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Remarkable
Residents
...........................................
{ Residents Jerry & Berkley Daw }

HILLCREST
A Remarkable Brethren Community
...........................................
• In following our Brethren roots of Peacefully, Simply, Together

Jerry and Berkley Davis are very involved
at Hillcrest, participating in several
aspects of campus life. Jerry heads up
Channel 3, the community's in-house
television station, while Berkley serves
on the management team of the Hillcrest gift shop and assists with the production of "Hillcrest Happenings;'
the community's resident newsletter. "There is more to do and learn here
than one can imagine;' says Jerry:' "I think we made a good choice in Hillcrest!"

.......................................... .
{ Resident ShantilalBhogat }

• On-site full-time Chaplain, vesper services
• Three Brethren churches within 5 miles of Hillcrest
• University of La Verne is walking distance from Hillcrest and
offers senior audit programs
• The Interfaith Festival, Doctor's Symphony and shuttles to
cultural art activities
• Community Gardens

"Hillcrest, a model community for
retirement: orderly not chaotic,
unambiguously secure living with
caring residents, friendly responsive
associates and staff, top-rated
physical facilities for swimming,
exercising, dining, nursing and healthcare. You are in experienced
hands at Hillcrest, why go anywhere else?"

...........................................

• Great location, campus and weather
• Hillcrest offers all levels of care. You will be welcomed with
open arms and enjoy the love and comfort of lifelong friends!

{ Chaplain Tom Host£tler }
"Hillcrest. .. what a great place to
live and work! As chaplain, Iam
privileged to participate in the
spiritual life of many of the residents
and the community as a whole.
Opportunities abound for worship
at all levels of care; bible studies, phone devotions, sharing and
inspiration to meet a variety'Of needs and expectations. The care
for neighbors, the interaction and activity of residents, the desire
to learn and grow, and the beautiful facilities and surroundings all
work together to make Hillcrest a remarkable place. Come an~ !"

A Remarkable Retirement Commumt
2705 Mountain View Dr., La Verne, CA 91750
909.392.4375 I www.LivingatHillcrest.org
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8 Ted Studebaker-a lasting force for peace
Songs and stories have been written about Ted Studebaker-a young
Brethren volunteer in Vietnam who was tragically killed at the beginning of his second term of service there. This summer, 41 years after
his death, Ted's brothers Gary and Doug traveled to Vietnam to see if
they could find the people Ted worked with and hear their memories
of him. What they found was more than they hoped for.

14 Do you need Christmas?
"Our need for Christmas has almost nothing to do with the trivialized
version of the season," says Ken Gibble. Not the holiday displays that
begin appearing in stores in October, or the inescapable soundtracks
that that fill our malls and restaurants. Instead, he says, "It has everything to do with a simple story that goes back two millenniums. In that
story we learn something essential about Christianity. We learn that
Christianity is not a philosophy of life or a legal code or even a mystical, spiritual revelation. The theological word for it is incarnation. The
best word for it is love."

18 What is mine?
At a time of year when most of us are concerned about giving and
receiving things-piles and piles of things wrapped in paper and ribbons
beneath a six-foot evergreen in our living rooms-maybe it's appropriate
to stop and consider whether we really own anything at all. "It seems
like, in this season of consumer spending," notes Joshua Brockway, "this
is the perfect time to reorder our relationship to things."
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veryone likes the kind of story where good triumphs over bad.
That's the plot line we expect from movies and books. Maybe we need this
because it seems so rare in the news.
But the newspaper did bring one of these stories recently. The story came just
four months after the horrific shooting last August outside Milwaukee, where a
white supremacist named Wade Page went on a rampage at the Sikh Temple of
Wisconsin, killing six people and then himself.
One of the victims was Satwant Kaleka, president of
the temple. His sons knew he would not want them to
remain angry.
"It would have made my father's legacy, everything he
worked for his entire life, a sham," said Pardeep Kaleka at
an event reported in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinal.
But he did want to better understand the mind of the
gunman . And so he contacted Arno Michaelis, who knew
all about that life because it was one he used to live. The
turning point for him had come years earlier in a
McDonald's that he used to frequent. The cashier, a black
woman, saw his swastika tattoo and said, "I know that's
not who you are. You're a better person than that."
She was right. The former skinhead now works with an organization called Life
After Hate.
In October, somewhat nervously, Kaleka and Michaelis met at a restaurant;
their conversation ended up stretching to four hours.
A few weeks later, the temple hosted its first Heritage Day Dinner, an event
designed to help interfaith youth build a better world. The speakers were Native
American, African American, Latino, Hmong, Ch ristian, Jewish, Muslim. Then, w ith
emotion, Arno Michaelis told the story of his past and how hate can turn into violence.
In response, Pardeep Kelaka extended forgiveness and called him "my brother."
The two men continue to speak publicly together. As they and their communities are turning tragedy into hope, the rest of us are witnesses that humanity has
the power to write new endings to our worst stories.
In the Church of the Brethren, we have our own opportunities: voluntee rs
serving in Northern Ireland, church leaders visiting Israel and Palestine, Nigerian
Brethren building peace in the midst of violence. Even in this issue of MESSENGER,
we see a new ending to the often-told story of Ted Studebaker.
"See, I am about to do a new thing .... Do you not perceive it?" May you be
blessed this coming year with new beginnings-and also new endings.
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CONGREGATION CLOSE-UP

Passing out pies in Pennsylvania
They stacked apple pies-50, altogether-on tables and carts and awaited further instructions. The Sunday before
Thanksgiving, a handful of volunteers from the Little Swatara Church of the Brethren in Bethel, Pa., came to The
Gathering Place coffee shop to help with a Thanksgiving pie-distribution outreach to their local community.
Little Swatara member Patty Timmins baked the pies the previous day in the home-style manner in which all
baked goods are prepared at Gathering Place, which began as a form of community outreach by the church about
two years ago. Among the volunteers that day was Little Swatara pastor and Church of the Brethren moderator
Bob Krouse who, along with his wife Carol, soon hit the pavement with their arms full of pies. Each pie was covered with a clear plastic lid which carried a sticker bearing the words: "Happy Thanksgiving from the Little
Swatara Church of the Brethren ."
"The first door you knock on may find you a little nervous," Krouse told the volunteers just before they stepped
into the brisk autumn air. "But
then when you see how grateful
people are, you'll find it'll be fun."
Sure enough, after the initial
shock of being given a free pie
wore off, volunteers were met
with smiles from recipients living
on the blocks adjacent to the coffee shop.
"I can't believe it!" exclaimed
Denise Meyer when Timmins
handed her a pie . "This is so nice
of you ."
Later, reflecting on the event- as
well as their hopes for the coffee
shop itself-Krouse remarked,
"You open your doors and suddenly God creates community. It's
not the parting of the Red Sea, but
Little Swatara Church of the Brethren members Patty Timmins (right) and Chris
De Mille (center) present a Thanksgiving pie to neighbor Denise Meyer.
I think it's a miracle in its own
way."
Do you have district or congregatio nal sto ries th at m ight be of interest to M ESSENGER? Short items with a ph oto are best.
Send t hem t o M ESSENGER, c/o In To uch, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin , IL 60120 or messenger@ brethren.org.
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~We know that fighting will
never bring a solution to this
problem. The more we fight, the
more fighting will continue. The
only way is peace."
- Samuel Dali, president ofEkklesiyarYan'uwa a Nigeria (EVN-the Church oftheBrethren in Nigeria), speaking at the

BVTHENUM BERS

900,402
Dollar amount of Hurricane Sandy relief
materials sent on behalf of Church World
Service from the Breth ren Service Center in
New Windsor, Md.

Mission Alive 2012 conference in Lititz, Pa.
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Opening the table to the university
There were only a few dozen at the first one. Word
had gone out to students at the University of La Verne
that the La Verne (Calif.) Church of the Brethren would
be offering a free meal to students one evening. But it
didn't take long for word about the monthly gatherings
to spread.
"For the next one, we thought we might have a few
more-maybe 60 or 80," said Carlyn Harrison, kitchen
coordinator for the church, and one of the prime movers behind the meals. "But we were shocked when the

University of La Verne students load their plates at a monthly
meal provided by the La Verne (Calif.} Church of the Brethren.

entire football team showed up! We had nearly 200! We
had to run out and get more food."
With football season over, the number of students
attending has dropped to a more manageable number.
Still, the dinner has continued to be a popular event,
drawing not only students but church members who

enjoy interacting with the young people.
"I'm impressed that you all are so accepting, no matter what our backgrounds are," said freshman Wesly
Tan. "I'm Asian and Buddhist, but I feel accepted here."
Seated across the table from Tan, freshman Stefan
Celeketic added, "I like how friendly everyone is. People
are not afraid to talk. It's nice just to come here and
meet people. It's a great atmosphere."
The idea for the meals grew out of a brainstorming
session among Harrison and a few others prior to the
start of the school year. They were wondering about
how to involve students more in the church. Suddenly it
hit them: food!
"It seems so obvious now," Harrison said. "But food
seems to be the thing that always attracts college students."
The daughter of former ULV football coach Roland
Ortmayer, Harrison says she was accustomed to being
in a family that had an extended dinner table. "Growing up, my dad couldn't remember a meal that didn't
include someone else," she said. "That was true at our
house when I was growing up, too. College kids were
always over.
"My grandfather was a Methodist minister," she added. "He was a great believer in the power of fellowship.
I remember during the Vietnam war he used to say that
if all the powers in the world sat down and ate Granny's
pancakes, we'd become friends. And it's a little hard to
hurt your friends. He called them peace pancakes."
"It feels like we're becoming part of the La Verne community," said student Joel Sierra.
Which is the whole idea-providing a place of comfort
and community.
"I worry about kids in this day and age," Harrison
added. "I think it's important that they have a place
where they can feel at home and part of a broader community, and have a meal. Some of the kids have come
here for worship, but we don't pressure them. And we
want them to know that all are welcome here, no matter
what their background may be."

Keeping them in stitches
Quilters at West Charleston Church
of the Brethren in Tipp City, Ohio,
recently took 23 quilts to Michael's
House, a temporary sanctuary for
abused children. Each child who is
brought there receives the comfort
of his or her own quilt. The group
also sent 15 quilts to the DayView
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and Belle Manor nursing care
centers in New Carlisle, 25 quilts to
Hospice of Miami County, and 15
quilts to Troy Care Nursing Home.
In addition, they have made and
are donating 70 warm scarves to St.
Vincent's Homeless Shelter and 50
to Bethel Hope.

Group member Emma Musselman
"rescues" fabric scraps and makes
doggie beds for animal rescue
shelters as well. "Everyone (man
or woman) is invited to come and
quilt (or rip out mistakes!)," said an
invitation. "We have so much fun we
can promise to keep you in stitches."

REMEMBERED
John D. Metzler Jr., 89, a former treasurer
for the Church of the Brethren General
Board who also served as executive
of the General Services Commission,
died on Dec. 1, following a brief illness.
Metzler served the Church of the Brethren
or related ecumenical organizations in
various capacities for almost 40 years. In
addition to the roles mentioned above, he
also served as staff for Brethren Service,
director of education at a private high
school in Castaner, Puerto Rico, and was
employed by CROP/Church World Service
for 28 years.
James R. (Jim) Sampson, a member
of the Standing Committee of district
representatives to Annual Conference,
passed away at his home on Nov. 7.
He served on Standing Committee as a
representative of Northern Ohio District.
He was an ordained minister and
since 2000 had been chaplain at Good
Shepherd Home in Fostoria, Ohio.
John Post, who had worked for
Brethren Press at the Church of the

· -,: •;;,;t:
Brethren General Offices in Elgin, Ill.,
died on Nov. 2. He had served in the prepress department, when printing presses
for books, curriculum, and MESSENGER
magazine all were located onsite at the
denominational offices. The October
1974 MESSENGER noted his role when, as
composing department supervisor, the
press shifted from a "hot type" to a "cold
type" system, shifting from Linotype to
computer-based typesetting. By the time
Brethren Press closed its onsite printing
operation in 1986-87, he was creative
services manager and had logged 32
years of employment at the publishing
house. He lay claim to having been
the last employee to leave the printing
department in early 1987.
Roy Edwin McAuley, 91, a past
president of Elizabethtown (Pa.) College,
passed away on Oct. 29. Formerly of
Warrensburg, Mo., he died at Kingswood
Health Center in Kansas City, Mo. He
was a graduate of McPherson (Kan.)
College, Bethany Theological Seminary,

Brethren Volunteer Service
1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin, IL 60120

847-429-4384
bvs@brethren.org
www.brethrenvolunteerservice.org

___..Ill'!'-~
__:_:,;., , ,.:.;,.
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the University of Nebraska, and the
University of Denver where he earned
a doctorate in education. He served
pastorates in Omaha, Neb., and Akron,
Colo., before serving as academic dean
and then president of Elizabethtown
College. Later he became academic vice
president of the University of Central
Missouri in Warrensburg, retiring in 1988.
Ruth Clark, 77, of Big Sky American
Baptist/Brethren Church in Froid, Mont.,
in Northern Plains District, d ied on Nov.
6 at Trinity Hospital in Minot, N.D. She
was a former member of the Church
of the Brethren General Board, serving
two terms on the denominational board.
She also had served on the board of
directors of On Earth Peace. In May
2009, she was recognized by Northern
Plains Distri ct for serving for more than
35 years in various roles, including
several terms on the district board,
the Standing Committee of Annual
Conference, and as a Heifer International
representative.

"If ~ou lis1en 1o qod's call 1o serve o1hers,
he will bless ~OIA ~an~ 1i~es over.
f3VS is awond~rjtloppoduni~
fo con1inue 1he work~ JestAS."

t.,
. ·•·

f3VSer .Sharon Poff
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Silent witnessing at
Disneyland-and beyond!

D

o you ever feel like you're going against the
herd when you try to spread Jesus' message
of peace? With people seeming to accept that war
is our natural and inevitable state of being, it's sometimes
hard to declare a message that runs counter to that.
Recently, I came across some words from former Annual
Conference moderator Tim Harvey that caused me to think
about the numerous ways available to
us to share Jesus' message of peace.
"We speak through our words, our
lives, and the printed word," he said.
Witnessing through the printed
word is something I've done for
years-via bumper stickers, T-shirts,
and pins. Seeing Brother Tim's
reminder recently made me think
again about how effective this form of
"silent witnessing" can be.
I first experienced the power of
silent witnessing when my husband
and I happened to be visiting Disneyland during the "line in
the sand" time prior to the Persian Gulf War. This was just
before the US military began massive bombings in the area
following Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 1990. In San Diego,
where we live, a very aggressive, militaristic form of patriotism could be seen around this time among people who were
doing their own form of "silent witnessing." They wore
T-shirts emblazoned with the American flag and messages like
"Support Our Troops."
So, when deciding what to wear to Disneyland, I kept in
mind the fact that I'd be mingling with many people. I

was thrilled and gratified when a woman wearing an
American flag pin and a yellow "Support Our Troops" ribbon
read my T-shirt (and perhaps the pin as well) and thoughtfully commented, "Hmm .. . you know, I think maybe we do
have our priorities upside-down."
More recently, the Church of the Brethren agency On
Earth Peace has created bumper stickers (as well as T-shirts
and pins) which share the message, "When Jesus said, 'Love
your enemies,' I think he probably meant 'Don't kill
them."' (This is a slightly modified rendition of a line from a
song I wrote some years back.) The response to this message has been varied. I'll never forget the reaction of the airline flight attendant who turned his head sideways to read
aloud the "When Jesus said ... " bumper sticker on my guitar
case as I was boarding a plane. He said in a thoughtful tone,
"Well, I'm for the war, but I'm for Jesus, too ... " Though I
had to move down the aisle, I was elated to leave him with
those conflicting thoughts!
Many people who have commented, "Love your bumper
sticker/T-shirt!" have gladly accepted my offer of a bumper
sticker or two to help spread the message so that they can
do more "silent witnessing."
What does this accomplish? First of all, as the late
Brethren author and peace activist Art Gish said, we need to
live our lives in such a way that those around us conclude
that "There are Christians who truly believe in Jesus' clear
teachings of enemy love." In addition, such silent witnessing
can spark wonderful conversations with kindred spirits, with
those seeking ways to reconcile religion with support for
war, and also with those who disagree with our views.
So plant the seeds via messages on bumpers, bulletin

WITNESSING THROUGH THE PRINTED WORD IS SOMETHING l'VE
DONE FOR YEARS-VIA BUMPER STICKERS, T-SHIRTS, AND PINS
viewed this as an opportunity to offer some food for thought
to others, and hoped I might create some "Ah-ha!"
moments-or at least some cognitive dissonance. I wore my
T-shirt bearing the message: "It will be a great day when our
schools have all the money they need, and the Air Force has
to have a bake sale to buy a bomber." I also wore a pin
encouraging us to envision a peaceful future: "Let's give our
children a world without war."
As we stood in the slowly moving lines for rides, there
was plenty of time for people to casually observe each
other. At least a couple of times, I spotted people reading my
T-shirt and then shaking their heads or snorting . However, I
Messenger December 2012
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boards, fridges, laptops, T-shirts, pins, caps, canvas bags,
etc.! There's no assurance that you'll ever see or reap the
harvest. But take a leap of faith and put these thought-provoking messages out there. You never know who might be
encouraged to think twice about Jesus' instructions for us to
love our enemies.~
Linda Kay Williams is a member of the San Diego (Ca lif.) Church of the Brethren. She has
led children's choirs at Annual Conference and written numerous songs based on Jesus'
message of peace. To hear her song: "When Jesus said 'Love your enemies' I th ink he
probably meant don't kill them,"' goto http://wwwyoutube.com/watch ?v=4uupgZR2A70.
She is also a contributor to the book Chicken Soup for the Soul: Stories for a Better World.
Buy it at onearthpeace.org and a portion of the purchase price will go to On Earth Peace.

QUOTEWORTHY

'' My entry back
into the Church of
the Brethren was
through Brethren
Volunteer
Service.''
-Jody Gunn, hospice chaplain, member of the Easton (Md.)
Church of the Brethren, and M .Div. Connections student at
Bethany Theological Seminary, who grew up Disciples of Christ,

but who, at the encouragement of her Brethren aunt, looked into
BVS when she was exploring options for service

"We have, to put it very bluntly, a lot of
explaining to do."
-Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams, quoted by The New
York Times shortly after the Church of England narrowly rejected

allowing women to serve as bishops

"If we really believe in that God of love, how
can we not love our neighbors? If one does
not have the freedom to practice their religion,
then before long none of us will."
-The Rev. Joseph Breen of St. Edward Catholic Church in
Nashville, Tenn., representing the Diocese of Nashville at the opening of the Islamic Center of Murfreesboro, which faced significant
community opposition before it opened on Nov. 18

CULTUREVIEW ♦♦
♦ The road to the White House
is no longer white and Christian.
President Obama won reelection
with a voter coalition that was
far more racially and religiously
diverse than Mitt Romney's--a
phenomenon both predicted in
the days before the election and
confirmed in the days after. "The
changing religious landscape is
presenting a real challenge to the
strategy that relied on motivated
white Christians, particularly
white evangelical Christians,"
said Public Religion Research
Institute research director Dan
Cox, referring to a PRRI study
released Nov. 15.
♦ Bishop Justin Welby, a former
oil executive who's emerged
as a critic of corporate excess,
has been chosen as the 105th
archbishop of Canterbury,
primate of the Church of England
and leader of the worldwide
77-million-member Anglican
Communion. Welby, 56, succeeds
Archbishop Rowan Williams,
who will return to academ ia
at Cambridge University next

year. Welby will be enthroned
as archbishop of Canterbury in
Canterbury Cathedral on March
21, 2013. "To be nominated to
this post is both astonishing and
exciting," he said. "we are at
one of those rare points where
the tide of events is turning, and
the church nationally, including
the Church of England, has great
opportunities to match its very
great but often hidden strengths."
♦ The US Congress will become
a shade more religiously diverse
this January, after the Nov.
6 election of the first Hindu
representative and first Buddhist
senator. Mazie Hirono, a nonpracticing Buddhist, was elected
to be the next US senator from the
state of Hawaii. Also from Hawaii,
Tulsi Gabbard will become the first
Hindu-American congresswoman.
Ami Bera, a doctor who was
raised Hindu but now
identifies as a Unitarian
Universalist, also won
his race for California's
7th congressional
district.

JUST FOR FUN: WORD FIND
"The kind of Christianity the world responds to
is the authentic 'love your neighbor' kind. Its
appeal can't be legislated through court battles
and neither can courts stop its spread."

0 CHRISTMAS TREE In the puzzle below, find the following types of evergreen plants. Answers may be horizontal, vertical, or diagonal, forwards or backwards.
HEMLOCK
SPRUCE
CEDAR

-Richard Stearns, president of World Vision, in " Goodbye Christian

FIR
PINE
HOLLY

LIVE OAK
ARBORVITAE
CYPRESS

JUNIPER
REDWOOD
YEW

America; hello true Christianity," at huffingtonpost.com
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"In various eras, those who claimed to follow
Christ used specific Bible passages to argue that
the Inquisition was God's will, the Crusades were
a good idea, slavery was legitimate, women
should not be allowed to own property or have
the right to vote, disabled people must have
sinned to deserve their disabilities, and God hated Jews. Although each of these beliefs was
based on the literal words of a particular Bible
passage, all of them were in opposition to the
message and life of Jesus and the prophets."
--C.S. Pearce, director of media relations for Claremont School of
Theology and Claremont Lincoln University
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A LASTING FORCE FOR
by Doug and Gary Studebaker

Honoring a brother
We traveled to Vietnam in search of a brother. We went to
honor his remarkable life and humanitarian work as a conscientious objector who volunteered to be in a deeply war-torn
country to live his ideals simply and joyfully. We hoped to
visit Di Linh, the Central Highlands village where Ted had
lived for over two years with the Vietnamese and indigenous
Koho hill tribe people, and we hoped to meet some of these
individuals whom he knew and loved. With us we carried the

■ Messeoge, Decembec 2012

hopes and support of each of our siblings: Mary Ann
(Cornell), Lowell, Nancy (Smith), Linda (Post) and Ron.
Our intention was simple, yet we knew we would face
challenges, particularly political challenges in the up-country
rural provinces of this still transforming nation. We set about
gathering information, making contacts, and planning in the
months prior to our travels. What we could not have anticipated was the depth of support and the rich memories that
came as we reached out to many former Vietnam Christian
Service (VNCS) volunteers, now scattered throughout the US.

[Forty-one years after their brother, Ted
Studebaker, was killed on April 26, 1971 in an
attack on the Vietnam Christian Service (VNCS)
project house in Di Linh, Vietnam, two of his
brothers, Gary and Doug Studebaker, traveled to
Vietnam . During three weeks in May of this year
they visited the places where Ted had lived and
worked for two years as a Brethren volunteer
agriculturalist with VNCS. This article is an
account of their journey and their encounters with
the Vietnamese and indigenous Koho villagers
near Di Linh who still hold vivid memories of Ted,
the American who loved life and lived so simply
among them during a tumultuous, war-torn period. Gary and Doug are currently working on a
book about their brother. -Ed.]
left: Ted Studebaker with a family in a field in Vietnam.
Above: Doug and Gary showing K'Lai and his family the
Joy Hofacker Moore book about Ted.

Ted Studebaker was our brother. We were honored to be on
this journey with him and we can bear witness that his quietly
directed life was truly a positive force.
Our inspiring conversations with them proved to be an
important source of information as they shared recollections
and personal stories of Ted and the remarkable impact he'd
had on their lives. We came to realize that these individuals
were forever linked by the profound volunteer experiences
they shared during this chapter of their youth. It was a time
of upheaval that both challenged and built one's character.
Indeed, they were more than willing to share their knowledge
and to help us succeed in honoring Ted. Through these often
emotional conversations our "journey" began long before
we departed for Vietnam.
In addition to much emotional suppport, each of our siblings contributed a packet of seeds to be scattered in Di Linh
in Ted's honor. We carried these seeds as a reminder of Ted's
life, of his roots in the farmlands of Ohio, and as a reminder
of the connection that we share with all people. We also
wanted to plant a tree in this remote community to honor
him, but recognized the challenge of honoring an American
in this way in a former adversary country where all land is
now owned and under the authority of the government.

Furthermore, as Americans, we knew we would be watched
by provincial government officials in the rural provinces
where there is little tourism. We also knew of the continued
oppression of the indigenous Montagna rd people and were
intent that our contact with them would create no further
political hardship for them.
With these things in mind, we chose to travel lightly and
to minimize our "American footprint." Yet we kept an abiding
hope that these activities could be observed once we established contact with people who knew Ted, and who might
share our desire to celebrate Ted's life and his contributions
more than 40 years before.

Happiness followed by tragedy
Extending his two-year agriculture and community work
assignment in Di Linh to a third year, Ted married Lee Ven
Pak in a simple Christian ceremony at the local Tin Lan
Church, conducted in the Koho language and respecting the
Koho traditions. Like Ted, Ven Pak was a VNCS volunteer.
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She had come to Vietnam from her home in Hong Kong. The
two had met two years earlier at their initial VNCS language
training in Saigon. Thus, their marriage culminated a twoyear courtship as Ven Pak joined Ted at the Di Linh project
where they began their life together. But their joy and happiness was to be short lived.
Just one week after their wedding, the VNCS Project
House came under a late-night mortar barrage and attack.
Vietcong soldiers entered the project house shortly after midnight on April 26, 1971, and shot Ted to death. Three VNCS
survivors who made it to the bunker in the house included
Ven Pak, project nurse Phyllis Cribby, and community development worker Daisy Benares. With the morning light, Ted's
body was found reeled back by the force of the bullets into
his closet where he'd earlier raised baby chicks for distribution. Above his lifeless body a poster on his closet door
posed this question, "What if they gave a war and no one
came?"

Forty-one years later
Grace Mishler, a social worker in Ho Chi Minh City with Church
of the Brethren Global Missions and Service, provided valuable support on our arrival in Vietnam. She and her colleagues
warmly welcomed us, helped us secure our initial university
lodging, and connected us with an interpreter for our travels
north to the Central Highlands. Richard Fuller, an American
and a former VNCS volunteer who now lives in coastal Nha
Trang, Vietnam, was instrumental in setting up additional
Vietnamese hosts for us in Ho Chi Minh City and in Di Linh.
Richard had even paved the way for our visit to Di Linh by
traveling there prior to our arrival, locating two of Ted's Koho
VNCS co-workers in the nearby Koho villages. In their late 60s,
these men were K'Krah, a co-worker who actually served as
best man at the wedding of Ted and Ven Pak, and K'Lai who
also worked with Ted on community development projects.
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Through Richard, we learned that the Di Linh VNCS project house where Ted had lived no longer existed. We also
discovered that the Tin Lan church where Ted and Ven Pak
were married a week prior to his death was no longer standing. Though this was disappointing information, it actually
served to help sharpen the focus and purpose for our journey: to simply honor our fallen brother.

A peace connection
As we arrived in Ho Chi Minh City, a powerful peace connection emerged for us through the music of the late Vietnamese
peace song writer/singer Trinh Cong Son. An accomplished
musician, Richard Fuller now translates and performs the
songs of TC Son, a man to whom Joan Baez referred as the
"Bob Dylan of Vietnam." It was through this connection that
we were introduced to Richard's friend, Mr. Hai, who took us
to the Ho Chi Minh City home of TC Son. There we met Son's
family. This was a particularly moving experience to be in
their presence and to share Joy Moore's book, Ted
Studebaker: A Man Who Loved Peace. We also shared a treasured CD of Ted interpreting and then signing the songs of
TC Son with his own guitar accompaniment.
In America, we often think that the peace movement of
the '60s was purely an American reaction to our inv9lvement
in the Vietnam War. It was heartening to be reminded that a
yearning for peace crosses all national boundaries. The
music of TC Son helped to spark a peace movement within
Vietnam in reaction to the "American War." We learned that
TC Son's work was actually honored by the current
Vietnamese reunification government just prior to Son's
death in 2001.
In the late 1960s, Ted embraced the music of TC Son and
sang and recorded Son's songs while in Di Linh. Forty-one
years later, we met Mr. Hai through this "peace connection."
Mr. Hai, our host in Ho Chi Minh City, was so moved by Ted's

"One of my clearest impressions was that Ted scarcely seemed a foreigner
there (in Di Linh, Vietnam) because of his own simple tastes, because of his
proficiency in both the Vietnamese and Koho languages, and, perhaps
above all, because he felt genuinely enriched by the culture of those around
him, and sought to learn from that culture. Ted was very much at home."
-Former M ESSENGER editor Howard Royer, in an article in the June 1971
few months prior to his death.

M ESSENGER,

based on hi s visit with Ted in Di Linh a

story that he offered to accompany us on the seven-hour bus
trip to the Central Highlands and the now sprawling community of Di Linh. He also thoughtfully arranged for us to be hosted
in Di Linh by Mr. Giau, a family friend and businessman with
local government connections. In this way our travel to this
remote area would be understood and, importantly, our
planned contact with the local Koho people would be less concerning for local government officials.

a water ram project for the village. We lay in the green grass
by these rice fields and watched the clouds moving above.
No doubt our brother had done the same. We wondered if
the planted rice was still the hybrid strain Ted had introduced
- a rice strain the villagers had strongly preferred for its taste
and production qualities.
Across the road and just up the hill from the VNCS project
house stood the MACV compound (U.S. Military Assistance
Command, Vietnam), a remnant of a
violent era. It was there that the
Walking where Ted walked
VNCS project's mail was dropped
With much anticipation, we departed
and retrieved each day. Nearby was
by bus for the Central Highlands and
the location of the Tin Lan Church
where Ted and Ven Pak had married.
Di Linh. Leaving the urban sprawl of
Ho Chi Minh City, we passed through
We felt close to our brother as we
towns and markets and then into
viewed these landmarks, compared
beautiful mountain terrain with rows
old photos, and walked the land
of coffee trees and tea plants owing to
where he had lived and worked.
French colonialism. In fertile valleys
Our most treasured memowe saw rice fields with water buffalo
ries of our time in the Di Linh area
and farmers working in the fields.
were the moments we shared in
Billowing white clouds stood against
the modest homes of K'Krah and
blue skies as we ascended to the
K'Lai in the Koho villages. Their
Central Highlands.
families and these communities
Spending one week in Di Linh, we
welcomed us with so much grace
stayed in a guest home near the Giau
and warmth. They served tea·and
family. Our hosts invited us to their
fruit as we talked about their lives,
Gary the at site of former Di Linh VNCS
home throughout the week where we
their families, and of their memohouse. Buildings have been added since 1971.
made plans over tea and occasional
ries and admiration for Ted . We
meals. Mr. Giau and Mr. Hai accompashowed them photo prints that
nied us to various sites where Ted had lived and worked. We
Ted had sent home, and they were delighted to see and
describe these photos for us. We proudly distributed Ted
walked on the now vacant property where the VNCS house
had once stood on a downward sloping hill overlooking the
Studebaker books to these families and their friends.
Bui, another of Ted's Koho friends, was present at the
river and the rice fields below. We walked down to this river
where Ted had joked with the Koho children, had occasionalgathering at K'Lai's home. She had been just 12 years old
ly washed Puddin, the project dog, and where he worked on
when she was a flower girl at Ted and Ven Pak's wedding.
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Now a nurse in a nearby village, Bui was delighted to recall
her VNCS experiences and her memories of the wedding
day and the tragedy that followed. K'Lai 's son-in- law
brought his guitar to this festive gathering and we all
enjoyed sitting on the bare floors and singing many songs
that seemed to melt the cultural divide as the guitar was
passed around to several guitarists among those gathered.
It was a joyful and memorable experience to be honored
guests among the Koho people.
The day following our emotional visit to K'Lai's home, we
learned that government officials questioned K'Lai about our
visit. They wanted to know why the two Americans were at
his house, what they did, and if they had given any money
to K'Lai or his family. This was a reminder that the Koho
people live with continued restrictions on their liberties.
It was agreed that the seeds brought from America would
be scattered in Di Linh by K'Krah and Mr. Giau. But what
about also planting a tree in the area to honor our brother?
This would also be accomplished thanks to the growing
friendship with Mr. Giau. We selected a beautiful bougainvillea tree, which was placed in his garden. Mr. Giau, a bonsai
expert, committed to shaping and caring for this tree for
years to come.
On our final morning in Di Linh , we came upon a Honda
motorbike business a few blocks from the site of VNCS project house. We spoke to the owner, Mr. Lai, of our purpose in
visiting Di Linh. To our amazement, he told us that he knew
of the Americans and of our brother. Mr. Lai indicated he
had a friend who knew Ted well. He wanted to call this
friend, an electrician, and asked us to return in an hour.
We returned and met his enthusiastic friend, Thu
Nguyen. For two hours, Mr. Lai and Mr. Thu shared stories
about their acquaintance with Ted, the agriculture work he
had done in their community, and their sorrow when they
learned of Ted's death.
Mr. Thu said he was a boy of only 14 years when he first
came to know Ted . With a sparkle in his eyes he explained,
"Ted was my big brother." He told of Ted's kindness, anonymously giving money to his poor fami ly due to a particular
need .
"We loved this guy, Ted Studebaker," Mr. Thu said "He
spoke fluent Koho and Vietnamese, and he lived so simply
among us. He always rode a green bike to the various projects and villages. Ted started projects with rice, bees, and
chickens. He was so fun to be with, walking on his hands at
the village green and throwing the American football with
the kids. Ted played his guitar and sang peace songs there
as well. He was very special to us. We loved him so much."

A gift from a brother
For the next two weeks as we traveled and met with people
in Vietnam and Cambodia, we reflected on the poignant
moments we were privileged to experience in this remote
Di Linh community. We had made this journey to honor our

have the ability to rise above this weakness by simply reaching out to one another to promote greater understanding .
There is so much more that unites us all than that which
divides us.
In reflection, we felt a strong sense that this underscored
Ted's own humanity and his accomplishments with the people of this remote area during a tortured time. This was Ted's
message speaking so loudly to us 41 years after he'd lived
and worked among these good people .

A force for peace

Gary and Doug with their hosts in the home of K'lai and his family
praying for their success in honoring Ted

brother, but had come away deeply and personally enriched
ourselves. How special to meet these people whom Ted had
loved, and how amazing to experience their simple lives
and their continued love for him. And how amazing for the
two of us, Ted's brothers, to share this experience together.
We realized that it was Ted who had given us this gift-the
lasting gift of this shared experience, which we shared with
our family.
In departing Di Linh, we heard distinctly separate, unexpected, and yet very similar heartfelt sentiments from our
friends Mr. Giau and Mr. Lai. These were the kind of sentiments that hold deep meaning and invite further thought.
From Mr. Lai, the kind and thoughtful Di Linh Honda dealer,
we received the following email in slightly broken English:
After I met you and your brother yesterday, I have
many ideas in my heart. Before days I used to
think white people or their family USA are not closely
linked with each other. When I see your family, I am
mistake. You went very long distance to come to Di
Linh for to find of the died of your brother (Mr. Ted).
My local peoples loved him very much. He was a good
man and held our many things to our heart and . .. we
remember Mr. Ted, with lovely. Your friend, Lai Di Linh
It was eye-opening for us to learn that we Americans are
thought to have little family closeness-an honest revelation
from two Vietnamese persons who took the time to reach out
and share this observation . It is reminiscent of a nationally
broadcast statement during the war from General
Westmoreland, who confidently asserted, "These people (the
Vietnamese) do not value human life as we (Americans) do."
Both statements represent unfounded beliefs. Perhaps it is
our human nature to pre-judge one another, but clearly we

During our amazing journey, we spoke with many who freely
and often quite emotionally shared insights of what Ted's life
meant to them. These meditations were frequently joined by
a shared perception that our brother had lived so simply and
yet so joyfully among a people who were victims of human
suffering in a war-ravaged country. Ted understood that life is
about reaching out, understanding, and showing love for one
another. Several of Ted's colleagues echoed words expressed
by one of them: that his good nature, quiet comm itment, and
sense of purpose epitomized "what we all hoped to achieve
through the VNCS
experience."
Another colleague
reflected deeply, recalling vividly how the stunning news of Ted's death
had affected her in 1971
and how it has continued to influence her life
to this day. "Ted's life
was such a strong and
positive force. It was the
kind of force that just
could not be stopped in
any other way... . "
Ted Studebaker was
our brother. We were
honored to be on this
journey with him and
we can bear witness that his quietly directed life was
truly a positive force. It was a force for peace, for greater
u nderstanding, and reconciliation during a time of
conflict. Ted's life and his message still resonate forcefully
41 years after his death. li!

Ga ry Studeba ker lives in Anaheim , Ca lif., with his w ife, Susan, and daughter Ramona.
He is a ca reer educator focu sed on the needs of disabled individuals. and cu rrent ly
teaches other special education in structors at National Unive rsity.
Doug Studebaker lives in the San Francisco Bay area w ith his wif e, Linda, and daughters Mackenzie and Ch loe. After a ca reer in healthcare, he now builds tree houses and
coach es high school pole vaulters.
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HRIST

S?

D

o you need Christmas?
That's an odd question, isn't it? Notice that I
didn't ask "Do you like Christmas?" And I
didn't ask the question so often asked at this time of year,
"Are you ready for Christmas?" I asked, "Do you need
Christmas?"
I think you do. I think you need Christmas in order to see
and understand and appreciate what it means to be fully
human.
But please understand that when I say "Christmas," I'm
not talking about the North American version of Christmas.
Almost everyone moans about the stores setting up their
Christmas displays in October. It's a common complaint

In that story we learn something essential about
Christianity. We learn that Christianity is not a philosophy
of life or a legal code or even a mystical, spiritual revelation. In Christmas we see that the whole thing rests on a
person. Christianity makes the astounding claim that God
comes to us in the person of Jesus; he comes breathing,
eating, talking, touching. God meets us face-to-face, person-to-person. The theological word for it is incarnation.
The best word for it is love.
In the Christmas story there are angels appearing to
Mary and Joseph, there are heavenly choirs, and a mysterious star. But these are all the trappings, the extras added
for poetic or other effect. The essence of the whole thing is

INTI,MATE RELA.TIONSPIIP WITH · .

that Christmas involves too much rushing around, too
many presents costing too many dollars. Christmas in our
country equals big bucks; but that isn't what I'm talking
about.
What bothers me is the trivialization of Christmas.
Take, for instance, the music. Undeniably, the most beautiful music belongs to this season of the year. Think of the
exquisite loveliness of "Silent Night," the triumphant majesty of "Adeste Fideles," the compelling and complex
imagery of "The Holly and the Ivy." No other collection of
words and melody equals the songs of Christmas. But
when they seep into our ears from every audio system in
every store, elevator, and office, they lose their beauty.
They are reduced to the commonplace, the trivial. They are
taken away from us.
Our need for Christmas has almost nothing to do with
the trivialized version of the season . It has everything to do
with a simple story that goes back two millenniums.

'
TO
· . · I~

a baby, a flesh and blood child who is born like every other
child, with the mother gasping for breath as she painfully
pushes the infant into the world, its wet and messy arrival
accompanied by squalls loud enough to hurt your ears and
melt your heart.
When you stop to think about it, there is no way anyone
would have guessed God would come to earth this way,
despite what the Hebrew prophets had said. Micah foretold
that Bethlehem, a little village, would be the birthplace of
Israel's king. But nobody was paying much attention to
what Micah had said. And anyone who might have peered
into the stable that night and seen the child lying in the cattle's feed trough would not have guessed in a million years
that this was the Savior of the world. There was nothing
very grand about the birth of Mary's son.
But if there was nothing grand about his birth, there was
something intensely human about it. And that is the important thing. For in this birth, the ineffable God, the one
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• THE
JOY AND THE PAIN OF THE HUMAN
CONDITION, ·

gift-giving and a few more-or-less enjoyable parties. You
see, to let Christmas truly touch us, we must enter fully into
the joy and the pain of the human condition, a condition
into which God entered fully and freely.

whose being spans galaxies of galaxies that we have not yet
begun to measure, this mighty God willingly and graciously
entered into intimate relationship with humanity.
Christmas is about relationships-God's reaching out to
us, our reaching out to each other. We send out our
Christmas cards by the millions with a silent longing to be
in touch with those whose stories have interwoven with our
own. And between the neatly printed lines of verse there are
unwritten questions: "Do you still remember me? Are you
still there? Are you still my friend? Do you still care?"
Christmas is about relationships.
To enter into a relationship with another is to make oneself vulnerable, and God took that risk too. The child in
Bethlehem grew up to walk the path of obedience all the
way to a criminal's death. That's why, in the Christmas story,
the flickering lantern that lights the dark stable walls in
Bethlehem casts shadows that form themselves into a cross.
In the centuries-old carol "The First Good Joy That Mary
Had," the mother of the Christ child names her Christmas
joys one by one, until abruptly there comes a joy that
sounds strange to our ears:
The next good joy t hat Mary had
It was the joy of six:
To see her own son Jesus Christ
Upon the Crucifix.
When those words catch us up short, as they are intended
to do, we suddenly see why so few people ever find in
Christmas anything more than an occasion for perfunctory
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Christmas, we see and feel the subtle
nterplay between the divine and human
as at no other time. And despite the holiday
advertising blitz, despite the determined efforts of so many
people to turn Christmas into triviality, there is something
about it that makes even the most hardened cynics among
us pause for a moment.
It may be a glimpse of a candle burning in a window, or
the night-time echoes of "Joy to the World" played by a
brass ensemble, or even someone's firm handclasp and
direct gaze accompanied by the worn, old greeting, "Merry
Christmas." And the message is there-that God comes into
such a world as this, comes to stand with us and laugh with
us and suffer with us. Yes, even to suffer with us-whether
the pain be a hunger for food to fill empty bellies or hope to
fill empty hearts.
The carol says, "Of all the trees that are in the wood, the
holly bears the crown." And we know now what crown it is,
a crown of thorns, and we know humanity still wears it, and
we know the one who, crucified, bore it on his head for us
and with us- all because of love.
.
For that is the truth of the Christian faith, just as it is the
truth of Christmas ... love. It is as unsentimental and as
strong and as human a message of redemption and hope
that the world has ever known .
And it's why I still need Christmas, and so do you, and so
does this weary, weary world. li!

Ken Gibble is an ordained minister in the Ch urch of t he Brethren and a prol ific author.
He lives in Greencastle, Pa .

You don't have
to be lovable
You don't have to be lovable
to be loved by God.

You don't have to be strong
to receive God's strength.

You don't have to be powerful
to be empowered by God.

You don't have to be wise
to receive God's wisdom.

You need an open heart
for God to touch,

An obedient spirit
for God to lead,

A willing mind
for God to teach,

And a faithful soul
for God to bless.

by Peggy Yengling

I

tis that time of the year. Our newspapers are
crammed with full-color ads telling us just what we
need, just as our televisions seem to explode with
catchy commercials that show us the newest and greatest
things. Every ad executive wants us to imagine our world
with a whole new collection of possessions, and every
vender wants us to come buy it from them. Our Christmas
imagination is now taken over by the desire to buy and
own. And instead of using the Advent season to prepare
ourselves for the coming of Christ, we prepare our homes
for all the new stuff we will get.
What if we, as the church, took these few weeks of
reflection to reframe our imaginations? What if instead
of thinking about our purchases we took the time to think
about the ways we hold and have the things we own? It
seems like, in this season of consumer spending, this is the
perfect time to reorder our relationship to things.
Modern thinkers, both theologians and political philosophers,
have turned to Matthew 22:15-22 as the biblical foundation for
the separation of church and state. As Thomas Jefferson said,
the wall between government and religion is one of the central
components of the democratic project. Despite any misgivings
one may have regarding the interpretation of scripture from
the likes of Jefferson, it is important to say one thing about this
passage in the Gospel of Matthew-it isn't about government at
all. Rather, it is a word from Christ that redefines how we are to
understand our possessions.
In verse 15, the Pharisees presented Jesus with the question
of the ages: Should the people of God pay taxes? Their question
had little to do with taxes. It was a set-up to entrap Jesus in
the politics of the day. To answer "yes" would have drawn
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the mistrust of the people, while "no" would have brought the
wrath of Rome. True to fashion, Jesus side-stepped the issue
by raising the larger question of possessions. "Whose head is
this, and whose title?" And with their answer he replied, "Give
therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor's, and
to God the things that are God's."
While the authorities may have been satisfied with
the response, those of the faith knew immediately the
implication. For what can there be in the world that God
has not first created? Simply put, everything belongs to
God. With just a few words, Jesus subverted the political
question by turning toward questions of ownership.
In a day such as ours, Jesus' answer is not a comfortable
one. We are not tied up in the Roman culture as much as we
are in a system of privatization. To put it another way, Jesus
gives only two options-Caesar or God. For those of us reared
in the ways of home ownership and personal bank accounts,
there is a missing party: us. What about the things we
possess? What about "ours"? If I give all to the two of these,
what about me? Is there nothing I have that is my own?
Jesus' answer rightly condemns our understanding
of things-the things we buy, the things we make, and
the things we are given. We are formed in a culture in
which "possession is 9/10ths of the law" and the way to
prosperity is paved with purchasing and consumption.
Making, buying, and owning are the central components of
any economic system. Yet within the United States these
things are necessarily private. The making and owning
of things is done by individuals and private groups. So
for Jesus to talk about economics and things without
reference to the role of private ownership is unsettling.

However, Jesus' statement has nothing to do with modern
theories of economics. That is to say, this is not a proof text
for a kind of communism. There is still no category for "other
ownership." What we have is owed to either Caesar or to
God. Yet, as any good reader of the Scriptures will say, there
is nothing we can own that is not a product of God's creative
work. That changes how every Christian is to understand the
things of this world.
The lack of property or ownership shifts the terms of
the conversation. Those of us between Caesar and God are
simply caretakers. We do not own but manage, or steward,
the things within our reach. We are not owners of land,
property, or wealth. We are caretakers of those things.
When we shift our perspective, we finally arrive at a healthy
understanding of wealth, resources, and gifts. They are not to
be owned or possessed, but to be used.
Growing into this vision of stewardship over the cultural
values of possession is a tricky process. We have come to
desire savings accounts, rainy day funds, and funneling
dollars into our buildings, all in the name of being good
stewards. The reality, however, is that we are really being
good owners. There is nothing wrong with savings or
buildings. It is the perspective we bring to those accounts
and properties that matters. We have simply translated good
ownership practices into the language of stewardship.
What if, instead of holding back for a rainy day or
maintaining the building, we asked how our resources are
being used? How are those of us who are entrusted with

Yet the hardest lesson to learn as stewards is the story of
sufficiency. There is enough for us, but we can't just keep
holding onto it. That is the lesson of the manna in the desert
wanderings (Exodus 16). The food provided is sufficient,
for God grants what we need. But our desire to hold back,
to gain more than we truly need, spoils the very gifts in our
midst. At the same time, th is is not a narrative about selfsufficiency. The gathering of enough is a shared task. One
might not get ahold of enough manna for his house, but
everyone working together are able to provide for all.
It is hard to snap ourselves out of the dreams of ownership
and the fear based in scarcity. In Brethren terms, we have yet to
truly embrace simplicity as an embodied model of stewardship.
This is clear in the data gathered in Carl Bowman's study of the
Brethren at 300 years. When asked to rank the most elements
of our denominational tag line-Continuing the work of Jesus.
Peacefully. Simply. Together-more than 50 percent marked
"simply" the least important of the values (Portrait of a People,
129). In this season of Christmas when abundance seems to
capture our imaginations with more stuff, why would we worry
about the need to simplify our possessions? In the face of
more than enough, living simply so that others may simply live
seems out of touch.
All the while, people around us clearly do not have
enough. No longer can we turn our eyes from those in need
by switching off the TV, when people around us lose their
homes and must put all they can into a single box. Giving
to God what is God's is a clear mandate to manage our

GIVING TO GOD WHAT IS GOD'S IS A CLEAR MANDATE TO
MANAGE OUR POSSESSIONS IN SUCH A WAY THAT
THOSE AROUND US HAVE THEIR SHARE OF GOD'S GRACE.
these resources furthering the mission of the church in
the world? In this frame of mind we might easily see that
what makes for good ownership actually short-circuits the
kingdom work we genuinely want to do. All because we are
still trying to be owners and not truly caretakers.
At the root of this "mine" mentality is the deeply ingrained
story of scarcity. The law of supply and demand defines all
we do. There is a finite supply, and demand is endless. So we
hold onto possessions with a subtle fear that there are no more
things for us to have. Some may try to counter this narrative
with an equally wrong-headed view of abundance. There is
enough for everyone and we can continue using our goods
without worry about anyone going without. More theologically
minded persons have done this by saying that somehow our
things are a sign of favor. Doing the right work and being the
right kind of Christian is manifested by the quality of life we
live-and of course the cars we have in the garage.

possessions in such a way that those around us have their
share of God's grace. Governments will continue to take, but
the Christian steward also lets go of ownership and is free to
let it go for the restorative work of God in the world.
When we pass the plates among those gathered for
worship we are given the opportunity to embody a new kind
of freedom. Through the practice of giving, we learn slowly
that all we have is a gift. What goes into the offering is but a
token, a sign that these gifts of ours are loosely held. When
the work of God around us asks more, we give, not out of
duty but out of the recognition that even what we possess
is God's first. What we give is not shared out of a desire to
define and influence. Instead it is returned with much thanks
for what it has offered each one of us, and for what it will
contribute to the greater mission of God. li!
Joshua Brockway is director of spiritual life and discipleship for the Church of t he Bret hren.
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Conference addresses incarnational
mission' far away and at home
Close to 200 Brethren from as far
as Nigeria and Brazil, and as near
as Elizabethtown and Annville, Pa.,
gathered Nov. 16-18 at Lititz (Pa.)
Church of the Brethren for Mission
Alive 2012, a conference sponsored
by Church of the Brethren Global
Mission and Service.
Plenary sessions, worship services,
and workshops on a wide array of
mission-related topics were held over
the weekend, which began Friday with
an address by Jonathan Bonk, executive
director of the Overseas Ministries
Study Center in New Haven, Conn.
"We in the West like to do a lot of
abstract thinking about missions," Bonk
said. "But the only meaningful mission
is incarnation. We are full of 'a priori'

of Jesus in our local communities and
around the world."
Others who spoke at plenary
sessions or workshops included
Samuel Dali, president of Ekklesiyar
Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EVN-the Church
of the Brethren in Nigeria), who
attended with his wife, Rebecca;
Suely and Marcos lnhauser, national
coordinators of lgreja da lrmandade
in Brazil; and Annual Conference
moderator Bob Krouse. llexene and
Michaela Alphonse, Church of the
Brethren mission workers in Haiti, also
attended. Workshop topics ranged
from "The Power of Prayer" and
"Mission in Post-Colonial Contexts"
to "Internet Evangelism: The Ends
of the Earth are a Click Away" and
"Engaging
Randy M iller
Communities
Through the
Schools."
Samuel
Dali updated
attendees about
current tensions
between Muslims
and Christians in
his home country,
and spoke
appreciatively
about the role of
Brethren missions
Speakers at Mission Alive 2012 included (above at left) Samuel Dali,
president of Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (the Church of the
there historically.
Brethren in Nigeria) and his wife, Rebecca Dali, here shown taking
He also
part in one of the many workshops at the conference.
acknowledged
more recent
agendas. We travel around the world
efforts by Nathan and Jennifer
and tell people what's good for them.
Hosler to foster reconciliation
We have to get back to our roots."
between opposing groups in Nigeria,
particularly the establishment of
"We have come together to focus
our hearts and minds on mission,
CAMPI (Christians and Muslims for
ministry, and service of Jesus as his
Peacebuilding Initiatives). The Hosiers
radical, compassionate disciples,"
had taught theology and peace at Kulp
Bible College in northern Nigeria from
said Church of the Brethren associate
general secretary Mary Jo Flory Steury 2009-11. Nathan Hosler currently works
in her welcoming remarks Friday. "We
in Washington, D.C., as advocacy
are here to worship our God, to learn
officer with the Church of the Brethren
together and from one another, and
and the National Council of Churches.
to be encouraged, challenged, and
"Every church in Nigeria is thinking
about self-defense," Dali said. "How
empowered for continuing the work
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A world map at Mission Alive 2012 shows
where Church of the Brethren mission
workers are serving. Setting up the map
are Roger Schrock (left) of the
Mission Advisory Committee and Carol
Mason of the Mission Alive planning team.

does the Church of the Brethren preach
peace in this situation? Sometimes we
are mocked when we talk about peace.
But hope is not lost. Even during the
time of missionaries it was not easy.
But still they came up with a strategy
to make sure the gospel was shared.
So a difficult situation cannot stop the
word of God. But it's not going to be
easy. We value your prayers, and we
invite you to continue to pray. We invite
you to come to Nigeria and experience
what is happening."
"The mission field is not 'out
there somewhere,"' remarked Jay
Wittmeyer, executive director of
Global Mission and Service for the
Church of the Brethren. "There is a
sign posted as you leave the Spring
Creek Church of the Brethren parking
lot in Hershey, just a few miles from
here. It reads, 'When you leave this
parking lot, you enter the mission
field.' The mission field is anywhere
we are and everywhere we go."
In addition to those in -attendance
in Lititz, dozens more people have
viewed portions of Mission Alive
via webcasts. The webcasts have
been viewed in as many as eight
countries, including Nigeria, Brazil,
and Uganda, and in 70-plus locales
within the US. Recordings of the
plenary sessions and worship
services are still available to view
at http://new.Iivestream.com/enten/
MissionAlive2012.

General secretary joins delegation at
White House to adress torture concerns
The National Religious Campaign Against
Torture (NRCAT) organized and led a delegation
of 22 religious leaders and NRCAT staff in a
meeting Nov. 27 with White House staff, at the
Eisenhower Executive Office Building to discuss

additional 22. The treaty sets up oversight
bodies and other international mechanisms
to prevent torture and abuse in places of
confinement including jails, police stations,
prisons, mental health facilities, immigration
detention centers, and detainee
centers such as the prison at
Guantanamo Bay. Tuesday's
meeting was the second on this
topic with NRCAT and White
House staff.
Noffsinger attended as a
representative of the Church of
the Brethren, which is a member
of NRCAT and committed to
cooperating with interfaith
partners in efforts to end torture in
US policy, practice, and culture .
NRCAT delivered 5,568
signatures on its petition
calling for the President to sign
the
Optional Protocol to the
General secretary Stan Noffsinger (seventh from right) was one of
Convention
Against Torture.
the religious leaders to visit the White House as part of a delegation
of the National Religious Campaign Against Torture (NRCATJ.
More information is available
at www.nrcat.org/opcat where
the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against
NRCAT continues to collect signatures urging
Torture. Church of the Brethren general secretary the President to sign the treaty. The Church
Stan Noffsinger took part in the delegation .
of the Brethren resolution against torture,
NRCAT is encouraging President Obama
adopted by the 2010 Annual Conference, is at
to sign the protocol, which has already been
www.cobannualconference.org/ac_statements/
ResolutionAgainstTortureFinal.pdf.
ratified by 64 nations and signed by an

UPCOMINGEVENTS
Dec. 1 World AIDS Day
Dec. 2 First Sunday of
Advent
Dec. 9 Second Sunday of
Advent, Advent Offering

Dec. 1 0 Human Rights
Day

Dec. 16 Third Sunday of
Advent

Dec. 23 Fourth Sunday
of Advent
Dec. 25 Christmas Day,
J an. 1 , 2013 New Year's
Day,

Gunmen attack EVN church, kill pastor and 10 church members
Leaders of Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria
(EYN-the Church of the Brethren in
Nigeria) are reaching out to American
Brethren for prayer and Christian
support following an attack by gunmen
who kil led an EYN pastor and 10
church members.
"We would like you to continue to
pray for the church of God in Nigeria,"
said an e-mail from EVN leadership,
received by the Church of the Brethren's
Global Mission and Service office.
On Dec. 1, gunmen attacked the EVN
Kwaple Church in the denomination 's
Chibok district, killing pastor Michael
Peter Vakwa and 10 members of the
congregation. Although the identity of

the gunmen is unknown, EVN leaders
suspect they are part of Boko Haram,
an extrem ist Isla mist sect that has
carried out numerous terrorist attacks
in northern Nigeria in recent years
targeting churches as well as mosques
and government facil ities.
The e-mail from EVN leadership
reported that Pastor Vakwa was Bura
by ethnicity, hailing from Billa . His
father also is an EVN pastor, currently
serving the EVN Dayer Church in the
denomination's Billa district.
A number of other attacks also were
carried out during the same weekend
in Nigeria, according to media reports,
including attacks on three other churches

and border posts near the border with
Cameroon, in which the churches were
set on fire, and an attack by gunmen on a
bar in the area of Jos, in which 10 people
died and more were injured. "Violence
linked to the Boko Haram insurgency in
northern and central Nigeria is believed
to have left some 3,000 people dead
since 2009, including killings by the
(Nigerian government) security forces,"
reports AIIAfrica.com.
In related news, EYN president
Samuel Dali and his wife, Rebecca, have
returned home safely after traveling to
the United States for the recent Mission
Alive 2012 conference, reports mission
executive Jay Wittmeyer.
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Progressive Brethren gather in California
More than 150 Brethren from across the US gathered at La
Verne (Calif.) Church of the Brethren Oct. 26-28 for the fifth
annual Progressive Brethren Conference. The weekend of
worship, workshops, music, study, and celebration was
built around the theme "Holy Work: Becoming a Beloved
Community."
A colorful banner hung from the church's bell tower as
conferees registered in the courtyard Friday afternoon,
beneath cobalt skies and in shirt-sleeve weather brought
on by warm Santa Ana winds blowing westward from
the desert.
Workshops the next day led by Abigail Fuller and Katy
Brown Gray of the faculty at Manchester University,
provided an overview of recent progressive and
conservative dynamics in the United States-both in
society and in the church. The workshops offered data
showing a gradual shift toward openness and acceptance
in the culture and the church, although the church tended
to drag its feet behind the culture, they pointed out.
This was the first Progressive Brethren Conference
to take place west of the Mississippi, and the first since
the newly formed Open Table Cooperative assumed
a leadership role along with Womaen's Caucus and
BMC (Brethren Mennonite Council for LGBT Interests).
In previous years, Voices for an Open Spirit had been
instrumental in coordinating the conferences. VOS
announced at Annual Conference this summer that it was
discontinuing operation after 10 years and transferred the
Randy Miller
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Gregory Boyle, best-selling author and founder of Homeboy
Industries, addresses the Sunday worship.

reins of leadership to others in the progressive movement.
"There have been times when these conferences have
been places for lamenting, for wondering, 'What are we
doing to do now?'" said Daisy Schmidt, chair of Womaen's
Caucus. "This year, it feels like we're moving forward."
Echoing that sentiment was John Gingrich, who, along
with his wife, Jacki, worked as on-site coordinator for
the conference. "I thought the whole weekend was more
celebrative than the first one I experienced in Indianapolis.
More and more churches and other institutions are joining
Supportive Communities Network. More people seem to
be having the courage to speak up, even in churches that
are more conservative, it seems to me."
Father Gregory Boyle, founder of Homeboy Industries
and author of the bestseller book Tattoos on the Heart,
told conferees at Sunday worship that reconciliation and
genuine connection-"becoming a beloved community,"
referring to the conference theme-can and does happen.
"There is reason to hope," he said. "I've seen former
gang bangers work side-by-side. And when you work with
someone, you get to know them. And when you get to
know someone, you can't be enemies."
Josih Hostetler, who helped coordinate the ·event,
saw reasons for optimism at the conference. "I feel that
there is a great deal of hope flowing through progressive
Brethren, as we hear the message of Jesus' love, justice,
and inclusiveness resonate within parts of the church. This
is not to say Progressive Brethren have a monopoly on this
message, but that our contribution to the church is needed
and is being acknowledged. With each new challenge in
the church comes another opportunity to move in new
directions and take leadership."

PERSONNELCHANGES
Judy Bezon Braune has announced
her retirement as associate director of
Children's Disaster Services (CDS) as of
the end of the year. She has led CDS for
five years, having started in the position
in Sept. 2007. Her passion for children
and her knowledge of play therapy led
to updates and improvements in the
CDS volunteer training curriculum.
Her expertise on children and trauma
led to her participat ion in federal-level
planning task forces with FEMA, the
American Red Cross, NVOAD (National
Voluntary Organizations Active in
Disaster), and the National Commission
on Children and Disasters.
Carol Spicher Waggy will be interim
district executive for Northern Indiana in
a three-quarter-time position beginning
Jan . 1, 2013, for a period of up to two
years. She is an ordained minister and
a network practitioner of the Ministry of
Reconciliation and has served at all levels
of the church including congregation,

district, denomination, and global. She
holds a bachelor of arts in Social Services
from Goshen (Ind.) College, a master
of Social Work-Interpersonal Services
track-from Indiana University School of
Social Work, and a master of divinity in
Pastoral Counseling from the Associated
Mennonite Biblical Seminary.
Terry L. Grove begins immediately
as interim district executive for Atlantic
Southeast, in a part-time position. An
ordained minister since 1967, he has
served in a variety of ministry settings
including Church of the Brethren
pastorates in Washington and Indiana,
pastorate of a United Church of Christ
congregation in Florida, and as a CROP
Regional Director from 1973-97. Most
recently he has been interim pastor of
Sebring (Fla.) Church of the Brethren .
He is a graduate of Juniata College in
Huntingdon, Pa., and received a master
of divinity and doctor of ministry from
Bethany Theological Seminary.
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Lots of room under the umbrella

l

ng before I read The Jewish Gospels: The Story
of the Jewish Christ, by Daniel Boyarin, I'd
become aware that the divisions among first-century
believers in the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob couldn't
be divided up simply into Pharisees, Sadducees, and
Christians.
But books like this one make it clear that the faith of our
mothers and fathers consisted of
many interrelated fellowships, and
that the lines we have drawn between
and within Christianity and Judaism
don't allow for the wonderful variety
of expression within the same very
large tent.
Daniel Boyarin, a noted Talmudic
scholar who is also something of an
expert on the New Testament, demonstrates that "The Messiah-Christ existed as a Jewish idea long before a
baby Jesus was born in Nazareth" (p. 44). Many Jews
looked for a human and divine Messiah who would, as a
descendant of King David, take on the mantle of both Son of
Man and Son of God, and whose suffering would restore the
people to God.
"The theology of the Gospels," Boyarin writes, "far from
being a radical innovation within Israelite religious tradition,
is a highly conservative return to the very most ancient
moments within that tradition" (47).
Boyarin did not find the story of the Jewish Christ in
apocryphal gospels, but in Hebrew scriptures such as
Daniel 7 and Isaiah 53. The question for first century
Judeans, he concludes, was not whether there would be
such a divine/human suffering Messiah, but whether Jesus,
a Galilean, would fill the bill for many Judeans.
Ancient documents like First Enoch and Fourth Ezra, as
well as Talmudic and historical records, are used to illu strate
the controversies surrounding Jesus. Boyarin suggests that
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the apocalyptic expectation for such a redeemer also provides the roots of the later Christian conception of the Trinity.
Books like Boyarin's (and I count among these Brethren
scholar Graydon Snyder's Irish Jesus, Roman Jesus; Ante
Pacem; and The People are Holy) are all part of a sociological
shift that make it clear that Christianity in Alexandria,
Jerusalem, Corinth, Ephesus, Philippi, Galatia, and Rome
would have looked quite different in terms even of basic
practices. They would have shared the confession that Christ
is Lord, but there'd be no stuffing them into the same box.
My Brethren antennae went up with Boyarin's assertion
that when Jesus and the Pharisees argued about questions
of clean and unclean, especially in the Gospel of Mark, it
was a matter of the Savior and other Galileans sticking to
that "old time religion" against the introduction by the
Pharisees of unscriptural innovations like certain means of
handwashing.
There's no simplifying either the Christian or the
Brethren story. Schwarzenau and Krefeld were two different
worlds. Coventry and Germantown found themselves at
odds with each other and Ephrata. Certainly, when sisters
and brothers crossed the Appalachians via Forbes Road and
came to the Cove, their practices also began to diverge. It
was even more the case when we spread into Indiana,
Illinois, and Kansas.
I was reminded of the 19th century ordnung of the conservatives, in which forms of codified dress and practice
were projected back to Brethren beginnings in the 18th century. Of course progressives did the same thing when they
insisted the Brethren in Europe and Colonial America were
highly educated, invented Sunday schools, and had their
own denominational press. It's no different today, of course,
but Boyarin's book and many others teach us that there is
room under the Christian umbrella for many different sorts
of expression. E.!
Frank Ramirez is the pastor of the Everett (Pa .) Chu rch of the Brethren.

Christian Citizenship Seminar 2013
to address childhood poverty
High school youth are encouraged to attend next year's Christian Citizenship Seminar. Built around the theme:
"Childhood Poverty: Nutrition, Housing, and Education," the seminar is planned for March 23-28 in New
York City and Washington, D.C.
CCS will focus on how poverty not only limits children's access to proper nutrition, housing,
and education, but also how a lack of these basic resources has repercussions throughout the child's life. Participants will seek to understand how political and economic
systems not only cause harm but can be used to create change in children's
access to basic human necessities, and will learn how our faith, expressed in theology and action, can inform and shape our responses to childhood poverty.
High school youth and adult advisors are eligible to attend. Churches sending
more than four youth are required to send at least one adult advisor to insure an
adequate number of adults. Registration is limited to the first 100 participants.
The registration fee of $375 covers lodging for five nights, one dinner in New York
and one in Washington, and transportation from New York to Washington. Participants
provide their own transportation to the seminar and additional money for meals, sightseeing, personal expenses, and a few subway/taxi fares.
To register, go to www.brethren.org/about/registrations.html. For more information go to
www.brethren.org/ccs or contact the Youth and Young Adult Ministries Office, 1451 Dundee
Ave., Elgin, IL 60120; CoBYouth@brethren.org; 800-323-8039 ext. 385.

Third Powerhouse Youth Conference held at Manchester
About 85 youth and advisors from five Church of the Brethren districts in the Midwest took part in the third annual
Powerhouse Regional Youth Conference, held Nov. 10-11 at Manchester University, North Manchester, Ind. Joshua
Brockway, director of Spiritual Life and Discipleship for the Church of the Brethren, provided keynote leadership on
the theme "Hello, My Name Is . .. : Getting to Know God." Using a variety of names for God in scripture, Brockway
centered three worship services on the ways that people encounter God, and what that means for those who seek
God today. The weekend also included a variety of workshops, an "Amazing Name Race," recreation and campus
tours, and opportunities for fellowship.
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What one must do to enter
the Kingdom
While perusing the Oct. 31 Newsline,
an item entitled "Progressive Brethren
gather in California" piqued my
curiosity. The theme "Holy Work:
Becoming a Beloved Community"
encouraged me to read the entire article.
The accompanying picture featuring
"a colorful banner (that was) hung from

La Verne (Calif.) Church of the Brethren's
bell tower" hinted at the rainbow
symbol of the lgtbq community.
As I took in the beauty of this banner,
I was struck by a unique feature: a cross
artfully woven into its design. This
surprising discovery made me wonder if
the conference gave more than passing
reference .to the definitive symbol of
Christianity and hopefully expounded
on its meaning: that the pivotal point in
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becoming believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ is identification with his (holy)
blood shed on the cross-the only
"work" that can cleanse from sin, impart
Christ's holiness to the believer, and
place us into the "beloved communitythe Body of Christ.
The article indicates that "the
workshops offered data showing a
gradual shift toward openness and
acceptance in the culture and the
church, although the church tended to
drag its feet behind the culture." Last
time I checked, the Bible admonishes
Christ-followers to live as people setapart to God, not follow in the footsteps
of the secular culture in which we
happen to find ourselves.
It is certainly true that "reconciliation
and genuine connection can and does
happen" when those who belong to the
Body of Christ "endeavor to keep the unity
of the (Holy) Spirit" (see Ephesians 4:3).
Lois Duble
New W indsor, Md.

a day of options designed for
to explore the Bethany e

Master of divinity, master ofarts, one-year certificate
Grounded in an Anabaptist and Radical Pietist perspective

www.bethanyseminary.edu/2xmp/engage
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Experience God's world with other believers on ou r range o f tours.
CRUISES

Welcome all; no exceptions
I am not one who needs Scripture to
know right from wrong. But for those
who need Scripture, there is no alternative to Robert Neff's interpretation
(October MESSENGER): Welcome all; no
exceptions. Therefore, we do follow
this Scripture and ask those who object
to please find another church home.
It is time for Annual Conference to
say once and for all: "Welcome all; no
exceptions."
Paul Hersch
La Vern e, Cal if.

Thanks for the introduction
I was amused a few days ago as I was
introduced to a newcomer at our Older
Residents meeting. "I would like for
you to meet Olden Mitchell, who was
age 100 a few months ago." The visitor
turned to face me and said, "Did you

-~

• ISRAEL/PALESTINE WITH PASTOR PHIL WAGLER

(April 16-25/2013)
• LANDS OF THE BIBLE WITH PASTORS SEBASTIAN &
CAREY MEADOWS-HELMER (April 28-May 7/2 013)
• EXPLORE THE WORLD OF PAUL WITH
ECO-ADVENTURE TOURS
Ul\ TOM YODER NEUFELD (May 1-17/ 2013)
• AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND (Febl-21 / 25~0 O
• FOLLOWING THE STEPS OF MOSES WITH
• ICELAND ECO TOUR (June 10-19/ 2013)
PASTOR NELSON KRAYBILL (July 22-31/201 3)
• EUROPEAN CHRISTMAS MARKETS (Dec 9-15/ 2013)
• BEHIND THE VEIL: EXPERIENCING EGYPT
• AMAZON RAINFOREST & GALAPAGOS ISLANDS
(Oct 17-28/ 2013)
(Jan 16-26/ 2014)
• ISRAEL/PALESTINE WITH PASTOR RICH BUCHER
• SPECTACULAR SCANDINAVIA & ITS FJORDS
(Nov 5-14/2 013)
(June 13-26/ 2014)
• ISRAEL/PALESTINE WITH PASTOR DAVID BOSHART
(April 24-May 3/ 2014)
EDUCATIONAL TOURS
• FROM NAZARETH TO ROME WITH PASTOR
• CHURCHES & SAFARIS IN KUI.YA & TANZANIA
JIM BROWN (Nov 3-1 5/2014)
(Feb 8·20/ 201 3) SOl0 oun
• BRITISH ISLES (ENGLAND, SCOTLAND & WALES)
HERITAGE TOURS
WITH DAVID & JOYCE ESHLEMAN
• EUROPEAN HERITAGE WITH PAUL ZEHR
(Sept 13-2 5/ 201 3)
(May 2-15/2 013)
• JAMAICA: ITS PEOPLE, NATURAL BEAUTY & FRUITS
• GREAT TREK TOUR WITH JOHN SHARP
(Janl8·27 / 2014)
(May 7-18/2 013 )
• EUROPEAN HERITAGE WITH JOHN RUTH
CUSTOM TOURS
(June 6·19/ 2013)
• MEDA IN MOROCCO (April 2-12/ 2013)
• RUSSIA & UKRAINE: THE MENNONITE STORY
• HESSTON COLLEGE TOUR TO EUROPE
(Sept 4·16/ 2013)
(May 24-June 6/ 2013)
• EXPLORE SOUTH AMERICA (March 15-27 /2 01 4)
• COLUMBIA BIBLE COLLEGE ANABAPTIST
• EUROPEAN HERITAGE WITH JOHN RUTH
HERITAGE TOUR (July 2-15/ 2013)
(June 24-July 7/ 2014)

HOLY LAND TOURS

• HOLY LAND TOUR WITH TRACY SPROAT
(Mar 13-21 / 2013)

MYSTERY TOUR
• MYSTERY TOUR (April 17-26,2013)

BOOK YOUR LIFE-CHANGING JOURNEY TODAY!
office@tourmagination.com
wrn: www.tourmagination.com

(800) 5 6 5-0 451

E-MAIL:

Reg.# 5001 4322

Can you help?

Remember

Waubee Waves?
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Wat ch as we add
issues o nline.

www.Cam pMack.org

to join the effort to rebuild Becker
Retreat Center by the end of 2013 !

Current ly featuri ng: 1945-1955

(574) 658-483 1

• PANAMA CANAL CRUISE (February 26-M □ rch 8/ 201 3)
• ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (July 23-August 3/ 2013)
• CHINA & YANGTZE RIVER CRUISE (Nov 1-15/ 2013)
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www . CAMPMACK.ORG ~

Ct:1mp M t:1ck
I] Join 1000+ Friends on www.Facebook.com/CampMack!
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CLASSIFIEDADS
Bethany Theological Seminary invites applications for a full-time, potential tenuretrack, faculty position in Brethren Studies,
beginning Fall 2013. Rank: open. Ph.D. preferred; ABO
considered. The appointee will be expected to develop
and teach the equivalent of an average of five graduate
courses per year, including at least one online course per
year, and offer one Academy-level course biennia lly.
Some of these courses may include introductory offerings in the history of Christianity or theological reflection. Other duties will include: student advising, supervision of MA Theses in the area of Brethren Studies as
needed, serving on at least one major institutional committee annually, participating in the recruitment of new
students through interviews and informal contacts, and
regular participation in faculty meetings. The area of
expertise and research may come from a variety of fields,
such as: historical studies, theological studies, Brethren
heritage, or sociology and religion . Commitment to the
values and theological emphases within the Church of
the Brethren is essential. We specifically encourage
appl ications from women, minorities, and persons with
disabilities. Application Deadline: January 1, 2013. The
appointment will begin on or before July 1, 2013.
Send a letter of application, CV, and names and contact information for three references to: Brethren Studies
Search, Attn: Dean's Office, Bethany Theological Seminary, 615 National Road West, Richmond, IN 47374,
deansoffice@bethanyseminary.edu
Bethany Theological Seminary invites applications for a half-time faculty position in
Reconciliation Studies, beginning fall 2013. Rank:
open. PhD preferred; ABO considered. The appointee will
be expected to develop and teach two graduate courses
per year (one in Conflict Transformation offered annually), including at least one online course per year, and
offer one Academy-level course biennially. Other duties
will include: student advising, supervision of MA theses
in the area of Reconciliation Studies as needed, serving
on at least one major institutional committee annually,
participating in the recruitment of new students through
interviews and informal contacts, and regular participation in faculty meetings. Commitment to the va lues and
theological emphases within the Church of the Brethren
is essential. We specifically encourage applications from
women, minorities, and persons with disabilities. Application Deadline: January 1, 2013. The appointment will
begin on July 1, 2013.
Send a letter of application, CV, and names and contact information for three references to:
Reconci liation Studies Search, Attn: Dean's Office, Bethany Theological Seminary, 615 National Road West,
Richmond, IN 47374, deansoffice@bethanyseminary.edu
The new Sunday school curriculum produced by
Brethren Press and MennoMedia is accepting applications
to write for Preschool, Primary, Middler, Multiage, and
Junior Youth age groups for 2014-15. The new curriculum
will seek to follow the Gather 'Round curriculum in providing quality Anabaptist/Pietist materials. Writers produce
well-written, age-appropriate, and engaging material for
teacher's guides, student books, and additional resources.
All writers will attend an orientation April 22-25, in Milford, IN. See Job Opportunities at www.gatherround.org .
Application deadline is Feb. 9, 2012.
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say Olden Mitchell? I've known him
for more than 50 years through the
"Letters to the Editor" section of MESSENGER. Over the years I have read his
wise and witty remarks there, but I've
never met him until now. Thanks for
the introduction."
My thanks to you, MESSENGER, for

introducing us-and possibly others
also. I have been a regular reader of
MESSENGER for more than 80 years,
and hope to continue for a number of
years more, with joy and gratitude!
Olden Mitchell
North Manchester, Ind .

Shalom and the
Community of Creation
An Ind igenous Vision
Randy S. Woodley
"So many books simply rehash the same things. But this one by Randy Woodley
offers so much that is fresh and unique - and forgotten and under-appreciated
too. I wish that every thoughtful Christian on the continent would read this wise
and well-written book .. . . Enthusiastically recommended!"
- Brian Mclaren

"Shalom and the Community of Creation is like a breath of fresh air. ... Woodley's
innovative Native American, biblical approach is bound to provoke and awaken
the environmental consciousness that is so vitally needed in today's world."
- Celia Deane-Drummond

A wonderful spiritual resource
In the hospital where I serve as oncology chaplain, we are reminded daily
through signage and multiple other
venues that at the core of the hospital's
mission and ministry of healing we are
to continually strive for excellence. That,
of course, is in keeping with Jesus'
words to "be perfect." Of course, we
all fail, but we are to keep at it. Which

Please send information to be
included in Turning Points to
Jean Clements, 1451
Dundee Ave, Elgin, IL 60120;
800-323-8039, ext. 320;
jclements@brethren.org.
Information must be complete
in order to be published.
Information older than one
year cannot be published.

New Members
Chiques, Manheim, Pa.:
Morgan Miller, Ally
Kerstetter, Tammy Kline
Free Spring, Mifflintown,
Pa.: Nora Mason, Owen
Korman, Jamie
Hockenberry, Renee
Marshall
Harrisburg, First,
Harrisburg, Pa.: Beth
Vroon, Bob Vroon, Gary
Zittle
Hempfield, Manheim, Pa.:
Jason Hoffman, Hilary
Hoffman, Delbert Kautz,
Mary Ann Kautz
Lancaster, Pa.: David F,
Heck, Jerry L. MiUer
Lebanon, Mount Sidney,
Va.: Sam Cline, Logan
Dellinger, Coleen Jones,
Lynn Stables, Dan
Packer, Wes Weaver,
Caleb Brush, Kendall
Cline
Mohler, Ephrata, Pa.: Judy
Hibshman
Mountville, Pa.: Harold
Enders, Jo Ann Enders,
Devin Ritchie, Ruhama
Lamure
Nappanee, Ind,: Larry
Fervida, Mary Fervida,

leads me to MESSENGER, specifically the
October issue. Across the 60 years of
my ordination into the set-apart ministry, and at least a decade before, MESSENGER has been a continuing source
of "pointing the way" in my personal
journey with Jesus. Most all of the articles have been both informational and
inspirational, some confronting, some
comforting, most all helpful, some few
hurtful. But few, for me, have touched

Adam Fervida, Phil
Rhodes, Laura Rhodes
Roxbury, Johnstown, Pa.:
Jeanette Yurasko, Luella
Luczko, Steven Allison,
Kevin Allison
San Diego, Calif.: Edward
Davis, Lorraine Davis,
Heather Serra
Spring Creek, Hershey, Pa.:
Kimberly Lesh, Jon
Sheppard, Michelle
Sheppard
Uniontown, Pa.: Timothy
Kay

Wedding
Anniversaries
Bowman, Lloyd and
Shirley, McFarland,
Calif., 65
McAvoy, Jim and Nancy,
Yuba City, Calif., 60
Oakes, Robert and Alice,
Rohrersville, Md., 60
Reeder, George and Faye,
Hershey, Pa., 50
Stinebaugh, Vernon and
Angela, Lancaster, Pa., 70
Strine, Ron and Jean, Saint
Petersburg, Fla., 55

Deaths
Archbold, Phill Carlos, 76,
Lancaster, Pa., Oct. 1
Becker, Annabelle Morris,
91 , Fort Wayne, fnd.,
Sept. 28
Booher, Ruth, 101 , Rockhill
Furnace, Pa., Sept. 24
Brinkman, Ronald Lloyd,
87, Sheldon, Iowa, March
28
Chase, Dorothy M., 95,
Defiance, Ohio, Sept. 17

Clipp, Edward L., Jr., 45,
Knoxville, Md., Sept. 22
Conley, Jill L., 63, Freeport,
lll., Oct. 15
Ditmars, John Gauby, 90,
Washington, Kan., Sept.
13
Engle, Esther M., 89,
Lancaster, Pa., Oct. 6
Farrell, Teresa A., 42,
Lebanon, Pa., Sept. I 4
Gibble, Roy D., 94,
Manheim, Pa., Sept. 11
Gibson, L. Douglas, 67,
Troutville, Va., Oct. I
Gosnell, Wilbur S., 87,
Glen Arm, Md., July 17
Greiner, Robert G., 94,
North Manchester, Ind .,
Oct. 3
Grempler, Fern, 84, Camp
Hill, Pa., May 31
Grossnickle, Mary Alice,
93, Kaleva, Mich., July 31
Grove, Steven Gary, 32 ,
Mount Sidney, Va., Sept.
11
Hoffman, Raymond, 95,
East Petersburg, Pa., Aug.
10
Holderman, Arlene
Wysong, 100, Nappanee,
Ind., Sept. 25
Howard, Martha M., 94,
Johnstown, Pa., Oct. 4
Kautz, Edward L., 86,
Middletown, Pa., Sept. 22
Kinsley, C. Evan, 100,
North Manchester, Ind.,
Oct. 11
Kiracofe, Roberta Lavon,
84, Lima, Ohio, Oct. 11
Landes, Marion Elizabeth
Sherman, 87, Kansas
City, Mo. , Sept. 27
Mishler, Eileen L., 88,
Nappanee, Ind. , Oct. 5

the level of excellence as did the writers in the October issue. Each-Paula
Bowser, Robert Neff, Joshua Brockway,
and others-spoke "the Word of the
Lord" to me. Thank you, MESSENGER, for
providing the Church of the Brethren,
and me, with such an invaluable spiritual resource.

Morgan, Anna Mae, 75,
Lititz, Pa., Sept. 26
Neff, Anna Mary, 90,
Lancaster, Pa., Sept. 24
Packer, Annabelle ) ., 86,
New Paris, Ind., Sept.6
Palmer, Carl W, 79, Glen
Arm, Md., May 16
Penrod, Mary Ellen, 83 ,
Windber, Pa., Oct. 15
Pugh, Edward J., 79,
Dayton, Ohio, Oct. 9
Ralston, David, 62,
Staunton, Va. , May 12
Rosas, Israel S., 74, Bel Air,
Md., Feb. 28
Royer, Ralph A, 80,
Claypool, Ind., Oct. 14
Saunders, Nora Jeanette,
80, Troutville, Va., Sept.
29
Sawyer, Ruby L., 87,
Milford, Ind., Nov. 29,
2011
Shenk, Katrina Francissa,
41, Lancaster, Pa., Aug, I
Smeltzer, Mary Blocher, 96,
La Verne, Calif. , Oct. 8
Stover, Pansy Jane, 94,
Tilghmanton, Md., Sept.
18
Tompkins, Kenneth Ray,
73, Columbia, Mo., Oct.
8
Wagner, Richard Lee, 78,
Garrett, Ind,, Aug. 31
Walter, Jacob B., 99,
Fairfield, Pa., Oct. 13
Watts, Otha Earl, 89,
Meridian, Idaho, May 20
Weller, Lorna C., 98,
Springfield, Ore., June 3
Willoughby, Agnes Marea
Kimble, 93, Frederick,
Md., July 8
Woody, Carl D., Jr., 86,
Bakersfield, Calif., Sept. 6

Don Shank
St. Charles, Ill.

Licensings
Bryant, Ronald II, Ill, &
Wis. Dist. (Girard, III.),
Oct. 14
Chapman, Robert, At!. S.E.
Dist. (Saving Grace,
North Fort Myers, Fla.),
Nov. 13, 2011
Sager, Roger A., Shen, Dist.
(Mount View, Mathias,

WVa.), Oct. 7

Ordinations
Horst, Patricia A., Atl. N.E.
Dist. (Spring Creek,
Hershey, Pa.), Sept. 30
Montgomery, Christopher,
Atl. N.E. Dist. (Drexel
Hill, Pa.), Oct. 21

Placements
Dickason, Barbara, pastor,
Antelope Park, Lincoln,
Neb., Sept. 1
Hostetter, Joshua D., pastor
of discipleship ministries,
Parker Ford, Pottstown,
Pa. , Oct. 1
Layman, F. Benjamin, III,
from pastor, Ferrum, Va.,
to pastor, Bethany,
Farmington, Del., Oct. 1
Simonsick, Robert H., pastor, Cedar Creek,
Citronelle, Ala., Oct. I
Smalley, David L., from
pastor, Topeka, Kan. , to
pastor, Sebring, Fla. ,
Sept. 1
Whitacre, Daniel J., pastor,
Maple Glen, Fort Hill,
Pa., Oct. 1
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Forget about the headstones

A

light rain fell in the graveyard. It seemed appropriate somehow. Gray headstones in long rows lined
the grassy expanse before us. An endless row of dull, brick
apartments stood on one side; a saggy chain-link fence
stretched along the other.
My companions and I followed a narrow muddy path that
threaded its way between the headstones. Halfway down,
we stopped. Alexander Mack's gravestone lay a few feet in
front of me. Alexander Mack-founder of the Church of the
Brethren. I took a quick picture with my phone. I wanted to
t ake another but the rain began to fall harder. We turned
and walked to the little Germantown Church of the Brethren
some 100 yards back-the first Church
of the Brethren in the United States.
I had been there before. My folks
had brought my sister and me to that
little town in eastern Pennsylvania
when we were kids, but I scarcely
remember it. I was maybe 8 or 9, and
my greatest concern was probably
finding the nearest ice cream shop.
This time what struck me was how
ordinary Alexander Mack's gravestone
looked. After all, this was ALEXANDER MACK, THE FIRST ORGANIZER AND FOUNDER OF
THE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN (as it says in all-caps on
his gravestone). Somehow, I expected more than this little
marker. If it hadn't been pointed out, I may never have found

tually seems appropriate. Mack probably would have wanted
it that way.
Some years back, I helped lead a group of students on a
tour of Vietnam. We visited Ho Chi Min h's mausoleum in Hanoi. It's an imposing edifice that enshrines the former leader's embalmed body, which tourists can file past and view.
It is the exact opposite of what Ho Chi Minh had requested.
His followers ignored his instructions and built this incredible shrine, which one can understand, given their reverence
for "Bae Ho," as they called him: "Uncle Ho." I don't know
if Alexander Mack laid out any such instructions, but surely
the founder of our simple-living church would be pleased to
know that his final resting place is as ordinary as the modest
stone marker behind the Germantown church.
This whole thing wasn't about him, after all. Sure, he and
the others who baptized one another in the Eder River in
Schwarzenau, Germany, lit the fire and set things in motion. But
they weren't expecting to be memorialized. For them, it would
be enough to know that the exciting message they detected in
the New Testament-something they could not acknowledge
freely in the state-approved religious structure of the day-had
caught on and found new life in future generations. Is the radical message of love and acceptance that Jesus shared with his
followers being lived out? That's what matters!
After visiting that little graveyard in Germantown, I
couldn't help wanting to fix things up a little. Maybe prop up
the fence, or lay down some gravel for the pathway. I wanted
to honor Mack

FORGET ABOUT THE PATHWAY AND THE
HEADSTONES. INSTEAD, FOLLOW THE

TEACHINGS OF JESUS. DO GOOD WORK. LOVE
GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, SOUL, AND MIND,
AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.

it. This guy was responsible for launching a movement that
threw off the shackles of state religion in Germany and led to
the birth of one of the world's three historic peace churches.
Surely he deserves something, well, bigger!
But then, this is the Church of the Brethren that we're talking about. And the fact that this church's founder is buried in
a nondescript graveyard beneath a weathered headstone ac-

and the others who launched this inspiring movement. But
I think I know what he might say to me, and to the rest of
us who call ourselves Brethren: "Forget about the pathway
and the headstones. Instead, fol low the teachings of Jesus.
Do good work. Love God with all your heart, soul, and mind,
and your neighbor as yourself."
It was good advice 2,000 years ago. It's good advice now. li!
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