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8 Sam Hornish Jr.: Living a dream 
Much has changed since Sam Hornish Jr. grew up at Poplar 
Ridge Church of the Brethren in Defiance, Ohio. Hornish has 
become one of the top drivers on the professional lndyCar 
circuit, including an Indianapolis 500 victory. Some things, 
though, have stayed the same: the congregation and home
town community are still central in his life. 

12 Let's talk about it 
"Putting our faith into words isn't easy," notes Christy 
Waltersdorff. But sharing our testimony is integral to 
deepening and living out our faith. What makes us so 
hesitant to do it? 

14 Seeking an SOA shutdown 
Numerous atrocities have been attributed to graduates of 
the School of the Americas, now officially named the 
Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation. 
Whatever the name, Brethren have been among those 
calling for and working toward its closure. 

16 Study: Church giving lacks external focus 
The total amount that the average US church member gives 
to his or her congregation has been on a long decline. And 
more and more, that giving is staying inside the church's 
doors. 

18 Nahum/Habakkuk: Knock 'em dead, 0 God! 
The "minor prophet" books of Nahum and Habakkuk aren't 
often read, and they're not for the squeamish. Both conta in 
violent thoughts and images directed at the enemies of 
Judah. How should a peace church respond? 
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For the past decade, Beloit College has been publishing an annual 
"Mindset List," an intriguing societal snapshot of the incoming class of 

college students. Here are some of the 70 observations from this year's Mindset 
List for the class of 2011, most of whose members were born in 1989: 

• What Berlin wall? 

• They never "rolled down" a car window. 

• Nelson Mandela has always been free and a force in South Africa. 

• Pete Rose has never played baseball. 

• Religious leaders have always been telling politicians what to do, or else! 
• "Off the hook" has never had anything to do with a telephone. 

• Russia has always had a multi-party political system. 

• Women have always been police chiefs in major cities. 

• Stadiums, rock tours, and sporting events have always had corporate 

names. 

• Fox has always been a major network. 
• They learned about JFK from Oliver Stone and Malcolm X from Spike Lee. 

• China has always been more interested in making money 

than in reeducation. 
• Tiananmen Square is a 2008 Olympics venue, not the scene 

of a massacre. 
• They get much more information from Jon Stewart and 

Stephen Colbert than from the newspaper. 

• They will encounter roughly equal numbers of female and 

male professors in the classroom. 

• They never saw Johnny Carson live on television. 

• The World Wide Web has been an online tool since they 

were born. 

So what's your mindset? We've each got one, and it's not determined just by 
age. It's shaped by our families of origin and our chi ldhood Sunday school class
es, by where we live and the company we keep. 

If we could somehow see our own mindset list as easily as we think we can see 
someone else's, we might notice that it's most noteworthy for what we don't know 
and for how brief "always" is. 

But, then, if we could each see our own mindset, I guess we wouldn't really 
have one. 
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Kansas City finds answered prayers 
Diverse workcamp group enables community connection 

The old saying is, "Be careful what you pray for, because you just might get it!" First 
Central Church of the Brethren in Kansas City, Kan., saw that adage lived out this summer. 

The congregation had been praying for a full General Board youth workcamp to 
come to the church for a week, and an engaging Vacation Bible School filled with 
neighborhood children. But then the workcamp, which was going to provide signifi
cant help to the Vacation Bible School, had to be cancelled due to low registration. 

First Central pastor Sonja 
Griffith talked with Duane 
Grady of the region's 
Congregational Life Team, 
and they put together a 
plan. Grady organized a 
smaller workcamp with par
ticipants from Maryland, 
Indiana, and California. 

"Smaller suited our needs 
well, and the group that 
came was a true blessing," 
Griffith said. "They worked 
exceptionally well together, 
and they worked hard." 

The group led crafts, 
improved the congregation's 
play area, handed out water 
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in the community, visited an area nursing home and a homeless shelter, and assisted with 
a community prayer walk and cookout. Still, for the first night of Vacation Bible School, 
only 10 children came despite hundreds of flyers that had been distributed to area homes. 

But one of the members of the workcamp group-Victor Olvera, a minister from 
Bella Vista Church of the Brethren in East Los Angeles-went through the neighbor
hood and used his Spanish skills and his faith to invite other children to come. By the 
end of the week, 36 children were attending. At the closing program, when parents 
came, nearly 80 people were present. 

"This experience may well open more doors to the community if we will follow 
up," Griffith said. "So I wonder if we must pray as if God is the only answer, and 
work as if we believe our prayers." 

(This report was adapted from an article in the Western Plains District newsletter.) 

Do you have district or congregational stories that might be of interest to MESSENGER? Send them 
to MESSENGER, c/o In Touch, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or messenger@brethren.org. 

..allllllll10\\ -., 
~sailll~-
11This is a 
happening church!" 
-Joseph Craddock of Germantown Church 

of the Brethren in Philadelphia, welcoming 

those attending 300th anniversary events at 

the denomination's "mother church" 

BYTHENUMBERS 

Percentage of churches in a recent 
National Council of Churches USA 
(NCC) survey that said they offer 

health education programs in their 
communities. Seventy percent said 

they offer some form of direct health 
care services. Nearly 47 million 

Americans have no health insurance. 

Northeast Virginia Meadows has 
announced her resignation as program 
director for Camp Blue Diamond 
(Petersburg, Pa.) .... Westminster (Md.) 
Church of the Brethren is marking its 70th 
anniversary by sharing historic moments 
during Sunday worship service this year, 
including one by charter member Erma 
Frock .... Camp Mardela (Denton, Md.) 
held a benefit auction on Oct. 20 .... 
Western Pennsylvania planned four "dis
trict inspirational services" of worship 
around the district on Oct. 21. 

Southeast Bridgewater College's 
lnterdistrict Youth Cabinet led a retreat 
for Southeastern youth Oct. 26-28 at 
Camp Placid in Blountville, Tenn .... Clay 
and Georgia Sheets are retiring as man
agers of Camp Carmel, Linville, N.C . .. . The 
official grand opening worship for the 
Lake Side Church of the Brethren project 
in Moneta, Va., took place Sept. 9 .... Camp 
Bethel (Fincastle, Va.) reported registra
tion of 859 campers in 2007, a 52-person 
increase over the previous year .... West 
Marva held a Sunday school workshop 
at the Westernport (Md.) church on Sept. 
8, led by Carol Mason. 

Midwest Northern Ohio introduced a 
new DVD of district ministries titled 
"Partnerships in the Gospel" at its 
recent district conference .. .. Illinois/ 
Wisconsin offered a "day of sabbath 
rest" for licensed and ordained ministers 
in the district Sept. 27 or Sept. 29 at the 
two district camps .... Well-known speak
er Tony Campolo is scheduled to lead a 
workshop Feb. 22 at New Carlisle (Ohio) 
Church of the Brethren. 

Ozarks/Plains The Northern Plains 
District conference accepted a decision 
by the Cando (N.D.) congregation to 
leave the denomination. A district-wide 
discussion about the authority of Jesus is 
planned for Oct. 19-20 at Camp Pine Lake. 
.. . Missouri/Arkansas hosted a Brethren 
Volunteer Service orientation unit for the 
first time this fall, in Peace Valley, Mo .... 
Western Plains District conference dele
gates officially accepted closure of the 
Pueblo (Colo.) Fellowship and Navarre 
congregation (Abilene, Kan.) while c·ele
brating their ministries. A $10,000 offer
ing was received for the district budget. 

West Idaho held a consecration service 
for district members Jim and Pam 
Hardenbrook, newly called as members 
of the General Board's Sudan Initiative 
lead team, at district conference Sept. 15. 
... Pacific Southwest will offer a pastors' 
retreat Feb. 15-17 near San Francisco Bay, 
with Christian Community project direc
tor Steve Clapp as guest leader. 
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Brethren professor, pastor team 
to teach Mennonite seminarians 

While students at Associated Mennonite 
Biblical Seminary (Elkhart, Ind.) study a 
wide variety of topics that prepare them 
for roles in ministry and church leader
ship, gaining that knowledge is only part 
of their experience. Learn ing how to 
apply that knowledge and how to engage 
others with it is equally important. 

To help students understand the pas
toral relevancy of what they are learning, 

Steve Schweitzer, center, assistant professor of Old 
Testament at Associated Mennonite Biblical 
Seminary, and David Hendricks, right, pastor of 
Prince of Peace Church of the Brethren in South 
Bend, Ind., visit with Prince of Peace member Don 
Eberly following a Sunday morning worship service. 
Schweitzer and Hendricks collaborated on teaching 
a summer course at AMBS, "From Daniel to Jesus: 
Early Judaism in the Second Temple Period." 
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Steven Schweitzer, assistant professor of 
Old Testament at AMBS, invited his pas
tor, David Hendricks of Prince of Peace 
Church of the Brethren in South Bend, 
Ind., to help teach his summer course, 
"From Daniel to Jesus: Early Judaism in 
the Second Temple Period." 

It was not the first time Schweitzer and 
Hendricks have worked together, as the 
two have developed a unique teaching 
relationship in the Sunday school class 
they attend at Prince of Peace. While 
Schweitzer leads the teaching and dis
cussion in the class, Hendricks often 
adds his pastoral perspective on certain 
topics, a combination that has proved 
popular with other class members. 

Likewise, while students at AMBS 
learned about topics such as Jesus' view 
of the role of women and the apocalyptic 
view of the New Testament, they were 
also able to learn why pastors and other 
church leaders would want to know 
about the topic, and "how to incorporate 

Church of the 
Brethren member 

Clair Mock, age 102, 
displays three cov

ered bridge models 
he made for his 

daughters. 

what they learn into other areas such as 
Sunday schoo l and preaching," 
Schweitzer said. 

While Hendricks was involved with 
every class session, he admitted he's not 
a scholar. Preparing for the class forced 
him to "go into an area that I hadn't 
gone into when I was in seminary," he 
said. 

The collaboration between professor 
and pastor is part of the AMBS 
"Engaging Pastors" program. Engaging 
Pastors, funded by a five-year grant from 
Lilly Endowment, includes 10 different 
kinds of projects that bring together pro- · 
fessors and pastors so each can learn 
from the other, and the seminary curricu
lum can be strengthened. 

At age 102 , this Brethren 
hasn't slowed down much 

How many centenarians take a motorcy
cle ride for their birthday? At least one 
does: Clair Mock, a Church of the 
Brethren member from Bedford, Pa., 
marked his 102nd birthday on July 25 by 
taking a motorcycle ride with his 
nephew, just as he did on his previous 
two birthdays. 

A woodworker and former mechanic, 
Mock has in the past done numerous 
denominational disaster re lief projects 
and volunteered at the district's Camp 
Blue Diamond. He continues to make 
models with wood, most recently build
ing three models-one for each daugh
ter-of what is known as the Kniseley 
Covered Bridge near his former home. 

He also makes doll-sized rocking chairs 
from spring-style clothespins, and he is 
the designated person to water the small 
garden at his residence. He attributes his 
good health to a very simple medication: 
two tablespoons containing one part 
honey and two parts vinegar daily. 

Mock is a member of Dunnings Creek 
Church of the Brethren (New Paris, Pa.), 
but currently attends the B~dford congre
gation located next to his residence. 



LANDMARKS & LAURELS 

• Happy birthday to Naomi West, who turned 100 years old on 
Sept. 6. Her family celebrated the occasion with a party Sept. 8 
in Bridgewater, Va. 

• Lena Webster of Salem, Va ., a member of Roanoke First 
Church of the Brethren, celebrated her 106th birthday on Aug. 
29. 

• Moorefield (W.Va.) Church of the Brethren marked its 
50th anniversary Sept. 9 with worship, a meal, music, and chil
dren's games and activities. 

• Mountain View Church of the Brethren in Boise, Idaho, 
celebrated its 50th anniversary on Sept. 23. The day included 
an outdoor worship service, a picnic, and a time of sharing. 

• Eden (N.C.) First Church of the Brethren held a centen
nial homecoming service on Sept. 16, with a message from dis
trict executive David Shumate, a covered dish meal, music, 
games, and a "Dunkard Day" theme. A variety of other centen
nial events were planned through the fall. 

• Summit Church of the Brethren, Bridgewater, Va., 
marked the 50th anniversary of its present building with a serv
ice on Sept. 9. The congregation was featured on the religion 
cover of the Harrisonburg (Va.) Daily News-Record that week
end. 

• Butler Chapel AME Church in Orangeburg, S.C., is plan
ning a major celebration for the 10th anniversary of the 
church's rebuilding, after the original structure was destroyed 
by arson. Brethren played a major part in the rebuilding effort. 

REMEMBERED 

• June (Adams) Gibble, former director 
of congregational nurture and worship for 
the Church of the Brethren General Board, 
died Sept. 20 in Elgin, Ill. Originally from 
Virginia, she was a member of Highland 
Avenue Church of the Brethren. 

Gibble, 71, began working for the 
General Board in 1977 as staff for educa
tional resourcing until attending Bethany 
Theological Seminary in 1984 to complete 
a master of divinity degree. She worked 
as a chaplain before returning to the 
General Board from 1988 to 1997 in the 
congregational nurture position, then 
served as program field staff for the 
Association of Brethren Caregivers 
through 1999. A graduate of Bridgewater 
(Va.) College, she previously worked as a 
teacher in three states. 

She had in recent years become an 
advocate to help those with ALS (Lou 
Gehrig's Disease) as she battled the dis
ease herself. A large group from her con
gregation took part in a regional ALS walk 
earlier in September. Funeral services 
were held Sept. 29 at Highland Avenue. 

• Brethren Volunteer Service is planning a 60th anniver
sary celebration for Sept. 26-28, 2008, in New Windsor, Md. 

• In an April "In Touch" article, Quinter (Kan.) Church of the 
Brethren pastor Keith Funk told of his plan to participate in 
the Fitness Challenge 5K race at the 2007 Annual Conference in 
Cleveland, Ohio, as part of his effort to combat multiple sclero
sis. In addition, Funk was using the opportunity to gather 
pledges to raise funds for the Association of Brethren 
Caregivers (ABC). As a result of Funk's efforts, a check for $740 
has been received by ABC from the Quinter church. 

• "Bible Helps" newsletter in its September edition honored 
Church of the Brethren minister Harold Martin of Lititz, Pa., 
who has written numerous articles for the publication over the 
past few decades. Martin has been giving one-fourth of his 
time to "Bible Helps" since taking early retirement from public 
school teaching. 

• The Brethren Mennonite Council for Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgender Interests (BMC) and its three collabo
rative partners- the Association of Affirming and Welcoming 
Baptists, Gay and Lesbian Affirming Disciples (Christian 
Church, Disciples of Christ), and the Welcoming Community 
Network (Community of Christ)- have been awarded a 
$150,000 grant by the Arcus Foundation of Kalamazoo, Mich. 
The grant will fund a three-year project that will focus upon 
increasing the number of publicly affirming congregations 
through the work of a faith-based community organizer. 

The Music Minder rotatable spindle 
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ln the end, we're all Brethren 
0 ne rainy night in North Manchester, Ind., Simply 

Brethren-Manchester College's group for Brethren 
students-was having a dessert night at the home of Jim 
Chinworth, our campus pastor. My friend Russell and I were 
both busy when the group left, but we ran into each other 
later and decided we wanted to go. Clutching the directions 
provided by my roommate, we set out on foot: a mile or so in 
the miserable, freezing drizzle. 

in the driveway. 

My roommate also once gave me 
directions to the post office that sent 
me to the wrong side of town, so you 
might imagine how our trek went. 
Russell and I walked up and down 
Main Street, looking for the non-exis
tent house he'd described. We kept 
eyeing one house that seemed about 
as close as anything came to being 
in the right spot, but we were 
unsure-there was no evidence of 
activity within, and we couldn't tell if 
we recognized any of the cars parked 

Eventually we decided to go ring the doorbell, due to the 
presence of a peace pole in the front yard. In North 
Manchester, a peace pole is practically a guarantee of 
Brethren presence, and we reasoned that even if we weren't 
at Jim's house, the residents would still be more than glad to 
offer us some dessert. After all, they're Brethren. 

Even though our night did not end with brownies or ice 

(East Los Angeles) congregation, the careful and earnest 
deliberations of Annual Conference delegates in Cleveland, 
the diligent and meaningful work of our denominational 
employees in Elgin, and the love and kindness of the staff and 
campers at Camp Mardela in Maryland. 

The Church of the Brethren includes people who are politi
cally liberal and those who are conservative. Our views span 
the spectrum on any and all issues of moral significance, but 
we still find togetherness in our denomination. We can spend 
a lifetime vehemently disagreeing with one another's views, 
but in the end we're still able to come together and recognize 
our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

I think what I love most about the Brethren is that we can 
be so different, yet all be so excited about our community. 
Our non-creedal way of encouraging people to develop their 
own relationships with God has given us our share of 
headaches when we clash over various issues, and it's proba
bly contributed to our membership decline as people flock to 
churches whose theology is a bit more concrete. But it's also 
what makes us strong. 

The depth of faith I encounter among Brethren is astound
ing. When I talk with Brethren-whether their fa ith resembles 
mine or we have next to nothing in common-I always find it 
evident that they have done careful thinking and been atten
tive to God's guiding presence on their journeys. In a time 
when it is so easy for us to find things wrong with our 
denomination, it's important to remember we possess a 
strength that is a rare gift. We have our differences, but we 

When I talk with Brethren-whether their faith resembles mine or 
we have next to nothing in common-I always find it evident that 
they have done careful thinking and been attentive to God's 
guiding presence on their journeys. 

cream (it turned out we had the right house, but nobody 
heard us at the door), I love this story because it says some
thing about the Brethren . If two Manchester students show up 
on a Brethren family's front porch, soaking wet, shivering, 
and asking for dessert, you'd better believe there will be 
sweets aplenty offered to them. 

Along with our great record of service, it's our community 
and hospitality that make the Brethren who we are. And it's 
all the more impressive when you take into account how dif
ferent we all are. 

We may be struggling to become a truly multicultural 
chu rch, but we certainly vary in other ways: Working for MES
SENGER this past summer I literally traveled coast to coast in 
the denomination, experiencing the down-and-dirty service of 
a workcamp in inner-city Los Angeles, the community of 
praise and passion at the predominantly Latino Bella Vista 
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have our depth of love, careful theology, broad community, 
and nonpareil "Brethrenness" to hold us together through the 
roughest times. Jokes about potlucks and ice cream abound, 
but they do say something about our unity. _ 

How will history see the Brethren? In a way, I hope it does
n't. It's just not our way to be overly loud about what we're 
doing. But I hope that while students are reading those histo
ry books that overlook the invaluable contributions of our 
quaint little church, Brethren are still working hard, following 
Christ, changing the world, and offering brownies to kids on 
their doorsteps. li! 

Nick Miller Kauffman is a junior at Manchester College, currently studying abroad in 

Mexico. A member of Goshen (Ind.) City Chu rch of the Brethren, he served as an 

intern with M ESSE NGER this past summer through the Genera l Board's Ministry 
Summer Service program. 



QUOTEWORTHY 

''People think it's 
over. The biggest 
barrier to recovery is 
most people have put 
this behind them in 
other places around 
the country.'' 

-Ellenor Simmons of Crescent Area Recovery Effort, speaking to Church 

World Service about post-Hurricane Katrina life in the New Orleans region 

"Fear will block you from where 
you want to go." 

-Tesfamichael Haile, a Mennonite Central Committee Summer 
Service worker in Philadelphia, speaking about trying new 

experiences during his summer project. 

"If it's not broken, it doesn't come to your desk." 

CULTUREVIEW 

• Church World Service said it 
expected some 2,000 communi
ties to join in hunger walks in the 
coming year under the banner of 
CROP: Communities Responding 
to Overcome Poverty. September 
marked the 60th anniversary of 
CROP, which the Church of the 
Brethren helped to start. 

• Claire Randall, general secre
tary of the National Council of 
Churches USA from 1974 to 1984, 
died Sept. 9 in Sun City, Ariz. 
Randall, 91, was an ordained elder 
in the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
The NCC called her "a woman of 
enormous courage and great faith 
whose daily testimony was an 
inspiration to all who knew her." 

• A recently released DVD from 
the National Council of Churches 
USA's (NCC) Program Committee 

ries, and factual updates on the 
situation in the east African coun
try of Sudan. It includes a seg
ment produced by the Church of 
the Brethren General Board. The 
material on the DVD is download- " 
able at www.ncccusa.org/ 
missioneducation/sudan/ 
touch_sudan.htm. 

• The Rev. Clifton 
Kirkpatrick, the highest elected 
official in the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), has announced that he will 
step down as stated clerk when 
his term ends next June. First 
elected by the denomination's 
General Assembly in 1996, 
Kirkpatrick has served three suc
cessive four-year terms. 
Kirkpatrick, 62, said "this 
has been the best job I 
ever had" but one that 

on Education and Mission is titled also comes with 
"Touch the World, Touch "stresses and 
Sudan." It contains prayers, sto- strains." (RNS) 

-recently retired Bethany Theological Seminary president Eugene Roop, 
speaking about the challenges of denominational/institutional leadership JUST FOR FUN: WORD FIND 

"We have been slowly exchanging our 
Anabaptist values for those of American 
evangelicalism and fundamentalism." 

-Keith Weaver, moderator of Lancaster (Pa.} Mennonite Conference, speak
ing at the conference's annual assembly in 2004. He was quoted by Paul 

Schrag in the June 18, 2007, issue of Mennonite Weekly Review 

"Enormous numbers of Christians do not talk 
to each other. They talk about one another or 
they just try to do their own thing." 

-the Rev. Cecil Robeck, a Fuller Theological Seminary professor 
and Pentecostal who serves on the planning committee for the 

"Global Christian Forum,." an event that was planned for this fall 
in Kenya to bring diverse Christian groups together (RNS) 

"It is our church goal that we will not impose 
physical or attitudinal barriers on anyone we 
encounter." 

-Karen Walters,. writing in .. The Seed Packet" newsletter about Papago 
Buttes Church of the Brethren's (Scottsdale, Ariz.) disabilities ministry 

"We need to unlearn our preconceptions, and 
learn to see the other as someone that is 
different but filled with spiritual riches." 

-Arturo Orrego, pastor of Veraguas Brethren in Christ Church in Colombia, 
writing in the Mennonite Central Committee Peace Office newsletter 

GIVING THANKS This months brings the holiday of Thanksgiving, a 
reminder for us to give thanks for our blessings throughout the year. Find 
these 10 Thanksgiving-related words in the puzzle below. Answers can be 
horizontal, vertical, diagonal, and backwards: 

gratitude blessings thanks turkey football 
cranberry pilgrim pumpkin cornucopia parade 

A s G N s s E L B 

G B V s p A L M G 

p A R A D E A T F 

0 E p A N B H y R C 

C p w C T V E G F 

u M A 0 E R K L C 

N R 0 N y T T R 0 

R F N K p M u p B 

0 T H A N K s T D Q 

C R A N B E R R y E 
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Indy driver has kept close ties 
to church and community 

he words "Brethren" and "fast-paced" don't 
frequently appear in the same sentence. But for 

Church of the Brethren member Sam Hornish Jr., 
speed is the name of the game. 

Hornish, who attends Poplar Ridge Church of the Brethren in 
Defiance, Ohio, has become a household name as a driver in the 
Indy Racing League (IRL) lndyCar Series. His credits include three 
IRL season championships and a victory in last year's Indianapolis 
500. He recently finished the 2007 season ranked fifth in the points 
standings driving the No. 6 car for Team Penske. 

Even with all his success, his church ties remain strong. He says 
he still worships at Poplar Ridge every chance he gets, and 
Brethren from northwestern Ohio and northern Indiana frequently 
flock to his races to cheer him on. Friends say he has been quite 
generous to his local church as well as denominational programs. 

"I feel I've been very blessed,' Hornish says. "I think a lot of 
that comes from my upbringing. Church was a big part of my 
growing up, and I want it to be there for years to come." 

Brethren from the beginning 
Hornish grew up in northwestern Ohio, just two miles from the 
Poplar Ridge church-less than that as the crow flies. His fami
ly had been involved in the church for generations. 

"I always remember going to church as a kid," he says. "I 
was baptized pretty young, just 9 years old. I knew what I want
ed to do. I wanted to be a part of it." 

The pastor who baptized Hornish, Glen Whisler, remembers 
him well. 

"I've known Sam Jr. all his life," says Whisler, who pastored 
at Poplar Ridge for three decades before retiring and moving to 

Messenger November 2007 

Indiana in 2005. "I had him in Vacation Bible School with all the 
squirming fifth- and sixth-graders and the things they do. He 
was a good kid ." 

As his race career took off after high school, Hornish stayed 
closely connected to the church and the community. When 
Poplar Ridge constructed a new building, Hornish was there for 
a week to help put shingles on the church. As his winnings 
topped $10 million, he remained a faithful financial supporter. 

"Absolutely, you'll find him in the pews when it's not a race 
weekend," Whisler says. 'One thing I've very much appreciated is 
he says, 'God's been good to us, so we're doing our share.' ... I 
think it's from his background, as well as his church and his par
ents, especially, that's kept both of his feet on the ground. He'll talk 



to anyone. He's not better than the rest of us. He's a good fellow." 
Whisler also had the honor of performing Hornish's wedding 

in June 2004, when Hornish married Crystal Liechty. The wed
ding was held near the IRL headquarters in Indianapolis since 
Poplar Ridge was too small to hold the anticipated crowd. 
Whisler said about 650 attended. 

"It was just a ball of fun from beginning to end," Whisler says. 

A family foundation 
Hornish says he owes much of his racing success to his father, 
Sam Sr., who made spending time with his son a priority from 
early on. Sam Sr. was nearly 40 when his son was born, so he 
had more flexibility with his work by that point. 

Hornish also gives his mother, JoEllen, credit for picking up 
some of the work and letting her husband and son travel the 
country to various races. 

"Everybody in racing finds out you don't win if you don't 
have a lot of help down the line," Hornish says. "It takes time 
and money. You have to have a lot of things work." 

Hornish started by racing go-karts when he was 11 and won 
the World Karting Association's US Grand National 
Championship four years later. He continued moving up the 
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racing ladder on various circuits before joining the IRL in 2000. 
He says his father nudged him along each step of the way. 

"Every time I felt I could win, my dad moved me into some
thing bigger, to something new," Hornish says. "It frustrated 
me as a kid-I just wanted to win! But now I feel that was very 
instrumental. To make it professionally as a race car driver is a 
very hard thing to do." 

He said his breaks didn't often come at the ideal time or as 
expected, and there were times he thought the racing career 
would never happen. But then, "always at the last possible 
moment," he says, the breaks and chances came along. 

"I've felt that a lot of things happened in the right order," 
Hornish says. "I've always felt really blessed I've had the 
opportunity to get where I needed to be." 

On the fast track 
Hornish certainly did make it as a driver, and in stunning fash
ion. In 2001, his first full year in the IRL, he won his first two 
races and five overall 
during the season for 
Panther Racing, claim
ing the league points 
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championship. In 2002, 
he repeated as IRL cham
pion- the first ever to 

win back-to-back titles. He moved to Penske in 2004 and added 
another season championship last year. 

Other laurels include more than five dozen top-five race fin

ishes, including 19 race victories. He holds the IRL lndyCar 
Series records for most total wins, most victories in a single 
season, most career laps led, and most races led. He's been 
featured in Sports Illustrated and various rac ing magazines. 

Perhaps the greatest highlight, though , came in 2006, when 
he won the Indianapolis 500. Hornish edged Marco Andretti by 
the slimmest of margins- .0635 seconds- to earn the check
ered flag in the storied event. He had longed imagined racing 
at "The Brickyard," which he did for the first time in 2000. 

"As a kid, I just dreamed of going to the Indianapolis 500, let 
alone to win it. When you're 20 and you accomplish your lifelong 
goal, where do you go from there? You just set bigger ones." 

After the Indy win he was invited to the White House to meet 
President George W. Bush (who noted, "You had a close one 
there!"). He also appeared on "The Late Show with David 
Letterman." 

Hornish is one of the most accomplished American drivers in 
the IRL in years, quickly becoming a fan favorite and some
thing of a "poster boy" for the league. He frequently is asked 
to do speaking engagements and other appearances, such as a 
recent stop at a children's hospital in Chicago. 

"I think it's God's way of getting me out there to say some
thing. Everyone's got their purpose," says Hornish, who creat
ed the Sam Hornish Jr. Foundation to do charitable outreach. "I 
talk to schools and youth groups and other groups .... There 
are lots of things you do. You're an ambassador not just for 
yourself but for the sport and for what you have beliefs in. You 
get to open up some eyes a little bit." 

Bob Hills, chaplain for IRL Ministry (see sidebar), says 
Hornish is always ready to give his testimony. 

"Sam's a big help," Hills says. "If we want a driver to share 
their faith, Sam's been very willing to do that. . .. We're 
blessed to have him as part of our racing fam ily." 

All those commitments keep Hornish on the road quite a bit, 
but he takes it in stride. He said he believes in the biblical 
axiom, "To whom much is given, much is expected." 

"It's not just time and money," he says. "There's always 
something you can give back." 



Brethren from Indiana and Ohio make the 
trip north to cheer on Sam Hornish Jr. at 

Michigan International Speedway. 

A hometown hero 
That spirit and his love for his native northwest
ern Ohio have made him a popular figure back 
home, too. His parents have a trucking business 
on the outskirts of Defiance, and Hornish and his 
wife built a home in nearby Napoleon. 

After last year's Indy 500 win, Defiance 
declared July 26 to be "Sam Hornish Jr. Day" 
and planned a huge parade. Banners were hung 
around the town to honor their hometown hero. 

"It was just a super day," Defiance mayor Bob 
Armstrong says. "It was the first individual 
parade we've had in maybe 30 years. We're 
all proud of Sam in this community." 

The half-hour parade included historic 
Indy cars, classic cars, and a racetrack pace 
car, plus the car Hornish had driven to victo
ry lane in Indianapolis. It was followed by a 
program when a monument to Hornish was 
unveiled. Thousands of people attended the big day. 

"It turned out to be a very successful event," Armstrong said, 
beaming. 

Hornish says he often runs into people who say they visited 
Defiance or had a meal there just so they could see the IRL 
champion's hometown. 

"To think that people want to stop and visit where I grew up 
is still hard to believe," he says. 

The ride to the top has been fun for Poplar Ridge and other 
Brethren in the area, too. A group of several dozen Brethren 
regularly make the trek to Michigan International Speedway in 
Brooklyn, Mich., each year to watch Hornish race. Some also 
go to races in Kentucky, Indiana, and Illinois. 

"A lot of folks like to go to the races," Glen Whisler says. "I 
think it's pretty exciting for the congregation to have known 
him all these years, and now he's achieved some very good 
accomplishments." 

And on those Sundays when he's not on the road, Hornish 
returns to worship with them. Hornish says there have been 
times when a race finished on Saturday and he didn't make it 
back to northwestern Ohio until 3 a.m., but he still made it a 
priority to get to church. 

"When we're not racing I go every Sunday," he says. "If I'm 
home I figure I might as well get up and go to church." 

Keeping it in perspective 
Hornish says he believes in regular church attendance and 
reading the Bible, things that he said transfer over from par
ents' examples to their children. His parents were an example 
for him, and he and his wife will soon have the same opportu
nity: They are expecting their first child Feb. 10. 

Moments like that help Hornish keep life in perspective amid 
the swirl of fame and fast cars. 

"Those are the things that are going to be good things for 

years to come," he says. "This racing thing is good, but it's not 
everything." 

He says he occasionally gets to relax with activities like video 
games and movies, building models, playing with remote-con
trol cars, or putting together jigsaw puzzles with his wife. 

Still, he has more goals professionally, too. He says he would 
like to win a few more Indianapolis 500 races and IRL champi
onships. Rumors also have abounded this year that he may 
soon shift to the bigger NASCAR Nextel Cup stock car racing 
circuit. He has done several NASCAR Busch Series races 
between his lndyCar commitments the past two seasons. 

But even as he wishes for bigger things or has the occasional 
bad day, he remains grateful for all God has given him. 

"There's still more out there for me to do, but I'm getting to 
do what I always wanted to do," Hornish says. "How many 
people get to say that? I'm living my dream, so how bad can 
the bad days be?"li! 

Walt Wi ltschek is editor of Messenge r. He interviewed Sam Hornish Jr. at Chicagoland 

Speedway in September. 
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Let's talk 
·about it 

A New York businessman once told his pastor, 
"At fashionable dinner parties in this town, you can 

talk about anything. You can talk about politics, you 
can talk about sex, you can talk about money, you can talk 
about anything you want. But if you mention God more than 
once, you probably won't be invited back." 

Tom Long relates that story in his book Testimony: Talking 
Ourselves into Being Christian. Compare it to the words of 
Dorothy Day, founder of the Catholic Workers Movement: "If I 
have achieved anything in my life, it is because I have not been 
embarrassed to talk about God." 

One of the most important aspects of a spiritual life is one 
that many Brethren have historically been leery of: testimony. 
The basic question to ask ourselves is this: "Do we believe in 
Christ enough to say so?" 

It isn't as easy as it sounds. Testimony is talking about what 
matters most. But how can we speak of God with integrity 
within the real contexts of our daily lives? How do we talk 
about our faith in our workplaces or our schools? How do we 
share what we believe with our friends or with family around 
the dinner table? What do we say or do that illuminates our 
faith in the nursery school or the ambulance, in the books we 
write or the music we play? 

As a pastor, I have it easy. People both inside the church and 
outside expect me to talk about God. But even then I find pea-
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pie beginning to squirm when I speak of Jesus Christ or share 
how I am experiencing God in my life. I even had someone tell 
me once that I talk about Jesus too much in my sermons. So 
what is a Christian to do? 

From the very beginning of our church back in Germany, 
Brethren have said that people will know what we believe by 
"the manner of our living." This is a great way to show our 
faith, but it isn't enough. People of many faiths and people of 
no faith can do works of good service and kindness. Doing 
good works is wonderful, but unless we tell them, people will 
not know that we do these good works because we are follow
ing the example of Jesus Christ. 

There is a lot of chatter these days about God. But not a lot 
of it is authentic talk. In 1 Samuel we find a similar problem: 
"The word of God was rare in those days" (3:1). Long reminds 

talk but very little God in it. 

us that it doesn't mean people 
weren't talking about God then. 
No doubt people in that time 
spoke about God as much as 
ever-in houses of worship, in 
homes, and the marketplace. It 
was just that all of their God 
talk lacked the ring of authen
ticity. There was a_lot of God 

The young prophet Samuel brings a new, fresh voice to the 
people of Israel, The people thought they had already heard it 
all. They thought they knew everything they needed to know 
about God. But they were wrong. Through Samuel God does a 
new thing, and the revelation of God once again brings new 
life and new challenges to God's people. 

In the New Testament (John 4) God calls an unlikely person 
to be a messenger of the gospel. She is a woman of question
able reputation who goes to the well in the heat of midday to 



draw water, and she gets much more than she bargained for. 
Jesus' conversation with this woman is longer than any other 
conversation recorded in the Gospels. In the Gospel of John, 
she is the first person he tells of his true identity. She is also 
the first evangelist, the first preacher. 

Jesus and his disciples are traveling and end up in enemy ter
ritory. Samaritans were the lowest of the low in the eyes of the 
Jews, and a Samaritan woman wasn't even worth mentioning. 
But in the heat of the noonday sun, this fallen woman and the 
Messiah of God look one another in the eye and speak the truth 
about who they are. 

What follows is one of 
the pivotal moments in 
the New Testament. She 
runs back into town and 
tells everyone who will 
listen about this amaz
ing man at the well. 
What is even more 
amazing is that they did-
n't ignore her, but instead dropped what they were doing and 
went to the well. "Come and see this man who told me every
thing I have ever done." And then she asks, hopefully, "He 
can't be the Messiah, can he?" The people came to see for 
themselves. They believed in Jesus because of the woman's 
testimony. Then they went deeper and got to know Jesus for 

· themselves, and then they believed because of their own 
experience with him. 

She didn't say, "Here is what I read about this guy." She did
n't say, "I have a theory I want to share with you." She said, 
"Come and meet the one who has changed my life. Look at 
what he has done for me." 

The woman at the well shared her own experience. She 
shared what she knew to be true. She didn't wait until all of 
her faith questions were answered. She didn't wait until she 
had it all figured out. She didn't wait to see if what he said 
really worked. 

She met Jesus. He changed her life, and she ran as fast as 
she could to tell others. That is testimony. That is what it 
means to be a witness. We stand in front of other people and 
tell them what we know to be true. 

People who experience such a life-accepting, life-trans
forming gospel can't help sharing it with others by what they 
say and do. And once we receive this gift of grace we have a 
responsibility to share it. It isn't just for us alone to treasure 
in the solitude of our hearts. The grace of Christ encompass
es the world. 

Tom Long reminds us that "the faith we have, whether large 

or small, whether born of struggle or comfort, whether richly 
textured or barely patched together, whether grasped firmly or 
held onto by our fingernails, is a part of our lives because 
somebody along the way had the courage and the conviction 
to talk to us about God and about Jesus Christ." 

How can we not share that amazing gift with others? After 
we sing our hymns and say our prayers to God in worship 
each Sunday, how can we 
keep our mouths shut the 
rest of the week? 

Testimony isn't about 

• 

converting other people. That is God's job. Our job is to talk 
about why we are who we are. Our job simply is to talk 
about our experience of knowing and loving Christ . Our job 
is to share honestly our experiences of God as we know God 
to be. Talking about what we believe is one of the ways we 
grow in our faith. 

Putting our faith into words isn't easy, but it is one of the 
ways in which we claim what we believe and move on to a 
deeper faith. Testimony doesn't mean we have arrived at the 
pinnacle of our faith; it means we are on the way, moving ever 
closer to being the person God has called us to be. 

Walter Brueggemann writes, "Evangelism (sharing our 
faith) is no safe church activity that will sustain a convention
al church, nor a routine enterprise that will support a societal 
status quo. Evangelism ... is an activity of transformed con
sciousness that results in an altered perception of the world, 
neighbor, and self, and an authorization to live differently in 
the world. The news that God has triumphed means bringing 
more and more of life, personal and public, under the rule of 
this world-transforming, slave-liberating, covenant-making, 
justice-commanding God." 

Testimony is saying, "I know Christ is alive because he is 
alive in me." It is sharing the very source of life with those who 
are seeking, hungry, weary, lost, and lonely. 

It is one of the most important things we can do. li! 

Christy Waltersdorf! is pastor of York Center Chu rch of the Brethren in Lombard, Ill. 



"We know that every effort to better society, especially 
when injustice and sin are so ingrained, is an effort that 
God blesses, that God wants, that God demands of us. " 

These were the last recorded words of Oscar Romero, 
archbishop of San Salvador, before he was assassinated during 
mass in March 1980. Romero's murder is just one example of 
the countless human rights abuses committed by graduates of 
the School of the Americas, a military and police training 
school for Latin Americans operated by the US Army at Fort 
Benn ing in Columbus, Ga. 

According to the School of the Americas Watch, an organiza
tion founded by Father Roy Bourgeois that is dedicated to clos
ing the school, SOA graduates account for 19 of the 26 military 
personnel cited by the 1993 United Nations Truth Commission 
Report for the 1989 assassination of six Jesuit priests, 10 of the 
12 soldiers cited for the El Mozote massacre of more than 900 

1996, revealed that the school trains Latin American soldiers in 
coercion, torture, guerilla warfare, and extortion, as well as 
providing specific information and tactics for targeting civilian 
populations and encouraging false imprisonment. 

The school was originally opened in Panama in 1946, but 
in1984 President Jorge lllueca expelled the SOA from the country, 
calling it "the biggest base for destabilization in Latin America." It 
was then that the SOA found its current home at Fort Benning. 

Fast-forward 20 years. The road leading to the military 
base-one of the largest Army bases in the US-is packed with 
somber-faced crowds of people, ranging from budding high 
school activists to seasoned Vietnam veterans, most holding 
small, white crosses representing victims of SOA graduates. 
From a stage near the gates of the base, a woman sings woe
fully, "Bonifacia Rodriguez, 65 years old," her voice echoing 
over a loudspeaker. "Presente!" the crowd sings in response, 
raising their crosses. A man moves to the microphone and 
sings chillingly, "Maria Isabel Claros, eight months old." Again 

the crowd responds, "Presente!" 
The leaders continue to read off names of known 

. H CONSIDERING THE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN'S HISTORY OF 
PACIFISM IT SEEMS FITTING, BUT I THINK ANY CHRISTIAN CAN BE 
CONCERNED ABOUT AN INSTITUTION WHOSE PURPOSE IS TO TRAIN 
SOLDIERS .. .IN MILITARY TACTICS THAT ABUSE HUMAN RIGHTS.H 
-Ben Leiter 

victims for more than three hours. The protesters 
are crying out the Spanish word for "present" to 
signify that they are there to represent victims who 
are voiceless to stand for themselves. With each cry, 
the crowd-formed as a giant funeral procession-
takes one step forward. Eventually all will reach the 
gate and have the opportunity to lay their cross 

civilians, more than 100 of the 246 Colombian officers cited for 
war crimes by a 1993 international human rights tribunal for 
war crimes, and 19 of the ranking officers in the "Battalion 3-
16"-a notorious death squad reportedly responsible for thou
sands of deaths and disappearances in Honduras during the 
1980s. All told, SOA Watch estimates that more than 275,000 
people have been killed by SOA alumni in El Salvador and 
Guatemala alone, with thousands more in Colombia. 

Training manuals from the SOA, released by the Pentagon in 
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against the fence and take a moment to pray before moving on to 
make way for others. 

More than 20,000 people are there as part of the Vigil to 
Close the School of the Americas, an event organized by SOA 
Watch that takes place the third weekend of each November 
(Nov. 16-18 this year). With our tradition of peace and justice, 
the Church of the Brethren is there. 

Prior to Annual Conference in 1997, the General Board 
passed a resolution calling for the closing of the SOA, and 



Brethren have long been involved in the November protest. 
Groups from Manchester and Juniata colleges regularly attend, 
and the General Board's Brethren Witness/Washington Office 
has a presence there every year. In addition to setting up a 
tent, the Washington Office holds a Saturday night program for 
Brethren attending the protest. In 2006, the formerly 
Manchester-based band Mutual Kumquat gave a concert focus
ing on social justice. Additionally, Brethren usually march in 
the funeral procession as a group during the Sunday vigil. 

Phil Jones, director of the Brethren Witness/Washington 
Office, has been attending the protest for about 10 years, the 
past four as part of his current position. Jones sees participa
tion in the movement to close the SOA as an important part of 
his job in Washington. 

"The Church of the Brethren has passed a resolution calling for 
the closing of the school, and that's what we base our work on," 
Jones said. "There's been a clear mandate from the church." 

Jones also finds the movement deeply connected with 
Brethren tradition. 

"It's part of our church's commitment to nonviolence," he 
said. "If there's Department of Defense funding going to sup
port those who do violence, then that's clearly something we 
need to be involved in working against. It's a good opportunity 
for Brethren to do direct witness." 

Ben Leiter, a 2006 Manchester graduate, worked as the peace 
studies intern at Manchester last year. He led the Manchester 
trip to the November protest. 

"I think it's an important issue for any Christian," Leiter said. 
"Considering the Church of the Brethren's history of pacifism it 
seems fitting, but I think any Christian can be concerned about 
an institution whose purpose is to train soldiers to torture and 
in military tactics that abuse human rights. One essential tenet 
of Christianity is to love your neighbor. I think (the SOA) con
tradicts that in every way." 

In the past, Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS) has placed vol

unteers at the Brethren Witness/Washington Office to focus on 

legislative efforts to close the school and help organize the 
Brethren presence at the protest. There have also been seven 
BVS volunteers who have gone to work with the SOA Watch in 
Washington, D.C., for their placement. 

Over the years, attendance at the SOA protest has swelled to 
more than 20,000, and there has been some success in pressur
ing the government to close the school. In 2001, the SOA was 
"closed" and reopened under a new name: the Western 
Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation (WHINSEC). The 
late Sen. Paul Coverdell (R-Ga.), a supporter of the SOA, 
described the change as "cosmetic." But it does indicate that 
Congress was at least embarrassed by all the negative attention. 

In the past few years, Rep. Jim McGovern (D-Mass.) has 
introduced amendments calling for the closure and investiga
tion of the school. The McGovern amendment (HR 1707) has 
gained supporters and co-sponsors every year, and there was 
renewed enthusiasm for the bill this year, in part due to the 
2006 shift in Congress. However, the amendment failed in June 
by a narrow six-vote margin. 

The SOA Watch, Jones, and Leiter all agree that legislative 
action is the best course of action to close the SOA. 

"I feel like a lot of people who go to the SOA protest and are com
mitted to the vigil every year aren't as committed to the lobbying 
part of trying to close the school," Leiter said. "I think what needs to 
be done is if you're committed to closing the SOA, if you're yvilling 
to drive how many hundreds of miles to Georgia every year, you 
should also be able to send letters to your representatives in 
Congress, or at least call them and encourage them to close the 
school. I would say it's up to the protesters to do more in that area." 

"We can be more vocal," Jones said. "We need to continue 
to get folks to contact their representatives. That's the most 
important thing." li! 

Nick Mi ller Kauffman is a junior at Manchester Col lege, North Manchester, Ind., current

ly studying abroad in Mexico. He worked with MESSENGER th rough the General Board's 

Ministry Summer Service program this past summer. 
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n annual study of church giving shows most offerings 
go to activities and needs within local congregations, 

and activities focused beyond the congregations 
increasingly go unfunded as donations decline. 

The authors, Sylvia and John Ronsvalle of 
Champaign, II1. -based empty tomb inc., contend 

US Christianity is becoming a "maintenance organization" that 
soon will have zero financial capacity for external ministry if the 
trends continue. 

The numbers lay guilt at the feet of the worshipers in the pews, 
and also challenge church leaders to motivate their parishioners 
toward a financial generosity that could have earth-changing effects. 

"We're not doing the good that we can do," said Sylvia 
Ronsvalle, co-author of The State of Church Giving Through 
2004: Will We Will? "The portion of income going to benevo
lences has been shrinking steadily." 

The Ronsvalles have published 16 annual editions of the study. 
The most recent report, which uses published financial data from 
the Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches as well as 
direct correspondence with denominations, contains figures for 
2004, the latest numbers available. 

The study finds that while donations to churches have 
increased 78 percent in real dollars since 1968, income has risen 
116 percent over the same period. 

The average US congregation member gave 2.56 percent of 
personal income to the church in 2004, a decline for the fourth 
straight year. That's down 18 percent from 1968, and below giv
ing levels from the early 1930s at the height of the Depression. 

"It is clearly not an issue of capability. The issue is: Will we 
choose to do what we know we should be doing?" Ronsvalle said. 

As financial contributions to US churches founder, more of the 
available funds are taken up by building projects and staff 
salaries, according to the study. 

The percentage of the average church member's income devot
ed to internal congregational operations was at 2.18 percent in 
2004, on par with figures from the mid-1970s. But the amount 
used for causes outside the congregation-often called benevo
lences-has declined to 0.38 percent, about one-third of a penny 
for every dollar of income. In 1968, 21 percent of the typical 
church member's giving went to external ministries; in 2004, that 
figure was less than 15 percent. 

A study of eight members of the National Council of the 
Churches found that benevolent efforts have borne the brunt of 
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the decline in giving, dropping 46 percent since 1968 while con
gregational funding has remained stable. 

"These numbers are the thermometer of ou r choices of where 
our hearts really are, " Ronsvalle said. "There is absolutely noth
ing to prevent us from being faithful, and we're growing cold." 

The numbers from the Ronsvalle study do not include donations to 
disaster relief for 2005's Hurricane Katrina, or for the bulk of response 
to the Asian tsunami in the final week of 2004. Ronsvalle said people 
will respond to urgent crises and will give if they know what their 
giving is going to accomplish. But, she said, the vision emphasized in 
churches has ignored benevolence too often in recent years. 

As churchgoers direct most of their money elsewhere
"maybe simply because there are more things to buy," Ronsvalle 
said- donations that do make it into the collection plate are 
spent on serving the congregation. And that leaves much of the 
world out of the loop, she said. 

For example, the study theorizes US Christians could evangel
ize the world, stop the daily deaths of 29,000 children younger 
than 5 worldwide, provide elementary education across the 
globe, and tackle domestic poverty-and have $150 billion left 
over annually-if church members tithed a full 10 percent of their 
income. Per US churchgoer, it would cost 28 cents per day to 
cure those global ills. 

Instead, according to the empty tomb analysis of figures from 
the US Bureau of Labor Statistics Consumer Expenditures 
Survey, Americans spend almost four times as much· on enter
tainment as on church giving. And 85 percent of the average per
son's $565 annual gift to churches and religious organizations is 
spent internally, according to the study. 

"It's not that people aren't generous, but church leadership are 
not providing a vision to use our power for good," Ronsvalle 
said. "We're using all of our power for self-gratification. 

"(Jesus) is not impressed with buildings. He's saying, 

'Feed my sheep."'~ 

Matt Vande Bunte writes for The Grand Rapids (Mich.) Press. This story was distributed 
through Religion News Service . 



All Aboard! 

The Vital Pastor train leaves the station in 

April 2008 is the date of the 

final orientation for pastors 

interested in facilitating a 

Vital Pastor Cohort. 

Church of the Brethren pastors in the 
Vital Pastor track of Sustaining Pastoral 
Excellence meet in small groups to create 
a two-year study focus around a critical 
question, to visit places in the world 
whose resources shed light on their 
question, and for shared learning and 
support. 

/ 

Contact Glenn or Linda Timmons 

at 800-287-8822 for more 

information or if you wish to be 

a part of the Sustaining Pastoral 

Excellence journey. 

Sustaining Pastoral Excellence 
Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadersh ip 
Bethany Theological Seminary 
615 National Road W, Richmond, Indiana 47374 
800-287-8822, www.bethanyseminary.edu 
E-mai I: pastoralexcellence@bethanysemi nary. edu 
Supported through a generous grant from the 
Lil ly Endowment Inc. 



Journe through the Word 

Nahum/Habakkuk: 
Knock 'em dead, 0 God! 
Books contain violent images directed at Judah's enemies 

The writings of the minor 
prophets have received 

uneven attention by the church. 
Books such as Hosea and Amos are 
quite familiar, and their themes and 
messages are the basis of much study 
and many sermons. Then there are 
books such as Nahum, which is never 
included as a reading in the Revised 
Common Lectionary, and Habakkuk, of 
which only a few select verses are 

God will protect Judah but rages against 
its adversaries. The remainder of chapter 
1 reiterates that even though God uses 
the nations of the world as deliverers of 
justice, in the end they will be judged and 
Judah will be liberated. 

Nahum 2 contains powerful poetry 
filled with similes, staccato sentences, 
and alliteration (for example: Devastation, 
desolation, and destruction! [Nahum 2:10 
NIV)) to describe the military destruction 

by David M. Valeta 

eration of Hebrew slaves from Egypt and 
the images of spiritual warfare recounted 
in the book of Ephesians. At its most 
basic level, God as a divine warrior 
reminds us that it is God, not humans, 
who fights, and that the people of God 
are called to live by faith. Sometimes bib
lical writers are so overwhelmed by the 
injustices of their world that their imagi
nations and desires call for overwhelming 
retribution. The fundamental belief that 

SOMETIMES BIBLICAL WRITERS ARE SO OVERWHELMED BY THE INJUSTICES 

OF THEIR WORLD THAT THEIR IMAGINATIONS AND DESIRES CALL FOR 
OVERWHELMING RETRIBUTION. THE FUNDAMENTAL BELIEF THAT BRUTALITY 
DESERVES BRUTAL PUNISHMENT RUNS THROUGH THE BOOK OF NAHUM. 

included for liturgical occasions. This 
neglect of these two books may be even 
more pronounced for those associated 
with the peace church traditions. 

Nahum is an extended diatribe against 
Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. The book 
describes the political situation in the late 
7th century BCE when the northern king
dom of Israel no longer exists, and the 
southern kingdom of Judah is threatened by 
that great superpower, the Assyrian empire. 

Nahum's oracle is delivered against the 
Assyrian capital city, but unlike the mes
sage of the prophet Jonah, there is no 
chance for repentance for Nineveh. 
Nahum 1 :2-6 introduces a fearsome God, 
one who is jealous, avenging, and wrath
ful. While the Lord is slow to anger, those 
who are guilty and refuse to repent will 
experience the heat and fury of God's dis
pleasure. Then in verses 7 and 8, Nahum 
reminds us that the Lord is good, that 
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of Nineveh. For those who experience 
oppression and brutalization, the desire 
to turn the table on their oppressors is 
understandable. 

While Nahum's description of the brutal
ization of Nineveh may be psychologically 
appealing, it also raises questions for those 
committed to peace. These qualms are 
acutely felt upon reading Nahum 3. Using 
"woe" language, there is an intensification 
of the military violence against Nineveh in 
3:1-3. Then in 3:4-7, Nineveh is described 
as a harlot guilty of sorcery and witchcraft, 
and God's judgment is described as an act 
of sexual violence, humiliating Nineveh by 
drawing her skirts over her head, exposing 
her nakedness, and pelting her with filth. It 
is an image that causes many modern 
readers to pause. 

The image of God as divine warrior is a 
common one in the Bible, in texts such as 
the Exodus narratives describing the lib-

brutality deserves brutal punishment runs 
through the book of Nahum. 

Is there a way to read Nahum without 
dismissing this book as morally inferior? In 
her commentary on Nahum, Julia M. 
O'Brien notes that Jewish theologian 
Abraham Heschel argues that God's anger 
against injustice is a sign of God's good
ness, and that a God who cares about 
humanity must be angered at its suffering. 
Ancient and modern readers _are rightly 
repulsed by such graphic depictions of 
military and sexual violence as one finds 
in Nahum. Perhaps the problem is not that 
God becomes angry, but how the book 
envisions the expression of God's anger. 
For those of us who have lived through 
the 20th century, one of the most violent in 
all of human history, it may be easier to 
understand Nahum's vehemence, even as 
we distance ourselves from his vision of 
the expression of God's anger. 



Quoting O'Brien, "A balanced ethical 
response to the book of Nahum is a 
simultaneous yes and no- yes to the 
belief that tyrants stand under the judg
ment of God and no to taking pleasure 
in sexual violation, humiliation, and 
death, and no to any response to evil
including the reader's own-that perpet
uates the very ideology of brutality that 
it seeks to oppose." 

Habakkuk wrestles with similar questions 
as Nahum, but now the protagonist is no 
longer Assyria but Babylon. He sees the 
imperial violence and injustice of the 
Babylonian empire, and the impending 
doom awaiting Judah, and Habakkuk 
utters that distinctly human response to 
suffering: "How long shall I cry for help, 
and you will not listen?" (1:2). 

Habakkuk is not afraid to argue with 
God. Chapter 1 records a dialogue in 

which God indicates that Babylon is the 
instrument of divine justice, and 
Habakkuk protests that this is unthink
able. How can God be involved with 
such an evil people? Habakkuk is not 
mollified and waits for God to answer 
his complaint (2:1 -4) . 

This is an important principle in the 
relationship between God and God's 
people. There is great injustice in the 
world, and often it appears that the 
righteous suffer while the wicked go 
unpunished. God's response in the 
remainder of chapter 2 is a series of 
woes proclaimed against everyone-not 
just the enemies of God and Judah, but 
against all who accumulate wealth 
unjustly (2:5-6) and those who plunder 
nations and shed human blood (2:8, 12). 
The wrath of God will come upon the 
arrogant (2:16), and those who follow 
the idols of their own making will find 
no help (2:18-19) . The silence of those 
idols will finally result in an experience 

of holy silence before the awesome and 
holy God in the Temple (2:20). 

Habakkuk 3 returns to the image of the 
divine warrior encountered earlier in the 
book of Nahum. Has not God dealt faith
fully with you and protected you in the 
past? God's glory covers the heavens (3:3), 

and just as in the time of the Exodus and 
the Judges, God will shake earth (3:6), 

rage against the sea (3:8), and crush the 
wicked (3:13) . To state the issue in modern 
theological terms, the vision answers the 
problem of theodicy (why there is evil in 
the world, and why do the wicked pros
per) with theophany (the experience of the 
living God overwhelms the experiences of 
mere mortal human beings). 

For Habakkuk, the experience of God 
renders him silent, and he awaits the 
salvation of God even though the fig 
tree, the vines, the olive, and the flock 
fails (3:16-19). For those of us who won
der like the prophets of old, "How long, 
0 God? How long will evil triumph while 
the good suffer?" the answer can be 
both comforting and frustrating. We 
know all too well the depths of sinful
ness in our own lives, and in the life of 
the nations of the world. We are to wait 
and trust the Lord, but perhaps, like 
Habakkuk, we should not be afraid to 
protest, to complain, to boldly petition 
God for change, and soon! n! 

David M. Valeta is an instructor in rel ig ious studies at the 

Univers ity of Colorado, Boulder. He has previously 

served as campus minister of McPherson (Kan.) College 

and as a pastor in Northern Ohio District. 

MESSENGER 'S "Journey through the Word" series will 

provide a brief overview of a different book (or books) of 

the Bib le each month through December 2009. Coming 

in December: Zephaniah/Haggai, by Jim Myer. 
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Germantown hosts opening event of 300th anniversary 

A full house worships 
at Germantown Church 
of the Brethren for the 

300th anniversary 
opening celebration. 

On Sept. 15-16 Germantown Church of the Brethren in 
Philadelphia hosted the opening event of a year-long cel
ebration of the 300th anniversary of the Brethren move
ment, which began in 1708 in Schwarzenau, Germany. 

Events took place at the "mother church," the first 
congregation of Brethren in the US, and featured wor
ship, workshops, tours, exhibits, and music. Participants 
came from across the country and from across the 

Church of the Brethren's Atlantic Northeast District, as 
well as from several other Brethren denominations and 
faith groups. About 220 people attended worship on 
Sunday, filling the Germantown sanctuary to capacity. 

Throughout the weekend, the historic setting 
remained at the center-alongside recognition of the 
current ministry of the Germantown church. "For 285 
years ... the gospel of Jesus Christ has been 
preacneo·· at Germantown, pastor KIcnard Kyerematen 
said as he led worship Sunday morning. 

The congregation was founded on Christmas Day 1723 
by German immigrants, and its meetinghouse built in 
1770 was the first Brethren meetinghouse in the US. 
Today the predominantly African-American congregation 
includes several members from African 
countries, with pastor Kyerematen himself 
coming originally from Ghana. 

Participants chose from a variety of 
workshops on subjects such as the Sauer 
Bible, outreach ministries at 
Germantown, or a Bible study on the 
300th anniversary theme. A Germantown 

Children's activities includ
ed planting a flower border 

around the Germantown 
parsonage. 
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cemetery tour, led by Ken Cosgrove-a Grace Brethren 
member and treasurer of the Germantown Trust-fea
tured the gravestones of Brethren founder Alexander 
Mack Sr. and several other important figures. A 
Wissahickon Creek Tour took participants to the site of 
the first US Brethren baptisms. 

Children's activities were designed to give hands-on 
experiences of the life and work of early Brethren. As a 
service project, the group of about a dozen children 
planted bulbs to create a flower border around the 
Germantown parsonage. The planting project hear
kened back to the farming profession of the founder of 
Coventry Church of the Brethren in Pottstown, Pa ., the 
second-oldest Brethren church in the US. Coventry also 
hosted a hymn sing during the weekend . 

An adventurous group participated in a humorous 
re-enactment of the crossing of the Atlantic about 
1730. The group sat in a "ship" in an arched tunnel 
leading to the Germantown cemetery, to get a taste of 
t he hardships experienced by the first Brethren to trav
el to the Americas. 

A worship concert by musicians and ministers at 
Germantown offered a reminder of the fundamental rea

son for the church's existence: "Standing in this great 
church that we love, we desire that God minister to you, 
as he does to us," said Joseph Craddock, a Germantown 
member involved in the church's ministry of visitation to 
nursing homes. Part of the offering from the weekend 
will go to a new multipurpose center, housed in a build
ing next door to the parsonage, which will provide space 
for community events and ministries such as a computer 
lab for seniors and tutoring for children. 

The two worship services included a Sunday morn
ing service led by the Germantown congregation, and 
a Sunday afternoon service sponsored by the Church 
of the Brethren. Earl Ziegler, former executive minister 
of Atiantic i\iortheast District and a former Annuai 
Conference moderator, preached for the morning serv
ice and called for continuing balance between sharing 
the Gospel and the work of serving others as the 
church moves into the future . "Brethren moved for
ward with vision and courage," he said. "All of this 



was launched in the Schwarzenau beginnings." 
Referring to Acts 1:8, the account of the first 
Christians receiving the Holy Spirit, Ziegler asked, 
"We have the power. Do we have the vision worthy 
of that power?" 

Belita Mitchell, moderator of the 2007 Annual 
Conference and pastor at Harrisburg (Pa.) First 
Church of the Brethren, gave the afternoon mes
sage. Robert Kettering, pastor at Lititz (Pa.) Church 
of the Brethren, directed hymns and served as wor
ship leader. Music was brought by the Inspirational 
Choir of Harrisburg First. 

Preaching on Acts 19:1-6 and continuing the 

theme of receiving power through the Holy Spirit, 
Mitchell said that sharing the good news of Jesus 
Christ through the grace of God is the witness of 
the Spirit. "That's what the early Brethren did, and 
that's what we're to do, too," she said. She called 
the church to look ahead with hope, to plan for 
diversity, and to welcome new people into the 
Brethren movement. "We who are here need to 
leave a little room for the brothers and sisters who 
are coming," she said. "If we're doing it right, 
they're coming. Don't you feel the Holy Spirit?" 

Major support for the celebration came from the 
Germantown Trust and the five agencies of the 

Lively music brought 
energy and smiles to 

the 300th anniversary 
kickoff weekend. 

Church of the Brethren Annual Conference. The 
Germantown Event Committee included Kyerematen, 
Craddock, Marilyn Ansah, George Ansah, Sandy 
Christophel, Karen Christophel, and Norma Keith, 
with Jeff Bach and Lorele Yager from the Church of 
the Brethren's 300th Anniversary Committee. 

More photos of the event are at 
www.brethren.org; click on "Photo Journal." For 
more on the 300th anniversary celebrations, go to 
www.churchofthebrethrenanniversary.org. 

Nov. 4 National Junior 
High Sunday 

Nov. 5-9 Sustaining 
Pastoral Excellence 
National Vital Pastors 
Retreat, San Antonio, Texas 

Nov. 11 National Donor 
Sabbath 

Nov. 16-17 Brethren 
Benefit Trust board meet
ing, Lancaster, Pa. 

Dec. 1 World AIDS Day 

Dec. 2 Brethren Press 
winter curriculum quarter 
begins 

Dec. 9 General Board 
Christmas Offering 
emphasis 

Jan.27-Feb. 15,2008 
Brethren Volunteer 
Service Unit 278 orienta
tion, Gotha, Fla. 

Feb. 28-March 2, 2008 
Brethren Academy new 
student orientation, 
Bethany Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, Ind. 

March 8-10, 2008 
Church of the Brethren 
General Board meeting, 
Elgin, Ill. 

. 
March 27-30, 2008 
Fellowship of Brethren 
Homes Annual Forum, St. 
Louis, Mo. 

March 28-30, 2008 
Association of Brethren 
Caregivers board meeting, 
Elgin, Ill. 
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Caring Ministries Assembly 
focuses on 1 Being Family' 

Lititz (Pa.) Church of the Brethren was a 
busy place Sept. 6-8 as more than 200 
deacons, pastors, chaplains, and other 
caregivers attended this year's Caring 
Ministries Assembly, sponsored by the 
Association of Brethren Caregivers. The 
theme, "Being Family: Reality and 
Renewal" (Acts 26:18a), was explored 
through keynote presentations, work
shops, Bible study, and worship. 

The assembly began with worship and 
keynote presentations by David H. 
Jensen, associate professor at Austin 
(Texas) Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary, who explored family life in 

Stephen Breck Reid, dean of Bethany 
Theological Seminary, ta lks about "invading the 
privacy of Isaac and Rebekah" during morning 
Bible study at Caring Ministries Assembly. 

today's society and gave a follow-up 
presentation on "Marking Time 
Together: Christian Faith, Brethren 
Tradition, and the Renewal of Our Days." 

Others speakers included Donald 
Kraybill and Kate Eisenbise, authors of 
The Brethren in a Post-Modern World, 
who shared a multi-generational look at 
how their own families have changed. 

Marilyn Lerch led an evening worship 
service that included a communion serv
ice and sharing stories about family. 
Musicians and songwriters Jim and Jean 
Strathdee performed a concert of music 
of compassion, justice, healing, and 
hope. Bible study was led by Stephen 
Breck Reid, academic dean of Bethany 
Theological Seminary. 

Participants attended their choice of 
workshops about family, including a look 
at step-families, end-of-life spiritual care, 
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A healthy yogurt sundae bar provides Caring Ministries participants with a late-night snack on Thursday. 

healthy aging, strengthening marriage, 
creatively handling conflict, self-care for 
caregivers, communication, healthy rela
tionships, bridging multicultural differ
ences, and deacon visitation etiquette. 

An hour-long "Time for Renewal of 
Body, Mind, and Soul" provided oppor
tunities for silent reflection, walking a 
labyrinth, prayer, journaling, meditative 

movement, and massage therapy. 
In the concluding worship service, 

Belita Mitchell, immediate past modera
tor of Annual Conference, challenged 
worshipers to "go and tell" others what 
the Lord has done, and what they 
learned at the event. The next Caring 
Ministries Assembly is planned for 
September 2010. 



PERSONNEL MOVES 

• Judy Bezon began Sept. 10 as associate 
director for Children's Disaster Services 
(formerly Disaster Child Care), a program of 
the General Board's Brethren Disaster 
Ministries located at the Brethren Service 
Center in New Windsor, Md. Bezon has pro
vided volunteer services in four rebuilding 
experiences-as a co-leader of the Camp 
Hope rebuilding effort in Vancleave, Miss., 
as a disaster child care volunteer in 
Louisiana and Florida, as a project manager 
for Disaster Child Care in New Orleans, and 
as a site coordinator for Mississippi United 
Methodist Disaster Response. She is retired 
from 30 years as a school psychologist in 
upstate New York, and has skills as a medi
ator, in sign language, in play therapy, and 
in conflict resolution for children. 

• Bryan Boyer, district executive minister 
of Pacific Southwest District has announced 
his resignation effective Dec. 31. He has 
served in the position for the last four 
years. Boyer plans to return to work in his 
professional field of clinical psychology. 

• Jean L. Hendricks has announced 
her retirement as president and general 
manager of the Mutual Aid Association for 
the Church of the Brethren (MAA), effec
tive May 1, 2008. Since February 2001, 
Hendricks has led the association's min
istry of offering property insurance to 
Brethren individuals, congregations, and 
organizations. Her work has included serv
ing as chief executive officer for MAA and 
providing general oversight for the compa
ny. Hendricks is a graduate of McPherson 
(Kan.) College and Bethany Theological 
Seminary, and earned a doctorate from the 
University of Kansas. She has pastored 
congregations in Iowa and Kansas, and 
worked for the General Board from 1991 to 
1997 in the ministry training program. She 
worked for McPherson College from 1997 
to 2000 as director of church relations. She 
also has served on Bethany's board of 
directors, has been an officer for the 
Brethren Ministers' Association, and was a 
board member for MAA. 

• Elizabeth J. Keller of Richmond, Ind., 
has been named interim director of admis
sions for Bethany Theological Seminary, 
through Sept. 30, 2008. Keller currently is 
enrolled in Bethany's master of divinity 
program and intends to graduate in May. 
She has served as the seminary's chapel 
coordinator and on the presidential search 
committee. During her time as a Bethany 

student, she also has served Northview 
Church of the Brethren in Indianapolis as a 
student pastor, and has been a summer 
intern with Bethany's Institutional 
Advancement office. A 1997 graduate of 
Manchester College in North Manchester, 
Ind., she was senior admissions counselor 
there from 1997 to 2000. 

• Gimbiya Kettering has begun as co
coordinator of communications for On 
Earth Peace. In a shared position w ith Barb 
Sayler, she will focus on writing and editing 
newsletters, publicity for events, and other 
written communications. Raised in Nairobi, 
Kenya, by an interracial family rooted in the 
Church of the Brethren, she brings a unique 
perspective on issues of diversity and multi
cultural awareness. Kettering holds a bach
elor's degree in International Studies from 
Maryville (Tenn.) College, a master's degree 
in creative writing from American 
University in Washington, D.C., and is co
author of "Inside Sudan: People-to-People 
Grassroots," published by the New Sudan 
Council of Churches. She is joining the staff 
of On Earth Peace from Takoma Park, Md. 

• Callie Surber began Sept. 17 as coordi
nator of Brethren Volunteer Service orienta
tion for the General Board. Most recently 
she had been a teaching classroom aide at 
Accel Schools in Phoenix, Ariz., where she 
assisted with a classroom of nine severely 
autistic teenagers. As a mission worker with 
the General Board's Global Mission 
Partnerships, working through Brethren 
Volunteer Service, she also has taught 
English to middle school students in Mubi, 
Nigeria. Surber attended the University of 
Illinois, majoring in speech pathology and 
audiology. She is a member of Circle of 
Peace Church of the Brethren in Peoria, Ariz. 

• Steve Van Houten has resigned as 
coordinator of the General Board 
Youth/Young Adult Ministry office's work
camp ministry effective Jan. 30. He began 
his work with the board on July 1, 2006, 
when he was hired to fill a new staff posi
tion of workcamp coordinator. Van Houten 
and the workcamp staff began a significant 
expansion of the workcamp program, and 
this summer he oversaw 37 workcamps 
involving 854 participants. Previously Van 
Houten served as a pastor for 25 years, 
most recently as senior pastor of Akron 
(Ohio) Springfield Church of the Brethren. 
Over the past decade he also frequently 
served as a volunteer workcamp leader, and 
was dean or service project coordinator at 
the last four National Youth Conferences. 
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lonferen0e YMCA of the Rockies, 
Estes Park, Colorado 

Young Adults l 8-35 can register online 
starting January 7, 2008 

Registration Cost: $325 

Christmas is approaching! Purchase 
an NYAC gift certificate for your loved one by 
contacting us at nyac08 _gb@brethren.org. 
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ONCAMPUS 
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.) 

On Sept. 14, Bridgewater launched the pub
lic phase of a campaign to raise $40 million 
for endowed scholarships, academic 

enhancement, facilities improvements, lab
oratories, equipment, and information tech

nology, and the Bridgewater Fund. The 
"silent phase" of the campaign began in 
July 2004; the public phase will extend 
through 2010. About half of the $40 million 
goal has already been met. 

Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.) 

Elizabethtown professor Donald B. Kraybill 
and two co-authors (Steven M. Nolt of 
Goshen College and David L. Weaver
Zercher of Messiah College) discussed their 
recently published book Amish Grace, which 
tells the story of Amish grace in the wake of 
the Nickel Mines shooting, at two Sept. 25 
events held at Elizabethtown. Royalties from 
sa les of the book are being donated to 
Mennonite Central Committee. 

Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.) 

Juniata president Thomas R. Kepple, at a June 
12 meeting, signed the American College and 
University Presidents Climate Commitment, an 
agreement among more than 280 colleges 
and universities to set a long-term goal to 
eliminate global warming emissions. 

University of La Verne (La Verne, Calif.) 

Former US Olympic gold medalist Julie 
Smith has been named the Leopards new 
head softball coach. Smith's most noted 
achievement is her role in helping the United 
States win the gold medal at the 1996 
Olympics in Atlanta. She has also played on 
US teams at the World Championships and 
the Pan American Games. This will be 
Smith's first collegiate coaching position. 

Manchester College (North Manchester, Ind.) 

Preliminary enrollment figures showed 319 

first-year students and 15 transfer students 
this fall, with an improved retention rate of 
73 percent. ... Professor Ingrid Rogers and 
senior Tim Polakowski are teaming up to 
develop a guide book, in Spanish, of impor
tant resources in north central Indiana for 
the area's growing Hispanic population. 
Several grants are aiding the project. 

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.) 

Alumni Clifton Baile '62, Gilford Ikenberry 
'52, and Patricia Stauffer Nippert '72 
received 2007 Citation of Merit awards at 
alumni weekend .... National recognition for 
watercolor paintings by Wayne Conyers, 
professor of art at McPherson, continues 
to build. Conyers had two paintings in this 
summer's National Exhibition of American 
Watercolor XI in Taos, N.M. One, titled 
"Warhol Almost Got It Right," took top 
honors with the Best of Show Award. 

Intergenerational outreach aids disaster victims 

Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren is a small country church with a big 
heart for disaster response ministry. For the past five years, members of the 
church near Hagerstown, Md., have traveled across the country to spend a 
week helping victims of disasters. This year, July 23-27, the Beaver Creek 
group traveled to Pearl River, La. 

These trips have been organized by retired Brethren pastor Stanley 
Barkdoll. Brethren Disaster Ministries has been his passion since retirement; 
in fact, he retired so that he could be trained as a Brethren Disaster 
Ministries project director. The July trip was his 48th over a 10-year period. 
He has always been an advocate for disaster ministries at Beaver Creek and 
had some individuals join him over the years, but the first organized Beaver 
Creek group went on their first project in 2003. 

Barkdoll then challenged the church to have a Beaver Creek Week each sum
mer the last full week of July. The group goes wherever a project is open; it 

may be local, or as far as Florida or California. The 2006 and 2007 trips have 
been to homes damaged or destroyed by Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Last year, 
19 people went to Lucedale, Miss. Only 15 people were able to go to Pearl 
River this year due to limited housing at the site. Next year's trip will be July 
20-26; the site will not be known until several months in advance. 

The congregation keeps an ongoing fund to pay for gas, food, and lodging 
for travel to and from each site; at the project, expenses are covered by 
Brethren Disaster Ministries. The work has included taking debris out of 
houses, hanging and finishing drywall, painting, and putting final touches 
on houses. The families for whom these projects are undertaken are always 
very appreciative, often inviting the workers for picnics or meals. 

The intergenerational groups from Beaver Creek range in age from youth 
to senior citizens; the July trip included six adults, one young adult, and eight 
youth, with an age range from 14 to 78. Several retired people go, many of 
whom have skills that are very helpful in rebuilding homes. Other people use 
their vacation time to go; not only individuals, but whole families. 

According to Rachel Black, Beaver Creek's pastor, "It impresses me that 
some of these people use their vacation time, not just once a year, but some 
several times a year. The youth are also very excited to spend some of their 
summer vacation volunteering." One of the church members who uses his 
vacation time is Dennis Minnick, who was recognized by his co-workers at the 
Washington County Sheriff's Department for his service to the community. 

Two Beaver Creek youth who graduated from high school in 2007 were recog
nized for going above and beyond their required community service hours, 
largely due to their disaster response work. Anthony Minnick and Brandon 
Stotler worked more than 100 hours beyond their requirement. They were sur
prised to learn that they had exceeded their required hours; they did it because 
they liked to serve, not to meet community service requirementS.-Shalom Black Lane 
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'Evan Almighty' carries 
a 'green' message 
Film was intentionally marketed to Christian audiences 

rrlk about a Second Coming . .la God has returned to Hollywood, with Morgan Freeman 
resurrecting his role as God in a natty white suit, this time 
opposite Steve Carell playing a congressman-turned-modern
day-Noah in Evan Almighty. 

The comedy, with its estimated $175 million pricetag, is a 
kinder, gentler sequel to the 2003 blockbuster Bruce Almighty, 

SARA SHEREEN 
BAKHSHIAN 

which took in $240 million at the box office 
with Jim Carrey in the lead role. 

But given the earlier film's sometimes off-
color humor, and Carell's less-than-whole

some image from The 40 Year Old Virgin, studio executives and 
film makers took care to ensure Evan would appeal to families, 
and particularly Christian audiences. 

"(There) was a conscious effort to invite everyone to this 
movie," said director and producer Tom Shadyac, whose earli
er credits include Bruce Almighty, Patch Adams, and Liar Liar. 

"This is an ark story with animals, a flood, and a big boat, 
and I thought it would be insane to not invite a 2-year-old, a 
grandparent, and everyone in between." 

After Mel Gibson tapped into a lucrative faith-based market 
with The Passion of the Christ, Hollywood took notice with 
such films as The Nativity Story, The Chronicles of Narnia, One 
Night With the King, and Amazing Grace, among others. 

called "Rock the Boat," featuring Switchfoot, Jeremy Camp, 
Relient K, and DecemberRadio at Universal City's Gibson 
Amphitheatre to benefit Habitat for Humanity. 

"Part of what we wanted to do was to show the Christian com
munity that this is a film you can feel very comfortable rallying 
behind if you choose to do it," publicist Jonathan Bock said. 

The on line discussion about the film has touched on environ
mental protection-cleaning parks, planting trees, and recy
cling-which is a central theme of the film. Not coincidentally, 
environmental stewardship has become a major topic of 
debate among some evangelicals. 

Shadyac tried to "go green" with the film by planting trees, 
using two-sided scripts, and providing bicy

For Shadyac, an important message in the 
film is that God says he isn't destroying 
the world anymore-humans are. 

cles instead of cars for crew members. 
Craig Detweiler, co-director of the Reel 

Spirituality program at Fuller Theological 
Seminary in Pasadena, Calif., said the film 
is ultimately about stewardship and peo

Universal Studios started screening the film for general audi
ences in Sacramento, Calif., in early 2007. Adam Fogelson, 
Universal's marketing director, said viewers liked the film's 
interfaith perspective that didn't come off as preachy. 

"The movie reflected the morals and values and habits of 
many millions of Americans of multiple faiths that ... are fre
quently absent from mainstream entertainment," Fogelson said. 

Universal then teamed up with Grace Hill Media-which had 
worked on Bruce Almighty, The Chronicles of Narnia, Lord of 
the Rings, and other films-to market the film to faith-minded 
audiences. 

On June 5, the film was screened for about 18,000 pastors. A 
week later, on June 12, Evan presented a Christian rock concert 
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ple's responsibility to take care of what God has given them. 
"It asks us a serious question about the responsibility of the 

environment," he said, "but does it in a humorous way." 
For Shadyac, an important message in the film is that God 

says he isn't destroying the 
world anymore-humans are. 

"This movie is about the 
environment, meaning you and 
me and the gift of the world 
that we live in," he said. li! 

Sara Shereen Bakhshian is a writer for 

Religion News Service based in Los Angeles. 



Subscribe to 
Care giving 

Caregiving is a quarterly 
publication for pastors, 
deacons and congrega
tional caregivers. 

Individual subscriptions are $12; 
congregations receive a special 
$6 rate. 

a 
Visit www.brethren

~ caregivers.org or call 
J the Association of 

Brethren Caregivers 
at (800) 323-8039. 
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THESE YOUTH, WHEN ENCOURAGED, WERE ABLE TO LISTEN 
TO ONE ANOTHER AND BEGIN TO APPRECIATE ONE 
ANOTHER. THEY ALLOWED THEMSELVES TO BE CHANGED. 

Bible is the final word 

I'm writing in response to three letters 
published in the June 2007 issue of 
MESSENGER ("What would Jesus think?," 
"It's not in there," and "Jesus preached 
acceptance"). May I say at the outset 
that what I say I say in love (Eph. 4:15). 

Just because Jesus never addressed 
an issue doesn't say he isn't for or 
against the issue. Please read 1 
Corinthians 2:6-16, which ends with 
these words, "But we have the mind of 
Christ." The mind of Christ comes to us 
through the Holy Spirit and the written 
word of God (the Bible). So we do know 
what Jesus has to say about the subject 
in question, since the inspired apostle 
Paul writing for Jesus gave us Romans 
1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; and 1 

Mutual Aid Association 
seeks new leadership 
Position: 
President/General Manager for Mutual Aid 
Association for Church of the Brethren /Brethren 
Mutual Aid Agency/ MAA Share Fund, Inc 

Location: 
Ab il ene, Kan . (2 1/2 hours West of Kansas City) 

Description: 
Serve as the principa l admin istrator of the organiza
tion. Plan, direct, and coordinate programs and staff 
to assure that stated board objectives are attained, 
policyholder needs are met, and effective internal 
and externa l relationships are maintained. 
Demonstrate leadership skills and office manage
ment. Direct the organization 's vision, cooperative ly 
with the Board of Directors. 

Qualifications: 
Hold Church of the Brethren values; be trustwor
thy and reliable; have a positive attitude toward 
change; demonstrate effective written and oral 
communication ski lls; demonstrate successful 
peop le ski lls; have insurance and marketing expe
rience; have manageria l or supervisory experi
ence; minimum education of a bachelor's degree. 

Compensation and Benefits: 
Salary commensurate with experience; pension 
and medical benefits; vacation and other leave. 

Start Date: 
March 1, 2008, or negotiable 

Contact: 
Send letter of interest, along with one-page 
resume, and minimum sa lary requirement to: 

Chair, MAA Board of Directors 
c/o 3094 Jeep Road, Abilene, KS 67410 
Fax: 785-598-2214 
Phone: 785-598-2212 

e-mail: maa@maabrethren .com 

Timothy 1:9-10. 
As I read "It's not in there" I actually 

thought the writer was writing tongue-in
cheek, but later realized he wasn't. A 
concordance is only a man-made tool to 
help us find words (English words) in the 
Bible as we study. Unlike the Bible, it is 
not inspired, inerrant, or infallible. 

I also was shocked to read that even the 
apostle Paul was in error because he didn't 
know that homosexuality was "an uncho
sen sexual orientation or of adult persons 
of the same sex committed to each other." 
Just because someone is born with a cer
tain thing, it doesn't follow that that certain 
thing is normal or good (such as Down's 
Syndrome and or other types of physical 
or mental infirmities). Poor Paul, if only he 
could have lived in the 21st century then 
he could be enlightened, too. 

Even if we had only one verse or a par
tial verse that spoke for or against any 
issue it would be more than enough 
since all Scripture is "God-breathed" (2 
Tim. 3:16) and is to be believed and prac
ticed over even what the American 
Psychiatric Association or any other man
made organization has to say. As 
Ephesians 3:8 says, "See to it that no one 
takes you captive through hollow and 
deceptive philosophy, which depends on 
human tradition and the basic principles 
of this world rather than on Christ." 

I do appreciate your opinions and 
remarks and would fight for your right to 
hold and make them, but I respectfully 
disagree with you and appeal to only the 
truth that we believers in Jesus Christ 
can trust: the Bible. 

Vincent E. Cable 
Uniontown, Pa. 

Can we listen to each other? 

I spent a week as a Bible resource leader at 
a youth camp this summer. I should have 
known, but was surprised at what I learned 
from the 13 youth who attended camp. 

The anticipation of the beginning of 
camp was high. I initially projected my 
own children's anticipation of camp on 
this camp. I quickly realized I was not in 
Illinois any more. Quickly, I saw two dis
tinct youth groups that had no history of 
relating with one another. One youth 
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The Church of the Brethren Coffee Project 
A partnersh ip of Brethren Witness/Washington Office and Equal Exchange 

When you purchase fa irly traded coffee, tea and choco late through 

the Church of the Brethren Coffee Project, you join a growing network 

of 40 small farmer co-operatives in 20 countr ies, including the 

Un ited States, receiving fair prices, affordable credit and a long-term, 

direct trade relat ionship through a 100% Fair Trade, worker-ow ned 

cooperative, Equal Exchange. 

Fundraising with Fair Trade 
Use Equal Exchange products to raise money 

for youth groups or mission projects, and to 
educate your congregation about Fair Trade. 

Contact the Interfaith Program and ask for 

our Church Fundraising Packet for helpful 

information and suggestions. 

For more information on ordering for your church, fundraiser or alternative gift market: 

tel 774.776.7366 www.equalexchange.coop/how-to-order 

Messenger November 2007 

group was working class, the other a mid
dle-class group, brought together to enjoy 
the outdoors. Out of their insecurities each 
presented an image that bolstered their 
own self-confidence to face the week ahead. 

As the week progressed, I saw a micro
cosm of the church at this camp. There were 
two viewpoints present that were uneasy 
with each other. Each group found circling 
the wagons was easier and safer than to 
reach out and seek the commonalities of 
faith to build understanding and friendship. 

The youth, bless their hearts, trusted me 
and the leadership to guide them on a jour
ney of faith in which they learned that they 
had as much or more in common with each 
other as where they were different. They 
came together in a simple exercise with a 
trust walk. While the youth gravitated to their 
own youth groups after sessions, there was 
a glimmer over time of building blocks of 
interaction. They ate together, spoke to each 
other face-to-face, and encountered the Holy 
Spirit in this one-on-one interaction. 

These youth, when encouraged, were able 
to listen to one another and begin to appre
ciate one another. They allowed themselves 
to be changed. They went home to their 
families and their congregations different 
because they encountered the Holy One. 

As a life-long member of the denomina
tion, I have been aware recently of view
points talking at one another without lis
tening to one another. I am aware of a pat
tern of focusing on our differences rather 
than our commonalities. It was heartening 
to see the youth step out in faith to talk 
with one another and finding out they had 
much more in common than they realized. 

As an outsider to this camp, I appreciat
ed the youth trusting me. Maybe if the 
Church of the Brethren "Community" 
cou ld meet one-on-one, face-to-face, and 
just seek the Holy Spirit to be part of our 
conversation, then maybe we can focus on 
making disciples as Matthew 28 calls us, 
rather than defending our opinions. 

Blaine Miner 
Elgin, Ill. 

The opinions expressed in "Letters" are not necessarily 

those of MESSENGER. Readers should receive them in 

the same way as when differing views are expressed in 
face-to-face conversation. 

Letters should be brief, clear, and respectful of the 

opinions of others, with strong differences handled in 

the spirit of Matthew 18. Preference is given to letters 

that respond directly to items in MESSENGER. 

Anonymous letters will not be considered. 

Send letters to MESSENGER, Attn: Letters, 1451 

Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or messenger@brethren.org. 

Please include hometown and phone number. 



Jesus was not a pacifist 

Robert Stoner (June 2007, p. 29) notes 
the Bible is silent on homosexuality and 
abortion and guesses at Jesus' teaching 
for today's United States. I agree with his 
extensions. However, his last line, "Jesus 
was definitely against war, and real fol
lowers ... would be also" is debatable, 
yet he proposes pacifists are the only 
'real' Christians. The truth is aversion to 
war is not exclusively a Brethren virtue! 
All civilized societies and individuals 
oppose war. More importantly, does the 
Bible support Mr. Stoner's assertion? 

Jesus does not address war between 
nation-states. Using the same criteria as 
Mr. Stoner-silence-speculation that 
counters the Brethren point of view on 
war is just as valid as his assumptions 
on abortion and homosexuality. 

But interestingly, the Bible is not silent 
on Jesus' views on violence and personal 
weapons. My Sunday school teacher in 
Osceola (Ind.) Church of the Brethren was 
as perplexed in 1961 by Jesus' violence in 
the temple as were individuals ques
tioned at a Camp Mack family retreat in 
2006. Did Jesus carry a weapon? We do 

not know; the Bible is silent. But the 
record is undeniably clear his disciples 
did. And just as clear are Jesus' words in 
Luke 22:36: " ... and if you don't have a 
sword, sell your cloak and buy one." (NIV) 

If one discounts the words and deeds 
of Jesus, one cannot dismiss the lessons 
of history. William Penn would have 
never set foot in the New World (no 
Pennsylvania) if others, including his 
aide, had not fought on his behalf on the 
high seas. Our freedom to worship and 
every other freedom we cherish has 
been, is, and always will be secured by 
those willing to "stand in the breach" for 
us. A civilization rises, is sustained, or 
falls solely on the efficacy of its military. 

Do you love your American freedoms to 
live and worship? Do you love peace? 
Thank-and support-a soldier. George S. 

Patton, American World War II general and 
Bible student, said, "Those that beat their 
swords into plowshares will plow for those 
that do not." How true. Mr. Stoner encour
ages us to read John 13:34-35. Yes, Jesus 
was a peacemaker, but he definitely was not 
a pacifist. Are these points worth dialogue? 

David Elmer Leckrone 
Appomattox, Va. 

U~einJ the 300th Annive.r.•~ ±\1'1'0·•• b ~a~ 

Video Contest 
Create a 3 minute video on the 2008 Annual Confe1•enee theme: 

SuITendered to God 
Transformed in Christ 

Empowered by the Spirit 
The winning video wiH be shown 

on the floor of Annual Conferenee! 

Entries are (llle hy February 1, 2008 

Sponsore,l by the Conyegat.ional l,ife Team 
of the Church of the Brethren Gener-JI Board. 

CLASSIFIEDAD 
Seeking contact information for those on the Brethren 
Service Commission work camp tour of 1959. The tour, led by 
Graydon Snyder, started June 18, 1959, in Amsterdam_with 22 
participants: PA, Ruth Derstine, Faye Fulk, Barbara_ Peifer, Ann 
Scheib, Eva Wagner, Guy Wampler Jr., and Fred Zimmerman; 
Indiana, Dan, Lucy, and Steve West and Richard Ecklebarger; 
California, Kathryn Bowers, Mildred Brandt, and Jeanne 
Elliott; Ohio, Sonia Studebaker, Willard Walls; Arizona, Helen 
Thompson; Illinois, Janet Carson and Nancy Zickuhr; 
Colorado, Kenneth Ullom; Nevada, Jon Kettenhofer; NY, Ann 
Aukerman. Please send information to Willard Walls (will
wa lls@cmfi.org). 

2008 Brethren Anniversary Tours 
Ed-Ventures, Inc., a tour operator with over 30 years of expe
rience in European group travel, is offering 3 different and cre
ative itineraries to Europe in summer 2008, all to include the 
300-year anniversary celebration in Schwarzenau. Each tour 
accompanied by a professional tour director and Brethren 
pastor. Zurich-Amsterdam (Host: Jim Miller); Berlin-Zurich 
(Host: Jim Hardenbrook); Munich-Amsterdam (Host: Fred 
Bernhard). For information and brochures call 800-658-7128 
or visit: www.ed-ventures.com. 

PASTORS NEEDED. Congregations in many of the denomi
nation's 23 districts are in need of strong, trained Christian 
leaders who are dedicated to Church of the Brethren beliefs 
and practices to serve as pastor. The available placem_ents are 
both full-time and part-time and include some associate/sec
ond staff positions. The congregations vary widely in size and 
program. A full listing of openings can be found at 
www.brethren.org/genbd/ministry/placement.htm. Contact 
the appropriate district executive or call the Ministry office at 
800-323-8039. 
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1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120-1694 
www.brethrcnprcss.com 800-44 I-3 712 

2008TOURS 
AN ANTARCTIC EXPERIENCE (January 2-14) 

VIETNAM (January l 8 - February 4) 

AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND (February 1-21) 

LEARNING ABOUT MENNONITES in PUERTO RICO 
and a SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE 

(February 27 -March 8) 

MEXICO (February 29 - March 9) 

SPRINGTIME CRUISE from AMSTERDAM to PARIS 
(March 22 - April 2) 

EXPERIENCE SOUTH AMERICA (March 28 - April 11) 

VISIT "TRANSYLVANIA EMERGING" - ROMANIA 
and HUNGARY (April 21 -May 2 -with MEDA) 

MOSCOW and SIBERIA (May 24 - June 4) 

ISRAEVPALESTINE with AMBS (May 25 -June 4) 

MENNONITE GREAT TREK ALONG 
the SILK ROAD (May 25 - June 9) 

ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 4-16) 

Fresh from the Word 
Recapture the spirit of that early 

morning in Schwarzenau, Germany, 

where the fuse eight Brethren went into 

the waters of baptism and came up new 

in Christ. Like that first en cow1ter, the 

366 meditations of Fresh from the Word will 

lead you into the depths of God's Word 

and lift you up fresh for the day ahead. 

Reignite the passion, recapture the 

wonder, renew the faith. 

Fresh from the Word is the holiday gift 

for everyone. 

$20 each 
$ 15 per copy on orders of IO or more 

ENGLAND, SCOTLAND and WALES 
(June 25 - July 7) 

EUROPEAN HERITAGE (July 7-20) 
EXPLORING YOUR FAMILY ROOTS 

in EUROPE (August 2 5 · September 7) 

MENNONITE STORY in POLAND 
with PETER KLASSEN (September 16-24) 

CHINA and a YANGTZE RIVER CRUISE 
(October 8-21 ) 

2009 & 2010 TOURS 
CH ECK OUR WEB SITE 

"Building bridges among Mennonites and other Christians 
around the world through custom-designed travel." 

CALL 1-800-565-0451 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ANO TO BOOK YOUR TOUR 

E-MAIL: office@tourmagination.com WEB: www.tourmagination.com 
9 Willow Street, Waterloo, ON N2J l V6 Canada Reg. #50014322 2308 Wood Street, loncoster, PA 17 603 USA 

Messenger November 2007 

Please send information to be includ
ed in Tuming Points to Jean 
Clements, 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin, 
lL 60120; 800-323-8039 ext. 206; 
jclements _gb@brethren.org. 
Information must be complete in 
order to be published. 
Information older than one year can
not be published. 

New Members 
Ambler, Pa.: Caylin Breisch, 

Aaron MiUer, Tim Morgan, 
Will Rowen, Christopher Smith 

Annville, Pa.: Sam Bun 
Antelope Park, Lincoln, Neb. : 

Benjamin Blocher, Charles 
Horner, Sigrid Horner, 
Michelle Horner 

Big Creek, Cushing, Okla. : Zack 
Donaghey, Jaylyn Taylor 

Black Rock, Glenville, Pa .: Bob 
Crawford, Jr. , Mary Crawford, 
Fred Howard, Dolly Howard, 
Wayne Green, Shirley Green, 
Kaitlyn Rappold!, Nicole 
Osborne, Jacob Strausbaugh, 
Taylor Sipe, Shelly Loss 

Blue River, Columbia City, Ind.: 
Toby Bair, Julie Bair, Esther 
Bair, Keith Bair 

Brownsville, Md.: Lorraine Link, 
Brandon Nokes, Waneta 
Henderson, Teresa Mohler, 
June Utterback, Darice 
Utterback, Allen Smith, Joni 
Smith , Stephanie Smith, Grace 
Britner 

Central, Roanoke, Va.: Amir Babi, 
Rachel Falligant, Emily H arvey, 
Brandon Porter, Michael 
Waering, Rachel Wilson 

Cerro Gordo, Ill.: Norm Starr, 
Marge Starr 

Community of Joy, Salisbury, 
Md.: Theresa Story 

Dixon, Ill. : Goldie Humphreys 
Ephrata, Pa.: David Beckman, 

Deb Beckman, Scott Beckman, 
Douglas Mackley, Suzanne 
Mackley, Mark McCollom, 
Beth McCoUom, Nate Latshaw, 
KeUy Velasquez 

Fellowship, Martinsburg, WVa.: 
Abigail Wibbing, Rachael 
Clingan, Alexander Strickler, 
Ward Walker, Jessica Walker, 
Julia Walker 

Free Spring, Miffli ntown, Pa.: 
Tyler Ritzman, Trey Ritzman 

Gortner Union, Oakland, Md.: 
Seamus McGoldrick, Julie 
Keefer 

Happy Corner, Clayton, O hio : 
Kristen Woodard, Eric Horton 

Hempfield, Manheim, Pa.: Connie 
Dawson, Jerry Dawson, 
Dorothy Wadsworth 

Marion, Ohio: Brian Morgan, 
David Myers 

Mechanicsburg, Pa.: Thomas 
Beene, Suzie Atkins, George 
Pickens, Debbie Pickens 

Mohican, West Salem, Ohio: Rick 
Hill, Melinda H ill, Ali Turney, 
Jeff Hannah, Diane Hannah 

Montezuma, Dayton, Ya.: Morgan 

Click, Brittany Evans, O livia 
Mandeville, Kayla McKean 

Mountain Grove, Ful ks Run, Va.: 
Tyler Pulliam, Justin Brower, 
Phillip Wayne Wilkins, Lane 
Turner, Beverly Keller, Brenda 
Keller, Jack YanOrden, Daniel 
Custer, Hannah Anderson, 
Carly Billhimer, Meagan Dean, 
J. Lee Hammer, Crystal 
Hammer, Kendra Sh ifl et 

Pinc Creek, North Liberty, lnd.: 
Jonathan Dolph, Philip 
Flickinger, Lucas Pearson, Don 
Orsund, Sondra Orsund 

Pleasant View, Jefferson, Md.: 
Emma T hornton, Charles 
Thornton, Carl Lawson, Pam 
Lawson, Diane Lease, Nicole 
Lease, James Hane, Apple 
Loiacono, Steve Loiacono, 
Vera Phelps, Karen Miss, Tom 
Miss, Scott Moser, Scott 
Stauffer, Sean Duvall 

Rayman, Friedens, Pa.: Doloris 
Gri ffith, Robert Dandrea 

Saunders Grove, Moneta, Va.: 
Kinney Arnette, Brenda 
Arnette, Danny Simmons, 
Carol Simmons 

Spring Branch, Wheatland, Mo .: 
Johnny Ward 

Stevens Hill Community, 
Elizabethtown, Pa.: S !even 
Buller, Becky Johnson, Angie 
Southard, Brian Southard 

Stone, Huntingdon, Pa. : Margy 
Miller, Dale Miller, Mary 
Garvey, Jeremy Santos, James 
Bookhamer, Sharon 
Booklrnmer, Tom Carpenter, 
Linda Carpenter, Joanne 
Laabs, Rick Laabs, Dale Kissell 

Trotwood, Ohio: Crystal Miller, 
Michael GaUon 

Westminster, Md.: Gregory 
Simmons, Leslie Simmons, 
Chelsey Simmons, Brady 
Winter, Katie Yingling, Andy 
Rowe, Alex Reuschling, 
Graham Cullison, Miranda 
Lynn, Luke Winand, Jeff 
Shaffer, Melissa Shaffer 

Anniversaries 
Allison, Charles and La Rue, 

Johnstown, Pa., 55 
Ballou, John and Margaret, 

Roanoke, Va ., 60 
Barron, Charles and Maxine, 

Somerset, Pa. , 60 
Buchanan, James and Esther, 

Elkhart, Ind. , 65 
Cheuvront, Clair and Phyllis, 

Broadway, Va., 60 
Cordell, Charles W and Doris, 

Waynesboro, Pa., 55 
Crouch, Howard and Hazel, 

Huntingdon, Pa. , 60 
Crowl, Harry, Jr. and Doris, 

Keedysville, Md., 65 
Cupp, Charles and Judy, 

T hornville, Ohio, 50 
Dell, Carroll and Joyce, 

Westminster, Md. , 50 
Haldeman, Gern , Sr. , and 

Patricia, H ummelstown, Pa., 50 



lanes , Glenn and Doretha, 
Knoxville, Md. , 55 

Ieffner, Lawrence and Oneida, 
Knoxville, Md. , 55 

Ieflin, Glenn and Janet, New 
Oxford, Pa. , 50 

Iigdon, Leonard and June, 
Brownsville, Md., 60 

lreider, Lloyd and Dottie, 
Lancaster, Pa., 50 

,eatherman, Howard and Erma, 
Curtice, Ohio, 50 

l!.cDowell, E. Floyd and Lois, 
Huntingdon , Pa., 55 

1!.cGolerick, John and Ruth, 
Knoxville, Md., 65 

)akes, Robert and Alice, 
Rohrersville, Md., 55 

}uarry, Alton and Madeline, 
Huntingdon, Pa. , 55 

tohr, Joseph and Wanda, 
Boonsboro, Md. , 60 

toyer, Bill and Gene, 
Westminster, Md., 65 

ihively, Joe and Annabelle, 
Churubusco, Ind. , 60 

'reece, Jim and Marjorie, 
Defiance, Ohio, 50 

Vagoner, Robert and Shirley, 
Huntingdon, Pa. , 55 

Valbridge, Gilbert and Marjorie, 
Easton, Md., 65 

Vine, Howard and Evelyn, 
Broadway, Va., 60 

Vollam, Bob and Pat, 
Continental, Ohio, 60 

(oung, Lloyd and Ruth Anna, 
Albion, Ind. , 60 

:>eaths 
UI, Ethel, 89, Palmyra, Pa. , Aug. 

14 
lrandt, Miriam, 89, Brookville, 

Ohio, May 1 
lrilhart, LeRoy, 91, Commodore, 

Pa. , July 25 
luchanan, Rachael Elizabeth, 88, 

Williamsport, Md. , July 31 
luckwalter, Ruth, 81 , Lancaster, 

Pa. , May 11 
;ooper, Nancy, 80, Woodbury, 

Pa ., Aug. 14 

;ooper, William, 92, Woodbury, 
Pa. , Aug. 21 

;rowl, Doris, 86, Keedysville, 
Md. , July 21 

;rumrine, Gale D., 79, Oakmont, 
Pa., Aug. 6 

)iehl, Miriam F. Garber, 95, 
Harrisonburg, Va., July 20 

)river, Faro! R., 86, Bluffton, 
Ohio, Aug. 22 

lsbensen, Henry, 86, La Verne, 
Calif., Aug. 23 

'asnacht, Romaine H ., 90, 
Lancaster, Pa., April 18 

'lora, Pauline, 83 , Boones Mill, 
Va ., Aug. 5 

'lory, Marjorie, 75, Hudson, Fla. , 
Jan. 9 

'osier, June, 76, Osceola, Mo., 
Aug . 20 

'rantz, Norman J. , 90, Empire, 
Calif., Aug. 26 

}aerie, 0. J. , 84, Columbia City, 
Ind., Jan. 23 

}eiger, Wayne, 86, Columbia 
City, Ind., May 12 

Gillin, Duane, 83 , Adrian, Mich ., 
Aug. 12 

Ginder, Nancy, 65 , 
Elizabethtown, Pa., Aug. 4 

Glick, John Titus, Jr. , 87, 
Broadway, Va., Sept. 5 

Good, Waldo C., 96, Ormond 
Beach, Fla., Sept. 10 

Good, William, 71 , Akron, Pa., 
Jan . 31 

Griffith, Howard Franklin, 92, 
Greenville, Ohio, Feb. 2 

Hancock, Paul, 83, Belleville, Pa., 
May 15 

Harris, Mary, 97, Knoxville, Md., 
Aug. 21 

Hart, Frank, 81, Modesto, Calif. , 
Aug. 11 

Helman, Elinor, 84, Uniontown, 

Pa., July 29 
Hess, Edwarda, 81 , Huntingdon, 

Pa., July 3 1 
Hostetler, Otho, 81 , Walkerton, 

Ind. , June 19 
Jarrels, Nancy Cline Myers, 93, 

Harrisonburg, Va., Aug. 20 
Jobe, Marian, 92, La Verne, Calif., 

May 7 
Kauffman, Emma, 97, Lititz, Pa., 

April 3 
Keller, Duain Arthur, 79, Greeley 

Hill, Calif. , Aug. 16 
Kenyon, Myrtle, 96, Lowpoint, 

!II., July 26 
Kinsel , Marjorie, 100, Brookville, 

Ohio, Dec . 31 
Kline, Elmo Isaac, 77, Broadway, 

Va ., March 20 
Knicely, Cecil Hampton, 84, 

Dayton, Va., April 4 

Knierim. Virginia, 91, Brookville, 
Ohio, Sept. 1, 2006 

Kreider, Leona, 82, Fairfield, 
Iowa , May 18 

Larkin, Viola Lee, 82, 
Harrisonburg, Va ., April 22 

Layman, Otlie Laura Crider, 80, 
Broadway, Va., March 15 

Lehman, Darrel, 43 , 
Elizabethtown, Pa., April 30 

Lewis, Marie Locke, 92, Windber, 
Pa. , June 16 

Life, Lawrence Robert, 83, 
Harrisonburg, Va., Aug. 27 

Livingston, Wilbur, 95, Huntington 
Beach, Calif., May 29 

Logan, Crystal, 93, Fort Wayne, 
ind. , March l 7 

Love, Robert, 89, Newark, Ohio, 
June 8 

Lucas, Frances Ann , 66, Stanley, 
Va ., May 1 

Lucas, Jody, 37, Inwood, W.Va., 
Aug. 18 

Ludwig, Harley N ., 89, S idney, 
Ohio, Feb. 16 

Mahanes, Willard, 82, 
Westminster, Md., Feb. 25 

Mahon, Ruth Ann, 48, 
John stown, Pa., May 21 

Malcolm, Wilma Catherine, 72, 
Winchester, Va., April 10 

Marsau, M. Joan, 84, Waterloo, 
Iowa, Aug. 14 

Martin, Aurelia Virginia, 75, 
Stanley, Va., May 22 

Martin, Leland, 79, Ephrata, Pa. , 
May 8 

Martin, Pauline, 77, Ephrata, Pa. , 
April 2 

Mast, Keith, 72, Corvallis, Ore ., 
June 26 

Mattes, Ruby J. Kniss, 82, 
Johnstown, Pa., Dec. 8 

Maust, Florence, 86, Somerset, 
Pa., June 24 

McCauley, Margaret Virginia, 73 , 
Port Republic, Va. , May 23 

McCoy, Mabel, 92, Albion, Ind., 
Sept. 7, 2006 

McMahon, Bridget, A., 20, 
Johnstown, Pa. , Aug. 13, 2006 

Messick, Albert Wilmer, 86, 
Winchester, Va., May 18 

Miller, Audrey Ritchie, 76, Baker, 
W.Va., June 19 

Miller, Edward Newhamn, 63, 
Mount Jackson, Va ., March 5 

Miller, Lowell William, 76, 
Harrisonburg, Va. , May 10 

Moses, Valda, 82 , Luray, Va. , 
March 6 

Murray, Edward L., 88, 
Knoxville, Tenn., June 19 

Myers, Mary E. , 80, Alliance, 
Ohio, April 29 

Nagy, John, 90, Yuba City, Calif., 
May 20 

Nelson, Brielle Nicole, 17, 
Harrisonburg, Va ., July 18 

Nelson, John Thomas, 96, Mount 
Morris, Ill ., June 22 

Newcomer, Leland, 86, La Verne, 
Calif. , Apr il 16 

Norton, Everett G., 83, Hartville, 
Ohio, March 14 

O'Donnell, Amanda, 25, 
Royersford, Pa. , July 14 

Ott, Edna Marie Ludwick, 88, 
Bridgewater, Va., March 30 

Peterman, Dorothy, 61, Shelocta, 
Pa., July 22 

Pfoutz, Janyce M ., 76, 
Bridgewater, Va., May 3 1 

Phenix, Gena Tenney, 97, 
Stanley, Va., May 7 

Pope, Dianna Lynn, 57, 
Brandywine, W.Va., April 27 

Powell, Barry, 48, Windber, Pa. , 
April 1 

Ridgway, Elsie, 85, Connellsville, 
Pa., July 16 

Ritchie, Clora, 82, Linville, Va., 

May 22 
Roller, Paul Isaac, 104, 

Timberville, Va., March 4 
Roberts, Donald E ., 65 , Topeka, 

Kan ., Aug. 12 
Roberts, Mel, 70, Uniontown, Pa., 

July 30 
Rock, Donald, 83 , Ephrata, Pa., 

March 3 
Rollyson, Beulah Mary, 103, 

Orange, Calif. , July 23 
Sesser, Joseph, 93, Modesto, 

Calif. , Aug. 4 

Shanks, Shirley, 70, Frederick, 
Md., May 6 

Sheffer, Treva Kathryn Fadley, 95, 
Sangerville, Va., May 2 

Shenk, Walter Nelson , Sr., 93, 
Bridgewater, Va., May 29 

Shever, Elda, 89, Kingsley, Iowa, 
Aug . 28 

Shewman, Edna Mae, 91 , Akron , 
Ind., May 6 

Shrider, Violet B., 90, North 
Manchester, Ind., July 3 1 

Sine, Gladys May, 82, Edinburg, 
Va., May 6 

Sites, John Theodore, 80, 
Petersburg, W.Va., March 8 

Skiles , Morris A., 86, Rossville, 
Ind., May 9 

Smeltzer, David L., 85, 
Harrisburg, Pa. , Aug . 5 

Smiley, Valley Virginia Phillips, 
86, Waynesboro, Va ., March 28 

Smith, Florence Marie, 88, 
Petersburg, W.Va. , June 16 

Smith, Richard Allen, 76, Falling 
Waters, W.Va., July 11 

Smith , Riley Vaden, 90, Dayton, 
Va. , March 1 

Spiker, Earl Preston, 71, 
Stephens City, Va ., March 7 

Stauffer, Lloyd B., 84, York, Pa., 
Aug. 25 

Stevens, J. Sherard, 87, Vinton, 
Va. , Aug. 20 

Stiles, LeeRay, 86, Cushing, 
Okla., May 19 

Stream, Ralph W. , 84, Frederick, 
Md., July 12 

Strickler, Bessie Mae Huffman, 
95 , Roanoke, Va ., Feb. 27 

Stutsman, Daniel Y., 80, Goshen, 
Ind. , Aug. 7 

Summers, Edna Rosy, 92, 
Broadway, Va. , March 1 

Thompson, Alice L., 78, 
Johnstown, Pa., May 27 

Thompson, E. Gerald, 83 , Seven 
Valleys, Pa. , Aug. 18 

Thorne, Conway C. 89, 
Petersburg, W.Va., April 7 

Turner, Daniel Carlton, 62, 
Shenandoah, Va ., June 14 

Tusing, Charles William, 101 , 
Timberville, Va., May 28 

Vance, Louise, 60, Franklin, 
W.Va. , July 13 

Vandcrvander, Roy Walter, 92, 
Franklin, W.Va., April 19 

VanEiken, Pansy, 96, Windber, 
Pa. , Jan . 21 

Vargo, John A. , 95, Johnstown, 
Pa., Aug . 22 

Wampler, Philip, 84, Westminster, 
Md., Jan . 16 

Wappes, May, 95, Albion , Ind., 
Oct. 27 , 2006 

Ward, Samuel Luther, 85 , 
Edinburg, Va ., May 20 

Weaver, Rae, 84, Enid, Okla. , 
May 9 

Welborn, Dorothy, 83, Troy, 
Ohio, July 26 

Whetzel, Edith Marie, 79, Milam, 
W.Va., April 13 

Wilkins, Edna Victoria, 86, 
Mathias, W.Va., March 31 

Wilkins, Zella Kohne, 62 , 
Mathias, W.Va ., April 13 

Williamson, Jan, 70, Philippi, 
W.Va., Jan. 26 

Wilson, Lula, 95, Moatsville, 
W.Va., Aug. 6 

Wine, Bromola F., 86, Broadway, 
Va. , July 23 

Wise, Neva, 81, Windber, Pa., July 6 
Young, Alvin, 91, Stanley, Va. , 

May 4 
Young, Theodore, 78, Palmyra, 

Pa ., Aug. 31 

Licensings 
Abbitt, Collin, N. Ohio Dist. (Owl 

Creek, Bellville, Ohio), Sept. 2 
Bernard, Michael A., W. Marva 

Dist. (Pine Grove, Oakland , 
Md.) , July 29 

Dehmey, Curtis, Atl. N.E . Dist. 
(Florin, Mount Joy, Pa.) , Sept. 

9 
Lewczak, Barbara W., N . Plains 

Dist. (Dallas Center, Iowa) , 
April 1 

Turpin, Brian W. , Virlina Dist. 
(Pleasant Valley, Floyd, Va.) , 
Aug. 12 

Waters, Robert G. , N. Ohio Dist. 
(Bethel, New Middletown, 
Ohio) , Aug. 19 

Ordinations 
Bowen, Jerramy D. , S. Ohio Dist. 

(West Milton, Ohio) , March 25 
Cruser, Roger S. , S. Ohio Dist. 

(Cincinnati, Ohio), Feb. 25 
Derck, Randy, Atl. N .E. Dist. 

(West Green Tree, 
Elizabethtown, Pa.), Aug. 19 

Meyerhoeffer, Kelly B., Shen. 
Dist. (Pleasant Valley, Weyers 
Cave, Va.), Aug. 19 

Placements 
Bowman, Dale E., from interim to 

pastor, Parkway, Meadows of 
Dan, Va. , May 27 

Copp, Jeffery 0., from pastor, 
Little Swatara, Bethel, Pa. , to 
pastor, Agape, Fort Wayne, 
Ind. , Aug. 12 

Derck, Randy, pastor, Plumcreek, 
Shelocta, Pa. , Sept. 1 

Hall, James A., from interim to 
pastor, Fairview, Mount Clinton, 
Harrisonburg, Va. , Sept. I 

Hamilton, Andrew S ., from pas
tor, Center, Louisville, Ohio, to 
pastor, Springfield, Akron, 
Ohio, Aug. 15 

Hott, Gerald, from pastor, Capon 
Chapel, Points, W.Va., to co

pastor, Romney, W.Va., Sept. 1 
Messler, Brian P., from associate 

pastor for discipleship & min
istry to associate pastor for 
worship & witness, Frederick, 
Md., Aug. 20 

Riley, Bobby A. , Sr. , pastor, 
Mount Joy, Buchanan, Va ., 
Aug. 28 

Smith, Alan M., from interim to 
pastor, Brownsville, Md., Aug. 12 

Stovall, Earl F., from pastor, 
Hopewell, Va., to pastor, Ridge, 
Shippensburg, Pa ., Sept. 1 

Thomas, Richard W., Sr. , pastor, 
Oak Grove South, Rocky 
Mount, Va., June 1 

Williams, Donald J. , Jr. , pastor, 
Moscow, Mount Solon, Va., 
Sept. l 

Wyman, Robert E. , from interim 
to pastor, North Webster, Ind. , 
Aug. 5 

Yoder, Ruth, from interim to pas
tor, Plymouth, Ind. , Aug. I 
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An all-consuming pursuit 
ri-:o of the more powerful events I experienced in I :he past year occurred in the space of a few 
spring days. 

The first came on a flight to Los Angeles en route to a work
camp onsite visit. Our in-flight movie was The Pursuit of 
Happyness, starring Will Smith and his real-life young son. It 
tells the story of a struggling family in San Francisco. Smith's 

character (Chris Gardner) ends up on 
the streets, as he tries desperately to 
provide for him and his son. 

The movie, based on a true story, 
does have a predictably happy end
ing. Smith perseveres and manages 
to find a new job and a new start. It's 
inspirational, but it also offers a pow
erful reminder of how many people 
are just a day or two away from 
falling off the edge. 

After landing in Los Angeles, we 
saw the movie play out again, but the 
happy ending wasn't as evident. Based 

at Bella Vista Church of the Brethren on the east side of the 
city, we spent the next two days visiting projects where youth 
would be working during the summer. 

Those projects included several on L.A.'s "Skid Row," and 
they left me speechless. Despite past visits to many large 
cities with their urban problems and a number of developing 
countries with shantytowns and crushing poverty, this still 
caught me off-guard. Hundreds and hundreds of people clus-

month. It's so named because most stores count on this sea
son to finish in "the black," with many stores ringing up at 
least half of their retail sales for the year. 

"Christmas is a school for consumerism," writes author Bill 
McKibben, quoted in the Ministry of Money newsletter. "In it 
we learn to equate delight with materialism. We celebrate the 
birth of the One who told us to give everything to the poor by 
giving each other motorized tie racks." 

A recent Associated Press article shared results of a 2006 
UCLA survey of college freshmen, in which almost three
quarters of those surveyed said being "very well -off financial
ly" was essential or very important-nearly double the num
ber who said so in 1966. It also cites a Pew Research Center 
poll in which 80 percent of American 18- to 25-year-olds 
named getting rich as a top life goal. 

As Minneapolis psychologist David Walsh observes in the 
article, "Our kids have absorbed the cultural values of more, 
easy, fast, and fun." 

The cost comes at an emotional and spiritual level. Many 
20-somethings (and others) are also reporting that they're not 
happy, and that they feel "empty." Another psychologist says 
in the same article that it's causing numerous young adults to 
hit a "quarter-life crisis." 

Meanwhile, an article in this issue reports that the typical US 
congregation member gives just about 2.5 percent of his or her 
income to the church, with less and less of that going for out
reach beyond the immediate needs of the local congregation. 

This isn't meant to quash all holiday cheer. It's good to 
remember our friends and family with thoughtful gifts and 

[

We don't need Madonna to tell us that we are ''living in a material world." 
We do, however, need Jesus to remind us frequently of our priorities and 
our ability to see those who are left behind in our consumer culture. 

tered on the streets in the skyscraper shadows of America's 
No. 2 city: How can this happen? 

Later we drove through the swanky neighborhoods of 
Beverly Hills and Bel Air, just miles away on the map but 
worlds apart. Six-figure automobiles plied the boulevards 
while an assortment of high-end stores showcased their 
wares behind sparkling plate-glass windows. 

We don't need Madonna to tell us that we are "living in a 
material world." We do, however, need Jesus to remind us 
frequently of our priorities and our ability to see those who 
are left behind in our consumer culture. 

Advertisements are already out for the Christmas shopping 
season, officially kicking off with "Black Friday" later this 

cards. Perhaps, though, the issue is weighing on my mind 
more this fall as several friends began a year in Brethren 
Volunteer Service, giving some of their life to help others
people like Smith's character and the real-life residents of 
Skid Row-while living simply themselves. 

Maybe we could start by looking at whether we're giving out of 
love or out of obligation, and whether our spending has spiraled 
out of control. A starting place might be pledging to give at least 
as much to charitable causes as we spend on our own Christmas 
gift-giving. Some organizations even offer alternative gifts, in 
which a gift for those in need can be given in someone's honor. 

It might be a step toward pursuing true happiness rather 
than "pursuit of the wind" (Ecc. 2:11 Darby).-Ed. li! 

COMING IN DECEMBER: Churches on the frontier, Why is history important?, peace reflections, 
Bible study on Zephaniah and Haggai, review of The Nativity Story, and more. 
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NEW DIRECTIONS 
These institutions share a common heritage with the Church of the Brethren. 

Diverse in location, size, and offerings within their academic and extra-curricular 
programs, each offers a world of educational value and opportunity to its students. 

To find out more about the exciting direction in which these institutions can lead, 
visit the websites listed below. 

Bridgewater College 
Bridgewater, Virginia 

www.bridgewater.edu 

Elizabethtown College 
Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania 

www.etown.edu 

Juniata College 
Huntingdon, Pennsylvania 

www.jun iata.edu 

University of La Verne 
La Verne, California 

www.ulv.edu 

Manchester College 
North Manchester, Indiana 

www. ma nchester.ed u 

McPherson College 
McPherson, Kansas 

www.mcpherson.edu 

Bethany Theological 
Seminary 

Richmond, Indiana 
www.bethanyseminary.edu 

BCA 
Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania 

www.bcaabroad.org 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN HIGHER EDUCATION 
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