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If :cu,e do not Da .. ss on the message of Chri"' 1an 
peacemaking t.1rtuture generations, who will? 

Military recruiters have free access to most U.S. high schools. 
~,-··\·· .-··' 

On Earth 
Peace · 

If/ill you g~to job fairs and' lunch rooms, helping youth find alternative 
employmertVand education? 

. F:very high school student's contact information is entered i nto a military 
. ' . · · recruitment database. Students can choose to opt out of this recruitment 

tool, but most students are not aware that they have a choice. 

. • . · Matt Guynn < 

Peace Witness Coordinator 
. ' } 65~962~6234 · 

If/ill you let students and parents know they can opt out? 

www.onearthpeace.org/CounterRecruitment.html 
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Bruce Hood/ foods Resource Bank 

8 I was hungry and ... 

ONTHECOVER 
According to a popular camp song, 

"What the world needs now is beans, 

and rice, and pizza." Something the 

world doesn't need, it goes on to say, is 

"empty bowls and hunger." Statistics, 

however, point to poverty and hunger as 

growing problems, in the US and inter

nationally. MESSENGER this month invites 

Brethren to consider the situation more 

deeply. As Dorothy Day once wrote, "We 

need always to be thinking and writing 

about poverty, for if we are not among 

its victims its reality fades from us. We 

must talk about poverty because people 

insulated by their own comfort lose 

sight of it." The cover photo was taken 

by Paul Jeffrey in Angola for Church 

World Service/ACT. 

A collection of stories examines pressing issues of global hunger and poverty, and the response of the denomi

nation and others. Features look at the work of Foods Resource Bank (p. 8) and the General Board's Global Food 

Crisis Fund (p. 12), while Alice Martin-Adkins provides a theological reflection on hunger issues (p. 14). A 

roundup of hunger initiatives (p. 14) gives some glimpses into other steps being taken to address what can 

seem an overwhelming task. How do we empower "the least of these" today? 

16 Making room: The art of hospitality 
Jim Benedict has experienced "fake" hospitality, and he doesn't like it. "Genuine hospitality," on the other 

hand, "is a rare and precious thing," he says-and "a spiritual thing." How can the church offer the real McCoy? 

18 1 Chronicles: History viewed through worship 
The book of 1 Chronicles begins to add another layer to the history of the Hebrew people. The Chronicler looks 

back on the people's written history and works at filling in the blanks-or at least emphasizing some pieces pre

viously omitted. Driving the writer's work is a new lens: the act of worship. 
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FROM THE PUBLISHER 

M any years ago I fielded a frustrating call from a newspaper intern 
who had been assigned the task of writing about the Church of 

the Brethren . She seemed to be ignorant of everything that would have made her able 

W ENDY McFADDEN 
Publisher 

to write such a story, and I feared that she would actually write 
one. She had never heard of communion, for example, making it 
hard for me to describe the significance of Brethren love feast. 

When, in an aside, I mentioned that our church had a rural 
heritage, she clumsily deduced, "So, you're all farmers?" 

Well, of course not. I sure know I'm not one. In fact, if 
there's anything that reminds me that I'm a transplant into the 
Church of the Brethren, it's that I don't have an agricultural bone 
in my body. I didn't grow up on a farm, and I've never longed to 
live on one. The closest I get to the farm is when I buy produce at 
the local farmer's market. I don't garden, partly because Annual 
Conference always fall s in the middle of weeding season and 

mostly because I never get around to it. I do, at least, have four resilient houseplants. 
Fortunately, the friendly and inclusive Church of the Brethren welcomes even a sub

urban, agriculturally challenged person like me. In fact, now there is a project that brings 
together rural and urban Brethren in a common purpose-farming to help feed the 
world. The Foods Resource Bank (seep. 8) says that everyone can "FARM": Focus on 
those who are hungry. Advocate for the hungry. Realize God-given talents by serving 
others. Make a contribution, in time, land, or money. 

In other words, we can harvest soybeans and we can also be alarmed by a federal 
budget that cuts billions of dollars from programs for the poor, particularly in a time 
when we have added billions for military spending. 

In a recent radio interview, two Christian leaders discussed the newly approved 
budget. One was sharply critical, calling the approval a shift from need to greed. The 
other said Christians should confine their actions to charitable activities. One of his rea-
sons: The budget is too complicated for us to understand. 

There may be defensible reasons not to express an opinion about the priorities estab
lished in a federal budget, but it's a shoddy excuse to say that the issues are too compli
cated to bother with. 

Rather, may those of us who are full three times a day be courageous enough to 
pray for a certain complicated kind of hunger: 

God bless to us our bread, 
and give bread to all those who are hungry, 
and hunger for justice to those who are fed; 
God bless to us our bread. 
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INTOUCH 
AROUND THE DENOMINATION 
Updates and highlights from the Church of the Brethren districts 

Atlantic Northeast: The district's spiritual 
renewal team has launched a "call to prayer 
for every district" this year, working around 
the denomination via a weekly calendar .... 
Tim Tanner has been called as the new 
director of youth and young adults. 

Atlantic Southeast: An annual Bethany 
Theological Seminary reception for Florida 
alumni was held Jan. 10 in Sebring . It 
included Bethany updates and fellowship 
around a smorgasbord meal. 

Idaho: Sue Daniel began Jan. 1 as half-time 
district administrator. Daniel, recently retired 
from the staff of Eastern Oregon University, 
will work from her home in Payette, Idaho. 

Illinois/Wisconsin: Chicago-area pastors 
composed a peace statement based on 
Annual Conference's "Call to Be a Living 
Peace Church" for this year's joint Advent 
service. It urged "members and congrega
tions to deepen their commitment and wit
ness to the Author of Life and Peace." 

Michigan: A Level 1 Disaster Child Care vol
unteer training workshop is being held Feb. 
17-18 at Beaverton Church of the Brethren. 

Mid-Atlantic: District youth are being 
invited to a "sport-a-thon" at Manassas 
(Va.) Church of the Brethren Feb. 24-25, 
with the option of using the event as a 
National Youth Conference fundraiser. 

Middle Pennsylvania: On Earth Peace 
staff led this year's senior high retreat at 
Camp Blue Diamond, with a "Focus on 
WDJD: What Did Jesus Do?" Jan. 20-22. 

Missouri/Arkansas: New Beginnings 
Church of the Brethren of Warrensburg, 
Mo., voted on Nov. 20 to change its name 
to Warrensburg Church of the Brethren. 

Northern Indiana: Frank Ramirez and 
Lee Krahenbuhl will lead this year's 
Indiana Men's Retreat, March 31-April 1 at 
Camp Mack in Milford, Ind. The theme will 
focus on Brethren heritage. 

Northern Ohio: A pastors' workshop was 
held Jan. 18 at the district office with fel
lowship, lunch, and a chance to discuss 
current ministry tools and topics. 

Northern Plains: Photos of district con
gregations are being gathered to use as 
backgrounds for announcement slides at 
this summer's Annual Conference, which 
will be held in Des Moines. 

Oregon/Washington: The Columbia
Lakewood Community affiliated congrega
tion in Seattle held a celebration after wor
ship in October to mark more than a 
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Manchester College president Jo Young Switzer on Dec. 8 hand-delivered a $10,000 

check to North Manchester (Ind.) Fire Chief Dan Renz-the first payment on the school's com

mitment to help finance a new $318,000 pumper truck for the North Manchester Fire 

Department. The College is collaborating with the Ttmbercrest and Peabody retirement com

munities to support the fire department in the purchase. Above, Switzer and Renz stand by 

an aerial truck the college also helped purchase. 

decade since two congregations merged to 
form the current group. 

Pacific Southwest: Church of the 
Brethren agency staff Chris and Scott 
Douglas will lead this year's pastor-spouse 
retreat Feb. 10-12 in San Diego. The theme 
is "Re-create." 

Shenandoah: The Valley Brethren-Menno
nite Heritage Center and Valley Research 
Associates have announced the publication 
of Volume Ill of the Civil War series, 
Unionists and the Civil War Experience in 
the Shenandoah Valley. It's the third vol
ume in a projected seven-volume history. 

South/Central Indiana: A course on "The 
Brethren Heritage," taught by Ken Rogers, 
is being offered at Manchester College in 
North Manchester weekly beginning Feb. 7. 

Southeastern: A district young adult 
retreat was planned for Jan.13-15 at Camp 
Placid near Blountville, Tenn., with Eric 
Kabler speaking on the theme "Does God 
Care About Money?" 

Southern Ohio: Association of Brethren 
Caregivers executive director Kathy Reid 
led a workshop for deacons and caregivers 
Jan. 14 at Lower Miami Church of the 
Brethren in Dayton. 

Southern Pennsylvania: The Chambers
burg (Pa.) congregation plans to hold a 
chicken and waffle dinner Feb. 18 to benefit 
the district's annual meat canning project. 

Southern Plains: "Wheat Festival Sunday" 
at the Antelope Valley congregation (Billings, 
Okla.) this fall included music, a carry-in din
ner, and a "best-used farm truck" contest. 

Virlina: General secretary Stan Noffsinger 
visited in early January, preaching at serv
ices at Roanoke Central and Burks Fork 
and leading a sharing time at Troutville's 
New Bethel meeting point. 

West Marva: A forum on "Four Christian 
Views Regarding War" will be held Feb. 18 
at Keyser (W.Va.) Church of the .Brethren. 
Three pastors and district executive Steve 
Abe will present. 

Western Pennsylvania: The district 
office on Feb. 25 will host a "Brunch 'n 
Browse" for Christian education staff, 
teachers, and others interested to look 
through Vacation Bible School materials. 

Western Plains: Jennifer Anderson, a 
member of Antelope Park Church of the 
Brethren in Lincoln, Neb., has been called 
as minister of youth for the district. She 
began Nov. 15. 
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INTOUCH 

'Dunkard Valley Live• offers 
a musical smorgasbord 

~ 
Several hundred people gathered at 0 

the Codorus Church of the Brethren 
softball field in Loganville, Pa., Aug. 6-
7 for a Dunkard Valley Live festival that 
featured a variety of Christian music 
and three speakers, along with plenty 
of ice cream and other food. 

The event included 19 musical acts 
with diverse backgrounds and sounds: 
quartets, solos, instrumentalists, and 
vocalists, all the way up to band of 
about 25 people, doing bluegrass, 
Southern gospel, contemporary, praise 
and worship, hymns, and just about 
any other genre of music. 

Speakers were Andy Hartman of 
nearby New Fairview Church of the 
Brethren, Jeff Barkdoll of Bethany 
United Methodist in Red Lion, Pa., and 

A large group of volunteers from Codorus Church of the Brethren puts together the now
annual Dunkard Valley Live celebration. 

MESSENGER editor Walt Wiltschek, a for
mer Codorus member. 

The church plans to hold the now
annual event, put together by a large 
group of volunteers and fund-raising 
efforts, during the first weekend of 
August again this year.-Jeff Goodling 

Paul Weber, a project manager 
for Eichelberger's Well Drilling 
Service in Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
rode more than 100 miles in one 
day in honor of his wife. 

Pair of big events draw 
attention to San Diego 

San Diego First Church of the Brethren 
enjoyed two big events recently. The 
San Diego Union Tribune in November 
did a major article on the Friends 
Center, an environmentally sustainable 
straw-bale building being constructed 
on the church's property in collabora
tion with three other groups (details 
are at www.sandiegofriendscenter.org). 

Also in November, Cindy Sheehan, 
mother of late US Army Specialist 
Casey Sheehan, spoke at the church. 
Sheehan received national attention in 

Pennsylvania cyclist rides like a champion 

As Barb and Paul Weber step into the MS Bike Tour winner's circle in 
Tempe, Ariz., in mid-February, they will have traveled many miles and 
touched many lives on their journey to reach that destination. 

The Webers, with diverse religious backgrounds, came to Huntsdale 
Church of the Brethren (Carlisle, Pa.) one Sunday morning in the mid-
1990s with their son's Boy Scout troop on Scout Sunday. They immediate
ly felt at home and returned to make the congregation their church home. 
Barb now teaches the kindergarten-to-3rd-grade class in the Wednesday 
Family Night program, and Paul serves on the stewards commission. 

Barb, the mother of three boys, was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis 
shortly before the birth of her oldest son in 1989. Since 2003 she has 
relied on a motorized wheelchair to assist in her mobility. ~aul, mean
while, was hospitalized for knee surgery in 2004. As he recovered, he 
began riding a bicycle to strengthen his knee. He decided then that he 
wanted to ride in the Central Pennsylvania 100-mile MS Bike Tour. 

After earnest training and fundraising-he raised $8,721, including 
more than $2,500 from the Huntsdale congregation-Paul rode 104 
miles on July 16, mostly in pouring rain, wearing a work shirt and 
jeans. He was the second-highest individual fund-raiser for the event, 
earning the trip to the Tour of Champions celebration in Arizona. 

Shortly after the race, a friend stopped by the local bike shop, where 
the owner asked, "Hey, did you hear about this guy who rode more 
than 100 miles in one day in a pair of long pants and a collared shirt? 
Some people think he must be a Mennonite or something!"-Jan Custer 



August 2005, when she created a roadside 
peace camp near the presidential ranch in 
Crawford, Texas. Her announced intention 
was to stay until vacationing President 
George W. Bush met with her and 
answered her question, "What is the noble 
cause for which our sons and daughters are 
fighting and dying in Iraq?" 

San Diego pastor Sara Haldeman-Scarr 
welcomed a standing-room-only crowd for 
the event, sponsored by the San Diego 
Coalition for Peace and Justice and covered 
by two area TV stations. Sheehan spoke 
about the events that brought the US into 
war and addressed the need for Christians 
to demonstrate Christ's call to peace. 
Sheehan is active in the Catholic Church and 
has served as a youth minister at St. Mary's 
Church in Vacaville, Calif.-Sally Kurzdorfer 

Maple Grove congregation 
builds for accessible future 

Maple Grove Church of the Brethren in 
Ashland, Ohio, dedicated a 12,000-square
foot addition on Oct. 16, coinciding with 
the congregation's 145th anniversary. 

After 10 years of prayerful consideration, 
on April 25, 2004, the congregation took a 
leap of faith and voted to replace a Civil 
War-era building with a larger, handi
capped-accessible educational wing. 

"The new facility was prompted because 
we had an increased number in the con
gregation who couldn't get into some 
areas of the old building," said Scott Freer, 
chair of the building committee. "It was a 
real obstacle for the handicapped, espe
cially the restrooms and classrooms. After 
evaluating several options for addressing 
handicap issues, we settled upon a design 
that also would enhance our ability to min
ister and grow into the future." 

The addition includes nine classrooms, a 
new kitchen, new offices, a large fellow
ship hall, and a new narthex. 

The dedication service began with the 
Sunday morning worship service, where 
contractors who had a part in the building 
process were recognized and thanked. 
Following the service, the congregation 
gathered for a potluck and fellowship. The 
dedication service followed in the new fel
lowship hall after the meal. Several mem
bers shared memories of their lives grow
ing up in the church, and current pastor 
Bill Schaefer closed the day with a litany of 
dedication.-Laura Kettering 

LANDMARKS & LAURELS 

Poages Mill Church of the 

Brethren (Roanoke, Va.) liked 

Maurice Wright so much they 

called him as their pastor twice: 

once from 1955 to 1960 and 

again from 1988 to 2004. This 

past year they installed him 

again, with the honorary title of 

pastor emeritus; 2005 also 

marked the 50th anniversary of 

Wright's ordination. Above, 

Virlina District executive David 

Shumate leads the service 

honoring Wright and his wife, 

Margaret. 

• Buckeye Church of the Brethren, Abilene, Kan., on Nov. 6 marked its 
125th anniversary during its annual homecoming celebration. Special recogni
tions went to pastors Norman and Ruth Rogers for 50 years of ministry and to 
long-time organist Phyllis McCosh. A carry-in dinner followed the anniversary 
service. 

• The disaster relief work of Church World Service was featured in a CBS 
interfaith religion special, "After The Storm: Religions Respond to Nature's 
Fury," broadcast in December on 83 CBS stations. It reviewed the major natural 
disasters of 2005 and focused on the response of the interfaith community to 
the Gulf Coast hurricanes. 

• Westminster (Md.) Church of the Brethren launched a new Peace Studies 
Scholarship Program this fall with an award to congregation member Jordan 
Blevins. Blevins, a 2004 Bridgewater (Va.) College graduate, is in the second 
year of a dual degree program at Wesley Theological Seminary and American 
University in Washington, D.C. 

• Gloria Krug, a resident of The Brethren Home Community (New Oxford, 
Pa.), was inducted into the Adams County Chapter of the Pennsylvania Sports 
Hall of Fame this past fall. She was honored for accomplishments in basketball, 
softball, and field hockey at the high school and college levels and success as a 
senior athlete. 

• Manchester College (North Manchester, Ind.) senior Blake Hike was select
ed Outstanding Attorney at the 4th annual Illinois State University Mock Trial 
Competition. Hike, from Syracuse, Ind., received a perfect score. 

• Steven Schweitzer, a member of Prince of Peace Church of the Brethren 
in South Bend, Ind., has been appointed assistant professor of Old Testament at 
Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary beginning in July 2006. Schweitzer 
completed a Ph.D. at the University of Notre Dame in April. 

REMEMBERED 

• Diane Harden-Jones, a member of the Association of Brethren Caregivers 
board, died Dec. 16 after a long battle with cancer. A member of Miami (Fla.) 
First Church of the Brethren, Harden-Jones had served on the ABC board since 
2002. Her story of wellness in crisis was shared at the 2005 Church of the 
Brethren Annual Conference as part of the ABC report to delegates. Prior to her 
illness, Harden-Jones had worked as an emergency room nurse at a Miami hos
pital. A memorial service was held Dec. 19 at Eglise des Freres Haitiens (Miami 
Haitian Church of the Brethren). 
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REFLECTIONS 

Today's pictures are from Niger, but they could be 1 'from lots of places in Africa, and from lots of times 
during recent decades. These children with the matchstick 
legs, and the eyes bigger than their fists, could have been 
from Biafra, a runaway province of Nigeria, in the 1970s, or 
from Ethiopia in the 1980s, or the Congo in the 1990s. 

The hideous massacre stories, this time from Darfur, 
could be from Liberia, or Sierra 
Leone, or-most bloodily-
Rwanda. 

The AIDS stories come steadily 
from the same places. 

Nobody thinks that the United 
States, or the Western alliance, or 
the entire planet outside Africa 
could fix all of these problems. But 
somehow they always come as a 
surprise, in a place that we've for
gotten about since the last time. 

The problem is that Americans have AADD: Africa 
Attention Deficit Disorder. 

Every so often, we see the eruption of something so cata
clysmic that it forces its way onto our radar screens. In 

of international charitable 
groups, is a bad way to deal 
with these things. 

"If you start when you see 
the famine coming, people 
might still have their seed," he 
says. "If you wait, people eat their seeds, they sell their tools, 
they sell their livestock. If you take action when people still 
have resources, the chances of recovery are much better." 

Of course, to do that you have to pay attention. 
On Niger, that's included a range of private groups

CARE, Save the Children, Catholic Relief Services-but 
until more recently, not much of a government or public 
interest. 

"There's an extent to which people just don't know 
Africa very well," says Ann-Louise Colgan, director of poli
cy analysis for the D.C. advocacy group Africa Action. To 
Colgan, that means Americans not only don't see the con
tinent's issues very clearly, but they also think that more is 
being done than actually is. 

On the issue of Darfur in western Sudan, site of what 
Colgan calls "the first genocide of the new millennium," 
she notes "the (Bush) administration saying it was geno-

cide. The statement was used as a 

I 
Every so often, we see the eruption of something substitute for action." 

so cataclysmic that it forces its way onto our radar On Darfur and debt forgiveness, 

Screens. In between those times ... we generally Colgan says, an increasing number of 
Americans are getting interested. But 

forget the continent exists. for situations so distant and so com-

between those times-especially since the Cold War ended 
and we were reassured that Africans might die but wouldn't 
go communist-we generally forget the continent exists. 

"We have a short attention span," says Randy Martin, the 
Washington, D.C.-based director of global emergency serv
ices for Portland, Ore.-based Mercy Corps. "If a situation is 
not going to be resolved overnight, we lose interest." 

By that standard, we lose interest in anything African. 
This past year, network and cable news camera crews 

were all over Niger, at the point when the food situation is 
the worst but the footage situation is the best. (Still, US 
media are more likely to mention Niger for its connection 
with Valerie Plame and Iraq than as a place where 2.9 mil
lion people are close to starvation.) The United Nations 
issued a plea for $75 million for Niger relief. 

But Niger, after a season of drought and locusts, saw this 
coming for six months and couldn't get anybody interested. 

There's no footage in a famine forecast. 
Which, says Martin, who's on an emergency task force 
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plex, even with some advances it's hard to sustain activism. 
"When victory is not everything they hoped it would 

be," she says, "how do you sustain their interest?" 
Without waiting for the interest-stirring pile of bodies. 
Martin points to the southern end of Sudan-where the 

Bush administration became deeply involved, appointed a 
high-level special ambassador, and was crucial to a shaky 
negotiated settlement-as a sign of what the L!nited 
States can do when it does get involved. 

And when it doesn't give in to its Africa Attention Deficit 
Disorder. 

Until then, we wait on the new famine or genocide, and 
each time declare, "Never again." 

And then our attention wanders, until the next time. And 
in Africa, there always is a next time. 

The real problem with our AADD is that the people who 
have it aren't the ones who suffer from it. li! 

David Sarasohn is an associate editor at The Oregonian of Portland, Ore. His col

umn was distributed through Religion News Service. 



' UOTEWORTHV 

''We are afraid of passion and 
emotion in our denomination. 

Passion and emotion send us 
into places where the Spirit 

leads us, and we deal with the 
consequences later. Some of 
the best things in our history 

have happened because of pas
sion, and not because of struc

ture or order. I'm not afraid of 
failure; I'm afraid of not try

ing. We've been 'sensible' for 
half a century, and I think. the 
results speal~ for themselves.'' 

-General Board member Frank Ramirez of Everett, Pa., speaking 
to the board about a massive new proposed mission project in Sudan 

"New Orleans is a city in a massive struggle. 
There is anger, optinrism, disappointment, and 
hope here-and more change for the better than 
I expected to see when I returned." 

-Cheryl Corley of National Public Radio, reflecting on 
visits to New Orleans since Hurricane Katrina 

"Stories are connnon ground. They are the curren
cy of human interaction. They bring us together." 

-Musician Ken Medema, introducing a storytelling 
time during one of his concerts in Wheaton, Ill. 

"There are many skills needed for 1ninistry-and 
at times knowing how to operate a chain saw can 
be a valuable one!" 

-Marilyn Lerch, writing in the Brethren Academy for Ministerial 
Leadership newsletter about Roanoke (La.) pastor Jim Balmer's 

experience following Hurricane Rita 

"We can't go to bed at mght declaring to our
selves that all is well, when not all is well with so 
many of God's children .... Our mission is not 
yet fulfilled." 

-Church of the Brethren Emergency Response volunteer Glenn E. Kinsel, 
reflecting on the suffering following the fall hurricanes 

"'111e bottom line is this: A passionless church will 
never address passionate youth. It is highly question
able whether a passionless chm·ch addresses any
body, or if it even is the church in the first place. 
Clnistianity requires passion, and youth know it." 

-Princeton (N.J .) Theological Seminary professor Kenda Creasy Dean at The 
Princeton Lectures on Youth, Church, and Culture 

THE BUZZ 
CULTUREVIEW 

• A recently published study from 
Auburn Seminary's Center for the 
Study of Theological Education 
found that 63 percent of seminary 
graduates who hold the Master of 
Divinity degree now leave semi
nary with educational debt, 
sometimes a great deal of debt. 
Ten years ago, researchers at the 
center found 49 percent of 1991 
Master of Divinity graduates bor
rowed to finance their theological 
education, and the average level 
for those who borrowed was 
$11,043. In 2001 the average for 
borrowers was $25,018, an 
increase of 127 percent (or 73 
percent when adjusted for infla
tion). The full study is at 
www.auburnsem.org/study, 
under Publications. 

• A new Barna Group study 
based on interviews with 845 
pastors, finds that Protestant 
congregations are quickly 
embracing new technologies. 
About 57 percent of Protestant 
churches now have a website, 
up from 34 percent five years 
ago. Sixty-two percent use 
large-screen projection technolo
gy; in 2000, only 39 percent did. 

• A 2005 poll by the Pew Forum 
on Religion & Public Life found 

that nearly two-thirds of Americans 
(64 percent) support the teaching 
of creationism alongside evolu
tion in public schools. (RNS) 

• The Washington Office of 
Mennonite Central Committee 
(MCC) US has relocated to a 
townhouse at 920 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, about eight blocks from 
the US Capitol. MCC US pur
chased the two-story house from 
the National Coalition to Abolish 
the Death Penalty for $915,000 on 
Nov. 1. It has previously rented a 
small office space within the 
United Methodist Building on 
Capitol Hill. MCC said it hopes the 
additional space allows for part
nerships with other Anabaptist 
groups. (Mennonite News Service) 

• The Pacific School of 
Religion's 2006 Earl Lectures in 
January marked the launch of 
The Progressive Christian 
Witness: A Ministry of Pacific 
School of Religion . This Internet
based resource aims to 
strengthen progressive 
Christian voices in 
public d iscussion 
across America. 
More infor
mation is at 
www.psr.edu. 

JUST FOR FUN: TOP TEN 

THE X FACTOR The top 10 ways Brethren could take advantage of 
the extreme sports/extreme challenge craze: 

10. Elastic cords fastened to steeples to set up bungee jumps. 

9. Fugu (a Japanese blowfish that is deadly unless prepared just 
right) becomes a mainstay of potluck meals. 

8. Fellowship halls designed with curved walls so they can be 
used as skateboarding bowls. 

7. Exterior church walls built with bricks sticking out at varying 
lengths to provide space for rock climbing practice. · 

6. Pastor rides in on a motorbike and pops a wheelie onto the 
chancel. 

5. Sermon titles feature the words "gnarly" and "sweet" 

4. Major church planting campaign begins in California to take 
advantage of good surfing areas. 

3. Giant 3-D sculptures of Brethren logo provide fun angles and 
curves for trying various tricks. 

2. Tall sanctuary roofs make perfect spot for skiing and snow
boarding jumps. 

1. Baptistries filled with piranha and electric eels, giving a whole 
new meaning to "Count well the cost." 
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Congregations join Foods 
Resource Bank projects as 

1a way we can help 1 

by Audrey Osborne Mazur 

Messenger February 2006 

Paul Jeffrey / ACT-CWS 

concern 
en an economy fails or never had a fair chance 

to develop in the first place, food security is the only bar
rier between survival and starvation. More than 800 mil
lion people worldwide, many of them babies and small chil
dren, do not have enough to eat. For these people, the future 
depends upon having access to education and resources that 
will empower them to create local, sustainable sources of 
food and income for their families. 

Brethren are familiar with a variety of programs that work 
to reduce global poverty and hunger. In 2005, several 
Church of the Brethren congregations got involved in a new 
way to address world hunger, through the Growing Projects 
of the Food Resources Bank. 



Howard Royer, the Church of the Brethren General 
Board's Global Food Crisis Fund manager, describes the 
Foods Resource Bank (FRB) as "a Christian coalition not 
for emergency feeding but for sustainable development pro
grams issuing seed, training local people in water and soil 
management, building greenhouses, and helping small-scale 
producers find markets." 

FRB does this largely by partnering with overseas church 
agencies already established but in need of operational 
funds . For example, sometimes a Church World Service pro
gram will receive monetary assistance from FRB, who visits 
these sites and requires stringent financial accountability. 

The Foods Resource Bank receives some of its funds 
through private, governmental, and denominational agency 
grants, which cover its administrative costs. Growing 
Projects also contribute funds A Growing Project involves 
raising and harvesting a crop, then selling it locally and 
donating the proceeds to FRB. All of this money goes direct
ly to establishing overseas development programs. For the 
past three years, this money has been doubled through an 
USAID grant which has matched dollar per dollar the 
money raised by the Growing Projects. 

According to Bev Abma, executive director of program
ming and administration for FRB, 16 Christian denomina
tions participated in FRB in 2005. Nearly 200 individual 
Growing Projects raised money to support more than 50 
overseas programs. Abma estimates these programs serve 
more than half a million people. 

Joan Fumetti, from the FRB staff, explains that one of the 
best features of the Growing Projects is the creativity they 
inspire. "There aren' t any rules with this," she says. "The 
basic guidelines are: Get as much donated as you can. Grow 
your project. Get city people and community groups 
involved if you can. Sell the crop and donate it. " 

Beyond that, individuals and congregations are encouraged 
to do whatever they can to make a difference. An urban church 
and a rural church might work together to sponsor 20 acres of 
soybeans. One family might do the same themselves. Or some 
children might raise chickens and sell the eggs at church. 
Someone might fatten and sell one steer, or 

thing to drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me" (Matt. 
25:35). 

In October, the Church of 
the Brethren General Board 
affirmed the Millennium 
Development Goals, which 
now go to this summer's 
Annual Conference for 
action. This list provides 
goals and timelines aimed at 
relieving suffering around the 
world. Goal No. 1 reads, 
"Eradicate extreme poverty 
and hunger." The Growing 
Projects give Brethren the 
opportunity to heed God's 
call and work together 
toward this goal. 

Foods Resource Bank staff Joan Fumetti, 

left, stands with Karen Dietrich on the land 

used for the Mount Morris/Highland 

Avenue Growing Project in 2005. 

• • • 

Despite a severe drought throughout the Midwest and a 
poor market for products, the seven Brethren Growing 
Projects stayed the course and raised a considerable amount 
of money this past year. Some of these funds will support a 
food security program in Totonicapan, Guatemala, for which 
the Church of the Brethren serves as lead sponsor. 

The Global Food Crisis Fund will offer $1,000 start-up 
grants for Growing Projects in 2006. Following are a sample 
of some projects' stories in 2005: 

The Conrad Growing Project 

Lois Kruse, of Ivester Church of the Brethren in Conrad, 
Iowa, became interested in Growing Projects after she 
attended a harvest festival held by two local Presbyterian 
churches. The next year, when other area churches were 
invited to participate, her congregation joined the effort. For 
the past two years nine churches have worked together to 

36. Or a dozen churches might form an ecu- c: r----------~-------------------------
~ 

menical project to sponsor 100 acres of corn. ~ 
The variety and possibilities are endless, with ~ 
one factor in common--everyone can do :;; 
something about world hunger. 

Since the days of the Old Testament 
prophets, God's people have been called to 
"off er your food to the hungry and satisfy the 
needs of the afflicted" (Isa. 58: 10). Jesus told 
the crowds, "For I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me some-

A wagon advertises the Growing 

Project of Ivester Church of the 

Brethren in Conrad, Iowa. 
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:ourtesy of M· ,unt Morris Church of the Brethren 

raise 14 7 acres of corn for their Growing Project, dubbed 
'~-maiz-ing Grace." This past year, Keith and Dorothy 
Sheller of the Ivester church hosted 80 of these acres on 
their land. 

In 2005, several Ivester members served on the project's 
advisory committee, with Kruse leading the way as chair. 
The farmers involved contacted businesses with whom they 
regularly did business and asked for donations of seed and 
chemicals. When the crop was harvested and sold at the 
local grain elevator, their efforts cleared $41,000-all of 
which was sent to the Foods Resource Bank to fund over
seas programs. 

Kruse recalls an early conversation she had with Joan 
Fumetti, her regional FRB contact person, who told her, 
"Sometimes we look at world hunger, and we are almost 
frozen by how enormous the problem is. But this is a way 
we can really make a difference." 

In Kruse's own words, "Hunger is a problem. Christ is 
concerned about it. Christians are concerned about it. This 
is a way we can help." 

The Polo/Faith United Growing Project 

Bill Hare, a member of Polo (Ill.) Church of the Brethren, is 
an active supporter of Heifer International and also leads 
work groups to Honduras every year. This past year he also 
donated 10 acres rent-free for the Polo Growing Project. 

Top, farmers work the land at a Growing Project in Mount Morris, Ill. 

Above, members of Polo (Ill.) Church of the Brethren entered a corn

field-themed float in the Polo Town and Country Days Parade to adver

tise Foods Resource Bank. 
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He saw it as an opportunity to support "another one of 
these projects that helps us reach out beyond our own walls. 
Whether we realize it or not, we have so much. And so 
much of the world is eager to receive not aid, but assistance 
in knowing how to raise more food for their families." 

The Polo project combined the Hares' acres with 10 addi
tional acres rented with money raised by Polo's project part
ner, an urban Presbyterian church. The two churches were 
natural partners as several members of Faith United 
Presbyterian Church in Tinley Park, Ill. (near Chicago), have 
traveled with Hare to Honduras. 

Hare remembers their interdenominational harvest cele
bration as "electric." He says it was "a real education for the 
urban people about what goes on out here on the farm. The 
people from Tinley Park were so excited to meet Farmer Jim, 
be in the country, to ride the combine and see how the corn 
is harvested. They were elated to be part of it." 

Polo paired its Growing Project with its centennial cele
bration. They even created a float for a local parade, draw
ing attention to the Foods Resource Bank and their church 
with the motto, "Our faith community is outstanding in the 
field." Members rode on the float amid green stalks of corn. 

The Mount Morris/Highland Avenue Project 

Uldine Baker, a member of Mount Morris (Ill.) Church of 
the Brethren, got involved as the witness chair for her con -
gregation in 2005. She met with other agriculturally minded 
people in the congregation, and they started a local Growing 
Project. They partnered with Highland Avenue Church of 
the Brethren in Elgin, Ill., to grow eight acres of soybeans. 

They rented land from church member Karen Dietrich, 
whose family then donated their time to prepare the land for 
planting. Another farmer gave his time to plant the seed, and 
a third farmer harvested the soybeans. The local co-op pro
vided seed and came out to apply the chemicals it donated. 

Willard Dulabaum, interim pastor at Mount Morris, 
describes it as a service-oriented church that coul_d especially 
get behind the Growing Project because, "This is something 
where you are helping people in developing nations to pro
duce food ... not just a handout." 

The Bethany Growing Project 

Brad White of Bethany Church of the Brethren near Hardin, 
Mo., provided his land, equipment, and time to raise 24 acres 
of soybeans as a Growing Project. He got involved after 
receiving information from his district executive, Sandy 
Bosserman. White had friends in another denomination who 



had done a Growing Project before; he had also noticed signs 
for other Growing Projects in his area. He and his wife talked 
it over and decided it would be worthwhile to give it a try. 

A friend at the local seed dealer agreed to furnish the 
seed. Another business donated the herbicide. When the 
harvest was finished he sold the grain at the local grain ele
vator, which sent the check for $5,900 directly to the Foods 
Resource Bank. 

White's interest in the Growing Projects is rooted in his 
love of his family and his compassion for others. A lifelong 
farmer whose family has farmed for generations, White says, 
"I can't imagine not being able to grow food for my own 
family. I hope it helps someone else." 

White plans to do another Growing Project this year. His 
friend has already promised the seed. 

The Cherry Grove/Dixon Project 

Penny Lauritzen, a member of Cherry Grove Church of the 
Brethren, is a professional farm manager in Lanark, Ill. She 
had been watching news releases about Growing Projects for 
five years. But Lauritzen made a personal connection to the 
projects when Foods Resource Bank founder Norm Braksick 
came to speak during her company's annual meeting. 

Lauritzen's motivation to get involved comes from within 
her own family. She explains, "I have 10 little grandchildren 
from ages 6 months to 7 years . None have ever gone hungry 
for more than 10 seconds. On behalf of those 10 little 
munchkins, I had to do something." 

She came home from that meeting, put together a 
Christmas letter about the Growing Projects, and sent it to 
all her clients. She asked them to each donate one acre. She 
received 16 responses, and some gave more than an acre. In 
all, they raised 20 acres of corn. The land owners allowed 
Lauritzen to shift funds around so that all the acres could be 
farmed in one spot. 

Jane Watson's farm in Polo, Ill., became the host farm for 
the project. The Wagenknecht family agreed to farm those 
acres. Lauritzen offered to pay them full custom rates for 
their work, which would have been close to $2,000. But they 

Members of the Mount 

Morris and Highland Avenue 

congregations in Illinois 

joined for a celebration of 

their Growing Project in 2005 

donated their time and equipment, only asking reimburse
ment for their out-of-pocket expenses. 

Cherry Grove and the less rural Dixon (Ill.) Church of the 
Brethren partnered for this Growing Project. The two con
gregations raised money to 
cover miscellaneous expenses. 
Like most Growing Projects, 
local businesses donated the 
needed seed, herbicide, insecti
cide, and fertilizer. Lauritzen's 
employer, Farmer's National, 
waived the management fee and 
let her do the coordinating and 
phone calls from her office. The 
project raised about $8,000. 

Lauritzen has already begun 
laying the groundwork for this 
year's Growing Project. At this 
past year's annual meeting she 
updated the 70 other farm man
agers in her company about the 
project. Then she challenged 
each of them to find at least one 
client who will donate one acre. 
She hopes to at least double the 
size of the project in 2006. 

Lauritzen remembers, "Last 
year I had the information 
packets all ready to go. They 
were sitting waiting to go to the 
mailbox, but I was just filled 
with trepidation. These were my 

ABOUT FOODS 
RESOURCE BANK 

More details on the programs of 
Foods Resource Bank, including 
Growing Projects, can be found 
at www.foodsresourcebank.org. 

THE PROJECTS 
Church of the Brethren 
congregations involved in 
Growing Projects in 2005: 

Bethany (Hardin, Mo.) 

Cherry Grove (Lanark, Ill. ) 

Dixon (Ill.) 

Hammond Avenue Brethren 
Church (Waterloo, Iowa) 

Highland Avenue (Elgin, Ill. ) 

Ivester (Conrad, Iowa) 

Mount Morris (Ill.) 

Pleasant Dale (Decatur, Ind.) 

Polo (Ill.) 

South Waterloo (Iowa) 

clients. How would they feel about me approaching them? 
Well, I had a meeting scheduled with a client, so I presented 
her with the information and she said, 'Sign me up for three 
acres.' She was the only one who gave that much . ... Little 
things like that kept happening at the right moments as we 
went along. I just knew there was a higher hand involved."ll! 

Audrey Osborne Mazur lives in Ha nover, Pa. She is a member of Black Rock Church 
of the Brethren in Glenville. 
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Empowerment is key 
to work of the Global 

Food Crisis Fund 

by Karen Doss Bowman 

■ Messeng er February 2006 

hroughout the world, and even in the wealthy United 
States, millions of children and their parents go to bed 

hungry at night. Most are helplessly caught up in political 
and governmental struggles that deprive them of basic neces

sities, such as adequate health care, clean water, and a decent 
education. According to United Nations reports, approximately 
25,000 to 30,000 people die from hunger every day. 

For two decades, the Global Food Crisis Fund (GFCF)-a 
General Board program since 1983-has addressed hunger 
through economic development projects designed to empower 
others. These projects not only supply seeds, livestock, and tools, 
but also provide training in soil conservation and management of 
water supplies. Brethren dollars have changed lives in countries 
such as Sudan, Guatemala, Albania, North Korea, Iraq, Armenia, 
and El Salvador. Each year, funds also go to special projects 
within the US. 

"We're basically working to provide the partners in other 
countries the ability to feed themselves," GFCF manager 
Howard Royer says. "Rarely do we do immediate feeding- that 
is, the immediate shipment of grain-but we gear our efforts 
toward long-term, sustainable development. It' s small scale, 
working in the villages of developing countries aryd developing 
areas of the US and enabling people to know the dignity and 
productivity of producing their own food system." 

The GFCF grew out of the denomination's response to food 
crises in Somalia and Ethiopia in the early 1980s. At that time, 
Church World Service and other humanitarian groups had organ
ized an international relief effort, pledging $10 million to the 
cause. R. Jan Thompson, then-director of the General Board's 
refugee resettlement and disaster response program, committed 
the denomination to contributing $1 million of that goal. 

As a fund-raising challenge to congregations, the General 
Board introduced the "2i-A-Meal" offering, an idea borrowed 
from a Presbyterian women's group in Texas. Brethren were 



11we gear our efforts toward long-terml sustainable development . ... working in 
the villages of developing countries and developing areas of the US and enabling 
people to know the dignity and productivity of producing their own food system." 
-Howard Royer, Global Food Crisis Fund 

invited to contribute two cents for each family member at 
every meal, collecting donations in soup cans labeled with a 
simple prayer: "O loving God, take our gifts and bless them 
that the world's hungry may be fed and lives restored." 

The $1 million goal was soon met, but donors wanted the 
program to continue, so the Global Food Crisis Fund was 
launched with the "2¢-A-Meal" offering as a key source of 
funding. During the past 22 years, those pennies have multi
plied to more than $5 million in grants, Royer says. Food 
development projects currently are under way in 20 countries. 

Hunger has always been an area of concern for the Brethren. 
In the 1940s, Brethren farmer Dan West founded Heifers for 
Relief, now a worldwide relief agency known as Heifer 
International. The Church of the Brethren, Royer notes, also 
has played key roles in developing ecumenical efforts such as 
CROP, Church World Service, Agricultural Missions, SERRV 
handcrafts sales, and One Great Hour of Sharing. 

"I think the idea of responding to people who are hungry 
is deep in Brethren identity," says Merv Keeney, executive 
director of Global Mission Partnerships for the General 
Board . "(Brethren) had their own periods of hunger and 
crisis over our history, so I think that we feel a special call 
out of the New Testament teachings of Jesus to respond to 
those who are hungry." 

The GFCF works with partner organizations or individuals 
located in the particular country being served. A grant review 
committee examines project proposals and determines which 
ones to fund each year. Shantilal Bhagat, a current committee 
member and former GFCF director, says the group makes its 
determination according to the relevance and effectiveness of 
the proposed project, how many grants have been given to the 
area in the past, and how involved indigenous people will be. 

"We believe their involvement is very critical, because they 
are the ones who are going to implement the program," 
Bhagat says. "They know their country better, so they can 
make decisions on the best way to spend the money." 

Many of the people served by the fund have experienced hor
rors that many Americans have never known: refugees displaced 
by civil war, teen-aged orphans forced into crime and prostitu
tion to make a living, children working long hours in sweat
shops for meager wages. Unstable and corrupt governments in 
many developing countries keep the poorest citizens oppressed. 

While the GFCF's mission is to eliminate hunger, many of 
the projects also address the root causes of poverty and 
attempt to promote community development, educational 
programs, and peace-building efforts. 

In Albania, for example, where the general population 
seized more than 500,000 weapons out of military depots in 
1997, the GFCF helps fund a pilot program of the United 
Nations that encourages people to hand over weapons in 
exchange for cows. Through a GFCF partnership with St. 
Bakhita Primary School for Girls, known as "Blessed 
Bakhita," in Narus, Sudan, young girls are being educated
a strategic effort believed to improve family nutrition and 
reduce infant morality, slow population growth through bet-

ter family planning, and reduce poverty. 
In Guatemala, GFCF grants have enabled the indigenous 

Mayan families to build cisterns that collect clean drinking water 
during the region's five-month dry season. Villagers also have 
built fuel-efficient stoves that require less wood and save trees, as 
well as reducing the incidence of lung disease, a problem partic
ularly among women who spend much time indoors cooking 
and caring for the home. 

The donations to GFCF, 
while generous, never seem 
to be enough in this world 
of tremendous need, Royer 
says. "We live in a world of 
abundance in so many ways, 
that so many of the coun
tries that are hungry do 
have the capability to pro
duce their own food, but the 
systems of government, the 
management, the class sys
tems, many pressures work 
against making that possi
ble," he says. 

Even so, Royer says he is 
impressed and amazed by the 
many creative ways Brethren 
respond to hunger. Retired 
pastor Eugene Lichty, a 
member of McPherson 
(Kan.) Church of the 

ABOUT THE GLOBAL 
FOOD CRISIS FUND ~ 
The Church of the Brethren General 
Board's Global Food Crisis Fund 
has projects active in Angola, El 
Salvador, Indonesia, Ecuador, the 
Dominican Republic (which 
received a $73,000 grant for a 
microloan program this past fall), 
Sudan, Guatemala, and North 
Korea. About $750,000 in grants 
have been made from the fund 
over the past two years. 

Additional details on its work 
and a variety of resources can be 
found at www.brethren.org, key
word "Global Food Crisis Fund." 

Brethren-which sponsored a year -long focus on hunger
baked bread from June to October to raise money for the 
GFCF. He would bake the bread as "a symbol of the fact that 
millions of people don't have enough bread to eat," he says, and 
deliver a loaf to neighbors. With each gift of bread, he distrib
uted a GFCF brochure and described the work of the program, 
inviting his friends to give donations. Forty-four loaves later, 
Lichty had raised $750 for the fund. 

Elsewhere, former Brethren Volunteer Service worker Mysti 
Roberts Murphy, now living in Minneapolis, runs a peace-ori
ented bookstore and restaurant. The business employs a vol
unteer wait staff who contribute their tips to a charitable cause 
each month. This past June, Royer says, the group contributed 
about $2,500 to the GFCF. And for the past 25 years, Royer 
notes, the quilt auction at Annual Conference, sponsored by 
the denomination's Association for the Arts, has raised many 
thousands of dollars for the fund . 

"When it comes to adding up all that the Brethren do and 
the ways they channel their giving, I think Brethren are pret
ty responsive to hunger and are really concerned about it," 
Royer says. "They see it as really central to living out the 
mission of Jesus."~ 

Karen Doss Bowman, a freelance writer, lives in Bridgewater, Va. She is a member of 

Sunrise Church of the Brethren in Harrisonburg. 
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IJ!.'..B MEETING THE NEEDS OF 
~ AN IMPOVERISHED WORLD 

Feeding the hungry is a ministry of 
by Alice Martin-Adkins 

hy should Christians concern themselves 
with feeding the hungry and caring for the poor? 

Jesus announced that the prophetic imperative of "bringmg 
good news to the poor" was foundational to his calling and 
ministry. As one of his metaphors for God's reign in the world 
he used the image of a banquet where the poor, crippled, lame, 
blind, and those who cannot repay become the guests of honor. 
Such a great banquet image shows that we are all invited, and 
none of us can "repay" God's grace. 

a 
brought it to Jesus for God's blessing, 
distributed it among all the people ... and 
everyone ate; with food left over! We continue to see these 
miracles repeated in our soup kitchens, homeless shelters, 
and other efforts to help those in need. 

Clearly, following Jesus and disciplining our lives accord
ing to his actions and teachings compels Christians to be 
involved in feeding the hungry and caring for the poor. 

Moreover, have you ever considered how often caring for 

I Clearly, following Jesus and disciplining our lives according 
to his actions and teachings compels Christians to be 
involved in feeding the hungry and caring for the poor. 

the poor puts Christians into 
positions for being peace
makers and ambassadors of 
reconciliation? The Torah, 
Proverbs, and the writings of 
the prophets stress the 

Jesus' ministry also included the miraculous feeding of 
thousands of people. He cared about the human need for 
food as well as for our need for spiritual nourishment. Seeing 
the hunger of the multitudes, Jesus told his disciples: "You 
give them something to eat." The amazing witness of these 
stories is that the disciples did gather the available food, 

importance of not just caring for the neighbor, but also of car
ing for the alien and stranger, and feeding one's enemy. 

According to Galatians 2:9-10, that understanding was 
carried out by the early church, when Paul describes the res
olution of the conflict between him and other church leaders. 
Paul says: "James, Peter, and John asked only one thing ... 

What's happening 
with hunger? 
A brief overview of some 
initiatives for hunger relief 

While the concerns of world hunger-and the 
larger issue of poverty in which those con
cerns rest--can seem overwhelming, many 
groups are doing their best to tackle the chal
lenge head-on. Some of the current initiatives 
for hunger relief include the following: 

• Millennium Development Goals: 
The most high-profile hunger initiative 
comes from the United Nations, which set 
forth a list of eight goals to be met by the 
year 2015. The United States and 188 other 
countries adopted the goals at a summit in 
2000. Among the goals are a call to cut in 
half extreme poverty in the world (defined 
as people living on less than a dollar a day 
and those who suffer from hunger) and to 
reduce deaths of children by two-thirds. 
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At another summit this past September, 
however, a study committee found the tar
gets are not on track to be met, despite 
some progress. 

Still, UN secretary general Kofi Annan 
has expressed optimism. In a release on 
the UN website, Annan said, "We will have 
time to reach the Millennium Development 
Goals ... but only if we break with business 
as usual. We cannot win overnight. 
Success will require sustained action 
across the entire decade between now and 
the deadline." 

The Church of the Brethren General 
Board at its October 2005 meeting adopt
ed "A Call to Reduce Global Poverty and 
Hunger," which included endorsement of 
the Millennium Development Goals as a 
way "to join our voice with many sisters 
and brothers who are also speaking with 
renewed vigor about a global response to 
the poor and the hungry." It calls for 
"prayer, study, and concrete action." The 
statement was to be passed on to Annual 
Conference for consideration this summer. 

More details on the Millennium 
Development Goals can be found at 
www.un.org/millenniumgoals/. A youth 
action guide and numerous other 
resources are available. 

• The ONE Campaign: The campaign 
(www.theonecampaign.org) lifts up "The 
Power of ONE" to "make poverty history." 
A long list of organizations, including 
Bread for the World, Church World Service, 
Heifer International, Oxfam America, and 
Sojourners, are partners in the effort. 

The Church of the Brethren- General 
Board Global Food Crisis Fund promoted 
the campaign at Annual Conference last 
summer, with a particular emphasis on 
youth. About 75 youth signed on to the 
ONE Declaration, which ends with the 
pledge: "WE COMMIT ourselves-one per
son, one voice, one vote at a time-to 
make a better, safer world for all." 

The campaign has attracted a number of 
high-profile backers, including musicians 
Bono and Michael Stipe, Christian bands 
Jars of Clay and Relient K, actors Tom 



way to work at peace and reconciliation. Each day there was 
opportunity to exhibit another way of living, peacefully, sim
ply, and together. That witness of peacemaking was just as 
important among those who worked in the kitchen and 
church building as it was for those coming into that "sanctu
ary" from the daily violence and oppression on the streets. 

that we remember the poor, which was actually what I was 
eager to do." Caring for the poor is not an issue for the 
church; it is a reconciling focus. 

At times we had to work at building bridges of understand
ing among the diverse people in need in the city and those 
who came from many other places to give aid and learn about 
poor people. Because of a commitment to help the poor, the 
church often had opportunities to mediate in the community, 
when the disparities of rich and poor would stir conflict, mis
understanding, or even violence among neighbors. 

As pastor of the Washington (D.C.) City congregation for 
seven years, I helped administer a soup kitchen program 
that fed the poor of southeast Washington five days a week. 
We often lamented that our bowls of soup did far too little 
to alleviate the deeper hungers and injustices we saw. 
Sometimes we saw that our efforts to help would perpetu
ate unhelpful co-dependency, despondency, and deeper 
depression. 

As Christians we rightly care about feeding the hungry and 
ministering to the poor because that is what we do when we 
follow Jesus Christ. In addition, caring for the poor also pro
vides us with the challenges of reconciliation and the blessings 
of being peacemakers. As we care for the poor and hungry, we 
learn from Jesus that we all are indeed "children of God."li! 

Yet even through these imperfect and sometimes unpro 
ductive attempts to help the poor, there was always some 

Alice Mart in-Adkins is an ordained minister in the Church of the Brethren . She lives in 
Asheville, N.C. 

Hanks and Brad Pitt, actress Susan 
Sarandon, and a host of others. 

• Ecumenical organizations: The 
National Council of Churches (www.ncc
cusa.org) in the past year mounted a 
major campaign titled "Let Justice Roll: 
Faith and Community Voices Against 
Poverty." Focused on domestic needs, it 
includes an "Ending Poverty" curriculum, 
a report on a "Just Minimum Wage," and 
other resources. A downloadable "Love 
for the Poor" booklet was created in 
response to the hurricanes this past fall. 

Hunger and development are also signifi
cant areas of work for two other organiza
tions with close Brethren ties: Church World 
Service (www.churchworldservice.org/ 
Development/) and its "Build a Village" pro
gram for children (www.buildavillage.org), 
and Heifer International (www.heifer.org). 

• Foods Resource Bank: On a smaller 
scale, the Church of the Brethren and 15 
other denominations are partners in the work 
of this organization, which uses domestic 
Growing Projects to raise funds that are then 

used for sustainable development in devel
oping countries. (See story, page 8). 

The Foods Resource Bank (FRB), which 
held its annual meeting with 120 partici
pants at the Church of the Brethren offices 
in Elgin, Ill. , this past fall, was founded in 
the late 1990s; Brethren, through the 
Global Food Crisis Fund, joined the work 
in 2004. FRB encourages supporters by 
saying everyone can "FARM": Focus on 
those who are hungry; Advocate for the 
hungry; Realize God-given talents by serv
ing others; and Make a contribution, in 
time, land, or money. 

• REGNUH: This cleverly named cam
paign, billed as "turning hunger around," 
will be a focus at this summer's Church of 
the Brethren National Youth Conference 
(NYC) in Colorado. A REGNUH walk/run 
will be held at the conference and a spe
cial offering held to raise money for the 
Global Food Crisis Fund. Youth are also 
encouraged to make a tithe from funds 
raised for the NYC trip to give toward 
hunger relief.-Walt Wiltschek 

RESOURCES 
• Annual Conference actions include a 
2000 Statement on Caring for the Poor 
(www.brethren.org/ac/ac_statements/ 
2000Poor.html) and a 1982 Statement on 
World Hunger. 

• Bread for the World's 2006 Offering of 
Letters focused on the theme "One Spirit. 
One Will. Zero Poverty." A packet of 
resources is available. A comprehensive 
hunger report is available at www.bread.org. 

• Family Promise of Summit, N.J., has cre
ated a resource called "Just Neighbors," 
a multimedia curriculum that asks the ques
tion, "How does poverty feel?" An on line 
sample is offered. The full kit costs $150. 
Details are at www.justneighbors.net. 

• Recent books on hunger/poverty issues 
include Ending Global Poverty: A Guide to 
What Works, by Stephen C. Smith; Hunger: 
An Unnatural History, by Sharman Apt 
Russell; Outgrowing the Earth, by Lester 
Brown; and Ending Hunger Now: A 
Challenge to Persons of Faith, by George 
McGovern, Bob Dole, and Donald E. Messer. 
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Every year-just before Christmas or 
just after- I receive a "friendly" let

ter from my credit card company telling 
me they understand how money gets tight 
around Christmas, and so they have 
decided it would be okay if I wanted to 
skip this month's payment. 

Isn't that nice? 
Well, no-not exactly. Credit card com -

panies don't offer this deal because they 
are suddenly in a generous mood. No, 
they offer it because it allows interest 

lished a study of restaurant servers. They 
found that waiters and waitresses who 
leave a piece of candy get bigger tips than 
those who don't leave candy. If two pieces 
of candy are left, the tip is even more. 

Studies like this are part of the bur
geoning field of "hospitality manage
ment," a rapidly growing area of research. 
The focus in this field is not on what 
friendliness is, but on what is likely to be 
perceived as friendliness and how to turn 
those perceptions into profits. And that is 

why the people 

I'll never forget the Red Pine Inn because 
it was so ... how do I put this? Exotic. But 
I will also never forget the Red Pine Inn 
because of the feeling of relief I had when 
I saw the sign that said, 11Vacancy." 

who have some
thing to sell to us 
just seem to keep 
getting friendlier 
and friendlier, 
especially when 
we are likely to 
spend a lot. 

charges to continue to accrue for an extra 
month. They make millions off this 
"friendly" little gesture. 

And you know those mints your waitress 
brings with your check, or the chocolates 
the chambermaid leaves on your pillow in 
the hotel? It isn't because you're special. It 
isn't even because they just want to be 
nice. No, I'm sorry, but again it is because 
it means bigger profits. If you don't believe 
me, you can read all about it in the Journal 
of Applied Psychology, where they pub-
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Some people aren't bothered by this. 
Some people even seem to like it. They 
play along, as if the salesperson was a 
long lost friend who really does want to 
hear all about your boring job and your 
trip last year to the International Pez 
Dispenser Collectors Convention. 

Call me a curmudgeon, but personally I 
abhor phony friendliness. I hate fake hos
pitality. I don't want people to be rude; I 
just want people to be real. Don't pretend 
to be my best friend just to get an extra 

buck. Be yourself, be reliable, be honest, 
and I'll be happy to do business with you. 

I think that part of the reason fake hos 
pitality bothers me so much is because I 
have such a high regard for the real thing. 
Genuine hospitality is really something 
special. In the Bible, it is almost a sacred 
thing. It is a spiritual practice. 

In the fourth chapter of 2 Kings, we 
meet a Shunammite woman who practices 
genuine hospitality. She opens her home to 
the prophet Elisha, and eventually builds a 
room where he can stay because he travels 
through the region frequently. And this 
wonderful Shunammite woman wants 
nothing in return. Yes, in the end, she is 
blessed with an end to her barrenness, but 
she did not set out to win a favor from 
Elisha. She opened her home out of pure 
hospitality. 

Genuine hospitality is a rare and pre
cious thing. It is a desire to share with oth
ers, to build relationships, to create room 
in your life for another person. It can be 
hard work, but the real deal-as opposed 
to the mercenary version-is a joy. 

Genuine hospitality is not only a rare and 
precious thing, it is also a spiritual thing, a 
spiritual practice. Over and over again, we 
are reminded that how we receive and treat 
others matters to God. In the letter to the 
Hebrews we are told to be sure to show 
hospitality even to strangers, for by doing 



so some have entertained angels without 
knowing it. Jesus states plainly that the wel
come and care we show to those most in 
need is important because, he says, "As you 
have done it unto the least of these, you 
have done it unto me." 

But I think the spiritual aspect of hospi
tality goes much deeper. The welcome we 
give is a reflection of God, in whose image 
we are made. We sometimes forget that 
God is the ultimate host, who prepared a 
world for us to live in. We forget that Jesus 
said, "I go to prepare a place for you, that 

extra meal waiting. She even prepared a 
room. She literally "made room" for another 
person in her life. Elisha was welcomed, and 
God was pleased. God is just as pleased 
when we make room for others, in our lives 
and in our churches. God's people are 
meant to be welcoming people, and God's 
house is meant to be a welcoming place. 

Many years ago, when our children were 
small, my wife, Kathy, and I were headed 
across Ohio late at night. We were on our 
way to my home in Iowa, and for some rea
son we had left our place in Pennsylvania 

three-legged poodle wearing a diaper. 
I probably should have turned around 

and left right then and there, but I didn't. I 
was truly exhausted. I figured my only 
options were to get a room at the Red Pine 
Inn or let my family of five sleep in the car. 
So I got a room. It wasn't a nice room. It 
wasn't a clean room. The water from the 
spigot in the sink came out brown. There 
were stains and burn marks on the carpet. 
It did, however, have a bed, which, if you 
put quarters in a slot, would vibrate-but I 
was too tired to find out if it would work. 

where I am, you 
may be also." 
Several of the 
parables of Jesus 
deal with inviting, 
welcoming, and 

I There are so many people in this world looking for a 11 Vacancy" sign
looking for a place to stop, a place with room. They are looking for 
people who are ready to welcome them, who will make room for them. 

making a place for others. And even on 
the cross, as he was dying, Jesus extended 
an invitation: "Today you will be with me 
in paradise." 

Hospitality is clearly part of the work of 
Jesus that we have pledged to continue
not the "How many new members can we 
get?" and "Won't it be great to have a big 
church?" hospitality, but genuine, heart
felt, "I care about you" hospitality, the "I 
found something good and I want to share 
it" hospitality. 

All over this country on Thanksgiving 
Day, families and friends gather to feast 
and enjoy one another's company. And in 
some families, a special tradition is 
observed: the tradition of the empty chair. 
An extra plate is always set at the table and 
an extra chair placed as a reminder that 
gratitude and generosity go together, that 
we who have been welcomed into the fam
ily of God are called to welcome others 
also. The empty chair says there is always 
room for one more. 

The Shunammite woman made sure there 
was more than just an extra chair and an 

rather late in the day. So it was well after 
midnight as we drove along Interstate 70, 
feeling more and more exhausted by the mile. 

Finally we gave in, took the next exit, and 
began our search for a place to sleep. 
Unfortunately, such a place wasn't easy to 
find. Like Joseph and Mary, we found inn 
after inn with no rooms available. Believe 
me, when you are dead tired, with three 
children under the age of 5 asleep in the 
back seat in the middle of the night in the 
middle of Ohio, there is nothing that makes 
the heart fall faster than the sight of a half
dozen brightly lit "No Vacancy" signs. 

But when we were just about to give up, 
we spotted it: the Red Pine Inn. And the 
neon letters "N" and "O" were not yet lit. 
It didn't look like the kind of place we usu
ally stayed, but we were getting desperate 
at that point, so we pulled in. I was pretty 
sure it wasn't the kind of place we normal
ly stayed after I met the manager, with her 
platinum blonde beehive hairdo, bright red 
lipstick, and leopard -print Spandex pants. 
She was watching TV with a gentleman 
friend and-I'm not kidding about this-a 

I'll never forget the Red Pine Inn because 
it was so ... how do I put this? Exotic. But 
I will also never forget the Red Pine Inn 
because of the feeling of relief I had when I 
saw the sign that said, "Vacancy." 

There are so many people in this world 
looking for a "Vacancy" sign-looking for 
a place to stop, a place with room. They 
are looking for people who are ready to 
welcome them, who will make room for 
them. They are looking for people like the 
Shunammite woman, who have no ulterior 
motives: people who genuinely care about 
others, who have something to share and 
are glad to do it. . 

We can be those people. Any church can 
be that church with the "Vacancy" sign, 
ready to receive and welcome, ready to 
make room, ready to make folks feel at 
home. So give some thought to people you 
know who might be searching, and let 
them know when and where the church 
meets-and that they are welcome. ll! 

Jim Benedict is pastor of Union Bridge (Md.) Church of the 

Brethren. 
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1 Chronicles: History 
viewed through worshipby RobertNeff 
Twenty years ago I would never 

have agreed to write about 1 
Chronicles. I had been influenced by 
19th-century scholarship that diminished 
the role of the later writings like 
Chronicles. However, discovery of new 
texts during the Persian period (540-333 
BCE), an increased concern for the whole 
canon, and an interest in devotional life 
apart from the prophetic texts has 
brought books like Chronicles, Leviticus, 
and Numbers back into view. An increas
ing number of scholars and interpreters 
believe that these writings have something 
to say to us in our context. 

Originally, 1 and 2 Chronicles com
prised one book, but the present shape of 
the canon split the book neatly into two 
parts that parallel our present books of 1 
and 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings. The 
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book divides itself into four sections: 1 
Chronicles 1-9, a genealogical list from 
Adam until Nehemiah's rebuilding the 
walls of Jerusalem; 1 Chronicles 10-29, 
the reign of David; 2 Chronicles 1-9, the 
reign of Solomon; and 2 Chronicles 10-
36, the history of the Davidic monarchy 
until the exile and the proclamation of 
Cyrus in 539 BCE. The Hebrew Bible 
concluded with Chronicles, while the 
Greek and Latin versions placed it imme
diately after Samuel and Kings-a place
ment followed in our Protestant Bible and 
appropriate to its relationship to those 
other books. 

In 1 Chronicles, the writer depends on 
Samuel but refers to his sources as the 
acts of King David written in the records 
of the seer Samuel, the prophet Nathan, 
and the seer Gad (1 Chr. 29:29) . The 

sources of this history are prophetic 
works . The Chronicler believes that we 
receive history from the hands of the 
prophets, not the annals of the kings, 
since the prophetic voice views history as 
proceeding from the hand of God and not 
the critical decisions of the king. 

In the Hebrew, the title is "Chronicles 
of the days" or "Happenings· of the 
times." In the Greek and Latin versions 
of this book, the title is paraleipomena, or 
"Things omitted," particularly as they 
relate to what happened in Judah. 

In any event, the writer of 1 Chronicles 
had a written record before him, particu
larly the books of Samuel on which he 
elaborated and selected what he wanted 
to portray. History writing is always a 
process of selectivity and interpretation. 
Actually, the Chronicler is the precursor 



Journey through the WORD 

to rabbinic interpretation as he com
ments upon and edits the written record 
already before him. Such commentary 
begins in the exilic period with individual 
chapters such as Ezekiel 18 and the 
superscription of individual Psalms, but 
this is the first book of commentary. 

In his account, many of the things that 

basic contributions of David, the king, 
and his role in the establishment of right 
worship. 

What are David's achievements? 
Although the writer does not minimize 
the military record of David, what counts 
is his contribution to the worship life of 
the new community that has returned 

The Chronicler is the first historian who moves 
beyond a focus on battles and wars as the 
significant contribution of a ruler. He portrays the 
fundamental achievement of David as the 
development of worship that informed the life of 
a people right up to the time of his writing. 

we remember about David are omitted: 
the long strife between Saul and David, 
the adulterous affair with Bathsheba, the 
struggle over who would succeed to the 
throne of David. Accents in the Samuel 
text are changed. In a parallel text from 1 
Samuel 24, God's displeasure with David 
brings about his census of the people; in 
1 Chronicles 21 it is the Satan who 
incites David to number his people. The 
only sin of Saul mentioned by the 
Chronicler is his consulting a medium, 
the witch of Endor, rather than God (1 
Chr. 10:13-14). 

In quoting Psalm 106, the positive 
events of Israel's history are stressed and 
the times of judgment are omitted. In the 
citation of the Psalms, various Psalms 
(Psalms 105, 96, and 106) are linked 
together and edited so that it suggests 
freedom in the way the praises of God 
are sung (1 Chr. 16:7-36). However, 
David is the one who institutes the 
singers who perform the revisions in the 
Psalms. This interpretation means that 
the writer is also free to evaluate the 

from exile: 1) his establishment of 
Jerusalem as the center of Israel's wor
ship; 2) his bringing the ark to Jerusalem 
to legitimize the holy site; 3) his creation 
of music and appointing of temple 
singers, gate keepers, and priests to 
maintain appropriate worship; and 4) his 
plans for the temple in every detail from 
its architectural design, to the collection 
of building materials, and finally the 
explicit instructions to Solomon for its 
construction. David's ultimate contribu
tion to the history of Israel is the worship 
that enables healing, praise in a time of 
disruption, and continuity of life in a 
rapidly changing and uncertain world. 

What does this interpretation say to 
us? In a world that increasingly espouses 
violence, Juniata College peace studies 
professor Andy Murray suggests that we 
need to have histories of peace and heal
ing. We need to hear the stories that 
brought about the European Community 
after World War II, the healing process 
that is presently under way in Rwanda, 
and the assemblies of reconciliation in 

NOTE: Due to the nature of the book, a combined "A Closer Look" summary for 1 
Chronicles and 2 Chronicles will appear with the 2 Chronicles article in March. 

South Africa. Most historians consider 
history from the perspective of war and 
conflict. The Chronicler is the first histo 
rian who moves beyond a focus on bat
tles and wars as the significant contribu
tion of a ruler. He portrays the funda
mental achievement of David as the 
development of worship that informed 
the life of a people right up to the time of 
his writing. 

The testimony of the Chronicler is that 
God remains steadfast to his people in a 
time of great change. This continuity is 
seen from the time of Adam until the 
time of the writer of the book (fifth cen -
tury BCE). Near the end of his work, the 
writer concludes with a prayer of David: 

Blessed are you, 0 Lord, the God of 
our ancestor Israel, forever and ever. 

Yours, 0 Lord, are the greatness, the 
power, the glory, the victory, 

And the majesty; for all that is in the 
heavens and on earth is yours; yours is 

The Kingdom, 0 Lord. . . . ( 1 Chr. 
29:10-11). 

As the reader will quickly recognize, por
tions of this verse form the conclusion to 
the Lord's Prayer in some versions of 
Matthew 6: 13. The theme of the book is 
the reign of God in spite of the frailty of 
human hands. In the next installment, 
which Chris Bowman will write (on 2 
Chronicles) , the reader will discover the 
contributions of worship in the lives of 
Solomon, Hezekiah, and Josiah. li! 

Robert Neff has served on the Bethany Theological 
Seminary faculty, as president of Juniata College, and as gen
eral secretary of the Church of the Brethren General Board. 
He is currently on the staff of The Vi llage at Morrisons Cove 
in Martinsburg, Pa. He lives in Alexandria, Pa. 

MESSENGER'S "Journey th rough the Word" series will pro
vide a brief overview of a different book (or books) of the 
Bible each month through December 2009. Coming in 
March: 2 Chronicles, by Chris Bowman. 
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Anabaptist leaders meet, 
discuss alternative service 

The Council of Moderators and General 
Secretaries (COMS) of Anabaptist denom
inations held an annual meeting at 
Washington (D.C.) City Church of the 
Brethren Dec. 1-3. Hosted by the Brethren 
Witness/Washington Office and the 
Washington Office of Mennonite Central 
Committee US (MCC), the group repre
sented the Church of the Brethren, 
Mennonite Church USA, the Breth ren in 
Christ Church, the Conservative 

in January 2003 that was almost unani
mously defeated. Emile Milne, Rangel's 
foreign policy legislative director, said he 
had heard many groups talk about the 
draft, but the Church of the Brethren and 
COMS were the only relig ious groups to 
come in person to talk about it. 

Richard Flahavan and Cassandra 
Costley from the Selective Service 
System spoke regarding the potential of a 
military draft. "When you read the signs, 
you can see there's really no secret plan 
to fire up the draft," Flahavan said. "You 
can all be confident it's not going to hap
pen." Costley said that she has had 

Phil Jones, center, director of the Brethren Witness/Washington Office, helped host meetings of the Council 
of Moderators and Secretaries of the Anabaptist denominations in Washington, D. C., in December. 

Mennonite Conference, and Mennonite 
Brethren USA. 

A portion of the meeting focused on the 
issues of alternative service and the 
potential of a military draft. The meeting 
followed a consultation on alternative 
service sponsored by COMS last March. 

The group also met with leaders of the 
Faith-Based Initiative for the White 
House, the National Association of 
Evangelicals, the National Campaign for a 
Peace Tax Fund, and staff of Rep. Charles 
Rangel (D-N .Y.), who proposed a draft bi ll 
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numerous meetings with various peace 
churches to work out guidelines for alter
native service if a draft is implemented. 

Not everyone was as certain that a draft 
will not occur. "We have all the elements 
of a perfect storm, and all we need is a 
butterfly flutter," said J.E. McNeil, execu
tive director of the Center on Conscience 
and War. McNeil said she believes that 
President Bush might implement a draft if 
he thought it would pass through 
Congress. 

COMS discussed a contingency plan for 

a military draft, led by MCC staff Rolando 
Santiago and Titus Peachey. A report of 
issues, questions, and recommendations 
was presented, developed by Del 
Hershberger, director of Christian service 
for Mennonite Mission Network; Dan 
McFadden, director of Brethren Volunteer 
Service; and Peachey, director of peace 
education for MCC. Issues included alter
native service placements, support for 
registrants, staying in relationship with 
soldiers, relationship to government and 
Selective Service, and collaboration with 
other historic peace churches and the 
CCW. Each representative at the COMS 
meeting was to discuss the plan with his 
denomination and report in the spring. 

COMS also met with Richard Cizik, vice
president for Governmental Affairs for the 
National Association of Evangelicals, who 
reviewed a booklet discussing principles 
for Christian political engagement; Marian 
Franz, executive director for the National 
Campaign for a Peace Tax Fund, who 
spoke about her work lobbying on the 
peace tax issue; and Jim Towey, director 
of the Faith-Based Initiative for the White 
House, who explained the initiative. 

The meeting in Towey's office ended 
with prayer, as did the meeting in 
Rangel's office. Many in the COMS group 
later reported that prayer in the presence 
of political officials and their staff was 
very meaningful, as it brought a new light 
to the cooperation between individuals 
and government working together for 
change on many of the world's social jus
tice concerns. 

Participants included Church of the 
Brethren Annual Conference moderator 
Ronald Beachley; Chuck Buller, executive 
director of the Mennonite-Brethren 
Church; J . Daryl Byler, director of the 
MCC Washington Office; Warren 
Hoffman, moderator of the Brethren in 
Christ Church; Phil Jones, di rector of the 
Brethren Witness/Washington Office; 
Peachey; Santiago; Jim Schrag, executive 
director of Mennonite Church USA; Ben 
Shirk, moderator of the Conservative 
Mennonite Conference; Steve Swartz, 

general secretary of the Conservative 
Mennonite Conference; and Roy Williams, 
moderator of Mennon ite Church USA. 
Hoffman was selected as moderator of 
COMS for 2006. 



From left, Deanna Brown, Jeanne Davies, and Nancy 
Faus Mullen discussed the paper collages they made 

at the clergywomen's retreat in November. 

Clergywomen seek spiritual 
nourishment at fall retreat 

More than 60 Church of the Brethren cler-

1" 
0 

gywomen gathered in south-central 
Wisconsin Nov. 14-17 for a retreat on the 

1 theme "Nourishing the Soul." The event 'i. 
was sponsored by the Ministry Office of gi 

_g; 
the Church of the Brethren General Board E 

and attracted licensed and ordained min-
isters from across the country. 

The group included women of all ages, 
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seminary students, active pastors, denominational and district 
staff, retirees-and even a baby: Liz Bidgood-Enders, a member of 
the planning committee, brought her infant daughter along. The 
planning committee also included Kelly Burk, Mary Jo Flory
Steury, Kristin Haberzetle, Nancy Knepper, Linda Lewis, Cara 
McCallister, and Myrna Long Wheeler. 

Leadership was provided by Jan Richardson, who focused on 
scriptural depictions of spiritual nourishment. Richardson is a 
United Methodist artist, poet, and ordained minister and visiting 
artist at First United Methodist Church of Winter Park, Fla. Her 
books include Sacred Journeys and Night Visions. 

"For most of us, if not all of us, it's no easy task just to get here," 
Richardson told the group. "Sometimes it's a challenge to let our
selves seek comfort," she said, to nods of agreement. "Open your 
mouth wide and I will fill it," Richardson quoted from Psalm 81:10, 
emphasizing that the retreat was an opportunity to be fed spiritually 
as well as emotionally and physically with good food, fellowship, 
and time for relaxation. 

"Sustenance comes in a variety of ways," including in the form of 
"Christ the Word," she said. "Each of us is given a word (that) may 
shift and change over time as we come to a deeper understanding 
of our calling." Using words and images from her work, illumina
tions from medieval manuscripts, and writings of women mystics, 

she examined ways women search for sustenance from God. 
In times of creative meditation using decorative papers

Richardson is known for paper collages-she invited the women 
to be open to the Holy Spirit and to where the textures, colors, 
and designs of the papers led them. "God may have a challenge 
in store for you these days ... to go in some direction that you 
hadn't counted on going," she said. 

The retreat also included workshops and informal times of shar
ing. A chocolate fountain filled with 16 pounds of melted choco
late to be dipped up by an array of fruit, nuts, and cakes brought 
"oohs" and "aahs" from those who gathered for the first 
evening's "snack and chat." 

At a campfire, held indoors due to the first snowfall of the sea
son, several women shared their stories of calling to ministry. In 
another time of sharing, participants talked about what the retreat 
meant to them. "We didn't know how hungry we were because 
we haven't been putting out the feast," one pastor said. 

Love feast the final morning began with a time of confession. A 
brunch filled in as the fellowship meal. For communion, the women 
were invited to dip bread into honey. Scriptures referring to honey 
as a symbol of the nourishment God offers were read throughout 
the retreat: "The ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous alto
gether ... sweeter also than honey" (Psalm 19:9b-10). 

'Gathering' brings fresh air 
to Western Plains District 

A congregational transformation move
ment was launched by Western Plains 
District Oct. 28-30 after two years of prepa
ration. The movement, launched at an 
event called "The Gathering," has brought 
a "fresh breeze" to the district, according to 
a report from Dale Minnich, one of the 
leaders at the event. 

Minnich reported. The Gathering focused 
on "hope, a fresh vision of the church, spir
itual enrichment, and training for children, 
youth and adults," he said. 

ence, including Quinter (Kan.) Church of the 
Brethren; Prince of Peace, Littleton, Colo.; 
Holmesville (Neb.); Independence (Kan.); 
McPherson (Kan.); Eden Valley (Kan.); 
Wichita (Kan.) First; and Wiley (Colo.). The 
district hopes to be in covenant with 25 con
gregations by the effort's fall 2007 entry date. 

Western Plains is a geographically wide
spread district of 38 predominantly small con
gregations in Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, 
and New Mexico, with an average district
wide worship attendance of about 1,800. 

"For this event, 312 persons from 26 con
gregations, representing nearly 20 percent 
of all who regularly worship, gathered at an 
outdoor education center in Salina, Kan.," 

Events included a retreat for 66 youth, a 
Bible school for 23 children, and seven 2 
1/2-hour workshops for adults. Workshops 
were organized into two tracks, one for con
gregations entering a three-year covenant 
to partner with the district in working 
toward congregational transformation, and 
a second track for people from congrega
tions interested in transformation but not 
entering a covenant. The keynote speaker 
for the conference was Susan Boyer, senior 
pastor of La Verne (Calif.) Church of the 
Brethren, preaching on the Great 
Commandment and the Great Commission. 

The first congregations to enter the 
covenant were consecrated at the confer-

A plan for serving the dispersed congre
gations of the district uses nine area minis
ters coordinated by district executive minis
ter Ken Holderread. This plan, initiated in 
2003, is significantly increasing district con
tact with congregations and is integral to 
the renewal effort, Minnich said. Fifteen 
people, including the area ministers, 
received 10 days of training during 2005 to 
prepare them as congregational coaches; 
they are assigned to coach either a 
covenanting congregation or a congrega
tion actively considering a covenant. 
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lgreja da lrmandade (Church of the Brethren in Brazil) cele
brated its fifth Annual Conference Nov. 25-27, focusing on 
"Evangelism from the Anabaptist and Pietist Traditions: 
Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow." About 50 people participated, 
with representation from every congregation and fellowship, 
according to Greg and Karin Davidson Laszakovits, Brazil repre
sentatives for the Church of the Brethren General Board . 

Leadership for sessions came from those inside and outside 
lgreja da lrmandade. The keynote speaker was Peter Gunther 
Siemens, a Mennonite pastor and scholar from the city of 
Curitiba. Siemens' sessions tracked the history of Christianity 
and Anabaptism, focusing on how the church came to adopt 
various beliefs and practices as it read the Bible and interacted 
with the realities of the day. He focused on the Anabaptist belief 
that it is Jesus who changes our lives, not the church. "Jesus is 
real, the manifestation of God," he said. "Often the church gets 
mixed up and becomes religion and religiosity. Jesus is some
th ing different than religion. Something more-much more." 

Worship and prayer framed each day, led by pastors of the 
church. Each morning began with prayer-communal, small 
group, and individual-followed by a meditation. Each evening 
the assembly worshiped together. 

The opening worship sermon was preached by Greg Davidson 
Laszakovits, who focused on letting evangelistic light shine in all 
that Christians do through love, service, and faithfulness. A 
team from the Rio Verde congregation led Saturday evening's 
worship with an emphasis on praising God. In the closing wor
ship, national director of the Brazilian church Marcos In ha user 

A group from the congregation in Rio Verde, Brazil, located far from 
the other congregations in the country, traveled to the fifth annual 

conference of lgreja da lrmandade (Church of the Brethren in 
Brazil). The group led one of the worship services at the conference. 
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A child dedication took 
place at the annual con
ference of lgreja da 
lrmandade (Church of 
the Brethren in Brazil). 

Greg and Karin 
Davidson Laszakovits, 
Brazil representatives 
for the General Board, 
dedicated their daugh
ters Ellen and Julia 
with a laying on of 
hands by participants 
at the conference. 

sent conferencegoers out with a call to spread the good news 
they have received, and to do so remembering the church's call 
to be "a different kind of church, making a difference." 

Other sessions were given by church members on subjects includ
ing Christian education and living as healthy families. Following a 
model that sought participation by all, each session and worship 
was followed by the opportunity for conferencegoers to share 
reflections and interact with the presenters. "Many shared how they 
might have been touched, new concepts that were presented in the 
session, and the exchange of ideas," the Laszakovitses said. 

Held near the city of Campinas, and geographically close to 
the majority of the congregations, the setting of the conference 
at a camp facilitated community-building, they added. In addi
tion to eating and residing as a community, activities were held 
almost non-stop to provide forums for the sharing of thoughts 
and ideas and to have fun together. 

Recent grants from the General Board's 

Emergency Disaster Fund 

• $25,000 to support a Church World Service appeal foJ continu
ing relief and rebuilding efforts in Iraq 

Courtesy of Greg and Karin Davidson Laszakovits 



Brethren Benefit Trust agrees 
to dialogue with Caterpillar 

Bulldozers are commonly seen as instruments of 
construction, used to raze old structures or sculpt 
land for development. But what if these machines 
are used for destruction, such as destroying hous
es, farms, ancient olive groves, roads, and water 
and sewer pipes that are currently in use? 

According to Human Rights Watch, Israel has 
used Caterpillar's large D-9 bulldozers, which have 
been purchased through the US military and outfit
ted with armored plating, to wreak havoc on 
Palestinian settlements by illegally destroying 
property and infrastructure. 

As a Caterpillar shareholder, the Brethren Benefit 
Trust (BBT) board of directors in November decided to 
try to engage in dialogue with Caterpillar, asking the 
Peoria, 111.-based firm to cease selling equipment that 
makes its way to Israel to be used for violent purpos
es. BBT manages more than $350 million of invest
ments for its 4,000 Pension Plan members and 200 
asset management clients, and uses shares that it 
owns on behalf of its members to promote Brethren 
values through shareholder activism initiatives. 

The BBT board also endorsed inviting On Earth 
Peace to participate in the dialogue with 
Caterpillar. In an October 14, 2005, letter, On Earth 
Peace had asked BBT to divest its Caterpillar hold
ings "to seek investment of these funds in compa
nies whose business enriches the lives of 
Palestinians and Israelis." 

After lengthy discussion by the BBT board, which 

Will Thomas, BBT's director of Socially Responsible Investing, 
discusses concerns with Caterpillar Inc. 's Kelly Wajda in 2004. 

met at the Brethren Home Community in New 
Oxford, Pa., the board decided to attempt dialogue 
with Caterpillar with the understanding that 
divestiture could come if dialogue fails. 

Reasons for the decision included BBT's socially 
responsible investing policy, which calls for BBT 
not to invest in companies that make more than 10 
percent of their sales in alcohol, tobacco, defense, 
and gambling. Companies BBT invests in are 
checked against these benchmarks annually; in 
2005 Caterpillar was not excluded on this basis. 
BBT had previously engaged in dialogue with 
Caterpillar regarding the AIDS pandemic in Africa, 
and has found the company to be responsive. 

Pacific Southwest District already has approved a 
resolution on "Divestment from Companies Selling 
Products Used as Weapons in Israel and 
Palestine," to be forwarded to this summer's 
Annual Conference. "This is a human rights issue 
that needs to be addressed," BBT president Wil 
Nolen said. 

BRF leaders sign on to 
renewal movement letter 

Harold S. Martin and Craig Alan 
Myers, leaders in the Brethren 
Revival Fellowship, are among 
29 leaders of "renewal move
ments" in mainline denomina
tions who have signed an open 
letter from the Association for 
Church Renewal. 

an October meeting of the group 
and cites strategies proposed or 
adopted in denominations such 
as the Episcopal Church and the 
American Baptist Churches, 
among others. 

Personnel moves 

Carol Mason began in 
December as coordinator of the 
General Board's Area 3 
(Southeast) Congregational Life 

Team. Mason is a former General 
Board employee and mission 
worker who served as co-founder 

and director of the Ekklesiyar 
Yan'uwa a Nigeria (Church of the 
Brethren in Nigeria) Technical 
School. Since that time she has 
taught public school, directed 
congregational volunteer min
istries, and served as moderator 
of Oregon/Washington District. 
She planned to move from 
Centralia, Wash., to the northern 
region of Area 3 in January. 

The letter warns US Christians 
against "third way" proposals 
regarding sexuality. According 
to the association, the letter 
decries "a new strategy to win 
the church's affirmation of 
homosexual acts" through pro
cedural devices. 

The letter was issued following 

The full text of the letter and a 
list of signatories can be found 
at www.ird-renew.org/acr. 

The BRF held its annual 
General Meeting this past 
September in North Canton, 
Ohio. Charles L. llyes and David 
Wenger were approved as new 
members of the BRF Committee, 
and Carl L. Brubaker was called 
to another five-year term. About 
60 people from 28 congrega
tions in eight districts attended 
the event. 

UPCOMINGEVENTS 

Jan. 29-Feb. 17 
Brethren Volunteer 
Service orientation 
unit 268, Gotha, Fla. 

Jan. 29-Feb. 3 
Council of District 
Executives winter 
meeting/professional 
growth, Daytona Beach 
Shores, Fla. 

Feb. 10-12 Gather 
'Round curriculum 
training event, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Feb. 24-26 Together: 
Conversations on 
Being the Church 
training event, New 
Windsor, Md. 

March 5 Brethren 
Press spring curricu
lum quarter begins 

March 10-12 Eastern 
Regional Youth 
Conference, 
Elizabethtown (Pa.) 
College 

March 11-13 General 
Board meeting, New 
Windsor, Md. 

March 12 One Great 
Hour of Sharing 
offering emphasis 

March 20-24 Brethren 
Volunteer Service 
volunteer retreat, 
Newark, Ill._ 

March 24-26 
Association of 
Brethren Caregivers 
board meeting, Elgin, 
Ill.; Bethany 
Theological Seminary 
board meeting, 
Richmond, Ind. 
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NEWS 
From left, Scott Holland, Stanley J. Noffsinger, Merv 
Keeney, Gerard Guiton (Religious Society of Friends
Australia), Rudy Pantov (Indonesian Friends Church), 

Darryl Sankey (Church of the Brethren India), and 
Donald E. Miller converse at a Historic Peace 

Churches planning meeting in Indonesia . 

Historic Peace Churches 
plan Asia peace consultation 
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Fourteen members of the Historic Peace ~ 
cii 

Churches (Church of the Brethren, Quakers, 0 

and Mennonites) met in Indonesia Dec. 5-9 
to consider holding an Asian peace consul
tation in 2007. Participants in the meeting 
came from Indonesia, India, Japan, 
Australia, and the United States. 

Representing the Church of the Brethren 
were Scott Holland of Bethany Theological 
Seminary; Donald E. Miller, Asian consul
tation convener; Mervin Keeney, executive 
director of Global Mission Partnerships for 
the Church of the Brethren General Board; 
Stanley Noffsinger, general secretary of 
the Church of the Brethren General Board; 
and Darryl R. Sankey of the Church of the 
Brethren in India. 

Following the launch of an international 
Decade to Overcome Violence by the World 

OFFERING HOPE: 

Council of Churches (WCC), an invitation 
came from the WCC Central Committee in 
1999 for the Historic Peace Churches to 
share their insights and experience with the 
wider Christian church, as a component of 
the Decade to Overcome Violence. An 
Asian conference would be the third such 
international Historic Peace Church confer
ence responding to this invitation. 

The proposed Asian consultation would 
follow two previous international Historic 
Peace Churches meetings. In 2001, a con
sultation was held in Switzerland focusing 
on "Peace in a Globalized World." A sec-

The Church's Role with Mental Illness 
Health Promotion Sunday, May 21 - Sponsored by Voice Ministry of ABC 

The Nation's Voice on Mental Illness (NAMI) states that one 
in four families in the United States lives with mental illness. 
One church of 50 families noted that 15 of its families were 
experiencing mental illness. Many times families living with 
mental or emotional illnesses are unable to express their pain, 
sorrow and spiritual needs because churches sometimes perpet
uate the stigmas associated with mental illness. Yet the church's 
message of God's hope, presence and love are important to 
recovery from any disease, including mental illness 

Honor the Health Promotion Sunday theme this May 21. 
ABC's on-line resources can help churches begin an important 
conversations that offer hope, acceptance and love to people 
who are hurting. 

Association of 
Brethren Caregivers ~ Serving the caring ministries of the Church of the Brethren 
(847) 742-5100 www.brethren-caregivers .org 
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ond meeting took place in Nairobi, Kenya, 
in 2004 with emphasis on "Making Peace 
Theology Relevant to the Conflicts in 
Africa." The Indonesian planning meeting 
considered a consultation for Asian 
churches, with a focus on peacemaking 
within interreligious communities. 

A new ad-hoc committee was appointed 
to carry forward the idea of an Asian con
ference. The committee is considering 
hosting the consultation in December 
2007. Information regarding this confer
ence and the previous events may be 
found at www.peacetheology.org. 
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ONCAMPUS 
Bridgewater College (Bridgewater, Va.) 

Bridgewater student Elizabeth Lamm of 
Cumberland, Md., has been awarded the 
John W. and Lurene M. Durna Endowed 
Scholarship. The $13,000 scholarship is 
given to those who intend to pursue a ca
reer in law for achieving superior aca
demic standards and maintaining good 
campus citizenship. 

Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, Pa.) 

Eleven Elizabethtown students recently 
sat in on oral arguments before the US 
Supreme Court and attended a 50-minute 
private meeting with Justice Antonin 
Scalia. Assistant professor of political 
science April Kelly-Woessner requested 
the meeting through the office of Sen. 
Arlen Specter (R-PA), chairman of the 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary. 

Juniata College (Huntingdon, Pa.) 

Juniata will join a new, yet-to-be-named Di
vision Ill athletics conference for all sports 
other than football beginning in fall 2007. 
Seven other schools, including Catholic 
University, Susquehanna University, and 
Moravian College, will also participate. The 
football program's shift to the Centennial 
Conference had been announced earlier. 

University of La Verne (La Verne, Calif.) 

Professor of religion Jonathan L. Reed ap
peared on ABC's "Good Morning America," 
Dec. 7 to discuss his significant involvement 
in the National Geographic Channel's "Sci
ence of the Bible" series. The six-part series 
used archaeology to illuminate the world of 
Jesus and the first Christians. Church of the 
Brethren member Graydon Snyder also par
t icipated in one of the episodes. 

Manchester College (North Manchester, Ind.) 

Residents of the college's Garver Hall 
held a second annual "penny war" in De
cember to help bring a merry Christmas 
to needy families. Each wing of the hall 
received points for larger coins and bills 
and lost points for pennies collected dur
ing the two-week challenge. They raised 
a total of $1,525.66, which was donated 
to the local American Legion Auxiliary. 

McPherson College (McPherson, Kan.) 

Recipients of the 2006 Presidential Scholar
ship for incoming freshmen were an
nounced in December, following a compe
tition held Nov. 12. Those selected were: 
Clinton Schneider, Hillsboro, Kan.; Ashley 
Jost, Hesston, Kan.; Kristin Fisher, Saint 
John, Kan.; Eva Spare, Assaria, Kan.; 
Bryanna King, Gallup, N.M.; Carley Sharp, 
Chanute, Kan.; Rebecca Grosbach, Enders, 
Neb.; Kelsey Pihl, Lindsborg, Kan.; Shaylin 
King, Wichita, Kan.; Rachael Vann, Wichita, 
Kan.; Kiley Loesch, Raymond, Kan.; Can
dice Combs, Warr Acres, Okla.; and 
Cameron Snell, McFarland, Calif. 

YOUTHLIFE 

C.0.lorado: Youth from Church of the Brethren and Mennonite churches in Colorado 

gathered in Denver Dec. 2-3 for a peace event called "Pizza and Justice: Considering 

Conscientious Objection." Erin Durban of the American Friends Service Committee 

described current requirements for military registration, prompting questions and discus

sion about potential for a military draft. The draft was simulated by a lottery system

those whose birthdays were randomly assigned lower numbers were given clean-up 

chores. The weekend also included Bible study, worship, watching the movie Good 

Morning, Vietnam, discussion of Christian Peacemaker Teams and risk-taking, ideas for 

creative peacemaking, and a peace quiz. Mennonite Urban Ministries sponsored the event. 

Regional conferences fill spring schedule 

Regional Youth Conference season is fast approaching once again, with week
end events planned at four of the Brethren colleges this spring in advance of 
National Youth Conference in July. The following conferences are scheduled 
for senior high youth in the months ahead (Western Regional Youth 
Conference is held only once every four years; it is next scheduled for 2008): 

• Eastern Regional Youth Conference: March 10-12, Elizabethtown (Pa.) 
College, for youth in the four Pennsylvania/Northeast districts. Speaker is Valerie 
Tutson, a storyteller from Rhode Island who emphasizes African traditions and is 
known for her retelling of Bible stories. The theme is "Let's Go M.A.D. (Making a 
Difference)," based on 1 Peter 3:15. A website is set up at www.eryccob.org. 

• Plains Regional Youth Conference: March 31-April 2, McPherson (Kan.) 
College, for youth in the three Plains districts and Missouri/Arkansas. Keynote 
speakers will be the three National Youth Conference (NYC) coordinators, 
Cindy Laprade, Beth Rhodes, and Emily Tyler, using the NYC theme "Come 
and See." Seth Hendricks will provide music leadership. A team of college 
and high school students is working w ith staff to plan the weekend. 

• Roundtable Regional Youth Conference: March 31-April 2, 
Bridgewater (Va .) College, for youth in the Mid-Atlantic region and Southeast. 
MESSENGER editor Walt Wiltschek will be keynote speaker for the weekend, 
on the theme, "Shine!," based on 1 Peter 3:15. The Covenant Players will pro
vide Friday evening entertainment, and worship music will be led by the 
Bridgewater College Praise Band. Numerous workshops are planned . More 
details are at www.bridgewater.edu/orgs/iyc/. 

• Midwest Regional Youth Conference: April 29-30, Manchester College, 
North Manchester, Ind., for youth in the Midwest, from Ohio to Wisconsin. General 
Board Youth/Young Adult Ministry director Chris Douglas will be the keynote 
speaker on the NYC theme, "Come and See." The weekend will feature three wor
ship celebrations, workshops, and a coffeehouse. District youth cabinets will meet 
Friday evening, April 28, for leadership development and conference preparation. 
Details are at www.manchester.edu/OCNChurch/RegionalYouthConference.htm. 
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MEDIAREVIEW 

1 King Kong': Love towers over death 
""\ 1 ~en I officiate at a funeral, I read from John V V ;4:1-8, Ecclesiastes 3, Romans 8:31-36 and 
14:7-9, and Psalm 90-but I also include a verse from 
the least likely book to provide a funereal passage: 
the Song of Songs. That's because Song of Songs 8:6 
reads, "Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon 

your arm; for love is strong as 
death, passion fierce as the grave." 

Love is strong as death. It's what 
we need to hear at times of loss. 
Having performed hundreds of 
funerals, I've learned that whether 
we are saying good-bye to an infant 
who has barely taken a breath or 
two or a spouse of more than 70 
years, it's never enough time. And 
we need to know that love, God's 

love, is stronger than death. 
I mention all this because I'm trying to figure out why 

the story of King Kong has always affected me so deeply. 
As a child I was impressed by the old black-and-white 
version, alarmed and aghast when the giant ape finally 
fell. But I'm even more puzzled why Peter Jackson's new 
version of King Kong left me weeping uncontrollably. 

Possibly it's because I'm turning into an old softie. I 
think it's more likely, however, that it's because this 
movie is filled with priceless moments that transcend 
what could have been simply an action-adventure film: 
like the peace and tranquility the ape experiences on the 
ice in a frozen Central Park, as beautiful and natural as 
anything that I've seen on screen. 

I am certain the magic of this movie has little to do with 
state-of-the-art computer graphics and special effects, as 
magnificent as they are. Jackson brings the same prize
winning team he assembled in New Zealand to create the 
Lord of the Rings film trilogy, and their work is masterful. 
And the movie itself is well cast from top to bottom. 
Those who play small parts seem to bring as much to 
their roles as stars such as Jack Black (who proves once 
more my contention that it's easier for a funny guy to be 
dramatic than a serious actor to be funny). As for Naomi 
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WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING 

"At times glorious and ultra-thrilling, at times 
almost icky sweet.,, -Bob Longino, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

"In his gargantuan, mightily entertai!1ing 
remake, King Kong, Peter Jackson tries to pay 
homage to the original even as he labors to 
SUrpaSS it." -A.O. Scott, New York Times 

Watts, there are simply no words to describe the depth 
and believability of her part. But in recent years we have 
learned that graphics and verisimilitude are nothing if 
there is no heart in a film. 

There's a heart in this film. I think part of it comes from 
the recognition of the abyss that separates us from the 
creatures who share this wonderful world with us. It's 
possible for us to have some limited understanding. My 
beagle and I speak pretty clearly to each other, especially 
when the conversation is centered on dinner, treats, tak
ing a walk, leather chews, sharing my lunch, and sitting 
together during "Monday Night Football." But there are 
other times we do not communicate as clearly as either 
of us would like. This abyss is bridged only in fits and 
starts; when that happens, Eden is restored, if only for a 
few minutes. There's Eden in this film, though-like our 
world-it never lasts. 

I live out in the country, and I've come to appreciate 
that some of the poignant beauty of God's natural uni
verse lies in the fact that, for the most part, it's life or 
death out there, all the time. We humans make the situa
tion worse when we assume that creation exists not just 
for our benefit, but for our exploitation. This lack of 
respect for God's great work has been more or less 
endemic through much of human history, and is enjoying 
a bit of a comeback now. 

That brings me back to my original thought: If death is 
indeed woven through nature and throughout our rela
tionships, if we can't escape the darkness of an ending as 
the inevitable result of our bright beginnings, then we, 
like scripture, can affirm at least that love is strong as 
death, that love endures even after knowledge, prophecy, 
and tongues cease, and that whether we live or whether 
we die, we are the Lord's. Like this film, this is pretty 
powerful stuff, and enduring as well. li! 
Frank Ramirez is pastor of Everett (Pa.) Church of the Brethren. 



Deacon/Caregiver Ministry Training Events 
The Association of Brethren Caregivers will hold three deacon/ 

caregiver ministry training events this spring in Pennsylvania, 
Indiana and Florida. Each of the deacon ministry training events will 

follow the theme of "Healing Balm." Each event also will feature Bible study, 
keynote presentations, multiple workshops and worship. Workshops will address 
issues such as deacon roles and functions, care circles, love feast, resolving conflict, 
advance directives and being a healing presence. 

Members of the Deacon Ministry cabinet are helping to plan the one-day 
training opportunities. Cost will be $15 per person. Registration materials are 
available at ABC's website , www.brethren-caregivers.org. 

Sign up for one of these three Deacon Ministry Training Events 
April 8 - The Palms of Sebring, Sebring, Fla. - 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

April 22 - Timbercrest Senior Living, North Manchester, Ind. - 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
May 20 - The Brethren Home Community, New Oxford, Pa. - 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Nursing Scholarships 
In 2005, the Association of Brethren Caregivers awarded 
$22,000 in scholarships to nurses in established nursing 
programs and is now seeking candidates for its 2006 
scholarship program. Candidates must be members of 
the Church of the Brethren and accepted into a LPN, RN 
or nursing graduate program. More information abou~ 
eligibility and application forms are available from the 
Association of Brethren Caregivers at www.brethren
caregivers.org. Applications submitted by April 1 will 
be considered for the Fall 2006 academic year. 

" According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics published in the Fcbniary 20().I 
Monthly Labor Review. 
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Peace is key for church 

The December 2005 issue of MESSENGER 
asked if the Church of the Brethren is a 
peace church. Today Christian Peacemaker 
Teams (CPT) are in Iraq, putting their lives on 
the line for what they strongly believe. Tom 
Fox of northern Virginia is among them. 

I grew up a Quaker and many times 
shared my unpopular, heartfelt beliefs 
with others. I faced my New York draft 
board and shared my antiwar concerns in 
Scarsdale High School. Demonstrations 
and letters expressing concern have been 
a voice to the peace testimony in my life 
(especially true of Vietnam). My concern 
for peace in the world runs deep. My late 
mother was a strong peace person. 

Recently joining the Church of the 
Brethren, I wanted a church with a peace 
testimony as strong as the Quakers. I hope 
the Church of the Brethren will continue to 
support me in my concerns for peace. 

Being a peace church should continue to 
be a topic in the MESSENGER. The Church of 
the Brethren should also support the 
peacemakers in Iraq, who say, "Peace is 
so important I will die for it." 

Lincoln Cory 
Vienna, Va. 

Follow pacifism, not passivism 

Be a pacifist, not a passivist. The problem 
that many people have with pacifism is 
that they confuse it with passivism. Jesus 
did not call us to do nothing. 

Many translators have rendered Matthew 
5:39 as saying, "Do not resist evil." The 
word translated as resist is actual a term 
for a military technique wherein the two 

sides would march towards each other 
until they met. What Jesus was trying to 
get across was do not resist evil with vio
lence-that is, do not resist evil with evil. 

Jesus goes on to offer alternatives. Saying 
"Turn the other cheek" is read_ as the sugges-

The opinions expressed in "Letters" are not necessarily 

those of MESSENGER. Readers should receive them in the 

same way as when differing views are expressed in face

to-face conversation. 

Letters should be brief, clear, and respectful of the 

opinions of others, with strong differences handled in the 

spirit of Matthew 18. Preference is given to letters that 

respond directly to items in MESSENGER. Anonymous let

ters will not be considered. 

Send letters to MESSENGER, Attn: Letters, 1451 Dundee 

Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or messenger@brethren.org. Please 

include hometown and phone number. 



So be active in 
working for peace. 
Be a prophetic voice, 
but don't wait for war. 
Respond to Christ's 
call and prove true that 
''the Kingdom of God 
is among you" 

tion to be a doormat, but Jesus was telling 
people to force the enemy to see you as an 
equal by forcing the person who had slapped 
you with the back of the hand to slap with 
you with the front-switching from the back 
hand, which conveys a lower status, to the 
front hand, which is used for equals. 

Jesus' command to give the man who 
sues you for your cloak your tunic as well is 
a way to embarrass the one suing you. By 
removing what would have been the last 
remaining article of clothing, unlike today, 
the person who saw the nakedness would 
be ashamed rather than the naked person. 

Walking the extra mile for a soldier 
means that you get him in trouble with his 
commanding officer. The Romans had a 
rule that people could only be conscripted 
to walk one mile. Continuing to walk with 
the pack is not only kind, but puts the sol
dier in the awkward position of begging a 
conscript to stop helping him. 

Brethren Volunteer Service is on the front 
lines of pacifism. By giving to others and sac
rificing of ourselves we begin a positive cycle. 
We reap what we sow. Rather than feeling 
the response to oppression and poverty, we 
feel the response to kindness and a helping 
hand. Fair Trade groups also play an impor
tant part in bringing the fairness and justice of 
the kingdom of God to our world today. 
Those who are satisfied and comfortable are 
far less likely to strike out against others. 

Many of the policies of our country lead 
to ill will towards us. The solution to that 
problem is not to act in violence to stop 
those who have righteous indignation, but 
to change our policies to be righteous. 

So be active in working for peace. Yes, 
protest against war when it comes around. 
Be a prophetic voice, but don't wait for 
war. Respond to Christ's call and prove 
true that "the Kingdom of God is among 
you" (Luke 17:21). 

Joseph Tolton 
Midland, Michigan 
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"I'm learning to discern 
how God is working in 
my life, the lives of 
those around me, and 
in the world. It has 
been a rich semester in 
so many ways." 

Lana Miller 
first-year student 

TRAVEL WITH TOURMAGINATION 
TO EXPLORE THE WORLD 

2006TOURS 
EXPERIENCING JAMAICA, its CULTURE and PEOPLE 

(January 14-21 ) 

AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND (February 3-23) 

VIETNAM (February 9-26) 

MEXICO (March 10-18) 

PARAGUAY, BOLIVIA and PERU 
(March 21 - April 6) 

LUTHERAN HOLY LAND TOUR (April 19-29) 

MOSCOW, SIBERIA and ST. PETERSBURG 
(May 26 - June 9) 

ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 7-19) 

EXPERIENCING the BIBLE in ISRAEL (June 21 - July l ) 

WEST PRUSSIAN MENNONITE HERITAGE 
(June 25 · July 5) 

ENGLAND and SCOTLAND (June 28 · July l 0) 

EUROPEAN HERITAGE (July 5-20) 

CANADIAN MARITIME PROVINCES (August 5-14) 

SEVEN CHURCHES of REVELATION 
(September 15-26) 

IRELAND (September 22 - October 3) 

CHINA (October 9-25) 

INDONESIA and SINGAPORE (November 8-26) 

2007TOURS 
CHURCHES and SAFARIS in KENYA and TANZANIA 

(February 11-22) 

PARAGUAY SERVICE TOUR (March 22 - April 5) 

"Building bridges among Mennonites and other Christians 
around the world through custom-designed travel." 

CALL 1-800-565-0451 
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR 

E-MAIL: office@tourmagination.com 
WEB: www.tourmagination.com 

9 Willow Street 
Waterloo, ON N2J 1 V6 Canada 
Reg. #1567 624 

1011 (athill Road 
Se llersville, PA 18960-1315 

USA 
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LETTERS 

~Tune to 
Lie Fallow 
Using scripture, prayer and 

reflections, Sandra L. Bosserman 

encourages us to take time for 

rest and renewal this Lent. 

A time to replenish our souls 

as we await redemption 

through Christ's resurrection. 

Thank you for disability focus 

Thank you for the November edition of the 
MESSENGER and its concentration on persons 
of disability. I found each article relevant, 
insightfu l, and hopeful. "Hospitality, 
Andrew style" was my personal favorite. 

We are blessed to be parents of a special 
needs son of 8. Beyond the healthy disci
pline of an orderly, structured routine at 
home and school, we are challenged to 
open our minds daily to the spiritual truths 
often seen so clearly by those who have a 
keener grasp of the mind of Christ. The 
voice of God can be discerned from the 
Scripture, from a fellow believer, and from 
a child with an earnest faith. 

For this reason I am both my son's 
teacher and his student. He does not know 
this. I marvel at the wisdom of a Holy God 
who blessed us so richly with possibilities 
for growth in areas where we were blind to 
our need. Contact Brethren Press to order 

copies for yourself, your small 

group or your congregatton. 

# 8739 $2.00 

Brethren Press fr 
145 1 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120-1694 

phone 800-441-3712 fax 800-667-8188 
www.brethrenpress.com 

Thank you for sharing the insights of 
your writers. I will add these to my own 
reflections of our personal spiritual journey 
and keep you informed of the progress! 

Jeanne Pepper 
Manheim, Pa. 

CLASSIFIEDADS 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE ASSISTANT: The Annual Conference office of the Church of 
the Brethren is seeking applicants for this full-time, salaried position in New Windsor, 
Maryland. The preferred candidate will have a strong background in office manage
ment, directing volunteers or small groups of people, and exceptional customer serv
ice. Responsibilities will include the daily administration of the conference office, 
supervision of any part-time employees, coordination of events for conference, and 
creation, editing, and shipping of conference materials. Some travel is required . 
Position start date is June 5, 2006; application deadline is March 31 . Candidates 
should send a cover letter and resume to: Office of Human Resources, 1451 Dundee 
Ave., Elgin, IL 60120, or request information from mgarrison _gb@brethren.org. 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF EMERGENCY RESPONSE: This newly created, full
time, salaried position will provide coordination of the Church of the Brethren 
response to human needs in the United States. Located in New Windsor, Maryland, 
this individual will be responsible for engaging church members in the activities of 
the Emergency Response program, working with volunteers, supervision of project 
sites, new program development, and assuring quality building standards. 
Experience in construction, volunteer management, training, and organizational 
communications is expected . An understanding or willingness to learn about the 
impact of trauma on children is also expected. The work will require physical labor 
at times and routine travel. Deadline for application is February 28, 2006. 
Candidates should send a cover letter and resume to: Office of Human Resources, 
1451 Dundee Ave ., Elgin, IL 60120, or request information from 
mgarrison _gb@brethren.org 

DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES: The Church of the Brethren General Board 
has opened a search for candidates with human resources management experience. 
This full-time position is located in Elgin, 111., and is responsible for personnel poli
cies, compliance issues, recruitment and selection of staff, and salary and benefit 
administration for the employees of the General Board. A bachelor's degree, com
puter skills that include experience with HRIS software, ability to articulate well with 
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all levels of management and personnel, and minimum of 5 years in a generalist 
human resources position is required, with PHR or SPHR certification preferred. Prior 
work with a not-for-profit or church organization is beneficial. Deadline for applica
tion is March 10, 2006; position available in June 2006. Candidates shou ld send a 
cover letter and resume to: Office of Human Resources, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 
60120, or request information from mgarrison _gb@brethren.org 

Connecting Families (CF) invites parents and friends of gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
and transgendered (GLBT) persons to share in our faith journeys as we support our 
GLBT friends and family members. CF was begun by Brethren and Mennonite fam
ilies but has grown to include persons of all faiths. Expect a confidential and sup
portive weekend, April 21-23, at the Antiochian Village retreat center near 
Ligonier, Pa. For more information, registration materials, and costs, contact Dick 
and June Blauch, 717-865-4711 or junedick@paonline.com before March 15, 
2006. 

Worship with us in Northern Virginia. Do you know of someone living in, 
moving to, or visiting the Virginia suburbs of Washington, D.C.?-The people of the 
Oakton Church of the Brethren warmly invite everyone to join us Sunday mornings 
for church school at 9:45 a.m. and worship at 11 a.m. Contact the church office at 
703-281-4411, e-mail office@oaktonbrethren.org, or visit the church website at 
www.oaktonbrethren.org for more information. 

"Travel with a Purpose" in 2006 with MYW Tours. Tour adventures include: 
Hawaii 4-lsland Cruise - February 23-March 6; Mid-Atlantic Flowers & Plantations 
- March 22-29; Alaska & Yukon Tour/Cruise - June 10-24; Iceland Circle Tour - July 
13-22; Maritime Provinces of Canada -September 5-16; Peaks, Parks, & Canyons -
September 20-0ctober 7; Australia & New Zealand - October 17-November 11 . 
Enjoy the fun and fellowship of Anabaptist travelers. Ask for 2006 tour brochure 
and complete itineraries: MYW Tours, Box 425, Landisville, PA 17538. 717-653-
1111 or 800-296-1991 or www.mywtours.com. 



LETTERS 
Tradition doesn't equal truth any recorded saying of Jesus on this 

I heartily agree with Olden D. Mitchell 
[December 2005 Letters]. Love takes 
precedence over all else in our relation
ships with others. 

However, I would like to comment on 
one sentence in his letter: "Of course, we 
al l know that Jesus said nothing about 
this 'sin,' (homosexuality) and Paul had 
very little to say about it." 

"sin" does not mean that he was silent on 
it. It just means that 30 to 70 years after 
his crucifixion, when the Gospel accounts 
were written, it was not a controversial 
matter. The "tradition" in that time for this 
"sin" was death by stoning. 

many sincere Christians today have a 
hard time discerning the difference 
between tradition and truth, so they end 
up on the side of tradition and assume 
that it is the truth. 

We need always to remain open to new 
truth, because as Paul put it so well in 1 
Corinthians 13:12, "Now I know in part." 
Our knowledge is not complete. 

I believe that just because we don't have 

In the spirit of Jesus, it is hard for me to 
believe he would not have been against 
this "tradition" and that he would have 
spoken out against it. We need to realize 
that tradition is not always the truth. Too 

Dick Foust 
New Lebanon, Oh io 

TURNING POINTS -
Please send information to be includ
ed in Turning Points to Jean 
Clements, 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin, 
IL 60 120; 800-323-8039 ext. 206; 
jclements_gb@brethren.org. Infor
mation must be complete in order to 
be published. Information older than 
one year cannot be published. 

New Members 
Bridgewater, Va.: Patricia Colli ns, 

Galen Craun, Susan Craun, 
Chuck Horn , Jill Horn, Phyllis 
Wine, Nikki May, Alton 
McDaniel, Lucille McDaniel, 
Martin Spangler, Mary Lee 
Spangler 

Bush Creek, Monrovia, Md.: Amy 
Beekley, Emma Burke, Randall 
Toms, Sandra Toms, Tina 
Thews, Dean Thews 

Chiques, Manheim, Pa.: Chad 
Zellers, Brittany Polynone, 
Wayne Sheltry, Cody Shenk, 
Carri e Fitzkee 

Coventry, Pottstown, Pa.: Abigail 
Batdorf, Alicia Brown, Marielle 
Derstine, Michael Egolf, Philip 
Graybill, Joshua Heltzel, Kelly 
Ku lp, Melanie McKee, Melanie 
Snyder, Sara Jane Snyder, 
Andrew Snyder, Hilary 
Hartman , Mark Memoli 

Dixon, Ill.: Roger Dickson, 
Tuesday Dickson 

Donnels Creek, Springfield, Ohio: 
Gary Jenkins, Debi Jenkins, 
Donald Hall, Sally Hall 

Douglas Park, Chicago, Ill.: 
Myrtle Pulaski 

Hickory Grove, Dunkirk, Ind .: 
Melvin Hilty, Lana Hilty, Brad 
Klarer, Manie Jo Klarer, Genny 
Croyle, Lee Williams, Stacy 
Richardson, Annett Wright 

Huntsdale, Carlisle, Pa.: William 
Carl Sheaffer, Renee Leiby, 
Megan Leiby, Morgan Stamy, 
Tim Sheaffer, Edward Chastain, 
Bonita Chastain, Misty Chastain 

Lick Creek, Bryan, Ohio : Wilma 
Harding, Kate Harding, Robert 
Harding, Jean Harvey, Tori 
Suffel, Travis Oxley 

Locust Grove, Johnstown, Pa .: 
Tyler Bloom, Bill Casteel, Vicky 
Casteel, Katelyn Emigh, Jessica 
Fyock, Sydney Hamilton, Tyler 
Haupt, Jeff Irwin, Jen Lauffer, 
Paul Lauffer, Jr. , Debbie Miller, 

Don Miller, Donna Miller, 
Andrea Peruso, John Peruso, 
Stacy Peruso, Vanessa Sheehan 

Lower Claar, Claysburg, Pa.: Allen 
Sell , Veronica Sell 

Mountville, Pa.: Steve Child, Renee 
Child, Daryl Strine, Karen Strine 

Peach Blossom, Easton, Md.: Pam 
Fluharty 

Pittsburgh, Pa.: Samantha Koska, 
Rayajah Kelly 

Sebring, Fla. : Jenny Cheek, Ruth 
Dunham, Gerturde Gleason, 
Luke Mumma, Emily Mumma, 
Howard Schenck, Jerry 
Warwin, Mary Wolf, Walter 
Ross, Linda Ross 

South Waterloo, Waterloo, Iowa: 
Ralph Leymaster 

Tyrone, Pa.: Shelby Luke, Aaron 
Delay, Sarah Bonsell, Mike 
Ruby, Joyce Ruby, Helen 
Jackson, Donnalrene McKinley, 
Marion Miller, Ken Johnson, 
Sherrie Johnson, Tasha 
Johnson, Jon Grindall, Michele 
Lunger, Helen Harpster, 
Russell Reese, Diane Reese 

Welty, Smithsburg, Md.: Dianne 
E. Simmers 

Wedding 
Anniversaries 
Beckner, Gray and Peggy, 

Winston-Salem, N.C., 50 
Berger, Lowell and Audrey, 

Sebring, Fla. , 60 
Bock, Joseph and Joyce, 

Waynesboro, Pa. , 55 
Boll, Paul and Carol, Sebring, Fla ., 

50 
Dettra, John and Mary, McLean, 

Va., 50 
Good, Charles and Florence, 

Waynesboro, Pa., 60 
Hoover, Charles and Elizabeth, 

Sebring, Fla., 60 
Kagarise, Dean and Janet, 

Milfo rd, Ind. , 50 
Layman, Orland, Jr. and Sandra, 

Sebring, Fla., 50 
Muck, Charles and Mary, 

Fayetteville, Pa., 65 
Nelson, Gerald and Rosella, 

Sebring, Fla., 65 
Sattazahn, Ray and Betty, 

Sebring, Fla., 50 
Smith, Llewellyn and Mary, 

Waynesboro, Pa. , 55 

Smith, Sanford and Jean, Sebring, 
Fla., 50 

Williard, Robert and Ann, 
Winston-Salem, N.C., 50 

Wolfe, Paul and Sarah, La Porte, 
Ind ., 65 

Zuver, Don and Pauline, Sebring, 
Fla. , 55 

Deaths 
Abshire, William R. , 88, Roanoke, 

Va ., June 10 
Argabright, William V. , 85, 

Topeka, Kan., Nov. 7 
Barron, Thelma, 92, Johnstown, 

Pa ., Sept. 22 
Baxter, Hazel, 90, Defiance, Ohio, 

Nov. 19 
Becker, Paul, 87, Sebring, Fla. , 

Nov. 1 
Bell, Lloyd, 88, Palmyra, Pa., Oct. 

24 
Berkebile, Albert, 83 , Johnstown, 

Pa ., Sept. 14 
Brewer, Robert Edward, 88, 

Clemmons, N .C., Dec. 6 
Crews, Mary, 73 , Winston-Salem, 

N.C., Nov. 22 
Deaton, John, 80, Eaton, Ohio, 

Sept. 17 
Dick, Donald, 87, Roaring Spring, 

Pa., Nov. 14 
Dilling, Kenneth G., 75 , Carmel, 

Ind. , Oct. 14 
Eikenberry, Claudete Fay (former 

ly known as William J.), 67, 
Springfield, Ore., Nov. 4 

Fyock, Barry, 71 , Johnstown, Pa. , 
Nov. 7 

Ginder, Robert, 67, 
Elizabethtown, Pa., Oct. 26 

Groff, Della Edna Lam, 93 , 
Springfield, Ore., Nov. 7 

Halterman, Rita, 78, Linvil le, Va. , 
Nov. 16 

Hardwick, Barbara Jean, 76, 
Hartford City, Ind ., Nov. 14 

Harwick, Thelma Pifer, 8 7, 
Adrian, Mich., Oct. 13 

Heatwole, Paul W, 65, 
Harrisonburg, Va. , Nov. 14 

Helbig, Pauline, 83, Windber, Pa ., 
Oct. 3 

Helman, Patricia Kennedy, 80, 
North Manchester, Ind., Oct. 28 

Hines, Eugene, 8 1, Monticello, 
Ind., Aug. 24 

Holler, George W., 91, Topeka, 
Kan ., Nov. 1 

Johns, Albert Louis, 64, Fall 

Creek, Ore. , Oct. 18 
Joseph, Doritha, 83, Sebring, Fla., 

Oct. 2 
Kinard, Helen J. Halterman Wolfe, 

87, Mount Pleasant, Pa. , Nov. 6 
Lora, Charles W. , 82, Pandora, 

Ohio, Dec. 8 
McKinstry, Frank R. , 8 1, Sebring, 

Fla., Sept. 18 
McMullen, Irene L., 82, 

Harrisonburg, Va. , Nov. 9 
Moyer, Helen, 69, Mechanicsburg, 

Pa., Oct. 20 
Naylor, Theodore, 90, Adrian, 

Mich. , Sept. 29 
Poth , Iva, 95, Bryan, Ohio, Dec. 2 
Rogers, Mary, 74, Johnstown, Pa. , 

Oct. 15 
ShiAett, John B., 90, Stephens 

City, Va ., Dec. 3 
Shives, Roy Edmund, 95, 

Hagerstown, Md., Nov. 6 
Shock, Donald M., 76, 

Mooresville, Ind., Nov. 10 
Shockey, Colleen I., 77, Quincy, 

Pa., March 2, 2005 
Smith, Clyde D ., 87, New 

Enterprise, Pa. , Nov. 20 
Snyder, William, 79, Sebring, Fla. , 

Aug. 2 
Snyder, William E. , 73 , Grantham, 

Pa. , Oct. 22 
Spear, Ruth, 79, Monticello, Ind ., 

Sept. 16 
Stough, Ed ith C., 83, Seven 

Valleys, Pa ., Nov. 11 
Strayer, Ruth, 100, Akron , Ohio, 

March 15, 2005 
Studebaker, Larry, 5 7, Tipp City, 

Ohio, Nov. 15 
Swingle, Ralph N. , 87, Fort 

McCoy, Fla ., Oct. 27 
Toms, John C ., 8 1, Quincy, Pa. , 

Nov. 9 
Vest, Leona, 84, Ludlow Falls, 

Ohio, Nov. 10 
Waechter, Inez, 86, South 

Pasadena, Fla ., Nov. 22 
Wilson, Helen Hausenfluck, 90, 

Arlington, Va ., Nov. 18 
Wissinger, Richard E. , 70, 

Windber, Pa ., Nov. 24 
Wonders, Garnet, 85, York, Pa. , 

Sept. 12 
Zapata, Rodrigo, 67, Buena Park, 

Calif. , Sept. 15 
Zehner, Arthur, 74, Monticello, 

Ind. , Feb. 24, 2005 
Zuck, Nevin H., Sr., 90, 

Lancaster, Pa. , Nov. 14 

Licensings 
Alexander, Maria Cristina, S/C 

Ind. Dist. (Anderson, Ind.) , 
Dec. 4 

Emmons, Timothy H., Virlina 
Dist. (Antioch, Rocky Mount, 
Va.) , Nov. 27 

Light, Samuel T., Virlina Dist. 
(Summerdean, Roanoke, Va.) , 
Nov. 27 

Markle, Brian R. , S . Pa. Dist. 
(Bermudian, East Berlin, Pa .), 
Sept. 4 

Pena, Joel, Atl. N.E. Dist. (Alpha 
& Omega, Lancaster, Pa.) , 
Nov. 13 

Rissler, Quentin, At!. N .E. Dist. 
(Blue Ball , Pa .), Nov. 20 

Whiteman, Nichole, At!. N.E. 
Dist. (Lampeter, Pa.), Nov. 27 

Ordinations 
Baynard, Wanda Joy, Mid-At!. 

Dist. (Peach Blossom, Easton, 
Md.), Nov. 27 

Carson, James H ., At!. N .E. Dist. 
(East Fairview, Manheim, Pa.) , 
Oct. 9 

Carter, Jay, S/ C Ind. Dist. 
(Pleasant Dale, Decatur, Ind.), 
Nov. 6 

Feathers, George E., Sr. , W. Pa. 
Dist. (Arbutus, Johnstown, Pa.) , 
Dec. 4 

Hoffman, Richard A. , Jr. , Atl. N.E. 
Dist. (Schuylkill , Big Dam, Pine 
Grove, Pa .), Nov. 6 

Risser, James K. , N . Plains Dist. 
(Lewiston, Minn.) , Nov. 20 

Rummel, Robert L., W. Pa. Dist. 
(Westmont, Johnstown, Pa.) , 
Nov. 20 -

Wray, Jeffery A., Virlina Dist. 
(Bethany, Boones Mill, Va.), 
Sept. 25 

Placements 
Pena, Joel, pastor, Alpha & 

Omega, Lancaster, Pa. , Oct. 1 
Rowsey, James H ., pastor, 

Richland, Mansfield, Ohio, 
Nov. 15 

Schuster, Jerome, team pastor, 
Greenwood, Cabool, Mo., Dec. 

Whipple, Charles D., pastor, 
Connellsville, Pa., Nov. 27 
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EDITORIAL 

Unlikely heroes 
A h, Olympics season, when athletes around the fl world come together in pursuit of gold. The 

winter edition of the quadrennial event occurs this 
month in Italy, and new sports heroes and heroines 
will be born upon the medals stand. 

Some arise from pure athletic prowess and determina
tion, like speed skaters Bonnie Blair and Dan Jansen or 
skier Picabo Street. The favorites, though, are often the 
ones who find unexpected fame: like the Jamaican bob

sled team, unorthodox British ski 
jumper Eddie "the Eagle" Edwards, 
or the beloved 1980 all-amateur US 
ice hockey team who beat the 
vaunted Soviets at Lake Placid. 

Edwards, wearing thick glasses, 
finished 56th out of 57 jumpers 
(No. 57 was disqualified). The 
Jamaicans spent significant time 
crashing in their 1988 debut and 
finished dead last. The American 
hockey squad, meanwhile, went on 
to win gold. More than their accom

plishments, or lack thereof, what endeared these athletes 

influenced mayors, governors, United Nations repre
sentatives, musicians, race-car drivers, and movie stars. 

A book published by Brethren Press in 2004 bears the 
title The Meanest Man in Patrick County and Other 
Unlikely Brethren Heroes. It is filled with stories of 
Brethren who made an unexpected impact. "You could 
call them unlikely Brethren heroes," the back cover 
says, "because each was just an ordinary person doing 
an extraordinary thing with uncommon conviction." 

It contains stories of well-known Brethren like M.R. 
Zigler and Alexander Mack Jr., as well as more obscure 
characters, such as angel-sighter Catharine Hummer or 
John Lewis, whose faith inspired Mark Twain. The title 
character, actually Cain Lackey of southern Virginia, 
turned from a feared brawler to an impassioned preacher, 
thanks to the fearless friendship of a Brethren minister. 

They, and others like them, build on a fine tradition. 
The Bible is filled with unlikely heroes, from Moses to 
Deborah to David to Jeremiah to Mary to Paul. 

In a world of movies and comic books starring larg
er-than-life superheroes, the biggest real-life differ
ences come through the day-to-day actions of dedicat
ed, ordinary people open to God's call. Those who 

to media and fans was their 
humanity. If they could make 
it, anyone could. With hard 
work, dedication, and a 
dream, anything was possible. 

That's what drove a I 
In a world of movies and comic books starring 
larger-than-life superheroes, the biggest real-life 
differences come through the day-to-day actions of 
dedicated, ordinary people open to God's call. 

Summer Olympics athlete, high jumper Dick Fosbury, 
who became famous for a unique jumping style 
dubbed the "Fosbury flop." He invented the technique 
because, as a teenager, he had trouble clearing the bar 
with the traditional style. 

In the book Life Lessons from America's Olympic 
Athletes, Fosbury reflects on the "flop": "Everybody 
just thought, it's good to look at, it's pretty funny and 
everything, but he'll never do anything." He ended up 
winning gold in 1968, and the technique remains pop
ular for jumpers today. "I didn't change my style," 
Fosbury said. "It changed inside me." 

Fosbury isn't alone. A remarkable number of things 
have occurred because something, some small spark, 
inside someone has changed. 

Just look at the Church of the Brethren, which even 
at its peak didn't come close to ranking among this 
country's largest denominations. From small Brethren 
beginnings came the start of world-changing organiza
tions like Church World Service, Heifer International, 
Brethren Volunteer Service, and SERRV. Brethren have 

spend their lives doing the work of Jesus in this way 
don't often get medals, and that may be for the best. 
But make no mistake-their efforts are golden. 

Returning to the sports world, writers Chuck 
Thompson and Jordan Rane, reviewing the greatest 
moments in World Series history, ranked as No. 1 Kirk 
Gibson's game-winning home run for the Dodgers in 
1988. Gibson, who could barely walk due to injury, 
hobbled to the plate as a ninth-inning pinch hitter and 
crushed a ball over the fence. He hobbled around the 
bases, pumping his fist. 

His limp, the authors said, served to "remind the 
nation that the most memorable moments in sports ... 
are defined by the unlikeliest of heroes." 

The same could be said of moments in many spheres 
of life. So when you're tempted to wring your hands over 
the current state and future of the church, instead, per
haps, let your voice ring with the hope of possibility. That 
person just down the pew may be the one with a divine 
spark inside, ready to launch something memorable. 
Maybe it's you. Unlikely, you say? You bet.-Ed. li! 

-
COMING NEXT MONTH: Brethren and postmodernism, holistic stewardship, the inspi- -
ration of poetry, Bible study on the book of 2 Chronicles, Kite Runner, and more. ~: 
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◄ 

nu 
TURNING HUNGER AROUND 

Regnuh is the campaign of National Youth Conference 

2006 to turn global hunger around . In a world where the 

supply of food is sufficient, Regnuh asks why 800 million 

people must undergo chronic hunger daily. Regnuh urges 

youth to put into practice the teachings of Jesus regard

ing the poor and oppressed. It encourages conferees 

to gather pledges for an NYC Regnuh Walk. It invites 

youth groups to tithe thei r NYC earnings for a special 

Global Food Crisis Fund offering. Regn uh stands to free 

people everywhere from the hopelessness of hunger. 

Regnuh calls youth and the whole church to help turn 

hunger around in this generation. If not now, when? 

NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE • GLOBAL FOOD CRISIS FUND 

Church of the Brethren General Board, 1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120 . 800 323-8039 




