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From the Publisher

T

his is a time when many are recalling World War II, marking
one anniversary after another and mining history for meaning. In the
midst of the many stories reflecting on the war, there’s one that seems different.
Marvin Strombo was a US Marine in 1944 fighting behind enemy lines. When
he encountered a dead Japanese soldier, he noticed something white sticking out
of the young man’s jacket. It was a folded Japanese flag
covered with hand-written names. Strombo took it, and for
more than 70 years had the flag hanging in his gun cabinet.
He had wanted to return it to the dead soldier’s family,
but it wasn’t until recently that he found a way. He learned
about an organization in Oregon whose sole purpose is to
help return these flags to families in Japan. The flags were
common good luck gifts that family and community members signed when sending a young man off to war.
It took only a few weeks for the Obon Society to use the
names on the flag to track down the village and the family,
Wendy McFadden
and the name of the dead soldier: Yasue Sadao.
Publisher
This past August, at age 93, Strombo became the first
soldier to return a flag in person through the Obon Society. He traveled to a small
town 200 miles from Tokyo to present the flag to Yasue’s brother and sisters. Until
this moment, the family had never known where or how their brother had died.
According to the Associated Press, for Strombo the trip was “a journey of forgiveness and closure as he finishes the final chapter of his life.”
Remarkably, a man whose job was to kill Japanese troops cared to make a powerful connection with the family of a man whose job was to kill American troops.
Generations later, this story is the very antithesis of war.
We are no longer engaged in a world war, but ours is now a world unceasingly
at war. In fact, today our country is at war with itself, more inclined to do battle
than to feed and care for each other. We are a country afraid of each other.
Who is our enemy? Perhaps we can learn from someone who has thought about
this for many years.
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InTouch

Blessed by a
Little Free Library
The members of Living Peace Church of the
Brethren in Plymouth, Mich., worship in a house
church each week. Wanting to reach out to the community,
the church chose to put a Little Free Library on the front
lawn. Little Free Libraries are springing up all over the
country and the world, furnished with books that can be
taken by the community, and a different one left in its
place—or the book can just be
kept. The motto of a Little
Free Library is “Take a book,
leave a book.”
When the church started
gathering books, members
centered on peace building
and conflict resolution
themes. Building and installing the library was truly a
whole congregation project.
A skilled carpenter in the
congregation made two

library boxes, one for adults and one for children. Then one
Sunday after enjoying a potluck dinner, the congregation
painted and stained the boxes. Some members worked at
putting stickers in the books identifying them as Little Free
Library Books. On June 25, the boxes were unveiled and
pastor Randy Short led in their dedication.
From that day, there has been activity at the Little Free
Library on an almost daily basis, based on the books that
disappear and the different books left in their place. The
entire project has been a blessing for the church, as much as
the church intended it to be a blessing to the community.
—Gary and Becky Copenhaver

Camp Emmaus installs new mural

T

his summer the Junior
High Camp at Camp
Emmaus helped create an
eight-foot square mural to beautify the
cinder block filter house for the camp
pool. The camp is located near Mount
Morris, Ill. Nora Balayti of Nora Kate
Paints, who had been a camper and
counselor some 15 years previously,
returned to the camp to design the
mural and work with the junior high
campers on its painting and installation.
It was more than painting by the
numbers, as she taught brush techniques
to provide texture, and guided campers
through the process of choosing colors.
The campers worked on the mural during workshop time, craft time, and free
time to get it done and mounted by the
end of the week.
As with any piece of art, different

people will see different things in the
new mural. Balayti described some of
the symbols that she was intentional in
including. At the center is the cross, a

symbol of Christ’s love—which also is
at the center of the ministries of
Camp Emmaus. At the top is a large
gate, like the one that welcomes
campers. The mural pictures the lake,
often a place of worship where campers feel close to God. The meadow
where recreational activities take
place is included along with the main
lodge and the camp bell. Look closely
to find a peace pole representing the
ideals of Camp Emmaus. The colorful
flowers in the mural are not just there
for their beauty; they represent spiritual seeds that are planted as campers
grow into beautiful creations of God.
The mural takes on the look and feel
of a stained glass window, but in a dreamlike style—because even after leaving
camp each summer, you may dream
about this special place.—Ralph Miner
Messenger October 2017 3
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Lincolnshire raises
funds for victims
of trafficking
Aaron Brown, national director
of Operations at Destiny Rescue,
spoke Aug. 8 at Lincolnshire Church of
the Brethren in Fort Wayne, Ind. The
church raised $581 for the cause, learning
about the organization’s mission to save
young children, mainly girls, from sex
trafficking in (mostly) Asian countries.
Having served as an undercover agent,
Brown was able to provide detailed
accounts of successful saves and those
that were not successful. He shared that
it is a long process to save a single individual who has been trafficked. One must
establish a trusted rapport, then the girl
must be voluntarily removed. Cultural
norms and abject poverty cause the cycle
of trafficking and modern-day slavery to

Total eclipse!
Around 40 Brethren and friends, most from Kansas, gathered at Holmesville (Neb.) Church of the Brethren to watch the total
solar eclipse on Aug. 21. Visitors from McPherson, Wichita, and Great
Bend, and even a couple from Pennsylvania, celebrated God’s natural
wonder and enjoyed fellowship and a meal. They played frisbee, visited
with each other, and stole peeks at the sun through special eclipse glasses. The moment full totality was reached was awesome!—Mary Beth Tuttle

exist. Breaking these cycles is harder than
most imagine. Still, there are numerous
success stories. “Since 2011, we have rescued over 1,400 children from the sex
trade, and that number continues to
climb with each passing day,” Brown said.
The $581 that the church raised

employs one girl for 48 days, or 48 girls
for one day. Each day out of the cycle of
slavery is a day of life for these young
girls, and in some cases, boys. However,
there are many other ways to support
anti-trafficking efforts (www.destinyrescue.org). —Cheryl Thomas

West Shore Fellowship celebrates 25 years

William Waugh

T

he weekend of July 22-23 was the occasion for the celebration of West Shore
Fellowship’s 25th anniversary. In 1992, Southern
Pennsylvania District planted a new congregation in the
West Shore area of greater Harrisburg, Pa. A telephone
campaign was used to contact over 30,000 homes with
invitations to the new start-up church.
The evening of the 22nd featured a potluck picnic
attended by more than 50 people, and much sharing of
memories and reconnecting with old friends. The picnic
was followed by a concert presented by Anita Stapleton
Anderson and Brent Stapleton, to a full house.
Sunday morning worship was led by district executive
William Waugh, founding pastor Bob Vroon, former pastor
Frank Leaman, retired district executive Georgia Markey,
and Traci Rabenstein, representing the denomination.
Memories were shared by the previous pastors and three
charter members, and a moving open mike time brought
many smiles. Pastor Ed Robbins brought a short medita-

Three West Shore charter members at the 25th anniversary celebration: (from left) Barbara Johnson, Linda Darling, and Roy Burkholder.

tion. At the meal after worship, a video of photos from the
past was shared as well as albums and memorabilia. The
offering of $1,422 will be shared between a missionary supported by the Women’s Fellowship, and Children’s Aid
Society.—Ed Robbins

Do you have district or congregational stories that might be of interest to Messenger? Short items with a photo are
best. Send them to Messenger, c/o In Touch, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or messenger@brethren.org.
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The Exchange
“Then he poured water into a basin
and began to wash the disciples’
feet and to wipe them with the
towel that was tied around him”
— John 13:5

Communion

W

Focus on the love

orld Communion
Sunday is observed on
the first Sunday of every
October. Many Christian denominations—from mainline Protestants to
evangelicals and more—participate in
this special, worldwide observance.
In the Church of the Brethren, it
has been a practice to hold love feast

on the first Sunday of October, but in
recent years some congregations
choose to offer bread and cup
communion instead.
“Strips of unleavened bread, and,
since the late 19th century, unfermented
grape juice are used in most Brethren
congregations,” according to the
Brethren Encyclopedia. “In many

congregations, small, individual cups
have replaced the common communion
cup for hygienic reasons. A 1958 action
of the Church of the Brethren Annual
Conference opened the way for
congregations . . . to observe
communion apart from the feetwashing
and the Lord’s Supper of the traditional
threefold Brethren love feast.”

The youth member of the Annual Conference volunteer news team—Allie Dulabaum—spent some of her time in
Grand Rapids doing mini interviews of Conferencegoers, asking questions important to Brethren. In one series of
interviews, she asked, “Why do you think love feast is so important?” Here are some answers:

“Love feast is important to me because it shows the
relationships we have with each other. It’s a chance for
us to get to know each other better, and it’s following
the example of our Lord and savior.”
—Ted Noffsinger

“It’s the sense of community and sharing
together as a faith family, our love and our
common connection to Jesus Christ.”
—Donna Rhodes

 Love feast is important because it’s an opportunity to
“
share in community. I’m particularly drawn to
feetwashing, which I know a lot of people think is really
weird and sometimes a little gross, but to me it just
symbolizes an opportunity to serve one another and
also to live out the call that Jesus gave us to be in
community with one another.” —Monica Rice
Messenger October 2017 5

T he Reformation

and the Brethren

l

by Joshua Brockway

t’s rare that an event has such an impact
that almost everyone recognizes its importance and
remembers the date. Such moments can change the
trajectory of history. In some cases, these events are so
monumental that they come to mark the end of one age and
the beginning of another.
Oct. 31, 1517, is one such date. That was when an
Augustinian monk and theologian named Martin Luther post-

ed his 95 Theses. With these short statements, Luther invited
others into a theological debate over the sale of indulgences.
That debate never took place, but the document soon circulated all the way to the Vatican. Though Luther did not set
out to form a new church, the direction of his life and work
would lead to his excommunication, years of hiding in the
castles of princes, and decades of war across Europe.
Much of what Luther argued in his 95 Theses, and later

Kendra Harbeck
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Much of what Luther argued in his 95
Theses, and later developed in more
extensive theological texts, is familiar
to us today as Brethren.
Doors of Castle Church engraved with the 95 Theses

believers, he maintained a significant role for clergy within
the church. This, coupled with the teaching role of clergy,
meant that clergy and theologians still held a significant
position in determining right belief. Anabaptists, and later
the Brethren, took another, more radical, posture and said
that the royal priesthood extended to all believers, who were
to gather around the Scriptures and interpret them together.
More importantly for us today, the wake of violence in

Kendra Harbeck

Kendra Harbeck

developed in more extensive theological texts, is familiar to
us today as Brethren—salvation by grace alone, the centrality of the Scriptures above church tradition, and the priesthood of all believers.
However, for Brethren and many others within the radical wings of the Reformation, Luther did not extend these
ideas to their fullest conclusions. For instance, though
Luther articulated the importance of the priesthood of all

Castle Church in Wittenberg

Bust of Martin Luther at his birthplace

A higher authority

For Brethren, religious liberty emerges from the conviction that there is a higher authority than the state. “We must obey
God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). “. . . Transcendent power belongs to God and not to us” (2 Cor. 4:7). That higher authority
is God who must be obeyed when there is a contradiction between what the state demands and what the believer understands as the teaching of Jesus Christ and the leading of the Holy Spirit. The role of the state being properly understood,
religious freedom is not granted by the state but is recognized (or not recognized) by the state. Our freedom comes as the gift
of God. “For freedom Christ has set us free: stand fast therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery” (Gal. 5:1).
—“No Force in Religion,” 1989 Annual Conference statement
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Our witness for peace, especially as it relates to baptism,
scripture, and noncreedalism, was birthed among a people who
witnessed the devastation of religious violence.
the decades after the dawn of the Reformation had a deep
impact on the people who called themselves the Neue
Taufer, or New Baptists. Luther not only started the great
project of reform, but his movement also resulted in the
partitioning of Europe by religious confession. Princes and
magistrates unhappy with the economic and political role
of the Catholic church quickly came to aid reform-minded
theologians, protecting them with the military force of their
wealth and power.
Decades of religiously and politically defined wars swept
over Europe, as these leaders asserted their own sovereignty against other kingdoms and other churches. Eventually,
peace came with the agreement at Westphalia that allowed
territorial rulers to name the religious practice of their
kingdoms. Creeds soon functioned as the measure of religious belief within these territories.
The Brethren, following the earlier Anabaptists, rejected
this linking of political power and religious authority. Yet,
unlike their Anabaptist predecessors, the Brethren asserted

How to understand the

New Testament

While the early Brethren might not have invoked the
phrase, the New Testament as our rule of faith and practice, it is clear that they affirmed it in principle. The writings of Alexander Mack Sr. convey not only a concern,
but a tone of urgency, that Christ’s followers thoroughly
adhere to the New Testament. More than a matter of
belief, Mack wrote that if you have learned the teaching
as it is outwardly commanded in the Testament, you will
remain steadfast in it, and resolve to sacrifice your life,
your property, family, yes, all that you have in the whole
world rather than waver from his teaching. Other early
sources cautioned Brethren against adding to, or subtracting from, the teachings of the New Testament.
Proper understanding of scripture, they believed, could
occur only in conversation with other believers under the
collective guidance of the Holy Spirit.
—“The New Testament as Our Rule of Faith and Practice,” 1998 Annual
Conference statement
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The oak tree planted in the place Luther burned the papal bull

two new, even more radical, beliefs—no creed but the New
Testament and no force in religion. While these two concepts were shaped by the Thirty Years War and the Peace of
Westphalia, they were also consistent with that very radical
idea of the Anabaptists, that believers were to be baptized
upon the conscious confession of faith. In other words, people were not Christian by birth or by being residents of a
particular kingdom, but by actively choosing a life of discipleship.
Today, on the 500th anniversary of the Reformation,
Brethren are in a unique place. On the one hand, our very
movement was possible thanks in large part to Luther’s
bold attempts to reform the church. Our core beliefs as a
church have their roots in Luther’s thought, either by drawing these ideas to their radical conclusion or in our rejection of them.
On the other hand, our own theological tradition
emerged from the ruins of religious conflict. Our witness
for peace, especially as it relates to baptism, scripture, and
noncreedalism, was birthed among a people who witnessed
the devastation of religious violence.
In this light, our posture during this momentous anniversary is one of remembrance, not celebration. We recall
both the good and the bad of the age of Reformation.
Perhaps appropriately, this approach is consistent with
Luther’s own reminder that we are simultaneously sinner
and saint.
Joshua Brockway is co-coordinator of Congregational Life Ministries and director of
spiritual life and discipleship for the Church of the Brethren.

Katharina and Martin

M

artin Luther is often a polarizing
figure in church history. Love him or hate
him, he is someone most Christians have heard
of at least once or twice. However, his wife, Katharina von
Bora, a former nun, remains mostly unfamiliar. Michelle
DeRusha’s recent biography of the couple, Katharina and
Martin Luther: The Radical Marriage of a Runaway Nun
and a Renegade Monk, creates a corrective narrative that
intertwines their two life stories. The story allows us to
“see” Katharina in a whole new way
and in the process presents a more
personal side to Martin.
As we approach the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the
Reformation, there are a flood of new
books on the market about the
Reformation, from scholarly treatments to popular accounts. DeRusha’s
Denise D.
biography falls somewhere between
Kettering-Lane
these extremes. She draws on scholarly research and primary texts, but in a way that makes the
book accessible to even those who are unfamiliar with
Luther and early modern culture. While there are few
sources written by Katharina herself—eight extant letters—
DeRusha draws heavily on broader knowledge of women’s
lives in the early modern period to fill in the gaps.
The book divides roughly into two parts. The first half
covers the time before the two were married, and the second half describes their life together. The author crafts a
compelling narrative that highlights the similarities in their
backgrounds, most significantly their experiences in
monastic houses. Yet, she is also quick to highlight the issue
of choice. Katharina was placed in the monastery by her
family at a young age because they could not provide her
with an adequate dowry for marriage. Martin, on the other
hand, while caught in a thunderstorm as a young adult,
made a vow to St. Anne that he would become a monk if he
was spared from the storm. Katharina was a noblewoman;
Martin was not from the nobility. She had to escape from
the monastery hiding in a wagon under the cover of darkness; he left the monastic life behind as part of his reforms.

Kendra Harbeck

MediaReview

DeRusha carefully traces how
Katharina and Martin came into
contact and actually did not marry
because of romantic love, but rather out of a sense of duty on his
part (to God and to his reforming
ideas) and desperation on hers.
Katharina found herself free of the
monastery, but her lack of dowry
and her former status as a nun left
her in a very vulnerable position.
Martin, for his part, did not really
feel a deep desire to marry,
although clerical marriage was
one of his reforming proposals. So
here the two were, known to one
another, but not even friends.
When Martin’s matchmaking attempts for Katharina fell
through, she proposed that perhaps Martin himself should
marry her. While Martin was initially opposed to the idea
and her presumptuous suggestion, he eventually ceded the
matter and the two married.
While they did not marry for love, it is clear that genuine
affection and care developed over the course of their life together. The book’s account of the couple’s married life includes their
financial challenges and Katharina’s often tenuous place as a
former nun and woman in early modern society. In particular,
DeRusha draws attention to their care for their six children, and
the heartbreaking deaths of two of their daughters.
While DeRusha clearly has a great deal of respect for
Katharina and Martin, that doesn’t prevent her from letting
us see the human side of their personalities—she describes
Katharina as stubborn at times and quotes some of Martin’s
more outlandish statements about his wife—or of their marriage, such as the fact that he didn’t even bother to clean
house before he brought her home on their wedding night.
Reading the book is a great way to celebrate the
Reformation and remember the lives of
two key figures from the era.
Denise D. Kettering-Lane is associate professor of
Brethren Studies at Bethany Theological Seminary.

About the book
Title: Katharina and Martin Luther: The Radical Marriage of a Runaway Nun and a Renegade Monk.
Author: Michelle DeRusha. Publisher: Baker Publishing Group. Publication date: January 2017.
Available from Brethren Press.
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25 years of NOAC
story and photos by Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford

t was our 14th conference, it was our
25th year,” said Debbie Eisenbise, director of
Intergenerational Ministries and staff coordinator for
Inspiration 2017: National Older Adult Conference.
Like all NOACs, this year’s was held at Lake Junaluska
Conference and Retreat Center, a facility formerly run by and
still related to the United Methodist Church. Known fondly as
“Lake J,” it is set around a beautiful lake in western North
Carolina, in the foothills of the Smoky Mountains.
With a registration of 855 people including participants,
staff, volunteers, and guest speakers, the conference is still
going strong, a quarter century after its inception.
Despite the fraught cultural and political environment,
Inspiration 2017 was marked by the warmth and humor that
have become NOAC hallmarks. The antics of NOAC News, the
ice cream socials, each afternoon’s wide choice of recreation
and sports options among crafts, educational workshops, and
bus tours—all contributed to an event that, after 25 years, still
doesn’t take itself too seriously.
NOAC speakers don’t “talk down” to aging participants, and
the conference is designed with a respect for aging that may be
found wanting elsewhere. The many repeat participants come
anticipating NOAC’s wacky sense of humor, but also expect cutting-edge speakers, top-notch worship, and direct—sometimes
no-holds-barred—discussion of current issues.
The name Inspiration 2017 was chosen because of comments received in the evaluations of the 2015 event. “They
came for inspiration,” Eisenbise said.
She describes NOAC as “a multi-faceted conference” and
an event where people can not only reconnect with friends
and have an enjoyable time together, but also take time for
10 Messenger October 2017

education, exploration, and faith-filled worship. “And it is a
time for service,” she said. “It enables people to receive as well
as to give. It reminds people of the legacy that they are building and leaving to the next generation.”
The timing of NOAC is key to its success, Eisenbise said. It
is held at just the right time of year, the week of Labor Day,
after school starts again and grandparents are “freed up” from
family commitments to take time for themselves.
Others have not been able to replicate this success, she
added. Other churches trying to hold older adult gatherings
“are amazed at the consistency in our numbers.” She cited the
example of a large Protestant denomination that also holds
older adult conferences at Lake J, but with an attendance of
fewer than 200, and declining.
Another key to success is that those who attend have an
“incredible investment and input” into the speaker line-up and
program, Eisenbise said, mentioning the large number of evaluations received after each NOAC. More than 450 hand-written
evaluations were received from the 900 participants in 2015, for
example. Older adults are “listened to” at NOAC, Eisenbise said.

How NOAC got its start
The conference was started by the former Association of
Brethren Caregivers in 1992, but “the seeds for NOAC were
sown in the decade of the 1980s,” said Jay Gibble, former ABC
executive. “The first seeds were sown when the Brethren
Health and Welfare Association (BHWA) linked up with
newly employed General Board health and welfare staff to
coordinate caring ministries within the denomination.”
Although an older adult conference was not on the agenda
of BHWA, the idea kept surfacing. “Wow, what did I get

myself into?” was Gibble’s feeling when the task of making the idea
into reality fell to him. He soon had helpers: Hubert and Alice
Newcomer, the first volunteer coordinators, and a planning committee that included Evelyn and Paul Bowman, Ann and Jim Garber,
Becky and David Waas, Dee Keller, and Lona Norris. “That was an
amazing group of resourceful persons,” Gibble remembered.
Guiding principles developed by that first team have lived on, he
noted, including the emphasis on combining “a variety of program
and group options balancing inspiration, education, entertainment,
recreation, relaxation, and socializing.”
Planners thought they might offer the conference every four years,
as is done with National Youth Conference. However, participants at
the first NOAC had a different opinion and shared it strongly. “Many
of us will not be around four years from now,” was the word Gibble
heard repeatedly. In evaluations after the first NOAC, “the vote was
overwhelming” to hold the conference every two years.
For some time, NOAC was organized by ABC. The conference then
survived a new denominational configuration when ABC and the former General Board merged into the Mission and Ministry Board. At
that time, ABC’s caring ministries were merged into the denomination’s Congregational Life Ministries.
“The ‘seeds scattered and sown’ in the 1980s, germinated to ‘wheat
gathered and grown’ in the 1990s, and has been celebrated as ‘bread
broken and shared’ by NOAC attendees for the past 25 years,” Gibble
concluded.

‘Everybody had a piece in it’
“Everybody has had a piece” in NOAC, which has helped make it a
“one of a kind event,” said Kathy Reid, also a former ABC executive
who was one of the church leaders shepherding the merger of ABC
and the General Board. Following the merger, she served as associate
general secretary for the denomination.
Reid mentioned, in particular, the way the Fellowship of Brethren
Homes has been involved in NOAC, but many other Church of the
Brethren groups also have sponsored and supported the conference
including Bethany Seminary, Brethren Benefit Trust, On Earth Peace,
the church-related colleges and universities, Brethren Press, and more.
NOAC represents “the generation that shaped and formed me,”
Reid said. “This was the place I met all my former pastors” and other
mentors such as teachers and youth leaders. “It’s the last vestige of
the church in what we could call its golden years as an institution.”
Reid still has trouble fully identifying the reasons for NOAC’s staying power. To say it is just an older adult conference sells it short, in
her opinion. The people who attend “are cutting-edge type people.
They don’t want every workshop to be about aging. They pay attention to politics and world events. NOAC is very thoughtful.”
What is NOAC’s importance to the church? “For the people who
come to NOAC, this is church,” Reid said. The conference “keeps a
segment of people connected to the church, who might not feel that
way necessarily.”
NOAC’s success for 25 years may signal that it will be able to continue into the future—and she hopes it does. “It is so unique and a
special thing,” Reid said. “It validates a really important population of
the church.”

“Generation to generation
we’re called to welcome
Jesus, even as Jesus welcomes us, every moment
of our lives.”
—Rodger Nishioka
“The office of servant of
God is a major office. . . .
This is about service as we
might think of giving one’s
whole being to the office.”
—Steve Reid
“God designed the church at
its best when old and young
serve alongside each other. . . .
God is every bit as interested
in the old as he is in the
young.” —Missy Buchanan
“Our job is to help this
country navigate this . . .
demographic change that so
many white folks are afraid
of. . . . You can do this. It’s
part of your vocation as
Christians.” —Jim Wallis
“How needed courage is in
our world today. . . . Our children and our grandchildren—they need us to be
brave, to pass on the gift of
what it means to be
Brethren in the world at this
exact time.” —Susan Boyer
“One [seagoing] cowboy led
to another and another and
another. Their stories were so
compelling . . . and I was
hooked. I hadn’t meant to
become a historian and an
expert. . . . All I wanted to do
was write my novel. But
when I saw those stories were hiding away . . .
my mission changed.” —Peggy Reiff Miller
“Go now into the scared
places of this weary world.
But don’t go by yourself. Go
with the whole community
of God, joyful generations
making all places sacred.”
—Wendy McFadden
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Axel and his
mother reunite
after 17 years,
during his return
to Guatemala.

Getting
in line
An undocumented
person’s search for
US residency

M

by Irvin Heishman

any people who are
undocumented have no legal
pathway to residency, so it was great
news when some Mexican friends of ours discovered a
pathway open to them. They immediately contacted an
attorney, who had to dash their hopes. They did indeed
qualify to begin the residency process, but it would
be 22 years before their case could be considered. US
immigration policy requires undocumented people to get in
line—in some cases a very long line.
Another friend, Axel, was fortunate to qualify for a
shorter line, albeit one fraught with heavy expense and
high-stakes risk. His story began in a home of twigs carefully woven like a basket around poles planted in the
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Guatemalan earth. As a child, playing on the dirt floor of
his home, he was unaware of the ominous forces that
would curtail his options and limit his opportunities. He
may have feared the forces that caused the nearby volcano to rumble on occasion, but another source would
prove far more disruptive. Powerful players like the
US-owned United Fruit Company conspired with the
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) to overthrow a popular, democratically elected, Guatemalan government.
This CIA intervention was disastrous for the people of
Guatemala. Following the coup, a series of repressive governments secured power by means of genocide against
indigenous peoples and the infamous “disappearances” of
suspected political dissidents. A few years into this repres-

For weeks, they agonized over whether or not to go forward.
. . . If Axel went for the interview in Guatemala, he would not
be home for the birth of his child. Worse, his return home
could end up being delayed or denied altogether.

sion a civil war broke out that endured for 36 years and
was still raging when Axel was learning to walk and talk.
To escape the insecurity that lingered in the aftermath
of this war, Axel migrated to the United States. Ironically,
even though the US played a major role in creating the
problems that caused him to migrate, he was the one
labeled as “illegal.” For 17 years living in the US, he hid in
the shadows, undocumented and without status. Despite
the difficulties of navigating life without documents, Axel
was able to earn enough money to help his parents—who
were still back in Guatemala—build a new cinder block
home with a real concrete floor.
Axel, his American wife Lisa, her two children, and
their child found a warm welcome at West Charleston
Church of the Brethren. At our church, he encountered a
positive spiritual force that would have great impact on his
life. The church has opened its doors to Mexican,
Guatemalan, and Honduran immigrants and asylum seekers, and offers a bilingual worship experience.
Axel’s faith in Christ has grown as he has experienced
the welcoming love of the church. With the support of his
family and the church, he decided to begin the difficult and
expensive trek through a mountain of obstacles to seek
legal residency.
He and his wife were growing increasingly fearful of the
risk of being separated by deportation. They lived with the
constant stress of knowing that any little mistake, such as a
minor traffic violation or even working—since undocumented persons are not permitted to work—could result in
exposure and deportation proceedings. With some church
assistance, $6,000 in attorney’s fees and legal costs were
paid to finance the years of legal process involved in building a case for legal residency for Axel.
When these preparations were completed, his attorney
felt Axel was ready to take the required step of moving to
“the back of the line.” This would involve returning to his
home country for a residency interview. This was a frightening requirement because there is no guarantee that those
who take this step will be allowed to return to their homes
in the United States.
The US Embassy in Guatemala City set the interview

Irv Heishman meets Axel’s family in Guatemala.

date for the worst of possible times, near the due date
for the birth of Axel and Lisa’s second child. For weeks,
they agonized over whether or not to go forward with
the interview. If Axel went for the interview in
Guatemala, he would not be home for the birth of his

Annual Conference statements
related to immigration
Criminal Justice Reform
www.brethren.org/ac/statements/1975criminaljusticereform.html
Undocumented Persons and Refugees in the United States
www.brethren.org/ac/statements/1982refugees.html
Providing Sanctuary for Latin American and Haitian Refugees
www.brethren.org/ac/statements/1983-latin-haitian-refugees.html
Community: A Tribe of Many Feathers
www.brethren.org/ac/statements/1994communitytribemanyfeathers.html
Separate No More
www.brethren.org/ACstatements/2007-separate-no-more.html
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child. Worse, his return home could end up being
delayed or denied altogether.
They decided to go forward, asking their co-pastors to
accompany them, while the church prayed. I would go to
Guatemala with Axel, and my wife would go to the hospital
with Lisa for the birth of their child.
Axel stepped onto the plane with a one-way ticket, holding onto the little metal cross his wife had given him. He
was taking an all-or-nothing risk, and for this reason he
hadn’t slept well for months. He had with him the twoinch-thick stack of legal documents prepared and organized in an expandable folder. He hoped he would return
home soon, as a US resident. He feared never being
allowed to return to see his newborn son and family.
After 17 years away, he was greeted at the Guatemala
City airport by family in an emotional reunion. His mother,

brothers and sisters, nephews and nieces, and cousins were
all there with tears and laughter for hugs and pictures. One
of the many costs of living without documents is not being
able to leave the country to visit family. For this reason,
Axel had never seen two of his brothers and a sister born
after he left Guatemala.
Life conditions in Guatemala are harsher than Axel
remembered. His sister and her family, with whom he
would stay for his visit, wash their clothes by hand. Their
roof leaks when it rains. There is no sink in the kitchen and
the toilet has to be flushed with a bucket of water. Axel
helped them dismantle an old worn-out box springs to salvage firewood for cooking a pot of salsa.
Axel’s first appointment in Guatemala City was with a
US government-approved medical clinic. He was suffering
severe stress-induced headaches and an unsettled stomach,

But isn’t it illegal?
by Jan Fischer Bachman

H

ave you ever driven
faster than the speed
limit? How long ago did
you speed? If you are a law-abiding
person who never speeds, would you
consider it if someone lay dying in your
back seat and you had to get them to
a hospital? If it was a matter of life or
death, would you still drive 55?
Have you ever crossed a street in
the middle rather than at a crosswalk?
If you would never dream of jaywalking, what if a small child wandered
into traffic? Would you run onto the
road to prevent a tragedy?
These are civil, but not necessarily
moral, laws. Driving 35 miles an hour
in a 25-mile-per-hour zone is not in
itself evil; it is forbidden by law, but is
not a wicked act. We recognize that in
acknowledging that, if we needed to
save a life, most of us would break such
a rule without thinking twice.
Some of us have the same opinion
about moral laws. The Bible clearly
states that it is wrong to kill. However,
some feel that it is justified to kill when
taking part in a nation’s armed forces,
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or if an intruder threatens our families.
A Church of the Brethren member
wrote the following in response to an
e-mail about gun control: “I will still
carry a weapon to church. Should a
crazed gunman come in and threaten
our congregation, I will have options.
Should I pray? Should I shoot?
We’ll see.”
Many Brethren may feel that civil
laws, and even moral laws, may be broken when under threat—or, as in the
case of speeding, just because we don’t
think that rule is very important.
Think of this when considering
immigration laws. “I am in favor of
people coming here legally” is a common refrain among US citizens. What
if a person or their family faced death
threats in their country of origin, and
fled to the US for that reason? Would
that justify breaking the law?
As an American citizen who is
Brethren, and part of the Hispanic community in southern California, Nohemi
Flores has heard many such stories
from new arrivals. “They are escaping
death,” she said. “Because of something

that the government did, they were persecuted in their own countries. If they
return, they will be killed.”
If your family was in danger, would
you cross the border to Canada, if that
offered the hope of safety? Or would
you begin an official process to seek
legal immigrant status, a process that
may take two decades, or never happen at all?
“The first thing I remind people is,
‘How did you arrive?’” said Cesia
Salcedo, a member of the Renacer
Church of the Brethren Hispanic community in Virginia. “The problems that
they [the first Brethren who immigrated from Germany] had with the English
are the same problems that immigrants
have that arrive to this country. They
fight for their rights to land, they fight
for food, for everything. Why did they
leave? To have a better life.
“Why do Hispanics leave their land?
To have a better life. Many times, they
die in the river, many times they die in
the desert. If God gives the opportunity to arrive here, it’s because they
arrive to do good.”

Axel’s story has been eye-opening for the members of the
West Charleston Church. . . . one thing is certain: spiritually
life-transforming experiences and profoundly meaningful
relationships in Christ are being formed.

but the clinic would not treat these symptoms of the residency process. It would instead assess whether or not his
physical health met US residency standards. He was given
required vaccinations. Lab tests and x-rays were ordered.
His blood pressure was taken and, alarmingly, it was not
within approved limits for US residency! Yes, a person
must have have normal blood pressure to quality for US
residency. We spent an afternoon trying to help him relax
enough to get a normal blood pressure reading. By late
afternoon he got through this first crisis by passing a second blood pressure screening. His “clean bill of health”
medical results were sealed for delivery to the US embassy.
Heavily congested traffic in Guatemala City makes travel across town tedious and time consuming. On the day of
Axel’s interview, we got at up 3:30 a.m. to get to the embassy in time for the all-important 7:30 a.m. interview. Axel
checked, double-checked, and triple-checked his documents as he anxiously waited to enter the embassy alone.
Pastors and other supporters are not allowed to accompany
those being interviewed.
Upon entering through tight security, Axel was interviewed in a prison-like arrangement, standing before one

of a series of glass windows. He had to try to tune out the
interviews taking place to his left and right as he tried to
hear his interviewer through the poor-quality speaker. He
began telling his story, but the interviewer stopped him
and told him point-blank that he didn’t care.
The harsh attitude of the person conducting the interview soon had him so shaken that his hands were trembling.
This made it hard to locate needed documents, further
increasing the impatience of his interviewer. More troubling,
he was told his Guatemalan passport—which was due to
expire in four months—was unacceptable. The US government requires a passport good for at least six months.
His case was declared pending until a new Guatemalan
passport and other documents could be produced. Axel left
the embassy with a heavy heart and expressed in tears his
profound grief and fear.
Thus began several frantic and futile days of trying to
get his passport quickly renewed. To renew the
Guatemalan passport, Axel learned he first had to have a
valid Guatemalan government-issued identification card
(DPI). Worse, he learned that it usually takes a month or
more of background checks and data verification before a
DPI card can be issued. All the needed paperwork and
applications were completed. Days grew into weeks of
delays. I had to return home, leaving Axel behind to face an
uncertain outcome.
Members of the West Charleston church continued to
pray and provide financial support, knowing that the costs
and stakes involved in this process were enormous. On top
of the initial $6,000 investment in attorney’s fees and legal
costs, it was estimated that the trip to Guatemala and related requirements were adding up to nearly $5,000 of additional expense. The longer Axel’s return was delayed, the
higher the cost would be. The additional costs included the
airline tickets, paying for required medical tests, US embassy interview fees, DPI and passport renewal fees, ground
transportation, international phone communications, food,
and—significantly—the hidden cost of lost employment
income for the duration of the process.
Axel was fortunate to have a sister living in Guatemala
City; otherwise he also would have had hotel and restauAxel’s sister makes salsa at her home
in Guatemala City.
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Axel is welcomed back to the US
by his wife, LIsa, and new baby.

rant costs. If for some reason the process would be delayed
for months, as happens in many cases, costs like lost work
time begin to escalate. In addition, there are other things
that take a toll beyond the monetary valueseparating a
family and subjecting them to such anxiety and uncertainty. Of course, the suffering may be worth it in such a highstakes gamble if residency is gained in the end.
The anxiety suffered by Axel’s family during these setbacks pushed them near the breaking point. In the midst of
it all, baby Noah Axel was born. Far away in Guatemala
City, Axel heard the first cries of his child by phone.
A long month passed, but finally and fortunately all the
residency requirements were met and Axel received a visa
for his return home. A green card would soon follow.

Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses . . .

Wait, not them!
by Brian Bachman

T

he famous words of
Emma Lazarus’ poem,
“The New Colossus,” engraved
on a bronze plaque at the foot of the
Statue of Liberty, have always been
more aspirational than reflective of the
reality of American history. One of the
few constants of our history has been
the determination of every new group
that reaches the shores of our country
in search of a better life to slam the
doors and bar them against groups
lined up to come in behind them.
Anti-immigration sentiment has
been a near constant among the
American people. The immigrant
groups such sentiment has been
invoked against have changed over the
years, but the hatred, prejudice, and
abuse heaped upon them has not.
At the very time Lazarus was writing her poem, in 1883, the United
States had just passed its first real
immigration law, the Chinese
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Exclusion Act of 1882. That law singled out Chinese (the “Yellow Peril” in
the journalistic parlance of the time)
as singularly unsuited to become residents and citizens of the US. Until that
time, for more than 100 years of our
history, immigration was essentially
unlimited, and everyone had a chance
to come to the US and eventually
become a citizen. Not that they
received a warm welcome from those
already here, but there was no such
thing as an “illegal immigrant” during
the time period when white European
immigration was at its peak.
Excepting some archaic phrasings,
anti-immigrant sentiments from earlier periods of our history could just as
easily have been expressed by those
who oppose immigration (legal and/or
illegal) today. Here are just a few illustrative examples:
“Few of their children in the country
learn English. . . . The signs in our

streets have inscriptions in both languages. . . . Unless the stream of
their importation could be turned
they will soon so outnumber us that
all the advantages we have will not
be able to preserve our language,
and even our government will
become precarious.”
Was this Joe Arpaio talking about
Mexican immigrants to the American
southwest? No, it was Benjamin
Franklin talking about German immigrants to Pennsylvania in the 1750s.
Could he perhaps have been talking
about our Brethren ancestors?
“We should build a wall of brass
around the country.”
Was this Donald Trump in the last
election campaign? Fortunately not, as
making his infamous wall out of brass
would be even more expensive than it
already is reported to be. No, it was
John Jay, who went on to become the
first chief justice of the Supreme Court,

He held his newborn baby for the first time when he stepped
off the plane in a US airport. “He is beautiful,” he said.

He held his newborn baby for the first time when he
stepped off the plane in a US airport. “He is beautiful,”
he said.
Axel’s story has been eye-opening for the members of
the West Charleston Church. Most had no idea what people have to go through to obtain legal status in this country,
if they even get that far. But one thing is certain: spiritually
life-transforming experiences and profoundly meaningful
relationships in Christ are being formed as this congrega-

also in the 1750s. The target of his fear
and ire? Catholics, seen as a dangerous
threat to Protestant Christianity in the
New World. I guess at least Jay didn’t
try to claim he was going to make the
Pope pay for the wall.
“The enormous influx of alien foreigners will in the end prove ruinous
to American workingmen, by
REDUCING THE WAGES OF
LABOR. . . .”
Was this a Breitbart editorial from
the last few years? No, it was a
Philadelphia Sun editorial from 1854.
The immigrant group “provoking”
such fear of economic ruin? The Irish,
commonly depicted at the time as
lazy, violent, drunken, and perhaps
worst of all . . . Catholic.
“Now, what do we find in all our
large cities? Entire sections containing a population incapable of understanding our institutions, with no
comprehension of our national ideals, and for the most part incapable
of speaking the English language. . . .
America’s first duty is to those
already within her own shores.”
Was this from a speech in Congress
by an America First devotee during
recent attempts (and failures) to enact
immigration reform? No, it was a
statement by Rep. Grant Hudson in
1924. The target of his ire was not

tion tries to put in practice the teaching of Jesus to “love
one’s neighbor as oneself.”
In loving, the congregation has tapped into the power of
God to overcome ominous forces and generate blessing.
Thanks be to God.
Irvin Heishman has been serving as co-pastor of West Charleston Church of the
Brethren in Tipp City, Ohio, with his wife, Nancy Sollenberger Heishman. The
couple are former mission workers for the Church of the Brethren, having served
for several years in the Dominican Republic.

Mexicans, nor Muslims, but rather
Italians and Slavs fleeing poverty, war,
and oppression in their own countries.
From the beginning of immigration
legislation with the Chinese Exclusion
Act, Congress, motivated by these
powerful nativist fears and prejudices,
has passed numerous additional
restrictions on immigration and has
made it easier to deport illegal immigrants and legal immigrants who have
not yet become citizens. On a few rare
occasions, the laws were liberalized,
such as when purely race-based criteria for exclusion were finally dropped
(while still maintaining several provisions clearly favoring white immigrants) in 1954.
Since 1996, Congress has been
unable to pass any significant immigration legislation, paralyzed by a divide
between nativists determined to lower
the level of immigration, and reformers
aiming to keep the level of immigration
roughly the same while addressing
weaknesses and injustices in the law.
All of the debate about immigration
has occurred despite the near unanimous consensus of both historians and
economists that immigration has been
a tremendous advantage for the US.
Immigration is largely credited with
enabling our rapid expansion into a
world power, and giving our economy

a dynamism and creativity that is the
envy of the rest of the developed
world. Our country literally has been
built on the sweat of generations of
immigrants, each of whom faced prejudice and hatred upon their arrival.
Some things never change.
Currently, Hispanic and Muslim
immigrants are the targets of nativist
fear-mongering, whereas in the past it
was Chinese, Irish, Italians, Slavs,
Catholics, Jews, and even Germans.
One of the saddest ironies is that the
descendants of many of those who
faced discrimination on their arrival
in the US are now among the loudest
in demonizing immigrants today. We
apparently do not know our history, or
have not learned anything from it.
If Americans cannot or will not
learn from our history, perhaps we
Christians can learn from the Bible:
“When a foreigner resides among you
in your land, do not mistreat them.
The foreigner residing among you
must be treated as your native-born.
Love them as yourself, for you were
foreigners in Egypt” (Leviticus 19:3334). Is there anything the least bit
unclear about this instruction?
Brian Bachman is a former diplomat with the US
State Department. A member of the Oakton Church
of the Brethren in Vienna, Va., he is 2017 moderator
of Mid-Atlantic District.
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First Church of the
Brethren and the Islamic
Center host side-by-side
tables at a Compassion
Event in San Diego.

Addressing

Islamophobia
A church works against bullying of Muslim schoolchildren
by Craig Frantz and Linda K. Williams

A

ll too often the divisions between us
grow deeper and deeper until neighbors
have only fear and scorn for one another. Careless
rhetoric, targeted jokes, open scorn and insult—what is heard
in the home is heard in the classroom and the trauma of a
childhood spent in fear and subjugation leaves scars that can
last generations.
Today, Muslim children in the United States are suffering
from systemic bullying. In a 2014 California-wide survey of
621 Muslim students, one in five reported offensive comments by school staff. Half of the students surveyed reported
harassment by other students. The problem has only intensified since then.
First Church of the Brethren in San Diego, Calif., has been
blessed to stand with a multifaith community in an effort to
fight Islamophobic bullying in our schools. Pastor Sara
Haldeman-Scarr met Imam Taha of the San Diego Islamic
Center in 2009, and they have been coordinating peacemaking events ever since. That same year church member Linda
Williams met Imam Taha’s wife, Lallia Allali, and the pair
became fast allies. Allali serves on multiple school advisory
committees, and is a board member for the Council on
18 Messenger October 2017

American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) San Diego. In January
2016, First Church worked with our Muslim allies to organize
an event called “Standing in Solidarity with Muslim Women,”
in response to rising violence.
In response to the rise of Islamophobic bullying, Williams
and Allali joined a team of educators and activists including
CAIR San Diego’s executive director Hanif Mohebi. They
developed and promoted a concrete plan to address the issue.
In the past year, they’ve stood up for public comment, navigated a shifting bureaucracy, and held their ground in the face
of a toxic misinformation campaign. Theirs is the restorative
work of community healing, and their effort is ongoing.
For over 10 years, CAIR has worked within the school
community, providing mediation, information, and a forum
for community dialogue. As incidents of harassment and bullying of Muslim students became ever more commonplace,
CAIR collaborated with San Diego Unified School District to
respond to the growing problem. As a result of this partnership, on July 26, 2016, the school district board officially
directed the superintendent to develop a plan to address
Islamophobia and discrimination against Muslim students.
A team of educators, community leaders, and activists

In the past year, they’ve stood up for public comment,
navigated a shifting bureaucracy, and held their ground in
the face of a toxic misinformation campaign.
formed a committee and set to work on a proposal. The
committee put together resources for teachers—material
that demystifies Islam and creates understanding between
students from different cultures. They proposed to use
practices of restorative justice to turn the act of bullying
into an opportunity to build community. In November
2016, the committee submitted the plan to the superintendent and prepared to bring their vision to the classroom.
They waited. They continued to meet, and continued to
fine-tune the plan. And they waited some more.
In February 2017, the school district dispatched the
executive director of Student Services to act as liaison for
the committee, and prepared a presentation for a board
meeting at the beginning of April. The committee collaborated and set an implementation schedule and prepared
materials lists for approval. The committee made an immediate action plan to get resources into the classroom in
time for Ramadan, a major Muslim religious holiday, in
May. The board meeting was scheduled for April 4.
On April 3, their liaison was replaced in a bureaucratic
shuffle. On April 4, a new liaison made the presentation
to the school district board and 150 members of San
Diego’s Muslim community. The plan was unanimously
adopted by the board.
For the two weeks leading up to the next meeting of the
board of the school district, hopes ran high. The partnership that the school district and CAIR had forged over the
course of a decade was poised to bring a real vessel for
understanding to the classroom.
But then hate reared its ugly head. At the board meeting on
April 18, a man from 65 miles away in Riverside County, Calif.,
stood up and claimed that the San Diego Unified School
District was trying to implement sharia law in its schools.
Subsequently, somebody threatened to murder school
The CAIR committee works on a proposal for the school board.

The Islamic Center raises money for Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria
(EYN, the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria).

board members, the superintendent, and her staff. A rabble
rouser from out of state got on Facebook, published the
home address of the vice president of the board of the
school district, Kevin Beiser, and called for violence.
Attorney Charles LiMandri, notorious for his legal defense
of gay conversion therapy, filed a lawsuit to stop the school
district from taking the plan to the classroom. The attorney
acknowledged CAIR’s message of tolerance, but concluded
that “CAIR’s ultimate mission is to change American society and advance radical Islam.”
The allegations made against CAIR contrasted sharply
with the work already being done. In November 2015, the
school district proclaimed that it “recognizes CAIR-San
Diego and thanks the organization for its 10 years of teaching students to accept and honor religious and cultural differences among their peers.” The district did its best to
educate, responding to the hysteria with a clear description
of the program.
Pressure on the school district mounted, and cracks
began to show. After a productive meeting on April 20, the
school district liaison became nearly unreachable for the
next three months. Nevertheless, the committee continued
preparing to help implement the April 4 resolution. San
Diego Church of the Brethren sent an official letter of support to the board and the superintendent of the school district, applauding the stated goal of addressing
Islamophobia and the bullying of Muslim students. The
effort moved forward as it could.
Then, on July 24, listening to radio station KPBS, Williams
heard that the effort to address Islamophobia was on the
agenda for the school district board meeting the following
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evening, July 25. The board’s new statement read: “Staff is
redirected from forming a formal partnership with CAIR.”
It looked very much as though an anti-bullying program
had fallen victim to bullying. This was not lost on the board
of the school district. In his comments, president Richard
Barrera noted that the attacks “simply clarified the experience that our Muslim students are going through every
day.” Beiser described CAIR as “a conduit by which parents
and students can get a voice” and thanked them for a “partnership of over 12 years.”
In a phone call with Williams on Aug. 18, Beiser sought
to explain the board’s July 25 statement and directed her
attention to the full language of the directive:
“Staff is redirected from forming a formal partnership
with CAIR to forming an intercultural committee which
shall include representatives of from [sic] all faiths and cul-

Rocky road: A timeline of
church and school
2008-2009
Pastor Sara Haldeman-Scarr begins
working with Imam Taha at the Interfaith
Council for Worker Justice. n About the
same time, Linda K. Williams meets the
imam’s wife, Lallia Allali. Over the
years, the family engages in many interfaith activities and social events with
First Church of the Brethren.

2010
Taha speaks at “Standing Together in
Prayer for Peace” and Celebration of
Compassion events hosted at First
church, and he and his family are honored as “Heroes of Compassion.”

July 2016
The school board unanimously directs
the superintendent to bring to the board
“a plan to address Islamophobia and the
reports of bullying of Muslim students.”
n A group of volunteers, including
Williams, forms the Council on AmericanIslamic Relations (CAIR) Education
Committee to Address Islamophobia.

November 2016
The committee submits recommendations to the superintendent, along with
materials and other resources.
n The committee begins a process of
selecting books to help create harmony
and mutual understanding and to
demystify Islam.
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tures and which shall provide input to district staff on
issues of cultural sensitivities and the individual needs of
various subgroups within our diverse community.”
Beiser clarified, “I’m thrilled that CAIR will definitely
have a seat at the table on that new committee.”
The school district already is moving forward. The list
of classroom resources that the committee painstakingly
compiled is now under review. The committee is pleased to
soon be meeting with key contacts in the district to address
repairing relationships.
As Williams noted to Beiser, everyone who poured their
passion into the effort over the past year hopes for a seat at
the table going forward. Theirs is the restorative work of
community healing, and their effort is ongoing.
Craig Frantz and Linda K. Williams are members of First Church of the Brethren in
San Diego.

January 2017
After the federal government’s travel
ban is announced, Craig Frantz and
Williams speak at a press conference
to stand in solidarity with the Muslim
community. n The board of First church
votes to join a freedom of religion
group started by CAIR.

February 2017
A school district staff person is
assigned to work with the CAIR committee to create a proposal to be presented to the school board.

April 2017
The proposal is passed by the board.
However, because of budget cuts, the
committee is given a new staff liaison.

April through July 2017
Misinformation about the school district’s plan to address Islamophobia is
spread by national news organizations
including Breitbart.com. Erroneous
charges are made by multiple speakers
at meetings of the board, some of
whom come in from far outside the district. Among the false claims: the district
plans to implement sharia law; taxpayer
money is going to imams to teach Islam
to sixth graders; restorative justice is
“just a practice of naming, blaming, and
shaming students.” n An intense backlash hits the school district. Death
threats and a lawsuit follow. n After one
productive meeting with the CAIR committee, the newly assigned district staff

liaison becomes virtually unavailable.
n First church sends a letter of support
to the school district.

May 2017
The district administration instructs an
assistant superintendent not to share
resources the CAIR committee prepared, after that person had invited the
committee to present to a group of
principals. n The group bringing a lawsuit against the school district holds a
press conference. The CAIR committee
holds a press conference immediately
afterward. n Temple Beth Israel, an
area synagogue, donates funds for the
committee to give copies of The Grand
Mosque of Paris: How Muslims saved
Jews during the Holocaust to middle
school library technicians. The books
are collected and “quarantined” by the
school district administration.

July 2017
In a sudden action, the school board
suspends the formal partnership with
the CAIR committee and replaces it
with a different interfaith/multicultural
committee.

August 2017
The CAIR committee is invited to share
resources it created and compiled, so
that they can be reviewed for potential
use in the district. School district staff
and CAIR begin planning for a meeting
to repair damaged relationships.
—Linda K. Williams

 ejuvenating a church
R
and community through

dignity
by Martha Harr

N

ew things have been happening at
Canton (Ill.) Church of the Brethren:
• On Earth Day the environment group provided bee- and
butterfly-friendly flower seeds that members planted at
their homes.
• A Blessing Box offers free items to help people in the
community who are not able to afford food and other
household goods necessary to keep their families fed and
healthy.
• A forum on poverty connected church members with
local service organizations.
These initiatives and more began about two years ago,
when the Canton church undertook a revitalization project
to examine the elements that make us who we are. Led by a
vision team, we formed questionnaires, held small-group
brainstorming sessions, and addressed our quest from the
pulpit on Sundays.
This effort led the entire congregation to determine a
central focus: dignity. We agreed on a mission statement
that explains our dignity journey: “Fostering wholeness,
balance, and peace through respect of God’s creation.”
“Our focus on dignity has rejuvenated our mission,
renewed our compassion for others, and brought us together
as a congregation,” says Carol Davis, vision team member.
We concentrated on the promotion of dignity, in both
our local and global communities, by organizing five passion groups: relationships,
Joe Brewer (left) and Kevin Kessler.
ministry and education,
community, history and tradition, and environment.
Each passion group created objectives to be
achieved in the span of one
to three years. Some objectives could be finished in a
short amount of time, such
as the Earth Day seed distribution. Others will require
several years, such as a
series of classes aimed at
better understanding the
religions of the world. And

some, such as the Blessing Box, are ongoing.
The results have been amazing. Each week at church,
our members can be found engaged in lively conversation
about topics that are directly related to dignity.

Forum on poverty
The idea of organizing a forum on poverty originated during an early discussion by the vision team, and was continued as a project of the relationships passion group. “We
explored ways not only to build relationships within our
church, but also with the organizations that already serve
those in need,” says church member Joe Brewer, who initiated the project with assistance from pastor Kevin Kessler.
A panel of local experts was formed with representatives
from the Salvation Army, Helping Hands Resale, Spoon
River Pregnancy Center, Graham Hospital, YMCA, YWCA,
the superintendent of schools, Health and Wellness Clinic,
and other churches.
“We wanted to get to know them, learn from them, and
create a space for them to educate our church and our community,” says Brewer. The Canton church hosted the forum,
which was attended by about 80 community members.
Education on the topic of poverty is not enough, according to both Brewer and Kessler. We must work together to
formulate a plan of action and set it into motion. In a small
community with limited resources, it is vital that we pool
our talents and resources to tackle this problem.
Steps already have been taken to network local service
organizations and make them known to the community.
Another forum is being planned to follow up on some of the
questions and concerns raised at the first forum.
“In order to make lasting impacts,” says Kessler, “all of
us carry a share of responsibility, and by getting involved
we can bring hope into the midst of hopelessness.”
Martha Harr serves on the leadership team of Canton (Ill.) Church of the Brethren,
edits the church newsletter, and is a leader in the environment passion group.
She is retired from teaching English and literature at Canton High School.
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Kiss the joy
as it flies
by Bob Bowman

E

cclesiastes is the only
book in the Bible with a
warning label! It may be the
only book that needs one.
The warning label comes in the last
verses of the book: “The end of the matter, all has been heard. Fear God and keep
his commandments; for that is the whole
duty of everyone. For God will bring every
deed into judgment, including every
secret thing, whether good or evil.”
The message in these last verses is
in tension with the rest of the book of
Ecclesiastes. At first glance, Ecclesiastes seems filled with gloom and doubt.
However, the verses at the end seem
to call, “Be sure to read this book with
deep faith.”
The book’s first verse is familiar:
“Vanity of vanities! All is vanity.” The
word vanity (hevel in Hebrew) refers
to an empty puff of air. One Hebrew
scholar likened it to the visible puff of
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air you see coming from your mouth on
a frosty morning. You can see it momentarily, but then it vanishes. It is nothing
really; it only looks like something.
Again and again throughout this
book, Ecclesiastes says all of life is nothing more than hevel, a puff of air on a
frosty morning. “What good do people
gain from working all their lives,” he
asks. Is life worth living? Knowledge is
meaningless (1:12-18). Pleasure is simply
chasing after the wind (2:1-7). And
wealth is empty (2:8-11). Wisdom, he
grants, has a certain practical value in
life, but in the end, death comes to the
wise as easily as it comes to the foolish.
The writer of Ecclesiastes says he
speaks from personal experience. He
explored all these avenues and his
conclusion is that “I hated life because
what happens on earth is simply hevel
and a chasing after wind. What do
people get from all the toil and strain of

life? Our days are full of pain. Our work
is a vexation. And even at night we cannot rest well.”
So the first message of Ecclesiastes is
a radical “NO” to every value we prize.
Sure, wealth, pleasure, wisdom, and
knowledge are nice, but they are not
ultimate values. They do not bring ultimate fulfillment. There is nothing in this
world that has “saving power.” Ecclesiastes is saying what Paul said in Philippians 3:7-8: “Whatever gains I had, these
I have come to regard as loss because of
Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.”
More pointed are the words of Jesus
in Luke 9:23: “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross daily and follow me.”
I understand denying one’s self means
to cast away everything that would rival
Christ. In the old red hymnal, Brethren

The most difficult part of faith is to cast away everything.
But when we have cast it away, the world lies fresh at our feet.

sang, “Do not I love thee, Oh my Lord?
Behold my heart and see; And turn the
dearest idol out that dares to rival thee.”
Frankly speaking, Jesus calls us to
give away everything in order to hold
wholly to God. To one young man who
asked for the key to life, Jesus said, “Sell
what you own, and give the money to
the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven; then come and follow me”
(Mark 10:21).
For two thousand years these words
of Jesus have made us uncomfortable.
Surely Jesus was exaggerating.
The most difficult part of faith is
to cast away everything. But when we
have cast it away, the world lies fresh at
our feet. That’s why the radical “NO”
to the world in Ecclesiastes is balanced
by an equally radical “YES” to the joy of
life, work, and relationships.
“I know there is nothing better for
people than to be happy and to enjoy

themselves as long as they live. Moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat
and drink and take pleasure in their
work” (Ecclesiastes 2:12-13).
Ecclesiastes tells us, “Go, eat your
bread with enjoyment, and drink your
wine with a merry heart; for God has
long ago approved what you do” (9:7).
He goes on to encourage people to
enjoy happiness with your spouse, dress
in bright clothing, use a good lotion,
and “Whatever your hand finds to do,
do with your might.” To enjoy life, he
insists, is a gift of God.
Jesus also had this balance. After telling the young rich man to give everything up, he also reminded his disciples,
“Mark my words, no one who sacrifices
house, brothers, sisters, mother, father,
children, land—whatever—because of me
and the Message will lose out. They’ll get
it all back, but multiplied many times”
(Mark 10:29-30 The Message).

Here is the balance that the book of
Ecclesiastes recommends. But the balance between letting go and receiving is
one I find difficult. Is it really possible
to enjoy something without wanting to
possess it?
When you begin fencing lessons,
your instructor will tell you to hold
your sword, your foil, neither too tightly
nor too lightly. It is like a bird. Grip it
too tightly and it will die. Hold it too
loosely and it will escape.
Life is like that! The poet William
Blake reframed those words of Jesus
this way:
He who binds to himself a joy
Does the winged life destroy
He who kisses the joy as it flies
Lives in eternity’s sunrise.
An ordained minister in the Church of the Brethren,
Bob Bowman is professor emeritus of religion at Manchester University in North Manchester, Ind.
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SpecialReport
by Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford

A panorama of the beautiful, rural setting of New Haven Church of
the Brethren in Michigan. The New Haven Church hosted the Michigan District Conference, and is one of the separating churches.

Michigan District approves motion from
churches wanting to form new district
by Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford

M

ichigan District Conference has
approved a motion from seven
congregations seeking to leave the
district and form a new district of the Church of the Brethren
in the state. The 50 delegates voted 37 to 10 in favor of the
motion after many hours of discussion over two days. The
separating group must now be in conversation with the Annual
Conference officers in order for the proposal to move forward.
The request for a new district is based on theological differences within Michigan District. It would represent a sharp
break from the denomination’s practice of using geographic
boundaries to delineate districts, if it gains approval.
The district conference passed the motion despite many
statements of shock and grief from representatives of
remaining congregations, and a statement of concern that the
action may set a precedent for the whole denomination.
“If we let you go,” said one delegate from a remaining congregation, “what does this mean for our denomination? Is
this the beginning of something bigger?”
The district conference Aug. 18-19 was hosted at one of the
separating churches—New Haven Church of the Brethren near
Middleton. The other six are Beaverton church, Church in
Drive in Saginaw, Drayton Plains in Waterford, Sugar Ridge
church in Custer, Woodgrove Brethren Christian Parish in
Hastings, and Zion church in Prescott. The seven represent
about a third of the congregations in Michigan District.
Business sessions were led by moderator Dan McRoberts,
interspersed with worship led by guest preacher Tim Harvey.
Michigan is without an executive after former district
executive Nathan Polzin resigned earlier this summer. It was
mentioned that Polzin, who was on sabbatical, will be pastoring two congregations on his return—one of which is in the
separating group. He has ministered at Church in Drive for
many years, and this fall begins as pastor at Midland Church
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of the Brethren as well.
Music and personal sharing, meals prepared by the host
congregation, the presence of children and youth—who
raised money for National Youth Conference—gave the feel
of an extended family reunion. It was clear that personal
relationships have been important for the district, which
made for an emotional discussion.

Sadness and shock
The motion from the separating churches was met with shock.
Some had not known it was coming. “I am absolutely dumbfounded,” said one. “I can hardly believe what I have heard.”
The separating group held organizing meetings for several
months, but some delegates from other churches said they
had not been aware of them, and complained about secretiveness. A couple of delegates asked how the group decided
which congregations to invite to join them. It seemed that no
direct communication about the meetings had been shared
with all of the churches.
As the discussion progressed, shock eased into sadness.
Several people were visibly distraught. “I am heartbroken,”
said one woman, in tears. “I have friends all over the district.”
Another woman who has volunteered at the district camp
for many years, alongside friends from separating churches,
expressed disbelief. She pleaded with the separating group to
continue to participate in the camp, saying it serves as a neutral place.
Representatives of remaining congregations expressed hurt
at being excluded by the separating churches’ statement of
faith, which, as one put it, identified them as “unacceptable.”
Theological differences
Representatives of the seven churches explained that their
primary reason to form a new district was theological.

“Inerrancy of scripture is the core issue,” said one.
Several times, people spoke of Michigan District as one of
the most theologically diverse in the denomination, with
conservative and progressive churches. A sticking point for
some in the separating group has been the naming of pastoral
leadership by open and affirming churches.
The recent loss of a long-established congregation—New
Life Christian Fellowship—was a key event initiating the separating group. One representative of the group told the conference that creating a new district was “an attempt to keep
us from losing other churches like we lost New Life,” and
represented a “last resort.” If the conference did not give permission for a new district, she said some of the churches
were prepared to leave the Church of the Brethren.
People speaking for the separating churches also cited
“dysfunction” that prevents the district from being effective,
including an inability to make decisions. As other items of
business came up—staffing, budget, and nominations for
elected positions—it was acknowledged that Michigan
District has been struggling financially and in other ways. A
report from Camp Brethren Heights mentioned falling attendance and sagging numbers at district events, attributed to
the theological divisions.
While discussing budget and staffing, the district leadership team reported preliminary conversation with adjoining
districts about the possibility of merger. Other ideas included hiring executive staff on a very part-time basis, contracting with a consultant, or sharing an executive with a neighboring district.

Statement of faith
Sharp questions were posed about the statement of faith the
separating churches had created. At first, a representative of
the separating group declined to share the statement of faith,
claiming it was not relevant to the motion. Audible gasps
greeted his comment, and an angry outburst came from a delegate who demanded that the statement be shown to the conference. The statement was described during the first business
session as a five-page document. The next day, a two-page
statement of faith was distributed.
Eventually, representatives of the separating group made
an apology about the apparent secretiveness of their process,
saying it had not been intentional.
The separating group reported two criteria to be met in
order for a church to join the motion to seek a new district: a
90 percent vote for the statement of faith, and a two-thirds
vote to join the separating group, taken at congregational
business meetings announced in advance.
The two-page statement of faith included several points
and scripture references listed under three headings:
“Essential beliefs of Christianity,” “Church of the Brethren
beliefs and practices,” and “Position statements.”

The section on Brethren beliefs and practices reaffirmed
the peace witness, anointing, and love feast, among others.
Under the heading “Position statements,” four statements reaffirmed the Brethren tradition of the priesthood of all believers,
made statements about marriage being ordained by God to be
between “a biological man and a biological woman” and about
human life beginning at conception, and about how
“Christians are commanded by Scripture to hold one another
accountable,” citing Matthew 18.
The statement of faith interpreted Matthew 18 as a process
to follow “if a Christian will not repent from a sinful attitude or
activity,” including a final step of “firmer rebuke by the church if
necessary, other believers are to dismiss that person from fellowship.” The statement concluded, “That is the most loving
action to take when a Christian is living in sin.”

Denominational polity
In the absence of a district executive, district leaders have
been consulting with denominational staff including Joe
Detrick, interim director of the Office of Ministry. Detrick
was at the conference to present information about denominational polity and he took part in several meetings with the
district leadership team and representatives of the separating
churches. Torin Eikler, district executive of the adjacent
Northern Indiana District, also was present.
Detrick repeatedly urged the delegates to “make good,
thoughtful decisions on the life of the Michigan District.” He
told the conference that, according to denominational polity,
any new district must have approval from the district(s) from
whose territory it is formed. To be approved it must gain recognition from the Standing Committee of Annual
Conference. He also cited polity stating that if a district
wishes to relinquish or remove territory it should consult
with the Annual Conference officers.
Steps the separating group would have to carry out
include creating bylaws and a plan of organization, electing
officers, creating a budget, and more. Representatives of the
group also affirmed that they understand denominational
ethics rules prohibit them from proselytizing other congregations and individuals from Michigan District.
Eikler and others noted that the existing district also will
undergo changes. “Everything is going to have to be restructured and changed,” he said.
“We will not just have one new district in Michigan, we
will have two new districts,” said one delegate. “Both districts will be called to creativity, to think anew about how we
might organize, how we might staff and use resources.”
As moderator, McRoberts gave a gracious blessing to the
separating churches. “You go with the blessing of this district
conference,” he said. “You go on God’s path. You go to a new
territory. May you be blessed. May you find new ways to
serve God.”
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Rebecca Dali receives the Sergio Vieira
de Mello Award at the United Nations

R

ebecca Dali has
received an unprecedented honor for a member of Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria
(EYN, the Church of the Brethren in
Nigeria). As founder of the Center for
Compassion, Empowerment, and Peace
Initiatives (CCEPI), she was honored
with the 2017 Humanitarian Award
from the Sergio Vieira de Mello
Foundation at a ceremony at the United
Nations in Geneva, Switzerland.
The award ceremony on World
Humanitarian Day, Aug. 21, aimed to
raise awareness of aid work, and commemorate aid workers who have died
while in the field. It marked the day in
2003 when 22 people were killed in a
bomb attack on UN offices in Iraq,
including the head of mission Sergio
Vieira de Mello.
Dali received the award in recognition
of her courageous efforts in reintegration
of women abducted by the Boko Haram
into their local communities in northern
Nigeria. CCEPI has been recognized by
the UNHCR as the first humanitarian
actor to set up a livelihood program for
internally displaced persons and returnees in the Madagali and Michika areas of
Adamawa State, Nigeria.
“At first I was helping vulnerable
children, but when the crisis of violence
came to Jos, I started helping widows
and orphans,” Dali said, speaking at a
World Council of Churches event and
quoted in a WCC release. “Later,
when Boko Haram came, we started
working with the whole range of displaced people. We have registered
380,000 households whom we have
helped with something.” The WCC
report noted that Dali herself was forced
to flee with her family when Boko

Haram insurgents took over the EYN
headquarters and her home town of
Michika in 2014.
“Often help used to be just a handout,
small and insufficient,” Dali told the
WCC audience. “But as I looked at the

people and their stories more closely, I
was able to offer the help they needed.”
Her work has ranged from trauma healing and providing shelter, support in
pregnancy and giving birth, support
with clothing, food, and housing, and
training and empowering people to
learn new livelihoods.
Dali “is tenacious, just tenacious in a
deep way,” said Jay Wittmeyer, executive director of Global Mission and
Service, expressing his admiration for
her humanitarian work. Dali’s persistence on behalf of the most vulnerable

Nigerians—Christian and Muslim—has
taken place in an area that for many
years was in danger of being ignored by
the rest of the world. CCEPI and its
accompaniment, Wittmeyer said, has
made all the difference for many surviving victims of Boko Haram.
Accompanying Dali at the award ceremony at the United Nations, and at an
event for her hosted at the WCC, were
Kristin Flory, Brethren Service staff
working in Geneva, and Stan Noffsinger,
former general secretary of the Church
of the Brethren and now on the WCC
staff. Her husband, Samuel Dali, who is
the past president of EYN, also was with
her in Geneva to be a part of the celebration.
CCEPI’s work to aid widows,
orphans, and others affected by the violence of the Boko Haram insurgency has
received financial and other support
through the Nigeria Crisis Response of
EYN and the Church of the Brethren.
Additional work Rebecca Dali and
CCEPI have done to document the personal stories of those killed by the insurgents has been aided by a partnership of
the Church of the Brethren with faculty
and students at Elizabethtown (Pa.)
College. Brethren who attended Annual
Conference and National Older Adult
Conference in 2015 will remember seeing some of the outcome of this work in
the “Walls of Healing” that featured the
names of thousands of Nigerian
Brethren victims.
The Global Mission and Service
office has been supportive of Dali’s
higher education as well. Dali holds a
master’s degree and a doctorate. These
high-level degrees have given her work
with CCEPI increased stature with
international partners.

MORE ONLINE A Newsline interview with Rebecca Dali titled “Live Your Life in the Hand of God,” in which she speaks about
her work and the origins of Boko Haram, is online at www.brethren.org/news/2016/live-your-life-in-the-hand-of-god.html.
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Hurricanes put CDS teams in Texas and Florida

T

wo massive hurricanes making landfall in
the US within such a short time, in late August and
early September, made for a busy time for the three
disaster response programs of the Church of the Brethren:
Brethren Disaster Ministries, Children’s Disaster Services
(CDS), and Material Resources.
At the same time that CDS placed volunteers in Florida in
advance of Hurricane Irma, CDS teams continued to work in
Pat Krabacher

CDS volunteer Stephanie helps care for a child at one of the
“mega shelters” set up in Texas following Hurricane Harvey.

Texas following Hurricane Harvey. Before Harvey made landfall on Aug. 25, teams of CDS volunteers were activated and
ready to travel. By early September, about 30 volunteers had
cared for more than 300 children in Texas.
“We’re here in Orlando with a team of seven from Children’s
Disaster Services,” reported associate director Kathleen FryMiller by e-mail, the day before Irma hit. “Our CDS team is
ready to deploy to a Red Cross evacuation shelter.”
Meanwhile, Brethren Disaster Ministries staff monitored
the hurricane situation both in the US and the Caribbean.
Roy Winter, associate executive director, said his staff were
“coordinating response efforts and planning with Church
World Service and other church partners.” They also were in
contact with Church of the Brethren districts and with
international Brethren who faced the possibility of an
impact from Hurricane Irma, to offer prayers and support as
the storm approached.
Following Irma’s route through the islands, no significant
damage to Brethren communities in Puerto Rico, Haiti, or the
Dominican Republic was reported, as of Sept. 9. “Initial

reports are that these [Brethren] areas were not as badly
affected as other areas of their countries,” said Winter.
However, he added that “responding to Hurricanes Harvey
and Irma, and other storms that might develop in this hurricane season, will be a challenge. While contributing as able to
an immediate response (especially through Children’s
Disaster Services), Brethren Disaster Ministries will also be
supporting the long-term recovery of the most vulnerable in
the impacted communities in these affected areas.”
Material Resources staff began shipping disaster relief to
Texas, and quickly sought donations of urgently needed cleanup buckets—one of the “Gift of the Heart” kits distributed
through Church World Service (CWS). Material Resources
warehouses, processes, and ships relief materials on behalf of
ecumenical partners, out of warehouses at the Brethren
Service Center in New Windsor, Md.
Material Resources shipments to Texas numbered 51,000
hygiene kits, 422 clean-up buckets, and 510 school kits sent to
Houston; 72 clean-up buckets to La Grange; 300 blankets, 660
hygiene kits, and 6 clean-up buckets to Kingwood; 300 cleanup buckets, 75 blankets, and 240 hygiene kits to Corpus Christi;
and 300 school kits, 1,140 hygiene kits, and 433 clean-up buckets to Taft—totaling 46,497 pounds, or more than 23 tons.
Positioning materials ahead of Irma, Material Resources
shipped 54 clean-up buckets to Houston, and 25,000 hygiene
kits to Arlington, Texas.

How to help
“Financial donations are best,” said a communication
from Brethren Disaster Ministries about how best to help
those affected by the hurricanes.
Also needed are donations of Church World Service
(CWS) kits and clean-up buckets that are specifically
designed to meet the immediate needs of disaster survivors.
Find instructions at http://cwskits.org.
“Please do not send donated clothes and household
items,” said the Brethren Disaster Ministries communication. “There is lack of space to store them and response
groups must spend time organizing them instead of helping
the survivors with their more urgent needs.”
Donations toward the hurricane response may be made to
the Emergency Disaster Fund (EDF) of the Church of the
Brethren. Give at www.brethren.org/edf or send checks to
Emergency Disaster Fund, Hurricane Harvey/Hurricane
Irma Response, Church of the Brethren, 1451 Dundee Ave.,
Elgin, IL 60120.
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Preachers announced for
Annual Conference 2018

T

he Program and
Arrangements
Committee and Annual
Conference officers have been at
work planning the Conference to
take place in Cincinnati, Ohio, on
July 4-8. The group has
announced the preaching line-up:
The opening sermon Wednesday,
July 4, will be given by Annual
Conference moderator Samuel
Sarpiya. He is an ordained minister
and pastor in Rockford, Ill.
On Thursday evening, worship
will feature Brian Messler, an
ordained minister and pastor of
Ephrata (Pa.) Church of the
Brethren. He is a former member
of the Mission and Ministry Board.
Friday evening’s sermon will be
by Rosanna Eller McFadden, an
ordained minister and pastor of
Creekside Church of the Brethren
in Elkhart, Ind. She has been
active in the arts, and has formerly
served on the Program and

Arrangements Committee.
On Saturday evening, the
Conference will hear from Angela
Finet, an ordained minister and a
recent graduate of Bethany
Seminary serving as pastor of
Nokesville (Va.) Church of the
Brethren.
Sunday morning will feature
Leonard Sweet, E. Stanley Jones
Professor of Evangelism at Drew
University, Madison, N.J., and a
Visiting Distinguished Professor at
George Fox University, Portland,
Ore. Also a best-selling author and
popular preacher, he is known for
bridging the worlds of faith, academia, and culture. He produces a
podcast called “Napkin Scribbles,”
has written for sermons.com, and
hosts a website called
PreachTheStory.com. His books,
among others, include Soul
Tsunami, Aqua Church, Jesus
Manifesto, and Jesus: A Theography
co-written with Frank Viola.

Chibok girls are baptized
“Praise God for the recent baptism of
36 ‘Chibok girls,’ young women who were
abducted from their school in Chibok in 2014,”
said an update from the Global Mission and
Service office, in late August.
“These young women have been released from
Boko Haram captivity in the past year and join 10
other Chibok abductees who have been baptized
by Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, Church of
the Brethren in Nigeria).”
EYN pastor Paul Abraham Chandumi conducted the service in Abuja, the capital city of Nigeria,
where the baptisms were held at the center where
the young women are still under Nigerian government security. Two of the young women’s children also were dedicated during the service.

Personnel notes
Nancy Sollenberger Heishman begins
as director of the Office of Ministry on
Nov. 6. She will work out of the church’s
General Offices in Elgin, Ill., and from
her home in Tipp City, Ohio. She has
served in pastoral leadership at West
Charleston Church of the Brethren in
Tipp City since September 2011, along
with her husband, Irvin Heishman.
Since July 2015, she also has coordinated Spanish-language ministry training
programs at the Brethren Academy for
Ministerial Leadership. Previously, she
worked on behalf of the Mission and
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Ministry Board in the Dominican
Republic as mission co-coordinator and
then as director of the theological program. She was moderator of the 2014
Annual Conference. She holds a master
of divinity degree from Bethany
Theological Seminary.
William Wenger began Sept. 1 as
district executive minister for Western
Pennsylvania District. He has served as
interim district executive since January.
He is an ordained minister who has
served in several pastorates and also as
chaplain at Peter Becker Community, a

Church of the Brethren-related retirement community in Harleysville, Pa. He
is serving on the board of the
Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center.
Emmy Goering has completed a
term of Brethren Volunteer Service as
Peacebuilding and Policy associate at
the denomination’s Office of Public
Witness in Washington, D.C.
Chasity Gunn resigned as conference and event assistant for
Congregational Life Ministries, in
August. She began in the position on
Dec. 14, 2016.
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Letters
Make peace with God
Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God” (Matthew 5:9). Everyone
wants peace, but on their own terms.
We are not to be as gods, but to be
children of God (Genesis 3:5).
The Bible foretells of two world
governments, which will seek to
establish world peace. The first will
be directed by the god of this world,
and the second will be ruled by the
God of heaven. Although they both
will be dictatorships, there will be
no similarity.
The god of the first kingdom is

Satan. There will be no peace on
earth in that kingdom. That kingdom
will fail and fall. The God of the second kingdom is our heavenly Father.
There can be no peace on earth until
everyone has rejected Satan and
made peace with our Creator.

Faith at the
foundation

Ben Haldeman
Greencastle, Pa.

Inspired with hope
When in seminary we were told that
the Gospel Messenger brought hope
and connection to the scattered
Brethren. We Brethren here in the
West feel scattered, yet connected.

classifieds

CULTURAL ADVENTURE TOUR IN CUBA Enjoy a unique learning opportunity on the Fresh
Perspectives on the History, Church, & People of Cuba Tour January 19-28, 2018. Worship and
have lunch with a local BIC congregation. Talk to National BIC leaders about the Cuban
Church. Visit a BIC Leadership Training Centre and a sustainable farm run by Christians. See
Havana, Bay of Pigs, an Indian village, and Varadero beach. Discover how Cubans creatively
adapted to economic hardships and life in a Communist nation. Canadian tour leaders Jack &
Irene Suderman speak Spanish and have long-term relationships in Cuba that give access to
RARE experiences not available to tourists. Many Americans have LOVED this tour. GET
MORE INFO www.tourmagination.com/tour/cuba or 1-800-565-0451.

5 Reasons

you should talk to
Brethren Mutual Aid Agency
about your insurance needs.

Congregations across the country are
building and growing their missions
and ministries, thanks to church
mortgage loans from Everence®.
For more information, contact
us at (877) 295-2664 or
churchloans@everence.com.
everence.com/church-loans

Federally insured by NCUA.
Everence Federal Credit Union
is an equal housing lender.

2170869 Church Loan ad_Messenger: 2.25x5
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Letters
I am writing to express my appreciation for the July/August issue. In my
opinion, it is the best issue cover-tocover that I have received. If we
Brethren want hope, then it is contained in this issue—hope for a future
as Brethren, but mostly as Christ-like
followers of the Way. I am inspired
with hope for the future and for the

next moment in my life.
Keep up the good work.

John E. Price
Empire, Calif.

Address climate change
For years, I have been an avid reader of
Messenger, usually reading it cover to
cover savoring the variety of subjects

from editorials and Bible studies to the
letters. There is one subject of supreme
importance, however, and not just to
Brethren but to every human on earth:
climate change. This is too often considered a political issue rather than one
of life and death to all humans, and
plant and animal life as well. And
humans have full responsibility.
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Grow lifelong faith one st
o ry
at a time with Shine On

154 Bible stories with
the power to transform

www.ShineCurriculum.com

ShineOn_ad2016_ThirdwBleed.indd 1
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H I L L C R E S T
A Remarkable Rerement Community®

Call us today
to learn more about
our unique campus
and invigorang
Southern California
lifestyle

LOVE YOUR LIFE

www.livingathillcrest.org

NEW FRIENDSHIPS AWAIT
Hillcrest residents pictured clockwise: Linda Hart, Beryl Fordyce,
Gwen Carr, Pat Holt, Linda Short, Herb Holt and Bob Ratliff.
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Letters
Every day, we read of more species
obliterated, habitats and forests
destroyed, and our oceans filled with
garbage. How dare we close our eyes
and think there is nothing we can do?
Or that we have centuries of time to
make the necessary changes?
The Old Testament is filled with
predictions made by God’s prophets,

which the Israelites consistently
ignored, to their destruction. We have
prophets today: scientists who have
been predicting since the 1990s and
before that their findings are dire for
planet earth, that we humans are causing the heating of the earth, and we
humans can do something. We can convert from fossil fuels to clean energy,

and there are hundreds of other ways
to conserve water and do all kinds of
things to help.
I would like to see articles about what
every one of us can do to conserve and
preserve this heavenly planet God has
created for us—and all the life we love.

Louise Bohrer
Sebring, Fla.

TurningPoints
Send information for Turning
Points to Diane Stroyeck,
1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin, IL
60120; 800-323-8039, ext.
327; dstroyeck@brethren.
org. Information must be
complete in order to be published. Information older than
one year cannot be published.

New members
Cedar Lake, Auburn, Ind.:
Erin Balzer, Rose
DeKoninck, Dane Martin
Frederick, Md.: Charlie
Billups, Rita Billups,
Britnee Harbaugh
Freeport, Ill.: Christopher
Omarrah, Ethan Omarrah
Green Hill, Salem, Va.:
Elaine Carver
Hempfield, Manheim, Pa.:
Kim Glass, Tom Glass
Hollidaysburg, Pa.: Scott
Cherry, Alison Geist,
Joseph Wyant, Rebecca
Miller Zeek, Rich Zeek
Keyser, W.Va.: Conald
Rogers
Saint Petersburg, First,
Fla.: Jolene Szilagyi,
Wayne Wiggins
Stone, Huntingdon, Pa.:
Landon Meadows, Nina
Meadows, Jordan
Soliday, Cheryl Washburn
Wabash, Ind.: Joetta
George, Laura Helm, Liz
Hobbs, Carol Leach, Barb
Miller, Linda Miller,
David Ply, Leroy Striker,
Marti Striker

Wedding
anniversaries
Anderson, Ervin and
Ann Noffsinger,

Harrisonburg, Va., 60
Barkey, Wayne and Linda,
Wabash, Ind., 50
Brown, Bob and Julia,
Hagerstown, Md., 60
Carl, Edward and Phyllis,
Madisonville, Ky., 50
Caron, Tom and Helen,
Hagerstown, Md., 50
Clay, Richard and Jean,
Keyser, W.Va., 66
Erickson, Bill and Joann,
Hollidaysburg, Pa., 60
Fogle, Lerry and Linda,
Frederick, Md., 50
Gibble, H. Lamar and
Nancy, Saint Charles,
Ill., 65
Hershberger, George and
Wilda, Woodbury, Pa., 67
Litten, Norm and Janet,
Hagerstown, Md., 65
Miller, Marvin and
Carolyn, Sebring, Fla., 60
Mitchell, James and
Marilyn, Delaware,
Ohio, 50
Ozanich, Bill and Rose,
Uniontown, Pa., 50
Rinehart, Dave and Lois,
Hudson, Ind., 60
Shepler, Roy and Martha,
Wabash, Ind., 77
Smith, Don and Norma,
Harleysville, Pa., 69
Snell, Galen and Ruth,
Reedley, Calif., 65
Stickel, Wayne and
Barbara, Elkhart, Ind., 55
Stinebaugh, Vernon and
Angela, Lancaster, Pa., 75
Thawley, Stan and Freda,
Boonsboro, Md., 65
Wenger, Lloyd and
Wilma, Leola, Pa., 50

Deaths
Bierdemann, Connie
Marie, 64, Saint
Petersburg Beach, Fla.,
June 28
Buckwalter, Lucille, 86,
Lititz, Pa., July 17
Coates, Beverly Wishon,
66, Garden City, Kan.,
Aug. 1
Dantzic, Brent, 30,
Keyser, W.Va., May 22
Elliott, Alvin, 85,
Chambersburg, Pa., Aug. 5
Fillmore, Charles Elvin, 86,
Live Oak, Calif., May 1
Fogle, Mary Patricia Ecker,
82, Frederick, Md., May 21
Forney, Neva, 91,
Modesto, Calif., July 14
Fryman, Robert, 89,
Englewood, Ohio, July 23
Fryman, Waneta
Nunemaker, 87,
Englewood, Ohio, June 4
Gindlesperger, Dean, 91,
Johnstown, Pa., Aug. 6
Groves, Don, 86, Sebring,
Fla., May 28
Haldeman, David, 98,
Lancaster, Pa., March 22
Hinkle, Darl, 80,
Middletown, Md., April 20
Hollenberg, Jean
Breidenstine, 85, Sebring,
Fla., June 24
House, Carroll (Hank),
87, Adamstown, Md.,
May 29
Howard, William Stephen,
70, Christiansburg, Va.,
Aug. 3
Kline, Harvey S., 96, New
Oxford, Pa., June 22
Lambert, Janet, 97,
Harrisonburg, Va., July 31
Lease, Gareth, 89,

Walkersville, Md., Jan. 27
Mackey, Kenneth, 90,
Chambersburg, Pa., July 20
Michael, David, 91,
Frederick, Md., Feb. 13
Reynolds, E. Dean, 85,
McPherson, Kan., July 5
Rhoderick, Arthur
Grayson, 85,
Hagerstown, Md., July 20
Rogers, Charles, 95,
Sebring, Fla., April 16
Rowe, Noble, 94,
Frostproof, Fla., June 2
Sensenig, Margaret, 91,
Lancaster, Pa., Aug. 21,
2016
Shafer, Margaret, 82,
Frederick, Md., Feb. 23
Steinour, Edward E., Sr.,
86, Gettysburg, Pa., July 11
Thompson, Sharon, 75,
Cedar Falls, Iowa, July 16
Trent, Bessie Louise, 92,
Friedens, Pa., July 11
Valentine, Robert, 74,
Chambersburg, Pa., July 13
Walter, Guy, 71, Frederick,
Md., May 2
Walters, William, 89,
Lancaster, Pa., July 25
Watkins, Maize, 91,
Frederick, Md., April 8
Wieand, Betty, 92,
Lombard, Ill., July 26
Wolfe, Nancy Lee Kemp,
80, Libertytown, Md.,
Jan. 13
Wolgemuth, James, 76,
Lancaster, Pa., May 29
Zimmerman, Virginia, 97,
Frederick, Md., June 17

Ordained
Dowdy, Thomas, Pac. S.
W. Dist. (Imperial
Heights, Los Angeles,
Calif.), July 30

Grossnickle-Batterton,
James, Ill. & Wis. Dist.
(Woodland, Astoria, Ill.),
July 30
Leddy, Harvey Stephen,
Virlina Dist. (Williamson
Road, Roanoke, Va.),
July 30
McCaffrey, Johnathan D.,
Shen. Dist. (Oak Hill,
Fort Valley, Va.), July 23
West, Nathan L., Mid-Atl.
Dist. (Welsh Run,
Mercersburg, Pa.), July 23
Wittmeyer, Jay, Ill. & Wis.
Dist. (Highland Avenue,
Elgin, Ill.), Aug. 6

Commissioned
Young, Glenn, Mid-Atl.
Dist. (Hagerstown, Md.),
July 30

Licensed
Heishman, Katelyn C.,
Shen. Dist. (Linville
Creek, Broadway, Va.),
July 30
Mouser, Todd, W. Marva
Dist. (Shiloh, Moatsville,
W.Va.), July 16

Placements
Izquierdo, Carolina, pastor, Renacer Fellowship,
Lancaster, Pa., Nov. 1,
2016
Miner, Blaine, pastor,
Dixon, Ill., July 16
Short, Randall, from pastor,
Living Peace, Plymouth,
Mich., to pastor, Glendale,
Calif., July 17
Young, Glenn, pastor of
special ministries,
Hagerstown, Md., July 31
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Potluck

Connections

T

he jumble of cords, plugs, connectors,
adapters, and assorted chargers stared
silently up from the storage tote in which they

were efficiently packed, residue from a consuming culture.
Every time a new electronic device was purchased, the old
one was retired, save for the cords and connectors that dare
not be recycled or tossed out.
Over the years, I retained
numerous power cords, cables,
stereo and video plugs, telephone
wire, switches, and a broad
collection of electrical chargers and
adapters. To peruse the contents of
the tote is always a reminder that I
cannot recollect functional need for
most of it. Even the ubiquitous AC
Ken Frantz
adapters have long been separated
from their parent devices.
Why hang on to such an assortment of seldom-used
equipment? Who knows when one might have need for a
300ma charger or a boundary microphone with an outdated
plug? And what of the mini device with the missing stylus, or
the tri-headed AV cables, or the one thing that you should
know where it goes but cannot quite recall? To make matters
worse, in the past 10 years, the stash has only grown.
Persisting in keeping every potentially usable cord does

knowing that many of the previous ways of connecting to
God no longer are best tech. Characteristic of electronics
innovations of recent past, each day is a new day that must
stand, at least in part, on its own merits.
A friend recently asked why the innovative thought and
teaching of major seminaries in America does not seem to
filter down to the congregations they ultimately serve. It is
striking and somewhat discouraging that her observation
was so clearly on target.
Theologically there is nothing wrong with using reliable
and serviceable connectors for the understandings they
were designed for, or in frequent revisits to time-honored
and tested traditions and doctrine. To quell inquiries into

When it comes to religion, there are figurative drawerfuls of outdatedness.
not make sense on many fronts. Technology continues to
provide new and more efficient ways of connecting our
devices while relegating others to obscurity. What was
clearly cutting edge two or three years ago is now barely
holding its own with the latest standards. The fact that I
have never recycled, repurposed, or given away any of my
stash is a testament to idle consumptive practice.
When it comes to religion, there are figurative
drawerfuls of outdatedness. We cling to clichés of tradition
and methodology when new scholarship is called for, all
the while retreating to dark corners of sameness whenever
challenged. We use the excuse of a never-changing God in
the midst of ongoing revelation and evolution of both
planet and humankind—a contradiction to divine presence
for some—in order to avoid questions that unsettle.
We go to great lengths to sort through old tech,
32 Messenger October 2017

those traditions as seditious, however, is unfortunate.
There is something to be learned from even the most
contrary positions. Dynamic tension enables, driving us
forward in relation to the divine. On the other hand, if we
are content to spend endless hours rummaging through a
box of old connectors, that is also an option before us.
God lives outside the walls of the physical church
more than ever before. Will we seek out new ways to
connect to life’s sacredness, the kind that extends beyond
our Sunday gatherings? Hard-wired connections are no
longer givens. The leap from cable connectors to wireless
was inevitable. The changes coming to the church are just
as inescapable.
Ken Frantz is a non-salaried ordained pastor serving Haxtun (Colo.) Church of
the Brethren. He writes regularly for the South Platte Sentinel in Sterling, Colo.,
where this essay first appeared.
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Something
is coming!
www.inglenookcookbook.org

Emmanuel: Scripture fulfilled

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me and has anointed me to:
- bring good news to the poor,
- proclaim release to the captives,
- recover sight to the blind,
- let the oppressed go free,
- proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.
Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing”
(Luke 4:18-19, 21).
Find worship resources at
www.brethren.org/adventoffering
Advent Offering suggested date: December 17

Learn more about special offerings at www.brethren.org/specialofferings
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