (2002-2004) as a
loan officer. From 1994 to 2002, and
again from 2004 to 2007, he managed a
multimillion-dollar business that bred,
developed, and marketed elite genetics
from high-producing dairy cattle.

Rodeffer holds a bachelor's degree in
agricultural economics from Purdue
University and a Master of Business
Administration from the University of
Washington. He is a member of Olympic
View Church of the Brethren in Seattle.
• Gerald and Eleanor Roller of
Roanoke, Va., on Oct. 1 began a sixmonth assignment as Rural Health
Program consultants for Ekklesiyar
Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EVN, the Church of
the Brethren in Nigeria} through the
Church of the Brethren's Global Mission
Partnerships program.
• Bibek Sahu has accepted a shortterm position working for the Church of
the Brethren in Yei, southern Sudan, in a
placement with Reconcile International, a
peace and reconciliation organization .
Sahu will work to upgrade and update an
existing computer system and train personnel to maintain it, and will assist
Reconcile personnel with website access
and maintenance. He brings more than 15
years of experience of software development, computer consulting, programing,
and UNIX System Administration, and
holds a degree in computer science from
Iowa State University. He has been active
in Wichita (Kan.} Church of the Brethren
and currently attends Stover Church of
the Brethren in Des Moines, Iowa. He also
has worked with Trees for Life, a nonprofit organization based in Wichita. He
departed for Sudan on Dec. 8.
• Jay Wittmeyer resigned from
Brethren Benefit Trust (BBT} to accept the
position of executive director of the Church
of the Brethren's Global Mission
Partnerships, effective Jan. 5. Wittmeyer
had served as director of the Brethren
Pension Plan and employee financial services for BBT since Jan. 1, 2008. Prior to
that, he served BBT for 14 months as manager of publications. He brings a wid e
range of experience to the Global Mission
Partnerships position, having-worked with
Mennonite Central Committee in Nepal and
Bangladesh, and as assistant director at the
Lombard (Ill.} Mennonite Peace Center.
Wittmeyer's educational background
includes a master's degree in Teaching
English as a Second Language from the
University of Illinois and a master's degree
in conflict transformation from Eastern
Mennonite University, and he is a certified
teacher for grades 6-1 2. He and his family
attend Highland Avenue Church of the
Brethren in Elgin, Ill.

ONCAMPUS
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.)
An exhibit celebrating 300 years of
Brethren history and its journey to
Bridgewater is on display at the college's
Reuel B. Pritchett Museum through May.
The exhibit features artifacts, photographs, documents, and books from the
museum and special collections in the college's Alexander Mack Memorial Library.

Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.)
The Donald B. and Dorothy L. Stabler
Foundation recently awarded Elizabeth town a $1,000,000 grant to create the
Stabler Scholarship Fund, significantly
increasing the College's commitment to
student scholarship aid beginning in
2009-2010.

Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.)

NYC 2010 plans are under way
Plans are under way for the 2010 Church of the Brethren National Youth
Conference (NYC), which will be held July 17-22, 2010, at Colorado State
University in Fort Collins, Colo. The conference, which occurs every four
years, has been held in Fort Collins since 1990.
Three young adults will serve as coordinators for the 2010 NYC: Audrey
Hollenberg, a Bridgewater (Va.) College student from Westminster, Md.;
Emily LaPrade, one of the 2009 summer workcamp coordinators, from
Rocky Mount, Va.; and Matt Witkovsky, from Huntingdon, Pa. All three have
previously served on the denomination's summer Youth Peace Travel Team.
They will plan NYC with the 2009-2010 Church of the Brethren National
Youth Cabinet, which was also recently named by the denomination's
Youth/Young Adult Ministries office. Youth members are Sam Cupp of
Mount Sidney, Va .; Jamie Frye of McPherson, Kan.; Tyler Goss of
Mechanicsville, Va.; Kay Guyer of Woodbury, Pa .; Kelsey Murray of
Lancaster, Pa.; and Ryan Roebuck of Middlebury, Ind. Christy Waltersdorff
of Lombard, Ill., and Walt Wiltschek of St. Charles, Ill., will serve as adult
advisors, along with Youth/Young Adult Ministries director Chris Douglas.

Juniata has received a $6.1 million
bequest in the will of Larry S. Johnson of
Somerset, Pa. The bequest is the largest
single estate gift ever received by Juniata,
according to the college . . .. Juniata
women 's volleyball senior outside hitter
Amber Thomas of Ephrata, Pa., has been
named the ESPN The Magazine College
Division Women's Volleyball Academic
All-American of the Year.

University of La Verne (La Verne, Calif.)
Professor Georgij Paro, senior adjunct professor and visiting director at La Verne's
Dailey Theater, received the Vladimir
Nazar Life Achievement Award in Theatre
Arts for 2008. The Vladimir Nazar Award is
assigned by the Republic of Croatia for the
best artistic achievements in theater arts
and other creative fields. Paro has directed
a series of highly regarded plays at the
university over the past two decades.

Brian Hartman, left, representing Nappanee Church of the Brethren, presents the
"Waging Peace" scholarship to Kassandra Bontreger and Tyler Stutsman.

Manchester College (North Manchester, Ind.)
A $375,000 grant from Lilly Endowment
Inc. will enable more Manchester students to test drive career opportunities
in Indiana this summer. Lilly Endowment
first funded the internship initiative in
2005, and extended its support last year.

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.)
Campus minister Tom Hurst reported
that during the 2007-2008 school year
366 students (78 percent of the student
body), supported by 50 faculty and staff
members, gave 7,490 hours of service in
the McPherson community.. . . On Earth
Peace program coordinator for peace
education Marie Rhoades spent the week
of Oct. 6 on campus, speaking in several
classes and talking with students .

Indiana churches reward model students
Nappanee Church of the Brethren and Turkey Creek Church of the
Brethren, both located in Nappanee, Ind., partnered this year to offer a
"Waging Peace" scholarship to two area high school students.
According to a report from the congregations, the students chosen "perform random acts of kindness, are seen as positive role models among _
their peers, resolve conflicts in a peaceful manner, and seek to make the
community a better place."
Kassandra Bontreger and Tyler Stutsman received this year's scholarship
awards.

Bits and pieces
Registration for 2009 Church of the Brethren summer youth and young
adult worl<camps is scheduled to begin on Jan. 5 at 8 p.m. Central
Standard Time. www.brethren.org/genbd/yya/workcamps
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'lines, Places, and Heritage':

History and more
l

n more than one Brethren home and church library
I have discovered a copy of Two Centuries of the
Church of the Brethren, the book produced to celebrate
our 1908 bicentennial. Someone must have thought it was
worth saving. By the way, it's a fine book, and if you don't
own a copy you can download a PDF at Googlebooks.
By contrast, it's rarer for me to spot a copy of the book produced for the 250th anniversary in 1958, The Adventurous
Future. I don't own one myself.
It makes me wonder where on that spectrum Lines, Places,
and Heritage: Essays Commemorating the 300th Anniversary
of the Church of the Brethren will land. Will you find it in
Brethren homes 50 or 100 years from now?
The book is edited by Jeff Bach, director of the Young Center
for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies and
associate professor of religious studies
at Elizabethtown College, and Steve
Longenecker, professor of history and
chair of the Department of History and
Political Science at Bridgewater
College. It is intended to be a gift to
the Brethren from the six Brethren colleges and Bethany Theological
Seminary. The planners were drawn
from these institutions.
The title is drawn from the verse,
"The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; I
have a goodly heritage" (Ps. 16:6). The boundary lines are
drawn around a pretty diverse group of educators, much of the
prose is pleasant, and it is definitely drawn from our heritage.
The essays are divided into three categories: Peace and
Social Justice, Ministry and Higher Education, and History.
Let me be honest-I went immediately to the history section,
and because of my fondness for the topic found it the most
accessible and enjoyable part of the volume.
Marcus Meier has produced groundbreaking work on our
history in the past. His most recent book, The Origin of the
Schwarzenau Brethren, published by Brethren Encyclopedia
Inc., wonderfully supplements the seminal European Origins
of the Brethren by Donald F. Durnbaugh published 50 years
ago. Meier's article here, "Anabaptist and Pietist Influences
on the Early Brethren," confirms that our origins are extraordinarily complex, not easily reduced to a simple matter of
"Paper or Plastic, Pietist or Anabaptist?"
Even more important is the article by Hedwig T.
Durnbaugh, "Early Brethren Hymnody," which she has writ-
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ten as a tribute to her husband, the late Donald F. Durnbaugh.
The former Durnbaugh is the expert on early Brethren
hymns, which were, of course, written in German . She has
succeeded over the years in identifying authors of anonymously printed texts, as well as dispelling some of the myths
surrounding those hymns. Durnbaugh knows the hymns we
choose and sing say far more about our faith than our official
professions. She challenges Brethren to recognize that we
have turned our back on our original hymnody, even in translation, and challenges us to reclaim this rich heritage.
Denise Kettering provides a fascinating look into the history
and decline of the holy kiss among Brethren that parallels our
struggle with our changing identity and reflects the way we
grow over time. Bach is an iconoclast as he dispels the myths
surrounding the so-called Alexander Mack seal. William
Kostlevy hearkens back to my favorite essay from t he 200th
anniversary volume by exploring the spirituality of Bethany
co-founder A.C. Wieand.
Longenecker encapsulates some of the same ground he
covers in his sourcebook, The Brethren During the Age of
World War, exploring the Brethren encounter with fundamentalism in the early 20th century. I agree with him that the tension for Brethren in the first half of the 20th century was not
between progressives and conservatives, but between conservatives and fundamentalists. Fundamentalism, with its
insistence on absolute agreement on every point, was never
a comfortable fit for Brethren .
The most surprising essay in the group was "Mountain
State Brethren," by current Annual Conference moderator
David K. Shumate. My eyes were opened to the rich heritage
of the West Virginia Brethren. There were some fascinating
stories I was not aware of.
I eventually turned to the other two sections and found a
number of interesting articles, but the section on history was,
at least for this reader, the most fascinating.
Invisible, but essential to the success of this book, was the work
of copy editor Julie Garber, who was also on the planning team.
So, do you need a copy? Probably so-at least for your
church library. Like any such anthology there is much variation
in writing styles, from the occasionally turgid to the delightfully
artful, and there is tremendous variety in the subject matter. Some of it is
compelling, even essential. All of it, at
the very least, is interesting. Il!
Fran k Rami rez is pastor of Everett (Pa.) Chu rch of
the Brethren.
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SO IF WE WANT PEACE IN OUR WORLD, LET US START IN OUR OWN LOCAL
COMMUNITIES ... AT THE DISTRICT, SEMINARY, AND DENOMINATIONAL LEVELS
TO HEAL THE BROKENNESS OF THE 1880S.

Could we come together?
I was delighted to be present for the
300th anniversary celebration at
Richmond (Va.) in which both the
Brethren Church and Church of the
Brethren participated (see September
2008 MESSENGER). What a joy.
I believe that our two historical
denominations should make more
plans to cooperate together with the
intention to reunite our two groups
again . We talk about peace in our
world, but we have not made many
overtures toward establishing peace
and reunification of our two churches.
I would like to offer several suggestions:
1. Both churches seek forgiveness
from the other denomination for each
church's part in the division which
took place in the 1880s.
2. The general executives and the
boards of each church seek time to
visit each other's headquarters and to
sit down together to find ways by
which we can minister to the world
together instead of separately.
3. Those bodies set timetables and
steps toward reunification.
4. Local churches and pastors of
both denominations might take steps
to know each other and to plan mutual
events.
5. Our two seminaries might do joint
planning and offer joint classes for
students.
6. Districts might arrange for joint
sectional ministers' meetings plus
possible joint district board meetings.
It was my privilege to bring greetings to the Brethren Church from the
Church of the Brethren for several
years when I served as district executive in Northern Ohio. I have discovered that most of our churches are
very much alike rather than being so
much different.
So if we want peace in our world,
let us start in our own local communities with our local churches, and
also planning at the district, seminary, and denominational levels to

heal the brokenness of the 1880s. (I
would like to see this start in my lifetime, and we better get with it as I
am 82!)
Gordon W. Bucher
North Manchest er, Ind.

Unexpected hospitality
I'm writing to share a personal experience that made my family's participation in the church's 300th anniversary
celebration in Schwarzenau [October
2008, page 22) even more memorable.

The Church of the Brethren Coffee Project
A partnership of Brethren W itness/ Was hington Office and Equal Exchange

When you purchase fairly traded coffee, tea and chocolate through
the Church of the Brethren Coffee Project, you join a growing network
of 40 small farmer co-operatives in 20 countries, including the
United States, receiving fair prices, affordable credit and a long-term,
direct trade relat ionship through a 100% Fair Trade, worker-owned
cooperative, Equal Exchang e.

Fundraising with Fair Trade
Use Equal Exchange products to raise money
for youth groups or mission projects, and to
educate your congregation about Fair Trade.
Contact the Interfaith Program and ask for
our Church Fundraising Packet for helpful
information and suggestions.
For more information on ordering for your church, fundraiser or alternative gift market:

tel 774.776.7366

www.equalexchange.coop/how-to-order
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We had planned for years to join the
celebration since my wife is Germanborn, and we make yearly trips to visit
her mother, who still lives there.
Our plans had not included making
reservations for the night of Aug. 2.
After registering with Dr. Ulrich on-site,
we went to the information table seeking additional details about the activities. Our question centered on whether
there might be any accommodations in
Schwarzenau, rather than driving to
either Marburg or Bad Berleburg. Who
should we ask but Otto Marburger,

who we were later to learn was a local
historian and a key person in local
arrangements.
Graciously, he took the time to
inform us that all local accommodations were likely booked, but he knew
that the Hess family was adding to
their Gastehaus, and we might inquire
there. In seeking out the inn, we quickly learned that it was actually an addition to the historic Alexander Mack Mill
at the edge of Schwarzenau.
Upon knocking at the innkeepers'
home in the mill, we were quickly
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escorted by Mrs. Hess to the almost
completed guest rooms. She said if we
would like to stay, we would be more
than welcome, and she even offered to
move another bed into the family room
for our daughter. We were thrilled with
the accommodations. Upon asking
what the cost for the night's stay would
be, she stated that since the construction was not completed, there would be
no charge . We were amazed. The key
was provided, and she added that we
should remember that breakfast would
be provided the next morning . The
rooms, the breakfast, the people, were
memorable.
As a retired minister, I had never
experienced a more genuine demonstration of Matthew 25:35: "I was a
stranger, and you took me in."
Thus, if you visit Schwarzenau we
think you'd enjoy visiting the Mack Mill
and the family who are "given to hospitality" (Rom. 12:13). Heinz-Georg and
Kerstin Hess (www.go-hess.com) are
special people, and so is their landmark
"Schwarzenauer Muhle."
Harold D. Garber
Petersbu rg, W.Va.

If you could see us now
Dear Great-Great Grandfather
James Quinter-

Portrait of a People summarizes the findings
of the Brethren Member Profile 2006, the
most comprehensive and representative
survey of Brethren members ever conducted.
Sociologist Carl Desportes Bowman, who
directed the study, reports on a wide range
of new information- Brethren beliefs
about God and the afterlife; attitudes
about military service, abortion, and
politics; practices in the areas of personal
Bible study, worship, and love feast; and
much more. Readers will find themselves
surprised, pleased, and dismayed. All will
find themselves better informed about the
people who call themselves Brethren.
'This is a story that every member of the
Church of the Brethren should read."
-Donald B. Kraybill

$15.95

pack of
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A very special Annual Conference of
your beloved Church of the Brethren
took place in Richmond, Va., this past
summer to celebrate 300 years since its
founding at Schwarzenau, Germany,
and I wanted to write you about it. It
was a historic occasion, an especially
exciting coming-together in worship and
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The opinions expressed in "Letters" are not necessarily those of MESSENGER. Readers should
receive them in the same way as when differing
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of the opinions of others, with strong differences handled in the spirit of Matthew 18.
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celebration of two groups that had split
apart in your day. As your great-great
granddaughter, I felt ve ry privileged to
be a witness to that reconciliation .
Great-Great Granddad, there were
more than 6,000 people there! The
Church of the Brethren, inheritors of
your beloved German Baptist Brethren,
came together with the Brethren Church,
descendants of Brother Henry
Holsinger's Progressive Brethren. I know
you and others labored and sweated and
prayed for years, trying to keep those
two groups together 125 years ago,
and-heartbreakingly-it was not to be.
But there we were : together once
again, filling a vast coliseum, singing,
praying, worshipping. Each denomination went on to have its own business
meetings in its own spaces, but we
came together again for study and
insight groups, Bible studies, and additional beautiful and powerful worship
services. We learned from each other
and we learned to know each other.
You would have loved it! The

Brethren of today are in many, many
places in the world: Africa, India, the
Caribbean, South America, Asiabrothers and sisters of all races and
backgrounds. And people from many
nations have come here to America
and are strong, active members of
your beloved church. Granddad, at
times in the week it seemed like the
vision in Revelation where a crowd
from every race and nation and language are gathered before the throne
of God! I even had the privilege myself
of taking four Nigerian sisters to dinner one night!
You would be encouraged, too, by the
progress that sisters have made in the
church-officially ordained to the ministry for 50 years now! You know well
how powerful the preaching of women
can be, for the preaching of Sarah
Righter Major reached your own heart
for Jesus Christ when you were only 16.
I still have the little New Testament she
gave you on that occasion in 1832.
Many of us sisters are working for even
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YOU WOULD BE ENCOURAGED, TOO, BY THE PROGRESS THAT
SISTERS HAVE MADE IN THE CHURCH-OFFICIALLY ORDAINED TO
THE MINISTRY FOR 50 YEARS NOW!

greater inc lusion in your beloved
denomination . Some of us even think
about changing our whole church
name to something besides
"Brethren"!
Yes, there are still sad and discouraging things that we face in the wider
world, and some that are still part of
your church-issues and disputes we
wrestle with and that threaten to split
us once again. Since your day, GreatGreat Grandad, we've discovered that
God truly makes people different and
gives them talents and callings in wonderful ways, but ways that don't appear
just to the eye. These differences
mean, among other things, that they
fall in love with someone else differently. Some of us recognize this as God's
own good and beautiful work, but

some of us do not. That makes me sad.
But there are still many, many good
things going on with your beloved
Brethren-many, many good and
earnest people striving to reach others
with Christ's message of loving God
and neighbor in peace, simplicity, and
service. I hope that we can somehow
work through our differences over the
next 125 years so we don't have to feel
so silly when we finally come to agreement again! A resolution on forbearance was passed at this conference to
help that. I know you would have loved
to be there!
Lots of love, your great-great granddaughter,
Sarah Quinter Malone

State College, Pa.

CLASSIFIEDADS
Heifer International: Church of the Brethren Study
Tour to Georgia and Armenia, Sept. 17-Oct. 1, 2009. Tour

leaders: Jan Schrock, senior advisor for Heifer International,
and Kath leen Campanella, partner and public relations director of the Brethren Service Center. We will begin with several days in Georgia visiting Heifer dairy and rehabilitation
projects and the remaining time in Armenia focusing on agricultural developments, youth peace programs, and cultural
landma rks. Tour will include site of Brethren mission and
relief work in the early 1900s. Cost of $3,500 includes incountry transportation, accommodations, meals, tour guides,
wo rkshops, and SOS emergency evacuation insurance.
Participants responsible for air travel to Tbilisi, Georgia, and
from Yerevan, Armen ia. Application process begins January
2009. Contact Jan Schrock at jan.schrock@heifer.org to
receive an itinerary and application form.
Connecting Families Weekend, April 17-19, 2009,

Pea rlstone Retreat Center, Reisterstown, Maryland. Theme:
"How to Effectively Confront/Respond to Homophobia."
Speaker is Steve Clapp, president of Christia n Community
and volunteer minister at Lincolnshire Church of the
Brethren, Fort Wayne, Indiana. He authored over thirty
books including Silent and Undecided Friends: Motivating

Save the date

Plan to attend

Greater LGBT Rights Advocacy Among Clergy and
Congregations and Taking a New Look: Why Congregations
Need LGBT Members. Connecting Families welcomes families and supporters of/and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people. This is intended to be a safe, relaxing weekend to share stories and common concerns. Contact Rose &
Bob Moyer, 215-256-0247 or rmoyer@verizon .net.

·weav1NG
WlSDOID'S
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The Arts of Peace
Bethany Theological Seminary
Presidential Forum
March 29-30, 2009

Find more information and registration details
on the Bethany web site: www.bethanyseminary.edu

WANTED: Camp Pine Lake, at Eldora, Iowa, is seeking
a Camp Manager for the 2009 season. Camp Pine Lake is

owned by the Northern Plains District of the Church of the
Brethren. The Camp Manager would be responsible for
schedul ing camps. The job also requires some maintenance,
acquiring and supervising food service, maintain ing the
grounds, and general management. A job description is
ava ilable on request. The position is full-time during the summer months running from May-September. During the offseason it wou ld be part-time with minimal responsibilities.
Salary would be paid over a 12-month period; the salary to
be negotiated starting at $20,000. The package includes a 2bedroom house, 2-car garage, utilities, camp vehicle, FICA,
and employee insurance. Send application and resume to:
Cletus S. Miller, 912 E 8th St., Tama, IA 52339. Telephone:
641-484-3123. e-mail: milhersh@iowatelecom.net.
PASTORS NEEDED. Congregations in many of the
denomination's 23 districts are in need of strong, trained
Christian leaders who are dedicated to Church of the
Brethren beliefs and practices to serve as pastor. The ava il-

able placements are both full-time and part-time and
includ e some associate/second staff positions. The congre-
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gations vary widely in size and program. A fu ll listing of
openings can be found at www.brethren.org/genbd/ministry/placement.htm. Contact the appropriate district executive or call the Ministry office at 800-323-8039.

Please send infom1ation to be
included in Turning Points to Jean
Clements, 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin,
IL 60120; 800-323-8039 ext. 206;
jclements_gb@brethren.org.
Information must be complete in
order to be published.
Information older than one year
cannot be published.

New Members
Annville, Pa .: Kate Wentling,
Mark Katuszonek, Debbie
Katuszonek, Justin Shaulis,
Maria Lynn Graham Shaulis
Brownsville, Md.: Linda Shank,
Gary Shank, Lindsey
Lescalleet, Justin Puzonia,
Dominic Dil'ietro,Victoria
Bowers, Emily Norris,
Bethany Norris, Benny
Pierson, Shelby Hanes
Crab Run, Mathias, W. Va.:
Sona Delawder, Whitney
Fitzwater, Kimberly Freed,
Krystal See, Steven See
Damascus, Criders, Va .: Beverly
Hinkle, Joel Hinkle II
Easton, Md.: Margie Ridenour
Garden City, Kan.: Christina
Britton, Dakota Britton, Daryl
Hopkins, Glenda Hopkins,
Lance Ketterling, Debbie
Moos, Dan Parks, Karen
Parks, Ed Unruh, Dana
Unruh, Josh Whitcanack,
Christian Whitcanack
Geiger, Friedens, Pa.: William
Fisher, Bobbi Jo Tipton,
Robert Tipton, Randon
Tipton, Bryan Berkey, Eric
Berkey
Green Tree, Oaks, Pa.: Thelma
Griesemer, Randy Griesemer
Hanover, Pa.: Alison Straus baugh, Brett Strausbaugh,
Melissa Carpenter
Happy Corner, Clayton, Ohio:
Dick Hull, Eric Horton, Amy
Meyerhoffer, Kelly
Meyerhoffer, Rich Eckhardt,
Shelly West, Jossalyan Matson,
Murray Hammond, Richard
Eckhardt, Jennifer Eckhardt,
Alia Eckhardt, Anna Eckhardt,
Kelsey Woodard, Wilbur
Minkner, Paul Derringer
Henry Fork, Rocky Mount, Va.:
Bonnie Smith, Crystal
Spencer, Allen Davis, Keli
Dillon, Emily Scalf, Teather
Tate, Olivia Hall
Hickory Grove, Dunkirk, Ind.:
Lexie Gierhart, Calera Gierhart
Locust Grove, New Castle, Ind.:
Jessica Driskill, Barry Waltz,
Dee Waltz
Manor, Boonsboro, Md.: John
Golden, Ashleigh Butts,
Sharon Fleisher, Shelby
Crocker
Maple Grove, Ashland, Ohio:
Steve Carpenter, Betty
Carpenter
Marsh Creek, Gettysburg, Pa.:
Austin Joseph Po tter, Brett
Michael Potter, Jonathan
David Potter
McPherson, Kan.: Roger Black,
Rosalie Black
Mechanicsburg, Pa.: Tim
Eisenhart, Cindy Eisenhart,
Ronda Marshall, Stacie

Edmiston, Jackie Wimberly,
Joel Rotz, Ronda Rotz, Zach
Hawk, Laura Putz
Midland, Va.: Amber Delph, Sari
Tocheny, Susan Marouse
Midway, Lebanon, Pa.: Dalton
Koch, Dane Koch, Desiree
Martin, Emily Swanger,
Reymar Galarza, Barbara
Yost, Sheldon Martin, Derrick
Martin, Bo nnie Flamm , Nevin
Groff, Mary Groff, Tessa
Fehringer, Jessica Leffler
Mill Creek, Port Republic, Va.:
Nathan Hollenberg, Kate
H ollenberg, Andrea Myers
Modesto, Calif.: Stan
Cunningham, Joyce
Cunningham, John Kenshale,
Jud y Kenshale, Chuck
Messamer, Diana Messamer,
Annaliese Akpovi, Joseph
Akpovi, John Katonah,
Marlene Perez
Mohican, West Salem, Ohio:
Matthew Chupp, Tarah
Chupp, Torn McWilliams,
Kim McWilliams, Sarah
McWilliams, Josh Johnson.
Diane Johnson
Mountain View, McGaheysville,
Va.: Ron Oleyar, Gail Oleyar,
Daniel Oleyar, Harold
Seekford, Carol Seekford
Muskegon, Mich. : Evelyn
Bullerman
New Haven, Middleton, Mich.:
Dan Jones, Bea Jones, Tiffany
Jones, Jessica Allan, Jessica
DuAo, Chris Duflo, Pat Roof,
Bohdan Hartman, Nathan
Davis, Brandon Trefil, Kyle
Trefil, Teresa Fuller, Rich Fuller,
Barry Davis, Michelle Davis
Peace, Council Bluffs, Iowa:
Colleen Dennis, Luanne Lukat
Philadelphia, First, Wyndmoor,
Pa.: Jo Chun, Jenny Chun
Pine Creek, North Liberty, lnd.:
Jason Verhaeghe, Dawn
Verhaeghe, Haley Verhaeghe,
Taylor Verhaeghe, Presley
Lamberson
Pleasant View, Faye tteville,
W.Va.: Halie Massie, Em ily
Thomas
Spring Creek, Hershey, Pa .:
Brian Breidenstine, Tammy
Breidenstine, Randy Byler,
Curry Wagner, Denise
Wagner, George Warner,
Rebeccah Jordan
Stanley, Wis.: Ervin Witmer,
Ruth Witmer, Janelle Witmer,
Chadwick Witmer, Sonya
Witmer, Justus Witmer,
Fawnda Witmer, Jubilee
Witmer, Barry Anderso n,
Robert Scheidler, Mark
Evanson
Stover Memorial, Des Moines,
Iowa: Barbara Wise-Lewczak
Trinity, Sidney, Ohio: Joshua
Reck, John Michael Reck,
Sara Bryant Thompson
Winter Park, Fla.: Bryan
Mathews, Monique Mathews,
Scott Young, Stefan Bastian
Woodbury, Pa.: Alan Weaver,
William Stenning, Colin
Laird , Jacob Carper
Woodgrove Brethren Christian
Parish, Hastings, Mich.: Alton
Miller, Rhoda Miller, Teressa

Lancaster, Matthew Nichols,
Virginia Grenz- LeForce, Isaac
Stevens, Jeremy Nichols,
Joshua Dickhoff

Anniversaries
Blount, Everett and Evelyne,
Venice, Fla., 60
Bolt, Kenneth and Esther,
Brown sville, Md., 55
Brewer, Carl and Lynne,
Charlottesville, Va., 50
Bruner, Do nald and Jun e,
Somerset, Pa., 50
Cavanaugh , Larry and Kate,
Charlero i, Pa ., 55
Chapman, James and Olivia,
Inwood, W. Va., 50
Gleason , Dan M. and Jean A.,
Bluffton, Ohio, 50
Hotchkiss . Bill and Connie,
Broadway, Va. , 60
Kopf, Richard and Elizabeth,
Eaton , Ohio, 60
Lowe, Ray and Judy, New
Carlisle, Ohio. 50
Mason, Frank and Martha,
Shelbyville, Mo., 60
Means, Grady and Doris,
Uniontown , Pa., 50
Miller, Melvin and Eleanor,
Mechanicsburg, Pa. , 55
Moon, Walter and Evaline,
Friedens, Pa .. 71
Robertson, John and Jane,
Winston-Salem, N.C., 65
Snavely, Emerson and Elsie,
Palmyra, Pa ., 60
Welbourne, Bill and Martha,
Springfi eld , Ohio, 50

Deaths
Alger, Regina, 77, Gapland, Md.,
Nov. 9
Bare, Ruth H., 87, Lancaster,
Pa. , Oct. 5
Barrett, Betty, 86, Warsaw, Ind. ,
July 27
Berkley, George, 83, Johnstown,
Pa., Oct. 11
Binns, Beverl y, 74, Sunfield,
Mich. , Oct. 27
Bowman , James Brubaker, 92,
Wenat chee, Wash., Nov. 8
Boyer, June, 76, Carlisle, Pa.,
Aug. 29
Broughman, Marie Camper, 71 ,
Roanoke, Va., Oct. 25
Callaway, Annabel M., 80,
Mechanicsburg, Pa., Sept. 25
Cline, Janie Hinkle, 86,
Harrisonburg, Va. , Oct. 24
Cunningham, John, 94, Polo,
Ill. , March 2 1
Detwiler, Eugene, 77,
Hollidaysburg, Pa. , Oct. I 7
Dively, Helen, 78, East Freedom ,
Pa., Nov. 7
Duncan, Edna Mae Coffman,
94, Franklin , Maine, Oct. 23
Elder, Courtney, 95, Littlestown,
Pa., Nov. I
Gibble, Helen, 98, Columbia,
Pa., Oct. 15
Gertner, Grace, 95, Wooster,
Ohio, Sept. 1 7
Gregg, Patsy, 73 , Knoxville, Md.,
May 24
Hammaker, Robert Loy, 75 ,
Winsto n-Salem, N.C ., Oct. 24
Hoover, Amy W. , 88, New
Oxford, Pa ., July 4

Horner, Helen, 89, Shawnee
Mission, Kan ., Oct. 10
Hughes, Hazel, 80, Sidney,
Ohio, Feb. 7, 2008
Hutchison, Naomi, 98, Easton,
Md ., Oct. 7
Kaylor, Dorothy, 86, North
Manchester, Ind. , Nov. 12
Kenepp, Harold M., 80, Lititz,
Pa. , Nov. 3
Kensinger, Richard , 87,
Lombard, lll., Oct. 18
Kreider, Dayton, 96, Englewood,
Ohio, Sept. 28
Lowe, Mae, 75, Manheim, Pa.,
Nov. 9
McKnight, Glenn W. , 54,
Hagerstown, Md. , Jan. 4,
2008
Melvin, Daisy S ., 91 , Deming,
N .M ., Oct. 18
Miller, Mary, 94, Lancaster, Pa. ,
Nov. 2
Pierson, Augustus B., 87,
Sturgis, Mich., July 29
Pierson, Donna J., 63, Charles
Town, W.Va., Oct. 8
Riegel, Louis, 87, Camp Hill,
Pa., Oct. 23
Ritchie, Irene Virginia, 73,
Harrisonburg, Va., Nov. 2
Roach, Marjorie, 88, Sidney,
Ohio, Jan. 19, 2008
Roberts, Alveda, 92, Warsaw,
Ind., Aug. 20
Rohrer, Glenn Neal, 84,
Boonsboro, Md., Oct. 23
Roth, G. Book, 85, Carlisle, Pa. ,
July 28
Smart, Carol, 84, Greenville,
Ohio, Oct. 19
Smith, Harve, 79, Greenville,
Ohio, March 1 1
Starkey, William, 88, Easton,
Md ., Sept. 30
Teghtmeyer, Margaret, 91 ,
Winona Lake, Ind., June 11
Varner, Clarence, 98,
Spotsylvania, Va., Sept. 16
Wagner, Mary, 94,
Hummelstown, Pa. , Oct. 19
Whipp, Dorothy Elaine, 73,
Boonsboro, Md. , Sept. 10
Wrightsman, Oka!, 96, Virden,
lll., Oct. 6
Yates, James Irving, 89,
Christiansburg, Va., Oct. 22
Youngblood, Conrad, 73,
Williamsport, Md., March 13

Licensings
August, Stephen T., S/ C Ind .
Dist. (Lafayette, Ind .) , June
10
Barr, Darrell A. , W. Plains Dist.
(Osage, McCune, Kan.) , Nov.
15
Chapman, Susan K. , Virlina
Dist. (Central, Roanoke, Va.) ,
Oct. 26
Cruea, Phillip E., S/ C Ind. Dist.
(Peru, Ind.), June 22
Gump, Morris, W. Plains Dist.
(Northern Colorado,
Windsor, Colo.), Nov. 9
Hayes, Timothy L., N. Ohio
Dist. (Woodworth,
Youngstown, Ohio), Jan. 20,
2008
Lee, James, N . Ohio Dist.
(Center, Louisville, Ohio) ,
Sept. 7
Morris, James Edward, Shen.

Dist. (Lebanon, Mount
Sidney, Va.) , Oct . 26
Parkhurst, Janet, Shen. Dist.
(Free Union, Va.), Oct. 19
Swann, Laura, Mid-At!. Dist.
(Fairview, Cordova, Md .) ,
Nov. 9
Williams , Warren, N. Ohio Dist.
(Mohican, West Salem,
Ohio) , April 20
Younker, Stephani e, Mid-At!.
Dist. (Fairview, Cordova,
Md.), Nov. 16

Ordinations
Abbitt, Collin M., N. Ohio Dist.
(Owl Creek, Bellville, Ohio) ,
Aug. 10
Arendt, Patricia I. , S. Pa. Dist.
(Marsh Creek, Gettysburg,
Pa.) , Oct. 12
Croft, Eric, Shen. Dist.
(Rileyville, Va.) , Oct. 12
Cums, Robert, Shen. Dist. (Crab
Run, Mathias, W. Va.), Oct.
26
Hawk, Kristine K. , N. Ohio Dist.
(Springfield, Akron, Ohio) ,
Sept. 14
McKimmy, Matthew E., Virlina
Dist. (Good Shepherd,
Blacksburg, Va.), Nov. 1
Sampson, James R., N. Ohio
Dist. (Eagle Creek , Forest,
Ohio), June 8
Tusing, Franklin, Shen. Dist.
(Damascus, Criders, Va.) ,
Oct. 26

Placements
Arendt, Patricia I., from pastor
o r Christian nurture to associate pastor, Marsh Creek,
Gettysburg, Pa. , Nov. 1
Bernard, Michael A., pasto r,
Oak Dale, Scherr, W. Va. ,
Oct. 1
Cruea, Phillip E., associate pas tor, Peru, Ind., June 1
Cums , Robert, pasto r, Mathias,
W. Va., Nov. 1
Davis, Geoff, associate pastor,
Hempfield, Manheim, Pa. ,
Nov. 13
Edwards, John F., Jr. , pastor,
Emmanuel, Huber Heights,
Ohio, June 1
Grady, Brandon R. , pastor,
Ambler, Pa. , Oct. 15
Greiner, J. Gerald, from interim
to pastor, Shippensburg, Pa.,
Oct. 27
Hollenberg, Nathan, associate
pastor, Mill Creek, Port
Republic, Va. , Oct. 1 _
Lare, Dawn L., pas tor, Denton,
Md. , Nov. 16
MacClennan , Robert C .. pastor,
Union City, Ohio, March I
Messler, Amy F. , pastor of witness, Waynesbo ro, Pa., Sept.
22
Naff, Noel S .. from pastor, Mill
Creek, Tryon, N.C., to pastor, Mount Hermon, Bassett,
Va. , Oct. 26
Weaver, Sheri J., director of witness and evangeli sm, Atlantic
Northeast Di strict,
Elizabethtown, Pa ., Nov. 1
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Not there yet
Y

ticipate and have given us a clean, clear result. And, politics
aside, this particular result has moved us a little closer to the
Scriptural ideal (espoused by Gal. 3:28) in which 'there is
neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female ...
[recognizing that we] are all one in Christ Jesus.'"
My friend cited Dr. Albert Mohler, president of Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, who wrote that the election's
outcome "is a hallmark moment in history for all
Americans-not just for those who voted for Sen. Obama.
As a nation, we will never think of ourselves the same way
again. Americans rich and poor, black and white, old and
young, will look to an African-American man and know him
as President of the United States.''
It is certainly a significant step forward for a nation with
an ugly and contentious past in race issues. I've been struck
in talking with several Brethren who are black by how much
this means to them, how much hope and symbolism it
holds. Others have expressed similar optimism. It's a societal shift to celebrate.
We must be cautious, however, in thinking the work is
done. Huge divides, inequalities, and inequities remain in
our country. Electing an African-American candidate for
president is ultimately not as important as electing to
change ourselves and our attitudes. We're not there yet.
How long will it be until race and gender are not headlines
in an election, because it's just assumed the door is open to
everyone? Closer to home, how long will it be until blacks
and members of other
HOW LONG WILL IT BE UNTIL BLACKS AND MEMBERS OF OTHER
racial and
ethnic
RACIAL AND ETHNIC MINORITIES FEEL SIMILAR HOPE AND JOY
minorities
ABOUT THE CHURCH AND OUR OWN EFFORTS TO CROSS CULTURAL
feel similar
BARRIERS? HOW LONG UNTIL THE COLORFUL VISION OF
hope and joy
about the
REVELATION 7:9 BECOMES REALITY FOR ALL GOD'S CHILDREN?
church and
our own
This month brings a landmark inauguration in
efforts to cross cultural barriers? How long until the colorful
Washington, D.C. Some are more excited about it than othvision of Revelation 7:9 becomes reality for all God's chilers, but as CNN analyst David Gergen said on election night,
dren?
it would be hard for anyone-of any party-to argue that
It seems fitting that this inauguration will come just a day
this is not a "watershed moment" in our nation's history.
after the holiday for Martin Luther King Jr., someone who
A friend of mine from North Carolina, a very staunchly
deeply knew the need for persistence. King said in 1968,
conservative Republican, wrote in a blog following the elec"I've seen the promised land. I may not get there with you.
tion: "Regardless of how we may have voted personally,
But I want you to know tonight, that we as a people will get
there is much to celebrate as a nation this week. Once again,
to the promised land.''
we are witnessing the peaceful transfer of power through a
We're making some progress, but we're not there. Not
system in which all of our citizens have been allowed to paryet.-Ed. U.l

u:11 think you're there, but you're not-not
quite yet.
Camp Myrtlewood co-director John Jones had spoken
these cautionary words while giving me directions for an
autumn hike up to the camp's Vista Point. He was ri!:)ht.
After the better part of an hour spent negotiating wet and
narrow trails, being flagellated by ferns and poked and
jabbed by thorns, going over or ducking under fallen trees,
and trekking mostly uphill, I was
ready for the destination.
And finally, there it was. The sun
began to break through the forest
canopy as I turned a corner. Just
ahead was a brightly lit ridge with
open space beyond. The vista at last!
But then the trail took a hard right,
away from the ridge.
You'll think you're there, but
you're not.
Back into the forest it plunged,
more twists and turns. Soon, though,
it did come to a promised landmark: a
massive rock wall set into a steep hill. Atop that final climb
lay another sun-splashed ridge, even broader, with an amazing view of the southwest Oregon mountains and the fog
nestled in the valleys below. A simple wooden sign proclaimed "Vista Point."

COMING IN FEBRUARY: The dimensions of worship, disaster relief, Young Adult Forum, movie review,
Bible study on Colossians, and more.
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Come to this festival of legacies as we share
the stories of our identity and faith as we worship,
play, and learn together. Come as we discern God 1s
wisdom, explore the call to witness to future
generations, and inspire new legacies.

Come be a pan- ofthe legacy
September 7· 11, 2009
LakeJunaluska Conference and Retreat Center
Lake Junaluska, North Carolina

Featuring:
Andy and Terry Murray
sponsored by MAX, MutualAid eXchange

Carrie Newcomer
sponsored by MMA

Rachael Freed
Michael McKeever
David Waas
Bob Neff
Chris Bowman
Cynthia Hale

_JL
Caring Ministries
A legacy born out of
the wisdom, foresight,
and creativity of the
planners of the first
NOAC, held in 1992
NOAC is a Church of the Brethren conference offering
inspiration, renewal, and community for adults 50 and older.

Church of the Brethren

IWJ
[/

www.brethren. org

(800) 323-8039
Registration materials will be mailed
to past attendees and churches
and also made available online at
www.brethren .org in early March 2009.

Annual Conference
exists to unite, strengthen and equip
the Church of the Brethren
ofollow Jesus.

, 2009 in SAN DIEGO

PROG

ER HELPERS

·nteering my help with the Conference tasks. Ihave
below. (Please number them in order of preference.)

Please send the following:
.________.I Copies at $13.00
Conference Boakli
.----,I Copies at $3.00

...........,;......;.;.._

REBISTRATIDN

□ GRADES K-2

□ GRADES 3-5

USHER

□ JUNIOR HIGH

□ SENIOR HIGH

TICKETSALES

□ YOUNG ADULTS

□ SINGLE ADULTS

TEUER

□ EARLY CHILDHOOD □ NURSE

□ UNLOADING/1.DADING □ INFORMATION

Q DEACONS LUNCH
CREW
ASSISTANCE
lplantoariveatConferenceon _ _ _ _ _ _ __

My age is (circle one): 16-22 23-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 60+

~~----------~
--_
-_
- -Zip -_
City _~
__
_State_
_
Tel (
,I
Congregation _ _ _ __
email address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

or volunteer to dweaver_ac@brethren.org

