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EDITOR'S NOTE: The page 3 district roundup is on hiatus this month as we 
prepa re a new look and new features for that page, debuting next month. 
Other "In Touch" updates appear on pages 4-6 in this jam-packed issue. 

1 o Ecclesiastes: Reflecting on life 
Ecclesiastes is the book of "The Preacher," 

musing on the challenges and conundrums of 

life. Despite all the difficulties, however, the 

writer comes back repeatedly to the impor

tance of faith in God. 

12 National Youth Conference 2006: 
Come and See 
One of the most dynamic events in the Church 

of the Brethren comes alive again as 

MESSENGER delivers 14 pages of NYC coverage, 

including a special 12-page color section. It's a 

place where 3,600 senior high youth and advi

sors met twice a day to worship God and 

packed an assortment of fun, fellowship, learn

ing, and serving others in between . 

Participants were invited again into Jesus' call 

in the Gospel of John: "Come and See." 
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When one of our Brethren colleges was identified as the alma mater 
of a speaker at the September National Older Adult Conference, 

the quiet attentiveness of the audience seemed to be missing something. Where 
were the whistles and applause from everyone connected to that college? After 
all, that's what happened six weeks earlier at National Youth Conference anytime 
a particular state, district, or college was mentioned. 

That wasn't the only difference between NYC and NOAC. At NOAC, late-night 
activities end at 10; at NYC, late-night activities begin at 10. People at NOAC don't 
jump up and down during the songs. At NYC, youth treat themselves with late-night 
deliveries of pizza; at NOAC they walk half a mile in the rain for free ice cream. At 
the bookstore, youth and their advisors snap up 10 times as many sets of Dutch 

Blitz as do their elders. Youth buy clothing, while their 
grandparents buy books. Young people hand you big bills 
and wait for change; seniors count out the exact amount. 

And the biggest difference: At NOAC, most conversa
tions seem to begin or end with the words "We might be 
related." If a third person joins the conversation, the 
genealogy expands exponentially. If NYC had a dominant 
topic, it certainly wasn't third cousins. 

Nevertheless, the two conferences had some things in 
common: Both age groups kept the General Board's 
miniature golf course busy. Both groups came early for 
worship-and said they wished worship was more like 

this at home. Both groups produced an impressive number of kits for the 
church's emergency response around the world. 

Both conferences also had the same theme. Sure, the youth theme was actu
ally "Come and See," and the older adult theme was "Walk in the Light." But for 
both groups the challenge seemed to be remarkably similar: How to be faithful to 
Jesus Christ and make a difference in the world. How to use your own age as a 
gift rather than a liability. There were calls to forgo comfort and material posses
sions in order to serve others. There was clear evidence of our Brethren commit
ment to peace. 

Perhaps it should not be surprising that the essence of each conference was 
so similar. After meeting the hundreds of saints gathered in the Smokies, one 
could see how seeds they had planted over a lifetime were bearing fruit among 
the spiritual grandchildren who had headed toward the Rockies. 

One could see that we might all be related. 
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Goshen volunteers share 
a 1 calling of faithfulness' 

On June 4, several members of Goshen 
(Ind.) City Church of the Brethren who 
had done disaster relief shared about 
this "ca lling of faithfulness" during 
morning worship. Other members 
shared more details during the Sunday 
school hour that followed; a PowerPoint 
presentation created by Dale Eash was 
also a part of this presentation. 

Ten volunteers from the church had 
traveled to Pensacola, Fla., April 30 to 
May 5 to assist with the Brethren 
Disaster Response project there. 
Hurricane Ivan tore through this region 
in September 2004, and the response is 
ongoing. 

The group members divided their 
work between two homes in the area. 
Most of their time was spent caulking, 
painting, laying floor tile, doing porch 
repair and taking care of plumbing 
issues. -Betty Kurtz 
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Indiana marker notes great impact of Annual Meetings 

The Indiana Historical Bureau presented a new historical marker to the town of 
North Manchester commemorating the significant impact of the large Brethren 
Annual Meetings held in North Manchester in 1878, 1888, and 1900 in a "fair-l ike 
atmosphere." The unveiling and dedication ceremony took place Aug . 11. 

The project was initiated by the North Manchester Historical Society. These confer
ences, hosted by Manchester Church of the Brethren with help from nearby Brethren 
churches and many community residents, attracted tens of thousands of visitors to the 
week-long gathering. In 1900, attendance was estimated as high as 60,000. 

The text of the large, dark blue metal marker highl ights each of the meetings, noting 
that they had "enormous social and economic impact on area." The first state historical 
marker awarded to the town, it is located on the south side of historic Harter's Grove 
(today a city park) along 7th Street, about a block west of Market Street. About 460 
such markers have been awarded around Indiana. -Bill Eberly 

Unique district conference 
takes under three hours 

Two hours and fifty-eight minutes! That's 
certainly one for the record books, 
should any records be kept. Two hours 
and fifty-eight minutes: the duration of 
Northern Plains 2006 District conference. 

Setting a record, however, was not the 
intent. Two years ago, excited about 
once again hosting Annual Conference, 
the geographically vast district consid
ered the best stewardship of time and 
resources of its members. The possibili
ty arose to combine the district gather
ing with the denomination's Annual 
Conference; it seemed feasible, so plans 
were made for July 1. 

Business, fellowship, and worship cen
tered around the theme "Together: We're 
Living Our Love for Jesus" made up the 
three-hour meeting starting at Saturday 

noon, prior to the Annual Conference 
commencing later that evening. 

District commission reports were pre
sented over a luncheon, then the 76 de l
egates were seated and discussion of 
the business began. The conference 
booklet contained more written explana
tion of business items than usual. 
Delegates were asked to thorough ly 
digest the information prior to confer
ence and be prepared to discuss it. 

There was even time for a silent auc
tion of the table centerpieces, candles 
embossed with the conference theme 
and logo. The auction raised $906 for 
the district budget. The conference 
closed with the installation of newly 
elected people followed by a commun
ion service, which served as a call to 
remember to "Live their Love for 
Jesus" as participants departed. 
-Diane Mason 



Grottoes welcomes community 
with first • Joyfest• on the hill 

Grottoes (Va.) Church of the Brethren hosted 
its first JoyFest June 3 on the church parking 
lot. The block-style party was held to intro
duce the Grottoes community, adults and 
children, to what the congregation has to 
offer. A major focus was to reach out to the 
many unchurched families in the area. 

The five-hour event included free food and 
games and free music provided by Southern 
Grace, a local gospel group. The event was 
heavily publicized through large banners along 
local roadways, a bulk mailing to all Grottoes 
mail residents, and posters in local businesses 
as well as announcements in local newspapers. 

Members donned yellow T-shirts featuring 
the JoyFest and Church of the Brethren logos 
for the event. A town police officer comment
ed that it looked like a rainbow on the hill. The 
planning team deemed JoyFest a success, 
with approximately 225 attendees. Two atten
dees at JoyFest returned the following Sunday 
to worship. -Wanda Rittenhouse 

Lower Miami congregation 
honors its 'Golden Dames' 

In March, Lower Miami Church of the 
Brethren (Dayton, Ohio) for the second time 
held a recognition program for a very spe
cial group: its "most senior" of seniors. 

Held in conjunction with the congregation's 
annual Spring Fling, the recognition expresses 
appreciation for years of shared experience 
and devotion to the church. The group was 
honored with a luncheon as members of the 
"Golden Age Club." The women inducted were 
each bestowed the title of "Grand Dame." 

Inductees to date are Betty Bell, Maudie 
Gandy, Katherine Henderson, Mattie 
Jackson, Flora Schroll, and Emily Tate. 

LANDMARKS & LAURELS 

• Manchester College junior 
Thomas Bimba of Nigeria was 
selected for a Kemper Award to 
observe the World Court in the 
Hague this summer. He is prepar
ing for a career in international law. 

• This year's $500 Skippack Peace 
Award from Skippack Church of 
the Brethren in Collegeville, Pa., 
was given to Allison Gold, a 
recent Perkiomen Valley High 
School graduate. 

• Gloria Krug, a resident of The "' 
:;; 

Brethren Home Community in New g • 
Oxford, Pa., completed a 75-mile ~ 
"Tour de Good Sam" bike ride on ~ 
June 17. She raised $9,000 through 
her ride, topping her goal of $7,500. The ride capped the home's annual Good 
Samaritan Walkathon, which raised a total of nearly $20,000. 

• A front-page article in the April 17 Cape Coral (Fla.) Daily Breeze highlighted the 
annual Easter sunrise service that Christ the Servant Church of the Brethren holds 
on the beach. It was the 31st year for the service. A local Hispanic church has joined in 
recent years, with the service now being conducted in both English and Spanish. 

• Nellie Kindell, a member of Live Oak (Calif.) Church of the Brethren celebrated 
100 years of life Aug. 5 with an event at the church. Born in Cheraw, Colo., on Sept. 
1, 1906, Nellie and her late husband, Walter, moved to Live Oak nearly 40 years ago. 
She now resides in Yuba City, Calif. 

• Letha McCosh Correll celebrated her 100th birthday June 15 in Abilene, Kan. 
She is a member of Buckeye Church of the Brethren. 

TRAVEL WITH TOURMAGINATION 
TO EXPLORE THE WORLD 

2007TOURS 
SERVICE TOUR to JAMAICA (January 13-20) 

CHURCHES and SAFARIS in KENYA 
and TANZANIA (February 11-22) 

LEARNING ABOUT MENNONITES in PUERTO RICO 
and a SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE 

(Feb. 28 - Mar. l 0) 
MEXICO (March 2-11) 

PARAGUAY SERVICE TOUR (March 22 - April 5) 
ISRAEL/PALESTINE with GLENN EDWARD WITMER 

(April 9-22) 

RITTENHOUSE EUROPEAN TOUR (April 25 - May 9) 

KAUFFMAN FAMILY TOUR lo EUROPE 
(May 25 - June 8) 

EXPLORING the WORLD of PAUL -
TURKEY and GREECE (May 25 - June 10) 

ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 11-23) 
SPECTACULAR SCANDINAVIA and its FJORDS 

(June 15-29) 
EUROPEAN HERITAGE (July 10-25) 

RUSSIA and UKRAINE (July 27 - August l 0) 
LANDS of the BIBLE (September 26 - October 8) 
SCENIC RHINE RIVER CRUISE (Sept. 29 - Oct. 7) 

BEHIND THE VEIL - EXPERIENCING EGYPT 
(November 12-24 - with MEDA) 

2008TOURS 
AN ANTARCTIC EXPERIENCE (January 5-17) 

VIETNAM (January 18 - February 4) 
AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND (February l-21) 

ENGLAND, SCOTLAND and WALES 
(June 25 - July 7) 

"Building bridges among Mennonites and other Christians 
around the world through custom-designed travel." 

CALL 1-800-565-0451 
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR 

E-MAIL: ollice@tourmagination.com 
WEB: www.tourmoginolion.com 

9 Willow Street 
Waterloo, ON N2J lV6 Canada 
Reg. #50014322 

l 0 l l Cathill Road 
Sellersville, PA 18960·1315 

USA 
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Thurl Metzger 
Former executive director of Heifer International 

Thurl M. Metzger, an early director of Heifer 
International who helped make it into the large multi

national organization it is today, died July 26 in Little 
Rock, Ark., at age 90. His death-reported by the Associated 
Press and other major news outlets-came just over a week 
before a ceremony scheduled to dedicate a new Thurl Metzger 
Education Center at the Heifer Ranch near Perryville, Ark. 

At a July 30 memorial service in Little Rock, current Heifer 
president/CEO Jo Luck called Metzger a "true pioneer whose 
leadership and guidance have enabled Heifer to touch the 
lives of so many families and communities around the world." 

Metzger was a graduate of Manchester College (North 
Manchester, Ind.) and received an honorary doctorate from the 
school in 1972. As a Church of the Brethren leader previous to 
his service with Heifer, he directed the Polish farm-youth 
exchange program of the Brethren Service Commission. Earlier 
he also worked as a farmer and a high school history teacher 

building was "a humbling feeling to have such an honor. I'm 
sure Thurl felt that, too." Thurl Metzger was not available for 
an interview at the time due to hearing problems and illness. 

The Metzgers were even more honored when they found 
out two of their five grandchildren, Neil Metzger and Kevin 
McNamee, would be helping to construct the building. "That 
was a real thri ll that our own grandchildren wanted to par
ticipate," Ruth said. 

Neil and Kevin found out about the project during a 
Christmas 2004 family gathering at the ranch. They were 
shown where a barn had been moved to make space for the 
building to be built, as well as the building plans. The cousins 
were told it was going to be built mostly with volunteer help, 
and Kevin's mother suggested they spend a week at the ranch 
assisting with construction . They decided instead to devote 
six weeks of their summer to the project. 

"Might as well do it for a better cause than just the pay
check," said 

[

Thurl Metzger 11 is often credited with being most 
responsible for turning Heifer founder Dan West's vision of a 
new kind of help for the world's poor and hungry into reality." 

Neil, a 
Nicholas, 
Ky., native 
and Saint 
Louis 

in Indiana and served three years in alternative service. 
Metzger then served Heifer for some 30 years as executive 

director, director of International Programs, and senior con
sultant, after beginning as an unpaid volunteer 
"seagoing cowboy" in 1946; the Church of the 
Brethren started Heifer Project in 1944. He was 
author of The Road to Development, a 
booklet about the complexity of carrying 
out Heifer's vision. 

A report on the Heifer website said Metzger, 
who visited some 70 countries during his 
tenure, "is often credited with being most 
responsible for turning Heifer founder Dan 
West's vision of a new kind of help for the 
world's poor and hungry into reality." 

In addition to serving as an educational 
facility, the two-story Thurl Metzger 
Education Center will also house memora
bilia from the Heifer archives and from 
the Metzgers' personal collections. 
Metzger and his family toured the 
building prior to his death. 

In an interview earlier in the 
summer, Metzger's wife, Ruth, 
said finding out about the new 
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University 
student. "We really really wanted to put our sweat and blood 
into it," adds Kevin, of Batesville, Ark., and current student at 
the University of Utah. 

The cousins arrived on the ranch June 1, 2005, and 
worked into August. The two usually started work at 

8 a.m. and got done around 5 p.m. Neither had 
much experience in construction work. Neil had 
some experience as a glazer (changing window 
panes); Kevin had none at all. However, with the 
help of their boss, Travis, they were actually 
able to build the framing fo r the walls and the 
tresses on the roof. 

"It was just such a great experience all together. 
.. . I felt absolutely rewarded every single day I 

was doing it," Kevin said. 
Kevin said his grandfather has been a big role 

model for him in his life, and that he hopes to work 
with non-profit organizations like Thur! Metzger did. 

"They have a feeling of helping others," Ruth 
Metzger said of her grandsons. " It was promoting 
the very thing (Thurl) worked for all his life." li! 

Jake Blauch, Walt Wiltschek, and Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford con

tributed to t his story. Some information was obta ined from Heifer 

Internationa l. 





lnto the wilderness 
Sleep was a dream. Free time, forget it. It was the end 

of this past April, and life was hectic for this acting 
major at the University of the Arts in Philadelphia. 

I was in a play, which took up all day on weekends and 
most of my weeknights. I had two scenes to practice and an 
"informance" (a 5-minute performance art piece about one's 
self) to do, and on top of all this a huge play analysis packet 
was due for my script analysis class. I was on the verge of a 

stomach ulcer. And when it was all 
over, I walked into the wilderness. 

No, I didn't take the train across the 
river to Camden, N.J., but rather a 
Greyhound bus to Richmond, Ind., to 
begin my summer in Ministry Summer 
Service. I would be working with Walt 
Wiltschek at MESSENGER in Elgin, Ill., 
writing stories in an air-conditioned 
building, living in the lap of luxury at 
the Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS) 
house, and traveling around the coun-
try working on stories. It wasn't exactly 

what most would consider the wilderness, but it was for me. 
God took me out of my hectic, fast-paced life in Philly to 
strengthen me spiritually and give me a vision for my life. 

God likes taking people out of the hullabaloo and into the 
wilderness to speak to them. He certainly did it for Jesus. The 
first chapter of Mark talks about Jesus being baptized by 

wilderness by demanding strict obedience to the abundance 
of commandments he gives them. The Israelites went into the 
wilderness a rag-tag band of former slaves and left 40 years 
later a mighty nation ready to claim the land God had prom
ised them. 

God is still doing it today. God strengthened me spiritually 
in the wilderness in incredible ways. He gave me a passion 
and hunger for Christ that I was never able to attain. I have 
gained a vision for my life, a life to be spent spreading the 
peace and justice of Christ. God strengthened 3,600 youth 
and advisors in the wilderness of Fort Collins, Colo., this sum
mer, giving them a vision of what it means to radically follow 
Christ in a world that so desperately needs his groundbreak

ing teachings. 
God is also doing this on a much larger scale. September 

11, 2001, ended the post-Cold War invincibility many 
Americans felt. That day God led us into the wilderness, 
where this nation was forced to look at what role we play in 
the world, and how our actions as a nation affect the world 
around us. Although the immediate reaction was a violent 
one, it planted the seeds for many Americans to think of 
themselves as global citizens, looking at the root causes of 
the world's ills and how Americans affect those ills and how 
they affect us. 

I believe this has led to a greater social consciousness for 
many Americans, one that has the possibility to change our 
foreign policy and put an end to extreme poverty around the. 

[

It wasn't exactly what most would consider the 
wilderness, but it was for me. God took me out of my hectic, fast-paced 
life in Philly to strengthen me spiritually and give me a vision for my life. 

planet. This has 
come in the form 
of 2 million peo
ple showing up 
for Live Aid in 
Philadelphia last 

John the Baptist, and the voice of God coming out of the sky 
saying, "You are my son with whom I am well pleased." 

Now I wasn't there, but I could imagine how this might 
have been a confusing and stressful time for Jesus. 
According to Mark, "The whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem went out to him (John the Baptist)" 
(Mark 1 :5 NIV), so we can assume there was a pretty big 
crowd there. This was most likely very stressful for a person 
who before this had been a simple carpenter's son. God sent 
Jesus on to the wilderness to strengthen him in this much 
higher calling and give him a vision. There's no doubt God 
did, because Jesus comes tearing out of the wilderness pro
claiming, "The time has come .... The kingdom of heaven is 
near. Repent and believe the good news!" (Mark 1:15). Jesus 
was ready for the trials to come. 

God did this to the Israelites, too . He took them out of their 
horrible lives in Egypt and into a quite literal wilderness to 
speak to them. God strengthened them spiritually in the 
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year to say no to poverty and HIV/AIDS in Africa, 2 million 
people joining the ONE campaign to end global poverty, 
3,600 youth at NYC raising more than $95,000 dollars for the 
Global Food Crisis Fund, and much more. Through the tears, 
God is leading us to a greater social consciousness that I 
have no doubt will change the world. 

There's no doubt that the wilderness is a scary place. It's 
created a lot of questions for myself that I have y~t to answer. 
But I think we have to admit, scary as the wilderness can be, 
it's exciting! We have no idea what God is going to do with 
us in the wilderness, but it's going to be good. I think that's 
the exciting part-we can't wait for God to surprise us with 
his amazing grace. Wait and see what God has in store. It's 
going to be beyond our wildest dreams. li! 

Jake Slouch served as a Ministry Summer Service intern with MESSENGER th is past 
summer A sophomore at University of the Arts in Philadelphia, he is from Hershey, 
Pa., and a member of Spring Creek Church of the Brethren. 
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"Faith centers upon the 
radical decision to place 
our trust in God, to live 
in the conf1dence that 
God is at work for our 
good, even when it 
feels as if all of life is 
crashing upon us." 

-Highland Avenue Church of the Brethren (Elgin, Ill.) pastor Joel Kline, 
reflecting in a sermon on his wife's death in February 2006. Excerpts from his 

sermon were printed in t he Brethren Benefit Trust Benefit News newsletter. 

"A piece of art takes a while to be 
appreciated or not-if it is a piece of art. You 
try to make something that has some value 
and then in three, four, or five years, it will 
still be interesting or it will have a pulse. " 
-act or J ohn Cusack, reflecting on the possible public/critical recept ion of his 
Iraq war-relat ed film, Grace Is Gone. He was quot ed by The Associated Press. 

"I love this country for so many reasons, 
but I am saddened and angered by its 
excesses, its greed, and its obsession with 
wealth and power." 
-musician Ken Medema, writing in his summer online newsletter. Medema 

performed at t he Church of t he Bret hren National Youth Conference in July. 

"If we want the Church of the Brethren to 
continue to exist, we have to teach our 
children and youth a Brethren understanding 
of the Christian faith. It is not enough to 
sprinkle a few Brethren stories on top of a 
generic curriculum. Brethren values and 
beliefs need to be 'baked in' to the materials 
that we offer to nurture our young people." 

- Brethren Press p ublisher W endy McFadden, comm enting on the signifi
cance of the new "Gat her ' Round " Sunday school curriculum 

"Mainline Protestant and Orthodox churches 
have been pounded into irrelevancy by the 
media machine of a false religion .... We need 
fresh approaches to telling our story, reaching 
and touching our nation with what we know 
to be a faithful response to the gospel." 

- the Rev. Michael Liv ingst on, president of the US National Council of 
Churches. He w as speak ing to religious communicators about the need 

to t e ll the c hurc h's st ory as an a lt ernat ive voice. 

JUST FOR FUN: READERS RESPOND 

In the June issue, MESSENGER posed a question sent in 

by a reader: "How many Brethren does it take to 

change a light bulb?" Numerous responses came in; 

we don't have room to print them all, but a selection of 

those received fo llows. Enj oy! 

CHAnge?!?!? (Answer to be read with such inflec

tion-accent on the first part of this one-syl lable word .) 
LuAnne Harley, Lafayett e, Ind. 

Forty members for congregational business meeting. Of that 
group, the following will participate in action: one moderator of 
the business meeting; three members to provide refreshments 
for the meeting; two stewards to get the ladder and light bulb 
to carry out the task. 

Jo Bouler, North Carolina 

First, the Brethren would appoint a committee to study the 
problem: two brothers and a sister. They would have the sis
ter stand on a low stool, for Brethren see it as unseemly to 
overreach. Meanwhile, the two Brethren brothers would get 
involved in an interminable discussion as to whether it would 
be better to turn things to the right or left. Eventually, the 
light became evident to them. 

John Young, Lombard, Ill. 

What do you mean change that light bulb? My grandparents 
donated that light bulb! Why would you want to change it? 

Nicole L. Ramer, Shelocta, Pa. 

Only one; any more might lead to dancing. 
Patty Byam, Oxon Hill, Md. 

Nobody knows- yet. But a committee has been formed to 
study the issue and report back in six months. 

Lois D uble, N ew Windsor. Md. 

It all depends on whether we form a committee to study the 
issue, call a council meeting and defer it to the next regularly 
scheduled council meeting, take time to pray about it, or send in 
a query to Annual Conference to be delayed another year so all 
segments of our east-to-west congregations have their voice 
heard. That adds up to staggering numbers; this is the Brethren 
way- true democracy! So let's hire secretaries who are able to 
"program" thermostats and know where the bulbs are stored, 
enabling us Brethren to stay "enlightened." 

Bob Vardaman, Modesto, Calif. 

10: One to change it, and nine to feed him afterward at the 
carry-in! 

Shalom Black and Adam Lane, Myersville, M d . 
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Journe through the Word 

Ecclesiast 
'Teacher' fin ds 

~e book of Ecclesiastes falls under 
I ~·he realm of wisdom literature in 

the Old Testament. The biblical writers 
of wisdom literature tend to reflect about 
the general issues and problems of life. 
Such reflection often leads the reader on 
a quest to discern how suffering and jus
tice relate to each other and to attempt to 
discover what universal truths do indeed 
exist in the world. 

Simplisticly speaking, wisdom teach
ings in the Old Testament can be viewed 
in two basic categories: conventional or 
reflective wisdom. Conventional wisdom 
encourages people in how to live and 
outlines a clear understanding of the dif
ference between right and wrong. A 
sense of optimism permeates conven
tional wisdom, to the point that the wise 
in society are known by their righteous 
behavior and the foolish are known by 
their wicked acts. The impending result is 
that God rewards righteous behavior and 
punishes foolish conduct. The book of 
Proverbs is a prime example of conven
tional wisdom in the Old Testament (see 
September 2006 MESSENGER). 

Reflective wisdom, on the other hand, 
is quite skeptical of the strong optimism 
found in conventional wisdom. Reflective 
wisdom is not shy about challenging the 
notion that the righteous are always 
rewarded and the wicked are consistently 
punished. It is probably fair to say that in 
the Old Testament reflective-wisdom 
offers a rebuttal to many of the themes 
and assumptions found in conventional 
wisdom. One who is familiar with the 
contents of the book of Ecclesiastes 
would be quick to associate it with the 
tradition of reflective wisdom. 

The book of Ecclesiastes is often called 
by its Hebrew name, Ooheleth. This word 
translates as "preacher" or "teacher." The 
English title, "Ecclesiastes," comes from 



~s· 
~ . Reflecting on life by David Leiter 

=utility, but retai ns faith in God 

the Latinized form of the Greek transla
tion of qoheleth from Hebrew. 

The book of Ecclesiastes does not fol
low any clear-cut literary structure or 
outline. The best way to characterize the 
literary formation of the book is to note 
that it is a collection of observations, 
with each observation followed by a 
subsequent reflection. 

better to be wise than foolish, but the 
wise person and the foo l ult imately 
experience the same fate. In the end, the 
wise die just like fools (2:12-23) . Upon 
Qoheleth's search for wisdom and pleas
ure, he suggests in a pessimistic manner 
that the best thing that humans can do is 
to enjoy life, "eat, drink, and be merry," 

God. Although he is frustrated with the 
injustices that often play out in life, he 
ag rees that the best course is to fear God 
and live life in the best way possible. 

It may not come as a surprise, there
fo re, that Ecclesiastes was not an auto
matic addition to the Old Testament 
canon. But despite his pessimism, the 

The theme of vanity 
frames the book as the 
term "vanity of vani
ties" (hebyl hebylim) 
occurs in 1:2 and 12:8. 
This a superlative 
phrase in which the 
author indicates the 
futile nature of life in 

Qoheleth laments that there is a strong sense of futility 
that pervades life. The teacher, however, does not give up on 
God. Although he is frustrated with the injustices that often play 
out in life, he agrees that the best course is to fear God and 
live life in the best way possible. 

general. This theme crops up time and 
again in the book, as the word "vanity" 
(hebyl) occurs more than 30 times. 

A couple of passages illustrate well 
the thought progression of Ecclesiastes. 
In 1 :12-2:26, Qoheleth goes on a search 
for wisdom but concludes that with 
much wisdom also comes great pain 
because the world is not always a pretty 
place (1:12-18). Then the "teacher" 
decides to engage in acts of pleasure. He 
laughed, drank wine, did great things, 
and accumulated many possessions. 
After his experience with great pleasures 
the teacher concluded that in the end it 
is all vain and futile, and there is nothing 
to be gained under the sun (2:1-11). 
Qoheleth then comes up with a most 
painful revelation. Yes, he agrees it is 

as much as God allows (2:24-26). 
Ecclesiastes 7:15-29 also gives some 

insightful clues to the thinking of 
Qoheleth. The teacher argues that he has 
seen it all. The primary problem that he 
has encountered is that many righteous 
people perish in their righteousness 
while plenty of wicked people live long 
lives because of their wicked lifestyle. 
Therefore the neat and tidy notion that 
the righteous are rewarded and the 
wicked are punished, as outlined in the 
book of Proverbs, does not hold t rue 
according to Qoheleth 's experience. 
Because the wise and the foolish endure 
the same fate in the end, namely death, 
Ooheleth laments that there is a strong 
sense of futility that pervades life. The 
teacher, however, does not give up on 

ECCLESIASTES: A CLOSER LOOK 

w riter asserts that there is a God, that 
life is worth living, and that people 
should live joyously until death comes. 
They should do so without trying to 
change the unchangeable and without 
expecting rewards or punishments. 
Along with its pessimism, then, 
Ecclesiastes does stress the importance 
of faith in God even when God's ways 
elude human understanding. li! 

David Leiter is pastor of Green Tree Church of the 
Brethren, Oaks, Pa. He has previously taught at the 
Ecumenical Inst itute of Theology in Baltimore and at the 
Susquehanna Valley M inistry Center/Bethany 
Theological Seminary. 

MESSENGER'S "Journey through the Word" series w ill 
provide a brief overview of a diffe rent book (or books) of 
the Bible each month through December 2009. Coming 
in November: Song of Solomon, by Chris Bucher. 

Historical Context: Although Ecclesiastes 1:1 identifies the book with Solomon, the son of David, the philosophical and cultural 
influences that permeate the book suggest Ecclesiastes was written at a much later time, probably around the late fourth century BCE. 

Well-known passages: Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 (a time for every season ... ); Ecclesiastes 12:1-7 (an allegory of old age). 
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We were sitting on the floor of Colorado State University's cav
ernous Moby {\rena, waiting for the opening worship service of 
National Youth Conference to begin. The floor and the sur
rounding seats stretching up toward the roof quickly filled with 
thousands of Brethren youth and advisors. 

Then a countdown clock signaled the start of the service, and 
the worship band kicked in with high-energy music. The 3,600 
or so members of the congregation erupted in cheers and 
enthusiastically leapt to their feet to join in the singing. 

One of the members of our youth group stood in stunned 
silence, turning and taking in the whole vibrant scene with 
wide eyes. "Wow!" he said eventually. "That's awesome!" 

I knew right then that the many months of fund-raisers, 
preparation, and planning for the trip had been worth it. I never 
doubted that it would be, but it was a good confirmation. 

NYC captures the hearts and imagination of youth, and others, 
in a way that few other things can. In those six days, the pas
sion, joy, and possibilities of being followers of Jesus Christ and 
members of that group we call Brethren are compressed into an 
experience that should more often be embodied in the church. 

Some of it is likely sheer numbers-NYC was the lat gest 
gathering in the denomination this year, some 20 
percent larger than Annual Conference. But it is 
also a place away from most of the politics and 
other distractions that often hold the church 
back from being the church. It is a place where 
the voice of youth is understood and valued, 
where worship speaks in their language, and 
where community and a sense of aliveness are 

, allowed to flourish. 
··such blessings are not the exclusive domain 

of youth or young adults. Similar richness can 
be found at church planting conferences, at ,. 





.. 

. 
Jim Wallis: The world is waiting for you 

After being fired up for justice by Craig Kielburger on Sunday night, Jim 
Wallis was just the man to call the youth and advisors at NYC into 
action on M9nday. 

"I want to call you tonight to an important task," Wallis said. "You've 
got to clear up the confusion about what it means to be a Christian." 

Wallis-an internationally recognized social justice and peace advo
cate, editor of Sojourners magazine and author of the bestselling book 
God's Politics: Why the Right Gets It Wrong and the Left Doesn't Get lt
challengecl youth to look beyond abortion and homosexuality as reli
gious issues, to consider peace, the environment, and social justice, as 
well. 

Wallis said i~ an interview that it is very important for him to be visi
ble and to engage youth because the current movement for justice has 
to be concerned about the leaders of tomorrow . 

"They just have to see it and hear it .... You have to be where they 
see things," Wallis said, referring to his appearance on The Daily Show. 
Wallis also thinks that engaging youth is important because "(This) gen

eration is going to decide whether or not 
we reach the tipping point," a point where 
the world de~ ands action on such issues 
as poverty and global warming . "We 
need them to win," Wallis said. 

He also noted that in order to reach 
this tipping point a "critical mass" of 
youth must "build a vocation around 
social justice .... We're talking about 
young people having a vocation to 
change their history," he said. 

Most importantly, Wallis empha
sized to youth a thought originally 
offered by June Jordan, that "We 
are the people we've been waiting 
for." According to Wallis, youth can-

• not wait till they are "grown up' ' to start working for 
social justice but must start today. · 

After a "reverse offering," in which youth were invited to take a sym
bol of their discipleship out of a basket, musician Ken Medema wrote a 
song based on Wallis' message that became an unofficial mantra of 
NYC. The song went: "We are the people we've been waiting for. The 
world is waiting, so come through the door. There's lots of room here 
on the dancing floor. There's no delaying any more." -Jake Blouch 
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REGNUH: T~rning hunger around 

"Small things, great love, that's how the mountains move." 
Musician Ken Medema sang those words in Monday evening's 
worship celebration, and a small act of great love is exactly 
what happened at NYC earlier that day. About 2,000 youth and 
advisors gathered to participate in the REGNUH 5k run/walk, the 
proceeds of which were contributed to the General Board's 
Global Food Crisis Fund. 

The event, spearheaded by the National Youth Cabinet and NYC 
coordinators, began after opening remarks by New Community 
Project director David Radcliff, who organized an educational com
ponent for the event. Radcliff reminded participants of the miles and 
miles people in developing countries must walk every day in order 
to obtain food or clean drinking water. 

Signs witf\statistics about hunger and various educational sta
tions stood along the path of the run/walk. The educational sta
tions included dramas, people breaking rocks into gravel to show 
how many poor people earn their meager incomes, and a station 
where people could carry water on their heads to feel what it is like 
for women in third world countries who must do this daily. At 
another station people learned how little American hunger relief money really gets to the people who need it due to 
different rules and red tape. A petition at th is station demanded that Congress change this. 

"I think people were pretty amazed," said Radcliff, referring to the statistics confronting participants. He also 
remarked that solving the hunger problem is not just about throwing money at it or giving food handouts, but 
about addressing the structural causes of hunger and helping restore dignity to starving people by helping 
them create their own food sources. He thinks the Global Food Crisis Fund does a great job of addressing these 

issues. "It's the best way people can spend their hunger relief dollars," he said. 
Youth were enthusiastic about the REGN UH event, too. 
"It was pretty tough. It was hot out," said Paul Kline of Nokesville, Va. "(But) it was nice to run 

for a cause instead of a race to be competitive." 
The sheer numbers impressed Nathan Benassi of Winnebago, Ill. 
"With all these people it feels like you're actually making a statement," Benassi said. 
Other youth chimed in about what they learned during the walk. • 
"I learned that every six seconds someone dies of hunger." said Alex Meck of Harrisburg, Pa. "I 

realized how fortunate we are as Americans to eat all the food of the world, and how bad that is." 
Although the number of people participating in the event was impressive, the amount raised 

was even more so. NYC youth and advisors raised nearly $90,000 by the conference, and more 
_ has been coming in since. This money included not only ,p ledges for the run/walk but also tithing 
!a' le youth groups did before NYC. About 30 youth groups raised additional funds beyond their NYC 

registration costs to donate. 

i A challenge also existed between the youth cabinet and Youth/Young Adult Ministry director Chris 
! Douglas and the NYC coordinators to see who could raise the most money. After Douglas and the 

coordinators lost, they were forced to have their hair dyed (temporarily) orange and purple. 
"It's probably triple anything in my wildest imagination," said Howard Royer, director of the 

Global Food Crisis Fund, in response to the offering. "This presents that youth are in a leadership 
position. They're heading the pack. 

"It seems to me what youth are saying is, '(Hunger) is high on the agenda.' " -Jake Slouch 





Ken Medema: Weaving words into wonder 

Musician Ken Medema is loved for his songs, ranging from the energetic to the 
reflective. He is likely best known, however, not for the pieces he has written and reg
ularly performed but for his ability to listen to sermons and stories and create original 
songs from those words on the spot. 

Medema, blind from birth, demonstrated that skill during two worship services. He 
follo~ed messages by Crai'g Kielburger and Jim Wallis with songs that immediately 
became NYC favorites: "Small things, great love," and "We are the people we've 
been waiting for." Each seemed to cut right to the essence of the speaker's theme and 
push it forward with notes of inspiration. 

"I think that's really a gift. I'm kind of in awe of it," Medema said of his rapidly impro
vised compositions. "I keep saying, 'This is coming out of this little brain?' I'm kind of 
listening as a therapist does, listening and hearing the real heart of the matter, I think." 

Medema said he began developing that gift in high school, where he didn't have 
someone taking notes for him and Braille machines at the time were clumsy. Instead, 

he began developing various mnemonic devices that would help him remem
ber things, putting mental pictures and ideas together. 

"That has actually stood me in pretty good stead," he said. "It's 
not as much of a task as people think." 

NYC participants had an opportunity to experience 
Medema's gentle way of spinning words firsthand in several 
workshops during the week. Titled "Singing Our 
Experiences," the workshops invited participants to share 
very personal stories of pain and struggle that Medema 
then wove into songs with an air of healing. 

Many of those who shared had tears in their eyes, and a 
few even came up onto the stage to share a hug with the 
singer. 

Medema, who grew up in Michigan but now lives in San 
Francisco, has become a National Youth Conference regu

lar. He says he enjoys performing for all age groups, and 
each has something different to offer, but youth hold a spe

cial place in his heart. ' 
"I look to them to show me where I need to go next," 

Medema said. "They're so full of energy and new ideas: 
They're so unspoiled by the status quo. 

" ... I never want to get to the point where I'm not excited by 
the new, not challenged by the new. Youth kind of go, 'Ooo ... ' 
There's that surprise-open-mouth, wide-eyed surprise. I never , 
want to be far from that." -Walt Wiltschek 





Christian band Superchick rocks Moby Arena 

On Sunday evening, youth crammed into the front of Moby Arena to rock out to up
and-coming Christian rock group Superchick. Hailing from Chicago, Superchick com
bines punk rock and wailing guitar riffs, hip-hop beats, and R&B melodies to form their 
distinct musical sound. 

Superchick has toured the country the past few years spreading their message of not 
conforming to the unhealthy messages of society and the media, and encouraging 
young men and women to pick th§l right people with whom to become romantically 
involved. Su):lerchick aims to use their music as a tool to make a difference in the lives 
of young people. 

Many in the crowd that night, like Courtney Turner and Brooke Collins of Hanover, 
Pa., had never heard Superchick's music before. Collins said she and Turner came to the 
concert because fhey wanted to "have fun and do something different." The pair even 
bo4ght a CD just in case. "If we like them, we have it," Collins said. 

Some youth seemed to like Superchick a lot. 
"I thought it was awesome and very exciting," said Angela Ranes of Beaverton, Mich. 

Ranes Spid how she liked the different perspective Superchick brought to the music. 
"(It's) not just kind q_f slow and always thinking about the hard times." she said. 

Some were a little less excited about Superchick's music. "I liked the actu
al music part of it, but the lyrics weren't that great." said Andrew 

Coughlin of Hershey, Pa. "I thought it was an okay show." 
Even though security was a little tighter than s@me would have 
hoped, youth still had a great time 
jumping arouAd to the feel-good 

rock music of Superchick. 
"They had good stage pres

ence. They really knew 
how to pump up the 

crowd." said Andrew 
Whitman of Ono, Pa. 





Going global: International guests enrich NYC 

"I'm very excited for everyone," exclaimed Dharma Enid, a youth from Vega Baja, 
Puerto Rico. That was the overwhelming sentiment of the international guests at NYC. 
Church of the Brethren youth from Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic, India, and 
even Korean youth from Philadelphia traveled hundreds or thousands of miles to Fort 

' Collins. 
International guests started off the week with a reception held to welcome them. The 

gathering featured a number of group games as well as small group time for American 
and international youth to ~et and get te know one another. "We have people here 
from alf over the world, and it would be a missed opportunity for them not to meet 
each other," NYC coordinator Cindy Laprade said. 

The youth who had come from other cultures appreciated the opportunity. 
" I feel gre!lt being here, qeing able to meet with Church of the Brethren members on 

a national level," said Benjamin Lamu Bueno of San Luis, Dominican Republic. "I feel 
• very joyful." 

Beth Gunzel, staff for the General Board's economic development program in the 
Dominican Republic, was also excited for the Dominican youth. 

'Tve been really excited about how the group has been able to interact with others 
despite language barriers," she said. " I hope that their time here has helped them get 
to know themselves better." 

-
Dominican youth shared some of their songs in worship and led a late-night activi

ty on Dominican-style worship. In the midst of all 
the excitement, howev•er, s@me youth did have 
a few reservations about the conference. 

"I just hope people won't judge us by the 
way we look," said Julia M in from Grace 
Christian Fellowship, a Korean church in 
Philadelphia. "I hope people notice we're all 
different in our own ways." Min remarked that 
she had a go0d time traveling out to NYC, 
stopping by Yellowstone National Park. 

The guests who traveled the greatest distance 
were Jonty Jerome and Richmond Christian 
from Valsad, India. Jerome attends the Brethren 
church in Valsad, and Christian attends the 
Church of North India there. 

"I liked al l the evening and morning worships 
and learning all the songs." said Christian . "What 
I have learned here I will go back to my church 
and share with my youth." 

Jerome shared Christian's sentiments: "What I 
.., have learned I want to share in our ch l)rch ." He 
[ said he learned a lot about the Bible at NYC, ~nd 
f really enjoyed Ted & Lee and Ken Medema. 

Wherever the international youth came from, 
they were very excited to be at NYC. Many said they felt empowered, even though 
they were in a strange place and some did not understand English well. The interna
tional youth were excited to take home all they had learned in the United States and 
share that empowerment with their home churches. -Jake Blouch 







(continued from page 12) 

older adult events, and at 
other gatherings around 
the denomination. NYC, 
though, seems to crackle 
with the potential of.really 

• changing the church, and per
haps the world, if we are willing 
to let it happen. 

Ed Cheladyn, an advisor from 
Michigan District, said he felt the "sheer 
energy" present every time he entered the 
arena for worship. "I think there has been more energy 
at worship here in one evening th(,m in an entire year at 
my church," he said. 

Dakota Popielarz, a youth from Prescott, Mich., also 
felt that spirit. 

"You see all the people at worship, and you know 
they're all there for the same reason," Popielarz said. 
"It's crazy fun." 

The therne this year, from the Gospel of John, invited 
youth to "Come and ~ee"-come and see who Jesus is 
and what he is doing, much as those early disciples 
were invited to do. 

They did so through twice-daily worship services, 
more than 150 workshops, small groups, service proj
ects, and inspirational concerts. lime in between gave 
space for recreation, sports tournaments, hiking, eating, 
and, occasionally, sleeping. 

And, of course, it provided space to connect with thou
sands of other Brethren who are on similar journeys. 

"When you're at your church, it doesn't seem like 
there are a whole lot of people who are Brethren," said 
Sarah Heiny of Palmdale, Calif., "but then you come 
here and the'te are all these people who are crazy for 
God. It's awesome." 

That craziness showed up in youth who went the 
extra mile throughout the week: About 2,000 of them 
participating in a walk for hunger; generous offerings 
for a youth who found out he had lost his home to fire 
during the week; several groups doing impromptu proj 
ects to gather money, T-shirts, or other supplies for 
those in need, responding to a challenge by worship 
speaker Craig Kielburger to change the world through 
"small actions and great love." 

Musician Ken Medema turned that message into an 
original song that quickly caught on. The chorus said 
simply; "Small things, great love, that's how the moun
tains move. Small things, each day, give yourself away." 

NYC dean Jon Keller reported one evening that a 

member of the Colorado State 
University conference staff had been 

so impressed by the youth that they 
wanted to find out more about the 

Church of the Brethren. That brought a loud 
ovation from the crowd. 

,. 

"It's cool to be a Christian here," Cheladyn said. "You 
can talk about your values and not be an outcast. You 
can do church twice a day, and it's great." 

But the impact of NYC was not just outward; it was 
inward, too. 

After a worship in which Sojourners editor Jim Wallis 
spoke, I saw a youth nearby standing with eyes closed 
and a look of absolute joy spread across his face. 
Another youth nearby said softly, "Whoa. That was 
intense." Another said later that he had decided to 
enter Brethren Volunteer Service. • 

And during an anointing service on the' final evening 
of the conference, one youth came forward and said, "I 
feel like I found my faith in God again." I've heard simi
lar stories from others since. 

But what now? That was the question asked as a 
sub-theme on the last day of NYC. It was asked to 
youth, but it could just as well be asked to the church. 
What now, now that these thousands of youth have 
been inspired, energized, and encouraged to change the 
world in the name of Jesus Christ. Are we ready to step 
up and work alongside them? 

"You have to try to take the energy you get from here 
and put it in your everyday life and keep it going," said 
Calvin Hoskins, a youth from Fredericksburg, Va. "You 
can't just save it for Sundays." 

Wallis ended his message by stomping on the stage to 
signal the start of a ballpark-like wave of people jumping 
to their feet with raised hands, all the way to the Moby 
Arena rafters. It embodied the hope for an equally ener
getic wave of changed lives following the conference. 

"We were blown away by the money collected and 
the support demonstrated during the week," said Beth 
Rhodes, one of the three NYC coordinators, "but I can't 
wait to see the ripples that emanate from this experi
ence in the months and years to come." li! 

Walt Wiltschek is editor of MESSENGER. He served as an advisor for York 
Center Church of the Brethren (Lombard, Ill.) and Illinois/Wisconsin 
District at NYC. 



Brethren membership 
declines by largest 
amount in five years 

Church of the Brethren membership 
declined by the largest amount in five 
years in 2005, down 1,861 members or 
1.42 percent. Total reported denomina
tional membership fell under 130,000 
for the first time since the 1920s. 

Denominational membership has 
been on a steady decline since the 
early 1960s, as it has been for most 
"mainline" denominations in the US. 

Membership for the denomination 
in the US and Puerto Rico at the end 
of 2005 stood at 129,340 according to 
figures collected by the Church of the 
Brethren Yearbook 2006, published by 
Brethren Press. The figure does not 
include Church of the Brethren mem
bership in other countries including 
Nigeria, Brazil, India, the Dominican 
Republic, and Haiti. The Nigerian 
church reported a membership of 
about 160,000 earlier this year. 

Fifteen of the 23 US districts report
ed membership declines last year, one 
(Oregon/Washington) reported no 
change, and seven reported member-
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ship increases. 
Atlantic Southeast District had the 

largest percentage increase, up 2.66 
percent with a net gain of 52 mem
bers. Atlantic Northeast, already the 
largest district, grew larger with the 
largest numerical gain last year. It 
reported an increase of 101 members 
(.68 percent), for a total of 14,947. 

The largest numerical and percent
age decrease came from Pacific 
Southwest District, down 472 mem
bers or 16.38 percent. Missouri/ 
Arkansas District dropped 12.79 per
cent, a loss of 82 members, moving it 
behind Idaho to become the denomi
nation's smallest district. Three other 
districts-South/Central Indiana, 
Michigan, and West Marva-reported 
declines of 3.75 percent or more. 

The number of full congregations 
fell by nine, but there were four new 
fellowships and four new projects 
welcomed during the year. Total 
reported average weekly worship 
attendance dropped by nearly 2,500 
people from the year before, to 
65,143. And the number of baptisms 
was at its lowest level in recent his
tory, with just 1,660 reported. A total 

of 1,955 baptisms were reported in 
2004 and 2,923 in 2003. 

Updated Yearbook figures are based 
on data provided by congregations that 
turn in statistical reports. In 2005, 69 
percent of the congregations reported, 
a fairly consistent response to previous 
years; 71 percent reported in 2004. 

The Yearbook also lists contact 
information and statistics for congre
gations, districts, and agencies of the 
denomination, as well as related 
Brethren organizations. The 2006 
edition is available from Brethren 
Press; to order call 800-441-3712. 

PERSONNEL MOVES 

• Stephen Mason has begun work for 
Brethren Benefit Trust (BBT) as director of the 
Brethren Foundation as of Nov. 1. He also 
will assume the responsibilities of director of 
Investments. Previously he has been execu
tive director of the Association of Brethren 
Caregivers, and a vice president for 
McPherson College, and for Manchester 
College. 
• Jay Wittmeyer of Elgin, 111., began Oct. 30 
as manager of publications for BBT, with 
oversight of printed materials such as 
newsletters, press releases, and website. He 
will serve on the Communications Team and 
will be one of BBT's senior writers and edi

tors. 

f Love offering sends $20,000 
to aid Nigerian churches 

A sum of $20,000 has been sent to Ekklesiyar 
Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EYN-the Church of the Brethren 
in Nigeria) as a "love offering" from the Church of 
the Brethren in the US following the destruction of 
several EYN churches in interreligious violence on 
Feb. 18. The offering was initiated by the General 
Board at its March meeting. 

Five EYN churches were among many Christian 
churches in the city of Maiduguri burned or dam
aged during riots over cartoons depicting the 
prophet Muhammad. Several EYN members were 
seriously injured in the rioting, as well. 

EYN general secretary Y.Y. Balami senf a letter 
acknowledging the gift "with thanks for your love for 
us," he said. "This singular act has again reminded 
us that we are together, that what affects EYN also 
affects the Church of the Brethren. Kindly extend our 
appreciation and greetings to the churches and indi
viduals who assisted financially and those who 
prayed for EYN." 

The $20,000 (about 2.6 million Nigerian naira) will 
aid the affected congregations and support continu
ing EYN efforts toward peace and reconciliation. 



Brethren cooperate in peace church long-term care insurance program 

A new Peace Church Long-term Care Insurance 
program is now available through the Fellowship of 
Brethren Homes (an organization of Church of the 
Brethren retirement centers) and the Association of 
Brethren Caregivers (ABC). The new program may 
help address the problem of "uncompensated 
care" faced by Brethren retirement facilities. 

For several years, more than $14 million annually 
has been spent by 18 of the 22 centers to care for 
older adults who no longer have the financial 
resources to pay for their own care. It is unlikely 
that government funding for long-term care will 
increase, or that a legislative solution is even possi
ble, reported Don Fecher, director of the fellowship. 
"It is also unlikely that a Church of the Brethren 
facility will turn away a resident in need," he added. 

Currently, costs for assisted living facilities range 
from $900 to $3,000 per month, according to ABC. 
The Health Insurance Association of America reports 
that the national average for a year in a nursing 

home is estimated to cost more than $46,000, and in 
some areas can cost twice that amount. 

Through ecumenical partnerships with the other 
historic peace churches-Mennonites and 
Friends-the fellowship is making it possible for 
anyone connected with the Church of the Brethren 
to take advantage of the program. Anyone connect
ed to the Church of the Brethren may participate 
along with his or her spouse, children ages 18 and 
older, parents, grandparents, siblings, in-laws, 
aunts, and uncles. 

The program will pay benefits for long-term care 
services in a person's home, assisted living facility, 
adult day-care facility, or nursing home, and is 
available for Alzheimer's/dementia coverage. The 
program is guaranteed renewable and offers tax
quantified plans. For more information or to 
request a cost estimate, contact the administering 
organization, Senior Ministries Insurance Alliance 
of Harrisburg, Pa., at 800-382-1352. 

Brethren join religious coalition to rebuild Gulf coast churches 

The Brethren Witness/Washington 
Office has joined a religious coali
tion focused on rebuilding con
gregations in New Orleans and 
other areas of the hurricane-rav
aged Gulf Coast, called 
"Churches Supporting Churches." 
The Brethren Witness/Washington 
Office is a ministry of the General 
Board. 

Office director Phil Jones has 
been part of a planning and strat
egy group for the project since its 
inception in October 2005 and 
has visited New Orleans several 
times for meetings about the 
project. "It is our hope that . .. 
Brethren congregations will step 
forward to partner with one or 
more of the congregations of 
New Orleans," he said. "The 
tired and embattled pastors and 
congregations of the Gulf region 
would embrace such an outpour
ing of love, support, and con
cern." 

The decision to join the coali
tion was prompted by mounting 
concern about the ability of 
Hurricane Katrina evacuees to 
move back to New Orleans. The 
project hopes to help re-establish 

community life in New Orleans 
and other areas of the Gulf by 
helping rebuild primarily black 
churches, focusing on helping 
raise the necessary funds to 
repair, rebuild, and re-open as 
many churches as possible. 

The coalition is convened by 
C.T. Vivian, a civil rights activist, 
and also includes the Progressive 
National Baptist Convention, 
American Friends Service 

Committee, Every Church a 
Peace Chu rch, Baptist Peace 
Fellowship of North America, 
Presbyterian Church USA, and 
Mennonite Church USA, and has 
a connection with the National 
Council of Churches. 

For information about how to 
become a partner congregation, 
contact the Brethren 
Witness/Washington Office at 
800-785-3246. 

Oct. 6-7 Mid-Atlantic 
District Conference, 
Manassas, Va.; Southern 
Ohio District Confer
ence, Dayton, Ohio 

Oct. 8 World Mission 
Offering (General Board) 

Oct. 13-14 Atlantic 
Northeast District 
Conference, 
Elizabethtown, Pa.; 
Atlantic Southeast 
District Conference, 
Castaner, P.R. 

Oct. 13-15 
Oregon/ Washington 
District Conference, 
Portland, Ore. 

Oct. 16-24 Peace with 
Justice Week 

Oct. 20-21 Idaho 
District Conference, 
Boise, Idaho; Middle 
Pennsylvania District 
Conference, Roaring 
Spring, Pa. 

Oct. 21-23 General 
Board meeting, Elgin, Ill. 

Oct. 27-29 Bethany 
Theological Seminary 
board of trustees meet
ing, Richmond, Ind.; 
Pacific Southwest 
District Conference, 
Scottsdale, A riz. 

Oct. 28 Western 
Pennsylvania District 
Conference, Indiana, Pa. 

Nov. 3-4 Shenandoah 
District Conference, 
Bridgewater, Va. 

Nov. 3-5 
Illinois/Wisconsin 
District Conference, 
Lombard, Ill. 

Nov. 5 National Junior 
High Sunday 
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lRAQ: 
Finding the 
roots of hope 
Church of the Brethren member Peggy 
Gish has returned to Iraq with Christian 
Peacemaker Teams (CPT) once again. Gish 
has spent much of the past few years work
ing in Iraq with CPT, first arriving there before 

E the war began. Originally a violence-reduc- S 
tion initiative of the historic peace churches 
(Church of the Brethren, Mennonite, and 
Quaker), CPT now enjoys support and mem
bership from a wide range of Christian 
denominations. Formerly the CPT Iraq team 
was based in Baghdad, but currently is work
ing in another area of the country. Gish wrote 
the following reflection on Aug. 1: 

"A call came last week from an Iraqi 
human rights worker and friend of the (CPT) 
team. The previous night, someone attempted to shoot him 
near his home in southern Iraq. He does not know what 
group may be behind this attack and the threats on his life he 
has received in the past months. 

"A former team translator told us that militia and criminal 
gangs control many neighborhoods in Baghdad. In his neigh
borhood, daily gun battles on the street break out. In another 
Baghdad neighborhood, the husband of another team 
friend- also a human rights activist-was killed. 

" 'I couldn't believe it at first,' a human rights worker in 
Najaf told us after recently returning from several months in 
the US. 'The situation in Iraq is much worse than I ever imag
ined. I can no longer say this isn't civil war.' 

"Some Iraqis are fleeing their homes, but most cannot 
leave. They feel helpless to do anything to change the esca
lating violence and chaos. Just two weeks ago the CPT team's 
former landlord and his wife told us that even though most of 
Baghdad was dangerous, the neighborhood we had been liv
ing in was safe. Since then, they have called us to say the sit
uation there has become worse. Fewer people are out on the 

streets doing business or shopping. They have left and now 
agree with other Iraqi friends and colleagues who have 
advised our team not to return to Baghdad. 

"These Iraqis are like our family. We feel a deep love and 
grieve for them. Not being able to accompany them or to do 
more to help them is painful. During our morning prayers, we 
mention them by name. We read about and speak of hope, 
but we have felt this hope is something out of reach, some
thing that instead of buoying us up, is flying in our faces. 

"A teammate named what we were all feeling: 'Right now 
it's hard to have hope for the future of Iraq.' 

"The prophet Isaiah addressed this struggle when he spoke 
of God bringing forth springs of water in the thirsty ground of 
the desert (Isaiah 35:6-7) and of God being with us as we pass 
through the rivers and through fire (Isaiah 43:2). Just like water 
in dry lands, hope is a precious commodity in war-torn places. 

"If we base our hope mainly on our ability to stop this hor
rible violence, we are lost. Only when our faith is rooted in 
God's ability to work in impossible situations can we rise 
above despair and allow hope to strengthen us and lead us to 
action. That is the hope I pray for and want to walk in." 

Recent grants from the General Board's 
Emergency Disaster Fund 

• $350,000 for long-term recovery work 
in southern Asia following the 
December 2004 tsunami 

• $5,000 for relief efforts by CWS after 
summer storms caused flooding and dam
age in many states along the East Coast 

gram in the Dominican Republic, called 
the Community Development Program 

• $18,555 from the Church of the 
Brethren Foods Resource Bank account 
to continue support of a hunger relief 
project in the Totonicapan region of 
Guatemala 

• $60,000 for continued support of 
long-term relief work by Church World 
Service (CWS) in Sudan 

• $50,000 for work by CWS following 
an earthquake in Java, Indonesia 

• $25,000 to support a CWS appeal for 
the humanitarian crisis created by the 
lsrael/Hezbollah war in Lebanon 

• $25,000 for Brethren Disaster 
Response to open a new rebuilding site 
in an area affected by Hurricane Katrina 
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• $4,000 for emergency food following 
drought and crop failures in Tanzania, 
through CWS 

• $2,400 for continued support of work by 
Church of the Brethren Emergency 
Response after landslides and floods 
affected a village in Guatemala. Previous 
grants to this project total $20,800 

Recent grants from the General Board's 
Global Food Crisis Fund 
• $66,500 to cover the 2006 budget of a 
Church of the Brethren microloan pro-

• $4,000 for CWS work in Tanzania to 
provide emergency food relief during a 
drought 

• $2.500 from the Foods Resource Bank 
account for a rural women's develop
ment program in Nicaragua 

• $2,500 from the Foods Resource Bank 
account for the Christian Center for 
Integrated Development in Haiti 



ONCAMPUS 
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.) 

More than 400 incoming freshmen fanned 
out into the area around Bridgewater on 
Aug . 28 to perform a day of service-learn
ing for 13 public and charitable agencies. It 
marks the second year that Bridgewater has 
required all incoming freshmen to perform 
charitable service as part of the orientation 
process .... Gifts and pledges to Bridgewater 
in 2005-2006 totaled more than $8 million. 

Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.) 

Elizabethtown in August named Richard 
L. Bailey of Freeland, Md., as vice presi
dent for finance. Bailey had previously 
been assistant vice president for financial 
systems at Loyola College in Maryland. 
Marianne Calenda was named dean of 
students, effective July 1. She previously 
worked at Thiel College in Greenville, Pa., 

Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.) 

Juniata this summer received a $300,000 
grant from the Richard King Mellon 
Foundation to fund the construction of one 
modular residential structure at the col
lege's Raystown Lake Field Station com
plex, which eventually will house students 
taking part in Juniata's semester-long 
environmental science academic program. 

University of La Verne (La Verne, Calif.) 

Fundamentals of Legal Research, by 
College of Law Dean Donald Dunn and 
co-author Roy M. Mersky, was honored 
recently by the Academic Law Libraries 
Special Interest Section Centennial 
Committee as one of the most influential 
writings in the legal profession from 1957 
to 2006. The 821-page text is used in both 
first-year and advanced research courses 
in law schools and paralegal programs. 

Manchester College (North Manchester, Ind.) 

In its 2007 study of "Great Schools at a 
Great Price," US News & World Report 
ranks Manchester third among 107 Midwest 
comprehensive colleges. Manchester gets 
high points for its low faculty-student ratio 
(1:14), peer assessment, and its generous 
alumni giving rate (31 percent). Only five 
Midwest colleges have better ratios. 

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.) 

Home State Bank & Trust this summer 
committed $25,000 to the "MyMC" cam
paign. Of the donation's total, $15,000 is 
designated as a $5,000 annual lead gift 
for the Local Business Campaign, which 
supports the McPherson College Annual 
Scholarship Fund. The remaining $10,000 
will be used for building the Career 
Services Endowment Fund. 

Youth Peace Travel Team has summer of stretching 

While many young women in their early 20s spend their summers 
working or taking summer classes, the four young women on this 
summer's Youth Peace Travel Team (YPTT) spent it very differently. The 
2006 YPTT, composed of Margaret Bortner, Karen Duhai, Corinne 
Lipscomb, and Christina McPherson, spent their summer traveling 
mainly to western Brethren, engaging campers on peace and social 
justice issues. The team also went to Annual Conference and National 
Youth Conference. 

YPTT is a combined annual ministry of On Earth Peace, Outdoor 
Ministries Association, and the General Board's Brethren 
Witness/Washington Office and Brethren Volunteer Service. The team 
helps educate campers by leading campfires, workshops, morning 
watch, and small group discussions, and utilizing media such as 
drama, music, and interactive activities. 

"Each camp had something different to offer that made it stand out. ... 
It was a different experience every time," remarked Bortner. She added 
that her experience with YPTT helped her "to stretch physically, mentally, 
and spiritually." 

Duhai said one of her favorite parts of the summer was "meeting so 
many different people and traveling to various new and exciting loca-

tions. I've learned how vast the Church of the Brethren is and how 
many personalities and ideas there are." 

Bortner shared some reflections on the summer, as well. "I have 
learned how easy it is to make a difference in peoples' lives," she said. 
"It's easy to change the world if you start with one person." 

Duhai said that while at times it was difficult "working with different 
personalities," she gained "a connection with the church I did not have 
before (and) lifelong friendships within the peace team." 

Bortner said she would take away "many spectacular friendships, 
greater concern for our world, and lots of dirty socks," from her '(PTT 
experience. -Jake Blouch 

Bits and pieces 

• National Junior High Sunday is set for observance on Nov. 5. 
Look for resources at www.brethren.org/genbd/yya. 

• Three new Brethren Volunteer Service workers began in August as 
workcamp staff for 2006-2007. Travis Beam, Rachel McFadden, 
and Amy Rhodes will work with new workcamp coordinator Steve Van 
Houten to plan and carry out next summer's Church of the Brethren 
youth workcamps. 
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'The Great Starvation Experiment' 
Book reveals Brethren heroism 

There are heroes everywhere, but we Brethren aren't 
.l very good at pointing at our own role models. You 

can see it from the beginning of Brethren history, when the 
Original Eight deliberately failed to record the date of their 
first baptism, the name of the person who performed it, or 
any portrait of anyone involved in it. 

Maybe it's because of our Brethren emphasis on community, 
but it can get annoying when other denominations think they're 
the ones who founded Heifer International. And now, when we 
listen to the drumbeat of war it would be nice if we'd lift up our 

peace heroes a little more often. 
Over the years I've met some of the 

Brethren, Mennonites, Friends, and 
others who refused to serve because 
of their religious beliefs. They were 
anything but cowards. Some pio
neered the science of smoke jumping, 
others exposed the abuses of nursing 
homes and asylums, while many 
served as medical guinea pigs. 

My own peace hero is Carlyle 
Frederick, who lived most of his life in 
Nappanee, Ind. He modestly admitted, 

when I asked him, that he was indeed one of those who took 
part in the starvation experiment. I wrote a few articles about 
him, but I always felt the story needed to be widely known. 

Todd Tucker tells that story the way it needs to be told . His 
book, The Great Starvation Experiment: The Heroic Men Who 
Starved So That Millions Could Live opens near the end of the 
saga-describing the desperation felt by one brave volunteer 
toward the end of the project and leaving us with a cliffhanger 
that calls the reader to devour (sorry) the rest of the book. 

The book is about the intrepid volunteers, but also about Dr. 
Ancel Keys, a researcher from the University of Minnesota. He 
had already made a name for himself as the inventor of the K
ration. He would become even more famous after the war by 
linking high-cholesterol diet and rampant heart disease. 

In the m idst of the Second World War, anticipating that mil
lions might be starving to death at war's end, Keys formulat
ed an audacious experiment that pushed the limits of medical 
ethics, even for that time. He sent out pamphlets to Civilian 
Public Service (CPS) camps, where Brethren, along with oth-
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ers from many faiths, were serving their country through 
alternative service. He asked COs the question "Will you 
starve that they be better fed?" 

The volunteers, who survived a rigorous screening process, 
were systematically starved, eating the same food expected to 
be available in war-torn Europe. In addition to regular tread
mill work, participants were required to walk over 20 miles a 
week, much of it during the bleak Minnesota winter. They lost 
weight and lost interest in everything else except food. Every 
gram served at the twice-daily meals was consumed. 

Nine Brethren were among the 36 volunteers, constituting 
a larger group than any other denomination. Tucker's story 
catalogs not only their bravery, but also what the experiment 
accomplished. Notable is the story of Bob Willoughby, one of 
the most athletic of the group. Because he did not lose 
weight at the same rate as the others, Keys assumed he was 
cheating and would not use his data for the study, but clearly 
all the other participants believed he had fulfilled his duty. 

Thank heavens for this book. The author has done his home
work, and carefully examines the ethical questions that under
gird what was a daring and almost brutal experiment that has, 
as the subtitle suggests, saved millions of lives over the years. 

One cannot read this book without admiring both the calm 
and measured religious convictions of those from the historic 
peace churches, as well as many others from other traditions, 
including a good number of Methodists, Presbyterians, and 
Baptists. The heroism of the participants, the extreme depri
vations they endured, and their good humor, all deriving from 
their desire to serve humanity during their CPS service, is 
worth honoring as another way to be patriotic. 

The conscientious objectors who served their country in that 
era were heroes, willing not only to stand up for their beliefs in 
the face of overwhelming disdain, but just as willing to risk 
their lives to serve humanity. They did these things because of 
their faith in Jesus, the Prince of Peace, and because they 
believed they should follow God in all things at all times. 

Tucker tells the story with clarity, good humor, and perspec
tive. It is a fast and enjoyable read. Every church library 
should have a copy. For those who want to know more about 
CPS and related forms of service for peace, I also recommend 
A Cup of Cold Water, by J. Kenneth Kreider.~ 

Frank Ramirez is pastor of Everett (Pa .) Church of the Brethren . 
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Peace Church Long-Term Care Insurance Allows You 
to Receive the Care You Choose When You Need It 

Most people have planned well for the future. 

But with all of our thoughtful planning, 

something unfortunate could still surprise us. 

long-term care insurance may supplement 

your pension, social security and savings. 

As someone connected with the Church of 

the Brethren, you are eligible for the Peace 

Church Long-Term Care Insurance pro

gram. The Fellowship of Brethren Homes 

and the Association of Brethren Caregivers 

believes that long-term care insurance can 

help protect you, your family and your retire

ment security from the high costs of long 

term care. 

Association of 
Brethren Caregivers 
Serving the Caring Ministries 
of the Church of the Brethren 

The Fellowship of Brethren Homes' ecumeni

cal partnerships make it possible for you to take 

advantage of the Peace Church Long-Term 

Care Insurance available through its administra

tor, Senior Ministries Insurance Alliance. 

■ Benefits paid for services in your own 

home, assisted living facility, daycare 

facility or nursing home 

■ Alzheimer's and dementia coverage 

■ Guaranteed renewable 

■ Tax quantified plans 

■ Coverage available to spouses, brothers, 

sisters, parents, children age 18+ , grand

parents, in-laws, aunts and uncles 

For more information or cost estimates about 
this new Peace Church Long-Term Care 
Insurance program, call (800) 382-1352. 

• ~ Send me information about the Peace Church 
Long-Term Care Insurance available to anyone 
connected with the Church of the Brethren. 

Name 

Address 

City County State Zip 

Phone Church 

Date of Birth Spouse 's Date of Birth , 
I 

Return coupon to: : 
Senior Ministries Insurance Alliance : 
1023 Mumma Rd. , Lemoyne, PA 17043 : 

~-------------------------------------------~ 
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At Bethany, learning to preach 
means engaging texts and people 
in creative ways to bring the gospel 
to life. If you are ready to study the 
word and tell the story, Bethany is 
the place to help you f ind your voice. 

Urgent opening! 

Dawn Ottoni Wilhelm 
Associate Professor of 
Preaching and Worship 

~~~~00~~l 
615 National Road West 
Richmond, Indiana 47374 
800-287-8822 
www.bethanyseminary.edu 
Enroll@bethanyseminary.edu 

Country Representative needed for 
historic MCC program in India 

oordinate the work of large Indian staff 
eace, education and community development programs 

in partnership with Indian organizations. 

Individual/couple preferred by January 2007 or start date of June 2007 possible. 

Direct inquiries to: 
Lowell Detweiler, MCC Human Resources 
P. 0. Box 500, Akron, PA 17501, phone 717-859-1151 , email: lcd@mcc.org ( 

"' Mennonite 
~ Central 
~ Committee 
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Conference sends mixed message 

In the April 2006 issue of MESSENGER, the 
Brethren spoke with "forked tongue." On page 
16, the article about the future reported on the 
work of the Annual Conference Council and of 
Lerry Fogle, executive director of Annual 
Conference. Their work was the production of 
mission and values statements, and a listing of 
core values of Annual Conference. 

Among other items, the mission statement 
affirms that Annual Conference "exists to 
unite .. . the Church of the Brethren to follow 
Jesus." The vision statement calls for 
Annual Conference, among other things, to 
be "inclusive." And, among other things, 
Annual Conference is committed to "unity." 

This is great stuff. However, on page 21 it all 
came unraveled. There the report is made that 
once again, as it has done for 20 years, the 
Program and Arrangements Committee of 
Annual Conference has refused to grant exhib
it space to the Brethren Mennonite Council. 

So much for unity and inclusiveness among 
the Brethren. Sisters and brothers, when will 
we ever learn that in Jesus' realm of love, 
compassion, and justice everyone is equal and 
everyone is welcome at the table, whether we 

believe 39 things before breakfast or not? 

Thank you, NYC! 

Galen L. Miller 
Wenatchee, Wash. 

My son Jeffrey and I would love to thank 
everyone that attended the National Youth 
Conference in Colorado this summer. Most 
of you do not know us, and may never meet 
us, but you have all been a big part of our 
lives since that time. Everyone at the confer
ence was truly amazing! 

Our house caught fire on July 24, during 
the youth conference. Jeffrey was at the 
conference, and I was at work. The fire was 
a freak electrical accident that amounted to 
the right events at the wrong times. Most of 
the house sustained a substantial amount of 
smoke damage, and it will take many 
months to rebuild or to even find out what 
we can still salvage from our previous life. 

The opinions expressed in "Letters" are not necessarily 
those of MESSENGER. Readers should receive them in the 
same way as when differing views are expressed in face
to-face conversation. 

Letters should be brief, clear, and respectful of the opin
ions of others, with strong differences handled in the spirit 
of Matthew 18. Preference is given to letters that respond 
directly to items in MESSENGER. Anonymous letters will not 
be considered. Send letters to MESSENGER, Attn: Letters, 
1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or messenger@brethren.org. 
Please include hometown and phone number. 



Jeffrey's room was a total loss. He lost 
everything he ever owned: pictures, clothes, 
awards, etc., are all gone now. We also lost 
our seven cats that were family. There were 
four kittens we were keeping for Pet Refuge 
that also perished in the fire. The cats were the 
most devastating loss that my son and I had. Life 

Ava\lab\e tOf 
Advent 1ttrough 

Ep\phonv 

I could not be with Jeffrey, as we live in 
Indiana. But I was able to contact a family 
friend, who was also attending the conference. 
Everyone at the conference spent numerous 
hours consoling Jeffrey and trying to help him 
through his loss. It was very difficult for him, 
especially since he was miles away from 
home. He was very angry and felt very help
less, but he had so many people around him 
at the conference that prayed for him. 

wfi Advent Through Epiphany 
Devotions or 

Chris Bowman leads 
you through the 
Advent season with 
devotions to quiet 
your souls and open 
your hearts for 
receiving the bread 
of life and sharing 
it with others. 

We were told that there were around 3,000 
people at the conference- that equaled to 
3,000 prayers there alone! At the end of the 
conference, a love offering was made to 
Jeffrey. There was a huge outpouring of contri 
butions made in his name. People who never 
met him and may never meet him gave what 
they had to help him to rebuild his life. Some 
of the kids gave all the money they had in their 
pockets to a complete stranger without regret. 

Christopher D Bov,man 

I~ 
Brethren Press 

145! Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60!2,0-1694 

$2.00 

Order your copy today 
from Brethren Press 

For the parents out there that did not 
know that their children did this, I think they 
will be glad to know that a new skateboard, 

phone 800-44 l-3 7T 2 fax 800-66 7-8 I 88 ww1v.brcthrenprcss.con1 800-441-3712 

Church of the Brethren congregations are encouraged to 

focus on disability issues within their congregations during 

Disabilities Awareness Month this October. Resources avail

able at www.brethren-caregivers.org to help congregations are: 

■ The new ADA Resolution 

■ Worship resources 

■ Materials for Sunday school (awareness raising and 

for those with special needs) 

■ Ideas for raising congregational awareness 

■ Accessibility checklist 

■ Funding suggestions 

■ Resources to adapt church rituals for special needs 

■ Articles from the Caregiving issue devoted to "Taking 

Another Look at Disabilities" 

CongratulationsPapago 
Buttes Church of the Brethren 

of Scottsdale, Arizona 

for receiving the 2006 Open 
Roof Award in recognition of 

its work on acceSS11>ility 
for people with disabilities. 

Association of 
Brethren Caregivers 
(847) 742-5100 
www.brethTen-caTegivers.org 
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computer, or whatever else that money 
could have gone to, went to a needy child 
instead. Insurance does not cover a lot of 
things, and they are not prompt with 
money to get restarted. It will be months 
before insurance can settle. School is start
ing in a few days; Jeffrey did not have 
clothes, school supplies, or even a coat. 
The offering is going to be used to replace 
some of those things and get him started 
for the new school year. 

I am writing this letter to let you know 
that Jeffrey and I can never repay the kind
ness everyone has shown us in our time of 
need. And to tell all of you, thank you so 
much for everything. We truly appreciate it. 
May God bless all of you. 

Debbie McMillen-Heritz and Jeffrey Heritz 
Northern Indiana District 

CLASSIFIEDADS 
Spend winter in Florida! RV sites to rent and open lots to 
rent for the placement or construction of homes in a Church 
of the Brethren adult retirement community in Lorida, 
Florida. Amenities include citrus grove, screened swimming 
pool, large fellowship hall, hobby house, planned activities, 
canal leading to 27,000-acre Lake lstokpoga. Call Dick or 
Verna Forney for information and reservations at 863-655-
1909; e-mail thepa lms@tnn i.net; web: www.cob
net.org/home/palms-estates. 

Hawaiian Cruise Experience with Christian Friends. Feb. 
21 to March 5, 2007. Escorted by a husband/wife team of COB 
Pastors with twenty years experience as travel agents. Includes 
round-trip airfare from any major US gateway, ten-night cruise 
aboard the "Norwegian Wind," visits to all four major 
Hawaiian islands plus lovely Fanning Island. An extended two
nights stay in Honolulu. Call toll free 877-456-8769 ,or e-mail 
jnljaunts@floodcity.net. Website:www.smallgrouptours.com. 

Tucson, Arizona. The Well is a new church project of 
the PSWD located in Tucson. We are looking for those 
whom God has called to be a part of the launch team for this 
project. If you are interested in reaching those in their twen
ties and thirties with the good news and are intrigued with 
how Purpose-Driven can be Brethren, give us a shout at 
jb44a@yahoo.com or ca ll at 520-400-1259. 

Worship with us in Northern Virginia. Do you know of 
someone living in, moving to, or visiting the Virginia suburbs 
of Washington D.c.? The people of Oakton Church of the 
Brethren warmly invite everyone to join us Sunday morn ings 
for church school at 9:45 a.m. and worship at 11 :00 a.m. 
Contact the church office at 703-281-4411; e-mail 
office@oaktonbrethren.org, or visit the church website at 
www.oaktonbrethren.org for more information. 

PASTORS NEEDED. Congregations in many of the denom
ination's 23 districts are in need of strong, tra ined Christian 
leaders who are dedicated to Church of the Brethren beliefs 
and practices to serve as pastor. The avai lable placements 
are both full-time and part-time and include some associ
ate/second-staff positions. The congregations vary widely 
in size and program. A full listing of open ings can be found 
at www. brethren .org/gen bd/ministry/placement. htm. 
Contact the appropriate district executive or call the 
Ministry office at 800-323-8039. 
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Please send information to be includ
ed in Tt,rning Points to Jean 
Clements, 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin, 
IL 60 I 20; 800-323-8039 ext. 206; 
jclements_gb@brethren.org. 
Information must be complete 
in order to be published. 
Information older than one year 
cannot be published. 

New Members 
Arcadia, Ind.: Nick Hartley 
Beaverton, Mich.: Thomas Prager, 

Joann Prager, Haley Prager 
Black Valley Federated, Everett, 

Pa.: Richard Reighard, Courtney 
Renee Price, Cole Thomas 
Barkman, Kayla Marie 
Barkman, Rachel Kay Barkman 

Blue River, Columbia City, Ind.: 
Taylor Shively, Elaine Horn, Troy 
Horn, Molly Green, Michelle 
Shively, Erica Shively, Olivia 
Myers, Isaac Bennett, Weston 
Perry, Bradie Vance, Brooke ¼nee, 
Kristen Shively, Jacob Gaerte, 
Emilee Gaerte, Jennifer Brown, 
Brooke Shearer, Chase Shearer 

Bridgewater, Va.: Andy Duff, 
Jennifer Hall, Sarah Reed, Dan 
Rudy, Claire Capasso, Stephen 
Miller, Jonathan Nicholas, Kajsa 
Nicholas, Jill Horn, Marjorie 
Chambers, John Hipps, Melissa 
Hipps, John S. Flory, Jeff Miller, 
Suzy Miller, Beth Day Miller, 
Charles Snyder, Elizabeth Snyder, 
Nehemy Castin, Chelsea Spade 

Brownsville, Md.: Connor 
Dagenhart 

Coventry, Pottstown, Pa.: Carol 
Smith, Gregory Smith, Margi 
Memoli, Megan Memoli 

County Line, Champion, Pa.: 
Angela Radovitch 

Danville, First, Danville, Va.: 
Justin Thomas Lodge, Michael 
Adams Clarke, Briana Nicole 
Parker, Tocarra Ann Emore 

Dixon, Ill.: Christina Frey, 
Jonathan Frey, Jacob Reisinger, 
Joshua Wiseman 

Drexel Hill, Pa.: Jenna Moser, 
Krista Moser 

Dundalk, Md.: Donna Steen, 
Allison Sampson 

Dupont, Ohio: Todd Halker 
Easton, Md.: Chris Scaglione, 

Cindy Scaglione, Bill Blockston, 
Pat Blockston, Jo Ann Wood 

Elm Street, Lima, Ohio: Mary 
Stumbaugh 

Empire, Calif.: Melanie Hartmann, 
Clark Hartmann 

English River, South English, Iowa: 
Charles Grove, June Grove 

Fraternity, Winston-Salem, N.C.: Jay 
Tilley, Irene Tilley, Linnie Mock, 
Charlie McClearen, Debbie 
McClearen, Shanna Lapish 

Garden City, Kan. : Nancy Winsky, 
Susan Ketterling, Shelby 
Ketterling 

Geiger, Friedens, Pa. : Agnes 
Spangler, Gregory Dively, 
Patricia Dively, Rebecca Dively, 
Heather Dively, Melissa Raygor 

Goshen City, Goshen, Ind.: Carla 
Robinson, Christa Zak, Lucas 
Kauffman, Emily Reed 

Greenmounl, Harrisonburg, Va. : 
Katelyn Amber Jett 

Grottoes, Va.: Ben Winegard, Julia 
Winegard, William Martin, Jr., 
Cindy Martin, Tom Messick, 
Diana Messick 

Hempfield, Manheim, Pa.: William 
Witmer, Judy Witmer 

Highland Avenue, Elgin, Ill.: Jay 
Wittmeyer, Sarah Wittmeyer 

La Verne, Calif.: Alex Arnhold, 
Andi Arnhold, Linda Arnhold, 
Ray Ayers, Cindy Bollinger, 
Linda Catanzaro, Katie Carlson, 
Aaron Colby, Michael Colvin, 

Maya Davis, Riley Davis, Hilda 
Estrada, Janelle Flory, Katy 
Herder, Sergio Lemus, Victoria 
Lemus, Shanta McDavis-Bishop, 
Jack Meek, Alex Meza, Jerry 
Miles, Lauralee Minor, Jamie 
Newcomer, Ciera Olson, Levi 
Reed, Maura Rogers, Barbara 
Smythe, Tuesday Thornton 

Lampeter, Pa.: Amanda Book, 
Jocelyn Cooper, Kevin Dise, 
Kyle Dise, Carrie Mellinger, 
Brooke Weidman, Jay Bowland, 
Greta Krebs, Marshall Krebs 

Lansing, Mich.: Debra Bailey 
Lebanon, Pa.: Jennifer Ravel 
Lewiston, Minn.: Elizabeth Lee, 

Bethany Dahl, Linda Dahl 
Little Swatara, Bethel, Pa. : Gina 

M. Borelli, Austin Thomas Wise, 
Ryan Scott Snyder, Diane L. 
Long, Ashley M. Bohn, Nicole 
L. Emerich, Earl Charles 
Seigfried, Debra L. Seigfried, 
Joseph D. Brubaker, Brenda L. 
Brubaker, Andrew S. Brubaker 

Locust Grove, Mount Airy, Md.: 
Luke Spiros, Carole Spiros 

Lone Star, Lawrence, Kan.: Debbie 
Douglass, Galen Douglass 

Long Green Valley, Glen Arm, 
Md.: Kathleen Nuttall, Floyd 
Myers 

Manassas, Va.: Joshua Rigney, 
Peter Bowman, Mark Bowman, 
Kristine Harner, Maggie ,Vhite, 
Jenn Flora, Luke Croushorn, 
Robert Dickerson, Kelly Krouse, 
Jeff Rice, Samantha Kline, 
Diana Kline, Connie Young, 
Brooke Szklennik, Travis 
Baughman, Amanda Baughman, 
Sean North, Mandy North, 
Carroll Weimer, Susan Weimer, 
Kate Weimer, Kevin Cernoch, 
Diane Cernoch, Heather 
Cernoch, Michelle Cernoch 

Manchester, North Manchester, 
Ind. : April White, Caitlin 
Sautter, Josh Garber, Leona 
Dawn Campbell, Russell Green, 
Mandy Gable, Ben Barkey, 
Danielle Wion Barkey, Ruth 
Lyons Bowman, Kessie Karg, 
Whitney Woods 

Maple Grove, Ashland, Ohio: Tara 
Dillard, Elaine Hootman, 
Marissa Slocum, Tom Sprinkle, 
Ron Smail, JR Smail 

Maple Grove, New Paris, Ind.: 
Lauren Wheeler, Alyssa 
Hartsough, Alex Hartsough, 
Teresa Marquart, Kali Marquart, 
Karmen Marquart 

Marion, Ohio: Karen Yeager-Stiver 
McPherson, Kan.: Kati Beam, 

Brett Ikenberry-Humphrey 
Mechanic Grove, Quarryville, Pa. : 

Elizabeth Fesenmyer, Jarred 
McFadden, Freddy Frey, Joe 
Welk, Brett Wisse 

Mechanicsburg, Pa.: Roger Seip, 
Jennifer Seip, Jon Fritz, Mandy 
Fritz, Sandy Williams 

Miami, First, Miami, Fla.: Elvida 
Cadette, S imedy Cadette, Brad 
Ginter, Sharon Ginter 

Midway, Lebanon, Pa.: Steve 
Vallanueva, Irene Villanueva, Joe 
Schott, Elizabeth Schott, Bob 
Schott, Tim Deibler, Carolyn 
Deibler, Wendy Hanford, Mike 
Brandt, Alicia Coulter, Ryan 
Zellers 

Mohican, West Salem, Ohio: 
Gavin Gortner, Tyler Bodager, 
Josh Hottel, Hannah Hottel, 
Eben Jenness, Todd Klinect, 
Chris Klinect, Warren Williams, 
Kim Williams 

Monitor, McPherson, Kan. : Jacob 
Frye, Aaron Mason, Benjamin 
Patrick, Andrew Patrick, John 
Redden 

Moorefield, W:Va.: McKenzie 
Crawford, Bruce Vandevander 

Mount Wilson, Waynesboro, Va. : 
Galen Myers, Sylvia Myers, 
Garold Senger, Karen Senger 

Mountain View, Bunker Hill, 
W:Va.: David Tira, Matthew 
Tira, Derek Carson, Collette 
Winfrey, Sandra Roberts, Jessica 
Haines, Chad Haines, Michael 
Kincaid, Teresa Kincaid, 
Michael Kincaid, Jr. 

Mountville, Pa.: Beverly Ritzman, 
Lewis Powell, Fay Powell, 

New Carlisle, Ohio: Nancy 
Hutchinson, Bonnie Magato, 
Travis Magato, Kyle Magato 

Peace Valley, Mo.: Christy Waller, 
David Little, Nancy Little, David 
Little, Jr. , Bertha Tilley, Thelma 
Eckert 

Philadelphia, First, Wyndmoor, 
Pa.: Suzanne K. Richards 

Pike Run, Somerset, Pa. : Gilbert 
Hedlund, Virginia Hedlund, 
William Hixson 

Pine Creek, North Liberty, Ind.: 
Dennis Prout, Ann Prout, 
Clarence Murphy, Dixie 
Murphy, Paul Haag, Betty Haag, 
Heather Wolff, Cody W: Collier 

Pleasant Hill, Ohio: Amy Fox, 
Odinakachi Anyanwu 

Polo, Ill.: Ethel Yount 
Pottstown, Pa.: Bruce Schott, 

Jonathan Levan, Robert Martz, 
Rebecca Martz, Dan Groft, 
April Groft 

Purchase Line, Clymer, Pa.: Taylor 
Antisdel, Crystal Campagnio, 
Devon Campagnio, Derrick 
Deyarmin, Chad Dishong, Erin 
Dishong 

Richmond, Ind.: Marilyn Dershem, 
Lewis Dershem, Aaron Wolpert, 
Mark Stosberg 

Ridgely, Md.: Zachery Judy, 
Samantha Judy, Sarah Judy, 
Tabitha Crossan, Nichole Crosson 

Ridgeway Community, Harrisburg, 
Pa. : Elizabeth Bidgood Enders, 
Greg Bidgood Enders 

Roanoke, First, Roanoke, Va.: 
Rebecca Oliver Rhodes 

Roanoke, La.: Betty Pruitt, Georgia 
Stewart, Margaret Viator, Terry 
Viator 

Rummel, Windber, Pa.: Beth Codick, 
Jessica Brehtn, Sarasue Hiteshaw, 
Kyle Hiteshaw, Michael Jacob, 
Molly Jacob, Sarah Mock, 
Stanton Walls, Joanne Walls, 
William Bense, Janis Bense 

Saint Petersburg, Fla.: Joseph L. 
Klinger 

Scalp Level, Windber, Pa.: Nathan 
Walker 

Skyridge, Kalamazoo, Mich.: Sara 
Metzler, Jen Clyde 

Smith River, Stuart, Va.: Andrew 
A. Kahle 

Somerset, Pa.: Terry Maust 
South Waterloo, Waterloo, Iowa: 

Jordan Harbaugh Williams, 
Craig Brinker, Jeanne Brinker 

Spring Run, McVeytown, Pa.: 
Kathleen Ritchey, Karlene 
Burnheimer 

Sunrise, Harrisonburg, Va.: Tom 
Diehl, Cathy Diehl, Ted Crandle, 
Sherry Grandle, Dick Ryan, 
Bonnie Ryan, Darryl Miller, Jan 
Miller, Carole Hoover, Curtis 
Joiner, Cara Joiner, Danny 
Wimer, Denyse Wimer 

Twenty-eighth Street, Altoona, Pa.: 
Richard Zeek, Rebecca Zeek, 
Jeremiah Zeek, Nathan Zeek 

Union Bridge, Md.: Jim Bauch, 
Naomi Benedict, Cathleen 
Doody, Larry Eyler, Linda 
Eyler, Laurel Hummel, Gage 
Rindt, Amanda Smith, Abigail 
Smith, Amanda Wivell 

Union Center, Nappanee, Ind.: 
Kenzi Baker-Ott, Abby Najacht 

Waterford, Calif.: Ken Corsaut, 
Sharian Juneau, Peter Mason, 



Carrie Mason, Diana Mason, 
Jo Ellen Medrano, Steve Van 
Lewen, Falina Van Lewen 

Waynesboro, Pa.: Rachel Brewer, 
Morgan Gilliland, Nathan 
Kauffman, Julia Miles, Angie 
Baker, Jared Baker, Matthew 
Baker, Kevin Kline, Kelsey 
Wagaman, Dortha Cunningham 

West Charleston, Tipp City, Ohio: 
Joe Lisanti, Jennifer Lisanti 

West Milton, Ohio: Raymond 
Barnhart, Channon Barnhart, 
Susan Schwind, Anna 
Mendoza, Larry Swartz 

Westmont, Johnstown, Pa.: 
Kathryn Blackburn, Kay 
Blackburn, Larry Blackburn, 
Linda Blackburn, Brittany 
Carney, Matthew Danchanko, 
Rosalie Danchanko, Vivian 
Deist, Lisa Horn, David Hunt, 
Joan Hunt, William Hunt, 
Jamie Kessler, Courtney 
Minemyer, Nicole Simmons 

Woodbury, Pa.: Amy Miller, 
Shirley Lohr 

Anniversaries 
Anglemyer, Frank and Dorothy, 

Nappanee, Ind. , 65 
Beckwith, Carl and Carrie, La 

Verne, Calif., 60 
Bowman, Jim and Sylvia, 

Bridgewater, Va. , 50 
Conner, Carroll and Geraldine, 

Manassas, Va., 55 
Cressler, Lynn and Phyllis, 

Dewitt, Mich., 50 
Dodson, Bobby and Bonnie, 

Mount Airy, Md., SO 
Engle, Virgil and Miriam, West 

Milton, Ohio, 60 
Foor, Albert and Laverne, 

Everett, Pa., 60 
Geiger, Wayne and Eva Mae, 

Columbia City, Ind., 60 
Harvey, Tom and Jo, LaPorte 

City, Iowa, 50 
Henney, Matthew and Ellen, 

Columbia City, Ind., 55 
Kettering, George and Annabelle, 

Ashland, Ohio, 50 
Knarr, Richard and Irene, North 

Manchester, Ind., 65 
Kreider, Leon and Pat, Columbia 

City, Ind. , 50 
Leidy, Charles and Anna May, 

Breezewood, Pa. 50 
Mason, Edward and Vada, 

Bealeton, Va., 60 
McKee, Donald and Helen, 

McAlisterville, Pa., 50 
Moyer, Ralph and Annette, Lititz, 

Pa ., SO 
Noll, Richard and Norma, West 

Milton, Ohio, 50 
Pyles, Robert and Carolyn, Tipp 

City, Ohio, 50 
Rhodes, Leon and JoAnn, 

McVeytown, Pa ., 55 
Sherrick, Don and Dorrine, Polo, 

Ill. , 50 
Shirey, Bob and Pat, 

Harrisonburg, Va., 50 
Southerly, Norman and Mary, 

Port Republic, Va., 50 
Statler, Robert and Janet, 

Windber, Pa ., 50 
Stone, Norman and Marie, 

Martinsville, Va ., 60 
Tidd, Charlie and Rosie, Stuarts 

Draft, Va ., 55 
Walter, John and Madelyn, 

Columbia City, Ind., 65 
Weber, Myron and Helen, 

Elizabethtown, Pa., SO 
Wobbleton, Bill and Annette, 

Frederick, Md., 50 
Wright, Herbert and Pauline, 

Sykesville, Md., 60 
Zumbrun, Paul and Evelyn, 

Columbia City, Ind., 60 

Deaths 
Albright, Rowena C., 87, 

McPherson, Kan ., July 8 
Altland, James R., 39, Dillsburg, 

Pa., Aug. I 
Bachman, LeRoy, 93, Des 

Moines, Iowa, June 21 
Barnhart, Carole, 62, Brookville, 

Ohio, March 15 
Bear, Frances Owens, 86, 

Nokesville, Va., Aug. 9 
Blanford, Arthur V., 93, Drexel 

Hill, Pa., July 24 
Brush, Ralph, 87, Johnstown, 

Pa., Feb. 23 
Bucher, Alice, 91, Carlisle, Pa., 

March 23 
Carter, Velma Thome, 85, 

Oreland, Pa. , July 27 
Chivington, Ruth, 69, Cromwell, 

Ind. , July 11 
Cocanour, Galen, 84, Pittsburgh, 

Pa., July 18 
Davis , Charles, 94, Brookville, 

Ohio, Sept. 29, 2005 
Deckert, Mary F., 84, Modesto, 

Calif., July 11 
DeGele, Ruth, 68, Cushing, 

Okla. , June 21, 2005 
Dell, Leta Beckner, 89, Beatrice, 

Neb., Aug. 6 
Eikenberry, Carl, 89, Scottville, 

Mich., June 21 
Ely, Patricia Lane, 46, 

Moorefield, W.Va. , June 7 
Emrick, Marjorie, 86, Burbank, 

Calif., July 5 
England, Kathryn M., 79, 

Everett, Pa., May 23 
Erb, Earl, 90, Ephrata, Pa., May 

28 
Estep, Leonard Ray, Sr., 74, 

Moorefield, W.Va ., June 25 
Everly, Margaret, 70, 

Hagerstown, Md., April 27 
Fellers , Harvey B., 80, Salem, 

Va., July 16 
Fishback, Venusta Marie, 78, 

Woodstock, Va., May 22 
Flory, Cleveland Horn, 86, 

Nokesville, Va., July 10 
Flory, Daniel C. , 77, Trotwood, 

Ohio, Aug. 13 
Ford, Lucille, 98, North 

Manchester, Ind., May 6 
Frank, Roy Lee, 89, Broadway, 

Va., June 4 
Gainer, Belle, 70, Manheim, Pa., 

April 26 
Garlitz, William, 58, Charleroi, 

Pa. , May 30 
Garrison, Howard, 90, Mount 

Morris., Ill., May 22 
Gaver, Blanche, 86, New 

Lebanon, Ohio, May 26 
Gerlach, Anna, 91, Lancaster, 

Pa. , Aug. 16 
Goldizen, Kelly G., 78, 

Petersburg, W.Va ., June 6 
Gonser, John, 83, Plymouth, 

Ind., May 15 
Good, Alice Eizabeth, 94, 

Bridgewater, Va., June 23 
Good, Geraldine, 98, Seattle, 

Wash., May 8 
Griffin, Everett, 92, Parsons, 

Kan ., Aug. I 
Grossnickle, Erma J., 80, 

Palmyra, Pa ., June 4 
Groth , John F., 87, 

Independence, Kan ., June 3 
Guyer, Chester, 86, Woodbury, 

Pa., May 22 
Haines, Barbara, 73 , Harrison, 

Mich., July 6 
Hamilton, Dwain Leland, 75, 

Morton, Ill. , June 30 
Hamsher, Eugene, 88, Parsons, 

Kan. , April 11 
Harper, Lester, 77, Franklin, 

W.Va., June 20 
Harrison, Estelle Fralin, 80, 

Rocky Mount, Va ., July 18 
Hartsough, Fred, 84, 

Shipshewana, Ind., April 7 

Hawkins, Gladys, 91, Roanoke, 
Va., May 9 

Heckman, Earl L., 87, Elgin, Ill. , 
June 6 

Hedrick, Doris, 66, 
Elizabethtown, Pa., April 13 

Heilman, Alberta, 87, New 
Carlisle, Ohio, April 14 

Hendricks, Francis, Sr., 96, 
Kingsley, Iowa, July 25 

Hershey, Robert, 8 7, Carlisle, 
Pa., May 16 

Hertzler, Earl W, 83, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., June 22 

Hess, Charlotte, 90, Goshen, 
Ind., March I 6 

Hickson, Alice L., I 03 , Denton, 
Md., May 21 

Hoa!, June S., 89, Roanoke, Va ., 
June 10 

Holsinger, Aileen, 83, Sebring, 
Fla., May 9 

Hooker, Ernest, 78, Nokesville, 
Va., April 24 

Hoover, Brewer E., Jr. , 65, 
Harrisonburg, Va., May 16 

Hoover, Robert, 90, North 
Manchester, Ind., Feb. 9 

Hoover, Raymond E ., 80, 
Millville, Ind., July 2 

Horst, Walter, 85, Ephrata, Pa ., 
May 8 

Howes, Robert Craig, 81 , 
Bridgewater, Va., May 6 

Howes, Ruth Frances, 81, 
Bridgewater, Va., May 10 

Jagger, Marilyn, 75, Columbia 
City, Ind. , Feb. 23 

Keener, Paul, 93, Ashland, Ohio, 
May 7 

Kline, Paul E ., 84, Catlett, Va. , 
April 13 

Knapp, Harold, 94, Cicero, Ind ., 
June 21 

Kurtz, John, 68 , McVeytown, Pa ., 
May 7 

Kurtz, Leon, 84, Lebanon, Pa., 
July 30 

Leidy, Charles and Anna May, 
Breezewood, Pa., 50 

Lockwood, Ted, 77 , Atlanta, Ind., 
May 28 

Lohr, Alice, 82, Johnstown, Pa., 
July 15 

Meadows, Richard S., 89, 
Hollidaysburg, Pa., July 30 

Metzger, Thurl, 90, Little Rock, 
Ark., July 26 

Miller, Agnes, 90, Johnstown, 
Pa. , July 14 

Miller, Howard, 80, Springfield, 
Ohio, June 11 

Oaks, Howard E., 80, 
Waynesboro, Pa., Feb. 27 

Ober, Fern, 96, Manheim, Pa., 
June 4 

Oke, Festus E., 67, North 
Liberty, Ind. , May 7 

Overfelt, Cecil A. , Sr., 89, 
Roanoke, Va., June 3 

Palmer, Catherine E., 101 , 
Qnincy, Pa., May 19 

Paul, Mary Catherine, 89, 
Hudson, Fla ., June 3 

Pence, Hallie Bowman, 98, 
Bridgewater, Va., Aug. 3 

Phebus, Mae M., 92, 
Hagerstown, Md., May 5 

Poulicek, Mary Verbalea, 80, 
Wheatland, Mo., April 29 

Price, Margaret, 91, Brookville, 
Ohio, May 5 

Puffenbarger, Wilda Lucille, 83 , 
Harrisonburg, Va. , June 24 

Pugh, Clara, 86, Dundalk, Md., 
May 19 

Rhodes, Harold, 80, McVeytown, 
Pa., June 6 

Seider, Selma M., 86, Modesto, 
Calif., July 2 

Sembower, Alverta, 75 , 
Monroeville, Pa., Jnly 5 

Sherry, Martha, 91, New Castle, 
Ind., May 19 

Shirey, Robert Harshbarger, 75, 
Harrisonburg, Va., July 25 

Smith, Phoebe, 95, Seattle, 
Wash., March 14 

Snively, Alice E. , 74, 
Williamsburg, Pa., July 15 

Steele, Marvin, 87, Beatrice, 
Neb ., Jan. 15 

Stremmel, Evelyn, 76, York, Pa. , 
July 20 

Swigart, J. Wesley, 92, 
McVeytown, Pa., Feb. 26 

Tomlonson, Goldie M., 94, 
Tampa, Fla., July 18 

Walbridge, Alvin E., 88, Easton, 
Md., May 27 

Walker, Glennis W, 84, Berea, 
Ky., July 19 

Wampler, Warren, 81 , Lebanon, 
Pa., July 3 

Watkins, Alda K , 92, Everett, 
Pa., June 28 

Wean, Landon Bowers, 85, 
Timberville, Va., June 11 

Weese, Helen Mae Dean, 80, 
Penn Laird, Va., June IO 

Wheeler, Orville Trenton, 86, 
Mount Solon, Va., May 16 

Williams, Ben, 92, New Carlisle, 
Ohio, Feb. 28 

Wine, Emma Jean, 85, Lancaster, 
Pa., May 24 

Wine, Hubert Franklin, 93, 
Bridgewater, Va., April 9 

Winkler, Gertrude, 87, Tulsa, 
Okla. , April 4 

Winkler, Golan, 88, Tulsa, Okla. , 
April 4 

Wratchford, Norman Edward, 
67, Moorefield, W.Va., June 14 

Wray, Merrill W., 94, 
McVeytown, Pa., May 17 

Wrightsman, Elvyn L., 94, 
Beatrice, Neb. , Jan. 29 

Young, Galen S., 94, Ocean City, 
N.J., July 8 

Zerger, Vernon, 79, McPherson, 
Kan ., July 3 

Zimmerman, Ethel, 89, 
Manheim, Pa. , July 4 

Licensings 
Bowman, Joel C., W. Pa. Dist. 

(Pittsburgh, Pa.), May 28 
Clark, Anne M., S/C Ind. Dist. 

(Manchester, North 
Manchester, Ind.) , April 30 

Dickason, Barbara L., Mid-At!. 
Dist. (Union Bridge, Md.) , 
June 4 

Hackett, Karen, Atl. N.E. Dist. 
(Wilmington, Del.) , June 18 

Jarrett, Anthony Lee, Virlina 
Dist. (Mount Joy, Buchanan, 
Va .) , June 4 

Morrison, Donald S., S. Pa. Dist. 
(Bermudian, East Berlin, Pa.) , 
May 21 

Propes, Richard D., S/ C Ind. 
Dist. (Northview, 
Indianapolis, Ind.), April 23 

Sheaffer, Timothy C., S. Pa. 
Dist. (Huntsdale, Carlisle, 
Pa.), Aug. 13 

ShiHet, Jerry, Shen. Dist. 
(Monntain Grove, Fulks Run, 
Va.), Aug. 6 

Smith, Marleene, Ill./Wis. Dist. 
(Dixon, Ill.) , April 23 

Weaver, Richard C., S. Pa. Dist. 
(Chambersburg, Pa.), May 21 

Williams, Staci Ann, N. Ohio 
Dist. (Poplar Ridge, Defiance, 
Ohio), July 23 

Ordinations 
Ashworth, Jeremy, N. Ind. Dist. 

(Lincolnshire, Fort Wayne, 
Ind .), June 11 

Cheek, Denzil, Mid-At!. Dist. 
(Ridgely, Md.), July 30 

Combs, Robert 0 ., W. Marva 
Dist. (Oak Grove, Levels, 
W.Va.) , May 21 

Eshelman, Robert, All. N .E. Dist. 
(Ephrata, Pa.) , June 11 

Garber, Evan B., S. Ohio Dist. 

(West Charleston, Tipp City, 
Ohio), March 26 

Gingerich, Kim E., S. Pa. Dist. 
(Madison Avenue, York, Pa.) , 
June 25 

Hershberger, Marlys, Mid . Pa. 
D ist. (Hollidaysburg, Pa.), 
June 11 

Hoffman, James Walter, 
Southeastern Dist. (Peak Creek, 
Laurel Springs, N.C.), June 11 

Layman, Frank Benjamin, III, 
Virlina Dist.(Ferrum, Va.), 
June 18 

Schmidt, James R, Idaho Dist. 
(Nampa, Idaho), Oct. 25, 2005 

Snair, Freeman A. , Jr. , Mid. Pa. 
Dist. (Amaranth, 
Warfordsburg, Pa.) , June 25 

Stiles, David R. , M. Pa. Dist. 
(Curryville, Pa.), May 7 

Strawser, Deborah, W. Marva 
Dist. (Maple Spring, Eglon, 
W.Va.), June 11 

Tevis, Robert E., III, Jll./Wis. Dist. 
(Cerro Gordo, TII.) , June 11 

Placements 
Atwood, Larry, pastor, Mount 

Carmel, Scottville, N.C., April 2 
Bayse, Ray M., associate pastor, 

PleasantDale, Fincastle, Va ., 
Aug. I 

Bidgood Enders, Elizabeth, pas
tor, Ridgeway Community, 
Harrisburg, Pa., June 11 

Bowman, Joel C., pastor, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., May 28 

Chronister, James E., from inter
im to pastor, Brookville, Ohio, 
July 30 

Frye, Otis, pastor, Cedar Grove, 
Mount Jackson, New Market, 
Va., June I 

Gehr, G. Douglas , from pastor, 
Pottstown, Pa., to pastor, East 
Cocalico, Reamstown, Pa., 
May 1 

Griffin , Kathi, pastor, Ivy Farms, 
Newport News, Va. , June 1 

Grimes, David, from pastor, 
Pocahontas Congregation 
(Boyer, W.Va.; New Hope, 
Dunmore, W.Va.; Pine Grove, 
Arborvale, W.Va.), to pastor, 
Springfield, Coopersburg, Pa ., 

. June 15 
Haney, Virginia K, pastor, 

Mount Morris, Ill. , June 4 
Hawkins, Stanley H., associate 

pastor, Mason's Cove, Salem, 
Va., Aug. 1 

House, Daniel S., pastor, Glade 
Valley, Walkersville, Md., June I 

Kfog, Kevin 0 ., from pastor, 
Community, Orlando, Fla ., to 
pastor, Big Swatara
Hanoverdale, Hummelstown, 
Pa., June 12 

Laszakovits, Greg Davidson, 
pastor, Elizabethtown, Pa., 
Aug. 1 

Leiter, David A., from pastor, 
Friendship, Linthicum 
Heights, Md., to pastor, Green 
Tree, Oaks, Pa. , Aug. 1 

Meredith, Joe, from pastor, Oak 
Grove, Lowpoint, Ill. ,-10 pas
tor, Allison Prairie, 
Lawrenceville, Ill., July I 

Oesterling, Richard, from interim 
to pastor, South Waterloo, 
Waterloo, Iowa, June 4 

Paterson, Harry J. , pastor, 
Elkins, W.Va., June I 

Rupert, Edward, from interim to 
pastor, Tire Hill, Pa. , May 1 

Strawser, Deborah, associate 
pastor, Maple Spring, Eglon, 
W.Va., April I 

Van Houten, Steve, from pastor, 
Springfield, Akron, Ohio, to 
Workcamp Coordinator, 
Church of the Brethren General 
Board, Elgin, IU., July 6 
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Tum it around 
l t's easy to glaze over reports of hunger and desperate 

poverty around the world. The descriptions and images 
have, unfortunately, been coming our way for decades. 

Television clips, posters, videos, and magazines carry pho
tos of starving children with ribs protruding. Stories vividly 
paint pictures of the meager meals, if any, that whole popula
tions subsist on. 

And yet the problem persists. Perhaps it's because we have 
been more concerned with charity than with justice, as rock 
star Bono of the Irish band U2 puts it. We're better at giving 

than transforming, trimming weeds but 
not getting the roots. 

Bono regularly refers to the extreme 
poverty found in various parts of the 
world, and especially in Africa, as "stu
pid poverty." Stupid, because we have 
the resources to do something about it 
and we're not. Stupid, because we 
focus on handouts rather than creating 
true equality. 

"That's Africa's crisis," Bono told 
Britain's Labour Party, speaking about 
this poverty. "But the fact that we in 
Europe and America are not treating it 

like an emergency, and the fact that it's not every day on the 
news, well that is our crisis." 

This generation, he says, is the first that can genuinely take on 
the issue of poverty and hunger and put an end to it. There is 
enough money, there are enough material resources, there is the 
right medicine. But the question still looms: Do we care enough? 

And you know what? They're doing something. Some 
2,000 youth and advisors participated in a "REGNUH" Walk to 
"turn hunger around." (Hint: Look at "REGNUH" backwards.) 
Nearly $90,000 was given to the General Board's Global Food 
Crisis Fund through the walk, an offering at NYC, and dona
tions sent prior to the conference, and more has been pour
ing in since. That's more than double the total of all offerings 
given at this year's Annual Conference. 

In addition, more than 2,000 people worked at service proj
ects during NYC. More than 1,400 school kits were donated, 
along with $7,000-plus to send them. More than 2,500 pounds 
of canned goods were donated for area food pantries. About 
$18,600 was given for the NYC Scholarship Fund. 

When researcher Christian Smith led the National Survey 
of Youth and Religion a few years ago, he found that most 
teenagers' religion could be characterized as "moralistic ther
apeutic deism"-a simple, rather self-centered religion where 
you are nice to others and in turn God solves problems and 
makes you happy. 

There may be self-centered, narrow-minded groups in the 
Church of the Brethren, but for the most part our youth aren't 
among them. They care about connecting spirituality and 
social justice. They are determined to make a difference. If the 
church doesn't embrace that, they'll find another way. 

Brethren have a history of responding to crises, often when 
others fail to act. We did so with Brethren Service after World 
War 11, we did so with Brethren Volunteer Service and Heifer 
Project, and we can do so again on a topic (poverty) men

tioned more than 2,000 times in the Scriptures. 
Ten congregations in Virlina District held a hunger auction in 

Brethren have a history of responding to crises, often when 
others fail to act. We did so with Brethren Service after World War 11, we did so with 
Brethren Volunteer Service and Heifer Project, and we can do so again on a topic 
(poverty) mentioned more than 2,000 times in the Scriptures. 

Jim Wallis, editor of Sojourners magazine and a speaker at 
this summer's Church of the Brethren National Youth 
Conference (NYC), said at a rally earlier this year: "Ending 
extreme poverty would be relatively easy and relatively 
cheap. What we lack is the moral and the political will. I think 
that it is a good job for people of faith." 

Wallis added to those sentiments while speaking at an NYC 
evening worship service. "We're going to reach a tipping 
point on the issue of poverty where the world demands solu
tions," Wallis told the Brethren audience. "The world is wait
ing for you, the church is waiting for you, and most of all 
Jesus is waiting for you." 

August. The now-annual event raised $50,000 last year. What if 
every district in the denomination did something to raise relief 
funds for hunger and poverty, doing so as an answer to the call 
of Jesus Christ? What if each congregation upped its outreach 
budget, even a little? What if each camp did a summer project 
for the Global Food Crisis Fund? It might help our youth see 
this church's passion and relevance beyond NYC. 

And it might do again what Brethren have done in the past: 
Change the world. Bono says such an effort could be the 
"moon shot" of this generation, what everyone remembers 
about it. The world has been looking the other way long 
enough. Let's turn it around.-Ed. lll 

COMING IN NOVEMBER: A cluster of stor ies on urban ministry, Bible study on Song of Solomon, 
book review, youth news, and more. 
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Take These Worthy Causes 
to Church on Sunday 

Cover Kids 
& Families 

Today 

" ~"~vering k id~
&.fomilies 

Parents work 

N=::.:~-.::.._-~ hard to care for a,M...,-~- ... S--a.loha',Koolll, 
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anddeserve. 
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Working families are eligible 

for low-cost or free health 

insurance through state and 

federal programs. Help the 

8.5 million uninsured kids in 

the United States obtain health 

care by talking in your church 

about "Covering Kids & Families," 

a nonprofit program funded by 

the Robert Woods Johnson 

Foundation. To find out how you 

can help, call (877) KIDS NOW. 

Link to Covering Kids & Families 

online through ABC. 

Association of 
Brethren Caregivers 
1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, I!l 601 20 
(BOO) 323-8039 

National 
Donor Sabbath 

November 12 

More than 87,000 men, women 

and children nationwide wait 

for organ transplants each year, 

according to the U.S. Depart

ment of Health and Human 

Services. Some 17 patients 

die each day while waiting. 

Support organ and tissue 

donation by wearing donor pins 

and talking about National 

Donor Sabbath during worship 

this November 12. Donor pins 

and study /worship resources 

are available from ABC. -

The Association of Brethren Caregivers encourages 
congregations to honor these special emphases. 

Resources are available at www.brethren-caregivers .org. 



Property Insurance For Brethren 

M:utual Aid Association's 
Church and Camp Partner: 
~~ - . 1~ · Brotherhood Mutual 
-- insurance Co,mpany 

Mutual Aid Association I 3094 Jeep Road, Abilene, Kansas 67410 I 1-800-255-1243 I 
website: www.maabrethren.com 




