These institutions share a common heritage with
the Church of the Brethren. Diverse in location,
size, and offerings within their academic and
extra-curricular programs, each offers a world of
educational value and opportunity to its students.

To find out more about the exciting direction in which these institutions can lead,
visit the websites listed below.

Bridgewater College

University of La Verne

Bridgewater, Virginia
www.bridgewater.edu

La Verne, California
www.ulv.edu

Elizabethtown College

Manchester College

Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania
www.etown.edu

North Manchester, Indiana
www.manchester.edu

Juniata College

McPherson College

Huntingdon, Pennsylvania
www.juniata.edu

McPherson, Kansas
www.mcpherson.edu

Bethany Theological
Seminary
Richmond, Indiana
www.bethanyseminary.edu

Brethren Colleges Abroad
Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania
www.bcaabroad.org
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300 years of being Brethren: The Brethren begin (1708-1758)
MESSENGER'S 300th anniversary heritage series begins by taking a look at the first 50 years of
the Brethren movement. This month's package includes profiles of Alexander Mack (p. 8) and
Peter Becker (p. 10), the story of the "real" John Naas (p. 12), and a visit to the town of
Schwarzenau, Germany, where it all began (p. 13).

14

A 'messed up' minister of Christ
Gilbert Romero's resume' looks a bit different than that of most Brethren pastors. Romero,
pastor of Bella Vista Church of the Brethren in East Los Angeles, has been a gang member, a
drug dealer, a convicted felon, and more. And it all shapes who he is and his vibrant ministry
today.

18

Zechariah and Malachi: Ending or beginning?
These two books that wrap up the Christian Old Testament take place in an era of religious
conflict and uncertainty. Zechariah and Malachi bring a call to repentance and revival, looking
toward the "good shepherd" and new messenger to come.

20

Transformation on the Plains
Brethren in Western Plains District have become accustomed to a fall "Gathering" event where
sharing, singing, and celebration take place. It's just the most visible piece of a dynamic
renewal process occurring in Kansas, Colorado , Nebraska, and beyond.
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-csome ,eason ou, newspape, ca,.;e, frequently leaves mo,e than

MESSENGER

paper on our driveway. In addition to the Chicago Tribune (the only
paper we pay for), we sometimes receive the Chicago Sun-Times, the regional Daily
Herald, or the Elgin Courier-News. For a while we were even receiving the Wall
Street Journal, which felt like a real bonus.
We don't know why this happens. Maybe the intent is to do a little advertising by
giving free samples. Maybe the newspaper companies need to distribute a designated quantity in order to be square with the advertisers. Maybe they're trying to
get rid of extras. Or maybe the carrier just likes us.
At any rate, there's plenty of news making its way into our house, and most of
it's bad: The war in Iraq, of course, along with dire situations in Iran, Pakistan,
Myanmar, and other far-away countries. High-profile racial incidents here at home.
A health-care system in crisis. Weekly recalls of tainted foods and toxic toys.
Unprecedented disparity between the richest and poorest people. Bitter disputes
about immigration. Violence and abuse in families and communities. Crumbling
infrastructures in the nation's transportation systems. Schools without the wherewithal to focus on education. Financial systems built on speculation and greed. Predictions that global warming will be
catastrophic within my lifetime.
Even those innocent-looking poinsettias left over from
Christmas are bad news, I read. The paper reports that it
takes massive amounts of energy to prepare these tropical
plants for their several weeks of glory in the frozen North;
they're just one more example of the many things that consumers acquire and then dispose of, at great expense to the
earth. Sigh.
The news is scary, depressing, and downright paralyzing,
and we might be happier if we could be ignorantly subscription-free. What can one do in the face of all this bad news?
Maybe more than we realize. In a world overcome by violence, division, acquisitiveness, and exploitation, what if we could find a few people dedicated to peace,
community, simple living, and care for the world and its inhabitants? What if these
few people were convinced that following Jesus required them to apply their
beliefs in everyday life and contagiously spread them to others? What if their motivation was a joyous sense of God's presence rather than a desire to be successful
or powerful?
Know anybody like that? Maybe the Brethren were born 300 years ago for such a
time as this.
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Curryville commits to Go and Be'
Congregation emphasizes community outreach, personal evangelism
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The Curryville congregation in Middle Pennsylvania District (www.curryville .org) has
been actively fighting decline for several years. The worship service is relaxed, offering modern music and other creative elements. A motto that pastor David Stiles used
at Curryville was "Come and See." These words, borrowed from Jesus, challenged
people to invite others to church. With this paradigm, average attendance grew from
around 85 to 150. However, growth then halted.
In 2006, Stiles and others from Curryville helped with an area "Big Tent Revival." In
the end, the revival was mostly a large gathering of Christians. Few "unchurched"
people came. "It's time for some new methods of evangelism," Stiles told the
church. "The old school isn't working any more."
Looking to Jesus' Great Commission, Curryville's new motto became "Go and
Be." Wearing T-shirts bearing that motto, they began taking the church into the
community. At various summer events, Curryville offered free drinks and balloons.
It had a church float in the summer community parade, showing followers of Jesus
performing acts of service.
The summer was capped off
with a free "Family Circus
Night" at the church. This
fall, Curryville members
handed out free flashlights
with "Jesus is the light of the
world" printed on them to
children who were trick-ortreating .
Previously, the church has
hosted a free Thanksgiving
meal and clothing give-away.
Many Christian-themed theatrical performances have also
Curryville pastor Dave Stiles, with puppet, gives a flashlight
been given . These offer "nonto a trick-or-treating "Wonder Woman" along with Noah
threatening" ways for people
(Jack Showalter) and Noah's helper (Courtney Fedesco).
to step into the church.
The most vital aspect of the "Go and Be" initiative is equipping people (through a
series of sermons and meetings) to do personal evangelism. "This is the frontier of
sharing Christ," Stiles said . "The 'church' is not trusted or respected any more. So as
individual Christians, we need to build friendships with people on the outside and
earn the right to share our faith with them."
Do you have district or congregational stories that might be of interest to MESSENGER? Send them
to MESSENGER, c/o In Touch, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or messenger@brethren.org.

BYTHENUMBERS
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Estimated number of people
(including a group of about 50
Brethren) who attended the annual Vig il to Close the School of the
Americas at Fort Benning in
Columbus, Ga., Nov. 17-18.

Northeast Atlantic Northeast recog nized Puerta de Cielo as a new congregation during district conference Oct.
12-13 in Elizabethtown , Pa . ... Middle
Pennsylvania delegates approved a
2008 budget more than 7 percent
above 2007's total, in part to fund a
new part-time youth ministry position . .
.. Western Pennsylvania District conference participants brought enough Gift
of the Heart disaster relief health kits to
fill a van bound for the Brethren
Service Center in New Windsor, Md.

Southeast Southeastern District
will offer a multicultural awareness
class, taught by General Board
Congregational Life Team member
Carol Yeazell and pastor Lidia Gonzalez,
this spring . . .. A total of 534 people
attended Virlina's district conference
Nov. 9-10 in Bonsack, Va. The Una
Nueva Vida En Cristo fellowship of
Willis, Va., was formally recognized
and a master plan for Camp Bethel
approved . .. . A district conference pie
auction to benefit Atlantic Southeast's
Church Development Council raised
more than $1,100.
Midwest Tony Campolo will speak
and teach in several seminars at New
Carlisle Church of the Brethren near
Columbus, Ohio, Feb. 22-23. Pre-registration is required .... Pleasant Hill
Village retirement community (Girard,
Ill.) raised more than $15,000 with its
annual dinner and auction Oct. 20 .. ..
Northern Indiana is planning a 300th
anniversary celebration April 20 at West
Goshen (Ind.) Church of the Brethren .

Ozarks/Plains Offerings at th e
Missouri/Arkansas District conference
raised nearly $8,500, exceeding the projected budget deficit for 2008 by slightly less than $2,000 .. .. Northern Plains
is doing a "Sending of the Seventy,"
having teams of two travel to congregations to discuss priorities and where
God can be seen working as the district
is in a period of transition .... Several
new church start projects are beginning
in Western Plains.

West "Brethren Voices," a community
access television program sponsored by
Portland (Ore.) Peace Church of the
Brethren and produced by Ed Groff, is
now being aired in a dozen communities
across the country, from Alaska to
Pennsylvania .... Pacific Southwest's 2008
budget includes more than $1 million
earmarked for grants to assist congregations with leadership and renewal needs.
Messenger January 2008

District conference theme
starts a unique art ministry
When David Smalley, moderator of the
2007 Western Plains District conference,
suggested "Come and Walk with Jesus"
as the conference theme, it sparked an
unexpected ministry.
Worship centers needed to be created
to reflect the theme. Planning committee
member Cheryl Mishler contacted
Connie Rhodes of Newton (Kan.) Church
of the Brethren and asked her if she
would consider designing them.
Rhodes spent some time thinking and
praying on what she could do to help
carry the conference theme into the business meetings and worship. Finally she
started creating the worship center, which
turned out to be wonderful works of art
around the theme of footprints. Each
painting ended up in the shape of a foot.
She did a series of 17 paintings of biblical scenes, each created on plain, white,
corrugated cardboard in the shape of a
foot. "I left the cardboard footprint
posters free-hand cut with all the nicks,
tears, and uneven rough edges," Rhodes
said, "because life is full of nicks, cuts,
roughness, and yet smooth and straight
at other times. Especially walking in
Jesus' foot prints-it's a good reminder
to us that it's not so much the situation
that will be remembered, but our reaction to it." Rhodes also provided scripture references and her own personal
reflections for each painting.
The district decided to carry on Rhodes'
"Footprints" ministry after the conference
by offering the paintings in the form of
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note cards, sold in sets of 18 (the 17
paintings plus the main conference logo).
Profits are supporting district ministries.
More details are at www.rochestercommunitycob.org.-Terry Smalley

"Most of all, we learned that no matter
where we live, when children of the Lord
come together we are family. Those
strangers that we met on Sunday
became our family-family that we love
and want to keep in touch with; family
that we worked with, ate with, relaxed
with, and worshipped the Lord with.
"Many memories were made on this
trip, not all of them on the work site,
including a scavenger hunt a tubing trip
down the river, and a Friday night worship service that didn't have a dry eye,
but did have the Holy Spirit present. This
'workcamp' brought us closer together
as children of Jesus Christ not only in
Fulks Run, but with Christ's family in
Mississippi, Ohio, North Carolina,
California, and the Congo, Africa."

Mountain Grove finds 'family'
during Mississippi workcamp
A group of nine teenagers and their
leaders from Mountain Grove Church of
the Brethren in Fulks Run, Va., traveled
to McComb, Miss., this past summer to
assist the continuing recovery of
Hurricane Katrina victims. One of the
participants, advisor Cammie Fulk,
reflected on the experience:
"We helped some people with their
homes, but the experience helped us so
much more. As we put on a roof for an
elderly lady named Willie, she shared
her undying faith of a true believer with
our teens. As we put a floor in a trailer
for Fit Fit Rat Rat, and Keelah, we appreciated all the Lord has given us. As a
young man from Africa talked about life
in his country, we saw that our land is
the 'home of the free.'

Fellowship congregation
goes •west' for VBS week

Fellowship Church of the Brethren
(Martinsburg, W.Va.) this past year held
a Vacation Bible School with the theme
"Happy Trails: The West of the Story."
Director Beth Chapman created a
unique setting for VBS, decorating the
church like a Wild West frontier home.
Activities included several puppet
,1•.;
£.
m
shows and a pizza party, with a top
attendance of 38 children . There were
2
- - @ approximately 25 adult volunteers, with
others helping as needed.
The week's offering went to Vine
Ministries to help underprivileged children attend school in Haiti. The organization's director spoke to the children the
first evening of VBS, and the
Martinsburg Journal wrote an article that
appeared on the front page of the paper.
Snacks, crafts, music, and recreation
rounded out the week's activities, and
many said it was the best VBS that the
church had ever had.-Beth Chapman
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Youth and advisors from Fulks Run Church of
the Brethren spent a week helping the
Hurricane Katrina recovery effort in Mississippi.

LANDMARKS & LAURELS

Miami Haitian congregation
widens its reach with English
Miami Haitian Church of the Brethren held its
first English-speaking service on Oct. 14.
Member Fauna Augustin reported, "We worshipped with 46 people; Wayne Sutton brought
the message; we had testimony, care, and con cerns, as well as tears of happiness."
The English-speaking services are being held
to complement the regular services held in
Creole with pastor Ludovic St. Fleur officiating .
Many of the youth of the church speak English,
and they are hoping to bring in from the community other English-speaking Haitians, as well
as friends from beyond the Haitian community.
"The church is trying to reach beyond the language barrier to all the people in the area,"
Sutton said.-Martha Beach

• Brian Sell, a member of Woodbury (Pa.) Church of the Brethren who now
lives in the Detroit area, qualified for the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing by
finishing third in the US Olympic Trials for Men's Marathon in New York on Nov.
3, with a time of 2:11.40. Sell, 29, won the USATF 25K Championships earlier in
2007 and placed sixth in the Chicago Marathon in 2006 with a personal-best
2:10.47. Earlier, he had won numerous county and district titles at Northern
Bedford County High School and conference championships with Messiah
College and St. Francis University. He was an All-American in 2000 and 2001.
Sell now runs with Hansons-Brooks Distance Project.
• Allan Kauffman, a member of Goshen (Ind.) City Church of the Brethren was
re-elected as mayor of Goshen on Nov. 6. He begins his third term this month.
• The name of former Church of the Brethren leader Dan West, who began
what has become Heifer International and aided numerous other peace and service efforts, was added to the Peacemakers Wall of Fame at Manchester College
(North Manchester, Ind.) on Oct. 6. West's daughter, Jan West Schrock, said in a
dedication speech that day, "He was a peacemaker who understood that young
people are key to changing the world .... My father's life work serves as a beacon for all of us."
• Groundbreaking took place Oct. 18 for the Harvey S. Kline Wellness Center
and Harmony Ridge West Apartments at The Brethren Home Community in New
Oxford, Pa . The wellness center is named in honor of former CEO Harvey S.
Kline, a member of Hanover (Pa.) Church of the Brethren.
• Garden City (Kan.) Church of the Brethren in November held a celebration
commemorating 70 years of service by 93-year-old Rosa Holler Simmons as a
deacon in the denomination . Many members of Simmons' family were present,
and a keepsake was presented to each family member detailing her life and her
service to the church.
• Pleasant Hill Church of the Brethren (Johnstown, Pa.) recently recognized
organist Darlene Thomas for 50 years of faithful service to the congregation.
Thomas began piano lessons around the age of 9 and has been the church
organist since August 1957.
• The World Hunger Auction, organized by 10 Roanoke, Va.-area Church of
the Brethren congregations and held at the Antioch church, will mark its 25th
anniversary year in 2008. In addition to the main auction each summer, other
fundraisers include a walk, bike ride, concerts, and dinners through the year.
About $50,000 was raised last year, going to a variety of causes. The auction is
planning to have a booth at Annual Conference in Richmond, Va., this summer.
• Brethren Woods Camp and Retreat Center in Keezletown, Va., is marking
its 50th anniversary this year. Sectional celebrations will occur throughout
Shenandoah District; other planned events include a spring anniversary dinner
and a celebration at the 2008 district conference.
• Edgewood Church of the Brethren near New Windsor, Md., celebrated its
100th anniversary with a banquet on the afternoon of Nov. 4, at the Brethren
Service Center.
• Lacey (Wash.) Community Church of the Brethren celebrated its centennial Nov. 17-19 with love feast, a Thanksgiving dinner, worship, sharing times,
and the opening of a cornerstone from 1956.

REMEMBERED
• Edward "Ned" W. Stowe, 81, passed away Nov. 4 at his home in Lombard, Ill.
An active member of York Center Church of the Brethren, he was former volunteer staff for the Church of the Brethren General Board, where he served as interim controller from July to September 1998. He and his wife, Mary, also served as
directors of program volunteers for the General Board for two years (1991-1992),
and prior to that were long-term volunteers at the Brethren Service Center in New
Windsor, Md. A memorial service was held at York Center on Nov. 24.
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Preparation before celebration
I

T h e Church of the Brethren is gearing up for a big
;OOth birthday party to commemorate the founding our our church. Special worship events are scheduled
in the congregations and districts, trips and special celebrations are planned for Schwarzenau, and a year-long book of
devotions has been prepared for all of us to reflect on this
significant milestone.
There are myriad things and events planned for this very
special occasion. Aren't birthdays
wonderful?
But I wonder, does all the hoopla
over the past 300 years result in
deflecting our pondering from
issues that are very real and need to
be addressed by the Brethren? In
multiple districts congregations are
threatening to leave or have left the
denomination; our membership continues to decline; there is an obvious
J. ROGER SCHROCK
lack of trust in some of the leadership at the levels of the pastorate,
the district, and the denominational agencies; at best there
is a tolerance between the conservatives and the progressives; there are subtle and not-so-subtle actions that exclude
from the body those who are different-whether by race,
gender, or sexual orientation; the Boomers and the GenXers do not understand each other; and perhaps most dis-

the Schwarzenau Eight; wishing for the "Golden Age of the
Brethren" when we started many ministries of compassion
from Brethren Volunteer Service to SERRV to Church World
Service to Heifer Project; dreaming nostalgically when we
again might have more than 200,000 members.
But friends, that is not our whole history! We had those
times when we split the denomination over the use of higher
education, when we banned people who did not dress in conformity with the majority, and the list goes on and on. Just as
Jerem iah reminded the Jews that the covenant with God was
broken by them , let us remember that the broken relationships, the lack of unity that we experience, and our unwillingness to recognize that this is not our church but Christ's
church are realities we need to address.
Perhaps the preparation we need to make before we can
truly celebrate is confessing the ways we contribute to the
dysfunctional church that we know as the Church of the
Brethren.
Jeremiah prophesied that God is writing the new covenant
on the hearts of the people , and each person will be responsible for his or he r relationship to God. I am not sure exactly
what that means for us, nor how that reality will be lived out
among our sisters and brothers. I suspect this will mean that I
need to worry about what I do or don't do t o build up the
church of Jesus Christ and not what my sister or brother does
or does not do.
I hope our celebrations will not focus on how God has been

turbing is the sociological study that indicates Brethren are
almost indistinguishable from the rest of our culture. With
these disturbing realities confronting us, how do we gear up
for the big birthday party?
With this litany of woes and disturbing trends, I am reminded of Jeremiah's addressing the Israelites in exile. In the 31st
chapter, Jeremiah helps the Jews see that God has not abandoned them even though they are living in Babylon and not
by their free will. The Jews were wondering if God no longer
cared about them since the symbol of God's covenant, the
Ten Commandments, was no longer with them either in the
Ark of the Covenant or the temple.
In a parallel manner, I hear Brethren pining for a return to
the radical discipleship we associate with the commitment of

faithful in the past but spur us to discover what God wants us
to be and do in the future. We have embraced the Brethren
tagline-"Continuing the work of Jesus. Peacefully. Simply.
Together."-and I suspect that is pointing us in the direction
we need to go. But I have heard another tagline (whose
authorship I do not know) that I would suggest may be most
appropriate for our future as a church: "Live simply, love generously, care deeply, speak kindly, leave the rest to God."
Think what Annual Conference would be like. And can you
imagine worshiping and working in congregations that lived
this way? God grant that it might be so!~
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J. Roger Schrock is pastor of Cabool (Mo.) Church of the Brethren and former Gene ral
Boa rd World Mini st rie s executive an d Africa represe ntative.
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''lt's just letting us
know that nature has
some surprises for us
... a much wider range
of possibility than we
could imagine.''
-astronomer Alan Boss at the Carnegie Institution of Washington,
commenting on the d iscovery of the universe's largest known planet,
TrES-4. The distant hydrogen-based planet has an extremely low density,
about half that of Saturn's.

"If Christians could stop arguing about things
Jesus didn't mention or value, and if we could
turn down our institutional ambitions and
pride, we would see that our singular
contribution to these difficult times is
community. Not just niceness and smiles, but
radically open and transformative community."
-Episcopal author Tom Ehrich, writing in a column for Religion News Service

"Whether we run toward or seek to delay
change, we struggle with the disorientation
that accompanies transition. Spun out of
control by the tornado of transition, we
struggle to get our feet back on what feels
like 'solid ground.' "
-recently retired Bethany Theological Seminary president Eugene F. Roop,
writing in Bethany's Wonder & Word magazine

CULTUREVIEW
• The executive committee of the
World Council of Churches at its
meeting in Armenia on Sept. 28
elected the Rev. Dr. Shanta
Premawardhana as its Director of
Inter-religious Dialogue and
Cooperation. Premawardhana
began his new assignment in
Geneva in November. Since 2003,
he had served the National Council
of Churches USA (NCC) as its associate general secretary for Interfaith
Relations and director of its
Interfaith Relations Commission.
• Maurice Bloem has been
appointed deputy director, head
of programs, for Church World
Service (CWS). Bloem was previously country director and
reg ional director of CWS in
lndonesiammor-L'este.
• Bethany Theological Seminary
in October launched an updated
website at www.bethanyseminary.edu with a new design and
many new features. The home
page offers three portals-for
prospective students, the campus
community, and alumni and supporters-to the rest of the site.
• The National Voluntary
Organizations Active in Disaster
(NVOAD) awarded Church World
Service and Habitat for
Humanity International its
Award for Excellence in Long-Term
Recovery Partnership during
NVOAD's annual conference in

Albuquerque, New Mexico, for
their partnership in rebuilding following hurricanes Katrina and Rita.
• Sixty percent of Americans
can't name five of the Ten
Commandments, and only half of
US adults know the title of one
Gospel, according to research in
the book Religious Literacy, by
Stephen Prothero.
• After four days of meetings in
November, some 240 leaders of a
broad range of churches, confessions, and interchurch organizations from more than 70 countries agreed to carry forward
what they call "the Global
Christian Forum process," an
open platform for encounter and
dialogue whose goal is to "foster
mutual respect, explore and
address common challenges."
The initial meeting took place
near Nairobi, Kenya, Nov. 6-9.
(WCC News Service)
• Mennonites and Catholics are
developing a common statement
to the World Council of Churches
(WCC) as it prepares for the
International Ecumenical
Peace Convocation in 2011. The
convocation, convened by the
WCC, will come as the culmination of the WCC "Decade
to Overcome Violence.
Churches seeking
Reconciliation and
Peace" (2001 - 2010).

"We have a voice that needs to be lifted up and
heard, and we have a credibility behind that."

JUST FOR FUN: RANKING

-Thomas Swain, clerk of the Friends' Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, on the
call for a major US peace conference of the Historic Peace Churches in 2008

OLDIES BUT GOODIES As the Church of the Brethren officially enters its 300th
anniversa ry year, rank the congregations below from the oldest to the newest.
Answers are printed below:

"They say your church is dying. And lame;
and limp. But it is a small, committed
community of people of conscience who can
turn this country around."
- journalist Bill Moyers, speaking to the United Church of Christ General
Synod meeting in Hartford, Conn., in June (RNS)

"The hunger for spirituality is everywhere
evident .... If the church does not speak to the
spiritual hungers of people more effectively,
then people will look for this elsewhere."

_Bear Creek (Dayton, Ohio)

_Germantown (Philadelphia, Pa.)

_Beaver Run (Burlington, W .Va.)

_Lancaster (Lancaster, Pa.)
_

La Verne (La Verne, Calif.)

_Codorus (Loganville, Pa.)

_

Mexico (Peru, Ind .)

_

Coventry (Pottstown, Pa.)

_

Mount Morris (Mount Morris, Ill.)

_

Flat Rock (New Market, Va.)

_Pipe Creek (Union Bridge, Md.)

_

Frederick (Frederick, Md.)

_

_

Black Rock (Glenville, Pa.)

White Oak (Manheim, Pa.)
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-Tony Ca mpolo, in an interview with ReadtheSpirit.com.
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by Alice Archer

A seeker of scripture
Organizational and unity-building skills gave new movement a foundation

lexander Mack was born in 1679 in a family of village
leaders in Schriesheim, Germany. His father was
twice mayor. During Mack's childhood years his family
fled three times into nearby hills for safety from
invading armies, returning to help rebuild life in
the community.
When his oldest brother died, Mack's parents expected him to
partner with another brother in the family mill, ending any plans
for a university education. Mack's marriage to Anna Margaret
Kling in 1701 united two of the leading families of Schriesheim.
Mack soon became disillusioned with the local Reformed
Church and joined the Pietist movement. While some Pietists
continued a relationship with local congregations, others
known as Separatists withdrew from organized religion. Mack
became a Separatist. In violation of laws against private religious gatherings, he began a Bible study and prayer group. In

sources from church history. Baptism became a major issue.
Mack notes in his writing that John the Baptist always baptized
where water was plentiful. He also found support in early church
history for immersion. While familiar with English Baptists who
immersed once backward and Dutch Collegiants who immersed
once forward, his small group in Schwarzenzau came to a unified conclusion. Baptism should be by immersing three times
forward in the "name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit," words still familiar to Brethren baptism today.
In 1707, Mack traveled with Hochmann as far as Switzerland to
encourage the Pietists. When Hochmann was arrested and imprisoned, the Pietists in Schwarzenau looked to Mack for leadership.
The New Testament Church became their model for a disciplined
community as they experimented with a variety of practices,
abandoning some that Mack referred to later as "errors."
Encouraged by two "foreign visitors," most likely Dutch
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1706 he invited Ernst Christoph Hochmann von Hochenau, a
radical Pietist and charismatic preacher, to the mill. Officials
broke up the meeting threatening to have them arrested. The
Mack family, making a hasty decision to flee, soon found
refuge in the village of Schwarzenau.
There Mack shared a sizable inheritance from his father with
other refugees. Still in his 20s, he was looked to as a natural
leader, respected for his knowledge of and ability to interpret
the Bible. Already familiar with Mennonites whom he had visited in "heartfelt love," he emphasized the New Testament,
especially the Gospels.
His writings demonstrate diligent study of the Bible as well as
Messenger January 2008

Collegiants, Mack and another Pietist wrote Hochmann for
counsel concerning baptism. Hochmann's words of counsel
included an admonition to "count the cost."
Then, in August 1708, Alexander Mack, his wife Anna
Margaret, Andrew and Joanna Boni, George Grebe, John and
Johanna Kipping, and Lucas Vetter gathered on the bank of the
Eder River. Not wanting any one person identified as founder,
the group cast lots with the understanding that the name of the
one chosen would never be revealed. The one so chosen baptized Mack. Mack then baptized the other seven.
By that act a new group had been formed: the "New
Baptists" or "Schwarzenau Baptists" as they called themselves.

After prayers and singing they dispersed, aware that in most
German states they could have been levied heavy fines, imprisoned, or exiled. They perceived themselves not as a new
church or denomination but rather a part of the church established by Jesus himself. The New Testament church became
their model for organization. They initiated the love feast to reenact the last supper of Jesus with his apostles.
Both Pietist and Anabaptist ideals became integrated into
their theology. The New Testament prevailed over the Old in
matters of ethical and spiritual life, including ideals of no force
in religion and non-participation of Christians in war. But underlying all the specific principles, Mack's writings return over and
over again to his commitment to be obedient to Christ.
The love feast, Mack argued, should be limited to those who
had "counted the cost" in separating themselves from the world
and committing themselves to live in obedience to Christ. Even
within his lifetime this view of the love feast became a point of
contention with those who favored a more inclusive perspective.
From Schwarzenau Mack traveled to the Marienborn area,
preaching and performing baptisms-an illegal action. By 1715
persecution caused most of the Marienborn congregation to
flee to Schwarzenau or Krefeld. By 1720 the Schwarzenau
group had grown to about 200. The region's ruler, Count Henry,
described them as inoffensive and having a pure desire to lead
lives pleasing to God. His daughter called them quiet people
who spent time in Bible study and deeds of kindness.
Under Peter Becker's leadership, many of the Krefeld congregation had emigrated to Pennsylvania in 1719. Those in
Schwarzenau came to be threatened with persecution, so in
1720 the Schwarzenau congregation moved to Surhuisterveen
in north Holland, where Mennonites welcomed them and
helped them resettle. There Mack's wife died unexpectedly,
then also his young daughter Christina.
Employment was soon threatened as the peat fields of
Surhuisterveen became depleted, so they decided to follow
Becker's group to the New World . With help from the Collegiants
and Mennonites Mack led about 100 to Rotterdam in 1729, where
they set sail for Philadelphia . Their ship was small for ocean travel, and their captain had never ventured across the Atlantic.
The Germantown congregation established by the Krefeld
group eagerly welcomed the new immigrants and Mack as
minister. The economic opportunities and religious freedom of
Pennsylvania were a blessing after the hardships in Europe.
Their enthusiastic, evangelistic efforts soon led to the development of several new congregations.

Mack died on February 19, 1735, at his home in Germantown
and was buried in a community cemetery. A humble man, he did
not want his grave marked and only reluctantly agreed to a
small slab at the insistence of his sons. In 1894 his remains were
moved to the cemetery behind the
Germantown church.
Alexander Mack
wrote little about
himself, nor did he
seek personal honor.
Others have written
little about him. Yet
today, 300 years later,
a street in
Schriesheim and a
former school in
Schwarzenau are
named for him.
Across the Atlantic a
college library (in
Bridgewater, Va.) and
a camp (Camp
Alexander Mack in
Milford, Ind.) bear his name. Several denominations look to Mack as a founder of their
faith-a title he did not want.
What makes Alexande r Mack so memorable? Perhaps the
early years of observing his parents' community-rebuilding
efforts imprinted good organizational skills on him. In an age of
much "do your own thing" spirituality, his quiet organizing set
a solid foundation for the "brethren" movement. Today_these
denominations, along with the Community of True
Inspiration-popularly known as the Amana Colonies in Iowacontinue as visible reminders of the German Pietist movement.
Neither a charismatic leader nor a powerful preacher, his gift
was gathering with others for intense study of the scriptures
and guiding the group into a unity of spirit. Alexander Mack's
spiritual quest was for a "heart-felt faith" lived in obedience to
Christ. The results of that faith would be seen by the fruits it
produced. Asked "And how shall the Brethren be known?" he
is said to have replied, "By the manner of their living." li!
Alice Archer is pastor of Mount Pleasant Church of the Brethren in Bourbon, Ind. She
lives in South Bend .

Messenger January 2008

by James Benedict

vershadowed in his own time and largely
overlooked since, Peter Becker provided
humble but persistent leadership that enabled
the first Brethren in America to form a congregation and flourish.
Becker was deeply involved in promoting meetings among
the scattered Brethren in 1722 and 1723. Several of the meetings were even held in Becker's home. It was Becker who was
chosen to perform the first baptisms in Germantown and to
lead the first love feast. And it was Becker who encouraged
and participated in the evangelistic work that led to the formation of the second and third Brethren congregations in
America. Yet in spite of his great contributions to the founding
of the church in America, Peter Becker is little more than a
name to most Brethren today. He deserves better.

Dudelsheim was located in the Marienborn region, which had
been an area of religious toleration for several years. The
counts who ruled the area welcomed religious dissenters for
economic reasons, but urged them not to cause trouble.
Shortly before Becker was baptized, the Community of True
Inspiration-another radical Pietist group-formed in the area
and began to provoke the civil authorities. The lnspirationists
believed they were receiving direct messages from God,
including scathing denunciations and warnings directed at nonPietist clergy and government officials. This stirred up animosity toward all radical Pietists in the area.
The baptism of the Beckers proved to be the straw that broke
the camel's back. Previous baptisms had only involved
refugees in the area; the Beckers were natives and citizens.
Seeking to stop the spread of radical Pietism before it got completely out of hand, Count Karl August (the ruler of

Becker was born in the village of Dudelsheim, northeast of
Frankfurt, Germany, in 1687. Baptized into the Reformed
church, he grew up to become a prosperous farmer with extensive landholdings. Yet he also grew dissatisfied with the established church. He became interested in the enthusiasm and
deep spirituality of the radical Pietist movement. He was especially attracted to the preaching and teaching of the radical
Pietist leader Hochman von Hochenau. Hochman's influence
prepared Becker to hear and respond to the message of
Brethren minister Johannes Naas, who visited the Dudelsheim
area in 1714. Peter Becker and his wife, Anna Dorothea, were
baptized by Naas on the 15th of May, 1714.

Marienborn) gave the Brethren and others a choic·e: Practice
your religion only in your own homes or leave. The Brethren,
including the Beckers, elected to leave.
Peter and Anna Dorothea sold their land and moved with
other Brethren to the city of Krefeld. There, Peter made a living
as a weaver while helping to give leadership to the Krefeld
congregation. Becker, Johannes Naas, Christian Liebe, and
Stephen Koch were leaders who guided the group, which flourished at first. But Krefeld was also home to Mennonites, and a
crisis arose in the Brethren congregation over intermarriage.
Although the Brethren and Mennonites were similar in many
ways, they also had differences-notably the mode of baptism
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and different attitudes toward the emotionalism
associated with radical Pietism. The disagreement about the permissibility of intermarriage
led to a great deal of rancor and eventually a
split among the Brethren.
The experience shook Peter Becker and several
other Brethren deeply. They elected to leave the
area, boarded a ship, and settled near Philadelphia in 1719.
Notably, they did not immediately re-form as a congregation.
Some families lived near Germantown, which was originally
established by Mennonites who had left Krefeld in 1683. Others
scattered to the north and west.
It wasn't until 1722 that Peter Becker and a few others organized the meetings that brought the Brethren back together.
Discussions continued for some time, but when six candidates
requested baptism, the Brethren took the formal step of naming Becke r their minister. He performed the baptism and
administered the first love feast on American soil.
Soon thereafter Becker and 13 other men undertook an evangelistic trip into the outlying areas, forming congregations in
the Coventry area (near what is now Pottstown, Pa .) and in
Conestoga (further west toward Lancaster). Each of these congregations, along with the original group in Ge rmantown,
grew. Eighteen yea rs after their beginning at Schwarzenau,
Germany, the Brethren were flourishing in America. But another bitter split was on the horizon.
Within a year or t wo of arriving in America, Peter Becker had
developed a good business again as a weaver. He welcomed a
young, unaffiliated radical Pietist by the name of J. Conrad
Beissel as an apprentice. Beissel had spent some time in
Germany as part of the Community of True Inspiration but
emigrated alone. Becker eventually talked Beissel into becoming a member of the Brethren, and baptized Beissel in 1724.
Then the usually cautious and thoughtful Becker did something out of character: He appointed Beissel the min ister of the
Conestoga congregation.
Beissel proved to be more of a mystic and more of an

DID YOU KNOW?
One of the few (and perhaps the only) Brethren institution to
bear Peter Becker's name is the Peter Becker Community, a
retirement home located in Harleysville, Pa. (See www.peterbeckercommunity.com/about.html). Camp Alexander Mack, in
Milford, Ind., has a Peter Becker Lodge on its campus.

authoritarian leader than many
Brethren were ready to accept. Though
immensely creative and gifted with
charisma, Beissel lacked tact. He alienated many Brethren, split the
Conestoga congregation, and eventually repudiated his Brethren baptism.
Becker, as leader of the mother congregation at Germantown,
did his best to deal with the conflict, but many Brethren left to
join Beissel at Ephrata.
In 1729, Peter Becker and the other Brethren in America were
joi ned by a second wave of Brethren immigrants, including
Alexander Mack. Mack was the unquestioned leader among the
Brethren in Europe, and Becker graciously-and perhaps with
great relief-deferred to him. Mack attempted to repair the split
with Beissel. Becker supported Mack in his efforts, but reconciliation did not take place.
When Mack died six years later, Peter Becker again stepped
forward into the leadership of the Brethren in America.
Unfortunately, the troubles with Beissel continued, and Becker
watched in disappointment as another large contingent of
Brethren departed in 1739 to join Beissel's Ephrata Community.
Peter Becker continued his humble and caring leadership of
those who remained.
In 1747, Peter Becker and his wife moved to a three-acre tract
near Skippack, where one of their daughters lived. Active in the
Indian Creek congregation till his death in 1758, Becker was
buried in the cemetery of the Klein meetinghouse near
Harleysville, Pa . Over a century later, Brethren historian and
Becker descendant Abraham H. Cassel arranged for a large
memorial gravestone to be placed on Peter Becker's grave.
Peter Becker himself had requested only a small, simple
marker with his initials and date of death . Somehow, that fits
the man better than any monument. He lacked both the personality and the inclination to promote himself. Mack and
Beissel far outshone him as preachers, writers, and influential
figures . But Becker was recognized for his sincerity, common
sense, care for others, and patience. These qualities made
Becker the perfect person to lead the Brethren through the turbulent first decades in America. ~
Jim Benedict is pastor of Un ion Bridge (Md .) Church of t he Brethren and an av id
historian.
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story and photos by Nevin Dulabaum

I leaned over, I dipped my hand into the
cool, flowing waters of the Eder River.
Mist hung in the air that August morning,
limiting visibility to about a quarter-mile as I
turned around and looked toward the base of the hill that leads
to the Hi.ittental (Valley of the Huts), site of Alexander and Anna
Mack's home in Schwarzenau, Germany. I imagined the Macks
and six others-five men and three women-making their way
down the hill, descending through the mist and continuing
straight to the water.
Standing by the Eder, one easily can imagine the first eight
Brethren rebaptizing themselves in August 1708 in open defiance of the Catholic, Reformed, and Lutheran churches. For
although the world has changed in many ways since that year,
in a way Schwarzenau feels as though little has changed.
Sure, modernization has come to the town, but development
and expansion on the village's boundaries has been so slight
that Schwarzenau is a living snapshot of the early 18th century.
There aren't developments that have consumed the ground

timber mill. This half of the village is flat, as it is on the river
valley floor. Along one of the streets is a sign that shows the
village map, states that Schwarzenau has existed since 1059,
and acknowledges the village as the birthplace of the Brethren
movement.
A short walk to the south leads to the Renno Guesthouse,
which has hosted numerous tour groups through the years and
has the guest books filled with the names of countless traveling Brethren to prove it.
Across the Eder and close to the village's one bridge is the
Herrenhaus, the manor house, which was built in 1650. From
1698 to 1723, it was home to Henrich Albrecht, who allowed
religious dissenters like the Brethren to take refuge in his community.
Most of the houses on this side of the river, the northeast
side, are on the side of the hill that forms one edge of the valley. Travelers going up the hill pass a medieval tower, the nowclosed school that the General Board helped finance in the
1950s, the cemetery, and then enter an area of timber that rises

where the first Brethren walked; there's ground! The Eder continues to flow past open fields, and one can walk freely along
the water's edge.
The town, which will celebrate its 950th anniversary the year
after the Brethren celebrate their 300th, has never had more
than 1,000 residents living in it at one time. It is in a largely
rural area of northern Germany-an area of rolling hills, thick
forests, and meandering roads; a land where farming and the
harvesting of timber are two primary vocations.
In the center of Schwarzenau, on the southwest side of the
river, are about half of the village's houses, the school, and the

up over the village. Continuing northwest for a short distance,
travelers find themselves at the Hi.ittental, an area of
Schwarzenau that is higher and separated by a forest from the
town proper. Here lies the long row house (seen below) where
Alexander and Anna
Mack purportedly lived.
Two of the five units
now comprise the
Alexander Mack
Museum. Two of the
other units are apart-
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Nevin Dulabaum is director of communications for Bret hren Benefi t Trust and a member of

Will the real John Naas (1669-1741)
please stand up?
Was he the character in the Dorothy
Brandt Davis children's book The Tall Man
who endured torture cheerfully because he
had no captain but Immanuel?
Maybe not. This most famous story
about Naas may not be true. According to an account more than a
century and a half later by Abraham Harley Cassel, Naas-"a man
of great physique and commanding personality"-was pressganged to become part of the royal bodyguard for the king of
Prussia. Despite excruciating tortures, including thumbscrews and
being forced to hang by a toe and a thumb, Naas did not submit.
When finally dragged before the throne he was reported to have
said that he had no captain but Christ, which so impressed the king
that he was released and given a gold coin for his faithfulness.
There is no such account among either the European or
Colonial documents, although Naas is often mentioned in many
other regards. It is possible that some confused him with John
Fisher from Hall, who was tortured for 10 days and, after refusing to renounce his faith, pricked with pins all over his body and
thrown into a hole, where he was found by a prince who took
pity on him and arranged for his release.
Then again, it is quite likely that several Brethren, including
both Fisher and Naas, were tortured for their faith. One reason
the story was unknown until Cassel printed it in an 1871 article
might be that Brethren didn't brag. And victims don't choose to
relive horrors. And, as the Baptist Colonial era historian Morgan
Edwards wrote regarding Naas: "I am sorry I could not come at
more of this good man's history (for these people keep no
records), and all his contemporaries are dead."
One of my favorite stories about Naas, told years later by
Alexander Mack Jr., was about a sick woman who earnestly
desired to be baptized over the objections of her friends who
feared the immersion would kill her. Naas asked the sick
woman, "Do you have faith that this work of the Lord can be
carried out on your sick body?" When she answered yes he
said, "Then I also have faith to perform it on you." She came
out of the baptismal waters healed in body as well as spirit.
Naas' most striking legacy, however, is his lengthy letter describing his 1733 voyage to Pennsylvania including cramped and
smoky quarters, constant diarrhea and vomiting, horrendous food,
and many deaths. However the author's faith in God never
wavered even when he was paralyzed for two weeks after a ladder
caused him to crash below decks. The vivid description of the crew
landing a live shark on deck and the wonder of the first fresh fruit
after a long voyage caused it to be reprinted on several occasions.
Despite his distress over church conflicts he remained loyal to
the Brethren, serving the Amwell congregation of New Jersey.
Next time you sing "Savior of my soul" (Hymnal 549), think of
its author, John Naas, and his faithful service to the Brethren on
two continents.

Highland Avenue Church of the Brethren in Elgin, Ill. He helped to produce t he Brethren
heritage DVD Without Fear or Hesitation: An Interactive Encounter with the Early Brethren.

Frank Ram irez is pastor of Everett (Pa.) Chu rch of the Brethren.

now
ments, and one, at the far end, is a stable .
The museum pays tribute to Mack and the Brethren movement, with one room decorated with 18th-century furnishings.
There's other Brethren literature, photos, maps, a replica of the
ship Mack and others sailed on to North America, mannequins
dressed in traditional German Baptist Brethren garb, and commemorative items, such as a framed document from the 1950s
that honors the 250th anniversary of the church . The museum
also holds Schwarzenau artifacts, including a banner from the
early 1900s and a framed tribute to an American space shuttle
astronaut who had distant ties to the village.
Walking out of the museum and slightly down the hill, one
can see the Eder River in the distance, winding its way to
downtown Schwarzenau, which is slightly around a hill and to
the left. Of all the Schwarzenau landmarks, it is the river that
is the most striking from the time when the Brethren resided
here. Its pristine water, soothing sound, and cool feel all
harken back to a day when eight Brethren took a bold, daring
step that became a movement and brought the witness for
peace and ju stice and compassion to the world. It is a symbol
of Christ. It is a memory of the Brethren.
That is why on that August morning when I lowered my
hand into the Eder, I filled a bottle with the precious liquid
that I still have to this day. li!
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Gilbert Romero's unique witness
extends far beyond East L.A.
ow many Church of the
Brethren pastors have carried a
gun, sold drugs, and been
involved in a gang? Not very
many, to be sure, but there is at least one .
As a gang member-turned-preacher, Gilbert
Romero, pastor of Bella Vista Church of the
Brethren in East Los Angeles, Calif., and founder
of an organization called Bittersweet Ministries,
has quite a story to tell.
"By the grace of God I've been able to walk
away," said Romero, referring to his experiences of
everything from trafficking drugs to being shot at.
Romero grew up in a family of 13 brothers and
sisters. His mother was murdered and his father
was abusive, and he started running away from
home at the age of 11. Eventually he ran to the
gang, where he found the identity and sense of
belonging he was missing at home. He spent nearly
14 of his 17 gang years in foster homes or prison. At
age 12 Romero was arrested for trying to kil l his
father and was held in the juvenile justice system
until age 18. By then he was addicted to drugs.
Realizing his life was going nowhere, Romero
left the gang out of a desire to move up in the
world, which he felt he could accomRlish by selling drugs on a larger scale . He can never return to
the gang neighborhood. He was arrested again
and served five years on a federal drug trafficking
charge, but when he got out he was taken in by an
older Brethren couple who attended Bella Vista.
Romero started attending church with the couple, whom he cal led "Grandma" and "Grandpa."
He told God, "I'll give you a year. I'll sit in church,
and if you don 't change my life, we'll split." In
church he was continually asked to lead music for
worship, and eventually he found his home in the
church community. Later, when Bella Vista was
Messenger January 2008

without a pastor, Romero heard God calling him to the ministry. The Bella Vista
congregation accepted him as their pastor,
and he has been preaching there now for
more than 25 years.
That alone would make a fine story-and
it does, as a chapter titled "From Packin' to
Preach in"' in Chicken Soup Stories for a
Better World-but for Romero it's just the
prologue.
In 1987 Romero began operating a men's
home out of the Bella Vista parsonage,
ministering to those in need of rehabilitation for everything from drugs to domestic
violence. This ministry grew, with many
twists and turns, into what later became
known as Bittersweet Ministries.
In addition to the men's home (and other
projects), Bittersweet Ministries hosts workcamps in Los Angeles and Tijuana, Mexico,
nearly every week each summer, including
Church of the Brethren national youth
workcamps; builds homes, distributes food
to landfill workers, provides clothing and
school scholarships, organizes Vacation
Bible Schools, supports a daycare center,
and ministers to retirement homes in
Tijuana; and distributes food on Skid Row
and Venice Beach, does gang awareness
education, and advocates for peace in Los
Angeles. All this is done with volunteers:
Nobody working for Bittersweet gets a
dime-including Romero, who makes his

living as Bella Vista's pastor.
Romero is also leader of the Bittersweet
Gospel Band, which travels the country
ministering through music and serving as
ambassadors for Bittersweet Ministries at
churches, schools, National Youth
Conference, and more.
Scott Duffey, pastor of Westminster
(Md.) Church of the Brethren, has played
with Romero in the band since 1997.
"Gilbert is a man full of passion for the
Lord, and lives as a man on a mission to
reach as many people as possible with the
love of Jesus," Duffey said. "He can talk to
grandparents, baby boomers, Gen-Xers,
teens, and children without switching

gears. He has a gift to connect with people. He's a true evangelist in the church
today, with a heart that is big enough to
give you the shirt off his back."
Duffey and Romero have been close
friends for many years. "He calls me his
pastor," said Duffey, echoing Romero's
words from an earlier interview, "but we
are good friends, and he has certainly
broadened my view of the world in ways
that all Christians need to experience."
One way that Romero can broaden people's views is through stories from his own
life. One he tells is that of his oldest son,
who was convicted of murder at the age of
18-more than 15 years ago-giving up a

Gilbert Romero, pastor of Bella Vista Church
of the Brethren in East Los Angeles (standing
at center), visits with members of the congregation in the church's front yard.
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four-year art scholarship to USC. Romero
uses his son's story to illustrate the dangers facing youth, recalling the night his
son walked out the door for the last time
before being arrested. "I ask kids, 'When
you walk out your door, how are you
going to come back? Are you going to

Bella Vista partly because of the church's
strong support for his ministry. The congregation understands when Romero's
work takes him away, too. "They let me
go when and where I need to go," said
Romero. "I tell them, 'Church, I need to
go,' and they say, 'Go!"'

come back messed up, or with AIDS, or
pregnant?"' Romero said.
As pastor of Bella Vista, Romero has
built a small but strong community of
churchgoers who come to hear the real
and relevant words he has to preach.
Romero talks about things that are real
issues for members of his congregation,
many of whom are all too familiar with
drug addictions, gang violence, and the
pain of having loved ones in prison. And
his words strike a chord because he's not
just talking: He knows that world, too.
"I know East L.A.," Romero said,
expressing concern for his 16-year-old
son, Andrew. "You can be walking along
not even looking like a gang banger, and
someone will just do you in."
Romero has found a home as pastor of

The congregation also allowed Romero
to use the parsonage as a men's home
for several years, and two men currently
live on the second floor of the church as
participants in the Bittersweet Ministries
program.
"I am thankful for Pastor Gil and
Bittersweet Ministries because the doors
were open to a complete stranger (me)
at a very difficult time in my life," said
Carlos Gomez, one of the men living at
Bella Vista . "I really don't have a clue
where I would be at this time if he would
have given me an excuse [and] not
accepted me into the family of the
Brethren. [He] comes from the same
lifestyle that I came from, so he was able
to relate and be sensitive to my need. I
am grateful for his obedience to the

voice of the Holy Spirit."
Gomez came to Romero with no
money and no job. He now works as a
driver and regularly attends church at
Bella Vista, where his joy and fervent
prayer make the muscular, tattooed man
a welcome presence in worship.
When Romero first started attending
Bella Vista, the church was mostly
Anglo. Now, though worship services are
still conducted entirely in English, the
congregation is almost entirely Hispanic.
And that makeup could be changing, t 9 0:
According to Romero, the community 1n
which Bella Vista lies is shifting toward
being predominantly black.
Drawing from this ethnically diverse
setting, Romero has been heavily
involved in advocating and working
toward multicultural ministry in the
denomination. Romero is a member of
the lntercultural Study Committee that
presented recommendations to Annual
Conference in July. He has also been a
member of the Cross-Cultural Steering
Committee and the Annual Conference
Program and Arrangements Committee,
and he served as a General Board member from 1995 to 2000.
On top of all of that, Romero does consultation work on gang-related issues for
communities all across the United
States. Romero stresses that gangs
aren't just for big cities like Los Angeles.
"Gangs find little towns to start little
things,'' he said, "and they will end up
destroying your town."
A big part of Romero's ministry is
God's unconditional love and the need
for acceptance and forgiveness. "At one
time in my life I've dealt with a heroin
addict, a prostitute, a wino, a homosexual-these were all my best friends, 16
people living in a two-bedroom house,''
said Romero. "They taught me how to
forgive and how to tolerate . I started asking, 'What would Jesus do?' Would he
turn away the person? The sin is there,
but who am I to judge the heart? God
helped me to understand.
"You know what the first rehabilitation
center was?" Romero asked. "Jesus and
his 12 disciples. You think those guys
had everything figured out? They were

Gilbert Romero, right, and his wife, Barbara,
have been active in the denomination's
cross-cultural ministry efforts.
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messed up! But Jesus took them in and
loved them, and changed their lives."
Romero has played a part in changing
some lives, too. Over 3,000 people have
gone through Bittersweet Ministries rehabilitation programs, and many of them
chose to do ministry of their own. They're
all over the country as pastors, seminary
students, and missionaries.
But what most amazes Romero is the
way God has worked in his own life. "We
are so blessed," Romero said, speaking of
his family. "I am so blessed the way God
embraced me when he stripped me naked
and took everything from me."
Yet every month, God provides. At one
point, Romero went to withdraw money
only to find that the bank had levied some
$37,000 in savings. The very next week,
Romero received a phone call from a couple he didn't even know who said, "The
Lord just told us to give you $30,000."
And despite all sorts of hardships,
Bittersweet Ministries has met its budget
every month for 20 years.
"I'm afraid to tell God where I want to
go, because he'll let me go," said Romero.
"I can say, 'Lord, I need $20,000,' and
there it is. Just recently I said, 'Lord, I'm
tired of nickel-and-diming you. Give me a
million dollars.' And I know just how I'll
use it, too."
He says he has learned to have faith that
God will provide. He lives by Philippians
4:13: "I can do all things in Christ who
strengthens me." Everything about
Romero-his language, his behavior, his
work-shows that he has a steadfast and
powerful faith. "I watch as people's hearts
melt when he tells them what they are
doing and what they need to do," said
Duffey. "He connects, and people respond."
Romero stresses that he's still working
on everything himself. "I'm still not right,"
he said, while his wife, Barbara, nodded in
agreement. "I get mad and upset. I do
things I shouldn't do. But I love the Lord
my God with all my heart, and I've learned
how to repent. When you've screwed up,
don't be prideful. Say, 'I screwed up."'
While he continues to work diligently for
Bella Vista and through Bittersweet
Ministries, Romero is beginning to back
off some of his schedule. Still, though, he
does a lot: "In some ways he is slowing
down," said Duffey, "but his low gear is a
lot of people's overdrive."
Romero hopes someday to become a

full-time evangelist and travel across the
United States, making people aware of the
gifts they have. "I want people to be
encouraged that they can do everything
they need to do," he said.
Romero is also concerned that parents
are no longer connecting with their children, either because they aren't willing or
they're too tired.
"The message I have for parents and

adults is the need to give identity to their
children so they don't find it in the streets,"
he said. "And kids don't know how to ask
for identity. The strength they will find in
the Lord is the greatest strength they will
know, and they can depend on it."~
Nick Miller Ka uffman is a junior at Manchester College. currently studying abroad in Mexico. A membe r of Goshe n
(Ind.) City Church of t he Breth ren . he served as an intern
w ith M ESSENGER this past summer through th e General
Boa rd 's Ministry Summe r Service program.

Plant Generously,
Reap Bountifully!
Planta con Generosidad,
Cosecha en Abundancia!
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Journe through the Word

Zechariah •
a Malach 1••

Ending or
beginning?

by Stephen Breck Reid

Era's religious conflict foreshadows eventual coming of Christ

l

magine the screen showing the end
of the television show or the film.
Just when you expect the conclusion
of the episode, the last frame comes
up: "To be continued ... " One wonders
whether it is the beginning of the end or
the end of the beginning.
So it is with Zechariah and Malachi.
They are the last two books of the Old
Testament. They introduce the reader to
the first act (the Christian Old Testament),
which now awaits the second act that has
Christ (the New Testament) as the star.
Zechariah and Malachi introduce the context of need that stands as the backdrop

t'IJ.iXC

for the Gospels.

The oldest material in the book of
Zechariah comes from 520-518 BCE. The
Davidic monarchy has collapsed, and
Jerusalem has been sacked (587 BCE).
The prominent people of Jerusalem were
taken to exile in Babylon, where they
lived or languished-depending on which
scholar you believe. There they stayed
until the Babylonian empire gave way to
the Persian empire. In an act of political
cunning, Persian leader King Cyrus issued
an edict that said the exiles were free to

return to their homeland, though many of
them had never even seen it.
They arrive in Jerusalem about 520-518
BCE. Their king is the supposed heir to the
Davidic throne, Zerubbabel, and they have
a new position-the chief priest, in this
case Joshua. These two were thought to
be their day's Moses and Aaron, a tandem
of effective leadership. Unfortunately, they
failed to provide the needed leadership
and did not spark as much of a revolution
or renaissance as the book of Zechariah
seems to anticipate.
The book of Zechariah contains two
major sections: chapters 1-8 and chapters 9-
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The Vision of the Four Chariots Ill ustra tion by Gustave Dore

ZECHARIAH AND MALACHI: A CLOSER LOOK
History: The earliest material comes from the 500s BCE.
Interesting facts: These two books wrap up the 39 that comprise the Old Testament ..
. . Zechariah, with 14 chapters, is one of the longest of the "minor prophets"; Malachi has
just four chapters, and the fourth contains only six verses.
Key texts: "He said to me, 'This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not_by might,
nor by power but by my spirit'" (Zech. 4:6); "Lo, your king comes to you triumphant and
victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey" (Zech.
9:9); "Strike the shepherd that the sheep may be scattered" (Zech. 13:7b); "See I am
sending my messenger to prepare the way before me ... " (Mal. 3:1).

14. The first section (1-8) calls the community to repentance (1:1-6) and introduces a
series of eight night visions. These sometimes cryptic visions give a picture of the
need for a revival in Jerusalem.
The first vision describes divine riders
patrolling the earth (1:8-17). The second
describes four horns and four smiths
(1:18-21). The third night vision describes
the measuring of Jerusalem like an assessor (2:15). The fourth vision depicts the
high priest Joshua and the Satan/adversary in a process that dramatizes the ritual cleansing of Joshua (3:1-10), and represents the whole community.
The fifth vision depicts a golden lampstand and two olive trees (4:1-14). The
murals from the synagogues of Dura
Europas, built around 244 BCE, indicate
that this vision refers to a renewal of
synagogue architecture and symbolize a
revival of the faith community. The sixth
vision describes a flying scroll (5:1-4).
This indicates the emerging emphasis on
the word of God. The sixth century BCE
saw the rise of the synagogue movement that emphasized the word of God

and ultimately led to the shift from sacrifice of material goods in ancient Israelite
religion to the organizing work of the
word of God for the emerging Judaism.
The seventh vision depicts a woman
in a basket (5:5-11 ). This also indicates
the theme of purification. The sins
embodied in the woman are sent away.
This is an interesting counter-version of
the Pandora story in Greek mythology.
The eighth and final vision depicts four
chariots (6 :1-8); these proclaim the new
reign of a messianic ruler, whom that
community thought was embodied in
Zerubbabel. Needless to say, they were
wrong, and we hear very little from
Zerubbabel in history after these first
few mentions of a hoped-for new age.
After the visions we have the instructions for the crowning of the messianic
leader (6:9-15). Chapters 7 and 8 continue the theme of purification and renewal. The instructions on fasting (7 :1-14)
and the promise of the LOR D's return to
Jerusalem and Judah (8:1 -23) conclude
the first section of the book.
The second section is set off by a
change in literary form. This section also
indicates substantial conflict in the com munity. We shift to poetry that is labeled
an "oracle" (9:1-11:3). Embedded in this
first oracle is a passage made famous
by its use in the passion narrative,
describing the triumphant and humble
king (9:9). After the description of the
true leader, a new theme enters the
book: one that makes clear the disputed
leadership of the era. This is the theme
of the two shepherds ( 11 :4-17).
The second oracle (12:1 -14:21) returns
to a narrative form but nonetheless
picks up the same theme of contested
leadership. The sub-theme of sheep
rejecting the good shepherd here provides a not-so-subtle invitation to the

community to follow the "right" shepherd. The repentance in place in the first
section leads to the renewal described in
the last chapter, but only afte r going
through the era of conflict.

Malachi, the last book of the Ol d
Testament, comes from a prophet without a personality; his name may only be
a title: "my messenger."
Once again, the theme of religious conflict comes to the fore. God loves Israel,
but the inauthentic leaders have lost
their way in their vocation (Mal. 1:6-2:9).
The corrupt priest will soon be overthrown by the coming messenger.
During the period of colonization after
the exile (587 BCE) and the repatriat ion
and return (539-520 BCE), one of t he
most controversial behaviors was the
practice of marriage alliances with the
ruling colonial powers. Th is prompts in
the book of Malachi strong admonitions
against divorce and intermarriage w ith
persons outside the faith (2:10-16). These
texts were later used in the United St ates
and elsewhere as rationale to proh ibit
interracial marriage or marriage outside
the Brethren or Christian community.
The social turmoil and conflict depicted
in Zechariah and Malachi bu ild to the climax of the first act and leave t he reader
with the prom ise, "Lo, I will send you the
prophet Elijah before the great and t he terrible day of the LORD comes" (Mal. 4: 5).
Do you think this is "to be continued " in
the story of John the Baptist and Jesus? n!
Stephen Breck Reid is academic dean and professor of Old
Testament at Bethany Theological Seminary in Richmond, Ind.
M ESSENGER 's "Journey th rough the Word" se ries will
provide a brief overview of a diffe rent book (or books) of
the Bible each month through December 2009. Coming
in February: Matthew, by Rick Gardner.
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Transformation on the Plains
Annual

✓Gathering'

highlights a vibrant renewal process
story and photos by Walt Wiltschek

Ask most folks in Western Plains District about the
church there, and they will tell you that the challenges haven't disappeared.
Many of the congregations are small and rural. Budgets are
often tight. Not everyone has the same theological v iewpoint.
While the challenges have remained, though, many of the
district's 38 congregations have found something else to
focus on-together.
That something else is a transformation and renewal
process now in its third year. Eight congregations entered
into a "covenant process" with the district in 2005, eight
m!Jre in 2006, and another five in 2007. Each congregation
appo ints a transformation steering team to work at discernment and set goals, and each receives coaching from the district, which is investing nearly $200,000 in the five-year transformation emphasis.

A children's choir shares a song with The Gathering after bringing
forward an offering of Gift of the Heart kits.

n

Training retreats for area ministers (who help keep the district connected across vast geographical distances) and other
district leaders occur each year, giving those leaders an
opportunity for spiritual growth, networking, and learning. At
least two more such retreats, looking at worship and evangelism, are scheduled for the first half of 2008.
And then there is the centerpiece of each year: a fall retreat
called "The Gathering," when Western Plains members meet
together to celebrate the transformation that has been occurring and gain new resources and support for the journey
ahead.
About 325 people attended the 2007 event held, as in previMessenger January 2008

ous years, at a conference center in Salina, Kan. The group
spent the Oct. 26-28 weekend engag ing in worship, plenary
sessions, workshops, and fellowship . Events for children and
youth are held concurrently.
Whatever their ages, they look forward to coming. Dale
Minnich, a member of Newton (Kan .) Church of the Brethren,
and this year's conference host, remarked on that spirit in
opening remarks at the event.
"I have sensed here a real joy," Minnich said. "I've seen it
written all over your faces."
That joy set an apt tone for this year's Gathering theme:
"Transforming Worship Together." Kim Bontrager, director of
worship at First Mennonite Brethren Church of Wichita, Kan.,
provided guest leadership for music and a plenary session,
Brethren ministers Fred Bernhard and Belita Mitchell spoke at
three worship services, and Bethany Theological Seminary
student Seth Hendricks gave a late-evening concert.
" It's not a question of whether to worship," Bontrager said
in her plenary, "but what or whom to worship . . .. Worship is
our whole-life response to God's greatness and glory."
Brethren in Western Plains have had many glimpses of
that greatness over the past few years, as the transformation
process has gained steam . When members of congregations
who were in the third year of the process met together for a
workshop, the phrase "miraculous expectations" was repeated often. They are living out the biblical promise that all
things are possible through God.
For some, the change has been incremental. For others, it
has been fairly dramatic-such as the Independence congregation in southeastern Kansas, which freed its pastor to
spend most of his time leading disaster relief efforts for the
area, struck by severe flooding last yea r. The Independence
youth group now has about 50 participants.
"If you really want to know what you can do for God, make
yourself availa b le," Independence pastor Phil Adams said on
the opening evening of the Gathering.
In the later workshop, he acknowledged that change
doesn't always come as quickly as most people would wish.
"The main thing about this transformation movement is that
we refuse to give up," Adams said. "We're hanging in there."

Kim Bontrager, director of worship at First
Mennonite Brethren Church of Wichita, Kan., shares
insights during a plenary session in Salina.

Other congregations in the covenant process have also
seen growth and/or become significantly involved in community ministries. The small Holmesville (Neb.) congregation,
for example, was part of the charter group of covenant congregations and has seen growth each year in the process.
Eden Valley (Saint John, Kan .) has helped to organize cleanup efforts following the major tornado that struck nearby
Greensburg this past year.
A new DVD created by Chris Stover-Brown, shown at The
Gathering, highlighted four of the congregational "success
stories": Bethel (Arriba, Colo .), Antelope Park (Lincoln, Neb.),
Newton (Kan.), and First Central of Kansas City, Kan.
Ken Holderread, coexecutive minister of
Western Plains
District along with his
wife, Elsie, noted that
while most experts
says revitalizing old
congregations is one
of the most difficult
tasks for the church,
in Western Plains, "It
is where we have
experienced our

great est effectiveness."
"The transformation movement is a tremendous amount of
fun," Holderread added. "There's also a lot of hard work in it."
In her Saturday evening message, Mitchell-pastor of
Harrisburg (Pa.) First Church of the Brethren and the 2007
Annual Conference moderator-urged the district on in their
challenging task.
"What's happening here in theWestern Plains is an exciting
thing," Mitchell said, "because you're talking about transformation; you're talking about change . ... You see, God works
through ordinary folks. God uses ordinary feet and makes
them extraordinary when we use them for the purpose of
spreading the Good News."
Duane Grady, the General Board's Congregational Life Teams
coordinator for the Midwest and Plains, later echoed those
words: "There's something happening here," Grady said. "This
is kind of where it's at! ... God is truly at work among you.
You're willing to try and to risk and to do something different."
Other districts have been taking notice. Representatives
from a congregation from Missouri/Arkansas District and one
from Southern Plains were present at the 2007 Gathering.
Additional districts have inquired about Western Plains'
process, seeking to use it as a model.
Western Plains leaders will quickly tell you they don't have all
the answers, but they do continue to embrace the possibilities.
"These last few years we have had a dramatic turnaround
toward hopefulness and dramatic expectation," Holderread
said. "Today we see signs of this new spirit in many places
throughout the district .... The Holy Spirit is moving miraculously in Western Plains. There is much to celebrate, and still
much to transform. Our journey still revolves around miraculous expectations." E.!
Walt Wi ltschek is ed itor of M ESSENGER .

Belita Mitchell, moderator of the 2007 Annual Conference,
preached at two Gathering worship services. "Our lives as disciples
of Christ were not intended to be stagnant," she said.

Implem entation Committee recommends uniting General Board, ABC
After two days of meetings, an Annual Conference committee
charged with the task of how to implement the streamlining of
church agencies has made significant progress. The 2007
Annual Conference elected the seven-member Implementation
Committee as part of its adoption of recommendations from
the Review and Evaluation Study Committee, which assessed
the program work of the denomination.
The Implementation Committee began its Oct. 30-31
meetings by dividing some of its responsibilities between
the three members elected by the Conference. John Neff
from Harrisonburg, Va ., was chosen as convener. Gary Crim
from Dayton, Ohio, will handle legal aspects. David
Sollenberger of Annville, Pa., will coordinate interpretation.
Other members of the committee are the heads of the three
program agencies of the church-Kathy Reid of the
Association of Brethren Caregivers, Stan Noffsinger of the
General Board, and Bob Gross of On Earth Peace-and Lerry
Fogle of the Annual Conference office.
Relying on groundwork laid by informal discussions
between the three agency heads and members of their boards
prior to the first meeting of the Implementation Committee,

the group unanimously agreed to the following recommendation to the 2008 Annual Conference:
"We recommend to the 2008 Annual Conference that the
General Board and the Association of Brethren Caregivers be
united in a single entity, incorporated as 'Church of the
Brethren, Inc.,' effective Aug. 1, 2008. This corporation will
assume responsibility for the functions previously assigned to
the Annual Conference Council. Annual Conference will be the
annual meeting of the corporation and will continue to be the
highest authority in the church. On Earth Peace, Bethany
Theological Seminary, and Brethren Benefit Trust will continue
to be reportable and accountable to Annual Conference and
will work in collaboration with the new organization, but are
not affected structurally by this recommendation."
The committee also discussed organizational structure of the
new corporation, details of which will be available in coming
months. The committee was scheduled to meet again in midDecember to finalize the presentation of documents for the new
corporation, and to clarify details of the make-up of the board.
More details may be available on the Annual Conference website
in March, after the boards of the agencies involved are consulted.

Jeff Glass

BBT president Wil Nolen
plans to retire in 2008

■

Wilfred E. Nolen, president of Brethren
Benefit Trust (BBT) since the agency's
inception in 1988 and chief administrator and trustee of the Church of the
Brethren Pension Board since 1983,
has announced he will
retire Dec. 31, 2008, or on
a date mutually determined with the BBT
board.
"We, the church, owe
much to Wil," said Harry
Rhodes, BBT board chair.
Nolen has spent his
professional career in
service to the church. He
holds degrees from
Bridgewater (Va.)
College and Bethany
Theological Seminary
and is an ordained minister. In the
mid-1960s, he was selected to coordinate the 1966 National Youth
Conference. Later that year he joined
the General Board on the Christian
Education Commission's youth ministries staff. Over the years, he also
worked for the board as coordinator
of the Fund for the Americas, as a
Parish Ministries Commission consultant for worship and the arts, as
director of the SHARE program, as
Messenger Jan ua ry 2008

coordinator of Development
Ministries, and as director of SERRV
(now A Greater Gift) . In 1983, he
began as administrator of th e
Brethren Pens ion Board . In 1988,
when the Pension Board was moved
into a new organizational structure
named Brethren Benefit Trust, Nolen
was heavily involved
in the restructure .
In volunteer positions, Nolen served
on the boards of
Bridgewater (Va.)
College, the Mutual
Aid Association,
Praxis Mutual Funds,
and as president of
the Church Benefits
Association. He has
had an active avocation in t he ministry of
choral music, serving
as choir director at Highland Avenue
Church of the Brethren in Elgin, Ill., for
37 years, and has led choirs and congregational singing at Annual
Conference and at National Older
Adult Conference.
A president search committee has
been appointed including BBT boa rd
members Harry Rhodes, Janice
Bratton, Eunice Culp, and Donna
Forbes Steiner, along with former
board member H. Fred Bernhard.

Program and Arrangements requests
review of 1983 sexuality statement
Annual Conference's Program and Arrangements Committee will
ask the Standing Committee of district delegates for help in moving the church toward a clarification of its position on homosexuality.
In a Nov. 16-17 meeting, Program and Arrangements drafted a
query to Standing Committee asking, "Is it possible for the
Annual Conference of the Church of the Brethren to review the
section of the 1983 Statement on Human Sexuality that deals with
'homosexual persons and sexuality' and engage the denomination in a study and dialogue in order to clarify the church's
response to homosexual persons?"
Program and Arrangements has perennially received an application for an Annual Conference exhibit from the Brethren and
Mennonite Council for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender
Interests (BMC), an application which has been consistently
denied for a variety of reasons including the 1983 Conference
statement that covenantal relationships between homosexual persons is "unacceptable."
The query also notes that "many in the church believe it is an
issue of justice that the ministries of BMC be granted exhibit space
alongside their sisters and brothers in the church, while many others believe it contradicts scriptural teaching to grant that space." It
states that the Program and Arrangements Committee "believes it is
inappropriate and irresponsible for (the committee) to make a decision that should be made by the church as a whole."
In its response to BMC regarding its decision about this year's
exhibit application, the committee said, "We appreciate your

efforts to plan an exhibit that honors the 1983
Annual Conference
Statement on Human
Sexuality. The concerns
you wish to help the
church address regarding treating lgbt (lesbian, gay bisexual,
transgender) people
with respect and protecting them from violence are extremely
important. At the same
time, we are deeply
concerned . .. that the
exhibit hall is not the
venue that can help our
denomination enter into conversation about the issues of homosexuality, an issue which causes such passionate divisiveness in
our denomination.
"We wish to move forward in seeking to bring before the denomination the need for dialogue about the church's response to homosexual persons," the response continued. "We strongly believe that
the church as a whole must work on these issues and that it is inappropriate and irresponsible for our committee to make a decision
which will be interpreted by each side in this debate as either favoring or opposing its partisan interests. Therefore, we have decided to
put BMC's application for exhibit space on hold, while we ask
Standing Committee to consider" the query.

Annual Conference announces 2008 worship leadership
Leaders for worship, music, and Bible
study have been announced for the 2008
Church of the Brethren Annual Conference
in Richmond, Va ., July 12-16. The conference will celebrate the 300th anniversary
of the Brethren movement and will include
times of joint worship and fellowship with
the Brethren Church.
James Beckwith, moderator of the conference and pastor of Annville (Pa.) Church
of the Brethren, will preach at Saturday
evening's opening worship. David
Shumate, moderator-elect and district
executive minister for Virlina District, will
lead worship for the service.
A joint worship team from the Brethren
Church and Church of the Brethren will
share preaching and worship leading
Sunday morning . The team includes
Christopher Bowman, pastor of Oakton
Church of the Brethren, Vienna, Va.;
Shanthi Edwin of Brush Valley Brethren
Church, Adrian, Pa.; and Arden Gilmer,
pastor of Park Street Brethren Church,

Ashland, Ohio.
On Monday, General Board Ministry
Office executive director Mary Jo FlorySteury will bring the message. Sheri
Weaver of Gap, Pa., will be worship leader.
Tuesday's sermon will be given by Robert
Neff, a Church of the Brethren biblical
scholar and a former general secretary of
the Church of the Brethren General Board.
Stafford Frederick, pastor of Summerdean
Church of the Brethren in Roanoke, Va.,
will lead worship.
For the closing worship service
Wednesday morning, another team of
leaders representing both denominations
will share leadership: Melissa Bennett, a
pastor at Beacon Heights Church of the
Brethren, Fort Wayne, Ind.; Shawn Flory
Replogle, pastor of McPherson (Kan.)
Church of the Brethren; and Leroy A.
Solomon, dean of the Doctor of Ministry
program at the Brethren Church's
Ashland (Ohio) Theological Seminary.
Worship coordinator for the Conference

is Kristi Kellerman of Crystal Lake, Ill., who
serves on the Program and Arrangements
Committee. Leslie Lake of Orrville, Ohio, is
music coordinator and serves on the
Church of the Brethren's 300th Anniversary
Committee. The choir director will be
Jesse E. Hopkins Jr., chair of the Music
Department at Bridgewater (Va.) College.
The Children's Choir director is Sarah Ann
Bowman of Boones Mill, Va. Organist is
Jonathan Emmons of Dover, Del. Leah
Hileman of Cape Coral, Fla., will play piano
and keyboard.
Bible study leaders are Glenn
McCrickard, pastor of Cloverdale (Va.)
Church of the Brethren; David R. Miller,
pastor of Montezuma Church of the
Brethren, Dayton, Va.; and Tom Zuercher,
pastor of Ashland (Ohio) Dickey Church of
the Brethren . Hispanic Bible study coordinators are Irv and Nancy Heishman.
Theological studies will be led by Christina
Bucher, professor of Relig ious Studies at
Elizabethtown (Pa.) College.
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Recent grants from the General Board's

Emergency Disaster Fund
• $40,000 to Church World Service (CWS) following flooding
throughout Asia
• $25,000 each to CWS to support vulnerable Iraqis in Iraq and
displaced by the war; and to continue funding for Brethren
Disaster Ministries projects in Pearl River and Chalmette, La.
• $23,000 to continue funding for Children's Disaster Services
project in New Orleans
• $22,000 to the CWS Emergency Response Specialist program
• $17,000 to continue funding for Brethren Disaster Ministries
project in McComb, Miss.
• $15,000 to CWS following Hurricane Felix in Nicaragua
• $10,000 each to CWS following flooding in Kansas and

Oklahoma; to IMA World Health for health services in Sudan;
and to CWS following flooding in India
• $7,000 each to CWS for aid to Gaza and the West Bank; to
CWS following flooding in eight states in the Midwest; to CWS
following flooding in China
• $5,000 each to Northern Indiana District following the
Nappanee tornado; to Brethren Disaster Ministries/Northern
Plains District project in Minnesota; to CWS following Hurricane
Dean in Haiti and Jamaica; and to CWS for clean-up buckets
• $4,000 to the Southeast Texas Interfaith Organization assisting survivors of Hurricane Rita
• $3,800 to General Board work in Union Victoria, Guatemala
• $3,500 to Disaster News Network
• $2,500 to CWS following flooding in Sudan
• $2,000 to CWS following violence in Kenya
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• Tom Benevento has ended his work as
Latin America/Caribbean specialist for the
General Board's Global Mission
Partnerships office. He began carrying part
of the regional leadership in 1999, following long-term service in Guatemala. As
the position developed, he guided placement of Brethren Volunteer Service and
Global Mission Partnerships workers serving in Latin America and the Caribbean,
explored new opportunities for response
to local community needs, and nurtured
relationships with indigenous organizations. Benevento is beginning a new role
with New Community Project focused on
global climate change and poverty. He
also hopes to establish a model sustainable living center in Harrisonburg, Va.
• Jeanne Davies begins Jan. 14 as coordinator of Workcamp Ministry for the
General Board. She has served as associate
pastor of Highland Avenue Church of the
Brethren in Elgin, 111., since 2004. She was
previously program assistant for the
Congregational Life Ministries of the
General Board from May 2003 to March
2004. Davies earned her bachelor of arts
degree in psychology from the University of
Illinois, and is currently a master of divinity
student at Bethany Theological Seminary.
• J ames Deaton began Oct. 29 as interim managing editor of Brethren Press.
Deaton has worked as a senior specification editor for Abbott Laboratories and as
a technical writer for several telecommunications companies in Chicago's northwest
suburbs. He earned his master of divinity
degree from Garrett-Evangelical
Theological Seminary and has experience
as a Christian educator, student pastor,
and retirement home chaplain for various
denominations. He is a member of First

■
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Congregational Church (UCC) of Elgin, Ill.
• Stephen Lipinski was appointed manager of operations for the Brethren
Foundation Inc., of Brethren Benefit Trust
(BBT), as of Nov. 1. Lipinski will be a primary
contact for clients, working to strengthen
relationships, respond to inquiries, and
assist current and potential clients in utilizing
foundation asset management services and
charitable-giving programs. He comes to
BBT from his own insurance and investment
products business, and from Elgin (Ill.)
Community College, where he teaches
business-related courses. He holds degrees
from the University of Illinois and Elgin
Community College, is qualified as a microcomputer specialist, has experience in
three not-for-profit organizations, and has
extensive experience in the marketing of
financial products.
• Terry Stutzman Mast resigned in
late October as associate editor of the
Gather 'Round curriculum project of
Brethren Press and the Mennonite
Publishing Network. She had se rved in
the position since early 2005. Mast and
her family live in Colorado.
• Kathryn Stutzman of Goshen, Ind.,
and Ryan Richards of Coupeville, Wash.,
have begun two-year assignments in Latin
America as Brethren Volunteer Service
(BVS) workers with the Church of the
Brethren General Board's Global Mission
Partnerships. Stutzman left Oct. 22 to serve
as a wildlife biologist at the lguanario in
Samana, the Dominican Republic. Her bachelor of arts degree is in biology from
Goshen College. Richards left Oct. 13 to
serve as office and volunteer coordinator at
Miguel Angel Asturias Academy,
Ouetzaltenango, Guatemala. His bachelor of
arts degree is in international development

from Juniata College, Huntingdon, Pa.
• John Thomas Sr. retired as special
gift counselor and deferred gift counselor
for the General Board, effective Dec. 31 .
He began work for the board in December
1998 as a financial resource counselor. He
previously pastored several congregations
and was district executive minister for
Southern Plains from 1981 to 1987. He
served a term as interim executive for that
district in the late 1990s. He also has been
a regional director for the CROP program
of Church World Service for 15 years, and
was a public school teacher for six years
and administrator for 16 years. His volunteer service in the church has included
terms as a trustee for McPherson (Kan.)
College, and service on the Standing
Committee of Annual Conference. He
holds degrees from McPherson, Bethany
Theological Seminary, and the University
of Central Oklahoma.
• Norm and Carol Waggy of Goshen,
Ind ., are experiencing a delay in a mission assignment to implement a health
care ministry in the Dominican Republic,
after four months of exploration. In past
mission service, the couple served for
five years with the Rural Health Program
of Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (the
Church of the Brethren in Nigeria). In
early 2007 during a special assignment
w ith the General Board 's Global Mission
Partnerships, the Waggys visited 21 congregations of Iglesia de los Hermanos
(Church of the Brethren) in the
Dominican Republic to gather ideas for a
new health ministry. "For a number of
reasons the church will need more time
to work out the details" of the new ministry, said Merv Keeney, executive director of Global Mission Partnerships.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Jan. 8-21 On Earth Peace
delegation to the Middle East

I

Jan. 12-Feb. 10 Global
Mission Partnerships
Nigeria workcamp
Jan. 27-30 Council of
District Executives meetings, Cocoa Beach, Fla.
Jan. 27-Feb. 15 Brethren
Volunteer Service Unit 278
orientation, Gotha, Fla.
Feb. 3 Service Sunday
Feb. 28-March 2
Brethren Academy new
student orientation,
Richmond, Ind.
March 7-9 Association of
Brethren Caregivers board
meeting, Elgin, Ill.

lrethren Volunteer Service (BVS) Unit 277 held orientation in Missouri/Arkansas District Sept.
3- Oct. 12 with the largest unit in at least a decade. The volunteers worked with West Plains Habitat for
lumanity and many local residents, attended Missouri/Arkansas District conference, and celebrated love
~ast with Kansas City-area Church of the Brethren congregations. Members of Unit 277, their congregao ns or hometowns, and placements are:
Front row from left: Genelle Wine (staff), Callie Surber (staff), Dora Smith, Brummetts Creek Church of
1e Brethren (Green Mountain, N.C.), to Fingerlakes Restorative Justice Center, Rochester, N.Y.; Cassidy
k Fadden, Highland Avenue Church of the Brethren, Elgin, Ill., to CooperRiis, Mill Springs, N.C.; Christina
andya, Naperville (Ill.) Church of the Brethren; Beth Krehbiel, McPherson (Kan.) Church of the Brethren,
) Kilcranny House, Northern Ireland; William Olivencia, Harrisburg (Pa.) First Church of the Brethren, to
amp Myrtlewood, Myrtle Point, Ore.; Ben Bear, Nokesville (Va.) Church of the Brethren, to La Puenta,
lamosa, Colo.
Second row: Stefan Meister, Ketten, Germany, to Lancaster (Pa.) Area Habitat for Humanity; Karen
uhai, Bedford (Pa.) Church of the Brethren, to The Junction, Derry, Northern Ireland; Melani Hom,
lanhattan Beach, Calif., to National Campaign for a Peace Tax Fund, Washington, D.C.; Amanda Smith,
rummetts Creek, to Alderson (W.Va.) Hospitality House; Tory Tevis, Westminster (Md.) Church of the
rethren, to Musicians without Borders, Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina; Ashley Ream, Palmyra, Pa., to
Arche, Kilkenny, Ireland; Bonnie Chase, Bethlehem, Pa., placement pending; Christine Wilkinson,
lympic View Community Church of the Brethren (Seattle), to Tri-City Homeless Coalition, Fremont, Calif.;
i slie Hammer, Livermore, Calif., to Gould Farm, Medford, Mass.
Third row: Sharon Flaten, Bridgewater (Va.) Church of the Brethren, to General Board Youth and Young
dult Ministries, Elgin 111.; Johannes Frey, Esslingen, Germany, to San Antonio (Texas) Catholic Worker
) use; Amy Fishburn, Lawrence, Kan., to Brethren Disaster Ministries, New Windsor, Md.; Heather Lantz,
nvil le Creek Church of the Brethren (Broadway, Va.), to Quaker Cottage, Belfast, Northern Ireland; Beth
errill (staff); Dana Cassell, Roanoke (Va.) First Church of the Brethren, to General Board Ministry Office,
gi n, 111.; Katie Mahuron, Cambridge City, Ind., to Women in Black, Belgrade, Serbia; Kat Stutzman,
) Shen, Ind., to lgunario, Santa Barbara de Samana, Dominican Republic; Ulrich Lyding, Taunusstein,
~rmany, to Brethren Nutrition Program, Washington, D.C.; Katie Hampton, Pendleton, Ore., to OKC
Jrasevic, Mostar, Bosnia-Herzegovina.
Fourth row: Christoph Gutzmann, Bad Oldesloe, Germany, to The Edge, Atlanta; Alex Otake, York Center
1urch of the Brethren (Lombard, Ill.), to SER RV International, New Windsor, Md.; Jerry O'Donnell, Green
~e Church of the Brethren (Oaks, Pa.), to General Board Youth and Young Adult Ministries; Haley McCoy,
3dericktown, Ohio, to Hopewell Inn, Mesopotamia, Ohio; Bob Hayes, Memphis, Tenn., to Trees for Life,
ichita, Kan.; Ryan Richards, Coupeville, Wash., to Colegio Miguel Angel Asturias, Quetzaltenango,
iatemala; Jon Zunkel, Elizabethtown (Pa.) Church of the Brethren, t o Holywell Consultancy, Derry,
>rthern Ireland.

March 8-10 General
Board meeting, Elgin, Ill.
March 9 One Great Hour
of Sharing
March 17-21 Brethren
Volunteer Service spring
retreat, Newark, Ill.
March 27-30 Fellowship
of Brethren Homes Annual
Forum, St. Louis, Mo.
March 27-30 Health
Ministries Assembly, St.
Louis, Mo.
March 28-30 Bethany
Theological Seminary
board of trustees meeting,
Richmond, Ind.
March 29-April "3
Christian Citizenship
Seminar, New York and
Washington, D.C.
April 4-6 Mission Alive
2008, Bridgewater (Va.)
Church of the Brethren;
Roundtable Regional Youth
Conference, Bridgewater
(Va.) College; Regional
Youth Conference at
McPherson (Kan.) College
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'Neglected Voices':

A new look at the Old Testament

Daniel, in that order.
But, many protest, the Old Testament is full of war and violence. True. But now David A. Leiter-writer, Bible scholar, and
pastor of Green Tree Church of the Brethren near
Philadelphia-has finished his book Neglected Voices: Peace in
I'd alter that j ust a little. Brethren who say they don't like the
the Old Testament, which demonstrates that "peace is not
Old Testament have never read the Old Testament. I believe that.
some capricious and peripheral concept but a key component
How can Christians cut themselves off from Job's anguished
that emerges time and again ... " in the Old Testament.
dialogue and Habakkuk's sharp argument with God? Who would
I've been aware that David has been writing this book for some
want to miss out on the peaks and valyears,
and I'm glad it's finally here. This will be an important
leys of human emotions expressed in
book for private reading and will also be useful as an adult electhe vibrant hymn book of the Psalms?
tive for Sunday school and small-group study. It's long overdue.
Why would we want to ignore the dysAfter defining the words "peace" and "shalom," David
functional stories of Genesis that tell us
demonstrates that many passages show nonviolence was an
far more about ourselves than we
option chosen by individuals in the Old Testament, and not just
would like to admit? Zephaniah's
a hope embedded in visions of the last days. Emphasizing that
visions, Haggai 's plea, Nahum's gloat"nonviolent action is not passive. It is not inaction. It is action
ing, Ehud's cleverness-should we
that is nonviolent ... ," David gives examples from the story of
dump these? Can any pastor think
Isaac to the midwives of Exodus, from the history of the kings
about Advent without Isaiah?
to the book of Daniel, that demonstrate civil disobedience and
Brethren are fond of saying we have
nonviolent choices that led to peace.
no creed but the New Testament, without realizing that this is a
David mines Old Testament law to demonstrate that the purmore modern formulation . The early Brethren quoted the Old
pose
of Torah and interpretation is to institute a just society now
Testament all the time. Our hymns were built around the Song
that
will
lift up the poor; protect the alien, widow, and orphan with
of Songs and the Psalms. Although they recognized the New
other powerless individuals; and create lasting peace. He walks us
Testament as the foundation of their practice, they used the
through the worship resources of Psalms to illustrate the way
whole Bible in their teaching and writing.
peace permeates the relationship of God and the people. And he
Christina Bucher, dean of faculty and professor of religion at
does not neglect the visions of the prophets that point to history's
Elizabethtown College, made this point and several others in
end as a peace that will encompass all of creation and all peoples
an address to the tercentennial conference "Honoring a
into the righteousness of God.
David is not prooftexting a few convenient
passages, but guiding readers
DAVID MINES OLD TESTAMENT LAW TO DEMONSTRATE THAT
through
stories, chapters, and books
THE PURPOSE OF TORAH AND INTERPRETATION IS TO INSTITUTE
that
demonstrate
God's goal of peace.
A JUST SOCIETY NOW THAT WILL LIFT UP THE POOR; PROTECT
Nor
does
he
back
away from inconvenTHE ALIEN, WIDOW, AND ORPHAN WITH OTHER POWERLESS
ient truths, stating at one point, for
INDIVIDUALS; AND CREATE LASTING PEACE.
instance, "This Psa lm (85) seems to
underscore the hard reality that though
we are nice to others, they may not be nice to us. When we
Legacy, Embracing a Future" on Oct. 12, 2007. And she
promote peace in our lives and extend the olive branch to those
reminded us of a telling point: the first-century Christians had
w ith whom we have conflict, we are never assured that they
no New Testament. Their Bible was the Hebrew scriptures.
will accept the offer of peace. This psalm underscores another
Bob Neff, former general secretary and former president of
hard reality: It is very difficult to respond to hate with peace."
Juniata College, was fond of leading workshops and worship
Neglected Voices is directed at a wider audience than just us
with nothing but the Hebrew scriptures when he was professor
Brethren, but our history and heritage are amon§ the many
of Old Testament at Bethany Theological Seminary, reminding
examples used by David to illustrate his points. Perhaps after
his listeners that the early Christians didn't have copies of
Brethren read this book they wil l crack open the unused-and
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
larger-po rtion of their Bibles and appreciate why the early
And finally, New Testament scholar and
Brethren writers loved to quote these scriptures in their poetry,
church historian Grady Snyder has demonhymns, devotional writings, and sermons. Thanks to David
strated that the art of the persecuted church
Le iter perhaps these voices won't be so neglected. li!
of the first three centuries had, as its favorite
subjects, the stories of Jonah, Noah, and
Frank Ramirez is pastor of Everett {Pa.) Church of the Brethren.

rrere's an old television advertisement for one of
.lh4.ny favorite cold cereals that went like this:
"People who say they don't like Chex cereals have
never tried Chex cereals."
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ONCAMPUS
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.)
Nancy Miller Bowman, Mensel D. Dean Jr.,
Carl R. Fike, Asa Wesley Graves VI, Stephen L.
Hollinger, Stephanie LaPrade Naff, Ronald E.
Sink, Barbara B. Stoltzfus, Donna Lee Walker,
and Kathy G. Wright were newly elected to
Bridgewater's board of trustees on Nov. 2.
Fike (Oakland, Md.), Hollinger (Haymarket,
Va.), Naff (Tryon, N.C.), and Sink (Blue Ridge,
Va.) are Church of the Brethren members.

Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.)
Having raised nearly $47 million,
Elizabethtown celebrated the successful
closing of its campaign, "To Serve
Tomorrow, " at an Oct. 26 President's Dinner.
The college surpassed its original $35 million goal by 34 percent. A portion of those
funds supported construction of the Masters
Center for Science, Mathematics, and
Engineering and its Lyet Wing for Biological
Sciences, which were dedicated Oct. 20.

Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.)
Women's volleyba ll player Amber Thomas
of Ephrata, Pa., an outside hitter, was
named the 2007 Division Ill American
Volleyball Coaches Association Player of
the Year.... Juniata's Habitat for Humanity
chapter planned a "Shack-a-Thon" Nov. 30Dec. 1 to raise funds for a spring break
house-building trip to Lakeland, Fla. About
25 students were expected to take part.

University of La Verne (La Verne, Calif.)
La Verne, with Fairfield (Conn .) University,
has received a four-year, $200,000 grant
from the US Department of Education . The
grant provides funds for faculty and student exchanges between La Verne and
Fairfield and two Brazilian partners,
Universidade Estadual do Norte
Fluminense and Universidade do Vale do
Rio dos Sinos. The project will explore
migration, environment, and poverty.

No question: Youth Peace Travel Team plants seeds
I had no idea what I was getting myself into at the beginning of the summer! I left
my home in Franklin County, Va., with a suitcase, a backpack, and many, many
questions as I headed into several months on the Youth Peace Travel Team .
Some of my questions were answered at Ministry Summer Service orientation. I met teammates Amanda Glover and Audrey Hollenberg, and it was
a relief to know we all had the same questions. I also met my mentor,
Susanna Farahat; as we all talked to our mentors, we learned more about
our summer. We would be traveling to seven Church of the Brethren camps,
Annual Conference, and several churches along our journey.
What would we do at our first camp, Woodland Altars? W e had a great
week leading vespers on the bluff, learning from th e youth what they
thought about peace, eating over the campfire, and lead ing Bible studies.
How long will we be in the car to get to Camp Eder? Eight hours! We enjoyed
leading Bible studies around a campfire and at the Moose Tree and finding out
what these campers knew about peace with a Jeopardy game we created.
What is a peace demonstration like? It was a great experience to join with
people in Cleveland and witness to the area.
What will junior highs at Shepherd's Spri ng have to say about peace? We
had great conversations about why people fight and how we coul d fix those
problems without going to war.
How is the view from the Rockpile at Camp Swatara? Breathtaking! We
spent some time hiking with elementary campers, leading vespers for junior
high campers, and Bible class with youth Mountainside campe rs.
What did we do in La Verne, Calif., for a week? We helped La Verne Church
of the Brethren with Young Peacemakers' Camp, a weeklong camp for children of all religious backgrounds.
What does all this mean for the future? After much thought, I decided that I
spent my summer as a farmer. We planted seeds of peace where we went by
being in relationships with youth and adults and talking with them about our
lives, and listening to their own stories. I may not ever know what happens to the
seeds we left behind, but hopefully they will grow and be fruitful, being supported by those around them and continuing to be strong in their faith.--Emily LaPrade
Emily LaPrade, a st udent at Bridgewater (Va.) College, was a member of the 2007 Youth Peace Trave l
Team. This report origi nal ly appeared in the "Bridge" young adu lt newsletter.
Applications (due Feb. 4) are now being taken for the 2008 Youth Peace Travel Team. Detai ls are at
www.brethren .org/genbd/witn ess/YPTT.htm. For details on M inistry Summer Service, which covers a variety of summer m inistry placements, see www.brethren .org/genbd/yya/mss.htm .

Manchester College (North Manchester, Ind.)
About 40 philosophers from around the
nation made presentations and discussed
the question "Is peace possible?" Nov. 1-4
as the college hosted a national Concerned
Philosophers for Peace conference. The
public was invited to sit in on many of the
sessions . The conference was sponsored
by the college's Peace Studies Institute and
department of religion and philosophy.

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.)
McPherson's enrol lment has increased for
the fifth year in a row, with 498 full-time
students enrolled for the fal l semester. It's
the largest enrollment the college has seen
since 1976 . ... 2007 Young Alumni Awards
went to Shannan Kirchner-Holmes of Port
Townsend, Wash.; Jenny Stover-Brown of
Wichita, Kan .; and Doug Lengel of
Carlsbad, Calif.
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Peace
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Spring 2008 Regional Workshop Schedule
February

16, 17;
23, 24

February

22,23

February

28-29

Faith-based Mediation (30 Hours) Milford, IN
Mediation skills for congregational leaders and members

Basic Conflict Mediation for Peacemakers:
At Home, Work or Play (8 hours) Columbus, Ohio
Introduction to mediation for community members

West Marva Matthew 18 Training for Trainers
Keyser; WV
Matthew 18 leadership skills for D & R Committee members

~

Exploring Consensus
Decision-making Dayton, OH
An introduction to the consensus process
for leaders and congregational members

~

Healthy Congregations
Hooversville, PA
Systems theory for pastors and leaders

/

For details and
registration
information, click on:

www.brethren.org/
oepa/mor/upcoming/
or contact
a nnie. clark@veri zon. net
or 260-982-8595.

Frank Ramirez
Everett Pa.

0

Missouri/ Arkansas Matthew 18 Training for Trainers
Peace Valley, MO
Matthew 18 leadership skills for Shalom Team members

~

i

Mutual Aid Association
seeks new leadership

Keeping a Cool Head in a Hot Meeting
New Windsor; MD
Facilitation of difficult meetings for all church leaders

L!!....J

I appreciate the wide range of letters and
think it is appropriate that differing opinions are printed . I would agree with the letter of Vincent E. Cable [November 2007]
that the Bible is "God-breathed" and with
his assertion that just because an issue
isn't directly addressed doesn't mean that
we cannot discern the mind of Christ.
I respectfully disagree with his method
of scripture interpretation, which seems to
involve stringing disparate verses together, and leads him to the following comment: "Just because someone is born with
a certain thing, it doesn't follow that that
certain thing is normal or good (such as
Down's Syndrome and or other types of
physical or mental infirmities)."
Developmentally disabled sisters and
brothers are normal and good. Period.

Position:
President/General Manager for Mutual Aid
Association for Church of the Brethren /Brethren
Mutual Aid Agency/ MAA Share Fund, Inc
Location:
Abilene, Kan. (2 1/2 hours West of Kansas City)
Description:
Serve as the principal administrator of the organization. Plan, direct, and coordinate programs and staff
to assure that stated board objectives are attained,
policyholder needs are met, and effective internal
and external relationships are maintained.
Demonstrate leadership skills and office management. Direct the organization's vision, cooperatively
w ith the Board of Directors.
Qualifications:
Hold Church of the Brethren values; be trustworthy and rel iable; have a positive attitude toward
change; demonstrate effective written and oral
commun ication skills; demonstrate successful
people skills; have insurance and marketing experience; have managerial or supervisory experience; minimum education of a bachelor's degree.
Compensation and Benefits: .
Salary commensurate with experience; pension
and med ical benefits; vacation and other leave.
Start Date:
March 1, 2008, or negotiable
Contact:
Send letter of interest, along with one-page
resume, and minimum salary requirement to:
Chair, MAA Board of Directors
c/o 3094 Jeep Road, Abilene, KS 67410
Fax: 785-598-2214
Phone: 785-598-2212
e-mai l: maa@maabrethren.com

•
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A time to consider
This is birthday celebration time. That is good. I
love the Church of the Brethren, and we have a
lot to celebrate. We have a rich heritage.
It is also a time to take stock. Have we been
faithful to our heritage? What do we see as
we study more deeply the life and teachings
of Jesus as Alexander Mack and others saw
them? Have we blended too much into our
society and lost our unique identity? Have we
been too accepting of our benefits from our
government and not questioned the government's misled and false directions? Have we
lost our distinctive peace witness?
Many of us have relatives who were persecuted. Is there anything we dare risk for our beliefs
and desire to follow Jesus' life and teachings?
As we celebrate our past, I pray we can
count the cost, stand tall, look to the future,
and move forward being a beacon to others-not to follow the pathway of death, but
following Jesus' way to life. May we keep
before us what Jesus taught us to pray, difficult as it may be: "Thy (God's) Kingdom
(realm) come on earth as it is in heaven."
Dorotha Fry Mason
North Manchester, Ind.

This 4-DVD collection
brings together a dozen
and a half of the most
significant films and videos
from the church's archives,
including several that are
available for the first time.
Let the captivating footage
in this collection bring you
a greater understanding of
the church's past by taking
you to places like China,
Nigeria, Puerto Rico,
Sudan, and Guatemala.
Priced at $39.95 it is an
affordable addition to both
church and home libraries.

f~ ~=
Brethren Press

Call Brethren Press
today for your copy.

145 1 Dundee Avenu e, Elgin, IL 60120-1694
www.brethrenpress.com

800-441-3712

Alli.Mutual Aid Association

/t11.11l FOR C HURC H O F TH E BRE THREN

Opportunity for
Child & Adolescent Psychiatrist

MAA's Home Office Staff

Let us help you start
the New Year right ...
call today for a
quote!
Insure Your Property with MAA:
'''Home '~Farms '~Personal Property
''Businesses ''Rentals ''' Collectibles
''Churches '"Camps

1-800-255-1243

Email: maa@maabrethren.com
www.maabrethren.com

Oaklawn, a major mental health provider in the midwest, seeks a child
and adolescent psychiatrist to join our team of 10 psychiatrists, five of
whom are certified in child and adolescent psychiatry.
• Located in Goshen, Indiana, a mid-sized rural community
• Two hours from Chicago and three hours from Indianapolis
• Community offers a cost of living 17.6% below national average
• Faith-based heritage; founded by Mennonite, Church of
the Brethren and Brethren in Christ churches
• Competitive salary, RVU-based incentive, signing bonus,
relocation expense, student loan forgiveness
• Call of 1 :6 weekends and one weekday every two weeks

To learn about Oaklawn,
visit our web site at
www.oaklawn .org.
For more information
about this position, contact
Human Resources at
1-800-282-0809, ext. 675.
All inquiries kept confidential.

~
0AKLAWN
Toward Health and W holeness

330 Lakeview Drive, PO Box 809
Gosh en, Indiana 46527

Messenger Jan uary 2008

■

Literal may not be accurate
I want to comment on one part of
Brother Leckrone's letter to the editor in
the November 2007 MESSENGER. It seems
to me the Luke 22:36 reference to Jesus'
saying, "If you don't have a sword, sell
your cloak and buy one," needs to be
looked at carefully.
After reading about the teachings and
actions of Jesus in the Gospels of
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and

IN MEMORIAM
Rev. Lloyd

Stauffer died on Aug. 26, 2007. His wife

Miriam (nee Hess) predeceased him in 1990. Lloyd and
Miriam served various Church of the Brethren parishes over
a 30-year span. Lloyd received his call as a member of the
Conestoga Church of the Brethren and graduated from
Juniata College and Bethany Theological Seminary. Later he
pursued further studies at Union Theological Seminary and
Yale University. Miriam graduated from Yo ungstown State
University with a degree in special education and was
actively teaching at the time of her death. Well-read in theology and geography, she was hostess to visitors of many
religiou s and cultural backgrounds throughout their lives
together. Lloyd actively participated in the church at the district level for many years in Michigan. He supported CROP
and the Heifer Project, and was involved in community outreach, cooperative community ministries, campus ministry,

then reading all the rest of the New
Testament writers who also understand
Jesus' position to be the nonviolent way
of God's Kingdom, how can we possibly
even begin to take this verse as a
"clear" understanding that Jesus would
support violent response to anyone? It
begs for interpretation.
Harper's Bible Commentary's explanation of that verse provides a good
understanding for me: "To stress the
critical nature of what lies before them
and the establishment of day care centers and low-income
housing. He was also regional executive of the National
Council of Churches in Michigan and earlier worked with
the NCC as an investigator in Meridian, Mississippi, following the deaths of three civil rights workers there. Lloyd and
Miriam collaborated to present a strong theology of nonviolence, civil rights, and ecumenism to their parishes. They
encouraged the appreciation of nature, music, and the fine
arts in worship. Lloyd maintained his organic gardening
until late in life, continuing to plant roses and trees in
Miriam's memory.
Lloyd and Miriam are survived by three daughters and
five grandchildren. Mary Bray, Barbara Lockie-Brown, and
Susan Stauffer (Neil) retain fond memories of early life from
the Clover Creek Church to the "Van Buren Street" Seminary
and places before and beyond in Pennsylvania, Illinois,
Michigan, and Ohio. Miriam and Lloyd are interred in the
Eby Cemetery in Lancaster, Pa.: "They sang together."

TRAVEL WITH TOURMAGINATION
TO EXPLORE THE WORLD
ENGLAND, SCOTLAND and WALES
(June 25 - July 7)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE (July 7-20)
EXPLORING YOUR FAMILY ROOTS
in EUROPE (August 25 - September 7)
MENNONITE STORY in POLAND
with PETER KLASSEN (September 16-24)
CHINA and a YANGTZE RIVER CRUISE
(October 8-21)

2008TOURS
AN ANTARCTIC EXPERIENCE (January 2-14)
VIETNAM (January 18 - February 4)
AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND (February 1-21)
LEARNING ABOUT MENNONITES in PUERTO RICO
and a SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE
(February 27 - Morch 8)
MEXICO (February 29 - Morch 9)
SPRINGTIME CRUISE from AMSTERDAM to PARIS
(Morch 22 - April 2)

2009 & 2010 TOURS
CHECK OUR WEB SITE

EXPERIENCE SOUTH AMERICA (Morch 28 - April 11)
VISIT "TRANSYLVANIA EMERGING" - ROMANIA
and HUNGARY (April 21 - May 2 - with MEDA)
MOSCOW and SIBERIA (May 24 - June 4)

ISRAEL/PALESTINE with AMBS (May 25 - June 4)
MENNONITE GREAT TREK ALONG
the SILK ROAD (May 25 - June 9)
ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 4-16)
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CLASSIFIEDADS
Manchester College invites applicants for tenure-

track position of Assistant/Associate Professor of Computer
Science, beginning fall 2008, to teach Java, software engineering, and database management, and other courses
related to candidate's expertise. Responsibilities include
ongoing development of the program. Ideal candidate will
be oriented to software engineering and be comfortable
interfacing with industry.
This position may include one-quarter release time to
develop relationships with local industries in order to
develop students who are ready to meet the professional
demands of software engineering.
Ph.D in computer science or related field (ABD considered), or master's degree in computer science or software
engineering with successful industry or teaching experi en ce required .
For more info and faculty application, see www.manchester.edu. Review begins Jan. 14 until filled . Submit
cover letter, curriculum vitae or resume', and faculty application to: Academic Affairs, Manchester College, 604 E
College Ave. North Manchester, IN 46962 or e-mail:
ksmeyer@manchester.edu . FAX 260-982 -3211 . Equa l
Opportunity Employer.
Travel - "Waterways of Russia" Tour September 14-

26, 2008. Begin in St. Petersburg, and then cruise the
mighty Volga and Neva rivers to visit Mandrogi, Kiszi,
Goritsy, Yarolsalvl, Uglich, ending in Moscow. Itinerary
includes visits to villages previously "off limits" to foreign
tourists. All outside cabins and all meals. Basic price: Only
$2899 from Washington, D.C. Ed and Edie Bontrager,
TravelVenture Tours, Harrisonburg, VA. Call 540-438-8304;
e-mail eebontrag@aol.com for brochure.

2008 Brethren Anniversary Tours Ed-Ventures, Inc., a
tour operator with over 30 years of experience in European
group travel, is offering 3 different and creative itineraries
to Europe in summer 2008, all to include the 300-yea r
anniversary celebration in Schwarzenau. Each tour accompanied by a professional tour director and Brethren pastor.
Zurich-Amsterdam (Host: Jim Miller); Berlin-Zurich (Host:
Jim Hardenbrook); Munich-Amsterdam (Host: Fred
Bernhard). For information and brochures call 800-6587128 or visit: www.ed-ventures.com .

PASTORS NEEDED. Congregations in many of the

"Building bridges among Mennonites and other Christians
around the world through custom-designed travel. "

CALL 1-800-565-0451
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR
E-MAIL: office@tourmagination.com
WEB: www.tourmagination.com
9 WillowStreet, Waterloo, ON N2J l V6 Canoda

and Jesus (whose trial and death will
fulfill Isa . 53:12), the disciples are told
that present conditions demand the
opposite of the days of early mission
journeys when nothing was needed, all
was provided (Luke 22:35). This crisis
calls for full equipment, for it is a time
of conflict and death. Jesus uses the
word "sword" symbolically, but they
hear him literally. Jesus drops the subject. That they have two swords reflects
the degree of their misunderstanding of

Reg. #50014322

2308 Wood Street, Lancaster, PA 17 603 USA

denomination's 23 districts are in need of strong, trained
Christian leaders who are dedicated to Church of the
Brethren beliefs and practices to serve as pastor. The available placements are both full-time and part-time and
include some associate/second staff positions. The congregations vary widely in size and program. A full listing of
openings can be found at www.brethren .org/genbd/ministry/placement.htm. Contact the appropriate district executive or call the Ministry office at 800-323 -8039.

Jesus' messianic role (cf. Acts 1:6)."
The above interpretation satisfies my concerns about the Luke 22:36 text and illustrates to me that a literal reading of the
Bible sometimes is not an accurate reading.
Paul Coffman
South English, Iowa

Jesus said, 'Love your enemies'
In response to David Leckro ne's letter
[November 20071, I fail to see how he
establishes as a fact that Jesus "definitely was not a pacifist."
True, Jesus made no pronouncements
against war directly, but what he did say

Please send information to be
included in Ti1rning Points to Jean
Clements, 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin,
IL 60120; 800-323-8039 ext. 206;
jclements_gb@brethren.org.
Information must be complete in
order to be published.
Information older than one year
cannot be published.

New Members
Burnettsville, Ind .: Carol Ruff
Clover Creek, Martinsburg, Pa.:
Linda Lou Appleman , Aaron
Donald Baker, Eric N.
Bridenbaugh, Andrea N. Fox,
Derrike W. Fox, Anthony M.
Langer, Katlyn Ann Reighard,
Kristopher R. Stern, Bryan
Allen Stone
Crest Manor, South Bend, Ind. :
Margaret Birr, Em ily Migl io re,
Brandon Thomas
Dayton, Va.: Jim Short, Sally
Short, Alan Zigler, Kelly
Zigler
East Chippewa , Orrville, Ohio :
Andy Magas
Grossnickle, Myersville, Md .:
Kenzi Brigham, Cole H aines,
Kenneth Klipp, Ill , Gabrielle
Riggs, Aubrey Thomasson,
Helen Thomasson, Russell
Wiles, Betty Wiles, Jen nie
Leatherman, Gary Moser,
Glenna Moser
Harrisburg, First, Harri sbu rg,
Pa.: Julie Perdue, James
Perdue, Patricia Dixon, Roger
Dixon
Manassas, Va.: Elizabeth Bryne,
Alex Eberl y, Angela Harner,
Jan Hawkins, Jordan Rigney
Maple Grove, Ashland , Ohio: Bill
Ferguson, Charlie S ikora
Mechanicsburg, Pa.: Hanna
Martin
Miami, First, Miami, Fla.: Karen
Encarnacion, Shirley
Encarnacion, Mona Lou
Teeter
Midway, Lebanon, Pa. : Anrnnda
Border, Charles Heckman,
Sheri H eckman, Abbie
Heckman , Elizabeth
Villanueva, Morgan
Bal sbaugh, Darlene Snavely,

in Matthew 5:43-48 cuts right to the
heart of the matter. The bumper sticker
sums it up nicely: "When Jesus said,
'Love your enemies,' he probably meant
don't kill them."
Although many Christians have justified certain wars as so-called "just
wars"- on the basis that J esus was
referring on ly to personal relationships,
not international ones-the Brethren and
other Anabaptists groups have argued
that this is inconsistent with Jesus'
admonition to "love our enemies" and to
"pray for our persecutors."
The early Christians held this same view,
in that for nearly 300 years after Jesus'

Neil Moyer, Joy Moyer, Grace
Nicolaisen, Holly Ebersole,
Mike Border, Lora Border,
Will Swanger, Norma
Swanger, D rew Bausher,
Danielle Bausher, Angela
Groff
Modesto, Calif.: Jack Names
Mountville, Pa .: Steven Hess,
Nancy H ess
Prairie City, Iowa : Brian Van
Ekeren, Amanda Van Ekeren
Springfield, Coopersburg, Pa .:
Jim Price, Jane Price, Taylor
Rufe, Rick Korn, Donna
Korn, Dallas Rosenberger
Waterford , Calif. : Brett
Blanchard, Jerry Hernandez,
Megan Hernandez, Jeremiah
Irizarry, Brodie Brown, Tanner
Paul

Anniversaries
Bane, William and Velma,
Burlington, W.Va. , 60
Brounce, Howard and Janet,
Aiken, S.C. , 55
Delauter, Eugene and Janice,
H agerstown, Md., 50
Evans, Clarence and Rhelma,
Sheldon, Iowa, 65
Gaver, Eugene and Marilyn,
Myersville, Md ., 50
Grossnickle, Robert Lee and
Betty, Myersville, Md ., 50
Harbaugh, Merlin and Melba,
Waterloo, Iowa, 60
Leatherman, Clarence and
G lendoris, Myersville, Md., 60
Moon, Walter and Evaline,
Friedens, Pa., 70
Myers, Paul and Ella, Fostoria,
Ohio, 50
Shank, Glendon and Mildred,
Ocala, Fla ., 60
Stoner, John and Jean, New
Cumberland, Pa., 50
Worthington, Ellis and Edna,
Newville, Pa., 50

Deaths
Barkley, Mered ith, 85 ,
Davidsville, Pa. , Nov. 22,
2006
Bricker, Ronald , 65, Hershey,
Pa., Oct. 22

Bryant, Edith, 83, Udell, Iowa,
Oct . 19
Carr, James Edward, 76,
Calloway, Va., Oct . 20
Cline, Fred M., 81 , Spartanburg,
S.C. , Aug. 14
Conway, Alice, 88, Saint Louis,
Mo., Jan. 13, 2007
Dawson, David, 80, Frederick,
Md., April 21
Delaughter, Richard, Jr., 63,
Keymar, Md. , Oct. 19
Diehl, Violet E., 95, Penn Laird,
Va ., Oct. 31
Dively, Lois, 67, Somerset, Pa.,
Oct. 19
Eiler, Ruth, 85, North
Manchester, Ind., Oct. 7
Fritz, Preston 0., 89, New
Windsor, Md. , Sept. 30
Garber, Sara, 73, Martinsburg,
Pa., July I
Geib, Alice, 86, Cordova, Md.,
Sept. 26
Grossnickle, Robert T. , 77 ,
Myersville, Md. , Sept. 25
Hardy, Robbie E., 53,
Jacksonville, Fla., Oct. 19
Harnishfager, Erma M ., 91,
Bluffton, Ohio, Oct. 26
Haworth, Paul B., 93, Fostoria,
Ohio, Oct. 28
Hickert, Wava V, 86, Norton,
Kan., Oct. 20
Jarrels, Charles W. , 90,
Harrisonburg, Va., Nov. 6
Kaucher, Pearl, 95, Reading, Pa .,
Oct. 18
Labik, Mae Keyser, 91 , Oaks,
Pa. , Oct. 26
Lang, Ervin, 76, Hampstead,
Md., Nov. 10
Lape, Eva, 90, Somerset, Pa.,
Oct. 14
Leatherman, Edna, 82,
Middletown, Md., June 12
Leatherman, Ethel, 86,
Middletown, Md., July 5
Lehman, Maxine, 77, Wooster,
Ohio, Oct. 16
Lenker, Eva, 79, Mechanicsburg,
Pa. , Oct. 4
Lohr, Edith, 99, Indian Head,
Pa. , Sept. 9
Marker, Jean, 69, Glendora,
Calif., Sept. 1 7
Mason, Vada D., 78, Bealeton,
Va ., Oct. 7

death Christians did not serve in the army.
It was only when the Emperor Constantine
converted to Christianity and had his army
baptized that soldiers could become
Christians and remain in the military.
Jesus went to the cross rather than lead
a rebellion against Rome. Surely if anyone had a just cause for war it was the
Son of God, but he wanted to show us
that God's love extends to all humankind,
and that sacrificial love ultimately triumphs over violence. His death on the
cross is our hope for salvation, and he
calls us to follow is his footsteps.

Mishler, John D., 9 1, Nor th
Manchester, Ind ., Oct. 19
Mishler, Milton M., 77, Troy,
Ohio, Oct. 28
Morrison, Harold, 74,
Myersville, Md ., Dec. 14,
2006
Moyer, Patricia, 80, Altoona, Pa .,
Sept. 27
Noah, Nancy Dunmire, 71,
Pittsburgh, Pa, , Oct. 29
Pritchard, Dorothy L., 87,
Dixon, Ill ., Oct. 19
Redner, Mary, 89, Wyomissing,
Pa., Jul y 14
Reinhold, Jean B. , 72 ,
Centreville, Md., Oct. 14
Ross, Helen, 94, North
Manchester, Ind ., Oct. I 7
Ross, Mary Elizabeth, 87, North
Manchester, Ind., Oct. 14
Rush, Alice L., 93 , Ashland,
Ohio, Oct. 18
Sampson, Maxine, 86, South
Bend, Ind., Nov. 10
Schroyer, Elizabeth, 88 ,
Frederick, Md. , Nov. 13 , 2006
Shepley, Lena, 90, Walkersville,
Md., Feb. 6, 2007
Smith, Carrie Lee Swift, 86,
Manassas, Va., Aug. 10
Smith, Glea R., 86, North
Manchester, Ind. , Sept. 24
Smythe, J. Robert, 88,
Wyomissing, Pa., Sept. 26
Snyder, Floyd, 88, Wooster,
Ohio, Oct. 8
Stansbury, Richard, 42, Glade
Hill, Va., Oct. 24
Stees, Catherine, 90, Freeport,
Ill., Oct. 16
Stowe, Edward W., Jr., 81 ,
Lombard, Ill., Nov. 4
Summers, Grayson E., 96,
Middletown, Md. , Oct. 2
Wiles , Austin, 89, Boonsboro,
Md ., Jan. 28, 2007

Licensings
White, Randy, S. Ohio Dist.
(Constance, Hebron, Ky.) ,
Aug. 26

Ordinations
Beachy, Lewis, W. Marva Dist.
(Cortner Union, Oakland,
Md .), Oct. 21

Dave Fouts
Maysville, W.Va

Cox, Karen, W. Plains Dist.
(Boulder Mennonite
Church/ Brethren Fellowship,
Boulder, Colo.), Oct. 7
Zellers, Michael D., N . Ohio
Dist. (Freeburg, Paris, Ohio) ,
Nov. 4

Placements
Clark, Terry K. , from team pastor, Pipe Creek, Union Bridge,
Md., to team pastor,
Beachdale, Berlin, Pa., Nov. I
Clark, Wanda Mills, from team
pastor, Pipe Creek, Union
Bridge, Md., to team pastor,
Beachdale, Berlin, Pa. , Nov. 1
Deoleo, Ruben, from director of
Hispanic ministries, Atlantic
Northeast District,
Elizabethtown, Pa., to
Congregational Life Team,
Intercultural Ministries, Area
2, General Board, Elgin, Lil.,
Nov. 12
Ehret, Victoria L., from interim
to pastor, Saint Petersburg,
Fla. , July 22
Flory, Brian T., from pastor.
Ambler, Pa., to team pastor,
Beacon Heights, Fort Wayne,
Ind. , Oct. 28
McIntyre, Timothy W. , pastor,
Riddlesburg, Pa., Nov. 1
Prejean, Kristie, pastor, Roanoke,
La., May I
Replogle, Norman L., from pas tor, Pine Creek, North Liberty,
Ind ., to pastor, West Goshen,
Goshen, Ind ., Nov. I •
Simmons, Brian N., from pastor,
Pike Run, Somerset, Pa. and
Shade Creek, Ridge,
Hooversville, Pa., to pastor,
Roxbury, Johnstown , Pa. , Nov.
1
Stover, Paul J., Jr., from interim
to pastor, Jeters Chapel,
Vinton, Va., Nov. 1
Troutman, Dennis, from pastor
to associate pastor,
Riddlesburg, Pa. , Nov. 1
White, Randy, pastor, Constance,
Hebron, Ky., July 1
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but be transfarmed

T i s fall brought the opportunity to see a friend
:~ar in a production of the timeless musical
Beauty and the Beast. It's is a perennial favorite, from

I

Broadway to high school stages, because it's a classic story of
transformation.
The Beast, actually a prince cursed because he refuses to
show love and hospitality to a stranger, can only find redemption when someone can learn to love
him in his hideous state-and he, in
turn, can show love to them. That love
is found, of course, and the Beast and
other residents of his castle are ultimately returned to their human forms,
now happier and wiser.
The fall also brought numerous
opportunities for travel around the
denomination, and the concept of
transformation was everywhere there,
too. Some examples:
• Western Plains District held its
annual "The Gathering" event (see
story, p. 20), a centerpiece of its ongoing and energizing congregational transformation process. "Transformation is about
attitude," a member of one congregation noted.
• At a Vital Pastors conference in Texas, four of the six
cohort groups reporting had "transformation" as part of the
question they explored over the past two years. "As we
become transformed ... it's through those things that others
can begin their journeys toward transformation," a pastor

At another of those fall stops, the Illinois/Wisconsin District
conference, Naperville (Ill.) pastor Dennis Webb spoke about
transformation at the closing worship service. "We want to be
transformed, but we do not want to pay the price of transformation," he said . As a result, he observed, we end up in
"spiritual paralysis."
That thinking is backed up in the book Divided by Faith, by
Michael 0. Emerson and Christian Smith. It primarily looks at
the race issue in America, especially in the context of the
evangelical church, but also examines some broader trends.
The authors ask why the church has largely remained segregated. A key reason, they find, is that it's easier and more
comfortable that way.
"If we accept the oftentimes reasonable proposition that most
people seek the greatest benefit for the least cost, they will seek
meaning and belonging with the least change possible,"
Emerson and Smith write. "Thus, if they can go to either the
Church of Meaning and Belonging, or the Church of Sacrifice
for Meaning and Belonging, most people choose the former. It
provides benefit for less cost." The church talks idealistically,
they say, but it is structured to maintain the status quo.
In the musical, the Beast has become resigned to his fate,
all but giving up on finding love. When love does eventually
come tantalizingly close, he discovers he must let it go. Only
then does it return in full flower, and the transformation can
come.
Learning to love and learning to let go-it may sound simplistic, but it's still applicable: Letting go of preconceptions,
prejudice, closed-mindedness, even some personal prefer-

Learning to love and learning to let go-it may sound simplistic, but it's
still applicable: Letting go of preconceptions, prejudice, closedmindedness, even some personal preferences, and learning to love again
as the members of the community and family of God that we are.
from Southern Ohio shared.
• The 300th anniversary theme this year contains the
phrase "Transformed in Christ," and the General Board has
selected "Be transformed," drawn from Rom. 12:2, as its 2008
theme.
It seems that everyone wants transformation. The question
is whether we are willing to "count well the cost" of that
process . Growth and change seldom come without pain.
Death precedes resurrection. That's the message of the
anniversary theme scripture from John 12: "unless a grain of
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit."

ences, and learning to love again as the members of the com munity and family of God that we are. Releasing ourselves
from the things that hold us back from fully following Jesus
Christ, and opening our hearts to the Spirit's movement.
Love God, and love your neighbor. For the glory of God and
my neighbor's good.
·
That, to quote the musical's lyrics, is a tale as old as time.
And it's the route to transformation.
Dennis Webb warned the district conference congregation,
"We are at a point ... where we no longer have the luxury of
having change as an option ." All signs suggest he's co rrect.
How we face that change, though-that's up to us.-Ed.~

COMING IN FEBRUARY: Profiles of Alexander Mack Jr. and Christopher Sauer; a global Brethren
identity; a look at the Church Member Profile; Bible study on Matthew; and more.
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NOAC is a
Church of the
Brethren
conference
offering
inspiration,
renewal and
community for
adults 50
and older.
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Presenters include:
Donald Kraybill, Professor and Senior Fellow,
Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies
Jane Thibault, Associate Professor, Family and
Geriatric Medicine, University of Louisville

Preachers include:
Frank Ramirez, pastor of the
Everett (PA) Church of the Brethren
Sandy Bosserman, former district
executive for Missouri/Arkansas District

Featuring:
Bible Study - Stephen Breck Reid,
Dean of Bethany Theological Seminary
Hymn Sing- Wil Nolen,
President of Brethren Benefit Trust

Registration materials will be
mailed to past attendees and
pastors in February 2008
and also available on-line at
www.brethren-caregivers.org.
Association of Brethren Caregivers

PROGRAM BOOKLET (available in May)

Pleise send the-fol/Qwing: -·"
~ I Copies at $13.00 each of the 2008 Annual
Conference Booklet (spiral binding)
.---~
---,I Copies at $3.00 each of the 2008 Annual
Conference Information CD-rom
/

VOLUNTEER HELPERS

I am volunteering my help with the Conference tasks. I have
marked below. (Please number them in order of preference.)

□ REGISTRATION

□ GRADES K-2

□ GRADES 3-5

□ USHER

□ JUNIOR HIGH

□ SENIOR HIGH

□ TICKET SALES

□ YOUNG ADULTS

□ SINGLE ADULTS

Name_~_-·~_-- - - - - - - - - 0

TELLER

□

EARLY CHILDHOOD

□

NURSE

-::e_ss_-_-_-~ :_-St-ate-_-,==--=--=--l-ip-=-_-_-_-_ □ ~~~WDINGJLOADING □ 1NFORMAT10N □ ~~~ff~i~~NcH
Deligates sending tor delegate authorization card and registration fee automatically
receive one program booklet.

Iplan to arive at Conference on _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

~ lnformatiqn ~boutconference_programs-may be obtained by contacting your pastor or
Annuarconterence Office} PO. Box 720 New Windsor, MD. 21776-0720

Name - - - - - - - - - - - Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
C i ~ - - - - State _ _ _ _ Zip _ __
Tel
Congregation _ _ _ _ __
email address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

'
/

'

,.,

My age is (circle one): 16-22 23-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 60+

