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8 'The time is surely here' 
This year marks a somewhat bittersweet anniversary for women in the 
Church of the Brethren. It is 50 years since women were granted full 

rights to ordination in the denomination, but it is still difficult for many 
women to have their gifts recognized. Dana Cassell reviews the histo
ry behind this major milestone and the challenges that remain. 

12 The practice of preaching 
"Any preacher who doesn't enter the pulpit with fear and trembling is 

not taking their task seriously enough," says Christy Waltersdorff. "So 
why do we do it? Because we have to." 

13 Beyond justice: Confessions of a 
(Brethren) trial lawyer 
Last month's issue presented the first-place winner in the peace essay 

contest sponsored by Bethany Theological Seminary. This month we 
share the second-place essay, by Jana Carter of Oakland, Calif., who 
asks how the "emotions of conflict" can be channeled wisely. 

16 Economic justice for all 
How can you address inequities and unjust employment practices 
around the world? One way is through the way you shop. Karen Doss 
Bowman explores possibilities available through fair trade. 

18 2 Corinthians: The ministry of reconciliation 
The apostle Paul is trying to make amends in his second letter to the 
church at Corinth, Grady Snyder says. Paul's reflections on the way 

forward provides broader insights for the church today. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: MESSENGER would like to extend special thanks to Kenneth M . 

Shaffer Jr. and Logan Condon in the Brethren Historical Library and Archives for all 
their assistance with the 300th anniversary series, as well as to the many writers 
who contributed articles. 
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0 ne day a pastor friend called to see whether Brethren Press could 

match the discounts his group was able to get on Amazon.com. 

Unfortunately, we don't have the volume and power to match those discounts, I explained, 

and said I understood if people needed to put price first. But the good news about buying 

from your denominational publishing house is that any "profit" from the purchase helps 

Brethren Press continue to exist. In other words, those individual orders help make it pos

sible for the church to have Brethren curriculum, books, and other resources. 

The pastor said he was happy to take that message back to his colleagues. And I was 

happy that the message made sense to him. 

On another day, when I was running the cash register at a 

conference, twice I was asked if purchases there were supporting 

some particular cause. Without hesitation I replied, "Yes, it's sup

porting the publishing ministry of the Church of the Brethren." 

I don't know whether that made these teenage customers feel 

virtuous, but they went ahead with their purchases. I hope they 

liked their T-shirts. More than that, I hope that someday they rec

ognize they were buying more than a shirt. 

For the most part, it's all those individual orders that keep us 

going. Once in a while, however, we get a big boost. On a recent 

Monday morning, my heart was warmed when I learned that Brethren Press was the 

recipient of an estate gift designated "to .produce Christian education curricular materi

als with a distinctive Brethren vision of Christianity for Church of the Brethren children 

and youth." Since receiving this news I have thought frequently of this generous donor, 

who was a lifelong Sunday school teacher and district leader in Christian education and 

camping programs, and I recalled several other remarkable church members whose gifts 

have made a difference for Brethren Press and MESSENGER. 

The publishing house, the magazine, in fact all the programs of the church take our 

business practices seriously. But our mission is not to be a business; rather, we are in 

business to be a ministry. Just when the challenges of operating a small business threat

en to overwhelm us, then the legacy of a faithful Sunday school teacher reminds us that 

God's economy is different from the world's. 

In a sense we are all "subsidized" by saints who have invested in the business of the 

church. Think about that, and say a prayer of thanks, the next time you study a Sunday 

school lesson, attend a church workshop, or read up on how Brethren are continuing the 

work of Jesus. 
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CONGREGATIONCLOSE-UP 

Garden City youth focus on hunger 
Thirty-hour famine raises more than $2,200 

The Garden City (Kan.) Church of the Brethren youth group has set a goal to 

make a difference in the world one child at a time. 

Eight young people calling themselves the "Teen Talmidim" fasted and lived in 

cardboard boxes in the city park for 30 hours. The fund raiser for World Vision's 

30-Hour Famine relief brought in $2,291. At $7 per child per week, six children 

will be fed for a year. 

"Every time I watch the news, I hear about hunger, but never really thought 

about it until now," said 13-year-old Shelby Ketterling. "Students are becoming 

aware it's a daily struggle having enough to eat. I know poverty is a problem 

even in Garden City. While some of my classmates have cell phones and iPods, 

others are part of families that can barely afford a place to live." 

Evin Tedford, also 13, shared, "Some kids go home after school with no food, 

and they have to go the whole weekend. The 30-hour challenge might be tough, 

but it's worth it if the group can raise money to feed hungry children." 

Too often, the group said, "People get caught up in their daily lives and don't 

think about what's happening all around them." -John Elder 

Do you have district or congregational stories that might be of interest to MESSENGER? Send 
them to MESSENGER, c/o In Touch, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or 
messenger@brethren.org. 

BVTHENUMBERS 

Percentage of mainline church tradition 
members who are white, according to a 2007 

survey by The Pew Forum on Religion & 
Public Life. About 3 percent were Hispanic, 2 

percent black, and 1 percent Asian. 
Evangelical and historically black churches 

were counted as separate traditions. 

General secretary Stan 
Noffsinger will speak at a centennial cel
ebration/fundraiser for the Brethren 
Home Community in New Oxford, Pa., 
sponsored by the home's Founders Club, 
on Nov. 1 .... Western Pennsylvania will 
hold two "inspirational services" on Oct. 
19 to prepare for district conference the 
following weekend .... Middle 
Pennsylvania District conference, taking 
place Sept. 26-28 at Camp Blue 
Diamond, will be collecting athletic 
shoes as an outreach project. 

Southeast Miami First Church of the 
Brethren held a yard sale May 31 raising 
$800 for poverty and hunger needs in 
Haiti. ... Two new church projects have 
begun in Puerto Rico .... West Marva 
held a district heritage celebration Aug. 
10 at Camp Galilee (Terra Alta, W. Va.) 
.... Brethren Woods (Keezletown, Va.) 
will cap its 50th anniversary celebration 
with a pig roast and fun day Oct. 11 .... 
A Virlina District special offering raised 
more than $6,000 for fire-damaged 
churches in neighboring Tennessee. 

Midwest Northern Ohio delegates 
approved a new 18-member district board 
structure at this year's district conference. 
A silent auction and other fundraisers 
brought in nearly $2,400 for the Peace 
Endowment Fund ... . Illinois/Wisconsin 
held a district workday May 17 at Pleasant 
Hill Village in Girard, Ill., with 45 people 
from nine congregations participating . .. . 
Michigan District conference delegates 
approved a "Visioning and Restructuring" 
plan and called a five-member committee 
to work on it. 

Ozarks/Plains Eighteen Children's 
Disaster Services volunteers traveled to 
Louisiana to set up child care services in 
American Red Cross shelters in advance of 
Hurricane Gustav .... Western Plains will 
hold its "Gathering IV" conference, part of 
its extensive church renewal and transfor
mation effort, Oct. 24-26 in Salina, Kan. 

West Annual Conference moderator 
David Shumate will lead a workshop on 
congregational ethics Oct. 3 in Fruitland, 
Idaho, during the Idaho District confer
ence .... Children's Disaster Services will 
hold Level 1 Volunteer Workshops 
Oct. 3-4 in Everett, Wash., and Tacoma, 
Wash .... Olympic View Church of the 
Brethren (Seattle) held a Rally Sunday 
weekend Sept. 16-17 to mark the 60th 
anniversary of its church building and 
the denomination's 300th anniversary. 
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Milledgeville builds to 
accommodate boom 

On June 29, during a special worship 
service, Milledgeville (Ill.) Church of the 
Brethren broke ground for a new addi
tion to accommodate recent growth. 
The addition will include three class
rooms, a church library/meeting room, 
offices, and a restroom. 

Subsequent remodeling to the exist
ing building will provide a larger nurs
ery and more sanctuary space, which 
the church needs after growing steadily 
the past eight years. 

The congregation, located in rural 
northwestern Illinois, also celebrated its 
150th anniversary Sept. 20-21. 

Lancaster finds new ways 
to reach out to community 

Two years ago, after an inspiring 
Wednesday Night Live class at 
Lancaster (Pa.) Church of the Brethren, 
a small group of members formed to 
study the issues of hunger and poverty. 
We wanted to find some ways to raise 
awareness in our congregation of the 
suffering of others in the world. While 
our church was already supporting 

With shovels at the addition groundbreaking, from left to right, are Milledgeville church 

board chair Ed Livengood; Verna Reiff, the congregation's longest-tenured member; Traci 
Page, the newest member; Emma Staats, granddaughter of pastor Rick Koch; and Jack 

Munz, whose mother, Stacey, was chair of the building addition team. 

many needs, such as Habitat for 
Humanity and Heifer International, we 
wanted to do more. 

The first and continuing project was 
to ask members to bring extra food for 
the local food bank when we celebrate 
communion and the full love feast, a 
total of five times a year. This project 

has been a great success. We now have 
two grocery carts and a food cabinet 
with signs asking for donations in 
strategic locations. Not only do we get 
food at the communion services, but 
members are bringing food almost 
every Sunday. 

Our second project is to support the 
Church of the Brethren Global Food 
Crisis Fund through the 2-Cents-a-Meal 
plan. This program especially has 
caught the imagination of our children, 
and the offerings have been increasing 
all the time. On designated Sundays, 
offerings are brought to the worship 
centers to be dedicated in all five of our 
services. One-third of the offering goes 
to our local food bank, and two-thirds is 
sent to the Global Food Crisis Fund. 

Helping Haiti: Seventeen members of West Marva District traveled on a mission trip to 

Haiti in April, providing medical assistance and general repairs for nearly 1,600 people in six 

communities. Above, pastor Barry Adkins of Sandy Creek Church of the Brethren (Bruceton 

Mills, W Va.) preaches alongside local pastor Preval Meritil in the community of Perna/. 

In July and August, we asked mem
bers to "Be an angel." We were 
shocked to learn that there were 900 
homeless children last year in the 
school district of Lancaster who need 
food, shelter, and school supplies. Little 
angels of construction paper with sug
gestions of needs were pinned to two 
larger angels. Members were asked to 

take an angel and bring the suggested 
school supply item back to church, 
where all the supplies were dedicated 
Aug. 24.-Joyce Bohn 
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Long-time voter, 101, 
provides 6 Civics lesson' 

Arveda Mae Pritt, who turned 101 on 
June 14, was inducted into the inaugu
ral class of the West Virginia Voter Hall 
of Fame on June 2. Pritt received the 
honor for being among those who 
have voted for at least 50 consecutive 

years. 
She received 

a certificate 
and medallion 
from Secretary 
of State Betty 
Ireland at the 
Mineral County 
Courthouse. 
"We're hoping 
this is a civics 
lesson," 
Ireland said. 

Pritt urged 
younger generations to show a simi
lar commitment. "They ought to go 
out and vote because the older ones 
are going to be gone, and the 
younger ones will have to take over," 
she said. 

Pritt has been a member of 
Keyser (W.Va.) Church of the 
Brethren for 67 years and a Sunday 
school teacher for most of that 
time. She presently serves as a sub
stitute teacher for the Builders' 
Class. She still cleans her own 
house, with the assistance of a 
hired service every other week, and 
she enjoys gardening, quilting, and 
making jelly.-Norma Wilson 

REMEMBERED 

• Diane Gosnell, secretary for 
Brethren Disaster Ministries in New 
Windsor, Md., since July 1989, died 
Sept. 8 after a long battle with can
cer. A memorial service was held 
Sept. 13 at Union Bridge (Md.) 
Church of the Brethren, and a 
memorial planting on the grounds 
of the Brethren Service Center was 
planned for this fall. 

LANDMARKS & LAURELS 

• Goshen (Ind.) City Church of the Brethren was recognized by the Elkhart 
County Agricultural Society as the 2008 Centennial Church, an award given annually 
to a congregation that has been in existence for at least 100 years. Goshen City was 
founded in 1899. 

• Washington (D.C.) City Church of the Brethren received this year's Partners 
in Service Award from Brethren Volunteer Service. The congregation has hosted 64 
BVS workers at the Brethren Nutrition Program over the past three decades and 
operates a house to host Washington-area BVS volunteers. 

• The Wichita {Kan.) Eagle's "Mystery Visitor" stopped by Wichita First Church 
of the Brethren recently. In the subsequent article, the visitor praised Wichita First's 
hospitality and called it "a friendly, welcoming congregation centered in Christ and 
devoted to faithful discipleship." 

• Lewiston (Minn.) Church of the Brethren celebrated its 150th anniversary 
Sept. 13-14 with historical exhibits, a cemetery walk, and worship services with for
mer pastors Paul Roth and Roger Schrock. Proceeds after expenses were sent to 
Church World Service. 

• Oak Grove Church of the Brethren, Lowpoint, 111., is celebrating its 125th 
anniversary Oct. 12 with a worship service, potluck lunch, and afternoon program of 
praise, thanksgiving, and sharing. 

• Bellefontaine (Ohio) Church of the Brethren held a homecoming celebration 
Sept. 14 to mark the 100th anniversary of the congregation's present church building. 
Mark and Mary Jo Flory-Steury were guest speakers. 

• Dixon (Ill.) Church of the Brethren had a spiritual renewal weekend Sept. 13-
14 in celebration of the congregation's 100th anniversary and the denomination's 
300th anniversary. Jim Myer of White Oak Church of the Brethren (Manheim, Pa.) led 
the services. 

• Chambersburg (Pa.) Church of the Brethren will celebrate its 100th anniver
sary with an Oct. 19 homecoming service. Former Annual Conference moderator 
Phill Carlos Archbold will speak. 

• Brethren Revival Fellowship has published the latest two volumes in its Brethren 
New Testament Commentary series, Galatians and Hebrews. There are now 13 
volumes in the series. 

• The Church of the Brethren's Global Women's Project recently affirmed Myrna 
Frantz-Wheeler (Haverhill, Iowa) and Elizabeth Keller (Richmond, Ind.) as new steer
ing committee members. 

• M&S Harley-Davidson of Chambersburg, Pa., selected the Frances Leiter Center of 
Brethren-affiliated Children's Aid Society as the beneficiary of their 7th annual 
Motorcycle & Corvette Show. 

• The Jolly Crafters volunteer group at The Brethren Home Community (New 
Oxford, Pa.) has been recognized by the United Way of Adams County with its 2008 
"With Heart in Hand" Volunteer Award in the "Adult Group" division. The group created 
needlepoint ornaments that they give to residents and sell at fundraisers. The group 
gave more than 3,300 hours of volunteer service in 2007. 

• Brian Sell, a member of Woodbury (Pa.) Church of the Brethren (see July/August 
MESSENGER, p. 3), finished with a time of 2:16.07 in the men's marathon at the 
Summer Olympics in Beijing, China, good for 22nd place. He was about 10 minutes 
off the gold-medal winning time. 

• Jody Gerut, who grew up in York Center Church of the Brethren (Lombard, Ill.), 
was a starting outfielder for the San Diego Padres baseball team this year. He previous
ly played with the Cleveland Indians and briefly with the Chicago Cubs and Pittsburgh 
Pirates. Gerut was batting .297 with 14 home runs and 43 RBI through Sept. 2. 

• Jan West Schrock, daughter of former Brethren leader Dan West and a staff 
member of Heifer International, is the author of a new 32-page children's picture book 
titled Give a Goat, published by Tilbury House. It tells the story of a fifth-grade class 
that reads the Heifer book Beatrice's Goat and decides to raise money to give a goat 
themselves through Heifer International. It lists at $16.95. 
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Press on! 
"I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call 
of God in Christ Jesus." Philippians 3:14 

It seems like it was only yesterday. Yet it has_ been a half
century since my parents gave to me as a high school 

graduation gift my first trip to a Church of the Brethren 
Annual Conference, taking place in Des Moines, Iowa. Fifty 
years ago it was unthinkable that an 18-year-old could fly 

from Virginia to Iowa for Annual 
Conference. Thus mom and dad 
made arrangements for me to drive 
to the "big meeting" with friends 
from the First District of Virginia. 

Annual Conference was an awe
some experience for me as I met 
with young people from all around 
the denomination and sampled my 
first taste of pizza. I knew that the 
denomination was celebrating its 
250th anniversary that year because 
earlier in the spring I had written my 
senior paper on the Church of the 

Brethren. I remember trying to apply the anniversary theme, 
"Brethren Under the Lordship of Christ," to the historical 
journey of the denomination, as well as looking ahead to the 
denomination's vision for the future. 

Today as I read the Annual Conference 1958 Minutes I feel 
such sadness that I was not sitting in on the business ses-

pave the way for me as a 51-year-old teacher, business
woman, spouse, and mother to enter our beloved Bethany 
Theological Seminary to earn a Master of Divinity degree. 

As Sister Anna Mow aged in years she would remind 
those of us on the journey with her that there is freedom to 
speak one's mind as we grow older. As I push toward the 70-
year goal, I resonate with Sister Anna. 

Sister Anna loved to tell stories, and so do I. One of my 
favorite children's stories/object lessons to tell during a wor
ship hour is about shoes. I take a shopping bag and place 
several different shoes into it. As the children and I are seat
ed on the floor I take each shoe out of the bag one at a time. 
They explain how each shoe is used for many different 
activities. A sneaker is for running and jumping. A dressy 
pump is for church. A sandal is for playing in the sand. A 
hiking boot is for hiking in the mountains. It is always an 
adventure to see the expressions on the faces of the chil
dren and to hear their explanations of how the shoe is to be 
used. My favorite scripture to use with this story is 1 
Corinthians 12, reminding the children and the church fami 
ly that within the body of Christ there are a variety of gifts, 
but the same Spirit. 

At the opening of the Virginia Conference for the United 
Methodist Church held in Roanoke, Va., this past June, a 
dear friend's daughter, Amanda, a 30-something ordained 
pastor, preached the opening worship sermon. Her text 
was Philippians 3:10-14. As she illustrated through her 
words the different shoes she has worn as she is "pressing 
on" on her life journey, I knew that the Philippians text 

would become another biblical 

SO WITH SISTER ANNA'S WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT, 
I BOLDLY CHALLENGE OUR BELOVED DENOMINATION 
TO SEE JESUS CHRIST EMBODIED IN ALL 
SISTERS AND BROTHERS AND ACCEPT THEIR 
VARIETY OF GOD-GIVEN GIFTS. 

text for the story about the 
shopping bag of shoes. 

As Amanda, a young adult 
woman preacher, challenged her 
listeners out of wisdom well 
beyond her years, I thought of 
sisters in my beloved denomina
tion-all ages-who are still 
denied "full and unrestricted 

sion that was discussing the statement on Women in 
Ministry. For you see, I was a member of Williamson Road 
Church of the Brethren in Roanoke, Va. My congregation 
sent that statement to our district conference, which in turn 
sent it on to the Annual Conference. The author of the state
ment was my pastor, Edward K. Ziegler. Two dear saints and 
charter members still on their faith journeys today, Ira B. 
Peters and Betty (Humbert) Brubaker, signed the statement 
as moderator and clerk. 

With these congregational connections, I regret that I have 
no personal memory of Annual Conference granting 
"women full and unrestricted rights in the ministry." I am 
thankful for the boldness and vision of my church family in 
the late 1950s to send such a statement for discussion by the 
wider church. Almost 35 years later this statement helped 
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rights in the ministry." In fact, there are both women and 
men who may look and/or act differently than what would be 
called the "Brethren norm" being denied the sharing of their 
gifts within our body of Christ. They are choosing to look 
through the window of the Church of the Brethren. 

So with Sister Anna's words of encouragement, I boldly 
challenge our beloved denomination to see Jesus Christ 
embodied in all sisters and brothers and accept their variety 
of God-given gifts. As we move into our next 100 years, may 
we "press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly 
call of God in Christ Jesus!" li! 

Judy Mil ls Reimer is an orda ined minister and former general secretary of the Church 
of the Brethren. She and her husband, George, divide thei r t ime between Roanoke, 

Va., and Fort Myers, Fla. 



QUOTEWORTHY 

''Life is richer 
when we're 
just being who 
we are.'' 

-actor Ben Kingsley, in an interview in Spirit magazine 

" There are few things more important 
than good work and good people to do 
that work with." 

-former Bethany Theological Seminary dean Stephen Breck Reid, 
now at Truett Theological Seminary, in remarks to the 

Church of the Brethren General Board 

"The world's future depends upon religious 
cooperation, not competition." 
-David Crumm of ReadTheSpirit.com, commenting on the goals of former 
British prime minister Tony Blair's new Faith Foundation. Blair and a team 
that includes Bono and Rick Warren are working with members of six reli

gions to collectively address major world issues. 

"I might wish that God would be more 
discriminating, but there it is-bound to one 
another by a love far greater than our 
disagreements." 

-National Council of Churches general secretary 
the Rev. Dr. Michael Kinnamon, speaking about theological 

diversity at Aquinas Institute of Theology in St. Louis 

" It's holy, so special, unique, respectful, and 
just that you come away with the sense, 
'Gosh, that was a sacred moment."' 

-the Rev. Christine Smith, professor of preaching at United Theological 
Seminary of the Twin Cities in New Brighton, Minn. She was speaking 

with United Church News about 1 'sacred conversations." 

"Ultimately, we depend on free-will 
offerings. If people don't like the product, 

· they are likely to be less generous. We have 
no power of compulsion." 

-Roman Catholic Archbishop Daniel Pilarczyk, talking to the Cincinnati 
Enquirer about his archdiocese's debt and declining revenues (RNS) 

"We have been praying for Sudan for several 
years. Prayer is a very mighty power, a great 
power that can change things." 

-Metropolitan Dr. Zacharias Mar Theophilus, from the Mar Thoma Syrian 
Church of Malabar. India. He was reflecting on a visit to Yambio. Sudan, 

as part of an ecumenical delegation in an interview with the World 
Council of Churches. (WCC News Service} 

CULTUREVIEW 

• More than two-thirds of young was made by the LWF council, the 

adults stopped attending world body's main governing 

Protestant churches regularly for 

at least a year when they were 

between the ages of 18 and 22, a 

study by LifeWay Research shows. 

Seventy percent of 23- to 30-year

olds dropped out of the church 

scene, researchers found, while 

only about 35 percent of them 

eventually returned to the fold 

and are attending church two 

times a month. The top reason for 

dropping out: 26 percent said 

church members seemed hypo

critical or judgmental. (RNS) 

• Churches around the world are 

praying for the peoples of the 

Pacific as the Decade to 

agency, while meeting in Tanzania 

in June. The statement is expected 

to be ready for the LWF's 11th 

Assembly in July 2010. 

• According to a 20-city survey on 

"e-mail addiction" released by 

AOL, Washington, D.C., is the most 

afflicted overall. But Atlanta led the 

way in checking e-mail in church, 

with 22 percent confessing to peek

ing at their portable Blackberry or 

similar device during services, 

according to the survey. Houston 

and Denver tied for second in the 

checking-e-mail-in-church category, 

with 19 percent in both cities con

fessing to the deed. (RNS) 

Overcome Violence focuses atten- • The Bible is the favorite book of 

tion on the region this year. Pacific all time for American adults, regard

churches themselves are praying less of demographic group, accord

and reflecting together on how best ing to a new 2008 Harris Interactive 

to promote peace in their com mu- Poll. The poll also found that politi-

nities. Prayers were especially cal affiliation did not affect novel 

urged on the International Day preference-Republicans, 

of Prayer for Peace, Sept. 21. Democrats, and Independents alike 

• The Lutheran World Federation agreed on the Bible and Gone 
is writing a statement asking for
giveness from Anabaptists for 

16th-century persecution, which 

including torture and killings. The 

decision to prepare the statement 

With the Wind as their top two 

favorite books. Third was The 
Lord of the Rings series, and 

fourth was the Harry Potter 
series. (RNS) 

JUST FOR FUN: SCRAMBLE 

MASTERS OF DISASTERS Brethren Disaster Ministries has had 

another busy year, with current projects operating in Louisana and 

Minnesota and hundreds of thousands of dollars in aid sent to 

numerous other locations. More than 1,500 volunteers served in 

2007. Unscramble the names of these types of natural disasters, 

many of which have been the focus of Brethren response efforts. 
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Regina Roberts 

Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford 

• • 
1me 1s 

Women still struggle to have ministry gifts recognized 
by Dana Cassell 



The women present 
at this year's 
Clergywomen 's 
Breakfast at Annual 
Conference 
represented a 
combined 1, 120 
years of ministry. 

"The question is really not women with men in the ministry, 

or men only in the ministry; the question is, 'Is the message 

from the Lord?' and 'Is the Lord represented?'" 
-Anna Mow. "Gee! Women in the Ministry!," in Brethren Life and Thought (Spring 1967) 

sure 
T his year marks the 50th anniversary of the 

Annual Conference decision to extend full and 
nrestricted rights of ordination to women. Since 
958, more than 400 women have served the 

Church of the Brethren as ordained ministers. 
We celebrate this milestone, and give thanks for these 

women giving their lives to the church. But the story of 
women leading the church is much longer than 50 years, 
and much richer than statistical tallies. This story extends 
deep into our history, weaving together the stories of hun
dreds of women who ministered without credentials and 
served without recognition. 

For the Church of the Brethren, the story of women in 
leadership begins at the Eder River. Three of the eight who 
baptized one another into a new community were women: 
Anna Margaretha Mack, Joanna Naethiger, and Joanna 
Kipping. Alongside their husbands, these women held 
strong to their conviction in the face of threats and opposi 
tion, giving birth to a movement. 

The movement grew. Two hundred and fifty-five people 
were baptized into the fellowship in Europe; 88 of them 
were women. A few of these early women were even elect
ed to official office. When her husband died, Sister 

A Bright moment 

' ere 
Schreder took over his role as deacon, serving as a dea
coness in Schwarzenau. When the Brethren moved to 
Pennsylvania, Margaretha Bayerin was elected deaconess 
in her own right at the Germantown congregation. 

The church continued to grow, and women continued to 
feel themselves called to lead it. When Sarah Righter Major 
experienced a call to preach the gospel in the 1830s, she 
had great encouragement from her fathe r, her minister, and 
an elder. Annual Meeting, on the other hand, disagreed and 
forbade "sisters" from preach ing. Sister Sarah wouldn't 
quit. Instead, she continued preaching and chastised the 
church for its double standards: "I conceive it would be 
very inconsistent in an apostle, who had laid his hands on 
men and women, and prayed over them, that they might 
receive the Holy Ghost, to quench the gift of the Spirit of 
God, because it was given to a woman . .. " 

Major's preaching gave rise to a series of debates about 

the place of women in the Courtesyof BrethrenHistoricallibrary andArchives 

church. After they forbade sisters 
from preaching, delegates to 
Annual Meeting struggled with 
what, exactly, that entailed. 
Seemingly inspired by a passage 

When Harriett Howard Bright was ordained as a minister in the Church of the Brethren in 1958, 
she was sure to make note of the event in her diary. She kept track of everything there: sermons 
she had preached and Sunday school classes she had taught on the front of the pages, and sig
nificant life events on the back. 

As a former missionary to China then working as a mission interpreter for the denomination, Harriett's diary was f ull of 
speaking engagements. She and her husband, Calvin, spent two years traveling around the country talking about the 
church's work in far-away places. They had been active in m inistry together for years, as a young married couple at Bethany 
Seminary, in their work as missionaries in China, and after that as a ministry team in Calvin's first pastorates. Harriett also 
had a passion for weaving, practicing and teaching the art wherever she found herself. 

No doubt, her life was full of big events, and the diary was a good way to keep track of them. So, on Dec. 7, 1958, she 
scribbled into the notebook: "Ordained into ministry by Rev. Harshbarger-Richmond." The next entry is from Jan. 13 of the 
next year: "antique watch out of repair shop." -Dana Cassell 
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2009 CLERGYWOMEN'S RETREAT 
Brethren women who are licensed or ordained are 
invited to attend a Clergywomen's Retreat Jan. 12-15 
in Rancho Palos Verdes, Calif. Keynote speaker Marva 
Dawn will lead sessions around the theme 
"Reconnecting with Holy Fire: Fanning the Flames of a 
the Spirit Among Us." The week will also include wor- ! 
ship, fellowship, and a variety of recreational activities. ] 
Registration fee is $290. Details are at } 
www.brethren.org. 

from Acts 2:17 ("Your sons and your daughters shall proph
esy . .. "), delegates at the 1859 Annual Conference made 
an official distinction between teaching, preaching, and 
prophesying. Women were allowed to prophesy, but not to 
teach or to preach. Prophecy was not defined, but one 
imagines that Catharine Hummer's heavenly visions of 
angels that had disrupted the community in the previous 
century might have been on the minds of the delegates. 

That issue being settled for the time being, discussions 
turned to the place of women at Annual Meeting. In 1881, 
women were denied by the body the right to vote at Annual 
Meeting. In 1882, in what must have been a long and heated 
discussion, the gathered body reversed their decision, 
allowing women the right to vote. In 1883, however, the 
meeting restricted voting rights in general to delegates
who were all male. A couple of years later, in 1885, women 
in the church formed their own Sisters Aid Societies to raise 
funds and serve in mission. These groups were promptly 
forbidden one year later at the 1886 Annual Meeting. 

In 1889, the Annual Meeting denied women the privilege 
of serving as delegates to Annual Meeting-effectively 
excluding them from voting on any issue. And two years 
later, in 1891, Annual Meeting returned to the specific role 
of women in ministry, and affirmed that women had a 
place-as ministers' wives. 

Julia Gilbert led a passionate campaign to ensure that 
women would be allowed to serve communion to one 
another. Before Gilbert's persistent complaints, a designat
ed male deacon would break bread for all women present 
at the love feast. In 1892, the body finally agreed with 
Gilbert, extending "to sisters all privileges which the 
Brethren claim for themselves." 

In 1894, women began to serve as foreign missionaries. 
Prevented from serving as ministers at home, women 
found themselves ministering through nursing, teaching, 
and yes, even preaching on the far-away mission fields. 
Missionary service would become a significant milestone in 
the story of women's leadership in the church, since many 
of the first women to be l icensed and ordained to the min
istry at home served first on the foreign mission fields. 

In 1895, Annual Meeting finally gave official approval to 
Sisters Aid Societies, which had likely been operating all along . 
in one form or another. In 1898, delegates approved women 
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as delegates at district meetings, and one year later women 
began to appear on the list of delegates to Annual Meeting. 

Discussions continued, as did women's work. In 1922, 
responding to the need for church leadership and the reali
ty that women were already filling many pulpits across the 
denomination, Annual Meeting extended to women licens
es to preach . This was a provisional license, valid locally 
and only for preaching. Women's credentials did not trans
fer from one congregation to another, and they were not 
allowed to perform full ministerial duties. 

Over the next three decades, the debate about ordaining 
women began in earnest. In 1949, the Williamson Road con
gregation in Roanoke, Va., sent a query to Annual Conference. 
The query asked whether or not women ought to be allowed 
equal rights with men in the ministry. The conference appoint
ed a study committee, and in 1952 the issue came to the floor 
for what turned out to be an intense and heated discussion. 

The discussion lasted for several hours. One after the 
other, those in attendance stepped up to the microphone 
and voiced their opinion: "We don't want to minimize the 
splendid work of our sisters," some said, but "there isn't a 
single scripture in the New Testament that would support 
this." Others were more supportive of the proposal, insist
ing that "people are called by the Spirit-and we cannot 
erect barriers to the Spirit's work." Still others worried 
about the heavy burden that ordination would place on 
women. All of these speakers-save one- were men. 
During all these discussions of whether or not women were 
to be ordained, only one woman spoke. In the midst of 
pointed debate over scriptural precedents and spiritual 
gifts, Cora Fisher of Huntingdon, Ind., rose to give voice to 
the women of the denomination. 

Sister Fisher refused to enter into the debate abo1:1t scriptur
al precedents. "Jesus never said whether a woman should be 
a minister or not," she said. "That just isn't in any of his 
teaching." She quickly dismissed concerns that this decision 
would place undue burden on the shoulders of women. 
Already, she said, "ministers' wives carry just as much of the 
burden in ministers' lives as the minister himself." But the 
call to ordain women, Fisher said, was not coming from the 
women. In her denominational and ecumenical work she had 
"heard a lot on both sides ... ," she said, and "By and large, I 
think we are not pushing for it." Nonetheless, she insisted 



that women ought to be respected for all the work that they 
were doing. Long known for the work of their hands in serv
ice, mission, and teaching, women found themselves limited 
to these ministries. Fisher said it this way: 

"Perhaps this matter of the work with our hands has 
loomed so big in the eyes of the church that they've almost 
forgotten that women do have minds and hearts ... that at 
least we be given credit for some spiritual and mental min
istry in the church as well as the physical." 

When the discussion ended, the delegates decided to extend 
to women a provisional ordination-valid in their local congre
gation but not transferable from one church to another. 

Six years later, as the denomination celebrated its 250th 
birthday, Annual Conference re-opened the question. This 
time, there was very little discussion. Edward Ziegler, pas
tor of the Williamson Road congregation that had brought 
the original query in 1949, declared: 

"The time is surely here, in this anniversary year, when 
we ought to remove all ambiguity and all discrimination 
which is based on sex alone .... The time is here when we 
ought to take this step of recognizing that the gifts of God 
may be bestowed equally upon the sisters of the church ." 

After only a few minutes of debate, the 1958 Annual 
Conference voted to grant women full and unrestricted 
rights to ordination. This credential, transferable and valid 
for all ministerial duties, extended to women the same priv
ileges as men in ministry. 

In the 50 years since that decision, more than 400 women 
have been ordained into ministry in the Church of the 
Brethren. Among the first of these women, many came to 
ministry as a second career, serving first as teachers, mis
sionaries, or pastors' wives. 

The decision of Annual Conference made ordination offi-

DID YOU KNOW? 

cially available to women, but change came slowly. In the 
first 10 years after the decision, only seven women were 
ordained. By 1978, there were 26. At the end of 1998, 255 
women had been ordained in the Church of the Brethren. 
Today, 403 women have been ordained, and 323 still hold 
active ordination credentials (as of Sept. 1). 

The story is long, and the way has not been easy. Women 
were not immediately accepted into ministry, even after the 
1958 decision. Stories of struggling to gain authority and 
claim a place of leadership in the church abound. Ordained 
women have often found themselves dismissed, unable to 
find pastoral positions, and disrespected. The struggles per
sist today, as evidenced by the low numbers of women 
working in pastoral ministry: Only 160 (about 12 percent) of 
the approximately 1,300 pastors serving Church of the 
Brethren congregations are women. 

There is still work to do in recognizing God's spirit at 
work among the sisters of the church. There are still stories 
to be told and credit to be given. There are still women to 
be called, and trained, and ordained. This is not the end of 
the story of women in church leadership. 

This 50th anniversary commemorates a significant mile
stone, but not a final destination. We celebrate the life and 
work of women in the church, and we give thanks for the 
women serving in ordained and non-ordained capacities. 
Let us also commit to continuing to call leaders forth from 
our midst, listening for prophecy-and preaching-from 
both our sons and our daughters. li! 

Dana Cassell is a member of Fi rst Church of the Brethren in Roanoke, Va. She is 

serving this year in the Church of the Brethren's Office of Ministry through Brethren 

Vo lunteer Service. 

I The Church of the Brethren General Board in 1999 adopted a "Resolution on Women in Ministry," celebrating progress 
made but noting that women at that time made up only 13 percent of the ordained clergy serving as pastors. It called for 
equality in the calling and placement processes and outlined plans for a study resource. See www.brethren.org/genbd/min
istry/women.htm for the full resolution. A new resolution recognizing the 50th anniversary was adopted by the board in 
March; it is at www.brethren.org/genbd/GBResolutions/2008Womens0rdination.pdf. 



The practice of 

PREACHING 
by Christy Waltersdorff 

Sermon involves a relationship between WT pastor and congregation 

Writing and preaching a sermon is a daunting and most want to do. If they reach the other side without 
task. Who in their right mind would presume to speak the falling, it is skill but it is also grace-a benevolent God's deci-
Word of God week in and week out? Even those of us who sion to let these daredevils tread the high places where ordi-
love crafting and preaching sermons do so with an appropri- nary mortals have the good sense not to go." 
ate amount of fear and trembling. One of the reasons I have the courage to step into the pul-

Martin Luther once said, "I would rather carry stones than pit Sunday after Sunday is because it is an act done togeth-
preach one sermon." John Bunyan confessed that some- er. Yes, it is true that sermon preparation and writing is a 
times he felt like shouting obscenities at his congregation. lonely task, done in the privacy and-sometimes-quiet 
And Martin Luther King Jr. once described the calling to space of my office. But I don't enter into my time of study 
speak as a "vocation of agony." 

When I was a young preacher I found that as soon as the 
sermon was preached and I sat down, my legs would begin 
to shake. The anxiety came upon me most strongly after the 
words were spoken, and it was too late to take them back! 

Any preacher who doesn't enter the pulpit with fear and 
trembling is not taking their task seriously enough. So why 
do we do it? Because we have to. Sometime, somewhere in 
our lives, God planted the seeds of the gift of preach ing, and 

and writing in a vacuum. I begin and end my sermon prepa
ration with the voices, needs, pains, and joy of the congre
gation swirling around in my soul. Preaching is really about 
a relationship: a relationship between pastor and congrega
tion, our relationship to God and to our communities. 

I often say that I preach what I need to hear and hope that 
others need to hear it, too. My job is to get out of the way 
and allow the Spirit to feed our souls. A sermon is not one
way communication. It is a conversation from soul to soul. 

Good preaching on Sunday 

. Any preacher who doesn't enter the pulpit with fear and 
comes from good listening the 
rest of the week. A good preacher 
is also a good pastor, one who 
pays attention, one who knows 

■ 

trembling is not taking their task seriously enough. 

to ignore that gift is to ignore God's call in our lives. Oh, it 
can be done, you can ignore God-but I don't recommend it. 

We preach because we have encountered the mighty, gra
cious God of scripture in such a way that we cannot help but 
speak about it. We preach because we have experienced the 
risen Christ in profound and personal ways that have 
changed our lives. We preach because the Holy Spirit has 
empowered us to share the bread of life with a hungry world. 

One of my favorite preachers is Barbara Brown Taylor, and 
this is how she describes preaching: "Watching a preacher 
climb into the pulpit is a lot like watching a tightrope walker 
climb onto the platform as the drum roll begins. The first 
clears her throat and spreads out her notes; the second 
loosens his shoulders and stretches one rosin-soled foot to 
test the taut rope. Then both step out into the air, trusting 
everything they have done to prepare for this moment as 
they surrender themselves to it, counting now on something 
beyond themselves to help them do what they love and fear 
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what is going on in the life of the 
body of Christ and what is going on in individual lives. 
Preaching is not an isolated activity, but is interwoven and 
interrelated with everything else that is happening together 
in ministry. 

And preaching is about transformation-for both the 
preacher and the congregation . I think one of the reasons I 
enjoy preaching so much is that I am changed by every 
sermon I craft and every sermon I preach. I never know 
where the sermon is going to go until it is finished. I may 
begin with a strong idea of what I want the sermon to 
say-but it very often ends up in a totally different zip 
code. And after many frustrating experiences, I have 
learned to stop fighting it. 

In the words of preaching professor Thomas Long, the 
sermon is not what is written on paper. It is what is spoken 
and heard in Ch ri st's name. ~ 

Christy Waltersdorff is pastor of York Center Church of the Breth ren in Lombard, Ill. 



Confessions of a (Brethren) trial lawyer 
by Jana Carter 

e won. One by one, the jurors affirma
tively answered the judge's question: 

"Is that your true and correct verdict?" 
Stunned and relieved, we left the courtroom. 

This verdict was a long time in coming. The 
underlying events of the case had occurred in 

1997 and 1998. It was now 2001. This case would not be 
over, finally, until all appeals had been exhausted in 2006, 
nearly 10 years after the dispute had begun. 

My client was the only African-American woman in her 
medical school class. She was the only female and African
American surgeon in her residency program at a prestigious 
university. The diminutive doctor was committed to serving 
the underserved. And she eventually found her way to the 
state of California's behemoth prison system, where she 
compassionately treated California's incarcerated felons. 

The case was a typical dispute that boiled down to whether 

California's prison agency had mistreated the doctor because 
she was African-American. The jury found that it had. 

I had gone to law school to do just this. Right wrongs. Fight 
injustice. Further the struggle for civil and human rights. 

Why, then, was I not loving every minute of this victory? 
That riddle took me several more years to solve. The 

answer, I came to learn, was that my church had taught me 
something deeper than this kind of justice-something 
beyond "justice" itself. Deep inside, I knew that the "oppres
sors" were God's children, too. And for his children, God 
seeks not punishment and retribution, but redemption, heal
ing, and reconciliation. 

This was a truth that had been instilled in me practically at 
birth. I first learned this lesson as a child in my home church, 
the La Verne Church of the Brethren. I learned it from my 
father, an ordained Brethren minister. I learned it from my 
grandmother, who had married a Brethren minister and lived 
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in India as a missionary for years. 
As a result, unconditional love was an idea that always 

appealed to me-in theory. 
But as a young activist and attorney, the concept seemed 

inapplicable when it came to the George Bushes, the racists, 
homophobes, and others who held "clearly" offensive views 
or who committed hurtful and oppressive acts. I knew that 
these people often considered themselves "good" people or 
even Christians. But I considered them hypocrites. And I 
directed my anger toward them-unable to muster the com
passion and love I accused them of lacking. 

My 20-something self far preferred assuming my place in 
the righteous fight against the (white) oppressor. I fought 
this fight in college, after the (white) jury acquitted the 
(white) men who violently beat Rodney King as if he'd 
been carrying a cross himself. I fought this fight in law 
school , when the state of California implemented a law that 
prohibited the universities from using affirmative action in 
admissions, and I found myself in the first class admitted 
to law school under this new regime. My class contained 
only one African-American student and nine Latino stu
dents. The rest of the 270 students were either Asian or, 

more often than not, white. So I fought hard for more fair
ness and inclusion. 

And yet, fighting the good fight still felt like ... fighting. 
And something about fighting itself-even for a "good 
cause"-felt inauthentic and unsatisfying to me. As I pur
sued "justice," too many questions remained unanswered. 

How could I overcome violence when I perpetrate a form 
of violence on others through my own judgment, my right
eousness, my elitism? How can we, as a church community 
participating in a "Decade to Overcome Violence," over
come violence in our own lives when we cannot (or will 
not) understand our own sisters and brothers who dare to 
differ with us on subjects such as homosexuality, evangel
ism, or some other divisive issue newly reported in the 
Messenger? We are nearly three- quarters of the way 
through our "Decade to Overcome Violence." How are we 
doing so far? Have we made progress in convincing the 
Israelis and Palestinians to give up their beliefs about their 
(and our) holy land and join in peaceful rejoicing together 
as children of God/ Yahweh/ Allah? Have I done my part? 

Several years after the jury's verdict in favor of my doctor 
client, I decided that litigating cases against "the oppres-
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sor" was not my true calling. I turned within and began lis
tening, praying, meditating, reflect ing. And after several 
months, I chose to change course and start down a new 
path; I began my studies to become a mediator. 

In the process of learning this new approach to conflict 
resolution, I was shocked to rediscover much of the wis
dom of the peace church. In a formal sense, I was just get
ting professional instruction. But this "new" education left 
me powerfully reconnected to my deepest and oldest spiri
tual roots. 

As a result of these trainings, I was able to see with 
(re)new(ed) eyes why the litigation process leaves so much 
pain and frustration in its wake. The reason arises from a 
fundamental law of the Creator's universe. Einstein, 
through his famous formulations (including e=mc2), helped 
popularize the idea that energy is never created or 
destroyed; it simply takes different forms. As a mediator, I 
have come to see that this concept holds true not only in 
the world of physical energy. It is also true for human emo
tional energy. 

Emotional energy plays an undeniable role in most con
flict, whether it turns violent or not. Therefore to prevent 

neighbors from taking a gun and shooting each other over 
stolen cows, wives, or improperly placed fences, human 
society created a conduit for the energy of conflict. We call 
that conduit the "legal" system or "justice" system. This 
system has successfully provided a channel for the energy 
of conflict to flow in a way that almost guarantees a "non
violent" outcome, to great success. As a result, we are able 
to resolve disputes, for the most part, without reaching for 
our guns. But there is a downside; forcing all of that energy 
through the court system, with its impersonal and adver
sarial process, also creates unwanted byproducts. These 
byproducts include "justice" for the wealthy and, rarely, 
the disenfranchised; costly court procedures that consume 
unbelievable resources; entrenchment of the parties into 
conflicting roles and positions; unsatisfying results, even 
for those who "win." 

By way of analogy, I can compare the shortcomings of 
our "justice system" to the flaws in today's energy system. 
Human society has extracted the power inherent in oil and 
coal to accelerate the rise of a mighty, modern civilization. 
But putting powerful energy sources through a "drill, mine, 
and burn" system also creates many negative environmen-



tal byproducts. Those costs are starting to add up in the form 
of pollution, respiratory ailments, and even global warming. 
Therefore, the time has come for us to evolve beyond our 
old energy system, and find cleaner, greener, and smarter 
ways to use the physical energy of the natural world. The 
switch to better energy technologies will open up a future 
that we can hardly imagine. 

B y the same token, as a civil rights trial attorney, I 
have experienced the impact of similar "negative 

byproducts" on myself, on my clients, on my opposing coun
sel, on the juries, on the judges, and in society as a whole. It 
all arises from the way the justice system handles human 
emotional energy. I believe that we are ready to create a new 
conduit that takes human emotional conflict and transforms 
it in a way that feeds, nurtures, and supports us, instead of 
depleting and disappointing us. By addressing the impact 
our legal system has on many of those who come into con
tact with it, I believe that a new opportunity exists to take the 
promise of nonviolent conflict resolution to a new level: one 
that minimizes both physical AND emotional violence. 

The model of mediation I am learning-the understanding
based model of mediation-is being implemented in interna
tional peace organizations like Search for Common Ground 
and community-based mediation centers. It carries the prom
ise of creating peace in ways we've forgotten are possible. 
The peace made possible through skilled mediation is not sim
ply about the absence of violence; peace through mediation 
leaves the participants with the experience of being profound
ly connected and related to another human being. The peace 
that is possible engenders compassion, love, and acceptance. 

By using this more wisdom-based technology for channel
ing human emotional energy, practitioners create a facilitat
ed dialogue where each participant has explicit permission to 
disagree. The primary goal is not reconciliation or even 
agreement, but rather authentic understanding of one anoth
er. When it works, mediation succeeds in producing genuine 
understanding, in which each participant feels seen, heard, 
and understood by the other. 

The openings that are created in this kind of work are 
profound for the participants. Solutions that participants 
never dreamed possible are invented together. New ways 
of relating that had been missing from marriages for years 
become possible. 

Does it sound too good to be true? Like something beyond 
belief? It's not. I've seen it. And in each of these small mira
cles, I believe I have caught a glimpse of something extraor
dinary: the possibility of an entire human society operating 
at a new level of evolution-strained inevitably by conflict, 
and yet practicing peace. Each quiet, interpersonal victory 
gives me hope and confidence in the human capacity to cre
ate a win-win society, one beyond our wildest imaginations. 

Perhaps more importantly, I have come to see mediation 
as more than just an alternative to traditional lawsuits. 

Med iation has become my ministry. It is the mechanism 
through which I can take the most profound teachings of t he 
peace church out into the messy, litigious confl icts of every
day life, helping people resolve their differences while avoid
ing both physical and emotional violence. By doing this 
work, I make Christ's example manifest in the world. 

Several weeks ago, the peace dove came to me in a dream. 
I usually don't dream, or, to be precise, I usually don't 
remember my dreams. But I was dreaming about a media
tion training I had recently attended. The trainer, Gary, had 
asked each of us to pick a work of art off the wall and talk 
about what drew us to the art. In my dream, each person 
began wandering around the room, contemplating the art on 
the walls, reflecting on what inspi red them about this piece 
or that. Everyone, that is, except me. I immediately found 
myself face-to-face with a picture of the peace dove carrying 
an olive branch. In my dream, I immediately got clear that 
mediation is my way to create peace in the world (a .k.a., 
"world peace"). It is my calling. And I hope that its appea l 
begins to call to more people in the peace church as a whole. 

But in thinking about what story we should tell the world in 
the 21st century, I don't presume to tell anyone else what to 
think or say. I can only offer the elements of the story that I 
am trying to "live into." 

First, each of us has within us both the prisoner and the 
prison guard-both of whom deserve love, both of whom 
need healing. Second, perpetrators were often victims first, 
and deserve our empathy and eventual forgiveness. Lastly, 
the highest aim of any process handling human emotion 
must not be to declare a loser and a winner, but to restore 
some sense of balance, peace, and harmony to those lives 
destabilized by the conflict itself. 

When we honor these truths while generating a wise chan
nel for the emotions of conflict, peace is truly possible. I 
have seen it with my own eyes. 

And that is the "good news" story that my peace church 
has inspired me to tell the whole world . li! 

Jana Carter practices law and mediation in Oakland, Calif., where she lives w ith her 

husband and son. 

Last year, Bethany Theological Seminary's Peace Studies 
Program, in partnership with MESSENGER, invited entries for an 
essay contest on the theme, "What story will a peace church 
tell the world? " It sought writing that would be both public 
and practical in its theological vision and voice. The two win
ning essays received a significant moneta ry award from 
Bethany's Baker Peace Fund and publication in this magazine. 
First prize went to David Lee Jones of Austin (Texas) 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary; his essay appeared in the 
September issue. Second prize went to Jana Carter of 
Oakland, Calif.; her essay is printed here. 
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early seven years ago, John Flory of 
Minneapolis heard two Honduran women 
tell their story. They had been fired from their 
jobs at an apparel plant in their country, a plant 

that produced blue jeans for Kohl's department stores. 
The reason: They had participated in efforts to organize a 

workers' union rallying for an increase in wages-from 10 
cents for each pair of jeans sewed to 20 cents per pair. The 
modest increase would hardly have been noticed by con
sumers, they reasoned, but would have made a dramatic dif
ference in the quality of the lives of the Honduran workers, 
who were barely able to survive on their meager earnings. 

Their story is not unlike that of many laborers in develop
ing countries-most of them women-who receive low 
wages under oppressive working conditions. Those who 
speak out against unfair labor practices often are fired and 
sometimes "blacklisted" by personnel managers at neigh
boring factories, leaving them ineligible for any local job. 

"It's particularly common in the production of apparel that 
there are significant labor abuses-it's very low pay for the peo
ple who are producing things we use every day," says Flory, 
the son of Rolland and Josephine Flory, former Brethren mis
sionaries to China and Ecuador. "I don't think any of us should 
rest easy benefiting from the exploitation of other people's 
labor, regardless of whether we're [intentionally] doing it." 

While shocking tales about abusive working conditions 
and child labor in sweatshop factories in deveioping 

by Karen Doss Bowman 

ers, often providing financial and technical support. 
"For laborers, fair trade provides work with dignity and a 

living income," says David Radcliff, director of New 
Community Project in Elgin, Ill. "It is an alternative to what 
I call the 'economics of desperation'-jobs that provide 
some meager income but at the cost of a worker's dignity, 
health and safety, and/or economic well-being." 

The Honduran women's story inspired Flory, a staff mem
ber for a non-profit business development organization, to 
take action. Two years after hearing that presentation, he 
and his wife, Becky, launched North Country Fair Trade, a 
Minnesota-based company that shares ownership with two 
cooperatives-COMAMNUVI (Nueva Vida/ "New Life") in 
Nicaragua and Maquiladora Dignidad y Justicia (Dignity and 
Justice Assembly Plant) in Mexico-and markets and distrib
utes their products in the United States for a fair price. The 
venture has dramatically improved these workers' incomes, 
which are still extremely low by American standards. 

The concept of fair trade isn't new to the Church of the 
Brethren. The denomination first became involved in 
organized fair trade efforts in 1949, when SERRV (Sales 
Exchange for Refugee Rehabilitation and Vocation) was 
established to help European refugees recover from the 
economic and social devastation of World War II. The 
Brethren imported wooden cuckoo clocks from Germany to 
sell throughout the United States. 

Over time, more hand-crafted products were added, and 

THE HONDURAN WOMEN'S STORY INSPIRED JOHN. TWO YEARS AFTER 
HEARING THAT PRESENTATION, HE AND HIS WIFE, BECKY, LAUNCHED 
NORTH COUNTRY FAIR TRADE, A MINNESOTA-BASED COMPANY THAT 
SHARES OWNERSHIP WITH TWO COOPERATIVES. THE VENTURE HAS 
DRAMATICALLY IMPROVED THESE WORKERS' INCOMES ... 

nations have been widely reported, the concept of "fair 
trade" is less familiar. According to the Fair Trade 
Federation, "Fair trade is a system of exchange that seeks 
to create greater equity and partnership in the international 
system ." Companies guided by fair trade principles pay fair 
wages in a local context; they respect the cultural identity 
of their suppliers; they promote environmental sustainabili
ty; and they develop long-term relationships with suppli-
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by 1981 products were being imported from 35 developing 
countries. SERRV International became an independent 
non-profit in 1999, but its operations center is still located 
on the campus of the Brethren Service Center in New 
Windsor, Md., according to Jessica King, SERRV's public 
relations and web coordinator. King estimates that more 
than 1,000 Church of the Brethren members volunteer for 
SERRV each year, nine Brethren congregations volunteer 
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on a monthly basis, and a long-term Brethren Volunteer 
Service worker is based at the New Windsor site. 

In recent years, various Brethren organizations and individ
uals have made concerted efforts to buy and sell fair trade 
products, especially apparel and coffee. The Florys of North 
Country Fair Trade have provided T-shirts, sweat shirts, and 
tote bags for Brethren Press, Brethren Disaster Ministries, 
and various church youth groups. According to Brethren 
Press executive director Wendy McFadden, Brethren Press 
has sold mostly sweatshop-free clothing at the past two 
National Youth Conferences and at Annual Conference. 

"[Buying fair trade] is a form of mission, and it's a form 
of development," McFadden says. "It's letting our money 
support our values." 

The Brethren Witness/Washington Office administers the 
Church of the Brethren Coffee Project, in which 134 Brethren 
congregations participate, according to Phil Jones, director of 
the office. Through a partnership with Equal Exchange, a dis
tributor of fair trade foods, the congregations sell the coffee as 
fundraisers or to boost their general budgets, or to serve dur
ing coffee hours and other social events. Three percent of the 
sales generated through the program are given back to the 
Witness/Washington Office to 
support other fair trade ven
tures. 

Brethren delegates at the 
2008 Annual Conference unan
imously passed a resolution 
reaffirming the denomina
tion's opposition to slavery, 
first articulated at the Brethren 
Annual Meeting of 1782. In 
keeping with this position, 
Jones says, Brethren should 

A shop on the Brethren Service 
Center campus in New Windsor, 
Md., offers a variety of SERRV's 

fair trade goods. 

educate themselves about where the products they pur
chase are coming from, who's producing them, and what 
value is placed on the welfare of the workers. In doing so, 
Jones says, "We are helping to lessen the dynamics of 
modern-day slavery. 

"It's a justice issue, and we always try to keep in front of 
churches the fact that we need to look at and be aware of 
how we participate in the global economy," Jones adds. 
"It's all connected back to our faith that we really take seri
ously what Jesus said about loving our neighbor as our
selves. That means we make choices to make su re that our 
neighbors are better loved." 

There are some potential downsides to fair trade, says New 
Community Project's Radcliff. Importing products from far 
away increases the use of fossil fuel energy, and purchasing 
too many non-essential products is contrary to the Brethren 
ideal of simple living, he says. Fair trade producers may be too 
dependent on international buyers to sustain their enterprises 
and unprepared in the face of market changes. Additionally, 
Radcliff says, "If purchasing fair trade makes us feel that we've 
done our part to bring justice to our struggling neighbors, then 
that's a problem. What they really need is economic justice, 
and fair trade is only a small step in that direction." 

For employees of Dignidad y Justicia in Piedras Negras, 
economic justice has improved as their wages have sur
passed Mexico's poverty level. Alma, a production manag
er at the cooperative, is a 40-something single mother who 

could not afford to move out of her 
mother's house, Flory says. Recently, 
however, she finally was able to pur
chase her own home. 

"It has been a challenge for all of us 
involved in this project to build a busi
ness," Flory says. "But for me, the sacri- · 
fices involved are worth it as I see the 
glow of pride in Alma's eyes that she has 
become a homeowner as a result of t he 
sales of T-shirts generated . . . as Dignidad 
y Justicia has built up a customer base of 
socially conscious consumers. " li! 

Karen Doss Bowman is a freelance w riter based in 

Bridgewater, Va. She is a member of Sunrise Church of 

the Breth ren in Harrisonburg . 
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2 Corinthians 
The ministry of reconciliation 

n .. , p,obably w.-ote 2 
rc:rinthians in Macedonia after 
leaving Ephesus (56 CE; see Acts 20:1-
2). There are several letter sections 
assembled in 1 Corinthians and 2 
Corinthians. The reader can see the vari
ous sections, but cannot easily determine 
why they occur in their present order. 

We can only say that Paul wrote them to 
the church in Corinth as well as to nearby 
Christians in Achaia (1:1). "Reconciliation" 
dominates the writing of this letter. 
Apparently Paul offended someone in the 
Corinthian church and wishes to make 
amends. He considered a return visit 
(1:13-2:11), but decided against it. Perhaps 
he doubted his ability to reconcile face to 
face (10:7-11), and, given his authority, he 
might force an agreement rather than 
actually reconcile the situation (1:23-24). 
By changing his mind about the visit he 
realizes it will appear to the Corinthians 
that he has flip-flopped (1:17-18). While he 
admits that possibility, he wants them to 
know that God is not a flip-flopper. In 
Jesus Christ "every one of God's promis
es is a 'Yes'" (1:20). 

Paul then reflects on the ways recon
ciliation could occur: 

1. The sweet smell of the faith 
community (2:14-17). In a very unusu
al analogy (appearing only once in the 
Bible) he says the people of God have 
an aroma for those who are perishing to 
smell and be saved. For those who are 
unfaithful the smell is the stink of death. 

2. A treasure in clay jars (4:1-12). 
Clay jars for those in the Mediterranean 
world were about like plastic jars for us. 
They were used extensively for holding 
oil, water, grain, and other frequently 
needed foods. A treasure belonged in a 
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box hidden in the owner's house or field 
(Matt. 13:44). The faith community car
ries its treasure (the reconciling news 
about Jesus) in a clay jar, so anyone 
could have access to it. 

3. Ambassadors for Christ (5: 11-
21 ). In this great, inspiring passage, Paul 
defines the role of reconcilers for Christ. 
In verse 16 he tells us how he knew 
Christ, but unfortunately we can't quite 
be certain what he means. He says as 
Christians we no longer regard anyone 

by Graydon F. Snyder 

from a strictly human point of view. And 
though he once knew Christ from a 
human point of view (Greek: "in the 
flesh"), he doesn't any longer. Did Paul 
actually see Jesus (in the flesh) before 
the crucifixion, but now thinks of Jesus 
as the resurrected Lord? Or does he 
mean his conversion has altered his 
rational mind in such a way that he sees 
Jesus, and everyone, from a spiritual 
perspective? In any case the old has 
passed away and, like Paul, we are a 



2 CORINTHIANS: A CLOSER LOOK 
Author and location: The apostle Paul wrote this letter about 56 CE from Macedonia {see Acts 20:1-2) to the church in 
Corinth and nearby Christians. 

Well known verse: "All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry 
of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 
and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal 
through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God." 

new creation. God has reconciled us 
through Christ and has given each of us 
the ministry of reconciliation. Paul then 
speaks of us as ambassadors for Christ. 
An ambassador represents the ruler and 
even has the authority to make decisions 
on behalf of the ruler. What a powerful 
simile for us as Christians! Each one has 
been entrusted with the message and 
ministry of reconciliation {v.19). 

4 . Giving of our resources (9:1-
15). As God has given us a gift {v. 15), 
so we give to others. To be known as 
people who share signals a reconciling 
mindset {vv. 12-13). So we find here 
such well known aphorisms as "God 
loves a cheerful giver" {v. 7b). 

In chapters 10-13 the scene changes. 
In 10:1-11 he still seems to be reflecting 
on the personal conflict and how the 
use of his letters might reconcile the 
offended leader as well as the congrega
tion (10:10-11). But in 10:12 he begins to 
defend the nature of his apostolic 
authority. 

Some opponents of Paul have slipped 
into the Corinthian church and have 
challenged his authority. We cannot 
identify these "super-apostles"; we do 
not know where they came from 
(though see Acts 15:5); and we are not 
certain why they follow the trail of Paul 
{see Gal. 3:1; 4:17; 5:7). Nonetheless, 
Paul says he has suffered for Christ 
more than any of them (12:11-13). 
Furthermore, he was called to be an 
apostle when Christ appeared to him on 
the way to Damascus (12:1-10). Despite 
all of these signs of authority, Paul still 
has a serious problem: a thorn in the 
flesh was given him (12:7-9). We have 
no idea what the thorn was {Ongoing 
fam ily problems? An incurable dis-

ease?). In any case, the Lord would not 
take it away but responded in this way 
to Paul's prayer: "Power is made perfect 
in weakness." 

Willing to encounter both the super
apostles and the offended person, now 
{perhaps?) reconciled, Paul will go to 
Corinth for a third time (13:1). He is con
fident that Christ, the divine Reconciler, 
is with them and with him. As a mark of 

Care for the caregivers! 
Your gifts to Bethany 
support persons preparing to serve 
Christ and the church 
in a variety of ministries. 

reconcil iation he asks them to greet 
each other with a holy kiss {13:12). E.! 

Graydon F. Snyder is a member of Chicago First Church 

of the Brethren and a former faculty member of Bethany 

Theological Seminary. 

MESSENGER's "Journey through the Word" series wi ll 

provide a brief overview of a different book (or books) of 

the Bible each month through December 2009. Coming 

in November: Galatians, by Rick Gardner. 

A CONTINUING 
TESTIMONY 
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National conference in Colorado centers on worship 

urrounded by the peaks of the Rocky Mountains, 
130 young adults and staff worshiped, con

versed, and enjoyed the outdoors at this year's 
Church of the Brethren National Young Adult 
Conference (NYAC) in Estes Park, Colo. 

The schedule was built around worship, with morning and 
evening celebrations on the theme "Come to the Mountain: 
Guidance for the Journey" each day of the Aug. 11-15 event. 
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story and photos by Walt Wiltschek 

Leaders for those times included a mix of young adults and 
denominational staff, each addressing a key word such as 
"honesty," "credibility," or "grace." 

Several of the speakers looked at issues currently con
fronting Brethren. Videographer Dave Sollenberger of 
Annville, Pa., highlighted both examples of faithfulness and 
credibility in the church and places where the church has 
come up short. "It's very easy to buy into the lies our culture 

has taught us," Sollenberger said. 
Thursday evening, in a drizzly outdoor service, On Earth 

Peace peace witness coordinator Matt Guynn looked at the 
conflict and differences that exist among Brethren, He sug
gested that the "push-pul!" process can be dynamic and 
healthy, moving the church out of being "stuck" and stag
nant. "We in the church need to engage in the push and the 
pull together," said Guynn, who also spoke at the closing 
service. 

Thomas Dowdy, pastor of Imperial Heights Church of the 
Brethren in Los Angeles, issued a challenge in his 
Wednesday evening message: "I'm excited about Jesus. I'm 
excited about what he can do," Dowdy said. "You want this 
church to move forward? Make sure you're doing the will of 



God .... Allow the spirit of God to move 
in you like it has never moved before." 

Kayla Camps, a young adult leader 
from Florida, shared a similar sentiment 
Tuesday morning as she discussed 
integrity. "The more of God we have in 
our everyday choices, the more just our 
society will become," she said. Laura 
Stone, another young adult speaker who 
is currently volunteering in 
Massachusetts, asked, "How will you be 
a witness to truth and to God?" 

The young adult participants delved 
further into some of those issues and 
questions in a variety of workshops and commun ity group 
times. Topics ranged from media and ministry to more contro
versial issues in the church, such as homosexuality and bibli
ca l interpretation. Staff from numerous Brethren agencies also 
shared about their work. 

General secretary Stan Noffsinger urged the young adults to 
stretch themselves and the denomination. "I hope you'll be 
ready to share your voice with the church," he said, before 
leading the group in a time of commissioning and prayer. 

Less structured times included opportunities for salsa dancing, 
ultimate frisbee, volleyball, hiking, roller skating, and other 
options at the host YMCA of the Rockies. Several dozen people 
took part in service projects one afternoon, assisting with tasks 
such as staining fences and pulling invasive thistles. Late
evening open mic sessions offered abundant music and laughter. 

A week-long national event was last offered four years ago, 
with briefer weekend conferences offered for young adults in 
the intervening years. Attendance at this year's conference was 
about half that of the 2004 NYAC; the late-summer date and 
higher travel costs were cited as possible factors. 

Bekah Houff, a Brethren Volunteer Service worker in the 
Church of the Brethren Youth/Young Adult Ministry office, 
served as coordinator for the conference with the help of the 
Young Adult Steering Committee. Jim Chinworth and Becky 
Ullom were worship coordinators, and Shawn Kirchner provid
ed musical leadership. nJ 

Walt Wi ltschek is editor of MESSENGER . He led the Thursday morning worship at National 
Young Adult Conference. 

Jason Haldeman 
acts out a scrip
ture during an 
NYAC worship. 

Elizabeth Keller, left, is anointed by 
Meagan Harlow and Monica Rice. 

Brothers Matt, 
left, and Ben 
Detrick wowed 
NYACwith a 
spirited open 
mic night 
violin duo. 

Some NYAC_ 
participants 
assisted at a 
number of serv
ice projects. At 
left, Vanessa Fry 
stains a fence. 
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Denomination continues 
slow membership decline 

First the good news: Membership in the 
Church of the Brethren dropped by a 
smaller amount in 2007 that in either of 
the previous two years, down a net 1,562 
members to a total of 125,964 in the US 
and Puerto Rico. And the denomination's 
smallest district, Missouri/Arkansas, had 
the largest percentage gain, adding a net 
of six new members to grow to 555 (up 
1.09 percent). 

Three other districts-Shenandoah (net 
gain of 46 members), Middle 
Pennsylvania (31 ), and West Marva (22)
reported smaller gains in the past year. 

The overall decline of 1.22 percent, 
however, continues a trend dating to the 
early 1960s. Most "mainline" denomina-

tions in the United States have experi
enced similar trends. 

Statistics are from data collected 
annually by the Church of the Brethren 
Yearbook published by Brethren Press. 
The figures do not include Church of the 
Brethren membership in other countries, 
including Nigeria, the Dominican 
Republic, Haiti, Brazil, and India. 

Of the other 19 US districts, the largest 
losses came elsewhere in Pennsylvania 
and the West. Western Plains had the 
largest numerical decline, with a net loss of 
307 members. Five other districts
Western Pennsylvania (down 182), Oregon/ 
Washington (174), Illinois/Wisconsin (172), 
Atlantic Northeast (149), and Southern 
Pennsylvania (121)-had triple-digit 
net losses. 

As a percentage, Oregon/Washington's 

decline was the largest, at 13.4 percent, 
followed by three other western dis
tricts: Western Plains (a net loss of 8.53 
percent), Idaho (6.92 percent), and 
Northern Plains (3.11 percent) . 

The numbers of congregations, fellow
ships, and projects were all lower at the 
end of 2007. Congregations decreased by 
four, to 1,006; fellowships dropped from 
39 to 37; and projects from 15 to 12. Total 
reported average weekly worship atten
dance fell by nearly 2,500 from the year 
before, to 61,125, and the number of bap
tisms in 2007 dropped sharply, to 1,380. 

Updated Yearbook figures are based 
on data provided by congregations that 
turn in statistical reports. In 2007, 64.5 
percent of the congregations reported, 
slightly less than in most previous years; 
68.7 percent reported in 2006. 

Brethren culminate anniversary 
with celebration in Schwarzenau 

of the international celebration of the 300th anniversary of 
the Brethren movement and the 2008 Brethren World 
Assembly held Aug. 2-3. The first group of eight Brethren 
were baptized in the Eder River in Schwarzenau in 1708. "Welcome home. Welcome to Schwarzenau ! " 

The words were spoken by Bodo Huster, mayor of the vil
lage of Schwarzenau, Germany, and a council member for the 
larger region, welcoming more than 600 guests to the place 
where the Brethren movement was founded 300 years ago. 

Huster made the remarks at the unveiling of a plaque com
memorating the friendship between the Brethren and the 
community of Schwarzenau. "We are proud of the fact that 
this small community is the parent of your large communi
ty," he said. "This plaque is a wonderful sign of friendship. 
It's very durable, but I think the friendship of the Brethren and 
Schwarzenau will be of longer term." 

The unveiling of the plaque was a highlight of the first day 
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Those visiting Schwarzenau for the occasion represented most 
of the Brethren denominations descended from that group. 
Numerous tour buses-as many as 14, according to organizers
arrived loaded with tour groups mostly from the United States. A 
group of five leaders representing Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria ) 
(the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria) also attended, along With 
residents of Schwarzenau and other parts of Germany. C 

Events began with opportunities to look around the village and 
visit places of special interest for Brethren, including the small 
Alexander Mack Museum that features displays and historical 
items related to the original Brethren and their faith descendants. 

Pictorial lectures on the early Brethren were given by Nevin 
Dulabaum, who recently became president of Brethren 
Benefit Trust. A hymn sing titled "Singing for Understanding 
Between the Nations," led by Karl-Heinz Wenzel, took place at 
the village's Manor House. Meals were served under a large 
tent. 

The first day closed with an evening concert in the Riding 
Hall, temporarily converted from a horse-riding arena to a 
meeting hall for the festivities. Four choirs performed, 
including the McPherson (Kan.) College Choir. 

Close to 1,000 people gathered for the second day, high
lighted by a unique Sunday morning service with preaching 
by Fredric G. Miller Jr., pastor of Mount Olive Brethren 
Church in Pineville, Va ., and James Beckwith, 2008 moderator 
of the Church of the Brethren Annual Conference and pastor 
of Annville (Pa.) Church of the Brethren. 

Prayers, litanies, and scriptures were read by representa
tives of five of the six major Brethren bodies: the Church of 
the Brethren, Brethren Church, Old German Baptist Brethren 

A crowd gathers around a ceremony in Schwarzenau 
as a plaque is unveiled by the Eder River. 



Annual Conference Council 
holds its final meeting 

The Annual Conference Council met for 
the final time on Aug. 18 at the Brethren 
Service Center in New W indsor, Md. 

As of Sept. 1, the council has been dis
solved and its functions transferred to the 
new denominational Leadership Team of the 
Church of the Brethren. General secretary 
Stan Noffsinger joined the council's mem
bers at the meeting to begin the transition to 
the Leadership Team. The Leadership Team 
includes Annual Conference moderator 
David Shumate and moderator-elect Shawn 

bers of the Implementation Committee 
expressing appreciation for their work in 
designing the new Church of the Brethren 
structure. It also encouraged Conference 
officers to discuss how Standing Committee 
may receive training for handling appeals, 
and it directed letters to be sent to both 
Brethren Benefit Trust staff and Church of 
the Brethren staff encouraging them to give 
attention to the suggestions made in the 
Resolution on Ministers' Medical Crisis. 

for the denomination, updating the 
Church of the Brethren bylaws, updating 
the Manual of Organization and Polity, 
and deciding how appeals related to 
Program and Arrangements Committee 
guidelines will be handled in the future. 

As its last function, the group conducted a 
performance review for Annual Conference 
executive director Lerry Fogle, enthusiasti
cally affirming his work. Noffsinger shared 
with the council that the hiring of an execu
tive to replace Fogle when he retires on Dec. 
5, 2009, will be handled by the Human 
Resources process of the Church of the 
Brethren. The plan includes having a new 
executive in place in time to receive on-the
job training at the 2009 Annual Conference. 

The council discussed a number of mat
ters to pass on to the Leadership Team, 
including the coordination of envisioning 

Flory Replogle, Annual Conference secretary 
Fred Swartz, and Noffsinger. 

The council conducted its usual follow-up 
on the actions of the 2008 Annual 
Conference and authorized a letter to mem-

Church, Dunkard Brethren Church, and 
the Fellowship of Grace Brethren 
Churches (the representative from the 
sixth major body, the Conservative Grace 
Brethren Churches International, was 
unable to be present). 

Miller dropped a 300-year-old German 
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coin, made in 1708, into a small glass bowl set on the podi
um and asked the congregation to listen for the echoes of its 
fall. "Hear the echo of a church that was formed here 300 
years ago. I believe God is well pleased when he sees the 
results of the work of the Brethren," he said. "We are 300 
years young and still feel the passion for mission." 

Beckwith preached a sermon titled, "Shaped by the Love 
Feast." The love feast "makes us appreciate the gritty needs 
of the world," he said, with its requirement for self examina
tion, and the act of footwashing that makes so many people 
uncomfortable. "It still expresses faithfully the love and care 
of belonging in God's family," he said. 

In an afternoon session, keynote speaker Marcus Meier
research fellow at the Institute for European History in Mainz, 
and a German academic authority on the early history of the 
Brethren-outlined in great detail the influence of Pietism 
and Anabaptism on the early Brethren. The baptisms in 
Schwarzenau are "the primal seal for the today many
branched Brethren movement," he said. 

The two-day celebration was planned and sponsored by the 
board of the Brethren Encyclopedia Inc., along with the 
Heritage Club of Schwarzenau and a Schwarzenau committee. 
"The people of Schwarzenau (population 800) have been tire-

A DVD titled "Back to Schwarzenau: Celebrating 
300 Years of the Brethren Movement," produced for 
the Brethren Encyclopedia Board by David Sollenberger provides 
an overview of the international celebration of the 300th anniver
sary held in Schwarzenau. Order for $29.95 from Brethren 
Encyclopedia, Inc., 313 Fairview Ave., Ambler, PA 19002. 

Brethren gather samples of the Eder 
River waters in Schwarzenau. 

less" in their preparations for the 
anniversary, said Dale Ulrich, a 
member of the board who served as 
primary coordinator for the logistics 
of the event. 

A short gathering for worship at the 
river closed the day's events. People 

gathered on both sides of the Eder River and on the bridge over 
the river to participate in a time of hymns and prayers led by a 
group of Old German Baptist Brethren. A brief meditation was 
brought by Michael Miller, a member of the Encyclopedia 
Board representing the Old German Baptist Brethren. 

To the Brethren, Miller offered this blessing: "May we go 
with the same joy, peace, and hope that those eight people 
had 300 years ago . . .. Our prayer is that 300 yea rs from now, 
we will all stand together again in the kingdom of God."
Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford 

Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford is director of News Services for the Church of the 
Brethren and attended the celebration in Schwarzenau. 

PEACE FEST IN MARBURG 
Members of Lutheran Pfarrkirche St. Marien and the Marburg 
Peace Initiative hosted a Peace Fest Aug. 1 for Brethren 
attending the 300th anniversary celebrations in Germany. The 
program focused on the history and progression of Church of 
the Brethren work in Europe from the post-war period to the 
present. More than 200 Brethren were joined by representa
tives of partner organizations for peace that the Brethren 
helped found after World War II. 

Ken Rogers, a professor at Manchester College in North 
Manchester, Ind., introduced the evening's speakers, noting 
that Christians had been gathering in this location in Marburg 
for 900 years. Speakers included author Ken Kreider, former 
European Brethren Service director Dale Ott, and Angela 
Koenig, director of Eirene International Christian Service fo r 
Peace, a Brethren Volunteer Service partner that celebrated 
its 50th anniversary this summer.-Myrna Frantz 
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Children's Disaster Services aids 
families affected by hurricane 

While the rest of the country was prepar
ing for Labor Day barbeques, Children's 
Disaster Services pre-positioned volun
teers to care for those affected by 
Hurricane Gustav. Eighteen child care vol
unteers traveled to Louisiana to set up 
services in American Red Cross shelters. 

The volunteers arrived in Shreveport, 
La., on Aug. 31, and by Sept. 1 began car
ing for children who had fled the storm 
with their families. The program set up 
child care centers in four "super shelters" 
for those fleeing Gustav, two in Louisiana 
and two in Mississippi. 

Meanwhile, Brethren Disaster Ministries 
(BDM) staff at the Hurricane Katrina 
rebuilding project in Chalmette, La., heed
ed evacuation orders, but first battened 
down the hatches at the volunteer house 
in Arabi. The group packed up BDM 
equipment and hauled it to McComb, 
Miss., for temporary shelter. Project lead
ers John and Mary Mueller and Steve 
Keim evacuated to Atlanta, and were 
expected to be able to return to 
Chalmette in early September. Brethren 
Volunteer Service worker Amy Fishburn 
was reassigned to the Brethren Disaster 
Ministries project site in Rushford, Minn., 
for the remainder of her term. 

The good news was that the Chalmette 
area was not flooded by Hurricane 
Gustav, reported Zach Wolgemuth, asso
ciate director of Brethren Disaster 
Ministries. 

• Donald R. Booz has resigned as Mid
Atlantic District executive effective Nov. 
21 in order to accept the call as district 
executive minister for Pacific Southwest 
District beginning in December. Booz 
has served Mid-Atlantic since 2000; pre
viously he served in pastorates at 
McPherson (Kan.) and Winter Park (Fla.) 
and as district executive of Florida and 
Puerto Rico (now Atlantic Southeast). He 
is a graduate of Shippensburg State 
University, Bethany Theological 
Seminary, and Chicago Theological 
Seminary. Booz and his wife, Cindy, will 
relocate to the La Verne, Calif., area in 

- Messe,gec Octobec 2008 

late November. 
• Beth Gunzel on July 24 completed 

four years as consultant to the Church of 
the Brethren's Micro-loan Community 
Development Program in the Dominican 
Republic. The ministry reaches 19 commu
nities with 500 loans for economic devel
opment. She recently began transitioning 
the program to Dominican leadership. 

• Nancy Miner began serving as 
manager in the Office of the Associate 
General Secretary of Ministry and 
Program/Executive Director of the 
Caring Ministries Sept. 1. She had 
worked for the Association of Brethren 
Caregivers as administrative assistant 

since May 2004. Previously she served 
in several positions with Brethren 
Benefit Trust. Miner is a member of 
Highland Avenue Church of the 
Brethren, Elgin, Ill. 

• David Whitten has resigned as the 
Church of the Brethren's mission coordina
tor in Nigeria effective at the end of 2008. 
He has served in the position since sum
mer 2006. He and his wife, Judith, plan to 
explore other ministry opportunities. 

• Michigan District executive Marie 
Willoughby announced her retirement, 
effective Feb. 14, during district confer
ence in August. Willoughby has served 
as executive for seven years. 



ONCAMPUS 
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.) 

Bridgewater alumnus and board of 
trustees member G. Steven Agee, who 
has been a Virginia Supreme Court jus
tice, was sworn in as one of 11 judges on 
the United States Court of Appeals for 
the Fourth Circuit (based in Richmond, 
Va.) on July 2 . ... The Princeton Review 
selected Bridgewater as one of 139 insti
tutions it recommends in its "Best in the 
Southeast" online listings. 

Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.) 

Elizabethtown's Young Center for Anabap
tist and Pietist Studies on Sept. 16 present
ed a free public lecture by Joe Wampler, 
titled "Behind the Lines: Brethren Service 
and the Sino-Japanese War." 

Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.) 

Richard Mahoney, who has spent the last 
four years as visiting professor for the 
New York University Stern School 
Program at the Universidad de Palermo in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, has been hired 
as the director of Juniata's Baker Institute 
of Peace and Conflict Studies and 
Elizabeth Evans Baker Professor of Peace 
and Conflict Studies. He is an author and 
filmmaker and served four years as 
Secretary of State for Arizona in the 1990s. 

University of La Verne (La Verne, Calif.) 

Ibrahim "Abe" Helou began July 1 as the 
new dean of La Verne's College of 
Business & Public Management. Helou, 
originally from Lebanon, has been a mem
ber of the La Verne faculty since 1993 ... . 
Professor Jonathan L. Reed of the 
Department of Religion and Philosophy 
was featured this summer in The Christian 
Century. The four-page interview dealt 
with the relationship between archaeology 
and the New Testament. 

Manchester College (North Manchester, Ind.) 

Manchester College and the Manchester 
Fellowship of Reconciliation are among 
organizations partnering in an "Iraqi 
Student Project" to bring to the US 
15 Iraqi students who have been unable 
to pursue their education due to the war. 
Hajer Dlame began studying computer 
science at Manchester this fall. 

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.) 

On May 25, 128 graduates received their 
diplomas. In honor of the 300th anniver
sary of the Church of the Brethren, 
Eugene Roop, president emeritus of 
Bethany Theological Seminary, delivered 
the commencement address. 

Youth make their mark on Richmond 

Brethren participated in a range of service activities over the course of this 
year's Annual Conference in Richmond, Va., a way to celebrate the Church of 
the Brethren's long history of service. In just a few days, Brethren put in 925 
hours of service. 

Among those efforts, the third- through fifth-graders and the junior high 
youth spent time cleaning up the schools and neighborhoods of two hous
ing projects: Fairfield and Whitcomb courts . The senior highs spent some 
time cleaning up Belle Isle, a state park on the James River. 

Tom Langston of State College, Pa., who volunteered as a leader for the sen
ior high group, observed: "We took 160 volunteers to Belle Island. There, with 
the directions of the staff, we collected litter and separated it into trash and 
recycling. I enjoyed the project, and we collected about 90 bags of trash and 
40 bags of recycling. Belle Isle looked much cleaner after our morning there." 

Two younger volunteers mentioned that even though it rained on them, 
their group still had a good time cleaning up the housing projects. Perhaps 
that is what makes the Church of the Brethren unique: not just that we 
decided to make service an integral part of our 300th anniversary celebra
tion, but that we do celebrate through service.-Karen Duhai 

Karen Duhai is a member of Bedford (Pa.) Church of the Brethren. She is currently doing Brethren 
Volunteer Service in Northern Ireland. 

Justin Hollenberg 

Bits and pieces 

• Nov. 2 is designated as National Junior High Sunday for the denomina
tion. Resources are available at www.brethren.org/genbd/yya. 

• Emily LaPrade and Meghan Horne began serving in the Church of the 
Brethren Youth/Young Adult Ministries office in August as coordinators of the 
2009 workcamp program. LaPrade is from Antioch Church of the Brethren in 
Rocky Mount, Va., and Horne is from Mill Creek Church of the Brethren in Tryon, 
N.C. Bekah Houff, who was coordinator of the 2008 National Young Adult 
Conference, will remain in the Youth/Young Adult office to coordinate the 2009 
National Junior High Conference (which will be held June 19-21) and assist with 
workcamps. All three are working through Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS). 
Sharon Flaten and Jerry O'Donnell, who coordinated the 2008 workcamps, will 
continue to serve the denomination in other positions. Flaten will be the recruit
ment assistant in the BVS office in Elgin, 111., while O'Donnell plans to serve as a 
mission assistant in the Dominican Republic with Global Mission Partnerships. 
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Miracles happen, 
even if we can't see them 

For a miracle to happen, do you need to believe it? 
The new film Henry Poole Is Here ambitiously tries to 

get at that question and does so with a quietly melancholy, 
difficult, and powerful answer. 

Luke Wilson portrays the title character, a sad and angry 
man suffering from a terminal disease who moves into an 
anemic green stucco home, for which he overpays, in the 
nondescript Cal ifornia suburb where he grew up. 

Henry has a death wish and withdraws into the shadows of 
his new home, draws the curtains, and begins to consume 

' CATHLEEN FALSANl 
himself to death with a combina
tion of vodka, wine, pizza, and 
doughnuts. He just wants to be left 

alone to wallow in his depression and impending, too-soon 
demise. 

But God, clearly, has other plans and sends a parade of 
female neighbors bearing plates of homemade tamales and 
chocolate chip cookies to disrupt Henry's morose solitude. 

The first to arrive is Esperanza {whose Spanish name 
means "hope"), the sweet if pushy lady next door who used 
to date the man who lived there before Henry. {The man died 
of a coronary on the kitchen floor and Esperanza found him.) 

Henry politely brushes her off, but Esperanza {Adriana 
Barraza) is persistent and becomes unavoidable when she 
discovers a water stain on the side of Henry's house that she 
believes is the face of Jesus Christ. 

Director Mark Pellington, whose credits include Arlington 
Road, The Mothman Prophecies, and the concert film U23D, 
smartly makes the water stain ambiguous. You can sort of see 
the face in it, sometimes more clearly than others. It might be 
Jesus, but it might just be a water stain. 

Esperanza, a devout Catholic of fierce faith, sees the face and 
believes. Henry can't see it-or doesn't want to-and when a 
drop of blood appears in the middle of the stain, he tries to 
remove it first with a garden hose and then with all manner of 
household cleaners, to no avail. The blood simply reappears. 

"Did you not see?" Esperanza asks Henry. 
"See what?" Henry replies, agitated. 
"You're not looking," she says. 
It's the face of Christ, a sign from God, she insists, adding, 

"Are you going to ignore it?" 
"No," Henry says, "but I am going to ignore you." 
Without giving away too much of the plot of this charming 

film, suffice it to say that miraculous healings start to happen 
when people touch the stain on Henry's wall. Instead of crack-

examination 
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ing Henry's disbelief, the miracles only make him angrier and 
more determined not to believe. 

One of the miraculously healed, when confronted by Henry, 
tells him, "What if you did this seemingly meaningless thing, you 
put your hand on the wall, and you were healed? . . . Sometimes 
things happen because we choose for them to happen." 

Henry is confounded by what's happening in his backyard. 
"It's getting harder, isn't it?" Esperanza asks him. 
"What's that?" he says. 
"To pretend this isn't happening," she says. 
Through the stubborn love of several women who barge 

into his life, Henry, in spite of himself, begins to come back to 
life. A very wise man once told me that he sees grace most 
easily and most powerfully in women. They are natural ves
sels of grace, and mothers who pour out unconditional love
agape, as the Greeks called it-are the first experience of 
grace most of us have in this life. 

In that way, Henry is bombarded by grace, but continues to 
struggle against it. 

"Why do you need for me to believe?" Henry, livid at 
Esperanza's persistence, shouts at her. "Is it that if you can 
convince me that it's real,your faith will be more real?" 

In the end, the divine touches Henry and changes his life, 
even though he still has doubts. 

Sometimes miracles happen, especially when we can't 
manage to get out of our own way long enough to realize it. 
Sometimes they come in the form of dramatic divine appari
tions, like the Virgin Mary appearing to Bernadette in Lourdes. 
Sometimes they're more vague and open to interpretation, 
like a water stain in a poorly done stucco job, or on an 
expressway underpass. 

Sometimes people are the miracle, by their presence, their 
prayers, or in a sacramental plate of homemade cookies. 

When the divine decides to reach its hand into human exis
tence, it doesn't matter whether we believe it's happening or not. 

Even when we swing a sledge-
hammer of doubt and try to 
destroy the evidence, miracles 
happen. Every day. All around us. 

Even if we don't have the eyes 
to see them. Yet. E.! 

Cathleen Falsani is a columnist for the Chicago 

Sun-Times and author of The God Factor: Inside 

the Spiritual Lives of Public People. Her column 

is distributed by Religion News Service. 



Startinfl a We((ness 'Ministry: 
A wealth of resources, plus experienced church members, are available to consult with you in 
developing a Wellness Ministry in your congregation. Ask for the informational brochure from 
the Long Green Valley church or contact information for our Parish Nurse advisor/educator. 

Settin3 the framework: 
A new study group or Sunday School curriculum has just been released to provide activities and 
discussion points to support personal well-being and a healthy faith life. The Wellness Study Guide 
is available to download at www.brethren-caregivers.org or by calling the Wellness Ministry office. 

Sip_portin3 your work: 
The Wellness Ministry provides books, DVDs and periodicals you can borrow through the Lending 
Library. Join the ongoing listserv - 'Lighten UP, Brethren!' to receive weekly e-mails with tips and 
inspiration. Schedule a workshop or retreat in your area with a specific emphasis on spiritual, 
mental and physical health. 

Later this fall, two on-line forums will be available to share with others within the Brethren 
community working on health and well-being. The first will be designed for Parish Nurses or 
Coordinators of Wellness programs at www.brethrenparishnursesforum.org ; the second will connect 
Brethren Retirement and Long Term Care facility staff who are working with wellness initiatives for 
residents or staff at www.brethrenhomeswellnessforum.org. 

Sfiarin3 your wfiofeness: 
Healthy congregations stretch beyond preventive and personal wellness to explore 
partnerships in the community that promote healthcare justice, healing in 
neighborhoods and harmony with the environment. 

_JL 
For more information or to tell about your local health ministry contact: 
Mary Lou Garrison at the Church of the Brethren Caring Ministries, 
800-323-8039 or thro~gh www.brethren-caregivers.org 

Caring Ministries IW} 
Church of the Brethren [/ 
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For your church's alternative Christmas gift market this year, 
offer fairly traded coffee, tea, cocoa, and chocolate from 
Equal Exchange, and give three times: 

• Give small farmers the benefits of Fair Trade. 

• Give your community delicious products at a fair price. 

• Give Brethren Witness a donation from Equal Exchange for 
every pound of products you sell. 

New Products this year 
Five Organic Teas in Pyramid Bags from small farmers in 
India, Sri Lanka and South Africa. Special pyramid-shaped 
biodegradable bags offer the quality of loose tea with the 
conven ience of a bag. 

Two New Chocolates: Organ ic Orange Dark, with organic orange oil, 
and Organic Panama Extra Dark, w ith 80% cocoa content. 

.: .. ......................................................... . 
ORDER FROM EQUAL EXCHANGE 

. ························································a-.-.a1"91111111" 
Come see all our products at 
http:/ Ii nterfaith.equalexchange.com 
or call our Interfaith Program at 774-776-7366, 
and order for your church 's Christmas Gift Market. 

The Church of the Brethren Coffee Project 
A partnership of Brethren Witness/Washington Office and Equal Exchange 
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Be rebellious 

Christ the Servant Community Church 
(Church of the Brethren) in Cape Coral, 
Fla., is meeting in my living room right 
now. We have become a house church, 
leasing our facility and five acres (with 
an option for the lessee to purchase the 
property after 12 months) and taking 
one full year to seek the Lord in prayer 
before we establish the next leg of our 
journey as a congregation. 

Because of the change, the tenor of 
our worship services has changed to be 
more engaging, familiar, and conversa
tional. During the sermon June 29, from 
the text in Luke 14 about "Counting the 
Cost," a discussion was begun about the 
rebellious nature of the Eder River bap
tisms in Schwarzenau 300 years ago. 

I want to encourage my fellow 
Brethren to remember your rebellion! It 
is not the common thing to accept the 
grace and yoke of an unseen Christ by 
faith, nor is it the popular thing to come 
out from "them" and be separate, 
although the voice of God calls his chil

dren to do exactly that. 

Mutual Aid Association 
Brethren Mutual Aid Agency 

MAA Share Fund, Inc. 

Providing serenity ... 
a.midst the storm 

can today 
for your quoter 

- Insuring -
*Homes 
*Farms 

*Renters 
*Rental Properties 

*Collectibles 

Ph: 1-800-255-1243 
Email: maa@maabrethren.com 

www.maabrethren.com 



When we each took to the waters of 
baptism and confessed publicly in front of 
our whole faith community (and by exten
sion, our world) that we renounce evil, die 
to ourselves, and live to follow Christ as 
disciples and as his body, we joined a 
REBELLION that has been fought hard and 
strong, diligently and with great sacrifice 
and perseverance for 2,000 years, begun 
by the head of the body, Jesus Christ him
self, at the bank of the Jordan River. 

Every day we kill the passions of the 
flesh and allow Christ to be alive within us 
through the gift of his Holy Spirit is a day 
we are SURRENDERED, TRANSFORMED, 
and EMPOWERED into a rebel force that is 
entrenched deeply in enemy territory, 
fighting a good fight not against flesh and 
blood, but against rulers, authorities, dark 
powers, and spiritual forces, awaiting the 
return of our protector and champion, the 
victor over sin and death, Jesus Christ our 
Lord and our Savior! 

Leah J. Hileman 
Cape Coral, Fla. 

The whole Kent State story 

A Christian publication should take 
pains to be accurate. MESSENGER, in its 
issue of the history of the Church of the 
Brethren over the last 50 years [June 
20081, published a lengthy account of 
the disturbances at Kent State in 1970. 

In that account, the mob that had 
gathered at Kent State was described 
as "a rowdy group of students." In 
truth, what happened at Kent State was 
that a mob had burned down the ROTC 
building on the campus the night 
before, and had stopped firefighters 
from putting out the fire by cutting 
their fire hoses. National Guard troops 
were called in to restore order. 

The National Guard is not called in to 
quell protesters. It is called in to restore 
order in a situation in which violence 
has gotten out of hand and beyond the 
capability of local law enforcement to 
handle it. 

The National Guard was met at Kent 
State by a mob hurling rocks and 
chunks of concrete at them. Arson, 
stoning, and obstruction of firefighters 
are criminal acts, not peaceful protests. 
National Guard troops, like policemen, 
are armed and are entitled to defend 

themselves against a mob, no matter 
how large it is. The National Guard at 

TRAVEL WITH TOURMAGINATION 
TO EXPLORE THE WORLD 

2008TOURS 
CHINA and a YANGTZE RIVER CRUISE (October 8-21 ) 

TM ALUMNI MYSTERY TOUR (October 15-23) 
FOLLOWING the STEPS of MOSES (November 2-14) 

2009TOURS 
PANAMA CANAL ADVENTURE 
CRUISE TOUR (January 3-13) 
CHURCHES AND SAFARIS in 

KENYA and TANZANIA (February 9-20) 
VISIT MEXICO and its COPPER CANYON 

(February 27-March 8) 
EXPLORE the WORLD of PAUL with 

TOM YODER NEUFELD (April 29-Moy 15) 
ISRAEL and PALESTINE (Moy 24-June 3) 

EUROPEAN HERITAGE with JOHN RUTH (June 4-17) 
RUSSIA and UKRAINE (June 5-19) 
ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 8-19) 

MWC #1 / #3 / #4 / #6 - SOLD OUT 
MWC #2 - CHILE, URUGUAY, PARAGUAY 

(July 5-20) A Few Seats 
MWC #5 - PARAGUAY and BOLIVIA (July 12-25) 

MWC #7 - PARAGUAY and IGUAZU FALLS (July 8-20) 

EUROPEAN HERITAGE with JOHN SHARP (July 31-August 13) 
MENNONITE STORY in POLAND (September 15-23) 

ENCHANTING DANUBE RIVER CRUISE 
(October 24-November l ) 

BEHIND the VEIL - EXPERIENCING EGYPT 
(November 16-28) 

2010TOURS 
AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND (February 5-25) 

WITH OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY: 
SPRINGTIME in HOLLAND, BELGIUM & GERMANY 

(May 6-17) 
EUROPEAN HERITAGE with JOHN RUTH (June 1-14) 

SPECTACULAR SCANDINAVIA & ITS FJORDS (June 13-28) 
PENNSYLVANIA to EUROPE (June 19-July 2) 

ISRAEL/PALESTINE (June 24-July 5) 
SEE WEB SITE FOR MORE TOURS TO OBERAMMERGAU 

'
1Building bridges among Mennonites and other Christians and faiths 

around the world through custom-designed trove/. ' 

CALL 1-800-565-0451 
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR 

E-MAIL: office@tourmagination.com wrn: www.tourmagination.com 
9 Willow Street, Waterloo, ON N2J l V6 C□nodo Reg. #50014322 2308 Wood Street, Lancaster, PA 17 603 USA 

what drives you 

zy 
Is your answer: "Paying money to benefit insurance companies 

and not receiving anything in return"? 
MAX is different. MAX is specifically for the Brethren and other Anabaptist 
communities. The members of MAX are owners. And because of this ( and 
many more reasons), the money you pay for a MAX insurance policy not 
only gives you excellent protection but also benefits Share Funds and other 
Brethren in need to create and sustain W H O LE NE S S. 

HOME• FARM• CHURCH• BUSINESS• AUTO 
www.maxwholeness.com • 877-971-6300 . ., 

MAX. Creating and Sustaining W H O LE NE S s1
1v1 
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Kent State retreated in the face of the 
stoning until backed onto a hill, at 
which point they fired in their defense. 

Unfortunately, violence instigated by 
the political left is seldom reported and, 
when it is reported, is excused or justi
fied. The story of what happened at Kent 
State should be accurately described. 

Walter McSherry 
Spartanburg, S.C. 

Sleeping on the streets 

At Annual Conference in Richmond, 
Va., my concern with the potential high 
costs of lodging merged with my ques
tion about the impacts of the economy 
on people here in the US. I chose to do 
an experiment: What happens to fami
lies who lose their housing as the econ
omy implodes? What is it like to end up 
on the street? 

I spent my first night in Richmond 
with my bedroll on the woodchip-land
scaped edge of a parking lot one block 
from the arena. I was alone, but I 

remembered a saying on our refrigera
tor door: "You never know which one 
might be the Christ child." 

The next night, at 11, I used the bath
room in the display hall and headed in 
the other direction. There were lots of 
street folks on the plaza beside the wor
ship auditorium. "We are all happy here 
together," was the response to my con
cern: "Does security hassle us here?" 

True, there were no problems with the 
police, and we were closer to the 
Conference activities than the Marriott! 
Someone irrigates the soft grass at night, 
but park benches and shady English ivy 
provided convenient sleeping sites. 

We were a mixture of ages, races, and 
genders on the street. I understand that, 
way out of proportion to their percent
age in the regular population, veterans 
fill the ranks of those in the streets. 

Among my street companions, one 
young man changed shirts early in the 
morning before he headed off to work. 
Another had a cell phone-a nice way to 
get responses to job applications. A third, 

Different Strokes aboutz 
DIFFERENT FOLKS ... 
Frank Ramirez spins tales about 32 individuals whose 
lives have touched the Brethren. Tales include famous 
brushes with Abraham Lincoln, Annie Oakley, Daniel 
Boone, Benjamin Franklin,James EarlJones, and many, 
many more. Sprinkled throughout with delightful 
caricatures from illustrator Kerman Thomasson, 
Brethren Brush with Greatness will have readers of 
all ages exclaiming, "Did you hear the one about? " 
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covered up sleeping, had his phone laid 
trustingly on the ground under his bench. 

There were regular warnings to 
Conferencegoers to not be on the streets 
alone and to be cautious, but folks on 
the streets took good care of me. 

The church is one of the few institu
tions capable of responding to the eco
nomic upheaval facing our society. Are 
we too insulated from those most 
impacted? And, if the Bible stories hold 
true, it is from those on the bottom 
(slaves, the poor, women, occupied peo
ple) that God's answers to our problems 
are likely to appear. What are the steps 
that allow us to rub shoulders with the 
Jesus who walks on our streets today? 

Cliff Kindy 
North Manchester, Ind. 

Keep looking forward 

I have run out of adjectives to describe 
the outstanding issues from August 2007 
to now! But the recent July/August 2008 
issue really puts the focus together with 
"We're 300 years old, Now what?" I 
especially appreciated Jonathan Shively's 
focus on the future of the church, rather 
than "numbers in our pews, . .. the mul-

CLASSIFIEDADS 
Alexander Mack: A Man Who Rippled the Waters, 

written by Myrna Grove and illustrated by Mary Jewell, 
celebrates the life of our first Brethren leader 300 years 
ago in 18th-century Europe. In clear and graceful prose, 

the 64-page book with nearly 50 oil paintings traces the 
life events of our religious forbear in Germany, Holland, 

and early Pennsylvania. Autographed copies for $22 plus 
$3 postage are available as Christmas gifts and can be 
ordered from the author's website, www.mgrove
books.com, or by writing to Myrna Grove, PO Box 801, 
Bryan, OH 43506. 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Lands, Israel, Greece, and 

Rome-in the footsteps of Jesus Christ and St. Paul. 
March 16-29, 2009. For information please e-mail krei
derk@etown.edu or write to J. Kenneth Kreider, 1300 
Sheaffer Road, Elizabethtown PA 17022. 

PASTORS NEEDED. Congregations in many of the 
denomination's 23 districts are in need of strong, trained 

Christian leaders who are dedicated to Church of the 
Brethren beliefs and practices to serve as pastor. The avail
able placements are both full-time and part-time and 
include some associate/second staff positions. The congre

gations vary widely in size and program. A full listing of 
openings can be found at www.brethren.org/genbd/min

istry/placement.htm. Contact the appropriate district exec
utive or call the Ministry office at 800-323-8039. 



titudes at work in the world." 
As I took the message of the [Annual 

Conference) to our church (Fairview in 
southern Iowa), I reported the larger min
istry that we often don't hear about and 
how many people are at work, and how 
LARGE the work is. In a small, rural 
church (we're one of the many Carl 
Bowman talks about in his book) we need 
to hear that story more often to "gener
ously share the radical love of Jesus." 

I was so encouraged and overjoyed 
to hear the ministers from other ethnic 
groups, countries, and mission out
posts at Annual Conference. I wish 
everyone could hear their stories, or 
read them in MESSENGER. The printed 
word doesn't quite convey their pas
sion and enthusiasm in the same way, 
but in mid-America reading about it 
would be so encouraging! 

that Jonathan writes about, I therefore 
challenge MESSENGER with making a 
year-long focus on the Brethren in the 
next century-reporting on the very 
groups that Jonathan and others intro
duced, who are building Brethren for 
the next century around the world in 
the effort to "resource disciples and 
cult ivate networks." 

Please send information to be 
included in 1i1ming Points to Jean 
Clements, 145 l Dundee Ave, Elgin, 
IL 60120; 800-323-8039 ext. 206; 
jclements ___gb@brethren.org. 
Information must be complete in 
order to be published. 
Information older than one year 
cannot be published. 

New Members 
Beaverton, Mich.: Brian Rise, 

Bridget Rise 
Blue Ridge, Va.: Autumn 

Aikawa 
Bridgewater, Va.: Raymond 

Carr, Kitty Carr, Chuck 
Clouse, Linda Hensley, Tyler 
Hopkins, Paula Neher, 
Dustin Dedrick, Tim Gaver 

Camp Creek, Etna Green, Ind.: 
Kyle Lemler, Nicole Lemler, 
Amber Rundberg 

Carlisle, Pa.: Stephanie 
Hopkins 

Chambersburg, Pa.: Brett, 
Rotz, Rhonda Rotz, Zachary 
Rotz, Jesse Rotz, Kyra Rotz, 
Karen McCoy, Ashley 
McCoy, Janet Miller, Jennifer 
Snider 

Chiques, Manheim, Pa.: Ed 
Hershey 

Ephrata, Pa.: Alicia Berkey, 
David Berkey, Charlene 
Campbell, David Campbell , 
Kirsten Eller, Jesse 
Eshelman, Matthew Miller, 
Logan Murr, Allison Putt, 
Heather Rissler, Lauren 
Schlegel 

Cortner Union, Oakland, Md. : 
Karie A. Sanders, Tonya L. 
Sanders 

Heidelberg, Myerstown, Pa.: 
Rachel Roop 

Mill Creek, Port Republic, Va .: 
Andrew Echard, Chris 
Morris, Kellee Ryan-Kinsey, 
John Garber, Leslie Garber, 
Larry Hostetler 

Mount Hermon, Bassett, Va.: 
Tory Shepherd, Amber Scott, 
Rusty Forbes 

Mountville, Pa.: Janet Boaz, 
Karen Eberly, Brenda Fritz, 
Bill Fritz, Alizabeth Weitzel, 
Barbara Weitzel, Julie 
Houston, David Weachter, 
Wanda Weachter 

Oak Grove, Lowpoint, Ill.: 
Lucas Buege!, Sarah Renken 

Pleasant Hill, Ohio: Lisa 
Manbeck 

Pleasant View, Fayetteville, 
W.Va .: Dirk Maynor 

Purchase Line, Clymer, Pa .: 
Joshua Longwell, Edward 
Lucas, Jennifer Poborsky 

To renew and build on the "Love" 

Roanoke, First, Roanoke, Va.: Glenford, Ohio, 60 Wayne, Ind., Aug. 4 
Sarah Turpin Jarboe Relyea, Wally and Pat, Flora, Ruby, 8 I, Brookville, 

Saini Petersburg, Fla.: Michael Continental, Ohio, 50 Ohio, Dec. I 0 
Flanigan, Gina Flanigan Sadd, Hudson and Bonnie, Foltz, Vicki, 56, Harrisonburg, 

South Waterloo, Waterloo, Manheim, Pa. , 50 Va., July 21 
Iowa: Ransom Palinski, Saufley, Al and Phyllis, Gardenour, Carol, 60, Fort 
Barbara Palinski, Dallas McGaheysville, Va., 50 Wayne, Ind. , July 23 
Palinski, Lance Palinski, Bob Sheets, Nelson and Martha, Hartley, Jeff, 43 , Dayton, Ohio, 
Stringer, Joel Tackett, Lyn McGaheysville, Va ., 50 June 27 
Tackett Shoemaker, Bennett and Joan, Hedrick, Russell L. , 73, 

Stevens Hill Community, North Canton, Ohio, 60 Harrisonburg, Va. , July l 0 
Elizabethtown, Pa.: Jennifer Showalter, Gary and Patty, Heitz, Evelyn Frances, 85, 
Diaz, Chris Forth, Nichelle Roaring Spring, Pa., 50 Cerro Gordo, Ill., July 28 
Larson, Glen Lentz, Heather Stern, Roy and Phillies, Hildebrand, Roy, 91 , 
Lentz, Brian Lupold, Torn Goshen, Ind., 50 Bridgewater, Va., June 5 
Lupold, Will Lupold Wilson, David and Sara, Camp Holderreed, Andrew H., 94, 

Westernport, Md.: Hope Hill, Pa ., 55 Buhl, Idaho, July 15 
Russell , Jamie Russell Wolf, Eldon and Roberta, North Hollandsworth, Marnie, 95, 

Winter Park, Fla.: Jim Callan, Canton, Ohio, 50 Bassett, Va. , July 26 
Carmen Colon, Jammie Hollinger, Ruth, 94, Manheim, 
Byrd, S lacy Byrd, Derek Deaths Pa .. Aug. 3 
Johnson, Dale King, Ada Hollingshead, William, 87, 
Kinsman, Brad Leff, Ballinger, Vivian, 64, Seven Valleys, Pa ., June 30 
Kimberley Madsen, Kenneth Brookville, Ohio, Feb. 18 Hollis, J. Gordon, 93 , 
Scott, Malcolm Spurling, Barclay, Lucille, 88, Clymer, Waterloo, Iowa, Aug. 5 
Joyce Stutzman Pa. , March 3 Hooke, Helen Lucas, 91 , 

Anniversaries 
Barringer, Edna, 85, Abingdon, Bridgewater, Va., April 1 5 

Md., Aug. 2 Jetmore, Ruth Hinkle, l 04, 

Achor, William T. and Dorothy Bauerlien, Ella Mae, 82, McGaheysville, Va ., May 15 

W., Westminster, Md., 50 Westminster, Md., Nov. 18, Justus, Edith, 94, Blue Ridge, 

Andrews, Thurman and Opal, 2007 Va. , June 11 

Wynne, Ark., 50 Becker, Robert, 84, Carlisle, Kem, Erma, 89, Brookville, 

Beckman, Lee and Deane, Pa., July 15 Ohio, May 8 

Morgantown, W.Va., 65 Blosser Otte, Naomi, 84, Lauver, Charles Derrell, 77, 

Bibler, Virgil and Mirn, Defiance, Ohio, June 3 Kansas City, Kan., July 14 

Continental, Ohio, 55 Bowlsbey, Stan, 77, Lutz, Howard G., 91 , 

Butler, Ed and Judy, Westminster, Md., Jan . 30 Lancaster, Pa ., April 20 

McPherson , Kan., 50 Brockmiller, Jane, 73 , Newport Lutz, Vera E. , 78, Union, Ohio, 

Carson, Ira L. and Louise, News, Va., July 3 1 July 15 

Gettysburg, Pa., 55 Brown, George, 91 , New Marshall, Karen Denise, 46, 

Cregger, Irvan and Marian, Freedom, Pa., July 30 Allisonia, Va ., Jan. 3 

Woodsboro, Md., 60 Brunner, David., Sr., 82, McDonald, Charles Eugene, 

Eberly, Mark and Rachel, Monrovia, Md., Aug. 10 71, Linville, Va. , June 16 

Myerstown, Pa., 50 Buckwalter, Harold, 84, Metzker, Grace E., 73, 

Ewert, Milton and Joann, Lancaster, Pa., May 25 Martinsburg, Pa ., July 29 
Modesto, Calif., 50 Buckwalter, J. Paul, 93 , Mohler, Eugene L. , 81 , North 

Geib, David and Audrey, Lancaster, Pa. , July 24 Canton, Ohio, March 2 
Cordova, Md., 60 Carpenter, Annetta, 87, Muntzing, Margaret Early, 100, 

Gosnell, Fred and Imogene, Lebanon, Pa. , July 16 Greenville, S .C., Aug. 20 
New Windsor, Md. , 60 Cassell , Mary Shank, 81, Nicholas, Winnie, 87, 

Heisel, John and Doris, Greenville, Ohio, Aug. 8 Bridgewater, Va., June 12 
Modesto, Calif. , 50 Chronister, Opal, 86, Pratt, Ward E., 96, Fresno, 

Hottinger, Leonard and Bridgeport, W.Va ., March I 0 Calif. , July 22 
Dolores, Mount Crawford, Cobb, Anna Mary, 92, Reese, Mabel, 87, Westminster, 
Va., 55 Timberville, Va. , July 30 Md., May 5 

Keck, Larry and Marilyn, New Coffman, Kathlyn Larson, 76, Reynolds, Eli zabeth Frances, 
Paris, Ind. , 50 Cabool, Mo. , Aug. 5 86, Harrisonburg, Va ., June 

Landes, Olen and Alice, Craun, Kathleen Garst, 94, 16 
Harrisonburg, Va., 71 Roanoke, Va. , July 15 Richard, Harry D., 90, 

Landis, Wesley and Janice, Culler, Grace N., 91, Bolivar, Harrisonburg, Va., May 22 
Hershey, Pa., 50 Ohio, May 26 Riner, Carl, 79, Oak Hill, 

Leckrone, Gene and Rose, Danner, Janie, 73, Astoria, Ill., W.Va., Aug. 10 
Thornville, Ohio, 50 May 11 Robertson, Lucille L., 93, 

Mauck, Lloyd and Martha, Davis, Theodore James, 75, Bridgewater, Va. , July 26 
Frederick, Md., 55 Connellsville, Pa ., April 25 Rupp, Margaret, 92, 

Miller, Ralph and Bonnie, Depperman, Roy, 87, Astoria, Manchester, Md., July 28 
Harrisonburg, Va., 65 Ill ., April 12 Russell , Sandra, 65, Glen 

Myer, Landis and Audrey, New Dorsey, William Edgar, 84, Rock, Pa., Aug. I 
Holland, Pa. , 60 Hagerstown, Md. , July 11 Shank, Robert M., 89, 

Orr, Maurice and Freda, Eikenberry, Donna, 58, Fort Brookville, Ohio, June 3 

Marilyn J. Koehler 
Udell, Iowa 

Shoemaker, Gladys Dove, 91, 
Harrisonburg, Va. , June 19 

Slagle, Barbara L. , 79, 
Windber, Pa., June 28 

Staats, Bob, 66, Brookville, 
Ohio, June 19 

Stermer, Dorothy A., 91, 
Hartville, Ohio, Jan. 21 

Thoreen, Janet, 72, Pleasant 
Hill, Ohio, Aug. I 2 

Tritt, Mary, 82, Carlisle, Pa., 
March 10 

Turner, Terry, 56, Lancaster, 
Pa., June 10 

Watson, William, 92, 
Bridgewater, Va. , July 14 

Weiss, Amanda, 89, Myerstown, 
Pa., June 26 

Licensings 
Baker, Ronald Lee, Mid. Pa. 

Dist. (Parkview, Lewistown, 
Pa.), July 20 

McElfresh, Richard E. , 111. / Wis. 
Dist. (Virden, Ill.) , Aug. 10 

Salerno, Michael J., Pac. S.W. 
Dist. (Pomona Fellowship, 
Pomona, Calif.). July 6 

Zapata, Rebeca A., Pac. S.W. 
Dist. (Principe de Paz, Santa 
Ana, Calif.), July 20 

Zapata, Richard W., Pac. S.W. 
Dist. (Principe de Paz, Santa 
Ana, Cali f.), July 20 

Ordinations 
Minyard, Victoria Ruth, Pac. 

S.W. Dist. (Pomona 
Fellowship, Pomona, Calif.) , 
July 26 

Richard, Thomas, Mid-At!. 
Dist. (Fairview, Cordova, 
Md.), Aug. 10 

Walker, Judy M., W. Pa. Dist. 
(East McKeesport, Pa.) , 
June 29 

Placements 
Christ, Matthew Shane, youth 

pastor, Buffalo Valley, 
Mifflinburg, Pa., Jan. 6 

McLearn-Montz, Alan , pastor, 
Ankeny, Iowa, Aug. 4 

Miller, Richard D., pastor, 
Waterford, Calif. , July 15 

Sampson, Andrew F., pastor, 
Eel River Community, Silver 
Lake, Ind ., Aug. 24 

Spire, Catherine Brill, from pas-
tor, Peace Covenant 
Fellowship, Durham, N.C., 
to pastor, Circle of Peace, 
Peoria, Ariz., July 15 

Wendland, Wolfgang K., pas tor, 
Mountain Valley, Greeneville, 
Tenn., Aug. I 
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Real dedication 
Tis time of year usually finds me spending a lot I :f time around athletic fields. 

When I was a newspaper sports reporter, it meant the start 
of a new high school and college year, with fall sports filling 
the schedule. These days, it's more often to watch some of our 
area youth as they take the field or the court with their teams. 

One of these youth in particular amazes me with his dedi
cation to the sport-soccer, in this case. He eats, lives, and 

breathes it, constantly seeking to 
improve. To some it might seem to 
border on obsession, but he manages 
to keep a healthy balance in life, too . 
He just loves the sport in all its facets, 
and it shows. 

The best word might be 
"aficionado," a Spanish word that 
has found its way into the English 
vernacular. Merriam-Webster defines 
it as "a person who likes, knows 
about, and appreciates a usually fer
vently pursued interest or activity." Its 
root comes from the Latin word for 

"affection." As Hemingway says in The Sun Also Rises, 
"Aficion means passion." Not just excitement, but passion. 

We saw this in the recent Olympic Games, where behind 
every medal lies count less hours of training and hard work. 
Some of the athletes might just be in it for glory or fame or 

So what does that mean for the church? Each year when the 
new membership numbers come out, many wring their hands 
in dismay over the declining digits. Numbers by themselves, 
however, mean little when there are too many mere members 
and too few aficionados. Better a small church with real pas
sion than a large one going through the motions. And people 
outside the church can sense whether that passion is there. 

How ready are we to engage in faith's equivalent of 
Olympic training? Just after his familiar words in 1 
Corinthians 9 about running the race, the apostle Paul says, 
"Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict train
ing. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it 
to get a crown that will last forever." 

Is our church attendance accompanied by a regular regi
men of reading the Bible, praying, and engaging in Christian 
education and spiritual growth? Is our attachment to the 
word "Brethren" or "Christian" linked to reflecting thought
fully, serving selflessly, and worshiping heartily? 

I see this sometimes in events and gatherings around the 
church. In those moments people let God's Spirit infuse 
them fully, and they just can't get enough. It shines through. 
More often, however, we seem to want our faith like a fast
food meal: quick, cheap, and neatly packaged. 

A current Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership 
emphasis centers on "pastoral excellence." It seeks to iden
tify places where pastors are achieving excellence, to under
gird and support those practices, and to provide new tools 

for further develop

BETTER A SMALL CHURCH WITH REAL PASSION THAN 
ment. Will that bear 
fruit in building 
excellent leadership? 
lime will tell. But at 

A LARGE ONE GOING THROUGH THE MOTIONS. AND PEOPLE 
OUTSIDE THE CHURCH CAN SENSE WHETHER THAT 
PASSION IS THERE. 

least they're talking 
openly about it and 
working at it. 

commercial endorsements, but most truly love their sports. 
As Olympic swimming star Michael Phelps told the Detroit 
News about his training regimen: "All you do is eat, sleep, 
and swim. It's painful. But it's worth it in the end." 

The same can hold true in any number of other fields: 
music, art, history, mechanical work, science, even gourmet 
cooking (as last year's film Ratatouille demonstrated). Those 
who have a deep love for something dedicate themselves to 
it until they know it thoroughly and achieve the best they 
can it that pursuit. 

I have to remind 
myself occasionally to spend as much t ime working the 
muscles of my faith as I do following the National Football 
League season or exploring new cities or scenic vistas. It's 
easy for our schedules to reflect priorities other t~an what 
we proclaim is most important. 

Paul later urges the Thessalonians to "pray without 
ceasing"-a lifestyle dedicated to seeking the mind of 
Christ. I doubt Paul played soccer, but I think he understood 
"aficionado." He was completely dedicated. He was 
passionate about his faith . Are we?-Ed. ~ 

COMING IN NOVEMBER: What youth need to know about money, Brethren Volunteer , 
Service, the global food crisis, Bible study on Galatians, movie review, and more. 
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These institutions share a common heritage with 

the Church of the Brethren. Diverse in location, 

size, and offerings within their academic and 

extra-curricular programs, each offers a world of 

educational value and opportunity to its students. 

To find out more about the exciting direction in which these institutions can lead, 
visit the websites listed below. 

Bridgewater College 
Bridgewater, Virginia 

www.bridgewater.edu 

Elizabethtown College 
Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania 

www.etown.edu 

Juniata College 
Huntingdon, Pennsylvania 

www.juniata.edu 

University of La Verne 
La Verne, California 

www.ulv.edu 

Manchester College 
North Manchester, Indiana 

www.manchester.edu 

McPherson College 
McPherson, Kansas 

www.mcpherson.edu 

Bethany Theological 
Seminary 

Richmond, Indiana 
www.bethanyseminary.edu 

Brethren Colleges Abroad 
Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania 

www.bcaabroad.org 



ECLOF International 

Planting seeds and harvesting hope. Joining others in works of compassion. 

Programs supported through grants, 2007 and 2008 

Armenia 
Dairy production* 

Bolivia 
Diversified crops* 

Burkina Faso 
Maize, bean production• 

Central Africa Republic 
Agro-forestry* 

China 
Sichuan earthquake response 

Colombia 
Organic food marketing' 

Democratic Republic 
of the Congo 
Rehabilitation of wells 

Dominican Republic 
Community development 

Ethiopia 
Drough-Vfamine response 

Gambia 
Horticultural training* 

Georgia 
Abkhazian gardens* 

Making known the fullness of Christ's love. 

~ 
Guatemala 
Huehuetenango trees, cisterns 
Totonicapan food security* 

Haiti 
Northwest rural 
development* 

Honduras 
Choluteca food security 
Paraiso rural credit* 

India 
Rural Service Center 

Indonesia 
Aceh water project 

Iraq 
Water filtering system 

GLOBAL FOOD CRISIS FUND 
1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, Illinois 60120 · 800 323-8039 
www.brethren.org/ genbd/ global_mission/ gfcf .htm 

Kenya 
CWS "Water for All" 

Liberia 
Seeds and tools 

Malawi 
Sustainable food security* 

Mozambique 
Cattle project' 

Myanmar 
Cyclone Nargis response 
Heifer rural development 

Nicaragua 
Rivers of Life fann centers,.. 
Rural women revolving fund"' 

North Korea 
Farm rehabilitation 
Ryongyon Joint Venture* 

Palestine West Bank 
Groundwater wells* 

Peru 
Chota child nutrition* 

Sudan 
Displaced from Darfur 

T anzania 
CWS food assistance 

United States 
Bread for the World 
Foods Resource Bank 
Global Action on Aging 
Growing projects startup 

Vietnam 
Water and sanitation 

Zambia 
Food, primary health* 

Zimbabwe 
Food, seeds, tools 

* Grants provided through Church of the Brethren 
member account in Foods Resource Bank. 




