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in front of him and wave the driver to the side of the highway? b) made a 

National Youth Conference worker literally give the evening's preacher the 

shirt off his back? c) made the shouting stop at a political demonstration? 

Find out in this issue's cover story. 

Mr. O'Donnell goes to Washington 
Just a few years ago he was coordinating workcamps as a Brethren 

Volunteer Service worker. Today, he is press secretary to a US Congressional 

representative . Find out how Jerry O'Donnell made his way to Washington, 

and how his Brethren roots inform his work in the nation's capital. 

Brethren older adults light up NOAC 
They may be post-50, but they're nowhere near past their prime. Every two 

years, Brethren of a certain age gather for inspiration, worship, music, and 

the chance to see life-long friends. This year they celebrated being Brethren 

with skits, songs, field trips, and even birds of prey. And, of course, ice cream. 

When scorpions sting and prayers go unanswered 
A newborn suddenly acquires a life-threatening disease. A toddler clings to 

life after being struck by a car. We desperately pray for their return to health. 

But sometimes it seems our prayers are not heard. What do we do when 

God does not answer our prayers-or answers in ways we may not under

stand or find troubling? 

[Regarding the note at the end of the October cover story, it was the 2011 Annual Conference that re-affirmed the 1983 
paper on human sexuality. The amendment was not to the paper itself, but to the Standing Committee's 
recommendation to the delegate body. The sentence encouraging congregations and districts to continue study and 
conversation comes from the paper and is not an amendment to it. We regret any confusion this may have caused.-Ed.] 
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FromthePublisher 

I f we are fortunate, this page is already out of date: 
Our elected officials will have turned the government back on, imple

mented the laws that are on the books, and figured out how to serve all the 
people in the nation. If all that has come to pass, then you can skip this page. 

WENDY MCFADDEN 
PUBLISHER 

If the government hasn't been restarted, then 
chances are there's still a group of Christians stand
ing outside the Capitol and reading scripture out 
loud. They are reading all the verses of scripture that 
have to do with the poor and the vulnerable, those 
who are most affected by shutting down the gov
ernment. The Christians are calling this a "faithful 
filibuster." They can filibuster a long time because 
there are 2,000 such verses. 

In the Bible, the most well-known account of wise 
leadership is the story of King Solomon, who hears 
the dispute of two women who each gave birth. One 
baby has died, and both women claim the living baby. 

Solomon offers to cut the child in two so that each woman may have half. One 
mother quickly cries out that the baby should be given to the other woman 
so that it can be saved. For some reason the other woman says, "It shall be 
neither mine nor yours; divide it" (1 Kings 3:26). 

The wellbeing of the American people is being severed. We can be di
vided, or we can live. 

"I see us entering a world divided not just between the haves and have
nots, but also between those countries that do nothing about it, and those that 
do," says Joseph E. Stiglitz, a Nobel laureate in economics, writing recently 
in the New York Times. "Some countries will be successful in creating shared 
prosperity-the only kind of prosperity that I believe is truly sustainable. Oth
ers will let inequality run amok." 

With sharp focus, Stiglitz declares, "Inequality and poverty among chil
dren are a special moral disgrace. In America, nearly one in four children lives 
in poverty; in Spain and Greece, about one in six; in Australia, Britain and 
Canada, more than one in 10. None of this is inevitable." 

Let us pray for wisdom, and let us listen to the prophets-those recorded 
in scripture and those living among us today. 
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lntouch 
Proclaiming God's beauty through 
visual art in 1Norship 
"A loss of commitment to beauty may be the clearest sign that we have lost our way 
to God." -Joan Chittister, The Illuminated Life: Monastic Wisdom for Seekers 

A t Creekside Church of the Brethren in Elkhart, Ind., we 
believe that visual art in worship is as important as preaching and hymn
ody when it comes to proclaiming the beauty of God and the good news 

of Christ. Toward that end, on Saturday, Sept. 28, Creekside hosted an event called 
"The Beauty of God: Display of Worship Art" for pastors, worship planners, and 
anyone interested in enhancing their expe
rience of worship. 

During the event, docents from the con
gregation assisted guests as they traveled 
through displays organized by the seasons 
of the Christian year. Guests enjoyed a 
visual proclamation of God's activity from 
Advent through Epiphany, Lent, Easter, 
Pentecost, and special celebrations focus
ing on mission, vision, hospitality, thanks
giving, and communion. Banners were 
hung and tables were set up around the 
worship center and elsewhere. 

Why does Creekside proclaim the 

Creekside Church of 
the Brethren is 
emphasizing the 
visual arts through 
displays for Pentecost 
(above), Advent (left) 
and Tree of Life. 
(detail, below left) . 

importance of worship visual arts? According to pastor Rosanna Eller McFadden, creative director of Beauty of God 
art, "For centuries, going to church and seeing the stained glass and the cerulean ceilings meant getting a glimpse 
of heaven-of the beauty of God. That was the only gospel many Christians received." 

That changed with the invention of the printing press and the Reformation. There will always be a need for 
Bible study and preaching, but McFadden believes "it is time to reclaim some of the beauty of God in worship." 

by the numbers 

A DVD of worship visuals, including many which were not part of the display, was made 
available. Each person who purchased a DVD had an opportunity to win a banner for their 
worship space. All proceeds went to support the mission and ministry of the Northern 
Indiana District of the Church of Brethren. (DVDs are available through the Creekside 
office). 

What is so exciting about proclaiming God's beauty through visual arts? One of the 
guests put it this way: "When I enter the sanctuary at church and my eyes behold the 
beauty of the Epiphany table covered in gold ornaments and draped in golden beads, I 
am awestruck. I stand for a few moments and take in the beauty. The vision reminds 

me that I am rich in God's love of the world in Christ." 
-Janet Shaver is pastor of Creekside Church of the Brethren in Elkhart, Ind. 

Number of youth 

that National Youth 
Conference planners 
are challenging the 

denomination to 

send to the 2014 
event in Colorado 
Springs 

Do you have district or congregational 

stories that might be of interest to 

MESSENGER? Short items with a photo 

are best. Send them to MESSENGER, c/o 
In Touch, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 

60120 or messenger@brethren.org. 
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Mid-Atlantic District leader preaches 
at Antietam's Dunker Church 
Both words and actions were evident and obvious 
at the 43rd annual Brethren Service at the Dunker 
Meetinghouse, the landmark and centerpiece of the 
Civil War battlefield at Antietam National Park. The 
service is held each year on the Sunday closest to the 

battle, which took place 151 years 
ago on Sept. 17, 1862. 

This year, the service centered 
on words that were spoken by 
many that fateful day in 1862, 
which also was the theme of 
the sermon given by Gene 
Hagenberger, district executive 
of the Church of the Brethren's 
Mid-Atlantic District. 

In his message, Hagenberger 
called to mind words spoken 
at the dedication of the rebuilt 
meetinghouse in 1862, which 
seemed to minimize the harshness 
of the conflict. For example, 
Hagenberger related the disbelief 
of one soldier who survived 
the carnage of the corn field at 
Antietam, when his commanding 

officer ordered troops to take to their feet and charge. 
Also remembered was the story of Oliver Wendell 

Holmes-who went on to serve for 30 years as a 
Supreme Court justice-and his experience of the 
battle. Lying wounded on the field, Holmes was asked 

Celebrating 100 years 
Members of the Shady Grove Church of the Brethren, Sandy 
Creek CongTegation, West Marva District, celebrated 100 
years of worship on Sept. 15, marking the original dedication 
of their church on Sept. 14, 1913. The celebration included 
special music from their regionally recognized Sandy Creek 
congregation choir, director Roxanne Wotring, and member 

by his chaplain if he were a Christian. Replying that he 
was, Holmes was told, "Well, that's alright, then," and 
was left to suffer for quite some time. 

There were more stories, about young men and boys 
who were killed, and even of one loyal dog who was 
seen by retreating soldiers standing guard over the 
fallen body of his master. The dog soon fell to a bullet 
and the two were buried together. 

Hagenberger suggested that sometimes silence is 
sufficient when actions speak louder than any words. 
He encouraged all of those present, whether in word or 
action, to witness to the Brethren commitment to peace 
and service. 

In the sermon, and in the prayers lifted up at the 
service, petitions were raised for peace in Syria and in 
other troubled places around the world. 

Ed Poling, pastor of Hagerstown (Md.) Church of the 
Brethren, wrote and performed a song about the Brethren 
and the battle as he has done for several years. In this 
year's ballad, Poling described the peaceful stream that 
flows through nearby fields, representing the waters of 
baptism and of healing, and foreshadowing God's reign of 
peace as described in the book of Revelation. 

The Back Porch singers from the Hagerstown 
congregation also sang. Shape-note hymns from the 1901 
Brethren Hymnal were sung by the congregation, which 
numbered well over 100 people. 

- Frank Ramirez is pastor of Everett (Pa.) Church of the Brethren and was 
one of the Brethren pastors who helped lead this year's service at the Dunker 
Meetinghouse at Antietam. 

Shawn Golden. Members donned period dress, with some members arriving by horse and wagon. Former pastors 
and members were invited to attend to share their memories during the day-long celebration. 

The original church was built and dedicated in 1913. In 1949, the current structure was built. It was dedicated in 
1951. The current brick building replaced the small, one-room church built in 1913 on the same piece of ground. In 
1951, church services were moved from the old building to the basement of the new structure. Surrounded by a 
grove of trees, the area is often used for picnics and family reunions, reflecting the name Shady Grove. 
-Barry M. Adkins, pastor of Shady Grove Church of the Brethren, just outside of Brandonville, W. Va. 
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One more heifer 
An adult Sunday school class at the Huntington (Ind.) Church of the Brethren 
sent $500 to Heifer International in September to buy a heifer. This was the ninth 
heifer they have bought since 2008 when their teacher, Leon Stong, challenged 
them to put something in a Sunday school collection each Sunday to aid the 
humanitarian organization. 

Stong was a member of the 19th BVS unit, and his service was to Heifer Project, 
as it was known then. He worked out of New Windsor, Md., with M. R. Zigler. His 
Sunday school class remembers him relating a story of how he and Zigler took a 
cow up the elevator of the Bellevue Hotel in Philadelphia. They thought it would 
be a good prop for a presentation they were making. They took the cow up to the 
sixth floor and set it up in a pen with some hay. They were able to pull it off, but 
the cow was not very sure-footed on the tile floors. 

Stong, who now resides in assisted living in town, says he is impressed by what 
the class continues to do, even in his absence. 

Remembered 
Duane H. Ramsey died Sept 26. He was moderator of the Church of the Brethren 
Annual Conference in 1981, held in Indianapolis. He served several terms on the 
former General Board and a number of committees of Annual Conference and the 
General Board. Ramsey was best known among Brethren as the 45-year pastor 
at Washington (D.C.) City Church of the Brethren where he was a leader among 
clergy in the city. In 1997 he was honored with the Capitol Hill Community 
Achievement Award; the award program commented that the most vital point 
of his ministry was as "a presence of compassion and care for people who are 
desperate .... Duane Ramsey's impact on Capitol Hill can best be measured by 
the growth of our community's response to human need." He was a graduate of 
McPherson (Kan.) College and Bethany Seminary. 

Olden D. Mitchell, 100, a former district executive in the Church of the 
Brethren and a longtime pastor, died Sept. 8. He served from 1951-54 as Northern 
Illinois, Southern Illinois, and Wisconsin district executive, in what is now 
Illinois and Wisconsin District. He served several congregations in Indiana and in 
Virlina District, and did several interim pastorates after retirement. He also wrote 
many letters to MESSENGER over the years. At the time of his death he was living 
in North Manchester, Ind. 

Mary Elizabeth (Spessard) Workman, 93, died Sept. 14 at the Cedars Health 
Care Center in McPherson, Kan. She was a former member of the Church of the 
Brethren denominational staff, serving from 1955-63 as director of Children's 
Work. She and her late husband Ronald Workman also were early leaders in 
the International Christian Youth Exchange (ICYE) and served as regional 
representatives for that program for eight years. McPherson College in 1970 gave 
her the "Alumni Citation of Merit" award for outstanding public service. 

LANDMARKS 
and laurels 

A Larry Ulrich, an ordained minister 
., from York Center Church of the 
Brethren in Lombard, Ill., has been identi
fied as "the first Protestant minister to serve 
as a dean in a Roman Catholic Seminary in 
the United States, and most probably since 
the Reformation;' according to Religion 
News Services. Francis Cardinal George, 
Archbishop of Chicago, commented, "For a 
Protestant minister to be engaged in the for
mation process of future priests through 
their four years of seminary training is note
worthy. This collaboration exemplifies the 
ecumenical openness of the contemporary 
Roman Catholic Church at this time." 

A After 18 years of faithful service, 
., Helen Kinsel's last day volunteer
ing in the Brethren Disaster Ministries 
office in New 
Windsor, Md., was 
Sept. 24. She and her ., 
husband, the late 
Glenn Kinsel, had 
commuted initially 
from Hanover and 
then from New 
Oxford, Pa., to sup
port the work of Brethren Disaster 
Ministries and Children's Disaster Services. 
Previously the Kinsels were Virlina District 
disaster coordinators, volunteered at a 
number of rebuilding project sites, were 
disaster project leaders, assisted with train
ing events, and devoted many hours to pro
moting Brethren Disaster Ministries. In 
honor of the Kinsels' service, Brethren 
Disaster Ministries has erected a Peace Pole 
at the entrance of its office declaring "May 
Peace Prevail on Earth" in Japanese, 
German, Hebrew, and English. 

A The youth at Salem Church of the 
., Brethren at Stephens City, Va., have 
received thanks from Shenandoah District 
for their "creative and generous support of 
our disaster response teams." The youth 
raised $766 for disaster response by partic
ipating in the Route 11 Yard Crawl on Aug. 
10, selling sandwiches, drinks, chips, and 
yard sale items. 
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Reflections 

Healing springs forth 
When I first heard the theme for the 

recent National Older Adult Conference, 
"Healing Springs Forth," I thought, "That's 

hopeful." Knowing about the abundance of physical ailments 
common among people over 50, I assumed the theme was 
some sort of call for the alleviation of arthritis pain, heart 
palpations, and memory loss. I could just picture all of the 
walkers, canes, pill bottles, and wheelchairs being cast aside at 
the end of the conference. 

I called my friend Kim Ebersole, the coordinator of NOAC, 
and asked how the planners chose this theme. She said as 
they tossed around ideas they kept coming back to the idea 
of healing- healing of our souls, our congregations, our 

CHRISTY WALTERSDORFF 

denomination, and our world. I began 
to see this theme in a different light. 

Although I have not yet attended 
NOAC, I often hear people talk about 
two highlights of the event: seeing old 
friends and making new ones, and the 
inspiring worship services. It made me 
think of Isaiah, which speaks of both 
relationships and worship. 

The book of Isaiah gives an 
explanation to the Israelites for their 
life in exile in Babylon for 50 years. 

Isaiah tells them that God orchestrated the whole thing 
because of their sinful ways. We learn in chapter 58 how 
they have returned to Jerusalem to find everything in ruins. 

having me on their side. But they also complain, 'Why do we 
fast and you don't look our way? Why do we humble ourselves 
and you don't even notice?' " (The Message) 

The people are confused. They think they are doing 
everything the right way and following God's laws. They 
are fasting to prove how devoted they are to God. They are 
crying out to God, "Don't you see how religious we are? Why 
aren't you rewarding us?" And God answers: "This is the kind 
of fast day I'm after: to break the chains of injustice, get rid 
of exploitation in the workplace, free the oppressed, cancel 
debts. What I'm interested in seeing you do is share your food 
with the hungry, invite the homeless into your homes, put 
clothes on the ill-clad, be available to your own families." 

This isn't just some passing fancy with God. This has been 
the foundation of God's message since the days of Moses 
and through the time of Jesus until right now. God's main 
concern is about relationship-our relationship with God and 
our relationships with each other. God says you can't claim 
to be God's best friend while you are hurting and hating your 
brothers and sisters. 

Scripture is awfully clear-what matters to God isn't what 
you have, it's who you are. Since we are each created in the 
image of God we are expected to live our lives in the fullness 
of that image. And when we do, healing will spring forth like a 
gushing stream, and we will be refreshed in God. 

If our lives and our worship truly reflected God, the results 
would be amazing: light in the darkness, water in a parched 
land, fullness in place of emptiness, and healing-miraculous, 

Since we are each created in the image of God we are expected to live our 
lives in the fullness of that image. And when we do, healing will spring 
forth like a gushing stream, and we will be refreshed in God. 

They are trying to rebuild their city and their lives, but things 
aren't going well. Quarreling among their leaders is hindering 
the restoration. Drought and food shortages are making life 
hard, especially for the poor. Social inequality is threatening 
community stability. 

God calls on the prophet Isaiah to deliver the message to 
the people-and it isn't an easy one. "Shout! Hold nothing 
back! Tell my people what's wrong with their lives, face my 
family Jacob with their sins! They are busy, busy, busy at 
worship, and love studying all about me. To all appearances 
they're a nation of right-living people: law-abiding, God
honoring. They ask me, 'What's the right thing to do?' and love 
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audacious healing of our souls, our churches, our communities 
and our world. 

I don't know if anyone was healed at NOAC, but knowing 
what I do about God, I assume that many were. They may 
not have thrown away their walkers, but maybe they got rid 
of a few wrong assumptions about someone else; maybe they 
threw away their despair or their anger; maybe they threw 
away their fear or their idols. Maybe they opened themselves 
to the fullness of life God offers to all of us. 

Maybe we will too. li! 

Christy Waltersdorff is pastor of York Center Church of the Brethren in Lombard, Ill. 



HAnything that's advancing the kingdom of 
Christ is not crazy at all." 

-Wisconsin truck driver Harold Scott, who has spent $750,000 for more than 
two dozen Christian billboards along major US highways 

"Our tears are not enough. Our words and 
our prayers are not enough . . . . We're 
going to have to change." 

- President Obama in remarks Sept. 22 at the Marine Barracks in Washington, 
D .C., at a memorial service for the 12 victims of the Navy Yard shooting ~-~-:cl"..l8m'lil;\".~------

uThat compromise is part of the glue that 
holds us toget her as a nation, the tolerance 
that lubricates the varied moving parts of 
us as a people. That sense of respect we 
owe others, whether or not we believe as 
they do, illuminates this country, setting it 
apart from the discord that affl icts much of 
the rest of the w orld." 

- New Mexico Supreme Court Justice Richard C. Bosson, writing about 
the give-and-take between private religious beliefs and public accommodation 

after the court ruled a Christian photographer was wrong to refuse to 
photograph a lesbian commitment ceremony. 

Heard 'round the world ... ... .. ... .. . 
til -tl!l alll ......... . ... . .......... . ....... . .................. . ....... . ........................ . 
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theBuzz 
~ ► Two schools hope 
,,, to bring the message 

report names 37 individuals 
and institutions that "were 
at the center of promoting 
Islamophobia in America" 
during 2011-2012. "American 
Muslims face discrimination 
every day;' said Nihad Awad, 
national executive director 
of CAIR. "Islamophobia 

EC cu .... 
:> 
CD ... 
= .., -= u 

of reconciliation retired 
Anglican Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu preached 
in South Africa to a new 
center based in Indianapolis. 
Christian Theological 
Seminary and Butler 
University have announced 
the creation of the Desmond 
Tutu Center, considered 
North America's first and 
only academic center named 
after the religious leader. A 
recipient of a Nobel Peace 
Prize for resisting racial 
apartheid in South Africa, 
Tutu has fought AIDS, 
poverty, racism, sexism and 
other issues. 
► Groups with a mission 
to spread prejudice and 
hatred against Muslims 
are coordinated and 
well financed, according 
to a report released in 
September by the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations, 
a Washington-based civil 
rights group. The report, 
titled "Legislating Fear: 
Islamophobia and its Impact 
in the United States." The 

. .. ..... . 

is a threat to the safety of 
American Muslims." 
► Pope Francis' statements 
in late September that 
the Catholic church has 
been too "obsessed" with 
homosexuality and abortion, 
and should focus more on 
being a "home for all;' have 
earned high approval from 
both Catholics and non
Catholics, according to a 
poll conducted by HuffPost/ 
YouGov. The survey found 
that 46 percent of US 
Catholics think Francis' 
remarks reflect a "good 
change" in church direction. 
Francis said the church 
has "sometimes locked 
itself up in small things, in 
small-minded rules" and, if 
it doesn't change, would be 
in danger of falling "like a 
house of cards!' 

. .... . . ... . .. 
. . 
. · . . .. .., 
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When Jesus said, 1.ave your enemies," 
I think he. probaJIIY me nt don't kill them. 

From a song by Linda K. Williams, First Church of the Brethren, San Oiego, California 
ON EARTI-I PEACE, P. 0 . Box 1.88, New Windsor, MD 21.176 (41.0) 635-8704 www.brethren.org/oepa 

BUMPER STICKER by Linda Williams 

QUESTION: WHAT IS IT THAT 
• caused a normally m' ld • • • . 1 -mannered p t 

car in front of him and w . as or to honk at the 
of the highway? ave the driver over to the side 

• r~s_ulted in a National Youth C giving the evening's prea h ohnfere_nce worker literally 
c er t e shirt off his back7 

• madetheshoutin . 

h 

g stop at a heated political rally7 

• as been centra l in · • daily invit a young adult's theological formation? 
" . es an educator and rel . . hit the pause button" t fl at1onsh1p facilitator to 
us to follow him? ore ect on how Jesus is calling 

• inspired a Church of the Brethr 
shoots in diverse and f fl en pastor to do photo-
"I , ar- ung locatio t ts everywhere!"? ns o ce lebrate that 

• gave one sister such challen . 
she decided that, to follow J~~g ;ood for thought that 
needed to be a pacifist? us call on her life, she 

ANSWER: A little bum • Jesus said 'L per sticker that reads: "Wh 
, ove your enemies, I h. en 

'Don't kill them."' ' t ink he probably meant 

Since 2003 h h ' w en t e bumper sticker · 
than 30,000 havefiound th . was first made available, more 

e,r way around th 
song penned in 1998 by Li d K . . e world. It sprang from a 
., n a • Williams a m b . 

01 the Brethren in San Diego C /if. ' em er of First Church 
MESSENGER readers how "th, la,,· We asked her to share with 

e ,tt e bump ti k 
and how its message has t h . . er s c er that could" began 

ouc ed lfves m th Ch , 
and around the world To h I e urch af the Brethren 

· e P tell the stol]I, IN"//" . 
share testimonies of how th , , ,ams invited people to 
lives. The dozens who respo edpodwerful little phrase has touched their 

B 

n e range from H II 
rethren pastors to sem. 

0 
ywood celebrities and 

mary professors d I 
evidence that /ow-key Breth . an co lege students. Yet more 
. ren evange//sm a/th h 

t1onal, can have qu,·te an . ' oug at times unconven impact. -Ed. -
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r s icker came f Thebumpe t· 
I wrote, and the id rom a song 
sprang from this ea for the song 

"The only people on earth h quote from Gandhi: 
teachings as nonviolent wCho ~o_not see Christ and his 

are nstian " Wh 
statement and how t . . . s. at a powerful 

' ragic 1t 1s th t £ h 
true. Most Christia d . a ' or t e most part, it's 

ns o not beheve th t b 
means to follow the patl f 1 a to e a Christian 
rather than that of . 1 1 o ove, peace, and forgiveness 

VIO ence reven d ' I wanted th ' ge, an retaliation 
e song to eel b . 

of the Brethren emb e rate that fact that the Church 
races Jesus' tea h. 

And, I figured, if I could . ~ mgs about peace. 
. put Just a bit of "t . 
mto the song, it would h l . ongue m cheek" 

th 
e P grab listeners d 

em to realize· "He b . an encourage · Y, emg a 'Ch · f , 
ly doesn't make sense doe ·t:"' ns ian war-promoter real-

" , S 1 . 

Everybody living in the nei hb 
your church should k g orhood surrounding 

now that there are Christians who 

At a recent Annual 
Conference, Linda 

Williams stopped for a 
photo witlr DGenna J. 

Ulrich, who was 
instrumental in 

getting a Song and 
Story Fest version of 
her "bumper sticker 
song" onto 

YouTube. 



believe that we shouldn't go to war, that 
to follow Jesus' teachings means that 
we will love our enemies, not kill 
them." Those words from [the late 
Brethren author and peace activist] 
Art Gish resonated strongly with me 
when I heard them years ago, and I 
smiled, thinking, ''Yes! Each time 
someone reads our bumper sticker, they're 
receiving that very message!" 

I always love the reactions to my "silent witnessing" with 
this bumper sticker-or T-shirt, as the case may be. One of my 
favorites was from a flight attendant who tilted his head to the 
side to read the bumper sticker on my guitar case. He said, 
reflectively, "Well, I'm for the war, but, I'm for Jesus, too." (I 
cheered inside, thinking ''Yes! Cognitive dissonance!") I gave 
him some stickers to share with his Bible study group. 

We never know what impact we might make with the 
seeds of peace we sow, or how our actions may bear fruit 
we'll never see. As Albert Schweitzer said, "No ray of sun
shine is ever lost, but the green which it awakens into exis
tence needs time to sprout, and it is not always granted for 
the sower to see the harvest. All work that is worth any
thing is done in faith." 

I'm thrilled that the bumper sticker has become an effec
tive way of letting people know that there are Christians 
who don't go along with waging war. It is my hope and 
prayer that we in our beloved denomination will 
become even more intentional about sharing that 
message as widely as possible. I hope that, long 
after my earthly days are over, the phrase and con
cept will continue to circulate, continuing to raise 
consciousness, create cognitive dissonance, and 
cause more people who consider themselves follow
ers of Jesus to conclude that that means they need to 
accept the "package deal" of Jesus' teachings, includ
ing that part about loving our enemies, not killing 
them, even if killing them is perceived by some-or 
even the majority-to be in our national interests. 

It gives me great joy to know that, with each 
bumper sticker that is out and about, we are sharing 
Jesus' call to peacemaking, and sharing the fact 
that the Church of the Brethren, our beloved 
denomination, is a peace church! 

WHYTHE 
SHOUTING 
STOPPED 

I already knew that the sign I carried 
was definitely an attention-grabber. 
My wife and I, both 78 years young, 
had made the long journey to 
Washington, D.C., to join with others 

in a passionate plea for peace. When considering what mes
sage to share on the sign I would carry, I hit upon the idea of 
simply attaching my favorite bumper sticker to both sides of 
a small piece of cardboard, mounted on a tall stick. 

While carrying my thought-provoking sign at the march 

Jack Canfield, originator of the Chicken Soup for the 

Soul book series, was happy to oblige Linda 

Williams with a photo while on a book tour in San 

Diego, Calif. Williams contributed an essay to 

Chicken Soup for the Soul: Stories for a Better World. 

and rally, at least a dozen fellow marchers had 
come close to me to read the relatively small 
print, then asked, "May I take a picture of you 
with your sign?" I enjoyed this at first, but 

later, wearying a bit of such attention, I handed the sign to 
rhy wife. She then "enjoyed" the attentions of one photo
shoot after another, just as I had. I had to chuckle, but I 
also had to ponder the power of my sign's message. 

Then it was time for us to join the march. To our left, we 
saw that an energetic counter-demonstration group had 
gathered. Tension was in the air. The angry counter-demon
strators pressed closer and closer to the wire fence which 
the police had put in place to keep our two groups separated. 

Then the shouting began. "Commies! Communists!" 
Name-calling and insults were hurled from their side of the 
wire fence to ours. The irony struck me as some marchers on 
our side of the fence-while carrying signs with pleas for 
peace-hurled the epithets back with energy. 

I had an idea. With my sign once more in hand-and with 
much perseverance-I slowly squeezed my way through the 

shouting protesters on our 
side of the fence. Finally, I 
was close enough to touch 
the fence, and to look into 
the eyes of the counter
protesters. Without a 
word, I raised my sign 
high above the wire fence 
which divided us. 

The voice of the most 
strident name-caller on 
the other side rang loud 
and raucous in my ears, 
and I saw the intensity 
of emotion on his face. 
I saw many other faces 
also contorted with 

anger. Then, suddenly, that loudest voice was quiet. 
Mystified, I looked into the face of the previously most 

energetic name-caller, and I saw that his eyes were lifted 
up, his lips moving silently as he read my sign. I was then 
astounded when his eyes dropped from my sign to lock 
onto my eyes, and he gave me a warm, genuine smile, 
which I gratefully beamed back at him. As we stood there 
sharing the n1oment, I realized that our side had ceased 
their counter-shouting, too! 

We had found, and were silently celebrating, common 
ground-something that linked us together, heart to heart, 
through that wire fence. 

-former Church of the Brethren moderator and 
seminary professor Dale Brown 
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ALL I have those bumper stickers 
OVER THE posted all around the house- in 
HOUSE ffl: / our bedroom, in the kitchen, on the 

___,,/ refrigerator. They remind my family 
what we really believe and why we believe it. I am a 
Mennonite and was raised Mennonite, and so was my hus
band. Our pacifist beliefs are at the core of our faith. Sadly, 
we see many people in the Anabaptist churches-both 
Mennonite and Church of the Brethren-throwing away 
these pacifist beliefs and embracing the way of "empire 
thinking" of this culture and country. That is why I want 
my family-and especially our 16-year-old son-to be 
reminded of our core values and pacifist beliefs. That is 
why I have the bumper stickers all around the house. 

-Dawn Zook, A Mennonite from Manheim, Pa. 

A 2008 interview with Mike Farrell, 

• A. •s•M (B.J. Hunnicutt of M *A*S*H) ended 
M A.R'S with a lot of those "favorite color;' ii "oRITJE "favorite movie" kind of questions. 
euMPER The last one was: "What's your 
51'\CKER favorite bumper sticker? He 

replied, "When Jesus said 'Love 
your enemies; I think he proba
bly meant 'Don't kill them."' 

Linda Williams contacted him 
by email recently to ask why it's 
his favorite. He replied: "I chair 
an organization working to end 
the use of the death penalty. I love 
the bumper sticker because of its 
simple logic, and also because it 

baffles me that so many who profess to be Christians con
tinue to support state killing." 

HILARIOUS 
ANDALSO 
TRUE 

-Actor Mike Farrell, who portrayed B. J. 
Hunnicutt in the TV series M*A*S*H 

This has always been my favorite 
quote. I love the simple logic of it. It's 
hilarious and also true. The logic is 
unavoidable and it's presented in such 
a way that you can't help but smile or 

laugh. But after the laughter dies down or 
the smile fades, I find that I am always 
still thinking about it hours later. I'm 

pretty sure Jesus had a good sense of humor, 
and I wouldn't be surprised if, while preaching the Sermon 
on the Mount, he paused to chuckle and clarify that yes, his 
teaching on "loving enemies" really actually meant that they 
probably aren't allowed to kill them. 

-National Youth Conference coordinator Tim Heishman 
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BOLD 
SIMPLICITY 

_j I have always deeply appreciated 
the bold simplicity of this statement 
that captures, with wry humor and 

profound wisdom, the essence of Jesus' 
nonviolent love and challenges us to fol
low his call to discipleship. Would that we 

would all grow more faithful in practicing this wisdom on 
every level of our human interactions. 

-Nancy Sollenberger Heishman, Church of the Brethren moderator 

Guess what I saw today? On a 
file cabinet drawer of one of our 

speakers, and also on the 
bumper of a car here in 
Bethlehem, was On Earth 
Peace's witness that 
"When Jesus said 'Love 
your enemies; I think he 
probably meant don't 
kill them."' Way to go 
OEP and Brethren 
peacemakers! 

-Church of the Brethren general secretary 
Stanley Noffsinger, from the Holy Land in 2012 

"In early summer 2010, my wife, 
Jenn, and I returned from our peace
building work in Nigeria to attend 
several Church of the Brethren 

events, including National Youth 
Conference. Upon arriving in Fort Collins, Colo., we got into 
the registration line behind [ Church of the Brethren general 
secretary] Stan Noffsinger and a dreadlocked individual whom 
I at first mistook to be author and Christian activist Shane 
Claiborne. It turns out that this guy was not from Philadelphia 
but from Perth, Australia. It was Jarrod McKenna, and we 
quickly began to talk. 

We ended up talking frequently over the next few days. 
Jarrod was at NYC to preach during one of the main worship 
times. On the day of his sermon, Jenn and I were returning 
to our room and stopped by to say hello. He asked us how 
the youth would like it ifhe preached in the T-shirt with the 
famous phrase on it. Given his time limitation, 
we went to the bookstore to get 
one for him. But 
the bookstore had 
run out of them, so 
we returned and I 
gave him the shirt 
off my back. 

-Nate Hosler, 
Church of the Brethren 

advocacy officer in 
Washington, D.C. 



1TMIGHTBE 
OFFENSIVE 

"My Church of the Brethren 
T-shirt with this slogan on it 
has got me into lots of Christ
like trouble. Funnily enough, 
it's been mostly with 
Christians. It's become my 
favorite shirt to preach in. In a 
large stadium event in India, I 

was asked to remove it because "it might be seei;i 
as offensive." I said, "Only as offensive as the Gospel of the 
Cross." The organizers let me wear it with a smile. When I 
think of the Church of the Brethren at its best, I think of 
the dear friends who live the message I wear on this shirt 
you gifted to me. Thank you! 

TOUCHED 
BY JESUS' 
INTENT FOR 
PEACE 

- Author and Christian activist Jarrod McKenna 

Since 2003, I have distributed 
copies of the bumper sticker from 
my medical office and human 
rights non-profit organization 
located in the heart of a non-reli
gious community. The thought 

expressed on this sticker seems to reso
nate with people of various faiths. Some 
read the sticker in our reception area, 
pause, and sheepishly ask for a copy. A 
few burst into laughter and reach into the 

basket to "Take One," as the sign suggests. Others ask if 
they can take two or more. Some smile, shake their heads 
and express a desire to be more loving. 

Before long, we began seeing cars in our area with these 
stickers. Knowing there were no other immediate sources 
for them, I was certain they came from patients and visi
tors to the office. People are so touched by the thought of 
Jesus' intent for our peace that they want to spread the 
good news. Over the years, I have ordered hundreds of the 
bumper stickers. Today, I have about five left in my bas
ket. I believe that's a good start. 

- Dena Lee, Physician at lmani Medical Corporation 
and former On Earth Peace board chair 

"The Church of the Brethren has a 
really good bumper sticker like that. 
Have you seen those?" His right hand 

gripped mine in a firm handshake, his 
left index finger tapped the front of my shirt that read, 

"When Jesus said, 'Love your enemies; I think he probably 
meant 'Don't kill them."' 

After telling Tony Campolo that yes, I indeed had seen 
those bumper stickers, we chatted for a few minutes before 
he had to take the stage for the Pray-In for Peace held out
side of the White House in Lafayette Park as part of the 
2006 Spiritual Activism Conference. Staff of the Brethren 

Witness/Washington Office attended the pray-in to show 
support and to be a part of the continued peace movement 
to end the war in Iraq, to prevent war in Iran, and to pray 
and work for peace in all areas of the world. 

-former Church of the Brethren volunteer Todd Flory 

WHERETHE 
MESSAGE 
WAS 
NEEDED 
MOST 

During seminary, I was part of a 
solidarity delegation to visit 
Uganda and Rwanda. Our flight 
there had a layover in Nairobi. 
This happened to be at the peak of 
some political fighting after the 
presidential election in January 

2008. Tensions in Kenya were so high 
that there was no option for us to leave 
the airport and see the city. During 
our layover in the airport, I was wear

ing a button with Linda's quote. One of the desk clerks read 
my button and nodded. She was Kenyan, and well aware of 
the country's troubles. She said, "That's something people 
here need to remember." I took the button off and handed 
it to her, and she pinned it onto her uniform. I figured that 
place was where the peace message was most needed at 
that moment! 

-Audrey Decoursey, pastor of Living Stream Church of the Brethren 

STANDING 
FOR HER 
BELIEFS 

This bumper sticker is why I'm here 
(at Camp Myrtlewood, Oregon, for 
Song and Story Fest, summer, 2013). 
I read it and thought, "Oh, my good-
ness! That's a statement!" When I 

go back to California [at the end of my Summer 
Service project], it's going to 
be very much different. I'm 
not going to be afraid any
more to stand up for what I 
exactly believe. 

I had stayed away from 
religion because, in the church 
where I grew up, there was so 
much hate toward people who 
were different. People from that 
church had told me, "No, you 
can't love this way, you have to 
hate this way." It's tough; they're 
telling me to hate, but I want to 
love, no matter what differences or sins people may have. I 
would hold my peace and try to understand. 

Coming here, I've been enlightened, and I've found balance 
in my faith. I know it in my heart that my Lord wants me to 
love, no matter what, and I'm going to stand up for that love. 

- Estella Amador is a student at University of La Verne li! 
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Mr. O'Donnell 

or political wonk Jerry O'Donnell, 
living in Washington, D.C., is a little 
like being in Disneyland. "I try not to take 

it for granted. I see the Capitol building every day on my 
daily commute, and I'm surrounded by so much history." 

Just a few years ago, O'Donnell was coordinating 
workcamps as a Brethren Volunteer Service worker. 
Today, as press secretary for US Rep. Grace Napolitano 
of California's 32nd Congressional District, he is happily 
knee-deep in politics. 

The path that led him to Washington, D.C., goes back 
quite a ways. As a second grader, O'Donnell was the only 
student in his class who was politically engaged. He wore 
a campaign button during the 1992 presidential election. 
He still remembers going to the election polls with his 
parents. And, just before his high school graduation, 
he was able to vote in the Pennsylvania gubernatorial 
election. "It was a good feeling to vote and know that my 
voice was heard," O'Donnell recalls. 

Politics weren't the only thing that shaped him in his 
early years. O'Donnell grew up just outside of Philadelphia, 
in Royersford, Pa., and has been active in various Brethren 
congregations, including Royersford and Providence. He is 
iiill.~.qate member of Green Tree Church of the Brethren 
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Washington 

in Oaks, Pa., where his parents are members. 
"The Church of the Brethren has truly impacted and 

shaped my life," O'Donnell says. Currently, he is a member 
of the Washington City Church of the Brethren, where he 
serves on the church board. 

Majoring in Spanish while he was a student at Juniata 
College, in Huntingdon, Pa., proved to be a real asset as 
his career in politics grew, although at the time his goal 
was to become a teacher. 

"Juniata prepared me for the real world;' he says, 
reflecting on his years there. "I have been fortunate to 
have traveled to some great places, and those experiences 
continue to guide me." 

But neither teaching nor politics would follow 
O'Donnell's years at Juniata. Instead, he felt called to 
serve, entering Brethren Volunteer Service in 2008. He 
worked in the Church of the Brethren General Offices 
in Elgin, Ill., where he helped coordinate workcamps 
during the summer for Brethren youth and young adults. 
He was the on-site workcamp coordinator on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation in Kyle, S.D.; St. Croix, US Virgin 
Islands; Keyser, WVa.; and Castaner, Puerto Rico. These 
experiences, along with his background in Spanish, led 
him eventually to the Dominican Republic to work with 
mission coordinators Irv and Nancy Heishman. There, he 
coordinated visits by Brethren work groups from tlre US. 

"It was a great experience," O'Donnell recalls, 
"and I discovered the diversity of the Church of the 
Brethren as it serves abroad, and the 'oneness' that we 
share throughout our denomination. I have many fond 
memories of introducing American Brethren to our 

Jerry O'Donnell (left) met with youth taking part in 

the Church of the Brethren's Christian Citizenship 
Seminar this spring. 



Dominican and Dominican-Haitian sisters and brothers." 
While in the Dominican Republic, O'Donnell tried to 

keep up with news from the US. It was during this time 
that he felt an urge to learn more about government and 
the legislative process. 

"I remember there was a ton of misinformation being 
spread about health care reform and how it would ruin 
people's lives!' During his time away from the US, O'Donnell 
realized that he wanted to learn more about the political 
process and experience it for himself. Before leaving the 
Dominican Republic, he began investigating the possibility 
of doing an internship in Washington. He decided to move to 
Washington, D.C., and see what he could find. 

In the fall of 2009 he applied for an internship with 
Latina congresswoman Grace Napolitano, who at the time 
represented California's 38th District. Before applying, 
he did his homework. He learned about Napolitano's 
voting record and the committees on which she served, 
and determined that her values were a good fit with his 
own beliefs. "From day one, I was volunteering 
for someone that I already 
respected," he says. 

He interned for three months 
without any income, living off his 
savings. The simple lifestyle he 
experienced during BVS aided him 
in the transition. "I never would 
have survived in that economic 
situation had I not learned about 
simple living at the Brethren House 
in Elgin when I first moved there. 
Being able to live on shared rent and 
in a cooperative environment made it 
possible to sustain myself while doing 
an unpaid internship." 

During filming of a segment of 
Brethren Voices, O'Donnell gives 
host Brent Carlson a tour of his 

Rep. Napolitano was away at a press conference when 
O'Donnell first went to her office in December 2009. (His 
internship did not officially begin until January 2010.) 
"I attended this press conference with some of her staff 
without even having met my future boss. But I wanted 
to show my commitment, so I went to D.C. just before 
Christmas, as the legislative session was ending. Right 
after the press conference I was introduced to her, and 
we spent the next 10 minutes walking back to the office, 
getting to know each other, talking about Mexican food, 
and I was able to speak with her in Spanish. I knew that I 
had found a good place." 

Not long after his internship, an entry-level 
staff assistant position with Napolitano opened 
up. Soon thereafter, he was promoted to legislative 
correspondent. His responsibilities included many 
of the front office duties such as greeting guests and 
coordinating constituent tours. He oversaw some 25 

interns in two years as staff assistant and 
legislative correspondent. After 22 months, he 
was promoted to press secretary. 

(left) at the Church of the Brethren 
workcamp at Pine Ridge Reservation 
in Kyle, S.D. O'Donnell (above) in 
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 
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"There are a lot of lobbyists representing corporations, spending money 
without any limitations," O'Donnell told the youth. "But one person still 
can make a difference. You do it by presenting your personal story. 
That has. the potential to touch your elected official." 

Today, O'Donnell also serves as a legislative assistant, 
advising Napolitano on education, immigration, 
agriculture, homeland security, technology/ 
telecommunications, and civil rights. "Should there be 
any legislation or anything in the news concerning those 
issues, it's my job to inform the congresswoman about 
those developments," O'Donnell says. "I also keep her 
informed of how prospective legislation might affect her 
constituents. It involves a lot of information gathering and 
reading. As press secretary, I need to 
stay on top of every issue since I'm 
responsible for communicating the 
congresswoman's message to news 
outlets and the people she represents." 

People often wonder if it's 

amounts of money to influence legislation. Does it matter 
what one person does? 

"There are a lot of lobbyists representing corporations, 
spending money without any limitations," O'Donnell told 
the youth. "But one person still can make a difference. 
You do it by presenting your personal story. That has the 
potential to touch your elected official. Just remember 
there will be another election, and your vote counts. 
As public servants, members of Congress are there to 

represent us. If you do not feel that you 
are being heard, you can help vote him or 
her out of office. 

'We need to forget about the millions 
of dollars that other people are spending 
because lobbyists are not going to be quiet. 
That's their job and they do not care that 
you are not making your voice heard. We as 
Brethren need to speak with conviction, be 
heard, and not let our voices be drowned 
out by lobbyists and special interest 
groups." 

worth the effort to write to their 
congressional representatives. 
O'Donnell has some advice. "When I 
was the legislative correspondent, I got 
all of the letters, so I was the person 
reading them. The more you can 
personalize a letter, the more attention 
it will receive and the stronger impact 
it will have. If you write clearly about With basketball star Metta World Peace 

O'Donnell says that his greatest 
concern at the moment is the economy 
because it affects everyone. 

your concerns or how something 
affects your community, it will likely carry more 
weight than a form letter from an organization. 
You can send those form letters, but also include 
a personal note, or follow up with an e-mail or phone call 
reiterating your own feelings about that issue." 

In April, O'Donnell met with 55 Brethren youth and 
advisors from across the country at the annual Christian 
Citizenship Seminar, an event which takes participants to 
New York City and Washington, D.C. "Meeting with the 
youth was a great experience;' O'Donnell says, "and it was a 
way to give back some of the knowledge that I have learned 
from the job. It's a great feeling to help youth become 
engaged in a way they can express their convictions. 

"These youth were there to advocate on behalf of 
millions of children who live in poverty in the United 
States. My boss often states that legislators do not think 
about children because children cannot vote. So she 
constantly focuses on children and their futures. Very 
often, budget cuts victimize children the most." 

O'Donnell was asked whether one person can compete 
against the huge lobbying groups that spend tremendous 
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"As a Brethren inside the halls of 
Congress, I am seeing everything through the eyes of 
lawmakers, and there is no end in sight. We've built 
our economy around the military. We continue to build 
weapons that we are never going to use. I don't know 
what the solution is. Closing bases and bringing troops 
home would definitely impact the US economy, but we 
can't keep sustaining these levels of military spending. We 
need to get out of Afghanistan and not become involved in 
another military effort, such as in Syria or Iran." 

Of his life today in Washington, D.C, O'Donnell says, "I 
enjoy working and worshipping here. I learn som~thing 
new each day!' Then he adds, "The weather can be fickle, 
and I guess the political climate kind of mirrors that." E,! 

Ed Groff is a member of Peace Church of the Brethren in Portland, Ore. He is 

editor and producer of the monthly community television program Brethren 
Voices, now in its ninth year. Jerry O'Donnell was featured in this year's July 

and August edit ions. Find these and other episodes, including th is month's 

segment on the Ch rist ian Citizenship Seminar, at www.Youtube.com/ 

Brethrenvoices . O'Donnel l welcomes visits to the office of Rep. Grace 

Napolitano, 1610 Longworth House Office Build ing, Washington, D.C. 20515. 

Phone: (202) 225-5256. 



OLDER ADULTS 
LIGHT UP NOAC 
By Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford, with Frank Ramirez and Eddie Edmonds 

N o one can accuse Brethren elders 
of not knowing how to have a good 
time-at least if the recent National Older 

Adult Conference (NOAC) is any indication. 
Organized by the denomination's Older Adult Ministry 

and Congregational Life Ministries, the event was held 
Sept. 2-6 at Lake Junaluska in North Carolina. Some 800 
post-SO Brethren gathered to worship, sing, study, and 
celebrate the joys of being Brethren. They listened to 
world-class speakers, attended concerts and dramas, and, 
of course, ate lots of ice cream. 

Kicking off the conference during opening worship 
was Dava Hensley, pastor of First Church of the Brethren 
in Roanoke, Va. She lit up NOAC with glow sticks handed 
out to worshipers to wave at the close of the service. 
Speaking on Isaiah 58:6-10, Hensley asked, "Have we 
blown out our light? We are to 
glow in the darkness! When 
was the last time we allowed 
our light to shine?" 

Edward L. Wheeler 
continued the challenge to 
NOACers Wednesday evening. 
The Christian Theological 
Seminary president emeritus 
encouraged conferees to be 
out and active in the world. 
He called on worshippers 

to follow the example of Jesus, remember the cloud of 
witnesses, and run the race of faith and life to the finish. 
He also lauded the efforts of civil rights leaders as well 
as those ordinary people who stood up-and still stand 
up-against the dehumanizing powers of the world in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 

"I don't know about you," Wheeler told the crowd, 
"but I've been blessed by the faith and example of parents 
and aunts and uncles who kept the faith and ran the race." 
Seniors have much to give, and have every reason to run 
the race of faithfulness no matter how hard it may seem to 
continue that struggle to the finish line, he emphasized. 

Kurt Borgmann, pastor of Manchester Church of 
the Brethren in North Manchester, Ind., brought the 
closing message on Friday morning. In his message, "I 
Thought There Would Be Refreshments," he continued 

the week's challenge, calling NOAC 
attendees to "be the refreshment" 
of the world, not just seek their 
own refreshment in the church. 
Borgmann drew laughs by 
imagining answers to the question, 
"When two or three Brethren 
gather together what do you think 
they do? The number one answer: 
eat ice cream." 

But Borgmann wasn't content 
to let NOAC conclude simply by 
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Cheryl Brumbaugh•Cayford 

celebrating the sharing of good things. Noting that many 
Christians think "the primary purpose of the church is to 
provide refreshments primarily for ourselves;' he reminded 
NOAC that Brethren can do better and often do better than 
that. "Maybe church should look less like an ice cream 
social and more like a sandwich for the homeless;' he said. 

Keynote speakers from outside the Church of the 
Brethren included well-known author Phyllis Tickle, 
recently retired Fuller Theological Seminary president 
Richard Mouw, and John Paul Lederach, professor of 
International Peace Studies at Notre Dame University. 

Tickle kicked off the keynote speeches Tuesday 
morning by noting that there are fewer parents 
teaching the biblical story to children, and gave those 
in attendance a homework assignment. "It is up to us 
who are grandparents and great-grandparents, who are 
the ones who know the stories, to go back and weave 
those stories into the lives of our grandchildren and 

nature of storytelling, both for individuals and society. 
Mouw, author of 17 books including Uncommon Decency: 

Christian Civility in an Uncivil World, challenged the NOAC 
congregation to move beyond the world where people hear 
only what they want to hear or listen only to people who 
agree with them. Lines drawn sharply, separating differing 
perceptions of reality, have intruded on the world of faith, 
he said. He challenged those in attendance-as he has 
Christianity at large-to act and treat each other in a civil 
fashion within the Christian communion. 

Closing out the keynote series, John Paul Lederach 
called on NOAC to "dream a new global dream." The 
Mennonite author, professor, and peacemaker spoke about 
"The Art and Soul of Building Peace." Lederach has been 
on the ground personally in many different hot spots 
around the world, assisting local communities in their 
efforts to build peace amid violent conflict and war. 

In addition to the speakers, the entertainment at NOAC 
also was world class. great grandchildren." If Pat,keN;ght;ngale 

the older generations don't 
do their homework, and 
children don't learn the 

- -~~ ~ 
The humorous takes on NOAC 

Bible story, Christianity may 
survive, Tickle said. But, 
she warned, "the church 
may not." She emphasized 
not only the importance of 
story in human life, but also 
the rising generations' new 
understanding of fact versus 
truth-that the beauty of a 
story lies in its "actuality, not 
factuality"-and the healing 

\ ''-.4 

events and the daily video clips from 
the NOAC News Team of David 
Sollenberger, Larry Glick, and Chris 
Stover Brown were a favorite part of 
the week for many. 

Michael Skinner took NOAC 
entertainment to new heights when 
he brought his show "Birds of Prey: 
Masters of the Sky" to the Stuart 
Auditorium one afternoon, complete 
with a bald eagle, falcons, and owls. 
Using a falconer's thick leather 
gauntlets, the field ecologist, nature 
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Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford 

photographer, environmental educator, and Emmy
nominated host of"Georgia Outdoors," displayed birds
each "nonreleasable" in the wild because of injury or other 
handicap-and gave information about each species. 

Josh Tindall, pastor of music ministries at 
Elizabethtown (Pa.) Church of the Brethren, and his wife, 
Elizabeth, gave an evening piano and organ concert. The 
Church of the Brethren couple perform throughout the 
country as soloists, duo pianists, accompanists, and as 
members of "The Headliners." 

But these post-SO Brethren did more than just sit and 
listen to speakers and sing hymns. A group of close to 
100 NOACers walked or ran a 2.5 mile path around Lake 
Junaluska on Thursday morning before breakfast. The $10 
registration fee and additional gifts benefited the Youth 
Peace Travel Team of the Church of the Brethren. 

Busloads of conferees visited a variety of sites during 
afternoon field trips including the Biltmore Estate, George 
Vanderbilt's 250-room French chateau; the Balsam Mountain 
Nature Center; and the Cherokee Oconaluftee Indian Village. 

It was a week of reuniting with friends, worshipping, 
and being reminded of what it means to be Brethren and 
Christian in today's world. But it also was a week of gentle 
prodding and challenge to those who still have a lot of 
spring in their step. That challenge may have been best 
summarized by Borgmann, speaking to NOACers as they 
prepared to leave the conference and return to their homes. 

"What are you eager to do?" he asked. "That's the 
question. In the name of God, what are you eager to do? 
You have to be eager and encouraging because youth 
need mentors, and churches need prophets, and the 
world needs you. You don't need refreshment, you are the 
refreshment." li! 

Frank Ramirez is pastor of Everett (Pa.) Church of the Brethren. Eddie 

Edmonds pastors Moler Avenue Church of the Brethren in Martinsburg, W. 

Va . Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford is director of News Services for the Church of 

the Brethren. 

NOAC BY 
THE NUMBERS 
Registration: 799 people 

Church World Service kits collected for 

disaster relief: 444 School Kits, 217 Hygiene Kits 

Offering total: $19,574.25 

Trekkin' for Peace, a walk/run around Lake 

Junaluska to benefit the Youth Peace Travel Team: 

93 walkers and runners, $1,670 raised 

Golf Outing, resul ts provided by host agency 

Bethany Theological Seminary: 

62 score by 1st place team of Grant S immons, Philip 

Wine, Paul Wampler, David Rogers, and 2nd place 

team by t ie that included Byron Grossnickle, Ginny 

Grossn ickle, Leon Renner, Ed Martin; 64 score 

by 3rd place team of Woody Ziegler, Bob Hanes, 

Howard Brounce, John Wenger 

Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford 
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When scorpions sting and 
prayers go unanswered 

M y stomach dropped as I answered the 
phone. A beautiful 10- week-old boy- the 
grandson of faithful members of our church-was 

headed to St. Louis Children's HospitaL Yellow from head to 
toe, the infant was in severe liver failure_ Something seemed 
seriously wrong_ 

Later that day, I joined hands with his grandparents in 
their living room, and began a two-year odyssey of raising our 
prayers to God on behalf of that child. 

Doctors discovered that their grandson was suffering from 
a rare, life-threatening immune deficiency disorder. Over the 
next two years, the boy would undergo three bone marrow 
transplants and countless hospitalizations. The nightmare 
worsened as his parents learned that their older son also car
ried the genes for this awful disease. At 3 years old, he wasn't 
sick, but doctors said it would just be a matter of time. Now 
both boys were on our prayer lists, along with the prayer lists 
of many congregations and individuals around the nation. 

Despite our prayers, things did not improve. In September, 
2009, the younger boy died. That tragedy was compounded 
when, eight months later, his brother also died. 

Like many who have stood by the bedsides of dying chil-
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by Chris Keating 

dren, the family of these boys pleaded with God to intervene, 
opening their anguished hearts in prayer, turning to the words 
of the one who said, "Ask, and it will be given to you." As a 
congregation, we knocked, we cried, we asked-yet the doors 
did not seem to budge. 

Many began to wonder whether God had heard their prayers. 
The boy's parents and grandparents, all of their friends, 

and hundreds of strangers had been bold in their prayers, 
knocking persistently on heaven's doors. Yet all the prayers on 
their behalf did not lead to a physical healing. The boys could 
not beat this disease. To paraphrase Luke 11:12, God's children 
had indeed asked for an egg, but the deaths of these beautiful 
children seemed more like the sting of a scorpion. 

"If the child asks for an egg, will you give that one a scorpi
on?" asks Jesus in Luke 11:12-13. "How much more will the 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?" 

Would it have been too much to ask that the scorpion of ill
ness not sting those youngsters, and many more like them? Is 
Jesus' assurance that "everyone who asks receives" a promise 
without substance? 

Those are questions that tear at the fabric of our faith. 
Prayer expresses our longing for God, and deepens our 



union with God. In prayer, we encounter God, and listen for 
God to speak to us. Prayer is an essential part of the Christian 
faith, but prayer also vexes us. Unanswered prayers can be 
particularly troubling, however. The children who die from 
cancer, the marriage that fails, the problems that won't go 
away, the rumblings of war-these are the unanswered prayers 
that sting. Jesus assures the disciples in Luke 11:1-13 that God 
will respond to their prayers, but sometimes it seems those 
answers arrive indecipherably encrypted. 

In Luke's account, the disciples are intrigued by Jesus' 
example of prayer. They seek instruction and direction for 
their own prayers. The disciples have kept their eyes on Jesus, 
and now seem eager to learn how to pray. 

In response, Jesus offers the prayer we call the Lord's 
Prayer. This prayer, so beloved within the Christian communi
ty, invites us into deeper relationship with God. Its simplicity 
beckons us to consider life in the realm of God as persons who 
have been fed, forgiven, and protected. 

It offers a liturgy for daily use, emphasizing the need for 
regular worship throughout the week. Moreover, the Lord's 
Prayer is a corporate prayer. Even when said privately, these 
words join our hearts with disciples everywhere. Jesus is 
clear: disciples are to pray honestly, candidly, and confidently. 
Prayer is a bold act of persistent faith. 

I think the ability to keep praying is at the root of Jesus' 
instructions on prayer, and is perhaps the best answer God 
can provide us. Those enrolled in Jesus' academy of prayer 
first learn what it means to be bold in their approach, and to 
persevere in asking God, no matter how slow the response. 
Jesus isn't offering quick answers, but instead leads us to align 
our lives with the movement of God in the world. 

Luke switches direction at the beginning of chapter 11, 
moving away from exploring what it means to love God and 
the neighbor into this lesson about prayer. The prayer is clear
ly intended for communal use, and begins by establishing inti
macy between God as "Father" ("Abba," or "Daddy") and the 
disciples. Verse three notably asserts three petitions for daily 
needs, including bread, forgiveness, and deliverance. The 
believer is called to faithfulness in asking, and boldness in 
expecting that God will provide what is needed for that day. 

Too often, however, we have domesticated this prayer, 
blunting its edges so that it is as soft as an offering plate's vel-

vet lining. We ignore the rubric often used to introduce the 
Lord's Prayer during worship: "And, as our Savior has taught 
us, we are bold to pray ... :' 

Notice the parables which follow the petitions, and how 
they reinforce Jesus' intent. Both the parable in verses five 
through eight, and the direct instruction in verses nine and 
following instruct the disciples to be forthright in their 
requests to God. The parable is built around the assurance 
that just as no one in Jesus' time could ignore a late-night plea 
for bread, so God will not ignore our persistent requests. 

Jesus uses the rather ridiculous image of a nagging neigh
bor incessantly ringing another neighbor's doorbell at mid
night. Yet this is more than an amusing game of ding-dong 
ditch; there is serious embarrassment on the part of the 
neighbor who has no bread to give his late arriving guest. This 
shameless neighbor, unprepared for his guest's arrival, is will
ing to disturb the neighborhood peace in pursuit of a few of 
loaves of bread. While this may cause a rift in their friendship, 
the other neighbor complies with the request out of a desire 
to protect his honor-and a desire to get back to bed. 

If even a sleepy neighbor can be aroused by persistent 
banging on the door, how much more will God give what is 
needed? 

What is assumed throughout is that God will indeed 
answer our prayers, and that disciples ought to be boldly per
sistent in their requests. Note that God is not an ATM, auto
matically granting exactly what has been requested. Nor is 
there any indication that God is a wish-granter, waving a 
magic wand to erase suffering or any other condition of our 
humanity. Scripture attests to the miraculous intervention of 
God, to be sure; but the pattern of prayer Jesus commends 
only includes the expectation that God will provide answers
not how they will be answered. 

At the worst moments of those young boys' lives, I noticed 
that their parents and grandparents kept praying. They kept 
praying when there were no words, when their hearts were 
broken and grieving. They persisted in their boldness, even 
when they were stung by the scorpion. n! 

Chris Keat ing is pastor of Woodlawn Chapel Presbyterian Church in W ildwood, Mo. 

Serving as M ESSENGER 's Bible study writer during 2013, Keating is connected to the 

Church of the Brethren through the University of La Verne and an internship with 

MESSENGER in the 1980s. 
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Nigerian Brethren die in more attacks 
on communities and churches 
Leaders of Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EYN- the Church of the Brethren in 
Nigeria) have reported recent violent attacks that have taken lives of church members 
and destroyed many homes and some churches in northeastern Nigeria. The Global 
Mission and Service office requests prayer for people who have lost loved ones, those 
who have lost their homes and churches, and for EYN and its leaders. 

Jay Wittmeyer, executive director of Global Mission and Service, is sending a 
grant of $10,000 to the EYN fund that aids church members affected by the ongoing 
violence, and is requesting donations to the EYN Compassion Fund at 
www.brethren.org/EYNcompassion. "Remember the need in Nigeria:' he said. 

Attacks on Nigerian Brethren have occurred during a violent struggle between the 
extremist Islamist sect Boko Haram- which began terrorist operations in northern 
Nigeria around 2009-and a crackdown by the Nigerian government and army, 
which also has been accused of civil rights abuses. For years prior to Boko Haram, 
northern Nigeria had episodes of civil conflict and rioting that destroyed mosques 
and churches and killed many including pastors in several major cities. 

Seven people were killed and 75 houses were burned on Sept. 27 in an attack on 
Gavva West, a community near the border with Cameroon. EYN reported this was the 

JayWittmeyec tenth attack on Gavva West. Wittmeyer noted that 
this also is the home area of EYN's past president 
Filibus Gwama. 

The detailed report from EYN was based on the 
reports of five people who fled. Included in the 
list of the dead were two children age 6 and 8 who 
died in one of the houses that were burned, and 
one baby who died "on the run." 

The owners of the burned houses were all 
named in the EYN report, as were all the adults 
who were killed. In addition, a shop was looted, 
a car and several motorcycles were burned, and 
other motorcycles were stolen by the attackers. 

The EYN report said most people "fled to nearby 
villages and unknown hideouts. One of the refugees 
told us they are in desperate need of food." 

The report listed another attack in Barawa, 
in the eastern part of Gwoza, Borno State. One 
church member was killed, two EYN churches 
and a preaching point were burned, and 19 houses 

were burned, including a pastor's. The attack also affected other churches. In total, 
the report said, "about 8,000 people fled Barawa area where 9 churches [and] 400 
houses burnt." 

► LEARN MORE 
• For more about the church's ministry in Nigeria go to 

www.brethren.org/partners/nigeria 

• For an overview of the effects of terrorist violence on EYN as of February 2013, go to 

www.brethren.org/news/2013/trying-moment-in-nigeria.html 

• To contribute to the EYN Compassion Fund go to 

www.brethren.org/EYNcompassion 
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"Our hearts 
and souls 
should be 

shaken by the 
brutality and 
horror of war, 
and our prayer 

and fasting 
unceasing for 
an end to the 

violence. I 
have no doubt 
but that our 
recent call 
for peace 

must now be 
followed by 

insistence for 
our nation's 
leadership 
to continue 

dialogue and 
peacemaking 

with other 
nations." 
Stan Noffsinger, 

general secretary of the 

Church of the Brethren 



Brethren leader takes part in international 
church meeting on moving Syria to peace 
Stan Noffsinger, general secretary of the 
Church of the Brethren, was one of a 
handful of American church leaders to 
be invited to an international meeting 
of Christians on Sept. 18 at the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) headquarters 
in Geneva, Switzerland. 

The group that included Syrian, 
Russian, US, and European church leaders 
also met with Kofi Annan, former United 
Nations secretary-general, and Lakhdar 
Brahimi, Joint Representative for Syria, to 
discuss the role of the church moving all 
parties in Syria toward a peace agreement. 

Annan and Brahimi joined the group of 
Christian leaders at the WCC Ecumenical 
Institute Center to discuss the role of 
the church in moving all parties in Syria 
toward a peace agreement. In his remarks 
Annan said the gathering was timely and 
important and that the churches must give 
the message "Go beyond 'not go to war' 
but build peace." Brahimi told the group 
that in addition to prayers and support for 
the Syrian people and those negotiating 
peace, they need the advice of the church. 

Following the meeting, Noffsinger 
shared some of what he learned from 
Syrian church leaders about the 
terrible effects of the conflict for the 
Syrian people. "The conditions oflife 
for the people of Syria are deplorable 
and terrifying," Noffsinger said. "One 
colleague spoke of mortars shelling their 
neighborhood for hours on end, and as a 
church leader his phone rings all day and 
night to accompany members of his parish 
through their traumas of war. 

"Our hearts and souls should be shaken 
by the brutality and horror of war, and our 
prayer and fasting unceasing for an end to 
the violence. I have no doubt but that our 
recent call for peace must now be followed 
by insistence for our nation's leadership to 
continue dialogue and peacemaking with 
other nations." 

Noffsinger also commented on the need 

Stan Noffsinger, general secretary of the Church of the Brethren, joined with church leaders 
around the world to discuss working toward peace in Syria. 

for American Christians to work together 
with Syrian Christians. "Together with the 
people of Syria, we may discover a solution 
for a lasting and sustainable peace," he said. 

He asserted that "the work of peace
making has begun." Quoting from the bib
lical book of Isaiah, chapter 2 verse 4, he 
wrote: "May it one day be said that at this 
time in history we 'beat [our] swords into 
plowshares, and [our] spears into pruning 
hooks; that nation shall not lift up swords 
against nation, neither shall [we] learn war 
anymore."' 

At the end of the meeting the group 
agreed to a communique that said there can 
be no military solution to the crisis in Syria, 
and that it was time for the international 
community to take responsibility to end the 
violence and begin a process toward peace. 
PeterWil liams/WCC 

"Now is the time to raise one voice for 
peace and work for a negotiated solution 
among all parties to the conflict," the 
communique said. "Churches must 
continue to raise their voice in their 
congregations and with their governments. 
We must strengthen the public outcry 
so that those in power will protect the 
common interest of humanity." 

Find out more about the World 
Council of Churches, where the Church 
of the Brethren is a founding member 
denomination, at www.oikoumene.org. 
A New York Times/Reuters article about 
the Syria consultation hosted by the WCC 
was published Sept. 19 and is online at 
www.nytimes.com/reuters/2013/09 / 19 / 
world/ middleeast/ 19reuters-syria
churches.html? _r= l&. 

wee general secretary 
Olav Fykse Tveit (left} 
speaks with former 
secretary-general of the 
UN Kofi Annan. 
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• upcoming 

events 
Oct. 30-Nov. 3 
World Council of 
Churches Assembly, 
Busan, South Korea 

Nov. 1-2 Children's 
Disaster Services 
Workshop, Cordele, 
Ga. 

Nov. 1-2 minois 
and Wisconsin 
District Conference, 
Mt. Morris (Ill.) Church 
of the Brethren 

Nov.1-2 
Shenandoah 
District Conference, 
Bridgewater (Va.) 
Church of the Brethren 

Nov. 3 National 
Junior High Sunday 

Nov. 8-10 Pacific 
Southwest District 
Conference, 
Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Nov. 8-9 Virlina 
District Conference, 
Roanoke, Va. 

Nov.15-16 
Children's Disaster 
Services Workshop, 

/ Groton, Conn. 

Nov. 21-22 Church 
of the Brethren 
offices are closed for 

Thanksgiving 
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World Christians express concern about Pakistan church bombing 
The death toll has risen sharply since initial reports of the Sept. 22 bombing at All Saints Church in 
Peshawar, Pakistan, according to Episcopal News Service. It currently stands at 127 dead, with 170 
injured, reported Bishop Humphrey Sarfaraz Peters of the Diocese of Peshawar. "It has been just 
devastating," he said. "Quite a few children are paralyzed, and others are orphaned. This is a terrible 
time for the Christian community." The ENS release said government officials including the governor 
of Khyber Pakhtunkwa, the chief minister of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and federal ministers have visited 
to express concern and condolence. 

On Sept. 29, the church was rocked again by a car bomb in a 
nearby bazaar that was detonated while the congregation was in 
worship, one week after the Sept. 22 bomb. The bomb killed 40 
people and was reported to have exploded about 300 yards from 
All Saints Church near a mosque and a police station. 

"It saddens us that acts of violence are perpetrated against any 
people, and especially where we have a relationship," said Church 
of the Brethren general secretary Stan Noffsinger. Peshawar 
bishop emeritus Mano Rumalshah was one of the speakers at 
Mission Alive 2008 in Bridgewater, Va. The attack took place on 
his former parish at the All Saints Church. It came as some 600 
worshipers left the church following Sunday worship to receive 
free food being distributed on the lawn outside. 

Also sharing solidarity and concern was the Church of North 
India (CNI), which in a letter from general secretary Alwan 

Janis Pyle 

Stan Noffsinger (left) greeting 
Peshawar bishop emeritus Mano 
Ruma/shah in 2008. 

Masih expressed "deep shock and concern at the terrible and inhumane act of bombing of innocent 
worshipers .. . . Church of North India deeply expresses its solidarity and concern with the victims 
and members of the bereaved families. We uphold the affected families in our prayers so that the Lord 
strengthen their faith as they journey through the time of umpteen trials and tribulations. We assure 
our continued prayers and support to all the Christian community of Pakistan." 

The World Council of Churches characterized the bombing as the "single worst loss of life 
among Christians in Pakistan" in a letter from general secretary Olav Fykse 1\reit, who said it was a 
"deliberate targeting of a vulnerable Christian community." He called for an end to wanton violence 
and asked the government of Pakistan to protect all citizens from those bent on dividing the country 
and causing suffering. 

Clergy Women's Retreat is 
planned for January in California 
"Hand in Hand, Heart to Heart: On the Journey 
Together" is the theme for the Clergy Women's 
Retreat early next year. The event is to be held 
Jan. 13-16, 2014, at the Serra Retreat Center in 
Malibu, Calif., sponsored by the Church of the 
Brethren Office of Ministry. 

Leading the retreat will be Melissa Wiginton, 
vice president for Education Beyond the Walls 
at Austin Seminary. The scriptural focus is from 
Philippians 1:3-11 (CEB), "I keep you in my heart. 
You are all my partners in God's grace." 

The retreat is open to all credentialed female 
ministers in the Church of the Brethren. The 

goal of the event is to provide a time of rest, 
renewal, fellowship, and inspiration. Events will 
begin Monday, Jan. 13, at 5:30 p.m. with dinner, 
and end Thursday, Jan. 16 with lunch. There will 
be a daily worship service, along with sessions 
led by Wiginton, opportunities for personal time 
and recreation, story sharing, and entertainment. 

For more information and online registration 
go to www.brethren.org/ ministry. 

• Hand in Hand, 
Heart to Heart: 
011 the journey together. .. 



PERSONNEL CHANGES 
William A. (Bill) Waugh will 
begin as Southern Pennsylvania 
District executive minister on 
Jan. 1, 2014. He has 27 years 
of experience in pastoral 
ministry. His leadership 
experience includes terms 
on the Standing Committee 
of Annual Conference, and a 
term as moderator of Western 
Pennsylvania District where he 
has been an ex officio member 
of the district leadership team. 
Waugh also served on the pastor/ 
parish team, church life and 
growth team, and as a facilitator 
during the special response 
hearings. At the Susquehanna 
Valley Ministry Center related 
to Bethany Seminary and 
the Brethren Academy for 
Ministerial Leadership, he has 

been a board member since 2012 
and has been an instructor. 

In light of ongoing challenges 
of providing a competitive and 
cost-effective pension plan to 
members, Brethren Benefit 
Trust (BBT) has taken another 
step to streamline the Benefits 
Department, and has eliminated 
the position of manager of 
pension operations, which was 
held by John Carroll. During this 
reorganization, Tammy Chudy 
has begun the interim assignment 
of providing operational oversight 
for all of the employee benefits 
provided by BBT. Carroll began 
his employment with BBT on 
Jan. 25, 2010. He has served as 
manager of Pension Operations 
and has been key in assisting with 
compliance and customer 
service issues relative to the 
Pension Plan. 

Registration fees for Annual 
Conference include family discount 
Delegate and non-delegate fees will remain the 
same for the third consecutive year, but new this 
year is no registration fee for children and youth, 
high-school age and younger, to attend Annual 
Conference. Previously, free registration applied only 
to participants age 12 and younger. Separate fees for 
age group activities will still apply. 

Early delegate registration at the rate of $285 begins 
Jan. 2, 2014, and continues through Feb. 25, after 
which the delegate registration fee goes up to $310. 

Early registration for non-delegates begins Feb. 
26. Cost is $105 for adults who register for the full 
Conference, with a daily fee of $35 available, and 
discounts for young adults post high school through 
age 21 and active Brethren Volunteer Service 
workers. After June 3, non-delegate registration is 
only available onsite for an increased fee. 

Full details and the complete fee schedule is 
online at www.brethren.org/ac/fees.html. The 2014 
Annual Conference takes place in Columbus, Ohio, 
from July 2-6. 
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Media Review 
Linsanity 
2013's 'feel good' docu111entary 

I.;nsanitygot its start on February 4, 2012, 
when seldom-used pro basketball player Jeremy Lin 
took advantage of an unexpected opportunity to 

play, and ended up scoring 25 points along with five rebounds 
and seven assists for the New York Knicks against the New 
Jersey Nets. Having played a grand total of 55 minutes for the 
Knicks through their first 23 games of the season, Lin was on 
the verge of being waived by the team before they would be 

RICHARD PROPES 

stuck with his contract on February 10. 
By the end of the week that followed Lin's 
breakout performance, he was named 
Eastern Conference Player of the Week 
and had secured his contract. 

The son of Taiwanese immigrants, Lin 
was a stand-out basketball at Palo Alto 
High School in California, but his only 
Division 1 scholarship offer was from 
Harvard University. For Lin, the lack of 
scholarship offers was directly related to a 
still-existing stereotype against Asian and 

Asian-American athletes. Despite that rejection, Lin went on to 
excel once again, helping put the Harvard Crimson in the NCAA 
Tournament for the first time since 1946. 

Despite his success at Harvard, Lin again faced rejection 
when the NBA draft rolled around. Lin went undrafted despite 
a stand-out collegiate career that surpassed that of many ath
letes who were drafted. NBA commissioner David Stern won
dered aloud if Lin had fallen victim to discrimination. 

As an undrafted free agent, Lin signed with the Golden 
State Warriors, but soon was cut to create space for Deandre 
Jordan. He was quickly picked up by the Houston Rockets, but 
soon was dropped by them, too. The New York Knicks then 
picked him up, and coach Mike D'Antoni decided to give him a 
shot against the Boston Celtics. Sadly, Lin bombed. 

The very next night, however, a Carmelo Anthony injury 
opened the door to what appeared to be Lin's last shot at an 
NBA career. If you're even remotely a basketball fan, you know 
what happened next, as Lin exploded, and Linsanity was born. 

Linsanity, the movie, was picked up by Ketchup Entertainment 
for a limited nationwide release in October. While some may fault 
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director Evan Leong's near reverence for the Jeremy Lin story, It 

would be nearly impossible not to catch that enthusiasm for Lin 
after watching this film. Linsanity manages to both play up the 
Jeremy Lin hype while driving home the young man's work ethic, 
confident yet humble nature, and deeply rooted faith. 

Leong actually started filming Lin well before his breakout 
stardom. He doesn't shy away from dealing with the darker 
aspects of Lin's rise to fame-most notably, the intensity of the 
racism with which Lin was confronted. Even while attending 
the notoriously progressive Harvard, Lin was met with racial 
taunts from opposing "fans" and missed opportunities no 
doubt rooted in bias against his Asian-American roots. 

If you remember the weeks and months following Lin's break
out games, you will recall that the league and most basketball fans 
were completely surprised by his sudden rise to fame. Repeatedly 
asked his opinion of Lin, Lakers' star Kobe Bryant commented 
that he'd never heard of the rising star. After he'd led his New 
York Knicks in a defeat of Kobe's Lakers, Lin confesses that he 
was tempted to say in an interview "Who is Kobe Bryant?" 

But then, Lin says, he thought to himself "What would 
Jesus do?" and he realized ''Jesus probably wouldn't do 
that." Linsanity doesn't make Lin's Christian faith the center 
point of the film, but Lin is open about it. He credits his suc
cess in the NBA to being able to play without pressure because 
he's "surrendered that to God." He has contemplated becoming 
a pastor in the future, although after signing a three-year, $25 
million contract with the Houston Rockets this past year, he's 
not in any rush to see his basketball career end. 

Linsanity is easily one of 2013's most enjoyable and inspir
ing feature documentaries. For families with young athletes, 
the PG-rated film also serves as a delightful testimony to per
severance, family, and the value of a work ethic. People of faith 
will also appreciate Lin's non-preachy yet honest thoughts and 
feelings about his faith and its effect on his peaks and valleys 
along his road to fame. li! 

Richard Propes is a licensed min ister from Indianapolis. Ind., currently serving as inter

im pastor at Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren in Hagerstown, lnd.r w hile attending 

Bethany Theological Seminary. He is the publi sher of the 

f ilm website. ThelndependentCritic.com, and author of 

the recently released book The Hallelujah Life. 



Youth&YoungAdults 

Inviting the 5,000 
What if so many people registered for 

National Youth Conference (NYC) 
that Colorado State University 

ran out of room to house everyone? That's 
the challenge NYC coordinators Katie Cummings, Tim 
Heishman, and Sarah Neher are issuing to Brethren youth 
and to the denomination as a whole. 

Scheduled for July 19-24, 2014, at Colorado State 
University in Fort Collins, Colo., NYC is a week-long faith
formation event for youth and their advisors that takes 
place every four years. All youth who have completed 
ninth grade through one year of college (at the time of 
NYC) are eligible to attend. 

"I think it is important to think of NYC not just as a 
ministry for youth but for the whole denomination," said 
coordinator Sarah Neher. ''Youth have the incredible 
ability to go back to congregations and infuse them with 
energy after NYC." 

Typical attendance at NYC has been around 3,000 
in recent history, but Colorado State University is able 
to house up to 5,000 people. The NYC coordinators are 
challenging the denomination to fill up all 5,000 beds. 

"It may sound like a challenge, but if every participant 
just brought a friend along, it would happen! Or if 
everyone who reads this article tried to get one youth to 
attend NYC, it would happen!" they wrote for Newsline. 

"There is a great story in the Gospels about Jesus 
feeding 5,000 people. Jesus said to his disciples, 'You give 
them something to eat.' And the disciples responded, 'We 
only have five loaves and two fish.' But where the disciples 
saw an obstacle, Jesus saw an opportunity. 

"Particularly at this significant moment in the life 
and history of the Church of the Brethren, we need every 
youth to be at NYC 2014. Now is the time to bring the next 
generation together, to hear Christ's call, and be blessed 
for the journey together." 

NYC coordinators see an opportunity to create a 
"delightful problem" for the Church of the Brethren: so 
many youth signing up for the conference that staff will 
"have to scramble to figure out where to house everyone. 
Wouldn't that be incredible?" 

"I'll sleep in a tent at NYC if we exceed capacity at 
CSU!" said coordinator Katie Cummings. "It's so impor
tant for our diverse Church of the Brethren body to be 
present at this special event in our denomination." 

"Many congregations are looking for ways to reach 
out and be missional," added coordinator Tim Heishman. 
"Finding one youth to send to NYC is a tangible way to do 
just that. NYC is life-changing for both youth and their 
congregations. And everyone is connected to at least one 
cousin, grandchild, friend, or neighbor who would benefit 
from NYC. Who can you send?" 

The coordinators are encouraging church members to 
help support the ministry of NYC by joining the challenge: 
"Find one youth to send to NYC 2014!" 

For more information about National Youth 
Conference, visit www.brethren.org/NYC. 



LivingSimply 

Grateful for the basics 
I remember the first time I worked all day 

in a hot kitchen over a meal. I was 14 years 
old, and was determined to do the whole thing·from 

scratch: roasted chicken, cornbread, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, and to top it all off, a beautiful apple pie. It 
took all day, but it turned out delicious. 

I imagined that my mom and dad and younger brother 
and sister would be impressed with my effort. They would 
eat slowly, savor every bite, shower me with thanks, and 
we'd have lots of grown-up conversation. To my disap
pointment, although the meal was met with rave reviews, it 

MANDY GARCIA 

was consumed in about a tenth of the 
time it took to prepare, and my 
9-year-old sister was far more inter
ested in returning to the game we had 
interrupted than sticking around for 
conversation. 

This summer, my siblings and I and 
our spouses gathered at my parents' 
house in Kentucky for just the oppo
site experience. We shared several 
meals around their big dining room 
table, eating broccoli salad and water-
melon and drinking lots of coffee. 

After one such meal, my mom and I were doing dishes 
when I asked her what she thought about thankfulness. 
"Every day we do things for people we love, and speaking, 
as a mom, the basics often go unnoticed;' she said. "But it's 
so nice to be thanked, so I've been trying to be extra thank
ful for the everyday things that God does for me." She told 
me how she has been practicing being grateful before she 
opens her eyes in the morning, thanking God for things 
that are easy to forget to appreciate: limbs that work, the 
ability to see and breathe and taste, the rising sun, a cool 
breeze, the way moonlight reflects on lake water, being 
loved, and the ability to share love with others. 

I was surprised. I had expected her to gush about how 
thankful she was to have all her kids in one place at this 
special time. Instead, here she was being grateful for the 
basics. I couldn't help but think back to the meal I made in 
high school, and how I had it all backwards. I had expected 
accolades from my family, and was a little disappointed that 
they weren't thankful enough. Yet my mother had been 
making peanut butter sandwiches and weeknight casse
roles for 25 years without much appreciation from her fam
ily, and she felt that she hadn't been thankful enough! 

My mother says that, when it comes to living simply, all 
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you really need to be happy is to be content with what you 
have. And all you need to be content is to be thankful. 
During this season of thanksgiving, my goal is to heed that 
advice and not reserve thanks for just the special things, or 
for only one day, but to regularly express gratitude to God 
for everyday blessings that I'd be lost without-including a 
dedicated, thoughtful mother. li! 

Mandy Garcia is associate director of donor communicat ions for the Church 
of the Brethren . She also produces eBrethren, stories of Brethren stewards, 
every other w eek for the Church of the Brethren. For information, contact 
mgarcia@brethren.org. 

For many of us, Thanksgiving Day revolves around one big 

meal. Quality family time is often spent in the kitchen prepar

ing for that meal, but I've found that, when hosting overnight 

guests for the holidays, sometimes it's nice to get other cook

ing out of the way to allow time to focus on each other. This 

oatmeal bake is one of my favorite recipes to make ahead 

and freeze, so on Thanksgiving morning (or the day after) all I 

have to do is throw it in the oven and breakfast is done. 

Baked Oatmeal 
• 3 cups quick-cooking oats 

• 3/4 cup packed brown sugar 

• 2 teaspoons baking powder 

• 1 teaspoon salt 

• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

• 2 eggs, lightly beaten 

• 1 cup milk 

• 1/2 cup butter, melted 

• 1 cup chopped peeled tart apple 

• 1 /3 cup chopped fresh or frozen peaches 

• 1/3 cup fresh or frozen (but not thawed) blueberries 

In a large bowl, combine oats, brown sugar, baking pow

der, salt, and cinnamon. Combine the eggs, milk, and butter; 

add to the dry ingredients. Stir in the apple, peaches, and 

blueberries. 

Pour into an eight-inch square baking dish coated with 

cooking spray. Bake uncovered at 350° for 35-40 minutes or 

until a knife inserted near the center comes out clean. Or 

cover and freeze until needed. 



We are not drifting 

In October 1994, the Church of the 
Brethren General Board accepted the work 
of a consulting firm and affirmed the fol
lowing statements: "Another way of living. 
Continuing the work of Jesus. Peacefully. 
Simply. Together." The words have been 
used in our worship services and printed 
in our bulletins. They have come to identi
fy us. They have become our mission state
ment. The words are clear and concise. 

In response to Ron Keener's article in 
the October MESSENGER, "Are Brethren on 
a course to 'mission drift'?" no, we are not 
drifting. Our purpose and our work are 
evident for all the world to see. We are dis
ciples of Christ. His work is our work, and 
we give praise to God for it every Sunday, 
and every week. 

Robert McFadden 
Bridgewater, Va. 

A spark that ignites dialogue 

In response to the October MESSENGER 
article "Are Brethren on a course to 'mission 
drift'?" by Ronald E. Keener, I have a ques
tion. Are diminished numbers a true sign 
that a church is adrift? Maybe a church is 
on course when the adoring crowds disap
pear. Perhaps, in God's eyes, a remnant is 
more important than a multitude. 

To continue the work of Jesus peacefully, 
simply, together for the Brethren may mean 
that we become more involved in taking up 
our cross and following Jesus than in restor
ing exclusive and stereotypical titles to 
denominational agencies. Mission and 
Ministry Board sounds more service focused 
and inclusive than General Brotherhood 
Board. Could it be that in the Church of the 
Brethren we have allowed the church to drift 
from its mission because we have not had the 
courage or faith to follow a justice-seeking, 
inclusive Jesus and all the unfolding changes 
that that might entail? 

When Brother Keener lauds his pastor 
for keeping the Micah 6:8 passage before 
his congregation, he provides us with an 
excellent example of how to avoid mission 
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- Letters 
drift. He and the many writers he 
quotes, however, seem to be more con
cerned about what they call "historical 
drift"-a drift from our biblical and faith 
heritage. For me, it is a legitimate con
cern. Both progressives and conserva
tives will do well to value the sacred 
scriptures and keep close to their roots. 
As Brethren, we have a wide spectrum 
of understanding of what it means to be 
a people of the Book, grounded in the 
faith. It is important we be in conversa
tion on these matters. Perhaps Brother 
Keener's article will be a spark that 
ignites the dialogue. 

Bill Kidwell 
Greenville, Ohio 

Instructions for a vibrant church 

The October 2013 MESSENGER includes 
a rather strange article: "Are Brethren on 
a course to 'mission drift'?" by Ronald E. 
Keener. I say strange because its sweeping 
generalizations and simplifications 

project doom and gloom, but the article 
ends with Keener claiming to have 
"high hopes." The article suggests that 
all Christian organizations should be 
scrapped every 100 years, while at the 
same time it argues that we Brethren 
should return to our original moorings. 
Keener im,plies that re-inserting the 
words "brotherhood;' "gospel;' and 
"Bible" into the names of Brethren 
institutions would revive us again. 

While asserting that "cultural shifts 
beg for new responses" it, on the other 
hand, assures us that a weakening, 
drifting, Christian movement results from 
compromises with biblical authority, 
theological and church doctrines, and 
discipline. It seems to suggest that if the 
Brethren would hold the line, the church 
would stop its drift, although it does not 
identify where or what the line is. Could 
that line be the Annual Conference 
statements ofl875 or 1912? Perhaps the 
discipline line is with the garb my parents 
wore, or the biblical authority of my 
father's red-letter King James Bible. 

Give the Brethren Press seasonal devotional series 
to family and friends. Start subscriptions today 
by calling 800-441-3712. 

' 1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120 
(,,, -=- phone 800-441-3712 fax 800-667-8188 

Brethren Press· www.brethrenpress.com 
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The discussion of mission confused 
me. Keener writes that no church has 
a mission "other than to spread the 
gospel and reach others for Christ," but 
then suggests that Micah 6:8 is the ideal 
mission statement: "He has showed you, 
0 man, what is good; and what does the 
Lord require of you but to do justice, and 
to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your God?" Keener is dismissive of 
"continuing the work of Jesus, peacefully, 
simply, together," but for me that 
Brethren theme rings true with Micah 
and is relevant in the violent, greed
driven, divided society in which we live. 

Keener suggests that there are a 
"couple of denominations" that are 
growing "because they don't attempt to 
mirror the culture around them." Those 
denominations are not identified, but my 
casual observation is that they are the 
big-box, non-denominational churches 
that have shown growth largely because 
they have made broad compromises with 
contemporary culture. 

One paragraph states that the 
"Brethren have been tempted to embrace 
the homosexual lifestyle [and] ... same
sex trends" and that, together with weak 
leaders, are moving us in a "disastrous 
direction." Keener argues that the 
Brethren Revival Fellowship is working 
to check that temptation, but the 
implication that BRF congregations are 
growing while those which are open and 
affirming are not would be interesting to 
explore further. 

I urge readers to go to www.brethren.org 
and click on "Beliefs," under the "About 
Us" heading at the top of the page. The 
wise and insightful statement you will 
find there expresses well who we are 
as Brethren. We might also re0read the 
vision statement adopted by the 2012 
Annual Conference: "Through scripture 
Jesus calls us to live as courageous 
disciples by word and action, to surrender 
ourselves to God, to embrace one another, 
to express God's love for all creation." A 
study guide and resource materials are 
available on the website. 

Drifting? Perhaps. But it seems to 



me we have instead clear instructions for a 
vibrant 21st century church. 

David Waas 
North Manchester, Ind. 

We must protect the earth 

I'm somewhat surprised at the lack of infor
mation that some Brethren- like Carl Myers 
(Letters, June 2013 MESSENGER)-have when 
it comes to "fracking." So often our thinking 
seems to focus on money, with little thought 
given to the earth God has entrusted to us. 

My thanks to Dave Fouts (Letters, July/ Au
gust MESSENGER) and David Radcliff ("What 
goes around . . . " November 2012 MESSENGER) 
for "telling it like it is." I recently received 
information from Food and Water Watch that 
talks about the "mad rush to drill." We hear 
a lot of that here in Pennsylvania from the 
Marcellus Shale Coalition. This developer 
is pushing hard to sell what it calls a "super 
giant gas field." It's made to sound like a 
modern-day gold rush. Of course, money-big 
money-is the goal. Granted, it brings jobs and 
the security many desire. But at what cost? 

Explosives used in fracking operations
which shatter the rock in which the gas is 
contained-can leak into wells and household 
drinking water and make you sick or even kill 
you. Independent analysts have identified 41 
known chemicals in fracking fluid. No one 
is safe when it comes to this very dangerous 
drilling practice. 

I believe we are here on this earth to care 
for one another. That also means we take 
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Letters 
seriously our responsibility to care for 
this earth God has given to us so that 
future generations can appreciate its 
beauty and continue the caring. Who 
better to set an example than we Breth
ren? I believe Christ expects us to be 
protectors-advocates, if you will-for 
this precious planet Earth. 

Penny Burket Henry 
Bedford, Pa . 

At the Brethren Mutual Aid Inc., we strive to 
practice a strong relational style of service 

based on the teachings of the Church. As part of that 
Christian commitment, we created The Brethren 
Mutual Aid Share Fund. We want to spread the word 
about how together, with our insured congregations, 
we can use th is resource to help people in need. 

The Share Fund is a non-profit corporation 
established by the Brethren Mutual Aid Inc. to 
provide financial assistance to Brethren-related 
congregations in their caring and sharing ministries. 
It is funded by contributions from the Brethren 
Mutual Aid Agency and other individuals and 
organizations. 

Since the Share Fund's inception, it has provided 
over one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in 
matching funds to assist individuals and families in 
crisis. Together we can offer help and hope to those 
in need. 
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Don't forget EVN 

The "Brethren family tree" outlined in 
the article "All together" in the 
September MESSENGER, while helpful, 
is somewhat incomplete. Under the 
"Church of the Brethren" heading on 
page 16, while six countries are listed in 
which Brethren have been involved, 
there is no recognition ofEkklesiyar 

BretM}en 
MUTUAL A ID AGENCY 

For more information on the Brethren 

Mutual Aid Share Fund Inc. contact us at : 

800-255-1243 
3094 Jeep Road, Abilene KS 67410-6064 
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Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EYN), the Church 
of the Brethren in Nigeria. Although it 
is mentioned in the article proper, I feel 
it is a glaring omission to not have it 
specifically mentioned in this location. 

Established in June 1955 with about 
5,000 members, EYN now has nearly 
half a million members and continues 
to grow, making it the largest Church of 
the Brethren in the world. [According to 
brethren.org, EYN official membership is 
closer to 180,000. -Ed.] A number of 
Nigerians, proud to be Brethren, attend 
Annual Conference each year. And sev
eral were in attendance at the Brethren 
Assembly, which this article describes. 

■ CLASSIFIEDS 

Charles Bieber 
Lancaster, Pa. 

Shine: Living in God's Light, a new Sunday school 
curriculum produced by MennoMedia and Brethren 
Press, is accepting applications for writers. Details are 
available at www.ShineCurricu lum.com. Application 
deadline is December 31, 2013. 

The Palmyra, PA Church of the Brethren 
commissioned an anthem to honor the retirement 
of Senior Pastor Wallace (Wally) Landes. The anthem, 
"We Believe", was composed by well-known composers 
Don Besig and Nancy Price. With a meaningful Brethren 
text and flowing melodic line, the anthem can be ordered 
from your local music store or on-line at www.halleonard. 
com. For the search, type in 35028039. 

COMING to the West coast of Florida this 
winter? Need a church to worship in? We have a place 
for you! Good Shepherd Church of the Brethren is located 
at 6323 13th Street Court East Bradenton, Florida. Ser
vice times are: Sunday School 9:15 AM, Worship 10:30 
AM, and Wednesday 6:30 PM. We are 50 miles SOUTH 
of Tampa. For more information or directions, please call 
(941)-758-0988 (Church) or Pastor Ken ~avis (941)-713-
0691 (cell). We look forward to seeing you HERE! 

Join Mark and Mary Jo Flory Steury on a 
wonderful European tour to Schwarzenau, 
Marburg, Amsterdam and Parisi July 27-August 6, 
20141 Visit the town of Schwarzenau where the Church 
of the Brethren began over 300 years ago. Visit sites in 
Amsterdam, such as the Van Gogh Museum and the 
Anne Frank house. In Paris we will visit many wonderful 
sites such as Versailles, the Louvre and Notre Dame. 
Contact us at mflorysteu@aol.com or 432 S State St, 
Elgin IL 6012 for more details. 
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Melody Tyree Snake Spring Valley, Craighead, Carmen Moran, Lancaster, Pa. , June 16 Fort Wayne, Ind.), Sept. 

Bear Creek, Accident, Md .: Everett, Pa.: Joyce Tenley 89, Callaway, Va., f uly 22 Silfies, Darlene E., 61 , 15 
Gene Housel, Rose Way of Hope Christian Crone, Glenn Elwood, 86, McVeytown, Pa., June 19 Primozich, Tracy A., S. Ohio 
Housel, John Miller, Diane Fellowship, Boswell, Pa.: Hagerstown, Md., Aug. 24 Stern, Betty Irene, 86, Dist. (Happy Corner, 
Miller, Paula Thomas, Tim Nicole Smith, Aimee Duncan, Rachel M., 94, Lacey, Wash., Sept. 2 Clayton, Ohio), Aug. 24 
Thomas Wyatt, Brandon Wyatt, Mount Morris, Ill. , Aug. Stowe, Mary, 82, Lombard, Whiteman, Nichole, Atl. 

Brooklyn, First, Brooklyn, Edie Hubbard, Owen 15 Ill., Sept. 15 N.E. Dist. (Lampeter, 
N.Y.: Zizhao (Carolline) Hofecker, lIJ, Andy Darr, Fisher, Elmer E. , 55 , 

Texiere, Evelyn F. Showalter, Pa.), Sept. 8 
Ding, Sara Martinez f esse Friedline, Christine Denver, Pa., Aug. 13 

81, Bridgewater, Va. , May Zintak, Kevin S., Atl. N.E. 
Cedar Creek, Citronelle, Wolk, Peggy Younkin, Fisher, Margaret Mary, 99, 

6 Dist. (Midway, Lebanon, Ala.: Garrett Henderson, Huntingdon, Pa. , Aug. 19 Marcus Gallic Ullery, Mark A., 66, Pa.), Sept. 15 Dylan Henderson Freed, Kathryn G., 77 , 
Eel River Community, Silver Wichita, Kan. , Aug. 17 

Brookville, Ohio, Aug. 4 

Lake, Incl.: Lauren Wedding Frick, Evelyn A. , 86, 
Wagner, f ohn Keeney, 92, 

Placements Fort Mill, S.C., Aug. 12 
Metzger, Sarah Metzger, Anniversaries Goshen, Incl., Aug. 20 

Webster, Blanche W., 95, 
Kayla Metzger, Kelsey Garman, Leroy James, 85, Cassel, Jere A., from interim 
Metzger Abernathy, Paul and Laura, Rathdrum, Idaho, Sept. 8 

Callaway, Va. , Dec. 20, 
to pastor, Conestoga, 

Eversole, New Lebanon, Lacey, Wash., 70 Ginder, Annie K., 94, 
2012 

Leola, Pa. , Sept. l 
Webster, Daniel S., 89, 

Ohio: Josh Wise, Lisa Gleason, Dan and f ean, Lancaster, Pa., Aug. 24 
Callaway, Va., July 31 

Keller, Jon, from youth pas-
Hawkins Bluffton, Ohio, 55 Harlacker, Suzanne C., 66, tor, Oakland, Bradford, 

Happy Corner, Clayton, Hager, Sam and Shirley, Dover, Pa ., March 29 
Workman, Mary Elizabeth 

Ohio, to pastor, Troy, 
Ohio: Lori Ann Study, Lima, Ohio, 55 Hays, Helen L., 81 , Spessard, 93, McPherson, 

Ohio, Sept. 16 
Michael Study, Moryah Hoch, Art and Karen, Norborne, Mo., Sept. 3 Kan., Sept. 14 

Yeater, Norman D., 50, Schadek, Brandoi:i, pastor, 
Yount, Kyle Yount, McPherson, Kan. , 50 Helser, Gerald A. 88, 

Cornwall, Pa., Sept. 11 Blissville, Plymouth, Ind ., 
Virginia Henderson, Brian Hook, Ronald and Linda, Lancaster, Ohio, June l 
Rose, Helen Rose, Kristine Union Bridge, Md., 50 Helser, James F. , 51 , 

Aug. 26 

Sudduth, Andrew Hoover, Richard and Thornville, Ohio, Aug. 16 Licensings 
Schultz, Timothy f., pastor, 

Schweitzer, Lois King, Margaret, Hollidaysburg, Holshouser, Esther Monroeville, Pa. , Sept. 1 

Lauren Mellon, Kate Pa., 55 Leatherman, 73, Salem, Balmer, Bettina, S. Ohio Shaver, Paul S., youth pas-

Mellon, Grant Mellon, Kettering, Marlin and Va., Aug. 21 Dist. (Flat Creek/ Mud tor, Mount Vernon, 

Betty Jeter, Etoile Hodges, Marilyn, Lebanon, Pa. , 55 Horst, Clarence B., 78, Lick, Big Creek, Ky.) , Waynesboro, Va. , Sept. l 

Duane Knackstedt, Gina McCoy, Tom and Wilma, Ephrata, Pa., Sept. 4 Sept. 15 Whiteman, Nichole, pastor 

Gascho Somerset, Pa. , 60 Jasper, Robert Smith, 65, Bowling, Cleve, S. Ohio of outreach and evange-

Middlecreek, Rockwood, Trent, Bruce and Bessie, Franklin Grove, lll., Dist. (Flat Creek/ Mud !ism, Lampeter, Pa ., 

Pa.: Stella Campbell, Friedens, Pa., 65 July 26 Lick, Big Creek, Ky.) , March I 
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1111 Editorial 

Right in front of us 
This has happened to me more than once, I 

hate to admit. Maybe it's happened to you, 
too. I'm standing in, say, the vegetable aisle at my local 

market, trying to find a can oflow-sodium, whole-kernel corn. 
Minutes go by as I walk up and down the aisle, scanning the 
labels. I see plenty of creamed corn, extra sweet niblets, white 
corn, super-sweet yellow and white corn, and Southwestern
style corn. But I still can't see any low-sodium, whole-kernel 

RANDY MILLER 
MESSENGER EDITOR 

corn. In desperation I flag down a store 
worker, who immediately points to it. 
Right there. Directly in front of me. 

This is often the way we search for 
God. We spend lots of time looking 
and looking, pacing the aisle as it were, 
scrutinizing scripture, with furrowed 
brows, and still we come up empty, or 
at least somewhat off the mark. When 
all along God's been right there in 
front of us. A "can't see the forest for 
the trees" kind of thing. 

We may have endless volumes of 
scripture commentary and interpretations lining shelf upon shelf 
in our libraries and studies, offering direction on how best to see 
God. We may be able to recite entire chapters, memorized from 
our days in Sunday school-where we had perfect attendance-

we're at it, why not memorize the whole book?" 
Someone will undoubtedly get a blue ribbon in Columbus 

for rising to that challenge. 
But, to tweak a phrase, what would it profit a person to 

memorize a book of the Bible if they failed to grasp what it 
is saying? (Which I'm sure won't be the case for our ribbon
winner next summer.) 

The Pharisees knew the letter of the law very well, but 
often missed the point, according to Jesus. We often fail to see 
what is directly in front of us, what is all around us. We expect 
God to appear a certain way, and when our expectations are 
not met, we miss God altogether. 

God is in the faces of our brothers and sisters-be they 
from Virginia or California. God is in the harmony of our 
voices when we sing hymns. God is in the basin and towel, in 
random acts of kindness. God is in the laughter of children, 
and in the graceful turn of a swallow against a sunset. 

I love this quote from God. Well, actually, it's from George 
Burns, who played God in the movie, Oh God: "I want to say to 
everyone that everything around them that they see and smell 
and feel and hear, they should delight in all this, that what is 
here are some of my very best ideas. And I want everyone to 
try very hard to make sure it doesn't all go down the drain." 

God is not that hard to see, nor is God's message, as shared 
by Jesus, that hard to understand. Maybe we just need to have 

God is not that hard to see, nor is God's message, as 
shared by Jesus, that hard to understand. Maybe we just 
need to have a little faith and open our eyes. 

and still miss what Jesus was trying to get across. 
There's nothing wrong with studying scripture and even 

memorizing it. Our moderator for this year, Nancy Heishman, 
has encouraged Brethren to memorize the book of Philippians 
in preparation for next year's Annual Conference in Columbus, 
Ohio. She says, "I invite us to study the letter that the apostle 
Paul wrote to the Philippians .... The book of Philippians has 
just 104 verses and 2,243 words. I challenge everyone to read 
Philippians throughout this year, to preach on it, to study it 
together in small groups, to meditate on it daily, and yes, while 
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a little faith and open our eyes to God's presence all around us. 
God goes on: "I know how hard it is in these times to have 

faith. But maybe if you could have the faith to strtrt with, 
maybe the times would change. You could change them. 
Think about it. Try. And try not to hurt hurt each other. 
There's been enough of that. It really gets in the way. I'm a 
God of very few words-however hopeless, helpless, mixed up 
and scary it all gets, it can work. You find it hard to believe in 
me-maybe it would help you to know that I believe in you." 

That's a God worth searching for. ~ 
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Learn more about this special offering online: brethren.org/adventoffering 



Brethren Disaster Ministries Alternative Giving 

Give the love of Jesus 
this holiday season! 

For $10 you can give: 
■ A CDS training Manual 
■ A dozen reusable water bottles 
■ A hygiene kit 

For $50 you can give: 
■ A scholarship for a CDS 

volunteer workshop 
■ Three full nail pails 
■ Emergency food and water 

For $1000 you can give: 
■ A CDS volunteer workshop 
■ A carpentry kit 
■ Community water project 

Photos by ACT!CWS. Julie Heisey, HaHie Pilcher. Jan Stlirley. and Zach Wo!gemuth. 

For $25 you can give: 
■ Art supplies to a CDS site 
■ Feed a volunteer for a week 
■ A school kit and a hygiene kit 

for a child 

For $100 you can give: 
• Four CDS re-certifications 
• Safety equipment 
■ Household supplies 

3,500 you can give: 

For more information: 
Brethren Disaster Ministries 

601 Main St. P.O. Box 188 

New Windsor, MD 

Phone: 800-451-4407 

E-mail: BDM@brethren.org 




