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. L Making a difference in a world at war 
Forced to take up a gun to guard her village, this teenager is but 

one of many around the world who face daunting choices just to 

survive. Find out about Faith, and what Brethren are doing to 

help her and those like her in similar circumstances. 
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NOAC-a shot in the arm for Brethren 
Some claim it's like summer camp for grown-ups in the Church 

of the Brethren. Find out why many are saying this summer's 

National Older Adult Conference was the best one ever. 

Changing the climate with justice, mercy, and humility 
"In the name of justice and mercy, we must acknowledge that a 

changing climate is having devastating effects on others," say 

authors Sharon Yohn and Laura White. "We must speak up on 

behalf of the voiceless and help sound the call to action. " 

Baptism in once-troubled waters 
Find out how a baptism that nearly didn't happen led to 

fence-mending between two congregations following a 

decades-old feud over water rights. 
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FromthePublisher 

Question: How can the Church of the Brethren have 
record giving in 2015 and still be half a million dollars in the 
hole? Answer: When much of the giving is designated. 

The Brethren have been lavish in their response to the crisis in Nigeria. 
People have given generously because of the grim n_eeds there and because of 

WENDY MCFADDEN 
PUBLISHER 

the close connections between the church in the US 
and the church in Nigeria. The outpouring of love and 
support is heartfelt. 

But a significant portion of this giving has been 
diverted from regular support of the core ministries of 
the church, rather than being above and beyond. The 
trend so far this year is that more than half of congrega
tional giving is going to the Emergency Disaster Fund. 
This represents the biggest swing from core ministries 
to the EDF in many years, and maybe ever. 

This matters because the core ministries are most of 
the ministries of the church, and they are dependent 
on sustained giving, year in and year out. They include 
international mission, congregational life, Brethren 

Volunteer Service, workcamps, public witness, ministry, communications, 
Brethren Historical Library and Archives, and much more. The core ministries 
also provide the structure for special-purpose funds such as the Emergency Di
saster Fund, as well as so-called self-funded ministries such as Brethren Press 
and MESSENGER. 

(Admittedly, "core" is not an exciting term. Back when the church was 
referred to as the Brotherhood and the board was called the General Brother
hood Board, this fund was known as the Brotherhood Fund. There were good 
reasons to change the nomenclature, but we lost the warm, familial feel and 
have never found a comparable word. Maybe you can think of a better one.) 

Fortunately, there's still time to help make up the shortfall. And did you 
know that MESSENGER readers are the church's best donors? You give more 
than three times as much as non-subscribers. Last year you gave $1.3 million in 
individual gifts. Back in 2011, after the Haiti earthquake, that figure was an un
believable $1.8 million. On behalf of everyone who benefits from the ministries 
of the Church of the Brethren, thank you. 

P.S. It makes sense that there's a strong correlation between reading MESSENGER 
and being connected to the wider church. If you'd like to keep the magazine strong, 
please send a gift to ,>vWW.brethren.org/ messenger. After you've given to the Core 
Ministries Fund, of course! 
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Sara is a student at Carleton 
College in Northfield, Minn. 
Her baptism was conducted 
by Jerri Heiser Wenger and 
Lauren Seganos. 

Touching lives one at a time 

Congregations may have no idea what an impact their often understated witness 
may be having on the lives in their midst until someone tells them directly. That happened one 
Sunday in August, when Stone Church of the Brethren (Huntingdon, Pa.) held its anriual Camp Blue 

Diamond worship and picnic along the shores of Diamond Lake. Sara White, who was baptized that day, chose 
that moment to tell them just how much they have meant in her walk of faith. 

"Stone Church has long been a very important part of my life," she told those gathered at the lake that morning. 
"However, over the past few years, I have begun to more fully understand the role that it has played in shaping 
me. Particularly, I have learned more about the special position of the denomination globally, the importance of 
our focus on the life of Jesus, and the true gift of a community like ours. 

"I became more connected to the broader denomination through working here at Camp Blue Diamond and 
attending National Youth Conference. In these places I have seen the power of a group of people working for a 
better world grounded in and united by common religious values. Particularly, I was stuck by the potential for 
religion to transcend geographical and political differences. As an aspiring political science major, the image of 
the church as working within social and political systems without becoming of them is especially relevant. This 
understanding of the church, I believe, is intimately connected to our understanding of Jesus as the ultimate 
example of how we should work to live our lives. 

"For me, a key element of baptism is a personal commitment to the continual pursuit of such a life. However, 
baptism also serves as a public commitment. It is an act of vulnerability, in which I must open myself to the sup
port of others, which is surprisingly difficult for one who can be pridefully independent. Thus today, in this act, 
I claim the importance of Brethren beliefs and community to me, surrender myself to the direction of Jesus's 
example, and unite with this community as we all work to love one another unconditionally." 

by the numbers 

■ 

Percentage of increase from 

2014 in total giving to 
Church of the Brethren 

denominational ministries as 
of the end of August, 
representing an increase in 

giving to disaster response, 
but a decline in giving to 

core ministries 

Do you have district or congrega

tional stories that might be of 

interest to MESSENGER? Short items 

with a photo are best. Send them to 

MESSENGER, c/o In Touch, 1451 

Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or 

messenger@brethren.org. 
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Alaska and Louisiana: A tale of two tillers 

W hat do New Orleans, La., and 
Circle, Ala., have in common? 
Community gardens in both places 

recently have purchased walk-behind tractors or til
lers with funds provided by the Global. Food Crisis 
Fund (GFCF). 

In New Orleans' Lower 9th Ward, Capstone 118 
Inc. was started by David Young of Roanoke (La.) 
Church of the Brethren, after completing post-Hurri
cane Katrina volunteer work with Brethren Disaster 
Ministries. In Circle, Bill and Penny Gay of Pleasant 
Dale Church of the Brethren, Decatur, Ind., first trav
eled to Alaska with the New Community Project nine 
years ago and return every summer, most recently to 
the town of Circle. 

Young shared that Capstone's old tillers lacked 
the power necessary to break through the sod of 
the overgrown abandoned lots in the neighborhood 
where Capstone is working. A grant of $6,735 pro
vided Capstone with a new tool to use in its efforts to 
reclaim and revitalize both vacant lots and devastated 
lives. He writes, "As we grow .. .it has become apparent 
that ground working equipment is a major priority 
need." The second-hand equipment they purchased 
was not cutting it, literally. He expressed his thanks 
for the GFCF grant as community members are now 
expanding their gardens and producing more food 
for sale and personal consumption. 

In Alaska, the Gays were concerned by the lack of 
fresh produce in the local diet in the community of 
Circle. Working with community members, the Gays 
started by building unheated green houses to protect 
plants from the cold. This extends the gardening sea-

son on both ends of Alaska's short summer. "I can't 
believe how God is using us;' said Bill Gay. 

This year they introduced crops that have never 
been grown in Circle: asparagus, corn, watermelons, 
and celery. Through the addition of a new tiller, pro
vided by a $4,500 GFCF gTant, the community plans 
to triple its square footage of fresh produce next 
season. The Gays believe the Holy Spirit is leading 
in their efforts and plan to return for many years to 
come. 

-Jeff Boshart is manager of the Globa l Food Crisis Fund and the 

Emerging Globa l M ission Fund. 

Tiller in New Orleans' Lower 9th Ward. 

Feeding storytellers in Tennessee 
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Jackson Park Church of the Brethren in Jonesborough, Tenn., was one of the congregations help
ing to feed festival goers at the 43rd annual National Storytelling Festival Oct. 2-4. It was "part 
ministry, part fundraiser," said an article in the Herald and Tribune newspaper. "I believe that we 
as the body of Christ are the only Bible some people will ever read. Just reaching out to share the 
love of Christ can make a difference," pastor Jeremy Dykes told the paper. The church hosted 
its 12th annual traditional Southern breakfast fundraiser, with proceeds supporting the church's 
youth programs. The effort involves nearly every church member, and features biscuits and gravy, 
sausage, bacon, grits, eggs and more. 



Remembered 
Tracy Stoddart Primozich, who had 
served as director of admissions at 
Bethany Theological Seminary, died 
Oct. 15. She had begun her employ
ment at the seminary on Oct. 28, 2011. 
Previous to her employment at Bethany, 
Primozich had served in Brethren Vol
unteer Service for two-and-a-half years, 
including a term of service at the BVS 
office at the Church of the Brethren 
General Offices in Elgin, Ill., from Janu
ary 2000-August 2002 when she was 
orientation assistant and then recruit
ment assistant for BVS. Her BVS service 
also included work in Washington, DC. 
She was a 1997 graduate of McPherson 
(Kan.) College, where she also had been 
an employee, and received the M~Pher
son College Young Alumni Award in 
2012. Primozich also was an ordained 
minister and earned a master of divinity 
degree at Bethany Seminary in 2010, 
with emphases in peace studies and 
youth ministry. 

Phyllis Tickle, 2013 National Older 
Adult Conference keynote speaker and 
inspiration for the 2015 NOAC theme 
of storytelling, died Sept. 22. The 2013 
NOAC theme was "Healing Springs 
Forth," and during her keynote, "The 
Healing Gift of Story," Tickle ex
pressed appreciation for being asked to 
share stories from her own life when 
she had experienced healing and grace 
such as she told in her books The Shap
ing of a Life, What the Land Already 
Knows, and The Graces We Remember. 
The popularity of her more recent 
books about emergent Christianity, she 
said, meant that speaking invitations 
were often issued to address that topic, 
yet the power of story remained dear 
to her heart. Her keynote challenge 
to NOAC participants to share God's 
story, and their own stories, resonated 
with those who heard it, and directly 
inspired this year's conference theme, 
"Then Jesus Told Them a Story." 

~ 
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A drop 
of hope 

Children in some of the world's poorest countries are now 
being vaccinated against preventable diseases, thanks to people 
w ho trust their investment dollars to Everence. Everence recently 
bought $2 million in vaccine bonds to support an international 
program that gives millions of children access to vaccinations. 
It's another way we're doing better together. 

(800) 348-7468 

everence. com : : Everence 
Banking I Investing I Retirement I Financial Planning I Insura nce I Chari table Giving 

Everence offers credit union services that are federally insured by N CUA. Investments and other 
products are not N CUA or otherwise federally insured, may involve loss of principal and have no 
credit union guarantee. All products are not available in all states. 
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Reflections 

A porch-sitting sabbath 
E very morning this summer, I spent the first 

half hour of the day on my planter-lined porch 
with my coffee, journal, and pen. I'd write and sip 

and write some more. As the pages filled, I'd feel the morning 
sun burst over the trees and creep up my legs. I'd watch the 
neighborhood wake up, see people walking dogs or returning 

DANA CASSELL 

from morning runs. I'd see people 
trudge across the parking lot, their 
hands full with lunch bags and coffee 
mugs. Then they'd drive away, one by 
one, until it was just me, alone, on the 
porch, with my coffee and my journal, 
my pen and the plants. 

It was a self-imposed sabbatical of 
sorts, an intentional break between 
pastorates. After a few years of a busy 
work life, I worried about those empty 
months. I was anxious about being 

left with an empty calendar, cleared of the myriad meetings 
and constant travel. I worried that the change would leave me 
sad, empty, and bored. Boredom: the cardinal sin. Stuffing my 
hours full of "necessary" tasks and "important" trips had been 
the one thing, I thought, keeping me from going crazy. If I 
stopped, I'd crash. If I let go, I'd tumble into a well of despair. 

In a testament to the surprising grace of God and the im
mense power of self-deception, that is not at all what happened. 
Instead of being confronted with deep sadness and incurable 
boredom, I felt more alive during those months than I have in 
a decade. It turns out the world is overflowing with beauty and 
adventure that I'd been willfully blowing past. I read books and 
hiked mountains, kayaked reservoirs, rivers, and creeks. I spent 

act of resistance. It declares in bodily ways that we will not 
participate in the anxiety system." Brueggemann is making 
a case for sabbath as discipleship. The cult ofbusyness-
the unending desire to be and do and produce and acquire 
more-is not only unhealthy, but also contrary to the way 
of Jesus. "The way of mammon (capital, wealth)," he says, 
"is the way of commodity that is the way of endless desire, 
endless productivity, and endless restlessness without any 
sabbath. Jesus taught his disciples that they could not have 
it both ways." We can't work ourselves to worthiness, but we 
can-and do-work ourselves into death. 

In our beloved Brethren tradition, we are often encour
aged to do more, build more, serve more. Ours is an active 
faith, a faith with feet, focused on being the body, continuing 
the work, living busily as doers of the Word. But I fear that 
in so doing we may forget how faithful it can be to practice 
patterns of stopping, resting, listening, and hearing. In our 
eagerness to serve, we overlook God's commands toward 
practicing patterns of sabbath. 

What I learned this summer, during what I refer to as my 
"Tour de Porch," is how idolatrous my overburdened work 
life had become. Instead of trusting God's command to rest 
and resist, I got caught-hook, line, and sinker-in the anx
ious lies of the world. 

It turns out the salvation of the world does not depend 
solely upon us. It turns out my worth is not calculated by the 
hours I work this week or next. It turns out doing less and · 
listening more may actually be the more faithful choice. 

During my porch-sitting sabbath, I learned-and am still 
learning-to hear those lies for what they are. I'm learning 
to trust that God is holding it all-done and undone-in her 

I'm learning to trust that God loves each of us deeply, without even 
a smidgen of regard for our productivity measures, busyness 
quotients, or level of exhaustion. 

hours crocheting a rag rug, threw dinner parties, and explored 
the nooks and crannies of a new city. I had long, uninterrupted 
talks with my friends. I spent time with my family. I luxuriated 
in the liberties of being unattached and irresponsible. I felt all 
my inner worry-wrinkles unfolding, stretching, and smoothing 
themselves into pliable planes of plenty. 

Walter Brueggemann, in his book Sabbath as an Act of 
Resistance, says, "faithful practice of work stoppage is an 
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capable, loving hands. And I'm learning to trust that God loves 
each of us deeply, without even a smidgen of regard for our pro
ductivity measures, busyness quotients, or level of exhaustion. 

The porch has been a good place to practice leaning 
on everlasting arms. There's always room for a friend-join 
me? li! 
Da na Cassell is an ordained minister in the Church of the Brethren, currently 
serving as staff for ministry formation in the Office of Ministry. 
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~ Chibok girls unharmed 

and defeating the terrorist 
threat posed by Boko Haram 
are among the top priorities 
for the new Nigerian govern
ment, the country's president 
said at the United Nations 
General Assembly in late Sep
tember. "Boko Haram's war 
against the people of Nigeria, 
Chad, Niger, and Cameroon 
may not attract as much 
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::I .., -::I u 

"If we had not had chances to share stories, 
we would be working in isolation." 

-La Donna S a nders Nkosi, on meeting a t t h e Churc h of the Brethren National 
Older Adult Confer ence {NOAC) a former Brethr en Volunteer Servic e worker 

who had served at Douglas Park Church of the 
Brethren near her present church on the west side of Chicago 

"No matter how dim the light or dark the 
hour, we have a never-giving-up God who 
says, 'I will never leave you or forsake you."' 
-Mission and Ministry Board member D ennis Webb p reaching on 1 Corinthians 

13:9-12 for t h e closing worship serv i c e of the board 's fall meeting 

"We have honest conversations about our 
differences without writing off those who 
disagree with us." 

-Beth Sollenbe rge r, Sout h-Centra l Indian a District executive minister, shari ng 
one w a y Brethren in her district discuss differing p erspectives 

Heard 'round the world 

worldwide attention as the 
wars in the Middle East, but 
the suffering is just as great 
and the human cost is equally 
high," Muhammadu Buhari 
said in his address. "Boko 
Haram celebrates violence 
against the weak and the in
nocent and, deplorably, they 
hide behind their perverted 
interpretation of Islam. Boko 
Haram is as far away from 
Islam as anyone can think of." 
► The largest coalition of US 
evangelicals has stepped away 
from its pro-death penalty 
stance, which it embrac·ed for 
the past 40 years. The board 
of the Washington, DC-
based National Association 
of Evangelicals announced 

.. ......... ..... .. . . .......................... . ■■■ ■■■ .. .......... ......... ...... . ..... . ........................... ...... ■■■ 
■ 
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theBuzz 
Oct. 19 that evangelicals who 
both support and oppose the 
death penalty can legitimately 
ground their beliefs in Chris
tian ethics. The decision, 
made by resolution, reflects a 
larger societal shift away from 
the practice, though it does not 
reverse the earlier support for 
the death penalty. 
► Religious leaders have 
called for an ambitious cli
mate agreement, reminding 
all governments to commit to 
emission cuts and climate risk 
reduction. They promised to 
continue working for climate 
justice, including divestment 
from fossil energy. Presented 
Oct. 19 in Bonn, Germany, to 
the secretary general of the 
United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, 
Christiana Figueres, the state
ment was developed by the 
World Council of Churches 
(WCC), ACT Alliance, 
CIDSE-an international alli

ance of Catholic development 
agencies- and Religions for 
Peace with regard to the United 
Nations Climate Change Con
ference (COP 21) to be held in 
Paris in December. 
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for a young girl named Faith, war and 
displacement are not just abstract words cut 

from the headlines. For this Nigerian teenager, they are 
personal realities. And, in a world where war's reach knows no 
limits, they are felt by others like her in Africa, the Middle East, 
Asia, and the Americas. 

With schools suddenly shut down throughout much of her 
country, Faith found herself thrust into a dramatically differ
ent environment, toting a rifle and performing guard duty to 
protect her family and friends. She felt she had no alternative; 
it was either take up a gun or wait on the insurgent group-the 
same one that killed her older brother when they overran her 
town in 2014- to abduct her and force her into marriage or 
slavery. Or kill her. 

We usually don't hear stories like Faith's in the news. Head
lines focus on the sensational: stories of refugees from Syria 
and other countries pouring into Europe, heart-rending photos 
of anguished families, and the pressure this situation places on 
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the already stretched resources of the European Union and its 
member countries. 

These several hundred thousand desperate people are now 
known to the world. But what about the 30 million forcibly dis
placed children in the world, and the 29.5 million adults with 
them, who are almost without a voice, and unknown to most of 
the world? These families have been displaced and homeless 
for years, without education, without jobs, and with less and 
less hope to feed themselves, let alone pursue their dreams. 
Heroic efforts from aid agencies focus on meeting their needs. 
But it is not enough. 

To better understand the challenge, consider Lebanon, a 
country with a population of around 4 million people before 
the Syrian war. This small country now hosts nearly 1.5 mil
lion Syrian refugees seeking shelter, aid, and education. While 
Western countries debate how to host several hundred thou
sand refugees, Lebanon, a less developed country, already has 
moved ahead to take in this huge number of people. 



Hope became part of a 
vigilante group protecting the 
town of Lassa from Boko 
Haram. She is standing next 
to her father. 

, , Violence and 

instability forced her 
school to close in 2011. 
She had planned to 
become a community 
health worker. Instead, 
she has lost years of 
education and been 
traumatized by her 

. 
exper1ences. 

Today we have the largest group of externally and internally 
displaced people in recorded history-more than during World 
War II. If they were gathered together, these displaced people 
would make up the 24th largest country in the world, just behind 
Italy and the United Kingdom. It's not easy for those of us who 
are removed from the situation to understand. But in a very real 
way, the world is at war. We may not call this World War III, but 
the consequences of what we are seeing today are the same. 

Faith's story may give us a glimpse at the impact this world 
at war is having on individuals. Violence and instability forced 
her school to close in 2011. She had planned to become a com
munity health worker. Instead, she has lost years of education 
and been traumatized by her experiences- not unlike the 
experiences of some 80 percent of Syrian refugee school chil
dren. These displaced children are at risk of becoming a lost 
generation. Will they grow up to contribute to their communi
ties, or will their growing numbers feel hopeless and angry as 
they move into adulthood? 

Church of the Brethren 
global crisis response 

By the world's standards, Church of the Brethren Disaster 
Ministries (BDM) is a small program that can't respond 
everywhere there is a crisis. The more BDM divides its 
resources, the fewer lives it can affect. To mount an effec
tive response, BDM first must consider the areas where the 
Church of the Brethren has sister churches, other con
nections, and/or where people are the most vulnerable or 
marginalized in a disaster or crisis. By focusing on key relief 
and recovery activities such as providing food, clean water, 
shelter, education, and livelihoods (helping people support 
themselves), BDM relief funds are carefully targeted to 
meet the most critical needs. And it"can expand its impact 
through strategic partnerships with such organizations as 
Church World Service, ACT Alliance and, more recently, 
Heifer International disaster response activities. 

The current world crisis calls for different strategies 
to bring hope and healing. Here are some important ways 
Brethren can respond: 

Be in continuous prayer for all who are displaced, and 
for peace in the world. 

BDM's most significant impact today is being carried 
out through the Nigeria Crisis Response-www.breth
ren.org/nigeriacrisis. By focusing resources with Ekkle
siyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EYN, Church of the Brethren 
in Nigeria) BDM is helping where the need is great and 
where few other organizations are able to respond. 

BDM is responding to the Middle East and Syrian 
Refugee crisis through partnerships. Most resources are 
focused on partners aiding refugees in countries sur
rounding Syria, where the number of refugees and the 
need is greatest. Smaller grants are supporting refugees 
migrating to Europe and currently in Serbia, Hungary, 
and Greece. Brethren can support this work by giving to 
the Emergency Disaster Fund at www.brethren.org/edf 
or calling 800-451-4407. 

Sponsor a refugee by contacting a Church World Service 
office by going to www.cwsglobal.org/refugee or calling 
212-870-2061. 

Advocate for the refugees and to end the violence by 
contacting the Church of the Brethren Peace Witness 
Office at nhosler@brethren.org or calling 717-333-1649, 
or by visiting www.brethren.org/peace. 
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Support from Church of the Brethren members has already 
reached Faith. She was found in September protecting the 
Nigerian town of Lassa (site of one of the earliest Nigerian 
Brethren communities), and was brought to safety in the city 
of Jos by the Church of the Brethren partner organization 
Education Must Continue. [see the October MESSENGER 
interview with co-founders Paul and Becky Gadzama.] 

This group of dedicated Nigerians has recognized "we 

A world in crisis 

,, 

have an educational disaster on our hands that will take a 
Marshall Plan-approach to solve," and they are busy educat
ing displaced children. With this partnership, Faith-along 
with some of her siblings and other children from Lassa-has 
received trauma counseling and is in school again. 

Today, because of the care, love, and support of Nigerian 
and US Brethren working together, Faith has hope and a fu
ture with new possibilities. 

Faith's story illustrates that even as the world seems to be 
crumbling into violence, a small voice, a few resources, and 
God's love flowing through faithful people can bring about 
healing and hope. The Church of the Brethren has a special 
message oflove, peace, compassion, faith, and fellowship that, 
when combined with a long tradition of service, can bring the 
presence of God to life for others. ~ 

Roy Winter is associate executive director of Global Mission and Service for the 
Church of the Brethren. 

59.5 million people are forcibly 
displaced from their homes 

externally displaced (refugees), and 
1.8 million seeking asylum 

Iraq 
Afghanistan 

4,104,175 

3,703,376 

30 million of the displaced 
are children 

These figures include 38.2 million 
internally displaced, 19.5 million 
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Number displaced by selected home 
country 

Syria 
Colombia 

11,597,748 
6,409,186 

South Sudan 2,465,442 
Nigeria 1,379,051 
Ukraine 1,075,736 

Source- UNHCR Global Trends report 2014, 
published June 18, 2015 



D octors remind us to get flu shots 
every year so that we won't get sick. 
Or at least so that we'll be less likely to. It's 

where the expression "shot in the arm" comes from, which 
refers to something that boosts one's spirits. 

That 's what NOAC does, albeit every two years. The 
National Older Adult Conference gives the Church of the 
Brethren a shot in the arm. It's a five-day, feel-good gather
ing of Brethren over 50 put on by the denomination's Older 
Adult Ministry. Someone at the conference said that it was 
like the denomination's National Youth Conference, but for 
grown-ups. Another observed that it was like summer camp 
for those who no longer feel compelled to do cannonballs off 
the high-dive all afternoon, but have instead learned to slow 

Cheryl Brumbaugh•Cayford Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford 

down and enjoy the beauty of geese paddling across a lake at 
sunrise. 

More than 900 Brethren (up by 100 from 2013) gathered at 
what has become a familiar setting for many to worship, sing, 
hike, study the Bible, golf, attend workshops, see old friends 
and make new ones, take boat rides and, well, generally 
boost their spirits. Leadership came in the form of a retired 
university professor, a former general secretary, a woman 
who provides learning tours to India, two inner-city pastors, 
a renowned Christian author, denominational executives, a 
crack NOAC News Team, and even a comedian. 

And they listened to stories since the theme of the confer
ence was "Then Jesus Told Them a Story." They heard new 
stories that brought about fresh insights, and they heard old, 
familiar stories told in ways that shed new light. Retired Man-

Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford 
e-'11 ...... _. ..... __ 

Leh to right: Brian McLaren speaks at NOAC 2015. Alexander Gee Jr. and Jonathan Shively offer a dialogue on the need for relationships 
across racial divides. Deanna Brown focuses on women's stories in her keynote address. 
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Steve Kinzie was one of several 
musicians who performed for a 
standing-room-only coffee 
house crowd. 

Jim Grossnickle-Batterton 

Bethany Seminary hosted one of the daily ice cream socials. The view of Lake Junaluska 

chester University professor Bob Bowman told the story of 
the Prodigal Son. Anyone who figured they had the message of 
that Luke 15 parable down cold was in for a delightful surprise 
as Bowman held it to the light and revealed many new facets. 

In presentations that were part stand-up, part biblical 
scholarship, and all relevant to life today, Bowman focused 
each day in turn on one of the three main characters in the 
parable: the older brother, the prodigal younger brother, and 
the father. He suggested that "words in a parable are pared 
down to their essentials," and that Jesus may have used 
parables in a number of different ways, as "a subtle criticism of 
his own culture," or to "drive home an important point;' or to 

Incoming NOAC coordinator Debbie Eisenbise presents books 
donated by NOAC attendees to Junaluska Elementary School 
principal Sherri Arrington. Some 400 books were given-more than 
one per child for the 350 students-plus a box of gently used books 
for classroom use, and a box of extras from the Kits for Kids service 
project. "I feel so blessed to have met such a wonderful group as 
yours,,, said school principal Sherri Arrington. "As I shared the story 
at our open houses last week, the parents stood and cheered." 
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relate a verbal problem almost like a Zen koan for his disciples 
to meditate on. 

Keynote speaker and NOAC steering committee member 
Deanna Brown kicked off the conference by asking why the 
Celtic Christian church would choose the image of a wild 
goose for the Holy Spirit instead of a dove. She then told the 
story of how, in the wee hours of May 24, 2014, as she sat 
wrapped in silence and in a shawl by the shores of Lake Ju
naluska, with her eyes to the sky in anticipation of a meteor 
shower, she found her reverie shattered. 

"Suddenly, I heard this piercing clamor of wild geese!" 
For long, long minutes their honking shattered the "sweet 

NOAC by the numbers 

The 2015 National Older Adult 

Conference, which was the 
Church of the Brethren's 13th 
NOAC, gathered 906 people at 
the Lake Junaluska (N.C.) Confer

ence Center on Sept. 7-11 . This 
number includes registered 

participants, staff, volunteers, 
guest speakers, and young adult 
assistants. 

OFFERINGS: 
$23,303.64: offerings re

ceived during worship services 

TOTAL RAISED FOR 
NIGERIA CRISIS RE
SPONSE: $9,949 

KITS FOR KIDS: 
46: volunteers who assembled 

kits for distribution by Church 

World Service, through the 
Brethren Service Center in New 

Windsor, Md. 
416: school kits assembled 

287: hygiene kits assembled 
$1,283: donations to Church 

World Service 

SHARE A STORY: 
403: new books donated to 

Junaluska Elementary School
more than one each for the 
school's 350 students 

1 box: gently used books do
nated to the elementary school 
for classroom use 

1 box: extras from the Kits 
for Kids service project donated 
to the school to aid students 

in need 



Kim Ebersole (left}, who is retiring as 
NOAC coordinator, receives gifts from 

Debbie Eisenbise, who will be 
coordinating the next NOAC in 2017. 

wonder" she had been waiting for. Memories of that moment 
led her to ponder why some have chosen the wild, honking, 
disruptive goose as a symbol for the Holy Spirit. 

The stories of Jesus, she said, demonstrate the disruptive 
action of God's Spirit, an overturning of the status quo, which 
may be necessary for transformation. "The reign of Jesus 
is not just a continuation of the status quo," she said. "Jesus 
used these stories to subvert conventional wisdom ... it was 
a shattering of habitual thinking." 

Stories are powerful, she reminded the audience. "Centu
ries later, we remember those [Jesus] stories, not just theologi
cal propositions." She challenged her listeners to "listen to the 
wild, honking spirit that is calling across the waters." 

Noted author Brian McLaren told the congregation that 
the core biblical storyline can be thought of in three parts: 
the central narrative of Exodus, a story ofliberation and for
mation; the "prequel" in Genesis, which is about creation and 
reconciliation; and the "sequel" in Isaiah, about how to seek 
a peaceable kingdom of justice and mercy. 

"This is not an elevator theology," McLaren said. "This is 
an incarnational theology," based on the interaction between 
real people and God, and people with each other. 

Christians, he said, "should learn and tell a better story of 
justice, peace, and joy," and not parrot flawed and outdated 
storylines. God's people are called to tell an alternate story 
that can be shared in common with all people. "Link your 
story with God's story." 

Alexander Gee reminded listeners that God's story of the 
struggle for justice is ongoing and intertwined with our own. 
Gee, founder and president of the Nehemiah Urban Leader-

ship Institute and the leading black clergy in Madison, Wis., 
told the NOAC crowd about his own confrontations with 
local police, and said that much work remained to be done 
in the civil rights struggle. ''We thought we solved that in the 
'60s. In my experience, it's still going on." 

Gee appeared on the stage with Jonathan Shively, executive 
director of Congregational Life Ministries. The two became 
close friends after participating in a program that intention
ally pairs individuals for a cross-cultural experience of visiting 
sites iconic to the Civil Rights movement. He praised the audi
ence for having been participants in the Civil Rights struggles 
of the '50s and '60s. He said that when he was criticized na
tionally for suggesting that a model community like Madison 
might be "Ground Zero of racial inequities," it was individuals 
in their 70s and 80s who came to his support. 

"We know we h ave not finished this fight yet." 
Not only was NOAC a time of storytelling, it also was a 

time of transition. Kim Ebersole turned over the reins as co
ordinator to Debbie Eisenbise, who has already begun plan
ning NOAC 2017, at which, undoubtedly, there will be more 
workshops, Bible studies, worship services, singing, boating, 
and, of course, ice cream. 

Did Brethren receive sufficient inoculation this Septem
ber to last two years? Based on comments overheard as the 
summer-camp-for-grown-ups drew to a close that "this may 
have been the best NOAC ever," one can safely assume so. ll! 

This article is drawn from reports by the NOAC Communications Team, 
which included writer Frank Ramirez, photographer and media coord inator 
Eddie H. Edmonds, web staff Russ Otto, and photographer and editor Cheryl 
Brumbaugh-Cayford, director of News Services for the Church of the Brethren, 
as well as observations by the MESSENGER ed itor Randy M iller. 

, , They heard new stories that brought about fresh insights, and 
they heard old, familiar stories told in ways that shed new light. 
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A series on a faith-based response to climate change 

He has shown you, 0 mortal, what is good. And what does the 
Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with your God (Micah 6:8, NIV). 

What better touchstone than this could we 
ask for, as we wrestle with how to live 

faithfully as God's people? 
Whether we're among family, neighbors, coworkers, or 

strangers, this verse's guidance is clear: Our actions should 
pass the "just, merciful, and humble" test. We're bound to fall 
short, of course, but this verse keeps us focused in our prayers 
and in our striving and reminds us who we're called to be. 

What if we were to extend the reach of this verse to 
include all of our neighbors- near and far, human and non
human, present and future? What would a just, merciful, 
and humble response to a changing climate look like? In our 
opinion, it would, at very least, involve the following: 

First, in the name of justice and mercy, we must acknowl
edge that a changing climate is having devastating effects 
on others-particularly those who have contributed to the 
problem very little or not at all and lack the political and 
economic means to address it. We must speak up on behalf 
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of the voiceless and help sound the call to action. We must 
recognize that wealthier nations such as ours bear a special 
burden to help poorer nations cope with climate change, and 
we must prod our leaders to bear in mind poorer nations' 
legitimate needs for increased development when crafting 
international agreements. We must stress the urgency of 
acting immediately and decisively to address the crisis and 
to minimize long-term consequences to be borne by our chil
dren, gnndchildren, and the whole of God's creation. 

In the name of humility, we must summon the courage to 
take an honest look at our lifestyles and explore the ways in 
which our own daily choices are contributing to the problem. 
Admittedly, this is challenging when it is difficult to ~ee the 
connections between our actions and their impacts, when we 
are embedded in a culture where such destructive actions are 
viewed as normal, and when we would perhaps really prefer 
to go about our lives in blissful ignorance. 

When we do come to recognize and acknowledge our 
role in the problem, it is easy to end up on a dead-end route 
to guilt, despair, and immobilization. The good news is 
that there are other, more productive and uplifting paths 
to choose. What if we were to consider each action we take 



'' We all know the power of community in helping us feel the 
Holy Spirit at work, sustaining our hope and enabling us to stick 
to a challenging course of action. 

that reduces our fossil-fuel use as a joyful expression of our 
faith-as a sacrificial gift that we are giving to God and to our 
neighbors? What if, while hanging out laundry or walking or 
bicycling to a place we've previously driven, we embraced 
the opportunity to notice and reflect upon the beauty of 
creation? What if, in choosing to consume less stuff, we got 
greater clarity about where true sources of contentment may 
be found? What if, in intentionally changing our daily living 
patterns, we experienced the sense of integrity and deep 
inner peace that come from aligning our lifestyles more fully 
with the spiritual n lues we hold dear? What if we joined 
with others attempting to walk the same path? 

We all know the power of community in helping us feel 
the Holy Spirit at work, sustaining our hope and enabling us 
to stick to a challenging course of action. Remaining on the 
path that Jesus asks us to walk is sometimes quite daunting, 
particularly when we're hacking out the path as we go, with 
societal norms and pressures continually tugging us toward 
wider, smoother roads. 

In the case of responding faithfully to climate change, 
there's an even bigger obstacle to overcome: As historians 
Naomi Oreskies and Erik Conway have documented in 
their painstakingly researched book Merchants of Doubt 
(now also out in movie form), a carefully coordinated media 
campaign has been waged for decades to delay action on 
climate change. Funded by fossil-fuel interests and taking 
a page out of the tobacco companies' playbook, the cam
paign's main strategy has been to create the impression in the 
public's mind that the jury's still out-that scientists aren't 
in agreement about whether human-caused climate change 
is happening-when, in fact, the scientific consensus is quite 
strong, at 97% or higher. Being an active member of a group 
walking the path together can help each of us become more 
resistant to such profit-driven manipulation, as well as more 
resilient, energetic, and determined- not to mention effec
tive and joyful. As commentator David Brooks reports, "Join
ing a group that meets just once a month produces the same 
increase in happiness as doubling your income." When that 
group is engaged in deeply meaningful and vitally important 
work, how much greater the increase? 

While some organizations devoted to addressing climate 
change use confrontational tactics that might strike us as be
ing uncomfortably at odds with the spirit of humility, there are 

plenty of others that adopt a non-polarizing, consensus-build
ing approach. Citizens' Climate Lobby (CCL) is one example. 
This group advocates for passage of"fee and dividend" legisla
tion, in which a fee is levied on all fossil fuels at their source 
of production, and the funds collected are distributed equally 
among all Americans, to offset any price increases associated 
with the fee. The fee and dividend concept has support from 
politicians in both political parties and from a number of econ
omists, both liberal and conservative. CCL's approach includes 
listening, finding common goals, and building relationships to 
reach consensus (citizensclimatelobby.org). 

A second example of a collaborative group is Interfaith 
Power and Light, a religiously based organization taking 
direct action to address climate change by promoting energy 
conservation, energy efficiency, and renewable energy. Their 
projects include helping low-income homeowners with 
weatherization, and supporting congregations in installing 
solar panels on their houses of worship (www.interfaith
powerandlight.org). How might our congregations join in or 
even amplify these efforts? How might our denomination? 

In December, humanity will have a precious opportunity 
to make genuine and dramatic progress toward re-stabilizing 
the climate. At the Paris Climate Conference (also known as 
COP21), approximately 25,000 official delegates from govern
ments, United Nations agencies, nongovernmental organiza
tions (NGOs), and civil society will gather with a breathtak
ingly bold aim: to achieve a legally binding and universally 
accepted agreement on climate that would keep global warm
ing below 2°C (3.6°F)- the level most climate scientists agree 
would minimize the risk of triggering massive, disastrous, and 
irreversible changes. The more people of faith who actively 
engage with this issue in the coming months, the stronger the 
signal we will send to the world's leaders that we expect them 
to seize the moment and achieve historic progress. 

We are called for just such a time as this. Will justice, 
kindness, and humility prevail in Paris? What will we do
peacefully, simply, together-to help ensure that they do? n! 

Sharon Yohn is assistant professor of chemistry at Juniata College in Huntingdon, 
Pa. Laura White is a small business owner and serves as the fi nancia l manager of 
the Huntingdon Farmers ' Market. She is especial ly involved in expanding access 
to the market tor low-income community members. They are members of Stone 
Church of the Brethren in Huntingdon, Pa., w here they are co-leaders of an envi
ronmental awareness and stewardship group known as the Sustainabil ity Ci rcle. 
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Bryseydi Diaz 
prepares to be 
baptized by Irvin 
Heishman. 

Baptism in once-troubled 

WATERS 
by Irvin R. Heishman 

P ersistent rains threatened our 
baptismal plans. Rivers laden with mud 
were roiling near flood levels. Deacons filled the 

church baptistry as a backup plan. 
But Bryseydi Diaz was holding firm. Never mind what the 

weather may bring, she would settle for nothing less than 
a river baptism. Her prayers were establishing a bulwark 
against all our contingency plans. Her mother, an immigrant 
from Guatemala, had been baptized in flowing water, and the 
12-year-old daughter was determined to follow in the pattern 
of her mother's strong faith. 

We fretted over outdoor plans for baptism, worship, and 
picnic that were off, then on, then fragmented, unaware 
that God had already been stirred to action in this situation. 
More rain was in the forecast for the weekend. Our Brethren 
congregation would have to be informed of Sunday's plans at 
the last minute. 

On Friday, still confounded, we happened to find our
selves amid the chaos underway at a vacation Bible school at 
nearby Brandt United Methodist Church. Wired kids were 
running every which way. We were partly to blame-this was 
the pandemonium we had organized with three other local 
churches in hope that something of Jesus would take root in 
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this new generation of restless souls. 
Some German Baptist friends involved in the event hap

pened to be seated in the pew behind us. Making conversa
tion, we mentioned our baptismal dilemma. After a thought
ful pause, they said, "You would be welcome to use the spring 
behind the Old German Baptist Brethren Meetinghouse." 

This generous invitation was far more significant than we 
first realized. In the distant past, our two groups had fought 
in court over water rights to that spring. Yes, to our shame 
it's true. With our meetinghouse on the north side of the 
spring, we were one congregation before the split of 1881. On 
the south side, following the division, construction of a new 
Old German Baptist Brethren meetinghouse began. It was 
being built right on top of the spring! 

The mistrust, hostility, and emotional distress of the divi
sion drove pastor Henry Gump, his deacons, and trustees to 
obtain a court injunction halting the building of that new 
meetinghouse. Thus we Brethren took our fellow Brethren to 
court to settle the matter of who had rights to the water. The 
handwritten judgment regarding Case # 8117 is preserved 
in aged, papers located in the Miami County Courthouse 
in Troy, Ohio. It shows that Henry Hawver et al, plaintiffs 
representing the deacons, pastor, and trustees of what is now 



Leh to right: Baptismal candidates Bryseydi Diaz, Yeysi Diaz, Alex Aducci, Madison Aducci, and Amanda Knox await baptism from 
pastor Irvin Heishman; Alex Aducci is baptized by Irvin Heishman; the Diaz family gathers aher the service. 

known as the West Charleston Church of the Brethren, filed 
suit against John Filbrun et al, defendants of the Old Ger
man Baptist Brethren. The judge specified in exacting detail, 
including pipe size measurements and easements, just how 
the divided Brethren were to share the water. 

God, ever working through all things for good, seized a 
glorious opportunity in response to Bryseydi's prayers to 
make all things new. We were graciously invited to have this 
baptism in water we had once sued for. 

Still, it rained all day Saturday. But under the power of 
grace, Sunday broke forth with stunning glory-the rain had 
abated. (For the record, the rain resumed on Monday.) The 
sunlight made the freshly watered green of trees and grass 
radiant in that peaceful setting. We didn't dare complain 
about the chilly air. Some 60 people gathered on the bank of 
the once-contested spring. It was a diverse congregation of 
Guatemalan, Anglo, African-American, Mexican, and Ger
man Baptist Brethren. 

The cold spring water bit into our skin-penance, perhaps, 
for our having once gone to court with the German Baptists. 
With chattering teeth, Alex Adduci, the first to enter the 
spring for baptism, whispered to me, "Do it quickly." I did. 
The shock of the cold knocked the breath out of him as I 

dunked him in the name of the Father. Compassion for the 
young man, who was still gasping for breath, dictated that 
the remainder of his baptism would follow traditional Men
nonite practice. He was splashed in the name of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Then Bryseydi stepped forward, and soon the others em
braced the cold and were baptized en el nombre del Padre, del 
Hija, y del Espiritu Santo (in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit). The congregation responded in song: 
"He decidido seguir a Jesus," and then in English, "I have de
cided to follow Jesus." German Baptist friends joined us for 
worship, a woman preached, and a potluck meal followed. 

Old divisions died and an unlikely community of joy 
was birthed in the amazing grace of those healing waters. 
It's true, "if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become 
new" (2 Cor. 5:17). 

Glorious, Spirit-filled moments can break forth when we 
Brethren find the grace to let the old pass away. Christ can 
birth new creation again and again in the midst of our con
tested waters. Hold firm in prayer that it be so. li! 

Irvin R. Heishman is co-pastor of the West Charleston Church of the Brethren, in 
the Southern Ohio District. 
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Some years back, I was helping with 
kitchen clean-up after a Sunday lunch when 
some children came bounding into the kitchen and 

begged me to chase them. We'd hosted guests, so the clean-up 
job was bigger than usual-but there also were more people on 
hand to help. I gave in to their pleading and went outside. 

My mom suggested I take a kickball to make the recreation 
more constructive. I didn't do much chasing before suggesting 
a kickball game. We found some wooden blocks for the bases 
and pitcher's mound. Teams were chosen-boys against girls
and we started playing. I did most of the pitching. 

The kids were pretty young, so not everyone had a firm 
grip on the gami;:. It appeared that some had never played 
kickball. When the ball bounced to them, some chose to hang 
onto it instead of throwing it at a runner or to the appropriate 
base. Occasionally, players who were on base chased after the 
ball rather than running to the next base. Instead of helping 
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their team, they were helping the competition. And, halfway 
through the game, some wanted to take a break. 

But we kept going, and before long I took my turn at the 
plate. I gave the ball a good, hard kick. It took flight and landed 
in a neighbor's garden. I ran the bases and was headed for 
home when I got nervous-not about the ball's landing in the 
neighbor's garden, but about getting hit by the ball and getting 
called "out" before I reached home. My concern, unfortunate
ly, caused me to pause, and the ball found its mark as I neared 
home plate. I was out. My fear was realized because I had not 
run hard the whole way to home base. 

Life lessons learned: 

Don't hang onto the ball. (Share your faith.) 
Christians are people with good news. In the great com

mission (Matt. 28: 19-20), God gives us the privilege of being 
heralds of the gospel to our world. This news is for everyone. 



Holding onto the "ball of faith" will not benefit our neighbors, 
our friends, or our associates. 

Stay on the field. Be dedicated to the game. (Be a 
good team member within the body of Christ.) 

We may get tired and weary, but don't be a teammate who 
takes a break in the middle of the game. The body of Christ 
should work together as one. It matters if the "ear" decides it 
is tired of hearing and just checks out for a while. It matters 
if the "hand" does not cover its place in the field because it is 
tired of helping out. It matters if the "foot" walks off to the 
shade instead of running the bases. It matters. You matter. 

The Bible says that we are not to tire of doing well. We 
are called to a journey of endurance. If it's hard, all the more 
reason to stay and be dedicated. If situations get testy and 
heated, all the more reason to remain engaged until conflict is 
resolved. If the problem is large, all the more reason to put one 
foot in front of the other until it is solved. 

I'm glad Jesus didn't didn't quit. He "played" right through 
Gethsemane, Golgotha, and the garden tomb. Why? For you 
and for me. Why not endure for him? It's not too much to ask. 

Don't help the opposition. (Resist Satan's schemes to pull 
you away from the homeward path.) 

We're up against a roaring lion who nips at our heels, hurls 
arrows at our heads, and takes advantage of footholds at a 
moment's notice. Although Satan's schemes are slick and his 
lies may be tempting, we are enabled to do all things through 
Christ, encouraged through his faithful promises and em
powered by the one who is able to deliver us faultless before 
God at the end of our journeys. The Bible tells us to resist, and 
Satan will flee. 

Run hard. Don't look back, or it might cost you the 

game. (Look to the future and aim for a glorious finish.) 
"Do you not know that in a race the runners all compete, but 

only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may 
win it. Athletes exercise self-control in all things; they do it to 
receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable one. So I do 
not run aimlessly, nor do I box as though beating the air; but I 
punish my body and enslave it, so that after proclaiming to oth
ers I myself should not be disqualified" (1 Cor. 9:24-27). 

"Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that 
clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that 
is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his 
seat at the right hand of the throne of God" (Heb. 12: 1-2). 

I was behind a school bus once when it stopped. I watched 
a little boy get off. He took off running, his heart into the 
sprint, only stopping when he reached his mother. I loved see
ing his energy and excitement as he raced toward his mother .. 

Just like that little boy, we are in a race to win. Let's lay 
aside the weight of our sins so that we, too, can run well. We 
can't run well if we are constantly looking over our shoulders 
at the past, or if we lug along sins like pride, anger, envy, or 
hate, or if we hesitate before reaching the finish line. 

We never get to retire from the race. We are in it as long as 
the Author of the race wants us there, urging us to run well. 

So the next time you see a kickball game (or, better yet, 
participate in one), remember the following: 

• Share your faith. 
• Be a good teammate. 
• Don't help the opposition. 

Run hard, and don't look back. 

Somewhere along the line, that little game turned into a 
parable. I'm glad I stuck around to the finish so that I could 
hear it. li! 

Melody Keller lives in Lewiston, Maine, and is a member of Lew iston 
Church of the Brethren. 
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cobnews 

Bill Gay gardening in Alaska. 

Global Food Crisis Fund supports agriculture 
and nutrition projects in US and Congo 

T he Global Food Crisis Fund (GFCF) 
of the Church of the Brethren has 
provided several grants in recent months 

that support agriculture by a Brethren group in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, a gardening project 
in Alaska, nutrition education and cooking classes for 
Spanish speaking population living around Roanoke, 
Va., and the work of a Brethren Volunteer Service 
worker at the Church of the Brethren Office of Public 
Witness in Washington, DC. 

DR Congo: A grant of $4,515 funds agriculture 
work in the Democratic Republic of Congo. The recipi
ent of the grant is Shalom Ministry for Reconciliation 
and Development (SHAMIRED), a nonprofit ministry 
with ties to a Brethren church group called Eglise des 
Freres du Congo. The funds will be used to purchase 
a grain and cassava mill to make flour as a value-
added component to the ongoing agriculture work of 
SHAMIRED in the region. 

Alaska: A grant of $4,500 has purchased a tiller to be 
used in a vegetable gardening project in Circle, Ala. 
(see "In Touch"). Bill and Penny Gay, members of Pleas-

ant Dale Church of the Brethren in Decatur, Ind., have 
worked each summer since 2003 with local residents in 
Alaska to promote community gardening and the raising 
of fresh produce that otherwise is unavailable. 

Roanoke: A grant of $4,500 supports nutrition and 
cooking classes for Spanish-speaking residents of the 
Roanoke Valley of Virginia. The recipient of the grant, 
Casa Renacer, is related to but incorporated separately 
from the Renacer congregations of the Church of the 
Brethren. Casa Renacer began offering services earlier 
this year in order to help meet the immediate needs of 
the Latino community in the Roanoke area. This grant 
will fund four nutrition and cooking classes for 20 fami 
lies over the course of 12 months. 

BVS position: An allocation of up to $15,000 over 12 
months will continue support for a Brethren Volunteer 
Service (BVS) position in the Office of Public Witness in 
Washington, DC. This volunteer will continue working 
with the Going to the Garden initiative of the Office of 
Public Witness and the GFCF. 

Find out more about the ministry of the Global Food 
Crisis Fund at www.brethren.org/ gfcf. 

Virlina church affected by flooding 
The Smith River Church 
of the Brethren in Virlina 
District, located near Woolwine, 
Va., has been cleaning up after two 
feet of water filled its basement 
Also lost from the church property 
was a historic covered bridge. The 
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bridge has been a landmark in 
Patrick County and, according to 
news reports, was one of the few 
remaining covered bridges in the state 
of Virginia. The Bob White Covered 
Bridge had stood for 94 years, and 
was a registered Virginia Historic 

Landmark, according to Roanoke's 
WDBJ Channel 7. A group has begun 
raising money to restore the bridge. 

"Things will work out," pastor 
Danny Gilley said in one of the two 
WDBJ7 reports. "You know, God's 
gonna take care of us." 



Children's Disaster Services cares for 
families affected by California fire 
"Our California team cared for more 
than 200 children in Calistoga, Calif., 
in response to the wildfires," said Children's 
Disaster Services associate director Kathy Fry
Miller, referring to regions ravaged by fires in 
the state in recent months. "They served at a 
Local Assistance Center for families." 

The Children's Disaster Services (CDS) pro
gram, a part of Brethren Disaster Ministries, offers 
care for children and families affected by disas
ters. The CDS volunteers, who are trained and 
certified, serve in cooperation with FEMA and the 
American Red Cross, working to set up child care 
centers in shelters and assistance centers. 

One of the volunteers who served in Califor
nia said, "We had two boys come in for [care]. 
We chatted with their dad, who told us the 
other services in the area didn't matter. We 
[Children's Disaster Services] were what mat
tered to him and the families. 

"He thanked us for being so safe. He was 
just overjoyed to have us here. He said all the 
families were talking about us and how happy 
the kids are when they leave." 

For more information on the work of Children's 
Disaster Services go to www.brethren.org/cds. 

Personnel changes 
Fred Bernhard, advancement associate at 
Bethany Theological Seminary, has resigned his 
position, effective Oct. 31. He joined the semi
nary's Institutional Advancement Department 
in 2004, serving as an advancement representa
tive in the field to alumni friends, and churches. 
As a well-known church leader and former pas
tor, Bernhard was a familiar presence to many 
in the denomination when he came to work for 
Bethany. Although retired from full-time min
istry, he also continued in leadership at congre
gational and district events, and served several 
interim pastorates during his Bethany tenure. 

Kim Ebersole resigned Oct. 9 as direc
tor of Family Life and Older Adult Ministries 

for the Church of the Brethren. She began in 
2006, working for the former Association of 
Brethren Caregivers (ABC). The 2008 merger 
between ABC and the Church of the Brethren 
staff merged her position into the Caring Min
istries of the Congregational Life Ministries of 
the Church of the Brethren. 

Ebersole coordinated five National Older 
Adult Conferences, including the most recent 
NOAC held Sept. 7-11 at Lake Junaluska (N.C.) 
Conference Center. She also worked with the 
Fellowship of Brethren Homes and contribut
ed to several Annual Conferences and collab
orative staff projects. 

upcoming 
events 

Nov. 1 National Junior 
High Sunday 

Nov. 6-7 
Illinois and Wisconsin 
District Conference at Peoria 
(Ill.) Church of the Brethren; 
Shenandoah District 
Conference 

Nov.8 
Stewardship Sunday 

Nov.13-14 
Virlina District Conference 

Nov.13-15 
Pacific Southwest District 
Conference at Brethren 
Hillcrest Homes in La Verne. Calif. 

Nov.19-21 
Brethren Benefit Trust 
Board 

Nov. 26Thanksgiving, 
Church of the Brethren offices are 
closed through Nov. 27 

Nov. 29 First Sunday of 
Advent 

Dec. 1. AIDS Awareness 
Day 

Dec. 6. Second Sunday of 
Advent 

Dec. 10, Human Rights 
Day 

Dec. 13. Third Sunday of 
Advent, Advent 0fferil)g 
Emphasis 

Dec. 20 Fourth Sunday 
of Advent 

Dec. 24-25 Christmas 
Church of the Brethren offices 
are closed 
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BVS volunteers head to Lewiston for orientation 

B rethren Volunteer Service (BVS) Unit 310 
is an orientation unit held in cooperation with the 
Brethren Revival Fellowship (BRF). The volunteers 

in Unit 310 completed training this summer and have begun 
work at their project site. All of the volunteers are serving at 
the Root Cellar in Lewiston, Maine. 

Monika and Zach Nolt, also from the White Oak church, who 
will serve as houseparents, and their son Jaden; Kezia Roop of 
Heidelburg Church of the Brethren in Myerstown, Pa.; Kevin 
Long of Trinity Church of the Brethren, Waynesboro, Pa.; Caleb 
Martin of the Heidelburg church; and Peggy and Walter Heisey, 
orientation leaders, also members at the Heidelburg church. 

The volunteers and their home congregations follow: Damon 
Crouse of White Oak Church of the Brethren in Manheim, Pa.; 

More information about Brethren Volunteer Service is 
at www.brethren.org/ bvs. 

Query focuses on relationship of On Earth Peace to the denomination 

West Marva District 
Conference has adopted a 
query titled "On Earth Peace 
Reportability/ Accountability to Annual 
Conference." This query, initiated by 
Bear Creek Church of the Brethren, 
asks "if it is the will of Annual 
Conference for On Earth Peace to 
remain an agency of the Church of the 
Brethren with reportability and 
accountability to Annual Conference." 

Beginning in 2011, On Earth Peace 
has received criticism for issuing a 
"Statement of Inclusion" that reads: 
''We are troubled by attitudes and 
actions in the church, which exclude 
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persons on the basis of gender, sexual 
orientation, ethnicity, or any other as
pect of human identity. We believe God 
calls the church to welcome all persons 
into full participation in the life of the 
faith community." 

The Standing Committee of district 
delegates to Annual Conference ex
pressed concern about the "Statement 
of Inclusion" in July 2012, when it 
released its own statement in 
response (see www.brethren.org/ 
news/ 2012/ ac2012-onsite-news/ a
way-forward.html). 

Since then, the Standing Committee 
has held a series of meetings and dis-

cussions with the board and executive 
staff of On Earth Peace. 

In 2014, the Standing Committee 
issued another statement after holding 
a conversation with On Earth Peace 
executive director Bill Scheurer and 
board chair Jordan Bies. The brief 
statement said: "Standing Committee 
does not support the 2011 Statement 
of Inclusion of On Earth Peace as 
an agency of the church, but we will 
continue to commit ourselves to walk 
in love together in the face of differ
ing interpretations of scripture and 
Annual Conference statements and 
decisions.'' 



Bethany Seminary's peace essay contest highlights peacemakers 

How and why are some individuals inspired 
and inspiring? The 2016 Bethany Peace Essay 
Contest- "Inspired and Inspiring Peacemakers"-asks 

student writers to share in a public voice about someone they 
consider to be an inspiring peacemaker. Sponsored by the peace 
studies program at the seminary, the contest is open to seminary, 
graduate school, college, and high school students who are fully 
enrolled in a program en route to a degree. Prizes of $2,000, 
$1,000, and $500 will be awarded for the top three essays. 

This theme is intended to be inclusive and expansive in 
terms of possible topics. The World Council of Churches' 
paper "An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace" has defined peace 
building and seeking cultures of peace under four broad cat
egories: peace in the community, peace with the earth, peace 
in the marketplace, and peace among the peoples. Essays are 
encouraged on individuals whose vision, voice, and work 
inspire peacemaking in any or all of these categories. Contes
tants may write on a familiar peacemaker like Martin Luther 
King or Wangari Maathai or cover lesser known figures such 
as Ted Studebaker, Leymah Gbowee, or Ella Baker. Submis-

Vega Baja, P, 

sions on peacemakers whose stories have not yet been told 
are also welcome. 

"Words like inspired and inspiring have fallen out of fash
ion for many in an era of cynicism and the politics of realism. 
Yet we remain fascinated by the spiritual and social sources of 
inspiration," says Scott Holland, Slabaugh Professor of Theol
ogy and Culture and the director of Bethany's peace studies 
program. "The inspiration for this theme came in part from 
conversations I had with Gary Studebaker, a brother of slain 
Brethren peacemaker Ted Studebaker. Gary and his brother 
Doug are currently writing a book about Ted's work and 
witness. It seemed appropriate this year to invite students to 
write on a peacemaker they find inspiring." 

Essays can be submitted between Jan. 1-25, 2016, and results 
will be announced by the end of February 2016. Winning essays 
will appear in selected publications of the Church of the Breth
ren, Friends, and Mennonite faith communities. For guidelines, 
terms, and submission procedures, go to www.bethanysemi
nary.edu/ peace-essay. Contact Bekah Houff at houffre@betha
nyseminary.edu or 765-983-1809 for additional information. 

Come experience why we have been named to 

Seminaries That Change the World! 
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LivingSimply 

The gift of sustaining love 
I nterstate 65 cuts through a massive wind 

farm in Northern Indiana. Driving through it 
from my Illinois home to the Happy Corner Church 

of the Brethren in Clayton, Ohio, last week, I got to 
thinking about a few different kinds of energy. For human 
beings, energy comes from many places-rest, work, space, 

MANDY GARCIA 

closeness-and we all need a little 
boost from time to time. But a single 
gust of energy can't continue without 
something more lasting to keep it 
going, some kind of momentum to fill 
us, breathe through us, and sustain us. 

I found myself in the middle of that 
windmill forest on my way to a memo
rial service for a friend who passed 
away suddenly and far too soon. She 
was the kind of person who found 

energy from being with people she loved, many of whom 
were gathered that day to face the "absence of her presence," 
as pastor Smith said, together. We ate chicken chili and told 

tainable living. We reduce, reuse, and recycle our way to 
healthier bodies and a healthier planet-which is important 
and good, of course. But all that simple living also seems a 
bit meaningless in the face of simply dying. What good are 
sustainable sources of energy if we don't share sustenance 
with others? 

At Tracy's memorial service I realized that the secret of 
truly sustainable living is not nearly as simple as I'd like to 
think. It has far less to do with composting and canning and 
far more to do with the pain and struggle and downright 
complicated nature oflove. Love might be simple in concept, 
but it is so often difficult in practice- and yet it is the very 
thing that sustains us: love for others, love of self, and most 
of all, the love of God. My friend knew this in her life and in 
her dying, and she perpetually shared it, never running out 
of love to give. 

We have been offered the unconditional, grace-filled love 
of Jesus-a love that sustains us through joy and sorrow, 
life and loss, questions and waiting, happiness and heart
ache. And we have been promised that where two or three 

... a single gust of energy can't continue without something more 
lasting to keep it going, some kind of momentum to fill us, breathe 
through us, and sustain us. 

stories and laughed between the tears. We talked about how 
incredible it was that she was the connection between the 
hundreds of people in the church gym that day, and how 
much she would have loved to see all of us together. We 
reflected on the faith that had sustained her through her life, 
and the love that she was able to freely and generously give 
because she was so full of it herself. 

We often talk about conserving energy through sus-
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are gathered in the name of Christ, he is with us, clearly 
felt, profoundly present, keeping his promises. What a re
lief it is to remember that even though life may be like the 
wind, love is available to give and receive as generously as 
Tracy did, because it is the most sustaining and sustainable 
way to truly live. li! 

Mandy Garcia is a freelance wri te r living in Elgin, Ill. 



Vouth&VoungAdults 

Andrea Brewster of Albion, Ind., is a 
first-year student at Manchester 

University who is taking part in the 
letter writing effort with the Death 
Row Support Project. 

Pen pals with death-row inmates 
by Emily Barrand 

H and-writing a letter is uncommon these 
days. Hand-writing letters to death-row inmates 
is even less common. However, more than 40 

Manchester University students are writing letters to 56 such 
inmates. 

Based out of Liberty Mills, Ind., the Death Row Support 
Project of the Church of the Brethren is an organization "that 
facilitates pen pal relationships between those on death row 
and those on the outside," according to its website. Prisoners 
on death row may spend as many as 23 hours alone each day. 
Often, even their families stop corresponding with them. The 
program allows inmates to have an outlet to the outside, to 
know about what is occurring beyond the prison walls. 

"It's mostly a communication avenue," said Carole Miller
Patrick, director of the university's Center for Service Op
portunities. "A lot of these people are in solitary confinement; 
a lot of them have restricted mail, even. It's an opening to the 
outside world." 

Stacy Erickson-Pesetski, associate dean for academic 
resources and associate professor of English, is teaching a 
first-year seminar course this semester called "Orange Is Not 
the New Black," inspired by her sabbatical work last year at 
Pendleton Correctional Facility. Erickson-Pesetski suggested 
her students participate in the Death Row Support Project to 
help them connect course material to the real world. 

"This isn't from a book; these are real prisoners," she 
said. "They still need human contact. They deserve so;ne 
humanity." 

Although participating is optional, 17 of Erickson-Pesetski's 
19 students in the seminar chose to do so. Any student who 
signs up for the program must commit to writing for one year. 
"You've got someone in prison looking forward to your letters," 
Miller-Patrick said. 

Members of the public may sign up at www.brethren.org/ drsp. 

Emily Barrand is a Manchester Universi ty communications assistant. 

Senior high youth in the western districts of the Church 
of the Brethren are invited to set aside Jan. 15-17 to attend Western 

Regional Youth Conference. On the theme "Becoming the Beloved Community" 
(Luke 17:20), the event takes place on Martin Luther King Jr. weekend on the 
campus of the University of La Verne in Southern California. "Violence, conflict, 
and controversy can tear us down and break us apart," said an announcement. 
"The beloved community seeks to raise levels of relationships and work for 
justice peacefully, simply, together, because the Kingdom of God is here in our 
midst." Youth who attend will have an opportunity to bring their questions, 
explore their values, and dream about another way of living in the beloved 
community. The cost is $45 for youth and their adult advisors. Register at www. 
pswdcob.org/ category/youth. 
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MedioReview 

Like running into 
an old friend 

0 kay, the title of this book sounds like it 
was written by Yoda: "Strong as death 
is love." But that's because Robert Alter writes 

with a poet's ear, a linguist's heart, and the wisdom of a Jedi 
master. The result is biblical poetry that reproduces the 
cadences and sense of the ancient original. 

Robert Alter, professor of Hebrew and comparative lit
erature at the University of California, 
Berkeley, has already published transla
tions of the Torah, the Psalms, the wis
dom literature, and the historical books 
of Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings. 
Thanks to him, those who don't read 
Hebrew may come closer to hearing the 
word of God with the same clarity and 
freshness as the first listeners. 

FRANK RAMIREZ 

Take his translation of Song of Songs 
8:6, from which the title of this book is 
taken. This is a scripture I share at al

most every funeral. Alter's version is both familiar and startling: 

Set me as a seal on your heart, 
as a seal on your arm. 
For strong as death is love, 
fierce as Sheol is jealousy. 

Instead of two lines that layer complementary words, 
love, and passion, Alter remains true to the actual meaning 
of the words by using "jealousy" instead of "passion." What 
we get is a battle of stark contrasts, love, and jealousy, strong 
emotions that conflict while remaining somehow akin. And 
instead of the grave, Alter points to Sheol, the shadowy place 
whose voracious appetite is matched by jealousy. 

I've been a collector of Bible translations since high 
school. Robert Alter is one of my favorites. In this book he 
translates Song of Songs, Ruth, Esther, Jonah, and Daniel. 
What do these books have in common? All five are classi
fied as late biblical writings. All five display evidence in their 
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vocabulary and outlook that they cannot have been written in 
the period in which they claim to be set. 

Alter's notes and actual translation make this very clear. 
Take Daniel. Though set during the time of the Babylonian 
exile centuries before, its use of words borrowed from Per
sian, its use of Aramaic instead of Hebrew for about half of 
the book, as well as its sure knowledge of the history of the 
third and second centuries before Christ-until the period 
in which it was written, around 165 BC-make it clear that it 
was probably the last book of the Bible to be written. That's 
probably one reason that in the Hebrew Bible it is not includ
ed with the prophets, but with the wisdom, story, and poetry 
section of the Old Testament known as the Writings. 

The book of Ruth directly addresses the attempt by Ezra 
and Nehemiah to eliminate foreigners by reminding every
one that King David's ancestry included one of the hated 
Moabites. The book of Esther (which, like the Song of Songs, 
never mentions God) is a riotous and over-the-top justifica
tion of a Mardi Gras-like spring celebration for which there 
is no warrant in the Torah. The book of Jonah dares to sug
gest that God might love even the Ninevites, and that God's 
justice and mercy is for all. Song of Songs celebrates the 
anticipation and consummation of sexual love by ordinary 
folk. And the book of Daniel not only demonstrates that the 
lessons learned by the exiles in Babylon about being faithful 
in a dangerous and unfaithful milieu apply even more during 
the persecution by Antioch Ephesian in the second century 
before Christ, it also demonstrates that God will ultimately 
judge the earth and earthly tyrants, and will one day direct 
history along its proper path. 

I read this book with the same excitement with which I 
read a long anticipated new book by a favorite writer. For me, 
few things can be as exciting as running into an old friend like 
these much translated scriptures with the freshness of a first 
meeting. Robert Alter's translations make me feel like I'm 
reading the Bible all over again for the first time. ll! 
Frank Ramirez is the sen ior pastor of Union 

Center (I nd.) Church of the Brethren. 



Stand against lslamophobia 

Sadly, Paul Fetcher's letter in the 
September MESSENGER expresses 
stereotypical and Islamophobic views 
of Muslims. History is filled with 
examples of how all who share the 
Abrahamic heritage-Hebrews, 
Christians, and Muslims alike-have 
fallen short of God's desire for an 
understanding, forgiving, and compas
sionate human family. All of us are 
guilty of horrific acts of violence in our 
national and personal attacks on those 
designated as "the enemy." 

The moving comments ofEkklesiyar 
Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the Church 
of the Brethren in Nigeria) president 
Samuel Dante Dali at Annual Confer
ence and in MESSENGER point the way 
to how forgiveness and healing are pos
sible, even in the face of unspeakable 

tragedy. Deep prejudice and violence 
in America and Nigeria challenges us 
to renew our commitment to peace 
and justice. American Brethren should 
stand firm with our Nigerian broth
ers and sisters in the rekindling of that 
commitment and the struggle against 
Islamophobia in both countries. 

David Waas 
North Manchester, Ind . 

Perversions of Islam 

As one who spent two decades working 
with peoples of various faiths over
seas, I applaud brother Paul Fetcher 
for his dedication and work in north
ern Nigeria. [See Letters, September 
MESSENGER.] But, unlike him, I believe 
neither Boko Haram nor ISIS carry out 
the work oflslam. Instead, their atro
cious acts are nothing but perversions 

5Reasons 
you should talk to 

Brethren Mutual Aid Agency 

about your insurance needs. 

Letters 

of what Islam stands for and does. 
Challenged to read the Koran by a 

frequent Christian letter writer to our 
local newspaper, I did so in 2010, high
lighting passages promoting religious 
warfare, By the end of the Koran, I'd 
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Letters 

marked three of them. However, none 
referred to a Jihad reaction. I conclude 
that any reference to acts of Jihad by 
Muslims comes from man's additions 
outside the sacred Koran itself. Written 
six centuries after our Bible, the Koran 
contains several passages that specifi
cally require all Muslims to get along 
with people of both the Jewish and 
Christian faiths. Shouldn't we Chris
tians follow Christ's similar example by 
showing love and tolerance equally to 
those with different religious beliefs? 

The Stanislaus (Calif.) County In
terfaith Council (SCIC) has hosted a 
Thanksgiving week Interfaith Service 
for 18 years, raising thousands of dollars 
for our county's homeless. SCIC board 
members represent Muslims, Jews, 
Christians, Buddhists, Sikhs, and human-

ists. Each interfaith service involves 
congregants and children from all these 
faith groups, and is a true highlight of the 
community calendar. I believe this ap
proach demonstrates Christ's love. I am 
blessed to be the representative from the 
Modesto (Calif.) Church of the Brethren 
to such an upbeat, tolerant council. 

Where is the love? 

Dan Galt 
Modesto, Ca lif. 

I grew up in the Church of the Brethren 
and was fortunate to have been born 
into a family of love-one that taught 
all people were children of God. My 
father pastored several churches during 
his lifetime and taught me there was 
good in everyone. I have a tremendous 

Go to www.bethanyseminary.edu/peace-essay to learn more. 
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love for my church, but have struggled 
to stay because of the hate and distrust 
that has been shown to me. Now, once 
more, am faced with how to love my 
brothers and sisters in the Southeastern 
District and elsewhere, in light of the 
district's Resolution on Same-Sex Mar
riage [see October MESSENGER]. 

Item number 1 in their resolution 
states: "All are invited .. . worship the 
Lord." That may be true but I would 
not feel comfortable knowing I was not 
loved and respected. And yes, I know, 
"Love the sinner, hate the sin." Who 
comes up with that? Item 2: "Marriage 
is a God-ordained covenant ... one 
man and one woman." Today, some 50 
percent of marriages ending in divorce. 
What does that say about marriage? 
Item 3: "The Southeastern District ... 



licensed or ordained ministers." Not a lot 
of openness to explore new ministries or 
new members. Item 4: I don't see much 
need for this one, if item 3 is followed. 
Item 5: This will not likely happen since 
everything before this does not allow much 
wiggle room, although I don't know how 
you can patrol this activity. 

One thing I find missing from this 
resolution is what I was taught from a 
very young age, and still hear preached 
in my church: love. This is what Jesus 
taught and lived. Jesus had love for all 

people throughout his ministry: people on 
the edges, the marginalized, the poor, the 
homeless, and those ignored by others. 

I respect you and your theological inter
pretation of Scripture. I am not asking you 
to let go of your beliefs, but please allow 
me that same privilege. In 1979, Annual 
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Conference adopted the "Biblical 
Inspiration and Authority" statement. 
This is a very good statement, and all 
of us need to follow the recommen
dations that Annual Conference has 
provided for us. 

In his October editorial, "In this 
together," MESSENGER editor Randy 
Miller reminds us what can be done 
when we work together as a denomi
nation for our Nigerian brothers and 
sisters. Should we not be doing this for 
ourselves here? Brother Miller states 
it well in his last paragraph. 

I am so glad that my congregation
Hope, in the Michigan District-voted 
in its congregational council meet
ing to discuss what it means to be a 
"welcoming congregation." We are on 
a journey. 

Daniel McRoberts 
Ca ledonia, M ich . 

NIH RESEARCH STUDY 

■ CLASSIFIEDS 
' 

Camp Mack Executive Director Posi
tion Camp Alexa nder Mack, on Lake Waubee, 
Milford, IN, is a year-round camping and retrea t 
ministry of the Indiana Churches of the Breth
ren . The camp· is 65 acres with additiona l 180 
acres of wilderness area. Camp Mack was 
founded in 1925 and continues to serve 1000+ 
users per year. The Executive Director will serve 
as the camp administrator and will develop poli 
cy and long rage goals for the camp ing ministry 
in partnership with the Board of Directors. Thi s 
full time position has responsibility for develop
ing and implementing policies and programs of 
the .Board of Di rectors; staffing; overseeing the 
promotion and scheduling of program s and 
facilit ies; overseeing administration of the camp; 
maintaining professional standards; fund-rai s
ing in coordination with the Board of Directors. 
The qualified candidate will be a faithful Chris
tian with a clear understanding and appreciation 

of the Church of the Brethren; have a bachelor 
degree, with IACCA certification preferred; have 
proven supervisory experience in outdoor minis
tries; have appropriate emotional maturity and 
stabi lity and be able to create excitement in 
persons of diverse backgrounds; be gifted in 
interpreting the camp's mission. 

For more information about the ca mp visit 
www.campmack.org. Send inquires, letters of 
interest and resumes to CampMackSearch@ 
gmai l. com. (ACA accredited .) 

The CrossRoads Stories from Valley Breth
ren-Mennonite Heritage Center, Harrisonburg, 
VA. Children's picture books for libraries, schools 
or personal enjoyment, ages 4 to 8. A Surprise for 
Ruth and A Pet for Levi by Linda Miller. Website: 
www.crossroadsstories.com Hardcover $16.99 
and softcover $10.99 plus shipping. lhmill
er1945@gmail.com or 540-476-1188. 

Depa rtment of Health & Human Servi ces 
Nationa l Institutes of Health 
www.clinica ltria ls.gov 
Protocol No. 80-M-0083 

bipo -~--r- : : '"'1"""""' etics 
Help researchers identify genes that may affect the chance of 

getting bipolar disorder. Together we may help future generations. 

• Study participation includes an interview (2-4 hours) and a blood sample. 
• Participants must be 18 or older and may be eligible if they have 

either a bipolar diagnosis or a family member with bipolar disorder. 
• No travel necessary. No cost to participate . Financial compensation provided . 
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Join A Study! 
Call Joan Mallinger 

301-594-0576 or 1-866-644-4363 
TTY: 1-866-411-1010 

www.nimh.nih .gov/JoinAStudy 

Write to Joan Mallinger 
National Institute of Mental Health 

10 Center Drive, MSC 1264 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892-1264 

~'\ National Institute llrllillf'/ of Mental Health 



Turningpoints 
Please send information Martin , Ryan Gehr, Alyssa Deaths Likin, Vesta Lee Mathias, 86, Godfrey, Benjamin D ., S . Pa. 
to be inc luded in Gehr Keyser, W.Va. , Sept. 4 Dist. (Codorus, Dallas-
Turning Points to Jean Monocacy, Rocky Ridge, Alexander, Glenn Robert, Little, Joan Eli zabeth town, Pa.) , April 12 
Clements, 1451 Dundee Md.: Hunter Hurley, Josie 93, Acciden t, Md., July 29 Watson, 72, Westminster, Keller, Jo rdan , Atl. N.E. 
Ave, E lg in , IL 60 12 0 ; Kaas, Kelly Kaas, Chelsea Batdorf, Janet Claycomb, 82, Md., April 23 Dist. (Lewiston, Maine), 
800-323-80 39, ext . 320; Smith, R. J. Smith, Wilton Harrisburg, Pa. , Aug. 27 Long, L. Russell, 86, North Sept. 20 
jclem e n ts@ brethren.org. Smith, IV Beckwith, Carr ie Belle Manchester, Ind ., May 23 Landram, Eric L. , Shen. 
In formatio n must be Ridgely, Md.: Hannah Lewis, 89, La Verne, Mason, Dorothy H. Smith, Dist. (S taunton , Va.) , 
com plete in o rder to be Garey, Kylie Voorhees, Calif. , Sept. 19 9 1, North Manchester, Aug. 23 
publis hed. In format ion Katelyn Hutchison, Genna Beebe, Jeffrey, 41 , Ashland, Ind., May 2 1 Moon, Samuel G., W. Marva 
o lder than one year can- Young Ohio, Sept. 14 Mason, James H ., 93, North Dist. (Fairview, Oakland, 
n ot b e p ubli sh ed. Spring Branch, Warsaw, Bitzer, Naomi Rudy, 93 , Manchester, Ind. , May 27 

Md.) , Aug. 23 
Mo.: Jim Keel, Gretchen Greenville, Ohio, July 26 Maul, Mary E. Badger, 98, 

New Members Keel Bowman, Lucy Marie Lititz, Pa. , April 8 

Licensed Stevens Hill Community, Mundy, 99, Bridgewater, Menke, Robert Al lan , 38, 
Akron, First, Akron, Ohio: 

Elizabethtown, Pa.: Audrey Va. , July 20 Greenville, Ohio, Aug. 22 
Chad Axline, Kristin Ax- Bucher, Gordon W. , 89, Miller, Francis, 80, Acc ident, Bocchieri, John , N. Ohio 
line, Crystal Baglia, Adam Estep, Randy Estep, Jade 

North Manchester, Ind ., Md., June 26 Dist. (Painesville, Ohio) , 
Skoptis Love-Morris, Ashley 

Sept. 28 Moyer, Hazel, 78, Royers- July 19 
Brownsville, Knoxville, StoeckJ 

Button, Glendon Dale, 83, ford, Pa. , Sept. 5 Bocchieri, Sondra, N. Ohio 
Md .: H elen Hildebrand, Stone, Huntingdon, Pa. : 

Ames, Iowa, Sept. 25 Murphy, Shirley Ann, 87, Dist. (Painesville, Ohio) , 
Dale Smith, Sandy Smith, Sara White 

Callihan, Ivan Carl, 93 , Westminster, Md. , July 20 July 19 
James Fun khouser, Thurmont, Md.: Dawn 

Lancaster, Pa ., July 26 Naylor, Kent E., 89, Bryant, Crystal, Ill. & Wis . 
Sarah Funkhouser, H obbs, Bernie Hobbs 

Cassel, Judith A. , 74, Man- McPherson, Kan., Aug. 25 Dist. (Girard, Ill.), May 9 
Kyle Goetzimer, Alyson Topeka, Kan.: Lei Wade 

heim, Pa., Nov. 11 , 20 I 4 Patterson, Robert Irvin, 88, Izquierdo, Carolina, Atl. 
Welty, Curtis Leatherman, Williamson Road, Roanoke, 

Cook, Harold E. , 84, Kittanning, Pa. , Aug. I 7 .E. Dist. (Lancaster, 
Tommy Mentzer, Tracy Va.: Helen Starkey 

Brookville, Ohio, June 24 Petticoffer, Earl B. , 98, Pa.) , Aug. 30 
Mentzer Elliott, Delbert R. , 79, Oak- Lititz, Pa. , April 17 Ochoa, Leonor, Atl. N.E. 

Geiger, Friedens, Pa.: Todd Anniversaries land, Md., Aug. 30 Quay, Clarence Elwood, Dist. (Lancaster, Pa.) , 
Boyer, Matthew Boyer, 

Bailey, Basil and Al ice, Roa- Ellsworth, Jeffrey M., 59, Jr. , 99, Bridgewater, Va., Aug.30 McCauley Van Gilder, 
North Canton, Ohio, Sept. 12 Quinn, F. Roderick, Virlina Hartley Va n Gilder, Rea- noke, Va., 55 Radford, Betty Jean, 87, July 8 Dist. (N inth Street, Roa-gan Lynch, Cody Lynch Balshaugh, Robert and Mar-

Enck, Barbara L. Showalter, Roanoke, Va. , May 23 
noke, Va.) , Aug. 30 Harrisburg, First, Har- tha, Myerstown, Pa ., 50 

84, Ephrata , Pa. , May 13 Ritchey, Audrey J. West, 74, 
Ramirez, Atl. N.E. Dist. risburg, Pa.: Xavier Cruz, Brode, Robert and Marian, Ashland, Ohio, March 25 

Supreme Funn, Kri stina Mechanicsbu rg, Pa. , 60 Forry, George L. , 89, Lititz, 
Ritchie, Sharon Kay, 65 , (Lancaster, Pa.), Aug. 30 

Hunn, Matthew Hunn, Getz, Irving L. and Carolyn Pa ., May 1 
Grottoes, Va ., June 22 Forry, Virginia Sausser, 98, Placements Rachel McClinton, Tyquan S., Maurertown, Va ., 50 

Lancaster, Pa ., March 28 Runner, Ronald M., 80, 
Reddick, Briel Slocum Harris, Howard and Sally, 

Foust, Thelma Mae Putman, Keyser, W.Va., Aug. 27 Bocchieri, John, from Henry Fork, Rocky Mount, Ashland, Ohio, 55 
83, Somerset, Pa., Sept. 5 Schubert, Lois Alta Beery, 

co-interim to co-pastor, Va.: Bonnie Altice, Ricky Hylton, Dale and Gladys, 80, G lendora, Cali f. , 
Altice, Gage Coleman, Lancaster, Pa., 65 

Fralin, Sally Carter, 80, 
Sept. 14 Painesville, Ohio, July 19 

Joseph Fain, Lo ri Gardner, Jones, Richard and Yvonne, 
Roanoke, Va. , June 28 

Self, Letha May Abe, 95 , Bocchieri, Sondra, from 

Adrian na Gonzalez, Westminster, Md., 60 
Fuhrman, Russell L. , 90, 

Fort Ashby, W.Va. , Jan. 2 co-interim to co-pastor, 

Kendall Hall, Linda Altice Long, William and Lucille, 
Skippack, Pa., ov. 15, 

Sherman, Lucille, IO I , Painesville, Ohio, July 19 
Hodges, Ad rian Perdue, Goshen, Ind. , 70 

2014 
Wheatland, Mo., July 19 Bozman, Paul M., from 

Brock Young, Richard McGolerick, John and Ruth, 
Gift, James D. , 81 , Keyser, 

Silvious, Stephen H. , 67, pastor, Center, Louisville, 
Young, Terry Davis, Jean - Frederick, Md. , 74 

W.Va., Sept. l 
Gettysburg, Pa., Aug. 25 Ohio, to pastor, Eastwood, 

nie Sigmon Mock, Gordon and Virginia, 
Grandusky, Sharon Lamb, 

Smith, Enos Wesley, Jr. , 99, Akron, Ohio, Aug. 9 
Lakewood, Millbury, Ohio: Goshen, Ind ., 60 

61 , Ellamore, W.Va., 
Skippack Township, Pa. , Crenshaw, Tobin, from inter -

William Holsopple, Beth Murphy, Wi ll iam and Ruth, 
April 17 

April 24 im to pastor, Akron , First, 
A. Holsopple, Helen Greene, Geneva P., 85, West- Smith, Mary E ., 93, Har- Akron, Ohio, June 28 Greenville, Ohio, 60 minster, Md., July 19 Martin, Paul Martin , Lee 

Patches , James and Jean, risburg, Pa. , July 13 Dodd, Gabriel P. , pastor o f 
Nichols Harrison, Joan M., 76, Spence, Ella Mae Ruth, 9 1, you th and young families, Myerstown, Pa. , 50 Decatur, Ga., July 27 Lancaster, Pa.: Nilsa Ortiz 

Patterson, Ivan and Clara, Meyersdale, Pa. , Jun 12 Montezuma, Dayton, Va ., 
Lititz, Pa. : Sarah Challenger, 

Greenville, Ohio, 65 
Herrington, Chester A., 98, Steller, Harold Dwight, 49, Sept. 16 

Alice DeS icghardt, Audrey Pemberville, Ohio, Lancaster, Pa. , Aug. 6 Frado, James M., Jr. , from 
Myer, Amanda Nace, Raines, Jack and Peggy, Aug. 30 Titus , Michael Rowan, 64, 
Brya n Seese, Henrietta McGaheysville, Va., 68 Houck, Ruth Naomi , 9 7, Eas t Wenatchee, Wash., 

in terim to pastor, Rich -

Seese, John Ulshoefer, Jan Schreck, Richard and Ruth Mount Airy, Md. , July 2 1 Sept. 7 
land , Mansfield , Ohio, 

Ulshoefer Ann, Westminster, Md., 50 Kreider, Robert H., 79, Zientek, Elizabeth Mae Cur-
June 28 

Maple Grove, Ashland, Sine, Donald and Thelma, Lancaster, Pa ., June 25 tis, 71, Brunswick, Md ., 
Landram, Eric L. , pastor, 

Ohio: ;;rynnae Ables, Maurertown, Va., 68 Landis , C. David, 79, Lititz, June 23 
Lititz, Pa. , Sept. l 

Keeton Ables, Randy Slaybaugh, Bennard and Pa. , May 7 Zwally, Lorraine Fasnacht, 
Roudebush , Martha J ., 

Keener, Kay Keener, Gary Joan, H anover, Pa., 50 Layman, Gwendolyn 89, Ephrata, Pa., March 22 pastor, Walnut Grove, 

Manion, Krissy Manion, Strycker, Wallace and Bar- Klima, 81, Defiance, Damascus, Va., March 22 

Em ily Wesner bara, Goshen, Ind. , 55 Ohio, July 25 Ordained Wantz, Douglas E., pastor, 

Mill Creek, Port Republic, Wenger, Don and Jane, Port Lefevre, Donald C., 82, Dranesville, Herndon, Va., 

Va.: Camryn Landes Republic, Va., 55 Lancaster, Pa. , Aug. 13 Bahn, Duane, S. Pa . Dist. Sept. I 
Mohler, Ephrata, Pa.: Werner, Garth and Diane, Lehman, Melvin G. , 80, (Codorus, Dallastown, Weber, John R. pastor, 

Stephen Martin , Martha McPherson, Kan., 50 Ephrata, Pa. , March 24 Pa.),April 12 Waynesboro, Pa. , July 1 
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Editorial 

Are we listening? 
K

evin held his guitar in his lap and let the 

last chord of his song linger in the air. 
"That was really nice," someone said from across 

the living room full of musicians. "What's it called?" 
I can't remember what song it was, but I do remember the 

RANDY MILLER 
MESSENGER EDITOR 

way Kevin answered. With a sly grin, 
he carefully spelled out the name of 
the tune in American Sign Language. 

We sat there baffled. No one in 
the room knew sign language, and 
we were aware that Kevin could hear 
just fine. Eventually he told us-with 
spoken words this time- the name of 
the song he'd just sung. 

"When did you learn to sign?" 
someone asked. "Is someone in your 
family deaf?" 

"No, it wasn't anything like that," 
he told them. "I'm into scuba diving and, when I started out, I 
figured it would be a great way to communicate under water." 
Then he added, with a laugh, "The only problem with my plan 
was that none of the other scuba divers could understand sign 
language!" 

That's the way we often communicate in the church. We're 
so intent on conveying our message that we don't think about 
how- or if-it will be received. We're more concerned with 

overlooked a vital element in the equation: the recipient. 
For communication to occur, both the sender and the 

recipient of a message need to make sure they're on the same 
page, so to speak. Senders may know exactly what they are 
trying to get across, but, unless they've taken into account 
how their message will be received, they stand a good chance 
of being misunderstood. 

"Stop Talking" tops the list of"The 10 Principles of Listen
ing" found at skillsyouneed.com. It is followed by "Prepare 
Yourself to Listen." Others include "Empathize," "Avoid 
Personal Prejudice," and "Listen to the Tone." Nowhere on the 
list do we find "Take Notes in Preparation for Your Rebuttal," 
"Find Their Weak Points," or "Think of Arguments to Counter 
Their Claims." At the end of the list, readers are reminded: 
"Do not jump to conclusions about what you see and hear. You 
should always seek clarification to ensure that your under
standing is correct." 

Some may sniff at the "electronic wisdom" available on the 
Internet, claiming, "All the skills I need can be found in the 
Bible." Fair enough. In Proverbs, we are told that "A fool takes 
no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing personal 
opinion" (Prov. 18:2). The book of James also has a few things 
to say about listening: ''You must understand this, my beloved: 
let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger" 
(James 1:19). And, putting it more bluntly, "If any think they 
are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their 

We're so intent on conveying our message that we don't think about 
how-or if-it will be received. 

getting our perspective heard than listening to another- espe
cially when we think ours is the only perspective. 

In Church of the Brethren districts around the country, 
conferences are being held and queries drafted to argue one 
point or another. Much time and effort goes into crafting 
these documents. People are concerned with making sure that 
their point of view is heard clearly and correctly. They remind 
me a little of Kevin, who wanted so much to become skilled 
in sign language in order to communicate underwater that he 
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hearts, their religion is worthless" (James 1:26). 
If the Internet and the Bible aren't enough, there's always 

Mark Twain: "If we were supposed to talk more than ·we lis
ten, we would have two tongues and one ear." 

As Kevin eventually realized, you have to consider whether 
your audience will be able to understand your message. 
Maybe it's time we put a little more effort into listening to one 
another and a little less on preaching at one another. 

But that's just my perspective. li! 





30 million children 
have no home becaLJse of 

war, violence and persecution 
In total, 59.5 million people are forcibly displaced from their homes 

at the end of 2014. The United Nations reports this is the 

highest number on record ... and the tragedy keeps expanding. Nigeria 1,379,051 
Nearly 700,000 Nigerian Brethren 

are Displaced 

Join the response, help shelter, feed and care for the homeless 
• Be in continuous prayer for all that are displaced or homeless. 

• Support the Nigeria Crisis Response where your funds will have the most significant impact. 

The COB is one of few organizations responding in Nigeria. 
www.brethren.org/nigeriacrisis 

• Give to Brethren Disaster Ministries Middle East and Syrian Refugee Response. 
www.brethren.org/edf 

• Contact a Church World Service office to sponsor a Refugee. 

www.cwsglobal.org/refugee 

• Advocate for refugees by contacting the Peace Witness Office. 
nhosler@brethren.org or 717-333-1649 

Find us on the web at www.brethren.org/bdm 

Give to the 
Emergency Disaster Fund 

Church of the Brethren 
1451 Dundee Avenue 

Elgin, IL 60120 
or online at 

brethren.org/edf 
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