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Since l 901, The Inglenook Cookbook has been bringing 

generations together. The New Inglenook Cookbook continues that 

tradition by assembling over 350 recipes from today's kitchens in a 

cookbook that speaks to the values we share. 

PRE-ORDER FROM BRETHREN PRESS 

SAVE UP TO 40% OFF 

THE RETAIL PRICE OF $28 

Order up to 9 copies and save 25% 

(pre-publication price of $21) 

Order 10 or more copies and save 40% 

(pre-publication price of $16.80) 

Pre-publication orders must be 
placed by April 15, 2013. 

Check with your congregation for group ordering 
information. Standard shipping rates apply. 
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www.inglenookcookbook.org 
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8 Revelation at the Paradise Diner 
Sometimes God speaks to us in unusual ways and in unusual places

such as truck stop diners with Naugahyde booths, dishes like Heavenly 

Stew on the menu, and unexpected visitors named Michael. 

14 Entrusted with the message: Peter, Paul...;.and Marty? 
When it comes to mission styles, one size does not fit all, and one 

approach is not necessarily better than another. Paul did things his way, 

Peter did things his way. And Marty-well, you'll have to read on to find 

out about that approach. 

18 Inspired by the sweet aroma of Easter 
The Gospel of Mark ends abruptly, and scholars have long speculated as 

to the reason for this. "Did he lose his train of thought or run out of 

paper? Was the original ending lost because of a scribal error?" Chris 

Keating ponders these questions in his examination of Mark's writings. 

Then suggests: "Mark's enigmatic ending guides us back to the place 

where Jesus is at work, confronting fear, announcing the reign of God . 

Jesus' resurrected presence confronts our fear, mobilizing our frozen 

feet for works of discipleship. Very soon the aroma of resurrection will 

replace the smell of fear." 
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- FromthePublisher 

S ome speculate that Brethren meetinghouses were the 
first churches to have kitchens, thanks to the culinary 

needs of love feast. Perhaps this means that we can claim credit for 
the first church potlucks. Of course, there are plenty of other groups that 
think they are the first or the best at eating together. Whatever the true his

WENDY MCFADDEN 
PUBLISHER 

tory, we can be sure that Brethren have been eating 
well for a long time. 

Many Brethren have a well-worn and food-stained 
copy of The Inglenook Cookbook, first published in 
1901 as an incentive for those who subscribed to the 
Inglenook magazine. Various editions were published 
later, with the Granddaughter's Inglenook Cookbook 
published in 1942. 

The Inglenook magazine lasted only a baker's 
dozen of years, but the cookbooks have continued to 
feed us for generations. And now, The New Inglenook 
Cookbook is almost out of the oven. Brethren Press is 
offering pre-publication discounts until April 15, and 

the book will debut this summer at Annual Conference. 
Why should a religious publishing house produce a cookbook? Well, first 

of all, congregational cookbooks are a tradition that persists apparently 
because these collections represent the warm fellowship of the church com
munity. Most likely every reader of MESSENGER has more than one in the 
cupboard. My oldest one is a randomly organized, typed book with a comb 
binding and no index. When I leaf through the pages, I remember the indi
viduals whose names are on the recipes. 

For the Church of the Brethren, though, I like to think that a cookbook 
also represents something deep and essential about who we are. After all, we 
are a people whose central ordinance is a feast of love. We are a people who 
believe that we are wiser when we are together. We are a people who take 
seriously the scriptural passages about food: share your loaves and fish, feed 
the stranger, receive the bread that is broken for you. One Brethren theolo
gian has suggested that the first step toward church renewal is to have more 
church potlucks. 

God's presence is tangible when we are gathered at the table. Perhaps a 
community cookbook is a little like our hymnal-another meaningful 
resource for the life we hold in common. A hymn sounds best when sung in 
harmony. And food tastes best when it's shared with others. 
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Brethren Disaster Relief Auction 
volunteers from Atlantic Northeast and 
Southern Pennsylvania assembled 
1,000 Emergency Clean-up Buckets for 

lntouch 

Still more buckets 
for disaster relief 

0 n Friday, December 14, 150 Brethren Disaster 
Relief Auction volunteers from the Atlantic Northeast and 

Southern District of Pennsylvania assembled 1,000 Emergency Clean-up 
Buckets for victims of Hurricane Sandy at Florin Church of the Brethren 
in Mt. Joy, Pennsylvania- and they did it in 60 minutes. A Clean-up Bucket 
is a large plastic bucket tightly filled with 58 items needed by people to 
clean up after a disaster, such as cleaning supplies, detergents, disinfec
tants, trash bags, gloves, and insect repellent. 

The assembly of 1000 Emergency Clean-up Buckets at one place and 
one time had never been attempted before. Most are donated in smaller 
amounts by churches or individuals. Last May, 500 were assembled at the 
same location in two hours. Following Hurricane Katrina in 2005, the 
auction assembled 30,000 school kits in three hours during the annual 
auction at the Lebanon, Pa., Expo Center. This feat has not been duplicat
ed since. The estimated assembled value of the 1,000 buckets is $100,000. 

Even though the auction is held once a year in September, its charitable 
activities continue year-round, including sending volunteers to areas 
affected by natural and human-caused disasters. 

victims of Hurricane Sandy The BDRA of the Atlantic 
Northeast and Southern 

Pennsylvania districts was founded in 1977 and has raised more than 
$12,000,000 for disaster relief, both domestically and internationally. 
-David L. Farmer 

by the numbers 

Number of deaths among Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EVN-the Church of t he 
Brethren in Nigeria) members attributed to violence in that country since since the 
extremist lslamist sect Boko Haram began terrorist operations there around 2009 
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Reflecting on 99 years lNith Arcadia 

Rachael Bail, daughter of the founding pas
tor, reflects on her family's century-long 

relationship to Arcadia (Fla.) Church of the 
Brethren as they continue to own the original parsonage 
and other homes surrounding the church. 
Now living in Washington, D.C., she is 
a retired journalist who has worked for 
the St. Petersburg Times, among other 
newspapers, and a former editor and 
US Supreme Court correspondent for 
Voice of America: 

"My father, S.W (Samuel Wishert) 
Bail, wound up buying land in Arcadia, 
Fla., and nearby because another 
Brethren preacher advertised the 
property in the church publication, 
the Gospel Messenger, saying there was 
a Brethren colony there. However, it 
turned out that was not the case. 

Photo courtesy of Susan Baumel 

"When my father and mother went to Arcadia in 1914, it 
was not an easy trip from Washington, Pa., where they were 
living on the family farm. My father had ordered the Crist 
Company to build a family home for us and six rental houses 
on two city blocks. At that time Arcadia was a center of the 
Florida cattle industry. My father was a dairy farmer and 
these were beef cattle, complete with ranches that spread 

100,000 acres or more. 
"In the end, with help from John Roehling, whose father 

built the Brooklyn Bridge in New York City, my father 
funded the construction of Arcadia Church of the Brethren. 

"There was very little drainage in Arcadia at the time. 
When it rained, there was serious 
flooding, and the Arcadians used to 
refer to these houses as being on 'Bail's 
lakefront: My father invested in a 200-
acre citrus grove in Lake Placid with 
healthcare professionals, Dr. McSwain 
and pharmacist Jake Wey, while 
devoting weekends to preaching and 
converting members. 

"Today we are celebrating the 
centennial of one block of those houses 
including our family home, which 
served as the parsonage at the time. 

"I grew up in Arcadia, which 
frequently lives up to its idyllic name, and am hoping that 
we can finally realize the dream of the Brethren colony 
that my father thought he bought by filling the houses he 
built and the Church of the Brethren across the street with 
parishioners." 

Find out more about Arcad ia Church of the Brethren at www.arcadiacob.org . 

Contact the Bai l family at rachbail@yahoo.com. 

Elgin area youth collect food for 
MLK day at Brethren offices 

cat Gong 

Youth from across the 
city of Elgin came 
together in the spirit of ser
vice on Jan. 21 to sort and dis
tribute the estimated four tons 
of food donated by churches and 
other organizations. The food 
went to a number of local food 
pantries. This was Elgin's second 
annual Martin Luther King Day 
food collection hosted by the 
church's General Offices. 
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OMA holds annual retreat 
The Outdoor Ministry Association of the Church of 
the Brethren held its annual retreat in November at Camp 
Harmony in Hooversville, Pa. Sixteen camps were represented 

at the retreat. At the retreat, 
Margaret and John Jones 
(left) and Marlin Houff 
(right) were honored by 
members of the Outdoor 
Ministry Association for 30 
and 32 years of service, 
respectively, at Church of the 
Brethren camps. Margaret 
and John Jones have served 
as managers at Camp 
Myrtlewood in Myrtle Point, 
Ore., since 1983 and will 

retire in September. Marlin Houff has been administrator at 
Camp Swatara in Bethel, Pa., since 1981, and will retire in June. 

Bittersweet in Puerto Rico 
The Bittersweet Gospel Band was in Puerto Rico 
from Jan. 14-21 for the Annual Asamblea of the Churches 
of the Brethren in Puerto Rico, held this year at Castaner 
Iglesias de los Hermanos. The band included Gilbert Romero 
from Los Angeles, Calif.; Dan and Abby Shaffer from western 
Pennsylvania; Leah Hileman from Florida; Trey Curry 
and Scott Duffey from Staunton, Va. Duffey delivered the 
message for the opening worship based on the conference 
theme from Isaiah 40:9, "Lift Up Your Voice." The band 
played four worship concerts while in Puerto Rico, including 
concerts at the congregations at Arecibo and Bayamon, and 
at a rehabilitation center. At Bayamon, the band presented a 
guitar as a gift to the congregation from Staunton Church of 
the Brethren. Lillian Reyes, pastor of the Bayamon church, 
received the gift and immediately passed it on to a teenage girl 
in the congregation who had expressed a desire to take guitar 
lessons and play for church, but had no instrument. 

LANDMARKS and laurels 
e The Church of the Brethren has "made" the 

list of organizations and celebrities identified by the 
NRA as "anti-gun!' The list-referred to in the blogosphere as 
the "NRA enemies list"-is numerous and includes several 
Christian denominations as well as the YWCA, American 
Medical Association, American Bar Association, US Conference 
of Mayors, National Association of Police Organizations, and 
many many more. Find the list as reported by the Conversative 
Daily News at www.conservativedailynews.com/2013/0l/ 
ma-publishes-list-of-gun-control-advocates. 

YEARS 
ROCK CHURCH 
r , r 

e Black Rock Church of the Brethren in 
Glenville, Pa., established in 1738, is celebrating its 

275th year of serving Christ and community in the Southern 
Pennsylvania District. Black Rock was the fourth Church of 
the Brethren planted in North America, and the first west of 
the Susquehanna River. Throughout 2013, the congTegation 
will highlight aspects of their history with events that cele
brate their legacy, communicate present activity, and outline 
the future vision of the church. Plans are underway for a 
spring fair, a summer focus on service to the community, and 
a fall festival and homecoming weekend. 

Remembered 
Marvin W. Thill, 78, a former district executive in the 
Church of the Brethren, died on Dec. 19, 2012, at his heme 
in Stockton, Ill. He was a retired ordained Church of the 
Brethren minister who served as Missouri/ Arkansas District 
executive as well as pastor of a number of congregations in 
Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska, and Washington State. He also 
was a supporter of the denomination's older adult ministry 
and was instrumental in coordinating bus transportation to 
National Older Adult Conference (NOAC) for hundreds of 
older adults. He was married to Betty Folkens. In 1997 he 
retired to the Stockton area and pastored in Freeport, Ill. 
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Reflections 

Breaking the chain of hatred 
''And remember the truth that once was spoken; to love 
another person is to see the face of God." 

Abroken, beaten man is huddled outside 
the walls of a church. Released on parole 
after 20 years of hard labor, he is homeless, 

unemployed, and barely alive. A bishop finds the man and 
offers him what little he has-a warm meal and bed in 
which to rest. But, like a scared animal, the man distrusts 

GABRIELLA STOCKSDALE 

the kindness given to him. With no 
prospects in sight, he steals silverware 
and silver plates from the bishop and 
runs. The police catch him and bring 
Jean Valjean back to the bishop. 

It is one of the early scenes in the 
movie Les Miserables, and what follows 
shocks us, even though, as followers of 
Jesus, it probably shouldn't. The bishop 
tells the police that he had given the 
silver to Valjean, and then gives Valjean 
some silver candlesticks as well. 
Nothing is required prior to this-no 

repentance nor promises to never steal again. It's a moment of 
complete grace with no conditions. 

That simple act of unfettered grace changes Val jean. He real-

someone steals your silverware, give him your silver candle
sticks as well." 

Jesus tells us we shouldn't retaliate against our wrongdoers. 
No, quite the opposite, we should break the chain of hatred just 
like the bishop did. 

This message of grace and redemption is a story we often 
think we know. However, the act of giving more silver to the 
one who just committed a robbery remains shocking, not just 
in Jesus' time nor during the period in which Les Miserables 
was set, but today as well. 

We naturally want to put conditions on grace. If we are to 
forgive a thief, we want to see some remorsefulness and hear a 
promise that the person will never do it again. If we give 
money, we want to make sure it is spent appropriately by the 
needy person. We even want the state to make sure people get
ting aid are needy enough, and often demand that they undergo 
drug tests before they receive help. 

Why is that? We Christians have had more than 2000 years 
to understand Jesus' teachings, yet the idea of grace without 
conditions still seems foreign. As followers of Jesus, maybe we 
should try just a little harder to grasp it. It certainly isn't easy, 
but we can work to extend grace to all: those who beg for it, as 
well as those who seem to not even acknowledge the gift. 

The church is not a social club with rules of admission. The 
price of entry has been paid-for all. We can meet people 

We Christians have had more than 2000 years to understand Jesus' teachings, 

yet the idea of grace without conditions still seems foreign. 
As followers of Jesus, maybe we should become a bit more familiar. 

izes that if he can accept this act of grace, he might also have the 
ability to offer grace to others. He becomes a new person, dis
playing love and mercy in many ways throughout the film. 

In stark contrast to this grace-filled way of living is the rigid 
legalism ofValjean's parole officer Javert. Throughout the film, 
Javert seeks to make Val jean fully pay for his crimes. In the 
end, Javert is doomed by his own unwillingness to open his 
eyes to the gift of grace. 

Reflecting on this, I am reminded of the words of Jesus: 
"You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth.' But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if 
anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; and 
if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak 
as well" (Matt. 5:38-40). I suppose the bishop could add, "If 
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where they are, even as they overcome their needs, addictions, 
and destructive habits. All of us are weak and struggling indi
viduals, equally in need of experiencing that same grace and 
open door. 

At the end of Les Miserables, the cast sings the following 
words: "And remember the truth that once was spoken; to love 
another person is to see the face of God." 

Let's try to make a habit of accepting grace, even from 
strangers, and freely offering grace, even to enemies. As we live 
through this chapter of our own story, let us love one another 

as we seek the face of God. li! 

Gabriella Stocksdale, a high school student, is a member of Highland Avenue Church 

of the Brethren, in Elgin, Ill. 



theBuzz 

uDiscipleship means learning how to 
follow Jesus and obey his teachings, and 
Jesus taught us to do some really 
difficult things: forgive 77 times, feed the 
hungry, renounce violence, love our 
enemies, suffer for what is right. So we 
need regular and transforming 
experiences of God's grace." 

-Todd Friesen, lead pastor of Lombard Mennonite Church 
in west suburban Chicago 

ucultural Christianity'-religious belief and 
practice that's 'just obvious' because it's 
been inherited from one's parents and 
culture-is largely a thing of the past. The 
burden is now on believers to show why 
their tradition is still relevant in today's 
world. As we know, many of our friends 
and critics doubt that it still is." 

--Philip Clayton, interim vice president for academic affairs and dean of 
Claremont School of Theology 
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►The Arkansas state 
Senate voted Jan. 29 by a 

margin of 28-4 to pass a bill 
that would allow concealed 
guns in churches. The bill, 
called the Church Protection 
Act of 2013 (SB 71), was 
authored by Arkansas state 
Sen. Bryan King (R-Green 
Forest) and would repeal the '5 current ban on concealed 
handguns in churches or 

U other places of worship. 

►God plays a role in 
determining which team 
wins at sports events-so 
say more than a quarter 
of Americans, according 
to a survey by the Public 
Religion Research Institute. 
The survey also found that 
more than half of Americans 
believe "God rewards 
athletes who have faith with 
good health and success." 

►A new study by University 
of Washington sociologists 
suggests that worship at 
megachurches may induce 
a drug-like spiritual "high" 
that helps explain these 

congregations' success. 
Scientists note that large 
gatherings around shared 
experiences, from concerts 
to football games, can trigger 
physiological reactions 
and "feelings of joy and 
transcendence." They say 
the brain releases a specific 
chemical, oxytocin, at 
higher rates during such 
events-and the study 
indicates that worshipping 
at megachurches can have 
similar effects. 

►The National Council of 
Churches is celebrating 
a formal agreement 
involving Reformed 
churches and the US 
Roman Catholic Church 
to recognize one another's 
baptisms. "This is a long 
anticipated and historic 
occasion," said Antonios 
Kireopoulos, NCC associate 
general secretary, Faith 
& Order and Interfaith 
Relations. "It is a major leap 
forward for ecumenical 
cooperation involving 
millions of Christians." 

Heard 'round the world .. ......... ..... .. . . .......................... . 
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"You don't need a PhD in· New 
Testament ethics to realize a Jesus-like 
love kind of rules out blowing your 
enemies away with a semi-automatic." 
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co-founder of the Peace Tree Community 
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"I have to keep reminding myself that the past is 
the past, and we have to learn how to be church 
now. So that's also the most exciting thing: 
we're off the map now. We are trying new things 
and seeing what God is going to do with them." 

. . ..... . ....... .. . ......... .. . .......... . .. ........... . .. .......... . .. ......... . .. .......... .. 
■•• Ill ■ .... . ... · .· 

-Dennis Sanders, associate pastor at First Christian Church {Disciples of Christ) in Minneapolis 
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Thomas glanced at the dashboard 
clock. It was a little past noon and 
he still had two hours to go. May as 

well stop for lunch. He smiled. His wife always said, 
"Look for a place that has a lot of trucks and you'll have 
good food." The parking lot of the Paradise Diner was 
almost full. It's worth a try, he thought. 

The diner was crowded but he found a vacant booth. 
He sat down and looked over the menu. "Coffee;' he 
said to the waitress whose name tag read Sophia, "and 
then I'll have the Trinity Club Sandwich." 

The menu boasted some interesting fare, including 
an appetizer called Celestial Beginnings, and main 
menu items called Heavenly Stew and Filet of Soul. 
For dessert, there was angel food cake and devil's food 
cake, plus something called Chocolate Decadence. 

Thomas stared into his cup. This trip just before 
Easter wasn't something he wanted to do, but it was 
necessary. Holy week was a busy time for his church 
and his family. As a faithful member of his church, he 
preferred to be home. He thought of the usual Easter 
sunrise service, and the morning worship which 
followed. They were joyous experiences that affirmed 
the Easter message. 
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But this year he somehow didn't feel ready for 
Easter. Again, he found himself wondering what 
resurrection was all about. Beyond the talked-about 
joy of expecting to see loved ones who went before, not 
much was said anymore about heaven. And beyond the 
scary novels talking about the rapture and being left 
behind in an age of horrendous suffering, not much 
was said about hell. 

His thoughts began to snowball. Easter is about 
eternal life. IfI don't know what heaven or hell 
is like, how can I really be enthusiastic about the 
Resurrection? More to the point, if I don't believe in 
heaven or hell, then what is the importance of the 
Resurrection? He almost felt ashamed of his questions. 
Still, to ask them seemed to Thomas more like hunger 
than lack of faith. A phrase from one of the stories of 
Jesus drifted into his consciousness and he silently said 
the words to himself: "I believe; help my unbelief!" 

"It's very crowded here. Do you mind if I sit with 
you?" Startled, Thomas almost spilled his coffee. A 
pleasant looking man stood at the end of the booth. "Of 
course," Thomas said. "Let me get my stuff out of your 
way." 

"Thanks," the man said as he scooted in. "My name 



is Michael Angelos." He stuck out his hand. Thomas 
shook it and responded, "Glad to meet you. My name is 
Thomas Dotter." 

Sophia showed up. "Your food is coming up," she 
said to Thomas. Then, to Michael, "Nice to see you 
again, Mr. Angelos. What'll you have?" Michael didn't 
hesitate. "I'll have The Easter Special," he said. Then 
he looked at Thomas. "So how can I help you?" he 
asked. 

"Me?" he asked. 
''Yeah," Michael said. "You just called to the Lord 

for help with your unbelief. I was in the area and got 
the message, so I'm here." 

Thomas was dumbfounded. He thought to himself, 
"Maybe I should just excuse myself, tell him I'm in a 
hurry, and leave." 

"Don't do that," Michael said. "Don't be afraid. And 
don't blow this chance. Not everybody has this kind of 
opportunity. Just think of me as Michael the angel, and 
you as Thomas the doubter. Let's talk." 

The fact that his last name, Dotter, sounded a lot 
like doubter had never occurred to him, and he really 
didn't like the inference. Michael touched his arm 
kindly. "Don't be offended," he said. "It's unfortunate 

that people give Thomas a bad name, when all he really 
wanted was to understand more deeply." 

Thomas thought a moment. He didn't have anything 
to lose. Ifhe was dreaming, he'd wake up, and if not, 
maybe he'd learn something. 

"OK," he said. ''You need to know .. . " he stopped. 
"Oh, I forget. You probably already know." 

"No, no. Go ahead," Michael said. ''You need to say 
it, and I want to hear it." 

Thomas began. "First of all, I don't have any trouble 
in doubting the Resurrection. It's a promise about life 
now and later, a promise of my faith which I cherish. 
But it's nice for me that the best of my rational faculties 
also sees it as a logical extension of creation. 

Michael nodded. "Go on!" 
Thomas continued. "If we take Einstein's rule that 

mass equals energy, then if the mass changes form or 
weight, and some of its material form disappears into 
energy, nothing is actually lost. It is simply present in 
another form. My faith operates under the same kind 
of reasonable understanding. Life as a created material 
form may change, but it will not be lost. There is a way 
it will be preserved. If not, then it is the only form of 
creation I know as a scientist which does not fit the 
economy experienced in everything else that I know." 

"Interesting concept;' Michael nodded, "not unlike 
some of Paul's writings to the church at Corinth, as 
found in 1 Corinthians 15 and 2 Corinthians 5." 

Thomas ignored the text quoting, much as he did 
while listening to sermons. "My question," he said, "has 
to do with what resurrection will be like. Ministers 
don't talk much about heaven and hell. If I don't 
know what to expect, how can I really be happy about 
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resurrection? I recently read a book called The Five 
People You Will Meet in Heaven. Is that what's it's going 
to be like?" 

Michael smiled. ''Well, maybe yes; ·maybe no," he 
said. "That's an interesting story and certainly well 
intentioned. But let's start a different place. Let's look 
at the images of heaven in the New Testament." 

"I don't remember any place where it says, 'Heaven 
will be like this,"' Thomas said. 

Michael rattled off a list. "Matthew 5: 34: It's the 
dwelling place of God. Matthew 6:20: It is a secure 
place where neither moth nor rust corrupt. Matthew 
10:7: The kingdom of heaven is at hand, right now. 
Matthew 8:11: It will be like a great celebration feast 
a king gives his son. Matthew 13:33: It's like leaven, 
it infects and influences wherever it is. John 14:1: It's 
like a house with many rooms. That means a place for 
everyone, which also means heaven doesn't have a 'no 
vacancy' sign, and everyone already has a reservation." 

"You know all this stuff by heart?" Thomas 
interrupted. 

"Absolutely," Michael responded. "It's Angel 
Messenger Preparation Study-AMPS 101, for short. It's 
under the High Power Resources in our curriculum. 

Thomas grinned. "Of course it is! OK, so that means 
everyone is going to get there, right?" 

Michael nodded. "Everyone will appear in God's 
presence." 

Thomas pressed on. "So St. Peter, or someone, is 
going to be there to let us in or keep us out, which 
means we will either enter heaven or be told in a nice 
way to go to hell, right?" 

Michael flinched but managed to keep his voice 
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calm. "We have to clarify what God is like before we 
talk about procedure. Remember that Jesus said that 
he and the Father were one. So we have some vision of 
the style of the kingdom of heaven in Jesus himself and 
in the things which Jesus said about the Father. For 
instance, 'What man of you, if his son asks for bread, 
would give him a stone? Or ifhe asks for a fish, would 
give him a serpent? If you, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will the 
Father give to you?'" 

Thomas started to say something, but Michael 
went on. "Notice we're talking about an attribute of 
God, the way God thinks and works. Think about the 
story of the Prodigal Son. Remember the father, who 
does not force the son to stay at home, gives him the 
resources to leave, and then checks day after day, 
weeping, praying, hoping, waiting to see if the son 
will come home? And when he sees him, he rushes to 
meet him and welcomes him with open arms? There 
is no upbraiding for the stupidity of blowing a family 
fortune, no mention of retribution or punitive action, 
nothing like half an eternity incarceration without 
parole, just a loving hug and a celebration party." 

"But .. . " Thomas began. 
Michael held up his hand. "Bear with me little 

longer," he said. "I'm building a picture here. Let me 
finish and then we'll discuss. There are two more 
examples about heaven you need to hear. Matthew 
25:31-46 is the story of the king who calls all the 
people together and says to some on the right hand, 
"Come, you blessed of the Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you. I was hungry and you gave me food, 
thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you 
welcomed me, naked and you clothed me . . .. " 

"I can't wait any longer," Thomas blurted out, "I 
also remember that a whole bunch who didn't do those 
things got thrown out. I don't remember the exact 
quote, but it went something like, 'Depart from me, you 



"My question/' he said, "has to do with what resurrection 
will be like. Ministers don't talk much about heaven and hell. 
If I don't know what to expect, how can I really be happy 
about resurrection?" 

cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels.' That doesn't sound like the kind of 
party I'm interested in." 

"Hey:' Michael said. ''You deserve a high-five. Your 
quote about those who didn't respond as they should 
have was almost exact.'' 

Thomas relaxed and grinned. "Do I get gold stars 
for that?" 

"Not exactly," Michael said. "Gold stars and merit 
pay are not a part of the kingdom of heaven reward 
system. You're already a Grand Prize Winner, however, 
through a truth called grace.'' 

"Oh," Thomas said. ''You mean that amazing thing 
we sing about?" 

"Exactly;' Michael said. 
"Well, I don't understand it," Thomas replied. 
"Not unusual," Michael said. "It's one of the hardest 

and least understood promises in scripture. Let's go 
back to your question about being cursed and being 
sent into everlasting fire with the devil and his angels. 
Those are culturally dated ways of saying things. 
You're not thinking in kingdom of heaven categories. 
There's nothing in the story about going someplace 
outside of heaven. The 'depart from me' may well mean 
something like, 'So you've chosen to be separate from 
me. You have to do that while you're with me here in 
my kingdom. Separate is where you'll be for as long as 
you choose to be there. And it won't be comfortable. It 
may well feel like fire as long as you are there.'" 

"But it doesn't say that," Thomas blurted out. "I 
didn't always do those things the king talks about in 
the story, so I'm not looking forward to that kind of 
judgment. In fact, it scares the hell into me." 

"Nice little turn of the phrase," Michael grinned. 
Then, more seriously, he said, "Let's look a little more 
at the story. In the story, the countenance of the king 
is in the face of the king's subjects. In the plight of our 

brothers and sisters, in the face of our neighbors, we 
see the face and the person of Christ. We ought to be 
doing what we do not for reward, but because it is the 
compassionate and kingdom-style loving thing to do. 
So look at it this way. Those who were surprised at 
being offered the kingdom asked, 'When did we see 
you? How can we be rewarded for something when we 
were not working for a reward, but just living in your 
kingdom way?' And those who were sent away were 
indignant. 'When did we see you? You know that if we 
had known what we had to do to please you, we would 
have done it.' Which actually means, 'How can we 
be happy doing what we are supposed to do without 
thinking about having the guaranteed reward we 
expect if we do it?"' 

"So?" Thomas said. 
"Well," Michael responded, "think of it this way. 

If we want to be absolutely right by knowing our 
righteousness through comparing it with another's 
wrongness, if life is a series of decisions as to whether a 
thing must be done to get the wanted reward, then we 
will be surprised. As long as the kingdom is with us and 
among us, then we need to be faithful without a score 
sheet, realizing there is enough challenge and joy in 
the tasks themselves without any thought of building 
up gold stars for a reward. Don't forget the story of the 
father and the two brothers. There's a similarity. The 
younger brother had departed from the father's house. 
He was miserable. He came home. There was rejoicing. 
The older brother was already at home, and he was 
miserable, day in and day out." 

"But," Thomas interrupted, "doesn't that mean that 
we can do anything we want so long as we confess and 
return? What's to keep us from doing whatever we 
want without fear of being punished?" 

"Think for a minute," Michael said. "Do you actually 
believe that the younger son was having a good time? 
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You're not thinking that it was better than being in the 
father's house are you? Obviously it wasn't because he 
came to his senses and wanted to come home. But the 
older brother was home and he's angry. '.How is it,' he 
asks his father, 'that I've worked all these years and you 
do more for this squandering brother than for me?' He 
was upset and wouldn't even come to the celebration. 
Do you remember the father's sad answer? 'Son, you 
are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.' Or, to 
put it in your kind oflanguage, 'Be cool, Son; our life 
together is the party. You are already in it. Enjoy it."' 

Thomas still didn't get it. 
Michael said, "Let me ask you, was the elder son 

in heaven or in hell? The father didn't have to say, 
'Depart from me.' The eldest son had already departed; 
he was already separated, even though he was in the 
same place. Wouldn't you agree that even though he 
was indeed in his father's house of many rooms, being 
there was hell for him because he chose not to live in 
harmony with his father's way?" 

"I'm thinking, I'm thinking," Thomas said, then 
added, "So what is heaven really like?" 

"Let's go on,'' Michael said. "Remember the story in 
Matthew 20:1-16 where Jesus tells about the landowner 
who needed help in his vineyard? He contracted with 
workers from the marketplace for an agreed-upon daily 
wage. Later, seeing others standing idly in the market, 
he said, 'Come on, go in the vineyard and I will pay 
you whatever is right.' Then he did the same again at 
noon, again at 3 o'clock, and again at 5 o'clock. All were 
working. When evening came, he said to his manager, 
'Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning 
with the last and then going to the first.' Those hired 
last, at 5 o'clock, received the daily wage, and so did 
all the others up to the first hired. When their pay 
came, they were angry because they worked longer but 
received the same wage as those hired last. Remember 
what the landowner said?" 

"Refresh my memory," Thomas replied. "I want to 
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make sure I get the point." 
"The landowner said, 'I gave you the contracted 

daily wage. Take what belongs to you. Am I not allowed 
to do what I choose to with what belongs to me? Or are 
you peevish or evil-minded because I am generous?"' 

"It still seems unfair," Thomas said. 
Michael leaned forward. "At first look, you're right. 

But think about it this way. In God's realm there is only 
one reward. No place in scripture does it say there is 
Grace I, or Grace II. Heaven is not an eBay catalogue 
with good, better, and best categories. When we are in 
the kingdom, in relationship with God and Christ, we 
have it all. Early or late, we all get the same. Everyone 
is a winner and no one is more a winner than someone 
else." Michael paused, then added, "Unless they choose 
not to be a winner.'' 

Thomas thought for a moment. "This is a lot 
to absorb," he said. "My mind is running around 
everywhere. Would it be an imposition for me to ask 
for a summary?" 

Michael smiled. "Not at all. Think about 
resurrection and heaven and hell in these ways. First, 
resurrection is promised. So you need to be thinking 
about what it means. Second, heaven and hell are the 
same place. The psalmist teaches us that there is no 
place that God is not. If we go to the farthest reaches of 
heaven or make our bed in hell, God is there. Our next 
life is to be in God's presence in a new and direct way. 
We do not go directly to hell as punishment, but we go 
to God's abode, and if when arriving there we are still 
obstinate and refuse to live as citizens of the kingdom, 
if we still do not wish to live together in God's way, 
then we shall be terribly unhappy in heaven, and it will 
be hell for us." 

"I'm still having trouble with that,'' Thomas said. 
Michael showed no impatience. "Can you imagine 

never having dealt with prejudice in this life and 
having to eat at the Lord's table beside your least 
favorite person? Can you imagine carrying a grudge for 



a lifetime and suddenly having to be in an eternal 
relationship with the person with whom you are still 
so angry? Can you imagine sitting with a Muslim 
when you absolutely believed that the only way to 
get to heaven was to believe in Jesus? Heaven and 
hell are the same place, and each of us will have 
some uncomfortable judgments to temper our joy; 
each of us will have some areas of spiritual growth 
which we will be required to make; each of us will 
have some coming to our senses and the repairing of 
the hell, intentional or accidental, which we created 
for ourselves in this life. Whether that feels like fire 
or torment or gnashing of teeth, we will understand 
that, although there is pain, through God's grace and 
forgiveness we can become more comfortable and 
feel more at home. It's all a choice we will have to 
make." 

"OK," Thomas said. "I'm thinking. Go on with the 
picture you're painting." 

Michael started again. "Third, heaven's gates are 
open and all will enter. God's intention is to restore 
everyone, so everyone will be there. Some will enter 
and not be happy with that style of God's reign. Some 
won't like others who are there. They will refuse to 
live by kingdom standards. And that stubbornness can 
make a person feel out while they are in. Sadly, for a 
long time, even as heaven measures time, there will be 
those who will be unhappy about the kingdom rules 
for eternal living. Those persons will live a miserable 
existence, which you may call fire and brimstone or 
whatever. It is a form of judgment which God allows 
them to choose. But God, being love, never gives up on 
anyone. 

"I'm beginning to get the picture," Thomas said. 
"But what will we do there? Choir practice, singing 
praises, learning to play a harp, and walking around on 
streets paved with gold isn't my idea of a really exciting 
time." 

"Relax;' Michael said. "That's also a culturally 
dated vision from an earlier time. Heaven, God's 
dwelling place, will be a place where we will be able to 
grow and change in our life form. There will be things 
to do; ways to mature in faith and understanding; ways 
to serve; things to laugh and be happy about; ways to 
express our love and devotion to God and our spiritual 
neighbors; ways to be in loving relationships which 
will warm us and bring us joy. And ways to care about 
others who are unhappy there. God never gives up; the 
gate is always open. There are many rooms. And there 

are always the open, eager arms of the waiting father." 
Abruptly, Michael stood up. "I've just received my 

next assignment," he said. "It was good to spend time 
with you. I hope our conversation has helped you 
realize that in this life there is no way for you to know 
for certain what your next life will be like. But knowing 
what you know about God, it is very important for you 
to envision and try to understand what your next life 
will be like. It will help you improve this life. And," he 
grinned, "next time we meet, it will all be clearer to 
you than it is now." When he put his hand on Thomas's 
shoulder, it felt like a blessing, and just as quickly as he 
had come, he was gone. 

"How was the meal?" Sophia asked. 
"Much better than I expected," Thomas replied. "In 

fact, eating at the Paradise Diner was a real revelation." 
Sophia smiled. "That's not unusual here." 
"Do you take credit cards?" Thomas asked. 
''You won't need one," Sophia said. "The hostess 

told me that Mr. Angelos did what he often does-he 
put it on his boss's credit card. You're lucky to have 
good friends like that." 

Thomas smiled. ''Aren't we all?" And with that, he 
suddenly felt very ready for Easter. li! 

Earle W. Fike Jr .. is a ret ired pastor and national executive in the Church 
of the Brethren. 
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W e know the story. The disciples 
were in Jerusalem, waiting in 
the upper chamber as Jesus 

had directed them, waiting to be empowered 
from on high. They needed the Holy Spirit. Only then 
could they be witnesses in Jerusalem, in Judea, in 
Samaria, and outermost parts of the earth. They were 
entrusted with a message as ambassadors for Christ, 
but needed the power to go forth. 

The whole story of Christianity pivots dramatically 
on the moment when the Holy Spirit comes and fills 
the disciples. And it is not surprising that Peter is in 
the forefront of it all. The whole gospel narrative is 
propelled forward through his words and actions. 
Peter was at the Transfiguration and heard the voice of 
God. Peter was told that, "Upon this rock I will build 
my church." Peter had his feet washed by Jesus and 
wanted his whole body cleaned. He was in the garden 
of Gethsemene with Jesus. It was Peter who carried 
the sword, and Peter who denied Jesus three times. 

It was Peter who received that grand vision from 
God regarding Cornelius. "God has accepted the 
Gentiles, the Kingdom of God is for all- God shows 
no partiality, but anyone who fears him and does 
what is right is acceptable to him." Through Peter, 
the gospel message made the quantum leap, making it 
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possible for Christianity to become a world religion. 
Peter was central to the Christian narrative until this 

point. But then, around the middle of Acts, something 
very peculiar happens. Peter disappears. He steps back 
and the narrative moves on. From that point forward 
there is little interaction with Peter until, way down the 
line of epistles, one finds two small letters from Peter. 
What in the world happens to Peter? 

Well, we all know what happens-Paul happens. It 
is as if Peter is moved aside to make room for the 
ministry of Paul. In Acts 13 Paul is commissioned. 
Thereafter we see Paul in Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, 
and Antioch. We see Paul before Felix. We see Paul 
before Agrippa, Paul arrested, Paul shipwrecked, and 
we see Paul headed off to Rome. In chapter after 
chapter, the narrative moves through the ministry of 
Paul and offers scarcely a word about Peter. 

As the transition from Peter to Paul occurs, one 
feels somewhat sad for Peter as the narrative moves 
on to the dynamic, charismatic ministry of Paul. The 
New Testament becomes overwhelmingly Pauline, so 
to speak. So, is Peter still seen as a pillar of the faith? 
We can imagine God wondering, "Peter, what have 
you been doing for the gospel lately? Look at Paul and 
compare his ministry to yours. We know Paul has 
been out planting and Apollo is watering, but Peter, 



what have you been doing for the gospel?" 
Peter, of course, was in Jerusalem, shepherding 

the church. 
In Galatians 2:9-10, we learn that when pillars of 

the faith Peter, James, and John saw that Paul was 
entrusted with a ministry to the Gentiles, they gave 
him the right hand of fellowship, and Peter told him to 
remember the poor. It is as if Peter was saying, "Paul, 
you have a great ministry. God has obviously used you 
greatly and blessed you. But remember this one thing. 
We lived with Jesus, learned first-hand from Jesus, 
were called directly by Jesus. And our day-to-day 
interactions with him taught us this very important 
thing: Christ's message is nothing if there is no com
passion for those who suffer. Paul, remember the 
poor." Both Peter and Paul were entrusted with the 
message of reconciliation, but their ministries were 
significantly different. 

An analogy can be drawn here, I believe, between 
Peter and Paul and the Church of the Brethren's global 
mission. In an approach that might be compared with 
Peter's ministry at the outset of the gospel, there has 
been this deep history of Brethren activity in places 
like India, where we were among the first to bring 
Western medicine to certain provinces; in Ecuador, 
where we assisted with agricultural work; in Nigeria, 
where it was difficult for missionaries to even get in to 
share the gospel; and in China, where there was dan
ger and even death; and also through efforts such 
Civilian Public Service and Heifer International. 

But, some wonder, what is happening regarding 
missions in the Church of the Brethren today? Have 

we quietly slipped into the background, as Peter 
seemed to do when Paul arrived on the scene? We 
could compare ourselves to others. Look at the evan
gelicals and the Pentecostals. Like Paul, they are trav
eling the globe and planting churches- massive 
churches. Perhaps the greatest social movement in the 
history of the world has been the growth of 
Pentecostal churches in the 20th century. It seems 
these are the Pauls of our day. Charismatic Christianity 
in all its diversity is the fastest expanding religious 
movement in the world today. 

Brethren, frankly, are not very Paul-like, actively 
engaging in Christian apologetics on university cam
puses, standing on street corners, programming radio 
broadcasts, giving out tracts, selling books from boats, 
filling large arenas, talking about the four spiritual 
laws, and fostering an evangelism explosion. Brethren 
mission is simply not very Pauline in its 

And just as Peter and Paul had very different 
styles of ministry, it is okay for the Brethren to 

have a different approach to ministry today. 
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nature. Of course, neither was Peter's. 
But can we work in North Korea? Can we promote 

peace and interfaith dialogue in northern Nigeria? Can 
we build homes in Haiti in partnership with the local 
church? Yes, absolutely. Though small-and perhaps 
changed-we have to remember that God has entrusted 
the Church of Brethren with the message of reconcilia
tion, and this has not changed. We are ambassadors for 
Christ and we exalt Christ. And just as Peter and Paul 
had very different styles of ministry, it is okay for the 
Brethren to have a different approach to ministry today. 

It should come as no surprise that Global Mission and 
Service does not operate a program even remotely similar 
to the technologically advanced Global Media Outreach, 
which uses the Internet to market the gospel. But we do 
have staff living simply in South Sudan, sharing accom
modations with the people there and being hands-on 
ambassadors for Christ. Such work may not be big; it may 
not be glamorous; but it is real, genuine 
work of the gospel. 

Still, it is easy to compare ourselves to others and 
become discouraged. If I were to compare the number 
of our missionaries with those in the American Baptist 
Churches or even among the Eastern Mennonites, it 
would be easy to become discouraged. But again, God 
is doing something different through the Church of the 
Brethren. In Brazil, Church of the Brethren national 
mission directors Marcos and Suely Inhauser are pur
posely trying to sink deep Anabaptist-Pietistic roots. 
The prosperity church movement is very strong in 
Brazil, and massive churches with very charismatic 
leaders have been established. But there is a hunger for 
something more. The Inhausers are doing a small and 
quiet work in Brazil, working at the grassroots and try
ing to build a sense of community. 

Both Peter and Paul were entrusted with the mes
sage of reconciliation, but their ministries were signifi-
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cantly different. Both were entrusted by God for differ
ent work. We remind ourselves of the significant call
ing God has given us to present the good news of Jesus 
Christ as our tradition understands it. The world is 
hungry for an authentic message. 

Annual Conference last year in St. 
Louis was very hot. On July 4 it was 107 
degrees. My wife and four kids and I went 

to the Fourth of July parade to see the Budweiser 
Clydesdales. After about four hours in the hot sun we 
returned to our hotel to swim and cool off for a couple 
hours. We then ventured out into the sun again to see 
a three-hour air show along the Mississippi, then got 
pizza and went back to the hotel for a few more hours 
of swimming. Then it was back to the river to watch 
fireworks. We finally finished our day at about 10:30. 

The next morning we got up and had breakfast. My 
children get sugared cereal 
about once a year, and in an 
effort to make Annual 

Conference feel a bit like vacation, we bought a carton 
containing little boxes of several different kinds of cere
als: Fruit Loops, Apple Jacks, Frosted Flakes, etc. After 
about an hour of bouncing around the room from their 
sugar highs, the children finally settled down and pulled 
out the family cooler. Their growing bodies craved 
something real and nutritious, and they began eating the 
fresh broccoli, cheese sticks, apples, and carrots their 
mother had packed. 

Christianity is being broadcast around the world. 
Not everywhere, of course, and not fully. But in general 
there is global exposure to the gospel in some form. In 
a world where there are nearly as many cell phone 
subscriptions as there are people, there is a general 
familiarity with Christianity nearly everywhere. People 
have heard a message. But the world is hungry for 
something authentic-just as the bodies of my children 



were hungry-for something more substantial than 
what is being broadcast from their television sets. 

The Inhausers have told us about the big charismatic 
churches in Brazil where the pastors grow very rich. 
The message given by these pastors to their followers is 
that ''You, too, can grow very rich as a servant of Jesus 
Christ." This is the message that is permeating the 
world: "God will bless you, too!" It's a frosted-flake 
Christianity. And so there is a need for the Church of 
the Brethren to bring its holistic message to the world. 
There is a need for a holistic gospel that embraces the 
good news of Jesus. It is not enough that some form of 
the gospel gets preached to the ends of the earth, but 
that everything Jesus taught gets preached-everything. 

In Haiti not long ago, during one of the first work
camps the Brethren managed there, volunteers built a 
house for a widow whose home was damaged by a 
hurricane. Her husband, Louis St. Luis, had been a 
minister. He would get on his bicycle and ride way up 
into the hills. Much of the growth in the Church of the 
Brethren there had been because of this individual. 
Sadly, he contracted a disease and died. 

ciliation, and opposition to violence. 
We learn in the New Testament about Jesus staying 

at the home of Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and 
Martha. In the course of events, Mary sits and listens 
to Jesus teaching, while Martha does preparations for 
the evening. Martha assumes the diaconal position of 
service, while Mary assumes the pedagogical or aca
demic role, putting emphasis on instruction. 

Two sisters, two different roles. With whom would 
the Church of the Brethren most readily identify? Are 
we Marthas or are we Marys? Who was Jesus most 
like: Martha or Mary? Neither one, exclusively. Jesus 
was as committed to healing and helping as he was to 
teaching and preaching. So it is with the Church of the 
Brethren's approach to mission. If we could imagine a 
third sister-a Marty, perhaps, who listens while she 
sweeps, or peels vegetables as she sits-we might iden
tify most with her! 

Many organizations separate these ministries. Global 
Mission and Service seeks to incorporate both. How 
many revivalists have pitched tents in Port-au-Prince? 
How many non-profits have set up shop? Words alone 

While we were working, this woman said to us, uvou know, we've seen 

a lot of American preachers and evangelists down here. We see them 

riding around in their cars. We've seen them doing lots of things. 

But this is the first time we've seen them digging in the dirt. II 

And so it happened that one very hot, humid after
noon, Dominican Brethren, Haitian Brethren, and 
American Brethren were there together moving rock 
and constructing walls for her house. We didn't have 
all the proper tools-at one point we were using hub
caps to fill in the gravel for the foundation. 

While we were working, this woman said to us, ''You 
know, we've seen a lot of American preachers and evan
gelists down here. We see them riding around in their 
cars. We've seen them doing lots of things. But this is 
the first time we've seen them digging in the dirt." 

That's the Church of the Brethren. It's a different 
message, but I think it's one the world is hungry for. I 
don't see us finding those remote niches in the world 
where people have not heard the gospel. I think our 
role is to present a deep gospel, a holistic gospel, a gos
pel that speaks about the Prince of Peace, about recon-

are insufficient; service alone is insufficient. The world 
is hungry for a vibrant witness that embraces both. 

Some might say that the glory days of the Church 
of the Brethren mission programs have passed. One 
could make the case that our institution-building days 
are behind us. Nonetheless, the Brethren have been 
entrusted with a gospel message anchored in peace, 
service, community, and humble obedience to follow 
Jesus and all he taught, and I believe the world craves 
just such a message. 

Brethren can be encouraged, even if we are a small 
and peculiar people. Sounds a little like Peter. li! 

Jay W ittmeyer is execut ive director of Global Mission and Service for the 

Church of the Brethren. This art icle is adapted from an address he pre

sented at the Church of the Brethren Mission Al ive Conference held Nov. 

16-1 8, 2012, at the Lititz (Pa.) Church of the Brethren. 
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BibleStudy 

Inspired by the sweet 
aroma of Easter 

S ome years ago, the worship committee 
chair of a congregation I served decided 
the church was due for an Easter morning 

overhaul. Instead of a display featuring only Easter lilies, she 
decided to broaden the color palette a bit by including a wide 
array of flowers. The result was a truckload of fragrant flowers 
delivered on Good Friday that eventually filled every nook and 
cranny of the sanctuary. "When the doors open on Sunday;' the 
committee chair told me, "I want people to smell Easter." 

Smell it they did. The aroma was compelling-overwhelm
ing, actually. Our Easter music was accompanied by cascades of 
sneezing and wheezing. By the end of the morning, the church 
resembled an allergy clinic in early spring. 

The Gospel writers offer us a jumbo-sized Easter morn
ing buffet for the senses. Matthew serves up an earthquake, 
followed quickly by an angel clothed in white with a face that 
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by Chris Keating 

looked like lightening. Luke excludes the earthquake, but 
includes the women bringing aromatic spices. John's resur
rection narrative describes Peter and John's breathless race to 
the tomb, as well as Mary's heartfelt weeping. The stories are 
imbued with textures and emotion. 

Except in Mark, whose resurrection story ends abruptly in 
fear and silence. 

Mark's cliff-hanger ending to the Gospel is a puzzle. Most 
scholars agree that Mark originally ended at chapter 16, verse 
8: "So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and 
amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, 
for they were afraid." 

The chapter begins with Mary Magadalene, Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome coming to the tomb early Sunday 
morning. Surprised that the stone was rolled away, they peer 
inside to find an empty tomb and a young man dressed in a 



■ 

Fear had seized them. All of a sudden, the sensory reality 
of Jesus' resurrection became palpable to them. 
The Lord has been raised; he is not here. 

white robe. But they do not find Jesus. 
The angel tells the women that Jesus has been raised. He 

comforts them and says, "But go, tell his disciples and Peter 
that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, 
just as he told you" (16:6). After all, Jesus had promised them in 
Mark 14:28 that he would meet them in Galilee. This seems to 
make sense. After all, Galilee was the center of his teaching and 
preaching. Their mission is clear: get up and get moving. Tell 
everyone else the good news. 

But they are afraid and do not go. There are no loud allelu
ias, no emotional reunions. The stale graveyard air is thick with 
tension and apprehension. 

If this ending confuses us, then we're in good company. At
tempting to tie up the loose ends Mark leaves behind, at least 
two others added their own endings to the gospel (16:Sb and 
16:9-20). Mark's intentions are unclear. Did he lose his train of 
thought or run out of paper? Was the original ending lost be
cause of a scribal error? Or is Mark employing a sophisticated 
literary technique? Who knows? After centuries of reflection, 
no one is certain. It does make for a complicated Easter sermon, 
however. As noted preacher Thomas Long once said, "This is 
no way to run a resurrection." 

Or perhaps Mark is leading us back to the heart of the gos
pel story, where the reign of God is announced to a world filled 
with fear. His abrupt ending may be our invitation to go back 
to Galilee. Mark's enigmatic ending guides us back to the place 
where Jesus is at work, confronting fear, announcing the reign 
of God. Jesus' resurrected presence confronts our fear, mobi
lizing our frozen feet for works of discipleship. Very soon the 
aroma of resurrection will replace the smell of fear. 

Who hasn't finished a book, only to feel some grief that it is 
over? Not wanting to part with the characters who have come 
alive in our minds, we go back and read it over again. As a boy, I 
remember staying up late finishing a favorite chapter book. My 
literary tastes at the time included such dimestore classics as the 
Hardy Boys mysteries-serial soap operas written for pre-teenage 
boys. Huddled in bed, flashlight in hand, I'd finish the book only to 
go back and read my favorite parts again. And again, and again. 

Obviously, Mark's Gospel is much more than a whodunit 
mystery. Yet as I wrestle with this passage, I have come to think 
that Mark's unconventional ending invites us to discover the 
promise of God that comes to us in the midst of our deepest 
fears. Jesus has been raised, breaking the bonds of death. It's 
true: he isn't here. He is going ahead of us. 

The despots who rule by fear and intimidation have lost. 

The prevailing powers have been defeated. The Lord is risen, 
and the world is changed-but as the women have just learned, 
an empty tomb can still be very scary. 

Episcopal priest and author Barbara Brown Taylor notes 
that the last sentence of Mark is abrupt and unclear even 
in Greek. She points out that a rough translation of the text 
sounds a bit like "They were scared, you see, for ... " Being 
scared is an emotion all of us understand, as Mark well knows. 
The women are undone by Jesus' death, yet they are now con
fronted by an even more improbable fact: Jesus is alive. Indeed, 
as Taylor concludes: 

They were scared, you see, for as wrecked as they were 
by Jesus' death, they knew how to behave in the face of 
death. You view the body, you seal the tomb, you go back 
to the house to eat fried chicken and green bean casse
roles with the neighbors. You accept that there is no going 
back and you get on with your life, diminished as it is. But 
when the tomb is empty and the body is gone? How do 
you get closure on something like that? (The Journal for 
Preachers, Easter 2008, p. 13.) 

Fear had seized them. All of a sudden, the sensory reality 
of Jesus' resurrection became palpable to them. The Lord has 
been raised; he is not here. 

Earlier in Mark, when the disciples are in a boat battered 
by the wind and straining against the sea, Jesus comes to them. 
They are filled with fear, yet Jesus brings the assurance of hope, 
the certainty of God's presence. Terrified, Jesus appears and 
says to them, "Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid" (Mark 6:50). 

Strange as it may seem, Jesus' absence on Easter morning 
may be just the good news that we need to hear. The winds 
of life blow against us and the storms of life envelop us. Like 
the women, we become filled with fear- fear of death, malig
nancy, violence. But listening to the angel, we know where to 
discover the promise of God: "Do not be alarmed ... he has 
been raised, he is not here." 

I imagine that for a time the women were silent. Sooner 
or later, as we all know, someone had to start talking. At some 
point, the aroma of God's promise reached them. Their fears 
subsided, and pretty soon everyone was listening to what they 
had to say. ll! 

Chris Keat ing is pastor of Woodlawn Chapel Presbyterian Church in Wi ldwood, Mo. 

Serving as M ESSENGER's Bible study w ri te r during 2013, Keat ing is connected to the 

Church of the Brethren through the Univers ity of La Verne and an internship w ith 

MESSENGER in the 1980s. 

MESSENGER MARCH 2013 19 



cobnews 

Brethren Volunteer 
Service also marks 

significant milestones 
for staff this year. 

Shown here during a 
recent Annual 

Conference are BVS 
director Dan McFadden, 

and Brethren Service
Europe coordinator 

Kristin Flory, who has 
served for 25 years. 
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Brethren Volunteer Service marks 
milestone of Unit 300 in its &5th year 
Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS) marks two 
key milestones in 2013: the 65th anniversary of 
the program's enactment by Annual Conference, 
and the 300th unit. 

Unit 300, which held orientation in January
February, was composed of eight volunteers. 
The new recruits bring to approximately 7,000 
the number of individuals who have entered 
BVS since its inaugural in 1948. 

Currently 80 BVS workers are on assignment 
throughout the US and in a number of 
countries around the world including Bosnia
Herzegovina, Croatia, El Salvador, France, 
Germany, Guatemala, Ireland, Northern Ireland, 
Japan, and South Sudan. Four are based at the 
Church of the Brethren General Offices in Elgin, 
Ill., serving in the workcamp ministry, the Youth 

and Young Adult Office, and in the BVS office. 
Establishing a record at the BVS helm is 

Dan McFadden, who has begun his 18th year 
as director. Of the 10 leaders who have headed 
the program, McFadden holds by far the 
longest tenure. 

His staff coworkers include Kristin Flory, 
who has served for 25 years as coordinator 
of Brethren Service in Europe; Callie Surber, 
who has served for 5 years as coordinator 
of orientation; Todd Bauer, representing 
BVS in Latin America; and Emily Tyler, BVS 
recruitment staff who also is coordinator of the 
workcamp ministry. 

BVS directors since 1948 (although all who 
held this position directed BVS, the title has 
varied over the years): Ora Huston, 1948-59; 
Joel Thompson, 1960; Rodney Davis, 1961-64; 
Wilbur Mullen, 1965-69; Charles Boyer, 1970-76; 
Joanne Nesler, 1977-80; Joyce Stolzfus, 1981-87; 
Jan Schrock, 1987-94; Ivan Fry (interim), 1994-
95; Dan McFadden, 1995 to present. 

BVS orientation or training leaders 
since 1948: Ed Crill, 1948-51; Rodney :Pavis, 
1951-52; Dale Aukerman, 1952-53; Ivan Fry, 
1953-57; Robert Mock, 1958-60; Albert Huston, 
1961; Don Snider, 1961-69; Ron Hanft, 1969-
73; Willard Dulabaum, 1974-77; Jan Mason, 
1977-79; Beverly Weaver, 1979-83; Joe Detrick, 
1984-88; Debbie Eisenbise, 1989-92; Tammy 
Krause, 1992-94; Todd Reish, 1994-98; Sue 
Grubb, 1998-2002; Karen Roberts, 2002-04; 
Genelle Wine, 2004-07; Callie Surber, 2007 to 
present.-Howard Royer 



Ecumenical group calls 
for immigration reform 
Christian leaders representing the breadth of Christian 
churches and denominations in the US issued an urgent 
call for fundamental immigration reform at an annual 
meeting of Christian Churches Together (CCT). The 
statement was released Feb. 1 at the close of the four-day 
gathering in Austin, Texas. 

The Church of the Brethren was represented by 
general secretary Stan Noffsinger, Annual Conference 
moderator Bob Krouse and moderator-elect Nancy 
Heishman, and Brethren Press publisher Wendy 
McFadden who serves on the CCT steering committee. 

During the annual meeting, McFadden was elected 
president of the Historic Protestant family, one of five 
"families" of churches that make up CCT. 

The entire CCT meeting, planned a year ago, focused 
on the challenge of immigration reform. It heard from 
"dreamers," a variety of immigrants, and experts on 
immigration issues. Its statement came as the nation's 
political leadership was turning its attention to the 
challenges posed by immigration issues. 

During the course of the gathering, the group 
heard from immigration advocates from evangelical 
organizations such as World Relief, immigration 
policy experts at the US Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, legislative advocates serving major Protestant 
denominations, and leaders from the Hispanic Christian 
community, among others. 

CCT leaders said they would engage this debate "as 
followers of Jesus Christ who commanded us to welcome 
the stranger." 

"Each day in our congregations and communities, we 
bear witness to the effects of a system that continues 
the separation of families and the exploitation, abuse, 
and deaths of migrants. This suffering must end," the 
statement declared in part. 

The statement represents the broadest coalition 
of Christian denominations and groups to address 
together the urgency of fundamental immigration 
reform. It will be followed by advocacy to members 
of Congress from the membership of denominations 
and groups represented at the meeting. See www. 
christianchurchestogether.org for further information. 

CHRISTIAN CHURCHES TOGETHER 

"Each 
day in our 

congregations 
and comm
unities, we 

bear witness 
to the effects 
of a system 

that continues 
the separation 

of families 
and the 

exploitation, 
abuse,and 
deaths of 
migrants. 

This suffering 
must end." 

Statement from Christian 

Churches Together (CCT) 

urging immigration reform. 

Study committee on 
ecumenism is named 
A study committee on "The Church 
of the Brethren and Ecumenism in 
the 21st Century" has been named. 
Members were named by the 
denomination's Leadership Team 
and Executive Committee of the 
Mission and Ministry Board, and 
approved by the full board when it 
met by telephone conference call in 
late January. 

Last year's Annual Conference 
called for the study committee, 
tasking the Leadership Team and 
Mission and Ministry Board to 
appoint its members. The study 
committee is to prepare a statement 
for Annual Conference giving vision 
and direction to the Church of 
the Brethren's participation in the 
worldwide community of Christian 
communions. 

One impetus for the study is the 
significant change in the ecumenical 
landscape in the 21st century. 
Among the new realities are new 
ways of being church, shifting 
relationships between faith groups, 
the rise of a major new ecumenical 
organization in Christian Churches 
Together, and reorganizations 
and new ways of working at 
longstanding ecumenical groups 
including the National Council of 
Churches, Church World Service, 
and the World Council of Churches. 

The six members of the study 
committee are Tim Speicher of 
Atlantic Northeast District, David 
Shumate ofVirlina District, Wanda 
Haynes of Pacific Northwest 
District, Liz Bidgood Enders of 
Atlantic Northeast District, Jenn 
Hosler of Mid-Atlantic District, 
and Larry Ulrich of Illinois and 
Wisconsin District. General secretary 
Stanley Noffsinger will will serve 
as staff support in his role as the 
denomination's ecumenical officer. 
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cobnews 

upcoming 
events 

March 4-8 Brethren 
Volunteer Service 
mid-year retreat 

March 8-11 Mission and 
Ministry Board meeting, 
Church of the Brethren 
General Offices, Elgin, Ill. 

March 15-16 Children's 
Disaster Services 
Workshop, Stratford, Conn. 

March 17 One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering 
emphasis 

March 23-28 Christian 
Citizenship Seminar, New 
York and Washington, D.C. 

March 24 Palm Sunday 

March 28 Maundy 
Thursday 

March 29 Good Friday, 
(Church of the Brethren 
offices are closed) 

March 31 Easter Sunday 

April 5-8 Ecumenical 
Advocacy Days, 
Washington, D.C. 

April 10-12 Fellowship of 
Brethren Homes Forum, 
Village of Morrisons Cove, 
Martinsburg, Pa. 

May 5 National Youth 
Sunday 

May 25-27 Young Adult 
Conference, Camp Pine 
Lake, Eldora, Iowa 

May 31-June 5 
Ministry Summer Service 
orientation 
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PERSONNEL CHANGES 
William (Bill) Kostlevy began 
March 1 as director of the 
Brethren Historical Library 
and Archives 
in Elgin, Ill. 
He comes to 
BHLAfrom 
Tabor College 
in Hillsboro, 
Kan., where 
he has been 
professor of history since 
2005. He was archivist at 
Fuller Theological Seminary 
in Pasadena, Calif., from 2004 
to 2005. From 1988 to 2004 he 
worked at Asbury Theological 
Seminary in Wilmore, Ky., first 
as bibliographer in a Wesleyan 
holiness studies project, and 
then as archivist and special 
collections librarian and 
professor of church history. 

Kostlevy is an ordained 
minister in the Church of 
the Brethren. He holds a 
bachelor's degree in history 
from Asbury College, a 
master's in history from 
Marquette University in 
Milwaukee, Wis., as well as a 
master of theology degree from 
Bethany Theological Seminary, 
and a master's degree and 
doctorate in history from the 
University of Notre Dame. He 
has been a fellow at the Young 
Center at Elizabethtown (Pa.) 
College, and was a member of 
the Church of the Brethren 
Historical Committee from 
1997 to 2007. He is a published 
author, having contributed 
numerous articles to the 
Brethren Encyclopedia and 
Brethren Life and Thought 
along with other journals and 
volumes of essays. He has 
written, compiled, edited, or 
co-edited a number of books 

with a focus on Wesleyan 
and holiness or Pentecostal 
movements. 

Parker Thompson has 
begun as director of Camp 
Pine Lake in Eldora, Iowa, as 
of Jan. 1. He will continue to be 
a co-pastor at Ivester Church 
of the Brethren, where he has 
served for the past year in 
pastoral ministry with his wife, 
Katie. He holds a master of 
divinity degree from Bethany 
Theological Seminary. In 
college, he studied recreational 
management and has 
worked at various camping, 
environmental education, and 

adventure facilities across the 
country. 

Matthew DeBall began 
Feb. 11 as program assistant 
for the denomination's 
Donor Relations office, a new 
position located at the General 
Offices in Elgin, Ill. He is 
a 2012 graduate of Judson 
University in Elgin, where he 
earned a bachelor's degree 
in communication arts with 
a minor in biblical studies 
and literature. He has begun 
seminary studies at Northern 
Seminary in Lombard, Ill. He 
is a member of First Baptist 
Church in DeKalb, Ill. 

David W. Bushman named 
president of Bridgewater College 
The Bridgewater (Va.) College board 
of trustees has unanimously selected 
David W. Bushman as ninth president 
of the college. 

Bushman, dean of the School of 
Natural Science and Mathematics 
at Mount St. Mary's University in 
Emmitsburg, Md., will assume the 
presidency on June 1. An accomplished 
academic leader, Bushman was selected 
following a national search and brings to Bridgewater 
College extensive experience in higher education 
administration and in the classroom. 

Bushman has been with Mount St. Mary's University 
since 2009. Previously he was president of Lees-McRae 
College in Banner Elk, N.C. Before joining Lees-Mc_Rae 
in 2004, Bushman served in a variety of roles at Mount 
St. Mary's, including dean of academic services, director 
of assessment, chair of the department of science, and 
associate professor of biology. 

He has served as an executive committee member for 
North Carolina Independent Colleges and Universities, 
and was a board member for the Edgar Tufts Memorial 
Association. In addition, he has served as a campus site 
visit member for SACS re-accreditation. 



Brethren join in religious coalition to end gun violence 
In response to the tragedy in Newtown, 
Conn., the Church of the Brethren has 
been collaborating with a coalition of 
over 40 religious groups as a part of 
Faiths United to Prevent Gun Violence. 

Faiths United to Prevent Gun 
Violence is an alliance of religious 
groups that bases its work in the 
belief that "gun violence is taking an 
unacceptable toll on our society, in mass 
killings and in the constant day-to-day 
of senseless death. While we continue 
to pray for the families and friends of 
those who have perished, we must also 
support our prayers with action" 
( www.faithsagainstgunviolence.org). 

On Martin Luther King Day 2011, 24 
national faith groups announced the 
formation of the coalition, united by 
the call of faith to confront America's 
gun violence epidemic and to rally 
support for policies that reduce death 
and injury from gunfire. Two years 
later, the coalition has grown to 40 
groups representing tens of millions of 
Americans. 

Faiths United to Prevent Gun 
Violence drafted a letter to President 
Obama and Congress calling on them 
to push for a mandatory criminal 

background check on all gun purchases, 
a ban on high-capacity weapons and 
ammunition magazines, and to make 
gun trafficking a federal crime. 

Church of the Brethren general 
secretary Stanley J. Noffsinger signed 
this letter along with the heads of over 
40 other religious groups including 
the National Council of Churches, the 
Presbyterian Church USA Office of 
Public Witness, the United Methodist 
General Board of Church and Society, 
the Friends Committee on National 
Legislation, the Islamic Society of North 
America, the Jewish Council for Public 
Affairs, Mennonite Central Committee, 
Sojourners, and the United Church of 
Christ. 

On Jan. 15, representatives from 

Church staff who work 
together regularly on 
advocacy and peace 
witness include Nathan 
Hosler (leh), Bryan 
Hanger (center), and 
Stan Noffsinger (right). 
Not pictured here is 
advocacy assistant 
Jonathan Stauffer. 

many of these groups came together 
in Washington, D.C., for a press 
conference to talk publicly about 
gun violence and to promote the 
letter to political leaders. Many faith 
leaders spoke at the event including 
Sojourners' Jim Wallis. The Church 
of the Brethren was represented 
by Jonathan Stauffer, an advocacy 
assistant at the denomination's 
Advocacy and Peace Witness Office. 

The Church of the Brethren has 
taken a consistent stance on gun 
violence, with its most recent official 
statement made in 2010, a "Resolution 
in Support of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ, USA: Ending Gun 
Violence" (www.brethren.org/about/ 
policies/2010-gun-violence.pdf). 

The Inter-Agency Forum, 
which coordinates the work of 
the denomination as a whole, 
met Jan. 24-25. Its members 
are the Annual Conference 
officers; the general secretary 
and chair of the Mission and 
Ministry Board; the executives · 
and chairs of Brethren Benefit 
Trust, Bethany Theological 
Seminary, and On Earth 
Peace; and two 
representatives of the Council 
of District Executives. 
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Media Review 

A journey among 
the less-than-perfect 

T he journey toward a more perfect union 
is always accomplished with less than 
perfect people, but it's worth it. That's one lesson 

to take from the movie Lincoln, and it's something we learn 
from both biblical and Brethren history as well. 

This film was years in the making (though not in the filming) 
precisely because the figure of Abraham Lincoln is so iconic and 
transcendent that it would be easy to portray him as a stained
glass saint. This is precisely what director Steven Spielberg, 

FRANK RAMIREZ 

screenwriter Tony (Angels in America) 
Kushner, and historical consultant Doris 
Kearns Goodwin sought to avoid. Kushner 
wrote many drafts and hundreds of pages 
before the team decided to focus not on 
Lincoln's whole life but on the passing of 
the Thirteenth Amendment during the 
last four months of his life. Good choice. 

This might sound like a boring prem
ise. One expects the mythic backdrop of 
the Civil War, or the story of a boy from 
humble beginnings reading Shakespeare 
and the Bible by firelight after a long 

day splitting rails on his way through many failures to the 
highest office in the land. Instead we're given the unappetizing 
recipe for how legislative sausage is made. 

But this turns out to be precisely the cauldron where 
Lincoln's genius and character are best revealed. With the Civil 
War winding down and victory assured, Lincoln struggles to 
convince his political allies it's worth spending political capital 
to codify the Emancipation Proclamation in a constitutional 
amendment, even though most in Congress are as prejudiced 
against African-Americans as any Southern plantation owner. 

Lincoln's friends wonder if this shouldn't wait until the war is 
over, or if it is necessary at all. The president, however, is aware of 
the shaky legal ground on which the Emancipation Proclamation 
rests. More important-it is the right and moral thing to do. Of 
course we the audience are quite aware that Lincoln has no future 
in which to accomplish this further down the road. 

Getting the amendment passed was not pretty, but it was 
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necessary (for a reason best expressed to me by a black politician 
in Los Angeles about 30 years ago: ''We can't mandate love 
between people, but we can legislate behavior."). It involved the 
sort of political horse-trading we prefer remains out of sight. 
And since nothing happens in a vacuum, we watch the Lincoln 
marriage stretched to the limit by their shared grief over the son 
lost to sickness in the White House, along with the anxiety for 
the adult son who cannot be protected from harm's way. 

Perhaps most instructive is the conflict between Rep. 
Thaddeus Stevens (Tommy Lee Jones), who is certain of what 
is right (and he is right), and President Lincoln, who must not 
only aim for what is right, but remain mindful of what can and 
cannot be done. There will always be a tension between what 
must be done and what can be done right now. Brethren, ser
vice-minded and practical, have navigated this landscape 
before and will continue to do so. 

Lincoln was not a perfect person. Some of his early speeches 
about blacks and slavery are not satisfying. But his opinions 
evolved, as do ours, regarding controversial issues. This successful 
attempt on the part of the director and screenwriter, as well as the 
actor Daniel Day-Lewis, to humanize someone larger than life 
challenges us to overcome our own limitations and strive harder. 

As anyone who has actually read the Bible knows, this is 
true for our heroes of the faith (see Hebrews 11:32 for an odd 
cloud of witnesses), and also in our own Brethren history (M.R. 
Zigler, Dan West, and Henry Holsinger were all transcendent, 
far-sighted figures who were both right and exasperating). 

Enough cannot be said about this magnificent cast, espe
cially Day-Lewis as Lincoln, Sally Field as Mary Todd Lincoln, 
and Tommy Lee Jones as Stevens. As for Day-Lewis, he has by 
all accounts successfully recreated the president's mannerisms, 
vocal pitch, and penchant for story-telling, better than any has 
ever done before him. 

We face similarly profound legislative and moral choices as 
a nation and as a church. Getting to the Promised Land is not 
always going to be pretty. But we will · 
get there. That seems assured. ~ 

Frank Ramirez is pastor of Everett (Pa.) 

Church of the Brethren. 



Youth&YoungAdults 

Youth Peace Travel Team chosen for summer 2013 
The Youth Peace Travel Team for 2013 has been chosen. 
Composed of Ministry Summer Service interns between 
the ages of 19 and 22, the team is sponsored by the Outdoor 
Ministries Association, Youth and Young Adult Ministries, 
Peace Witness Ministries, and On Earth Peace. 

The group gives peace programs at a variety of camps and 
conferences over the summer including Annual Conference. 
The first Youth Peace Travel Team was formed in the 

summer of 1991, and since that 
year a team has been fielded 
every summer. 

Jacob Crouse, from 
Warrensburg, Mo., is a member 
of Warrensburg Church of 
the Brethren in Missouri 
and Arkansas District. He is 
majoring in music technology 
and minoring in Spanish at the 
University of Central Missouri. 
"I've had the good fortune of 

attending many Brethren camps, conferences, and churches," 
he said. "This summer, I will finally be able to visit some of 
them again and see new places while meeting many people 
and sharing with them a message of peace!" 

Heather Gentry, from Hinton, Va., is a member of Mount 
Bethel Church of the Brethren in Shenandoah District, and 
counts Brethren Woods as her "home camp." She attends 

Bridgewater (Va.) College 
where she is studying family 
and consumer sciences as 
well as elementary and ESL 
education. "I look forward to 
seeing new camps, meeting 
new people, and seeing what 
God is doing and how we can 
be a part of it," she said. 

Amanda McLearn
Montz, from Ankeny, Iowa, 
is a member of Panther 

Creek Church of the Brethren in Northern Plains District. 
She attends Tulane University in New Orleans, where she is 
majoring in public health, minoring in Spanish, and is a pre
med student. "I went to Camp 
Emmaus as a camper and 
served on Camp Pine Lake's 
summer staff last summer," 
she said. "I can't wait to come 
back to camp and share my 
love of peace and God with 
teens and kids!" 

Follow the ministry of the 
2013 Youth Peace Travel Team 
by visiting www.brethren.org/ 
youthpeacetravelteam. 



Letters 
No need for guns or drones 

Two articles in the January/February 
MESSENGER drew my attention: "What 
gun would Jesus own?" and "Killing at 
a distance: drones and the incarnation." 
Regarding the first, we know that guns 
are not the only things people use to kill 
one another. Over the centuries, we have 
been quite inventive when it comes to 
discovering new ways to kill. They need 

not be highly 
technical. Poet 
Lawrence 
Ferlinghetti 
observed that 
anyone who 

can lift a frying pan owns death. 
However, modern humans often 

measure progress by how efficiently one 
nation is able to kill the largest number 
of "the enemy" in the shortest period of 
time and at the least risk to the nation 
using the weapon. Without entering 
into a debate about the ethics of such 
"improvements" in wartime or any time, 
it is necessary to worry about their use in 
other situations. The terrible massacres 
in recent years which often have made 
victims of school children could not 
possibly have occurred without the 
modern wartime "improvement" of rapid
firing automatic and semi-automatic 
weapons. Such weapons certainly do not 

belong in the hands of civilians. There is 
no conceivable reason why the ordinary 
citizen needs to own them. 

Regarding drones, the more we isolate 
those assigned to kill from those selected 
to be killed, the more likely we are to 
bomb, kill, maim, and destroy without 
remorse. Early warfare-hand-to-hand 
combat and dueling- required combat
ants to see the results of their assaults. 
Drone warfare totally separates the 
attacker from the results of his or her 
actions. 

Some will argue that the purpose for 
developing and refining drone warfare 
is strictly defensive, meant to protect 
our troops and homeland. But defensive 

The more we isolate those assigned to kill from those 
selected to be killed, the more likely we are to bomb, kill, 
maim, and destroy without remorse. 

11Open Wide'' 
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and offensive roles become routinely 
interchangeable, as defense yields to 
the pre-emptive strike and supposition 
replaces concrete, dependable 
intelligence when targets are being 
selected. 

The sci-fi scenario of robots sent out 
to destroy another civilization seems to 
be just barely beyond the horizon. 

Jobie E. Riley 
Elizabethtown, Pa. 

Hearing only the bad 
information about guns 

I agree with much of what Frank 
Ramirez said in his article, "What gun 
would Jesus own?" (January/February 
MESSENGER), but it seems that people 
are only hearing the bad information in 
the news about guns. First of all, there 
needs to be clarification about what an 
assault rifle is. The assault rifle is one 
in which, once the trigger is pulled, 
will not stop firing until the trigger is 
released or the bullets have run out. A 
semi-automatic rifle only fires when the 
trigger is pulled; in order to shoot, you 
have to pull the trigger each time. 

I am a hunter and an ordained 
minister in the Church of the Brethren, 
and I own several semi-automatic 
rifles which I use for hunting. I have 
owned these rifles for more than 40 

years. Does that make me a criminal? 
Several men in the congregation which 
I pastor-Bethany (Va.) Church of the 
Brethren-also own semi-automatic 
rifles. If someone is going to write an 
article about guns, they need to know 
the difference between an automatic 
and a semi-automatic rifle, which many 
law-abiding citizens and members of the 
Church of the Brethren own. These guns 
are used for hunting and nothing else. 
Mr. Ramirez and others who write about 
guns need to find out about them before 
writing or talking about them. 

As for the question "Which gun 
would Jesus own?" I would say "none," 
because Hebrews 13:8 says "Jesus Christ, 
the same yesterday, today, and forever." 

Ray Bayse 
Boones Mill, Va. 
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Letters 

How will 
to know the Bible s 

Bible curriculum for children, 
youth, and their families 

www.gatherround.org 

"Keep these words that I am commanding yo 
them to your children and talk about them when 
when you are away:• - Deuteronomy 6:6-7 

How you can invest 
in happy homes 

W hen you do business w ith Everence, you help programs li ke Mercy Homes that 

support safe and stable housing for families . That's because our fi nancial services 

also support grants and programs to help communities thrive. It's one way we're 

doing better together. Learn how you can too. 

(800) 348-7468 

Everence.com 

Banking Insurance Investing 

0h0 
~~ Everence 

Retirement Charitable Giving 

Everence offers credit union seruices that are federally insured by NCUA. Investments and other 
products are not NCUA or otherwise federalfy insured, may i11 volve loss o( /;rincipal and have no 
credit union guarantee. All tn·oducts are not a11ailable i11 all states . 
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The man behind the myth 

I want to commend you for running the 
moving and compelling article in the 
December 2012 Messenger about Ted 
Studebaker. All of us who grew up Brethren 
in the '70s and '80s were well-acquainted 
with the tragic story of this brave Brethren 
martyr, particularly those of us who lived 
in Ohio. Reading the brothers' account, 
which was made even more tangible by the 
presence of evocative archival and current 
photos, I was able to meet the man behind 
the myth. How wonderful that Ted's brothers 
were able to make this pilgrimage and 
connect with people whose lives are still 
enriched by their encounter with Ted four 
decades ago. The Studebakers' emotional 
journey to reconnect with people and places 
that meant so much to Ted became this 
reader's journey as well. It's empowering and 
gratifying to see that the loving and peaceful 
action of one man 40 years ago lives on-not 
only for the Vietnamese and for Ted's family 
but for all of us who hold dear the values that 
Ted so exemplified-and which are still so 
pertinent today. Of all the articles I have read 
over the years in MESSENGER, this is the one 
that has affected me most profoundly. 

Sherri Kimmel 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 

How can we turn our backs? 

In the January/ February MESSENGER, 
the question was asked, "Which gun 
would Jesus own?" I am looking forward 
to the day when the Church of the 
Brethren has the courage to ask the 
question, "Which method of abortion 
would Jesus approve of?" Suction and 
cutting? Saline poisoning? Partial birth? 
Either way, a human being's life-in the 
womb is ended in an act of violence every 
95 seconds. If we as Brethren are going to 
be genuine advocates for peace and justice 
and sincere believers in nonviolence, 
how can we turn our backs on the most 
helpless victims of violence here in the 
United States? How much longer are we 
going to remain silent on this issue? 

Susan Widdowson 
Newnan, Ga. 



Concentrate on the real problem 

Regarding the article "What gun would Jesus 
own?" (January/ February MESSENGER), I 
keep hearing folks talk about the need to end 
"gun violence;' as though that's the only kind 
of violence that's a problem. Does that mean 
other kinds of violence are okay? Rocks and 
hammers and bombs, yes; guns, no? 

If my memory serves me correctly, 
each of these recent catastrophic 
multiple murders was committed by a person 
known to be mentally ill. In the case of the 
fellow at Aurora, Colo., I understand he was 
being treated by a psychiatric professional 
at the university who diagnosed him as 
dangerous to society, but apparently the 
only remedy available to the doctor was to 
kick him out school. The guy at Newtown 
who killed kids and the guy in Arizona who 
shot Rep. Gabby Giffords had been receiving 
treatment for mental illness. 

So instead of trying to remove guns from 
the hands of all the folks who haven't shot 
anybody, why aren't we lobbying to get better 
mental health laws to treat folks who are a 
danger to society? I'd surely rather pay tax 
money to have them housed in some facility for 
treatment than see more senseless deaths. Why 
can't dangerously mentally ill people be forced 
into treatment to protect the rest of us? Yes, 
I know that the dangerously mentally ill are 
only a tiny percentage of folks with mental 
problems. I just wish that the university 
psychologist had had better alternatives for her 
patient than to just kick him out of school. 

Why don't we concentrate on the 
real problem-mental illness and its 
treatment? Maybe we could offer some help 
to their families before these folks start killing. 

■ CLASSIFIEDS 

Jan Tompkins 
Columbia, Mo. 

Travel with a Christian group. Visit Beijing, China 
(Great Wall, Forbidden City, etc.) before boarding Diamond 
Princess for cruise of South China Sea. Shore visits will 
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Japan; Shanghai (China); Hong Kong; Ho Chi Minh City 
(Saigon), Vietnam; Bangkok, Thailand; and Singapore. 
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17022 or email kreiderk@etown.edu. 

APRIL IS CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 

God embraces children with love, 
placing their nurture and care in our hands. 

Visit www.brethren.org/childprotection 
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., Learn about child abuse and ways to prevent it 

., Create a child abuse prevention policy 

., Observe Child Abuse Prevention Month 

S ways you can help prevent 
child abuse 

., Reach out to a child 

., Offer to help an overwhelmed 
parent or caregiver 

., Plan a program about child 
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., Develop parenting resources 
for your church library 

., Get involved with a local 
organization that supports 
families and children ~ 
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HERITAGE TOURS 
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• GREAT TREK TOUR WITH JOHN SHARP 
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Please send information to be Phillip Neal, Marilyn Christopher Rupert, Boleyn, Lester and Esther, 86, Harrisonburg, Va., 
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Fulk, Lola, 97, Modesto, 
Calif. , Nov. 1 

Funderburg, Mildred E., 
96, Springfield, Oh io, 
Nov. 10 

Gable, Genevieve F. , 87, 
Newport Beach, Calif. , 
March 18, 2012 

Garber, Harold David, 71 , 
Petersburg, W.Va., 
Jan. 22 

Garrison, Frances Loui se, 
95, Mount Jackson, Va. , 
Dec. 3 

Garrison, Mary Elizabeth, 
95, Mount Morris, Ill., 
Jan. 16 

Garver, Paul J ., 96, Cerro 
Gordo, Ill ., Jan. 10 

Geary, Cyde L., 87, 
Champion, Pa., Nov. 28 

Gibson, Lucile Marie, 89, 
McPherson, Kan. , 
Nov. 20 

Gilbert, Susan K. , 67 , 
Palmyra, Pa., Oct. 23 

Gnegy, Paul Samuel, 96, 
Terra Alta, W.Va., Jan. 2 

Good, David L., Sr., 75, 
Grottoes, Va., Nov. 29 

Good, Robert H., 87, 
Eden, Md., Sept. 25 

Gorseline, Lois E. , 89, 
New Oxford, Pa. , 
Jan. 20 

Graf, Willard, 89, Adrian, 
Mich. , Nov. 13 

Graham, Wilbur J. , 85, 
Lancaster, Pa., Nov. 12 

Hamburg, Charles James, 
96, Huntingdon, Pa ., 
Oct. 25 

Hammond, Gretchen, 77, 
Davison, Mich., March 
11, 2012 

Hanlin, Helen M. , 85 , 
Keyser, W.Va ., Nov. 28 

Hanson, Karin Inger, 
77 , Gordonville, Pa. , 
Nov. 12 

Harper, Florence Elouise, 
95 , Boonsboro, Md., 
Nov. 26 

Haynes, Anna Ruth , 92, 
Auburn, Ind. , Dec. 20 

Heffner, Richard Allen, 85, 
Danville, Va. , Sept. 2 

Hershey, Esther 
McConahy, 90, York, 
Pa., Jan. 7 

Hershey, Jacob B. , 90, 
York, Pa ., Dec. 14 

Higdon, June I. Lowman, 
86, Knoxville, Md. , 
Dec. 2 

Hinsdale, Bennett E., Jr. , 
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Dec. 7 

Hosfelt, William A., Jr. , 
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Oct. 14 
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Hunter, Donald W. , 83 , 
Salix, Pa., Nov. 28 
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Reisinger, David Lee, 70, 
Dixon, IU., Dec. 5 
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Shaver, Gloria Mae, 81 , 
Mount Jackson, Va. , 
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Sheldon, Ruby M., 92, 
Tempe, Ariz., Nov. 28 
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Oxford, Pa., Jan. 25 
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Stone, Glenn I. , 99, 
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Jan . 15 

Stowers, Deborah A., 62, 
Hartville, Ohi.o, Dec. 20 

Turningpoints 
Sweet-Mateika, Iris F. , 88, 

Freeport, Ill., Dec. 18 
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Walborn, Samuel E., 75, 
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Walker-Myers, Andrea R. , 
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Jan. 6 

Walls , Roger Lee, 75, 
Martinsburg, W.Va., 
Dec. 5 

Walthour, Edward F., 98, 
Greensburg, Pa ., Jan. 19 

Wenger, Helen Hagy, 98, 
Lancaster, Pa., July 18 

Williams, Albert Earl, Sr., 
66, Fruitdale, Ala., 
Oct. 26 

Williams, Carrol, 6 7, 
Bedford, Pa. , Dec. 26 

Williams, Daniel E. , Jr. , 
88, Greenwood, Del. , 
Nov. 27 

Woodard, William 
Raymond, 76, Garden 
City, Kan. , Jan. 13 

Wright, Helen M. , 94, 
Monticello, Ill. , Nov. 27 

Wyles, Ida M. , 91 , Martins
burg, Pa., Dec. 29 

Young, Lloyd T. , 85 , 
Albion, Ind. , Ju ly 13 

Ziegler, Paul Allen, 19, 
Elizabethtown, Pa., 
Sept. 23 

Licensing 
Bear, Charlotte, Mid -Atl. 

Dist. (Nokesville, Va .), 
Dec . 2 

Burkholder, Rya n, Atl. 
N.E . Dist. (Akron, Pa.) , 
Jan. 20 

Flowers-Waggener, 
Jacqueline C., Mid-Atl. 
Dist. (Oakton, Vienna, 
Va.), Dec. 30 

Ford, Craig, Southeastern 
Dist. (Hawthorne, 
Johnson City, Tenn.) , 
Oct. 7 

Hawkins, John D., Jr. , 
Shen. Dist. (Madison , 
Brightwood, Va .), Jan . 6 

Headings, Steven T., Mich. 

Dist. (The Church in 
Drive, Saginaw, Mich.), 
April 15, 2012 

Hershey, Matthew P. , At!. 
N.E. Dist. (Cornerstone 
Chri stia n, Lebanon , 
Pa.), Dec. 16 

Lefever-Hoover, Donna, 
Atl. N.E. Dist. (Annville, 
Pa.) , Jan. 13 

Lester, Megan, At!. N.E. 
Dist. (Lancaster Pa.), 
Dec. 16 

Lorah-Hammond, Mary, 
Mich. , Dist. (Flint, 
Mich.), March 18, 2012 

Meyers, Nathan L., Atl. 
N .E. Dist. (Brunswick, 
Maine) , Nov. 18 

Myers, Matthew L., S/ C 
Ind. Dist. (Peru, Ind.) , 
June 10 

Payne, Deborah L. Teague, 
Southeastern Dist. 
(Pleasa nt Va ll ey, 
Jonesborough , Tenn.), 

Jan. 13 
Rike, Brody S., S. Ohio 

Dist. (West Alexandria, 
Ohio) , Dec. 30 

Shearer, J. Michael , Atl. 
N .E. Dist. (Annville, 
Pa .), Jan . 13 

Ordinations 
Haines, Frank D., W. Pa. 

Dist. (Elbethel , White, 
Pa.), Dec. 2 

Muthler, Patricia Ann , 
Mid. Pa. Dist. (Koontz, 
New Enterprise, Pa.) , 
Dec. 9 

Parkhurst, Janet S., Shen. 
Dist. (Free Union, Va.) , 

Jan. 12 
Parkhurst, Richard I., 

Shen . Dist. (Free 
Union, Va.), Jan . 12 

Peters, Franklin D ., Jr., 
Virlina Dist. (Pulaski, 
Va.) , Jan . 6 

Snyder, Paul R. , Mid . Pa. 
Dist. (Holsinger, New 
Enterprise, Pa.), Nov. 4 

Tabor, Michael L., Virlina 
Dist. (Mount Joy, 
Buchanan, Va .), Jan. 13 
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Editorial 

My first guns 
A side from a BB gun, the first real guns 

I remember shooting were a 410-gauge 
shotgun and a 22 bolt-action rifle. The 

410 had a bit of a kick-not as much as the 12-gauge I shot later 
at my cousin's place a few miles away, but enough that I, as an 
8-year-old farm boy, could feel the punch on my shoulder. The 
22 barely kicked at all, and the bullet fled quickly down the 
barrel and out toward the paper target my dad had tacked onto 
an apricot tree. 

Except for that target, the only thing I ever shot in my life 

RANDY MILLER 
MESSENGER EDITOR 

was a rabbit, with the 410. I can still 
remember the weight of the gun in my 
young arms that early morning, and 
the acrid smell of the gunpowder after 
I pulled the trigger. I'd like to say that 
jackrabbit was racing across an open 
field, and that I took careful aim and 
killed it cleanly with one shot. In 
reality, it was sitting still as a stump, 
and I only smacked it in its hindquar
ters, causing it to leap in agony for a 
few seconds and then hop off to lick 
its wounds. 

I felt two things. I felt ashamed that my aim was off and that 
I hadn't killed it with one shot. I also felt bad that I had caused 
the rabbit pain. 

Guns are made for killing. That's their sole purpose. Some 

scale things back (although many would argue we've still got 
a long ways to go). Nuclear weapons are amazingly effective. 
You really can't argue with an atomic bomb. Similarly, the 
guns we've invented also are amazingly effective. They're 
so effective that children in a grade school classroom can be 
wiped out in minutes. 

Thankfully, a company in Utah called, appropriately 
enough, Amendment II, has come up with a solution. Kevlar 
backpacks and child-size body armor are now available at area
sonable price. Combine that with armed teachers and adminis
trators, and America soon will be safe again. 

Somehow, I don't think this is what the founding fathers 
had in mind even as the Second Amendment was being penned. 
I'm also pretty sure this is not the scenario Jesus had in mind 
when he spoke about the kingdom of heaven. 

You don't have to be a theologian to know that the kingdom 
Jesus was talking about more than likely would not include 
guns-especially not automatic and semi-automatic weapons 
designed for use in war. 

A friend and colleague whom I respect and admire told me 
recently that he is an ardent deer hunter. For him, a life without 
guns is unthinkable. Listening to him, I realized that he was not 
unlike my 8-year-old self, who'd gone out into the early morn
ing fields with my dad to hunt for whatever was moving around 
in the brush. It was a bonding experience. We were out there, 
my dad and I, fending off the morning chill in our Levi's jackets, 
watching for our prey. 

It was a bonding experience. We were out there, my dad and I, 
fending off the morning chill in our Levi's jackets, watching for our prey. 

say that guns are meant for target practice. True enough. But 
target practice usually involves aiming a gun at a human-look
ing outline and trying your best to shoot the heart so that one 
day, when you're using the gun for the purpose it's intended, 
you can actually kill a human being. Or maybe a deer. 

The thing is, guns make it way too easy for us to kill other 
people when we become angry. As the dominant species 
on this planet for the time being, we've finally realized that 
nuclear weapons are not a good idea, and so we've agreed to 

"' ,,"? • • t"' " • ·1' ,;,,,,, ' \';'" ' ( .. ' -~ ~ 

But guys, much as we love that whole bonding thing with 
our dads, and much as we may love the sight of a guf.l rack in 
the window of a Ford 150 and the smell of gunpowder in the 
morning, we need to wake up and smell the coffee. If we take 
seriously what Jesus was saying, we're going to have to stand 
up and say enough is enough. The lives of our children are 
worth more than our need to shoot guns. 

As folksinger John Prine succinctly put it, "Jesus don't like 
killing, no matter what the reason's for." li! 

r ,COMING IN APRIL: Spiritual discernment in our walk with God. 
. .. ~~ 
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Aleah Miller '13 t raveled abroad for a 

semester in 2012, visitin g Ghana, West 

Africa, to expe rience firsthand the 

challenges of sustainable develop

ment. Whi le in Tamale, Ghana, Miller 

learned to carry water as the locals do: 

in a bucket balanced on her head. Just 

as important, she trained residents 

to use water fi lters, providing some 

childre n with thei r first t aste of clea n 

water. She vis ited Tafi Atome, Ghana, 

where a susta inable tourist attraction 

focuses on the conservation of mona 

monkeys, and in Kakum National Park, 

Cape Coast, walked on a canopy rope 

bridge suspended from the tops of 

trees, designed to teach fo rest pres

e rvation. 

A will to serve. .. ----- -- , 
, , 

A life forever changed. 
At Elizabethtown College, our students pursue lives in service to others. 

And we offer a myriad of opportunities for them to make a difference in 

the world. Our commitment to peace and justice efforts is reflected in 

the Peace and Conflict Studies minor. Peace and Conflict Transformation 

help to promote the causes of peace and justice locally, nationally and 

internationally. 

Be a bigger part of the world. 

www.etown.edu Elizabethtown College 
Elizabethtown. Pennsylvania • 717-361 -1000 
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In the last ~ O ¥ears, Brethren Disaster Ministrie 
has sent 13,659 volunteers to rebuild homes for 1,251 families in 
45 disaster-stricken communities in the IJ.S. - from Siren, Wisconsin 
to New Orleans, from the New York Catskills to American Samoa. 

Your gifts have made this possible, and we thank you. 

BRETHREN 
Disaster Ministries 

Find us on the web at www.brethren.org/bdm 

Your continued support will enable BDM to carry out this 
vital work for disaster survivors this year, in Jesus' name. 

Send your gift to: 

Emergency Disaster Fund 
Church of the Brethren 
1451 Dundee Avenue 
Elgin, IL 60120 

Give online at www.brethren.org/edf 




