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8 Transformation at both ends of the towel 
Servant leadership can bring changes to the server as well as the one 

being served-both at the individual and the congregational level. David 

Young, founder of the Springs of Living Water Initiative, shares stories 

of churches and individuals who have discovered new ways to bring 

growth and vitality to their ministries. 

12 :~;! ~~e~~~~~r~!e~~~\!~~ a~ri~~!s~~~~~t of fishing, he wasn't 

interested in listening to advice from one who had never cast a net. But 

when Jesus told him to go out into the water and try just one more 

time, Simon reluctantly did so. What happened changed him forever in 

ways he never imagined. 

14 ~:::~!eCv~~~~ep~1!!i~~~~d Israel in December, Pam Reist had some 

idea of what to expect. After all, the tensions in that part of the world 

are never far from the headlines. But coming face-to-face with people 

who live there opened her eyes in ways she never expected. The Church 

of the Brethren Mission and Ministry Board member and pastor at 

Elizabethtown (Pa.) Church of the Brethren shares the stories of three 

groups she encountered that changed her perspective. 

18 Learning to pray well with others 
It may be easier for pre-schoolers to learn how to play together than it is 

for us Christians to learn how to pray together, says Chris Keating. "As 

conflicts move from the playground into the sanctuary, attempts at mod

eling God's gracious ways with us often fall short." But there is hope, he 

says in this month's Bible study. 
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- FromthePublisher 

W e are pleased to announce the biggest technolog
ical advance in MESSENGER'S history since, well, the days 

when those first bearded editors began applying ink to paper. 
With this issue we are launching a digital edition of the magazine

available free to all subscribers of the print edition. (Don't worry: The print 

WENDY MCFADDEN 
PUBLISHER 

edition will still keep coming to your home. The 
digital edition is a bonus.) 

More than just text on a screen, the full-color digi
tal edition features searchability, easy navigation, and 
live links to websites referred to in articles and ads. 
There will also be occasional short videos or slide 
shows to enhance content, and the study guide is just 
one click away. 

How do you access your digital edition? If at some 
time you have provided an e-mail address that is 
linked to your MESSENGER account, you have already 
received an e-mail message explaining the process. If 
you did not receive an e-mail message, that means we 

do not have an up-to-date e-mail address for you. 
To add an e-mail address to your account and get immediate access to the 

digital edition, go to www.brethren.org/accessmessenger. You will need the 
subscriber number that is on your MESSENGER mailing label. Please fill out 
the online form and create a user name and password. 

Once you have provided an e-mail address and have a user name and 
password, you will be able to find the latest online edition of MESSENGER 
at www.brethren.org/digitalmessenger as long as you are a subscriber. 
Whenever a new digital issue is ready, we will send you an e-mail announce
ment that includes your log-in information. You will need to enter your 
password each time. 

One more note: MESSENGER exists only through the income derived 
through subscriptions and ad revenue, and it is increasingly difficult for any 
print publication to survive. We ask that you not allow non-subscribers to use 
your log-in information. It is fine for you to show someone your digital edi
tion and to demonstrate it at church, but please don't allow others free access 
to your digital copy as a way for them to avoid paying for a subscription. That 
sort of frugality could put us out of business in short order. 

We are grateful for your support as a subscriber. You help make it possible 
for the Church of the Brethren to have a denominational magazine, and this 
new digital edition is our gift to you. 

~~,1111~ 
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Blanketed ■ 1n prayer 

I t's not uncommon to see a stack of folded blankets on the pulpit of Arcadia (Ind.) 
Church of the Brethren most Sunday mornings. They're not there to warm the people in the pews, 

but rather to spread tangible examples of prayer and love to those in need-whether they are members of the 

Arcadia (Ind.) Church of the Brethren 
pastor Ben Poole says a blessing over 
prayer blankets about to be delivered to 
church members and others in the 
community who seek prayer and comfort. 

church or not. 
What began as a simple outreach four years ago has grown into 

something much larger. Blankets from the church have been delivered 
not just to people in the surrounding community, but throughout the 
United States. Wherever they're bound, each blanket has humble 
origins in the homes of members and friends who patiently quilt or 
knit them for distribution. They are not full-size blankets, but are big 
enough to fit comfortably over the lap of one in a wheelchair or around 
someone's shoulders. 

On Sundays when the blankets are stacked on the pulpit, pastor Ben 
Pool blesses them with a prayer for healing. 

"When we hear of someone who is sick, whether they attend our 
church or not, a prayer blanket is taken to them and spread over them, 
and another prayer is offered for healing," says Bev Poindexter, chair 
of the ministerial board for the church. "These prayer blankets have 
been requested and sent all over the United States to family members 
and friends of people who attend our church. Many people have been 
healed, even of cancer, 
and they believe it is the 
power of prayer that 
healed them. 

"There have been great stories about these prayer blankets 
that have come back to us in thank-you notes;' Poindexter adds. 
"In one, we learned about a man who was baptized with his 
prayer blanket around his shoulders. Another told of a man who 
had asked to be buried with his. We send out about 100 a year, 
and our average attendance on Sunday morning is about 125. So it 
really keeps our women busy!" 

by the numbers 

Number of miles Bob Gross, director of development for On Earth Peace, is walking 
March 21 to May 3, from North Manchester, Ind., to Elizabethtown, Pa., in support of 
the "3,000 Miles for Peace" fundraising campaign for the organization 
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Peacemaking seminar focuses on Africa 

Long Green Valley Church of the Brethren in 
Glen Arm, Md., will be holding a Lafiya: 

regions in Africa where women and children suffer the ~ost 
from conflict." 

Peacemaking seminar on April 27 featuring speakers knowl The seminar is open to both women and men, and 
edgeable about Nigeria, Rwanda, and 
the Congo. 

"For the past five years, Long Green 
Valley Church of the Brethren has held 
women's retreats each spring in their 
historic valley," reports Jean C. Sack, 
who is working on publicity for the 
seminar. "In 2013 our focus is African 
conflict. This year the Brethren, 
Mennonites, and Quakers in our area 
are joining others for a peacemaking 
seminar focusing on two troubled 

"mature young people" are encouraged 
to attend. Speakers are Nathan Hosler, 
director of the Peace Witness Ministry of 
the Church of the Brethren and a former 
peace worker with Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a 
Nigeria (EYN- the Church of the Brethren 
in Nigeria), and David Bucura, Central 
Africa coordinator for the African Great 
Lakes Initiative and a pastor of the Friends 
Church in Rwanda. Find out more at 
www.madcob.com/pdf/lafiya20l3.pdf or 
www.lgvcob.org. 

LANDMARKS and laurels 
A Melissa Carr of Central 
V Church of the Brethren in 
Roanoke, Va., a science teacher at 
William Byrd High School in Roanoke 
County, has been honored "for being 
'Best of the Best,"' reports WSLS Channel 
10. She has received the honor from the 
Rochester Institute of Technology. ''A stu
dent Carr taught four years ago nominat
ed her for the award. He says Carr 
inspired him to pursue a career in engi
neering;' the television station reported. 
''You always get surprised when you hear 
from kids because you didn't realize they 
thought so much about you until you get 
something like that in the mail;' Carr 
said. Carr will travel to New York in April 
for the award ceremony. 

A Belita Mitchell, pastor of 
V First Church of the 
Brethren in Harrisburg, Pa., and a for
mer Annual Conference moderator, 
received a "shout out" from the new 
board president of Heeding God's Call, 
a grassroots initiative against gun vio
lence in America's cities that started at 
a Philadelphia meeting of the Historic 
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Peace Churches. In her "state of the 
organization" message, new board pres
ident Katie Day noted Mitchell's service 
as chair of the Harrisburg chapter of 
Heeding God's Call. She also noted 
recent accomplishments, including 
Heeding God's Call participation in a 
Summit on Gun Violence at the 
Bloomberg School of Public Health at 
Johns Hopkins University where "of 
the 450 participants, Heeding was the 
only grassroots, as well as faith-based, 
group represented and was acknowl
edged from the podium as such." Day 
concluded, "As I write this, over 13,957 
people have been shot in the US so far 
this year, 187 today .. . . We cannot ever 
forget these children of God. They are 
why we do what we do." More is at 
www.heedinggodscall.org. 

€) Several Brethren youth 
groups participated in a 

"Souper Bowl Sunday" effort 
against hunger. A number of congrega
tions in the Southern Pennsylvania 
District participated by collecting soup 
and donating it to local food pantries. 

The Bermudian and West York congre
gations have a Soup Kettle trophy which 
they pass back and forth, depending on 
which church collects the most soup. In 
Fort Wayne, Ind., Beacon Heights 
Church of the Brethren thanked its 
members for food bank contributions on 
"Super Food" Sunday Feb. 3. The food 
gathered weighed in at 321 pounds. 
''Your help makes a difference in the 
quality of life for families in the commu
nity," said a note of thanks in their 
church newsletter. 

A Frederick (Md.) Church of 
V the Brethren held an "All 
Church Prayer Walk" on Feb. 10 
after their morning worship as part of a 
sermon series on "Praying Circles Around 
Life!" The event started with an explana
tion about what a Prayer Walk is, and 
included a list of possible locations 
around town where individuals and 
groups could choose to go walk or drive 
and pray for the city. Attendees received a 
Prayer Card based on their choice of 
route, and prayer prompts for that 
specific location. 



Remembered 
Herbert Michael, who served on the 
Church of the Brethren mission field in 
Nigeria, died March 15. He was the son of a 
Church of the Brethren minister and had a 
lifelong commitment to peace. He attended 
McPherson College and Bethany Bible School, 
and as a pacifist served during World War II 
in Civilian Public Service. He and his wife, 
Marianne, served on the mission field in 
Nigeria from 1948 to 1961. Many Brethren 
were touched by the hospitality of Herbert 
and Marianne, who gathered a monthly 
Brethren Fellowship in their Iowa City home. 

Leon Buschina, a member of Brethren 
Volunteer Service Unit 289, which held 
orientation in summer 2010, was killed by 
a train in Berlin in mid-December 2012. He 
had served as a BVSer at Project PLASE in 
Baltimore, Md., through last September. 
At the project, Buschina had started an 
afternoon music and drumming group at his 
own initiative. 

.Jeremy Hardin Mott, 
66, the first Vietnam War 
draft resister to receive the 
maximum prison sentence of 
five years, was a BVSer 1966-
67. He died Sept. 2, 2012, in 
Roanoke, Va. When drafted 
in October 1966 he obtained conscientious 
objector status and joined BVS, serving three 
months at the National Institute of Health in 
Bethesda, Md., and four months at Bethany 
Brethren Hospital. As part of his individual 
witness, he resigned from BVS, explaining 
his actions in a letter to Selective Service, in 
which he stated, "My job, as a pacifist and as 
a person opposed to this war in Vietnam, is 
to resist our warring government, including 
the Selective Service System, rather than to 
seek special privileges from it." In December 
1967, he was one of the first in the country to 
go to trial for resisting the draft and was the 
first to receive the maximum prison sentence · 
of five years, which was reduced on appeal 
to four. On his release from prison in 1969, he 
worked for the Midwest Committee for Draft 
Counseling, the Chicago office of the Central 
Committee for Conscientious Objectors. 
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Experience God's world with other believers on our range of tours. 
CRUISES 
• ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (July 23-August 3/ 2013) 
• LEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLE CRUISE 

(May 30-June 12/ 2014) 

ECO-ADVENTURE TOURS 
• ICELAND ECO TOUR (June l 0-19 /2013) 
• AMAZON RAINFOREST & GALAPAGOS ISLANDS 

(Jan 16-26/ 2014) 
• SPECTACULAR SCANDINAVIA & ITS FJORDS 

(June 13-26/ 2014) 
• AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND (Jan 29-Feb 18/2015) 

EDUCATIONAL TOURS 
• BRITISH ISLES (ENGLAND, SCOTLAND & WALES) 

with DAVID & JOYCE ESHLEMAN (Sept l 3·25/ 2013) 
• CHINA & YANGTZE RIVER CRUISE (Nov 1-15/ 2013) 
• EUROPEAN CHRISTMAS MARKETS (Dec 9-15/2013) 
• JAMAICA: ITS PEOPLE, NATURAL BEAUTY & FRUITS 

(Jan 18-27 /2014) 
• CUBA with JACK & !RENE SUDERMAN (Feb 7-16/ 2014) 
• CHURCHES & SAFARIS in ETHIOPIA & TANZANIA 

(Oct 10-22/ 2014) 
• VIETNAM & SINGAPORE (Nov l 0-24/ 2014) 

CUSTOM TOURS 
• COLUMBIA BIBLE COLLEGE ANABAPTIST HERITAGE 

TOUR (July 2-15/2013) 
• HAITI CUSTOM TOUR (Feb 27-March 9 / 2014) 
• HESSTON COLLEGE STUDENT CHOIR TOUR to 

EUROPE (May 13-June 12/ 2014) 

HOLY LAND TOURS 
• FOLLOWING the STEPS of MOSES with PASTOR 

NELSON KRAYBILL (July 22-31 / 2013) 
• HOLY LAND: HARVEST the OLIVES & EXPERIENCE 

the BIBLE (Oct 12-21/2013) 
• BEHIND the VEIL: EXPERIENCING EGYPT 

(Oct 17-28/2013) 
• ISRAEL/PALESTINE with PASTOR RICH BUCHER 

(Nov 5-14/ 2013) 
• HOLY LAND TOUR with PASTOR PHIL WAGLER 

(Feb 12-20/2014) 
• ISRAEL/PALESTINE with PASTOR DAVID BOSHART 

(April 24-May 3/2014) 
• FROM NAZARETH to ROME with PASTOR 

JIM BROWN (Nov 3-15/ 2014) 

HERITAGE TOURS 
• EUROPEAN HERITAGE with JOHN RUTH 

(June 6-19/2013) · SOLD OUT! 
• RUSSIA & UKRAINE: THE MENNONITE STO°RY 

(Sept 4-16/2013) 
• INDIA: HISTORY, CHANGE and the CHURCH with 

BERT & MARTHA LOBE (Oct 6-21 / 2013) 
• EXPLORE SOUTH AMERICA (March 16-28/2014) 
• EUROPEAN HERITAGE with JOHN RUTH 

(June 24-July 7 /2014) 
• AMISH EUROPEAN HERITAGE TOUR 

(July 6-31 / 2014) 
• POLAND & UKRAINE: THE MENNONITE STORY 

(Sept 18-29 / 2014) 

BOOK YOUR LIFE-CHANGING JOURNEY TODAY! (800) 565-0451 
E-MAIL: office@lourmagination.com WEB: www.tourmogination.com Reg.# 50014322 
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Reflections 

Other things are more important 
llw hat does that rainbow colored scarf 

really mean to her?" I silently pondered as 
I watched her walk in for an afternoon business 

session at Annual Conference. After thinking about this question 
for a few seconds, I realized it would be very easy to discover the 
answer. All I had to do was ask her. After all, we were friends. 

I had gotten to know her several years ago when we met 

DAVID GRIMES 

on a mission trip to Sudan and 
Uganda. While the purpose of that trip 
had been to help the New Sudan 
Council of Churches build their com
pound in southern Sudan, God had 
more in store for us than doing build
ing projects. Local pastors invited us 
to talk with them, pray with them, and 
encourage them. Some of them were 
overwhelmed by the fact that 
Americans cared enough to leave 
home and travel around the world to 
meet them. 

On that trip, God was revealed to me in new ways in the 
midst of extreme poverty. God was bringing hope to a people 
who had spent much of their lives suffering through war and 
human rights atrocities that no person should ever experience. 
During our love feast and communion under a mango tree with 

church policies and scriptural interpretations. I conceded that 
conservative Christians can come across as unloving because of 
their stand on issues. Some of them agreed that progressives 
claim to be open-minded but only do so with people who agree 
with their viewpoints. 

While these types of conversations had the possibility to 
lead to arguments and division, they didn't. They actually 
brought us closer. The reason is because we were willing to 
actually try and understand each other instead of talking past 
one other out of a desire to be right. 

Did these discussions lead us to abandon our biblical view
points and readily accept each other's interpretations? Of 
course not. But I did learn some important points from them. 
First of all, I learned to be more loving toward those who 
believe differently than I do. We can actually be friends. 
Second, our similarities are much greater than our differences. 
We can work together in many areas as we serve Christ. Third, 
their viewpoints aren't part of some conspiracy to undermine 
the Church of the Brethren. They are trying to faithfully live 
out what they believe Christ has called them to do. I trust they 
learned some things from me as well. 

What occurred on that trip was part of why I decided not to 
ask my friend about her scarf. Instead, since there were 15 min
utes left until the business session began, I simply went over 
and sat down next to her. "How are you doing?" I asked. She 

As I listened to her, I realized something. Talking about her rainbow-colored 

scarf wasn't important. She didn't need to d iscuss theolog ical issues. 
She needed a friend. 

Sudanese and Ugandan pastors, I sensed the power of the Holy 
Spirit in ways that I had never experienced in American con
gregations. 

But the biggest surprise occurred when I learned some 
unexpected things about relationships regarding brothers and 
sisters in Christ who interpret scripture differently than I do. 

While I have come to believe that labeling sub-groups of 
Christian believers does more harm than good, I don't know of 
any other way to make my point than to say it: I came from a 
more conservative background, while most of the other mis
sion team members came from a more progressive background. 
As we became familiar with each other, we began to have some 
interesting discussions. We discussed politics. I voted for 
George W. Bush to be re-elected and they didn't. We discussed 
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began telling me that there was sickness in her family. 
Difficulties were developing in her congregation. She was 
going through a tough period in her life. 

As I listened to her, I realized something. Talking about her 
rainbow-colored scarf wasn't important. She didn't need to dis
cuss theological issues. She needed a friend . So I sat there and 
talked with her until the business session started. 

Since that day, I've seen her at other Annual Conferences, 
and I occasionally talk to her on Facebook. Although these 
events have happened over several years, I still haven't asked 
her about her rainbow-colored scarf. Other topics are more 
important. ~ 

David Grimes is pastor of Springfie ld Church of the Brethren in Coopersburg, Pa. 



"The fight for greater gun control in the 
country [is a pro-life position]. The 
unfettered access to assault weapons 
and handguns, along with the 
glorification of violence in our 
'entertainment' industry ••. is really all 
part of a culture of death." 

-Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan. president of the US 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 

£'Yes, drones are efficient, effective, and 
economical. But what do they do to the 
soul of this nation, to the psyches of 
those who push the buttons from half a 
world away? If they are moral for the US 
to use at will in any nation of the world, 
are they moral for other nations to use 
against us?" 

-Phil Haslanger. pastor at Memorial United Church of 
Christ in Fitchburg, Wis. 

Heard 'round the world 

~ ► The Bible, the History 
~ channel miniseries by 
!=ii Survivor creator Mark 
ii=I' Burnett, drew the network's 
GI biggest audience of the year .... :=i- in its March premiere after a 
U months-long campaign to 
._ promote the show to 
::I Christian audiences. The 
.., first of five two-hour = episodes drew 13.1 million 
U viewers. Burnett, an avowed 

Christian, and his wife, 
Touched by an Angel star 
Roma Downey, shot the 
series over six months in 
Morocco and enlisted 
pastors Rick Warren and 
Joel Osteen, and Cardinal 
Donald Wuerl, Catholic 
Archbishop of Washington, 
to connect with Christian 
audiences. 

► Children of religious 
couples are much more 
likely to leave the 
religion if their parents 
get divorced, according 
to a study released in 
March by the Journal for 
the Scientific Study of 
Religion. The study found 
that children who had two 

theBuzz 
religious parents who get 
divorced are twice as likely 
to become estranged from 
their church as adults, 
compared to people whose 
parents didn't get divorced. 

► Five key Catholic 
bishops are opposing the 
newly authorized Violence 
Against Women Act for fear 
it will subvert traditional 
views of marriage and 
gender, and compromise 
the religious freedom of 
groups that aid victims of 
human trafficking. The act, 
which was signed into law by 
President Obama on March 7, 
is intended to protect women 
from domestic violence, 
sexual assault, and human 
trafficking, and allows 
the federal government 
to spend money to treat 
victims and prosecute 
offenders. That language 
disturbs several bishops 
who head key committees 
within the US Conference of 
Catholic Bishops that deal 
with, among other issues, 
marriage, the laity, youth, 
and religious liberty. 

uwhen we walk without the cross ... 
we are not disciples of the Lord. We 
are worldly. We may be bishops, 
priests, cardinals, popes, all of this, but 
we are not disciples of the Lord." 
-Pope Francis, in his first address to the College of Cardinals 

uEvangelicals sat on the sidelines in the civil 
rights discussions but we must not this time!" 

-Bill Hamel, president of the Evangelical Free Church of America, in a statement supporting an " immigration prayer 
challenge" to encourage Christians to support 1mm1gration reform 
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Transformation 
at both ends 
of the towel 

by David S. Young 

U pon arriving at my first pastorate, 
Bush Creek Church of the Brethren in 
Monrovia, Md., I could see both challenges 

and opportunities. It was certainly a church with 
potential-it had a new community growing up around 
it that was untouched by the church. I soon realized 
that I, even as a young pastor, was the person to whom 
they were turning for leadership. 

I remember thinking that my only frame of refer
ence for leadership was the foot tub and towel used at 
love feast. This re-enacted drama of Jesus washing his 
disciples' feet is our church's paradigm for spiritual 

transformation. Is this not what leadership is all 
about? What if I were to adopt feetwashing as my 
approach, figuratively taking a foot tub into the com
munity and knocking on doors, and doing the same 
with members in their homes? 

Applying this model of servant leadership to church 
renewal has led to increased spiritual depth in congre
gations, new children's and youth ministries, new life 
in Sunday schools, baptisms and new members, com
munity outreach, and more. 

Servant leadership is not about someone deci_ding 
they are going to lead. Rather it is a response to God's 

This re-enacted drama of Jesus washing his disciples' feet 
is our church's paradigm for spiritual transformation. 

Is this not what leadership is all about? 
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call to serve. As a Quaker and Yokefellow under Elton 
Trueblood, Robert Greenleaf coined the term servant 
leadership. He said, "The servant-leader is servant 
first-it begins with the natural feeling that one wants 
to serve, to serve first. Then conscious choice brings one 
to aspire to lead!' What a difference one's heart makes. 

I remember going out into the community surround
ing the Bush Creek Church. I would find people in their 
yards happy to talk with me. Most of the time, I simply 
listened. People would share about their life, their work, 
and their families. Sometimes the conversations would 
go to deeper levels. I made a note of all of this and, if 
appropriate, would return for another visit. 

During those visits, people often would share deep 
things about their li~es. I sensed that some of them had 
begun to see me as a spiritual leader. Leadership is a 
sacred trust where people invest in us and we carry 
their needs in our hearts. At a more profound level, we 
may guide them into deeper meaning in life's journey. 
Such home visits often became the basis upon which 
these people would inquire about our church, and what 
it would mean to attend. This led to a steady stream of 
people coming to our church from the community. 

From his perspective on the Isle of Patmos, John, in 
Revelation 7:17, articulates who Jesus was: "For the 
Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life ... ?' 

What an image of the lesser becoming the greater and, 
in so doing, becoming the guide who leads people to the 
life-giving water, the very word for living water used in 
John's Gospel with the woman at the well. 

The servant is the one who humbly serves Christ, 
our Shepherd. In so doing, the servant points others to 

the life-giving water, the Lamb who is their Shepherd, 
Jesus Christ. Something profoundly spiritual happens 
at the feet of others. In feeling served, the life-giving 
water of Christ is revealed; people feel their tears 
wiped away; they feel they have something to offer. 

On the floor of the Church of the Brethren Annual 
Conference a few years ago, I met a man whom I had 
visited back in Monrovia. Harry Swope made a speech 
telling why the Church of the Brethren membership 
did not have to be in decline. Recognizing him as one 
I'd met on my visits, I went over and spoke with him. 
"Harry, do you recall what we talked about on those 
home visits?" He said, "Oh, I remember very clearly. 
We talked about things spiritual." Often, those initial 
conversations went deep spiritually. Then as people 
entered the church, we would help them use their gifts 
in their faith journey. I mentored Harry as a youth 
counselor, and today he serves on the leadership team 
of Frederick (Md.) Church of the Brethren. 

Eight years ago, my wife Joan and I had a vision to 
work with churches in a renewal process. Out of 
that process came a book: Springs of Living Water, 
Christ Centered Church Renewal, in which I explain 
how churches can enhance their spiritual life, dis
cern their strengths and mission, and implement a 
plan of ministries. 

To build up the spiritual life of a congregation, we 
created a spiritual disciplines folder. Looking like a 
Sunday bulletin, the folder has a theme with a 
description and scripture passages for Sunday and 
each day of the week. Everyone reads the same scrip-
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ture each day, medi
tates on it, prays, 
and follows its mes
sage. Churches have 
been transformed by 
this practice. One person said, "We feel like family 
again"; another: "Our church has a spiritual dimen
sion it never had before." People feel spiritual 
refreshment daily; unity builds in churches; members 
feel they are on a faith journey. Folders on the 
Springs website in April focus on Philippians. In May, 
scriptures selected by Annual Conference moderator 
Bob Krouse lead us in the Conference theme, "Move 
in Our Midst." Spiritual leaders emerge who guide 
others to the living water. 

Looking into the Servant Songs found in Isaiah, we 
see further expressions of servant leadership: working 
in teamwork, using spiritual discernment, envisioning 
together, and uniting in mission. 

Rather than operating solo, servant leaders work 
side by side with others. In Isaiah, we see that the ser
vant works in love, encouraging those who are bruised. 
The concept of one among equals arises out of servant 
leadership, where the servant is instrumental in draw
ing on the unique talents of others. This results in hav
ing strength at the center, where leaders are working 
with the whole congregation. 

In the Springs process, churches have renewal teams 
of up to eight members that help the entire congrega
tion become involved. The teams work together to dis
tribute the spiritual disciplines folders and host congre
gational gatherings as a church discerns a vision and 
implements it. The team models spiritual renewal and 
works collaboratively to set the tone for the entire body. 

In one church, a team began praying and working. 
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They discovered how to pray for others and began to 
be called to pray at various committees and boards. 
One day, some prisoners came to paint their church. 
During a lunch break, one team member felt led to 
have a prayer with their helpers, which resulted in a 
deeply moving experience. 

Another way servant leadership impacts churches 
spiritually is in the decision-making process, using 
spiritual discernment out of listening in extended 
prayer. My own experience with this began 28 years 
ago when I began to go to a retreat center early on 
Saturday mornings for up to three hours of prayer. In 
this quiet time I felt an increased sensitivity to people, 
found solutions to problems, discovered creative ideas, 
and felt a deep sense of gratitude and rest. 

In my own family, we adopted this style of dialogue 
with spiritual discernment. Faced with the special 
needs of our family (a son with disabilities), we prac
tice spiritually centering and deeply listening to one 
another, speaking in love and discerning together. 

The Springs of Living Water initiative in church 
renewal began in discernment eight years ago with 
deep listening to God. I was at my prayer place early 
Saturday morning in the 20th year of this weekly prac
tice. In the third hour of prayer, I sensed if renewal 
came for the Church of the Brethren it was not going 
to be in the form of a rushing geyser, it would emerge 
more like a bubbling spring. The biblical image of 
Christ as the living water, and John 4, in the story of 
the woman at the well, came into my heart. Looking at 
that story, our hope is to embody the way of the ser
vant respecting churches, listening to their yearnings, 
and helping them fulfill their callings. Our mission 
statement reads: "To provide and embody a spiritually 
centered, servant-led ministry to assist churches to be 
spiritually vibrant congregations with an urgent, 
Christ-centered mission." 

Another characteristic of servant leadership is to 
build on a church's strengths. For Isaiah, Israel had a · 
purpose: to be servants with a mission. So we say, 
"Rather than find out what is wrong and fix it, find out 
what is right and build upon it." This came partly out 



of our working with Andrew, our joyous son with dis
abilities, who is so outgoing. Teaching church renewal 
in seminaries, I invite pastors to go home and, with a 
few people, name strengths of their church. They 
return to class with a new orientation. 

Today in Springs, the first congregational gathering 
has everyone get together, usually after a pot luck 
meal, and name the church's strengths. This can be a 
transforming experience for congregations. In one 
congregation, members listed 270 strengths, moving 
one leader to tears. Another felt they moved from 
gloom and doom to hope. Another discovered how to 
begin attracting new people. Strengths are where God
given talent lies. In using them, we can spiritually dis
cern a unique mission. 

Another characteristic of servant leadership is the 
vision Isaiah had that Israel would be renewed in faith 
and bring justice. At Bush Creek, I envisioned a church 
that would include new people and resident members 
as the body of Christ. In servant leadership, seeing 
things whole leads to foresight. In servant leadership 
this is tied to ethics. If we see a window of opportunity 
to act and fail to do so, it is an ethical irresponsibility. 
Faith calls us to action. This is how to face discourage
ment. In discernment, we ward off desolation by doing 
the next right thing. Step by step, we move into vision. 

In Springs, our hope is for each local congregation to 
discover or rediscover its sense of calling. By listening, 
we can answer, "What do we have to offer?" Like the 
woman at the well, each congregation can discover it 
has something significant to give to Jesus. And that 
moves us back to servant leadership. In this approach, 
all persons are invited to offer their gifts. As they do 
this, they discover they have something to offer and 
they grow in faith. A spirit of unity develops in congre
gations as they embody the traits of the servant. 
Strong, vibrant congregations develop this way. 

We can turn to no better place than Philippians 2 

for insight on the transformational nature of the ser
vant. The Apostle Paul says if there is any encourage
ment in Christ, we complete that joy by humbly living 

as a servant. Often, servants are not even known; they 
work in the midst of an endeavor so that the effort 
becomes the group's. They may seem the least likely 
ones to make a contribution, but the outcome is far 
greater than ever imagined. 

We encourage churches to look at their mission, 
demographics, core values, and identity, and ask: "Who 
are we? What is important? What faith values do we 
want to transmit?" All this comes together as a congre
gation discerns a guiding scripture. Just as in spiritual 
direction where an individual finds a biblical text to 
guide them, so a congregation can find a text to shape 
its vision. One small church used the story of the little 
boy with five loaves and two fish. Three years later, in 
part as an outgrowth of this guiding scripture, they 
had members volunteering in all kinds of ministries. 
The chief question is ''Where is God leading our 
church?" Servant leaders facilitate this using the tal
ents of the whole church. 

Pastors and congregations of all 
sizes are noticing the efforts of 
individuals who are such servants. 
We hear of the outcomes, affirm
ing the gifts of people and seeing 
them serve, sacrificing their lives 
for the sake of the gospel, and 
reaching out to others so their 
spiritual and material needs are 
met. We see a renewed wom
en's ministry here, increased 
giving there, more visitation here, 
and transformation in families elsewhere. 

Just as the woman at the well went to her home
town, so churches head out in mission. Being called as 
servants brings transformation at both ends of the 
towel, both as we are served by Christ and made 
whole, and as we are called to go out to serve and 
become servant leaders. li! 

David Young, along w ith his w ife Joan, leads the Springs of Living Water 

initiative in church renewal, a spiritually focused, servant-led movement in 

the Church of the Brethren. 
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Don't be afraid of what 
you might catch 

The first few rumbles 
of hunger are just 
beginning to roll around in 

his stomach as he begins the grueling 
task of cleaning the nets. His muscles 
ache as he tries to finish the final task 
of the night. He just wants to go home 
and rest. It had been another long night 
with no fish to show for it. How long 
can he go without catching anything, 
without income? The worry slides 
easily into frustration and desperation. 
Why can't I catch anything? Why is this 
so hard right now? 

He's so lost in his thoughts and his 
work that he pays no attention to the 
growing crowd. The shoreline is usually 
fairly busy at this time of morning-lots 
of fishermen coming in from the night, 
separating out their catch for the mar
ket, cleaning their nets, making sure 
their boats are ready to go out again the 
next night. He's so used to the buzz 
that it doesn't faze him. 

But today he notices that the sounds 
are different-really different. He looks 
up to see what is going on. There is a 
big commotion. A large group is push
ing and shoving, gathering around one 
man. Who is it? What's everyone so 
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excited about? He cranes his neck to 
see more clearly, resisting the urge to 
satisfy his curiosity by just getting up 
and walking over. 

Then he catches a glimpse of the 
center of the chaos. Ahh, yes, that 
explains it. It's that man Jesus. I can't 
figure out his game- I can't even figure 
out what he did to help my mother-in
law- but there is something about him. 

His thoughts drift back to the awful 
night of work, to the lack of fish, to the 
worry over his empty nets, and he feels 
tired down to his bones. 

Simon's thoughts are interrupted by 
someone calling his name. He shakes 
his head to himself because he knows 
the voice and to whom it belongs even 
before he turns to look. What could he 
possibly want from me? 

"Simon, let me use your boat!" 
"My what?" 
''Your boat. Let me use your boat to 

get some space between me and this 
crowd. We can push off into the shal
lows and I can preach and teach from 
there." 

Simon looks around and takes in the 
scene surrounding him. There are more 
people now than when he had glanced 

up a moment ago. He feels a tinge of 
claustrophobia as they seem to press 
closer and closer. He feels trapped. A 
little distance from the crowd would be 
a relief even for him at this point. 

Wordlessly, the two climb into the 
boat and push away- not far, but far 
enough. 

"Thank you." 
"Yeah, sure." 
Jesus turns away from Simon and 

focuses back on the crowd gathered 
along the lakeshore. Some are sitting on 
rocks; some have waded into the shal
lows. All eyes are on him. 

Simon's muscles stiffen as he sits on 
the edge of his boat. Jesus has turned 
back to him. Is he done already? Simon 
has lost complete track of time, though 
the stubbornness of his limbs -remind 
him that it's been a while. Is it Jesus' 
voice that keeps us all so enraptured, so 
lost in his words? Is it as simple as the 
way it lilts? He is compelling, very com
pelling. I just don't get him yet, Simon 
thinks. I can't wrap my head around 
him. There's more to him than he says, 
and more than I can see right now. I 
just can't quite figure him out. 

"What's that you say?" Simon asks. 



"Put out into the deep water and let 
down your nets for a catch." 

"Master, Sir, really- that's not neces
sary. It's not even appealing to me. All 
night I have fished. All night-and noth
ing. Not a single fish! The nets have gone 
in over and over again, and over and 
over they come back out empty." 

Simon's thoughts race as he tries to 
figure out what to do and how to make 
him see. Jesus is just standing there 
waiting patiently. What could it hurt, I 
guess? It's unreasonable and out of the 
ordinary. But something about him, 
about the way he's standing there look
ing at me-it makes me want to listen, 
makes me want to obey. 

OK, here go the nets, if you say so, 
into the deep water! 

There isn't a huge splash as they 
drop in, only the slightest of plops onto 
the surface of the sea. 

At first it feels like every other pull 
of the night, but then the slack tightens. 
The net certainly isn't empty this time. 

unknown, bringing something extraor
dinary, something beyond me and my 
simple understanding, and I can't han
dle it. Get away from me. Go away. You 
are making me feel like the utterly 
worthless human I am. 

Simon is finally able to get one of his 
whirling thoughts out of his head and 
spoken aloud: 

"Go away from me, Lord!" 
It was as if time froze for a moment, 

as if the words just hung there visibly 
between them. The nets were still 
straining, James and John were half 
holding them, half watching the drama. 
Both boats were taking on water, and 
no one seemed to notice. It was just 
Jesus and Simon, caught in the 
moment, just looking at one another. 
The silence between them was deafen
ing. Seconds passed slowly. 

"Don't be afraid." 
The sound of Jesus' voice broke the 

spell. 
"Don't be afraid. You're not worth-

was filled with shock, yet at the same 
time a strange acceptance crept in. It 
was as if the truth had been spoken, a 
deep reality revealed, and there was 
nothing else to say, no words to cover it. 

Simon Peter's head was not exactly 
clear as he stepped onto land. He still 
didn't understand fully. He could not 
figure out this man. And he was still 
afraid. As he hauled in the fish he 
wished he had caught the night before, 
he smiled a little to himself as he 
thought of how he did not know ordi
nary anymore. He could not remember 
normal, such was his change. He 
couldn't go back, and he knew it. Even 
in his fear, even in his uncertainty, he 
knew he wanted to go forward. 

And as he tied up his boat and start
ed walking, it didn't feel ironic at all 
that just hours before he'd been upset 
that his nets were empty and that now 
they were full to overflowing. And 
that's precisely why he 
was walking 

He couldn't go back, and he knew it. Even in his fear, even in 

his uncertainty, he knew he wanted to go forward. 

Simon's body protests in pain as he 
struggles to reel in the net. Is this really 
happening? It feels like the wind has 
been knocked out of him as he tries to 
call out for help. Finally he utters a cry: 
"James! John!" 

As his partners row like mad to get 
to his boat, Simon's mind whirls. What 
just happened? Who is this man? Fear 
mounts as his eyes widen. I'm not wor
thy. I don't even want to be around this. 

He swallows hard. I sin. And I like 
my life, and you are trying to change 
things. You are trying to do something 
new, and I like the ordinary. I like the 
way things have always been, and you 
are standing there bringing the 

less to me. I am changing everything, 
and you are going to assist me in pro
claiming it. You are stepping out into 
the unknown, out into uncharted 
waters, out into abundance like you 
have never known, like the abundance 
that is bursting your nets and your 
expectations in this very moment." 

Do not be afraid. Simon pondered 
the words. Together we are going to 
engage the multitudes. We will fish for 
people, bringing them into relationship, 
into encounter with this living God. 

Do not be afraid. From now on you 
will be catching people. 

Nothing else was spoken as they 
hauled the fish in to shore. The silence 

away from them. 
Just as Simon did 2,000 years ago, 

we have the opportunity today to come 
alongside the living God in the work of 
proclaiming that everything has 
changed, that there is freedom for those 
who are trapped, hope for those in 
despair, and life, abundant life, resur
rected life for all of us who live in the 
shadow of death. 

Do not be afraid. May we hear both 
the assurance and the invitation. li! 

Cindy Laprade Lattimer is associate pastor of Lancaster 

(Pa.) Church of the Brethren. She is a former coordina

tor of both Church of the Brethren Youth and Young 

Adult workcamps and Church of the Brethren National 

Youth Conference. 
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[In December, several Church of the Brethren leaders 
joined an ecumenical delegation for a visit to Palestine 
and Israel along with American Baptists. Pam Reist, a 
pastor at Elizabethtown (Pa.) Church of the Brethren 
and a member of the Church of the Brethren Mission 
and Ministry Board, was among them. 

She expected to be moved, as one might on such a 
journey. But what she experienced when she spoke with 
people there and heard their stories touched her in 
ways she could not have anticipated. Here, Reist shares 
three such encounters from her visit. - EdJ 
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The Parents' Circle 
The Parents' Circle is a grassroots organization com
prised of Israelis and Palestinians who have lost 
immediate family members to the conflict. They 
come from all walks of life, but have one thing in 
common: they share the same pain, and recognize 
that if they-Palestinians and Israelis who have paid 
the ultimate price-can understand the need for a 
non-violent solution to this conflict, then surely this 
belief can serve as an example for others. 

Their power stems from the collaborative work of 
their members-now more than 600 families-half of 
which are Palestinian and the other half Israelis. 
Their most important ongoing work on the ground is 
conducting dialogue meetings in schools. They-reach 
more than 25,000 students every year, as they speak 
to 16- and 17-year-old Palestinian and Israeli students 
who, for the most part, have not met anyone from the 
"other side." Coming into a classroom of Jewish
Israeli students with a Palestinian partner who tells 
his or her personal story and journey to reconcilia
tion opens their eyes to the humanity and narrative of 
the other side. 

When we arrived at the meeting place, a friendly 
and charismatic Israeli woman greeted each of us 



Palestinian grandmothers from 
the Gaza Strip wait for their 

grandchildren to come out of 
surgery at an Israeli hospital. 

enthusiastically and asked us to hold a sign with 
the words "I want peace back in the picture," so 
that she could take our picture and post it on 
her Facebook page. Robi then shared her story 
with us. 

Her son, David, was pursuing a master's 
degree in education. He was part of the peace 
movement in Israel and did not want to serve in 
the Occupied Territories when he was called in 
for reserve duty. Yet that's where he was sent, and 
where he was later shot and killed in crossfire. But, Robi 
says, rather than seeking revenge, she has tried to see 
the humanity in the other, and she has been able to 
operate out of compassion as she shares her story with a 
new generation and works at ways that make for peace. 

Seated next to Robi in our circle was a Palestinian 
man named Basaam. In 2007, Basaam's 10-year-old 
daughter fell victim to an Israeli sniper's bullet on her 
school playground, while she was playing with her 
friends. He wept as he spoke of her and as he 
explained that the bullet that killed her was from an 
American Ml6 rifle; the Israeli soldier who shot her 
had b_een trained by the American military and was 
riding in an American Jeep. Yet here was Basaam, seat
ed next to an Israeli and talking with Americans about 
peacemaking. He spoke of his need to give up being a 
victim of circumstance. He encouraged us to not be 
pro-Israeli, not to be pro-Palestinian, but to be pro
peace. He shared that he had to renew his determina
tion daily for peace. 

Save a Child's Heart 
Twenty years ago, Israeli pediatric cardiac surgeon 
Amram Cohen-in cooperation with the Wolfson 
Medical Center in Tel Aviv-agreed to provide live
saving surgery to two Ethiopian children who lived in 
a place where such care was not available. Thus 
began Save a Child's Heart, an organization that has 
repaired the· hearts of more than 3,000 children from 
44 developing countries around the world. Their 
greatest achievement is that all the children, regard
less of race, color, gender, religion, or financial 
consideration, are treated with the finest medical 
care and the best technology. By mending the hearts 
of children, regardless of their origin, Save a Child's 
Heart is contributing to a better and more peaceful 
future for all of our children. As the saying goes, to 
save a child is to save the world. 

The volunteer staff of some 80 medical personnel 
give selflessly. The doctor who met with us said that 
joining the volunteers at Save a Child's Heart has 

But, Robi says, rather than seeking revenge, she has tried to see the 
. . 

humanity in the other, and she has been able to operate out of 

compassion as she shares her story with a new generation . ... 
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doubled his hours but not his pay. And yet he serves 
with passion and dedication. 

We visited a modern facility that has been built to 
house their volunteers, along with the young patients 
and their families as they await their life-saving sur
gery. Although it is a big building, it has a home-away
from-home feel. It's fully equipped with a large kitch
en where families can cook foods familiar to them. The 
day we visited, the air was filled with the scent of won
derful spices of Indian food that was being prepared 
by and for the families. 

At the hospital, we were introduced to three 
Palestinian women from the Gaza Strip. They were 
grandmothers, sitting in a waiting room in the most 
modern city in Israel, waiting for their grandchildren 
to come out of surgery- surgery that they could not get 
in Palestine. Surgeries that would save their grandchil
dren's lives. I asked them if I might take their photo, 
and as I did, it occurred to me that I was just like 
them. I could have been on the other side of the cam-

era. I, too, would do anything to save my grandchild's 
life, even if it meant crossing enemy lines to get help. 
And maybe then, I realized, they wouldn't be my 
enemy any longer. 

Save a Child's Heart is working at peace in a dif
ferent way, and as we see the children whose lives are 
saved, we see in Save a Child's Heart the creative 
power of hope. 

The Tent of Nations 
Daoud Nassar is a Palestinian Christian who lives on a 
100-acre family farm just outside of Bethlehem with 
his wife and children. In the family for generations, 
the farm crops include olive trees and grapes. 

Daoud's vision is to complete what his father began 
before his death: to host a summer camp for local 
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Christian and Muslim children at the farm in order to 
prepare them to make positive contributions to their 
future and society through the values of understand
ing, tolerance, and respectful coexistence. The name of 
the camp is The Tent of Nations. 

It sounds idyllic, but life hasn't been easy-far from 
it. Daoud's land is in an area under Israeli rule, -and the 
government would like to take his farm because of its 
strategic location. So it is making life difficult for 
Daoud, as it has many other Palestinians. Although the 
family has clear documentation for their land in the 
form of an official deed, after 20 years in court and 
more than $150,000 in legal and other expenses, they 
continue to be told by the powers-that-be that there is 
not enough proof of their ownership, and they have 
been continually threatened with eviction. The family, 
with young children, has been bullied by armed 



soldiers coming to their home. At one point, all of the 
farm's grape plants were uprooted, 250 olives trees 
were damaged, and the family's water tanks, which 
hold a precious commodity in that dry land, were dam
aged. The military moved enormous boulders across 
their farm lane, cutting off their access to nearby 
Bethlehem. They have been denied building permits, 
forcing them to build underground, using the natural 
caves of the rocky landscape. 

And yet they continue in spite of these adversities. 
Daoud explains that their aim is to demonstrate soli
darity with the local people and to keep the land pro
ductive. He believes that there is still hope for a bet
ter future. He said if they were to give up and leave as 
refugees, the cycle of oppression and separation 
would continue. Daoud wants to build bridges so that 
his children will have a better future. He says, "We 
refuse to be enemies, we refuse to hate, we refuse to 
be victims. We are called to be peacemakers, not 
peace-talkers." And so youth come to the Tent of 

Nations and expe
rience a different 
way, one of recon
ciliation and non
violent resistance. 

When we left 
the farm, I gave 
Daoud two bags of 
popcorn that I had 
brought along. I 
told him: "From a 
farm in Pennsylvania to a farmer in Palestine." Our 
prayer is that when he and his family pop the corn, 
they will remember that there are 16 Baptists and 
Brethren who stand in solidarity with them, even from 
the other side of the world. 

Daoud's strength and bravery are making a differ
ence. We asked him what we can do to support him. 
He said, "Pray for healing for us. And tell our story
spread the words of peace and justice." 

T:hese are stories of people-ordinary, yet 
at the same time extraordinary. They all 

made, and continue to make, a difference in the world 
because they believe in the creative power of hope. 
They believe the world can be a better place for our 
children and our grandchildren. 

I am grateful to God for each person we met, and 
for their bravery and commitment to ways that make 
for peace. My life is forever changed. My prayer is that 
these stories of peace, and other like them, might move 
us toward the kind of world these families yearn for-a 
world of justice and peace for all. li! 

Pam Reist is a pastor at Elizabethtown (Pa.) Church of the Brethren and a 

member of the Church of the Brethren's M ission and Ministry Board of 

Directors. 
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BibleStudy 

Learning to pray 
well with others 

M ost winter mornings there's a crowd 
outside my church office door. 

When it is cold and wintry, the toddlers from 
our parents-day-out program stay inside for play time. Toys 
and play mats are brought into the narthex, transforming the 
hallways near my office into an indoor playground. Squeals and 
giggles fill the room, mixing with the often chaotic noises of 
toddlers learning how to play with others. 

One child will claim ownership of a playhouse, while a few 
others prepare to breach the entry as if they were feudal lords 
squabbling over turf rights. Two others attempt to negotiate 
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turns on the small plastic slide. More than once I've thought 
we should have our caregivers outfitted with black and white 
referee shirts and whistles. 

Learning how to play together is hard work. Missteps and 
stumbling blocks abound. But this is a growing process, and 
negotiations are critical steps in development. The preschool
ers are learning what it means to get along. Frankly, I don't 
think it is all that different than what happens among politi
cians, business leaders, or even disciples of Jesus Christ. 

It may be easier for pre-schoolers to learn how to play togeth
er than it is for us Christians to learn how to pray together. As 
conflicts move from the playground into the sanctuary, attempts 
at modeling God's gracious ways with us often fall short. 

Earlier this year, a Lutheran pastor in Newtown, Conn., was 
reprimanded for participating in an interfaith prayer service 
following the shootings at Sandy Hook Elementary School. Rob 
Morris, pastor of Christ the King Lutheran Church in 
Newtown, is a minister in the Lutheran Church Missouri 
Synod (LCMS). He participated with other clergy in the 
nationally televised service in an attempt to bring healing to 
the community. Because Morris' denomination bans its minis
ters from participating in worship services with other faith 
groups, a conflict ensued. Church officials quickly demanded 
that he apologize for his actions. Missouri Synod officials 
reacted similarly in 2001 when one of their ministers partici
pated in the post-9/ 11 interfaith service at Yankee Stadium. 

But this is not just an issue for a single denomination. 
Learning how to pray well with others is a challenge for most 
churches and faith groups. This has been especially true as ten
sions around issues of biblical interpretation, cultural change, 
and church practices have increased in recent years.' At times, 
it feels as though the body of Christ is tripping over cracked 
pavement, stumbling from one fight to the next. 

None of this is new. Paul's epistles recount numerous church 
conflicts. Much of the New Testament includes responses to 
quarrels and disputes among believers. In the Old Testament, 
there is an intriguing story in Numbers 11 of two men-Eldad 
and Medad-who began to prophesy spontaneously, even 
though they were not part of the inner circle of leaders. 

In our own time, we know how conflicts among church fam
ilies have caused deep injuries. What was once a small stum-



bling block quickly becomes a brick wall. Or perhaps even, in 
the words of Jesus, a great millstone around our necks. 

Two colleagues invited me to lunch a few years ago. These 
pastors were as far apart on the theological spectrum as you 
can get. Yet both seemed eager to maintain, as Paul suggested 
in Ephesians, "unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace!' 

The meeting was prompted because one of the colleagues had 
been reflecting on the story of the unknown exorcist in Mark 
9:38-41. The experience prompted him to contact the other minis
ter to try and seek some common ground. Reflecting on his explo
ration of this story, my friend began to wonder what it might have 
to say to our often contentious and divided congregations. 

According to the story, the disciples were irritated because 
they found an exorcist who had been casting out demons even 
though he was not one of Jesus' followers. "Teacher," John 
said, "we saw a man using your name to expel demons and we 
stopped him because he wasn't in our group" (Mark 9:38, The 
Message) . The scene was set: it was the "in crowd" against the 

involved in following Jesus. Soon they displayed signs of stress 
and anxiety. They worried when the large crowd in the deserted 
places became hungry (6:36), and then were terrified when 
Jesus came to them on the sea (6:50). They didn't seem to 
understand Jesus' parables, and were later unable to heal a child 
with epilepsy. They were perplexed: "Why couldn't we do it?" 

No wonder the success of this outside exorcist aroused their 
resentment. He was a believer, but not part of their group. Yet 
Jesus saw him as a valued partner. The man was a participant 
in declaring the reign of God. His participation should have 
been welcomed, because "whoever is not against us is for us." 
Jesus' words should encourage us in building relationships 
with those whose beliefs may be different from ours. It is a call 
to set aside our suspicions and jealousies. 

Jesus carried the theme a bit farther in the verses that fol
low. In a series of sayings, he reminded the disciples that their 
actions should not cause others to sin (9:42, and following). 
Don't create stumbling blocks, he said, referring again to the 

No wonder the success of this outside exorcist aroused their 
resentment. He was a believer, but not part of their group. Vet 
Jesus saw him as a valued partner. 

outsider. The disciples gave him the cold shoulder and insisted 
that he cease and desist. Yet Jesus opted for a more gracious 
response. "Do not stop him," Jesus told the disciples, "for no 
one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon 
afterward to speak evil of me" (Mark 9:39). 

In other words, don't turn a stumbling block into a minefield. 
As my colleague digested this story, he saw it as an invitation to 
enter into an appreciative relationship with the other minister. 
Instead of focusing on their differences, they tenuously began to 
dialogue about what they held in common. It wasn't easy, and 
the ensuing conversations required a good bit of trust. Learning 
to pray well with others requires risking vulnerability-or what 
Jesus described as taking up our crosses and following him. 

Mark's telling of this story illustrates one way the church 
can engage differences between believers. Healers and exor
cists were common in Jesus' day, but this guy was acting in the 
name of Jesus-even though he was not one of the disciples. To 
the disciples, he was an outsider, a rogue actor who was not 
part their elite circle. Yet Jesus' graciousness extends to the 
outsider, and seeks to include those who may be different. 

I'm sure this was a sensitive issue with the twelve. After all, 
Jesus had previously sent them into the mission field, giving 
them specific authority over unclean spirits (Mark 6:7). They 
were successful, yet somehow they did not fully grasp what was 

"little ones" who believe in him. Once again, he reminded the 
disciples of the broad welcome of God's love. 

A century ago, Nobel Peace Prize winner and early leader of 
the ecumenical movement John R. Mott frequently instructed 
Christians to "take your stumbling blocks and turn them into 
stepping-stones." It's a good reminder of what Jesus did in 
embracing the unknown exorcist. 

Learning to pray well with others calls us to live the words 
of Fred Kaan's fine hymn: 

Help us accept each other 
as Christ accepted us; 

Teach us as sister, brother 
Each person to embrace. 

Be present, Lord among us, 
And bring us to believe, 

We are ourselves accepted 
And meant to love and live. 

(Help Us Accept Each Other, text and music copyright 1975 by 
Hope Publishing Company.)~ 

Chris Keating is pastor of Woodlawn Chapel Presbyterian Church in Wildwood, Mo. 

Serving as MESSENGER's Bib le study w riter during 2013, Keating is connected to the 

Church of t he Brethren through the Un iversity of La Verne and an internship with 

MESSENGER in the 1980s. 
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At the 2012 Majalisa, or 
annual conference of EYN, the 

president of Kulp Bible 
College reminds delegates 

that pacifists do not use guns. 
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'A trying moment in Nigeria': An EVN leader 
tallies deaths and churches lost to violence 
The following tally of deaths, burned churches, 
and loss of property among members of 
Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EYN- the 
Church of the Brethren in Nigeria) provides 
a stark picture of the suffering of Nigerian 
Brethren since the extremist Islamist sect Boko 
Haram began terrorist operations in northern 
Nigeria around 2009. 

·-
This is just one church leader's tally from 

reports extracted from the EYN media 
department and the EYN president's diary. It 

was provided to the Global Mission and Service 
office with the caveat that "we may not have the 
full statistics of the whole destruction caused by 
the attackers against other denominations and 
Muslims, but we have tried to keep most records 
of casualties within the EYN church." 

The reports note that because EYN churches 
and members are scattered all over the country, 
the EYN Disaster Relief Committee is working 
hard to identify communities, congregations, 
and individuals for proper documentation and 
assistance-so this listing most probably is 
incomplete and includes inconsistencies. 

The church leader added a personal note 
to Brethren in the US: "We thank you for 
continued prayers and support; it is keeping us 
going in such a perilous time." 

About terminology: EYN refers to a local 
congregation as an LCC, which stands for Local 
Church Council, and refers to a district as a 
DCC, which stands for District Church Council. 
LCB refers to a preaching point called a Local 
Church Branch. A "compound" is a property on 
which several different buildings house people 
who are part of the same family or group. 

EYN churches affected by Boko Haram 
in Borno and Yohe States and Northern 
Adamawa 

• DCC Yohe: 10 church members have been 
killed, 3 LCC were burned down including LCC 
Damaturu, LCC Pompomari, LCC Buni Yadi. 

• DCC Chibok: 10 members including a pastor 
have been killed, 8 Christian compounds were 
burned, 1 motorcycle and a car were burned. 

• LCC Kulali was burned, all Christian 
compounds were burned, 2 motorcycles burned, 
the pastor's houses and property were burned. 

• DCC Maisandari: The number of people killed 
in each LCC is as follows: LCC Bulumkutu 16 
people, LCC Dala 17 people, LCC Maduganari 
7 people, LCC Tanki 6 people, LCC Polo 7 
people, LCC Konduga 8 people. A total of 61 
people have been killed. Properties destroyed: 
beds and cushion chairs, a shop, a shop looted 
in Tanki, household property burned-in Polo, a 
church and farm produce burned in Konduga. 

• DCC Biu: Number of churches burned 4: 
LCC Gamadadi, LCC Tabra, LCC Biu No. 1. 

One member was killed, while others were 
hospitalized. 

• DCC Maiduguri: LCB Gajigana under LCC 
Maiduguri, together with the pastor's house, 
were burned and all the properties. LCB 
Kwana Maiwa under LCC Farm Center 



A new gate and wall are being built 
around the EYN headquarters, in 

part because of the violent attacks 
that have been carried out on the 

EYN and its churches. 

was burned. Many shops, a 
chemist, and houses belonging 
to Christians were looted, while 
personal cars of some members 
were forcefully snatched. The 
total number of people killed was 
32: Ngomari Gona 6, Pompomary 
1, Farm Center 8, Jajeri 11, Maiduguri 6. 

• DCC Kautikari: LCC Blakor was burned, 
2 members were killed, 3 motorcycles 
belonging to members were burned, a 
generator belonging to a member was burned. 

• DCC Attagara: LCC Attagara was burned, 3 
members were killed. 

• DCC Mbulamile, Jan. 10, 2013: The pastor 
at LCC Sabongari in Damboa was killed. His 
wife and children were shot and hospitalized. 
Two other members, a father and a son, were 
killed. The local church was burned down. 

• Total numbers of EYN members killed in 
Borno and Yohe States and other places: 147. 

• Pastors killed: 3. 

• Total churches burned: 14. 

• Pastor's houses burned: 2. 

• Motorcycles belonging to EYN members 
destroyed: 4. 

• Houses belonging to EYN members 
burned down: 8. 

• Shops and houses looted: many. 

Some of the most recent attacks, by date: 
• On Jan. 12, 2013, the Muslim Jihadists again 

attacked Kuburvu, a Christian village in 
Damboa, and burned many houses and 2 or 
more people were killed. No proper report 
(was received) but people were killed. 

• On Jan. 20, 2013, 2 EYN members were killed 
in Maiduguri. 

• On Jan. 31, 2013, shops belonging to 
Christians in Maiduguri were attacked and 
3 people were killed, 1 of them was an EYN 
member. 

• On Feb. 1, 2013, LCC Samunaka in Mubi was 
attacked, the pastor's office was burned down. 
Also, 3 of our members were killed while 1 
sustained gun shot wounds. 

• On Feb. 2, 2013, news was brought that LCC 
Huwim under DCC Mussa was burned. 

• On Feb. 3, 2013, LCC Bita in Gavva West was 
burned. The church is between Damboa and 
Gwoza. 

• On Feb. 4, 2013, EYN Samunaka in Mubi was 
attacked, some houses belonging to Christians 
were burned, ECWA (a church belonging 
to another denomination) was burned, and 
about 12 persons were killed, 5 of which were 
EYN members. 

Summary: 
Number of people killed in eight District Church 
Councils (DCC): Chibok, Borno State, 10; Yohe, 
Yohe State, 10; Maisandari, Borno State, 61; 
Biu, Borno State, l ; Kautikari, Borno State, 2; 
Maiduguri, Borno State, 47; Attagara, Borno State, 
3; Mbulamel, Borno State, 8; Kaduna, Kaduna 
State, l; Mubi, Adamawa State, 4. Total 147 

Number of Local Church Councils (LCC) 
burned: Attagara, Borno State; Damaturu, Yohe 
State; Pompomari, Borno State; Boni Yadi, 
Borno State; Kwaple, Borno State; Konduga, 
Borno State; Gamadadi, Borno State; Tabra, 
Borno State; Biu No. l, Borno State; Badarawa, 
Kaduna State. 

Local Church Branches (LCB) burned: Bayan 
Tasha, Blakar, Gajigana, Kwanan Maiwa. 

"We thank 
you for 

continued 
prayers and 
support, it is 
keeping us 

going in such 
a perilous 

time." 

EYN Leader reporting on 

the deaths, burned 

churches, and loss of 

property in Nigeria since the 

extremist lslamist sect Boko 

Haram began terrorist 

operations in 2009. 
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cobnews 
upcoming 

events 
Bethany Seminary announces new president 

April 4-6 
Presidential 
Forum at Bethany 
Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Ind. 

April 5-8 
Ecumenical 
Advocacy Days in 
Washington, D.C. 

April 10-12 
Fellowship of 

Brethren Homes 
Forum, hosted by the 
Village of Morrisons 
Cove, Martinsburg, 
Pa. 

April 13 
Strengthening 
Small 
Congregations, 
hosted by Camp Mack 
in Milford, Ind., with 
sponsorship from 
Congregational Life 
Ministries, Northern 
Indiana District, 
South/Central Indiana 
District 

Bethany Theological Seminary's 
Board of Trustees has 
announced Jeffrey W Carter of 
Manassas, Va., as the seminary's 
tenth president, to begin July 1. 

"The board of trustees is 
very pleased that someone with 

Dr. Carter's 
commitment, 
talents, and 
background 
answered the 
call to the 
leadership 
of Bethany," 
stated Lynn 

Myers, chair of the board. 
Carter comes to Bethany 

with years of pastoral and 
denominational leadership. He 
is currently pastor and head of 
staff at Manassas (Va.) Church 
of the Brethren, a position he 
has held since 2003. Previous 
pastoral ministry includes 
positions as associate pastor 
and team pastor at Manassas 
between 1995-2003, and two 
years as associate pastor at 
Florin Church of the Brethren in 
Mt. Joy, Pa. 

He is a graduate of 
Bridgewater (Va.) College 
with a bachelor's degree in 
international studies. He earned 
a master of divinity degree from 

Bethany in 1998 and a doctorate 
in ministry with a concentration 
in practical theology and 
hermeneutics from Princeton 
Theological Seminary in 2006. 

Carter has served in various 
denominational capacities. 
Currently a member of the 
Standing Committee of 
district delegates to Annual 
Conference, he chaired the 
Annual Conference Study 
Committee on Denomination 
Name and the Forms Reception 
Committee that was part of 
the Special Response Process. 
He has served on the Brethren 
Housing Corporation Board of 
Directors, and is lead chaplain 
for the Department of Fire 
and Rescue of Prince William 
County, Va. Early in his career, 
he was a legislative aide with 
the church's Washington 
Office, as a Brethren Volunteer 
Service worker. From 2003-
2010, he was the Church of the 
Brethren representative to the 
World Council of Churches. 
Between 2000-2006, Mid
Atlantic District called him to 
the district board, including the 
position of chair of the Ministry 
Commission, and he has served 
as district moderator. 

His publications include 

contributions to Feasting on 
the Word, a commentary series 
published by John Knox Press, 
and the essay "Worship in 
the Church of the Brethren," 
appearing in Worship Today: 
Understanding; Practice, 
Ecumenical Implications, 
published internationally 
through the World Council 
of Churches. He also has 
contributed to MESSENGER. 

Bethany trustee Rhonda 
Pittman Gingrich chaired the 
Presidential Search Committee. 
''As we began our work, the 
committee sought input from a 
variety of constituencies;' she 
said. ''A deep love for Christ 
and the church, a passion 
for intellectual and spiritual 
growth, pastoral experience, 
a commitment to building 
relationships within the 
denomination, and dynamic 
communication skills were 
among the many desired qualities 
identified during the information 
gathering stage. Dr. Carter not 
only embodies these qualities; 
he also brings the necessary 
leadership skills to fulfill the 
current strategic plan and a vision 
for the future:' -Jenny Williams 

Jenny Wil liams directs Communications and 

Alumni Relat ions for Bethany Seminary. 

Beam and Steele head up Annual Conference ballot for 2013 
A ballot has been released for the Annual Conference to be 
held on June 29-July 3 in Charlotte, N.C.: 

Moderator-elect: Frances S. Beam of Concord, N.C.; David 
Steele of Martinsburg, Pa. 

Annual Conference Program and Arrangements 
Committee: Evelyn Brubaker of Ephrata, Pa.; Shawn Flory 
Replogle of McPherson, Kan. 

Bethany Theological Seminary trustee, representing 
clergy: Dava Cruise Hensley of Roanoke, Va.; Frank Ramirez 
of Everett, Pa.; representing laity: Donna Shumate of Sparta, 
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N.C.; David Minnich of Hillsborough, N.C. 
On Earth Peace Board: David William Fouts of Maysville, 

WYa.; Chris Riley of Luray, Va. 
Brethren Benefit Trust Board: Cynthia Elaine Allen of 

Olmsted Falls, Ohio; Sara Huston Brenneman of Hershey, Pa. 
Mission and Ministry Board, from Area 2: Sarah 

Elizabeth Friedrich of Columbus, Ohio; Dennis John 
Richard Webb of Aurora, Ill.; from Area 3: Torin Eikler 
of Morgantown, WYa.; Jonathan Andrew Prater of 
Harrisonburg, Va. 



The National Youth Cabinet began planning for NYC 2014 at a weekend 
meeting at the church's General Offices in Elgin, Ill., in mid-February. 

National Youth Cabinet meets, 
announces theme for NYC 2014 
A theme and theme scripture 
have been chosen for the 
National Youth Conference 
(NYC) to be held July 19-
24, 2014, on the campus of 
Colorado State University 
in Fort Collins, Colo. The 
announcement came out of a 
meeting of the Church of the 
Brethren's National Youth 
Cabinet. 

The NYC theme for 2014 will 
be "Called by Christ, Blessed for 
the Journey Together," inspired 
by Ephesians 4:1-7. 

The cabinet meeting 
included the three NYC 
coordinators and staff member 
Becky Ullom Naugle, who 
directs Youth and Young Adult 
Ministry, along with several 
high school-age youth and 
adult advisors from across 
the denomination: NYC 
coordinator Katie Cummings, of 
Summit Church of the Brethren 
in Bridgewater, Va., who is 

currently in Brethren Volunteer 
Service as an assistant 
workcamp coordinator; Emmett 
Eldred of Middle Pennsylvania 
District; Brittany Fourman 
of Southern Ohio District; 
adult advisor Rhonda Pittman 
Gingrich of Northern Plains 
District; NYC coordinator 
Tim Heishman, currently 
attending North Baltimore 
Mennonite Church during a 
year of voluntary service there; 
adult advisor Dennis Lohr of 
Atlantic Northeast District; 
NYC coordinator Sarah Neher, 
a senior at McPherson (Kan.) 
College who plans to graduate 
in May with a degree in biology 
education; Sarandon Smith of 
Atlantic Northeast District; 
Sarah Ullom-Minnich of 
Western Plains District; 
Kerrick van Asselt of Western 
Plains District; Zander 
Willoughby of Michigan 
District. 

Ten receive Church of the Brethren 
nursing scholarships in 2012 
Ten students are recipients of Church of the Brethren 
Nursing Scholarships for 2012. This scholarship, made 
possible by the Health Education and Research Endowment, 
is available to members of the Church of the Brethren 
enrolled in LPN, RN, or nursing graduate programs. 

This year's recipients and their congregations: Rachel 
Alderman (Mount Hermon), Genelle Bunte (Common 
Spirit), Rebecca Clapper (Bedford), Kirsten Eller 
(Ephrata), Heather Galang (Bridgewater), Lesli Gilbert 
(McPherson), Marcia McCartney (Plymouth), Rhian 
Pulliam (M~untain Grove), Kirstie Studebaker (New 
Carlisle), and Emily Wenger (Lancaster). 

Scholarships of up to $2,000 for RN and graduate 
nurse candidates and up to $1,000 for LPN candidates are 
awarded to a limited number of applicants each year. 

Information on the scholarships, including an application 
form and instructions, is available at www.brethren. 
org/ nursingscholarships. Applications and supporting 
documentation are due by April 1 of each year. 

Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS) Unit 300 
The unit completed winter orientation on January 
27-February 15 in Gotha, Fla. 

Front (from left): Megan Haggerty of Golden, Colo., to the 
L'Arche Community in Chicago, Ill.; Ann Ziegler of 
Elizabethtown (Pa.) Church of the Brethren, to Emanuel 
Children's Home in San Pedro Sula, Honduras; Xinia Tobias 
of Eastwood Church of the Brethren in Akron, Ohio, to the 
World Friendship Center in Hiroshima, Japan. Back (from 
left): Mason Byers of Lancaster (Pa.) Church of the -
Brethren to Skyridge Church of the Brethren in Kalamazoo, 
Mich., and Camp Brethren Heights in Rodney, Mich.; 
Simeon Schwab of Boennigheim, Germany, to Abode 
Services in Fremont, Calif.; Sam Glover of Mountain View 
Fellowship Church of the Brethren in McGaheysville, Va., to 
Abode Services in Fremont, Calif.; Stan White of Freeport 
(Ill.) Church of the Brethren, to Talbert House in 
Cincinnati, Ohio; Richard Tobias of Eastwood Church of 
the Brethren in Akron, Ohio, to the World Friendship 
Center in Hiroshima, Japan. 
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A musical resurrection 

The powerful and beautiful documentary 
Searching for Sugar Man is, at first, the story 
of a man named Sixto Rodriguez (known eventually 

simply as Rodriguez). The singer was discovered in a Detroit 
bar, and went on to record a well-regarded album in 1969 
called Cold Fact. The album garnered positive reviews and four 
Billboard stars, but failed to catch the attention of the American 
public, and Rodriguez seemed to simply vanish. 

The movie then follows the search by a passionate fan to 
discover this artist's whereabouts. Slowly, the mystery unfolds 
regarding who Rodriguez was, or, more accurately, who he is, 

ED HUBER 

since he is very much alive despite rumors 
to the contrary which seemed only to add 
to the mystery surrounding him. 

The return of Rodriguez to the pubic 
spotlight was due largely to the efforts of 
this persistent fan who discovered that 
while the singer had quietly continued to 
work at ordinary labor jobs with ordinary 
people, his record had gone underground 
in South Africa and became a phenomenal 
hit among hundreds of thousands of 

people who were suffering under the tyranny of an oppressive 
government. Rodriguez had no idea how enormously popular 
he had become in that unhappy country where his music gave 
the masses new hope. 

Finally rediscovered, Rodriguez began to perform in 
South Africa. The scenes of thousands cheering for him with 
unrestrained ecstasy at his concerts are deeply moving. Yet 
we know that as he sings and strums his beloved guitar, he is 
not there to strut like a rock star before adoring fans, nor is 
he driven by the new reality that he is now very rich. (We will 
learn that he gave away most of his money to the poor.) He is 
there for the pure joy of playing and singing his music. 

After viewing this incredibly moving film, I started to think 
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about one of the most mysterious passages in the New Testa
ment where, in his post-Resurrection appearance, Jesus began 
to talk with two men as the three walked together on the road 
to Emmaus. I now know why I had thought of this event from 
Luke's Gospel: I had almost imperceptibly begun to think of 
Sixto Rodriguez as a Christ figure who had once walked among 
us, and who left us only to return again to our midst. 

I have long since decided that the Resurrection was a real 
event through which the Nazarene rabbi transcended the 
limits of what Einstein called space time, so that he was able 
to be present in the lives of those who loved the way he loved 
and who, like Rodriguez, loved the poor and the dispossessed. 
Rodriguez had made an album which was immediately rec
ognized by music critics as a work of astounding beauty and 
meaning. But the American public did not recognize the beauty 
that lay before them in the form of this music, and so Rodriquez 
went on to live a seemingly self-imposed exile from the life of 
performing music that he so loved. 

What finally confirmed my belief that Rodriguez was and is 
a Christ figure is to see and hear what his three daughters have 
become. They also project the quiet joy of the Christ, and of 
their father who, despite hard times, had always surrounded 
them with a beautiful love that transcended fame and wealth. 

"Did not our hearts burn within us?" the men on the road 
to Emmaus asked. As we read the mysterious passage in Luke 
and watch this amazing film, we can only say, "Yes, and again 
we say yes!" 

The music of Rodriguez kept hope alive for thousands of 
South Africans in their time of turmoil. Decades later, their 
enduring love for him and his music effectively brought him 
back to the life he loves. I urge Brethren and others to watch 
this film for the hope, inspiration, and encouragement it 
provides. li! 
Ed Huber is a retired pastor of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in Queens, 
N.Y. , and is a member of Ambler (Pa. ) Church of the Brethren. 



Youth&YoungAdults 

Agape-Satyagraha program now at six sites across the country 

The On Earth Peace program to teach nonviolence and 
Christian peacemaking to youth, called Agape-Satyagraha, 
is now active at six sites across the country. "Agape
Satyagraha Leadership Training helps junior and senior 
high youth learn to deal with conflict without using 
violence by presenting concepts and skills training through 
the completion of five levels,'' says Marie Benner-Rhoades, 
Youth and Young Adult Peace Formation director for On 
Earth Peace. 

"The program teaches youth the heart of Christian 
peacemaking (agape love) and Gandhian nonviolence 
(satyagraha) and empowers youth to use agape and 
satyagraha together for nonviolent interpersonal conflict 
resolution and nonviolent social change." 

The Agape-Satyagraha sites mentor youth ages 11-18 
through five levels of skills training: understanding conflict 
escalation, anger management, de-escalating conflict, 
negotiation and mediation, and community social change. 
Adult volunteers coach youth individually or in small groups 
through each level. 

"In 2012, a three-year pilot program ended and On Earth 
Peace is now offering the program more widely,'' reports 
Benner-Rhoades. The organization provides support to local 
communities to offer the program, and those sites provide 
feedback as they develop the curriculum to meet needs in 
different settings. Site coordinators meet monthly to share 
about their achievements and worship together. 

Peace pole dance? To encourage On Earth Peace in 
its efforts, folk at Palmyra (Pa.) Church of the Brethren recently 
danced around their peace pole to the music of Mutual Kumquat, 
and then posted the dance on YouTube. 

"My home church is amazing and this should go viral,'' said 
a Facebook fan. Inspired by Palmyra, some staff and Brethren 
Volunteer Service workers at the Church of the Brethren General 
Offices in Elgin, Ill., did their own peace pole dance-in the snow. 

Says a post on the official Facebook page of the "peace pole 
dance revolution": "The first known outbreak of the peace pole 
dancing epidemic may be traceable back to Harrisburg, Pa., and 
the retirement ceremony of Gerald W. Rhoades. Find out more 
and see videos at www.facebook.com/ PeacePoleDancing. 

Marie Benner-Rhoades (right) in an Agape-Satyagraha training with 
youth. The program is now active at six sites across the country. 

Current sites for Agape-Satyagraha are: 

• the Boys and Girls Club of Harrisonburg and 
Rockingham County, Va. 

• Acts 4 Peace in Baltimore, Md. 
• Modesto (Calif.) Church of the Brethren at Fremont 

Elementary School 
• the Peace Place in Trotwood, Ohio 
• Brethren Community Ministries in Harrisburg, Pa. 
• Danzante Urban Arts in Harrisburg, Pa. 

The program is seeking new sites in 2013. To recommend 
a congregation or organization as a potential Agape
Satyagraha site, please contact Marie Benner-Rhoades at 
mrhoades@onearthpeace.org . 
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Same love, 
new look 

Pentecost Offering 
Suggested date May 19 

Mission Offering 
Suggested date September 2 2 

Advent Offering 
Suggested date December 8 

As we are one in our giving, so our Church of 
the Brethren special offerings have been united. 
Gifts join with others to support the mission and 
ministry of the Church of the Brethren, continuing 
the work of Jesus: peacefully, simply, together. 

Learn more about this exciting new offering 
series at www.brethren.org/specialofferings, 
or by e-mailing offerings@brethren.org 
or calling 800-323-8039 ext. 361. 

Thank you for giving generously! 



Saddened and disappointed 

I always look forward to reading pastor 
Frank Ramirez's perceptions on various 
topics and issues in MESSENGER. His 
recent article: ''Which gun would Jesus 
own?" (January/February), saddened 
and disappointed me, especially his 
last paragraph, which I found to be 
very troubling. Throughout the history 
of Christianity, there have been a 

multitude of 
attempts from 
individuals 
and groups 

to justify their positions by using the 
Bible. This particular phenomenon has 
now taken over the primary thinking 
in our present pluralistic society, 
producing self-serving religions that 
meet personal needs and individuals 
who become self-absorbed. To say that 
"I think that Jesus would recognize the 
need for an agricultural society to bear 
arms for hunting and for protection 
against various dangerous creatures" 
and that "Jesus living in a rural area like 
I do might own a good, old-fashioned 
rifle ... found in every home in Middle 
Pennsylvania ... " forms (or conforms) 

Letters 
Jesus to meet personal needs and a 
particular lifestyle. 

When Jesus came into the world, he 
"came among his own and they knew 
him not" (John 1:11). How come? Jesus 
was on a mission from God to bring 
about the coming of God's Kingdom 
(which is not of this world; see John 
18:36). He did so by challenging 
everyone's thinking on what they had 
come to believe to be sacred, right, just, 
and of God (John 8:1-11). Everyone had 
their "little boxes" that contained the 
truth about God and life, along with all 
of their justifications and solid defenses. 

My prayer for the church as a whole is to live solely by 
faith and let God be God, Jesus be Jesus, and get ourselves 
out of the way so that the Holy Spirit can gloriously fulfill the 
coming of the Kingdom. 

'Then some pfople came, brin9in9 to Jesus a paral~zed man, carried b~ four of them. 
And when the~ could not brin9 him to Jesus because of the crowd, the~ removed 
the roof above him . .. " Mark 2 3-4 

Open t:'Oof award 
nom1nat1ons 

Do you know of a Church of the Brethren 
congregation or district that has done 
something extraordinary to serve-or 
be served by-those with disabilities? 
Tell us about it, even if it's your own! 

Visit www.brethren.org/openroof for the 
form to nominate this year's recipient. 

Nomination deadline: June 1, 2013. 

Sponsored by 
Congregational Life Ministries 

Contact Donna Kline, 
Director of Deacon 

Ministries, with questions. 
Dkline@brethren.org 

800-323-8039 x306 

_JL 

7~ 
Church of the Brethren 
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Letters 
They were listening to themselves 
but not to God. Jesus confronted their 
idolatrous thinking as he taught and 
ministered, which eventually led to his 
crucifixion (John 15:18-16:4). As disciples 
of Christ, we are called to be in the 
world, but not of it (John 17:14-19) and to 
live in tension with the world's thinking 

c.« Pontius' Puddle 

(Romans 8:2) so that God in Christ 
Jesus can break through with the Life of 
Kingdom. 

Therefore, my prayer for the church 
as a whole is to live solely by faith and 
let God be God, Jesus be Jesus, and get 
ourselves out of the way so that the Holy 
Spirit can gloriously fulfill the coming of 

Sl&\-l, go WlLL t-1\.t.M.SE\'.<S. W\-\t> 
~EQUIRC C,-LUiEN-~REE. S ~ E.~t> 
fORt-J\ ~ 1...1N£ Of.\ °\1-\.E LE~,, 
LOW-C.~R.13 ON T\--1.E 9-_\C:r\°\T, 

F\NP 1,i,JI-\OL£-G-Rt>..1N 
DOWN Tt-1-E ~£.1-,\i ER. ~ 

' =--------t f 
" 
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f 
s 
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"The faculty, staff 
and campus 
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as a whole 
have a spirit of 
collaboration 
and community:' 

-LaDawn Knicely 
MA in Counseling '12 
Church of the Brethren member 

the Kingdom for all the world through 
embodying the Word as the body of Christ. 

James Mitchell 
Chandler, Ariz. 

lnerrancy not a tradition 

P. V. Lee Smith ends his letter [in the 
January/February MESSENGER] on what 
divides our denomination by saying we 
need to "get back to holding to the Bible 
as the inspired and inerrant Word of God." 
The words "get back to" imply that this 
is a traditional Brethren view of the Bible 

f'..',.t.t To receive a free deiform metal Angel, 
J:-2"'~ send a self addressed stamped envelope, i!i.i · or one dollar to St. Mary, 3815 Stedley 

Place La Verne, CA 91750. 

Congregations across the 

country are bui lding and 

growing their mission and 

ministry, thanks to church 

mortgage loans from Everence. 

Call (800) 348-7468 for more 

information. 

Everence.com 

QftD f'~ Everence 



from which some of us have strayed. I'm not 
so sure. I'm now over 60, and grew up in the 
Church of the Brethren. I can recall hearing 
about divine inspiration, but I don't recall 
learning about inerrancy. None of my Sunday 
school teachers ever taught us, for example, 
that the story of Adam and Eve was literal 
historical fact. 

~ 

essels of Love: 
Love God) Love Neighbor, Love Self 

Mt_ 22:37-39 
Further, my limited research on inerrancy 

indicates that, while there were some early 
Christian writers who made reference to the 

■ CLASSIFIEDS Ma~ ~12}~eeL!~i~l!f ~~~~h 
Travel with a Christian group. Visit Beijing, 
China (Great Wall, Forbidden City, etc.) before boarding 
Diamond Princess for cruise of South China Sea. 
Shore visits will be made with opportunity to visit 
interesting sites in Korea; Japan; Shanghai (China); 
Hong Kong; Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon), Vietnam; Bang
kok, Thailand; and Singapore. October 3-25, 2013. For 
in formation please write to J. Kenneth Kreider, 1300 
Bear Creek Road, Elizabethtown, PA 17022 or email 
kreiderk@etown.edu. 

~~rilMr Co.u~ ...... ~ 17 

Fall Application Deadline: 
July 15, 2013 

Celebrate God's gift of Love 

Resources available 
www.brethren.org/OlderAdultMonth 

800 323-8039 X 305 
_JL 
7~ 

Church of the Brethren 

Master of divinity and master of m-ts, one-year certificate program, 
local ancl distance tracks 

Grounded in distinctive Anaba/)tist and Radical Pietist perspectives 

-~Jesus 
Jesus Christ, living Way 

1 : BETHANY 
~ T¼lfj/MI tSe,w/11"[/ 
~ Richmond, Indiana 

800-287-8822 
www.bethanyseminary.edu/34mp 
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Letters 
idea in various ways, it was, as a religious 
doctrine, an idea that was born of the 
fundamentalist movement which began 
in the late 19th century. If this is true, then 
it can hardly be considered a traditional 
belief, since the Church of the Brethren 
predates it by more than two centuries. 

(Of course, Christianity itself predates the 
idea by far more centuries.) Obviously, 
this doesn't mean that people can't hold 
this belief, but it does mean that they 
are on shaky ground when they claim to 
be defending Brethren-or Christian
tradition. 

I am not a Brethren historian or a Bible 
scholar, but some of your contributors 
are. It seems to me that your readers 
might benefit from an airing of their 
views on this theological issue. 

Please send information to be Wayne Mast, Mary Mast 
included in Turning Points to Copper Hill, Va.: Joyce 

Jean Clements, 1451 Janney Bayse, Devin 

Dundee Ave, Elgin, IL 60120; Smith, Derek Smith, 

800-323-8039, ext. 320; Mary Simpson 

jclements@brethren.org. Eel River, Silver Lake, Ind.: 

Information must be com- Ashton Bolinger, Andrew 

plete in order to be published. 
Bolinger, Audra Day, 

Information older than one 
Amber Day 

year cannot be published. 
Frederick, Md.: Amy 

Anderson, Terry Anderson, 

New Members 
Cheryl Beynum, Rachel 
Cleveland, Laura 

Ambler, Pa.: Ben 
Cleveland, Michael 
Cleveland, Jonathan 

Borgmann -Winter, Kelsey Disbennett, Yvonne 
Breisch, Jake Brycki, Josh Disbennett, Donald 
Brycki, John Geiger- Easterday, Julie Jones, 
Mould, Margaret Geiger- Peter McGraw, Elaine 
Mould, Serita Lachesis, McGraw, Mary Beth 
Caleb Miller, Kelly Moser, Rebecca Myers, 
Quaile, Scott Quaile, Amber O'Connor, Clara 
Harry Stokes, Scott O'Connor, Carl Ramsey, 
Stokes, Alex Torchio, Scott Schiffl1auer, Lori 
Paige Torch.io Schiffuauer, Kelly Schultz, 

Berkey, Windber, Pa.: Carrie Bernie Tregoe, Jack 
Antesberger, Brenda Tregoe, Wendy Wampler, 
Bloxsom, Steven Bloxsom, Nathan Wilkes 
Abiga il Bush, Shannon Henry Fork, Rocky Mount, 
Dom, Amber Gibbons, Va.: Kenneth Guth.rie, 
Autumn Helman, Ashley Don Kennedy, Eula Mae 
H ilderman, Diane Lampel, Brown, Janice LaPrade, 
Justin McMillen, Frank Joe Hodges, Laura 
Meyers, Conor Nitka, Hodges, Joyce Gibson, 
Cassidy Noon, Lesly Evan Furrow 
Roose, Mike Roose, Hollidaysburg, Pa.: 
Joshua Roose, Lori Steele, Raymond Boose, Mary E. 
Patty Sigmund, Brianna Boose, David Claar, 
Drenning, Josh Drenning, Jolene Claar, Jaden 
Jennie Bozic, Gloria Dilling, Allen Geist, Justin 
Miller, Carlie Toth, Rich Graham, Kendrick Imler, 
Toth. Patricia Jimenez, Tim 

Boise Valley, Meridian, Jimenez, Mason 
Idaho: David Smitchger, McCready, Maria Murphy 
Joelle Smitchger Knob Creek, Johnson City, 

Cloverdale, Va .: Lenny Tenn.: Mark Bryte, 
LaRose, Susan LaRose, Matthew Bryte, Milt 
Russel Robinette Ketron 

Conestoga, Leola, Pa.: Tyler Lakewood, Millbury, Ohio: 
Regitz, Emily Regitz, Thomas E. Miller, 
Katya Kennedy, Kylie Paulette Miller 
Myer, Arlene Puglisi , Lancaster, Pa.: Elvin Heck, 
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Linda Heck Pa. , 65 
Mohican, West Salem, Ohio: Frazee, Willard and Betty, 

Jeff Workman, Mary Uniontown, Pa. , 60 
Workman, Linda Studer, Frederickson, Jan and 
Tom Studer, Alicia Maxine, Quinter, 
Altenburger, Cynthia Kan., 50 
Altenburger, Austin Beegle, Ginder, J. Becker and Vera, 
Mikayla Beegle, Lindsey Lancaster, Pa., 55 
Cortner, Carley LeMaster, Hollinger, Nelson and Pat, 
Rachelle Nicholson, Ryan Mount Joy, Pa. , 50 
Nicholson, Matthew Isaacs , Ray and Regina, 

Recker, Charles Blake, Walkersville, Md., 55 
Moses Moore, Brianna Keller, Zane and Connie, 

Workman, Derek Ansonia, Ohio, 50 

Workman, Connie Vogler, Kerschensteiner, Edward 

Jamie Murray and Anna Lou , Boise, 

Mount Hermon, Bassett, Idaho, 60 

Va.: Taylor Shelton Metzger, Eldred and Louise, 

Philadelphia, First, North Manchester, Ind., 75 

Wyndmoor, Pa.: Larry Mikesell, Bob and Juanita, 

Newberry Greenville, Ohio, 60 

Pipe Creek, Peru, Ind.: Brad Mullen, Wilbur and Lena 

McGuire, Crissi McGuire Belle, Greenville, Ohio, 60 

Pleasant Valley, Weyers Nicholson, Leland and 

Cave, Va.: Sadie Garber, Beverly, Hagerstown, 

Nia Emerson, Elijah Ind., 50 

Emerson, Bailey Harlow, Risser, Joh.n and Ruth, 

Forrest Ritchie Adamstown, Md., 65 

Sam's Creek, New Thompson, Bud and 

Windsor, Md.: Judy Margaret, Independence, 

Bowlin, Adam Buffington, Kan. , 70 

Jason Dibert, Matthew Whiteley, Earl and Carol, 

Geiger, Sue Geiger, Garden City, Kan. , 50 

Rachel Gibson, Joey Wick, Don and Ellen, 

Horton, Cordell Irwin, Bradford, Ohio, 55 

Bryan Kerney, Bryn 
Marie Kerney, Sandra Deaths 
Koontz, Wayne Koontz, 
Grace Leatherman, John Allen, Emma Lou, 91 , North 

Mark Leatherman, Zach Manchester, lnd., Nov. 29 

Plank, Tim Saffel, Cindy Baker, Laura S., 88, 

Saffel, Tom Barnes, Sebring, Fla., Jan. 10 

Shirley Barnes Becker, Marcile Irene, 86, 
North Manchester, Ind., 

Anniversaries Nov. 7 
Buffenmyer, Melvin J., 78, 

Brounce, Howard and Leola, Pa., Nov. 23 
Janet, Aiken, S.C., 60 Butterworth, Elizabeth Ann, 

Brubaker, Dean and Grace, 90, Frederick, Md., Nov. 
Hollidaysburg, Pa. , 50 22 

Diehl, Robert and Butts, Roy Z., 93, Shippens-
Charlotte, Uniontown, burg, Pa. , Jan. 27 

Don Zigler 
Gardners Pa . 

Caldwell, Dorothy M., 82, 
East Freedom, Pa. , Feb. 15 

Carter, Mary Frances, 97, 
Chambersburg, Pa., Feb. 1 

Clements, Elizabeth J., 94, 
Palmyra, Pa., Feb. 17 

Crushong, Armatha Belle, 
90, Union Bridge, Md., 
Feb. 23 

Culler, Evelyn G., 85, 
Frederick, Md., July 24 

Dotterer, David Keefer, 88, 
Woodsboro, Md., Feb. 10 

Dubble, Carol Dave, 67, 
Palmyra, Pa., Jan. 30 

Duncan, Ralph M., 81, 
Floyd, Va., Feb. 23 

Dutrow, Theodore Franklin, 
75, Frederick, Md., Nov. 5 

Eller, Raymon E., 102, 
North Manchester, Ind. , 
Feb. 7 

Etter, Teresa A., 61 , 
Bradford, Ohio, Dec. 19 

Foreman, JoAnne G., 55, 
Pitsburg, Ohio, Jan. 27 

Fulk, Jean Mauzy, 84, 
Broadway, Va., Dec. 25 

Gabbard, Dorothy, 88, 
Dayton, Ohio, Jan. 26 

Garman, Clymer Cloy, 71 , 
Palmyra, Pa., Feb. 22 

Garner, Linda, 64, Franklin 
Grove, Ill. , Feb. 26 

Geib, David, 83, Cordova, 
Md., Jan. 25 

Gift, Donald W, 94, Ch.am-
bersburg, Pa., Jan. 22 

Helser, Mary Lyle, 87, 
Thornville, Ohio, Nov. 28 

Hess, Robert A., 84, 
Lancaster, Pa. , Feb. 6 

Hodgden, Merle Ray, 94, 
Kansas City, Kan., Feb. 6 

Hoffert, Joseph B., 91, 
Winona, Minn., Dec. 20 

Hoffman, Donald A. , 74, 
New Windsor, Md., 
Jan. 25 

Hoover, Sylvia Ann, 63 , 
Cambridge City, Ind., 
June 13 



Tell the story in drama 

We appreciated reading the story of Ted 
Studebaker that appeared in the December, 
2012, issue of MESSENGER. Along with 
other stories of volunteer workers, it 

available about Ted that was performed 
at the 2008 Annual Conference in 
Richmond,Va., which was our Brethren 
300th anniversary celebration. That 
drama, "Life Is Great, Yea!" written 

is interested in using the play script for a 
dramatic story, inspiring message, teaching 
moment, and faithful witness, contact 
Parkers, 92 Kendal Dr., Oberlin, Ohio 
44074, or djparker@oberlin.net. 

is a story to inspire. There is a drama 
by Don Parker, was also given at two 
district conferences in 2000. If anyone 

Don and Joyce Parker 
Oberlin, Ohio 

Turningpoints 
Howard, Jason Michael, 18, Shenk, Velma F., 74, Crater, Dory, Atl. N.E. Hospital, Harrisburg, Nettle Creek, 

Windber, Pa. , Aug. 11 Elizabethtown, Pa., Dist. (Swatara Hill, Pa. , Jan. 28 Hagerstown, Ind., Jan. 
Hummel, Harry W. Jr., 92, Jan. 24 Middletown, Pa.), July 15 Bowyer, Mark, from pas- 6 

Sebring, Fla., Feb. 13 Shirk, Glenn A., 76, Leola. Garman, Terry L., Virlina tor, Pleasant View, Meeks, Patricia L., pastor, 
Jones , Helen E., 92, Pa. , Oct. 11 Dist. (Green Hill, Elida, Ohio, to associate Sugar Creek West, 

Windber, Pa. , Sept. 2 Shober, Kent Brengle, 64, Salem, Va.), Jan. 27 pastor, Wakeman's Lima, Ohio, Jan. 15, 
Keet, Virginia L., 82, Mech - Frederick, Md. , Dec. 16 King, Kenneth R., Virlina Grove, Edinburg, Va., 2012 

anicsburg, Pa., Sept. 9 Smith, Amy Esther, 96, Dist. (Green Hill, Jan. 1 Moon, Samuel G ,, from 
King, George Edwards, Jr., Lebanon, Pa. , Jan . 18 Salem, Va.) , Jan. 27 Bozman, Paul, pastor, interim to pastor, 84, Hopewell, Va., Dec. 3 Snell, Marvin V. , 88, La Shelly, Christopher J., Atl. Center, Louisville, Ohio, Fairview, Oakland, Md., Klucher, June Anna Kuntz, Verne, Calif. , Feb. 6 N .E. Dist. (Lampeter, 

Jan. 6 Nov. 18 86, York, Pa., Dec. 29 Sollenberger, Ray A., 84, Pa,), Feb. 24 
Burkholder, Connie R., Morris, Robert E., pastor, Lambert, Anna Belle, 76, Everett, Pa., Feb. 21 Weaver, Kay M., At!. N.E. 

from team pastor, Tucson, Ariz. , Jan. 15 Stuarts Draft, Va,, Jan. 3 Sollenberger, S. Jay, 91 , Dist. (Lampeter, Pa,) , 
Lasiter, Elmer T. , Jr. , 94, Hollidaysburg, Pa ., May Feb. 24 

Monitor, McPherson, Mueller, John, team pas-
Frederick, Md., July 23 25, 2012 Kan., to pastor, tor, Jacksonville, Fla. , 

Leckrone, Martha Leona, Strite, Donella Jean, 63 , Ordinations Williamson Road, Jan. 6 
91, Silver Lake, Ind., Hagerstown, Md., Jan. 6 Roanoke, Va. , Jan. I Mueller, Mary L., team 
Dec. 13 Sturm, Lois D., 77, Davies, Jeanne, Tll ./Wis. Burkholder, Ryan, direc- pastor, Jacksonville, 

Lengel, Dorcas C., 87, Pine Williamsburg, Pa. , Dist. (Highland Avenue, tor of youth ministries, Fla. , Jan. 6 
Grove, Pa. , Jan. 8 Sept. 28 Elgin, Ill.) , Feb. 17 Akron, Pa., Jan. 20 Myers, Janet, director of 

Likens, Josephine Estella, Sweet, Robert Linwood, 78, McFadden, Rosanna Eller, Crain, Steven, campus children 's ministries, 
104, North Manchester, Staunton, Va. , July 31 N. Ind. Dist. (Creekside, pastor, McPherson Lititz, Pa., Feb. 18 
Ind., Jan. 26 Swick, Martha Moyers, 87, Elkhart, Ind.) , Dec. 23 College, McPherson, Nye, Paul E., pastor for 

Little, Norman C., 91, Broadway, Va ., Feb. 5 Miller, Ralph L., S. Pa. Kan,, July 1 visitation, Plymouth, 
North Manchester, Ind. , Switzer, Wendell H. , 70, Dist. (Madison Avenue, Deoleo, Ruben, pastor, Ind., Jan. 13 July 26 Glen Rock, Pa., Dec. 9 York, Pa.), Dec. 2 Renacer-Ephrata Powers, Thomas S. , from Ludwig, Eugene B., 85, Taylor, James Edward, 78, Reinhold, Charles H., Mid- Project, Ephrata, Pa., interim to pastor, Lancaster, Pa. , Jan. 17 Ashland, Ohio, Feb. 11 At!. Dist. (Frederick, Jan . 24 Masons Cove, Salem, McCormack, John H,, 95, Thompson, Ronald Lee, 85, Md.), Feb. 10 Duffey, Andrew, pastor, Va., Feb. I Hagerstown, Ind., Jan. J 1 Easton, Mo., Feb. 21 Saylor, Lee D., Mid. Pa. 

New Enterprise, Pa., Reed, Todd A, from inter-Moyers, Frances U. , 100, Unruh, Marvin, 91 , Dist. (Fairview, 
Harrisonburg, Va. , Jan. 28 Quinter, Kan,, Jan. 27 Williamsburg, Pa.) , Jan. 6 

Feb. 14 im to pastor, Cedar 
Muir, Ruby Marie, 94, Wolfe, Donna Haught, 82, Sollenberger, Joel R., S. Pa . Eberly, James W., pastor, Bluff, Boones Mill, Va ., 

North Manchester, Ind., Uniontown, Pa., Dec. 26 Dist. (Trinity, Bethel, Broadway, Va. , Feb. l 
Jan. 3 Yeazell, Gene E., 75 , Waynesboro, Pa.), Oct. 7 Jan. l Rike, Brody S,, pastor, 

Noble, George W., 88, Asheville, N.C., Feb. JO Finkbiner, Audrey J., from West Alexandria, Ohio, 
Mount Morris, Ill. , Feb. 8 Yingling, Norma Louise, Placements interim pastor of visita- Jan. 1 

Noll , Deborah Lynn, 53, 94, Union Bridge, Md., tion to coordinator of Snyder, Ernest M,, from 
Walkersville, Md., Aug. 27 Jan. 6 Adams, Philip L., from congregational care, pastor to associate pas-

Petty, Blanche I. , 93, Younkins , Austin Arnold, pastor, Independence, Palmyra, Pa., Dec. 2 tor, Tucson, Ariz., Jan, 
Dublin, Ind. , Jan . 9 85, Frederick, Md., Kan,, to pastor, Saint Fleener, Timothy E., pas- 15 

Pritchard, Conard Ray, 92, Dec. 28 Petersburg, Fla,, Dec. I tor, Richland, Pa. , Jan, I Yeazell, Carol, from inter-Dixon, IU. , Feb. 22 Ziegler, Raymond K., 89, Aukerman, Ruth, from Laird, Timothy J. , pastor, im team pastor to asso-Rhodes, Wayne, 88, Harleysville, Pa. , Jan. 14 associate pastor, Union Cerro Gordo, Ill., Nov. ciate pastor, His Way, Wichita, Kan. , Oct. 12 
Roberts, John Milton, 62, Licensing 

Bridge, Md., to pastor, 4 Mills River, N,C,, Dec. 

Dayton, Ohio, Jan. 17 Glade Valley, WalkersviUe, Lake, Leslie, music minis- 16 

Rohrer, Helen M., 91, Barr, Richard, At!. N.E. Md., Nov. I ter, Paradise, Smithville, Yeazell, David, from inter-
QuarryviUe, Pa. , Jan. 12 Dist. (Mount Zion Bidgood Enders, Gregory, Ohio, and Chippewa, im team pastor to pas-

Rohrer, Robert Charles, 84, Road, Lebanon, Pa .), chaplain, Community Creston, Ohio, Nov. I tor, His Way, Mills 
Frederick, Md. , Oct. 11 Feb. 17 General Osteopathic Mackie, Brian J., pastor, River. , N .C., Dec. l 6 
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Editorial 

Paying attention 
Aframed, black-and-white photograph of 

my great uncle Ray hangs on a wall in 
my home office. He is wearing a white shirt and 

suspenders, and is leaning against a pole supporting a wood
shingled overhang, part of a sagging barn-like structure that 
was about to be torn down. My cousin wanted to take a picture 
of it before it was gone, so he asked his dad to stand on the 
porch and snapped one frame with a large-format camera. 

I have been drawn to that picture for decades. I wasn't sure 
why, at first, but as I grew older it dawned on me. It was the 

RANDY MILLER 
MESSENGER EDITOR 

suspenders and the white shirt, and the 
way Ray had his arms folded that 
reminded me of my own grandfather. I 
had seen my grandfather only rarely, on 
occasional visits we made from our 
home in Illinois to Portland, Ore., when 
I was a kid. I remember him as a gentle, 
quiet man with poor eyesight and large 
hands. He raised flowers, and was espe
cially proud of his fuchsias. Although I 
never knew him well, I liked him a lot. 
When you're young, you learn things 
about life you never know you're learn

ing until much later- usually when it's too late to thank the 
ones who've taught you. And you realize-also too late- that 
you should have been paying better attention. 

Recently, students from my writing class were squeezed 
next to me at a booth in a vintage American diner, complete 

things in the universe that are worth our attention. Consider 
this from Psalm 8: "O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is 
your name in all the earth! When I look at your heavens, the 
work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have 
established; what are human beings that you are mindful of 
them, mortals that you care for them?" 

As I sat with my students, these lines from Jackson 
Browne's song "The Pretender" came to mind: "I've been 
aware of the time going by. They say in the end it's the wink 
of an eye." We're hardly aware of the moment we're in until 
it's past. And we' re hardly aware of the past unless some 
sentimental teacher presses our noses in it for a writing 
assignment. 

In the movie Field of Dreams, Doc Graham reflects on his 
youthful hopes of playing major league baseball. After sitting on 
the bench for weeks in his first-and only-season, he finally 
gets to play in right field for half an inning. What was it like? 
asks Ray Kinsella, who's traveled a long way to talk to him. 

"It was like coming this close to your dreams, and then 
watching them brush past you like a stranger in a crowd," Doc 
says. "At the time, you don't think much of it. Hardly anybody 
recognizes the most significant moments of their lives when 
they're happening. Back then I just figured there'd be plenty 
more days. I didn't know that would be the only one." 

Of course, we can't be paying attention all the time- at 
least not in the "mindfulness" sense of the word. That would 
be exhausting. Sometimes you just have to drive to the market 
to buy dog food and frozen peas. Still, some things are worth 

We're hardly aware of the moment we're in until it's past. And we're 
hardly aware of the past unless some sentimental teacher presses 
our noses in it for a writing assignment. 

with Naugahyde benches and a silver cash register with big 
plastic push-buttons. Their assignment was to observe their 
surroundings and write something creative. The power of 
exposition is in the details, I told them. 

How much do we overlook in our rush through life? We 
may get a lot done, but at the end of the day-or at the end of a 
life- how much of it did we really see and experience? We're 
reminded in scripture that there are some pretty fascinating 

our time and attention, whether it's in noticing a su?set, a 
smile, or making a photograph. 

My students hurried off to their next class, having paid 
attention to the moment just long enough to jot notes for their 
assignment. 

In a cemetery a few blocks west of the diner, Ray lies quiet
ly next to Aunt Marie. I imagine him wearing suspenders, and 
hope he's resting peacefully. li! 

. COMING.iN 1viA;,:· A ~~nsc}entious objector in the war on cancer-a look at how militaristic language may shape 
our thoughts about medical treatment. . . ,, 
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Charlotte, North Carolina • June 29-July 3, 2013 

Go towww.brethren.org/ ac 
click the Information Packet link for: 

• Hotel information 
• Conference schedule 
• Registration information 
• Meal events 
• Children's and youth activities 
• Volunteer opportunities 
• and more! 

See you in Charlotte! 

Online registration ends June 4, 2013 
_JL 

7V 
Questions? Email annualconference@brethren.org or call 847-742-5100 ext. 365 Church of the Brethren 
2012 Annual Conforcnc<' photo by Glenn Riegel 

Annual Conference exists to unite, strengthen, and equip the Church of the Brethren to follow Jesus. 



o:--~ ----~,;;,, ==-,.__ 
/ 

-@ 

HILLCREST 
A Remarkable Brethren Community ........................................... 
• In following our Brethren roots of Peacefully, Simply, Together 

• On-site full-time Chaplain, vesper services 

• Three Brethren churches within 5 miles of Hillcrest 

• University of La Verne is walking distance from Hillcrest and 
offers senior audit programs 

• The Interfaith Festival, Doctor's Symphony and shuttles to 
cultural art activities 

• Community Gardens 

• Great location, campus and weather 

• Hillcrest offers all levels of care. You will be welcomed with 
open arms and enjoy the love and comfort of lifelong friends! 

Remarkable Residents 

{ Residmis Jerry & Berkley Davis } 
Jerry and Berkley Davis are very involved 
at Hillcrest, participating in several 
aspects of campus life. Jerry heads up 
Channel 3, the community's in-house 
television station, while Berkley serves 
on the management team of the Hill

crest gift shop and assists with the production of "Hillcrest Happenings;' 
the community's resident newsletter. "There is more to do and learn here 
than one can imagine;' says Jerry:' "I think we made a good choice in Hillcrest!" 

{ ResukntSlumtzldB!wgat} 
"Hillcrest, a model community for 
retirement: orderly not chaotic, 
unambiguously secure living with 
caring residents, friendly responsive 
associates and staff, top-rated 
physical facilities for swimming, 

exercising, dining, nursing and healthcare. You are in experienced 
hands at Hillcrest, why go anywhere else?" 

........................................... 
{ Chafla:in TomHostetler} 
"Hillcrest. .. what a great place to 
live and work! As chaplain, I am 
privileged to participate in the 
spiritual life of many of the residents 
and the community as a whole. 
Opportunities abound for worship 

at all levels of care; bible studies, phone devotions, sharing and 
inspiration to meet a variety of needs and expectations. The care 
for neighbors, the interaction and activity of residents, the desire 
to learn and grow, and the beautiful facilities and surroundings all 
work together to make Hillcrest a remarkable place. Come and see!" 

A Remarkable Retirement Community® 

2705 Mountain View Dr., La Verne, CA 91750 
909.392.4375 I www.LivingatHillcrest.org 




