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Already the first black woman to be ordained in the Church of
the Brethren, Belita Mitchell is now the denomination's first
black woman moderator. Many steps have led her along the
journey to her current calling. From rural Illinois to California
to Pennsylvania, God kept stirring her to new things.

David Leiter calls Joel, the second of the "Minor Prophets,"
an "enigmatic" book. Little is known about this three-chapter book or its author, who offers a mixed message of judgment and hope.
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Eugene F. Roop retires at the end of this month after 15
years at the helm of Bethany Theological Seminary. He has
overseen a time of great transition at the school, one that
he hopes has left it on a better footing for the futare.

Annual Conference heads for Cleveland, Ohio, June 30 to
July 4. In the city known for the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame,
delegates will find a gathering packed with worship, diversity, and a very full and meaty business agenda.

16 Side-by-side in Nigeria
For more than 20 years now, annual workcamps have been
traveling to Nigeria, home to the world's largest Church of
the Brethren group. Many buildings have been constructed
during those decades, but those aren't the most important
things that have been built.
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HOW TO REACH US

T

he weeks leading up to high school graduation are bursting with activities, as if the calendar suddenly realized the shortage of time and
went into overdrive. There are an impossible number of exams, projects,
papers, concerts, sporting events, senior activities, dinners, recognitions-final
moments in the scholastic lives of weary seniors. Something important is com ing to an end, and they can't wait.
It's not the ending that's so important, of course. The whole point is the
beginning. That's why they call it "commencement."
Church is a little like that. It's a place from which we commence.
Or at least it should be. When a woman told me she was searching for a
different congregation, I asked what she was looking for. "To be comfortable,"
she said emphatically. Part of me recognized that desire,
and the other part of me wanted to ask, "Then why be a
Christian?"
It's tempting to want church to be a padded pew
shared with people who think and act like us, where our
life-long opinions are confirmed and not too much heavy
lifting is required. But joining the church is not the end of
a decision-making process; it's the beginning.
"Church is not a stopping place but a starting place,"
writes Barbara Brown Taylor in Leaving Church.
This year's Annual Conference business agenda brings
the possibility of some endings and some beginnings.
As has been our practice for many years, we will gather to discern together
which possibilities to pursue. The institution of Annual Conference may seem to
some like a bureaucratic distraction, or a social get-together, or an unnecessary
expense. At its best, however, it is this church declaring that we believe God is
present in the gathered community in a unique way and that we therefore commit to being uncomfortable together. We are saying that individually we don't
have all the answers and are willing to learn from each other. We are saying that
we are a pilgrim people who will leave home in order to seek new light together
and be open to God's guidance for this day.
Taylor pushes further: "What if church felt more like a way station than a
destination? What if the church's job were to move people out the door instead
of trying to keep them in?"
Let's get going! It's time for commencement. See you on the way.
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CONGREGATIONCLOSE-UP

Q THE DENOMINATION

This cupboard isn't bare

:)

2

Palmyra's food pantry ministry blossoms

ic:s:

It began so small: Four-plus years ago Sunday school teachers at Palmyra (Pa.)
Church of the Brethren wanted their primary-age students to learn about the connection between faith and service. They started the "caring cupboard," a cabinet in the
room that children and others helped to keep stocked with supplies for people in
need who came to the church.
It gradually grew from one cabinet to six
or seven, plus a few refrigerators and a
freezer. Soon it outgrew the children's
classroom all together. Other area churches learned of the service and began to
send people there, as well. In return, those
churches asked how they could help.
By spring 2005, it came to the 11-member Palmyra Area Cooperating Churches,
who helped locate a property where the
service could expand. They found a former
Royer's flower shop that the owner offered
to them at a very generous price. And so a
new storefront appeared in Palmyra, still
named "The Caring Cupboard."
Terry Baker, a member of Palmyra
Church of the Brethren and director of
The Caring Cupboard, says the program
now serves 235 families, or about 600
individuals in all. Twenty-three churches
are now involved. "And that list keeps
growing," Baker says. "It's been neat."
He says the number of clients
increased substantially when the program moved out of a church building. Their
most frequent clients, Baker says, are families of working poor. "They make enough
to live on as long as nothing happens," he says.
Donations-both cash and food or other supplies-come in frequently, and some
20 businesses regularly make contributions. An elementary school food drive netted
more than 1,300 cans of food. About 60 volunteers help out the all-volunteer effort.
"It's really captivated the heart of the community," says Dennis Lohr, Palmyra's
pastor of Christian nurture.
Big dreams continue for the future, from hiring a part-time social worker to building a demonstration kitchen to adding showers and other facilities.- Walt Wiltschek
Do you have district or congregational stories that might be of interest to MESSENGER? Send
them to MESSENGER, c/o In Touch, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or
messenger@brethren.org.

BYTHENUMBERS

The number of the Brethren
Volunteer Service unit that will
begin orientation July 22 in New
Windsor, Md. BVS, which began in
1948, currently offers five orientation units per year.

Northeast Maitland (Lewistown, Pa .)
Church of the Brethren's "B" Team took
fi rst place in this year's Middle
Pennsylvania District youth volleyball
tournament. More than 450 people representing 21 congregations participated .
... A third annual "Spring Thaw Bike
Tour" April 21 in Atlantic Northeast
District benefited the Brethren Housing
Association in Harrisburg, Pa .. .. MidAtlantic is holding a district men's
retreat titled "Sharing the Living Water"
June 15-16 in New Windsor, Md .

Southeast His Way Fellowship (Mills
River, N.C.) marked its first Sunday in a
new, larger facility May 13 after outgrowing its previous facility... . A 5.19acre tract has been purchased in
Bedford County, Va., for the site of the
new Lake Side Church of the Brethren.
The group has been meeting in a
Catholic church since beginning in
March .... A new church development
retreat called "Creating Peacemaking
Congregations" was he ld May 18-19 in
Natural Bridge, Va., led by Jack L. Eades.

Midwest More than 100 people representing 28 Northern Ohio congregations
attended an April 21 "Springs of Living
Water" church renewal initiative kickoff.
... Illinois/Wisconsin District held a workday April 28 at Douglas Park Church of
the Brethren in Chicago. Work included
plastering, carpentry, plumbing, electrical
work, pa inting, and cleaning up the
church property. ... Beacon Heights
Church of the Brethren (Fort Wayne, Ind.)
put together a March 24 event to raise
awareness of the situation in
Afghanistan.
Ozarks/Plains Forty-three women
from eight congregations attended the
Missouri/Arkansas District women's
retreat March 30-31, hosted by the Peace
Valley (Mo.) women's fellowship . ...
Northern Plains District held its district
board meeting "on the road" in May,
traveling by bus to congregations in the
district's far northwestern reaches of
North Dakota and Montana .... Western
Plains is in the third and final year of a
covenant process with congregations,
aiming at transformation.
West Idaho's Mountain View congregation in Boise celebrated in April with
seven new baptisms . . .. The annual
Camp Peaceful Pines fundraising dinner
was held May 5 at Modesto (Calif.)
Church of the Brethren .... A class on
"Church of the Brethren Polity and
Practice" was offered March 16-19 in
Bakersfield, Calif... . A dessert auction to
benefit Camp Koinonia was scheduled
for June 3 at Olympic View Church of
the Brethren in Seattle.
Messenger June 2007

York Center congregation sets
goal to reduce CO2 emissions
York Center Church of the Brethren,
Lombard, 111., at a recent congregational
meeting declared its commitment to face
the challenge of impending global climate
change. It set a goal of reducing carbon
dioxide (CO 2 ) emissions produced by the
church and its activities by 80 percent by
2050. CO 2 is the "greenhouse gas" that is
thought to be a leading cause for the
changes in global climate.
The stated goal is consistent with what
York Center sees as part of its mission to
address social justice issues. It is the
church's expectation that setting a quantitative goal will also provide the framework for open discussion with the community on the need for change and how
it can be equitably achieved.
To achieve its goal, the church intents to
first develop a baseline inventory of current emissions, define steps that can be
taken to reduce the emissions, and then
set out a timeline for implementation.
Annual updates to the emission estimate
will indicate if the goal is being achieved.
A preliminary estimate is that the church
building and related activities generate
185,000 pounds of CO 2 emissions annually. Of this amount approximately 50 percent is from the heating unit, 25 percent
from electrical energy use, and 25 percent
from driving for participation in church
activities. Reducing these emissions by 80
percent will be a significant challenge.
Some actions, such as replacing incandescent light bulbs with fluorescent
bulbs, identifying major building heat

losses, and planting more trees on its
property to provide shade and absorb
CO 2 , will begin immediately. Deeper cuts
in fuel use for heating will require consideration of the installation of a higherefficiency furnace, solar hot water heating, and building renovation to further
reduce heat loss and increase passive
solar heating.-Loren Habegger

Gulf Coast disaster response
provides a strong witness
The disaster response work occurring
along the Gulf Coast, where four Church of
the Brethren projects have been operating,
has made an impact. One recent e-mail
from Adam Allen of Slidell, La., expressed
deep thanks for the Brethren efforts:
"I am living in Louisiana. We were severely impacted by Katrina and are receiving
amazing help from a group of Brethren
from all over the country. I am touched by
their service, concern, and compassion.
"After feeling so helpless for such a
long time, and seeing these people come
from out of nowhere to do the impossible
to rebuild the homes and lives of my family, I am simply left speechless by what
has happened. I am a Southern Baptist
and have been a follower of Christ for
five years. Nowhere have I seen such
compassion and sacrifice.
"The Brethren that I have met truly are
amazing representatives of Christ and
stand as the salt of the earth. I love the
COB's message of service, compassion,
and fellowship. I love the message of living
a simple, humble, and happy life. I can't
see things any other way. I regret that there
are no COB churches where I live.
"All I can say is thanks for the help that

we are receiving from your church. This has
answered years of daily prayers and lifted a
terrible burden from my shoulders."

Love boomerangs for one
Pennsylvania congregation
As Vietnam refugees were fleeing for their
lives after the fall of Saigon in 1975,
Mechanic Grove Church of the Brethren
(Quarryville, Va.) did a "fleece test." If God
wanted the congregation- which had
already welcomed a family of six and
another individual from Vietnam- to take in
an additional family of 10, would the congregation raise $1,500 within a few days?
By 11 a.m. the next Monday morning,
an hour before the deadline set, members had responded with $1,100. At
11 :45, Clayton Kreider, a farmer in the
church, walked into the pastor's office
with a mischievous grin and asked,
"How much money do you have to
sponsor this Vietnamese family?"
On hearing the total, he stood there for
a moment and then said, "I'll give the
$400 to make it $1,500."
Mechanic Grove met Due and Thoa
Tran and their seven sons and one
daughter a week later at the Philadelphia
airport. They were resettled and, after
living in the Lancaster, Pa., area for 11
years, they moved to Philadelphia,
where they continued to prosper with
gainful employment and success.
This past fall, John Tran, the second
youngest son, showed up one morning
at Mechanic Grove. He handed a check
of exactly $1,500 to pastor James Rhen
and said "thanks" to the church for
sponsoring them when they were in
such desperate need.-Earl K. Ziegler
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TRAVEL WITH TOURMAGINATION
TO EXPLORE THE WORLD
2007TOURS

TULIP TIME CRUISE in HOLLAND and BELGIUM (April
5-13)

SPECTACULAR SCANDINAVIA and its FJORDS
(June 15-29)

MOSCOW and SIBERIA (May 24 - June 4)
ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 9-21)
ENGLAND, SCOTLAND and WALES (June 25 - July 7)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE (July 7-22)

EUROPEAN HERITAGE (July 10-25)
RUSSIA and UKRAINE (July 27 - August l 0)
LANDS of the BIBLE (September 26 - October 8)
SCENIC RHINE RIVER CRUISE (Oct. 13-21)
BEHIND THE VEIL - EXPERIENCING EGYPT
(Nov. 12-24 - with MEDA)

CHINA and a YANGTZE RIVER CRUISE (October 8-21)

2009 & 2010 TOURS
CHECK OUR WEB SITE

2008TOURS
AN ANTARCTIC EXPERIENCE (January 2-14)
VIETNAM (January 18 - February 4)
AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND (February 1-21)
LEARNING ABOUT MENNONITES in PUERTO RICO
and a SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE
(February 27 - Morch 8)
MEXICO (February 29 - Morch 9)
EXPERIENCE SOUTH AMERICA (Morch 28 - April 11 )

"Building bridges among Mennonites and other Christians
around the world through custom-designed travel. "

CALL 1-800-565-0451
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR
E-MAIL: office@tourmagination.com
WEB: www.tourmagination.com
9 Willow Street, Woterloo, ON N2J lV6 Conado

Reg. #500 14322

l 01 l Cothill Rood, Sellersville, PA l 8960-1315 USA
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Making connections
A
s a 23-year-old, I lead a transient life. I graduated
from college last year, I'm in Brethren Volunteer
Service (BVS) this year, and next year . .. who knows?
I w ish I did.
The one solid link that helps me feel grounded is e-mail. I
can't hold it in my hands, but I hold the words that pass
between me and my loved ones dear
to my heart. At a stage in life where
the possibilities are so endless it's
easy to get lost in them, e-mail is my
way of forming a community.
Wherever I am and whatever I'm
doing, I find a computer with Internet
access. As I sit before the screen, I
create conversations with friends who
live across oceans, and sometimes
even in the next room.
So a reflection on my life- as a 23
year-old, as a BVSer- may be best
expressed through an e-mail conversation. What follows is
my fictiona lization of real e-mails. Maybe, hopefully, other
people can read themselves in these words.

tired of doing and being what everyone wants me to do and
be. I'm tired of playing it safe. I want to do my own thing for
my own reasons, so that when I look back I can think, "Yes, it
was mine and I lived it!" Yet I'm terrified.
Her: Sometimes I feel like it takes too much effort to walk
the path less traveled. We talk and talk and talk-we want to
change the world, we want to live another way-but we do
nothing. I need to live some kind of normal, non-volunteering
existence for awhile. I'm not sure "normal" even exists, and if
I found it I'd probably still be unsatisfied. Ugh. I hope your
frame of mind is better than mine.

Him: Are you at all concerned that you're not saving money?
I make $3,000 a month, and it still doesn't feel like enough.
Me: I've learned about necessities and priorities-what I
want versus what I actually need. I've learned about entertaining myself at home. I've learned about the library's free
resources. I've learned that, in most cases, generic brands are
just as good as brand names. I've learned that I can even
manage to save some money, which means that one day
when I make "real" money, I will be able to budget extraordinarily! I've learned that I can go without.

Me: I saw myself in the mirror yesterday before work-office
attire, coffee mug in hand- and I thought: "Whoa, I'm an
adult!" When did that happen? And how is it that I live in
Illinois?!
Him: I didn't move to some magical snow-clad land called
Illinois, but I do live in a not-so-magical place where I know

Me: Being back with my college friends for the first time
since graduation, I started to see the changes in myself. I
ended a relationship that would have almost surely resulted
in marriage had it continued. I moved to a new state on short
notice. And I gave
up a job and money
E-mail is my way of forming a community . .. As I sit before
to volunteer for a
year. All of these
the screen, I create conversations with friends who live
things have been triacross oceans, and sometimes even in the next room.
als, and I've struggled, and through it
hardly anyone, put on my business attire every day, and preI'm finding out what I'm made of. I guess the main way I've
tend to be grown up. Emphasis on "pretend." Was it worth it
changed might be how I approach relationships. I put a very
for you to be in BVS far away?
high value on people with whom I can be my true self-peoMe: I don't know how to determine if it was "worth it" to
ple I can laugh with, cry with, argue with, and hug any time.
leave behind friends and family. There are moments when I
Her: If we don't have a community of people wi~h whom
talk with my grandmother and I miss her so intensely I queswe can commiserate and hope with, do we just go crazy?
tion why I'm not near her. And at other moments, I stand in
Yes, I think we do. I'm thankful every day for the connections
my kitchen with my housemates as we cook or I put something up on my wall in my bedroom, and I have a feeling of
I've made-through church, through school, and now espepeace. To me, living in community with people who are as
cially through BVS. My existence may feel transitory, but my
dedicated as you toward making a difference is more fulfilling
community, thanks to the Internet, is stable. And that's
than living in an apartment alone, even if it's close to family.
enough to get me through each (underpaid) day. li!

Me: All I want to know is: How do I live a life of consciousness in today's world? And what does that even mean? I'm
Messenger June 2007

Amy Rhodes is a Breth ren Vol unteer Service w orker, serving as a w orkcamp coordinator in the Genera l Boa rd's Youth/Young Adult Ministries offi ce . She is a m ember of
Central Chu rch of the Brethren in Roanoke, Va.
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''We're called to
bring the gospel to
the world, in
places where we're
comfortable and
places where we're
not.''

-Bethany Theological Seminary academic dean

Stephen Breck Reid. in a report on the seminary

"I suppose one of my greatest frustrations in
six years as presiding bishop is, it just feels
like we haven't been able to turn around
what I think is a deep ambivalence and
resistance in this church to being what we
claim in our name, and that's evangelical."
-Evangelical Lutheran Church of America Presiding Bishop
Mark Hanson, announcing a campaign to distribute $10,000 to
each of the denomination's 65 synods to use for evangelism.
He was quoted by the ELCA News Service. (RNS)

"The genocide in Darfur must be
condemned without reservation. To
withhold condemnation is to support by
complicity and to condone the injustice
being perpetrated."
-from a February statement by the United Nations Sub-Committee for
the Elimination of Racism, Xenophobia, and Related Intolerance of the

CULTUREVIEW
• Concrete plans to mobilize
churches around the world for
peace have been approved by the
World Council of Churches (WCC)
executive committee. The initiative
will culminate with an
International Ecumenical
Peace Convocation to be held in
early May 2011 and an Ecumenical
Declaration on Just Peace. Part of
the approved plan is for some 50
ecumenical "living letters" teams
to visit churches facing situations
of violence between 2007 and
2011. Tentative dates for the convocation are May 4-11, 2011, in a
venue to be decided on this fall. Its
motto will be "Glory to God and
peace on earth." The convocation
will mark the end of the WCC's
Decade to Overcome Violence.
• The Coalition of lmmokalee
Workers, McDonald's, and its suppliers gathered at the Carter Center
in Atlanta in April to announce an
agreement that guarantees: a
penny more per pound to workers
harvesting tomatoes for
McDonald's; a stronger code of
conduct based on the principle of
worker participation; and a collaborative effort to develop a third-party
mechanism for monitoring conditions in the fields and investigating
workers' complaints of abuse.
• Habitat for Humanity is closing in on its initial 1,000-house

goal to help low-income families
displaced by Hurricane Katrina.
More than 700 homes had been
built or were under construction by
the end of the winter season, with
plans to meet the organization's
goal of having its first 1,000 houses completed or under construetion by mid-summer. Habitat plans
to continue building once the first
1,000 homes are completed.
• More than 1,000 international
human rights advocates and faith
leaders, including the Brethren
Witness/Washington Office, met
March 9-12 in Washington, D.C., for
the fifth annual Ecumenical
Advocacy Days for Global Peace
with Justice Conference. This year's
conference, themed "And How Are
the Children," included workshops,
advocacy trainings, and a day of
lobbying lawmakers to press for
greater US support for the world's
most vulnerable young people.
• Dr. Bruce Metzger, a scholar
"pre-eminent in his field of
Biblical translation, study, and
teaching," according to a
National Council of Churches
release, died Feb. 13. He
was 93. Metzger was a
member of the Revised
Standard Version
(RSV) translation
team and general
editor of the NRSV.

International NGO Committee on Human Rights. Church of the Brethren
member Doris Abdullah is a member of the sub-committee.

"We have a notion about what church is
that has bound us, and that's a mistake."
-Church of the Brethren General Board chair Jeff Neuman-Lee

"It is much easier to be a seminary
professor than a church planter!"
- Brazil mission co-director Marcos lnhauser, reflecting on the challenges
of beginning a new Church of the Brethren in Brazil. lnhauser previously
taught at a theological school in that nation.

JUST FOR FUN: MAKE A MATCH
BUCKEYE BONANZA. Annual Conference heads to Ohio late this
month, when Brethren meet June 30-July 4 in Cleveland. See how well
you know your Ohio cities by matching the city name with the correct fact
(answers below):
1. Akron
2. At.hens
3. Cleveland
4. Columbus
5. Cincinnati
6. Dayton

"There was a great saint who said God was
evident when bishops are silent."
-Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams, leader of the worldwide

Anglican Communion, speaking during a Tanzania meeting of Anglican
leaders. He was quoted by The New York Times. (RNS)

7. Sandusky
8. Toledo
9. Zanesville

a. Ohio's largest city
b. Mud Hens baseball team plays here
c. Wright Brothers were from this city
d. Corporate headquarters of Goodyear
Tire & Rubber
e. Noted for its unique Y-shaped bridge
f. Nicknamed "The Queen City"
g. Home of Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
h. Ohio University is located here
i. Location of Cedar Point amusement park
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Breaking
Denomination's first black female moderator
wants Conference immersed in prayer
by Walt Wiltschek

0

n one particular late March afternoon, a
spiral-bound collection of writings on Belita
Mitchell's office desk stood open to a quote by poet
Maya Angelou: "There is something gracious and
graceful about serving."
It seems an appropriate line for Mitchell, who serves
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as pastor of an inner-city Church of the Brethren congregation in Harrisburg, Pa., and this year as moderator of the denomination. In those roles, servant leadership is a daily part of her life.
But even more than the words, the author seems an
appropriate choice, too. Angelou was a groundbreaker,
becoming the first black female director in Hollywood
and a Pulitzer Prize-winning author. Mitchell has been
a groundbreaker of sorts, too, as the first black woman
to be ordained in the Church of the Brethren and the
first to be called as moderator.
She accepts that honor with mixed feelings,
though. On one hand, Mitchell says she is glad to
see that landmark reached; but on the other she
wonders, why has it taken so long?
"I hope it won't take another 40 to 50 years
for another person like me to come along,"
she says.
Mitchell has made themes of diversity a
cornerstone of her year as moderator, particularly in regards to building a more
cross-cultural and ethnically rich church.
She acknowledges that issues of race and
inclusion can be complex and difficult ones,
finding ways to appreciate difference without dwelling on it.
Then again, she observes that even people
who marry into the church or enter in other
ways can feel like they're outsiders if they're not
long-time Brethren, regardless of race.
"It's just part of the culture," Mitchell says. "I
hope that as we have more underrepresented ethnic groups and cultures making decisions to be
Brethren, that if we connect with them that might be
a starting point."

OUT OF ILLINOIS
Mitchell knows about coming into the church
from outside. Both she and her husband,
Don, grew up in other traditions.
Her early years were spent as a native of the
rural Illinois prairie not far from Carbondale,
where the Brethren held Annual Conference in
1984. She split her growing-up years between
there and Detroit after her parents separated.
Much of her time was spent with her maternal
grandparents, where she confesses she was "spoiled rotten" as the first grandchild on that side of the family.
She says she grew up "around church" and typically went
wherever her friends were attending, eventually coming to
Christ in the African Methodist Episcopal Church.
Mitchell worked hard and received a full scholarship to
Southern Illinois University, and she began taking summer classes there immediately after graduating high
school. "I wanted to have a heads-up on the rest of the
freshman class!" she says.
She set out as a future English teacher, shifted to a business major, and continued to flip-flop between the two for
a time. Her degree, ultimately, carried a major in English
and minor in French.
The greatest threat to her academic career, though, was
not indecision but distraction. A guidance counselor
called her in one day after her grades "took a nosedive,"
she says. The reason: She had met a young Baptist man
named Don on campus and fallen in love.
Her grades eventually recovered, but her heart never
did. She and Don were married and moved to Don's
hometown of Chicago, where she took a job doing public
aid casework and considered going for a master's in
social work. She was still struggling, though, with "what I
wanted to be when I grew up."
She later looked at counseling in a marriage and family
practice setting, but by that time they had already started a
family of their own, and she chose to focus her time there.
(That family grew to three children-including a son who
died in 2002, along with a stepchild from Don's previous marriage, and four grandchildren-one of whom Belita and Don
Mitchell are now raising in their Mechanicsburg, Pa., home.)
Don, meanwhile, was working in insurance underwriting
and did well at it. In 1972, three years out of college, the
offer came for a promotion with a transfer to southern
California. The Mitchel ls were about to move west.

CALIFORNIA DREAMING
That move "was a real upheaval," Belita Mitchell says.
"My plans had to shift completely."
Many caseworker jobs in California were being
eliminated at the time, so the market for her profession
wasn't good. "I ended up taking whatever employment
I could find to get a foot in the door," she says.
She took a job as a receptionist with a packaging company and eventually worked her way up to a sales executive position over the course of a 30-year career. But 15 to
20 years into that career, "I began to get these stirrings,
nudgings," she says. "There was something else I was
supposed to be doing. That was scary."
That "something else" proved to be closely tied to her
church. Shortly after moving to California, the Mitchells
had begun attending Imperial Heights Church of the
Brethren, on the south side of Los Angeles. Since they
didn't have any strong church ties in their family, they
went to the one place they had a connection: Don's aunt
was the organist at Imperial Heights. "We enjoyed the
people," Don Mitchell says, "and that's where we stayed."
Belita Mitchell says she was always more of "a participant
rather than a spectator, so they became actively involved in
the congregation. She and Don took over responsibilities for
a youth choir, which grew into a whole youth organization
in the church. She was called as nurture chair and board
chair at the church, and soon became involved in Pacific
Southwest District and ecumenical roles, as well.
In the midst of that, those stirrings came. It wasn't
something that hit all at once, she says, but this repeated
sense of some "unfinished business." She would receive
various invitations to offer prayers or share for a few minutes, and several people made remarks to her about seeing gifts for ministry. "I knew it had to be something pretty significant," she says.
The final straw came when she was at the denomina-

Sonja Griffith,
left, chats with
Belita Mitchell
and Naperville
(Ill.) pastor
Dennis Webb at
Bethany
Theological
Seminary
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JOURNEY TO NIGERIA
A highlight of Belita Mitchell's year as Annual
Conference moderator came Feb. 26-March 9, when
she and her husband, Don, traveled to Nigeria with
Merv Keeney, executive director of the General
Board's Global Mission Partnerships, visiting numerous sites of Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EVN-the
Church of the Brethren in Nigeria).
"We were warmly welcomed as sisters and brothers in Christ and as members of their mother
church," Belita Mitchell said. She described as "humbling" EYN's veneration of the Church of the Brethren
in the US, and the early Brethren missionaries to
Nigeria, as well as the Nigerian church's deep appreciation for continuing relationship with US Brethren.
She noted many ways the US church can learn
from the Nigerian church in the areas of church
growth and ministry planning . She found "stunning"
the number of ministries that have continued to grow
and evolve from the beginnings established by the
Brethren missionaries.
At the EVN headquarters in Mubi and at the
Theological College of Northern Nigeria (TCNN) in
Bukuru, she challenged the Nigerian church to consider ordaining women as pastors. EVN leaders
responded with openness to her message, she said.
It was Mitchell's first visit to Nigeria, and to Africa.
"Every person of color I know who has traveled to
Africa has said that the experience has been lifechanging," she said. "I echo that sentiment. I would
expect the impact of the connections made with
African brothers and sisters to strengthen and

grow."-Janis Pyle
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Belita Mitchell,
right, visits with
EYN president
Filibus Gwama
in Nigeria .

tional offices in Elgin, 111., working
with the Black Advisory
Committee. The group attended a
General Board meeting as guests,
and Mitchell addressed the board
on behalf of the committee. When
a staff member approached her
afterwards and made the same
comment about seeing ministry
gifts, she knew it was time .
"Finally I decided I'd better say
something to somebody," she
says. She talked to a leader in her
church and to her district execu tive, lrven Stern, who affirmed her
direction. She decided to become a lay speaker and pursue a three-year reading program for ministry training .
Before she could even officially be commissioned as a
lay speaker, she had her first opportunity to do a sermon
at Imperial Heights. She knew literature, and she knew
how to write essays, so she opened her first sermon
with the "To be or not to be" soliloquy from
Shakespeare's Hamlet, moving from there into Paul's call
to transformation in Romans 12.
"From the moment I stepped up beh ind the pulpit and
opened my mouth, I recognized a dynamic taking place
that was greater than me," Mitchell says. "To this day,
every time I step up there I have that same sense of awe."
The awe also convinced her that she was being called
to more than just being a lay speaker.
Don Mitchell remembers seeing his wife experience
that call. "She came to me and said, 'You know, I'd like
to be licensed,' " he says. "She took it to another level."

NEW FRONTIERS
She went through the licensing process and graduated
from the Training in Ministry (TRIM) program, taking classes at Fuller Theological Seminary and a local, predominantly African-American Church of God in Christ school.
Continuing in her full-time job at the packaging company, she added on a call to serve as associate pastor at
Imperial Heights during the 1990s.
"I was able to carry a heavy load and still get through
it ," Belita Mitchell says. "Life happened in some very
significant ways."
While at Fuller, she met Thomas Dowdy, who later
became senior pastor at Imperial Heights. Like others previously, Dowdy quickly saw Mitchell's gifts coming out.
"One of the things I have recognized with Belita is that
when she has her mind fixed on something, she goes
after it, and nothing will stand in her way,'' Dowdy says.

~
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That drive at first scared him off from being in the same
study group with her at Fuller, but he says he has come
to see it as "a great asset" over time.
"She stays focused and determined to get something
done," he says. "The denomination can benefit from it
as well." He also praised her ability to build connections,
and the importance she puts on family.
Likewise, her husband called her "a no-nonsense person"
who excels at vision and gifts discernment. "Belita is determined, she's dedicated, and she perseveres," Don Mitchell
says. "She encourages, and more than that, she empowers.
And she desires to do the Lord's work. She always puts
God and prayer up there before moving in any direction."
As Mitchell's connections and profile grew around the
denomination, she prayed for more time to devote to
ministry. That opportunity came when her company
began layoffs and offered her a generous severance
package to take retirement.
Still, she wondered if there would be a place for her in
the Church of the Brethren, as a female minority who
didn't grow up in the church. She considered pursuing
ordination with American Baptist Churches USA. And
then came a call from Harrisburg (Pa.) First Church of the
Brethren, all the way across the country, for her to come
and be its pastor.
Mitchell had promised God to "go wherever it is you
want me to go, " and so she and her family went. She
took a six-month "period of sabbath" between pastorates, beginning at Harrisburg in October 2003. She
was ordained Oct. 5 to start her new call.
Mitchell had portrayed Mattie Dolby, a black Brethren
woman who preached in the early 1900s, in vignettes at
the 1995 Annual Conference. Dolby became a minister
but was never ordained, so Mitchell considered her landmark ordination a tribute to Dolby's legacy.
And at home, she and her family found a warm welcome in Pennsylvania, too.
"When we moved here from California, I never expected to meet so many genuine friends who are concerned
about you and your family," says Don Mitchell, who last
year accepted a call as director of church development
for Atlantic Northeast District. "I've been renewed coming here. It's been a marvelous journey.'

MAKINGS OF A MODERATOR
Soon after that transition, the denomination came calling
again. Twice before, Belita Mitchell had been asked to
submit her name as moderator-elect of the church. Twice
she had refused, saying the time didn't feel right.
This time, after more prayer and the affirmation of the
congregation, she agreed. Mitchell was called as moder-

ator-elect by delegates at the 2005 Annual Conference in
Peoria, 111., and began her term as moderator last summer. The past year has been spent traveling around the
church even more than usual, including a trip to the
Brethren in Nigeria (see sidebar) .
Don Mitchell says he's enjoyed that adventure.
"Doing urban peace tours and being part of the Pacific
Southwest District board, I had traveled around the
denomination a lot, but this past year has been one that
has just usurped everything that's occurred in the past,"
he says. "It's been wonderful."
Now, looking ahead to the big meeting she'll moderate
June 30-July 4 in Cleveland, Ohio, Belita Mitchell says

Annual Conference moderator Belita Mitchell, left, dances with On
Earth Peace board member Dena Lee during a rousing rendition of
the song, "The Jesus in Me Loves the Jesus in You," at this year's
Cross-Cultural Consultation and Celebration.

she's excited about the "coming together."
"We're praying for 4,000 registrants. Every single one that
comes I'll be glad to see," Mitchell says. "When we can sit
eyeball-to-eyeball, breathing the same air, that's invaluable."
And a word of advice for anyone who is planning to
come: You had better come "prayed up." Mitchell has
made that a constant theme during her time as moderator.
"If people take the challenge to come prayed up, it's
going to be exciting," she says. "We'll get through the
business without a lot of contention and with a sense of
ease .... We're going to leave Cleveland like we've actually experienced the power of God in our midst. That's
what I'm expecting. That's what I'm praying for."
A Conference like that? It might be truly
groundbreaking. li!
Walt Wiltsche k is editor of MESSENGER. He interviewed Belita Mitchell in
Harrisburg in March.
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A preview of Annual Conference 2007 in Cleveland

T..

by Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford
221st ,eco,ded annual meet-

ing of the Church of the Brethren is
set for June 30-July 4 in Cleveland,
Ohio, on the shore of Lake Erie.
The schedu le will include daily worship
services, business sessions, insight sessions, meal events, concerts, a blood
drive, a 5K run/walk fitness challenge, a
quilt auction, activities for ch ildren and
youth, and more.
Main events w ill be held at the
Cleveland Convention Center, with worship and business in the Public
Auditorium and exhibits and booths in
Exhibit Hall B. Meal events and insight
sessions will take place at the convention
center, the Crowne Plaza Cleveland-City

Centre Hotel, and the Cleveland
Downtown Marriott at Key Center Hotel.
Onsite registration is $100 for nondelegates, with discounts for one-day and
weekend registrations and those age 12-21
(children under 12 are free). A discount will
be offered to groups of 25 or more coming
for the weekend; contact the Annual
Conference director for details. There is no
charge to attend worship services only.
Additional fees are charged for child care
and children's and youth activities.
Leadership
Belita D. Mitchell, pastor of First Church
of the Brethren in Harrisburg, Pa., will
moderate the Conference (see profile fea-

PRE-CONFERENCE EVENTS
• The Church of the Brethren Ministers' Association conference takes place June 29-30 in Cleveland. Keynote presenter is
L. Gregory Jones, dean of Duke Divinity School. The theme is
"Excellence in Ministry." For more information, see the Annual
Conference information packet at www.brethren.org/ac, or contact Tim Sollenberger Morphew, Bethany Church of the
Brethren, PO Box 52, New Paris, IN 46553-0052.
• "Exploring Consensus Decision-Making," a workshop
sponsored by On Earth Peace, will be held June 30, 1:30-4:30
p.m. Presenters are Annie Clark, coordinator of Ministry of
Reconciliation, and Carol Mason, coordinator of General Board
Congregational Life Teams, Area 3. There is no charge. A continuing education credit of .3 is available. Pre-registration is
recommended; send name, contact information, and number
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ture, beg inning on p. 8). Moderator-elect
is Jim Beckwith, pastor of Annville (Pa.)
Church of the Brethren.
The Program and Arrangements Committee serves as the planning team and includes
Mitchell, Beckwith, secretary Fred W. Swartz,
treasurer Judy E. Keyser, Kristi Kellerman,
Scott L. Duffey, Joanna Willoughby, and
executive director Lerry Fogle.
Theme
The 2007 theme, "Proclaim the Power of
God," is taken from Psalms 68:34-35.
"Proclaim God's power to guide us in
effective evangelistic outreach, to equip
us for intercultural inclusion, to lead us in
developing cross-congregational relation -

of participants to aclark_oepa@brethren.org by June 15.
• The Church of the Brethren Credit Union open house
and members' meeting is 2 p.m. June 30. The event includes
door prizes, refreshments, and $1 donated to Heifer
International for every attendee. Contact Dennis Kjngery at
888-832-1383 or dkingery_bbt@brethren.org.
• Song and Story Fest, an annual intergenerational camp
for all ages co-sponsored by On Earth Peace, wil l be held June
24-30 at Inspiration Hills Camp and Retreat Center in Burbank,
Ohio, on the theme "The Arc of the Universe: Bending Toward
Eco-Justice?" Ken Kline Smeltzer coordinates the fest, which
centers on Brethren musicians and storytellers and includes
intergenerational gatherings, worship, family time, campfires,
concerts, and workshops. For more information and registration go to www.brethren.org/oepa/programs/special/songstory-fest/i ndex. htm I.

ships, and to instill within us
a I ife of fervent prayer,"
Mitchell said in her theme
statement. "I believe now is
the time for us to become
more ethnically diverse, more
spiritually alive, and more united to continue the work of Jesus across the United
States and around the world."
Worship
Worship will open Conference on
Saturday evening. Jeff Carter, pastor of
Manassas (Va.) Church of the Brethren,
will preach. Worship services also will be
held on Sunday morning, with Mitchell
preaching; Monday evening, with Duane
Grady of the General Board's
Congregational Life Team; Tuesday
evening, with Tim Harvey, pastor of
Central Church of the Brethren, Roanoke,
Va.; and Wednesday morning, with
Ataloa Woodin, pastor of Community
Brethren Church, Fresno, Calif..
A "Worship Music Celebration" will follow services on Sunday and Monday, featuring a wide variety of music including
Gospel, Spanish, contemporary Christian,
African, African-American, Haitian, and
more. The celebrations will be hosted by
Los Angeles pastors Gilbert Romero of
Bella Vista Church of the Brethren and
Thomas Dowdy of Imperial Heights
Church of the Brethren.
Those planning worship include worship
coordinator Joanna Willoughby, music
coordinator Joseph Helfrich, choir director
Rebecca Oliver Rhodes, children's choir
director Raymonde Rougier, organist Chris
Brewer, and pianist Bob lseminger.
Business
Becoming more intercultural, the future
of the Brethren Medical Plan, and a
review and evaluation of Annual
Conference agencies top a full business
agenda (documents are at
www.brethren.org/ac). Sessions also will

include reports from Conference-related
agencies and committees, and an election of church leaders.
• lntercultural Study Committee
report: Its report "is a call for transformation," states the lntercultural Study
Committee. Following three years of study
the committee reports that "God is calling
us today, to be transformed into a whole
body of Christ, so that we are separate no
more." Numerous recommendations aim at
helping Brethren become multicultural, and
are directed to the denomination, Annual
Conference and its reportable agencies, districts, congregations, and Brethren individuals. The several pages of recommendations
begin with two specific recommendations:
to "bring us into conformity with the vision
of Revelation 7:9," and to "formulate a
mechanism to report intercultural ministry
progress at Annual Conference through
2010." Other key recommendations include
incorporating the concept of intentional
intercultural inclusion in the purpose and
vision statement of Conference and its
agencies, establishing a discernment
process during hiring for the agencies,
requiring annual intercultural orientation
and education for agency staff and program
volunteers, developing programs to include
and formally mentor young adults of every
ethnic and racial background into leadership, and the addition of a full-time specialist position in the Congregational Life
Teams of the General Board.
• Brethren Medical Plan resolution:
After two years of study, the Brethren
Medical Plan Study Committee is recommending that Brethren Benefit Trust
(BBT) phase out its health insurance plan
for ministers and retirees, while continuing to explore the viability of the plan for

employees of Brethren agencies, and to
offer long-term disability, life, vision, and
dental insurance plans. BBT had called
for the study, announcing that the plan
was in a "death spiral" caused by
decreased membership, the erosion of a
good spread of risk, and increased health
care costs and premiums. If the recommendations are adopted, BBT will be
directed "to attempt to find alternative
medical coverage for those current participants who would not otherwise be able
to obtain or afford medical insurance."
• Review and Evaluation Committee:
A regularly scheduled review of the program of the denomination is carried out
every decade by a Review and Evaluation
Committee. In previous decades, the
review was limited to the work of the
General Board. With the expansion of
agencies reportable to Conference, this
decade's review includes the Association of
Brethren Caregivers (ABC) and On Earth
Peace along with the General Board.
Among 10 detailed points, the committee
recommends the merger of the General
Board and ABC into "The Church of the
Brethren, USA," encourages On Earth
Peace to consider joining, and recommends that the new board replace the current General Board and the Annual
Conference Council, uniting them i~to a
single body.
• Doing Church Business: The
Annual Conference Program Feasibility
Study Committee will report as the group
to which the Doing Church Business
report was referred by the 2006 Annual
Conference. Delegates will address the
report in light of the feasibility study,
resuming discussion at the point at which
the business item was referred.
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• Query: Child Abuse Prevention: A
query from Michigan District, originating
at Skyridge Church of the Brethren in
Kalamazoo, asks Conference to examine
how church statements that include recommendations for the prevention of
child abuse are used and implemented in
the denomination, and requests a recommendation for implementation at all levels of denominational programming.
• Query: Annual Conference
Schedule: A query from Pacific
Southwest District, originating with
Papago Buttes Church of the Brethren in
Scottsdale, Ariz., asks, "What is the best
way for the denom ination to schedule
Annual Conferences, taking into consideration frequency, length, technologybased, and other options?"
• Query: Reverse Membership

Trend: A query from Idaho District, originating in Nampa (Idaho) Church of the
Brethren, "confesses our sinful complici ty with the declining membership of our
denomination and asks when and how
the Church of the Brethren can halt and
reverse this trend toward extinction?"
• Update to Annual Conference
Polity: The Annual Conference Council
recommends a change in polity for rotation of Conference locations, to hold the
event more often in population concentrations of Brethren in the East and Midwest.
• Recommendation Regarding
Christian Churches Together: The
Committee on lnterchurch Relations and
the General Board jointly recommend that
the Church of the Brethren fully participate
in Christian Churches Together in the USA
(CCT), a new ecumenical organization.

Church setti ng
Northern Ohio District is host for the
Conference. The district includes 51 congregations spread across northern Ohio
and one in Adrian, Mich. The district office
is in Ashland. John Ballinger serves as
executive minister. Brook Park Community
Church of the Brethren is located 14 miles
southwest of the Cleveland Convention
Center in suburban Brook Park. Lake
Breeze Church of the Brethren is 26 miles
west in the community of Sheffield Lake,
on the shore of Lake Erie. ~
For more about the 2007 Annual
Conference, go to www.brethren.org/ac.

Cheryl Brumbaug h-Cayford is director of news services
for the Church of the Breth ren General Boa rd.

CLEVELAND AT A GLANCE
Population: 2.9 mi llion in the greater metro area, about
478,000 in the city itself (2000 Census)
Transportation: Cleveland sits at the intersection of interstates 80, 90, 71, and 77. The city is served by Cleveland
Hopkins International Airport and by Amt rak.
Ti me zone: Eastern
A verage h igh temperat ure in July: 85 degrees
H istory: General Moses Cleaveland founded the city in 1796,
but in 1831 the name changed to Cleveland " t o fit ... on a
newspaper masthead," according to www.travelcleveland.com.
Cleveland has become a center for business, manufacturing,
and tourism. The building of canals and railroads strengthened
Cleveland as a transportation and business center. It is the
30th-largest city in the US.
Cleveland " firsts " : In 1853 the first newspaper for AfricanAme ricans, The Aliened American; in 1879 the first electric
streetlig ht and electric streetcar; in 1890 the first indoor shopping ce nter, The Arcade; in 1891 the invention of LifeSavers
candy by chocolate-maker Clarence Crane; in 1896 the first
whole-body scanner and X-ray machine by Dayton C. Mi ller at
the Case School of Applied Science; in 1933 the creation of
Superman by Jerry Siegel and J oe Shuster; in 1952 the phrase
"Rock 'n' Ro ll " coined by A lan Freed; in 1970 the first NFL
"Monday Night Football" game (from
www.travelcleveland.com).
Attractions: T he North Coast Harbor area where the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum, Cleveland Browns
Stadium, and Great Lakes Science Center are located; Jacobs
Field, home of the Cleveland Indians; Cleveland Metroparks
Messenger June 2007

Zoo; Geauga Lake
amusement park;
the University Circle
area, home to the
Cleveland Museum
of Art, Cleveland
Museum of Natural
History, Western
Reserve Historical
Society, African American Museum,
Cleveland Botanical
Garden, and Glidden
House historic hotel; the Historic Warehouse District with
trendy restau rants and entertainment; the Tower City Center, a
renovated train terminal that now houses an array of restaurants as well as two hotels, and in the lower leve l houses the
Regional Transit Authority's (RTA) light-rail system; .the Flats
restaurant and entertai n ment district on the banks of the
Cuyahoga River; West Side Market, the largest indoor/outdoor
market in the country; Shaker Square, the oldest shopping
area in Ohio, and its Saturday morning Farmer's Ma rket.
Sports: Cleveland Browns (football), Cleveland Indians
(basebal l), Cleveland Cava liers (basketball), Lake Erie Monsters
(minor league hockey)
For more about Cleveland go to www.travelcleveland.com, the
website of the Convention and Visitors Bureau of Greater
Cleveland, or www.city.cleveland.oh.us.
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When we begin new mission ventures and help to plant new churches, we
create new opportunities for others to find their place as God's precious and
beloved children through the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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NIGERIA
by Janis Pyle

RELATIONSHIPS ARE ANNUAL WORKCAMP'S
GREATEST BUILDING PROJECT

I

t he mont hs leading up to January 1985, the planners
for the first Nigeria work event struggled over what to call it.
General Board mission staff Merv Keeney and Roger
Schrock (now pastor of Cabool (Mo.) Church of the
Brethren), felt that the word "workcamp" seemed to focus only
on buildings.
"Ou r intention was much more on what US members could
learn from the experience," said Keeney, now executive director of the General Board's Global Mission Partnerships office.
"As a result, the first event was called a 'study/exchange,' and
students were encouraged t o gain credit via Manchester
College. While the 'workcamp' name began to be used the following year, strengthening relationships between the US and
Nigerian church remains at the center of the experience."
The wo rkcampe rs have built a variety of structures across
northeast Nigeria ove r the years, especially at the headquarters
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complex of Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EVN/ Church of the
Brethren in Nigeria) near Mubi. But 22 years after the workcamp's origins, the 800 or so participants-half of them
Nigerians-have bu ilt even more relationships, and accumulated a wealth of stories.
Phil and Louise "Louie" Baldwin Rieman, former mission workers in Sudan and now co-pastors at Northview Church of the
Brethren in Indianapolis, were Nigeria workcamp coordinators for
the inaugural 1985 event. Louie, whose family was on the mission
field from 1944 to 1962, remembers her joy at finding out that the
Nigerian man named Peter who was supervisor of the masons on
their building project had been trained by her father.
"There is nothing that takes the place of presence to break
down that invisible barrier between nationalities and ethnic
groups," Louie sa id. "Jesus' understand ing of family knows no
boundaries. When our family returned to Nigeria in December
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_GOOD NEWS
new church development supporters

►

Planter's Conference, titled "Rock,

gathered for worship, workshops, and

History Detectives featured the

Paper, Scissors-Textures and

conversation thanks to a cooperative

Brethren Service Committee and

Testimonies of Church Planting,"

effort among the General Board's New

Civilian Public Service (CPS). At the

described it as an event that "fed my

Church Development committee,

request of the show's producers,

soul" and "re-motivated me for mis-

Bethany Theological Seminary, and the

Brethren Historical Library and

sion." Over 50 church planters and

Brethren Academy.

Archives staff contributed more than

►

Participants at the New Church

In July, the public television show

150 research hours to provide photos, film, and information about
Brethren Service.
► The

New Windsor Conference

Center, a ministry of hospitality, provides lodging, meals, and meeting
rooms in a Christian atmosphere. It
serves Church of the Brethren agencies, districts, congregations, and the

ecumenical community. This yea r, the

au-Prince area. With initial Christian

was called to serve the main body.

center hosted 405 conferences, provid-

training complete, a pastoral leader

Translation of materials into Creole,

ed over 9,000 bed nights, and
se rved over 48,000 meals.

being done primarily by the
Dominican Haitians, continued to be
an important task so that Brethren

►

Spanish translation of Dale

Brown's book Another Way of

beliefs and practices can be conveyed
effectively.

Believing was almost completed,
and a stewardship resource from

► After

four and a half years, Don

the Disciples of Christ was modi-

Ve rmilyea ended the Walk Across

fied for Hispanic Brethren.

America. He walked 19,502 miles and
visited 220 congregations, including all

►

In the two years since the Haiti

districts west of the Mississippi along

mission started, a fellowship of

with three in the Midwest and

about 100 began worshiping and

Southeast.

two additional "preaching points"
have begun worshiping in the Port-

'·come. let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us bis ways.. and that we may walk in his paths.

FOR OUT OF ZION SHALL GO FORTH
INSTRUCTION, AND THE WORD OF
THE LORD FROM JERUSALEM.
itrate between strong nations far away;

- • , pr

·

ll not lift up

_ _ _THE HOLY SPIRIT

►

"Come and See" was the theme for

Exploring the Kinship between

►

Photo albums and eager reports

the 2006 National Youth Conference

Anabaptism and Postmodernity," pre-

characterized the responses of six

(NYC), held in Fort Collins, Colo., in

sented by Shane Hipps.

new Vital Pastor groups totaling 33
pastors who began work in 2006.

July. The week was full of powerful
► The

Training in Ministry (TRIM) pro-

Through the generous funding of the

praise of God. Attended by 3,600 youth

gram enrolled 90 students and gradu-

Lilly Endowment, Inc., these pastoral

and advisors, it was the largest Church

ated ten. Over 100 students were

cohorts embarked on journeys to

of the Brethren event in 2006.

served through nine traditional and

Italy, South Africa, Scotland, the

online courses.

Czech Republic, and numerous US

worship, dynamic music, and energetic

►

Worth celebrating are ordination

destinations. Their work covered top►

Ministry Summer Service provided

ics ranging from conflict, to connect-

individuals (14 women and 35 men)

opportunities for 13 college students to

ing head and heart to personal trans-

were ordained, and 54 (19 women

explore ministry as a vocation.

formation, to exploring the roots of

and licensing figures for the year: 49

and 35 men) were licensed to the

both Christian and

ministry. While these numbers indi-

Brethren histories, to

cate a commitment to prayerful dis-

missional leadership.

cernment in calling out gifted and
faith-filled individuals for ministerial

► Young Adu lt

leadership, they represent an overall

Conference gathered

decrease of 34 from 2005.

110 young adults from
around the country

► The

Ministers' Association officers

to Camp Swatara for

hosted another successful professional

a weekend of worship,

growth event at Annual Conference

singing, and fellowship.

titled "Third Way Faith Re-imagined:

·· ome, leL us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the hous of the God of Jacob;

...-.

that h ma, teach u his ways and tliat we may walk in his paths.
tor out of Zion shall ao forth instruction , and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge bet\:\ een many peoples, >and shall -arbitrate between strong nations far away;

THEY SHALL BEAT THEIR SWORDS
INTO PLOWSHARES, AND THEIR
SPEARS INTO PRUNING HOOKS;

VATE

:fIONSHIPS
... children in small congrega-

articles, media reviews,

Sunday school curriculum.

tions, youth, and parents.

and columns. Another

Co-published with Mennonite

Congregations began using the

35 writers contributed

Publishing Network, Gather 'Round:

material last fall.

briefer In Touch pieces.

►

Brethren Press introduced a new

Hearing and Sharing God's Good News
connects church and home in new

►

►

Messenger magazine contin-

During 2006, more

ways and responds to needs in congre-

ued to build community among

than 20,000 people

gations by providing special units for

its readers by highlighting

journeyed to the

issues that affect our national and inter-

Brethren Service Center to volunteer,

national Church of

work, learn, meet, retreat, and fellow-

the Brethren com-

ship. Special tours and service learn-

munity. Nearly 130

ing opportunities were provided for

congregations

Brethren Volunteer Service units,

received significant

Church World Service staff/volunteers,

mention during the

international visitors, and students

year, and 69 writers

ranging from junior high to

provided feature

college levels.

-

tives led morning devotions for the

God is calling the Church of the

US gathered in Brazil in February 2006 to

General Assembly of the National

Brethren to walk with the people of

learn about each other and to foster

Council of Churches.

southern Sudan as they heal and

► Leaders

from Brazil, Nigeria, and the

rebuild their communities after

mutual support among worldwide
Brethren groups. Representatives introduced each national church through a
brief overview of its history, structure,
and current joys and challenges. Enriched
by lively music and worship, the conversations were informative and stimulating.
►

In the spirit of Jesus' call for unity,

the Church of the Brethren engages in
ministry and fellowship with the larger
Christian family in a multitude of ways.
In a meaningful opportunity for sharing
last November, Brethren representa-

► The

Sudan Initiative mission contin-

ued to grow out of a strong sense that

decades of civil war. Bradley Bohrer
became director in September.

PEAC
OF THE BRETHREN

. •.h~_.t 1~7t'-rt1 ha('"h ls hl~
.or_m
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u-6 the' ·wo-d of the Lord

ll f,,,,;,~ -~ 'P~ li w.c,..sn,d-l"'m•l.·iit.rc;rc'',ch -ccn- ·slrr1•1g nations lar away;
, 1 ir swGrc~ i>nt~1 f-llowshar&s, and their spears into pruning hooks;

NATION SHALL NOT LIFT UP SWORD
AGAINST NATION, NEITHER SHALL
THEY LEARN WAR ANY MORE;

MAKE

-

►

General secretary Stanley J.

► The

Brethren Witness/Washington

►A

long-awaited fifth book in the series

Noffsinger attended the 9th Assembly of

Office sent over 3,200 conscientious

of Brethren sourcebooks was published

the World Council of Churches in Porto

objector resource packets to Brethren

in the fall: Brethren During the Age of

Alegre, Brazil. As part of this meeting,

and non-Brethren individuals, congrega-

World War, by Stephen L. Longenecker.

US church leaders offered a letter of

tions, and organizations.
► Thirteen

confession and lament for their failure to
"raise a prophetic voice to deter our

►

In February 2006, violence broke out

Brethren participated in a

Faith Expedition to Vietnam. The trip,

leaders from the path of pre-emptive

in the northern state capital of

war, to call our nation to responsibility

Maiduguri; three

for the creation that we ourselves are

EVN church

complicit in a culture of consumption

buildings were

that diminishes the earth, and to call our

completely

nation to seek just economic structures

destroyed and

so that sharing by all will mean scarcity

two badly dam-

for none." The letter was received by the

aged. This dev-

assembly with gracious expressions of

astating experi-

forgiveness. Members of the Brazilian

ence prompted a

and Nigerian Churches of the Brethren

response by the US church in the form

Washington Office, allowed participants

also embraced the letter with forgive-

of a letter of support and concern

to explore the country's history and see

ness and encouragement that the US

signed by General Board members,

its current post-war reality.

church was "finally speaking boldly

and the invitation to contribute to a

about peace on earth."

love offering . This offering, totaling

sponsored by the Brethren Witness/

►

Each summer, a young adult team

more than $43,600,

shares Jesus' message of peace and

helped rebuild church

unity within the context of Brethren

buildings and support-

summer camps. Continuing the tradi-

ed the Nigerian

tion of collaboration, On Earth Peace,

church's reconc iliation

the Outdoor Ministries Association,

efforts between

Youth and Young Adult Ministries, and

Muslim and Christian

Brethren Volunteer Service sponsored

communities.

the 2006 Youth Peace Travel Team.

the\ sh,dl heal their swords intt, plowshares, ancl their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift
up s\\ord against nation, neither -.hall they learn war any more; hut they shall all sit under their
own vines and under their own fig trees, and no one shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord
of hosts has spoken. For all the peoples walk, each in the name of its god, but

WE WILL WALK IN THE NAME OF THE
LORD OUR GOD FOREVER AND EVER.

aster is a hallmark of Brethren disaster

structed at five different disaster

Fund (EDF) totaled almost $900,000;

response. Other international g rants

response project sites, including

however, due to record giving levels the

supported disaster response in Africa,

Citronelle, Ala.; Lucedale, Miss.; Pearl

previous year, the EDF was able to pro-

the Middle East, and Central America.

River, La.; Pensacola, Fla.; and Ohio.

►

Donations to the Emergency Disaster

vide an astounding $1,015,200 through
36 grants. A large grant of $350,000 sup-

►

More than 1,200 Disaster Response

►

As evacuees traveled to the United

volunteers gave over 8,200 workdays at

States from war-torn Lebanon, Disaster

tsunami survivors. This focus on the

an estimated exceeding $1 million . More

Child Care (DCC) volunteers cared for

enduring needs of those affected by dis-

than 139 homes were repaired or recon-

children fleeing the violence and

ported the long-term rebuilding needs of

destruction, some traveling with parents
and others alone, This unusual airport
response, in addition to responses to
flooding in Pennsylvania and New York,
provided almost 240 children with care
from 35 DCC volunteers.
► Service

Ministries staff facilitated 2,000

shipments to 37 countries and 33 US
states. The shipments, valued at more
than $15 million, included 1,400 tons of
clothing, blankets, health kits, school kits,
baby kits, and medical supplies.

ects for the Foods Resource Bank dou-

also expanded its efforts by providing

Conference adopted the Millennium

bled in several ways: in acreage, in the

stories in Spanish in Newsline.

Development Goals, an action that

number of congregat ions participating,

spawned many efforts to raise money

and in the proceeds invested in food

to fight "the hunger that kills." At

development programs abroad.

►

Delegates of the 2006 Annual

►

In order to meet the ris ing demand

for workcamp opportunities for youth
and adults, the program expanded to

National Youth Conference, the "REGNUH ... turning hunger around" cam-

►

A Spanish version of the Together

almost double its previous size. Steve

paign gathered nearly $100,000.

Conversations guide was made avail-

Van Houten filled a new staff position

National Older Adult Conference held a

able on the website. News Services

as coordinator of workcamps.

similar walk/run event to benefit the
Global Food Crisis Fund. The fund

►

The Disaster Response program

joins with indigenous, faith-based

increased the Brethren capacity to

partners to build local capacity, foster

respond by acquiring new equipment,

self-reliance, and ensure program

including more response vehicles and a

sustainability. It engages donors in

new tool trailer, and by upgrading

hunger education, justice advocacy,

existing tool trailers. Two special train-

and grantmaking as a witness to

ing events increased the number of

Jesus' love and compassion for the

project directors available to provide

world's hungry and poor.

construction leadership; volunteers also
participated in a new training model

► The

number of Brethren congre-

gations involved with growing proj-

that includes two weeks of training and
hands-on experience.

, J.'

s · 1d

1

t ,

-1

1

\

al

n

. fc !?hall j~idg; between many peoples, and
they shall heat their swords inLo p lowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nati on
shal1 not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more;

BUT THEY SHALL ALL SIT UNDER THEIR OWN
VINES AND UNDER THEIR OWN FIG TREES,
AND N O ONE SHALL MAKE THEM AFRAID;
, but we will .walk in the name of the
~_• .J11.

..

r.

GLFTS
Core Ministries Fund
$5,372,100 (net expenses)
Congregational Life
Ministries. Provides
training and resources
in church development, evangelism,
stewardship, spiritual
formation, and youth
and young adult ministries .

$933,500

Office of Ministry.
Provides leadership
for calling, training,
credentialing, placement, and sustaining
ministerial leadership
for the church .
Nurtures pastora I
leadership through
ministry training with
Bethany Seminary and
Brethren Academy.
Works with district
staff and pastors.

$319,100

Global Mission
Partnerships. Guides

Brethren Press
Communications.

international church
planting, development, leadership training, and theological
education. Manages
Global Food Crisis
Fund and Brethren
Witness/ Washington
Office. Orients and
places volunteers in
projects focusing on
peace, justice, human
need, and the environment. $1,255,600

Fosters identity, unity,
and vision. Publishes
Messenger (which has
separate budget),
Tapestry, Source,
Newsline, and the
website. Interprets
program, conducts
news service. $306,400

Treasurer/
Centralized
Resources. Handles
finances of General
Board and Annual
Conference . Manages
and maintains technology, archives, and
Elgin facilities. Covers
costs of telephone,
technology, postage,
support services for
all program areas.
Offers financial
resource counseling
on stewardship and
estate planning.

$2,024,100

Brethren Service
Center. Hosts local ,
national, and global
service ministries;
operates conference
center-; provides public information; maintains buildings and
grounds. Costs are
covered largely by
self-funding programs of the center.
General Ministries
Fund portion:

$13,600

The Core Ministries

Fund finished the year

Fund experienced a posi-

with $51,400, a decrease of

tive year due to strong giv-

$31,700 in comparison to

ing by both congregations

2005. The Global Food

and individuals, as well as

Crisis Fund received

improved investment

$317,400, up by $20,000.

income. Because the year

Gifts to these funds in

ended with income over

2006 totaled $1,257,000.

expense in Core Ministries,

All four of the General

several one-time needs

Board's self-funding min-

were able to be comfort-

istries, those that receive

ably met. The year finished

income through the sale

with a $350,980 surplus,

of goods and services,

strengthening the founda-

had a strong year. Three

tion for future ministries.

ministries finished the

After an incredible out-

year with income over

pouring of donations to

expense: Service

the Emergency Disaster

Ministries with $21,600;

Fund in 2005 due to

the New Windsor Confer-

The gifts and resources

these ministries possible,

numerous disasters, the

ence Center with $17,100;

and the blessings of prayer

who give strength and life

fund returned to prior lev-

and Messenger with

are essential, and the

to our journey together.

els of support with an

$1,600. Brethren Press

General Board receives

Each of us contributes, and

income of $888,300. The

experienced expense

them in a spirit of gratitude.

"it is God who gives the

Emerging Global Mission

over income of $2,400.

Thank you to all who make

growth" (1 Cor. 3:7).

General Secretary.
Admin isters work of
th e General Board
and serves as spiritual guidepost for staff
and Genera l Board
min istries . Oversees
hum an resources .
Hea ds ecum eni cal
representation .

$519,900

Emergency
Disaster Fund
$888,300
Global Food
Crisis Fund
$317,400
Emerging Global
Mission Fund
$51,400

Brethren Press
$958,600
New Windsor
Conference Center
$787, 100
Service Ministries
$840,500
Messenger
$245,400

The above amounts were provided prior to completion of the 2006 audit. Complete
financial information is available in the General Board audit report.

The General Board loves, leads, and challenges the Church of the Brethren

- TO PROCLAIM AND LIVE THE WORK OF
.JESUS SO THE WORLD MAY BE TRANSFORMED.

2004 for a family workcamp, we heard a church leader say, 'Of
all the different churches who have done mission work, the
Church of the Brethren people are the only ones who come
back to work side-by-side with us.' "
Phil added, "It was also thrilling that the women worked
alongside the men carrying the heavy cement blocks. A good
eye-opener, a consciousness-raising for the men ... why not?"
Current Nigeria mission coordinator David Whitten particularly
recalls "the sense of oneness in Christ" as his lasting impression
of leading the 2006 workcamp. Along with Americans and
Nigerians, the group included Swiss and German workcampers
from Mission 21 (formerly Basel Mission), based in Europe-which
joined as a workcamp partner some years after its beginnings.
"For whatever personal reasons we might have had for going
to Africa, the results were the same,' he said. "We worked, worshiped, and fellowshiped together, and, in the name of Jesus,
bonded together. It was a microcosm of what the kingdom of
God on earth is all about.
"We tried to create a wide variety of experiences for the
workcampers beyond the physical labors," Whitten added. "We
visited the beginnings of Brethren mission in Garkida and worshiped in the largest Church of the Brethren congregation in
the world (over 3,000 in attendance) in Maiduguri."
He was moved by the contrast between Nigerian and US worship seNices. "One seNice we attended had their haNest festival
Sunday. The Nigerians take literally the phrase 'tithes and offerings.' Offerings are the weekly monetary gifts. The tithe is, however, 10 percent of one's haNest. On this Sunday, the women lined
up with huge bowls balanced on their heads filled with peanuts,
corn, guinea corn, and cow peas. As the drums kept rhythm to the
song sung in the Hausa language, the women danced down the
aisles, singing and laughing their way to the altar.
"It was certainly a stark contrast to our rather droll and
solemn time of offering," Whitten said.
Those worship times stayed with Annie Sales, Peoria (Ill.) Church
of the Brethren, who went on the 2003 and 2004 workcamps. She
remembers: "Our time was filled with fellowship with the
Nigerians, visiting their churches and worshiping together. There
were many stories about how God has touched their lives and the
blessings they receive each day. Listening to their singing was one
of the biggest blessings, and one I imagine each day."
Jeff Mummau, Elizabethtown, Pa., was a participant from 1993 to
1995 and coordinator from 1996 to 2005. He ticked off various
building projects completed: a number of homes and a few other
support buildings at EVN headquarters; a few student houses and
a staff house at Kulp Bible College, a wall around the Boulder
Hill Compound in Jos; student dormitories, staff housing, classrooms, and a dining hall at the EVN Comprehensive
Secondary School (where work has continued).
Mummau 's stories include sleeping under the stars in a
remote village, playing cards by a lantern in a host home and
having to chase the goats and chickens away, being showered
by loving hospitality, being on Nigerian national TV to brings
greeting and wishes of peace to the emir of Kano and the
governor of Adamawa State, and hearing that a child was
named after him.
He praised the value of the month-long camp:
"One or two weeks are just too short.
More time can be spent just on the
worksite wo rking alongside the
Nigerians. The longer time on the

PLANNING FOR 2008
The 2008 annual Nigeria workcamp will be held from Jan. 12
to Feb. 10. For details or an application, contact Mary Munson
in the General Board Global Mission Partnerships office at
800-323-8039, ext. 230, or mmunson_gb@bret hren.org. The
deadline for completed applications is Sept. 24.

ground offers the opportunity to be in homes."
As an illustration, he related this story of one workcamp participant:
"One weekend, Amy, from the Church of the Brethren, was
staying with Kucelli, a workcamper from Nigeria. They had a
nice time in the afternoon visiting the neighborhood. In the
evening, after dinner with Kucelli's family, some neighbors
dropped by to see the 'white girl.' Everyone had a wonderful
time visiting and talking.
"Later that eveni ng Kucelli told Amy that the next morning
they would be going to church. Kucelli said that she usually
gets a ride on an achaba (small motorcycle) to church. Amy
thought: 'Oh no, I would have trouble riding on a motorcycle in
the US and would really be terrified riding on one in Nigeria.'
Evidently her thoughts came through on her face.
"The next morning when it was time to go to church, a terrified Amy was escorted by Kucelli to the house where the neighbors would take them to church in their car. Amy was quite
relieved. On the way to church, Amy asked if the neighbors
would also be staying for church. They said, 'No, we are
Muslims.'
"We were all amazed that in a world filled with thoughts of
hate between Muslims and Christians that in this neighborhood
real people can live together in a civil way."li!
Jan is Pyle is coordinato r for mission connections for t he General Board's Global Mission
Partnerships staff.

Dave Whitten, Nigeria mission director for the General
Board's Global Mission
Partnerships, has
coordinated the
past two workcamps.

Journe through the Word·
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The Day o the Lord
by David Leiter

Book alternates between themes of judgment and restoration
~ e book of Joel is an
:nigmatic, short, prophetic book
nestled in among the front end of the
Minor Prophets, which is also known as
the Book of the Twelve. It contains
virtually no information about the
prophet, and it gives very few historical
clues regarding its setting and context.
Reading the three chapters of the
book is like going on a journey with
peaks and valleys. The reader first
encounters God's judgment against
Judah and Jerusalem (1:1-2:17). Next,
the reader learns of God's change of
heart and of God's effort to restore the
country of Judah (2:18-29). Finally, the

I

last chapter contains judgment against
the nations of the world (3:1-21).
The book begins with the description of
a locust plague that devours the land.
Interpretations differ as to whether Joel
is literally describing a situation where a
huge amount of locusts caused devastation of the land, or whether the description of the devouring locusts is symbolic
of the many neighboring armies that
have swept through the land and caused
havoc and destruction. Regardless of
one's interpretation, Joel is quite clear
that the devastation caused by the
locusts or the invading armies is a result
of divine judgment brought against the

people of the land because they have
separated themselves from God.
Joel calls upon the priests, religious
leaders, farmers, and vine dressers to
mourn, lament, and engage in a fast
because of the judgment that has
befallen the land. Although the judgment described in chapter 1 is not part
of the Day of the Lord, Joel adamantly
proclaims that such a day will occur in
the very near future. The Day of the
Lord is a prominent theme in the book
of Joel. This theme crops up in other
prophetic books, including Isaiah 13,
Ezekiel 30, Amos 5, Obadiah, Zephaniah
1-2, and Malachi 4.

ACCORDING TO JOEL, THE DAY OF THE LORD IS NOT TO BE CONFINED TO
ONE SPECIFIC DAY, BUT RATHER ASSUMES A TIME PERIOD THAT INVOLVES
JUDGMENT AND DEFEAT OF THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD. THE DAY OF
THE LORD IS APPROACHING AND POSES A FINAL TIME OF JUDGMENT FOR
THE PEOPLE OF JUDAH AND THE OTHER NATIONS.

Messenger June 2007

Joel describes the Day of the Lord
clearly and significantly, and other
books in the Minor Prophets expand
upon the theme. According to Joel, the
Day of the Lord is not to be confined to
one specific day, but rather assumes a
time period that involves judgment and
defeat of the nations of the world. The
Day of the Lord is approaching and
poses a final time of judgment for the
people of Judah and the other nations.
By the time one reaches the middle of
the book, one finds that God offers the
people of Judah the opportunity to
repent. Thus the coming Day of the Lord
not only includes judgm ent, but also
involves God's promise to restore the
people and the land of Judah. What is
striking is that the promises of restoration on the Day of the Lord closely parallel the judgments described in chapter 1.
Joel 2:21 issues the promise of
restoration of the ground, whereas 1:10
described the devastation and mourning of the ground. God promises to
feed the wild animals in 2:22, but in
1:20 the animals cried to God because

the water dried up and the pastures
were devoured by fire. In 2:23, God
promises that the people will rejoice,
but in 1:16 joy and gladness were cut
off. God promises that drought will be
a thing of the past in 2:23, but in 1:12
the fruit trees have dried up as a result
of a drought. The Day of the Lord is a
day of promise and restoration for the
people of Judah.
The third chapter of Joel issues judgment against the nations of the world.
God will judge the nations on the Day of
the Lord because they have scattered
God's people from their homeland,
taken portions of that land for themselves, and have sold the people of
Judah as slaves. Because the nations
will have to answer to God, the prophet
tells them that they are going to have to
muster up all that they have by turning
plowshares into swords and pruning
hooks into spears (3:10). This is a
remarkable reversal of the classic verse
found in Isaiah 2:4 and Micah 4:3, where
a time of peace will occur as the nations
turn their swords into plowshares and

their spears into pruning hooks.
The book of Joel was familiar to the
writers of the New Testament. In the
book of Acts, Peter connects the Day of
the Lord, as described in Joel 2:28-32,
to Pentecost in his famous sermon in
Acts 2. Paul quotes Joel 2:32 in his discussion on salvation in the book of
Romans (10:13).
Like most Old Testament prophetic literature, the Book of Joel is a combination of judgment and hope. While Joel
does not leave much hope for the
nations, he does hold out such hope for
Judah as he envisions God and the people living together forever. n!
David Leiter is pastor of Green Tree Church of the
Brethren, Oaks, Pa. He has previously taught at the
Ecumenical Institute of Theology in Baltimore and at the
Susq uehanna Val ley Ministry Ce nter/Bet hany Theological
Sem inary. He has w ritten a book on peace and the Old
Testament that is expected to be published by Hera ld
Press later this year.
MESSENGER'S "Jou rn ey through the Word" series w il l
provide a brief overview of a different book (or books) of
the Bible each month through December 2009. Coming
in July/August: Amos/Obadiah, by Chris Bucher.
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0 ll JOUrney
by Frank Ramirez

Bethany president Eugene F. Roop
reflects as he prepares for retirem ent

P

ick up stakes. Leave b eh ind
home and homeland, c al m
and comfort. Go where I am sending
you, you and all of you rs. It may not be
entirely clear how this journey wil l end
or what you'll encounter on the way,
b ut I've got a plan for your people, and
you' re part of it.
Sounds like something Abram and Sarai
m ight have heard. On the other hand, it
sounds a lot like what happened 15 years
ago when Gene Roop became president
of Bet hany Theological Seminary in Oak
Brook, Il l. Beset by the p rospect of financial disaster, the seminary community set
out in a new direction in a new state with
a largely new faculty.
Roop-who is retiring June 30-admitted in a MESSENGER interview back in 1992
that prospects were bleak. Regarding the
financia l crisis Roop said, "It has the possibility of being the end. If we balance the
budget we may not have a strong enough
prog ram to merit accreditation. If we don't
balance the budget we'll simply run out of
money soon enough." But, he added,
"Although the crisis is real, there are real
possibilities for us. That is why I agreed to
t ake the job of seminary president."
At the time Roop was balancing the
responsibilities of spouse, parent, seminary professor, writer-and preacher. He
had used a sabbatical to serve six
mont hs as interim past or at Happy
Co rn er Church of the Brethren in Clayton,
Ohio. Many of the choices made by Roop

and the seminary were similarly
designed to keep close ties between the
institution and the local church.
Within two years of his installation as
Bethany's seventh president the seminary had built and moved into a new
facility on the campus of Earlham
College in Richmond, Ind. Within four
years Bethany had not only repaid all
loans but had balanced the budget.
Among the programs Bethany instituted
during Roop's tenure are online courses,
programs in cross-cultural studies and
youth and young adult ministries, the inclusion of TRIM (Training for Ministry) and
EFSM (Education for a Shared Ministry)
under the larger Brethren Academy for
Ministerial Leadership umbrella, and more
off-campus courses. Bethany also took
advantage of its new proximity to Brethren
congregations in Ohio and Indiana to
increase participation of seminary students
in the pastoral life of Brethren churches.
Asked of which achievements he is
proudest, Roop reflected, "One of them is
the financial stability of the seminary.
Another is the seminary's commitment
and connection with the Church of the
Brethren. We were able to renew it
through our relocation. This has included
the work and support of the people of the
church who now serve our seminary."
Roop added a third one: "I'm happy
about the flexibility of the seminary's
response to the future with regards to educational opportunities. We're not putting a

BIO AT A GLANCE
Eugene F. Roop, born in 1942, was baptized in 1953 at
Lincolnshire (formerly Smith Street) Church of the Brethren
in Fort Wayne, Ind., and later ordained there in 1967. He is a
graduate of Manchester College, Bethany Theological
Seminary, and Claremont Graduate University. He taught
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lot of money into land and buildings."
His 15 years as seminary president
have included personal growth as well.
"I love learning, and this has given me
the chance to learn much more broadly
than I ever expected to," he said.
"Learning new things is exciting to me."
And asked what he did not expect
when he accepted the position, Roop
laughed and said, "Selling land. I didn't
know how much I'd learn about land
development and real estate, not only at
the former campus but also he re."
For all that he has accomplished he
knows there is much left undone.
"You're never secure at a sem inary. The
job's never done. There are a lot of neat
challenges ahead, but if you ever expected things to be absolutely perfect or finished you better not take this job."
As far as his future plans, Roop was
quick to reply, "For me, it's back to the
Bible. Sometimes I had to set aside my
love of the texts, particularly the narrative of the Hebrew Bible. I still have a
mind that may be functioning well
enough. I want to commit more time,
more energy, more love to that."
A reception and program for Roop was
held April 29 at the seminary.
Frank Ramirez is pastor of Everett (Pa .) Chu rch of the
Brethren and a Bethany Theolog ical Seminary graduate.

seven years at Earlham School of Religion and 15 years at
Bethany before becoming president.
He is the author of numerous articles and books, including
Living the Biblical Story and two commentaries in the
Believer's Church Commentary series: Genesis and Ruth,
Jonah, and Esther.

Cross-Cultural Celebration meets on theme of peace
"Paz (peace) . Croyez (believe) . Joy ... " The multilingual
theme banner at the Cross-Cultural Consultation and
Celebration also featured the words for "It is good" in
Japanese, and "The good path" in Cree. The bannermade by Dena Lee, a physician from Ohio and member of
the On Earth Peace board-followed the scriptural theme
from John 14:27, "Peace I leave with you."
The April 19-22 gathering at the Brethren Service Center
in New Windsor, Md., attracted some
100 Brethren of a wide variety of
backgrounds from across the US and
Puerto Rico to share daily worship,
Bible study, fellowsh ip, and opportunities for conversation about crosscultural issues. Main sessions were
offered with Spanish translation.
Daily Bible study sessions were
offered for small groups, some in multiple languages. The scriptures and questions for study focused on peace, but
participants also could share personally
from their experiences, and develop
new relationships with brothers and
sisters in Christ. Youth had an opportunity to make new friends at an
overnight retreat hosted by Union
Bridge (Md.) Church of the Brethren.
The conference also included a report
from the lntercultural Study Committee.
Worship and music in many languages and styles formed the heart of
the celebration, with opportunities
given for participants to bring testimonies, prayers, songs, and dance.
Members of the Bittersweet music ministry led by Gilbert
Romero, pastor of Bella Vista Church of the Brethren in East
Los Angeles, were joined by many other musicians and
singers as the Spirit led. Closing worship featured the newly
formed Best Friends group, dedicated to sharing music
from the African-American tradition. Founder James
Washington Sr., an ordained Church of the Brethren minister from Whitehouse, Texas, introduced a set of songs that
ranged from a soulful a cappella "Precious Lord," to upbeat
praise, and included two original compositions. Youth
helped lead the Saturday morning worship, when music
included some favorites from National Youth Conference.
Preachers included Stephen Breck Reid, academic dean of
Bethany Theological Seminary, who spoke about the meaning of Christian baptism. "What does it mean to be a people
in water that might carry you away?" he asked. Reid called
the church to participate in the baptism of Jesus Christ in
order to claim a new identity, and to transform the world into
the Kingdom "that is beyond racial and class distinctions."
In the Friday evening sermon, Gaston Pierre Louis said,
"There is no peace in the world without Christ." Louis
serves as a pastor at Eglise des Freres Haitiens (Haitian

Church of the Brethren) in Miami, Fla. His message was
given in French Creole, and translated by Founa Augustin,
a member of his congregation. "If we don't have peace
together, how can we share it with the world?" he asked.
A presentation by Mennonite guests Conrad Moore and
Titus Peachey received a standing ovation. The two men
told their personal stories: one was a conscientious objector
during the Vietnam War, the other a Vietnam veteran who

has become an advocate for peacemaking. They challenged
the church to provide opportunities for employment and
service to members of all ethnic and minority backgrounds.
"The issue is access to opportunities," Moore said .
Inviting youth in the congregation to rise and be seen, he
said, "Stand up, young man. We need to make sure he
has an opportunity to go to the mission field."
The On Earth Peace board held its spring meetings concurrently with the consultation, and joined in worsh ip and
Bible studies. A presentation about On Earth Peace
prompted questions about the agency's work against mi litary recruitment, what resources are available fo r those
faced with gang recruitment, violence against immigrants,
and whether peace resources are available in Spanish.
The Cross Cultural Ministries Team steering committ ee
that plans the annual celebration includes Barba ra Date' ,
Thomas Dowdy, Renel Exceus, Sonja Griffith, Robert
Jackson, Marisel Olivencia, Gilbert Romero, and Dennis
Webb, with Duane Grady as staff suppo rt from the
General Board's Congregational Life Teams. Carla
Gillespie, a student at Bethany Theological Semina ry,
assisted with coordination of the event.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
June 1-2 Puerto Rico
Island Assembly
June 2-7 Ministry
Summer Service orientation, Elgin, Ill.
June 9 Denominational
Deacon Training Event,
The Cedars, McPherson,
Kan.
June 15-17 National
Junior High Conference,
Elizabethtown (Pa.) College
June 24-30 Song &
Story Fest, Inspiration
Hills, Burbank, Ohio
June 29-30 Church of
the Brethren Ministers
Association conference,
Cleveland, Ohio
June 30 Church of the
Brethren General Board
meeting, Cleveland, Ohio;
Ministry of Reconciliation
workshop, "Exploring
Consensus DecisionMaking," Cleveland, Ohio;
Church of the Brethren
Credit Union board meeting, Cleveland, Ohio
June 30-July 4 Annual
Conference, Cleveland,
Ohio
July 3 Brethren Benefit
Trust board meeting,
Cleveland, Ohio
July 22-Aug. 10
Brethren Volunteer
Service orientation, New
Windsor, Md.
Aug. 19-29 Brethren
Volunteer Service orientation (BVS/BRF unit), New
Windsor, Md.
Aug. 27-31 Brethren
Volunteer Service midunit retreat, Plano, Ill.
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Christian Peace Witness for Iraq
is I a candle in the darkness'
A hand holding a candle in the darkness was
the central image for the Christian Peace
Witness for Iraq in Washington, D.C., on March
16. Some 3,500 Christians gathered to repent
of their complicity with the war and to seek the
end of the US occupation of Iraq.
On Earth Peace and the Brethren Witness/
Washington Office of the Church of the Brethren
General Board were among the organizations
sponsoring the witness. On Earth Peace staff
Matt Guynn and Susanna Farahat provided logistics for a peacekeeper training before the event.
The witness marked the fourth anniversary of
the US invasion of Iraq. It was
attended by Church of the Brethren
members from as far away as
California and as close as Virginia.
More than 210 Brethren were identified as participating in the weekend.
The Christian Peace Witness began
with an ecumenical worship service
at the National Cathedral. Candles
were carried into the cathedral by
representatives of 15 denominations
and more than 30 partner organizations, including Phil Jones, director
of the Brethren Witness/Washington
Office, and Verdena Lee, a physician
representing On Earth Peace.

PERSONNEL MOVES
• Mark Hartwig has been
hired as director of Information
Services for the General Board.
He has worked for the General
Board in Elgin, 111., as a computer and applications specialist since March 2005. Prior to
joining the staff, he had more
than 20 years of experience in
the information technology
field, including positions as
computer coordinator/trainer
and information services manager. He also holds a master's
degree in pastoral studies and
is a spiritual director.
• Linda McCauliff has
resigned as associate executive
minister for Western
Pennsylvania District. She has
served in the position for 15
years. Prior to that, she worked

Testimony and messages from US soldiers,
Iraqi citizens, Abu Ghraib detainees, and members of Christian Peacemaker Teams were shared.
"Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches,"
was the refrain repeated again and again.
In a four-mile candlelight procession down
the hill from the cathedral and surrounding the
White House, participants expressed support
for soldiers, a desire to end the occupation,
and a prayer for the just rebuilding of Iraq.
At the White House, 222 people were arrested including at least four members of the
Church of the Brethren-Jones, Esther Moller
Ho, Phil Rieman, and Iliana Naylor. Ho later
reflected, "I decided to participate in the civil
disobedience so that my trip would have the

as a district volunteer for
Christian education for nine
years. Her work for the denomination also has included service for two years as a member
of the Area 1 Congregational
Life Team of the General
Board. She began a Clinical
Pastoral Education position in
chaplaincy at Hershey (Pa.)
Medical Center on May 29.
• Carol Scheppard, associate
professor of philosophy and religion, has been appointed vice
president and dean for academic affairs at Bridgewater (Va.)
College, effective July 1. She is
a member of Lebanon Church
of the Brethren in Mount
Sidney, Va., and an ordained
Church of the Brethren minister.
Scheppard holds degrees from
Wesleyan University, Princeton
Theological Seminary, and the

Christian

PEACE
witness
for Iraq

University of Pennsylvania. She
spent 10 years as a teacher and
administrator at Landmark
School in Massachusetts, and
Landmark College in Vermont.
Her denominational service
includes membership on the
board of Bethany Theological
Seminary, where she is the
chair of the presidential search
committee.
• Carol Yeazell is serving
as interim director of the
Congregational Life Teams for
the General Board. She serves
as a staff member of the Area
3 Congregational Life Team.
The interim position will continue at least through this
summer. In previous work for
the church, Yeazell has served
as executive minister for
Atlantic Southeast District,
and as a pastor in Florida.

strongest impact against the war. My primary motivation comes from the example
Jesus gave us by being arrested and going
to the cross in obedience to God. I felt
humbled and honored that my congregation initiated the idea of my going to the
witness and paid my way." She is a mem ber of Fellowship in Christ Church of the
Brethren in Fremont, Calif.
At least 60 Brethren and friends joined

together following the witness for breakfast,
organized by the Brethren Witness/
Washington Office at Washington City
Church of the Brethren. Art Gish, recently
returned from working with Christian
Peacemaker Teams (CPT) in Iraq, was the
keynote speaker. Brethren at the breakfast
collected more than $480 for the work of
CPT and $120 in support of the fines given
to the four Brethren who were arrested.

The Church of the Brethren Coffee Project
A partnersh ip of Brethren Witness/ Washington Office and Equal Exchange

When you purchase fairly traded coffee, tea and
chocolate through the Church of the Brethren Coffee
Project, you join a growing network of 40 smal l farmer
co-operatives in 20 countries, including the United
States, receiving fair prices, affordable credit and a
long-term, direct trade relationship through a 100%
Fair Trade, worker-owned cooperative, Equal Exchange.

For more information on orderin g for your chu rch, fundraiser or alternative gift market:

tel 774.776.7366

www.equalexchange.coop/brethren
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Annual Conference Council
expresses concern over funding

Celebrating the Presidency
of Eugene F. Roop

Public Reception
at Annual Conference
Monday, July 2, 2007
4:45 - 7:00 p.m.
Cleveland Convention Center
Rooms 212 A & B

615 National Road West
Richmond, Indiana 47374

800-287-8822
www.bethanyseminary.edu
contactus@bethanyseminary.edu

2006 Ecumenical Luncheon
Annual Conference

CIR Insight Session
Annual Conference

Tuesday, July 3-Cleveland, Ohio

Tuesday, July 3-Cleveland, Ohio

12:00 p.m.

9:00 p.m.

Dr. Paul Numrich

Jim Eikenberry and
Dr. Amir Assadi-Rad

Church of the Brethren
Minister and Educator

"Living Among People
of Other Faiths"
Examples of Christians that have
found opportunities to cooperate with
people of other faiths
Presentation of the

2007 Ecumenical Citation

"Can We Talk? A Muslim and an
Evangelical Christian
Come Together" ( 0. 1 CEU)
Jim and Amir will share about their own
faith journeys, one an evangelical
Christian, the other a practitioner of
Islamic Sufism, and the joy they have
found in their friendship.

Tickets available online at the Annual
Conference site, or at the meal ticket table
at Annual Conference.
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Sponsored by the Church of the Brethren General Board and the
Committee on lnterchurch Relations
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The Annual Conference Council took an indepth look at the financial situation of
Annual Conference at its spring meeting
March 12-13 in Elgin, Ill. Of concern is a
trend toward deficit funding, exacerbated
by a shortfall of congregational delegates
at the 2006 Annual Conference.
The Annual Conference Fund ended 2006
with a $31,000 deficit. Income for the current
year is projected to be nearly $70,000 less
than the costs of having the Conference in
Cleveland, Ohio, where labor and security
required by the convention facilities are
inflating the budget.
The council received the news via a portfolio
of reports generated jointly by executive director Lerry Fogle and treasurer Judy Keyser. The
reports also observed that one query and two
reports coming to the 2007 Conference include
questions about Annual Conference frequency
and purpose. The council considered a number of suggestions, some of which have been
implemented, from a Conference marketing
task force it commissioned last year.
Arising out of the council's discussion and
prayer came several significant decisions: The
council voted to delay booking a Conference
site for 2012 until the 2007 Conference
resolves its agenda. A report of the financial
situation will be included in the report of the
Program and Arrangements Committee to the
2007 Conference. Information about the
Conference Fund will be shared with the InterAgency Forum, and the Standing Committee
of district representatives will be made aware
of the financial situation and consulted
regarding ways to increase offerings. The
council will add an extra day to its November
meeting in order to devote major attention to
evaluating the future of Annual Conference in
light of the financial situation.
Other items on the agenda included follow-up with the Brethren Historical Library
and Archives related to transcription of
business sessions; a progress report on the
denominational organizational and polity
manual; agreement with the Program
Feasibility Committee that the Unfunded
Mandates paper needs revision and greater
clarity, with the council deciding to take a
revised draft to the 2007 Standing
Committee; a review of the ratio of district
Standing Committee delegates; an updating
of the Conference contingency and disaster
plan; and a review of the 300th Anniversary
Committee's activities and funding.

ONCAMPUS
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.)
Six Bridgewater alumni were honored as
part of the annual alumni weekend celebration April 20-21. Alphadine E. Martin of
Navarre Beach, Fla., and Joseph M. Mason
of North Manchester, Ind., received the 2007
Ripples Society Medals. Franklin E. Huffman
of Washington, D.C., received the 2007
Distinguished Alumnus Award. The 2007
Young Alumnus Awards were presented to
Cindy Pearson Ferek of Broadway, Va., and
Aaron M. Garber of Roanoke, Va. N. Paige
Will of Dayton, Va., received the WestWhitelow Award for Humanitarian Service.
Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.)
Musa Mambula, spring 2007 fellow at
Elizabethtown's Young Center for Anabaptist
and Pietist Studies, on April 19 gave a public
talk on the delicate and often difficult relations between Christians and Muslims in
Nigeria, following the Young Center's annual
banquet. Provost of the Theological College
of Northern Nigeria, Mambula earned a doctorate in education from the University of
Maiduguri and a master's degree in theology
from Bethany Theological Seminary.
Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.)
The Juniata men's volleyball team made history as the Eagles rallied from a two-game
deficit to top Carthage College in the title
match of the 2007 Molten Division Ill Men's
Invitational Volleyball Championship April
14. The second-seed Eagles became the first
team to win the Molten Championship four
consecutive seasons, and now have won
five Molten titles overall.
University of La Verne (La Verne, Calif.)
Nontombi Naomi Tutu, daughter of South
African Archbishop Desmond Tutu, on
March 21 addressed the topic "By Our Fruits
We are Known: Religion and Activism" during La Verne's 2007 Fasnacht Lecture Series.
Naomi Tutu has become an internationally
recogn ized speaker, author, and consultant
on gender, race, and human relations.
Manchester College (North Manchester, Ind.)
For spring break in mid-March, one team of
Manchester students helped build homes for
low-income families near Maryville, Tenn.,
working with the Blount County Habitat for
Humanity. Another group of a dozen students
worked with Jubilee Partners, a Christian
service community in rural northeast Georgia
that welcomes and hosts refugees.

Roundtable conference focuses on humility
The regional youth conference known as Roundtable (for youth from
Maryland to Florida) was held March 16-18 on the Bridgewater (Va.)
College campus with a total of 259 youth and advisors in attendance.
The weekend got off to a hectic start with a surprise snowfall, but it was
not enough to dampen the fellowship and spiritual growth of the youth.
Throughout the weekend, God was faithful and things came together.
Jim Hardenbrook, pastor of Nampa (Idaho) Church of the Brethren and
2005 Annual Conference moderator, was the keynote speaker, centering on
the theme "Humbled by His Presence." He focused on 1 Peter 5:6, about
the importance of humility in light of Christ's command and example.
Friday evening entertainment was provided by James Madison
University's all-female a capella group Into Hymn; Steve Van Houten,
workcamp coordinator for the Church of the Brethren General Board,
led a Bible study each morning.
In addition to the worship services, many workshops were provided
for the youth to strengthen their walk with Christ and encourage fellowship with one another. Topics ranged from the new Sudan Initiative to
swing dancing. The weekend ended with worship and an installation
service for the new and upcoming lnterdistrict Youth Cabinet.-Lee Smith

Bits and pieces
• The Church of the Brethren General Board's Youth/Young Adult
Ministry office has announced "Come to the Mountain: Guidance for
the Journey," based on Isaiah 2:3, as the theme for the 2008 National
Young Adult Conference (NYAC). The conference will take place
Aug. 11-15, 2008, in Estes Park, Colo. Watch for details at
www.brethren.org/genbd/yya.

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.)
The McPherson College Choir presented its
spring concert April 15 in the sanctuary of
McPherson Church of the Brethren. The program centered on the theme "The Greatest of
These Is Love." It capped the choir's annual
tour, which this year took singers to southeast
Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, and eastern Kansas.
The choir is directed Steven Gustafson.
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'Simpler Living':

Invitation to abundant life
rr,.e following quotation is taken from the 1980
~nnual Conference statement, "Christian Lifestyle":

"good life" with the abundant life that Jesus lived and taught,
and explains that Simpler Living is a guide to a spiritual pilgrimage of "loving the Lord your God with all your heart,
"Historically Brethren have identified the 'simple life' as an
essential element of Christian discipleship. Simplicity has
soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself."
been commended not for its own sake, but for the purpose of
The nearly 300-page book is divided into 12 sections that lead
outward from practical everyday concerns (time and money) to
seeking first the kingdom (Matt. 6:33)."
This "essential element" may no longer be quite so "essena world view with implications for human justice and a sustainable
life for God's creation. A sampling of essay titles includes
tial" for Brethren. More than 20 years ago, Carl Bowman's
study of Brethren attitudes revealed that simple living was not
"Spending Money As If Life Really Mattered," "How Much Is
a priority for most members of our denomination. With the
Enough?" "The Pleasures of Eating," "Christian Existence in a
recent interest in issues related to global warming, however,
World of Limits," and "Creation's Care and Keeping."
mainstream and evangelical church
Because Simpler Living contains a wide-ranging variety of topics and authors, many readers will surely find, as I did, that not
leaders in our country have been calling
the faithful to take seriously a biblically
everything is of equal value or interest. Nevertheless, this book is
a rich feast for anyone willing to consider making fundamental
grounded stewardship of the earth's
resources. Relevant to this concern is
changes in both thinking and action. While the essays are
Simpler Living, Compassionate Life: A
thought-provoking, the book calls readers to move beyond merely thinking about simplicity to putting it into practice. One of my
Christian Perspective, a book that is
timely, challenging, and an excellent
favorite lines in the book comes from Wendell Berry: "Love is
never abstract. It ... adheres to the singular sparrows of the
tool for personal or group study.
street, the lilies of the field, the 'least of these my brethren.' "
Simpler Living was published in 1999 in
cooperation with Earth Ministry (earthMany books contain study guides for use by discussion
ministry.org), an organization that defines
groups. Simpler Living has the best study guide I've ever
its mission as engaging "individuals and congregations in knowseen. It comprises a full 60 pages at the end of the book. For
ing God more fully through deepening relationships with all of
each study session there are instructions for a group facilitaGod's creation." The book consists of 31 essays contributed by
tor, a statement of purpose, an opening meditation, questions
20 different writers, including such notables as Wendell Berry,
for group discussion, and a concluding Action Step that is a
Frederick Buechner, Richard J. Foster, and Henri Nouwen.
"homework" assignment for group members to put into practice what they have talked
Schut asserts that voluntary simplicity is a pathway to
about. The study guide proabundant life and decries the tendency of many American vides materials for 12 sessions,
[ Christians to seek and attain material goods.
which makes it ideal for a onequarter study in a Sunday
Brethren readers may recognize the name of Shantilal Bhagat,
school class. There are also suggestions for using the guide
who served in various eco-justice and community development
for a four-, six- or eight-week study.
roles for the Church of the Brethren General Board from 1968 to
I agree with the assessment of this book offered by Jim Wallis,
2001. In his essay, "Healing Ourselves and the Earth," Bhagat
editor-in-chief of Sojourners magazine: "In a society where 'I
notes that many Christians have a false view of creation. He
shop, therefore I am' results in a deep spiritual poverty, Simpler
writes, "Christians who ignore the desecration of the Earth,
Living, Compassionate Life provides a Gospel-based antidote.
believing it will be destroyed anyway or that God only saves
This wonderful collection of essays on money, time, environpeople's souls, are denying the truth of the Bible."
ment, community, and related topics
Issuing a call to "voluntary simplicity," the editor, Michael
offers a compelling alternative vision of a
Schut, quotes the words of Jesus in John 10:10 as his introhealthy, whole, and balanced life."
duction to the contents of the book: " I have come that they
Sounds a lot to me like "another way
may have life, and life abundantly." Schut asserts that volunof living."li!
tary simplicity is a pathway to abundant life and decries the
Ken Gibble is an ordained minister in the Church of the
tendency of many American Christians to seek and attain
.... ""'" -. ....... .. , ., 4 , ..... ,
Brethren. He lives in Greencastle, Pa., and is a me mber
c,.,i,
material goods in pursuit of the "good life." He contrasts the
of Hagerstown (Md.) Chu rch of the Brethren.
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THE BOOK ·
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, litle: Simpler Living, Compassionate Life: A Christian Perspective. Editor: Michael Schut. Publisher: Living the Good News,
Denver, 1999. Pages: 295. Cost: Retail list price is $14.95. To order: Call Brethren Press at 800-441-3712.
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Dreams of 300
A pastoral letter from the General Board executive committee
The General Board loves, leads, and challenges the Church of the Brethrenl
[ to proclaim and live the work of Jesus so the world may be transformedj
he Church of the Brethren
General Board adopted this
vision statement at our fall 2006
meeting. Members of the General Board
are committed to God's vision for us,
and this vision statement is currently
guiding us in our decision-making as we
approach our denomination's 300th
anniversary in 2008. These are exciting
times for the General Board: We hear
God calling us to minister to the world
around us in bold and exciting ways,
proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ
confidently in both word and deed .
We, your executive committee, are lay
persons and pastors, all of whom care
deeply for the whole church with all its
strengths and weaknesses. During our
most recent time together in March, we
began to dream a little as we shared how
the Holy Spirit is leading us in our current
ministry contexts. We shared about and
prayed for revitalized congregations in
Western Plains District; contemporary
worship planned by a team in Arizona;
urban renewal in Virlina District; the use
of technology in northern Virginia and in
the wider church; dreams of God calling
forth new urban, multi-cultural ministries.
Our discussion, however, quickly moved
to encompass the wider church. In all of
our discussions of budgets and priorities
as the executive committee of the Church
of the Brethren General Board, what are
our hopes and dreams for the church?
As we dreamed, we remembered the
number "300." It's an important number
for the Brethren these days as we
approach the 300th anniversary of
Alexander Mack Sr. and the first
Brethren being boldly rebaptized in the
Eder River, proclaiming their intention to
follow Jesus Christ whatever the cost.
As we dreamed about "300," we began
to ask ourselves, "What would it mean
for the Church of the Brethren ...

T

• to plant 300 new congregations in
the next 10 years, in a variety of settings and worship styles?

• to rebuild 300 homes in New
Orleans, La., in the next three years?
• to have 300 more youth and young
adults participate in a workcamp
next summer than will participate
this summer?
• to have 300 high school seniors
identify their college choice not by
the degree program of the university, but by their willingness to get
involved in the life of a Brethren
congregation near the campus?
• to have 300 current Brethren college
students (at all colleges and universities) commit to starting a Bible
study in their dorm or apartment?
• to have 300 Brethren evangelists
ministering in cyberspace (i.e. blog ging) by 2010?
• to have 300 more people give a year
of their lives to Brethren Volunteer
Service?
• to have 300 newly licensed and
ordained ministers in the next five
years?
• to respond to a call by
Missouri/Arkansas District to sponsor 300 Iraq refugees through
Church World Service?
• for 100,000 Church of the Brethren
members to give $300 of new
money to General Board missions
(home, Brazil, Sudan, Nigeria,
Dominican Republic, Haiti, etc.)
between now and Annual
Conference in 2008?
Each of these dreams is safely out of our
reach. But that's not to say they are
unreachable. To be out of our reach puts
them squarely within God's reach. We
can only reach these dreams (and many
more like them) as God will open doors
for ministry opportunities. And so, we,
the executive committee of the General
Board, call the church to pray for these

dreams, and for the dreams you may
have in your local congregation.
Between now and Annual Conference in
Cleveland, are there 300 individuals who
will commit to praying for the growth of
our common ministry? Are there 300
individuals and churches who will claim
one of these dreams-even commit to
pray for one of these dreams? Let us
know. Send us an email at
300dreams_gb@brethren.org.
The executive committee of the General Board:
Jeff Neuman-Lee, chair, Denver, Colo.
Tim Harvey, vice-chair, Roanoke, Va.
Dale Minnich, Moundridge, Kan.
Vickie Samland, Edgewater, Colo.
Ken Wenger, Lorton, Va.
Angela Lahman Yoder, Peoria, Ariz.

Great Harvest
Church Planting
District o f Illino is/ Wiscons in
C hurc h of the Brethre n

Great Harvest
Church Planting
is looking for
individuals to
start new.
multiplying
congregations of
believers in the
___..__ _ _ __. IL/WI District.
We offer tra ining, coaching, and
grant funds to get you started.

We Can Help You
Explore The Call To
Plant A Church

If you are not satisfied with ministry that
is ·status quo" , if you have a heart for
lost people and God has given you a
desire to live and do ministry in our
region contact Lynda DeVore.

Email: Lynda@ncdb.org
Phone: 630-675-9740.
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c.~ Pontius' Puddle

Anger can destroy health

;I-'
Savor retirement,
free to appreciate the blessings
each day brings.

Ken Gibbie's exposition of Psalm 88
("Getting Angry at God," March 2007)
provides us with helpful insight into our
relationship with God. But what was
missing in the issue on "Healthy living for
body, mind, and soul" was the omission
of an article on the deleterious effect that
undealt-with anger can have on our physical, mental, and spiritual well-being.
As a pastoral therapist, I am distressed
at how many human relationships are
destroyed because of a refusal to take
ownership of one's anger. How often have
I heard, "So-and-so makes me so mad."
But that isn't possible, because no one
can make you feel anything that you are
not willing to feel.
A non-Church of the Brethren pastor who
was a client of mine told me that, at times,
he and his wife went for as long as six
weeks at a time without speaking to each
other. They were both engaging in the old
silent treatment because they would not or
could not deal with their anger in appropriate ways. When confronted about his
anger, he told me that it was not anger
because he was a pastor, and pastors are
not allowed to be angry. (How sad!)
When anger is not identified and when it
is not taken ownership of it has deleterious
effects on our health at almost every level.
The writer of Ephesians (4:25) encourages
us to be honest both with ourselves and
with each other and allows us to be angry,
but not to let that anger cause us to sin. As
a final admonition, he warns us not to give
the devil a foothold by going to bed angry.
Clyde R. Shallenberger
Baltimore, Md.

IN THE HEART OF THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY
Discover Bridgewater and embrace
a fulfilling retirement. Spend time
with family. Learn something new
at the college. Volunteer. Enhance
your fitness. And delight in
the view.
You'll have time, because
lawn care, snow removal
and m aintenance of

your residence are provided-and other
services are available. Enjoy small town living, plus easy access to Richmond,
Charlottesville and Washington,
D. C. Best of all, you'll be part
of a caring community with
priority access to healthcare
services, should you
need them.

Come see how beautiful life can becall Bridgewater today to arrange your personal tour.

@ 540-828-2550 •
302 North Second Street
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Where's our mutuality?
I recently returned from an informative
and inspirational Christian Citizenship
Seminar for youth in the Church of the
Brethren [See May MESSENGER]. There was
emphasis placed on the mutuality of our
Christian experience, first as members of
the Church of the Brethren, and then as
members of our global community. We
were encouraged to begin thinking more
deeply on the matter of health care for all
of the citizens of our nation.
When I got back to Iowa I opened
Brethren Benefit Trust's "First Quarter, 2007
Benefit News" that came while I was away.
The second paragraph of the lead article
reads, "Citing a 78 percent drop in participation in the Brethren Medical Plan (BMP)

since 1993, when there were more than
3,119 primary membe rs, to just 684 as of
J anuary 2007, the committee concluded
that 'the Brethren Medical Plan's medical
coverage component is neither feasible nor
viable in its current state.' " My first
thought was, "So much for mutuality."
How did we miss teaching the concept
of mutuality to our congregations when
premium costs began to rise? Even I
shortchanged my brothers and sisters in
Christ in the plan, congregations and the
denomination, when I, on a leave of
absence from Wal-Mart to perform interim ministries, stayed with t he Wal-Mart
medical plan. In so doing I was saving the
congregation money and making myself a
more attractive candidate.
I have no delusions that we can go back
to a system in wh ich congregations and
pastors and other church agency workers
will participate with the mutuality to which
our understanding of faith once dictated .
The "What's in it for me?" and the "What
is that going to cost me?" ideas pervade
our society and our denomination .
Perhaps what BBT can do is develop a single-payer system. Some of the benefits
would have to be diminished. Still, we
would know that the pastors who are not
fortunate enough to be blessed with being

~

on scale and treated fai rly by congregations
would know that the denomination is standing with them in good health and bad.
Dennis L. Brow n
Grundy Center. Iowa

W hat would J esus think?
I wonder where Lucy Gardner ever got
the idea that Jesus specifically said
"gays, abortion, etc." were wrong (March
2007 Letters). It certainly isn't in the Bible.
I thought her statement was appropriately
located beside "Pontius' Puddle"!
Since Jesus never addressed those
issues, we can only guess what, if anything, he would say if he were living in the
United States today. My guess is that he
would be against most abortions, but not
necessarily all of them. My other guess is
The opinions expressed in " Letters" are not necessarily
those of MESSENGER. Readers should receive th em in
th e same way as wh en differing views are expressed in
face-to-face conversation.
Letters should b e brief, clear, and respectful of the
opinions of others, with strong differences handled in
the spirit of Matthew 18. Preference is given to letters
that respond directly to items in M ESSENGER.
Anonymous letters will not be considered.
Send letters to MESSENGER, Attn: Letters, 1451
Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or messenger@brethren.org.
Please include hometown and phone number.

Stop Comparing
Apples to Apples ...

The

MAX®commitment to preserving and restoring wholeness in the
Anabaptis community is just one of the many unique differences that makes us
an ~orange" among the apples.
Here are a few more reasons why .YQ!!_ should "pick" MAX ...
Preserving W hat You Insure
MAX insurance provides protection for your:
HOME • FARM• CHURCH• BUSINESS • AUTO"
Profits from the insurance program are then used to support the activities of Mutual Aid Ministries .

MAX.
Preserving and Restoring Wholeness
in the Anabaptist Comm unity

.,Available rhro11gh MAX lim1ra11cc Agc11cy, J11c.

Restoring W hat is Lost
The MAX Mutual Aid Ministries program addresses the
physical, emotional and spiritual needs of the Anabaptist
community and extends that support beyond a claims
check when you suffer a temporary setback or loss.

877-971-6300 • www.mutualaidexchange.com
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that he would not find fault with homosexuals since they didn't create themselves the way they are any more than I
created myself heterosexual.
By contrast, Jesus definitely was
against war, and real followers of him
will be also. (See John 13:34-35.)

practices in the secular society.
Apparently none of these issues was
a priority for our Lord. This seems to be
another case of making up your mind
on a subject which rankles you, and
then deciding you read about it somewhere in the Bible.

Ronald K. Stoner
New Oxford, Pa.

Edward Huber
Ambler, Pa.

It's not in there

Jesus preached acceptance

In response to the letter from Lucy
Gardner entitled "Obey all the scriptures":
Ms. Gardner asks plaintively why we
ignore what the Bible "clearly" (her word)
states is wrong, e.g. abortion, gay marriage, sex before marriage. I have
searched scripture high and low, and then
high again, and I have yet to find anything
about these specific issues, particularly in
the New Testament (which after all is the
testament we live by, or are supposed to).
The concordance I checked doesn't even
have the word "abortion." The terms
"gay marriage" and "sex before marriage" are not, as far as I know, discussed
in the New Testament. Even the passages
about homosexuality (another term not
found in scripture) deal with promiscuous
sex, prostitution, and profane religious

This letter is intended to be part 2 of Dr.
Allen Clague's (April 2007 Letters).
Theologian Walter Wink says that the
Word of God is not a book but a person. John's Gospel says, "The Word
was made flesh and dwelt among us."
This, of course, refers to Jesus Christ.
There are six passages in the Bible
that deal with homosexuality: three in
the Old Testament and three in the New
Testament. I will not deal here with the
Old Testament passages; we do not really get our ethics from the Old Testament.
To confirm this read Leviticus 18-20. Is
homosexuality important in the Bible?
Relative to other issues, no it is notwith only six mentions of the subject as
compared to over 2,000 mentions of
poverty and "the poor" (as Rick Warren

of The Purpose Driven Life discovered).
In the New Testament only Paul refers
to homosexuality: Romans 1:26-27; 1
Corinthians 6:9; and 1 Timothy 1:9-10. (To
analyze these in detail refer especially to
the writings of Robin Scroggs and Walter
Wink,) Paul is not accepting of homosexuality; however, we may ask if Paul knew
of homosexuality as an unchosen sexual
orientation or of adult persons of the
same sex committed to each other.
About homosexuality, Jesus said nothing. He did say, "Love God with all your
heart, soul, mind, and strength, and your
neighbor as yourself. For on this hangs
all the Law and the Prophets." And as we
all know, Jesus himself went around
accepting and affirming many who were
not accepted by the main culture of his
day. Also he said, "If you have helped
the least of these, you have helped me."
This does NOT mean that anything
goes, but if we accept as basically true
the insights in the American Psychiatric
Association report, then we must affirm
homosexuals as full, whole human
beings; we must rethink the essence of
the gospel, and dedicate ourselves
anew to Jesus' essential message.
Hugh Whitten
Bridgewater, Va .

Join us ;qt our Annu;ql Conference Hospit;qlity Center to

Pt--oclqim the Powe..- of
GC)d/s Peclce & Justice!
- Bl'ecJk b!'ecJd to celebl'cJte oneness in Chl'ist's body
- Build !'elcJtionships with othel's shiving fol' God ' s pecJce & iustice
- LecJm to provide scJfety for LGBT youth cJt church cJnd school
- Discuss the connections between spiritucJlity, pecJce, cJnd iustice
- MeditcJte cJnd pr2ly
- Conhibute to our "growing wol'k of 2lrf"
- RelcJx with old friends cJnd new
- CelebrcJte with membel's ot:
BRETHREN MENNONITE COUNCIL FOR

ESBIAN,

GAY, BISEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER INTERESTS

Church of the Brethre n

Wom~n•s Caucus
•'-'1«"'$ " <o....,..c,. ,- ,<>t<t,,-.
tc,.;,U;.'i"'~~...-.Lo~
-t1-,~: .. 1
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Loc2ltion: Bc1llroom, Lobby Level, Holidc1y Inn Select, '1'111 Lc1keside Ave., Clevelc1nd, Ohio
Schedule: Sc1i::urdc1y Evening 6:00 pm -11: 30 pm, Sundc1y through Tuesdc1y 7:30 c1m -11:30 pm ec1ch dc1y
Reter to web pc1ges for dei::c1 il ed schedule: www.voicesforc1nopenspirii::.org, www.bmclgbi::.org, www.womc1enscc1ucus.org
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CLASSIFIEDADS
Be a co-participant in the worship service and the com-

memoration of the 300th ann iversary of the founding of the
Church of the Brethren in Schwarzenau on August 3, 2008.
Plan now to participate in a Brethren Heritage Tour of
Brethren historical sites in Europe, plus some "tourist" highlights from Holland to the Swiss Alps. July 29-August 10,
2008. For information please write to J. Kenneth Kreider, 1300
Sheaffer Road, Elizabethtown, PA 17022, or e-mail kreiderk@etown.edu.

Please send information to be
included in Tuming Points to Jean
Clements, 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin,
IL 60120; 800-323-8039 ext. 206;
jclements_gb@brethren.org. Information must be complete in order
to be published. Information older
than one year cannot be published.

New Members
Annville, Pa. : Keith Kreamer, Sue

Kreamer, Fred Yeagley
Charlottesville, Va.: Ashley Abel,

2008 Brethren Anniversary Tours

Ed-Ventures, Inc., a tour operator with over 30 years of experience in European group travel, is offering 3 different and
creative itineraries to Europe in summer 2008, all to include
the 300-year anniversary celebration in Schwarzenau. Each
tour accompanied by a professional tour director and Brethren
pastor. Zurich-Amsterdam (Host: Jim Miller); Berlin-Zurich
(Host: Jim Hardenbrook); Munich-Amsterdam (Host: Fred
Bernhard). For information and brochures call 800-658-7128
or visit: www.ed-ventures.com .
Scandinavia/Belgium/Germany
trip
featuring
Schwarzenau!! Hosted by CoB couple-both pastors as

wel l as professional travel agents for over 20 years. Features
the birthplace of the CoB and also Wittenberg, home of the
Protestant reformation. Only 25 passeng ers, so book early
please. Includes airfare from any major gateway, transportation, all attractions, first-class lodging and breakfast and dinner daily. Personally guided. September 2007 departure.
Phone: 877-456-8769 or e-mail: jnljaunts@floodcity.net.
www.sma llgrouptours.com.
Bethany Theological Seminary, the graduate seminary of
the Church of the Brethren, is seeking applications for two
full-time, tenure-track facu lty appointments in the areas of
theological and historical studies. Bethany faculty teach
online as well as in traditional classroom settings. For more
information, see http://www.bethanyseminary.edu.
Executive Staff The Palms Estates, located in Central

Florida, is a 55-and-over Independent Living Retirement
Community with 71 homes, 40 RV sites, founded by the
Church of the Brethren . This is an excellent employment
opportunity for an experienced husband and wife team.
Responsibilities include leadership and management of the
total operation of the Palms Estates. Candidates shou ld possess strong organizational, administrative, accounting, verbal/written communication, and interpersona l skills acquired
through training and experience. Knowledge of budgets,
financial statements, and computer technology related to all
office functions required .
Qualified applicants need the ability to manage multiple tasks
involving residents needs and concerns, maintain harmonious
re lations with related organizations, insure compl iance with
governmental regulations, and manage a small citrus grove
and maintenance staff.
On-site residence and office provided in add ition to salary
and other benefits. Send resume and 3 references by June 15,
2007, to The Palms Estates at PO Box 364, Lorida FL, 33857.
E-mail
thepalms@tnni.net
Web:
www.cobnet.org/home/palms-estates
PASTORS NEEDED. Congregations in many of the denomi-

nation's 23 districts are in need of strong, trained Christian
leaders who are dedicated to Church of the Brethren bel iefs
and practices to serve as pastor. The available placements are
both full-time and part-time and include some associate/second staff positions. The congregations vary widely in size and
program. A full listing of openings can be found at
www.brethren.org/genbd/min istry/placement.htm. Contact
the appropriate district executive or call the Ministry office at
800-323 -8039.

Brandon Morris, Jacob Morris,
Paige Remley, Jonathan
Schwaner, Thomas Hatch,
Lucille Madison, Ronald
Madison, Guy Maupin,
Rebecca Morris
Defiance, Ohio: Mary Kay
Karnes
Elizabethtown, Pa.: Alicia
Campbell, Gavin Horning,
Taylor Reinhold, Erin
Sollenberger
Hollidaysburg, Pa.: David
Hershberger, Linda
Hershberger, Mike Carey,
Wanda Carey, Derek Carey
Kokomo, Ind.: Mark Stahl, Karen
Stahl
Lower Claar, Claysburg, Pa: John
Winesickle, Rhonda
Wines ickle, Sarah Winesickle
Maranatha Multicultural
Fellowship, Lancaster, Pa .:

Clara Monegro, Armando
Rodriguez, Daislene
Rodriguez, Ana Elizabeth
Thomas, Almehilio de la Rosa,
Adolfina de la Rosa, Mildred
Garcia, Maria Ramos
Marion, Ind .: Cindy Kellogg,
Juan McDan iel
Marsh Creek, Gettysburg, Pa .:
Luke Clayton Bailey, Jack
Michael Cooper, Justin
Zachary Crider, Laike
Harrison Gardner, Jesse
Franklin Gardner, Julie
Wagner, Patsy Irene Carey,
Jennifer Marie Carey, Tina
Marie Carey, Jamie Ann Carey
Myerstown, Pa.: Robert Noll,
Toni Noll, Leslie Noll, Lindsay
Noll
Parker Ford, Pa. : Howard Porter,
Wes Trumbauer, Betty
Trumbauer, Jim Hollen, Betty
Hollen , Linda Wood, Diane
Schankweiler, Leonard
Shaner, Jr.
Roaring Spring, Pa. : Dan
Emerick, Carol Emerick, Holly
Emerick
Rummel, Windber, Pa. : Rose
Morway
Shippensburg, Pa.: Lydia Baker,
Kendall Beltz, Adam Nehf,
Samantha Shoemaker, Nancy
Jamieson
Trinity, Sidney, Ohio: Sheila
Mouk, Richard Mouk, Tracey
Mouk, Brent Swearingen,
Libbey Swearingen, Valerie
Sharp
Troy, Ohio: /ah Dominique
Batdorf, Rachel Gevedon
Westernport, Md.: Terry Apple
Woodbury, Pa .: Kyler Teeter,
Bonnie Rice
Zion Hill, Columbiana, Ohio:
Bonnie Conrad, Melissa
Bomberger

Wedding
Anniversaries

Licensings
Arbogast, Danny E., II , Shen.

Burket, Wilbert and Ethel, Bakers

Summit, Pa., 60
Clement, William and Evelyn,
Trappe, Pa., 70
Frederick, Carlyle and Juanita,
Goshen, Ind. , 60
Gartzke, Don and Juanita,
Roanoke, Va ., 60
Hall, George Elwood and
Kathryn, Charlottesville, Va.,
60
Hapner, Tom and Linda,
Pennville, Ind. , 50
Heimbach, Alton and Marie, New
Cumberland, Pa., 55
Hillfamer, Harry Ray and Lois
Barkdoll, Brethren, Mich., 50
Hunter, Richard and Eleanor,
Phoenixville, Pa., 50
Mahaney, Pat and Eileen,
Northwood, Ohio, 50
Mason, John and Peggy,
Charlottesville, Va., 50

Deaths
Barnhart, Opal, 81 , Greenville,

Ohio, March 10

Dist. (Durbin, W.Va .), Marola
25
Arbogast, Michelle, Shen. Dist.
(Durbin, W.Va.) , March 25
Hershberger, Stephen C. , Mid.
Pa. Dist. (Roaring Spring,
Pa.) , March 18
Jewell, Terry, Shen. Dist.
(Knight's Chapel,
Barboursville, Va.), Marola J8
Kreighbaum, Jason M., S/iC ln<ll.
Dist. (White Branch,
Hagerstown, Ind .) , Mwoh HS
Lovelace, Paul, Pac. S.W. Dist.
(Pomona Fellowship, Pomona,
Calif.) , March 25
Sondermann, Martin W., Pac.
S.W. Dist. (New Harvest
Community, Lindsay, Calif.),
March 11
Welch, Dawna, Pac. S .W. Dist.
(La Verne, Calif.), March 18

Ordinations

Bennett, Claire, 88, Chicago, Ill.,

March 11

DiMarco, Anthony, Ill./Wis. Dist.

Burriss, W. Russell, 96, La Verne,

(Polo, Ill.) , March 11

Calif., March I 7
Butson , Robert E., 93, Jennings,
La., Feb. 23
Clark, Donald, 78, Salem, Ohio,
March 11
Eshelman, Leslie Duane, 64,
New Enterprise, Pa ., March 5
Figueroa, Axel, 13, Sain t
Petersburg, Fla. , March 11
Fike, Jeanette, 96, Saint
Petersburg, Fla., March 3
Foster, Blanche, 93, Roanoke,
Va., Feb. 25
Gilmore, Judith, 65, Ashland,
Ohio, March 9
Good, James F., Jr., 59, Brandon,
Fla., March 24
Goughnour, Joseph H., 85,
Woodbury, Pa., Feb. 21
Ihrig, Glen C., 95, Warsaw, Mo.,
July 13, 2006
Lunkley, Rozella M., 87 ,
Sweetser, Ind., Feb. 23
Martin, Josephine ) ., 84, Troy,
Ohio, March 2 1
Measley, Wilson, 83 , Seven
Valleys, Pa., March 4
Phenice, Wilma H ., 90, Roanoke,
La., March 3 I
Putnam, Fred, 87, Saint
Petersburg, Fla., March 20
Reed, Brenda S. , 4 I, Lanark, Ill. ,
March 3
Ringler, Ruby, 85, Woodbury,
Pa., March 27
Schafer, John, 91, Tipp City,
Ohio, Feb. 23
Smith, Todd, 40, Lebanon, Pa.,
March 7
Strickler, Bessie Mae Huffman,
95, Roanoke, Va., Feb. 27
Taylor, Irma, 95 , Saint John,
Kan. , Feb. 1
Werking, Mary E., 90,
Hagerstown, Ind ., March 3
Whited, Pearl, 89, Salem, Ohio,
Feb. 18
Wood, James W., 96, Roanoke,
Va., March 13
Yost, Barbara, 74, New Lebanon,
Ohio, March 18

Ritchie, Daryl, Shen. Dist.

(Smith Creek, Franklin,
W.Va.), March 4
Stahl, Mark W. , S/ C Ind. Dist.
(Kokomo, Ind.), March 4

Placements
Brubaker, Carl L., associate pas-

tor, Midway, Lebanon, Pa.,
April I
Chinworth, James H. , from chaplain, Manchester College,
North Manchester, Ind. , to
youth/associate pastor,
Manchester, North
Manchester, Ind ., Jan . 1
Dean , Vernon, from pastor,
Woodland, Astoria, Ill., to
pastor, Franklin Grove, Ill. ,
April 1
Deaton, Bo, pastor, Mountain
Valley, Greeneville, Tenn., and
Trinity, Blountville, Tenn.,
April 8
Eckerley, Brad, pastor, Roann,
Ind., March 18
English, Curtis C. , from pastor,
Oak Grove South, Rocky
Mount, Va. , to pastor,
Emmanuel, Danville, Va.,March 18
Huffaker, Michael J., from pastor, Ankeny, Iowa, to pastor,
Williamson Road, Roanoke,
Va., March 19
Jewell, Terry, pastor, Knight's
Chapel, Barboursville, Va. ,
Oct. 1
Krouse, Robert W. , pastor,
Friendship, Linthicum Heights,
Md., March 18
Watson, Mike, associate pastor of
visitation and crisis care,

Frederick, Md. , March 4
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Back to the future
T e question is not one I had ever been asked
:efore. Nor was it one I ever expected to be asked.

I

I was standing in a used bookstore browsing the wares
when a middle-aged woman came up and asked, "Excuse
me. Can you read Roman numerals?"
Why she picked me out for her question I don't know, but
suddenly life made a bit more sense. That time I had devoted
to learning the ancient Roman numbering system in high school was finally
being put to use for something more
than reading monuments!
The woman wanted to know what year
the book she had found had been printed; alas, I had to inform her it was just in
1993 (MCMXCIII if you were curious).
Ancient practices can be useful for
more than just numbering. A growing
number of church settings-both within and beyond the Church of the
Brethren-have been rediscovering
ancient Christian traditions as a means
of developing a deeper and closer encounter with God today.
Author Leonard Sweet has observed such movement in what
he calls "the ancient-future church."
These practices include things such as the examen prayer
of consciousness, lectio divino (closely interacting with scripture), walking labyrinths, silence and solitude to allow more
room for reflection and meditation, and other fo rms of intentional prayer. While the exact practices may vary, all share in
common the goal of spiritual growth and enrichment.
"Perhaps our real task is to attune ourselves to the conver-

aspect of them. Some districts have held "Renova re"' conferences with Richard Foster. A denominational network of spiritual directors has been formed, giving people easier access to
those who can accompany them on their spiritual journeys.
The "A Place Apart" movement in Vermont taps monastic tradition as it envisions Brethren and others coming together "in
seeking to be deeply, wondrously alive in Christ."
The need is there. When Mennonite Church USA staff member Marlene Kropf led a retreat for General Board staff in
January, she noted that Christians are often "parched." If we
do not find regular means of refreshment and spiritual
growth, our lives of faith soon become empty husks.
"Very ordinary things can open up our experience of God,"
Kropf said. "Like any relationship, it requires growth through
various steps .... Each person's connection to God is unique."
In Celtic Christian tradition, these experiences of God are
called "thin places"-points where the veil between earth and
heaven becomes almost transparent, and we achieve
moments of clarity and even wonder. Thomas Merton suggested that when we "abandon ourselves" to God we may
find these thin places more frequently.
Foster notes that the journey to those places must involve
both head and heart: an internal dimension of deepening our
connection to God, and an external dimension of living out
God through our everyday life in the world. Brethren should
be especially well-positioned to grasp this approach, with
inward-focused Pietist roots and outward-focused Anabaptist
ones joint parts of our heritage.
As we head toward a very full Annual Conference with a
number of weighty and potentially far-reaching items on the
agenda, this would be a good time to focus ourselves once

The journey to those places must involve both head and heart:
[

an internal dimension of deepening our connection to God, and an external
dimension of living out God through our everyday life in the world.

sations already occurring deep in our hearts," Northern
Indiana youth coordinator Keith Carter told a recent district
youth retreat focusing on spiritual disciplines. "We have to
desire that we want our life with God to be deeper. The more
you give yourself to prayer, the more life you will find in it."
It may be this quest for life, for meaningful life, that is driving a return to these practices and disciplines. A number of
recent youth and young adult events have addressed some

more on practicing the presence of God in our midstthrough whatever disciplines or practices prove most helpful
and meaningful-and living it out. If our hearts and minds,
our soul and strength, have been prepared as fertile fields for
God's Spirit, we may find new life in our time together.
If that occurs, then Annual Conference No. CCXXI
will be a resounding success, regardless of what else
transpires.-Ed. li!

COMING IN JULY/AUGUST: Our annual combined summer issue will include a look at leadership and authority,
' generations of stewardship, reflections from the moderator, a study of Amos and Obadiah, and more.
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