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ne of the labor-saving devices in our house is a laundry chute.
It starts in a bedroom on the second floor, picks up additional cargo
from a first-floor bathroom, and then dumps its load on the floor in the basement, right in front of the washing machine.
Laundry is one of the few household chores that I don't mind. This has to do
with the instant gratification of easily disposing of a large messy pile, closing a
lid, and then walking away while a machine does the real work. It also has to do
with the years when I carried laundry baskets from the third floor of a dorm to
the basement, only to discover the machines were full, or the summer of toting
clothes down the street to a laundromat. There was even the stay in a remote
village where the washer was a plastic tub and wringer, the rinse cycle was the
nearby river, and the diapers had to be off the clothesline
before the afternoon rain. Thus, I am still grateful every
t ime I do a load of laundry in my own home.
Conveniences such as clean running water are often
taken for granted, but not everywhere or always. Some in
our midst can remember life before this luxury. Many of
our congregational names indicate the importance that a
source of water played in the early planting of churches.
For Brethren this importance could have been both theological and practical, given that two of our ordinances
require water-and plenty of it, the way we do baptism.
Nowadays when Brethren wash feet, we usually aren't
scrubbing off actual dirt. We use water, but the washing is more symbolic than
functional. Nevertheless, we are reminded of many things in that symbolic actrecollection of our own baptisms, service to others, and cleansing of the heart.
"Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" exclaimed Simon
Peter. Would that we approached Jesus with as much abandon!
But our way of practicing of feetwashing, typically just once or twice a year,
does keep us from taking it for granted. It's often enough to renew our commitment to its meaning but infrequent enough to remain extraordinary. In that holy
ritual we are reminded of our need to be washed, just as the Psalmist lamented
in Psalm 51, and we are also reminded of the Easter joy of a clean heart, a new
and right spirit.
If God can remind us of all that with the mundane act of washing feet, perhaps a hallelujah is in order when the next fresh laundry is ready to be folded.
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Off and running
Kansas pastor pursues better health
When pastor Keith Funk began running a year and a half ago, it was to counteract the
effects of multiple sclerosis. Having been diagnosed with the disease in 1996, while pastoring at East Chippewa Church of the
Brethren in northeastern Ohio, he opted
to avoid drug treatment for as long as
possible.
Since coming to Quinter, Kan., in 1998
to pastor Quinter Church of the Brethren,
he has made significant improvements in
his diet, along with an exercise routine
that includes stomach crunches and lifting free weights. In the summer of 2005,
he began jogging slowly on the local
high school track.
Increasing his time and intensity had to
be done carefully, as MS patients are
warned not to pursue activities that cause
them to "heat up" or sweat excessively.
Having dropped 50 pounds since 1998, he
can exercise longer and does not "heat
up" as easily.
Funk has decided to set a goal for himself: He intends to run the Brethren
Benefit Trust 5K race at the 2007 Annual
Conference in Cleveland, Ohio. "Not to
win," he says with a laugh, "but to finish." He hopes to gather pledges for each mile he
completes to donate to the Association of Brethren Caregivers.
Do you have district or congregational stories that might be of inte rest to M ESSENGER ? Send them to MESSENGER, c/o In
Touch, 1451 Du ndee Ave., Elg in, IL 60120 or messenger@brethren.org.
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Total number of volunteer hours given at
Brethren Disaster
Response projects (at
five locations) in 2006.
The value of that
donated labor was estimated at nearly $1.2
million.

Northeast Ambler (Pa .) Church of
the Brethren, with an average worship attendance of 70, invited members and friends in December to
contribute to a "Miracle Offering" to
benefit the church's 2006 budget
deficit and the General Board's
Global Food Crisis Fund . The congregation raised $9,692 for each ....
The annual meat canning project of
Mid-Atlantic and Southern Pennsylvania districts will take place April
9-12 and 16-19 in Ephrata, Pa ....
Western Pennsylvania's first district
auction raised nearly $10,000 for district ministries.
Southeast Jones Chapel Church of
the Brethren (Martinsville, Va.) was
burglarized and heavily vandalized
early Feb. 21. Numerous volunteers
pitched in to clean up the mess ....
Congregations in northern Virginia
held a winter festival at Manassas (Va.)
on Feb. 11 with a meal, exhibits, a
hymn sing, and presentations for
adults and youth .. . . Atlantic Southeast
held a "Growing Faithful Disciples"
district-wide leadership growth event
on Feb. 17 in Saint Petersburg, Fla.
The event was funded by a bequest.
Midwest Camp Brethren Heights
hosted a "Brethren Beliefs and
Blessing Day" for Michigan District on
March 17 .... Brethren Volunteer
Service staff led sessions at the
spring Illinois/Wisconsin District youth
retreat, March 16-18 in Peoria, Ill. ...
An open house was held at the new
Northern Indiana District office in
Nappanee on March 18 with refreshments and tours of the building .

Ozarks/Plains The Missouri/
Arkansas District executive committee
sent a gift of $300 to aid Springfield,
Mo., area churches and organizations
in the cleanup from winter icestorms .
. . . La Verne (Calif.) pastor Susan
Stern Boyer spoke at this year's
Western Plains District women's
retreat March 30-31 in Hesston, Kan.
West Camp Myrtlewood in Oregon
has completed a major project to
install a new kitchen and improve
the dining hall. It received $148,000
in grants and individual donations ....
Camp La Verne's annual banquet,
including a silent auction, was held
Feb. 3 at La Verne (Calif.) Church of
the Brethren .. .. The Glendora
(Calif.) congregation hosted an On
Earth Peace "new Matthew 18
Workshop" event Feb. 24.
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Kidney proves to be
perfect Christmas gift
Alan Patterson may never get a better
Christmas gift than this.
Patterson, a musician and a licensed minister from County Line Church of the Brethren
in Harrod, Ohio, was diagnosed in January
2005 with kidney failure. He immediately
started dialysis until a donor could be found.
That donor, as it turned out, came from a
familiar place. Patterson was working in
Nashville, Tenn., at the time of the diagnosis, but when word got back to his friends
in Ohio, a call came quickly.
He had previously worked as program
director at Inspiration Hills, the Northern Ohio
District camp. One of his counselors during
that time, Nate Ballinger, called the hospital
and told Patterson, "I've got your kidney right
here. I want to give you a kidney."
Patterson has a rare blood type, making
the donor process more difficult, but he
still had faith. "As soon as I heard it, I
knew God was telling me this kidney was
yours," says Patterson.
Ballinger, a student at Bowling Green
University and member of Painesville Church
of the Brethren, jokingly began introducing
himself as "Alan's kidney." Ballinger's stepmother had previously been a kidney donor,
and later needed a transplant herself.
It took about a year and a half to schedule
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everything and do all the necessary tests. In
the end, Ballinger's kidney turned out to be
a perfect match. The surgery took place
Dec. 19 at University Hospital in Cleveland .
"How do you say thank you to somebody
like this?" Patterson wonders aloud. "How
do you give back to them? But every time I
mention it, he's like, 'It's no big deal."'
-Walt Wiltschek

Kokomo shows kindness to those in its community
After studying Conspiracy of Kindness, members of Kokomo (Ind.) Church of the
Brethren were challenged to show God's love in a practical way.
Sunday school classes and study groups have held a free car wash, taken free pictures with Santa, had a weiner roast for neighborhood families, and delivered cookies
to school teachers across the street and to Kroger supermarket employees next door.
"We also sponsor a free babysitting service here at the church one night a month so
young parents can go out together," a report from the congregation said. "For the last
five years, we have offered a free tutoring class after school. Our outreach has helped
us get to know each other better, as well as our neighbors."
Messenger April 2007

Monroeville gets behind
water buffalo project
Monroeville (Pa.) Church of the Brethren in
January sent Heifer International a check
for $3,520 for a gift of 14 water buffalos for
Indonesia. Each Advent and Christmas season the congregation chooses a special
service or charitable project to reflect its
teaching that the church is "in the world
for the world."
It highlighted Indonesia this past year
because of recent natural disasters and hardships there, and to highlight the country as
the site of an international Historic Peace
Churches conference in December 2007. Scott
Holland, lead pastor for the Monroeville ministry team, is among those involved in planning the conference, the latest in a decadelong series in different regions.
Each person, youth or adult, who helped
name one of the 14 buffalos, contributed
money, or told friends and neighbors
about this special project received a Heifer
water buffalo button and card, and other
water buffalo images were used around
the church. Thirty-three family units or
individuals contributed $2,020; the balance
of the gift, $1,500, came from a tithe on the
annual rent received from a Head Start
program that meets at the church.
"Our church board made a deliberate decision to regard the use of our facility by groups
beyond the congregation as a ministry of
service rather than a mere profit-making
enterprise," Holland wrote in a letter to Heifer.

LANDMARKS & LAURELS
• The Fall 2006 issue of McPherson (Kan.}
College Review magazine included a feature titled "Called to Serve," highlighting
Church of the Brethren alumn i who are now
in church leadership positions. It profiled
Jeff Bach, Genelle Wine, and Roy Winter and
listed numerous other staff with the General
Board and other denominational agencies,
as well as four district executives.
• Dave Ingold, director of Buildings &
Grounds for the Church of the Brethren
General Offices in Elgin, Ill., on Jan. 30
announced the completion of a major re-roofing project for the office building. The project,
approved by the General Board, included a
fully tapered roof system, new aluminum
flashing, improved insulation, new skylights
and roof drains, and other needed improvements. Ingold said the project was completed
"significantly under budget."
• Annville (Pa.) Church of the Brethren
is celebrating 100 years on its current site at
Maple and Ziegler streets. Five men gave
$500 each to make the original building possible. An April 1912 storm tore off its roof, and
a February 1947 fire destroyed the building. A
new building was constructed, with Dr. C.C.
Ellis of Juniata College as the dedicatory
speaker. A joint love feast is planned with the
Mount Wilson congregation (which Annville
planted 50 years ago) on April 5, and special
anniversary activities are being planned for
the April 28-29 weekend. Memorial collectibles with an image of the original building are also being produced.
• Community Church of the Brethren in
Twin Falls, Idaho, will celebrate its 100th
anniversary May 5-6 with a special worship and
love feast Saturday, and morning worship and a
picnic on Sunday. Camping and other accommodations are available for those attending.
• Nokesville (Va.) Church of the
Brethren held a mortgage-burning celebration on Feb. 25, marking the paying off of a
building addition begun in 1994. The celebration included a meal and short program.
• Woodberry Church of the Brethren in
Baltimore marked its 100th anniversary with
a worship service and fellowship time on
March 25, under the theme "Celebrating 100
Years of Praising, Praying, Serving."
• Mary Ann Mishler was honored as a
2006 Elder Caregiver of the Year, one of nine
such awards presented by the Ohio
Department of Aging. She has for seven
years been the primary caregiver for her
husband, Milton, who has Alzheimer's
Disease. The Mishlers are members of Troy
(Ohio) Chu rch of the Brethren.
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at times very entertaining exposition o n: the
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Make space for mentoring
B

eing on denominational staff is a privilege at
any age, but especially so as a younger adult. From
this vantage point and the unique opportunities it has provided, one of the most valuable lessons I've learned is the
importance of mentoring.
In our country of self-determination and independence, we
often feel isolated and exhausted by the competitive edge to
most areas of life. While those feelings
may motivate and spark a desire to
achieve, they are generally not helpful in
terms of building each other up and calling each other to use one's spiritual gifts.
Additionally, situations that encourage
competition and independence make it
difficult for us as children of God to
invite others to another way of living.
I'm not talking only about inviting the
"non-churched" to become "churched";
in fact, mentoring is largely about being
an example for those already "within" the church. Check out 1
Timothy 4:6-16 if you don't quite believe me.
"Many things continue to amaze me, even well into the sixth
decade of my life," author Maya Angelou said in Wouldn't
Take Nothing for My Journey Now. "I'm startled or taken
aback when people walk up to me and tell me they are
Christians. My first response is to question, 'Already?' It seems

munity-building through mentoring.
I don't think Jesus ever said it quite this way, but here is how
I'll say it: Recognize your place in the "great cloud of witnesses," and get to work! It doesn't matter if you are 13, 33, or 73.
God needs you to be an example of Jesus' teachings. Formal
mentoring programs are very important and should be encouraged. But it's going to take more than that to continue gathering volunteers to be the hands and feet of Christ in the world.
We must relearn how to relate to each other. We have to
remember the discomfort and fear that often accompany reaching out to another person. We need to talk to people who aren't
our age (or race or gender) and don't do the things we do. If we
can get beyond these barriers, we will discover anew that as
children of God we have things to share with each other.
Indeed, we will discover that we are making life harder than
God intends it to be simply by insisting on our own isolation.
A few Sundays ago in my local congregation, we celebrated
Older Adult Sunday. Because most of my young adult peers
were gone, our Sunday school class didn't meet. Instead, I went
to a special class highlighting the faith of older adults in our
midst. I wasn't sure I wanted to go and be one of two people
under 60. Even though I was warmly welcomed by name as I
entered the class and I knew everyone there, I still felt awkward.
But by the end of the class, I was thankful for the reminder
from God. Living with many questions unanswered in my life,
I chase after a sense of God's peace much more often than I

I was reminded once again that our strength does not come from familiarity or homogeneity,
as we so often assume. Our

strength as a body of Christ comes from what

[ we can learn from each other's faith journeys and life experiences.
to me a lifelong endeavor to try to live the life of a Christian."
It's really Jesus' fault. It all started with his various invitations to
"Come and see." He didn't write an operations manual or a job
description or get so wrapped up in his work that he didn't have
time to show someone else what he was doing. He invited others
to learn first-hand. Jesus was constantly mentoring others.
When our church began growing in the United States, communities were tight-knit. Elders were formally responsible for
mentoring those in the congregation as they matured as
Christians. Informally, people farmed together, raised children
together, prayed together, and ate together.
Time passed, and times have changed. Our identity isn't as
closely tied to agriculture as it once was. We work outside of
the home and outside of our family units more than ever
before. Even church responsibilities contribute to overstuffed
schedules. We must work hard to build community within a
congregation, and too often we don't take the time to be an
example to one another.
Are we forgetting one of Jesus' most basic teachings and,
consequently, one of the most basic parts of our identity as
followers of Jesus? As we near our 300th anniversary as a
denomination, we must not lose sight of our heritage of comMessenger Apri l 2007

grasp it. While listening to the older adults, however, I was
struck by how much of the Spirit's peace and strength they
had experienced even in the midst of suffering and confusion.
It was refreshing to hear what is most important to their faith
and their lives. It was wonderful to see their smiles, hear their
jokes about aging, and feel their gracious hospitality.
I was reminded once again that our strength does not come
from familiarity or homogeneity, as we so often assume. Our
strength as a body of Christ comes from what we can learn
from each other's faith journeys and life experiences. Therefore,
to become stronger we must share ourselves with others and
show each other little bits of the way we've discovered.
This week, get over your discomfort and start a conversation
with someone in your congregation with whom you don't often
interact. Whether that person is a child, teenager, new parent, or
older adult, see if you don't discover some way in which you are
connected. Concentrate on reflecting the love of Christ to the
other person, and try to absorb the love of Christ that is being
offered to you in return. Be an example to one another! li!
Becky Ullom is director of Identity and Relations for th e Church of t he Brethren
Genera l Board in Elgi n. Ill.

QUOTEWORTHV

''l'd like
everybody to take
a deep breath, and
let everybody who
has breath today
praise God.''
-Larry Lynn, pastor of Lady Lake (Fla.) Church of God. He was leading

worship amid the remnants of his congregation•s sanctuary.
destroyed by a tornado two days earlier (CNN).

"Conforn:iity ... is never the outcome of
Christian practice; oddity is the outcome of
Christian practice."
- Princeton (N.J .) Theological Seminary professor Kenda
Creasy Dean, writing in the book Practicing Passion:
Youth and the Quest for a Passionate Church

"Divisive issues need to be considered
thoughtfully and prayerfully, and without the
public diatribes that injure other disciples of
the one church, the Body of Christ."
-United Methodist Church Northern Illinois Conference
bishop Hee-Soo Jung, writing in The United Methodist Reporter

"Keeping silence is work indeed. It goes
against our obsessive need to communicate,
socialize, produce, achieve. It is a
confrontation with our emptiness, selfdeceptions, even self-image .. . . From silence
emerges the most natural expression before
the divine mystery: awe and speechlessness."
-Roger F. Repohl, director of music at Our Lady of Victory
Church in the Bronx. He was quoted by Martin Marty in Context.

CULTUREVIEW
• A new ecumenical survey by
Cooperative Congregational
Studies Partnership found, "A
plan to recruit and incorporate
newcomers, clarity of mission and
ministry, contemporary worship,
involvement of children in worship, geographic location, a website, and the absence of conflict
are key factors in why some
congregations in America are
growing," according to an
Episcopal News Service report.
• The National Council of
Churches USA (NCC) and 20 faith
organizations are part of 100
national civil rights, education,
and disability advocacy groups
calling for major changes in the
"No Child Left Behind" law.
The "Joint Organizational
Statement" outlines 14 recommended changes. Details are at
www.edaccountability.org.
• The National Association of
Evangelicals (NAE) in January
selected W . Todd Bassett, former
nationa l commander of the
Salvation Army, as its new executive d irector. Bassett had been a
member of the NAE's executive
committee for four years.
• Washingtonpost.Newsweek
Interactive has introduced
"OnFaith," moderated by

Washington Post writer Sally Quinn
and Newsweek edito r Jon
Meacham. It is to be a "global interactive platform to encourage intelligent and respectful conversations
on religion and faith." Responses
from a panel of contributors will be
posted at http://newsweek.washingtonpost.com/onfaith .
• Worsh ipers who attend services
in independent house churches
report higher levels of satisfaction
than those attending conventional
church services, according to a
new study by The Barna Group. It
showed 68 percent of house
church attenders were "completely
satisfied" with the leadership of
their church, compared to 49 percent of those attending conventional church services (RNS).
• The American Society of Church
History awarded the Albert C.
Outler Prize to Rev. Canon Dr.
John Nurser for his book, For All
Peoples and All Nations: The
Ecumenical Church and
Human Rights (Georgetown
University Press, 2005). The
award is given to the
author of the best boo k
published in the two
previous calendar
years in ecumenical
church history.

JUST FOR FUN: TOP 10
THE SILVER SCREEN This is a reel top 10 list-the top 10 movies of 2006, as
determined by the US Catholic Bishops. It was comp iled by reviewers Harry Forbes
and David Dicerto for the US Bishops' Office for Film and Broadcasting, and di stri buted by Re ligion News Service. The films, in alphabetical o rder, are:

"If Anabaptist stories are about anything, they
are about weakness triumphing over strength,
about unlikely and imperfect communities of
faith becoming agents of witness to God's
inbreaking peaceable reign."
-Gerald Biesecker-Mast. professor of communication at Bluffton {Ohio)

University, writing in the January 2007 issue of Mennonite Quarterly Review

"The seeds, earth, air, and water are
blessings that God has given us."
-Bishop Thomas of the Coptic Orthodox church in Egypt,
discussing a new ecology/irrigation project beginning
in his country (MCC News Service)

Akee/ah & the Bee
Babel
Flags of Our Fathers/Letters From two Jima
Joyeux Noel
Little Miss Sunshine
Miss Potter
The Pursuit of Happyness
Sophie Scholl
The Painted Veil
United 93
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(The bishops also released a list of the year's top 10 "family films": Cars,
The Nativity Story, Aquamarine, Charlotte 's Web, Eight Below, Everyone 's
Hero, Flicka, Happy Feet, Lassie, and Opal Dream.)
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BELIEVERS BAPTISM OFFERS

AN IMMERSION IN

BRETHREN ORDINANCE IS A CENTRAL PIECE OF
BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST

by Chris Bowman

W,.

attend;ng Bethany Theolog;cal Sem;na,v,

a friend of mine served as on-call chaplain at a Catholic hospital.
On e night he was called to Labor and Delivery. A premature
baby had died, and the family requested that a chaplain now
baptize the not-yet-fully-formed baby. The Brethren chaplain
faced a choice: perform the ceremony and violate the principles
of his faith tradition, or refuse to perfo rm the ceremony and violate those of the family.
Baptizing infants is not something Brethren do. Breaking from
the orthodoxy of their day, the first Brethren reserved baptism
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for adults. Their decision was based on a careful reading of the
New Testament (where no infant baptism is recorded), and it was
in keeping with writings of the earliest church tradition, but it
was not an easy choice .
Re-baptizing adults and withholding children from state-spon sored infant baptism exposed our spiritual ancestors to great
danger. They faced fines, imprisonment, or worse. Yet their faithful reading of scripture led them to the waters of baptism regardless of the risk. They simply wanted to do what Jesus told them
to do- whatever the cost. For Brethren, baptism is an ordinance

B
APTISM IS THE PUBLIC WITNESS Of SOMETHING
GOD IS DOING IN THE LIFE OF AN INDIVIDUAL. WE ARE
RECOGNIZING A PERSON'S CONFESSION OF FAITH, AND
WE ARE CELEBRATING THE NEW LIFE OF THIS PERSON
WITHIN THE BODY OF CHRIST.

{ordered by God) rather than a "sacrament" {sacred action).
While we do not always agree on the age at which a child
becomes an "adult" for purposes of baptism (18 years or older
for ea rly Brethren; 12 or even younger today) , we do agree that
those be ing baptized should be able to hear, understand, and
respond to t he Good News for themselves. This is why it is
called "believers baptism." Since Jesus asked his followers to
"count the cost" before they take up their cross to follow him
{Luke 14:28), candidates for baptism should at least be old
enough to count.
J esus did not baptize anyone {John 4:2). Yet he spoke of baptism in two ways-one literal and one figurative. In Matthew
and Mark, the risen J esus literally commissioned his followers
to make d isciples by baptizing and teaching "all that [he] commanded." Paul also saw his min istry as one of teaching and
proclaiming rather than bapt izing (1 Cor. 1:17), yet his letters
and references in the book of Acts show that the earliest church
saw bapt ism as essential.
In the conve rsation with Nicodemus {John 3), Jesus explains
that "no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born
of water {i.e. born from flesh) and Spirit {born from above)." The
wate r of physical birth and the water of spiritual birth come
together in the water of baptism . Titus says that through the loving kindness of God, "He saves us . ..
th rough the wate r of rebirth and renewB,eth,enHisto,icalUb,a,yandA<ehives

tion of the Spirit's presence following the baptism; at other
times the Spirit is obviously active in a person's life before the
baptism {Acts 10:47).
It would be foolish to ask "which dunk does it?" Brethren are
careful to emphasize that the new life, the forgiveness of sin,
and the presence of the Holy Spirit are not created by us in the
baptism. The church may hold the keys to the baptistry, but it is
God who stirs the water. Our work with water and Word does
not create or control the spiritual grace; God does.
Baptism is the public witness of something God is doing in
the life of an individual. We are recognizing a person's confession of fa ith, and we are celebrating the new life of this person
within the Body of Christ. This is the first question asked of baptismal candidates: "Do you believe that Jesus is God's Son and
trust him as your Savior and Lord?" While the specific wording
may change slightly from church to church, this is the point at
which we all begin: "Do you believe?"
Baptism into this faith in Jesus Christ is not to be taken lightly.
In fact, when Jesus speaks of baptism figuratively he speaks of
baptism into death. In Mark 10:38-39, Jesus said to his disciples,
"Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with
the baptism that I am baptized with?" {See also Luke 12:50.)
The symbo lism is powerful, and the water-for some-can be

al by the Holy Spirit" {Titus 3:5).

A VISIBLE SIGN
As do ot he r Christians, Bret hren see
baptism as an "outward and visible sign
of an inwa rd and spiritual grace."
Bret hren, however, find in scriptu re a
particula r baptisma l pattern . We assume
a kneeling position in the waist-high
water and are immersed forward three
t imes: in t he name of the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. Hi storical ly, some
observers called us "Dun kers."
Following the third d u nk, and while
st ill in the water, the officiate lays hands
on the head of the new Christian.
Praye rs are raised asking for the forgiveness of sin and the presence of the Holy
Spi rit. Sometimes there is a manifestaMessenger April 2007

tion; nor will we bow to the violent call of the god of war. We
seek instead to adopt a different way of living, one cast from the
mold of our Lord in simplicity, humility, and love.
This can be difficult. While Brethren are no longer tortured for
their faith, baptism is not without consequences. Enlisting as a
disciple of Jesus means taking stands that may be unpopular in
our culture. It is not simply a once-and-done, eternal fire-insurance policy secured so we can keep living by our culture's priorities. Baptism holds a commitment to live as a follower of Jesus.
Falling into step with Jesus makes one fall out of step with
"reality." We become a bit peculiar, because when we step out of
the water we step into the Kingdom. No longer a citizen of a country, we are children of the King. We are switching allegiances.
And we do not do this alone. People cannot baptize them selves. Baptism is not done in private; the congregation is
both witness and participant in this event. In the third and
final vow given prior to baptism we promise to be a faithful
member of the Body of Christ and the specific church we are
joining. Not only are we all baptized into one Body of Christ (1
Cor. 12:13, Eph. 4:4-5), we are also being baptized into a particular, local congregation.
To emphasize the importance of this communal life, some
churches read Matthew 18 before baptism as a model for reconciliation. We are agreeing as a family of faith to deal with conflict
directly, as Jesus taught. Passive-aggressive or third-party battle
plans are to be cast aside. We are in this together.

GRACE IN IMPERFECTION
frightening. We bow forward as Jesus did when he died on the
cross, and we are buried as the water covers us completely.
Then we are raised up, out of the watery grave, into a new life.
Paul says, "Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of
life" (Rom. 6:4). Baptism is first a confession of faith in Jesus
Christ; it is also a promise to do something about it-to live differently because of it. After being baptized, tax collectors and
soldiers were told to live differently, too (Luke 3:12). Hearing,
understanding, and believing changes us.

A NEW BEGINNING
So the second question asked prior to baptism recognizes this
change: "Do you repent of your sins and promise to live in keeping with the teachings and spirit of Jesus?"
Water baptism symbolizes being washed clean. Similar to the
Jewish practice of baptism for the forgiveness of sin (Matt. 3:6),
we repent and are forgiven. And we promise, with God's help, to
live in keeping with the Spirit and teaching of Jesus. We will no
longer bow to materialism and the god of goodies; nor will we
yield to the temptations of self-righteous or self-centered ambi-

I
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For a recent baptism in the Oakton congregation 10 of us made
the six-mile round-trip hike down the Nicholson Hollow Trail in
Shenandoah National Park to baptize our newest member in the
Hughes River. As the diverse group made its way through the
woods and helped each other across the creek, it struck me how
dissimilar we were. A peace activist was being helped across the
creek by a man who works for a defense contractor. The airline
pilot was in discussion with the retired public school counselor.
The life-long progressive Brethren was talking scripture with our
King James specialist.
What in the world would bring such a peculiar group together?
To use a grammatical term, we were the imperfect aspect of
the present tense. It is the gathering of imperfect people celebrating an ongoing grace in the present time. The gathered
believers, together, carry the symbol of grace. For Brethren in
baptism (as in all ordinances and rites), the pastor serves to
enact the will of the congregation. It is not the pastor who is
baptizing the candidate into new life; it is the church itself. The
pastor is simply the conduit of expression for the community of
faith.
Sometimes the church stresses the importance of this event
with an immobilizing seriousness. We take our calling to "bind

LESE

NEW BELIEVERS DID NOT
HESITATE. THEY SIMPLY SAID "YES" AND
STARTED ON THIS JOURNEY OF FAITH.
THEY WOULD GROW. THEY WOULD
LEARN. THEY WOULD STUMBLE AND FALL
(AND GET BACK UP). BUT SURROUNDED BY
SO GREAT A CLOUD OF WITNESSES, THEY
WERE NOT ALONE.
and loose" quite seriously. We generally offer a preparatory
class to help in "teaching them all [Jesus has] commanded."
Thankfully so. Like marriage, baptism is a decision not to be
entered into lightly.
Yet, also like marriage, baptism celebrates something that "is
not yet" as much as something that "is." Faith is also lived into.
And while we would not profess to have the oratory power of
Peter and Paul, we are encouraged by how quickly and freely
they brought people to baptism. It seems there was no "30-day
cooling off period" required to be baptized. While it is essential
that the candidates hear, understand, and accept the Good News
for themselves, we need not wait until the stars align or the faith
of the individual achieves perfection before we enter the baptismal waters. This ordinance celebrates an inner grace, not an
inner perfection.
A TV program recently highlighted the work of an architect

LEARN MORE
• The World Council of Churches in the 1980s published a
paper ori Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry, and
invited den.o minational response. Annual Conference
adopted a Church of the Brethren response in 1987. It is
available in PDF form at www.brethren.org/ac/ac_statements/87BaptismEucharistMinistry.pdf. The section on
baptism is on pages 10-6 to 10-13. The Brethren
response begins on page 10-41. Numerous other Annual
Conference statements on baptism have also been
adopted, most in the 1800s and early 1900s.
• Brethren Press resources on baptism include "The
Meaning of Baptism" (a set of pamphlets) by William M.
Beahm; the DVD "Journey-in Jesus' Way," produced by
David Sollenberger; and the youth Generation Why
Bible study "Testing the Waters." All are available at
www.brethrenpress.com, or call 800-441-3712.

who designed and built curve-walled, adobe houses. None of
the walls were perfectly straight. None would pass the test of a
laser level or a mason's plumb. So they asked about the lack of
straight walls in his free-form houses and the architect responded, "It is better to have grace without perfection than to have
perfection without grace."
After hearing Peter's sermon in Acts 2, the Jews who were
"cut to the heart" asked, "Men and Brethren, what shall we do?"
Peter replied: "Repent, and be baptized ... " and they were!
Paul was converted from critic to crusader in the blink of an
eye. Recovering his sight, Paul heard: "And now why do you
delay? Get up, be baptized, and have your sins washed away"
(Acts 22:16), and he did.
Upon hearing the scroll of Isaiah interpreted in the life of
Jesus, the eunuch in Acts 8:36 said to the Apostle, "Look, here is
water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?" and he was.
These new believers did not hesitate. They simply said
"yes" and started on this journey of faith. They would grow.
They would learn. They would stumble and fall (and get back
up). But surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, they
were not alone.

Back at the Catholic hospital, the Brethren chaplain paused.
What to do? When perfection and grace both struggle for preference, which will win? When two different baptismal traditions
meet in a moment of ministry beyond their history, what will be
the "outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace?"
The nurse said somewhat impatiently, "If you don't baptize the
baby, I'll do it myself." In her mind, baptism was needed. Yet our
calling is to minister to the living instead of the dead. So the
Brethren student looked at the nurse, smiled warmly, and said,
"Will you please perform your church's sacrament while I assist
you? I think we should do this together." And they did. li!
Chris Bowman is pastor of Oakton (Va.) Church of the Brethren.
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WHAT

MEANS TO ME
IN THE FOOD, FEETWASHING, AND COMMUNION,
WE ARE 'RE-MEMBERED'

T
l.

by Vicki Kensinger

he love feast, the feast of Jesus, is for me
a time to re-member, as Jesus himself indicated
with the words, "Do this in remembrance of me." I
choose to separate the word 're-member' intentionally. What does it mean to remember?
Life, as we live it, can serve to disconnect us from
our deeper selves, from the place where love for others and for self resides. Our days are spent seeking
external validation of our worth, in careers, relationships, and material goods. From the time we are
born we are constantly bombarded with ideas and
images that reinforce that we are not (good) enough.
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If only we were more (fill in the blank) we would be
secure, acceptable, loved.
Sometimes it is survival itself that forces us to discount parts of ourselves. We must silence this voice or
squelch this yearning in order to do what we need to
do to be safe, or fed, or accepted-in order to belong.
And so it is that we lose parts of ourselves, believing
they are somehow unimportant- or worse, unacceptable. So it is that we lose contact with that which is of
God within us, our God-given gifts, along with the
voice of Love within that cherishes the whole of who
we are. We become disconnected from ourselves. We

grow disconnected from Love. We are dis-membered.
have callouses, sores, and odors from squeezing into ill-fitAt other times, the pain that is a very real part of life
ting shoes, or carrying heavy loads, or walking on harsh
causes me to lose touch with Love. I can no longer find the
pathways, but we are not so different from each other
presence of God within my days. My inability to see or to
here, either, in this most earthy part of ourselves, this part
feel anything but my pain from the place where I stand
that carries us through life, touching the earth, to be both
makes it seem as if pain is all there is, and I forget how to
soiled and blessed by it.
Finally, the sharing of communion re-members me.
access that place within me where compassion resides:
compassion for myself, compassion for suffering. I judge
Communion. I love that word. It speaks to me of commonmyself harshly. I may become cynical. I may become disality. It speaks to me of community. It speaks to me of
union. I am one with God, with self, with others in these
connected from the goodness and beauty that is life. I am
like a mother in childbirth unable to see the miraculous
moments of shared bread. The presence of Christ in the
and joyous emergence of the child because of my pain. I
bread and the wine reminds me that God is present within
am dismembered once again.
the food of life, somehow mysteriously present in my pain
Similarly, the pain I have experienced as a result of the
and in my joy, and that it all is a feast of Love. I am remindfears and judgments of my neighbors may disconnect me
ed that Jesus ate of the same bread and drank of the same
from the goodness, from the presence of God, within them.
cup as me, cast his own lot with the shamed-like the
I become distrusting of people who are different than me,
shamed parts of me yearning to be loved and accepted. I
because I am in truth afraid that they will reject the presam reminded that Jesus tasted suffering, like me, and that
ence of God within me. Somewhere inside of me, I believe
his suffering transformed his life into a message of Love.
that their different
ways or beliefs or perspectives will make
them judge me as less
OVE FEAST IS, FOR ME, A RARE MOMENT OF
worthy of honor. It
EXPERIENCING THE WHOLENESS WITH ALL THAT ISreinforces my fears of
being unlovable as I
WITHIN SELF, WITHIN NEIGHBOR, WITHIN LIFE, WITHIN
am, and so I judge
GOD-AND OF EMBRACING IT AS ALL IT IS A SATISFYING
them as such in order
to protect myself from
MOMENT OF RECONNECTION, AN EXPERIENCE OF
harm. I want everyone
PROFOUND LOVE FOR WHAT IS. IT IS A MOMENT OF TRULY
to be or think like me
so that I will feel safe.
BEING ONE, OF BEING IN LOVE.
And so, we are dismembered from one
another, and from the presence of God within each other.
As I eat the bread of Christ, I am reminded-that which was
So, how does participating in love feast invite me to represent in Jesus is also mysteriously incarnate in me. As I eat
member? First, as I sit and eat side by side with my neighthis bread of life, I continue to partake of the presence of God
bor, I am re -mi nded. I am reminded that we share the same within each bite. I am reminded that I am participating in the
food of life. We eat of the same sorrows and joys. We
life of God as God is participating in my life. God is not sepashare the same fears and insecurities. We both celebrate
rate, nor distant from me. We are One. I am not disconnected
love, beauty, and joy. In other words, we share in the same
from Love at all. It is contained within my very cells.
deep nourishment that our experiences of life provide.
Love feast is, for me, a rare moment of experiencing the
This food that I eat is transformed within me, to become a
wholeness with all that is-within self, within neighbor,
part of me. Likewise, my neighbor and I are nibbling or feastwithin life, within God-and of embracing it as all. It is a
ing on similar life experiences that serve to grow and transsatisfying moment of reconnection, an experience of proform our souls in some mysterious way. We share in the same
found love for what is. It is a moment of truly being One, of
nurture that is this thing we call life, which has been growing
being In Love . There is no room here for self-recrimination;
and transforming souls, as it has throughout the history of
no ro om for judgment of self or other; no room for any
humankind. And so, I am re-membered to my neighbors, both
sense of separation or disconnection from God, or
ones within and outside the church doors, as I am re-memreminders of my unworthiness. Here there is grace.
bered to the whole of humankind, both living and dead.
And so it is me who is re-membered: lost parts of myself
As I kneel to wash my neighbor's feet, I also am re-memreclaimed as holy. And so it is us who are re-membered:
bering: touching, reconnecting to this previously dis-memlost and denied parts of the body reclaimed as holy. And so
bered part of the body, the body that is Christ. I re-member
it is that God is re-membered, through us. Suffering is
that he or she contains some expression of God. Parts of it
redeemed. Love of neighbor and of self is restored. God's
may be hidden or distorted by pain and fear but it is there
ever-presence, so often hidden from view, is brought into
awaiting a loving touch. I am choosing to honor that presplain sight. Love is here. We are one. Communion. li!
ence in the other, no matter how different from myself it
Vicki Kensinger is a member of Palmyra (Pa .) Church of the Brethren and a gradumay appear to be. But when I kneel, I see that we look the
ate of the spiritual direction program of Oasis M inistries for Spiritua l Deve lopment
same. She has flesh and bones, toes and ankles. She may
in Camp Hill, Pa .
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uttered in polite company, yet graces the pages of scripture more than 100 times?
This same word links entities as seemingly dissimilar as the
effects of global warming on Africans, the well-being of Nepali
girls, the wages of Chinese toy-makers, and the amount of oil
we import from the Amazon . It is a word that gives hope to the
lowly while unsettling the mighty. It holds the key to peace and
security, to human dignity, to environmental equity, andaccording to some texts-to our own salvation.
Give up? J-u-s-t-i -c-e. "Seven letters, not four!" you protest.
Let's not fret over details. What was meant is this: It is a fourletter word in the sense that we are reluctant to use it; it feels
awkward or even impolite coming from our lips. Mention it and
silence, or a quick change of the subject, ensues.
And we might well create a diversion. In many ways, it serves
the interests of many of us not to mention the "J-word," as we
quickly surmise our own awkward relationship to it. After all, we
live at one end of the justice equation: those with the earth's
bounty in hand. Most of the world's people live at the other end,
with little more than their daily bread in hand-and often not that.
An example: The average US pet has more spent on it each
year-about $460-than half the world's people have to live on
in a year. Another: While Americans spend $45 billion on diet
foods and drinks this year, this same year will see 500,000 chil-
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dren around the world go blind for want of foods with Vitamin
A, and 80 percent of them will die within a year.
Injustice-that's what the Bible calls situations like this.
Sometimes it points out the direct connection, as when Amos
speaks of the poor being bought and sold like a pair of shoes,
and of people amassing fortunes ("joining house to house")
and excluding others in their community. Other times it simply
states God's unusual economy-where the poor are blessed,
the rich sent empty away.
And then there's the parable of the rich man and desperately
poor man in Luke 16. Reader beware: This story may contain
offensive theology. Indeed, here we have a God who holds a
wealthy man accountable for the well-being of a poor man
even when the wealthy one had no apparent complicity in the
poor man's misfortunes. In other words, God expects us to
redress the humanity-afflicting wrongs of this world whether or
not we have anything to do with creating them. That kind of
leaves us with nowhere to hide.
Take, for instance, the status of women in places like Nepal.
While as a nation or economy we have little sway regarding
women's well-being in this poor, primarily Hindu, South Asian
nation, does this absolve us of responsibility? This is the society that has the saying, "To be born a daughter is a lost life."
Indeed, there is a 35-percent female literacy rate, and young
girls are regularly trafficked to next-door India for use in the sex

trade or garment industry. And life at home is no picnic: My host
during a visit last year, 21-year-old Roshni Rai of Women
Empowerment, told me that while women regularly call their
husbands "Swami," husbands often ca ll their w ives a word for
" slave." Of course there are ways we can work to support
women 's equality and dignity in Nepal and around the world, but
will we? (The Global Women's Project of the Church of the
Brethren has done so, recently giving a grant to a grassroots
women's organization in Nepal.)
However, most times the connections aren't so unapparent. Take
global warming . The equation is simple and direct: a) We are the
world's largest source of global warming gases (5 percent of the
population, 25 percent of the carbon dioxide); b) As the earth
heats up, it will lead to the deaths of millions of people (storms,
heat waves, crop loss, wider-ranging diseases), the displacement
of millions more (rising sea levels, ruined cropland, unstable rainfall patterns), and a steady loss of glacier-fed sources of water for
up to half the world's people; therefore, c) We bear significant
responsibility for this catastrophe (and perhaps worse, for refusing
to admit or address it) and will doubtless be held accountable for
it by our children, our neighbors-and by our Maker.
Or consider the other examples named above. Eighty percent
of the $30 billion -plus worth of toys sold in the US annually
come from China, where wages range from pennies to dimes per
hour. Corporations and their shareholders reap the profits, while

workers (mainly young female) in China and elsewhere gain little
but a job. Certainly there are benefits to finding one's place on
the assembly line of the global economy-escaping impoverished rural areas, earning income to buy Western goods, gaining
freedom (if a young woman) from the routine of
water/wood/babies. But for the most part these jobs are deadend ordeals of long hours, low pay, and often dehumanizing
treatment- and getting fired once you're in your 30s or you get
pregnant, whichever comes first. I call this the "economics of
desperation"-it's work, but not work with dignity or opportunity. And these conditions are not for lack of profits in this system,
but only for lack of conscience.
And who would have thought we have a connection to rainforest destruction-and the desecration of native communitieswhen we "fill 'er up" at the gas station? A main cau ~e of the
demise of forests and forest-dwelling people in the Amazon is oil
production. First come the companies, then come the pipelines
and roads, then come the poor settlers and the cash economythere go the forests and those who inhabit them.
Until only 40 years ago, the Siona people of northeastern
Ecuador were nomadic. Then came Big Oil. "They pushed us back,
they pushed us back, they pushed us back some more," said
Delio, the Siona shaman who guides our Learning Tours there.
And here's our link: Some 40 percent of Ecuador's petroleum is
exported to the United States. Other important factors in rainforest
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demise: cattle ranching (the main cause for Amazon destruction);
mining; soybean production; wood products; poverty.
As we can see, pursuing justice in our world requires a multidimensional approach. We can and should begin close to home,
with the power we have as consumers. Various options for
action present themselves. One is to consume less, instead sharing our money with organizations seeking to reorder the world
toward fairness. I'll never forget one middle-income couple who
donated $10,000 to the General Board's Global Food Crisis Fund
one year from profit on a real estate sale-and then pledged a
second $10,000 from lifestyle reductions.

A
nother avenue is to seek solidarity with our neighbors, to share their burden as our Lord has shared ours.
After a presentation on the poverty that has created 246 million
child workers in the world, a young woman asked her mom to
feed her on $1 a day for a week, mirroring the $1 a day income
of the world's poorest billion people. Mom went along; daughter
survived- then set her sights on raising $1,000 in the coming
year from her middle school friends for our "Give a Girl a
Chance" program.
We can seek out avenues for more "responsible" consumption
and investment. The burgeoning Fair Trade movement has nearly entered the mainstream. These companies pledge to pay foreign workers a decent wage and create decent working conditions. A Greater Gift (a program of SERRV International) is one
such organization . In relation to investing our money, is it just to
hold stock in companies whose profits rise when labor costs go
down, and who lack any built-in protections for workers or the
environment in off-shore operations?
And then we can look for ways to empower the poor, helping
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them organize, find access to information, and become actors in
shaping their own destiny. During a visit to an extremely impoverished Mayan community in Honduras, we requested a meeting
with the women's group. Turns out there wasn't one-but a
group gathered to meet with us, wondering why we would care
what they had to say. We showed interest in their lives, their
struggles, their abilities; by the next day they had elected officers
and created a list of priorities for projects! Sometimes outside
encouragement can play a key role in facilitating local action.
We also have a responsibility to let our government know that
Christian citizens care for more than just ourselves. For instance,
government agricultural subsidies favoring mostly large US farm
operations can increase poverty abroad, as poor farmers there
cannot compete with subsidized products. (A Heritage
Foundation study put current US agriculture subsidies at $25 billion per year-five times US aid to the world's poorest countries.
Ironically, one reason we have to send aid is that our subsidies
undermine poor-world farmers.)
Speaking of foreign aid, everybody knows the US ranks last
among wealthy nations in official aid to impoverished countries
when measured as a percent of Gross National Product.
Shouldn't we be suggesting greater largesse-perhaps at the
expense of that $569 billion defense budget this year? Which use
of these funds has the better prospect of enhancing our longterm security?
What's the world coming to? Some indicators are improving:
more girls in school; a rising standard of living in traditionally poor
societies, especially near urban areas; lower child mortality rates in
most countries (although still as high as one in four in some
African countries); falling birth rates in many places as women take
more control of their lives (yet according to UNICEF, 500,000
women will still die this year during pregnancy or childbirth).

ll\/HAT YOU CAN DO

But challenges remain, especially in light of the relative affluence of the world's richer classes. A recent UN report told us the
richest two percent of the world's people own more than half the
world's household wealth. As for the rest of us who don't inhabit
that strata- we still have incomes 100 times that of the bottom
sixth of humanity. And for those who think, as some do, that living at that level is somehow satisfying and even freeing, we sim ply need to try it for a while: no indoor bathroom; no readily
available clean water; no mosquito net for our child; no communication, medication, electrification, or transportation (not even a
bike!); sending our child off to work rather than to school-and
perhaps not being able to read ourselves.
Indeed, this mirrors what we found on recent visits to communities in southern Sudan . The two-year-old peace agreement has
brought an end to North-South fighting, but meaningful progress
in daily life is hard to find. "We can't go forward, we can't go
back-we are stuck in the middle," lamented youth leader Stephen
Sarit of Maridi, with palpable resignation in his voice and eyes.
Certainly some solutions seem out of our hands. The struggles
people face are usually some combination of geography, governance, the legacy of colonialism, neo-colonialist economic policies, corporate greed, lack of infrastructure, history of war and
ethnic divisions, the relegation of women to second-class status,
lack of concern by rich countries, and so on.
The re are many opportunities we have every day, however, to
embody the J -word: How much and what we purchase. Whether

Everyday actions to seek justice for our neighbors:
• Global warming is a clear and present danger to the
earth's people, especially the poor of Asia and Africa. The ,average US consumer is responsible for 19 tons of CO2 a year. We
know how to cut back. Just do it!
• Consume less, shop smart, share more. For what the average US teenager spends every week ($100), a girl in Africa can
go to school for 10 months. Check out www.responsibleshopper.org to see how your favorite companies treat their overseas
workers.
• Call on our government to reign in corporate greed
(www.planetfriendly.net), while sharing more of our tax dollars
with the world's poor-for their sake and for our security.
• Move beyond charity to solidarity. Look for ways to visit,
listen to, learn from, and stand with our global neighbors-or
spend some time with someone who has.
• Break the taboo: Use the "J-word" in public-or from the
pulpit. If they ask why you've started talking like that, tell them
you've been reading the Bible.

and what we say to our gove rn ment. The extent to which we see
this world as our neigh borhood an d al l the world's peop le as our
neighbors (the labels in ou r clothes remind us they are!). And
whether we, unlike the rich m an i n the parable, notice our neighbors languishing outside our door.
Did you notice who is given a name in this story? Seems the
only time Jesus named a character in one of his parables, he
chose to name-and dignify-the person farthest from society's
economic and social epicent er, b ut ev idently closest to the heart
of God's concern. That 's just ice for y ou-just call him Lazarus.ll!
David Radcl iff of Elgin, Ill. is director of the New Community Project, a Christian nonprofit
organization focused on care for creation, peace through justice, and sponsoring Learning
Tours to visit our globa l neighbors.

YOUTH MINISTERS SEE LONGING FOR
GREATER CONNECTION TO GOD

M

any Church of the Brethren youth ministers are
sensi ng a hunger in the members of their youth
g roups-and it's not for pizza or potato chips.
The hunger they're sensing runs much deeper. It's a hunger for
relationship: with other youth, with caring adults, and with God.
"More than stuff to do, youth yearn for meaningful relationships, having someone who cares for them and whom they can
care for," says Dennis Lohr, pastor of nurture at Palmyra (Pa.)
Church of the Brethren.
Lohr says that youth quickly see through congregations who
just look at youth ministry as an outreach project or a goal to
be checked off the list. Instead, youth are looking for people
who will take time to "really see " them. "Quit thinking about
numbers and starting building relationships" with the youth
already there now, he says.
That matches the experie nce of Rex Holdeman, youth and
family life pastor for Union Center Church of the Brethren in
Nappanee, Ind. Holdeman says many youth come to church
looking for a place where they are wanted and supported.
"Youth today are struggling to find someone who understands what they're going through and to be able to talk to,"
he says. "If their church doesn't respond, they don't have any
problem going somewhere else that does."
Rich Troyer, pastor of youth and family ministries at
Middlebury (Ind.) Church of the Brethren, describes it as a shift
from youth ministers who are program directors to ones who
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are spiritual directors. He constantly sees youth who are longin g to ex perience the presence of God in their lives.
"How I see that playing out in the field of youth ministry is to
be more intentional about equipping students with the tools to
practice that presence," Troyer says. He points to terminology
used by author Kenda Creasy Dean, who urges churches to
move their youth ministries from the "shallow end of the pool"
to the spiritually deep end.
"That comes through practicing the presence of Christ," Troyer
says. "That comes from teaching our youth and adults 'how to
swim' in the world of faith, and being there to throw them a life
preserver when they need it, and to dive in and swim with them."
He and Northern Indiana District youth coordinator Keith
Carter used that tool -centered approach, as described in Mark
Yaconelli's book Contemplative Youth Ministry, with a junior
high camp at Indiana's Camp Mack this past summer. Practices
and disciplines like contemplative prayer, lectio divina (a close,
meditative reading of the Scriptures to encounter words and
phrases in a fresh way), praying with others, silence, and serving one another formed the focus.
They found that most campers responded quite well.
"One said, 'I never knew if I slowed down I'd be able to find
God.' Another wrote, 'I'm not too young to know that God is
alive and well in my life,'" says Carter, who is also director of
children and youth at the Goshen (Ind .) City congregation . "It
changes the way you do ministry."

Troyer says he enjoys "watching those moments of discovery"
in youth, "those God moments when things suddenly get real
with them in regard to life and faith."
The challenge, he and others say, is to integrate the practices that
lead to such discoveries throughout the church, not just in the youth
group. Adults, often more "settled" in their faith, can be less open or
less aware in encountering those spontaneous experiences of God.
And if youth find that church after high school doesn't have the
same passion or means of expression they have found during
their adolescent years, they can struggle with finding their place.
It speaks to a need for intergenerational involvement in youth
ministry: involving adults of all ages in mentoring (including
older adults with their gifts of experience and spiritual maturity),
praying together, tapping the gifts of youth for worship and other
ministries, being open to new ideas.
"The more connections (youth) have with different aspects of the
church, the less likely they are to leave after commencement," says
Maria Alexander, youth minister at Anderson (Ind.) Church of the
Brethren. "The more of the church that is connected to the youth,
the more they will see the church for what it is supposed to be."
Overall, the youth ministers interviewed said they felt the
denomination was on the right track when it comes to youth ministry. They say events like National Youth Conference, Christian
Citizensh ip Seminar, and summer workcamps provide spiritually
enriching and life-changing experiences for youth in the broader
context of the church.
They also gave high marks to a national Youth Workers Summit
held in Orlando in November, planned by the National Council of
Churches and 11 partner denominations, including the Church of
the Brethren. About two dozen Brethren attended, hearing
Yaconelli lead four worship-based sessions. Holdeman called it "a
huge step in the right direction."
Several expressed a wish that similar experiences for connection,
training, and spiritual refreshment of youth ministry professionals

LEARN MORE
For further reading:
Contemplative Youth Ministry: Practicing
. the Presence of Jesus, by Mark Yaconelli
(Zondervan, 2006)
The Godbearing Life: The Art of Soul
Tending for Youth Ministry, by Kenda
Creasy Dean and Ron Foster (Upper
Room Books, 1998)

could be offered on the district and regional levels. They expressed
hope, too, that youth ministry in the church can continue to "look
outside the box" and be part of "cutting-edge conversations" in
the field in ways that are still uniquely suited to Brethren.
Always at the center, though, remains the call to connect youth
to Jesus Christ, and to walk with those youth along the sometimes bumpy journey. Most youth ministers say they consider
their vocation an incredible privilege-it's the specialized ministry
they want to do, not a "stepping stone" to some sort of "real"
pastoral position.
Nor is that ministry one-way. Youth ministers, while trying to
help youth see God, frequently find they encounter the presence
of God in the youth themselves.
"We often underestimate youth," says Lohr, who has been at
Palmyra for more than a decade. "Youth help me to look at the
world and my faith through fresh eyes. I enjoy exploring life and
faith with these young, intelligent, insightful, and often t imid
expressions of God's love."~

Walt W ilt schek is editor of

MESSENGER,

a local youth advisor, and a district youth minister for

Illinois/Wisco nsin.

Practicing Passion: Youth and the Quest
for a Passionate Church, by Kenda Creasy
Dean (Eerdmans, 2004)
The Sacred Way: Spiritual Practices for
Everyday Life, by Tony Jones (Zondervan,
2005)
Soul Searching: The Religious and Spiritual
Lives of American Teenagers, by Christian
Smith (Oxford University Press, 2005)

Books can be ordered through Brethren
Press. Call 800-441-3712.

Resources and events:
To learn more about Church of the
Brethren youth ministry and events
offered by the General Board's
Youth/Young Adult Ministries office, visit
www.brethren.org/genbd/yya.
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Journe throu h the Word
,._

Daniel:

Tales
and
• •
visions

of resistance
and judgment

Colorful book gives constant
message of God's power
by David M. Valeta

D

aniel. The mention of this
biblical character conjures
up vivid images of lion's dens, fiery
furnaces, writings on the wall,
great beasts, and the Ancient of
Days. Is it any wonder that this book is
a Sunday school favorite?
Add in the moral and ethical messages
of imitating and being like Daniel and you
have a definite winner! It surely is no surprise that the Veggie Tales video based
on Daniel was one of the first produced
in this popular series.
But there is so much more to this book
than moral exhortations and fantastic
imagery. First, many conundrums and
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questions surround it. Is it a prophecy
about the future or a message of exhortation and hope for its first readers? Why is it
written in two languages, Aramaic and
Hebrew? Why are there two literary genres:
narratives and visions? Should we date the
book in the sixth or second century BCE?
The book of Daniel lies on a fault line of
biblical discussion that can cause strong
feelings and heated discussions. We cannot cover all these issues in a short article,
but interested readers can pursue these
issues in the commentaries noted later.
But maybe readers of Daniel agree on
much more than they realize. Daniel and
his friends are surely paragons of virtue

and faithfulness to their God. First consider the "court tales" of Daniel 1-6. King
Nebuchadnezzar, the arch-villain of
Jewish history, has destroyed Jerusalem
and brought the temple vess.els as war
booty to Babylon. Daniel and his friends
are among the exiles that the king wishes
to train for his service, but they negotiate
the exile on their own terms.
In Daniel 1, they refuse to eat at the royal
training table; God blesses their faithfulness, and the king notices their superiority
over his own wise men. Daniel 2, 4, and 5
relate stories where Daniel is able to interpret dreams and visions that no one else
can, and he is duly rewarded for his expert-

ise. Chapter 3 relates the story of Daniel's
friends being thrown into the fiery furnace
for refusing to worship the golden idolatrous image, while in Chapter 6 Daniel is
thrown in the lion's den for his insistence
on praying to God in violation of the king's
command. In both cases, divine deliverance saves the Hebrew heroes.
Pious and faithful behavior receives the
rewards and blessings of God, and many
interpreters note that the foreign kings are
also duly impressed, showering worldly
riches and honors on Daniel and even
giving evidence of having a religious conversion and praising the Hebrew God.
However, there is another level to
these stories that provides an interesting
link to the more judgmental t one of the
visions of Daniel 7-12. Kings are as large
a part of these stories as are Daniel and
his friends, and their portrayal is none
too flattering. In Daniel 1 the palace servants and the Hebrew captives secretly
connive to subvert the king's wishes.
The king has terrifying dreams and
visions in Chapters 2 and 4 th at only
Daniel can interpret. In Chapter 4, the
boastful and prideful regent insolently
refuses to heed Daniel 's warnings and is
transformed into an animal-like creature.
The king rages without end in Daniel 3

scenes by the kings in these chapters
remove any last doubts that these sovereigns are being royally lampooned. Does
a powerful king convert to the God of his
defeated subjects? Every royal action in
these tales is treated with satire, disdain,
and disrespect. By the end of these stories we are laughing at these kings, and
realize that their supposed power is as
nothing in the sight of God.
This is the thematic link that unifies the
message of the tales and visions. Daniel
7 describes an encounter where the Son
of Man and the Ancient of Days dwarf
and subdue the four beasts that so terrify
Daniel. Some interpreters identify the
beasts (and the statue segments in
Daniel 2) as kingdoms such as Babylon,
Persia, Greece, and finally the reign of
Antiochus; later Christian readers added
Rome to this list. The elasticity of these
symbols allows the portrayal of evil to
be identified in very imaginative ways.
Apocalyptic battles rage with symbols
such as a ram and a goat (Daniel 8), and
angelic beings locked in cosmic struggle
(10:13). The visions of these chapters
frighten Daniel (7:28; 8:27; 10:8,5), and now
it is Daniel who needs an interpreter to
understand (7:16; 8:15; 10:10). The arrogant
horn of Daniel 8:9-11 most likely applies to

DANIEL: A CLOSER LOOK
Background: The court tales of Daniel
1-6 are set in the reigns of various
Babylonian and Persian kings of the sixth
to fifth century BCE, while the visions
closely describe second-century BCE
events during the rule of Antiochus IV, a
Hellenistic ruler.
Key texts: "O King, we will not serve
your gods ... (nor) worship the golden
statue that you have set up" (3:17); "I
saw one like a Son of Man coming with
the clouds of heaven. And he came to
the Ancient of Days" (7:13); "Many of
those who sleep in the dust of the earth
shall awake, some to everlasting life (resurrection of the body)" (12:2).
For further study: The commentary
by Daniel Smith-Christopher (a Quaker)
on Daniel in The New Interpreters Bible;
Paul Lederach's commentary, Daniel, in
the Believer's Bible Commentary Series.

where faithfulness and wisdom are necessary to survive, or whethe r life degenerates into war, conflicts, and battles where
there seems to be no hope, the m essage
of Daniel is t o stand firm and know that

THE GREAT HUMAN KINGDOMS OF THE ANCIENT NEAR
EAST ARE AS NOTHING IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, NO MATTER
HOW FEARSOME THEY APPEAR. GOD IS IN CONTROL.
while Da nie l's friends confidently and
serenely trust their God for deliverance.
In Daniel 5 King Belshazzar and friends
drunkenly party using the temple vessels, and the hand of judgment writes on
the wall and terrifies the king so much
that his knees knock together, a euphemism for incontinent bowels. The king is
literally sitting in soiled garments while
his retinue looks on at this ludicrous
scene! King Darius in Chapter 6 exhibits
undignified royal behavior, hurrying to
the place of execution to see if somehow
he can save the prisoner condemned by
his own decree. Final ly, the supposed
pious p rayers and genuine conversion

the reign of Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) and
his introduction of a statue of Zeus into the
Jerusalem temple in 167 BCE. This "abomination of desolation" cries out for the
intervention of God into human history to
right such an abhorrent situation. Daniel 9
draws upon the prophecies of Jeremiah to
indicate that after 70 time periods evil will
be destroyed.
The great human kingdoms of the Ancient
Near East are as nothing in the sight of
God, no matter how fearsome they
appear. God is in control. God will punish
the wicked and reward the righteous.
Whether one lives during a time of
capricious and precarious foreign rule,

"you shall rise for your reward at the end
of the days" (12:3). The folk stories of
Daniel 1-6 appeal to people everywhere
under threat of persecution for their
minority status, while the apocalyptic
visions of Daniel 7-12 are a message of
hope that remind us God is in control no
matter how bleak the present appea rs. li!
David M. Valeta is an instructor in religious st udies at the
Unive rsity of Colorado, Boulder. He has previously
served as cam pu s m inister of M cPherson (Kan. ) Col lege
and as a pastor in t he Northern Ohio Dist rict.
M ESSENGER'S " Journey t hrough the Word" series wi ll
provide a brief overview of a different book (or books) of
the Bible each mont h throug h December 2009. Coming
in May: Hosea, by Graydon F. Snyde r.
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First 1 Vital Pastors' group
marks completion of program
"Thank you for the re-cal l to min istry."
Those words, uttered by a pastor during a closing circle
praye r, capped two years of exploring with colleagues what
it means to pastor with excellence. Many of the 18 pastors in
the circle might have expressed the same sense of renewal.
Sustaining Pastoral Excellence, an initiative of the
Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership funded by a
$2 mill ion Lilly Endowment Inc. grant, aims to give at least
200 Church of the Brethren pastors the opportunity for
such renewal over a five-year period.
The 18 who gathered in Ellenton, Fla., Feb. 12-15 and joined
hands for that prayer were the first group to finish the "Vital
Pastors" (ViP) track of the program. Meeting in small "cohort"
groups, the pastors spend two years exploring a "critical
question" related to ministry. The experience includes an
immersion trip to a destination, often overseas, that helps in
the investigation of that question.
At the Florida retreat, these groups spent three hours
each telling the other groups and Brethren Academy staff
what they had learned in t he course of their journey. One
group studied Brethren heritage; another studied contemplative styles of worship; the others pursued questions
related to mission and developing leadership.
• John Weyant, a member of the Mid-Atlantic District
cohort, said the study of Brethren heritage, including a trip
to Brethren sites in Germany, left him inspired. "We need
t o re-estab lish that passion," he sa id in the group's report,
"and it starts right here."
• The cohort studying contemplative worship, from
Southern Ohio, found inspiration in European churches
finding new ways to reach new generations in a secularized
atmosphere. "The message is strong enough to survive,"
cohort member Jerry Bowen said, "but our churches have
to find a new vehicle to share that message."
• A Northern Ohio group focused on ways to "identify,
nurture, and release leadersh ip gifts" in congregations.
"God gives the congregation the gifts of leadership it
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needs," they concluded. "We're just not always aware of it
yet."
• And a South/Central Indiana group found a "heart" for
mission in Brazil as it looked for ways to develop that same
mission spirit back at home. "If you go home the same as you
left, you missed it," cohort member Bruce Hostetler said, discussing mission experience whether near home or abroad.
As these were the first groups to complete the process,
they were "guinea pigs" of sorts to see how it would all
work. They noted the challenges of pulling the cohorts
together initially and of scheduling the frequent meetings
through the process, but each group expressed that it had
been worthwhile. Humor and laughter permeated the
reports. Many groups planned to continue meet ing together now that the formal program is done, building on the
relationships formed.
"This is a week of deep satisfaction now that we're
here," said Jonathan Shively, director of the Brethren
Academy. "We have really anticipated this first gathering
to learn from you .... This is a turning point in how we
understand pastors and parish ministry. What you have
done has not been just for you."
Six more cohort groups began their study last year and
will have a concluding retreat in November in San
Antonio . Another six groups are beginning their study
this spring . In all, about 100 pastors have now been
involved in Sustaining Pastoral Excellence, most of them
in the Vital Pastors track. Another 18 have participated in
the Advanced Foundations of Church Leadership track,
which brings together cohort groups of eight to 10 pastors for quarterly retreats to study pastoral leadership and
pursue self-development.
Shively noted, too, that the Brethren piece of the program is part of a "much more extensive web" of pastors
connected to the Lilly initiative in various denominations
and organizations.
Glenn Timmons, who coordinates the SPE program
along with his wife, Linda, encouraged this first Brethren
group to spread the message of what they had learned,
and to encourage other pastors to seek the renewal and
reinvigoration they need. "You are ambassadors now,"
Timmons told them, "whether you realize it or want to or
not!"

-------------,,i!f;
Plans are announced for
300th anniversary of Brethren
The Church of the Brethren's 300th
Anniversary Committee has
announced plans for special events
and commemorations of the tricentennial of the Brethren movement. Among them are an opening
celebration this fall in Germantown, Pa., joint events with the
Brethren Church at the 2008
Annual Conference, and a "300th
Anniversary Celebration Sunday"
for congregations on Aug. 3, 2008.
"Our committee views the period from Annual Conference '07
to Annual Conference '08 as the
time of celebration for the 300th
anniversary," committee chair
Jeff Bach said.
The opening event will be Sept.
15-16, 2007, at Germantown (Pa.)
Church of the Brethren, site of the
first Brethren meetinghouse (built
in 1770) in America. A day of worship will be the focus, with Sunday
worship at 10 a.m. led by the congregation, and a service at 2 p.m.
serving as the denominational celebration. Other activities on
Saturday will include cemetery
tours, visits to the site of the first
Brethren baptisms in America at
Wissahickon Creek, tours of
Philadelphia, exhibits, a hymn sing,
and informational presentations.
An academic conference at
Elizabethtown (Pa.) College is
planned for Oct. 11-13, 2007, to
celebrate the past heritage, present, and future prospects for the
Church of the Brethren.
Preliminary information is available from the Young Center for

Anabaptist and Pietist Studies.
The Annual Conference scheduled for July 12-16, 2008, in
Richmond, Va., will include a
joint day of worship and celebration with the Brethren Church on
Sunday, and a joint closing service. A joint event on mission and
the global church will take place
on Sunday evening. The two
denominations will gather under
the theme, "Surrendered to God,
Transformed in Christ,
Empowered by the Spirit." They
will hold separate worship and
business sessions July 14-15.
On Aug. 3, 2008, the Brethren
Encyclopedia Board is planning
an anniversary event in
Schwarzenau, Germany, site of
the baptisms of the first group of
eight Brethren. Several Church of
the Brethren members are planning tours to Europe to coincide
with this event. The anniversary
committee encourages interested
individuals to contact tour leaders directly for more information.
Aug. 3, 2008, also is designated as
"300th Anniversary Celebration
Sunday" for Church of the Brethren
congregations. The anniversary
committee invites congregations
and districts to mark the anniversary with special events. Suggested
activities include district speech
contests for youth on the anniversary theme, "Surrendered to God,
Transformed in Christ, Empowered
by the Spirit," or on the topics, "I'm
Brethren because ... ," or "My
hopes for the Church of the
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Brethren as we move into our
fourth century are ... " Winning
speeches may be given at district
conferences or district-wide
anniversary celebrations. Districts
also have been invited to participate
in Youth Heritage Travel Teams. A
training event for the youth teams
will be offered this month at the
Church of the Brethren General
Offices in Elgin, Ill.
Among resources for the
anniversary are an anniversary
resource packet-including a sixlesson study guide on the anniversary theme and a bibliography of
worship and drama resources to
be posted at the anniversary website-which was mailed to congregations and districts last fall (call
the Annual Conference Office at
800-688-5186 for a copy); and a
children's curriculum, "Piecing
Together the Brethren Way," which
will be made available this year,
suitable for Vacation Bible School,
church camp, or a 14-week Sunday
school unit, and adaptable for use
by youth and adults.
For more information, visit
www.churchofthebrethrenanniversary.org. To receive the
committee's e-mail newsletter,
send a request to Dean Garrett at
garet_poplrgrv@yahoo.com.

April 13-15 Youth
Heritage Team training
event, El::iin, Ill.
April 17-18, Brethren
Academy for Ministerial
Leadership Vital Pastors
orientation retreat,
Indianapolis
April 18 Ministry of
Reconciliation WorkshopEastern Regional Shalom
Team Training, New
Windsor, Md.
April 19 Ministry of
Reconciliation WorkshopAppreciative Inquiry, New
Windsor, Md.
April 19-21 Fellowship of
Brethren Homes Forum,
Brethren Hillcrest Homes,
La Verne, Calif.
April 19-22 Cross-Cultural
Consultation and Celebration, New Windsor, Md.
April 20-22 Regional Youth
Conference, McPherson
(Kan.) College; On Earth
Peace board meetings, New
Windsor, Md.
April 21 Denominational
Deacon Training Event, La
Verne, Calif.
April 21 Ministry of
Reconciliation WorkshopMinistry with Difficult
Behaviors, Myersville (Pa.)
Church of the Brethren
April 21-22 Brethren
Benefit Trust board meeting, Elgin, Ill.
April 23-29 Cover the
Uninsured Week

Brethren Disaster Response
opens fourth Katrina project
Brethren Disaster Response opened a fourth
Hurricane Katrina recovery project Feb. 11 in
Chalmette, La., in St. Bernard Parish.
The program's three other Katrina recovery
projects are in Pearl River, La., and Lucedale
and McComb, Miss. Disaster Child Care also is
working at a FEMA "Welcome Home Center" in

New Orleans.
Hurricane Katrina caused levee failures that
inundated homes throughout St. Bernard Parish
with 6 to 20 feet of water, reported Brethren
Disaster Response coordinator Jane Yount.
Brethren Disaster Response is coordinating
efforts with the St. Bernard project. Volunteers
will do major repair work on homes including
insulation, drywall, flooring, plumbing, electrical
repairs, and roofing.

April 23-May 4 Brethren
Volunteer Service Older
Adult Unit 274 orientation,
New Windsor, Md.
April 27-29 Regional
Youth Conference,
Manchester College, North
Manchester, Ind.
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VlETNAM
Hope shines through
a nation's troubled past

One thing stands out over everything else: There is
hope in Vietnam. From t he recovery from the war, to the
advance of the economy, to the gradual increase in freedom
of religion, Vietnam is a place of hope.
Our Church of the Brethren "faith expedition" in early
January began in the capital of Vietnam, Hanoi, where we
spent time with our hosts, Church World Service (CWS).
Primarily focusing on water and sanitation as well as education, CWS reaches out to many of Vietnam's 54 ethnic minority groups, who live in the outskirts of the country and often
in impoverished conditions.
CWS currently works in eight provinces in Vietnam: five in
the north and three in the south . CWS benefits from a relationship with the governm ent of Vietnam that dates back to
the Vietnam War, when it did not discriminate in its aid.
We visited projects in th e Tha i Nguyen and Ha Tay provinces,
including seven schools that CWS currently supports or has
supported in the past. These went from a three-classroom project with bathroom facilities, to a boarding school at which CWS
has provided funding for numerous hand washing stations and
bathrooms, to a computer lab, library, and greenhouse. We also
visited a prospective CWS project, allowing us to see the
impact of CWS work for these children. Working with government officials on all level s, CWS conducts assessments to
determine areas and schoo ls most in need of facilities.
The second week of the trip-organized by the General Board's
Brethren Witness/Washington Office in conjunction with CWSwas spent experiencing the history and culture of Vietnam. This
was enhanced by the stories of two of our fellow travelers,
Dennis and Van Metzger. Dennis worked for Vietnam Christian
Service (a forerunner of Church World Service) during the
Vietnam War in Tam Ky, where he helped the people find a more
efficient way to harvest their rice crop. During his time there, he

met and married Van; this was
the couple's first trip back to
Vietnam in more than 30 years.
As the trip moved through
the central and southern
parts of Vietnam, time was
spent learning about the
last dynasty of Vietnam,
and visiting tombs of
emperors and the Citadel, or old imperial city, one of the main
battle fronts of the Tet offensive during the war. Time was
spent in worship with the Evangelical Church of Vietnam and
learning about the Cham people (another original group to
Vietnam, and the only Hindu group), providing a rich representation of the people's history and culture.
Although an attempt by the delegation to visit Di Linh
province-where Brethren Ted Studebaker lived and worked for
Vietnam Christian Service until being killed as a suspected spywas denied by the Vietnamese government, the group could not
be stopped from holding up Ted's memory. A brief memorial
service was held in the hotel in Ho Chi Mihn City to remember the
life of a man who truly put into practice "another way of living."
The trip also included a visit with the Mennonite Church of
Vietnam, and hearing the story of persecution through which
its members have come since the war. This followed an emotional trip to the War Memorial Museum in Ho Chi Mihn City,
where we were reminded of the horrors Vietnam had endured.
The experiences of the trip were vast and rich on any number of
levels, allowing us to see the work of faith in action, and the hope
of a people recovering from the worst kind of pain humanity can
inflict on itself. As we see our country embroi led in yet another
war in another part of the world, Vietnam can serve as a reminder
of the hope that still exists for another way.-Jordan Blevins
Jordan Blevins is a legislative intern at the Brethren Witness/Washington Office.

Recent grants from the General Board's
Emergency Disaster Fund
• $60,000 to SHARECircle, a relief and rehabi litation organization working in Angola
• $30,000 to Brethren Disaster Response to open a "Hurricane
Katrina Rebuilding Site 4" in Chalmette, La.

Recent grants from the General Board's
Global Food Crisis Fund
• $25,000 for the Darfur crisis in Sudan, responding to a
Church World Service appeal
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• $20,000 for reforestation, stoves, and cisterns in Guatemala
supporting a community development program
• $15,000 to support the Ru ral Service Center in Akleshwar,
India. A portion of the grant-$5,000-will be used for an
assessment of the center's role in a rap idly changing society.
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• Jeffrey A. Bach, associate professor
of Brethren studies at Bethany
Theological Seminary, has accepted an
appointment beginning Aug . 1 as director of the Young Center for Anabaptist
and Pietist Studies at Elizabethtown
(Pa.) College. Bach also will hold the
rank of associate professor of religious
studies. He graduated from Bethany in
1983 and served for seven years as pastor of Prairie City (Iowa) Church of the
Brethren. He holds a doctorate in religion from Duke University, a master of
divinity degree from Bethany, and a
bachelor's degree from McPherson
(Kan .) College. Along with teaching at
the seminary, he directed the peace
studies program and served for a time
as acting dean. Currently he chairs the
300th Anniversary Committee of the
Church of the Brethren.
• Roy Grosbach is serving as interim part-time director of Information
Services for the Church of the Brethren
General Board. He has more than 20
years of information services expertise
in a wide range of industries and work
areas, and has been a technical consultant helping nonprofit organizations
use technology to further their missions. He lives in Evergreen, Colo.
• Ellen Hall retired March 3 as coordinator of human resources for the
Church of the Brethren General Board
at the Brethren Service Center in New
Windsor, Md. She accepted the position of human resources secretary at
the Brethren Service Center in October
1996. As coordinator, she has worked
on matters related to insurance, human
resources policies, and benefits.
• Athena Gibble and Katie
O'Donnell, Global Mission
Partnerships/Brethren Volunteer Service
workers, departed Jan. 21 to begin twoyear assignments in Brazil. They fill
newly-created positions on the Brazil
mission team of the Church of the
Brethren General Board. The team will
help congregations reach out in service
to surrounding communities and
increase the visibility and identity of the
church. Gibble, from York, Pa., is a graduate of Juniata College in Huntingdon,
Pa., with a bachelor's degree in Spanish
and social work. O'Donnell, from
Marmara, N.J ., has a bachelor's degree
in Spanish and elementary/secondary
education from Juniata.

Saturday, June 30
5:00-6:30 p.m.
• Crown Plaza Ballroom
Cleveland City Center
• Speakers: Irv and Nancy Heishman
Mission Coordinators,
Dominican Republic

Blessing, Bartering, and Being:
Stories of Faith and Life Among the Dominican Brethr en
The Heishmans describe the Dominican Brethren enthusiasm for evangelism, the
challenges of coping with harsh economic real ities, and the lessons learned in t he midst
of a cross-cultural ministry. They are the parents of two teenagers, Timothy and Jennifer.

Al SO:

Hear Bishop Craig Sider, well-known Anabaptist church planter, at the
Congregational Life/Global Mission Partnerships dinner at 5 p.m. Tuesday, July 3.

Stop Comparing
~ Apples to Apples ...
TheN

® commitment to preserving and restoring wholeness in the
Anabaptist community is just one of the many unique differences that makes us
an "orange" among the apples.

Here are a few more reasons why YQ!l_ should "pick" MAX ...
Preserving What You Insure
MAX insurance provides protection for your:
_
HOME• FARM• CHURCH• BUSINESS• AUTO"
Profits from the insurance program are then used to support the activities of Mutual Aid Ministries.
Restoring What is Lost

'IAvailublr rhrough MAX" ln.~uruncc AgCJl')', Inc.

The MAX Mutual Aid Ministries program addresses the
physical, emotional and spiritual needs of the Anabaptist
community and extends that support beyond a claims
check when you suffer a temporary setback or loss.
Preserving and Restoring Wholeness
in the Anabaptist Communi ty

877-971-6300 • www.mutualaidexchange.com
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'Amazing Grace':

Movie motivates activism

D

o you know who wrote the hymn "Amazing
Grace, " and why? I do.
Earlier this winter, I saw a sneak preview (especially for
seminary students like me) of the movie Amazing Grace,
about the life of activist William Wilberforce. He was the man
around whom the British abolition movement coalesced at
the turn of the 19th century, the movement that eventually
(through two decades of work) did get the slave trade banned
in the British Empire. I heartily recommend the movie, which
lived up to even its producer's hype for it.
One of the most remarkable strengths of the movie is that,
like Iron-Jawed Angels (about US
women suffragists), it glamorizes political activism without obscuring the realities of the difficulties of the struggle.
There is pain, there is hopelessness,
there is self-doubt, there is loneliness,
there is mistrust among the community.
There are people saying "Go slower,"
"It's bad for the economy," "People are
too fearful for change," "You'll be
called a traitor," and, most damaging
of all, "Yes, I agree with you, but I don't
think yours is quite the right way to act, so I will work against
you and support the status quo out of my own unoriginality."

OTHER VOICES
iThe National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA
(NCC) is one of 74 groups endorsing the movie. Among
~artnering organizations are the National Association of
Evangelicals, Sojourners, the Library of Congress, the
Salvation Army, and the Faith Alliance Against Slavery
a11d Trafficking. An estimated 27 million people around
the world still live in slavery today, according to the NCC.

change; economic hardship is cited as a justifiable excuse for
inaction against injustice; understanding th e evils of chattel
slavery leads activists to realize the evils of the entire economic system that creates rich and poor; anyone who speaks out
against the national leader is labeled unpatriotic and seditious.
The movie is also packed with tight one-liners. I may have
to watch it again with a pen and notebook in hand to jot
them all down.
Of course, it's a shame that the movie focuses so much on
white people's work to end slavery, and that there is all of one
African character. Presenting the good activism of white abolitionists is the goal of the movie, and it meets its goal successfully. I am consistently disappointed in white people,
though, that we seem to need to have our hands held
through anti-racism work: that we can't just hear the stories
of racist oppression and figure out how to act, but we have to
have it spelled out for us
with
models of white hisIt shows convincingly that the best way to live as a Christian
toric leaders with whom we
is to struggle to end injustice-that political activism is no
can feel good identifying.
[ less a Christian life than a life of solitude . ..
The make-up in the movie
is amazing-the actors realBut in the end, we are right, and we make it through
ly do look 20 years older than their younger selves as they
because we kn ew we would be.
age through the movie. And, yes, the movie has a love story.
The story also makes a great case for overcoming the typical
Oh, and about the song? It was written at the end of the
division between political life and spiritual life. It shows con 18th century by John Newton, a former slave ship captain,
vincingly that the best way to live as a Christian is to struggle
who wrote it as a sort of confession about the sins he had
to end injustice-that political activism is no less a Christian life
committed against fellow creatu res of God. Newton was one
than a life of solitude, and often an even "more" Christian life,
of Wilberforce's friends and role models, and the song
depending on the specific gifts of the Christian in question.
became an anthem for the movement.
The parallels between the movie's time in history and our
Watch the movie and you'll know even more. li!
own are incredible. I don't know how hard the filmmakers had
Au drey deCoursey is a st udent at Pacific School of Religion in Be rke ley, Cal if. She is a
to work to draw out those matches, but it's pretty blatant:
member of Peace Church of the Breth ren, Portland , Ore.
There's a world power defending its empire abroad in a war
against rebels (these "rebels" are in America); the people are
kept in too much a state of fea r to be amenable to social
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ONCAMPUS
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.)
Forgoing the traditional trip to the beach to play
in the sun, 17 Bridgewater students volunteered
instead as construction workers for Habitat for
Humanity's Collegiate Challenge Spring Break
2007. The students, accompanied by campus
chaplain Robbie Miller, traveled to Independence, Mo., March 3-11, where they worked
with a loca l affiliate to lay floor and put up the
framework and roof trusses for a new home.
Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.)
Elizabethtown's Young Center for Anabaptist
and Pietist Studies hosted a special screening
of the documentary The Power of
Forgiveness on March 19. Amish forgiveness
after the Nickel Mines school shooting is featured in the 90-minute film, produced by
Journey Films for national public television
broadcast later th is year. Professor Donald B.
Kraybil l, who served as an expert source for
more than 100 med ia outlets following the
Nickel Mines t ragedy, hosted the event.
Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.)
A group of students is trying to peddle an environmentally "green" program that uses pedal
power to take students across campus, to
downtown Huntingdon, or to other local businesses by organizing a fleet of communal bicycles that can be used by any student, at any
time, to go anywhere. The program, debuting
this spring, has received five donated bicycles
and plans to purchase more ... . Bill Alexander,
vice president for finance and operations,
retired Jan. 31 after serving the college in a
variety of capacities for four decades.
University of La Verne (La Verne, Calif.)
Fami ly, friends, and alumni came together in
the intimate setting of the Sports Science &
Athletics Pavi lion to congratulate the initial
members of the class of 2007 when La Verne
celebrated its Winter Commencement with a
trio of ceremonies Feb. 3.
Manchester College (North Manchester, Ind.)
In memory of the civil rights leader's 1968
address to Manchester College, a bust of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. was dedicated on Feb.
28 near the site of his actual campus speech.
Using the podium from which King delivered
his speech, "The Future of Integration," the college ded icated the 17-inch tall bust created by
Fort Wayne, Ind., sculptor Wil l Clark.
McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.)
More than $2,000 was added to the Pat
Noyes Scholarship Fund on Feb. 16, thanks
to the generosity of the campus community
and others. The family of Pat Noyes, which
included his parents and older brother Dan II,
offered to match up to $1,000 in gifts donated by fans attending the Bulldog games vs.
Southwestern College Feb. 16. A total of
$1,057.64 was collected at the games.

Spiritual disciplines
form heart of Indiana retreat
Northern Indiana District youth received a call to "wake up the church"
at their winter retreat, held Feb. 23-25 at Camp Alexander Mack in
Milford, Ind. About 50 youth, advisors, and staff attended the gathering.
Four worship services centered on spiritual disciplines and encountering the presence of God. General Board Youth/Young Adult
Ministries director Chris Douglas led the group through the Ignatius
examen of consciousness; former Annual Conference moderator Phyllis
Carter looked at lectio divina; district youth coordinator Keith Carter
focused on prayer; and MESSENGER editor Walt Wiltschek discussed spir-

itual gifts and noticing the imprint of God on one another.
Phyllis Carter said that spiritual disciplines are "an encounter with the
living God. Something shimmers out at you ." She encouraged the
youth to be "universe-disturbers," like Jesus and like the early Brethren
who carried out "a subversive act of immersion." The Saturday
evening worship included art stations where participants could express
their prayers in a variety of forms. Sunday morning concluded with a
blessing for youth who chose to come forward.
Seth Hendricks, who wrote last year's National Youth Conference
theme song and assisted in music leadership at NYC, led music
throughout the weekend . The retreat also featured workshops on several topics, evening coffeehouses, games, and small-group discussions.

Bits and pieces
• Registrations for 2007 youth and young adult workcamps sponsored by the Church of the Brethren General Board had topped 600 as
of March 1. A number of workcamps still have space available; a list is
at www.brethren .org/genbd/yya/workcamps/.
• A pair of major denominational gatherings are scheduled in the coming months: Young Adult Conference (YAC) May 26-28 at Camp
Harmony, Hooversville, Pa. (www.brethren.org/g enbd/yya/yac.htm), and
the first-ever National Junior High Conference June 15-17 at Elizabethtown (Pa.) College (www.brethren.org/genbd/yya/NatJrHighConf.htm).
YAC will feature leadership from Paul Grout and a number of young
adult speakers. The junior high event features Tony Campolo, Ken
Medema, and comedy team Ted & Lee.
Messenger April 2007

r,~
FIRST

Pontius' Puddle
oi=

1

ALL, \31LL'/, \1 S

Homosexuality is not a choice

•e:-~•:,n:.q"

1

So W\.\ENDb

NOT ""E-SiER. 11 A.ND "'-IE.'RE
CELE\3R.P..,"t\NC,- 1'"'-E RE$U?..REc:nol-.l.
Oi== c..1-m.1S1, NOT T\-\E \
Ots!Ut--l e:. R E..VOLlY1\ 0~ .

WE: C,-£T "IC
\-1-IOE c.001<..1ES
IN E P-.t.\-\

OT\-\E\:<.'S.
?
l-lf>-R t> 01=<.\VE .

.

;1·

Savor retirement,
&ee to appreciate the blessings
each day brings.
IN THE HEART OF THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY
Discover Bridgewater and embrace
a fulfilling retirement. Spend time
with family. Learn something new
at the college. Volunteer. Enhance
your fitness. And delight in
the view.
You'll have time, because
lawn care, snow removal
and maintenance of

your residence are provided-and ocher
services are available. Enjoy small town living, plus easy access to Richmond,
Charlottesville and Washington,
D.C. Best of all, you'll be part
of a caring community with
priority access to healthcare
services, should you
need chem.

GJme see how beautiful life can be-call Bridgewater today to arrange your personal tour.

@. 540-828-2550 •
302 North Second Street
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Affiliated with the Church of the Brethren

The article on homosexuality in the
January issue of MESSENGER emphasizes
my concern for the response of our church
and that of a lot of other denominations to
the issue of homosexuality. When I read or
hear about such proceedings almost never
does anyone discuss what a homosexual
really is. It seems that ingrained false
assumptions and hearsay prevails.
About a year ago the Altruistic Sunday
school class at Bridgewater Church of the
Brethren asked me and a friend, Hugh
Whitten, to do a study and present the
medical and biblical issues of homosexuality. We agreed. Since I am a retired
medical doctor I studied the medical
aspects of homosexuality, which I presented, and Hugh, after much study and
consultation with a number of ministers
and theologians, presented the results of
his study. I would like to give a brief summary of the medical findings I learned,
primarily from studies done by The
American Academy of Psychiatry and
American Academy of Psychology.
Homosexuality is NOT a choice.
Homosexuality is NOT a mental or medical disease.
Since it is not a disease or illness there
is NO NEED to try to change one's sexual
orientation (and medically it is contraindicated).
Homosexuality CANNOT be taught and
is NOT learned.
Children raised by homosexuals are just
as well adjusted as those raised by heterosexuals.
Children raised by homosexuals are NO
MORE likely to become homosexual than
those raised by heterosexuals.
Child abuse is NO MORE prevalent in
homosexual families than in heterosexual
families.
Pedophilia is NO MORE common by
homosexuals than by heterosexuals.
Homosexuality is "caused" by a genetic
predisposition, heredity, and environmental issues (such as maternal ·hormone balThe opinions expressed in " Letters " are not necessarily
those of MESSENGER. Readers should receive them in
the same way as when differing views are expressed in
face-to-face conversation.
Letters should be brief, clear, and respectful of the
opinions of others, with strong differences handled in
the spirit of Matthew 18. Preference is given to letters
that respond directly to items in MESSENGER.
Anonymous letters will not be considered.
Send letters to MESSENGER, Attn: Letters, 1451
Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or messenger@brethren.org.
Please include hometown and phone number.

ances in the mother's womb), so it is a
product of natural birth. Sexually transmitted diseases and HIV are NOT homosexual diseases but diseases that can
and do infect males and females of
homosexuals and heterosexuals (in fact,
the instance of diseases of this sort are
lower in lesbians than in males).
This information has been affirmed and
reaffirmed by the American Psychiatric
Association and restudied by Charlotte
Patterson, a researcher at the University
of Virginia, and reported in 2004. It is
available online at American Psychiatric
Association/causes of homosexuality.
It is clear to me that homosexuals are
NORMAL people, who are part of God's
children. Jesus said that anyone who
rejects one of the least of his children
rejects him also. My Christian duty is to
accept, love, and care for all of God's children and to assist whenever I can to help
when they are called to God's service.

... A CHURCH THAT DARES TO FOLLOW JESUS IN MINISTERING TO
THEM SOON GETS INTO TROUBLE BY OTHER BRETHREN WHO
[ CLAIM TO FOLLOW ANNUAL CONFERENCE DECISIONS.
member of the Church of the Brethren to
learn from and follow Jesus as reported
in John 8:3-11, and especially verse 7:
"Let him who is without sin among you
be the first to throw a stone."
Olden Mitchell
North Manchester, Ind.

Put our energy into Jesus
Thanks for MESSENGER. We do appreciate
it. I read it through completely before putting it down.
I agree with the letters written in February
2007 by Jerry Brenneman, "Name Isn't

Allen M. Clague, MD
Harri sonbu rg , Va.

Where is our authority?
In the January issue of MESSENGER, as
usual I read the editorial first. Then I read
about divisions in districts (pp. 20-21 ),
and I could better understand how it
"Smells Like Church."
I have been a member of the Church of
the Brethren for more than 80 years. All
these years I have been taught and
believed that the supreme authority of the
church is Jesus Christ, not Annual
Conference! Now I wonder who is trying
to make a change, and why.
I have attended about 60 Annual
Conferences, and have read Conference
minutes across the years. Conference
decisions and minutes change in time,
but Jesus does not change. We Brethren
claim to follow him.
I do not find in the Gospels that Jesus
ever rejected persons because they were
homosexuals. I do read that, "When
Jesus saw the crowds he had compassion
on them, because they were harassed
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd" (Matt. 9:36). In our world, and in
some of our churches, the homosexuals
are harassed and helpless. And a church
that dares to follow Jesus in ministering
to them soon gets into trouble by other
Brethren who claim to follow Annual
Conference decisions.
I write to invite and encourage every
district, every congregation, and every
Messenger April 2007
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Main Issue" (p. 30), and with Susan Harris,
"Brethren Is a Great Name" (p. 29).
With these persons I hope and pray that we
Brethren can once again put our energy and
faith into taking Jesus Christ into the world,
and helping people see in the Jesus Christ of
the Bible the ONE in whom we can trust to
give light, life, and healing to the nations.
Jack Kline
Trotwood, Ohio

by Heather Dean and
Illustrated by Tom Benevento

Drawing on education and personal experience,
Heather Dean and Tom Benevento address both the
practical and spiritual benefits of gardening. Social
commentary, soil enrichment, global community and children's activities
all have a place within the pages. Lyrically written, with enchanting line
drawings, this book inspires the reader to see the connection between humus
and humanity, soil and soul, peonies and peace.

"People create gardens for many different reasons. Some wish to eat local
organic produce ... others see a connection between gardening and peacemaking.
Others long for a greater spiritual connection to the earth, or they want to
create native wildlife or reduce chemical pesticides in the environment to
protect their own health and the health of their children. And nearly all
gardeners derive deep pleasure from the garden itself .. "
Heather Dean from the introduction
Order from Brethren Press
Item #8534 $18.99

TRAVEL WITH TOURMAGINATION
TO EXPLORE THE WORLD
2007TOURS

2008TOURS

ISRAEL/PALESTINE with GLENN EDWARD WITMER
(April 9-22)

AN ANTARCTIC EXPERIENCE (January 2-14)
VIETNAM (January 18 - February 4)

RITTENHOUSE EUROPEAN TOUR (April 25 - May 9)

AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND (February 1-21)

PRAGUE to GDANSK and BERLIN (May l 0-23)
OHIO BUS TRIP (May 14-17)

EXPERIENCE SOUTH AMERICA (March 21 -April 5)

KAUFFMAN FAMILY TOUR to EUROPE (May 25 - June 8)

MOSCOW and SIBERIA (May 24 - June 4)
ENGLAND, SCOTLAND and WALES (June 25 - July 7)

EXPLORING the WORLD of PAUL TURKEY and GREECE (May 25 - June 10)
ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 11-23)

EUROPEAN HERITAGE (July 9-24)

SPECTACULAR SCANDINAVIA and its
FJORDS (June 15-29)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE (July l 0-25)
RUSSIA and UKRAINE (July 27 - August l 0)
LANDS of the BIBLE (September 26 - October 8)
SCENIC RHINE RIVER CRUISE (October 13-21)
BEHIND THE VEIL - EXPERIENCING EGYPT
(November 12-24 - with MEDA)

"Building bridges among Mennonites and other Christians
around the world through custom-designed travel. "

CALL 1-800-565-0451
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR
E-MAIL: ollice@tourmaginalion.com WEB: www.tourmagination.com
9 Willow Street, Waterloo, ON N2J 1V6 Canada
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CORRECTIONS
Due to a design and editing error, the graph accompanying Steve Clapp's article ("Reach ing out through Christian
education") on page 9 of the February issue was not clear.
The information was meant to be presented in a bar
graph, as the categories were not mutually exclusive and
were not meant to cover all possible categories.

CLASSIFIEDADS
Exciting
position for the ind ividual interested in working in a
Christian environment with children, youth, and adults.
You will work in conjunction with our current teaching
staff, Christian Education Commission, and pastor to
enhance our Sunday school program, and all
programs/activities for our children through high school.
Will work with youth directors to coordinate and enhance
our youth programs. This is a part-time position with flexible hours. Preferred requirements include prior experience
in public or Christian school/church environment. Must be
energetic and flexib le, and provide employment/personal
references. Degree in Christian education or relevant experience is desired. Please forward resume' including salary
requirements to: Bush Creek Church of the Brethren, Attn :
Pastor Charlie Beekley, 4821A Green Valley Road,
Monrovia, Maryland 21770. Inquiries: 301-663-3025;
Inquiries/Resume': e-mail Pastor@bushcreekchurch .org.
Director/Minister of Christian Education

Scandinavia/ Belgium/ Germany trip featuring
Schwarzenau!! Hosted by CoB couple-both pastors as

well as professional travel agents for over 20 years.
Features the birthplace of the CoB and also Wittenberg,
home of the Protestant reformation. Only 25 passengers,
so book early please. Incl udes airfare from any major gateway, transportation, all attractions, first-class lodging and
breakfast and dinner daily. Personally guided. September
2007 departure. Phone : 877-456-8769 or e-mail: jnljaunts@floodcity.net. www.smallgrouptours.com.
2008 Brethren Anniversary Tours. Ed-Ventures, Inc., a
tour operator with over 30 years of experience in
European group travel, is offering 3 different and creative
itineraries to Europe in summer 2008, all to include the
300-year anniversary celebration in Schwarzenau. Each
tour accompanied by a professional tour director as well
as a knowledgeable Church of the Brethren pastor. Choose
from : Zurich -Amsterdam; Berlin-Zurich, or MunichAmsterdam. For information and brochures call 800-6587128 or visit: www.ed-ventures.com .
PASTORS NEEDED. Congregations in many of the
denomination's 23 districts are in need of strong, trained
Christian leaders who are dedicated to Church of the
Brethren beliefs and practices to serve as pastor. The available placements are both full-time and part-time and
include some associate/second-staff positions. The congregations vary widely in size and program. A full listing of
openings can be found at www.brethren.org/genbd/ministry/placement.htm. Contact the appropriate district executive or call the Ministry office at 800-323-8039 .

Please send information to be
included in 1i,rning Points to Jean
Clements, 14 51 Dundee Ave, Elgin,
TL 60 120; 800-323-8039 ext. 206;
jclements_gb@brethren.org. Information must be complete in order
to be published. Information older
than one year cannot be published.

New Members
Ankeny, Iowa : Vicki Harmon
Bakersfield, Calif.: Merritt
Lecrone
Beacon Heights, Fort Wayne,
lnd.: Kelly Bryant, Mary Jane
Coursen, Thomas Coursen,
Samuel Fetters, Arthur Hall,
Phyllis Hall, Raquel Aragon
Kline, Dianne Lung, Jan Lung,
Jennie Ott, Samuel Ott, Jerry
Peterson, Tony Ramey, Carrie
Sollenberger, Asenath Wilson
Beaverton, Mich. : Susan Gulick
Circle of Peace, Peoria, Ariz. :
Steve Gilliam, Hilary Gilliam
Dupont, Ohio: Kara Workman,
Jeff Ruehl
Fairview, Mount Clinton,
Harrisonburg, Va.: Sharon
Poff, Nick Hulse, Cody Hulse,
Jordan Diehl
First Central , Kansas City, Kan.:
Mary Gagdusck, Justin
McClanahan
Hartville, Ohio: William Clow,
Peggy Clow, Eleanor Haddix,
Adam Mohler, Rachel Mohler,
Rachel Sprague
Hollins Road, Roanoke, Va.:
Darrell Woolridge, Sharon
Woolridge, Donald Arthur,
Ruby Mullen
Hopewell, Va. : Curt Holsopple,
Edie Holsopple
Lebanon, Mount Sidney, Va.:
Nolan McDowell, Angela
Kania
Long Green Valley, Glen Arm,
Md .: Shawn Smyth, Rebekah
Wheatley, Nathan Wheatley
Locust Grove, New Castle, Ind.:
Jake Everett, Eris Everett
Manassas, Va.: Preston Lazer,
Christy Lazer
Middle Creek, Lititz, Pa.: Cody
Thomas, Whitney Kline,
Lauren Shuke, Brent Martin,
Ashton Bomberger, Brooklyn
Thomas, Harrison Myer,
Brooklynn Nell, Gabrielle
Bomberger
Midland, Va.: Brian Delph,
Denise Delph, Deanna
Holmes, Lorne Holmes, Cindy
Keys, Eli Monn, Debi Murray,
Jeff Murray, Cameron Murray,
John Utz, Trish Utz, Molly
Ann Read, Tonya Read, Shawn
Michael Otte, Matthew
Nicholas Otte
Modesto, Calif.: Emily Matteson,
Cindy Cearley, John Cearley
Mohican, West Salem, Ohio:
Luann Williams, Diane Yarns,
Clint Dudas, Doug Ott, Kriss
Ott, lmre Orosz, Andrew
Orosz, Chris Lamson
Mountville, Pa. : Shannon Barto,
Carlynn Musser, Alexander
Thompson
North Liberty, Ind.: Grace
Mishler

Olivet, Thomville, Ohio: Casey
Ours
Osceola, Mo .: Bonnie Duncan,
T iffany Frost, Caleb Gambriel,
Cody Gambriel, John Neale,
Jr., Latisha Neale, Bertha
Rinck
Peoria, Ill.: Ed Engelke, Vanessa
Engelke, Gary Frciburgcr, Kyle
Freiburger
Petersburg Memorial,
Petersburg, W.Va.: Le Roy
Elliott, Jr., Roger A. Sites,
Mary Elizabeth Sites
Polo, Ill. : John Bartelt
Purchase Line, Clymer, Pa.:
Tammy Berkey
Twenty-eighth Street, Altoona,
Pa.: Earla Reffner, Scott Yohn,
Lisa Yohn, Robert Yohn
Union Center, Nappanee, Ind.:
Brynne Flickinger, Paul
Scheets, Jacob Flickinger,
Larry Overholser, Derrick
Stevens
Winter Park, Fla.: Frances Jones,
Lindsey Phelps

Wedding
Anniversaries
Arnold, Arthur and Erma, Elida,
Ohio, 70
Baughman, Charles and Anna,
Hanover, Pa., 60
Berg, Clarence and Marg,
Hanover, Pa., 60
Boose, Raymond and Mary,
Martinsburg, Pa., 60
Carroll, Ray and Paula, Osceola,
Mo. , 60
Clark, Bob and Charlotte,
Harrisonburg, Va., 55
Cochran, Leslie and Shirley,
Pleasant Hill, Ohio, 50
Crowther, Ted and Vivian,
Ephrata, Pa., 60
Detwiler, Willis and Rosa,
Bedford, Pa. , 72
Engle, Vincent and Esther,
Middletown, Pa ., 50
Group, Russell and June,
Franklin Grove, Ill., 65
Hannah, Lloyd and Peggy, Blue
Ridge, Va. , 50
Horner, Lloyd and Helen,
Merriam , Kan ., 65
Kinsel, Glenn and Helen,
Hanover, Pa., 60
Lyle, Tommy and Eunice,
Roanoke, Va ., 50
Mellinger, Don and Charlotte,
Ephrata, Pa., 60
Miller, Glenn and Esther,
Thomasville, Pa., 55
Ringer, Virgil and Cora, Alliance,
Ohio, 60
Shifflett, Lowell and Mildred,
Chrlottesville, Va ., 60
Shroyer, Dale and Florence, New
Carlisle, Ohio, 60
Simpson, Willard and Maxine,
Franklin Grove, Ill ., 60
Vanderveer, Charles and Shirley,
Syracuse, Ind. , 50
Wildasin, Cleo and Lillian ,
Spring Grove, Pa., 65

Deaths
Ammerman, Ernest Gifford, 72,
Roanoke, Va., Jan. 4
Ammerman, Wilma, 71 ,

Roanoke, Va., Jan. 4
Baker, Phil, 70, New Paris, Ind .,
O ct. 30
Barklow, Marion Albert, 96,
Empire, Calif., Nov. 23
Blough, Dale, 77, Polo, Ill., Jan.
17
Bollinger, John H., 90,
Lancaster, Pa., Oct. 13
Bowersox, Hazel I., 95,
Mogadore, Ohio, Dec. I 7
Bowman, Martha, I 08, West
Salem, Ohio, Dec. 2
Brallier, Dale, 69, Rogersville,
Mo. , Dec. 30
Bristley, Glendora, 90, Troy,
Ohio, Jan. 18
Brubaker, Merlin L., 84,
Thurmont, Md., Dec. 21
Bucher, Paul C., 82, Ephrata, Pa. ,
July 13
Chappelle, Amy, 73 , Roaring
Spring, Pa., Nov. 23
Clapper, David, 74, Lakewood,
Colo ., Jan. 10
Dellenbach, Ruby Landis, 98,
Palo Alto, Calif., Jan. 16
Etsingcr, Ruby, 78, New Paris,
Ind., July 29
Everett, Eris, 70, Centerville,
Ind., Jan. 17
Fike, Paul H., 88, Bridgewater,
Va. , Jan . 1
Filbrun, Phyllis Iddings Stoner,
84, Troy, Ohio, Jan. 7
Garman, Christine M. , 32,
Lancaster, Pa., June 30
Gibbons, Wadine, 54, Santa Fe,
N.M., Dec. 12
Harbach, Robert C., 79,
Loganton, Pa., Jan. 23
Harnly, Julia, 90, Lancaster, Pa.,
Feb. 5
Harvey, George, 79, Pittsburg,
Kan., Jan. 25
Hodgden, Glen, 84, Raymore,
Mo ., Dec. 4
Keyser, Mary M., 89, Boonsboro,
Md. , Oct. 12
Knepper, Geraldine, 85,
Somerset, Pa., Nov. 15
Kopp, Howard, 84,
Elizabethtown, Pa., Jan. 12
Leckrone, Fern, 10 1, Zanesville,
Ohio, Dec . 28
Ludwig, John D. , 88, Narvon,
Pa., May 5
Mason, Juanita H., 79, Frisco,
Texas, Jan. 13
Mays, Evelyn M. , 90, Roanoke,
Va., Jan. 12
McCauliff, Elizabeth, 93 ,
Johnstown, Pa., Jan . 26
MeCort, Francis J., 83, Hartville,
Ohio, Dec. 4
McMullen, Gerald, 72, Peoria,
Ill., Dec. 8
Middleton, Chloteel, 82, Dexter,
Mo., Jan. 30, 2006
Moles, Kathryn, 74, Gettysburg,
Pa., Jan . 18
Moss, Mark L., 49, Frederick,
Md., Jan. 22
Myers , E. Ladenc, 83, North
Canton, Ohio, Jan. 3
Naragon, Clarice, 93, North
Liberty, Ind ., Jan. 28
Noffsinger, Emma, 96,
Continental, Ohio, Jan. 2
Oswald, Walter D., 91, Hartville,
Ohio, Dec. 7
Rodeffer, Virginia M., 92,
Harrisonburg, Va., Feb. 3

Royer, Jerry, 92. G irard, lll. , Jan.
11
Schweppe, Lucile, 82, Lakewood,
Colo., Dec. 25
Shafer, Phyllis, 88, Lima, Ohio,
Jan. 26
Smith, Julie, 68, Hagerstown,
Ind. , Sept. 22
Thomas, Mary Louise, 99,
Mount Morris, Ill., Jan. 16
Van Voorhis, Jane, 67, Anderson,
Ind., Nov. 30
Varner, Henry Wallis, 92, Kansas
City, Mo. , Nov. 14
Webb, Ruby, 73 , New Castle,
Ind. , Aug. 18
Woodward, Allan E. , 86, Ambler,
Pa ., Jan. 11
Wright, Ray, 76, Lancaster, Pa. ,
Jan. 27
Young, Alvin J., 86, Hartville,
Ohio, Nov. 12

Licensings
Baysc, Ray M. , Virlina Dist.
(Boones Mill, Va .), Feb . 4
Flores, Rebekah N., S/ C Ind.
Dist. (Richmond, Ind.) , Jan.
14

Gordon, Michael W.,
Southeastern Dist. (Midway,
Surgoinsville, Tenn.) , Feb. 4
Hale, Anna W., Virlina Dist. (Red
Oak Grove, Roanoke, Va.) ,
Nov. 26
Hedlund, Gilbert L., W. Pa. Dist.
(Pike Run, Somerset, Pa.) ,
Dec . 3
Hostetter, Joshua, At!. N .E. Dist.
(Coventry, Pottstown, Pa.) ,

Jan.

14

Kabler, Eric P. , W. Pa. Dist.
(Moxham, Johnstown, Pa.) ,
Jan. 28
McIntyre, Timothy, M id. Pa.
Dist. (Raven Run, Saxton,
Pa.), Jan. 14
Mitchell, Thomas Donley, S. Pa.
Dist. (Lake View Christian
Fellowship, East Berlin, Pa.) ,
Nov. 19
Schneider, Michael L., W. Plains
Dist. (Wiley, Colo.), Nov. 12
Shields, Jerry D ., S. Pa. Dist.
(Buffalo Valley, Mifflinburg,
Pa.) , July 16
Smith, John C., Southeastern
Dist. (Brummetts Creek,
Green Mountain, N .C.) , Jan 7
Stackhouse, David L., N. Ind.
Dist. (Camp Creek, Etna
Green, Ind.) , Nov. 5
Tucker, Jack, Sh en. Dist .
(Lebanon, Mount S idney,
Va.), Sept. 17
Tyger, Isaac C., W. Pa. Dist.
(Penn Run, Pa.) , Jan. 7

Ordinations
Kreighbaum, Jennifer Sanders,
W. Marva Di st. (Bear Creek,
Accident, Md.) , Jan. 16

Placements
Albright, James Yaussy, from district executive, lllinois and
Wiscons in District, Lombard,
lll. to yoked pastor, Ellisford

and Whitestone, Tonasket,
Wash., Sept. 1
Archer, Brian A., pastor, Cherry
Grove, Lanark, 111., Jan. 1
Freeman, Hobie, pastor, Orlando
Commun ity. Orlando, Fla.,
Jan. I
Hobert, Tad, pastor, Dannels
Creek, Springfield, O hio, Feb.
1
Hostetter, Joshua, youth minister,
Coventry, Pottstown, Pa., Jan.
15
Hudson, Olen Guy, Jr. , from
interim to pastor, Melrose,
Harrisonburg, Va., Jan . I
Huiras, Erin, associate pastor,
Liberty Mills, Ind. , Jan. 1
Keeney, Del, from General Board
staff, Elgin, 111., to pastor,
Mechanicsburg, Pa ., Jan. I
Kreighbaum, Jenni fer Sanders,
pastor, White Branch,
Hagerstown, Ind., Jan. I
Lutz, Larry H., pastor, Piqua,
Ohio, Jan. 1
Noffsinger, Bruce A., from pastor, Salem, Stephens City, Va .,
and interim, Round Hill, Toms
Brook, Va., to pastor, Round
Hill, Toms Brook, Va., Jan. 1
Payne, Gregory Scott, pastor,
New Dale, Mathias, W.Va. ,
Oct. IS
Pfeiffer, Carol M., from pastor,
Nettle Creek, Hagerstown,
Ind ., to pastor, North Liberty,
Ind., Jan . 1
Plummer, Bob, pastor,
Emmanuel, Huber Heights,
Ohio, Feb. 1
Rice, Robert E., Jr ., from pastor,
New Salem, Milford, Ind. , to
pastor, Walnut, Argos, Ind .,
Jan. 1
Rohrer, Pearl, pastor, Springfield,
Ore., Jan. 1
Schneider, Michael L., from
interim to pastor, Wiley, Colo. ,
Nov. 12
Smith, Floyd L., from pastor,
Dannels Creek, Springfield,
Ohio to pastor, Rossville, Ind .,
Jan. 1
Statler, Dana, from associate
pastor, East Fairview,
Manheim, Pa ., to associate
chaplain, Brethren Village,
Lancaster, Pa., Aug. 1
Tanner, Andrew Shawn, pastor,
Green Hill, Salem, Va., Jan. 1
Thacker, Robert M. , from pastor,
Lakewood, Millbury, Ohio, to
pastor, Maple Spring,
Hollsopple, Pa., Jan. f
Wade, Marvin D., from pastor,
Mount Hermon, Bassett, Va .,
to pastor, Beaver Creek, Floyd,
Va. , Jan. I
Weaver, R. Edward, team pastor,
Farmer's Grove Fellowship,
Port Royal, Pa., Dec. 27
Winesickle, John, from pastor,
Bellwood, Pa. to pastor, Lower
Claar, Claysb urg, Pa., Jan. 1
Zepp, Christopher, from youth
pastor, Mountville, Pa., to
assistant pastor, Bridgewater,
Va., Jan. I
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Use what you have

R

oberto Muj lives and works in Guatemala. He is
program director for a conference of churches.
He is also an agronomist, making him a perfect link for the
Church of the Brethren Global Food Crisis Fund work in his
country's Totonicapan region.
This past October, Muj and several others came to the US as
guests of Foods Resource Bank, a major partner of the Global
Food Crisis Fund. Their itinerary included a visit at the General Offices in
Elgin, 111., where each gave an overview
of the agricultural development work
occurring in their particular settings.
When Muj's turn came, he
described-through an interpreter-the
challenges in Guatemala: a nation
coming off of three and a half decades
of armed conflicts; difficult mountainous terrain; scarce water for crops. It's
not prototypical farming territory.
With the aid of Foods Resource Bank
Growing Projects (including an increasing number of Brethren ones), however-and some creativity-solutions are being found. Improved irrigation and pumping delivers new water supplies. Corrals keep livestock out of
crops . Greenhouses permit better growing conditions for
tomatoes and peppers. And, perhaps most ingenious, old
tires are used for contained, rich-soil patio gardening.
"The world's smallest farms," Muj calls them.
"(The farmers) take what they have, what the land has
given them, and use it to their best advantage," Muj

these goods you have and the more available they are, the
more you feel you need," Pew executive vice president Paul
Taylor said in a USA Today article on the study.
Those feelings of inadequacy can quickly consume us. We
end up sinking our lives in an ever-mounting quest to keep
up, or we give up and feel mired in mediocrity.
Other situations can fall into the same thinking . If, for example, we look at our congregations or denomination as being
too small and having limited resources, we might be tempted
to lower our expectations for the impact we can have on our
communities or our world. If all our energy is consumed in
fretting over numbers, we might miss opportunities for which
we're uniquely suited now.
A buzzword in stewardship education these days is "abundance." It's about our way of seeing things. If we look at everything from the perspective of what we need, then we have difficulty being happy, and we're reluctant to give. If, on the other
hand, we look at everything from a sense of abundance-counting all the ways God has blessed us-then joy bubbles
within us, and it seems only natural to give as we've received.
Penny Lauritzen, who works with Foods Resource Bank
projects in the Midwest, wrote in the December 2006 Prairie
Farmer about her visits to Guatemala. Reflecting on the writings and conversations she encountered there, she shared the
following thought:
"If I put myself in a long line with the people of the worldfrom the wealthiest, materially speaking, to the poorest-I will
always fall somewhere in between ... . What is important is
the direction I choose to look and walk towards in this line.
"If I am always looking to the wealthy end, I am going to
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lf I am always looking to the wealthy end, I am going to think I am poor and
feel I need more. But if I work on turning myself around to look, though
sometimes scary, in the opposite direction to those who have less, my life can
be transformed. Values of community, sharing, gratitude, and

relationship will become more important, and the focus. "
explained. "You use what you have instead of complaining
about what you don't have."
Muj's agricultural update might have made a pretty good
sermon. How would it change our outlook if we looked at the
world through that lens?
One recent Pew Research Center study noted that an evergrowing number of things have moved from the "luxury" column to the "necessity" column for Americans. "The more of

think I am poor and feel I need more. But if I wo rk on turning
myself around to look, though sometimes scary, in the opposite direction to those who have less, my life can be transformed. Values of community, sharing, gratitude, and relationship will become more important, and the focus."
When that becomes our attitude, we can begin to live lives
of abundance. A great harvest of blessings can follow, even
from the world's smallest farm.-Ed. ll!

COMING IN MAY: Why do people volunteer?, using theater as an outreach ministry, Bible study on Hosea, book review, and more.
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Property Insurance For Brethren
Mutual Aid Assoc.iat-ion's,
Church and Camp Partner:

, . Brotherhood Mutual"
- - l nsurance Company

Mutual Aid Association

I

3094 Jeep Road, Abilene, Kansas 67410
website: www.maabrethren.com

I

1-800-255-1243

I

Cle land, Ohio June 30-July 4, 2007
Annual Conference Preachers
Saturday
Sunday

Jeff Carter

Pastor, Manassas Church ofthe Brethren
Manassas, Virginia
Belita Mitchell Pastor, Harrisburg First Church
ofthe Brethren, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Monday

Duane Grady

Congregational Life Team Coordinator,
Areas 2and 4, General Board
Anderson, Indiana

Tuesday

Tim Harvey

Pastor, Roanoke Central Church ofthe
Brethren, Roanoke, Virginia

Wednesday

Ataloa Woodin Pastor, Community Brethren Church
Fresno, California

