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Will the real Jesus please stand up? 
Just who is Jesus, really? It sometimes seems as if the 

Bible gives us a multifaceted portrait of him, and God's 

purposes in sending him among us. Which portrait is 

the real one? And who gets to decide? 

Idols in the sky 
In January, Brethren helped organize the first 

Interfaith Conference on Drone Warfare at Princeton 

Theological Seminary. Nathan Hosler and Bryan 

Hangar, of the Church of the Brethren Office of Public 

Witness, wonder if "we have been deceived by a tech

nological quick fix that has taught us the lie that our 

security depends on our brother's insecurity." 

Creating a climate for justice 
"What does a changing global climate mean for the 

poor, both now and if we stay on the current path?" 

Authors Sharon Yohn and Laura White address that 

question in this, their second 

article in a series on climate change 

Look, listen, and share your story 
We face life and we face death, but how do we live? 

Melody Keller offers three Easter actions that can 

help us live well. 
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FromthePublisher 

W hen my house was burglarized recently, the thief 
took the usual stuff-a laptop, an iPad, a camera. While putting 

the house back together, I realized we didn't have much else that was worth 
stealing. The stuff I care about has sentimental value, not pawn shop value. 
While I was sorry to lose the digital files that I had neglected to back up, I was 

WENDY MCFADDEN 
PUBLISHER 

grateful to see that the burglar had no interest in the 
hundred-year-old treadle sewing machine, for example. 

Among the many sympathetic comments on Face
book, one bibliophile friend asked me (with mock hor
ror), "Did they steal any books?" 

Of course there are so many stacked up around the 
house that it would be pretty near impossible to tell if 
any were missing. But wouldn't it be something if the 
thief were after my library! (I could almost like a thief 
like that.) There's the collection of old Brethren Press 
books. There are lots of books for children. A whole 
row of C. S. Lewis. Novels by Marilynne Robinson. A 

just-bought book on hymnody. A tall stack on race. 
Some academic tomes. Some really old books that used to belong to my parents. 
Books on language. Books that I own just because they're beautiful. 

I could have told the thief that the books in our house are worth more than 
the small electronics he lifted. If he had taken some of these books, he might 
have expanded his worldview. He might have learned about working for peace 
in Iraq, or how for-profit prisons are devastating black and brown communities, 
or how immigrants are changing the face of the church. He might have learned 
the story behind the art in the St. John's Bible. He might have discovered some 
ideas on what it means to follow Jesus. Maybe he would have thought of the 
possibility of another way of living. 

But he paid no attention to the treasures all around him because he was 
looking to get rich quickly. With books you get rich more slowly. 

Read with abandon. Live richly. Back up your electronic devices. 
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Michigan church raises 
funds for Nigeria 

lntouch 

A cloth worn by the 
ZME women's group 
of the Church of the 
Brethren in Nigeria. 

L:t fall, Tim Joseph, of the Onekama (Mich.) Church of the Brethren, came up with 
idea for raising funds for the crisis in Nigeria. And, on Jan. 31, that idea became a reality as some 
150 people from at least 10 Brethren churches in the Michigan District gathered to pray, listen 

to music, enjoy a meal, learn about what's going on in Nigeria, and contribute funds to help alleviate 
the suffering there. 

In advance of the big event, members of the Onekama Church and the Lakeview Church of the Brethren 
printed a poster that went on Face book and was displayed around the town and county. Copies of the poster and 
an explanatory letter went to every Brethren person and church in Michigan, as well as other area churches. 

A silent auction drew items to be sold from as far as the West Coast, including a large quilt from Oregon. 
All of the auction items went for good sums, with people often paying more than what they bid, all in the 
spirit of supporting the cause. 

Joseph was interviewed by a local newspaper, which resulted in a front page article that generated dona
tions even from people unable to attend the event. A second article following the event also was published. 

Fabrics that member Susan Barnard had collected from Africa adorned the church sanctuary 
and basement. 

As a community working, playing, and praying together, the group raised raised more than $10,000 to 
help our brothers and sisters in Nigeria. -Frances Townsend 

by the numbers 

' 

Dollars raised 
for the Nigeria 

Crisis Fund from 
October 2014 

through 
February 2015. 
(See details in 
News.) 
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A visible stand for peace 
Mount Morris (Ill.) Church of the Brethren is 
encouraging others to be visible in a stand for 
peace and a different approach to life through 
the sale of yard signs with the words "On Earth 
Peace" and a logo featuring the dove of peace. 
The congregation's mission and evangelism 
team had signs printed using memorial funds, 
with permission from On Earth Peace, in order 
to share a "clear, simple, and beautiful" mes
sage, wrote Dianne Swingel. 

The congregation promoted the signs at the 
Illinois and Wisconsin district conference and 
now is reaching out to neighboring congre
gations, camps, nursing homes, educational 
institutions, and some 20 Mennonite churches 
in the area. The signs are suitable for placing in 
a yard or window. Each sign is printed on both 
sides on durable material, and comes with a 
sturdy metal framework. 

"When thinking about the many cars and 
trucks which pass my home, with the OEP sign 
out front, there is likely a very small number 
who are Church of the Brethren," Swingel 
wrote. "The others are those with whom we 
want to share the beautiful message of peace." 
Cost per sign is $10. Order from Mount Morris 
Church of the Brethren, P.O. Box 2055, Mount 
Morris, IL 61054; phone: 815-734-4574, or 
write mtmcob@frontier.net. 

Carl and Roxane Hill, co-directors of the 
denomination's Nigeria Crisis Response, 
were hosted recently by Lakewood Church of the_ 

Brethren in Millbury, Ohio. Church members observed a day 
of fasting before enjoying a dinner and fellowship together. 
Afterwards, the Hills presented a slide show about life in 
Nigeria, the violence that is taking place now, and the church's 
response to the crisis. 

Congregations and districts that want to hear more about 
what is happening in Nigeria and what the Church of the 
Brethren is doing to walk with our sisters and brothers in the 
Nigerian Church of the Brethren, contact Kendra Harbeck at 
847-429-4388. She can arrange speakers to come to churches 
or districts to present on Nigeria including Carl and Roxane 
Hill, Jay Wittmeyer of Global Mission and Service, or Roy Win
ter of Brethren Disaster Ministries. 

A long tradition of outreach 
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Following World War II, members of the Ivester Church of the Brethren in Grundy Center, Iowa, 
began what has become a long tradition- the White Gift Offering. It began as an offering of clothing, 
bedding, or other household items for people in need. On a designated Sunday in Advent, members 
of the congregation were invited to bring a gift, wrapped in white, to place under the church Christ
mas tree during worship. Gifts were then sent to Church World Service for distribution to needy 
people. 

In more recent years, members have been invited to bring a gift of money in a white envelope for 
selected projects. These projects usually include a local need, a national or an international need, or 
a ministry arm of the Church of the Brethren. 

Two projects were supported this past Christmas: On Earth Peace and relief work for the Church 
of the Brethren in Nigeria. The White Gift Offering this past season netted $734 for On Earth Peace. 
The offering for the Nigerian church came to $2,070, and is being matched at the denominational 
level.-Marlene Neher 



Poet's son featured in 
'Brethren Voices' 
The February edition of "Brethren Voices;' 
a community television program of Portland 
(Ore.) Peace Church of the Brethren, features 
an interview with Kim Stafford, son of poet 
William Stafford. Producer Ed Groff notes 
that this follows the March 2014 MESSEN-
GER feature about William Stafford, who was 
Poetry Consultant for the Library of Congress 
in 1971-72. He was a member of the Church of 
the Brethren, and during World War II served 
as a conscientious objector in Civilian Public 
Service. He worked for three years maintain
ing roads, building trails, restoring eroded 
lands, and fighting forest fires. After the war he 
taught high school, worked as secretary to the 
director of Church World Service, and com
pleted his master's degree at the University of 
Kansas where his thesis topic focused on his 
experience as a CO. 

Landmarks and Laurels 

A La Verne ( Calif.) Church of the Brethren is celebrating its quas
._-, quicentennial (125th anniversary) this year, reports member 
Marlin Heckman. Special events are planned throughout the year, and 
one Sunday each month the church is having a "quasquicentennial 
moment" in worship on themes such as the cornerstone, women in the 
church, music in the church, camping, relationship to the University of La 
Verne, and more. Member Eric Davis created an anniversary logo. 

A Casa de Modesto marks its 50th anniversary in May, and is plan
._-, ning a year's worth of activities to celebrate. Casa de Modesto, Calif., 
is a member of the Fellowship of Brethren Homes. As part of the celebra
tion, the center is adding special activities including several open houses 
and a fundraiser in the fall. Staff and residents are putting together a time 
capsule to be opened in 2065. Also in the works are a senior gala in May, a 
Chamber of Commerce mixer in June, and participation in the 4th of July 
parade. The anniversary recognizes the work and foresight of Merle 
Strohm, member of Modesto Church of the Brethren, whose dream led to 
the creation of Casa de Modesto. It is the only nonprofit retirement center 
in Modesto that offers three levels of care for its residents-independent 
living, assisted living, and skilled nursing care. 

In 1948, William Stafford taught at 
Lewis and Clark College in Oregon before 
serving on the faculty at Manchester Col
lege in the English Department. He later re
turned to Lewis and Clark, where he taught 
until his retirement. He died in August 1993, 
having authored more than 60 volumes of 
poetry. Kim Stafford has continued to assist 
his father's publishing efforts. Contact pro
ducer Ed Groff at groffprodl@msn.com. 

A Rudy Amaya of Principe de Paz Church 
._-, of the Brethren in Santa Ana, Calif., has 
received a Youth Opportunity Scholarship from 
Pacific Southwest District. He will use it to attend 
Christian Citizenship Seminar in April in New 
York and Washington, D.C. "Rudy demonstrated 
his skills for preaching during the Saturday eve
ning district conference worship in November 
2014," reported district youth advisor Dawna Welch. "He feels called to 
serve God, his church, and the disadvantaged. Please uphold Rudy and 
the 10 youth from La Verne (Calif.) Church of the Brethren with your 
prayers and blessings for safe travel and continued growth in faith." 

Remembered 
Eleanor .Jane Rowe, 82, of Westmin
ster, Md., died Nov. 1. She had served 
on the Church of the Brethren denomi
national staff as an office administrator 
at the Brethren Service Center in New 
Windsor, Md. She had been married 
to Donald E. Rowe, who died in 2004. 
She was a longstanding member of the 
Church of the Brethren, and her service 
to the church included serving as trea
surer for the Mid-Atlantic District. 

N.L. "Pete" Roudebush, 73, of Taylor 
Valley, Va., a former co-executive min
ister for Southeastern District, died Feb. 
22 in Bristol, Tenn. He was an ordained 

minister and pastor of Walnut Grove 
Church of the Brethren in Damascus, Va. 
In 2000 he was called as co-executive 
minister for Southeastern District with 
his wife, Martha, and served the district 
for 10 years. 

Margaret M. "Margie" Petry, 84, a 
former Church of the Brethren mission 
worker in Nigeria, died Dec. 8, 2014. She 
had been living at Timbercrest in North 
Manchester, Ind., and was a member of 
the Manchester Church of the Brethren. 
She and her husband Carroll "Kaydo" 
Petry served in Nigeria with the Church 
of the Brethren from 1963-69. She also 

was a professional artist. Many of her 
works are found at Camp Alexander 
Mack, including the most recent addi
tion to the camp's murals. 

Sidney Elizabeth King of Nampa, 
Idaho, passed away Jan. 27 following a 
long illness. She had served as district 
executive minister for the Church of 
the Brethren's Idaho District from 
1989-1998. She also served as treasurer 
of the Council of District Executives. 
Prior to that, she served on the denomi
nation's General Board from 1986-1989. 
Other church involvements included the 
Womaen's Caucus. 
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Reflections 

Peeling back 
I have a love/hate relationship with personality 

tests which, in ministry vocations, seem ubiquitous._ 
Whether it is the Myers-Briggs, Enneagram, or Workmg 

Styles profiles, we are constantly testing ourselves as a practice 
of self-reflection. The problem is, of course, sometimes we 
don't want to confront what these tests reveal about ourselves. 

JOSHUA BROCKWAY 

Ignorance often is bliss. On the other 
hand, self-knowledge can be a tool of 
self-justification. While there are those 
who hide from personality surveys, 
there are those who hide behind them. 
Both are escapists. One runs from 
knowing, the other runs from changing. 

Yet, as I frequently teach, spiri
tuality is a matter of understanding 
ourselves in the light of God. Knowing 
more about myself isn't just an exercise 
in self-interest. Rather, it is a practice 

that can guide us in understanding more about God and who 
God has created us to be. That project, however, requires also 
finding out about our dark sides, the things Christian tradition 
has called vices. Knowing both the dark and the light sides of 
ourselves reveals both where we are and where God is leading 
us. In other words, we come to see our transformation in grace 
as we see the things we wish we didn't know. 

I remember vividly the first time I worked with the Ennea-

off a bandage that has been stuck for some time-whether it's 
done quickly or slowly, it's never painless. I even went back 
to my notes on my Enneagram number, and the same frustra
tions resurfaced. While I hope that what I learned in five 
years has moved me further into grace, I could still see things 
I wish I did not know. 

This kind of self-work is not a matter of works justifica
tion. Rather, it is a journey in and through grace. Grace 
uncovers our struggles, and grace gives us the means to live 
even more fully into grace. And in light of such grace, we 
cannot help but try. We are not trying to transform ourselves 
by our own handiwork but are taking part in what God has 
begun in us. That is to say that God's grace does not wipe 
away our struggles to fulfill our hopes in an instant. In fact, 
grace has a way of revealing the strength in our weakness. 
God invites us into the journey ofliving into our salvation
that is, who God created us to be and become. The tricky part 
is that we are stuck in time. We cannot help but look at this 
journey in terms of cause and effect. Yet, as Paul reminds us, 
we are to keep at the race. 

Much is made of authenticity today. People long to be 
accepted for who they are. We reveal to each other our 
"types," hoping we are being transparent and authentic, and 
expect others to adapt. Within the larger frame of Christian 
spirituality, however, these tests help us to see who we are 

God's grace does not wipe away our struggles to fulfill 
our hopes in an instant. In fact, grace has a way of revealing 
the strength in our weakness. 

gram. I was at a retreat in which participants had each taken 
the survey. During an evening session, after I had been reading 
up on my "number; ' we were invited to share about our under
standings and experiences. I was amazed by those around me 
who seemed ready and willing to peel back their masks and 
talk humbly and bluntly about their hopes and struggles. 

I was not as willing. Everything I had read about myself 
made me cringe. I was not ready to disclose what I had learned, 
nor was I ready to share where I thought it was leading. 

Now, some five years later, I am still in that place. In a 
recent conversation, I shared some of what I have learned 
about myself through various surveys. It was like peeling 

becoming in the light of God. We are called to know our
selves, which means acknowledging our blind spots, but also 
recognizing our strengths and opportunities. In other words, 
we must look at our results through grace- seeing the draw
backs being transformed into opportunities. 

The trick, at least for me, is learning how to see myself 
in a less self-deprecating light. In other words, coming to a 
place where I no longer cringe at the results, but instead ask 
in prayer how might I turn to more healthy and vital ways of 
living into grace. ll! 
Joshua Brockway is director of Spiri tual Life and Discipleship for the 

Church of the Brethren. 

6 MESSENGER APRIL 2015 



"We cannot posture our student ministries 
to think like and act like a four-year 
holding tank with pizza. Instead, we need 
to prepare young adults for the spiritual 
challenges that will come and the faith 
questions they will face." 

-Ed Stetzer, visiting professor of research and missiology at Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School, and lead pastor of Grace Church in Hendersonville, Tenn. 

"Too often in the church we label those 
who don't look, talk, sing, pray, worship, 
or interpret scripture like us as 'those 
people,' and work to keep them at a 
distance." 

-David Steele, moderator of the 2015 Church of the Brethren Annual 
Conference, and executive minister of the Middle Pennsylvania District. 
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~ ► The rate of growth 
tr" for supporting same

sex marriage has risen so 
rapidly even the director of 
the national biennial General 

tions on religion. The new 
study finds that the share of 
countries with high or very 
high levels of social hostilities 
involving religion dropped 
from 33% in 2012 to 27% in 
2013, the most recent year 

.... 
:> cu .. 
::I .., -::I u 

Social Survey is marveling at 
the speed of change. "Most 
things change slowly. This is 
one of the most impressive 
changes we've measured;' 
said Tom Smith of the Na
tional Opinion Research Cen
ter which conducts the GSS. 
The GSS first asked about 
legalizing same-sex marriage 
in 1988, and only 11 percent 

for which data are available . 
These types of hostilities 
run the gamut from vandal
ism of religious property and 
desecration of sacred texts to 
violent assaults resulting in 
deaths and injuries. 
► Sunday morning 
remains one of the most 

agreed. According to results segregated hours in Ameri
released March 5, the 2014 can life, with more than 8 in 
survey found that 56 percent 10 congregations made up 
now support civil marriage of one predominant racial 
for same-sex couples, up group. And most worship-
from 48 percent in 2012. ers think their church is fine 
► Worldwide, social hos- the way it is. Two-thirds of 
tilities involving religion American churchgoers 
declined somewhat in 2013 (67 percent) say their church 
after reaching a six-year peak has done enough to be-
the previous year, but roughly come racially diverse. And 
a quarter of the world's less than half think their 
countries are still grappling church should become more 
with high levels of religious diverse. Those are among 
hostilities within their bor- the findings of a recent study 
ders, according to the Pew of church segregation by 
Research Center's latest an- Nashville-based Life Way 
nual study on global restric- Research. 

.. . ... .. .. . : . :: . . ... 
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WILL THE 
REAL JESUS 

PLEASE 
STAND UP? 

by David Radcliff 

~ e young girl who witnessed it all told me I ;~ter she thought I was going to get punched. 
That would have been quite ironic, as the setting was a live 
nativity scene in our church yard. 

Our congregation offers this event to our community 
each year, complete with carol singing, craft table, snacks, a 
petting zoo featuring living, bleating goats and sheep, and a 
llama (donkey stand-in), and of course the star of the show, a 
babe-a real one-being held near a manger. 

This past year we also gave the several hundred visitors 
a chance to make a donation toward an effort to build girls' 
boarding school in South Sudan. After all, this is the season of 

I giving- not just getting free snacks, crafts, and critters. 
At one point, a man came up to my young friend and me at 

the girls' school display, and began asking about the program. 
"Is the school teaching them about salvation?" 
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Well," I said, "many of them come from Christian villag
es- Catholic and Protestant-and would be believers. But we 
feel this is also Jesus' work-helping girls avoid early mar
riage, finish school, and have a better life." 

"Catholics?! That doesn't mean they're saved!" 
"Well," I replied, "I guess that's up to God to judge, right?" 
"Do you know what they believe about the body and blood 

of Jesus?!" the man fumed. If he was fishing for a figlit, I was 
biting. 

"Well," I said, "you gotta like the new pope . ... " 
After a few more exchanges- short of punches-both of us 

realized the other was not to be converted, and he moved on 
toward the llama pen. 

We've got choices to make. And the choices we make will 
depend on the Jesus we follow. 

But first: even the way that sentence is construed belies a 



choice about Jesus. The chosen verb is "follow." Of course, if 
we're regular readers of the Gospels, that's a familiar word. 
It's used several dozen times in the first four books of the 
New Testament, and usually in relation to actually following 
Jesus as a disciple. 

On the other hand, the word "follow" falls out of favor as 
one continues on through the New Testament, and is rarely 
used directly in relation to "following Jesus" once we exit the 
Gospels. Another key biblical word comes to predominate, 
beginning in the Gospel of John and then in Paul's epistles, 
and that's the word "believe!' Yes, "believe" is certainly used 
in the Gospels, but not to the exclusion of "follow." 

In other words, it seems a shift has been made, as one 
leaves the world directly connected to Jesus' life and enters 
the world of reflection on Jesus' life-what his life "means," 
as opposed to the direct experience of his life. 

It would be nice to think that these two worlds fit seam
lessly together. After all, aren't Paul and the other epistolary 
New Testament writers just further elucidating Jesus' mes
sage and mission for the Christian community? Aren't they 
simply helping us gain a fuller and deeper understanding of 
the "Christ event" and God's purposes in sending Jesus into 
and resurrecting him from our world? 

Indeed, this is the Bible, and the Bible doesn't give us 
mixed messages, right? 

It may, however, give us messages that, if taken alone, can 
lead us to certain conclusions about life and faith that have 
far-reaching implications for ourselves and our world. 

It seems to me that focusing on the non-Gospels sections 
of the New Testament leads us toward a certain understand
ing of our relationship with God that is at root transactional. 
To wit: Jesus came into our world for the purpose of saving 
us from our sinful nature. If we believe in this Jesus, we are 

A girls' boarding school will 
help these young South 
Sudanese women avoid early 
pregnancy and have a chance 
at a better future. Is that 
enough-or do they also 
need to be evangelized? 

cleansed of our sin, and set free to lead lives no longer ruled 
by sin. There are then characteristics of this new life such 
as peace, love, joy. That's how transaction works, with the 
primary outcome being personal salvation. 

This is okay as far as it goes. The Jesus of the Gospels was 
also about setting people free to live fully in God's ways. He 
also claimed individuals for a higher calling. It's just that in 
his ministry, Jesus went further than this, and was less trans
actional and more transformative in the way he saw the good 
news taking shape in the lives of his followers. 

Some for-instances: 
• While Paul encourages the sharing of one's worldly pos

sessions with the poor in one's congregation or in the mother 
church back in Jerusalem, Jesus roundly challenges assump
tions about wealth and privilege, inviting his followers to 
leave material and familial securities behind to join him on 
his hand-to-mouth journey toward Jerusalem. 

• Paul, at points, is at pains to say that men and women 
are equal before God, yet sets up a household order that 
seems to defer to male authority. Jesus, on the other hand, 
was revolutionary in the way he related to women, and 
challenged those who would denigrate or subjugate women. 
And in regard to marriage and family, while Paul sought 
to properly arrange relationships, Jesus relativized these 
relationships, calling on followers to put the family of-faith 
above the bonds of human family. 

• Whereas Paul's writings seem to focus on believing the 
right things related to the nascent Christian faith (grace over 
legalism, inward versus outward circumcision, Jews as well 
as Greeks invited to believe, etc.), Jesus was less about right 
belief and more about right practice. In fact, he reserved his 
harshest criticism for those so bound to systems of correct 
belief that they disregarded the human consequences of "get-
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In our day, these systemic questions will also include 
environmental issues such as climate change, given its impact 
on the lives of our neighbors and God's creation. 

ting things just right." 
• Perhaps because Paul's Roman citizenship had served 

him well, he is low-key in his willingness to challenge larger 
social systems, although some of his writings remind us to 
take a radical stance of forgiveness and love with regard to 
those who mean us harm (and later on, Revelation presents 
what some interpret to be a scathing indictment of institution
al evil). Conversely, many of Jesus' actions were clear chal
lenges to the social and religious systems of his day-whether 
healing on the Sabbath, speaking with women and children, 
humanizing enemies, questioning wealth and privilege, frat
ernizing with "tax collectors and sinners," or challenging the 
authority of self-righteous religious leaders. 

Of course, this kind of behavior is what got Jesus killed. At 
least that's the conclusion of the Gospel writers: as our Lord 
preached the good news of the kingdom, associated with the 
outcast, challenged authority, and broke rules designed to 
protect some while penalizing based on gender, race, illness, 
manner of worship, or station in life, he so angered those 
in power that they conspired to be rid of him (or so they 
thought). And he called on us, his "followers;' to be ready to 
take up our cross as well. 

Other New Testament writers have little to say about 
this narrative-for them, Jesus' death on the cross was a 
preordained event that revealed him to be the final atone
ment for human sin, and from this death comes our salvation. 
We then are to "believe," and let the Spirit lead us to new life 
within the church community and eventually to be resur
rected to join our risen Lord. 

Thus we have choices to make. We might be better off to 
hold within us both "versions" of Jesus at once-the Lord 
beckoning us to follow and the Christ calling us to believe. But 
more often than not, we choose one or the other. 

Those who take the Jesus-of-the-Gospel path are more 
likely to feel that Christianity must concern itself with seek-

Commendation or condemnation? Delio, leader of the Siona 
people of the Ecuadoran Amazon, and guide for NCP Learning Tours 
since 2005. His and other native groups have been evangelized for 
centuries, with missionaries demanding changes in customs, family 
arrangements and medicinal practices, and often paving the way for 
prospectors and other outsiders. "We are very encouraged to be 
working with you because you don't demand that we change our 
clothing, our customs, our medicines" he told us last June. 

ing justice for those at the margins of society-who, unfortu
nately, are still numerous. This will involve not only service 
ministries-which Christians of all persuasions affirm-but 
also questioning the economic and social systems that op
press others. A key question for Rich World Christians of this 
persuasion may be: Is our prosperity a result of God's bless
ing or even God's favor, or is it a result of military, social, and 
economic systems that exploit some to the benefit of others? 
Further, how are we ourselves like the rich, young ruler or the 
goats of Matthew 25 or the wealthy man who ignored Laza
rus, and what must we do to be saved from their fate? 

In our day, these systemic questions will also include envi
ronmental issues such as climate change, given its impact on 



the lives of our neighbors and God's creation. 
In this view, people are often assisted for their own sake

with no ulterior motive to convert them to be believers. Girls 
in South Sudan-as children of God-deserve a chance to see 
their God-given gifts flourish, whether or not they recognize 
the divine source of these gifts. Jesus responded to needs in 
this way; so should we. 

Of course, those taking their cue from other parts of the 
New Testament also have deep concerns for the world. Their 
interaction with larger societal issues often focus on those re
lated to personal morality-e.g. abortion, marriage, and sexu
ality, individual freedoms. Regarding life within the United 
States, there are often mixed feelings. On the one hand, there 
is sometimes a belief of the "specialness" of our nation-that 
God has chosen it for some higher calling than others. But 
there is also often a suspicion of larger 

Tick-tick-tick-time may be running out for moose along 
the upper tier of the Lower 48. Thanks to warmer winters, 
ticks are over-multiplying. They head for their favorite food 
source-the moose. With as many as 150,000 per animal, 
they suck the life out of these behemoths, leading to drastic 
declines in moose populations. A changing climate is 
affecting God's creation and our human neighbors-deep 
concern for Christians, or not our problem? 

disregard for God's creation, violence against women, 
religious bigotry, and economic policies that put profit 
over people, it does indeed seem that "like sheep, we have 
all gone astray," and that our lost-ness is in large part the 
result of a profound spiritual emptiness that another aid 
program or peace initiative will not fill. How do we become 
the transforming presence of Jesus in these situations, 
moving Zaccheus to return his ill-gotten gains, and the 
angry men to lay down their stones even as we ourselves 
clearly embody another way of living? 

Do the Jesus-of-the-epistles folks dare "follow" Jesus as 
he challenges the systems that enslave our neighbors, even 
and especially when we are among those w ho benefit from 
these systems thanks to our gender, race, economic stand-
ing, or religious pedigTee? What if climate change is one of 
the factors (as has been documented) behind the rise ofBoko 
Haram in Nigeria or the civil war in Syria, or the latest storm 
along the Atlantic Coast, or the demise of moose populations 
in the Lower 48? Can we do more than offer prayers and apply 
bandages? Can we, like our Lord, be bold in confronting it, 
take responsibility for our role in causing it, and call for our 

governmental and societal actions as 
these affect individuals, and a desire for 
less government intrusion (other than 
perhaps related to the issues such as 
those named in the earlier sentence). 

If Jesus were being quizzed, the Bible 
seems to suggest that it might be difficult for 
him to be just one of the contestants. 

In mission and ministry, there is also 
concern for human well-being coupled 
with generous responses to need, but with a commitment to 
"share Christ" with those being assisted. In fact, to do less is 
to fall short of the real purpose of outreach. There seems to be 
less interest in addressing the underlying economic, environ
mental, or political causes of human suffering, other than to 
call for societies to better reflect Christian values in relation 
to moral issues. 

As for the girls in South Sudan, their condition in this 
world matters, but not as much as their disposition in the 
next-and that should be our focus. Climate change? A non
issue-or worse, a distraction from the things we should really 
care about. 

Do these two camps have anything to say that the other 
should hear? 

Perhaps the Jesus-of-the-Gospel people could benefit 
from a more deeply spiritual analysis of the problems 
facing our world. Seeing everywhere wars, refugees, 

society to change its sinful ways for the sake of God's creation 
and our neighbors? 

Some of us remember the game show To Tell the Truth , in 
which celebrity panelists try to determine which of the three 
contestants is "really" the person known for a certain unusual 
occupation or experience. The culmination comes when the 
show's host asks "Will the real __ please stand up?" 

If Jesus were being quizzed, the Bible seems to suggest that 
it might be difficult for him to be just one of the contestants, 
as it gives us a multifaceted portrait of our Lord and God's 
purposes in sending him among us. So perhaps the question 
is whether we're ready to believe in the Jesus who stands up, 
even if it doesn't fit the image we have of him, and in believing 
be ready to follow wherever he leads. li! 
David Radcl iff of Peoria, Ariz. , is an ordained minister in the Church of the 

Brethre n, a member of Circle of Peace congregation, and director of the New 

Community Project. 

MESSENGER APRIL 2015 11 



I n January we helped organize and participated 
in the first Interfaith Conference on Drone Warfare at 

Princeton Theological Seminary. This conference brought 
religious people from many traditions together to consider 
and speak out against the horrors of drone warfare. This 
conference coincidentally came exactly two years after we first 
offered our thoughts about drone warfare in this magazine 
(January/ February 2013). 

In the time since that article, not much has changed in terms 
of America's drone policies, but our feelings about this violent 
technology have only intensified as our understanding of its 
deadly effects and purposes has grown. What we have come 
to discern is that there is an underlying idolatry behind such 
technology-a deadly idolatry that says security is our highest 
priority, that the lives of people of other faiths who live in other 
countries are not as precious as our own, and that our security 
depends upon the insecurity of others. 

Our original MESSENGER article contrasted the dehuman
ization required to kill at such a remote distance with the 
incarnational, healing ministry of Jesus. Our time at this 
conference reaffirmed these original thoughts, and also 
brought many other distressing themes to light in provocative 
and new ways. At the first meeting of the Interfaith Working 
Group on War Drones (which Nathan convenes along with 
Elizabeth Beavers of the Friends Committee on National 
Legislation) it was noted that though the topic was narrow
lethal drones-it dredged up many underlying legal, ethical, 
and theological concerns about war. 

At the conference-which began on a Friday evening and 
ended at lunch on Sunday- the speakers approached the topic in 
such different ways that this narrow topic didn't become tedious 
or overworked. From moral, ethical, and theological critiques, to 
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challenges to the notion of efficacy, to analysis of "incoherent" 
foreign policy, to concerns of the long-term destabilizing effects, 
the speakers demonstrated approaches to challenging the use 
of this technology which could be elaborated at length. We will 
provide just a glimpse into some of these approaches. 

One such idea was examining drone warfare through the 
lens of idolatry. The sin of idolatry is as old as humanity, and 
the biblical examples are endless: Adam and Eve in the garden, 
Cain killing Abel, etc. Having this in mind, Peter Lumsdaine, 
creator of the Alliance to Resist Robotic Warfare & Society, 

Russavia / Wikipedia Commons 



spoke about the idolatry of drones by quoting Habakkuk. 
"What profit is an idol when its maker has shaped it, a metal 
image, a teacher oflies? For its maker trusts in his own cre
ation when he makes speechless idols!"(Habakkuk 2:18 ESV). 

And while these ancient stories can sometimes feel far away 
from us, we need only to reflect a bit to see how the drone, this 
new metal idol we have shaped and trusted in, has dehuman
ized our brothers and sisters and perverted justice. 

Deadly allure 
The armed drone as a machine can be quite alluring in its effi
ciency and technology, and it was this allure that allowed its use 
to become so ubiquitous. Former US Representative Rush Holt, 
Jr. (D-NJ) told us of his time on the House Intelligence Com
mittee and how, when visiting drone bases and drone operators, 
many representatives were so in awe of the technology that 
oversight of the drone program was basically forgotten. 

They saw the drone as a way to address complicated threats 
with advanced technology that was beneficial to all involved, 
except of course those being targeted. But deeper assump
tions are at play here. First and foremost is the belief that just 
because something is highly technological, it is inherently a 
better and wise thing to use. With drones, we saw a way to 
continue satiating our need for hyper-security through long-

distance impersonal force, and we jumped at the opportunity. 
But at what cost? What hath the drone wrought? 

Pastor Isaac Villegas of Chapel Hill Mennonite Fellowship 
implored conferencegoers to think of drones as demons. Not 
to use demons as an analogy, but truly consider them de
mons. Riffing off of Ephesians 6, Villegas talked about drones 
as "forces of evil in heavenly places" and how the effects of 
drones on targeted persons strikingly resemble persons in 
the Bible who are stricken with demons. For example, drones 
will often hover over certain communities for hours, and days 
on end, somewhat mimicking the way that demons inhabit a 
particular body or area in the Bible. These communities are 
always under the watchful eye of the drone, and these drones 
make an audible buzz that can be heard below. They can-
not always be seen, but their presence can be heard, felt, and 
feared. Psychologists have even gone to targeted communities 
to examine children and others whose mental states have been 
totally wrecked. Many have been so affected by the 24-hour 
surveillance and buzz that piercing physical head pains have 
become common. Like the demoniacs, an alien outside force
in this case the drone-has wreaked havoc upon the bodies, 
spirits, and livelihoods of the people. 

Worse still, once the missiles have been fired, the trauma 
only gets worse. At the conference, Susan Hayward, a minis-

She told the story of a Pakistani boy who no longer loves blue 
skies because the drones fly and attack only when the sky is clear. 
This boy had lost his grandmother in a drone attack. 
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ter in the United Church of Christ and senior program officer 
for the Religion and Peacebuilding Center at the US Institute 
of Peace, told the story of a Pakistani boy who no longer loves 
blue skies because the drones fly and attack only when the sky 
is clear. This boy had lost his grandmother in a drone attack. 

The drone has extended the battlefield by allowing us to 
attack communities where we would never consider sending in 
ground troops. The vulnerabilities of the drone require that it 
be used only against communities who have no way of defend
ing themselves from its missiles. Instead of limiting the use of 
lethal force as their apologists purport, drones expand both. 

Our power is not limitless 
We have surveilled, terrorized, dehumanized, and killed many 
people whom we do not know simply because we can, and we 
mistakenly feel that our own lives are somehow threatened if 
we stop this activity. But we have not yet come to grips with the 
deadly and damaging effects of using this technology. This is 
the power of an idol. 

We have believed that if we keep thinking harder and faster 
and build more advanced gadgets our power will have no 
bounds and our security will be airtight. We are mistaken. In a 
May 2008 article in Harpers magazine, writer Wendell Berry 
reminds us of the peril of our thinking. 

Our society is founded on assumptions of limitlessness. 
The normalization of the doctrine of limitlessness has 
produced a sort of moral minimalism: the desire to be 
efficient at any cost, to be unencumbered by complexity. 
The minimization of neighborliness, respect, reverence, 
responsibility, accountability, and self-subordination .... 
The work now needing to be done-that of neighborliness 
and caretaking-cannot be done by remote control with 
greatest power on the largest scale. 

So how can we begin the work of neighborliness and care
taking that Berry speaks of? What is to be done about this idol 
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of the drone? It is only the latest in a long line of destructive 
idols, but how shall we rid ourselves of its damaging control 
over us? 

It will not be an easy task, but Marjorie Cohn, a professor at 
the Thomas Jefferson School of Law, encouraged conference
goers to consider the role of empathy in our society. She said, 
"As religious people, we have failed in our empathy for the 
deaths of others in American wars." 

Seeking to live the peace of Jesus publicly 
How shall we cultivate this empathy within our churches and 
our society? For this we must return to Christ and the Bible. 
Jesus, the one who is our peace, came to us out of his empathy 
for humankind to redeem and teach us to live in a way where 
we are no longer separated from our neighbors. 

Our office's tagline, "Seeking to Live the Peace of 
Jesus Publicly," comes from our belief that Christ, having 
redeemed us, has commissioned us to carry on his ministry of 
reconciliation. In Romans 12 we see the call to be personally 
transformed and to embody and bear witness to the peace we 
have received, and we can do this because Christ came to us 
out of compassion. Christ also showed us how even those we 
consider enemies or outsiders are our neighbors, and thus 
mercy is owed them (Luke 10:25-37). We are of a different 
spirit (Luke 9:SSb) and thus free to have empathy toward the 
world as Christ did. 

In the case oflethal drones, this means we must admit that 
we have been deceived by a technological quick fix that has 
taught us the lie that our security depends on our brotp.er's 
insecurity. Instead we must repudiate the systems of violence 
being carried out in our name and proclaim that we are bound 
together with our brothers and sisters. We must publicly work 
toward the peaceable kingdom Christ proclaimed and ushered 
in, and expose the idol of the drone for what it is. li! 

Nathan Hosler is director of the Church of the Breth ren Office of Public Witness. 

Bryan Hanger is advocacy assistant. 



"How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's 
goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth 
and action" (1 John 3:17-18). 

For centuries, the Church of the Brethren 
faithful have taken biblical calls like these to heart. 

When confronted with hunger, poverty, and injustice, we have 
never been content simply to sit on the sidelines and wring 
our hands. Instead, agreeing with James that 'faith without 
works is dead' (2:26), we jump up and grab a shovel or a ham
mer or a heifer, and we get our hands dirty. Or we scrub our 
hands, grab a paring knife and a serving spoon, and we open a 
soup kitchen. 

As powerful and important as such concrete actions are 
for meeting pressing needs, Brethren also recognize that they 

usually are not enough in and of themselves. The 2000 An

nual Conference Statement on Caring for the Poor acknowl
edged this in recommending "that congregations use their 
experience in ministry with the poor to inform themselves of 
the legislative and political issues having impact on the poor 
and speak to those issues with their legislators at local, state, 
and national levels. The biblical witness and our own experi
ences as a community of faith suggest that there is a corporate 
or societal responsibility to deal with the problems of the 
poor,[ ... which] extends beyond personal, hands-on respons
es and includes advocacy on behalf of the poor." 

In this spirit of seeking to "inform [our ]selves of legislative 
and political issues having impact on the poor;' the two of us 
have been exploring the question, ''What does a changing glob
al climate mean for the poor, both now and if we stay on the 
current path?" The answer, not surprisingly, varies from place 
to place. In some locations, the effects are already becoming 

'' What does a changing global climate mean for the poor, both 
now and if we stay on the current path? 
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'' Plenty of information and tools for charting a better climate 
course are already at hand. We simply need to decide as individuals 
and as societies which tools are the most attractive to us and are 
most likely to produce the outcomes we desire ... 

common and more extreme. Meanwhile, in the rapidly-warm
ing Arctic, melting sea ice, and permafrost are jeopardizing 
native peoples' traditional ways of hunting, herding, and 
traveling. On small, low-lying island nations such as Kiribati, 
in the Pacific, warming and rising seas are flooding homes, 
contaminating drinking-water wells and cropland, killing 
coral reefs that fish depend on, and threatening to drive entire 
populations from their homelands. In short, our current 
climate path is proving disastrous for the poor in many parts 
of the world. There is little doubt that staying on it will lead 

distressingly evident. In the Horn of Africa, relentless drought 
has brought crop failures and turned once-productive grazing 
land into desert. Famine is widespread and safe drinking water 
is hard to come by. In Pakistan, torrential rains have caused 
massive flooding that killed more than 1,700 people and turned 
millions into refugees, while scorching temperatures above 
120° F (50°C) have caused numerous heat-related deaths. In 
the Philippines, Typhoon Haiyan, packing 195-mph winds, 
claimed thousands oflives and displaced 4.1 million people, as 
it leveled more than half a million houses. 

to dramatically more hunger, deeper and wider poverty, and 
massive refugee crises. 

Obviously, a changing climate affects wealthy nations and 
individuals, too-not just the poor. The wealthy, however 
(for the time being, at least), have options that the poor lack: 
sitting out heatwaves in air-conditioned comfort; building sea 
walls against rising tides and storm surges; relocating tempo
rarily before floods, fires, or hurricanes hit; using insurance 
pay-outs to replace destroyed property; receiving medical 
care when tropical diseases spread to new regions; purchas
ing food from far away when local crops fail or fish popula
tions nosedive; tru<:king or piping in drinking water when 
local supplies dry up; training for new careers when old ways 

While it's not possible to pin all of the blame for these 
disasters on human-caused climate change, experts agree that 
climate change is contributing to making such events more 

What would a 3.6°F global-average temperature increase look like? 

A few degrees of warming 
doesn't seem all that important, 
especially against the backdrop of the 
daily, monthly, and seasonal temperature 
swings we experience. But now imagine 
the difference between having a fever of 
100°F and 103.6°F; that's a big difference! 
The earth's climate system, like our 
bodies, is sensitive to small changes in 
global-average temperature. According to 
the American Natural Resource Council, 
here's what we can expect in the US: 

• 10-19% change in precipitation in 
many regions 
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• 6-19 % increase in the amount of 
rain during the heaviest precipita
tion events 

• 10-19% change in streamflow 
in many places (droughts in the 
Southwest, floods in other regions) 

• 10-28% decrease in yields of crops 
as currently grown 

• 200-400% increase in areas burned 
by wildfires across the western US 

• 6-23% increase in hurricane de
structive power 

At temperature increases above 
3.6°F, the risk of reaching a "tipping 

point" that triggers massive, irrevers
ible change goes up. An example of a 
tipping point is the complete melting 
of the Greenland ice sheet, projected 
to raise sea levels 23 feet, create several 
billion refugees, and cause catastrophic 
economic damage. While it is hard 
to predict when these tipping points 
might occur, it is clear that the higher 
the temperature, the greater the risk. 
This is similar to driving too fast on 
a winding road; while that doesn't 
guarantee you will crash, it certainly in
creases the risk. And the costs of these 
climate risks are very high indeed. 



'' We face a decision that will affect not just us or our children, but 
generations to come. We face a decision that can propel millions into or 
out of miserable scarcity. 

of making a living no longer work; and tapping savings to move 
to greener pastures. 

Not surprisingly, the wealthy also have options that the poor 
lack when it comes to charting a new course for the global 
climate. In general, the richest nations and individuals are 
the ones that are buying the most, driving the most, flying the 
most, eating the most, wasting the most- in short, contributing 
the most to the problem of climate change. This means that 
these nations and individuals have the most opportunity to ad
dress the problem of climate change, as well-not to mention 
the greatest moral obligation to do so, in our opinion. 

Re-stabilizing the global climate will require a combination 
of commitments and actions on the part of both individuals 
and nations. The good news, which comes as a surprise to 
many, is that plenty of information and tools for charting a 
better climate course are already at hand. We simply need to 
decide as individuals and as societies which tools are the most 
attractive to us and are most likely to produce the outcomes 
we desire, including increasing jobs and strengthening the 
economy. Then we need to muster the personal and political 
will to grab the tools and get to work. (We will explore several 
particular tools in a future article.) 

The urgent need to chart a better course for the global 
climate presents us simultaneously with a rare opportunity to 
chart a better course for the poor and increase justice. Lord 

Deben, a British conservative politician, states it bluntly: ''We 
can't talk about climate change without talking about the dis
graceful injustice in our nations and in the world, because you 
cannot achieve climate stabilization unless you achieve greater 
social justice . . . . Social justice is at the heart of this." 

Scientists agree that the sooner a new climate course is 
charted, the less severe and extreme the effects of global 
climate change will be. There is hope that we can limit 
worldwide average warming to 3.6° F (2 ° C), which will likely 
minimize the worst impacts. To reach that goal, however, 
greenhouse gas emissions must start decreasing in the next 
decade and reach near zero by 2100. The message that we hear 
over and over again is clear: the time to act is now. 

We are at a critical moment in history. We face a decision that 
will affect not just us or our children, but generations to come. 
We face a decision that can propel millions into or out of rpiser
able scarcity. We face a decision that will move us toward social 
justice or will make it nearly impossible to achieve. We can 
choose to stay on the business-as-usual path-leading to greater 
poverty, hunger, and social injustice-or we can help our broth
ers and sisters in need by speaking truth and taking action. li! 

Sharon Yohn is assistant professor of chemistry at Juniata College in Hunt

ingdon, Pa. Laura White is a small business owne r and serves as the fi nancial 

manager of the Huntingdon Farmers' Market. She is especia lly involved in 

expanding access to the ma rket for low-income commun ity members. 
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BibleStudy 

I was in the greeting card aisle at Walmart. 
My dad was about to celebrate another year of life, and I 
was on the hunt for a birthday card. Thankfully, I found 

one quickly and bought it. I had other cards to purchase, only 
these were cards of sympathy for the loss of a father. I was 
struck with the irony of it all. 

We face life and we face death, but in the middle of that, 
how do we live? A sign I once saw read: "Everyone dies, but 
not everyone lives." 

Jesus said in John 10, "I came that they may have life, and 
have it abundantly." God wants us not only to live but also to 
live well! 

The agony of the garden and the torture of Golgotha cul
minated with life in the graveyard. For the child of God, that 
Easter Sunday morning should make all the difference in how 
we live. It is because of that morning that we are enabled by 
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God's power to live abundant lives. 
Consider three actions that relate to the Easter story which 

can aid us in living well. 

The first action-I'll call it Action step 1: Look up-is 
found in Mark 16. Look up. ''When they looked up, they saw that 
the stone, which was very large, had already been rolle<J back." 

When I was a little girl, we raised turkeys to sell at Thanks
giving. One day we got a delivery of feed for the birds. The 
Agway driver asked for a drink of water and I was very eager 
to comply. I carefully made my way into the house, which 
was under construction. The walkway into the house was a 
wooden beam, which spanned the basement below. I got the 
tumbler of water and began running back to the barn, only I 
forgot that the floor was missing. I ran right off the edge and 
caught my arm on a nail on the way down. 



Another incident involved racing down a snowy hill toward 
a road. I took off on my sled and sped quickly to the bottom, 
where I noticed the wheels of a car go zooming past, 
inches from my head. 

Later in life, while driving, I was eating a candy bar when 
a piece fell onto my shirt. I looked down and retrieved the 

Grandpa called out names one by one. The one called went 
forward to receive the gift. It is a memory that I hold dear, espe
cially now that Grandpa is gone. Grandpa-saying my name! 

We stand in the midst of our gardens where life sometimes 
doesn't make sense, or where the journey seems hard. There 
are trials that test our faith. Turmoil and fear nag at our very 

I wonder how many times she told her story about Easter morning, 
how many times she reminisced about Jesus calling her by name, how 
many times she remembered her moments with God in the garden. 

candy, then looked up just in time to whack into the back of 
the car ahead of me. That car in turn hit the car ahead of it. It 
was definitely not worth the Kit Kat! 

How often do we "look down"? We face our own big stones, 
our own storms, our own struggles. And we, with the women 
of Mark 16, journey in trouble and trial as we walk toward 
what we think lies ahead. We carry our own loads of spices 
toward the tragedy of the tomb. 

We look to ourselves, to our friends, maybe even to a book 
or to a pastor to help solve our dilemmas. All of these can be 
helpful, but should we not first look up and see God's provi
sion, look up and see God's power, look up and experience the 
fulfillment of God's promises? 

The Palmist, through the inspiration of God, put it this 
way in Psalm 121: "I lift up my eyes to the hills-from where 
will my help come? My help comes from the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth." 

Action step 2: Listen up. Mary was weeping outside 
the tomb. You can read the account in John, chapter 20. Two 
people were there: Mary and someone she assumed was a gar
dener. She was grieving; he was gracious. She needed comfort; 
he knew her pain. She was in despair; he embodied hope. 

The risen Lord was in the garden with Mary. What a mo
ment in time for both of them. She was in the presence of one 
who was about to change her sorrow into ecstasy. And, he did it 
with the mention of her name. One word from a "stranger" put 
purpose into her future and brought hope into the core of her 
being. Jesus called her name and it changed her life forever. 

I remember hearing my grandpa call my name. It was Christ
mastime and the Keller clan was gathered in Lititz, Pa., at my 
grandparents' home. Grandma and Grandpa were seated at the 
head of a large two-room area, and it was time for the white en
velopes to be handed out. Inside were generous cash donations. 

souls. It is in those times that we need to listen for the words: 
"He is not here." It is in those times that we need to hear God's 
message "He is risen!" It is in those times that we need to lis
ten closely for the voice of God calling our names. 

Action step 3: Liven up. Jesus commissioned Mary to go 
and to tell the good news, and she did, although it was no stroll 
in the park. Jesus gave Mary the opportunity to be one of the 
greatest missionaries of all time. I wonder how many times 
she told her story about Easter morning, how many times she 
reminisced about Jesus calling her by name, how many times 
she remembered her moments with God in the garden. 

We marvel at the story of the manger, God's gift in 
sending Jesus to earth. We stand in amazement at the grace 
extended at the cross. We rejoice in the power of an empty 
tomb. But our marvels, amazements, and rejoicings need 
not stay at the manger, the cross, and the tomb. In fact, God 
wants us to be God's hands, feet, and voices in a world that 
desperately needs light for the lost, hope for the hurting, and 
faith for the fearful. 

As we do this, we need to tell our own stories of what Jesus 
has done for us. As we go, we are called to tell those who walk 
in darkness about the light. We are commissioned to tell the 
broken and bruised of our society about the healer. We are 
chosen to tell those bent on destruction about the one who -re
stores. We have the opportunity to tell those at war that there 
is peace. We have good news for the lost soul, and can show 
the wanderer the way home. 

Church, it is time to experience, in a deeper way, the power 
of the resurrection. Look up-and see your answer. Listen up
and hear your name. Liven up- and tell your story. 

The tomb is empty! Let's live like it! ~ 

Melody Keller lives in Wales, Maine, and is a member of the Lewiston (Maine) 

Church of the Brethren. 
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Donations to Nigeria Crisis Fund 
meet board's matching challenge 

Photo courtesy of EVN 

Nigerian women and their 
families pose with kits they 
have received to start their 

D onations of more than 
$1,061,400 have been posted 
to the Nigeria Crisis Fund, from 

October 2014 through part of February 2015, 
received from individuals, congregations, and 
other groups. This does not include the $1.5 mil
lion committed to the effort by the Church of 
the Brethren Mission and Ministry Board in 
October 2014: the matching challenge of 
$500,000, a commitment of $500,000 from 
reserves, and an allocation of $500,000 from the 
Emergency Disaster Fund. 

Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the 
Church of the Brethren in Nigeria) also has 
received more than $75,000 in assistance from 

own bean cake businesses. 
Bean cakes are a common and private individuals and other church denomina-
popular "fast food" in Nigeria. tions within Nigeria, including a large donation 

This is part of an effort for from Hillcrest School, according to Nigeria Crisis 
sustainable employment for Response co-directors Carl and Roxane Hill. 

displaced women. The Nigeria Crisis Response is a collabora-
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tive effort of the Church of the Brethren and 
EYN. It is focused on providing assistance and 
relief to EYN and its members, and other 
Nigerians affected by violence-most of which 
is perpetrated by Boko Haram, an extremist 
Islamist insurgent group that has declared an 
Islamic caliphate in the northeast of Nigeria. 

The following summary of accomplishments of 
the effort was provided by Carl and Roxane Hill: 

The EVN Crisis Management Team has: 
• Distributed food and blankets for thousands 

of displaced Nigerians 

• Purchased two vehicles for delivering emer
gency supplies 

• Supported EYN leadership to set up tempo
rary headquarters in central Nigeria 

• Helped support displaced pastors 
• Acquired warehouse space to store food and 

construction supplies 
• Purchased and cleared land for new care 

centers for displaced Nigerians 
• Held trauma workshops for over 100 leaders 
• Transported thousands of people to safer 

areas of the country 
• Drilled wells at care-centers to provide a safe 

water supply 
• Printed and distributed EYN devotional 

materials to displaced members 

Other non-government organizations 
(NGO's) in Nigeria have: 

• Supplied hundreds of people with emergen
cy supplies including food, blankets, clothing 

• Supported more than 350 children to re
enroll in school 

• Purchased 80 sewing machines and 70 start
ups for bean cake businesses, and provided train
ing sessions for displaced women 

• Established a skills acquisition center 
• Established a safe interfaith community 

where 70 homes have been built and clean water 
has been provided for Christians and Muslims 

For more information about the Nigeria Crisis 
Response to go www.brethren.org/nigeriacrisis. 

Nigerians involved in the crisis response pose with a 
new bore hole at one of the care centers. 



Nigerian refugees at a camp in Cameroon gather to worship. More than 10,000 EYN members have been 
living at this camp, forced out of Nigeria by the insurgent violence. 

Nigerian leaders visit refugees in Cameroon 
Leaders of EVN and the 
manager of the EVN 
Disaster Team traveled to 
Cameroon in February to 
visit and support Nigerian refu
gees who have fled across the 
border into the neighboring 

country. A camp there hosts 
more than 30,000 refugees 
mainly from Gwoza Local 
Government Area. 

help support all those at the 
camp, both Christians and 
Muslims. The camp is run by 
the United Nations. These 
funds will help purchase sup
plies, food, and shelter 

EYN was able to take more 
than 5 million Naira ($25,000) 
to give to camp officials to in Cameroon. 

Elizabethtown College is first to offer 
Interfaith Leadership Studies major 
Elizabethtown (Pa.) College has 
become the first in the United States 
to offer a major in Interfaith Leadership Studies, 
inspired by a national call from Interfaith Youth 
Core founder Eboo Patel, who was the college's 
commencement speaker in 2013. The vision is 
for a new academic discipline that will create 
better diplomats, doctors, lawyers, politicians, 
peacekeepers, international business people, 
religious leaders, and educators, said a release. 

"Elizabethtown is the first college in the 
nation to develop an academic major in 

Interfaith Leadership,'' Patel said. "With its 
Brethren heritage, high academic standards, 
and emphasis on educating leaders who serve 
the world, it is an ideal institution to be on 
the vanguard in this way. I expect many other 
colleges to follow Elizabethtown's example in 
the years to come." 

The proposal was funded by an Interfaith 
Youth Core/Teagle Foundation grant, with the 
course set to launch this fall for the 2015-16 aca
demic year. The first Interfaith Leadership Stud
ies graduates will be among the class of 2019. 

upcoming 
events 

April 1-30 child 
Abuse Prevention 
Month 

April 2 Maundy 
Thursday 

April 3 Good Friday 

April 5 Easter 
Sunday 

April 17-20 
Ecumenical 
Advocacy Days on 

the theme "Breaking the 

Chains," Washington, D.C. 

April 22 Earth Day 

May1-3 
lntercultural 
Workshop on the 

theme "All God's People 

Say Amen," hosted by 

Atlantic Northeast District 

and Harrisburg (Pa.) First 

Church of the Brethren 

May 3 National 
Youth Sunday 

May14-16 
Church Leadership 
Conference sponsored 

by the Council of District 

Executives and hosted by 

Frederick (Md.) Church of 

the Brethren 
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Bethany Theological Seminary 
recognized for 'Education that Engages' 

Bethany Theological Seminary has been 
notified by the Center for Faith and 
Service at McCormick Theological Seminary that 

negative stereotypes about organized religion and work to 
expand narrow definitions of traditional ministry. Each also 
commits to be part of a consortium of seminaries and divinity 
schools that would work together to recruit and educate new 
leadership for our time. 

it is included in the 2015 list of "Seminaries that Change the 
World." Twenty-six institutions were named this year, 
including Bethany's partner school in Richmond, Ind., 
Earlham School of Religion. 

Schools selected for this distinction demonstrate 
innovation in theological education in integration with 
classical approaches for learning, even as they navigate 

Now in its second year, "Seminaries that Change the 
World" was initiated to help reclaim the important role that 
theological education has played in promoting community 
and justice while training and launching local and world 
leaders in all areas of society. 

Bethany Peace Essay Contest winners announced 
Bethany Seminary has 
announced the winners of the 
2015 Peace Essay Contest on the 
theme "Peacemaking, Creation Justice, 
and the Beloved Community." Katerina 
Friesen, a master of divinity student at 
Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary, 
received first place for her essay 
"Planting the Church: Toward an 
Anabaptist Theology of Place." Second 
place went to Jillian Foerster, a student 
at the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced 
International Studies at Johns Hopkins 
University for her essay "Powering a 
Movement with Stories." Jillian Foerster 
has also served the Church of the 
Brethren in Sudan. Gabriella Stocksdale 
from Larkin High School in Elgin, Ill., 
received third place with the essay 
"Small Things." Prizes of $2000, $1000, 
and $500 were awarded, respectively. 

Scott Holland, Slabaugh professor of 
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theology and culture at Bethany, says the 
theme was selected because it addresses 
"the conviction that it will be difficult to 
achieve peace among the nations unless 
we together make peace with the gift of 
God's creation through responsible stew
ardship of the land." Holland oversees 
the seminary's peace studies program, 
which sponsors the contest. 

Ben Brazil, assistant professor and 
director of the Ministry of Writing 
program at Earlham School of Religion, 
served as a planning committee member 
and a judge of the essays. "Our prompt 
asked writers to do something hard-to 
think about the environment not just as 
an isolated issue but as a central part of 
a much bigger fight for social justice." 

Representatives of the historic 
peace churches-Mennonite, Quaker, 
and Brethren-were invited to assist 
with the contest. Along with Holland, 

Randy Miller, editor of MESSENGER, and 
Joanna Shenk, one of the pastors at First 
Mennonite Church in San Francisco, 
served on the planning committee 
and as judges. Additional committee 
members were Kirsten Beachy, assistant 
professor of visual and communication 
arts at Eastern Mennonite University, 
and Abbey Pratt-Harrington, alumna of 
the Earlham School of Religion. Bekah 
Houff, coordinator of outreach relations 
at Bethany, chairs the committee and 
helps administer the contest. _ 

Reinstated in 2014, the Bethany 
Peace Essay Contest is meant to en
courage creative thinking and writing 
across faith traditions about various 
manifestations and conceptions of 
peace. It is underwritten by the Jennie 
Calhoun Baker Endowment, funded by 
philanthropist and educator John C. 
Baker in honor of his mother. 



Brethren Volunteer Service Unit 308 completes orientation 
Unit 308 of Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS) 
completed orientation Jan. 25-Feb. 14 at Camp Ithiel in 
Gotha, Fla. The members of the unit, their home 

congregations or hometowns, and the project 
placements follow: 

Pat and John Krabacher of New Carlisle (Ohio) Church of 
the Brethren are serving with the Church of the Brethren's 
Nigeria Crisis Response. 

Courtesy of BVS 

PERSONNEL CHANGES 
Donald B. "Don" Krayhill, foremost 
expert on Amish culture, will retire 
from teaching at Elizabethtown (Pa.) 
College at the end of June, according 
to a release from the college. He is 
senior fellow at the Young Center for 
Anabaptist and Pietist Studies and 
teaches in the Sociology and Religious 
Studies departments. Kraybill started 
at Elizabethtown in 1971 as assistant 
professor of sociology. He has served as 
chair of the Sociology and Social Work 
Department and as director of the Young 
Center. Beginning in 1994, he was the 
Carl W. Zeigler Professor of Religion 
and Philosophy. He edits Young Center 
books in Anabaptist and Pietist Studies 
published by Johns Hopkins University 
Press, and has written and co-authored 
29 books. His best known book is Amish 
Grace: How Forgiveness Transcended 
Tragedy, written with Steven M. Nolt 
and David L. Weaver-Zercher, about 
the 2006 Amish Nickel Mines school 
shootings. The book was translated into 
Japanese, German, Korean, Chinese, 

Andrew Miller of Highland Avenue Church of the Breth
ren in Elgin, Ill., is placed at Camp Swatara in Bethel, Pa. 

Kristin Hubbard of Saint Paris, Ohio, will serve at a proj
ect yet to be determined. 

Stephanie Breen of Hagerstown, Md., is assigned to the 
Emanuel Children's Home (Hogar de Ninos Emanuel) in 
Honduras. 

Kiana Simonson of Modesto (Calif.) Church of the Breth
ren is serving at Cincinnati (Ohio) Church of the Brethren. 

Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS) Unit 308: 
(back row from left) Pat and John Krabacher, 
Andrew Miller; (front from left) Kristin Hubbard, 
Stephanie Breen, Kiana Simonson. 

and French and earned a 2008 Award 
of Merit from Christianity Today. It also 
was selected as a Best Book of 2007 by 
Publisher's Weekly. 

Jenn Dorsch of Frederick, Md., has 
been appointed director of Brethren 
Disaster Ministries. Most recently she 
has been part-time interim program 
assistant in the Brethren Disaster 
Ministries office at the Brethren Service 
Center in New Windsor, Md., while also 
working part-time at Frederick (Md.) 
Church of the Brethren as director 
of communications. In a volunteer 
capacity, she has served on domestic 
and international disaster rebuilding 
project sites, including leading 
groups from the Frederick church in 
workcamp trips to Haiti. 

Tina Christian has begun as 
part-time Gulf Coast coordinator for 
Children's Disaster Services (CDS), 
a ministry within Brethren Disaster 
Ministries. The Gulf Coast project 
of CDS is a partnership between 
the Church of the Brethren and the 
Disciples of Christ. Christian will work 
with CDS associate director Kathy Fry-

Miller on expanding services in the Gulf 
Coast states, including networking with 
faith-based, disaster response, and child
care contacts; setting up workshops; and 
developing new Rapid Response teams. 

. Mary Ann Grossnickle began 
Jan. 20 as manager of hospitality for 
the Zigler Hospitality Center at the 
Brethren Service Center. Her primary 
responsibilities include coordinating 
meals and lodging for groups, guests, 
and volunteers visiting the center. 

John and Pat Krabacher have 
begun work with the Church of the 
Brethren Nigerian Crisis Response, 
serving through Brethren Volunteer 
Service. The Krabachers will do grant 
writing and other communications 
about the Nigeria Crisis Response, -
working from their home in Ohio. 

Rodney Caldwell has been named 
chaplain for Pinecrest Community, 
a Church of the Brethren retirement 
community in Mount Morris, Ill. 
Most recently he has pastored Cherry 
Grove Church of the Brethren in 
Lanark, Ill. He is ordained in the 
Church of the Brethren. 
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LivingSimply 

A tricky thing 
Lve is a tricky thing. We crave it, need it, want it, 

give it-yet it can leave us feeling desperate, alone, 
and broken. It's not a thing of pink hearts and roses, 

but of sacrifice and hard, dedicated work. It's a powerful, life
changing, heart-rending verb. 

The seasons of Lent and Easter were unique for me this 
year. Instead of giving something up, I wanted to let some
thing go. Those are similar statements, but I believe they're 

distinct, because one is giving up a 
physical comfort as a reminder of Jesus' 
sacrifice, and the other is letting go of 
some kind of control that God should 
have in our lives. Letting go was an 
interesting journey that caused me to 
think quite a lot about the tricky thing 
of love. 

Part ofletting go of control was com
mitting to attending a class at church 
about the final week of Jesus' life, each 
Wednesday of Lent. I learned some 

fresh (though historical) insights into Jesus' journey to the 
cross, and even began to imagine him differently than I had 

advocates for causes in which I believe-were betrayed by 
a member of our community and arrested without cause? 
What if I were completely convinced that my friend was 
the key to true freedom for our nation, and then I saw him 
murdered, brutally and publicly? The horror of my bril
liant, kind, passionate, peaceful revolutionary friend, killed 
by people who hadn't even bothered to try and understand 
his message. I would have been devastated. I would have 
felt hopeless and alone, afraid and furious. My heart would 
have broken. 

And what if, one day shortly after the gruesome deed was 
done, I heard a rumor that he wasn't dead anymore? What if 
I saw him with my eyes, touched him with my hands? What if 
he held me with his arms and I felt it-knew it as sure as the 
scars were fresh-love, personified. Simplified. 

I hope that I would have been changed forever, dedicated 
to the cause for which he had died, committed to sharing 
it with anyone who would listen. I hope that I would have 
begun to live with new intention, so that he wouldn't have 
died in vain, so that everyone would know about the freedom 
given at the cost of my friend's life. 

Love can be a tricky thing, but during Easter let us remem-

May we remember that the joy and heartache, satisfaction 
and pain that our deepest love for each other brings, is merely 
a shadow of the truest love in Christ. 

before. Instead of a long-haired, downcast man, quietly am
bling into town on a humble donkey, I began to understand 
him as a nonviolent protester, a guy out to raise awareness 
and cause just the right kind of fuss. 

When he died, Jesus was the same age or younger than 
many of my friends are now, people I cherish, respect, 
and admire. That realization caused me to wonder what it 
would be like if one of those dear friends of mine-peers, 
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ber how simple Jesus has made it to receive. May we remem
ber that the joy and heartache, satisfaction and pain that our 
deepest love for each other brings, is merely a shadow of the 
truest love in Christ. Let us consciously express gratitude for 
what a friend we have in Jesus. Let's remember his sacrifice 
and live and love fully in his holy name. Amen. ll! 

Mandy Garcia is a freelance w riter living in Elgin, 11 1. 
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Letters 

An excellent lesson 

Through various, convoluted Internet 
links I ended up on the Church of the 
Brethren website this morning. My 
grandmother and great-grandparents 
had been members of the Brethren, so I 
decided to look around the site and read 
the sample MESSENGER article on race. 
First, I want to congratulate you on one 
of the best introductions to the topic/ 
discussion I have ever seen. I was par
ticularly struck by the writing of Gim
biya Kettering, which to me illustrates 
just how far apart many people are-not 
quite prepared to even sit down and 
discuss things. 

I am a school teacher, and my class 
has ongoing discussions about issues 
of race and racism, often prompted by 

events in the news. I plan to use the 
"Reflections on race" article as part of 
that discussion. I believe the perspec
tives it offers would make an excellent 
lesson, and give students opportunities 
to discuss their points of view. 

Charles Finn 
Oceanside, Cali f . 

Best edition I have ever seen 

I just found the entire January/Febru
ary issue of MESSENGER an incredible 
blessing, probably the best edition 
I have ever seen, with valuable, yet 
humbling, perspectives on racism in our 
church, an excellent challenge on faith 
sharing from Jeremy Ashworth-one 

of the most articulate young Brethren 
pastors we have-along with the always 
"right-on" Fred Bernhard. All that, 
coupled with the pressing need to do 
so much more in Hispanic ministry 
from Daniel D'Oleo, and details about 
Hershey, Pa., which I didn't know, even 
though I grew up close enough to smell 
the chocolate when there was a west 
wind. And then news about Sudan, care 
for creation, and Jennifer Scarr's beauti
fully written piece about working with 
Ted Swartz. 

Just an excellent issue-challenging, 
informative, inspirational. What more 
can you want from your church maga
zine? I'm not usually prone to overstate
ments, but this issue touched me with 
so much that not only I needed to hear, 
but also the church needs to hear. Any-

'Then some people came, brin9in9 to Jesus a paral~zed. man, carried. b~ four of them. 
And. when the~ could. not brin9 him to Jesus because of the crowd., the~ removed. 
the roof above him . .. " Mark 2 3-4 

Open (oof award 
nom1nat1ons 

Do you know of a Church of the Brethren 
congregation or district that has done 
something extraordinary to serve-or 
be served by-those with disabilities? 
Tell us about it, even if it's your own! 

Visit www.brethren.org/ openroof for the 

form to nominate this year's recipient. 

Nomination deadline: May 1, 2015. 
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way, I couldn't start my day without let
ting you know how helpful, inspirational, 
and challenging that entire issue was. 
Thanks for your good work. 

David Sollenberger 
North Manchester, Ind. 

Especially good reading 

Just a couple of hours ago I found the 
January/ February MESSENGER in my 
mailbox. I took to my rocker and read all 
of it. Several things caught my attention. 

I generally read what publisher Wendy 
has to say first. This time she expressed 
gratitude for the support her previous 
piece had generated. That was a good 
start for the issue. Next I read editor 
Randy's "final" words. Especially good 
reading, as usual. I was very pleased 
to read his focus on Pennsylvania-my 
state! I want to add that Pennsylvania is 
the only state that is home to two of the 
Church of the Brethren colleges: Juniata 
and Elizabethtown. 

After that I went back to the 
beginning and read the "Reflections on 
race." I'm fairly certain that the au
thors are too young to have known the 
late Bill Hayes, a black Church of the 
Brethren pastor from Baltimore, Md. 
For many years his was the only black 
countenance in the Annual Confer
ence gathering. He served on the then 
General Board, and in 1988 became the 
first black moderator of Annual Confer
ence. The theme that year was "Called 

Send letters to MESSENGER, Attn: Letters, 1451 Dundee 

Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or email messenger@brethren. 

org. Please include hometown and phone number. 

Letters should be brief, clear, and respectful of the 

opinions of others, with strong differences handled in 

the spirit of Matthew 18. Preference is given to letters 

that respond directly to items in MESSENGER. 

Anonymous letters will not be considered. 

September 7-11, 2015 
Lake Junaluska, NC 

Or tour with like-minded travelers in the Holy Land, 
Central Asia, Haiti, China, Antarctica, Alaska, or Russia/Ukraine. 

Book your life-changing journey today! 
(800) 565-0451 I office@tourmagination.com 
www.tourmagination.com 

Cruises, Educational, Eco-Adventure, Holy Land, Fellowship, & Custom tours also available. 
TICOISOOl-4322 
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into Shalom." His leadership for the 
denomination was exceptional. I was 
privileged to serve with Bill as mod
erator-elect, and was the first white 
woman to serve in that office. Bill, 
exhibiting his unique sense of humor, 
labeled us "The Odd Couple." 

In 1989, the year I was modera-
tor, the theme was "Living As God's • 
Friends." I was reminded of that when 
I read the "Make friends not converts" 
article. Excellent! The John 15:15 
scripture, cited in the article, was one 
used by one of the Annual Conference 
speakers that year. 

The January/ February issue got the 
new year off to an excellent start. Every 
article was a good read, and the format 
was also very attractive. 
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Elaine Sollenberger 
Everett, Pa. 

Was an apology ever given? 

Thank you for the special report, 
"Reflections on race," and thank you 
to Melisa Grandison, Eric Bishop, and 
Gimbiya Kettering for their articles, 
and to Miykael Hatter for his poem. I'm 
currently studying Uncovering Racism 
by Kathryn Goering Reid and Stephen 
Breck Reid (available from Brethren 
Press) and I recommend it. 

Melisa Grandison's horrific experi
ences among the Church of the Breth
ren makes me remember an experience 
of the Rev. Martha Cunningham Dolby 
as recounted in the children's book (but 
also good-for-adults) Mattie Loves All 
by Mildred Hess Grimley. According 
to the Brethren Encyclopedia, Dolby 
and her husband were asked to stop 
attending a Brethren congregation in 

Springfield, Ohio, because of their race. 
I wonder if the congregation or Annual 
Conference ever issued an apology. 

Charles Thomas 
Murfreesboro, Tenn . 

To whom are we listening? 

I'd like to say how much I enjoy each 
issue of MESSENGER, with its thought
provoking and inspiring articles, plus 
the news that keeps us in touch with 
the Brotherhood. Please keep up the 
good work! 

I want to respond to a letter from 
Brother Randy W. Cosner, published in _ 
the October 2014 MESSENGER. Brother 
Cosner and those who share his views 
dismiss the notion that human activity 
is a major contributing factor to global 

www.bethanyseminary.edu 



climate change. But when "97 percent of 
climate scientists are in agreement that 
climate change is occurring and that humans 
are the major culprit" (January/ February 
2015, "Changing the climate with love"), the 
important question is-as it always is for 
believers- to whom are we listening? 

There are some strident voices in the 
media who dismiss the thought of human 
activity contributing to climate change, 
saying that this is just a normal change in 
earth's climate. Yet are they scientists who 
are studying the issue? Is one to listen to 
them rather than to both American and 
international scientists? 

In just the last few decades, by burning 
enormous quantities of oil and coal, hu
mankind has released into the atmosphere 
carbon dioxide that nature took millions of 
years to sequester. Is it reasonable to think 
that this sudden release of stored carbon 

5Reasons 
you should talk to 

Brethren Mutual Aid Agency 

about your insurance needs. 

Growing 
lifelong faith ... 

one story 
at a time. 

/, 
Brethren Press 
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could have no impact on the climate? 
If we want to leave a livable world for 

our grandchildren, we need to listen to 
those who have no ax to grind and are 
studying hard to understand the issues, 
and follow their suggestions on how we 
should adjust our current lifestyles. 

George G. Hess 
Xen ia, Ohio 

Most unfortunate 

I think that it was most unfortunate 
that the Brethren Press publisher chose 
to react to the Annual Conference vote 
on the climate issue (September 2014 
MESSENGER). All her column accom
plished was to create a back-and-forth 
in the Letters section. It is not a matter 

Do you need 
a loan? 

We'd like to help. We 

offer personal loans at 

competitive rates. Contact 

us to find out more. 

Everence Federal Credit Union 

everence.com/banking 
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I I @ Credit union products are 
JHtl''(I ia~ federally insured by NCUA. 
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of whether the issue is worth studying, 
but rather what vehicle is used to have 
members become better informed. That 
is a difficult task, since climate science 
has become so politicized. 

John C. Graybeal 
Hanover, Pa. 

Let us talk (and pray) about guns 

I haven't yet read the new book by Ga
brielle Giffords and Mark Kelly which 
Frank Ramirez reviewed in the March 
MESSENGER, but I agree with its prem
ise, which seems to support the right to 
bear arms while asserting that Ameri
cans should be able to have a reasoned 
discussion about how to protect our 
citizens from gun violence. 

I have one bone to pick with 
Ramirez' article, and that is his asser
tion that a gun is a tool. A gun is not a 
tool. A gun is a weapon. Look up these 
two words in any English dictionary 
and you will find that they do not have 
the same definition. A tool is used to 
construct, repair, or deconstruct some
thing. It is true that you can kill some- · 
one by misusing a hammer or a screw
driver (for that matter, you could kill 
with a banana or a teddy bear). But that 
is not these items' intended purpose, 
and the degree of difficulty is much 

greater than it is with a gun, which was 
designed to kill as efficiently and easily 
as possible. As we have recently been 
reminded, even a 2-year-old can kill 
with a gun. 

Any discussion begins with verbal 
precision. When gun-legislation oppo
nents call a gun a tool, the implication 
is clear. Why have any gun laws at all? 
After all, any child can buy a hammer 
or screwdriver without paperwork or a 
waiting period, and a gun is just another 
tool. The fact is that for too many Amer
icans who may call it a tool, the gun is 
their god. The evangelists who spread 
this false religion are lobbyists financed 
by gun manufacturers, who value profits 
above human life. If this is not so, how 
do we explain our national reaction to 
the slaughter of 20 small children in a 
Connecticut school? Initially there were 
calls for some modest, common-sense 
gun-control laws, which were widely 
supported, even by a majority of gun 
owners and NRA members (although, 
predictably, the NRA leadership ignored 
its members and fought them). In the 
end, the only gun laws passed around 
the country were laws which made gun 
ownership easier. 

By all means let us talk honestly, and 
pray, about guns in America. 

Don Zigler 
Gardne rs Pa . 

■ CLASSIFIEDS . 

Connecting Families-East Retreat May 15-17 at Laurelville Mennonite Church Center. Hear 
Loren L Johns on "Communicating a Theology of Holy Inclusion." Loren is Professor of New Testament 
at Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, IN. Connecting Families welcomes L_GBT people 
and their families and allies to a weekend of sharing common thoughts regarding sexual minority issues 
as they affect families, friends, and churches. To request registration materials email connectingfam@ 
gmail.com 

FREE WEEK OF CAMPING IN FLORIDA. The Palms Estates, a Church of the Brethren 55+ 
community located 108 miles SE of Tampa, is offering up to one week of free camping in its RV park 
in conjunction with 2015 Annual Conference. Stop by before or after Conference to see if Palms 
Estates could be your winter destination. Pool, library, fishing, bird watching, planned activities (dur
ing winter season) and nearby golf courses available. For reservations call 863-655-1909. For more 
information: www.palmsestates.com. 
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- Editorial 

What color is your Jesus? 
I first saw the dress on a smartphone one 

recent Thursday evening. As I walked into my 
classroom, one of my students held up her iPhone and 

asked, "What color is this dress?" I looked down at the tiny 

RANDY MILLER 
MESSENGER EDITOR 

screen and saw a dress that was 
bluish-white and gold. 

"Really?" she asked. "Some people 
think it's black and blue." 

Black and blue? Impossible. 
Clearly, it was white (well, mostly 
white) and gold. 

I had no idea that, over the next few 
days, a huge debate would ensue over 
the color of this ridiculous dress. 

Some of you, I realize, may have no 
idea what I'm talking about. So here's 
a picture of the dress. 

This photo was posted online by 
a young woman who was wondering 
about its color. Some saw a dress that 
was white and gold; some saw a dress 
that was blue and black. 

This whole "much ado about 
nothing" hubbub over the dress 
got me thinking about the debate 
that has raged for centuries about 
who we see when we are presented 
with Jesus. Nasty things were said 

pared with the rancorous debate in which good Christians 
have been embroiled for eons. 

The Jesus Seminar has focused on Jesus, the man-the 
flesh-and-blood individual who walked around in Nazareth 
and talked about a new order in which love would reign and 
the playing field would be leveled. There would be no distinc
tions between rich and poor, Jew and Gentile. All would be 
equal in the sight of God. 

Others have seen a divine Jesus sent by God to raise up 
the righteous and cast into the fire those who come up short. 
It's a black-and-white (or black and blue) world in which the 
righteous wheat is separated from the heathen chaff, and the 
day of judgment will leave no question as to who will be saved 
and who will burn in hell. 

Jesus really had something important to share with us, and 
I think it's tragic that we feel compelled to hurl insults at one 
another over who's got the most accurate take on his message. 
I'm reminded of words from a song that folksinger Bob Dylan 
released in 1975: 

Idiot wind, blowing through the buttons of our coats, 
Blowing through the letters that we wrote. 
Idiot wind, blowing through the dust upon our shelves. 
We're idiots, babe, it's a wonder we can even feed ourselves. 

Undoubtedly, Jesus had similar frustrations when he tried 
to get his message across. Even his most trusted companions
his disciples-often couldn't agree on what he meant. 

"It's so simple," I imagine him thinking. "Why are you mak-

This whole umuch ado about nothing" hubbub over the dress got 
me thinking about the debate that has raged for centuries about who 
we see when we are presented with Jesus. 

online about dimwits who clearly were mistaken about the 
color of the dress. But people have been killed because they 
had the "wrong" impression of who Jesus was. "He's white 
and gold!" some assert. "No!" others shriek, "he's blue and 
black!" 

Crusades have been waged to prove a point. If you kill 
enough of them, the reasoning seems to be, they're sure to 
come around to your perspective. 

We look askance at the people who fling barbs at one an
other in social media over whether this dress is blue and black 
or white and gold. Yet their silly bickering is nothing com-

COMING IN MAY: Making peace on earth 
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ing it so difficult?" 
Maybe it was because he spoke mainly in parables. He as

sumed they would surely get the point. (Maybe, like Aesop, he 
should have explained the moral at the end.) 

Back to the dress- it ultimately was all a matter of how 
the light fell on it. One of the contestants in American Idol 
actually wore the thing, and it was plainly blue and black. 
But in some of the photos- when the light was just so-it 
was clearly white and gold. 

Regardless of how the light falls on it, Brethren, is it really 
so hard to comprehend what Jesus was talking about? li! 
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Tampa Bay, Florida • July 11-15, 2015 

Abide in my Loye ... 
and Bear Fruit 

-John 15:9-17 

• Complimentary Ice Cream Social Saturday evening. 

• Special Sunday evening program with Ken Medema and Ted & Co. 

• Equipping Sessions fo r spiritual growth Sunday afternoon and evening. 

.. 

• Opportunities to meet Brethren from across the denomination and re-connect with old friends. 

• Special activities for children and youth each day. 

• Five inspiring worship services filled with Brethren singing. 

• Checkout the Exhibit Hall featuring the Church of the Brethren, Brethren Press bookstore, 
SERRV store, and much more! 

• Get a taste of what the business of Annual Conference is about by sitting in on the morning 
or afternoon sessions. 

• Participate in the annua l Quilt Auction for world hunger relief. 

• Select from a large va riety of Insight Sessions for informative presentations, stimulating 
conversations, as well as personal and professional growth. 

Goto 

www.brethren.org/ ac 
for registration fo r Delegates and Non-Delegates, Hotel Information, Conference Schedule, 

Volunteer Opportunities, Meal Events, Children's and Youth Activities, and More! 

On line registration ends June 10, 2015 • Onsite reg istration begins Ju ly 10, 201 5 
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Church of the Brethren 
Questions? Email annualconference@brethren.org or call 800-323-8039 ext. 365 or 366. 

Annual Conference exists to unite, strengthen, and equip the Church of the Brethren to follow Jesus. 
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The Pentecost Offering emP.hasizes congregational vitality and 

en r:c lanting in the Church of t-n e Brethren. 
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