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ONTHECOVER
Ever feel like life is a blur? Welcome to an era that has
been termed "postmodern"-a shift in patterns of
thinking and action. With new generations looking differently at things like history, truth, relationships, and
other areas of life, how does the church connect?

8

Do Brethren have anything to say to a postmodern world?
Elizabethtown College professor Don Kraybill captivated a MESSENGER Dinner
audience at the 2004 Annual Conference with a look at the Church of the
Brethren's place in a "postmodern" world. MESSENGER
asked him to distill those thoughts into an article, and in
this issue Kraybill-with the aid of a graduate studentbuilds on his presentation about the denomination's
unique voice .

12 Learning the delicate dance of stewardship
The word "stewardship" is used often in the church, most
often during financial campaigns to prepare for the budget
year ahead. A life of wholeness, however, requires a
thoughtful and balanced view of stewardship that involves
every aspect of one's being.

14 The topsy-turvy Burma (Myanmar) road
The South Asian nation of Myanmar, formerly Burma, isn't
on the radar of much of the world. A repressive government has created an atmosphere of wide-spread poverty
and fear where "everything is in reverse." Its citizens
haven't given up, though, and neither should we.
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17 'Poetry in motion
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In the book A Hundred White Daffodils, the late poet Jane Kenyon wrote: "The
poet's job is to find a name for everylhing; to be a fearless finder of the names of
things; to be an advocate for the beauties of language, the subtleties of language."
MESSENGER this month shares the language of some Brethren poets to provide
thought and inspiration during the Lenten season.

18 2 Chronicles: Another way of looking
The book of 2 Chronicles picks up where 1 Chronicles ends, giving a view of
Hebrew history through a different, post-exile lens. Chris Bowman continues the
look at an account where the actions of kings and leaders from Solomon to
Cyrus are chronicled for their role in carrying out God's spiritual purposes.
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1451 Dundee Avenue
Elgin, IL 60120
hough the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday was inaugurated in 1986, it
took some years before it became as widely accepted as it is today.

So when the Church of the Brethren General Offices were closed that day, the phone
rang just as often as usual. Back in those pre-voicemail days, any off-hours phone call
would chime around the building. While catching a few extra
hours of work that day, I could choose to be annoyed by the
incessant dinging or spend the time answering all the calls coming
in to the switchboard.
One that I finally picked up was from a man wanting to pitch
a manuscript to Brethren Press. I explained that the offices were
closed for the King holiday. "Well, that's a helluva reason to be
closed," he growled, and hung up.
Apparently 1986 wasn't that far from 1968.
The death Jan. 31 of Coretta Scott King reminded me of the
ruckus caused by the April 25, 1968, issue of this magazine.
WENDY McFADDEN
Publisher
Editors over the years have described that issue as the most controversial Messenger ever published.
"What a shame and disgrace to Church of the Brethren members and friends to see
the picture and write-up of one of the most notorious troublemakers and promoters of
violence, " wrote one angry reader. "He was one of the worst of God's creation."
"I am not against the Negro as long as they stay in their place," concluded another.
Thankfully, there were plenty of other voices: "I am appalled at the racism that exists
today among persons who call themselves Christians." And another: 'Tm afraid our society, including some zealous Brethren, would have crucified Christ long before his thirtythird birthday." For months the readers of Messenger debated the place of King and the
competence of the editor.
What exactly did the gentle Ken Morse write on April 25? "If the apostle of nonviolence is destroyed by violence, what becomes of the philosophy he both taught and practiced?" he lamented . "If the dreamer dies, must the dream die also?"
He laid out the ways King had been God's prophet, comparing him to Moses,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Amos. He reminded Brethren of the Baptist minister's passion for
both racial justice and nonviolence.
''Almost any knowledgeable pacifist can tell you a dozen stories illustrating the
intrinsic value of nonviolence, but to Martin Luther King must go the credit of bringing
this philosophy dramatically to the attention of an entire nation-and indeed to the
world."
Morse connected the man's message to his religious convictions: "Remember that
the dream of Martin Luther King was not his alone. You can find it in the Old Testament
prophets; you can see it in the face of Jesus ."
Then, in words sadly relevant still, Morse noted, "In our day, as in the time of
Elijah, it is the prophet of God and not the wicked system that is blamed for troubling
Israel."
As the recent deaths of Coretta Scott King and Rosa Parks seem to mark the passing
of an era, we can be spurred to work for the complete passing of that era's injustices.
Perhaps we can prove wrong Morse's observation, "The philosophy of Martin Luther
King has more admirers than it has imitators."
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INTOUCH
AROUND THE DENOMINATION
Updates and highlights from the Church of the Brethren districts
Atlantic Northeast: The annual district
junior high lock-in, held in February at
Lebanon Valley College (Annville, Pa.),
draws more than 300 youth and advisors
from 25 congregations.
Idaho: This year's ladies' retreat will be a
"Heart Spa" event April 7-9 in Cascade.
Illinois/Wisconsin: General Board Latin
America/Caribbean specialist Tom
Benevento will be the speaker for this
year's spring district youth retreat, March
17-19 at the Freeport (Ill.) congregation.
Michigan: Youth are selling dry soup
and dessert mixes prepared at the Camp
Brethren Heights winter rally as a district
fund raiser for National Youth Conference.
Mid-Atlantic: The final bank payment on
the mortgage for development of
Shepherd's Spring Outdoor Ministries
Center in Sharpsburg, Md., was made on
Jan. 6. A celebration and mortgage burning was scheduled for March 5.
Middle Pennsylvania: Robert Neff will
lead a series of sessions on "A Reading
of Jeremiah for Today's World" from
March through June at Stone Church of
the Brethren in Huntingdon.
Missouri/Arkansas: National Youth
Conference scholarships will be awarded to
two youth in honor of Fred Brotherton and
Reba Bosserman Smith, both former members of the Peace Valley congregation.
Northern Indiana: Ginny Haney has
begun as the new district office manager.
... An evening of chocolate tasting and
live music took place Feb. 11 at the
Lincolnshire congregation in Fort Wayne.
Proceeds benefited a local food bank.
Northern Ohio: A Dec. 20 fire in the parsonage of Center Church of the Brethren
in Louisville caused more than $100,000 in
damage. Insurance is covering the losses.
Northern Plains: Members are being
offered up to $50 of "seed money" to
start a creative project that will generate
profits, which will in turn be donated back
to the district.
Oregon/Washington: Snow Camp takes
place March 3-5 at Camp Koinonia near
Cle Elum, Wash.

Atlantic Southeast: The district office in Sebring, Fla., received a facelift this winter thanks
to a group of district volunteers. The crew, many of them "snowbirds," did scraping and
painting work to brighten up the outside of the office. Robert Beach headed up the project.

Pacific Southwest: A group of Brethren
musicians from the Los Angeles area led
a Multicultural Outreach Weekend event
Nov. 11-13 at Papago Buttes Church of
the Brethren in Scottsdale, Ariz.

Southern Plains: A pair of work days
Dec. 31 and Jan. 14 at Spring Lake
Retreat & Camp Center in Billings, Okla.,
brought significant progress on a major
building project.

Shenandoah: An appreciation dinner for
camp representatives, pastors, volunteers, church leaders, and othe rs was
held Feb. 19 at Brethren Woods in
Keezletown, Va.

Virlina: The annual bowling tournament,
sponsored by the district men's cabinet,
was held Feb. 11 in Vinton, Va .. .. Youth
held a retreat Feb. 17-19 at the Oak Grove
congregation in Roanoke.

South/Central Indiana: An all-day seminar titled "Church Cardiology: Healing the
Heart of Your Chu rch" will take place
April 22 in Flora. It is co-sponsored by the
Area 2 Congregational Life Team.

West Marva: A district Bible study on
the theme "Bible Prophecy and You" will
be held March 19 at Fairview Church of
the Brethren in Oakland, Md. Five different classes will be offered.

Southeastern: Camp Placid (Blountville,
Tenn.) held its first "Paul Bunyan Day"
Jan. 28, when district volunteers were
invited to bring their axes, chainsaws,
and other tools to assist camp projects.

Western Pennsylvania: A four-day bus
trip will transport "groupies" to part of
Annual Conference in Des Moines, Iowa,
where district executive Ron Beachley is
serving as moderator this sum-mer.

Southern Ohio: Robert Mulholland Jr.
will speak at an April 28-29 worship/workshop event at New Carlisle (Ohio) Church
of the Brethren. The theme is "Seeking
the Path toward Spiritual Maturity."

Western Plains: A series of training sessions in "transformational leadership"
began in February for up to 20 people at
Heartland Retreat Center in Great Bend,
Kan. It is part of the district's new renewal
process.

Southern Pennsylvania: The Brethren
Home Community (New Oxford, Pa.) is
planning its second annual Business Expo
for June 6. Proceeds benefit the home's
Good Samaritan Fund.

Do you have district or congregational stories that
might be of interest to
MESSENGER,

MESSENGER?

Send them to

c/o In Touch, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL

60120 or messenger@brethren.org.
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Eastern Shore congregation
marks memorable ordinations
Easton (Md.) Church of the Brethren
ordained two women to ministry in
November, just eight days apart. These
were significant events for the congregation, since no one could remember
an ordination taking place at the church
in recent history. The two are also
believed to be the first women ordained
in the congregation.
Jody Ellingson Gunn and Wanda
Baynard both began their journey
toward set-apart ministry in the early
1990s, although Gunn was living in the

Wanda Baynard, left, and Jody
Ellingson Gunn this past fall
became the first women ordained
at Easton (Md.) Church of the
Brethren.

Baltimore area at the time. The women
took ministry classes together in
Frederick, Md., and attended an orientation for the Church of the Brethren's
Training in Ministry program (TRIM) in
1998. They both completed the TRIM
program in 2003.
Gunn was called to the Easton congregation in 2001 to se rve as minister

of outreach and nurture, where she will
continue to serve. Baynard was called
to serve Baltic (Ohio) Church of the
Brethren. She began her ministry there
on Dec. 1.

Southern Ohio church adapts
baptism service to meet needs
Christmas Day 2005 offered the opportunity for five people at Prince of Peace
Church of the Brethren in Kettering, Ohio,
to experience rebirth through baptism.
Three were baptized in traditional
Brethren style: three times forward in
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. Just prior to this, two others,
who were not physically able to be
immersed, experienced renewal of former baptisms with the immersion of
their hands.
This style of baptism proved to be a
very meaningful and dramatic time for
these two people, and to those who wit-

Camp Emmaus youth camp
director Sara Garner stands
between Betty and Bill Hare in a
time of recognition for the
couples ' 40 years (and counting)
of service to the camp.

Camp Emmaus celebrates
its own legend,' Bill Hare
6

Few, if any, camp administrators in the Church of the
Brethren have had a tenure equal to Bill and Betty Hare's
service at Camp Emmaus in Mount Morris, Ill. The Hares
completed their 40th year running ttie Illinois/Wisconsin
District's northern camp in 2005.
The two met and married on the mission field in Nigeria
and wanted to find a way to continue to be in mission
when they returned to the United States.
"We came home to an empty feeling," Bill Hare says.
"We needed to be doing something specific. When the call
(for Camp Emmaus) came, that service was what we were
looking for. It was a mission field right here at home."

■
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Bill became the camp's manager, while Betty
answered phones, did scheduling, and provided nursing
services. They lived on-site for summers only until a
cabin was renovated into a home in 1974. The program
expanded to year-round activities when a retreat lodge
opened in 1980.
Camp staff this past summer put on a skit titled "Bill
Hare the Legend" to honor the four decades of service,
and a "Bill Hare the Legend" T-shirt has been created for
sa le in the camp store. The Hares' dedication was also
recognized during a camp dinner this past fall , and the
camp board gave the couple a restaurant gift certificate
and purchased a Heifer International llama in their honor.
"It never occurred to us to be here this long," says Bill
Hare, now in year 41. "We never thought about that."

nessed this unusual form of baptism. The
two who experienced this form of baptism
also expressed deep appreciation for the
opportunity to have their lives reclaimed
within the body of Christ.
Over the years, pastors have needed to
modify the three-fold act of baptism when
people were unable to be immersed for a
variety of reasons. The idea for this style of
baptism originated through discussion
with pastor Larry Tyner. The request of the
apostle Peter in John 13:9 following Jesus'
declaration that his feet needed to be
washed or he would have no share with
Jesus was intriguing: "Not my
feet only, but also my hands and
"'
:.::,
.!!!
head."
a,
z
Christmas morning at Prince of
Peace provided an excellent
opportunity to put into practice
the idea that our hands do need
to be consecrated in the name of

of the earlier fundraisers plus the offering
topped $5,000, he would kiss a cat belonging to member Pat Corman-a significant
pledge, as Elliott's lack of fondness for cats
was well known.
The offering collected $5,094, bringing
the grand total to $6,210.16. The cat kissing
ceremony was held at the Corman home as
the cat, Cheyenne, dislikes both traveling
and crowds. Proceeds were given through
the Church of the Brethren Emergency
Disaster Fund and local relief efforts.
(Adapted from article in Southern
Pennsylvania District newsletter.)

Unique fundraising pledge
helps victims of cat-astrophe
Knobsville Church of the Brethren
{McConnellsburg, Pa.) wanted to contribute
to the hurricane relief efforts this past fall.
A children's Sunday school car wash and a
calf donated to the Brethren Disaster Relief
auction got things off to a good start, raising more than $1,100 combined.
Before a special offering at the congregation was received, pastor Chris Elliott
issued a challenge to the congregation of
about 50 members. If the combined total
"'
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Christ.-Byron M. Flory

Heifer campaign success
causes squeal of delight
When the witness commission of
Beaverton {Mich.) Church of the
Beaverton pastor John Glasscock puckered up for a pig
Knobsville pastor Chris Elliott is not a cat
Brethren wanted to do an outafter
his
congregation
met
the
challenge
of
filling
an
ark
person,
but he planted a kiss on furry
reach program for Heifer
for Heifer International. This pig was, of course, a real
Cheyenne this past fall after his congregation
International, they decided to have
ham for the camera.
hit a fundraising goal for disaster relief.
the congregation's members save
their change each week, bring it to
church, and deposit it in a container. At
the end of the year they would give the
LANDMARKS & LAURELS
money to Heifer.
• Brethren Volunteer Service orientation Unit 28 held a 50th anniversary
One member, Jack Larkin, was asked to
reunion Oct. 6-9 at the New Windsor {Md.) Conference Center. The weekend
build an ark bank in which to deposit the
included
singing, reminiscing, looking at photos and letters, and a rememmoney collected. The ark was placed in
brance
service
for unit members who had died.
front of the church, and each Sunday
•
Hiwassee
(Va.)
Church of the Brethren celebrated 20 years of mid-week
adults and children would take their
Bible
study
on
Jan.
11.
Mid-week services began there on Jan. 7, 1986.
change and deposit it there while the regu•
An
original
short
story
by Church of the Brethren member Jean My~rs of
lar offering was being taken.
Sinking
Spring,
Pa.,
has
been
published in the newly released book Chicken
The congregation hoped to reach a goal
Soup
for
the
Christian
Soul
2,
Stories of Faith, Hope and Healing. Myers' story
of $5,000 to fund an "ark" of animals. The
is
titled
"Charlie
Brown
Meets
Baby Jesus."
pastor was then asked if he would kiss a
•
Brethren
photographer/artist
Robert Miller has an exhibition titled
sheep if the church reached the goal. He
"Motherland:
Images
of
Native
Soil"
running Feb. 1-March 31 at Carriage Hill
agreed. Later in the year, one member
Gallery
in
Dayton,
Ohio.
promised to give a generous donation if the
• Anderson {Ind.) Church of the Brethren co-pastor Duane Grady, also direcpastor would kiss a pig instead of a sheep.
tor
of the General Board's Area 2 and 4 Congregational Life Teams, was feaThe pastor agreed again.
tured
in the Oct. 22 issue of Anderson's The Herald Bulletin newspaper. The colThe goal was reached, and the pastor
umn
focused
on Grady's prayer walk ministry.
kissed the pig {loaned by Kerry Haller of
Beaverton) on Dec. 10.-Nellie List
Messenger March 2006

REFLECTIONS

Of war, remembrance,
and forgiveness

I

went into a tunnel on a Wednesday afternoon
and came away a different person. I was in Vietnam
in late February 2004 to record, in words and photographs, the impact of mission worker Grace Mishler's min istry of empowering people with disabilities. Hers was a
quiet work of peace and reconciliation after the Vietnam
War, one that faced a hard truth: Many of the severe disabilities in Vietnam are a result of
our land mines, bombs, and chemical defoliants.
On that particular Wednesday,
Grace felt that to more fully understand the Vietnam War (or Second
Indochina War, as it is called
there), our group needed to tour
the Cu Chi Tunnels, a war museum
open to the public about 45 miles
northwest of Ho Chi Minh City. In
this labyrinth of underground tunnels and rooms, the Vietnamese Communists, or Vietcong,
hid from our air and ground assaults. At one point, 10,000
people lived in this architecturally impressive, three-level
network of catacombs, which stretch for miles.

area. He pointed out the craters bombs had left. In a certain spot, he uncovered dirt and leaves and showed us
the entrance to the tunnel, totally hidden from view to
the casual observer.
I crawled down and saw the underground rooms. In one
room metalworkers melted down remnants of our bombs
to make long, sharp poles to be used in primitive, deadly
booby traps. ("What if our collective ingenuity applied to
war was used for peaceful causes?," I wondered .) Another
room was a sleeping room. Another was a meeting room.
It was said that there once was a tiny cinema room.
Another was an operating theater where surgery was
done without benefit of anesthesia. A guide pointed out
the crossboard to tie down the patient's hands during surgery. When I felt I could see no more, we were led into the
final Cu Chi Tunnel room on our tour: the kitchen/dining
room. Would we sit down, please?
We suddenly found ourselves sitting on benches at a
wooden table being served tea and cassava root by a loving
and gracious young Vietnamese woman. She was offering
us peace, refreshment, forgiveness, and healing. Hospitality
was mine in a land I had always considered hostile.
We had lost 58,000 people in the war; th ey had lost 2 million to 3 mil lion in a land
the size of
New Mexico. It
would take at
least 40
memorials the
size of the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall in Wash ington, D.C. to
record their casualties. She offe red us solace and a clean
slate: that war might never happen again there or anywhere, that together we might be a people of peace. We
are not our governments, we communicated to each other
through the language barrier. Eat and drink, please? More,
please? I felt as if I were taking communion.
I came out of the tunnel touched. I also made a start ling
realization: That very day also happened to be Ash
Wednesday. I was moved to frame my Lenten journey that
yea r around the theme of forgiveness. If a people could
forgive so completely, I could work on my own small
issues ... couldn't I? li!

I came out of the tunnel touched. I also made a startling
realization: That very day also happened to be Ash Wednesday.
I was moved to frame my Lenten journey that year around the
theme of forgiveness. If a people could forgive so completely,
I could work on my own small issues ... couldn't I?
I did not say so, but I personally felt I had already seen
and touched enough of war for this lifetime in the War
Remnants Museum in Ho Chi Minh City. The day before, I
had encountered a thousand graphic images of war (from
both sides), touched actual tanks and helicopters, and had
seen the size of the megaton bombs dropped. Films
played showing birth defects resulting from chemical
defoliants. A landm i ne exhibit was equally graphic.
Women and men wept as they saw photograph after photograph in the somber rooms. I shed tears myself-of frustration that all of my generation's efforts to prevent the
war had failed, mine included.
On this day, our Vietnamese guide took us from the
parking lot to the Cu Chi Tunnel area. First he pointed
out that 30 years later the trees above the tunnel area
were just beginning to grow after defoliants had
destroyed the old -growth trees that once graced the

Messenger March 2006

Janis Pyle is coordinator for mission connections for the Church of the Brethren
General Board's Global Mission Pa rtnerships. Grace Mishler served as a mission
worke r in Ho Ch i Minh City from 2000 to 2005.

THE BUZZ
'

QUOTEWORTHV

''We all need to open our eyes
and realize what's around
us-homelessness and other
situations. We get hardened to
the needs right in our own
hacl~yard. But I think. people
are coming together at a time
when we really need it."
-Teri Daddy of the Virginia Council of Churches Refugee Resettlement
Program on the hurricane response (Church World Service)

"Evil is not effectively resisted with hatred and
with guns. The only response to it that has ever
worked is the response of Jesus .•. and that is to
lead a life of love."
- author Jeffrey Burton Russell in The Prince of Darkness: Radical Evil and the
Power of Good in History. The quote was excerpted by Christianity Today.

"I am extremely concerned by a fundamentalist
shift in many houses of worship and in government,
as chm·ch and state have become increasingly intertwined in ways previously thought unimaginable."
-Former President Jimmy Carter, writing
in the Nov. 14 Los Angeles Times about US trends

"Grace is not only experienced passively. Grace is
a gift that invites us to radiate it from our spirit,
mind, and body, to manifest it through our attitudes and practices and not just tluough what we
say. Grace is not limited to emotions or fleeting
moods, hut profomully transforms and renews om·
conscience, om· body, and the very way we live."
-Mexican theologian and biblical scholar Elsa Tamez,
writing in a World Council of Churches publication

"The answer may be in the process-hut it's still
important that we go through the process."
-Jim Benedict, author of the study guide for the current Together: Conversations on
Being the Church process. He was commenting on the approach of engaging people
across the denomination in conversation to determine what it means to be the church.

"I have gotten to know myself a lot better, and
I have grown a lot personally. All the hype ... it
happened! BVS (Brethren Volunteer Senice)
really works."
-Daniel Otten, a Brethren Volunteer Service worker from Germany,
after finishing up his project at Camp Courageous in Iowa

CULTUREVIEW
• Little Rock, Ark.-based Heifer
International was among the 25
winners of the 2006 Fast
Company/Monitor Group Social
Capitalist Awards. The award
honors non-profits, or "social
entrepreneurs," across the nation
that combine creativity and ingenuity with business solutions to
address the most challenging
social problems today. Heifer was
chosen from a field of 240 nominees. Heifer International and the
other 24 award winners were featured in the January 2006 issue of
Fast Company.
• A new Massachusetts Institute
of Technology study reported by
the Associated Press found that
teenagers have high expectations for technology. "For
example, 33 percent of teens predicted that gasoline-powered cars
will go the way of the horse and
buggy by 2015. Just 16 percent of
adults agreed," the AP article
noted. Teens also said technology
can eventually solve global issues
such as unclean water (91 percent), hunger (89 percent), and disease (88 percent). Adults
expressed less optimism; 77 percent said technology will play an
important role in ending hunger.
• Trees for Life president
Balbir Mathur was featured in a

Jan. 19 radio interview on WBEZ
91.5 FM Chicago Public Radio. It
can be heard at www.chicagopublicradio.org/audio_l ibra ry/wv _r
ajan06.asp. Trees for Life is a
long-time Brethren Volunteer
Service project location.
• The Brethren Church,
based in Ashland, Ohio,
announced at its fall executive
board meeting that it would be
eliminating five staff positions in
its national office due to a growing budget deficit.
• With a new $6 million grant
from Lilly Endowment Inc., The
Fund for Theological Education will
expand its work with congregations
nationwide as vital partners in identifying and cultivating gifted young
candidates for vocations in
Christian ministry. The grant will
fund "Calling Congregations," a
regional initiative involving local
churches in grassroots programs to
find and support the next generation of outstanding pastoral leaders
for Christian denominations. The
program will establish a
national network of 500
congregations and
church-related
institutions from
four regions
across the US
by 2009.

JUST FOR FUN: MAKE A MATCH
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WORLD An article in this month's
issue looks at the nation of Myanmar (Burma). Match the name of
that country and other Asian nations on the left with its capital on
the right (answers below):
1. Burma (Myanmar)

a. Bangkok

2. Mongolia

b. Beijing

3. North Korea

c. Jakarta

4. Thailand

d. Ulaanbaatar

5. Malaysia

e. Thimphu

6. Nepal

f. Vientiane

7. Bhutan

g. Rangoon

8. Laos

h. Kathmandu

9. China

i. Pyongyang

10. Indonesia

j. Kuala Lumpur
'0-0L 'q-s '!·8 '8-L '4-9 '[-9 'e-17 ' I-£ 'p-z '6- L 'Stl3MSN'v'
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Do Brethren have anything to say to a

■

by Donald B. Kraybill & Kathryn Eisenbise

oes the Brethren story have any relevance in a postmodern world? In the last half of the 20th century, some

philosophers have argued that we no longer live in a socalled modern world, but in a "postmodern" one. How might
our Brethren heritage fit and address the conditions of postmodernity?
But before we explore those connections, what is postmodernity? The phrase "modern world" does not mean the
contemporary world, as often implied in everyday language,
but refers instead to a period of history. Postmodernity suggests a new phase in history, a shift away from a modern
worldview. Some argue that our present culture is simply a
form of super-modernity or high modernity. Many philosophers, however, contend we live in a postmodern era that
reflects very different ways of thinking and interacting.
No sharp lines cleanly separate modern life from postmodern life. The labels "traditional," "modern," and "postmodern" mark overlapping phases of history that slowly dissolve
from one into another. In simple terms, the broad sweep of
history can be divided into four eras, symbolized by forest,
farm, factory, and the World Wide Web.
The forest symbolizes the hunting and gathering societies
that existed before the development of agriculture. After soci eties began to store the harvest from their agricultural producA longer version of this article will be published as part of Brethren Press'
"Perspectives" booklet series; it is expected to be available by Annual Conference.
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tion, a farming culture developed. Farming enabled human
societies to stabilize because they no longer had to roam the
forest in search of food. Farming anchored the base of traditional societies that characterized the western world until the
dawn of modern society in the 17th and 18th centuries .
The modern world came to maturity with the factory system. In the United States, Henry Ford's automobile assembly
line heralded the heyday of manufacturing. The modern
world, symbolized by the factory, reigned for more than a
century (from 1865 to 1965).
Modern societies accent the production of assembly-line
products. The rise of the factory system in the United States
pulled millions of people from farms to the cities and even tu ally to suburban areas . This migration shifted work from the
family to the factory. It often split the work responsibilities,
leaving one spouse in the factory all day while another one
cared for the home and children.

Five key contested questions
The modern world was not only about factories and the
development of technology and cities; it also reflected a particular way of thinking. Five prominent themes of the mod ern era are often challenged in postmodern culture. We present these five contested issues in the form of questions.
One or parallel lines of history? Modernity emphasized
the forward movement of history along a straight line. People
assumed history was moving forward and making steps of

progress. Faster and bigger were better, and, despite some
distractions, the flow of history was moving forward and
upward. Technological advances supported this assumption
because they boosted production and leisure time. In the
modern mind, life would continue to get better and better.
The postmodern eye, however, does not see history moving in a single line of progress . Postmodernity highlights parallel processing, networks, and trees of information. The
postmodern mind sees history moving in several directions at
once, rather than along one straight line.
One story or many? Closely related to the idea of linear
progress was the notion that history was revealed as one grand
story, sometimes called a metanarrative. The big story of history provided meaning that transcended the details of everyday
life. Theologically, this meant God was shaping history.
Therefore, as history moved forward and upward, it reflected
God's revelation and intention for the human community.
In contrast, the postmodern eye sees diversity- many peo ples with many particular stories. Rather than trying to melt
different ethnic identities into one pot, as modern people
were prone to do, postmodernity celebrates difference and
cultivates distinction. The postmodern mind assumes that
everyone has different experiences, and therefore no single
"big" narrative can embody a multitude of viewpoints.
Objective or subjective truth? The rise of science paralleled the rise of modernity. Rigorous scientific methods generated new discoveries and established science as an objective,
unbiased method of uncovering the truth. The hard sciences
such as biology, as well as the social sciences, assumed investigators could bracket personal subjective interests so they
could pursue the discovery of truth without bias.
Rather than emphasizing objectivity, postmodern people
highlight subjectivity. Instead of only seeking objective scientific truth, postmodern people welcome subjective interpretation. By acknowledging subjectivity, the postmodern mind
recognizes that even scientific inquiry is driven by subjective
interests. Even if scientists are not always aware of their own
biases and agendas, these interests nevertheless shape what
they study and how they study it.
Subjectivity is also valued in the arts and humanities. An
observer's interpretation of art is valued over the artist's intent.
For example, instead of looking for the "truth" in a text (i.e. the
truth the author intends to convey), the postmodern mind val-

ues whatever subjective meaning a reader finds there. Thus
with multiple readers, a text carries diverse interpretations and
multiple truths. The most important truth, in the postmodern
mind, is whatever the reader gets out of a text or a painting.
One truth or many? Science was grounded on the belief
that absolute truth was somewhere "out there" if only scien tists worked hard enough and long enough to find it. The
truth could be found if theologians were creative enough to
discover it. All of this hinged on the assumption that there
was one absolute truth, and through study, prayer, and dis cernment, the truth could be found.
In contrast, postmodernity embraces a plurality of truths. Just
as the postmodern mind appreciates many particular stories
rather than one big story, it also assumes the many stories rep resent many truths. The postmodern mind no longer thinks
there is only one, absolute truth, but rather a plurality of truths.
The new interest in world religions reflects this reality, because
different religions offer alternate pathways to ultimate truth.
Hierarchy or networks? In the modern world, people
assumed that organizations, including churches, needed a
hierarchy of positions and roles to carry out their responsibilities. Implicit in this understanding was the sense that some
people and groups had legitimate authority to dominate
those below them in the social hierarchy.
Instead of building modern hierarchies on ladders of domination, postmodern actors create networks, collaborative circles, and teamwork. The World Wide Web, with its octopuslike connections stretching around the world, best exemplifies
the postmodern consciousness. The postmodern world is
filled with fuzzy, messy webs of relationships rather than
clear, clean lines of hierarchy that characterized the factory
system. The black-and -white lines of authority in the factory.
reflect the modern way of thinking about the world, whereas
the hidden, multiple realities that literally snake around the
world via the Internet reflect a more postmodern worldview.

Other contrasts
Consider some other symbolic contrasts between the two
eras. The black-and-white, still photographs of the modern
world reflect different realities than contemporary video and
digital images, which can continually be changed.
The telephone signals another shift: Old-fashioned teleMessenger March 2006

phones anchored to a wall mark the modern world, whereas
the mobile cell phone, linked to other media through wireless signals, is a postmodern symbol.
Finally, the wars of the 20th century in many ways reflect
the modern era, as nation-states waged war against one
another with armies under centralized and hierarchical command structures. In sharp contrast, the war on terrorism
reflects postmodern realities as insurgents from different
countries unite not under one legitimate, sovereign leader but
in loose networks and coalitions. Instead of centralized command structures for large legions of ground troops, terrorists
spread small "sleeper" cells with
small
amounts of arms and suicide
The
bombers who can wreak havoc on
postmodern
large urban areas.
world is filled
In many ways, the postmodern
is filled with uncertainties, in
world
with fuzzy,
both the religious and political
messy
realms. Many people have respondwebs of
ed to the ambiguity and uncertainty
of the postmodern world with negrelationships
ative reactions, some of which are
rather than
rightly called fundamentalism.
clear, clean
Religious and political fundamen talists crave certainty, praise
lines of
dogma, and willingly fight to prehierarchy that serve the clarity and certainty of
characterized
the modern world. But the spread
of
the World Wide Web and the
the factory
economic shift to service industries
system.
and information societies give some
evidence of a gradual shift toward a
postmodern world.

Distinctive Brethren themes

Bucher replied, "Why don't you go and ask my hired man,
my banker, my feed salesman, my next-door neighbor, and
members of my family and see what they say." His answer
points to an understanding of faith rooted in practice rather
than in the proclamation of dogma. Indeed, the radical
Pietists, who influenced the early Brethren, formed partly in
reaction to the stiff dogma of state churches in 17th-century
Germany.
This story illustrates several points about Brethren and
postmodernity. Bucher's response coincides with the post-.
modern emphasis on networks and coalitions. The Church
of the Brethren has discouraged hierarchical approaches to
church governance. The members of the church body are
responsible to one another instead of to a specific church
authority. This diffusion of authority, an accent in postmodernity, has been a Brethren model for centuries.
Bucher's story also illustrates the postmodern awareness of
multiple truths. His understanding of the nature of salvation
points to the fact that evidence of one's own salvation is borne
out in everyday life, in the testimony of our witnesses. This
story also points to multiple perspectives (or multiple realities)
on understanding salvation. No single person has the whole,
objective truth. Instead, it takes a community, a whole network of people working together to discover the truth.
Story over Creed. Closely related to the Brethren emphasis on practice is our emphasis on story. Brethren have
emphasized that we are a non-creedal church. We have stated frequently that we have no creed but the New Testament.
Our focus has been on the particular way we follow Jesus
rather than on universal creeds and confessions. Our focus
has been on the particular life and parables of Jesus.
The stories of Dan West, of M.R. Zigler, of Ted
Studebaker have shaped our understanding of Christian
faith more than the repetition of creeds. Brethren folksinger
Andy Murray's ballad about Cy Bomberger tells the story of
a Dunkard farmer who had such high standards of integrity
that when he brought his wheat to the miller to have it
weighed, the miller simply waved him around the scales
because he trusted the weight Bomberger would report.
Such stories about the practice of faith are much more
instrumental in shaping Brethren understanding of what it
means to be a faithful disciple than any universal creed. For
Brethren, there is no single way to be faithful; the principles of
Jesus must be practiced in multiple ways in various situations.

A new world (or at least a new way of understanding the
world) is emerging. New worlds bring new challenges. New
societal needs surface. The title of this article asks if Brethren
have anything to say to this emerging world. We think several
distinctive Brethren themes are particularly relevant in a postmodern society. It is particularly interesting that these themes
come out of a Brethren heritage nearly 300 years old.
Perhaps the Brethren were ahead of their time?
Consider six distinctive themes of Brethren heritage especially relevant in a postmodern world:
Practice over Dogma. Practicing
faith rather than preaching doctrine has
always been a Brethren accent. Our
focus has been discipleship rather than
Modern
systematic theology. We have instead
A linear line of progress
asked, "What does it means to follow
One big, grand story
Jesus in everyday life?"
One absolute truth
An oft-told story about Rufus Bucher
Objectivity of science
illustrates this Brethren theme.
Hierarchy and domination
Supposedly, Bucher was approached by
Factory
a man handing out religious tracts in a
Black-and-white still photo
city. The man asked, 'fue you saved?"
Wall telephone
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Centralized warfare

Postmodern
Parallel streams of history, branches/trees
Many diverse and particular stories
Many truths and virtual realities
Subjectivity of the text (readers' truths)
Loose networks and collaboration
World Wide Web
Video, digital image
Cell phone
Sleeper cells of terrorism

Relationships over Results. One of the central themes
their official responses to military engagement, Brethren
coming out of the Pietist heritage of the Brethren is the
have emphasized the suffering love of Jesus as an example.
accent on love. The modern world stressed results and
During the Revolutionary War, the Civil War, World War I
objectives, but for the Brethren, process and people have
and II, as well as Vietnam, Brethren voices championed the
always been more important than the final outcome.
way of peace. Brethren emphasized the gospel of peace as
One Brethren leader has said that Brethren sin if we stop talkcentral to our understanding of faith.
ing with each other. Brethren have emphasized community over hierarchy and loving
There is another way to view the world and,
relationships over exclusionary decisions.
indeed, another way to live in it. The shift into
Within Brethren polity, there has
always been a healthy ambiguity that
postmodernity reflects some of the practices and
encourages love for the person(s) when
attitudes Brethren have embraced for centuries.
disagreements arise rather than drawing
sharp lines of distinction that might
Since 1935, the Church of the Brethren has been one of
lead to separation. This emphasis on relationships, important to Brethren for centuries, reflects a level of comfort
the Historic Peace Churches, and seeks today to be a living
with ambiguity that resonates with the rhythm of life in a
peace church. Brethren involvements in the World Council
postmodern world.
of Churches have been instrumental in developing the WCC
Faithfulness over Triumphalism. Bill Bright, founder of
program known as the Decade to Overcome Violence.
The war in Iraq is an example of a modern "factory"
Campus Crusade for Christ, once said, "Christians are
always winners ." This statement reflects a modern world response to violence. There are several modern elements at
view. The modern mentality values victory, triumph, and
work in this war. First, the US -led invasion was based on an
winning and blesses such triumphalism with religious lanassumption that US intelligence had the absolute (and
guage. In contrast, the Brethren ethos has emphasized prac- objective) truth about weapons of mass destruction.
ticing faith, discipleship, and even suffering rather than
Secondly, the invasion presupposed that the US coalition
basking in victory. Rather than a dualistic win/lose mentalihad the authority to dominate those on lower rungs on the
hierarchy of world power. Third, the US represented a sin ty, Brethren have allowed for a bit more ambiguity by
emphasizing love and grace over judgment.
gle nexus/location of power, reflected in a go -it-alone attiGlobalism over Nationalism. Humans draw territorial
tude despite strident objections from many world leaders .
lines. We issue passports, conduct security checks, enforce
The US invasion of Iraq was the last gasp of a modern
national boundaries, and even build walls to separate peoregime, an attempt to impose American truth on another
ples, such as the Berlin Wall and the rising wall separating
society, to impose democracy and to impose it quickly.
Israel and Palestine.
In contrast, the Brethren response to this war has a more
The rise of the sovereign national state parallels the emerpostmodern flavor. The Brethren position that all war is sin
gence of modern society in many ways. The modern appreci- recognizes that there is no one absolute and objective truth. It
ation of clear lines and objective truth was apparent in the
also affirms the importance of relationships over winning a
rise of patriotic nationalism. Just as the modern worldview
war. Rather than simply accepting the metanarrative of a war,
blessed victory and triumphalism with religious language,
Brethren value the particular stories of those affected by war.
patriotic nationalism became a civil religion that married God Finally, the Brethren response to this war in Iraq has been to
and country together. Slogans such as "God bless America"
form networks of support across the globe. These networks tie
and "in God we trust" blend together a patriotic nationalism
together organizations such as Christian Peacemaker Teams.
with a generic, garden -variety civil religion. Civil religion
In a world riddled with violence, the message of peacemaklegitimates a nationalism that draws clear boundaries, making ing and nonviolent love is urgently needed. There is another
it appear that only one country receives God's blessing.
way to view the world and, indeed, another way to live in it.
Historically, Brethren have had a bigger and broader vision,
The shift into postmodernity reflects some of the practices
a global vision. Brethren involvements in service in Europe
and attitudes Brethren have embraced for centuries .
after World War II and their interest in the development of the
We are the stewards of these distinctive theological
United Nations are two examples of Brethren commitments
themes. We are the recipients of these habits of faith. Let
that go far beyond nationalism. Disaster relief and historical
us treasure them with care and practice them with
Brethren opposition to war illustrate the theological emphasis
courage, for they define the very essence of the gospel of
that God's kingdom has a global reach. Brethren have refused
our Lord Jesus Christ, and they define the character of
to worship the tribal god of American patriotism, and they
who we are as people of faith. li!
have affirmed God's blessing over the entire world. This globDonald Kraybill is senior fellow at Elizabethtown (Pa.) College"s Young Center for
al awareness connects with the postmodern openness to difAnabaptist & Pietist Studies. This article grew out of a presentation he initially gave at
ferent viewpoints and affirmation of diverse cultures .
the 2004 Annual Conference Messenger Dinner. Kate Eisenbise is a member of
Love over Force. From the outset, Brethren have under Elizabethtown Church of the Brethren. She is a doctoral student at Graduate Theological
stood the way of Jesus to be one of love, not force. In all of
Union in Cal iforn ia and worked as a doctoral fellow at the Young Center in 2005.
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LEARNING THE DELICATE

ance o stewari s i
by Roy E. Bronkema

Maximum wholeness requires a thoughtful, balanced approach

0

n the drive home from church one Sunday, a family
was not too happy. Dad was complaining that the
sermon was long and boring; Mom expressed her
feeling that the organist played too loudly during the second
hymn; Sis critiqued the intonation of the soloist, and
Grandma had wanted to sit closer to the front because "no
one talks loud enough." And, finally, little Todd joined in to
fuss about the woman in front of them with the big hat. Then
he paused, nudged his dad, and added, "But Dad, you gotta
admit, it was a pretty good show for a nickel."
Ouch! Todd had it right. For many, a nickel is all they are
willing to contribute to the kingdom of Christ. So many people go to church, drop their token in the heavenly toll booth,
and go their way-not realizing that God is after far more
than just their "nickel." But the Bible is clear that when it
comes to stewardship, God's purposes are far more encom passing than just forking over the change in our pocket on
any given weekend.
Unfortunately, when most people think of stewardship,
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their minds immediately go to just one thing: money. They
picture the church collection plate or the United Way- a
preacher to please, or a pledge to make. The concept that
God is hard up for our cash has captured our society's imagination with a vengeance, thanks to many TV evangelists.
But Jesus' concept of stewardship was much greater in
scope than our society's limited perception. The value of
stewardship has stronger implications for our daily l.ives than
most of us have ever realized. Following are some bottom-line
principles I have learned that serve as touchstones for this allimportant topic:
First, we have each been given gifts by God.
Jesus told an intriguing parable about stewardship in
Matthew 25. He describes a master who was embarking on a
long trip. Before he departed, the owner granted his assets to
trusted servants to manage. To each servant he gave varied
"talents": some five, some two, some just one. But the point
was clear: Everyone got something.
Each of us likewise has been granted gifts from our

God wants our giving to mirror God's generosity to us. God is not content
with just one piece of our heart. And since God gives so much more than just
money, our giving should reflect much more than that as well.
Creator. They reach far more comprehensively than finances,
but to the whole of our lives: our families, our children, our
time, our health, and our talents- virtually every spiritual and
physical blessing. James underscores this idea in his New
Testament letter: "Every good and perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is
no variableness, neither shadow of turning." God is forever
giving. This giving does not change; it is as sure as the sun
and the moon making an appearance. God is the ultimate
source of everything good in our lives.
The second principle picks up on and expands on the first:
God asks for a return on those gifts . God wants us to willingly and completely yield our bodies, souls, and minds. After
all, a composer has the right to listen to his own song. In seeking our hearts, God receives the truest return on investment
possible, because with our hearts comes our allegiance, our
time, and our possessions. Our truest treasure is within us.
And why should God NOT expect our loyalty and devotion?
He has freely granted us all things. We have been blessed with
all true spiritual riches. He daily showers us with life and
breath and health and abundance. Romans 12:la gives us a
reasonable expectation from God: "So here's what I want you
to do, God helping you: take your everyday, ordinary lifeyour sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around
life-and place it before God as an offering" (The Message).
So our life choices should reflect good stewardship of the gifts
we have received; in essence, God wants our giving to mirror
God's generosity to us. God is not content with just one piece
of our heart. And since God gives so much more than just
money, our giving should reflect much more than that as well.
This idea leads to the third principle: The delicate interplay
of the good stewardship of every area of our lives pleases
God and yields us a harvest of joy.
RESOURCES
• Church of the Brethren Annual
Conference statements include
the 1985 statement, "Christian
Stewardship: Responsible Freedom"
(www.brethren.org/ac/ac_statements/85ChristianStewardship.html)
and the 1975 statement on Life
Stewardship, available in print
form from Brethren Press.
Call 800-323-8039.
• The Church of the Brethren

MMA, a Mennonite "stewardship solutions" organization based
in Goshen, Ind., labels this interplay of every area of life with a
descriptive investment term: "holistic stewardship." It is an apt
description of the wise use of our lives and gifts, and how those
gifts can be best managed for a successful life in God's eyes.
An auxiliary benefit of thoughtful stewardship is that the
Christ-centered practice of exercising our gifts honestly and
being good stewards of the relationships between them wisely
brings us wholeness. We experience our design and purpose
for life: something many of us chase, but few catch.
The balance between areas may not look the same at every
stage (nor should it), but it should reflect our best resources
at every level. When we are younger we have more time and
health; when we are middle-aged, we have more discretionary
income and stronger relationships; when we are older, we
have more wisdom and experience. So we must learn to manage our time, talent, and treasure to maximize effectiveness at
every stage of life.
This healthy integration is critical to our overall well-being.
If we focus on one area (like money) to the exclusion of all
the rest, we will suffer. For example, if our health is not
guarded well, we will fail to be able to give time as we would
like. If our relationships break down, it will affect how much
money is available. If our time is not given to God, then our
relationships with others are limited.
No longer is each area of life a "compartment" to itself;
rather, they are in intricate interaction with the others. The
delicate "dance of our gifts" gives life a beauty all its own and
makes our stewardship of each one sustainable over the long
haul, no matter what comes our way. ll!
Roy E. Bronkema is a free-lance writer specia lizing in work for churches and Christian
organizations. Roy and his w ife, Nancy, reside in Niles, Mich.

General Board Funding office
includes staff with expertise in
stewardship education, estate plan ning, and other areas. Visit
www.brethren.org/genbd/funding/re
sources/ or call 800-323-8039, ext.
228. Brethren Benefit Trust also
offers a number of workshops and
resources. Call 800-746-1505 or visit
www.brethrenbenefittrust.org.
• Education resources from
MMA are available at http://bookstore.mma-online.org.

• Books on stewardship from
Brethren Press include Putting
God First: The Tithe by Norma
W. Gaskill and Growing up
Generous: Engaging Youth in
Giving and Serving by Eugene
Roehlkepartain, Elanah Dalyah
Naftali, and Laura Musegades.
Several Bible studies and curricu lum resources are also available.
Visit www.BrethrenPress.com and
search for "stewardship" or call
800-441 -3712.
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The topsy-t rvy

photos and story by David Radcliff

Burma Myanmar) road
Restrictive government leads to atmosphere of poverty and fear

E

than five people in attendance requires a permit. Traveling by
bus somewhere? The government is along for the ride: The
bus will be stopped and the people unloaded and checked
five or six times in a 12-hour trfp.
College students are a special concern for Myanmar's rulers.
After having seen students spark uprisings on several occa sions in past decades, they're taking no chances. The national
university has been "decentralized" to outlying locations and
made into commuter campuses- all in an effort to curtail the
development of a critical mass of student organizing.
Adding injury to these many insults is the poverty affecting
the mass of Myanmar's people. The 30 percent or so of the
population considered middle
class earns $200-$300 a
Their nation has been written off by many as a pariah and banished month, barely enough to
to oblivion. We must help them feel they are not forgotten, but are
scrape by. Everyone else is
squarely within our circle of care and concern.
poorer, except for the military junta that runs the
nation and their cronies. They drive nice cars, have large
costs $2,000, or nearly a year's wages for a middle-class
professional (the phone itself is normally priced). This is just houses, and consort at fancy resorts. At the other end of the
continuum, salaries for farm workers or day laborers run
one of the ways the military government seeks to suppress
about 75 cents a day; teachers earn less than that.
dissent or even unbridled communication.
The importation of personal vehicles is strictly controlled and
Even in person there are rules to follow: Any organizing or
heavily taxed, so that an aging Toyota goes for $20,000. Gas to
training meeting (apart from religious gatherings) with more
verything is in reverse. That's how my host described

Myanmar, the southeastern Asian nation rich in
resources but poor in about everything else. Except
perhaps in spirit, at least among some segments of the
Christian community and general population-they remain
resilient and subtly subversive after more than four decades
of autocratic rule and a maddening array of obstacles .in the
way of anything like a normal life.
Indeed, things much of the world considers normal have
an Alice in Wonderland quality in Myanmar (previously
known as Burma, but now officially called by its traditional
name by its military rulers). The "sim card" for a cell phone

I

Messenger March 2006

Cheeks painted with a natural tree-bark cosmetic,
these children face a difficult future. Few of them will
go to high school; all of them will grow up in poverty
and under one of the most repressive regimes in the
world. And yet hope persists as the people of
Myanmar anticipate a day when change will come.

The current government, like its predecessors, lives in fear.
run it? About $1.50 a gallon for 60 rationed gallons allotted
monthly; after that it's nearly twice as much on the black market. And it is most afraid of Aung San Suu Kyi, daughter of Aung
(One of the perks of being a military officer is the use of one or
San and leader of Myanmar's democratic opposition. When her
more cars, and with every car comes a gas ration. Unused porparty won the 1990 elections by a landslide, she was placed
tions go directly to the black market for a handy profit.)
under house arrest and the election results were ignored by the
How bad is it? Many people I met
government. Over the coming
years, she was hounded and
found some measure of consolation
harassed by the government until
in the fact that at least things
seemed better in Myanmar than in
being placed under house arrest
North Korea. If that's your silver
again in 1998- for her own safety
and for the good of the country,
lining, the clouds are pretty thick.
For all these difficulties, life is
according to her captors- where
harder in conflict areas in the mounshe remains to this day. She
tainous areas outside Myanmar's
spends her time in an ill-repaired
central valley. The roots of this conhouse on a heavily-monitored
flict, which has cost thousands of
street in Yangon. Roadblocks
lives and displaced over a million
bracket the part of the street near
people, lie in disagreements over the
her home, and the whole area is
autonomy of the ethnic groups ringoff-limits from 6 at night until 6 in
ing the Burman people who make
the morning. Her only contact
up the majority of the population.
with the outside world is via her
These people- the Shan, the
personal physician.
Karen, the Palaung, the Kachin, and
And fear her they should.
others- had sought more independAccording to one development
ence from the central government
worker with more than a decade
following Britain's post-World War II
of experience in the country, she
withdrawal as a colonial power. Had
is more intelligent, more courathe young charismatic leader Aung
geous, and better-spoken than
San been allowed to rule the nation,
any of the current phalanx of
this may have been the case. In 194 7,
rulers, and they know it. She
however, he was assassinated by the
also has the support of the
military, beginning nearly 60 years of
Myanmar people, a wide array
strong-arm rule and active suppresof local and international organision of ethnic aspirations.
zations, and many powerful
Young women-most never having gone to high
At the current time, active insurnations (it is said that US policy
school-receive training as seamstresses in a delta village.
gencies are taking place in several
toward Myanmar is based on her
Once the six-month training is complete, they'll earn a litzones, creating an exodus of civilcues).
And she's the 1991 Nobel
tie less than a dollar a day sewing clothes. It's not much,
ians either toward government-run
Peace
Prize
laureate to boot.
but enough to keep them from being sent off to the city
relocation camps, across the border
So how does the junta stay in
to work as domestic servants, where abuse is rampant.
into Thailand, or into hiding in the
power? For one thing, there is a
mountains near their villages.
400,000-strong military and
Although Thailand is host to more than 100,000 of these
intelligence apparatus, requiring 40 percent of the national
exiles, it resists fully acknowledging their refugee status, not
budget and the forced conscription of young men to maintain. Around a thousand leaders of the democratic movement
wanting to upset its increasingly important economic ties to
Myanmar (including a dam project on the shared Salaween
are in jail as political prisoners. The government regularly
River that threatens to displace many communities).
relocates entire villages suspected of supporting insurgents,
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According to Dr. Than Attaw of the Matthew 25 Clinic,
a ministry of the Myanmar Baptist Convention in the
southwestern city of Pathein, a combination of poverty
and environmental degradation are leading to an increase
in diseases such as malaria and tuberculosis in Myanmar.
Poor urban planning enables mosquitoes to multiply;
yearly pesticide treatments for a mosquito net cost 55
cents-too much for many families.

and routinely uses rape, torture, and forced labor to
control the population.
And there is also a deep strain within the people of
Myanmar to expect strong, even dictatorial, rule from
its leaders. This expresses itself in political relations at
all levels, including finding its way into relationships
within the family and church.
There is a part of Buddhist teaching, too, that
tends toward acceptance of present suffering as a penalty for
misdeeds in a past life and as down payment for a more fulfilling future. Christianity can tend to take this same direction, focused on future glory to the disregard of present misery and structural injustice.
One final factor may be Suu Kyi's role in her own party.
With her followers seeing her as the unquestioned leader,
they are hesitant to consider taking on the government with out her. Thus, house arrest serves the rulers quite well, confining Suu Kyi while tying the hands of her supporters .
The US government, following Suu Kyi's lead, has helped
initiate an economic embargo against Myanmar that has
severely affected the common people. The strictures have hit
the small export sector hardest: 65 percent of textile workers
have lost their jobs. Overall, the US approach has been one
of confrontation and belligerence, while many Christians
within the country call for engagement and a selective
embargo: one that affects the leaders instead of ordinary citizens. At any rate, the impact of any embargo will be undercut by Myanmar's ongoing trade ties with its neighborsespecially the behemoth next door, China.
So where are signs of hope? In many quarters-from hotel
staff to professionals to farmers and development workers and
church leaders-there is acknowledgement by Myanmar's

people that theirs is a deeply flawed society. This in itself is
significant, as they have been taught from grade school
onward to refrain from raising questions or thinking critically.
Some religious leaders and nongovernmental groups are slowly working to enable this ability to assess and reflect.
Faith-based groups are also finding other ways to reach
out to address the many needs of Myanmar's people. Some
introduce conflict resolution skills into a society that has
trouble dealing with differences without resorting to violence.
Others are working to address health care and educational
inadequacies or teach agricultural techniques that promise
both increased profit and environmental sustainability.
In neighboring Thailand, Christian groups work with Burmese
refugees in securing citizenship rights, emergency food, and agricultural development. The New Life Center ministers to the
thousands of young women who are trafficked into Thailand
each year from surrounding countries, including Myanmar, for
exploitation as laborers, domestic servants, or sex workers.
What can you do? Let the US government know that a
heavy-handed approach will do little to change the present
Myanmar regime. Find ways to support efforts by ethnic
minorities to create intellectual and political space in
Myanmar. Help the church there do its part to bring hope
and peace to this troubled land. Support Church World
Service ministries to refugees in Thailand. And lift up the
people of Myanmar in thought and prayer. Their nation has
been written off by many as a pariah and banished to oblivion. We must help them feel they are not forgotten , but are
squarely within our circle of care and concern.
Perhaps in these ways we can join the people there in slowly shifting out of reverse and beginning to move forwardtoward the full life God intends for us all. li!
David Radcliff lives in Elgin, 111.; he is director of New Community Project. He recently
traveled to Asia and Africa after earning an Around-the-World ticket wi th United Airlines.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
• Church World Service has been involved with
refugee issues in Burma/Myanmar, recently praising a
new report by the Thailand Burma Border Consortium
that gave more details on the suffering in the region.
Visit www.churchworldservice.org.

I
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• New Community Project is tentatively planning a
Learning Tour to Thailand/Myanmar in May 2007
and other projects. For more information, visit
www.newcommunityproject.org.
• Burma Issues offers a weekly newsletter and
other resources. Visit www.burmaissues .org.

Confitemini Domino

Only in a dream

Bless to me, 0 God the earth beneath my feet

Only in a dream
can one take wing
and escape gravity,
that is ...
apart from a plane
or rocket
or balloon
or some such thing.

in confidence I walk
upon the path
darkness will
not overwhelm me.
Bless to me, 0 God the path where on I go
in confidence I answer
my steps will not forsake
Your call
Your love lights the way.
Bless to me, 0 God the tears of my desire
in confidence I cry
my spirit
cleansing
washing away the pain.

Only in a dream ...
Yet,
in this fluid moment,
I find myself
in a freer atmosphere
beyond earth
and time
and space
where
the heart can sing.

~

z

Elizabeth Miller Lane, Dayton, Ohio

Bless to me, 0 God the sound of creation

(Originally written in 1965, this poem was in cluded with numerous
others in Carved on the Wind: Selected Poems, published when the
author turned 90 years old.)

in confidence I dwell in You!
nerve endings dance
rainbow lights sparkle;
Your love sets aglow my soul
e'en in darkness I dwell secure
for You are there.
Nancy Jones, York. Pa.

(The title is taken from a Taizd hymn meaning

Prayer for the making of
communion bread
Bless the earth that spins around
and bless the sky and bless the ground.
Bless the sun that nourished the grain
and bless clouds that gave the rain.

"Give thanks to the Lord for he is good. '')

Carpe diem
From time to time,

MESSENGER

receives

poems written by Breth ren. Several have
been collected over the past months, and
they are offered here for thought and inspiration during the Lente n season :

Life is a poem of moments
like seconds that tick on quickly.
We try to hold on to happiness
but like our sorrows nothing lasts
not our failures
not our joys
not the missed opportunities
of our past.
When at last we get wise we realize
that each moment is our gift of being alive
to be lived without fear of tomorrow
or regret of yesterday
without fear of death,
that final moment of lifefor we know: this too shall pass!

Bless the farmer who tilled and milled
and those who hoed and gathered and spilled,
and those who wrapped and sent the flour
and loaded up trucks and drove for hours
over the roads with bags and sacks
and carried the heaviness on their backs.
Bless the folks who brought the flour
into the church for this very hour.
Bless the hands that measure and pour
Bless the spirits that laugh and soar.
Bless us all (for each is a sinner),
and bless the hands that made our dinner.
Bless the knuckles that knead and press
and knead some more and make a mess.
Bless the hearts that join as one
to celebrate Your only Son,
who came to earth to end our strife
and grant us peace and give us life.

Gerda Hoover, Lombard, Ill.

(Reprinted with permission from her new book,

One Hand Clapping: Love, Loss, and Beyond)

Bless the bread we make this day
In Jesus' precious name we pray.
Amen.
Paula Bowser, Trotwood, Ohio

Messenger March 2006

~~ \\,
I ,",
• 1. l[l

t / /,

'I '',,,,. '

~f/1"1'

.~;·~· .''

2 Chronicles:
Another way of looking
by Chris Bowman

C

hronicles may be the least read of
our scriptures. Few sermons begin

by quoting Chronicles, and the book is
not found in the Revised Common
Lectionary. Among Old Testament books,
only Nahum shares that distinction.
Our lack of enthusiasm might be forgiven. Chronicles starts with nine chapters of
genealogies. Second Chronicles starts
with seven chapters of tedious details of
temple construction. What remains we
have heard before (in Samuel and Kings).
Yet this alternate look at history holds
rich theological treasures. While the recordkeeping writer of Samuel and Kings
thought from within the world of exile,
Chronicles views history from a different
perspective: He tells the same history after
returning from exile. Location changes perspective. Even deliverance from Egypt
Messenger March 2006

looked different from beyond the Jordan
than it did in the wilderness of Sin between
Elim and Sinai. So, too, the line of David
looks different from beyond the exile.
Like Kings and Samuel, Chronicles was
written as a single book with two parts.
The first chronicle, as Bob Neff described
last month, is devoted to David; the second
takes the story from Solomon to Cyrus. As
a kind of commentary on the books of
Samuel and Kings, Chronicles emphasizes
some history (e.g. the recurring unfaithfulness and repentance of Judah), de-empha sizes some (e.g. the relevance of the
North), and re-interprets others (compare
2 Chr. 8:2 and 1 Kings 9:12) .
Second Chronicles begins as David's son
Solomon assumes the throne. Because he
prayed for wisdom instead of wealth (2
Chr. 1:10-12), "God was with him and

made him exceedingly great" (2 Chr. 1:1).
He built the temple and created the worship center amid competing alternatives. In
his 40-year reign, he "excelled all the kings
of the earth in riches and in wisdom" (2
Chr. 9:22). In David's line, his kingdom
will be "everlasting," and Solomon is
adopted by God as his son (1 Chr. 28:6).
Under Solomon the temple is built, the
festivals are kept, and the choir continually sings that "the steadfast love of the
Lord endures forever. " The height of
Judah's wealth and power is met by the
height of its worship.
Things go downhill from there. King
Rehoboam, Solomon's son, sought the
advice of the young advisors instead of
the old advisors. The young recommended getting tough; the old favored being
kind. The subsequent "shock and awe"

Journey through the WORD

Under Solomon the temple is built, the festivals are kept, and
the choir continually sings that the steadfast love of the Lord
endures forever." The height of Judah's wealth and power is
met by the height of its worship.
11

campaign brought civil war between
north and south.
King after king is chronicled. Some
started off bad and end good. Others
started good but end bad. Some "did
what was good in the sight of the Lord."
Some did "evil in the sight of the Lord."
Some "sought the Lord" and "did not
seek the Baals (false spiritual alternatives)." There is a lot of "seeking" going
on in Chronicles.
The North (Israel) had the stronger
army, while the South (Judah) had the
stronger worship. The South carried the
line of David, which rested in worship, not
war. We hear the prophet's message, "Not
by might, nor by power, but by my spirit,
saith the LORD of hosts" (Zech. 4:6).
King Hezekiah reunited the people of
North and South in worship with a more
inclusive "welcome home" than that of
Ezra-Nehemiah (2 Chr. 30). Unfortunately,
the people divided again under his son,
Manasseh. Eventually Manasseh was taken
captive into Babylon. There he prayed
("The Prayer of Manasseh" is in the
Apocrypha) and humbled himself before
God. Forgiven, Manasseh returned to the
throne in Judah. Unfortunately, his son,

Amon, joined the dark side and "incurred
more and more guilt."
Hezekiah's great-grandson, Josiah,
swung the pendulum back to good. He
destroyed the "high places," chopped
down the sacred poles, and destroyed the
idols (all spiritual alternatives). Like
Solomon and Hezekiah before him,
Josiah kept the Passover of the Lord in
the Temple of the Lord and restored the
people by restoring worship.
In each cycle we remember the words of
David to Solomon: "Know the God of your
father, and serve him with single mind and
willing heart. . . . If you seek him, he will
be found by you." Yet time and time again
the kings of Judah turn their eyes upon
other powers and spiritualities.
Even so, the separation from God is never
seen as permanent. The continuing promise
lifted by the Chronicler in the midst of spiritual and metaphoric exile is that if we turn
back to God, as a people or a person, God
will forgive and redeem. "If my people who
are called by my name humble themselves,
pray, seek my face, and turn away from
their wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal
their land" (2 Chr. 7:14).

This promise, first spoken to Solomon
at the consecration of the temple, is a
life-line in the midst of every exile- spiritual, metaphorical, or physical. In spite of
human frailty and sin, the choir still
sings, "The steadfast love of the Lord
endures forever."
This is a new commentary on salvation.
Kings ends celebrating the power of a foreign king who released Jehoiachin of
Judah from prison to sit at the king's table
(still in exile); Kings shows how to survive
in exile. The book of Chronicles tells the
same history but ends, instead, celebrating
the mercy and power of God who stirred
up the Persian king Cyrus to let God's
people go home. Chronicles ends with
God, not a king, redeeming the people.
With this new understanding of the
Kingdom of God as a spiritual kingdom,
we can better hear God's voice of hope in
our own lives of exile and redemption. ll!
Chris Bow man is pastor of Oa kton Church of the Brethren
in Vienna, Va.
M ESSENGER ' S "Journey through the Word" series will provide a brief overview of a different book (or books) of the
Bi ble each month th rough December 2009. Coming in
April: Ezra and Nehemia h, by Steve Reid .

CHRONICLES: A CLOSER LOOK
When written: Written during the Persian period after the exile (about 350 BCE).
Notable stories: Saul commits suicide (1 Chr. 10); Uzzah dies trying to steady the Ark (1 Chr. 13); David's nephew kills the 12fingered giant (1 Chr. 20); David chooses his own punishment after taking Satan's advice to start a selective service registration.
After the punishment begins, God relents, and David builds an altar on the threshing floor he purchased from Oman (1 Chr.. 21);
Queen of Sheba visits Solomon (2 Chr. 9); A haphazard arrow kills the armored, disguised king of Israel (2 Chr.18); Hezekiah (2
Chr. 30) and Josiah (2 Chr. 34-35) restore worship in the temple and reunite the people in keeping the Passover.
Key verses: God promises David: "I will raise up your offspring after you, one of your own sons, and I will establish his kin gdom ... and his throne shall be established forever" (1 Chr. 17:13-14); "I will not take for the Lord what is yours, nor offer burnt
offerings that cost me nothing" (1 Chr. 21:24); "You shall not build a house to [God's] name because you have shed so much
blood in [God's] sight on the earth" (1 Chr. 22:8).
"For give me now wisdom and knowledge to go out and come in before this people" (2 Chr. 1:10); "Praise to the Lord, for he is
good, for his steadfast love endures forever" (2 Chr. 5:13); "If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray,
seek my face, and turn away from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land"
(2 Chr. 7:14); "The Lord is with you, while you are with him. If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you abandon him, he
will abandon you" (2 Chr. 15:2); "I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, like sheep without a shepherd" (2 Chr. 18:16).
Messeogec Ma~h 2006
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NEWS
Disaster Response projects close
in Louisiana, open in Mississippi
The General Board's Brethren Disaster
Response completed a Hurricane Rita
clean-up project based in Roanoke, La., on
Dec. 17 and moved a project repairing
damage from Hurricane Katrina in southern Alabama across the state line to
Mississippi.
During the two months that the project
in the Lake Charles, La., area was operating, more than 100 households received
assistance with debris, tree removal, and
roof tarping, reported Jane Yount, coordinator of Brethren Disaster Response.
Volunteers Ed and Bonnie Bryan and
Brethren Volunteer Service volunteers Jodi
Eller and Joan and Phil Taylor headed up
the effort with leadership from Roanoke
Church of the Brethren and pastor James
Balmer, and from Lake Charles Community
Church of the Brethren.
Brethren work teams have made significant progress with debris removal, roofing,
and repairs in the Citronelle, Ala., area since
mid-September. In mid-January the project
moved to Mississippi, where Brethren were
invited to assist with rebuilding and repair
projects in George County.
Two other Brethren Disaster Response
repair and rebuilding projects continue: in
Pensacola, Fla., following hurricanes Ivan
and Dennis in 2004 and 2005; and in
Belmont County, Ohio, following flooding
in early 2005.
A training for new district
disaster coordinators will be
held at the Brethren Service
Center in New Windsor, Md.,
April 24-26. "There has been
quite a turnover in district
disaster coordinators in the
last year," said Yount, who
reported that some 10 districts have new coordinators.
A conference for all district
disaster coordinators and
disaster project directors is
planned for 2007.

A Brethren Disaster Response
volunteer work crew stands with
a downed tree at a project in
West Lake, La., near Lake
Charles. The Louisiana project
closed in December.
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Leonard Stoner, district disaster
coordinator for Southern
Pennsylvania District, drives a
Bobcat carrying loads of logs cut
from a tree that was felled by
Hurricane Rita.

Committee holds first meeting
on new mission work in Haiti
The Haiti Advisory Committee for the Church
of the Brethren mission in Haiti held its first
meeting Dec. 17 at L'Eglise des Freres
Haitiens (Haitian Church of the Brethren) in
Miami, Fla. While seeking to clarify its role in
the new mission effort, the group received a
report of a fledgling Church of the Brethren
congregation in Haiti.
Those present included Ludovic St.
Fleur, pastor of L'Eglise des Freres
Haitiens; Volcy Beauplan, Jonathan
Cadette, Marc Labranche, Jean Nixon
Aubel, Wayne Sutton, Merle Crouse, Renel
Exceus, Jeff Boshart, and Merv Keeney,
executive director of Global Mission
Partnerships for the General Board.
St. Fleur shared that a "mother congregation" has been formed in the capital city
of Port au Prince. More than 100 people are
attending worship, and leadership development is under way. The church building is

located on land leased from
the government, near one of
the most dangerous parts of
the city. As there is tremendous uncertainty regarding
the stability of the government, a new location for worship is being investigated.
The greatest needs of the new congregation at this time, St. Fleur said, are for much
prayer, more Brethren printed materials to
be translated into Haitian Creole, and the
necessity of locating a new place of worship.
Jonathan Cadette of Miami First Church
of the Brethren, who worked as a lawyer in
Haiti before coming to the US, said that to
be recognized as a denomination in Haiti
the Church of the Brethren will have to
meet certain criteria, including establishment of a headquarters, formation of at
least five congregations, and initiation of a
social outreach. Work will be done toward
meeting the requirements, but the committee felt that practically speaking they do
not have any immediate impact on the
fledgling congregation.
The committee also sought to define its
role and clarify how it may support the mission effort, as well as ways to report about
the mission, and to connect the effort more
Joseph Landi

~

,

widely. The advisory committee model is an
effort to support St. Fleur and Haitian leadership who have been assigned the responsi bility for guiding the new mission effort
under Global Mission Partnerships.
The Haiti mission was approved by the
General Board in October 2004 as a "Haitianled" endeavor-a new model for the church,
according to Keeney. The proposal came to
the board from the Mission and Ministries
Planning Council following lengthy exploration with Brethren districts, congregations,
and individuals already at work in Haiti.
Former General Board mission staff Merle
Crouse, of New Covenant Church of the
Brethren in Gotha, Fla., recounted previous
Brethren involvement in Haiti and expressed
his hope that some connections will be
made with remnants of that earlier work.
Committee members will follow up on various contacts both in the US and in Haiti.
The general feeling of the meeting was

one of optimism and a desire to see the
work in Haiti grow and flourish. "We need
to keep God in first place, use our knees,
leave room for our faith to act, and remem ber that the future does not belong to us,"
Cadette said.

Brethren Press completes
Hymnal Supplement' series

1

Brethren Press has shipped Supplement 10,
"Confessing/Reconciling," the final installment of the Hymnal Supplement series.
Publication of the series began in 2001.
Previous installments provided hymns for
seasons of the church year as well as for
"Praising, Adoring," "Gathering, Sending,"

"Rituals and Ordinances," "Witnessing:
Peace and Justice," and other worship topics.
Members of the committee that guided
development of the resource are Nancy
Faus (chair), Lee-Lani Wright, Jonathan
Shively, Michelle Grimm, and Brethren
Press publisher Wendy McFadden.
At Annual Conference in July, attendees will
have an opportunity to "Sing Through the
Hymnal Supplement' at an insight session.
Supplement 10 is available from Brethren
Press for $1.50 each plus shipping and handling; or order the complete Hymnal
Supplement series, which comes unassembled with a navy blue binder that matches
Hymnal: A Worship Book, for $13.95 plus
shipping and handling. Call 800-441-3712.
Courtesy of Becky Ullom

NCC assembly addresses
torture, biotechnologies
The National Council of Churches (NCC)
General Assembly held Nov. 8-10 issued a
statement condemning torture, defended civil
liberties, and began considering a paper on
the ethics of bio-technologies, among other
business. The assembly, which also is the
representative body for Church World
Service, is an annual gathering of 300 representatives· of 35 communions and denominations representing 45 million US Christians.
Church of the Brethren representatives
were Nelda Rhodes Clarke, Jennie Ramirez,
Marianne Miller Speicher, and David
Whitten, along with general secretary Stan
Noffsinger and Merv Keeney, executive
director for the General Board's Global
Mission Partnerships. Two Brethren young
adults-Christina McPherson and Margo
Royer Miller-served as stewards, volunteering with others in behind-the-scenes
work to make the assembly possible. Becky
Ullom, director of Identity and Relations for
the General Board, served as an observer.
"In the gathering of Christians from other
communions, I feel a closeness to the spirit
of Jesus as we worship together and
address the common concerns we face as
peoples of the world," Speicher said.
Among common concerns was the US government's policy on torture of detainees. The
assembly unanimously passed a "Statement

Church of the Brethren members who attended the 2005 National Council of Churches General Assembly in
Hunt Valley, Md., included (from left) Stanley J. Noffsinger, David Whitten, Nelda Rhodes Clarke, Becky Ullom,
Jennie Ramirez, Marianne Miller Speicher, Christina McPherson, Margo Royer Miller, and Mervin Keeney.

on the Disavowal of Torture" commending
the Senate's "anti-torture provisions" in the
2006 Defense Appropriations bill.
The assembly also pledged to be "ever-vigilant" in defending civil liberties. A resolution
committed the NCC "to the monitoring of
current and potential civil and religious liberties abuses" and pledged to educate member
communions "on the importance of upholding civil and religious liberties, even and
most critically in times of national distress."
A policy statement on human bio-technologies, "Fearfully and Wonderfully
Made," received a first reading at the
assembly. Delegates will take the policy to
their communions for study and comment
and will vote on it at the 2006 assembly.
In other business, the assembly endorsed
a Special Commission for the Just
Rebuilding of the Gulf Coast; and named as
president Michael E. Livingston, executive

director of the International Council of
Community Churches, and as presidentelect Vicken Aykazian, bishop of the
Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America (Eastern) in Washington.
Noffsinger and Keeney were among 17
delegates invited to a meeting with the
Venezuelan ambassador to the US during
the assembly. The meeting was prompted by
Christian broadcaster Pat Robertson's call for
the assassination of President Hugo Chavez
of Venezuela; the NCC had sent a letter to
Venezuela saying the remarks were not representative of US churches. Chavez reportedly requested the ambassador to go to the
assembly for dialogue with US churches.
"It was encouraging to be part of a conversation that helped to heal the wounds
that words create," Noffsinger said.
More details on the assembly are available at www.ncccusa.org.
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In El Salvador, where years of civil war and political unrest have
led to instability, poverty, and displacement for many citizens,
one church is emerging as a beacon of hope to its neighbors.
Emmanuel Baptist Church, located in the small nation's capital
of San Salvador, has set up more than 30 mission points
throughout the country, seeking to help people rise above the
conditions of poverty and hunger.
A sister congregation of the Manchester Church of the
Brethren in North Manchester, Ind., Emmanuel has been awarded two grants from the Church of the Brethren General Board's
Global Food Crisis Fund during the past two years.
"This church, their commitment really is to the kingdom of
God here on earth,"
says retired
Manchester pastor
David Rogers, who has
worked closely with
the Emmanuel congregation and its pastor,
Miguel Tomas Castro,
for more than a
decade. "Their focus is
what they can do while
here on the earth to
make people's lives
better and to help
them to find some
meaning in life."
In 2003, the Global
food Crisis Fund sent a
~
~ $33,000 grant to the
~ Salvadoran church to
~ assist farmers in 10
communities, allowing
A micro-credit program in El Salvador aided
by the Global Food Crisis Fund has supported
them to purchase
farmers in growing papaya and other crops.
seeds to help them
diversify their products
and to provide training to market those products. The funds also
supported the congregation's Youth for Peace movement in La
Barca.
This past year, Emmanuel received a $20,000 grant to boost
agricultural productivity and the management of water
resources in 10 communities along the San Simon River Basin.
These funds enabled the purchase of land and laying the pipes
and installing pumps to transport water to the fields. The project
serves about 1,000 people.
Emmanuel, while committed to social justice issues, faces a
number of forces that threaten the success of these projects,
Rogers says. The government is attempting to privatize the
water supply, which could threaten access to the vital resource
among the nation's poor. Health care is inadequate, particularly
for people living in impoverished communities that have no
doctors. The public education system is poor, and many families
cannot afford tuition for a private education. And air, water, and
()
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soil pollution is widespread due to heavy industrialization without environmental regulations.
Still, Rogers says, he's amazed at the hope his Salvadoran
friends have in the midst of so much suffering. "We really gain
more than we ever give because the people are so inspiring," he
says. "They have a real sense of hope that, 'We're going to
make this place better for our children.' And they believe there's
going to be some way that they can work through these things."
Karen Doss Bowman is a freelance writer who lives in Bridgewater. Va. She is a member
of Sunrise Church of the Brethren in Harrisonbu rg .

Recent grants from the General Board's

Global Food Crisis Fund
• $20,265 for the 2006 costs for an ongoing trees, cisterns, and
stoves program in Guatemala being carried out by Church of
the Brethren mission staff
• $15,000 for start-up assistance for 15 Church of the Brethren
Foods Resource Bank growing projects in the US in 2006
• $12,000 to Zimbabwe in partnership with Heifer International
for a three-year agro-ecology project focused on reclamation,
protection, and sustainable utilization of natural resources, and
for work with communities impacted by HIV/AIDS
• $10,000 to Armenia for food security, economic, and social
development work among rural women, in partnership with
Heifer International; "pass-on" gifts benefit women in Georgia
and Azerbaijan
• $10,000 in an additional grant for continuing food security measures in West Timor in Indonesia, through Church World Service
• $8,000 in an additional grant for emergency and long-term
development work in Niger through Church World Service

This young bidder at the Brethren
Disaster Auction, sponsored by
Atlantic Northeast and Southern
Pennsylvania districts in
September 2005, was one of
many Brethren across the country who helped raised a record
amount for the Emergency
Disaster Fund last year.

General Board reports record
giving figures for past year
In preliminary year-end figures, the
Church of the Brethren General Board
reported record giving levels for 2005.
The figures come from pre-audit reports
of cumulative donations received from
Jan. 1 through Dec. 31, 2005.
Driving the record numbers were
donations of more than $3.6 million to
the Emergency Disaster Fund (EDF).
That total almost equaled donations to
the board's Core Ministries Fund, which
exceeded $3.7 million in giving received
from individuals and congregations.
"The remarkable giving to EDF has
added 2 million new dollars in giving to General
Board ministries, and that must be celebrated," said
Stan Noffsinger, general secretary of the board. It
reveals "the generosity of the Brethren," Noffsinger
said.
In 2004 the EDF received less than a million dollars, totaling $838,037. Giving to the Core Ministries
Fund was slightly higher in 2004, totaling
$3,829,879.
The EDF provides grants to support disaster relief
work carried out by Brethren Disaster Response,
Disaster Child Care, Church World Service, long-

Personnel moves
• Carol A. Berster of
Hollidaysburg, Pa., was named
president of Peter Becker
Community in Harleysville, Pa.,
effective Feb. 20. The retirement
community had been served by
an interim president since
October, when Rod Mason
resigned after serving as CEO for
19 years. Berster most recently
served as a regional CEO for PHI,
Inc., a Presbyterian system with
19 senior communities in four
states. She has been in the senior
services field since 1976.
• Jeff Boshart began Jan. 30
in the new position of director for
the General Board's Sudan
Initiative. He and his wife, Peggy,
served as economic community
development coordinators in the
Dominican Republic from 2001 to
2004 through the General Board.
In 1992-1994, and again from
1998-2000, he worked with
Educational Concern for Hunger
Organization Inc. (ECHO) in
Nigeria, and then in Haiti.

term disaster recovery
groups, and refugee
services. The Core
Ministries Fund supports
much of the work of the
board's program units
that are not self-funded,
including
Congregational Life Teams, Youth/Young Adult
Ministry, Global Mission Partnerships, and Brethren
Volunteer Service, among others.
Other funds of the General Board also fared well
in 2005 in pre-audit year-end totals: the Global Food
Crisis Fund received giving of more than $295,000
(compared to $290,820 in 2004); the Emerging
Global Mission Fund received more than $75,000
(compared to $42,788 in 2004).
A complete audited financial report for the
General Board will be available this summer with
the board's 2005 Annual Report.

Boshart is a graduate of Juniata
College in Huntingdon, Pa.,
where he received a bachelor of
science degree in biology and
environmental science. He also
holds a master's degree in international agriculture and rural
development from Cornell
University. He will work out of
the Church of the Brethren
General Offices in Elgin, Ill.
• Sue Daniel began Jan. 1 as
half-time administrative executive
of Idaho District. Daniel is a graduate of the University of La Verne
(Calif.), and recently retired as offcampus center director of Eastern
Oregon University. She has been
actively involved in the Church of
the Brethren, having served as
district moderator and in other
district and congregational positions. She will work from an
office in her home; contact her at
1816 First Avenue S., Payette, ID
83661; 208-642-1577; or
srdd24@netzero.net.
• Mary Lou Garrison, director of
Human Resources for the Church of
the Brethren General Board, has

UPCOMINGEVENTS
March 5 Brethren
Press spring curricu lum quarter begins
March 10-12 Eastern
Regional Youth
Conference,
Elizabethtown (Pa.)
College
March 11-13 General
Board meeting, New
Windsor, Md.
March 12 One Great
Hour of Sharing
offering emphasis
March 20-24 Brethren
Volunteer Service
volunteer retreat,
Newa rk, Ill.

announced her retirement effective
July 28. She began in the position,
located in Elgin, 111., on Oct. 15,
2001. A Manchester College graduate, Garrison has served in Church
of the Brethren organizations since
1982. Prior to her work with the
General Board, she was employed
by Pinecrest Community in Mount
Morris, 111., as director of Human
Resources since 1988. Garrison
achieved lifetime certification as a
Senior Professional in Human
Resources in 1994.
• Rose Ingold has resigned as
Annual Conference assistant, effective Aug. 25. Ingold has served in
the Annual Conference office since
2001. She will complete work on her
sixth Annual Conference this summer in Des Moines, Iowa, where she
will help to train her replacement
during a period of overlap. Ingold
began working for the Church of
the Brethren about 10 years ago. In
addition to Annual Conference, she
also has worked for the Training in
Ministry program and the Human
Resources and Ministry offices of
the General Board.

March 24-26
Association of
Brethren Caregivers
board meeting, Elgin,
Ill.; Bethany
Theological Seminary
board meeting,
Richmond, Ind.
March 31-April 2
Plains Regional Youth
Conference,
McPherson (Kan.)
College
March 31-April 2
Roundtable Regional
Youth Conference,
Bridgewater (Va.)
College
April 8 Deacon
Ministry Training
Event, Sebring, Fla.
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NEWS
Annual Conference moves
offices, revises guidelines
The Annual Conference Council, the executive committee for the Church of the
Brethren Annual Conference, has given
approval to move the Annual Conference
office from Elgin, 111., to New Windsor, Md.
The new office location after Aug. 31 will be
the Brethren Service Center, a property of
the Church of the Brethren General Board.
The council met Dec. 7-8, 2005, in New
Windsor and gave final approval to the
move in a conference call on Jan. 6,
Conference secretary Fred Swartz reported. In other business, the council approved
a position description for the Annual
Conference assistant, held a three-year
performance review for Conference executive director Lerry Fogle, approved updated guidelines for exhibits and literature
distribution at Annual Conference, adopted
a budget for 2006, and received reports.
Fogle said the office relocation comes as
a result of "personnel changes and efficiency of operation for the Annual Conference
office in a central location." The office's
new address on the New Windsor campus

Exhibits at Annual Conference-such as those shown
here at the 2005 Annual Conference in Peoria, 111.-will
be affected in the future by revised guidelines
approved by the Annual Conference Council.

will be announced at a future date.
The council received progress reports
from study committees and reviewed
accomplishments toward the implementation of recent Conference actions. A special task force created by the council to
evaluate reasons for declining attendance
at Annual Conferences and to submit recommendations for the promotion of
Conference is currently at work. Tracy L.
Wiser of Myersville, Md., is chairing the
task force. The council also made final
plans for posting the Church of the
Brethren's Manual of Organization and
Polity on the Annual Conference website.
Updated guidelines for exhibits and literature distribution were drafted by the
Program and Arrangements Committee
and submitted to the council for final
approval. The revised guidelines, which

Celebrate Older Adult Month
this May and recognize the older

Resources for Older Adult Month
■ Sunday school lesso n to explore the role of

empathy as a powerful healing respo nse to an

adults who are the backbone
of our church, our nation
and the world.

took effect Jan. 3, provide a more positive
statement about criteria for granting exhibit space, expectations of exhibitors, and
general issues related to literature distribution throughout Conference facilities, Fogle
said. The committee "wants to emphasize
that the guidelines contain revisions to the
existing document; they are not a total
rewrite of the original document," he said.
The August 2005 mailing of exhibitor applications for the 2006 Annual Conference contained the previous version of the guidelines.
Both that version and the revised version
were taken into consideration when applications for exhibitor status were reviewed,
Fogle said. The updated guidelines will be
made available at www.brethren.org/ac; click
on "Policies and Guidelines" under "Minutes
and Statements." Questions can be
addressed to Fogle at 800-323-8039 ext. 291
or annualconference@brethren.org; or write
the Annual Conference office, 1451 Dundee
Ave., Elgin, IL 60120.

older adult' s grappling with life's meaning a nd
the place of suffering.
■

W orship reso urces including a choral reading,
call to worship, invocation and blessing.

■ Bulletin inser t fo cusing o n issues o f phys ical,

The purpose of Older Adult
Month is to help us recognize
aging as a natural part of living,
involving life from birth to death
and to affirm the worth of persons in all stages of development
and at all functional levels.

relational and social transformatio ns, and
sp irit ual possibilities.
■ Discussion gro up lesso n plans that focus

the role of co mmunity in supporting and
ho noring older adults.
Visit the Older Adult Ministry sectio n of ABC's
website to download these reso urces. For informatio n abo ut the O lder Adult Ministry, co ntact
Scott D o uglas at (800) 323-803 9 or e-mail
sd ouglas_abc@brethren.org.

Association of

; 1 Brethren Caregivers

(800) 323-8039, wwiv.brethren-caregivers.org
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ONCAMPUS
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.)

Bridgewater has enjoyed record fund-raising success during the first six months of
the 2006 fiscal year, with more than $1 million being donated in the month of
December alone .... The famed Vienna
Boys Choir performed a sold-out concert
Feb. 6 in the Carter Center as part of the
college's 2005-2006 Lyceum series.
Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.)

David Eller, chair of Elizabethtown's
Department of Religious Studies and director of the Young Center for Anabaptist and
Pietist Studies, on Jan. 26 presented a talk
on the ritual and meaning of the love feast.
The event, held at the Young Center, was
open to the public . ... The music division of
the Department of Fine and Performing Arts
held a nine-hour Mozart Marathon Jan. 27
in honor of Mozart's 250th birthday.
Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.)

Steve Knepper, a senior from Blairs Mills,
Pa., studying English, has been selected to
receive the Davies-Jackson Scholarship in a
national competition among first-generation college students. Knepper will study
history at St. John's College at Cambridge
University in England.
University of La Verne (La Verne, Calif.)

A $236,000 grant from The Fletcher Jones
Foundation is allowing the Natural Science
Division to realize its vision of establishing a
Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) facility
on campus. Combined with previously
received private funding, the grant completes
the $811,000 needed to fund the NMR facility.
Manchester College (North Manchester, Ind.)

While violence statistically is on the decline in
the US, the nation is setting an alarming trend
in how it treats those most vulnerable: our
hungry, homeless, and uninsured families.
That's the report from Manchester researchers
in their latest National Index of Violence and
Harm. The research team, led by psychology
professor Neil J. Wollman, also includes
James Brumbaugh-Smith, associate professor
of mathematics and computer science, and
sophomore Jonathan Largent of Muncie, Ind.

M

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.)

Al Dutrow, associate professor of agriculture,
has developed a World Food Issues class
designed "to give students an awareness of
hunger and poverty in our world and the
efforts to alleviate these injustices." The class
includes a three-day service learning trip to
the Heifer International Ranch in Arkansas ....
AT&T, formerly SBC, on Jan. 26 announced a
$5,000 matching grant to McPherson. The
grant was made by the AT&T Foundation,
the philanthropic arm of the company.

YOUTHLIFE
Manchester launches new Pathways program
Students at Manchester College in North Manchester, Ind., will explore the intersection of fa ith and vocation in a transformed program energized by a three-year
$393,821 grant from Lilly Endowment Inc. The college has pledged to at least
double the amount of the grant with
a fund-raising campaign .
Pathways is a transformation of the
expiring Theological Exploration of
Vocation (TEV) service program, also
funded by a Lilly Endowment grant.
"It will give students opportunity to
ponder the question of 'Who am I?'
when connecting faith and academia,
and to share the experience with faculty, staff, and community mentors,"
said Pathways director Thelma S.
Rohrer, who is also director of international studies and academic
enrichment, and an art instructor.
Some students will embark on
Summer Service projects through
volunteer agencies. Others will join a
group abroad, tracing the heritage of
the Church of the Brethren. Still others will draw their own road maps,
~
1ii
with Imagination Grants that place
I
them in environments where they are ~
unique (in race, language, etc.) to per- ~
form a service without pay. All will
Manchester College 's new Pathways
share what they have learned with
program will provide more opportunities
the college community afterward.
like this scene in West Africa. As part of the
It starts this summer, with 10 stuTheological Explorations of Vocation
dents in service projects, followed by initiative, Sarah Reed traveled to Benin,
10 more the following summer, and
where she met artist Rene Gnouhoui, who
10 more in 2008. Over the next three
creates art from refuse in a part of the
years, 20 additional students will
world where refuse is abundant and artists
examine Brethren heritage, and nine
are scarce. Here, Reed visits with one of
will have completed Imagination
Gnouhoui's daughters.
Grants around the world.
Students are encouraged to partner with their local faith communities to
finance their exploration and to link with mentors. By the end of 2008, the program is expected to be self-sustaining.
More information about Pathways is available at www.manchester.edu.

Young Adult Conference to focus on transformation
This year's Young Adult Conference will once again take place on Memorial
Day weekend, May 26-28 at Camp Swatara near Bethel, Pa. The theme for the
weekend will be "Transformed"; it will feature leadership by Seth Hendricks,
Marlys Hershberger, Hannah Serfling, and Craig Smith, as well as the National
Young Adult Steering Committee.
Participants this year will have an option to stay an extra night to enjoy
more fellowship and retreat time with friends.
Registration for the conference is now open on the Church of the Brethren
General Board's Youth/Young Adult website (www.brethren.org/genbd/yya/).
The cost of registration before May 1 is $80, which includes housing, food,
and programming for the entire weekend.
For more information, visit the website or call the Youth/Young Adult office
at 800-323-8039, ext. 286.
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MEDIAREVIEW
Children's books colorfully cover civil rights issues

r""'J:ree important books to share with your chil-

l

_·r

~ren, grandchildren, or a Sunday School class
are the following picture-book
biographies. All three books introPHYLLIS PETER
duce important people in the civil
rights movement to a new generation of readers.
Martin's Big Words, by Doreen Rappaport, illustrated by Bryan Collier. Published by Hyperion Books
for Children, 2001.
This book won a Caldecott Honor and a Coretta Scott
King Illustrator book award, and was named the Best
Illustrated book of 2001 by the New York Times Book
Review. The striking collage and watercolor illustrations are combined with Martin
Luther King's own words in quotations.
Text interspe rsed by the author shows
how Martin Luther King Jr. grew from a
young child in a world of "Whites Only"
signs, a child who read the Bible and was
inspired to change his world. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.'s message of peace and justice is conveyed for young readers through the quotations and art.
This book is also available as an eight-minute Public
Performance rights DVD from Weston Woods, which congregations could show during a service.

The Bus Ride that Changed History, by Pamela
Duncan Edwards, illustrated by Danny Shanahan.
Published by Houghton Mifflin
TUE BUS . RIDE THAT
CHANGED HISTORY
Company, 2005.
••u hr~•
"Love, not fear, must be our guide.''
These words were spoken by Rosa Parks
and were exemplary of her life. This picture book uses cartoon illustrations and
Tht St.,J Of

a cumulative text to show how the Jim Crow laws,
"which were overturned because one woman was
brave," will inspire kids t hat one brave person can make
a difference.
For the youngest readers, this book is perfect for a
read-aloud during a children's story in Sunday morning
worship.
Rosa, by Nikki Giovanni, illustrated by Bryan
Collier. Published by Henry Holt & Co., 2005.
Author Nikki Giovanni is an African -American poet for
both children and adults, and she tells Rosa Parks' story
with poetic text conveying Rosa Parks'
inner strength . "She had not sought this
moment, but she was ready for it" is the
underlying theme. It shows how an ordinary seamstress decided at the end of a
long day to say no when asked to move
from her seat in the "neutral" section of
the bus.
This book, which won a 2006 Caldecott
Honor and t he Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award, gives
more historical detail about how the event of her arrest
grew into a whole movement. The story is dramatically
depicted via a double-page foldout of the Montgomery,
Ala., bus boycott crowds marching in Montgomery to the
Supreme Court building where the segregation laws were
finally overturned.
This book cou ld be shared with a wide audience, from
third graders to adults. It is a picture book written for chil dren, but it is inspiring to every reader. li!
Phyllis Peter is youth services librarian at Newton Public Library in Newton,
Iowa, and mother of four readers, ages 15, 12, 8, and 6. Her husband, Tim , is
pastor of Prairie City (Iowa) Church of the Brethren.

LETTERS
We are still a peace church
any seem to be judging or wondering
.vh ether the Church of the Brethren can
stil l claim to be a peace church. Two
peacemakers shared for the MESSENGER
:December 2005) how they were living out
in different ways the assumption that we
are still a peace church.
In my last two chapters in Another Way
o f Believing, I attempted to give three reaso ns and ways we still are a peace church.
At the same time, I realize there is evidence that many whom we admire and
love as brothers and sisters have problems with our Annual Conference decisi ons, including our statements of peace.
However, in reading carefully the
Brethren Newsline (www.brethren.org/
genbd/newsline), it was a spiritual experience indeed that eight of nine news stories
revealed how hundreds of Brethren are
actively involved in activities and missions
that incarnate the wish of our Lord to be
about "the things that make for peace."
I realize that Brethren also are about
other Gospel commandments, but in reading the Dec. 14 Newsline, I could not
refrain from shouting, "Indeed, we are still
a peace church!"

humanity spent a fraction on nonvio lent
programs as on wa r, amazing things could
happen.
I am troubled about the loss of life in the
Middle East, on both sides of the conflict. I
am concerned about what prompted the
attack on Sept. 11, and why people hate
our country enough to commit such a horrific act. I believe that at no other time in
human history has it been more important
to have answers than at the present.
Remember, it is the people of the nations
we should work with. Let us build programs that bring people together. Since
we did not create humankind, we have no

authority to destroy humankind.
The world is waiting for answers, so let
us have dialogue .
Gilbert Walbridge
Easton, Md.

Brethren peace voice is needed
From just a murmur, the cry for peace and
honesty has gathered momentum and
become so audible that it has swept the
nation and into the halls of Congress.
Never in my time has there been a more
receptive atmosphere for the peace movement than at this moment in history. There

;:,tfi( Pontius' Puddle
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Dale W. Brown
Elizabethtown, Pa.

End violence with dialogue
Is humanity at the place in our history
w hen we have no choice but to consider
alternatives to war? We might kill masses
and even win a reprieve when physica l
conflict is halted for a while, but hatred and
mistrust will flourish . This is not peace.
Peace is not the absence of fighting
between wars; it is in the hearts and minds
of people. War is possible because of greed,
yes, but more because of false propaganda
the leaders instill in the minds of their followers. The result is that we do not trust each
other. If the people of the nations would
learn to know each other, and find out how
much they have in common, they would be
less likely to be influenced by the leaders.
Perhaps it is unrealistic to think that all
w ar and violence can be eliminated, but
much of human behavior is learned and, if
ch anneled correctly, might be changed.
T he Church of the Brethren has opposed
w ar throughout its history, so why not go
a step further and build programs that
w ould make wars almost impossible? If

If a peace church can't,
then who can?
Together: Conversations on Being the Church is all of us in
the Church of the Brethren getting together in small groups to talk.
about being the church. We'll worship , listen, learn, pray, reflect.
For more information, visit www.togetherconversations.org
or contact your district office.
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hearing &sharing God's good news

Curriculum
Writers Wanted

Gather 'Round: Hearing and Sharing God's Good News is accepting
writer applications for its third curriculum year. A project of the
Church of the Brethren, Mennonite Church Canada, and
Mennonite Church USA, Gather 'Round will be available for
congregational use beginning this fall.
Curriculum units are designed for Preschool (ages 3-4, with tips
for 2s), Primary (grades K-2), Middler (grades 3-5), Multiage
(grades K-6, with tips for older students), Junior Youth (grades 6-8),
Youth (grades 9-12), and Parent/Caregiver.
Accepted writers will attend a writers conference October 15-19,
2006, and begin writing immediately thereafter. First quarter
materials will be due by January 13, 2007. Writers generally commit
to writing the entire curriculum year. Payment varies according to
the writing requirements for each unit.
For an application, please contact the Gather 'Round project
office at gatherround@brethren.org. Telephone: 847-742-5100. See
the website at www.gatherround.org for product samples and more
information.

Application deadline is May 31, 2006.

ross c1111ra1
Consultallon
Celeltralion
Mar 4■7, 200&
Lancaster Church of the Brethren
Lancaster, PA

Praver, Learning,
nslliD Building
For more information contact:
Duane Grady, Congregational Life Team
1-800-505-1596 dgrady_gb@brethren.org
www.brethren.org keyword: cross cultural ministries
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is an open window for the message to reach
President Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld.
This is a moment in history that should
not be missed. Certainly the three great
peace churches should stand up and be
counted for leadership in this crusade. May
we in the Church of the Brethren be proud
that we took our place as an unapologetic
peace church to face this crisis.
Clarence Mitchell
Mount Morris, Ill.

MoveOn ad was never used
In his sour letter "Liberal views are hurting church," [January 2006] Michael
Hoshour, trying mightily to link the Church
of the Brethren with the internet organization MoveOn, incorrectly states that "the
radical left group MoveOn.org . . . was
made famous for an ad it featured comparing President Bush with Hitler."
Brother Hoshour has swallowed the bait
whole which the radical right has repeated
incessantly. MoveOn sponsored a contest
inviting its members to submit ads in
protest of the Iraqi war. The ad comparing
Bush to Hitler was one of thousands sent
in and was immediately rejected by the
organization. It was never used by the
organization to promote its agenda.
To suggest that the brethren.org page's
link to an organization that promotes
peace hurts the church is, I think, another
one of those small but painful cracks in
the Body of Christ.
Edward Huber
Ambler, Pa.

Letter emphasizes need for love
A letter in the December MESSENGER by
Olden D. Mitchell appealed.
He mentioned and expressed his disapproval of efforts to keep people out of the
Church of the Brethren because of homosexuality. He also noted that .we could do
The opinions expressed in "Letters" are not necessarily
those of MESSENGER. Readers should receive them in the
same way as when differing views are expressed in faceto-face conversation.
Letters should be brief, clear, and respectful of the
opinions of others, with strong differences handled in the
spirit of Matthew 18. Preference is given to letters that
respond directly to items in MESSENGER. Anonymous letters will not be considered.
Send letters to MESSENGER, Attn: Letters, 1451 Dundee
Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or messenger@brethren.org. Please
include hometown and phone number.

LETTERS
This is a moment in
history that should not be
missed. Certainly the
three great peace
churches should stand up
and be counted for
leadership in this crusade.
May we in the Church of
the Brethren be proud
that we took our place as
an unapologetic peace
church to face this crisis.
ourselves a favor by loving the Lord our
God with all our heart and with all our soul
and with all our mind ... and loving our
neighbors as ourselves.
A better use of energy than gay-bashing
would be to work and pray for God's help
in extricating ourselves from our ugly
adventure in Iraq.
Russ Montgomery

Are you ...
E:n.e:rg:ized, y e t ~ )
~ope:ful., yet < - e ~ )
E:f:fecti:v-e, yet kd:t(,d)
F'a.:i1;h:ful., y e t ~ ?

If so, then consider a two year, retreat-based process
for deepening your leadership capacity through a focus on

Spi.ri-tu..a.1. E~ichin.e:n.--t,
Sel.:f I>isco~e-ry,
Skills EI'1ha.:n.ce:.n..e:n.--t.
Interested in knowing more?
Contact Advanced Foundations of Church Leadership
pastoralexcellence@bethanyseminary.edu
800-287-8822 ext. 1824
~----•t\ll!t~\·s t\0 ""'t ·
www.bethanyseminary.edu
~t\fo\\t1'e t"e t\ej;

~of
•.,.rt
o~et\ ne9't\t\'' •":::>
gfou~ f'I 2001
.)at\ua

Advanced Foundations, a fully funded
initiative of the Brethren Academy for
Ministerial Leadership, Bethany
Theological Seminary, and the Church of the Brethren General Board,
is supported through a generous grant from the Lilly Endowment, Inc.

Brookville, Ohio

GARDENING FOR THE

E rt~

5~11:l

and Tom Benevento

Drawing on education
d personal experience,
eather Dean and Tom
Benevento addresses both the
practical and spiritual benefits of
gardening in their book. Social
commentary, soil enrichment, global
community and children's activities
all have a place within the pages.
Lyrically written, with enchanting
line drawings, this book inspires the
reader to see the connection
between humus and humanity, soil
and soul, peonies and peace.
Order from Brethren Press
800-441-3712 or
BrethrenPress.com
Item #8534 $18.99

TRAVEL WITH TOURMAGINATION
TO EXPLORE THE WORLD
2006TOURS

EXPERIENCING ISRAEL with GLENN WITMER (April 9-19)

MOSCOW, SIBERIA and ST. PETERSBURG
(May 26 - June 9)

EXPLORING the WORLD of PAUL TURKEY and GREECE (May 25 - June 10)

ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 7-19)

SPECTACULAR SCANDINAVIA and its FJORDS
(June 15-29)

EXPERIENCING the BIBLE in ISRAEL (June 21 - July 1)

RUSSIA and UKRAINE (July 27 - August 10)

ENGLAND and SCOTLAND (June 28 · July 10)
EUROPEAN HERITAGE (July 5-20)
CANADIAN MARITIME PROVINCES (August 5-14)
SEVEN CHURCHES of REVELATION
(September 15-26)
IRELAND (September 22 - October 3)
CHINA (October 9-25)
LUTHERAN HOLY LAND TOUR (October 11-22)
INDONESIA and SINGAPORE (November 8-26)

2007TOURS
SERVICE TOUR to JAMAICA (January 13-20)

"Building bridges among Mennonites and other Christians
around the world through custom-designed travel. "

CALL 1-800-565-0451
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR
office@tourmagination.com

CHURCHES and SAFARIS in KENYA and TANZANIA
(February 11-22)

E-MAIL:

MEXICO (March 2-10)

9 Willow Street
Waterloo, ON N2J 1V6 Conodo
Reg. #1567 624

PARAGUAY SERVICE TOUR (March 22 - April 5)

WEB: www.tourmagination.com

l Oll Cothill Rood
Sellersville, PA 18960-1315
USA
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LETTERS
Healthy lifestyle is one solut ion
In his article "What Happens When the
Funds Run Dry?" [Ja nuary 2006] Wally
Landes identifies a serious fiscal problem
for Brethren homes caused by residents
with chronic illnesses outliving the funds
available t o pay for the ir medical care.
Th is prob lem potentia lly affects all of us as
we face the increasing likelihood of incapacitation due to chronic diseases such as
arthrit is, diabetes, and heart disease.
New technology, eve r-rising medical care
costs, and increasing longevity all converge
to create a health care and economic crisis
th reatening to overwhelm not only the
Brethren homes but all of us. Fortunately,
numerous studies show t hat people (even in
their 50s and 60s) who adopt hea lthy
lifestyles can push back by several years the
period in which they will be disabled, thus
greatly reducing their need fo r medical services. A healthy lifestyle includes good nutrition (lots of fruits and vegetables) regular
exercise, weight control, and not smoking.
I' m sure God expects us to be good
st ewards of the wonderful bodies he has
g iven us. One place to start looking for
help is at the Association of Brethren

Caregivers website at brethren.org. Check
out the Lighten Up Brethren program and
visit the ABC booth at Annual Conference.
David Fouts
Maysvil le, W.Va.

CORRECTION
Brian Black was inadvertently not credited for
his part in writing the article on uncompensated
care issues that appeared in the January issue of
MESSENGER. Wally Landes, the primary author,
sent the following clarification:
"Brian was responsible for drafting the latter
portion of the art icle, the section addressing
specific initiatives that the church, the homes,
and individuals might pursue in response to t he
growing crisis. Quite some time had passed
since I wrote the original text, which was first
made public as an address to the annual meeting of t he Lebanon Valley Brethren Home. That
original went t hrough many revisions, one of
which included Brian's mat erial.
"A much revised version appeared as a pamphlet distributed at an Annual Conference. When
the editor requested permission to print the original version in its ent irety, I glibly said 'Yes .' Only
after publication did I realize that the version
submitted was inclusive of Brian's contribution,
which was substantial. I'm afraid I got lost in the
various versions! While it was an honest mistake, it was also a grievous one, for which I owe
Brother Black an apology, and MESSENGER readers
a correction concerning joint authorship."

/&IIMutual Aid Association

/tW

FOR CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
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MAA
HOMES
FARMS
CHURCHES
BUSINESSES
RENTALS
COLLECTIBLE ITEMS
PERSONAL PROPERTY
Serving Brethren Since 1885
3094 Jeep Road
Abilene. KS 6 7410·6064
1·800·255•1243
email: maa@maabrethren.com
www.maabrethren.com

CLASSIFIEDADS
Apostle, District of Illinois and Wisconsin The New Church Development
Board, District of Illinois and Wisconsin, seeks an apostle to travel among the
church planters and mission points of the district to encourage t hem in their work
and to assist in the teaching of those new to the faith. The apostle will also interpret the work of the board to the existing churches and call out new church
planters . Preferred candidates will have a master of divinity degree or equivalent
experience and at least one year of association with the contemporary church
planting movement in the Church of the Brethren. This is a half-time position.
Send letter of application and current resume, or requests for more information,
to: Dennis E Metzger, Chair, New Church Development Boa rd, 1523 E. Walnut St.,
Chatham, IL 62629 217-483-4592 d-v.metzger@att.net.
Seeking elementary school principal for July 2006. Chicago Mennonite Learning
Center, a small, Christian, urban school K-8. Commitment to the vision of provid ing
quality Christian education with an Anabaptist emphasis in the ethnic and economic
diversity of the city. Responsibilities include general administration, business management, educational supervision, supervision of overall maintenance. Administrator
supervises staff of 15, coord inates volunteer services, and reports to board of directors.
Desirable qualifications: teaching and administrative experience, master's degree in
education or related field, and active membership in Mennonite or other peace church.
Send letter of appl ication and current resume to Search Committee, Ch icago
Mennonite Learning Center, 4647 West 47th Street, Chicago, IL 60632 . For further
information call Sueann VonGunten, Search Committee Chairperson, 574-8487899 or vona1ter2 @verizon .net
Connecting Families (CF) invites parents and friends of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgendered (GLBT) persons to share in our faith journeys as we support our GLBT
friends and family members. CF was begun by Brethren and Mennonite fami lies but
has grown to include persons of all faiths. Expect a confidential and supportive
weekend , Apri l 21-23, at the Antiochian Village retreat center near Ligonier, Pa . For
more information, registration materials, and costs, contact Dick and June Blauch,
717-865-4711 or junedick@paon line.com before March 15, 2006.
Join MYW Tours in contrasting lands of Iceland and Australia . On July 13-22, join
Iceland Circle Tour and learn of Europe's land of fire and ice. Enjoy glaciers, hot
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springs, geysers, waterfalls, fjords, sheep pastures and fi shing coves, a boat ride,
and hot springs soak. October 17-November 11 offers Australia & New Zealand
in Springtime. Begin with the Great Barrier Reef. Tour a ranch and join the rancher for lunch. Sydney's Opera House, harbor, and the culture of Melbourne will attract
you. On NZ South Island, see rolling pasture land, millions of sheep, and working
dogs. Cruise Milford Sound, learn of the ancient Maori culture. Itineraries available:
Box 425, Landisvi lle, PA 17538; phone: 800-296-1991; e-mail: MYW1525@aol.com

Executive Director sought for Western PA church camp who has a vision
and passion for camp ministry. A professional degree or experience in a related
fie ld is necessary. Experience in supervision and business management is required .
Grant writing experience is a plus. Send resume to Search Committee, do Camp
Harmony Inc., PO Box 158, Hooversville, PA 15936-0158, or e-mail searchcommittee@campharmony.org . Deadline is April 30, 2006.
Part-Time Pastor wanted: Looking for pastor to preach, teach, lead, visit at
Allison Prairie Church of the Brethren in rura l Lawrenceville, Illinois. Traditional,
older, smal l congregation (about 22 average). Part-time salary, four-bedroom parsonage, utilities paid, pension, insurance, nice benefit package. Second flexible job
allowed. Ava ilable currently. Inquiries: Kelly Racop, R. 3 Box 199, Lawrenceville, IL
62439, 618-928-2291
Brethren Authors Wanted. Have you authored or edited a book? If so, please
contact the Brethren Historical Library and Archives. We seek to have a copy of
every book written by a member of the Church of the Brethren, no matter what the
subject (math, science, gardening, theology, history, biography, fiction, etc.).
Address: 1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120. e-mail : kshaffer_gb@brethren .org.
Phone: 800-323-8039, ext. 294.
Christian Mini-bus Tour to England, Scotland and Wales. August 13-27.
Limited to only 10 passengers. Driven and escorted by CoB pastors John and Linda
Stoner, professional travel agents for 19 years. Flights arranged from all major gateway cities. Full breakfast and dinners included each touring day. All attractions included in the price. This year's tour includes a stay in a Welsh castle! Devotional time each
day. 877-456-8769, or visit www.smallgrouptours.com. A few seats remain .

TURNING POINTS
Please send information to be included in Turning Points to Jean
Clements, 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin,
IL 60120; 800-323-8039 ext. 206;
jclements_gb@brethren.org. Information must be complete in order to
be published. Information older than
one year cannot be published.

New Members
Beaverton, Mich.: Rick Painter,
Leta Painter, Louann Onweller,
Lois Glasscock, Jeanne Carrier
Cabool, Mo .: Paul Landman,
Marti Landman, Karen Ice,
Cindy Sanders
Copper Hill, Va.: Linda Kay
Stanley, Dale Conner, Jennifer
DeHart, Elizabeth Thompson,
Amanda Michelle Akers, Linda
Garner Saunders, Christen
Marie Garner, Matthew Lee
Beckner, Kristina Kay Beckner,
Jason Andrew Beckner, David
Wayne Ingram , Jr. , Sean
Michael Edgell, Shane Thomas
Edgell, Zachery Turman
Dayton, Va.: Aaron Good,
Stephanie Good, Amber
Cropper, Larry Wittig
Dupont, Ohio: David Rodman,
Roxanne Rodman
Elm Street, Lima, Ohio: Steven
Collar, Zackery Collar, Darrell
Johnson, Vikki Johnson
Empire, Cali f.: Nathasha Towe,
Melissa Purtlebaugh, Molly
Arellano, Candice Arellano, Alex
Arellano, Enrique Arellano, Don
Wyatt, Susan Wyatt, Sarah
Wyatt, Louie Petros, Eileene
Petros, Dwain Keller, Dorothy
Keller
Freeport, 111.: Betty Thill, Wesley
Th ill, Judy Ko rt, Kim Kort,
Jenny Kort
Hollins Road, Roanoke, Va.: Alex
Cramer, Gay Early, Shirley
Marsico, Rodney Stinnett, Betty
Stinnett, Carrie Poff
Lakewood, Millbury, Ohio: Shirley
Kozsey, Eleanor Painter, Jamie
Deitemyer, Emily Philo, Katie
Philo, Karen Swartz, Max
Thacker
Mechanic Grove, Quarryville, Pa .:
Moses Beiler, Glenn Carter,
Rita Carter, Barbara Kreider,
Tara B. Welch , Michael Welch,
Alice Rolen, Charles Roten,
Nathan Roten
Midway, Lebanon, Pa .: Josh
Kirkwood, Austin Kirkwood,
Brooke Frazier, Megan Arnold,
Colton Wasson, Steven Patches,
Chucky Yost, Aliexis Loy, James
McKinney, Sr., James
McKinney, III, Joshua
McKinney, Clifford Bennetch,
Jared Balsbaugh, Ruthanna
Eichelberger, Charles !lyes, Jane
!lyes, Elizabeth llyes, Drew
Haller, Jennifer Schell , John
Devine, Betty D evine, Greg
Armstrong, Mike Armstrong,
Eric Hoover, Vickie Hoover,
Jason Wolfe, Erin Wolfe, Todd
Balsbaugh, Nicole Balsbaugh,
Lynn Bressler, George Heisey,
Dolores Heisey, Alfred

Donmoyer
Mill Creek, Tryon, N.C .: Jeff
Arrowood, Kerry Arrowood,
Trevor Arrowood, Dale Owens,
Wendi Owens, Bill Sowers
Pittsburgh, Pa.: Aaron Comport,
Gail Comport
Plymouth , Ind.: Mason McIntyre,
Lindsey Mcfntyrc, Kevin Boyer,
Ruth Boyer, John Rogers,
Robert Carmichael, Nancy
Carmichael, Georgia Schneider,
Rich Stauffer, Julie Stauffer
Ridge, Shippensburg, Pa. : Darryl
Mowery, Barbara Mowery, Kyle
Mowery, Eric Kobus, Sr.,
M ichelle Kobus
Union, Plymo uth, Ind .: Matthew
Middaugh

Wedding
Anniversaries
Baum, Lester and Eleanor,
Urbana, O hio, 50
Clement, George and Bernice,
Roanoke, Va., 55
Evans, James and Agnes,
Moorefield, W.Va. , 60
Guyer, Chester and Evelyn,
Woodbury, Pa. , 65
Kline, Jack and Louise, Trotwood,
Ohio, 60
Santucci, Paul and Jean,
Mammoth, Pa ., SO

Deaths
Andes, Dorothy, 89, Ephrata, Pa.,
Oct. 8
Arnold, Arlyn S., 75, Petersburg,
W.Va., Dec. 16
Atkins, Faye June, 62, Roanoke,
Va. , Nov. 29
Bare, Elizabeth, 86, Ephrata, Pa.,
Oct. 23
Baxter, Sara Anna Wampler, 88,
Moun t Solon, Va., Oct. 29
Bean, Alice Elizabeth , 88, Baker,
W.Ya., Dec. 2
Blankenship, Minnie, 85,
Roanoke, Ya., Oct. 7
Bryant, Will iam Bernard, 58,
Roanoke, Ya., Sept. 6
Cakerice, Karen, 63 , Grundy
Center, Iowa, Nov. 21
Coffman, Joh n Kelly, 11 ,
Bridgewater, Ya., Oct. 27
Collier, Olive H. , 83 , Mulliken,
Mich., Dec. 13
Cornelisse, Grace Lois, 98, Troy,
Oh io, Dec. 8
Crider, Edie Whetzel, 90,
Moorefield, W.Ya. , Nov. 9
Criste, Marshall G. 98, G riffin ,
Ga., Nov. 2
Curry, Myrl Grogg, 9 1, Dayton,
Va., Dec. 11
Dellinger, Galen Joseph, Sr., 84,
Mount Jackson, Va ., Nov. 22
Dillon, Betty A., 75, Roanoke, Va.,
Oct. 22
Dove, Judy Ann, 47 , Broadway,
Va. , Nov. 3
Elliott, Nancyellen, 70, Goshen,
Ind ., Dec. 2
Enberg, Barbara, 84, La Verne,
Calif. , Dec . 2 1
Evel, Merle W., 6 7, Medina, Ohio,
Dec. 24

Fogle, Sen ia Lee, 95, Lost River,
W.Va., Oct. 26
Gall, Cherie, 72 , Milford, Ind .,
Dec. 11
Garber, W. B., 83, Timberville,
Ya., Dec. 14
Geiser!, Ellen Maurine, 83,
Harrisonburg, Va., Dec. 14
Golliday, Robert William , 53,
Basye, Va., Oct. 26
Green, Madelon V Baker, 91,
Boonsboro, Md ., Nov. 21
Groff, Forrest, 91, Springfield,
Ore., Dec. 31
Halterman, Austin Ford, 86,
Mathias, W.Ya., Nov. 30
Halterman, Rita Mae, 78, Linville,
Va. , Nov. 16
Hambleton, Esther Ruth, 8 1,
Petersburg, W.Va., Dec. 12
Hart, Charles, 87, Troy, Ohio,
Aug. 2
Hartman, Melva, 90, Reading, Pa.,
Sept. 23
Hawthorne, LeRoy M., 86,
Lancaster, Pa. , Dec. 15
Heatwole, Paul Wilson, 65,
Harrisonburg, Va. , Nov. 14
Heckert, Clinton I., 93 , Mount
Morris, Ill ., Jan. 3
Helmick, Mary Catherine, 74,
Harrisonburg, Va., Dec. 21
Herring, Evelyn Ruth Williams,
80, Penn Laird, Va. , Nov. 19
Hess, Erdean Virginia, 95,
Bridgewater, Va ., Nov. 26
Higgs, Hazel Marie Spitzer, 90,
Harrisonburg, Va., Nov. 12
Hoffer, Clarence, 79, Hershey,
Pa ., Dec. 19
Hottinger, Betty Jean, 61 ,
Harrisonburg, Va., Dec. 11
Howard, Stella Alberta, 95,
Johnstown , Pa., Dec. 2
Hurst, Martha, 82, Palmyra, Pa .,
Nov. 19
Judy, Aldah Cordelia Lambert, 85,
Upper Tract, W.Va., Dec. 4
Juillerat, Virgil, 93, Huntington,
Ind., Dec. 19
Kanode, Hugh Eugene, 75,
Roanoke, Va. , Sept. 25
Kemery, Kathryn Nan, 9 l,
Reading, Pa. , Sept. 29
Kilhefner, Harry, 91, Lititz, Pa.,
July 28
Koester, Jane, 57, Mount Morris,
Ill ., Dec. 23
Koon, James T., 89, Johnstown ,
Pa., Dec. 26
Kuykendall, Kathleen G ., 84,
Moorefield, W.Ya., D ec. 26
Markley, Madge, 99, Goshen,
Ind. , Dec . 11
Matheny, Ellis L., Sr. , 9 1,
Harrisonburg, Ya ., Nov. 25
McDowell, Pearl Esther Cosner, 84,
Mount Storm, W.Va. , Dec. 23
McKellip, Lewis, 71 , Nampa,
Idaho, Dec. 16
McMullen , Irene Lambert, 82,
Harrisonburg, Va., Nov. 9
Miller, Eva Lena, 85 , Bridgewater,
Va., Dec. 22
Miller, Herman Benjamin, 94,
Bridgewater, Ya ., Dec. 11
Miller, Sylvia Elizabeth, 80,
Dayton, Va. , Dec. 20
Mull, Viola , 86, Lancaster, Pa .,
July 22
Noble, Isabell, 78, Mount Morris,

Ill ., Oct. 31
Nutter, Mary Virginia, 86,
Mathias, W. Va ., Dec . 4
Oldham, Ethel A., 90, Johnstown ,
Pa., Dec. 15
Overton, Leo E., 75, Roanoke,
Va., Nov. 11
Patterson, Dorothy, 87, Hatboro,
Pa. , Dec. 13
Rhodes , Hettie Turner, 94,
Timberville, Ya ., Nov. 27
Ritchie, Truman, 83, Criders, Va. ,
Nov. 8
Robertson , H arold K., 91 ,
Palmyra, Pa., Dec. 19
Rohrbach, Frances Sandy, 79,
Reading, Pa. , Dec . 5
Royer, H elen, 89, Troy, Ohio,
Sept. 4
Ruby, Roxie Lee, 69, Edinburg,
Va ., Dec. 13
Shank, Harry Wilson, 89 ,
Bridgewater, Ya., Dec. 19
Shelly, Galen, 87, Manheim, Pa .,
Dec. 30
Sherbine, Wayne, 6 7, Johnstown,
Pa., Dec. 7
Simmers, Blanche Rebecca
McAllister, 89, Simmers Valley,
Ya., Nov. 10
Sions, Dave, 78, Moorefield,
W.Ya. , Jan . 4
Sites, Goldie, 8 1, Petersburg,
W.Va. , Dec. 26
Slagle, Robert, 83, Johnstown, Pa.,
Jan. 4
Smith, Kenneth Paul, 64,
Rileyville, Va., Nov. 27
Strycker, Marion, 89, Goshen,
Ind ., Dec. 16
Terry, Lois Shiflet, 86, Mount
Crawford, Va., Dec. 18
Thompson, Mabel Ferne Hunter,
85, Centerville, Va. , Nov. 24
Townsley, Dorothy, 83, Lancaster,
Pa ., Dec . I
Troutman, Warren, 100, Reading,
Pa ., June 26
Warner, Evelyn E. Frey, 77,
Chambersburg, Pa., Nov. 4
Weaver, Mary, 93 , Lebanon, Pa .,
Dec. 11
Weber, John, 46, Troy, Ohio, July
22
Wilson, Edna Halterman, 90,
Mathias, W.Va., Oct. 27
Wine, Mary Cupp, 91 , Mount
Sidney, Ya. , Nov. l
Wise, Lyle, 83, Tucson, Ariz. , Dec.
16
Zirkle, Janet Wampler, 87,
H arrisonbu rg, Va., Nov. 10

Licensings
Bucher, Rachel, A.ti. N.E. Dist.
(Mount Wilson, Lebanon, Pa.),
Oct. 2
Correll, Joseph, N. Ind. Dist.
(New Paris, Ind.), Dec. 4
Dougherty, Clark A., S. Pa . Dist.
(Yorkana, York, Pa.) , Oct. 23
Garner, Paul L., Jr., S . Pa. Dist.
(Yorkana, York, Pa.), Oct. 23
Godfrey, Benjamin, N. Ind. Dist.
(New Paris, Ind .), Dec. 4
Kent, James D. , Mid -At!. Dist.
(Welsh Run, Mercersburg, Pa.) ,
D ec. 11
Knickrehm, Valerie, N. Ind. Dist.
(Goshen City, Goshen, Ind.),

Dec. 4
Lilly, Edward R. , Virlina Dist.
(Duncans Chapel, Will is, Va.) ,
Feb. 2 7, 2005
Poling, Travis, S/ C Ind . Dist.
(Manchester, North
Manchester, Ind.) , July 24
Upole, Lisa, W. Marva Dist. (Bear
Creek, Accident, Md .), Dec. 11

Ordinations
Bach, Ann M., S/ C Ind. Dist.
(Nettle Creek, Hagerstown,
Ind.), Aug. 7
Clapper, Steven, Atl. N .E. Dist.
(Lewiston, Maine), June 6
Gunn, Jody E., Mid -At!. Di st.
(Peach Blossom, Easton, Md.),
Nov. 19
Kinsey, Chad, A.ti. N.E. Dist.
(Mohrsville, Pa.), Dec. 11
Riege, Mark, N . Ind. Dist.
(Camp Creek, Etna Green,
Ind .), Dec. 11
Sales, Jerry M. , 111./Wis. Dist.
(Franklin Grove, Ill.), Dec. 11
Ulm, David, At!. N.E. Dist.
(Mount Z ion Road, Lebanon,
Pa.), July 3 1

Placements
Bowser, Mark, from pastor, Cedar
Grove, Brandywine, W.Va. , to
pastor, Pine Grove,
Harrisonburg, Va ., Jan. I
Brown, Joseph E. , pastor,
Journey's Way, Fairhope, Pa .,
Oct. 22
Gaier, Kay, pastor, Wabash, Ind.,
Jan. 2
Gallimore, Michael L., pastor,
Boones Chapel (Snow Creek) ,
Rocky Mount, Ya., Jan . 1
Hawk, Kristine K., pastor or visitation, Springfield, Akron,
Ohio, Jan., 1
Hoffman, Richard, pastor, Long
Run, Lehighton, Pa., Jan . 1
Hostetler, Bruce, from pastor,
Roann, Ind. , to pastor, Harvest
Fellowship, Wabash, Ind., Nov. 6
Matthews, Donald 0., pastor, Pinc
Grove, Oakland, Md., Jan. I
Mosorjak, Gary N ., from interim
to pastor, Woodberry,
Baltimore, Md. , Jan. I
Moss, Mark L., pastor, Welty,
Smithsburg, Md., Jan. I
Naill, Janet, pastor, Faithful
Servants, Frederick, Md ., Oct. 8
Shoemaker, Ernest B., from pastor, Forest Chapel, Crimora,
Va ., to pastor, Poages Mill,
Roanoke, Va ., Jan'. I
Short, Randall S ., pastor of wo rship and congregational li fe,
Lick Creek, Brya n, Ohio, Jan. 1
Sifrit, Robert L. , team pastor,
Monitor, McPherson, Kan.,
Dec. I
Sparks, Craig, co-pastor, United
Christian Church, Columbia,
Md., July 1
Tanner, Timothy, Christian education director, children 's ministries, Lancaster, Pa., Jan. 1
Thomas, Joe M., from pastor to
minister of outreach, Eagle
Creek, Forest, Ohio, Jan. 2
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EDITORIAL

A tale of two sites
"It was the best of times, it was the worst of
times." So begins Charles Dickens' classic A Tale

for any business. Health insurance and other personnel costs, maintenance and utilities, travel, and other
expenses are all increasing. Budgets are tight. Since
this business is also a church, however, finances play
second fiddle to being faithful stewards and following
God's will.
I've heard church planters say that the biggest danger for a new and growing congregation is purchasing
property, because suddenly sustaining that physical
building becomes a major focus and a limitation on
the budget. Another pastor I know said he would love
to take a sledgehammer to a lot of sanctuaries,
because he feels the design of pews in neat rows
inhibits free and joyful worship.
That's really the bottom line. If and when our properties, our physical spaces, hold us back from fully being
who God is calling us to be, then we have failed to
keep our eyes on the prize.
An illustration of this may come from the world of
crabs (the actual ones, not unhappy churchgoers). At
an aquarium exhibit in Chicago this past year, an educational piece noted: "The exoskeleton [a crab's hard,
outer shell) rebuilds itself many times during a crab's

of Two Cities. Anyone who has been a part of a major
decision in the life of a church can resonate with that
phrase. It's both wonderful-moving in faith to see
where God's Spirit is leading-and terrifying, as it
involves facing the unknown and the potential of that
"c-" word, change.
Such a moment is before our denomination now.
Over the past year, a committee
has been studying the stewardship of the Church of the
Brethren General Board's two
main properties. In Dickens' book,
the settings were London and
Paris. For Brethren, it's Elgin, 111.,
and New Windsor, Md.
The committee is due to bring
its evaluation and recommendations to this month's board meeting in New Windsor. Will the status quo be maintained, perhaps
finding new tenants at both sites to generate more revenue? Will the Brethren offices
and when our properties, our physical
be consolidated into one properspaces, hold us back from fully being who
ty, either Elgin or New Windsor?
Would a completely different site
God is calling us to be, then we have failed to
where the General Board isn't a
keep our eyes on the prize.
property owner and landlord be
more efficient? What about the staff who work from
life. For a crab to grow, it must molt, or literally climb
their homes in other locations? Is more time needed to
out of its old casing, then swell up with water to
decide?
stretch its new skin, which hardens into a larger
Guessing at the answer to those questions has been
exoskeleton."
a major source of buzzing along the Brethren
Without molting, the crab's growth is curtailed.
grapevine over the past months. Employees wonder
Molting has its dangers, too, as crabs are vulnerable
where their job will be down the road . Eastern
for a time after shedding their shell. Change and vulBrethren mull having the denominational center more
nerability often go hand-in-hand.
easily accessible. Western Brethren ponder being furIs this the time for the Church of the Brethren to do
ther isolated geographically. Congregations near the
some molting? That answer lies with God. The best
various sites consider the possibility of losing, or gainthing we can do is pray. And, whatever the commiting, active members.
tee's recommendations, to trust that those whom we
Both sites have positives, as well as negatives. Each
have called to board leadership will faithfully live out
carries varying degrees of sentimental attraction
their call of discernment.
springing from a rich denominational history. As a letBrethren do not bow down to face either Elgin or
ter to The Church Herald of the Reformed Church of
New Windsor for daily prayers. We simply turn our
America said last year, reflecting on an announced
faces to Jesus Christ, trying our best to continue doing
shift in that denomination, "Moves of executive offices
his calling for the world today. Hopefully, whatever the
are never without emotional impact."
outcome, it will be a far, far better thing than we have
Finances will figure into the decision, as they must
ever done before.-Ed. li!

If

I

COMING NEXT MONTH: Ecclesiology-being the church, charting a new course for
Annual Conference, Bible study on Ezra and Nehemiah, book review, and more.
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Where ·s your education

leading you?
Find your direction at a

u

Bridgewater College

Juniata College

Manchester College

Bethany Theological Seminary

Bridgewater, Virginia

Huntingdon, Pennsylvania

North Manchester, Indiana

Richmond, Indiana

Elizabethtown College

University of La Verne

McPherson College

Brethren Colleges Abroad

Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania

la Verne, California

McPherson, Kansas

Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania

Discover liow others·
have charted
the course for their future
at a Brethren college.
Request a copy uf our viewbook
"Leading the Way at
0

You Walked With Us
and our lives are changed
I was hungry.. .

My home was destroyed ...

I was scared ...

and you
gave me food

and you
gave me shelter

and you
gave me comfort

Meulaboh, Indonesia - In a work
for food program, residents use the rubble
left by the tsunami to build walkways in the
muddy remains of their town.

Citronelle, Alabama - Brethren
volunteers were quick to repair this home
damaged by Hurricane Katrina.

H urricane Response - A gentle hug
and lots oflove fro m Disaster Child C are
volunteers comforted many children
impacted by the hurricanes.

Photo by Jerry Painther

Photo by Roy Winter

Photo by Patricia Henry

Thank you!
Emergency Response/Service Ministries
A ministry of encouragement, restoration and service in a broken world.
Your continued support is needed:
Emergency Disaster Fund
Church of the Brethren General Board
1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin, IL 60120
800-451-4407 or www.brethrendisasterresponse.org

