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The 11th of November was not 
a random choice for armistice. 
Nov. 11 was the feast day for 
St. Martin, considered the first 
pacifist for Christ. On this 100th 
anniversary of the end of World 
War I, what can St. Martin cause 
us to remember? Cover photo by 
Jill Friedman.
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Will you help me?

At the annual gathering of Christian Churches Together, 
people are glad to see each other. Folks are eager to introduce 

themselves and hear each other’s stories. Because CCT is made up of a wide 
range of Christian traditions, people expect differences while also 
celebrating commonalities.

When CCT met several weeks ago in Wichita, we came from the Armenian 
Orthodox Church, International Pentecostal Holiness Church, Moravian 

Church, Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Vineyard, and the Bruderhof. We were Lutheran, 
Catholic, Mennonite, Reformed, Baptist, Methodist, 
Brethren, and more. We were black, white, Hispanic, 
Asian; we were young and old. 

We knew we disagreed on certain matters—some of 
them deeply important to us—but our kinship in Christ 
brought us close together. As one speaker said, because 
of our experience with CCT we won’t be surprised 
when we get to heaven and see who else is there.

When I met a couple from the Bruderhof, Brethren 
saint Anna Mow was the connecting point for us. (And 
in a fun aside, the husband told me that their best bas-

ketball players within the Bruderhof were the Brethren.) With a representative 
from the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, I found that our common link was 
the Shine Sunday school curriculum. Some new acquaintances were eager to 
figure out who the Brethren are, thinking we were related to the Mennonite 
Brethren (no, but I’ve collaborated with them in years past) or the Lutheran 
Brethren (no, and I had to look them up online to find out who they are). 

This spirit of openness and curiosity was a respite, coming during a bruising 
time in Washington that has left the country even more wounded than before.

Elder Cassandry Keys, from the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, 
captured well the spirit of our intentions. Borrowing words from a preaching 
colleague, she said, “I cannot see my blindness, I cannot hear your criticism,  
I cannot know my ignorance. Will you help me?” 

I am realistic enough to know that those humble words won’t get much 
traction on Twitter or the op-ed page of the newspaper. And I am realistic 
enough to know that interchurch learning and fellowship aren’t going to solve 
all our problems. But I steadfastly choose to live in the hope that God can give 
us news ways to see, to hear, to know. 

I do not know what I do not know. Can you help me? 
We do not know what we do not know. Can we help each other? 

Messenger is the official publication of the Church of 
the Brethren. Member of the Associated Church Press. 
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Special Olympics team wins national gold

Living Peace provides space to express hope 

The Special Olympics basketball team at DeKalb High School in Auburn, Ind., enjoyed a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity this past summer, traveling to Seattle and bringing home the gold medal at the USA 
Special Olympics Games. The team went undefeated in game against teams from Hawaii, Nevada, Arkansas, 

and North Dakota. 
   Carol Fike, a member of Pleasant Chapel Church of the Brethren (Ashley, Ind.) who coaches the team, said it 
was an incredible experience.  
    “I found myself tearing up with pride for all of the people who had made it to compete at these Special 
Olympic Games, and it finally sank in what we had done,” Fike said. “It still amazes me what we accomplished in 
just over a week on the West Coast.” 
    Since returning, the team has been invited to a ceremony at the governor’s mansion in Indianapolis and was 
invited to be on the sidelines at an Indianapolis Colts game, along with other community recognitions. 

Do you have district or congregational stories that might be of interest to Messenger? Short items with a photo are 
best. Send them to Messenger, c/o In touch, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL  60120 or messenger@brethren.org.

InTouch

Living Peace Church of 
Plymouth, Mich., was 
inspired by the vision of 
Candy Chang of New Orleans. 
Chang was seeking to heal her 
neighborhood and provide a means 
of profound self-expression when 
she erected the first participatory 
“Before I Die” wall (www.ted.com/
talks/candy_chang_before_i_die_i_
want_to).  
    The congregation erected its own 
boards on Peace Day 2017. This has 
since become a place of self-
expression, confession, and, to some 
extent, dialogue in community. Over 
time these boards filled up, and so 
church members photographed the 

results, cleaned them off, and posted 
the history next to the boards for 
the community to witness. They 
made room for more sharing, and 
are finding it is filling up once again.  
    As a spiritual community, the 

congregation shares hope and 
extend God’s grace to all, and prays 
that offering such an opportunity 
for reflection is healing and helpful. 
—Debbie Eisenbise and  
Dawne Vowler

Carol Fike
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Courtesy of Shenandoah D
istrict

Camp Swatara (Bethel, Pa.) has been cel-
ebrating its 75th anniversary in 2018 with 
a full year of special events and programs on the 

theme “Tell the Story: 75 Years at the Base of Blue 
Mountain.” The main celebration weekend was held Aug. 
3-5, with hundreds of camp friends, including past 
campers and staff, attending. 
    The activity-filled weekend wrapped up with Sunday 
morning worship. Special music was provided by the 
Yeater Sisters, and Ralph Moyer shared a sermon that 
brought the celebration together. He concluded with 
these words: “So here’s to the last 75 years—we celebrate 
you, Camp Swatara! And here’s to the next 75 years—to 
those who will serve and to those who will be coming to 
camp. May God continue to bless Camp Swatara and use 
it to help bring in God’s kingdom. Amen.”

Earlier in the year, regional event celebrations were 

held at three retirement communities, a Sweetheart 
Dinner was held at camp for couples connected to camp, 
and a History Hike was led on camp’s “birthday,” July 22. 
Additional events were planned this fall, including 
observances at the Atlantic Northeast District conference. 

Camp Swatara celebrates 75 years

Fundraiser spreads  
sunshine to community
The Frazier family of Harrisonburg, Va., carries out a unique 
fundraiser each year, inviting members of the community to pick 
sunflowers at its 23-acre Hope Field and give donations to benefit a 
community project. This year’s 
event was Aug. 24-26.  
    The family—which operates 
Frazier Quarry Inc.—has ties to 
Mill Creek Church of the 
Brethren in nearby Port 
Republic, according to an article 
from Shenandoah District. The 
family also invited local congre-
gations to come and pick sun-
flowers “and use them in the 
sanctuary or narthex to cheer, 
comfort, and bring hope to those 
who have experienced suicide, 
cancer, mental illness, or personal trauma.”  
    Proceeds this year went toward purchasing new heart monitors 
for Rockingham County Fire and Rescue, replacing outdated and 
obsolete units. The family has aided numerous local programs and 
operates the Austin Frazier Memorial Fund, named for a family 
member who was attending James Madison University when he died 
in 2009 following a battle with bipolar disorder.

4 Messenger November 2018
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La Verne church calls 
for immigration reform
 

The church board of La Verne 
(Calif.) Church of the Brethren 
has passed a statement titled 

“Welcoming the Stranger: A Call for Just 
Immigration Reform.” It was co-signed by 
more than 100 members of the church 
community.  
    The statement reaffirms past Annual 
Conference statements and scriptural imper-
atives to “welcome the stranger” and calls 
for changes to the US immigration system.  
    “We believe each human being who 
enters the United States deserves to be 
treated with compassion, tolerance, and 
receive just due process,” the statement 
says. “Recent practices of the United States 
government of zero tolerance and separat-
ing children from their parents is immoral, 
illegal, unconstitutional, and un-American.” 
    The statement urges the immediate 
reunification of separated families, abolish-
ment of the “zero-tolerance” policy, and fair 
treatment of those who cross the borders.

Courtesy of Cam
p Sw

atara
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Camp Swatara celebrates 75 years

TheExchange 

“The human spirit is the lamp 
of the Lord, searching every 
inmost part. ” —Proverbs 20.27

 

A search engine’s silver anniversary

BY THE NUMBERS
The top 10 most popular keyword 
searches in 2016, according to 
BibleGateway.com:

1. Love
2. Faith
3. Peace
4. Hope
5. Joy
6. Prayer
7. Holy Spirit
8. Grace
9. Healing
10. Forgiveness

The most popular Bible verses on 
BibleGateway.com in 2016:

1. John 3:16
2. Jeremiah 29:11
3. Philippians 4:13
4. Psalm 23:4
5. Romans 8:28

 
 
 
 
 
 

Top countries searching  
BibleGateway.com:

1. United States
2. United Kingdom
3. Canada 
4. Mexico
5. Philippines

(The island of St. Martin/St. Maarten in 
the Caribbean, however, is the geograph-
ic location where people spend the most 
time, on average, on the site, according 
to BibleGateway.com statistics.)

BibleGateway.com, the popular online search tool that 
enables quick access to more than 200 scripture transla-
tions in 70-plus languages, is celebrating its 25th anniver-
sary this year. The site was created in 1993 “as an internal 
Bible research computer tool for students at Calvin College 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan,” according to Bible Gateway. 
    Since then, the site—now part of HarperCollins Christian 

Publishing Inc.—has been viewed more than 14 billion times 
on more than 1 billion devices, says Bible Gateway. It bills 
itself as “the most visited Christian website in the world.” 
    The site can be viewed on all types of devices, and it has 
an app for both Android and iOS formats, including an 
audio option to listen to passages being read. It also offers a 
variety of research tools. 
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nniversaries prompt us to recall the past 
and beg us to reflect on the present. This month is the 
100th anniversary of the ending of the Great War, the 

First World War. On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th 
month, a peace accord was signed in Paris to end World  
War I. Armistice Day signified the laying down of arms. It’s 
celebrated as Remembrance Day in France, Canada, and 
most Commonwealth nations. 

Armistice Day is not on your calendar. In the United 
States, it was changed to Veterans Day in 1954. For peace-
builders, this change was not helpful. The name Armistice 
Day forces us to go back and recall the events. It highlights 
negotiations and agreements, diplomacy, conferences and 
settlements. We wonder who signed it and where. We ask 

ourselves, “If there could be an armistice, could there not be 
a prevention of armed conflict in the first place?” If two or 
three will agree on earth, it will be done for them in heaven. 
Armistice prompts celebration and relief. 

Titling the day Remembrance Day has a different effect. 
It prompts us to recall the horrors of that war—mustard gas, 
trench warfare, the Armenian genocide, the sinking of the 
Lusitania. Most importantly, it brings to mind the rows and 
rows of crosses in cemeteries across Europe marking deaths 
of the 17 million people who lost their lives in it. 

Remembrance Day gives us pause. We remember that one 
rash act, the impulsive shooting of Duke Ferdinand in 
Sarajevo on June 28, 1914, could lead to global strife. Like a 
giant forest dried out by wind and drought, the arrogance 

On peace agreements and divided loyalties
by Jay Wittmeyer
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and pomposity of the civilized world could be ignited into 
worldwide conflagration by a single spark. 

The Great World War was to be “the war to end all wars.” 
It didn’t. Besides setting the stage for the Second World War, 
it directly led into the Bolshevik Revolution and a century of 
communist totalitarianism played out in Korea and Vietnam 
and elsewhere. But on this 100th anniversary, we should 
highlight that sentiment to end war. Voices for peace con-
strained the US from joining the war—the US entered only 
in 1917—and then pushed for the establishment of the 
League of Nations to ensure such a war would never occurr 
again. A decade later the US would lead the world toward a 
peace pact. 

Just as the barbaric act of settling personal conflicts 
through duels was made illegal after centuries, war was 
declared illegal by the Kellogg–Briand Pact in 1928. The 
General Treaty for the Renunciation of War as an 
Instrument of National Policy calls for nations to resolve 
conflicts in ways that do not result in interstate duels. 
Signed by over 60 countries, the Pact is actually having sig-
nificant impact today as nations build coalitions to enforce 
economic sanctions to isolate offending states. It’s not per-
fect, but it’s a significant start. 

The 11th of November was not a random choice for the 
cessation of fighting and armistice. Historically, Nov. 11 was 
known as the Feast of St. Martin’s Day, the namesake of 
Martin Luther and the patron saint of France. Born in the 
4th century, and a contemporary of Constantine, he is con-
sidered an early pacifist of the Roman Empire.

One evening while on duty, the story goes, Martin was 
riding his horse in the rain when he saw a beggar lying cold 
along the side of the road. Martin took out his sword, cut his 
heavy military cape in half, and gave part to the beggar. Later 
that night he had a dream where he saw Jesus wearing the 
cape. Jesus said, “See, this is the cloak in which Martin, who 
is still but a catechumen, has clothed me.” Martin felt 

compelled to leave military service and get baptized. 
Martin is famous for these words, which he spoke to Julian 

the apostate, “I am a Christian, and therefore cannot fight.” (He 
is quoted by Brethren scholar Albert C. Wieand in his 1940 
booklet The Prince of Peace). Martin would then leave the 
military, get baptized, and later become the Bishop of Tours. 
There are many variations on the story, but the depiction of 
Martin as a Roman soldier cutting his red cape is a common 
image throughout Europe. The Feast of St. Martin is still 
celebrated in many countries.

Just as the terms chapel and a cappella, though ubiquitous, have lost 

their original meaning, so nov. 11 has lost its original meaning. 

Charity of Saint Martin, by Caroline sorg (1833-1923)



In Flanders Fields
by John McCrae

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place, and in the sky, 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly, 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the dead; short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe! 
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high! 
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

8 Messenger November 2018

Jill Friedm
an



Messenger November 2018 9

After Martin died, his cape was cut into small pieces, 
called cappella in Latin, and distributed throughout the 
region as relics. Churches that received the small capes 
were called chapelle in French, or chapel. Since there was a 
limited number of pieces of cloth, small churches, those 
without musical instruments, did not receive the relic. 
These were known as a cappellas. Today we use the phrase 
to mean singing without instrumentation. Just as the terms 
chapel and a cappella, though ubiquitous, have lost their 
original meaning, so Nov. 11 has lost its original meaning. 

On Remembrance Day, we can remember Martin and 
his struggle of loyalty and service. The cloak of a military 
officer was issued for service in the Roman cavalry, and 
Martin had no right to cut the cloak to give to a beggar. A 
divided loyalty.  

The poem “In Flanders Fields,” which will be  
read around the globe on the 100th anniversary of 
Armistice Day, addresses the issue of loyalty. The poem 
begins with the indelible image of red poppies planted 
between the rows and rows of white crosses. It finishes 
with this challenge.  

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
 In Flanders fields.

The living are to “take up the quarrel” of those who died 
in the conflict. A half century before, during the Civil War, 

n my first visit to meet 
the emerging Brethren in 

Venezuela, I was looking for ways to 
interpret Brethren identity and distin-
guish our niche within Christianity. In 
preaching and teaching and talking, I 
kept finding ways to differentiate our-
selves. It was to my delight that I found 
an unexpected source to spread the 
voice of peace. 

For a cultural visit, we traveled up 
into the mountains from Caracas to 
Tovar Colony, a colony of German immi-
grants established 150 years before. The 
picturesque colony is a small Bavarian 
village nestled in the mountains of 
Venezuela. There you can buy jams and 
pretzels and all things German. 

In the center of the town is a small 
church dedicated to St. Martin of Tours. 
In the sanctuary there hangs a large 

painting of Martin, dressed in Roman 
imperial armor and sitting on a large 
horse. Beside him is a half-naked, emaci-
ated man with an outstretched arm beg-
ging. The photo shows Martin using his 
sword to cut his large cloak in two to 
give half to the man. 

I took the opportunity to explains 
the significance of St. Martin, his dream 
of Christ, and his desire for baptism, for 
which he felt compelled to forsake his 
military appointment, and his identity 
as the first pacifist for Christ. The story 
embodies many Christian principles 
that define the Brethren as a peace 
church. 

The Venezuelan Brethren were 
amazed that this old story in a Catholic 
church in a German colony in their own 
country would be so relevant for their 
own faith.

Church of Saint Martin of Tours at the 
Tovar Colony in Venezuela.

We remember that . . . like a giant forest dried out by Wind and  

drought, the arrogance and pomposity of the civilized World could be 

ignited into WorldWide conflagration by a single spark. 

saint Martin in Venezuela
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President Lincoln had written a similar sentiment at 
Gettysburg. 

“It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the 
unfinished work which they who fought here have thus 
far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedi-
cated to the great task remaining before us—that from 
these honored dead we take increased devotion to that 
cause for which they gave the last full measure of devo-
tion—that we here highly resolve that these dead shall 
not have died in vain—that this nation, under God, shall 
have a new birth of freedom—and that government of 
the people, by the people, for the people, shall not per-
ish from the earth.”

Take up the quarrel. . . . We should pause this Armistice 
Day and reflect on militarism in America: It means to take 
up the quarrel, continue the fight, honor the dead—may they 
not die in vain. Like an endless relay race, one soldier passes 
the torch to the next and to the next. 

In 1967 during the Vietnam War, Muhammed Ali shocked 
the world and drew intense hatred when he declared him-
self a conscientious objector and refused induction into the 
US Army, famously saying, “I ain’t got no quarrel with them 
Viet Cong.” Ali refused to take up the quarrel. A year later, in 
solidarity with Ali, Olympic medalists John Carlos 
and Tommie Smith raised their fists in the Black Power 
silent salute and endorsement of all human rights. 

Raising a fist during the playing of the national anthem 
does not sit well with Americans. It evidences a divided 
loyalty. 

During the playing of the national anthem two years 
ago, football player Colin Kaepernick stood for what he felt 
was right—or rather knelt down. He refused to stand 
during the national anthem because of his views on the 
country’s treatment of racial minorities. Nike has begun an 
ad campaign based on his actions: “Believe in something, 
even if it means sacrificing everything.”  When interviewed 
about the situation, Kaepernick said, “To me, this is bigger 

than football and it 
would be selfish on 
my part to look the 
other way.” 

St. Martin’s Day is 
now called Veterans 
Day. Veterans Day 
prompts a different 
response. Unlike 
Armistice Day or 
Remembrance Day, 
Veterans Day divorc-
es us from history. It 
pushes us to the present. We honor the veterans around us, 
thank them for their service, and subtly (or not so subtly) 
inspire the next generation to join the ranks of the 
esteemed and take up the quarrel. 

As a nation we will not ask too many questions this 
Veterans Day. We will pat our veterans on the back, applaud, 
parade them here and there, and maybe even give them a free 
ride to Arlington Cemetery to see a wreath laid at the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier. But we will not ask too many ques-
tions. We won’t ask questions about health care or suicide 
rates. We certainly won’t ask about their time of service in 
Afghanistan or Iraq—what did they see and what did they do? 
And most importantly, we won’t ask about their quarrels. 

Veterans Day honors all who have served in the armed 
forces, but only them. Upon the 100th anniversary of 
Armistice Day, let us remember the others—those who have 
fought to end war, the peacebuilders, the foreign diplomats, 
ambassadors, public servants, Red Cross workers, doctors 
without borders, and so forth. Let us remember that there’s 
always an alternative to violence and celebrate those who 
find peaceful solutions. Like Martin, let us use our swords to 
cut our cloaks in Christ’s service. 

Jay Wittmeyer is executive director of Global Mission and Service for the Church of 
the Brethren.
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unlike armistice day or remembrance day, 

veterans day divorces us from history. it  

pushes us to the present. We honor the veterans  

around us, thank them for their service, and 

subtly (or not so subtly) inspire the next 

generation to Join the ranks of the esteemed 

and take up the quarrel. 
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uring World War II, Brethren leaders, those in 
Civilian Public Service, and military service members all 
asserted through word and deed that they were upstanding 

American citizens—each fueled in their own way by the same logic 
of conscience and citizenship.

Even the famed Goshen Statement of 1918 and subsequent 
responses stated plainly that, though Brethren rejected war in all 
forms, they were productive members of the wider society. Civilian 
Public Service itself was predicated on the desire to both reject war 
and contribute to the needs of the country. Those Brethren who 
joined the military as both combatants and noncombatants asserted 
the same argument with their actions. Even if war was sin, this 
particular war asked something more of the country.

Like the wider population after World War I, Brethren stood by 
their convictions about peace, but once the war came to American 
soil the circumstances dictated a different conclusion. Whatever 
the understanding of war in general, or World War II in particular, 
Church of the Brethren members strove to prove the quality of 
their character as Americans. 

Historians are often tempted to tell the story of the past with the 
outcome already decided. World War II is often the case study of 
this kind of evaluation by hindsight. While we can look back to the 

This article is excerpted from the larger paper 
“Brethren, Peace Witness, and the State,” which was 
presented at the Sixth Brethren World Assembly in 
Winona Lake, Ind., in August. 

The paper looks at Brethren acculturation, not-
ing the shift in sentiments toward participation in 
war from the aftermath of World War I—when 
most Brethren registered their objection to military 
service and Americans said they would serve in the 
military only if the country were invaded—to 
World War II, when more than 90 percent of 
Brethren entered the military, slightly over 80 per-
cent of them as combatants. 

The full paper also provides a case study of 
Brethren minister Elmer B. Hoover, who served as a 
military chaplain during World War II and kept an 
ongoing correspondence with Brethren leader 
Merlin Shull. Brockway says it provides “an interest-
ing look onto the church’s response to culture 
through the intersection of institutional and social 
history.” The full paper will be published with others 
from the Assembly in an upcoming volume.  

how World War ii changed brethren attitudes toward pacifism
by Joshua Brockway

Just O
ff the Avenue, Fifty-third Street, M

ay 1916, by Childe H
assam

 (1859-1935) 
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liberation of Nazi concentration camps and argue the just cause 
of war, the individuals of that time were living toward that 
conclusion but hadn’t reached it yet. The statements and letters 
of Brethren from 1940 to 1943 did not contain concerns about 
the treatment of Jews or arguments for the country to begin 
accepting refugees. Rather, the desire to be good American 
Christians was woven throughout the letters and statements.

The Church of the Brethren, once the conservative wing 
of the Brethren movement, stepped fully into the dominant 
culture in its work for governmental recognition of conscientious 
objectors. Brethren leaders had learned an important lesson 
in the experiences around the Goshen Statement. In the years 
between the wars, and especially as new draft legislation was 
under consideration, Church of the Brethren leaders worked 
tirelessly to secure exceptions for conscientious objectors and 
the formation of Civilian Public Service. 

In his address before the House Committee on Military 
Affairs, Paul H. Bowman tried to impress on the legislators 
the commitment of Brethren to the country. “They exercise 
the right of suffrage,” he said, “and approve the holding of 
public office where the principals of love and nonviolence 
are not violated.” The Brethren, he continued, “pay their 
taxes faithfully as imposed by the government; they obey the 
laws of the land as citizens; they lay little burden upon the 
government for settling their disputes. . . . They build stable 
homes and foster permanent family ties in harmony with the 
best American traditions.”

The Church of the Brethren’s entrance into the ecumenical 
movement of the United States also brought the Brethren 
into closer relationship with other magisterial traditions of 
the country. Not only were these leaders keen to show their 
citizenship to the government, they were striving to live as 
fraternal colleagues to the ministers of these other traditions. 
While participation in the Federal Council of Churches was 
based upon the shared interest of peace in the years between 
the world wars, it also put them within the mainstream of 
public theology among Protestant Liberal traditions. 

As Bowman asserted before the House Committee, the 
Brethren were part of the deep fabric of American culture, 
not just its politics. What is more, the formation of Civilian 
Public Service stated plainly that the conscientious objectors 
would serve in areas deemed of high national importance. 
Good Americans were making sacrifices for the interests of 
the country, and Church of the Brethren service members 
would do the same. 

Primary sources of the time also show how conscience 
figured prominently in the reasoning of individuals and 
denominational leaders, as well as the War Department. As 
leaders like Bowman addressed the government urging clear 

exemptions for religious conscience, military-aged men were 
arguing that their conscience should be recognized by both 
the government and their church. 

 In the church’s pastoral function, conscience lay just beneath 
the surface as congregations were urged to embrace returning 
military and civilian service members alike. Rufus D. Bowman, 
in both his study of the peace position of the Church of the 
Brethren and his later study resource (“Seventy Times Seven”), 
was clear that the fault of the church was not its position, but its 
failure to teach the peace testimony to the members. Here, it is 
evident that R. D. Bowman assumed that conscience could be 
directed through solid teaching by the church and her ministers. 
If a clear program for education were implemented, then surely 
at times of war the conscience of church members will follow the 
church and not the wider culture. 

As Alberto Giubilini summarizes in his entry for the 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, “conscience” is a morally 
neutral term. While appeals to conscience all function 
differently, whether psychologically, politically, or religiously, 
invocations of conscience rarely deal with the content or 
origins of one’s deeply held values. Moral positions were often 
based not on the origins of one’s ethical orientation, but on 
the sincerity of one’s beliefs.

Individuals at this time were among the first generation of 
Church of the Brethren leaders to step fully into the dominant 
culture of the United States. A generation before them had 
maintained a stronger sense of the church apart from the 
workings of the world. But now, fully in the mainstream, 
they were finding their theological way in new territory. The 
commonalities they could find with their dominant culture 
were in the categories of conscience and citizenship. 

Church of the Brethren service, whether military or 
civilian, was a testament to the civic-minded nature of its 
members and arose out of a sincere conscience. The problem 
is that ethical conclusions about what citizenship and 
conscience required were in contradiction with each other.

These two values, of sincere conscience and citizenship, 
show how much our theological and ethical reasoning is 
shaped by the dominant culture of the United States. Many of 
our current debates and questions still revolve around those 
two terms. The peace witness of the Church of the Brethren 
still finds itself wrapped in the questions of conscience 
and civic duty. And the concern about the Church of the 
Brethren’s peace witness, so clearly stated in Rufus Bowman’s 
study guide, still occupies the minds of many church 
members: Now that we are truly at home in American culture, 
what can we do to remain a peace church? 

Josh Brockway is director for spiritual formation for the Church of the Brethren. 

the peace Witness of the church of the brethren still finds 
itself Wrapped in the questions of conscience and civic duty. 
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ABouT The Book
Title: A Poetry of the Soul. Author: Ken Gibble. Publisher: Brethren Press. Publication date: 2018. 
Available from Brethren Press.

Just before I set out on a cross-country road 
trip with cross-generational family members, Ken 
Gibble’s A Poetry of the Soul arrived in my mailbox. I  

      began reading silently, quickly drawn into the verbal 
images of particular souls one meets in Gibble’s poems. 
Compelled by the poetic language, I soon said aloud, 
“Listen to this.” As I read one poem aloud and then another 
and another to listeners who know little about pastoring, 

parishioners, and likely don’t think 
theologically about the soul, our sense 
of belonging, not simply to each other 
as family but to the human family, 
widened and deepened. 

 In his foreword, Scott Holland 
observes, “Gibble’s writing embodies a 
beautiful poetics of presence,” and sug-
gests that insofar as we are God’s 
handiwork, we are God’s poetry. The 
eloquence of these poems reaches 
through and beyond their metaphors, 

inviting readers into the mystery of God by stirring memo-
ries and mysteries of our humanity. With each reading, I 
conclude that this slim volume contains a course in practical 
theology essential for seminary students and illuminating 
for those both inside or outside religious communities. 

Gibble frames the collection of poems composed over a 
rich pastoring career with a prologue and an epilogue. In the 
prologue, through recollections of the seasons of her life, 
92-year-old “Mrs. Shober” introduces a 24-year-old summer 
intern pastor to the significance of simply being present in 
others’ lives as well as his own. 

The epilogue contains one short poem in which the poet 
confesses “They People My Dreams.” 

. . . the old, the young, the in-between
who brought their stories with them. . . .
I greeted some of them soon after they arrived.
I helped some of them depart.

They came.

They left.

They remain.

In between the prologue and epilogue lies the maturing 
of a pastoring soul who has the capacity to elicit the pres-
ence of God and the holy human in ordinary circumstances 
simply by being present.

One section includes such topics as calling and commis-
sioning; first encounter with death; priesthood without and 
with all believers; failure, fiascoes, and regret; self-sanctifi-
cation; redemption and forgiveness. Though most of these 
words describing a pastor’s functions would not be found in 
a Church of the Brethren pastor’s manual, they chronicle the 
lived experiences reflected in biblical stories and theology 
and distilled into ordinances for the faith community.

The poems in each of the subsequent sections reveal the 
characteristics of presence. For one to give presence to 
another or to receive it requires the capacity to be still and 
to listen deeply. Presence sees clearly, distinguishes beauty, 
even in unexpected or unlikely places, and creates beauty 
through gracious attention and wonder. Presence requires 
the ability to be foolish and to laugh at oneself. Being pres-
ent to oneself or another allows one to risk and to incorpo-
rate failure into one’s life.

 Most remarkable among characteristics apparent in pres-
ence is the refusal to divide people into categories. Gibble’s 
“Saints/Sinners” are God wrestlers, wrestling with terminal 
illness, dementia of a partner, death of one’s own three-year-
old child, self-acceptance, and rejection. The gift of presence 
encourages each wrestler to become more honestly himself 
or herself. In so doing, each moves closer to fulfilling 
Thomas Merton’s definition of sainthood: “For me to be a 
saint means to be myself,” that is, to discover “my true self.”

Through clear-eyed perception of human manners, fears 
and doubts, noble and ignoble behaviors, the poet leads us 
through presence to the ground on which the holiness of 
God evokes awareness of the sacred hidden in our midst. A 
spiritual primer, A Poetry of the Soul invites all of us to be 
God’s holy presence for each other inside or outside a 
church, a synagogue, a mosque, in our public squares, and 
wherever fear and division threaten. 

Ruthann Knechel Johansen is past president 
of Bethany Theological Seminary. A member 
of Crest Manor Church of the Brethren in 
South Bend, Ind., she is professor emerita at 
the University of Notre Dame. 

Ruthann Knechel 
Johansen

The poetics of presence
MediaReview
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“Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for 
I say to you that in heaven their angels always see the face of 
My Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 18:10 NKJV).

 It started innocently enough. 
My older brother had a paper route. He delivered 

the local newspaper to the nearby neighborhood. Our 
neighborhood was an odd mixture. One side had a well-
groomed community of modern houses recently built by 
wealthier business owners, lawyers, and doctors. We lived 
on the edge of that community in a small, falling-apart 
farmhouse. 

Beyond us were numerous other farmhouses built 
years ago by Eastern European immigrants who had a 
kaleidoscope of names that rolled off your tongue if you 
didn’t try to pronounce them the way that they were 
spelled—names like Chervanak, Polivka, Karpechech, 
Krajovic, Janeski. Each had a small plot of land that 
included a no-longer-used hayfield. To get to these houses, 
you had to take a narrow gravel road up and across the 
hillside. On the way back you would take a path down 
through the woods to the creek where the final house was 
found. That neighborhood was the last part of the route.

My brother decided to try out for football. Practice 

had two sessions, one in the morning and the other 
in the afternoon, when the newspapers were to be 
delivered. His friend Richard volunteered to do the 
route for him. I was to help him the first day, since I had 
helped my brother many times and knew the route well. 
He was 15, I was 8.

I remember the place clearly. It was in the wooded 
section going down to the creek and the last house. The 
path passed a well that had pure water that we would 
often drink. The well had a cover, and there was a bucket 
hanging on a post inviting the weary passerby to have 
a drink of cool water. After the well, we would pass an 
abandoned house. There was a narrow dirt road that went 
from the house, down the hill, through the woods, and 
across the creek before it joined the paved county road. It 
was there that it happened. 

I thought it was too insignificant to write about. Now I 
find that I am unable to put down on paper what actually 
transpired in those perhaps 15 minutes. I don’t know 
why—it should be easy enough to use the words necessary 
to describe the event. It is not fear or dread. It does not 
seem that repugnant to me even now. It was just an event, 
seemingly minor—something that has never haunted me, 
something that I easily put behind me. I have no feelings 
of anger, nor have I a need to seek vengeance. Richard 

The paper route
by Gary Benesh
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has since passed away. He was a successful member of 
his community. I felt no need to ever expose him—or is it 
rather to expose myself?—to the public. 

Perhaps that is it. To write down the details would 
be to risk exposure. I have always been one to avoid any 
controversy that could cause embarrassment. Perhaps 
this event was what made me that way. But how could I 
possibly know if there is a direct cause and effect between 
this event and my emotional make-up?

I will skip the details and go on to the bribe. Of course 
Richard did not want me to tell anyone. He told me that he 
would give me five packs of firecrackers. To an 8-year-old 
that seemed like a great prize. He brought them to me on 
the morning of the Fourth of July. I remember going out 
and shooting them immediately, with the usual excitement 
a child has with fireworks. 

Yet, though I couldn’t quite identify what it was at that 
time, I had another unsettled feeling that I now know was 
a sense of guilt. The firecrackers were tainted. It was “hush 
money” in a sense. Even without the bribe, I would not 
have dared to tell anyone what happened to me. It would 
remain hidden deep in my memory, separated from my 
thoughts. It never happened again. It would be part of my 
forgotten past. 

There are two remaining details, one odd and one 

haunting. That evening, about an hour afterwards, we had 
supper with tapioca pudding for dessert. While eating it, I 
noticed a little white worm on my arm. I had a sick feeling. 
I had no idea where it had come from, but I was unable to 
eat tapioca for years afterward. 

The second was a haunting question: What about my 
sister? She was two years younger. I know that he had 
opportunities with her. I have never brought it up with her. 
In fact, I have never brought it up with anyone. A couple 
of times I have thought of just asking, “Do you remember 
Richard?” 

If she reacted oddly, then I would know. And she would 
know, too, that we shared a common experience. But this is 
not the type of question you ask over the phone or by email. 
She lives in Florida now, and we do not see each other 
often. The last time I saw her, I was about to ask, and then 
didn’t. 

I need to ask.
Now the tears have come. They are almost 

uncontrollable. I don’t know why, or where they have 
come from. It was only a minor incident, and I have long 
since put it out of my mind. . . . 

Gary Benesh is a retired Church of the Brethren pastor and school teacher. 
He lives in North Carolina.
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What do a bathroom faucet, a bowl of 
ice cream, and a wedding have in 
common? How about a shower, cat food, 

and a garage door opener? 
Over the past 40 years, Global Women’s Project partici-

pants have charged themselves a “luxury tax” for each of 
these. “Luxury” in this case reflects not the dictionary defi-
nition of “abundance and extravagance,” but rather recogni-
tion that not everyone enjoys equal comforts. In a world 
where 2.5 billion people lack access to improved sanitation, 
indoor plumbing can be considered a luxury. 

In the speech that launched the Global Women’s Project 
in 1978, Ruthann Knechel Johansen said:

Our high consumption of industrialized goods—the 
highest in the world—also contributes to global ineq-
uities. . . . In Latin America, land that could be used to 
grow food to feed the poor is instead used to produce 
goods for export such as coffee, carnations, and roses. . 
. . Because we live on the top of the world economical-
ly, politically, militarily, educationally, it is easy not to 
see the effects of our lives and choices on others. . . . 
But when we look at the globe as a total unit, we are 

forced to conclude that, relatively speaking, we belong 
to the oppressor class. By accident of birth, not by 
divine design, we are part of the privileged.

There are at least two ways we can deal with the dis-
quieting reality that we live in an interdependent order 
acting as if we were free, isolated persons or nation. 
One way is to try to extend the privileges of the privi-
leged. . . . The second way is that we can become one 
with the oppressed and undergo a radical conversion, 
with the grace of God, of our own personal and social 
priorities. . . . 

By choosing voluntarily to live simply, to resist our 
culture’s consumption patterns that make hostility and 
armaments essential, and to redirect the resources over 
which we have control into meeting the basic needs of 
two-thirds of the world’s people we can, corporately, 
make our convictions felt in the world. 

“One of my favorite aspects is the education about our 
wealth and privilege and donating that money to make a 
positive impact,” says steering committee member Tina 
Rieman. “It’s a good mindfulness exercise.” She first heard 
about the luxury tax after camping, without free access to 
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The luxury of helping
by Jan Fischer Bachman
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Togo—ECHOPE,  
providing training for 
female street vendors 
on food safety and for 
local social workers.

Nigeria—Female 
Theologians of 
Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a 
Nigeria (EYN, the 
Church of the Brethren 
in Nigeria), providing 
scholarships for women 
to attend classes at  
the EYN technology 
center in Jos.  

Haiti—Eglise des Frères Haiti 
(Church of the Brethren in 
Haiti), providing training and 
start-up money for an income 
generating program (sewing 
sheets, making fried bread 
and liquid soap). 

Mexico—Institute of 
Intercultural Studies 
and Research, 
strengthening the 
Chiapas community 
through trauma 
response training, 
menstrual health 
workshops and 
resources, and more. 

Nepal—Women Empowerment, 
increasing literacy, educating 
girls, providing skills training.

Palestine—Palestine News 
Network, supporting a 
weekly radio show by and 
for Palestinian women.

Honduras—Christian 
Commission for 
Development, 
empowering women.

Nicaragua—Casa 
Materna, reducing 
maternal and infant 
death rates.

Uganda—Shifting 
Ideas Through 
Education for African 
Women, working to 
change traditions of 
female circumcision, 
domestic violence, 
premature marriage, 
inheritance of women 
by male family 
members, and more.

Indiana—Growing 
Grounds, supporting 
women who have 
been incarcerated 
through the difficult 
reentry process. 

Rwanda—Life is 
Expensive, helping 
purchase land, 
tools and seed for 
women to grow 
their own food and 
sell the overflow. 

South Sudan—
Women’s Sewing 
Cooperative,  
providing sewing 
machines and 
teachers. 

India—Cultural Academy 
for Peace, engaging in 
human rights activities, 
building regional, national 
and international links to 
support women, working 
toward nonviolent social 
change and a peaceful 
society. 

www.brethren.org/globalwomensproject

2018 grants 2017 grants Other recent projects
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showers. For 12 years, she donated money for each 
shower she took. “It made me mindful of that luxury 
and how much water I use,” she says.  

Former steering committee member Anna Lisa 
Gross explains, “Our mission has, is, and will continue 
to be inviting all women to live in solidarity with 
women around the world, seeking to empower women 
and girls in their own communities in living a life of 

The luxury of helping

Since 1978, Global Women’s Project has shared 
$317,113 with women from 25 countries.

courtesy of Global Women’s Project

india



dignity and respect.” 
Gross is one of several moth-

er-daughter and sister legacies 
on the steering committee: Louie 
Baldwin Rieman and Tina 
Rieman, Rachel Gross and Anna 
Lisa Gross, and sisters Lois 
Grove and Pearl Miller. 

“Our partnerships with wom-
en-led organizations around the 
world grow out of relationships, 
too” says Gross. “We’re Brethren, 
after all!”

Has the concept worked? 
Johansen recalls, “On the 

20th anniversary of the Global 
Women’s Project, I asked for a 
record of contributors. Although 
the list was not complete, sever-
al things surprised me. For 
example, there were several 
contributions from establishments like pizza restaurants 
or other commercial establishments. I was most moved by 
the wide variety of individual women and men, women’s 
groups both within and outside the Church of the 
Brethren, and congregations across wide theological per-
spectives who had joined in giving birth to a world more 
consistent with God’s reality, mercy, and justice.”

Pearl Miller reflects on the changes over the years. 
“Hopefully we have made changes within ourselves that 

have moved us to be more creative and proactive for the 
benefit of girls and women wherever they may be. Through 
small grants from Global Women’s Project, women around 
the world have been given assistance so that they can 
establish cooperative businesses, send their children to 
school, move away from lives of domestic violence, incar-
ceration, or economic uncertainty, and work toward more 
just societies based on human values, equality, and peace.”  

 “It is a gift to know that so many have been touched 
with ways to access education, provide for their families, 
and promote community,” says steering committee mem-
ber Carla Kilgore. “It also touches me to know the amaz-
ing women from the Church of the Brethren who have 
reached out to others to reflect on how reducing our lux-
uries can allow us to partner with others so that more of 
us can thrive.” 

“As a fully volunteer-led organization we’ve struggled 
with stamina, focus, and energy over these 40 years,“ 
admits Gross. “At least twice the steering committee has 
considered, ‘Is this the time to lay GWP down?’ and the 
answer, so far, has been ‘no!’ Even though our grants to 
women-led community projects seem small to us (often 
$1,500 per year), this money goes far in many places.”

“We have the energy to see this through and continue it 
beyond 40 years,” concludes Rieman.   

40th anniversary challenges
Each month in 2018, Global Women’s Project has 
offered a specific challenge. Two remain:

November: Count the number of books you have 
by female authors on your bookshelves and share your 
favorite one on Facebook. Bonus: give a dime in honor 
of each book or give some of the books to local free 
libraries.

December: Do a Reverse Advent Calendar. Add one 
item each day of Advent to donate to a local food pan-
try, shelter, or other group.
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Dotti Seitz is a member of First Church of the Brethren in 
Harrisburg, Pa. She and her husband, Steve, perform as Puppet 
and Story Works, using ventriloquy and storytelling for family, 
youth, and older adult audiences. Seitz is Native American, 
from the Southern Cheyenne tribe.

QTell us about the work you and your husband 
do with puppets. How does your identity inform 
your work?
 
AMy identity is woven into it. It’s like a tapestry; I can’t not 
be who I am. 

I have three Indian puppets. I have an old man, whose 
name is Luke Warm Water, and his girlfriend, Granny Helen 
High Water. They’re both Cheyenne—he’s Southern and she’s 
Northern. And then I have a puppet nephew by the name of 
Charlie Little Big Mouth.

In our shows, Granny and I talk about our relationship 
with the non-Indian society and how it’s changed over the 
years, and she talks about, from her humorous point of view, 
how that relationship is going. It helps the audiences get to 
know a little bit about Indian humor and our perspective on 

the dominant society without beating people over the head 
with it. It’s done in fun and in humor and in song. 

Our family shows are almost exclusively for churches. One of 
them focuses on miracles that Jesus did, and I give a testimony 
during that show. We have a show on the Ten Commandments, 
and one on “The Gospel According to Us”—little basics in 
Christianity that everyone ought to know that we sometimes 
mess up on. They’re all humorous. There’s a lot of singing and 
audience interaction. I have also done performances in churches 
where I’ve taught how Indian people worship, kind of dispelling 
some of the myths and misunderstandings.
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At the intersection of  
Brethren and Native American
An interview with Dotti Seitz by Monica McFadden

Native American Challenge

Want to learn more about Native Americans and faith? Join 
others in the Church of the Brethren in a 30-day challenge 
honoring Native American Heritage Month, with a small 
resource each day in November to foster learning, conversa-
tion, and awareness. Find out more at www.brethren.org.
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QHow would you character-
ize your spiritual journey?
 
A  Oh, it’s a long and winding one. 
I was adopted and raised by a white 
family and they went to church 
every Sunday, so I learned Christian 
tenets very early in my life. 

I wasn’t really given the oppor-
tunity to find my birth family until 
much later, even though I kept 
looking for them. I couldn’t find 
them because I was adopted in a 
closed records state, in Missouri, 
where adoptees are not allowed to 
know any information about their 
birth families. Finally I was able to 
get information and was able to 
find my family, simply to confirm 
that I really was who I’d been told 
I was all my life. That was a big thing for me, as it was for 
many adoptees, to close that circle. 

I had been working at that time in national American 
Indian affairs for some years and had done a lot of work in 
the American Indian community in New York City. I had 
gotten away from Christian practice because I had wanted 
to find out more about my own tribe and other Native spiri-
tual practices. 

I didn’t return to the Christian way until I moved to 
Washington, D.C., in 1981, and an Indian woman there who 
was a jazz singer became a good friend of mine. I’m sure God 
[told her] “go take care of this person, she really needs some 
help.” So she’s the one who brought me back to the Lord, and 

I did indeed become a born-again 
Christian. It chokes me up to say 
that, because I had strayed very far. 

But our Creator’s very gracious 
and, though I let go of him, he didn’t 
let go of me. Now I do my best to 
serve him every day and follow 
Jesus as well as I can. 

QWhat about the Church of 
the Brethren do you particu-
larly feel drawn to?

A I really appreciate the fact that 
members of the Church of the 
Brethren get out and start serving 
their neighbors and serving God in a 
community way. They look for 
opportunities of service, whether it’s 
out in another community or anoth-

er part of the world or, for our current church, in the local 
community on South Allison Hill, which is the ghetto of 
Harrisburg. The church is strongly involved in that commu-
nity and I found that really wonderful. We got to meet and 
know the people in the community who became active 
members of the church. 

 Q What do you wish the rest of the Church of 
the Brethren knew about Native Americans?
 
A I’m hoping that people would be willing to step out-
side their comfort zones to really get to know indigenous 
people. Indian people are still the silent people that no 

American Indian boarding schools
American Indian boarding 
schools were operated by the 
US government, and churches 
working with the government, from 
1860 to 1978. (Missions preceded 
schools far earlier, as a similar system 
of aggressively forced assimilation 
now known to be rife with abuse.) 
Native American children were 
forcibly removed from their families 
and placed far away in schools such 
as the Carlisle (Pa.) Indian Industrial 
School.

The schools operated under the 
idea “kill the Indian, save the man.” 

Children were stripped of their 
culture—taught not to speak their 
language, practice their religion, wear 
traditional clothing, or identify with 
their tribes in any way. Survivors 
often look back on their experiences 
as abusive and traumatic. Many are 
still dealing with the traumas, and 
these traumas continue to affect their 
children and grandchildren. 

Children who died at the schools—
often from diseases and major lifestyle 
changes associated with moving to a 
different environment—are buried in 
cemeteries at the schools. Mourning 

tribes continue to work for the 
repatriation, or returning home, of 
their community’s children who have 
been lost for decades. 

In addition, school records are 
often unavailable to survivors and 
their families, making it difficult for 
them to gain closure. Many survivors 
are only just now speaking out about 
their experiences; for some it is still 
too painful to discuss. Amid the 
trauma, however, Native American 
tribes and communities have retained 
their cultures and are working toward 
healing and truth.
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Dotti Seitz and daughter Elissa in pow wow regalia.
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one hears from unless there’s a special reason to or we 
make a lot of noise, like at Standing Rock last year. To 
really understand why we’re protesting and who we really 
are. And also to understand that even though we may be 
[stand-offish], it’s because of the mistrust that’s been built 
up for so long. 

[When] the dominant society likes to go into a tribe, it’s 
like taking a watch apart. You pull the watch apart and then 
you put it back together the way you want it to be. [This dis-
ruption has] torn up the spirit of a lot of tribes and a lot of 
Indian people, and people are still recuperating from that. 
It’s a very hard journey to come back from, when it’s been 
close to 500 years or more long.
 
Q What do you wish the church  
were doing better?
 
A I wish more of the Church of the Brethren people 
would reach out to learn worship ways that other people 
use in Indian Christian circles or in the black church, to 
incorporate or at least learn from those and not to be 
afraid of them or think that they’re not Christian. Find 
out where Indian people are on a particular issue, or if 
they’re included at all. And, if not, maybe there’s a way 
they could call for some kind of involvement to help bring 
Indians to the table too, or find out what they’re doing 
about a particular issue.

Q Any final thoughts?
 
AThis last year or so, some of the remains [of children 
from Carlisle Indian School in Pennsylvania] have been 
returned to the tribes and have been repatriated and rebur-
ied in their homelands. It’s a really big thing for the tribes to 
be able to do that. 

That happened with my tribe about 1984. Even though I 
was never raised in my community, it was very large just 
because there was some healing going on. It’s amazing how 
that touches people even though these bones had been many 
years away from their people. They did big ceremonies and 
our peace chiefs came up to get [the remains] and took them 
back, and there was a week of ceremony and joy. Even for 
those of us who didn’t live there, we felt it. 

It makes me think of how my husband was raised 
Lutheran before he was Brethren, and of course the 
Lutherans persecuted the people from the Church of the 
Brethren. Those people came over here to the New World to 
get away from that persecution and the killing by their own 
Christian brothers and sisters. 

So there’s an identity, there’s a mutuality that can be built 
around. Those kinds of oppression are universal and they’ve 
been going on since we got to this planet. 
 
Monica McFadden works at the Office of Peacebuilding and Policy in 
Washington, D.C., in a new position focused on racial justice. She is serving 
through Brethren Volunteer Service.
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Ientered Brethren Volunteer 
Service (BVS) in September 
2017 not really sure what project 

I should do. I had a few favorites, but 
there was no guarantee I would be 
placed at one of those locations.  
    At orientation, each volunteer 
spends a significant amount of time 
exploring all the project options 
available. At our orientation at Camp 
Pine Lake in Eldora, Iowa, there were 

several large boxes full of files on each 
potential project, which certainly 
felt overwhelming. It didn’t take long 
before I started to feel frustrated—
none of the projects I really liked were 
working out, and I couldn’t seem to 
find one that was calling me.  
    Days passed and, as others gradually 
came to find the right place for 
them, I was still struggling. Then at 
lunch one day, Dan McFadden, the 
director of BVS, presented us with 

two new files. One of them was for 
Creation Justice Ministries (CJM). 
I immediately snatched up the file 
and began reading as I ate my lunch. 
I was very excited because earlier 
that year I had met the director of 
CJM, Shantha Ready Alonso, at a 
presentation in Washington, D.C., as 
part of the Church of the Brethren’s 
Christian Citizenship Seminar. I was 
inspired by the work of CJM, and I 
wanted to get in on the action.
    A few days later, I had an interview 
over the phone with Shantha. She let 
me know that my fate at CJM was 
resting on a grant proposal coming 
through and, in addition, her board 
approving taking on a second BVS 
member. This was not just any grant: It 
was an Appalachian regional organiz-
ing grant. Being from central 
Pennsylvania, I had a personal connec-
tion to Appalachian issues and was 
enthusiastic about advocating for a 
region that I knew and loved.   
    At this point, the other BVS volun-
teers were starting to be officially 
accepted by their top choices. 
Meanwhile, I was anxiously awaiting 
my own confirmation. Days passed, 
and still I had not heard back. There 
were 10 people in my orientation 
group, and it came down to me and 
one other person who didn’t know 
where they would be serving. Finally, 
when our group was out for dinner in 
Des Moines, I found out that I was 
going to Washington. I was relieved 
and overjoyed to be heading to work at 
CJM.
    Fast forward to today: I have spent 
months learning about the mission of 
CJM and the justice issues that we 
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take on daily. On the CJM website, our 
mission statement begins, “Creation 
Justice Ministries educates, equips, 
and mobilizes Christian communions 
or denominations, congregations, and 
individuals to protect, restore, and 
rightly share God’s Creation” and does 
so “with a particular concern for the 
vulnerable and marginalized.” Our 
board of directors includes Nate 
Hosler, director of the Office of 
Peacebuilding and Policy for the 
Church of the Brethren—which is one 
of 38 CJM member communions or 
denominations. 
    Our team at CJM works on a variety 
of creation care issues, ranging from 
protecting national monuments and 
wildlife refuges to seeking justice for 
communities affected by pollution and 
climate change. One tool that our 
members count on every year is our 
Earth Day Sunday resource. This year’s 
theme was “Sense of Place,” coming 
from the connection each of us has 
with the natural surroundings that 
make up the space we call home.  
    I am always in awe of the wondrous 
things God created for us to take care 
of and enjoy. Psalm 104:24-25 says, 
“How many are your works, Lord! In 
wisdom you made them all; the earth 
is full of your creatures. There is the 
sea, vast and spacious, teeming with 
creatures beyond number—living 
things both large and small.” The more 
time I’ve spent advocating for creation 
at CJM, the more connected I feel to 
God.
    And as my opportunity to work at 
CJM comes from an Appalachian 
grant, I have dedicated most of my 
time here to Appalachian-related 

work. I helped organize the second 
State of Appalachia Conference, a 
regional gathering of faith leaders pas-
sionate about bringing justice for 
Appalachia. I drafted opinion pieces 
on the RECLAIM Act, a piece of bipar-
tisan federal legislation that aims to 
clean up abandoned mines and create 
new economic opportunities for coal 
communities across the country.  
    I had the opportunity to travel to 
Charleston, W. Va., to testify before the 
Environmental Protection Agency in 
support of the Clean Power Plan. 
These are all amazing things I never 
imagined I would be doing in my time 
in BVS, and maybe not after that, 
either. I’m not sure what I expected to 
come out of all of this, but I was sur-
prised to find that I had created a 
renewed connection with my home in 
Appalachia and strengthened my own 
sense of place. Before coming to CJM, 
Appalachian issues were just part of 
my normal surroundings. Now I had 

the chance to help change things for 
people from my own community. It has 
been a powerful and humbling experi-
ence, to say the least.
    I am grateful for this challenging 
journey of discovery and growth that I 
embarked on through Brethren 
Volunteer Service. I feel like I’ve been 
able to share God’s love through acts of 
service while advocating for justice, 
working for peace, and caring for cre-
ation along the way. This experience 
has certainly tested me and hasn’t 
always been easy, but I am glad that I 
chose BVS—and more specifically 
Creation Justice Ministries—at this 
time in my life. They have helped me 
travel a little farther down the winding 
road toward discerning my calling. 
And I think that, in itself, makes it all 
worth it. 

Chloe Soliday, from Saxton, Pa., is a member of 
Stone Church of the Brethren in Huntingdon. Since 
writing this piece, she has completed her term in 
BVS and entered Berea College in Kentucky. 
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Chloe Soliday (at right) testifies in front of the EPA at a hearing in West Virginia. 
She was speaking against the proposed repeal of the Clean Power Plan.
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In the US, many of us celebrate Thanksgiving 
by spending time with family and friends 
around a common meal. We may talk about gratitude. We 

may feel thankful as we sit around the table, even if we don’t 
express our feeling of gratitude aloud. But why should we 
isolate our formal thanksgiving to one day of the year? How 
might we make thanksgiving an ongoing practice that is both 
personal and public? Do we thank God through both deeds 
and words?

As we consider ways to practice thanksgiving, an often-over-
looked resource is the book of Psalms. Eugene Peterson 
describes the Psalms as “prayers that train us in prayer,” and his 
book Answering God: The Psalms as Tools for Prayer explores 
the Psalter’s spirituality. We likely all experience moments of 
spontaneous thanksgiving, but a life of praise is a spiritual disci-
pline that needs to be practiced on a regular basis. 

This Bible study focuses on Psalm 146, a hymn that pro-
vides reasons for expressing gratitude to God. Psalm 146 
praises the God who protects the vulnerable. In the book of 
Ruth, we consider ways in which the characters of Naomi, 
Ruth, and Boaz illustrate aspects of Psalm 146.

Whom shall we trust?
Psalm 146 opens (verses 1-4) with a call to praise God. Each 
of the last five psalms in the Psalter begins and ends with the 
two-word Hebrew phrase hallelu-jah, “praise the Lord.”

This psalm advises us to trust God, not human rulers, 
because God remains long after human rulers perish along 
with their plans. Elsewhere in the Bible, we find descrip-
tions of how leaders should rule, so the Bible as a whole 
does not advocate against human political and social struc-
tures. It does, however, insist that God should be the ulti-
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mate source of our hope and trust.
The section with verses 5-10 begins with a beatitude, a say-

ing that names a situation in which humans experience God’s 
favor. We often associate beatitudes with the teachings of Jesus 
in Matthew 5, but beatitudes occur throughout the Scriptures, 
in both Old and New Testaments. Beatitudes usually begin 
with the word “blessed” (NIV), or “happy” (NRSV). In verse 5, 
the one who is called “blessed,” or “happy,” is the one whose 
source of help and hope is the Lord God. In the Psalms, the 
word “help” (Hebrew ‘ezer) frequently refers to the aid God 
provides in especially needy times.

According to the psalmist, we should be happy that God is 
our help and hope, first of all because God has created every-
thing we know and, secondly, because we can always trust 
God, who “remains faithful forever.” The psalmist goes on to 
describe ways in which God is both help and hope, especially 
for those who are the most at risk in society. God acts on 
behalf of those who are oppressed, hungry, imprisoned, blind, 
and bowed down. In other words, God supports those who 
are economically and socially disadvantaged. 

In the first half of verse 9, the psalmist proclaims the fol-
lowing: 

 The Lord watches over the foreigner
     and sustains the fatherless and the widow (NIV).

“Foreigners, fatherless, and widows” are those individuals 
who in ancient Israel might have struggled because they 
lacked a supportive social, or family, system. The term “for-
eigner” in this verse translates the Hebrew word ger, which 
actually refers to a subset of foreigner. The ger was a foreign-
er who settled in the land for a length of time. Some English 
versions refer to these people as “sojourners,” while others 
call them “resident aliens.”

Near the end of this list we learn that “the Lord loves the 
righteous” (v. 8). At first, this may seem out of place among 
the other groups, who are disadvantaged in some way, but in 
the Psalms, “the righteous” also need God’s protection and 
support. I don’t hear many people use the terms “righteous” 

and “wicked” today. I suspect that the term “righteous” has 
become equated with “self-righteousness,” an attitude of 
superiority that assumes that everything I do is right. 
Consequently, self-righteous individuals judge all other peo-
ple according to their own criteria of right and wrong. By 
contrast, the term “righteous” (tsaddiq) as it is used in the 
Psalms refers to persons who rely upon God. In the Psalms, 
individuals do not claim to be righteous or speak self-righ-
teously about a presumed superior status. 

The “wicked” seek ways to put themselves forward and in 
doing so take advantage of others whenever it furthers their 
own goals. Because the righteous rely upon God and strive to 
follow God’s teachings in their daily lives, they expose them-
selves to the predatory behaviors of the wicked, who seek 
their own success. 

Vulnerability and the righteous
The book of Ruth presents a narrative about two widows, 
Ruth and Naomi, who struggle to survive after the deaths of 
their husbands. As a Moabite widow living as a foreigner in 
Bethlehem, Ruth is doubly vulnerable. In order to eat, Ruth 
and Naomi rely on the generosity of the well-to-do members 
of society. Boaz, a distant relative of Naomi’s, models righ-
teous behavior when he leaves behind grain in the field for 
the needy to collect, rather than furthering his own economic 
interests by harvesting all of his crops.

In the illustration that accompanies this Bible study, an 
1896 watercolor by James Tissot, Ruth looks expectantly to 
her left as she stands in the field where she and other women 
glean. The artist focuses our attention on this isolated young 
woman. Who will help her survive as a widow living in a for-
eign land? Psalm 146 praises God who sustains widows, such 
as Ruth and Naomi, and it proclaims God’s love for righteous 
individuals who, like Boaz, enact their gratitude to God by 
providing food for the hungry. 

As Diana Butler Bass observes in her book Grateful, “grati-
tude is inherently social; it always connects us as individuals 
to others.” In Psalm 146, God loves the righteous, not because 
they are superior to other members of society, but because 
they recognize their dependence upon God. This recognition 
calls forth both verbal expressions of thanksgiving to God and 
recognition of a shared humanity. 

When we make time to express gratitude to God, do we 
thank God only for what we ourselves have received? Or, as 
Psalm 146 models, do we also praise God for upholding the 
cause of the oppressed, for watching over sojourners, and for 
sustaining all those in vulnerable social situations? Like Boaz, 
do we demonstrate our grateful reliance upon God through 
our actions, in which we, too, stand on the side of vulnerable 
individuals in our communities? 

 
Christina Bucher is professor of religion at Elizabethtown College in Pennsylvania.
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Recommended reading
Diana Butler Bass, Grateful: The Transformative Power of 

Giving Thanks (HarperOne, 2018). Bass describes gratitude in 
both our personal lives and our corporate life. 

Eugene H. Peterson, Answering God: The Psalms as Tools 
for Prayer (HarperOne, 1991). Peterson explores the Psalms as 
a resource for personal prayer.

John D. Witvliet, The Biblical Psalms in Christian Worship 
(Eerdmans, 2007). Witvliet provides practical ways to incorpo-
rate the Psalms into corporate worship. 
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brethren Disaster Ministries (BDM) 
mounted a rapid response following 
Hurricane Florence’s landfall on the North 

Carolina coast on Sept. 13. 
    BDM has already had a long-term presence in the 
Carolinas, with teams working at rebuilding projects since 
fall 2016 in the wake of Hurricane Matthew. Work began 
in the area of Columbia, S.C., and 
later moved to Marion County 
before expanding earlier this year 
to sites in both North and South 
Carolina, sending more than 30 
volunteers and leaders each week. 
The most recent site has been in 
Lumberton, N.C. 
    Volunteers from Atlantic 
Northeast, South/Central Indiana, 
and Virlina districts scheduled for 
the week of Sept. 9-15 still trav-
eled to the area and did what 
rebuilding they could ahead of the 
storm, including a completely 
new roof the day before the storm 
hit, replacing one that had been 
damaged in 2016. The volunteers 
then traveled home that day 
ahead of Florence’s landfall.  
    Project leaders Steve Keim, 
Kim Gingerich, Henry Elsea, and 
Rob and Barb Siney stayed behind 
in Lumberton, however, to pre-

pare for Florence, as the host church—located in the 
northern part of the city—had avoided flooding in 2016. 
They filled water coolers, set up a generator, moved vehi-
cles and trailers to safer spots, and strapped down several 
trailers. Following the storm, they began effecting basic 
repairs.  
   In the wake of Florence, BDM said it would “continue to 

wait out the storm and flooding and 
have volunteers return as soon as pos-
sible,” according to a release. “When 
the flood waters recede, volunteers 
will work with our local partners to 
identify how best to help to attempt 
to contact past clients who might 
have been re-affected.” A robust 
schedule of volunteer teams in the 
Carolinas for 2019 has been created.  
    Meanwhile, BDM’s Children’s 
Disaster Services (CDS) activated 
four child care teams for deployment 
shortly after the storm. The week 
after Florence, 17 CDS volunteers 
were on the ground in the two states 
providing care for children in shel-
ters. Additional CDS volunteers were 
standing by to deploy as needs arose 
or to provide relief.
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Samuel Dante Dali of 
Nigeria has been serving this fall 
as international scholar in residence 
at Bethany Theological Seminary 
in Richmond, Ind. 
He and his wife, 
Rebecca, arrived the 
first week of August 
and will remain in 
residence through 
the end of December.  

    Samuel Dali served as president of 
Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, 
Church of the Brethren in Nigeria) 
from 2011 to 2016, the period when 
EYN was most severely affected 
by violence from Boko Haram. A 
theological scholar, Dali has served 
as academic dean and head of the 
Department of Church History at 
the Theological College of Northern 
Nigeria and as chairman of its 

governing council. He has also held 
the positions of lecturer and treasurer 
at Kulp Bible College and is known 
for his work in peacebuilding and 
advocacy 
    Dali will attend selected classes 
and join discussions during 
his time at Bethany. He is also 
working on two books and doing 
speaking engagements around the 
denomination.

Samuel Dali joins Bethany seminary community

Brethren Disaster Ministries responds to Florence

Volunteers from the Church of the Brethren 
Children’s Disaster Services program 
mounted a quick response in North 
Carolina in the wake of Hurricane Florence. Co
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Brethren Volunteer Service

two Brethren Volunteer 
Service (BVS) units held 

orientation over the summer and have 
begun their service at project locations 
across the country and around the world.  

BVS Unit 319 met at Camp Colorado 
(Sedalia, Colo.) from late July to early 
August. Volunteers and their placements: 
Julia Bambauer of Trier, Germany, and 
Judith Blaik of Bingen, Germany, are 
serving with Good Samaritan Services in 
Ephrata, Pa.; Donthia Browne of 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, is serving with 
Project PLASE in Baltimore, Md.; Lauren 
Capasso of Bridgewater (Va.) Church of 
the Brethren is serving with Casa de 
Esperanza de los Niños in Houston, 
Texas; Kathy Edmark and Roger Edmark 
of Olympic View Community Church of 
the Brethren in Seattle will be serving at 

World Friendship Center, Hiroshima, 
Japan, starting in summer 2019. 
    Elly Green of Louisville, Ky., is serving 
with the Corrymeela Community in 
Ballycastle, Northern Ireland; Lukas 
Kuhn of Brackenheim, Germany, is 
serving with Highland Park Elementary 
School in Roanoke, Va.; Pauline Liu of 
Parker, Colo., serving with L’Arche 
Kilkenny in the Republic of Ireland.  
Lisa-Marie Mayerle of Hoechstaedt, 
Germany, is serving with the Hagerstown 
Church of the Brethren and Shepherd’s 
Spring Outdoor Ministry Center in 
Maryland; Monica McFadden of 
Highland Avenue Church of the Brethren 
(Elgin, Ill.) is serving with the Church of 
the Brethren Office of Peacebuilding and 
Policy, Washington, D.C. 
    Caitlin O’Quinn of Gary, Ind., is serving 
with the Asian Rural Institute in Japan; 

Alex Parker of Community Church of the 
Brethren (Hutchinson, Kan.) is serving 
with Quaker Cottage in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland; Holden Stehle of Greensboro, 
Md., is serving with ABODE Services, 
Fremont, Calif.; Judy Stout of San Diego 
(Calif.) Church of the Brethren is serving 
with Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria 
(Church of the Brethren in Nigeria); and 
Ben Zaspel of Offenburg, Germany, is 
serving with SnowCap Community 
Charities in Portland, Ore.  
    
BVS/Brethren Revival Fellowship 
(BRF) Unit 320 met at Camp Swatara 
(Bethel, Pa.) in August. Emily Kline of 
White Oak Church of the Brethren 
(Manheim, Pa.) and Carson Ocker of 
Upton Church of the Brethren 
(Greencastle, Pa.) are serving with The 
Root Cellar in Lewiston, Maine. Jolene 
and Sheldon Shank from the Heidelberg 
Church of the Brethren (Newmanstown, 
Pa.) are serving as house parents for the 
BRF unit and living in Lewiston, along 
with their children. Sheldon Shank is 
also serving with The Root Cellar.  
    For more information, visit  
www.brethren.org/BVS. 

BVS units 319, 320 hold orientation

New volunteers Carson Ocker (in white 
T-shirt) and Emily Kline (in maroon) are pic-
tured with house parents Sheldon and Jolene 
Shank and their children. Orientation leaders 
Walter and Peggy Heisey are at back left.

The members of Brethren Volunteer Service Unit 319: (front kneeling from left) Judy Stout, 
Pauline Liu, Judith Blaik, Monica McFadden, Lauren Capasso; (middle row) Holden Stehle, 
Ben Zaspel, Donthia Browne, Alex Parker, Julia Bambauer, Lisa-Marie Mayerle, Caitlin 
O’Quinn, Elly Green, Roger Edmark; (back row) Lukas Kuhn, Kathy Edmark.

Inspired by 2 Peter 1:5-8 (The 
Message), the theme for the 2019 Church of 
the Brethren workcamp season is “Grow.” This 
theme focuses on complementing basic faith 
with qualities that encourage steady and active 
growth. “Workcampers will connect to  
2 Peter’s spiritual principles through the stages 

of a plant and explore God’s call, Christ’s 
example, and living with purpose,” says the 
workcamp office. Registration will open Jan. 
17, at 7 p.m. CST. Visit www.brethren.org/
workcamps to stay up to date. Lauren Flora 
and Marissa Witkovsky-Eldred are assistant 
coordinators of workcamps for the 2019 season.

Workcamps announce 2019 theme

Brethren Volunteer Service
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 Letters

A pastoral pilgrimage

After reading the letters in the 
September Messenger from and about 
women in ministry, I’m reflecting on 
the ministry of my wife, Letha Miller 
McKinnell, who passed away May 30. 
As I some of her resumes and letters, 
it is apparent that she must have had 
a hope for set-apart ministry since 
her baptism at age 10 by her minister 
grandfather, Jacob Eby.

Letha experienced some detours 
after college and Brethren Volunteer 
Service. But in September 1957 she 
reached a milestone, walking through 
the gate of Bethany Biblical Seminary 
in Chicago to study for the master of 
religious education degree and a career 
in Christian education ministry. I 
arrived at Bethany in September 1958, 
and we became more than good friends. 

We worked as a pastoral family for 
23 years in local congregations with her 
as pastor’s wife, mother to our children, 
and lay leader. In 1983 we were called 
to new church development ministry. 
For that, 24 years after her graduation, 
she was licensed to pastor with me 
(however, on only one part-time salary). 
She actively provided pulpit supply and 
was engaged in hospital chaplaincy.  

We worked with two new church 
developments projects that ended in 
failure. We then left the ministry for 
six years, secularly employed and living 
as active lay members in a suburban 
congregation. However, the district 
asked us serve on a steering committee 

for another new church.  
When I “retired” in 1998, we were 

called to pastor that new congregation. 
We said we would if the district would 
ordain Letha to the ministry. That 
was granted in 1998, 39 years after her 
seminary graduation. Letha and I enjoyed 
the best 11 years of our life and ministry 
together. We took turns preaching. We 

invited people to become disciples of 
Jesus, and took turns baptizing them. 
We shared the role of pastoral care. We 
thrived with the church.

However imperfect it was and 
however long it took to realize her God-
given dream, I count all the years we 
had together as a pastoral pilgrimage of 
blessing and perseverance that provided 

Christian Citizenship Seminar 2019
April 27 – May 2, 2019  • New York City and Washington D.C.

Registration
www.brethren.org/ccs - opening December 3, 2018, at 12 p.m. central time
For more information contact:
Becky Ullom Naugle, Youth and Young Adult Ministry Office
847-429-4385 • COBYouth@brethren.org

Christian Citizenship Seminar (CCS) provides youth in high school and
the first year of college (or age equivalent) the chance to explore the
relationship between faith and a particular political issue and then act
from a faith perspective regarding that issue. This year’s Christian
Citizenship Seminar will focus on innovative approaches to resolving
conflict and preventing civilian harm. 

Sponsored by the Church of the Brethren’s Youth and Young Adult
Ministry Office and the Office of Peacebuilding and Policy

Creative solutions
to violent conflict
worldwide
1 Peter 3:11: “…seek peace and pursue it.” 
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care for God’s flock, and, at last, the joy 
of ministry for Letha.

James McKinnell
York, Pa.

Honoring service

Included in the many statements of 
Senator John McCain’s contributions to 
national service of our country was 
much praise for his military service dur-

Call us for a tour and lunch

(909) 392 4111

DSS #191501662; Certificate of Authority #069; www.livingathillcrest.org

2705 Mountain View Drive | La Verne | CA | 91750 

  A Remarkable Retirement Community®
H  I  L  L  C  R  E  S  T 

 
CALL 909-392-4111 

A Preferred Provider

SIMPLY A REMARKABLE PLACE         
WITH REMARKABLE PEOPLE. 

Hillcrest residents l r: Ralph Carlson, Marian Endo, Millie Cueto, Lois Offstein, Bob Ratliff, Gayle San Miguel, Herb Holt and Gwen Carr.

Wanted: Persons to volunteer in central 
Nigeria for a few months to encourage and 
guide untrained Nigerian teachers at an inter-
faith Montessori preschool. Must be open-
minded, flexible, and respectful to all persons. 
Prefer persons with experience in Montessori 
education or with training from Children’s 
Disaster Services. Contact MontessoriFor-
PeaceInNigeria@gmail.com to express inter-
est, to learn details, and to initiate a discus-
sion about possibilities.

CLASSIFIEDS



 

Please send information to be 
included in Turning Points to 
Diane Stroyeck, 1451 
Dundee Ave, Elgin, IL 60120; 
800-323-8039, ext. 327; 
dstroyeck@brethren.org. 
Information must be complete 
in order to be published. 
Information older than one 
year cannot be published.

Centenarians
Coffman, Flora, 102, 

Maurertown, Va., Aug. 5

New members
Bush Creek, Monrovia, Md.: 

Helen Shultz
Codorus, Dallastown, Pa.: 

Molly Binkley, Lillian Forry, 
Allison Hartman, Kelsey 
Hartman, Sarah Hartman, 
Rebecca Naylor, Hunter 
Sentz, Marlee Shaw

Garden City, Kan.: Virginia 
Green, Gene Greer, Linda 
Greer

Hempfield, Manheim, Pa.: 
Jaime Fisher, Leah Gappa

Mohler, Ephrata, Pa.: Dorothy 
Freidly, Leroy Freidly, Carol 
Noll, Jasmine Stauffer

Palmyra, Pa.: Karen 
Haldeman, Charles 
Hendrick, Linda Hendrick

Waynesboro, Pa.: Bev 
Pittman

West Charleston, Tipp City, 
Ohio: Don Barnhart, Binwa 
Didas, Jocelyne Hernandez, 
Pedro Hernandez, Beatrice 
Kashindi, Byaombe Kashindi, 
Didas Kashindi, Karla 
Saucedo, Oscar Saucedo

Woodland, Astoria, Ill.: 
Victoria Keeler

Wedding 
anniversaries
Adsitt, Russ and Linda, 

Lancaster, Pa., 50
Bittinger, Stanley and 

Vivian, Kingsville, Tex., 69
Bloss, William and Lois, 

Green, Ohio, 68
Brenneman, Marlin and 

Ruth, York, Pa., 50
Brown, Maurice and Jane 

Phyllis, Glen Arm, Md., 67
Buffenmyer, Jay and 

Carolyn, Palmyra, Pa., 50
Colkitt, Roger and Joanne, 

Gettysburg, Pa., 60
Gingrich, Samuel and 

Mildred, Palmyra, Pa., 67
Hengst, Howard, Jr. and 

Elva, York, Pa., 70
Hook, Ronald and Linda, 

Union Bridge, Md., 55
Hoover, Richard and 

Margaret, Hollidaysburg, 
Pa., 60

Markey, Dwight and Treva, 
York, Pa., 66

Rehmeyer, Carroll and 
Doris, Shrewsbury, Pa., 70

Rhine, Robert and Barbara, 
Lebanon, Pa., 50

Snyder, Barry and Peggy, 
Everett, Pa., 50

Snyder, Keith and Elaine, 
Lititz, Pa., 50

Stouffer, Clarence and 
Darlene, Chambersburg, 
Pa., 50

Stump, Carl and Gladys, 
Roanoke, Va., 74

Sweitzer, Marlin and Linda, 
Seven Valleys, Pa., 50

Weaver, Ralph and Mary, 
Palmyra, Pa., 70

Deaths
Aby, Helen D. Hawkins, 90, 

Shippensburg, Pa., Aug. 15
Aby, Rodney E., 70, Carlisle, 

Pa., Jan. 24
Alspaugh, Jack H., 84, 

Carlisle, Pa., Jan. 21
Bashore, Dolores Ritter, 77, 

Palmyra, Pa., Dec. 31
Bashore, Ray Edward, 90, 

Lebanon, Pa., July 18
Betz, Ernestine Stuck, 77, 

Glendale, Ariz., Sept. 19
Boone, Francis (LeVere), 82, 

Carlisle, Pa., Feb. 18
Bowman, Katherine 

Houghton, 50, Hanover, 
Pa., Feb. 7

Bradley, David Roy, 70, 
Palmyra, Pa., May 2

Brechters, Anna E. Zumdahl, 
89, Mount Morris, Ill., 
Sept. 5

Coleman, Susan Hamme, 
74, Jacobus, Pa., March 14

Conrad, Bettie Lou Sease, 93, 
Williamsport, Md., Aug. 19

Crawford, Stephen Lester, 
68, Harrisonburg, Va., 
Sept. 2

Decker, Helen Marie Claar, 
95, Martinsburg, Pa., Aug. 5

Dressler, John, 90, 
Harrisburg, Pa., Aug. 17

Eash, Wilma Claire Berkey, 
90, Hollsopple, Pa., July 13

Embry, Hazel Ernestine 
Messick, 97, Midland, Va., 
Aug. 4

Fair, Ruth E., 100, Bemidji, 
Minn., Jan. 15

Frantz, J. Morgan (Jay), 94, 
Palmyra, Pa., March 13

Gibson, Thomas Elwood, 
88, Troy, Ohio, Jan. 22

Gingrich, Mildred E. Royer, 
89, Palmyra, Pa., Sept. 11

Godfrey, Anna Louise Raver, 
97, Shrewsbury, Pa., Oct. 
13, 2017

Godfrey, Beatrice M., 98, 
Dallastown, Pa., June 25

Godfrey, Stanley L., 88, 
York, Pa., March 25

Godfrey, Vera Marie  
Warner, 90, Red Lion, Pa., 
Nov. 5, 2017

Graver, Clair W., 92, 
Frederick, Pa., Jan. 22

Groff, Mahlon, Jr., 92, Seven 
Valleys, Pa., Jan. 8

Hartman, Samuel A., 93, 
Dallastown, Pa., June 16

Hay, Helen R. Eaton, 91, 
Windber, Pa., Aug. 24

Heisey, John Carper, 97, 
Palmyra, Pa., June 8

Heisey, Phares L., 98, 
Elizabethtown, Pa., Sept. 7

Knaub, Peggy Sue Markey, 
62, Red Lion, Pa., Oct. 30, 
2017

Light, Juanita Wilhite, 91, 
Lancaster, Pa., Dec. 27

Main, Dorcas Juanita Goode, 
85, Frederick, Md., July 13

Main, Robert Lee, Sr., 87, 
Frederick, Md., March 3

McCuller, James Vincent, 
Jr., 86, Union Bridge, Md., 
Sept. 14

McIntyre, Mabel G. 
Stonerook, 92, 
Martinsburg, Pa., July 18

Meyer, Matthew M., 90, 
Geneva, Ill., Aug. 27

Miller, Barbara Jean, 88, 
Bealeton, Va., July 13

Miller, Earl C., 81, 
Dallastown, Pa., Oct.  
23, 2017

Naff, Elbert Lee, Sr., 85, 
Pilot, Va., Sept. 3

Nauman, John G., Jr., 91, 
Palmyra, Pa., Nov. 13, 
2017

Nauman, Mataline E., 94, 
Palmyra, Pa., March 25

Raver, Earl Tony, 93, 
Dallastown, Pa., Oct. 24, 
2017

Rein, George L., Jr., 91, 
Palmyra, Pa., June 23

Reuter, Carl L., 80, Freeport, 
Ill., Aug. 17

Romberger, Lynn L., 81, 
York, Pa., March 21

Rotterman, Eugene, 91, 
Pleasant Hill, Ohio,  
Aug. 13

Sager, Karen S., 64, Astoria, 
Ill., June 21

Sipe, Bessie M. Waltemyer, 
89, Shrewsbury, Pa.,  
Aug. 28

Smith, Donald Earl, 95, 
Harleysville, Pa., Sept. 8

Snell, Doris Bowers, 92, 
North Manchester, Ind., 
Sept. 10

Trickett, Joyce, 75, Herndon, 
Va., July 29

Weeks, Carolyn Kinsey, 82, 
Pleasant Hill, Ohio, Aug. 28

Placements
Brumbaugh, Alan, from 

pastor, Akron, Ohio, to 
pastor, Memorial, 
Petersburg, W.Va., Sept. 1

Dykema, Roberta, from 
interim pastor to pastor, 
Whitestone, Tonasket, 
Wash., April 8

Harness, Leah, interim 
pastor, Lynchburg, Va., 
Sept. 1
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ing the Vietnam War. All this is well and 
good, for he was an outstanding states-
man and a leader in our country and I 
am included in those who honor him.

But it irritates me that our country 
focuses so strongly on praising those 
who give military service but never 
acknowledges other types of service 
rendered for our country. Within the 
Church of the Brethren, I’m thinking of 
those who volunteer in Brethren 
Volunteer Service (BVS), Brethren 
Disaster Ministries, Disaster Childcare 

Services, and mission service. 
During World War II we had many 

men who served as conscientious objec-
tors and contributed through alterna-
tive service to health, welfare, and com-
munity building projects. Many of our 
young people did not go to Vietnam but 
gave two years to work in other ways, 
including BVS. I’m specifically thinking 
of the many who worked in Nigeria as 
teachers, agriculture workers, etc., for I 
personally know of their outstanding 
efforts that contributed to the building 

and growth of the Church of the 
Brethren in Nigeria. 

We do not need to boast about our 
service for we are just doing what Jesus 
taught us to do—love our neighbor. But 
we should continue to encourage our 
youth to give service to humanity that 
will build a better world. And let us 
intentionally honor those who willingly 
maintain the Church of the Brethren 
legacy through service.

Carolyn Schrock
McPherson, Kan.

 Letters



W e enter the holiday season in November.  
 In fact, the first day of November is All Saints  
 Day. We normally pay more attention to 

Halloween—“all hallows eve”—than to the more liturgically 
significant All Hallows Day.

Who are these “saints”? The New Testament calls 
Christians saints. Paul opens several 
of his letters by speaking to “all 
those called to be saints” or simply 
“saints” (Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 
1:2; 2 Corinthians 1:1; Ephesians 1:1; 
Philippians 1:1; Colossians 1:1). A 
saint is a person called to be set 
apart, separate. And that is what all 
Christians are: a holy work of God, 
not so much because we are good, or 
better than others, because, in fact, 

we may not be better than some others. Rather, we have 
been called by God into the life of Jesus Christ and his 
beloved community.

Saints. Do you feel like a 
saint? I sure don’t most days. 
In fact, if I were to 
characterize this society in 
which we live, I would 
describe it as dedicated to the 
“de-saint-ification” of the 
world (there’s a word for 
you!).

In this commercial world, 
we are not called to be set 
apart, but to be readily involved 
as consumers. Eat this, buy that, 
go here or there, experience 
this or that. Be all that you can 
be. Just do it. Just buy it.

All Saints Day follows Halloween where we have gorged 
on zombies, horror shows, and candy. Actually, the zombie 
theme is apropos to All Saints Day since worship on All 
Saints Day is especially alert to departed saints—those who 
have died and are now in paradise. Pity the poor zombies 
who are dead but still roaming the earth in a pointless 
effort to find and destroy those who remain alive. But what 
are the still-living in these stories reduced to? Hiding and 
relentless violence against predatory zombies.

Yikes! What a metaphorical description of our world.
The kingdom of saints called forth by Jesus Christ is to 

live differently. We have hope that’s based on more than 
our own power or desperate quest for more of this or that. 
We are taught by Jesus to be saints and to see others, even 
those who are zombie-like, as potential saints, or at least as 
souls. Whether or not it’s All Saints Day, the message of 
that day is always good.

David R. Miller is pastor of Montezuma Church of the Brethren in Dayton, Va.

Saints and zombies

david R. MilleR
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the kingdOM Of sAints cAlled fOrth by Jesus christ is tO liVe 

differently. We hAVe hOPe thAt’s bAsed On MOre thAn Our OWn 

POWer Or desPerAte quest fOr MOre Of this Or thAt. 

 Potluck



Give thanks 
to the LORD, 

call on his name; 
make known his 

deeds among 
the nations;

proclaim that his 
name is exalted.

- Isaiah 12:4

On Giving Tuesday 
(11/27), join us in

celebrating the great 
things God has 

done through the 
ministries of the 

Church of the Brethren.

www.brethren.org/ 
givingtuesday

Office of Mission Advancement
Your gifts do great things!

Photos by Glenn Riegel and John Brayn Ayala

Giving-Tuesday-ad-2018.indd   1 9/18/2018   12:28:05 PM



BDM Rebuild Program: 

The work of repairing and rebuilding
homes after a disaster can last for
years. Long after emergency rescues
are made, shelters are closed, and the
media has left, Brethren Disaster
Ministries continues to support the
most vulnerable disaster survivors.
Called by faith to serve others, BDM
volunteers give of their time, week
after week, bringing hope to families
with limited resources and working
to get them back home.

Mrs Dianna: Displaced after Hurricane Matthew in October 2016, welcomed home in March 2018

families home

Support Brethren Disaster Ministries. 
Give to the Emergency Disaster Fund. 

Servingto welcome

Photos clockwise staring at top: courtesy BDM, Suzanne Schaudel,
courtesy Hollins Road COB, Jane Ford, courtesy Countryside Church, 
Ed Hendrickson  

1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120
For more information: 

800-451-4407    www.brethren.org/bdm
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