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From the Publisher

W

ith this issue we welcome Messenger’s new
contributing editors, a group of leaders from across the
church who bring a range of experiences and points of view. All have written
for the magazine or for Brethren Press. Together they span about 3,000 miles
and almost six decades.
Eric Bishop is a college administrator from La Verne, Calif. Before his years
in the academic world, he served a stint as managing editor of Messenger. Last
year he wrote a Messenger article on his experience as
a black man in the Church of the Brethren.
Sandy Bosserman, an ordained minister from Peace
Valley, Mo., is a retired district executive. A frequent
writer, she is the author of a quarterly Bible study, two
devotionals, and other resources for Brethren Press.
Dana Cassell is pastor of Peace Covenant Church of
the Brethren in Durham, N.C. She blogs occasionally,
serves regularly as a guest leader at Brethren Volunteer
Service orientations, and assists with projects in the
Office of Ministry.
Wendy McFadden
Daniel D’Oleo is a leader in the Renacer movement
Publisher
and pastors Iglesia Cristiana Renacer in Roanoke, Va.
He is passionate about Hispanic ministry in the Church of the Brethren, and
has written articles on the topic in his local newspaper and in Messenger.
Emmett Eldred, from Hollidaysburg, Pa., is a student at Carnegie-Mellon
University. A member of the committee that planned the 2014 National Youth
Conference, he built on momentum there to found the Dunker Punks website.
Tim Harvey is pastor at Oak Grove Church of the Brethren in Roanoke, Va.
Moderator of the 2012 Annual Conference, he is the author of several titles for
Brethren Press and numerous articles for Messenger.
Bob Neff is professor emeritus of Old Testament at Bethany Theological
Seminary, former general secretary of the Church of the Brethren, and president emeritus at Juniata College. Among his writings are five Covenant Bible
Studies. He works at the Village at Morrisons Cove in Martinsburg, Pa.
In addition to giving us advice, these people will write essays for both the
online and print editions of Messenger. One specific place is the last page of
the magazine, renamed “Potluck.” At a potluck, each person brings a contribution for the good of all. Some of the food is different from what we cook at
home, but that’s what makes it interesting.
You can bring something to the table too. Read the articles in Messenger
and tell us what you think by writing a letter to the editor. Send your homecooked contribution to messenger@brethren.org.
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Ted & Co.

InTouch

Ted Swartz films a video to promote a
new partnership with congregations
to raise money for Heifer International.

Churches host 12 Baskets and a Goat

Congregation Close-Up

T

wo Church of the Brethren congregations hosted the new Ted &
Co. production, 12 Baskets and a Goat,
in 2015. The Global Mission and Service office of
the denomination is seeking more congregations
to host future events.
The comedy production is a cooperative venture
to raise funds for Heifer International. Between
them, the two events at West Charleston Church of
the Brethren in Tipp City, Ohio, and Elizabethtown
(Pa.) Church of the Brethren raised enough funds
to support two complete Heifer Arks.
West Charleston: Ted & Co. helped West
Charleston Church of the Brethren raise funds for
Heifer International. Many persons worked
together to create an evening of support for Heifer
that brought Ted & Co. of Harrisonburg, Va., to a
crowd of nearly 200 people from the West
Charleston Church and surrounding community of
Tipp City, Ohio.
More than two dozen gift baskets were assembled, children’s classes gathered their change, and

several Hispanic families of the congregation even
spent a day making tamales which they sold to coworkers and friends, donating $500 toward the
total cost of bringing the show to town. In the end
a grand total of $7,345.76 was raised, which easily
bought a Gift Ark of animals and much more.
Having some “seagoing cowboys” within the congregation’s history made the support of Heifer
International that much more special.
—Nancy Sollenberger Heishman

Elizabethtown: Ted & Co. performed for a full
house at Elizabethtown Church of the Brethren on
Nov. 22. Spirits were high in anticipation of the
debut performance of 12 Baskets and a Goat.
Admission was free, but many attendees came bearing baked goods for auction during the show.
Homemade breads, including many special family
recipes, piña colada muffins, best-ever sugar cookies, chocolate cupcakes, pumpkin rolls, and many
other treats added to the “flavor” of the auction.
Proceeds from the auction plus donations totaled
$6,689. With the goal of addressing hunger near and
far, the total was split between Heifer International
and the Community Cupboard food bank of
Elizabethtown, each receiving $3,344.50. People
came prepared to laugh, encounter the gospel in a
new and moving way, and support charities addressing hunger near and far. The event addressed hunger, in that if we share, there is more than enough
for all to be fed. That’s the theology of the basket!
—Pamela A. Reist

Do you have district or congregational stories that might be of interest to Messenger? Short items with a photo are
best. Send them to Messenger, c/o In Touch, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or messenger@brethren.org.
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InTouch
Photo courtesy of Richard E. Frantz

Members of the Little
Swatara congregation help
prepare the field, plant the
potatoes, and harvest the
potatoes for the project.

Raising potatoes for the hungry

T

he missions and evangelism ministry team at Little Swatara
Church of the Brethren in Bethel, Pa., has
decided that one way to help needy people is to use
some of the church’s land to grow food. The team

Photo courtesy of Richard E. Frantz

From dead wood to
enlivened spirits
Nelda and Dana Snider from
Middlebury (Ind.) Church of the
Brethren cut and split firewood
from dead ash trees in the community to help two church families in
need make ends meet. A third family purchased unsplit wood, raising
$600 for the Nigeria Crisis Fund.
In all, 22 loads were cut. “It was

decided to begin raising potatoes in 2015. Many members help with the local food pantry every month, and
personally see those who need food. Usually 85 to 125
families come to the food pantry each month.
A member who farms the church’s land prepared
the field. Another member used his tractor to make
the rows. Ten people cut and dropped the potatoes to
plant the field. During the summer, members cultivated and hoed the potatoes. At the end of August, a
member used his tractor and potato digger, and 13
people harvested 22 banana boxes full of large potatoes. Half of the potatoes were donated in September
and the other half in October.
The church seeks to obey Christ’s message, “As
you’ve done it unto the least of these, my Brethren,
you’ve done it unto me.” —Richard E. Frantz

also a good forest stewardship
move as well,” said Dana Snider.
“Not bad for two 82-year-olds!”

Walking for Heifer
in Kokomo
“Who would have imagined when
we began planning this year’s
Heifer International walk that we
would be blessed with such a generous response?” said an article in

Nelda Snider with
a load of ash wood
that she and husband, Dana Snider,
split to help make
ends meet for two
families in need.

Dana Snider
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the newsletter of Kokomo (Ind.)
Church of the Brethren. The
church had hoped to raise around
$3,000 at the walk, but received
donations of $4,819.13.
That amount came so close to
the amount needed to donate a
complete Heifer Ark—which at the
cost of $5,000 includes two water
buffalo, two cows, two sheep, two
goats, along with bees, chicks, rabbits—that the church board decided to hold a Brethren Service Cup
Sunday to raise the $180.87. The
special offering received more than
enough for a grand total of
$5,150.04.
Sandra Sarber reported that
among the walkers were two in
their 80s, a two-year-old who was
pushed in her stroller, another
wheeled “walker,” and a sixth grader from the local middle school
whose pledges exceeded $400.

The Exchange

IMB Phot
o Coll
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n

“Once, the Mediterranean Sea was
called ‘the lake of peace.’ Today, we
find it is a lake of tears, fears, and
dangers. The Mediterranean exodus
highlights the failure of the
international community—the failure
not just of European countries but of
Arabs as well.”
—Tarek Mitri, speaking at the Jan. 18-19 conference on the refugee and
migrant crisis in Europe, held in Geneva, Switzerland, and co-sponsored by
the World Council of Churches and three United Nations (UN) agencies,
UNICEF, UNFPA, and UNHCR.

Our world in crisis: United Nations reports

The number of displaced people by selected
home country, as of the end of 2014:

unprecedented numbers of displaced people. Of
the 59.5 million people displaced from their homes
around the world, as of the end of 2014:

30 million are children
38.2 million are internally displaced
19.5 million are externally displaced (refugees)
1.8 million seek asylum

Ukraine

Colombia

Source: UNHCR Global Trends report 2014, published June 18, 2015.
Statistics from the UNHCR in mid-2015.

“Reach out with hospitality and
welcome to those in our own
communities who have entered
the United States in search of
refuge from persecution,
violence, and threats to their
lives and their faith.”
—"Resolution on Christian Minority Communities,"
2015 Annual Conference

Syria

1,075,736

Afghanistan
3,703,376

11,597,748

6,409,186

Iraq
4,104,175

Nigeria
1,379,051

South
Sudan
2,465,442

“As we turn, with Jesus, toward
the self-giving love of his cross,
we turn our lives over to God’s
purpose. We trust in the
transforming power of the Holy
One who empties all kinds of
tombs and raises their residents
from all sorts of death.”
—Chris Bowman, Let Us Also Go: Devotions for Ash Wednesday Through Easter
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Reflections

Just Christians
C

alled To Be Just Christians” is based
on Matthew 5:1-12 and 25:33-45.
As we sit with a time of protests and calls for
“justice” in our communities and our world, there is no
better time to reflect on what justice means.
Because I am an educator at heart, I find the best way
to learn is through conversation
and dialogue. So I hope to talk
about being “Just Christians,” in
both senses of the word. If we want
to call ourselves Christians, to just
be Christians, then we must model
our lives and our attitudes after
Christ. The very name “Christian”
means being Christ-like.
Living a Christ-like life can be
Eric Bishop
uncomfortable and uneasy. To walk
with the disenfranchised and give
comfort to the afflicted is sometimes uncomfortable. And
yet, we are also called to be Just Christians, and seek and
provide justice whenever and wherever it is appropriate.
Providing justice is neither comfortable nor easy.
But since when did being a Christian mean comfort
and ease? Shielding the meek is scary. So too is calling out
injustices we see. Not just the big ones, but the everyday
ones that exist in our communities.
So let’s begin the dialogue and conversation about being called to be Just Christians. What are your stories of
being just a Christian and being a Just Christian? When
have you or your congregations walked with the poor in
spirit, or the mourners, or the meek, or the hungry? When
have you worked with the merciful, or been enlightened

by the pure of heart? When have you been peacemakers or
represented the persecuted? Or better yet, when have you
fed the hungry, or given a drink to the thirsty? When did
you welcome a stranger and take care of the sick, or visit
those in prison?
I know that, because we are Brethren, the stories are
out there. And I know that, because we are Brethren, we
don’t talk about what we do. But we are called to talk
about it. Sharing our stories may inspire others to just be
Christian, or be a Just Christian.
Eric Bishop was moderator of the 2015 Pacific Southwest district conference,
which had the theme “Called To Be Just Christians.” A member of La Verne
(Calif.) Church of the Brethren, Bishop works at Chaffey College and is a lecturer
at the University of La Verne. He recently completed a term on the Annual
Conference Program and Arrangements Committee.

To walk with the disenfranchised and give comfort
to the afflicted is sometimes uncomfortable.
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Chris Detrick

Stan Noffsinger speaks at
the National Young Adult
Conference.

Bringing
a Brethren voice
Stanley J. Noffsinger’s term as general secretary
by Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford

W

hen Stanley J. Noffsinger’s term
as general secretary of the Church
of the Brethren came to an end in midFebruary, he had completed almost 13 years in the position.
His term began in 2003, just a few years into the 21st
century, and less than two years after the tragedy of the
terror attacks of 9/11.

Noffsinger’s leadership of the denomination was
marked by intense ecumenical activity, resulting in
arguably the highest ecumenical and international profile
for the Church of the Brethren since the heyday of
ecumenism in the 1950s and ’60s. He made it a priority to
refocus Brethren energy on peacemaking and advocacy,
and his work was one factor in a groundbreaking
Messenger March 2016 7

2003
Right: Noffsinger was one of
the speakers at the opening
event of the Church of the
Brethren’s 300th anniversary
celebration in 2008, held at
Germantown Church of the
Brethren in Philadelphia, Pa.

Glenn Riegel

Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford

Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford

Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford

Noffsinger in the audience at the taping of the nationally televised Church of the Brethren Christmas
Eve Service in 2004, which aired on CBS stations
across the country. The service was filmed in
Bethany Seminary’s Nicarry Chapel.

A major organizational accomplishment of Noffsinger’s term was the merging of
the former General Board with the Association of Brethren Caregivers Board to
create the Mission and Ministry Board. Noffsinger is shown here with former ABC
board chair Eddie Edmonds, who went on to serve as Mission and Ministry Board
chair after the merger. At right is Dale Minnich, who also served as a chair of the
Mission and Ministry Board.

leadership role for Brethren in the new theological
concept of “just peace.” Among the high points of his term
as general secretary was the 2008 celebration of the
Church of the Brethren’s 300th anniversary.
There were valleys to offset the high points, however.
Noffsinger was part of a number of difficult decisions over
the years, including placing a “for sale” sign on property at
the Brethren Service Center in New Windsor, Md. During
8 Messenger March 2016

his tenure, the denominational staff suffered several layoffs,
and there was a steady decline in giving to church
ministries alongside a continued decline in denominational
membership. Particularly difficult was the eruption of
controversies related to the differences of opinion among
Brethren about sexuality.
Most recently, Noffsinger led the American Brethren in
supporting the Nigerian Brethren during a time of

Glenn Riegel

Noffsinger
preached and gave
presentations at
congregations,
districts, and other
venues throughout
his tenure as
general secretary.
This is a selfie he
took with Staunton
(Va.) Church of the
Brethren.

Right: Noffsinger
(at left) chats with
ecumenical guests
and other Brethren
leaders at the 300th
anniversary event
in Schwarzenau,
Germany, in 2008.
courtesy of Carl and Roxane Hill

Glenn Riegel

Above: Attending denominational
conferences is one of the activities of
the general secretary. Here Noffsinger visits with Roy Winter during a
National Youth Conference picnic.

Noffsinger visiting in
Nigeria with Samuel Dante
Dali, president of Ekklesiyar
Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN,
the Church of the Brethren
in Nigeria).

unprecedented persecution. The Church of the Brethren
started the Nigeria mission in 1923, out of which grew the
independent Nigerian denomination Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a
Nigeria. When it became clear that EYN was facing the
most dire situation ever experienced by Brethren in the
movement’s 300-year history—the Boko Haram insurgency
by Islamist extremists—the American church initiated its
largest-ever disaster relief effort, the Nigeria Crisis

Response, raising millions of dollars to support that
ongoing work.
At the 2015 Annual Conference, Noffsinger’s service to
the church was recognized with a presentation to the
delegate body and a reception. Among the speakers was
district executive David Shetler, who summed up
Noffsinger’s role with these words: a lookout, a prophetic
watchkeeper, and a voice of peace.
Messenger March 2016 9

Below: During a plenary
session on just peace at the
World Council of Church's 10th
Assembly in South Korea in
2013, Noffsinger was onstage
and addressed the delegate
body on behalf of the peace
churches. Right: Noffsinger and
others who were part of the
peace plenary are surrounded
by peace signs during a photo
session after the event.
Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford

James Krabill of the Mennonite Mission Network

Donna March

Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford

Noffsinger (front row, second from
right) in a group photo of the staff of the
Church of the Brethren in 2013.

During a trip to Nigeria to
assess the crisis response
effort and visit with
church leaders, Noffsinger
encourages a young woman
who came to a distribution
of relief goods, seeking help.
At left is Rebecca Dali, head
of a Nigerian nonprofit aid
group called CCEPI.
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courtesy of Carl and Roxane Hill

Above: At the WCC Assembly
in South Korea, Noffsinger
consults with Fernando
Enns, a German Mennonite
theologian and a leader in the
movement for adoption of
the “just peace” concept in
ecumenical circles.

2015
courtesy of Rebecca Dali

Noffsinger (standing at
center back, in red shirt)
poses with a group of relief
workers in Nigeria, including
Nigeria Crisis Response staff
and volunteers, and staff of
the Nigerian nonprofit aid
organization CCEPI.
courtesy of Carl and Roxane Hill

Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford

Above: Armenian Orthodox archbishop Vicken
Aykazian greets Noffsinger. During Noffsinger’s
term as general secretary, Brethren marked the
100th anniversary of the denomination’s groundbreaking aid effort for survivors of the Armenian
genocide that started in 1915.

Noffsinger was the featured
speaker at the EYN Majalisa,
or annual conference, in 2015.

Noffsinger’s term as general
secretary saw a renewed interest
in the Middle East, and a new
effort to acquaint denominational
leaders with the situation of
Christians living in Israel and
Palestine. He was part of a joint
Church of the Brethren and
American Baptist delegation to
Israel and Palestine.
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Refugee Response

UNHCR/ M. Hofer cc flickr.com/unhcr

Syrian women
wait in line at a
registration center
just outside Arsal,
Lebanon.

Called to love
the enemy
Lebanese Christians
welcome Syrian refugees
by Roy Winter

T

he pastor of the Lebanese church
said he and his congregation “feel
called to love them (Syrian refugees).” He
added, “I was in the civil war and fought against the Syrian
army, our enemy.”
As I traveled through Lebanon I kept hearing this same
message, from people called to love those who harmed
their families. The Syrian forces were cruel to the
Lebanese people throughout their occupation of Lebanon

12 Messenger March 2016

from 1976 to 2005. Now, 10 years later, 1.5 million Syrian
refugees are in the small country of Lebanon, which has
only 4.5 million citizens. Even with this history of a
40-year occupation, groups of faithful Lebanese are challenging the country’s leadership, and challenging larger
Christian and Muslim bodies by proclaiming they have
been touched by God and feel called to love and care for
the “enemy” Syrians. At times these strong words were
difficult for a westerner to fully understand, but the move-

UNHCR/ M. Hofer cc flickr.com/unhcr

A Syrian family finds
refuge in what had previously been a wedding
hall in Arsal, Lebanon.

ment of God in these people—seemingly impossible to
me—was one of many surprises on this trip.
Another big surprise was how invisible this huge influx
of Syrian refugees was, even as they now represent more
than 25 percent of the total population of Lebanon. With
my experience in other disasters and crisis situations, I was
sure we would see refugee camps of some sort, and highly
visible relief efforts underway. But once again it was an
opportunity to learn: with the complicated history of the
Syrian occupation, and a half million Palestinian refugees
from decades ago, the Lebanese government is unwilling to

Brethren are working on the refugee crisis

I

n some of the hotspots of
the worldwide crisis
of human displacement, the
Church of the Brethren has been
helping to make a difference—from
the Middle East to Haiti to Nigeria.
In the Middle East, where hundreds of thousands of refugees from
Syria have been seeking shelter in
neighboring countries, as well as in
Europe and North Africa, Brethren
Disaster Ministries has been directing grants to aid refugees. As early as
2012, grants from the Emergency
Disaster Fund (EDF) have aided
Syrian refugees. As of January 2016,
the Church of the Brethren has given
$108,000 in grant money to provide
aid through church-related humanitarian organizations active in the
Middle East and Europe, including
the ACT Alliance and International
Orthodox Christian Charities. In late
2015, a trip to Lebanon by Brethren

UNHCR/ M. Hofer cc flickr.com/unhcr

Disaster Ministries executive Roy
Winter led to the most recent grant,
$50,000 to a local agency partnering
with churches to assist Syrian and
Palestinian refugees.
In the Dominican Republic, where
people of Haitian descent are being displaced and deported to Haiti, Iglesia de
los Hermanos (the Church of the
Brethren in the DR) is working to naturalize ethnic Haitians and help them
stay in the country. As of late 2015, the
DR Brethren had helped register more
than 450 people of Haitian descent for
naturalization. The Church of the
Brethren provided financial support to
the effort through grants from the EDF
and Global Mission and Service.
In Nigeria, where the crisis caused
by the Boko Haram insurgency has
displaced hundreds of thousands
from the northeast of the country, the
Church of the Brethren is partnering
with Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria

(EYN, the Church of the Brethren in
Nigeria) and other organizations to
aid the displaced. This Nigeria Crisis
Response is directed by Church of the
Brethren staff Carl and Roxane Hill.
It is a multi-pronged project that
combines meeting basic needs for
food, water, and shelter, with trauma
healing, education, and livelihoods.
Brethren congregations and individuals have given millions of dollars
toward the Nigeria response.
In the US, the Church of the
Brethren encourages its members to
become involved in the refugee resettlement efforts of other faith-based
organizations such as Church World
Service. That support ranges from
refugee sponsorship to financial and
material donations to a variety of
ways to help refugees understand and
integrate into their new environment
(see www.brethren.org/refugee).
The Office of Public Witness and
the General Secretary’s Office have
added an advocacy element to the
church’s work on this crisis, including statements and Action Alerts calling for acceptance of more refugees
into the US, publicizing the crisis in
Nigeria, and calling for a nonviolent
diplomatic solution for Syria.

Messenger March 2016 13

Refugee Response
Eoghan Rice / Trócaire cc flickr.com/trocaire

allow refugee camps or large-scale international relief.
Instead, Syrian refugees have to rent places to live. Often
several families lives together in a single room in a slum.
In these desperate conditions, in a hostile land, the
Syrian refugees are surprised to find aid from small
Christian churches—from Christians, whom they have
been taught to fear.
Which leads to the next surprise: how God is working
in and among the Syrian people. Most of the aid is being
received without expectation, simply given in Christian
love. Syrian people I met in Lebanon shared with me how
God is working in their lives and the clear calling to follow
Jesus. They reported answered prayers and dreams of
Jesus, all in ways that are surprising to the Lebanese people as well. There are now Syrians leading small-group

Addressing the question of security
by Jesse Winter

I

t is very important to address the matter of safety
and security in the midst of
such a complex refugee crisis, but
there are important details about the
refugee admission process that often
go unheard in current discussions.
The vetting process for refugees
requesting admission into the United
States is long and thorough, taking
anywhere between 18 and 24
months. Each refugee is vetted
through more than seven security
checks, including biometric tests,
medical screenings, and in-person
interviews with Department of
Homeland Security officials.
This process is extremely effective.
Of the 784,000 refugees resettled in
the US since Sept. 11, 2001, only 3
have been arrested for planning (not
succeeding in) terrorist activities.
Only one of the plans targeted the US,
and even then it was unsophisticated.
On the other hand, refusing to
accept refugees actually poses the
greater security risk. Denying thousands of people the right to safety
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would be a massive recruiting tool for
ISIS, fuel American resentment, and
make us far, far less safe.
The decision to accept or refuse
entry to refugees is a moral one. If
refugees are allowed to enter the US,
maybe we are morally responsible for
potential damage they cause. But we
certainly are morally responsible for
those who die because we refused to
offer refuge.
Historically the Church of the
Brethren has supported refugees.
For example, a 1982 Annual
Conference statement finds theological support throughout the Bible for
aiding refugees, including the story
of Moses and the wandering
Israelites:
World Bank photo collection cc flickr.com/worldbank

“[A]fter the account of Moses
leading the Israelites from Egypt,
there is the command again and
again to be good to the alien,
sojourner, immigrant, or refugee in
your midst, ‘for remember that we
were sojourners, aliens in the land of
Egypt.’ (See Exodus 22:21; Leviticus
19:13-34; Deuteronomy 10:11; 1:16;
24:14; 24:17; 27:19.)”
Providing a safe haven for this
extremely vulnerable population
has scriptural basis, and we cannot
let fear limit the breadth of our
compassion.
Jesse Winter is a peacebuilding and policy associate
at the Church of the Brethren Office of Public Witness in Washington, D.C., where he serves through
Brethren Volunteer Service.

Bible study in rooms full of their fellow refugees.
I was in such wonder, I asked Lebanese seminary professors if what we heard was common in the Middle East.
Repeatedly I heard that this is different, this is a time in
Lebanon akin to the church we find in the book of Acts.
The Lebanese Society for Education and Social
Development (LSESD) hosted me on the trip and is coordinating this response with local churches. The staff
report a significantly increasing crisis as international aid
for refugee food programs is decreased. This is alarming,
considering 89 percent of Syrian refugees in Lebanon are
food-insecure. In response, Brethren Disaster Ministries
has developed a new partnership with LSESD to support
more than 20 relief projects across Lebanon, Syria, and
Iraq. An initial $50,000 grant is being directed from the
Church of the Brethren’s Emergency Disaster Fund to
help LSESD provide:

•

food assistance every month for thousands of families;

•

health care for more than 4,000 patients;

•

milk and diapers for families with small children;

•

winterization kits, including blankets and mattresses;

•

education, through formal and informal programs for
hundreds of Syrian children;

•

trauma support, including child-friendly spaces in
Lebanon and Syria, and monthly psychological support service and gender based violence programming.

Brethren Disaster Ministries plans to continue this partnership over the next several years, and anxiously waits to
see how God works through this crisis.
Roy Winter is associate executive director of Global Mission and Service and
Brethren Disaster Ministries.

‘‘

In these desperate conditions, in a hostile land, the Syrian
refugees are surprised to find aid from small Christian churches—
from Christians, whom they have been taught to fear.

World Bank photo collection cc flickr.com/worldbank

Syrian refugee children in the Ketermaya
refugee camp, outside
Beirut, Lebanon
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Refugee Response

A camp of refugees and
migrants in Calais—known
as the Jungle—houses some
7,000 people in temporary
accommodation. There is no
official support for the camp,
but people arriving there are
supported by networks of
volunteers with donated food,
clothing, and medical aid.

One refugee’s story

from Syria
to France
Photos and story by Sean Hawkey

A

zad* is a refugee from the north of
Aleppo, Syria, and is currently in the
Jungle camp in Calais, France.
“It’s hard here,” says Azad, and then falls quiet. “People
are hungry, cold, afraid, and we can’t do anything.” He’s
sitting cross-legged on the floor of a small shelter.
There are nearly 7,000 people in the camp. They are
fleeing war, repression, economic collapse, and climate
change in countries such as Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan,
Palestine, Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Somalia.
“We have to delete our memories, and the dead cannot
come back to life,” says Azad, “but we still have hope of a
new beginning, a different future, the end of the war in
Syria. That’s all we want for the new year.”
Azad sleeps on the floor of this shelter with four other
men. They sleep huddled together. It’s a tiny space, and
it’s cold. His story is not unusual in the camp. It was hard
to get out of Syria, then he traveled through Turkey, across
the Aegean Sea in an unstable inflatable, and then through
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Europe, never feeling safe, never feeling welcome. The
trip took weeks. Many people do much of the journey on
foot, losing a lot of weight on the trip.
Azad reflects on it all and says that “even with all the
violence from the French police, even with the mud and
the cold and the hunger and the unhealthy conditions, it’s
better here than in Aleppo, and it’s better than in Turkey.”
“There is fighting in my area, people are shot with rifles,
with missiles, with rockets. Jabhat Al Nusrah [the
Al-Nusrah Front] is there. I saw on the news that there is
fierce fighting in my area today. We don’t know when it will
stop. If ISIS catch me they will immediately behead me,
first of all because I am Yazidi, and because I am Kurdish.”
In Calais there is increasing hostility against the refugees, brutality from the police is frequent, and local rightwing groups slash the tires of volunteers who help refugees. Many of the refugees give accounts of being beaten
by police, bitten by police dogs, beaten by lorry drivers.
Volunteer nurses in the camp testify to treating hundreds

of new injuries in the camp on a daily basis, as well as scabies and respiratory diseases that are hard to control in
the overcrowded and cold conditions.
There is no drainage, so when it rains, the camp turns
into a mudbath. There are no houses. Most people live in
tents, under tarpaulins, or in small wooden shelters. There
are few toilets, and a few standpipes—only installed after
Doctors Without Borders won a court case against the
French government requiring that the government fulfill
its obligation to provide the most basic sanitation.
The British government has spent seven million pounds
on building fences in Calais to keep refugees away from
the port that is an hour
and a half from the UK
port of Dover. Large areas
of Calais are now surrounded by high double
fences with razor wire,
guarded by thousands of
police with dogs. Local
hotels are filled with
policemen brought in
from all over France.
No one in the camp can work; there are no jobs for illegal refugees. So people are spending any savings they
brought with them. Those who don’t have savings are
entirely dependent on donations.
In most refugee camps that are legal and recognized
there is provision of shelter and food from governments,
groups such as the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
such as Oxfam and Christian Aid. But in the illegal camps
like the Jungle, most NGOs will not provide support
because it would affect their government funding. As a
result, the refugees are largely dependent on donations
provided by the public, through unofficial charitable
groups and churches.

‘‘

We have to delete our memories, and the dead
cannot come back to life, but we still have hope of a
new beginning, a different future, the end of the war
in Syria. That’s all we want for the new year.”
What’s the solution? Azad replies that “anyone who can
get away from the violence has to do that—you can’t stay
and wait to be killed. When the violence stops you’ll stop
the refugees, and we’ll go back. The solution for refugees
now? That’s easier, it’s a political decision. If they knew
what it’s like there and what it’s like here, they’d help us.
We need governments to help us.”
* Azad’s name has been changed by his request.
Sean Hawkey is a photographer and journalist in the UK. Hawkey spent three
days in the end of December 2015 in the Jungle with refugees from war-torn
countries, and with volunteers from Care4Calais who provide humanitarian
support. This article was first published by the World Council of Churches, an
ecumenical fellowship of churches promoting Christian unity in faith, witness,
and service for a just and peaceful world. The Church of the Brethren is a
founding member of the WCC.

During a distribution
of food in the Jungle, a
queue of people wait for
a chance to get a package
of food being distributed
by Care4Calais volunteers.
The food was a donation
from a church in the UK.
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A river
of death

Despair at the Dominican border of Haiti
Photos and story by Andreas Boueke

G

ustavo Lendi, founder and pastor of
the newest congregation of Iglesia
de los Hermanos (the Church of the
Brethren in the Dominican Republic), had to study all
weekend for his Greek exam on Monday. Thus, he did
not have much time to prepare his sermon for the Sunday
evening service in the small wooden church in San Luis, a
poor neighborhood on the outskirts of Santo Domingo, the
Dominican capital. Pastor Gustavo decided to improvise
and speak about his latest visit to the western part of the
Dominican Republic: “Brothers and sisters,” he said, “often
times we forget how privileged we are.”
About 20 faithful church members were congregated on
cheap plastic chairs standing on a dirt floor. They live in the
huts around the church,
which are surrounded by
darkness. On most evenings there is no electricity for hours. The church
is illuminated by light
produced by a dieselmotor generator, which
is rattling right outside
the building.
Pastor Gustavo kept
on sharing his experienc-
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es with the congregation: “Last week I went to Pedernales, a
small town right next to the Haitian border.”
The Dominican Republic and Haiti are neighbors. The
two countries share the same island, but their culturally
very different societies have gone through separate stages
of development. The Dominican Republic is a poor country
that has been successful in taking economic advantage of
some of its natural resources and international tourism.
Parts of the Dominican society are thriving, and there is
hope for continuous economic growth.
Haiti, on the other hand, is the poorest country in the
western hemisphere, has often been struck by natural
disasters, suffers mismanagement, and has few prospects to
get out of a state of constant crisis.
“Last week I crossed into Haiti several times,” said
Gustavo Lendi, who himself is a Dominican of Haitian
descent. His grandfather came to San Luis in search of a
better future, working on the sugar fields of rich landowners. “I didn’t have to go far to reach the first of several
camps that have grown right next to the border. The name
of this camp is Parc Cadeau.”
Parc Cadeau is an unofficial camp, not organized by the
Gustavo Lendi, founder and pastor of the newest congregation in Dominican Republic, calls for his parishioners to help
refugees living along the border with Haiti.

United Nations, the Red Cross, or any
other national or international institution. The migrants themselves have set
it up. Hundreds of people brought cardboard, plastic bags, pieces of wood, and
trash to build their huts. They moved
into this valley of a contaminated river
in search of a place to live. But what
they found is a place to die.
The people of Parc Cadeau are the victims of the passivity
of Haitian lawmakers and new Dominican migration laws.
Over the past decades hundreds of thousands of Haitian
migrants have entered the Dominican Republic and found a
new home in this neighboring country. Many live in the DR
as third- or fourth-generation descendants of the original
Haitians ancestors who migrated there, but have never been
granted Dominican citizenship.
Eventually the Dominican government decided to regularize this situation. On Sept. 25, 2013, the Dominican
courts issued a ruling denying Dominican nationality to
children of undocumented migrants born or registered in
the country after 1929, and who do not have at least one
parent of Dominican blood. This came under a 2010 constitutional clause declaring these people to be either in the
country illegally or in transit.
People of Haitian descent and migrants and their children were given 18 months to get permanent permission to
stay in the DR and eventually gain Dominican citizenship.
But the applicants had to go through a lengthy and difficult
process, pay lawyers, and get papers from Haiti.
Much of this process was impossible for the poorest of

the poor—and there are many of those.
And much of the required documentation was impossible to obtain. People
who did not comply with the requirements before the end of the deadline
were obligated to leave the Dominican
Republic, and leave behind their homes
and livelihoods. Many fled the DR
because they were scared by a social
atmosphere heated up by racial tensions.
“They endure deplorable conditions,” said Pastor
Gustavo. “Never before have I seen something like this.
They have no food and drink dirty water.”
Dominican officials have declared a sanitary crisis for
the region. Dozens of people have died of cholera, but neither the Haitian nor the Dominican officials have reacted
adequately. There is a hospital close by the camp, in the
Haitian town of Anse-á-Pitres, but treatment is expensive.
“I met a girl, Brenda, 14 years old,” the pastor said. “She
is very bright and used to be a good student. But she had to
interrupt her studies in January when her family left the
Dominican Republic. Brenda does not know if she will ever
study again. Her grandfather was the first cholera victim in
Parc Cadeau. His daughter brought him to the hospital, but
the doctors charge 1,500 Dominican pesos for the treatment, more than $30. How should such a family get $30?
Two days later the grandfather died.”
Parc Cadeau is situated in a type of desert, almost without any source of income. There are no trees left. The
whole valley was deforested a long time ago. Some cactus
give a little shade. One of the ways a few men earn some
money is by digging up the roots of trees that once stood
here. They use them to make charcoal. Middlemen with big
trucks bring this cheap source of energy to the markets of
the Haitian capital Port-au-Prince. What is left in Parc
Cadeau is dirt and dust.
“It makes you sad to see the naked children,” moaned the
pastor. “They are hungry, they are starving. But in some way
it is even harder to see these weak men hitting big stones
against the old trunks of trees to get out the roots. If you take
out the roots, you take away the last hope.”
San Luis is one of the poorest areas in Santo Domingo.
But this evening the pastor made his people feel privileged
because of their access to clean water, because they have a
roof of corrugated iron that they can sleep under, because
they have an identity as Dominicans of Haitian descent, and
they have a future. Their fellow Haitians in Parc Cadeau
have none of this.
Andreas Boueke was a Brethren Volunteer Service worker in Nebraska 1989-1990.
He is German and majored in sociology and development studies in Berlin and
Bielefeld. For 25 years he has reported as an independent journalist from Central
America, where he is married to a Guatemalan lawyer. They have two children.
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BibleStudy

Purity, power, and good things

gone wrong
by Bob Bowman

Genesis 6:1-4

A truncated story
It is only four verses long, just a paragraph in modern
Bibles, which conveniently arrange the text into paragraphs instead of stacking one verse above another.
Genesis 6 is about Noah’s flood, but this paragraph
comes first and it brings me up short. I read that “sons of
God” took “daughters of man,” that the children born to
them were “Nephilim”—warriors of great renown, and that
at this time God shortened the potential life of humans to
120 years.
This paragraph is just a fragment. I don’t know what to
do with it. It looks like an introduction to the story of
Noah, yet it seems to have nothing to do with Noah or the
flood. The relationship between these “sons of God” and
the “daughters of man” is unclear. Was it good or bad? And
what is meant by “sons of God”? The verse about God
shortening the life span of humans makes me think it was a
punishment for something, but I don’t know what.
Some folks talk about the plain meaning of scripture.
And, truly some verses are plain enough. But many more
times I find no clarity in my reading. Even the verses that
are “plain” seem to hint at depths I cannot see.
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Serious Bible study, I remember, was never intended to
be an individual task. It is something best done in a community. And my community includes the vast conversation
about the Bible done by interpreters, commentators, and
scholars over the past two thousand years.

Cyril and purity
Cyril was archbishop of Alexandria from 412 to 444. He
wrote that these “sons of God” were people descended
from Seth, Adam’s third son. The “daughters of men,” he
said, were from the line of Cain. When the story is understood this way, it becomes a plea for ethnic or religious
purity.
Cyril was a bit of a fanatic about religious purity. That is
probably why he hounded John, archbishop of Antioch,
and Nestorius, archbishop of Constantinople, with such
venom and violence. Cyril was also responsible for the
murder of Hypatia, the brilliant female scholar and head of
the Neoplatonic school in Alexandria.
Cyril was not the first to see these verses describing
compromise with “worldly values.” In fact, a majority of
Christian interpreters in the first centuries believed these
verses represented a blurring of the distinction between
the ungodly “line of Cain” and the godly “line of Seth.”

I have wondered why institutions that began with the purest
of motives often end up creating havoc, chaos, and evil.

flood was preceded by the subjugation of the weak by the
powerful.
Now that is an interpretation that seems relevant today.
I can see the abuse of power in one example after another.
I can accept this interpretation, but perhaps there is even a
deeper one that I can add to it.

Good things gone wrong

Matthew Henry, a prolific biblical commentator, followed Cyril’s interpretation. He wrote that the sons of God
are good Christian believers and the daughters of men are
unbelievers. He says, “Believers must not choose a spouse
on the basis of looks alone, and not without counsel of others, and not among unbelievers.” It sounds like good
advice, but remembering what Cyril of Alexandria did with
that kind of interpretation makes me look for another
approach.

Rashi and power
Rashi is the nickname for Rabbi Shlomo ben Itzhaq, an
11th century scholar. His commentaries on scripture had a
powerful influence on both Jewish and Christian interpreters in the late Middle Ages. He found several times in
scripture where the phrase “sons of God” meant powerful
kings or other human “movers and shakers” of society.
They were people whose power often made them think of
themselves as practically divine.
Rashi’s interpretation of our four verses in Genesis 6
suggests that the women had no power to resist forceful
abduction by those powerful men. The powerful simply
took whomever they wanted even when, as Rashi said,
“they were already married.” In this understanding, the

Josephus was a Jewish writer who lived about the same
time as Jesus. His interpretation was that the phrase “sons
of God” refers to angelic beings of some kind. About 200
years before Josephus, the anonymous writer of a book
called The Book of Jubilees said that God sent to earth a
group of angelic beings called “The Watchers.” Their job
was “to instruct the children of men that they should do
judgment and uprightness upon the earth.”
These heavenly beings had responsibility to help
humanity. They were to teach humanity about political
organization, social justice, regard for the poor, fairness in
judgment, and all those qualities needed for harmonious
living. But, says Jubilees, the angelic powers themselves
were seduced by humans and they turned evil.
Of all the interpretations, this one speaks the most powerfully to me. In this interpretation, the “sons of God” represent the spiritual dimensions of those social, political,
commercial, religious, and psychic powers that dominate
our earthly existence. These social forces, in purest form,
are intended for our good, but they have been broken.
Human greed, lust, arrogance, and self-centeredness
have seduced the very systems established to save.
Institutions and systems ordained by God for the benefit of
humans actually end up enslaving and destroying humans.
Even churches are not immune.
I have wondered why institutions that began with the
purest of motives often end up creating havoc, chaos, and
evil. I also wonder at how many things I do with the best
of intentions fall far short of my aim, and sometimes even
pervert my intentions. At least, this most ancient interpretation of Genesis 6:1-4 is a good reminder of our responsibility to help repair the world.
An ordained minister, Bob Bowman is professor emeritus of religion at Manchester University, North Manchester, Ind.
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BookExcerpt

Love feast in
Llano Grande
by Jeanne Rhoades Smucker

Jeanne Rhoades Smucker was one year
old when she went to Ecuador with her
parents, Benton and Ruby Rhoades,
who were missionaries there until 1959.
Recently she returned to Llano Grande
to “look for that part of me that I left
behind when I left this community as a
child.” She reconnected with the place
and the people, especially her childhood
friend Mercedes. In this excerpt from
Llano Grande: Growing up as a Missionary Child in Ecuador, reprinted
here with permission of Hawthorne
Publishing, she and Mercedes recall their
baptisms and their first love feast.

O

n the morning before a baptism, two
barrels of water were placed over a fire to heat
the frigid water. Mom had helped me choose
a simple cotton dress to wear, and when it was my turn, I
stepped down into the lukewarm water and into my dad’s
hand. Gently he guided me into the center of the little pool
and, placing a hand on my head and another over my face,
he dunked me three times into the water. “En el nombre del
Padre, el Hijo y el Espiritu Santo. In the name of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Ghost.” In spite of my practice in the
bathtub the night before, the helplessness and fear of being
submersed filled me with wonder at the decision I had made.
As I emerged from the water, the little pump organ that had
been carried out to the baptismal pool began to play, and the
congregation gathered by the pool began to sing.
Día feliz, cuando escogí
Servirte, mi Señor y Dios;
Preciso es que mi gozo en Ti
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Lo muestres hoy con obra y voz
¡Soy feliz! ¡Soy feliz!
Y en tu favor me gozaré.
Oh, happy day, when I chose
To serve you, my Lord and God;
Precisely because of my joy in you
I show it now in words and deeds.
I am happy! I am happy!
And in your favor I rejoice.
In the evening of this modern day in Llano Grande, a dog
barks out on the street. A cool wind blows through the open
window as I reach for another handful of parched corn.
“Do you remember that it was you who prayed for me as
I came up from the water?” I ask.
“I don’t remember,” answers Mercedes.
“It was the custom that someone who was already
baptized would pray for the new member,” I say. “I will

Courtesy of Jeanne Rhoades Smucker

always remember that it was you who prayed for me
as I came up from the water.
"And, do you remember that, after we were baptized,
when we celebrated the Lord’s Supper, your mother said to
my mother, ‘This is our daughters’ first communion.’ First
communion was something so important in her Catholic
background, so it was special that we were taking our first
communion together.”
“Oh, yes,” she says. “Because back then we did not take
communion until we were baptized.”
Now, with my friend at my side again, I am taken back to
that first communion. The communion we celebrated that
evening was the traditional Church of the Brethren love
feast. Though I am now Mennonite, I am still drawn back
to the local Church of the Brethren on Maundy Thursday to
celebrate the love feast in the fashion I remember from that
first time in Llano Grande.
On that evening, the church benches had been pushed
to the sides of the sanctuary. In the center of the room
were two long tables with white tablecloths. Candles lit
the tables, and we spoke in hushed voices. Mercedes and I
found places beside each other on a bench at the women’s
table. After a light meal of “sop,” bread soaked in beef broth,
we listened to the reading from Luke 22. “Este es mi cuerpo,
que ahora es entregado por tí. This is my body broken for
you.” We smiled at each other as we broke the unleavened
bread and bit into it. “Este vino es mi sangre, derramado
por tí. This is my blood, poured out for you.” We sipped the
grape juice from the little communion cups.
It is a tradition in the Church of the Brethren to conclude the love feast with foot washing. John 13 says, “Jesus
got up from the table, took off
his outer robe and tied a towel around himself. Then he
poured water into a basin and
began to wash the disciples’

feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around
him. . . . He said, ‘You also ought to wash one another’s feet.
For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I
have done to you.’”
Basins of water and towels sat on the floor at the ends of
the tables. As I slipped off my shoes and socks, I looked at
the other feet around the table. Most were bare. So, following Jesus’s example, I knelt and washed the feet of my
friend, Mercedes.
Mercedes and I gather up the juice glasses and remaining parched corn and head to the kitchen. It is getting
late, and we have a busy day ahead tomorrow. We will be
walking through the community, visiting people and places
that I may or may not remember. We embrace and say good
night. Our feet will need the rest. These feet have walked a
long way together, and there is still more walking to do.
After growing up in Ecuador, Jeanne Rhoades Smucker did not get back until
2014, when she returned as a nurse with a Timmy Global Health medical brigade.
Since then, she has returned regularly with medical brigades and stayed on in
Llano Grande, the community where the Church of the Brethren started work in
the 1940s. Jeanne is the mother of four children and four grandchildren. She lives
in a suburb of Indianapolis.

About the BOOK
Llano Grande: Growing up as a Missionary Child in Ecuador (Hawthorne Publishing, 2015)
is available from www.brethrenpress.com.
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LivingSimply

Keith McDuffee / flickr.com

Simple joys
I
recently helped a friend pack before a
move and was impressed by how loosely she held
many of her possessions. When we went through her
closet, she pulled out a pile of clothes to donate. “They’re
not my style anymore,” she said. We filled two boxes
with books for the resale shop because, “If I haven’t read
it by now, I’m never going to.” In
her kitchen, she left a whole set of
knives for the incoming tenants who
she knew would need them. “All I
need is one great chef’s knife,” she
said, “and now is the perfect time to
upgrade.”
My friend’s mantra was simple:
She would take only the things she
Mandy Garcia
loved, so her new home would be
filled with things that brought her joy.
Having less “stuff” is freeing. Fewer possessions usually means less to worry about, cleaner space, less clutter,
and plenty of openness to comfortably think, learn, and
create. On the other hand, having few possessions is practical only if they are of a certain quality.
I’ve heard it said that plain-clothes Brethren spend a
fair amount of money on clothing because they buy quality wool suits. These folks are an excellent example of how
“plain” does not equal “cheap.” In the same way, spending
more on a purchase once is more efficient than spending
less and quickly replacing it. It’s similar logic that would
argue for supporting local businesses, farmers markets,
and small publishing houses (like Brethren Press), backing up your values with your dollars.
When my friend moved, the movers finished in three
short hours and she was completely unpacked 48 hours
after that. Her new space contains only simple possessions that remind her of loved ones, high-quality tools to
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do her best work, books that she regularly relies on, and
clothing that fits her and her style perfectly. Her space has
fewer things, but they were thoughtfully purchased and
are bringers of simple joys.

Mandy Garcia is a freelance writer living in Elgin, Ill.

Clean sweep
As we near the end of winter, take time to consider the
things that fill your space. If you were moving tomorrow,
what would you take with you? What have you forgotten about in your basement, attic, or garage that could
be sold or given away? Here’s a short list of ideas to get
you started:
• Start at the back of your closet and pull out anything you haven’t worn in a year or feel obligated
to keep. If your clothes don’t make you feel good,
donate them.
• Review your medicine cabinet, bathroom cupboards, and nightstand drawers. Toss expired
prescriptions, old lotion, empty bottles, and free
samples.
• Are there socks that you never wear because of
holes, or because they’re missing their mates?
Throw them out and buy some good socks that
won’t easily wear through.
• Read The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up, by
Marie Kondo, which was a source of much of my
friend’s inspiration.

NewslineDigest
Dale Minnich begins as
interim general secretary

New project site in response
to flooding in West Virginia

B

rethren Disaster
Ministries has started
a rebuilding project
site in southern West Virginia. The
staff have directed an Emergency
Disaster Fund (EDF) allocation of
$45,000 to start up the project, which
responds to flooding in 2015.
Brethren Disaster Ministries has
closed out its project site in Spotswood,
N.J., with help from an EDF allocation
of $25,000. Since January 2014
volunteers have done home repair
and rebuilding in Monmouth County,
N.J., most recently with Monmouth
County Long Term Recovery Group as
primary partner. Through March 2015
this project was funded by a grant from
the American Red Cross. With outside
funding options no longer available the
recovery group closed, and Brethren
Disaster Ministries closed out the
project in January.
The new project site is in Harts,
W. Va. The 2015 floods affected more
than 1,400 families in 32 counties
in the state, many in areas of high
unemployment and a high poverty

rate. An additional challenge is the
number of bridges and water crossings
that were damaged or destroyed.
Volunteers will help with home repair
and rebuilding, and a bridge project.

Brethren Disaster Ministries

The Mission and Ministry
Board appointed
Dale Minnich of
Moundridge, Kan.,
as interim general
secretary of the Church
of the Brethren, after
reaching an agreement
with Stanley J.
Noffsinger that he would conclude as
general secretary on Feb. 12.
Noffsinger had served nearly
13 years in the position. At the
2015 Annual Conference he was
recognized and thanked for his
service. “We have reached the stage
now,” said Mission and Ministry
Board chair Don Fitzkee, “where
we think it is mutually beneficial for
Stan and the board to move to an
interim leader. We remain grateful
for the servant leadership Stan has
provided for the church.”
Minnich has spent nearly 20
years on the denominational staff,
chaired the Mission and Ministry
Board 2009-2011, and most recently
has been a volunteer for the Haiti
Medical Project.

March 2016

Brethren Disaster Ministries staff
unload equipment at the new project
site in Harts, W. Va.

Preachers are announced for Annual Conference 2016
Preachers for the 2016 Annual Conference in
Greensboro, N.C., on June 29-July 3, are as follows: Moderator
Andy Murray will preach the opening sermon on June
29. Kurt Borgmann, pastor of Manchester
Church of the Brethren in North Manchester,
Ind., preaches June 30. Dennis Webb, pastor
of Naperville (Ill.) Church of the Brethren,
and a member of the Mission and Ministry
Board, preaches July 1. Dawn Ottoni-Wilhelm,
Brightbill Professor of Preaching and Worship
at Bethany Seminary, preaches July 2. J. Eric

Brubaker, a minister at Middle Creek Church of the
Brethren in Lititz, Pa., preaches the closing sermon July 3.
For more information: www.brethren.org/ac.
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A Syrian family living in a
refugee camp in Iraq.

Brethren funds distribute $127,958 including
$50,000 aid for Syrian refugee crisis in Lebanon

T

he staff at Brethren Disaster Ministries
have directed $50,000 from the Church of the
Brethren’s Emergency Disaster Fund (EDF) to support the Syrian refugee relief programs of Lebanese Society
for Education and Social Development (LSESD).
Other grants from the Global Food Crisis Fund (GFCF)
support a rabbit project in Haiti and fund assessment of
GFCF-sponsored projects in the Africa Great Lakes region.
Aid for Syrians in Lebanon: The now six-year
Syrian civil war has displaced nearly 10 million Syrians,
even as the other conflicts in the Middle East have
displaced millions more. Lebanon, which shares a long
border with Syria, now has 1.5 million Syrian refugees, and
another half million Palestinian refugees.
“Public officials are very reluctant to provide support to
these groups, and the government is unwilling to allow largescale international relief or the development of Syrian refugee
camps,” reported Brethren Disaster Ministries. “Most refugees
live in substandard housing with several other families and
without enough food, little medical care, and poor sanitation,

and the children are not able to attend school.”
LSESD has more than 20 relief projects across Lebanon,
Syria, and Iraq. Through support from LSESD, many
schools and educational programs have been started for
Syrian refugees. Monthly feeding programs, medical care,
winterization supplies, and trauma recovery programming
are reaching many in need.
This initial grant will provide monthly food packages
for displaced people in Lebanon, Syria, and Iraq, along
with health care, milk, and diapers for families with small
children; bedding; education for refugee children; trauma
recovery; social and psychological support programs; and
drinking water.
Africa Great Lakes: A GFCF grant of $4,900 funds an
evaluation of three projects in Rwanda, Burundi, and Democratic Republic of Congo, conducted by staff of Ebenezer
University of Minembwe.
Hares for Haiti: A GFCF grant of $3,058 pays for training events on rabbit production. Hares for Haiti is a ministry
of Juniper Community Missions.

Church of the Brethren signs letter supporting refugees
The Church of the Brethren,
through action of general
secretary Stanley J. Noffsinger
and the Office of Public Witness,
signed a letter to the US Senate
in support of Syrian refugees in
January. The letter opposed a piece
of legislation sent to the Senate by
the House of Representatives, the
American Security Against Foreign
Enemies (SAFE) Act, which later was
voted down by the Senate.

Post this page

The Church of the Brethren has a
longstanding position of welcome for
refugees, expressed in Annual Conference statements such as the 1982
“Statement Addressing the Concern of
Undocumented Persons and Refugees
in the United States,” and most recently the 2015 “Resolution on Christian
Minority Communities.”
The letter, organized by the
Refugee Council USA, was signed by
199 national organizations and 295

local organizations across the
United States. It opposed legislation
to stop resettlement of Syrian refugees
in the US.
“The world is witnessing the largest
refugee crisis since World War II,”
the letter said. “Syrian refugees are
fleeing exactly the kind of terror that
unfolded on the streets of Paris. They
have suffered violence just like this for
almost five years. Most have lost loved
ones to persecution.”

You are welcome to photocopy this page. For more Newsline stories and to subscribe to Newsline’s free e-mail news service go to www.brethren.org/news
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Manchester University establishes
endowed peace studies professorship

M

anchester University has reached a
$1.5 million goal to establish the Gladdys
Muir Endowed Professorship in Peace Studies.
In another new program, Manchester also has announced
that it will offer a certificate in interfaith literacy.

Courtesy of Manchester University

Certificate in interfaith literacy
Designed to address the challenges and dynamics of
a changing and increasingly diverse world, the new
certificate in interfaith literacy will help fulfill Manchester’s mission of graduating people “who draw upon their
education and faith” and the university’s values of faith,
learning, diversity, and community.
The proposal developed as a collaboration between
the philosophy and religious studies department and the
office of religious life, and will be jointly administered by
those two areas. The certificate has two primary learning
goals: that students will be able to articulate the main beliefs and practices of at least two religions other than their
own; and to speak intelligently and interact appropriately
with people of a different faith tradition.
Manchester University, located in northern Indiana
with campuses in North Manchester and Fort Wayne, is
grounded in the values and traditions of the Church of
the Brethren.
Anne Gregory works in media relations at Manchester University. Campus minister Walt Wiltschek
contributed to this report.

Courtesy of Manchester University

Gladdys Muir endowed professorship
Muir, who was a member of the Church of the Brethren,
launched the nation’s first undergraduate peace studies program at Manchester in 1948. Her groundbreaking
program, which examined issues of interpersonal conflict
and structural injustice, was so visionary that 23 years
passed before another US institution
followed her lead.
“Muir believed that if she planted
the seeds of creative nonviolence in the
hearts of her students, that they would
scatter those potent ideas across the
globe. Indeed, over the years, many
Manchester graduates have done just
that,” said Manchester president Dave McFadden.
Because it is an endowed fund, the principal will
remain invested, with the earnings intended to secure
the professorship in perpetuity. The university will seek
broad input to develop a job description and expects to
launch a national search in the second half of 2016.
“An endowed professorship is a prestigious achievement for us and aligns closely with our strategic priorities,” McFadden said. “Peace studies is distinctively Manchester. This new position will encourage scholarship
and effective teaching, and strengthen
our ability to educate students across
disciplinary boundaries.”
This milestone has been years in
the making. A peace studies advisory
council first recommended an endowed professorship in 1992. Major
support first came in 2002 from Lilly
Endowment Inc., through its Plowshares program, followed by many individual gifts from alumni and friends.
In the closing days of December
2015 and with $46,000 to go toward
the $1.5 million goal, an anonymous
donor offered to match, dollar for dollar, year-end gifts up to $25,000. The
goal was reached around 4:20 p.m. on

Dec. 31—with 40 minutes to spare.
“Manchester is deeply grateful to all of those people—
too numerous to name here—who nurtured the idea for
this professorship. I would, however, like to extend a
special thank you to my predecessor, Jo Young Switzer,
for shepherding this vision throughout her presidency,”
McFadden said.
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All aboard
Take a trip with the seagoing cowboys.
Through Peggy Reiff Miller’s expert prose and Claire Ewart’s luminous
paintings, learn the real-life story of seagoing cowboys who took livestock
to people suffering the effects of World War II. Thousands of men signed
up to serve. They returned with a wider view of the world around them.
Ship sets sail March 2016.
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Letters

A guide for your
stewardship journey
You probably wouldn’t go on a road
trip without a map or GPS device.

Cover to cover
Thank you SO MUCH for the
Messenger. It is read cover to cover.
We are inspired, challenged, humbled,
centered, irritated (not often, that’s
okay), and humored. Thanks, again.
Sharon Crossen
Beavercreek, Ohio

How about your finances – are you
on a path to meet your short- and
long-term goals? Becoming an
effective steward of your financial
resources can be a long journey.
Everence can help you develop a plan that reflects your faith and values.
It’s one way we’re doing better together.
(800) 348-7468
everence.com

Banking | Investing | Retirement | Financial Planning | Insurance | Charitable Giving
Everence offers credit union services that are federally insured by NCUA. Investments and other
products are not NCUA or otherwise federally insured, may involve loss of principal and have no
credit union guarantee. All products are not available in all states.
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Letters
Food for thought
We truly enjoy the Messenger. It
“feeds us” and inspires us. Thank you
for the wonderful articles.
Ellen and Ray Swihart
Sebring, Fla.

hands. I can take it with me, pick it
up, and put it down at will. I can take
it when I travel to help with the passage of time. I can take it to our cabin
where there is no computer. I do not
have a fancy phone or tablet or note-

book or whatever is needed for travel.
I enjoy Messenger and read it from
“cover to cover.” Please continue to
make the printed copy.

classifieds

It’s portable
I am one of the “oldsters” who enjoys
holding the printed Messenger in my
Send letters to Messenger, Attn: Letters,
1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 or email
messenger@brethren.org. Please include
hometown and phone number. Letters
should be brief, clear, and respectful of the
opinions of others, with strong differences
handled in the spirit of Matthew 18. Preference is given to letters that respond directly
to items in Messenger. Anonymous letters
will not be considered.

COMING to the West coast of Florida this winter? Need a church to worship in? We have
a place for you! Good Shepherd Church of the Brethren is located at 6323 13th Street Court East Bradenton, Florida. Service times are: Sunday School 9:15 AM, Worship 10:30 AM, and Wednesday 6:30
PM. We are 50 miles SOUTH of Tampa. For more information or directions, please call (941)-7580988 (Church) or Pastor Ken Davis (941)-713-0691 (cell). We look forward to seeing you HERE!
PROJECT DIRECTOR needed to oversee all aspects of Shine: Living in God’s Light, a multicomponent Sunday school curriculum for ages 3 through grade 8. Must have strong vision, planning,
and oversight skills. Responsibilities include editing and writing with theological depth, awareness of multicultural diversity, and commitment to inquiry-based learning. Strong understanding
of Christian education and curriculum is required. Full-time, salaried position for the duration of
the curriculum, projected to be four to five years. Contact searchcommittee@mennomedia.org.
Application review begins in March.

See your faith
come alive
This summer, join us for Immerse!,
where you can explore your faith and
immerse yourself in “the deep things of
God” (1 Cor. 2:10). The verses of the Bible,
places of Brethren history and land of the
Amish will all spring to life! Learn more
about yourself and more about about
Jesus—the Lamb of God, the Lion of
Judah, the Savior of all. Apply today,
then invite your friends!

June 22-29 in Elizabethtown, PA
Go to www.bethanyseminary.edu/Immerse
800-287-8822

Immerse! is for junior high students.
Learning sessions are taught by Bethany professors.
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Deann Daniels
Palmyra, Pa.

TurningPoints
Please send information
to be included in
Turning Points to Jean
Clements, 1451 Dundee
Ave, Elgin, IL 60120;
800-323-8039, ext. 320;
jclements@brethren.org.
Information must be complete in order to be published. Information older
than one year cannot be
published.

New Members
Bassett, Va.: Michael Amos,
Donna Martin, Cynthia
Shively
Chiques, Manheim, Pa.: Dave
Sletta
Dayton, Va.: Beth Chenault,
Joyce Smith
Ephrata, Pa.: Bev Leisey,
Bruce Leisey, Ryan
Burkholder, Emily
Burkholder, Keith Hall,
Emily Groff, Jennie Young,
Micaela Sensenig, Carly
Snyder
Fairview, Unionville, Iowa:
Miriam Mason, Chloe
Potter, Belinda Potter,
Hayden Brinegar, Rich
Burger, Gail Burger
Hope, Freeport, Mich.: Jacob
Davenport
Huntington, Ind.: Alena Miller
Indian Creek, Harleysville,
Pa.: Maria Serino, Susan
Keiper, Scott Grande,
Letitia Grande, Bryce
Mininger, Dottie Mininger,
Greg DeRosa, Karlene
DeRosa, Kevin DeRosa,
Kristen DeRosa
Keyser, W. Va.: Novella
Strickler, Mildred Guerin
Lancaster, Pa.: Marcial
Rivera, Iris Betsy Serrano
La Verne, Calif.: Michael
Fletcher, Becky Fletcher,
Dennis Short, Linda Short,
Rebecca Reagan, Matt Izu,
Jenny Y’Deen, Sherrill
Walker
Little Swatara, Bethel, Pa.:
David Brown, Renee
Brown, Pedro Sanchez,
Carol Sanchez, Michael
Kolbe, Sarah Kolbe
Lorida, Fla.: Robert
Chapman, Bertha
Chapman, Malan Morris
Middle Creek, Lititz, Pa.:
Heather Gladhill, Matthew
Gladhill, Brent Miller, Carl
Strausser, Gwendolyn
Strausser, Austin Balmer,
Miranda Baum, Brynn
Bollinger, Sally Bollinger,
Nathan Brubaker, Sara
Brubaker, Caden

Buckwalter, Aliyah
Diffenbach, Mariah
Diffenbach, Carter Forney,
Liz Himmelberger, Kyra
Horst, Kiersten Miller,
MacKenzie Miller, Aaron
Martin, Justin Stauffer
Mount Vernon, Waynesboro,
Va.: Bradley Shaw, Shirley
Pannell, Martin Truslow,
Gracie Truslow
Panther Creek, Adel, Iowa:
Sharon Andeberg, Marsha
Ganoe
Ridge, Shippensburg, Pa.:
Kay Baker, Hank Baker,
Amanda Rudisill, Lisa
Thomas, Harry Thomas
Ridgely, Md.: Paul Dodd,
Phyllis Dodd
Rossville, Ind.: Ava Burkle,
Ella Burkle, Baylee Best,
Hayden Best, Brodrick
Good, Sarah Hendrickson,
Beth Deboy, Gary Deboy,
Angela Gibson
Roxbury, Johnstown, Pa.:
Laura Krouse
Saint Petersburg, Fla.:
Jessica Rice
West Charleston, Tipp City,
Ohio: Canaan Gray, Elijah
Gray, Adaliah Gray,
Emanuel Bacón, Selvin
Bacón
Woodbury, Pa.: Joanne Clair,
Sydney Lingenfelter,
Jonathan Raab, Leah
Swanseen

Wedding
Anniversaries
Bowers, Robert and Marlene,
Knoxville, Md., 50
Bowman, Wilbur and Evelyn,
Polo, Ill., 65
Donahue, Leonard and
Marilyn, Callaway, Va., 55
Dummeldinger, Greg and
Georgann, Fort
Washington, Pa., 50
Fogle, Charles and Mary,
Frederick, Md., 55
Heath, Robert and Shirley,
Polo, Ill., 62
Kover, Virgil and Floy,
Lancaster, Pa., 66
Michael, Charles and Betty,
Kokomo, Ind., 50
Miller, Clay and Karen,
Lititz, Pa., 50
Nyce, Al and Betty Lou,
Harleysville, Pa., 55
Pennell, William and Grace,
Baltimore, Md., 65
Rule, Dean and Myrna,
Kokomo, Ind., 67
Smart, Bob and Sharon, New
Carlisle, Ohio, 50
Snipes, Paul and Robin, New
Carlisle, Ohio, 50

Deaths
Anderson, Bernice, 97, Elgin,
Ill., Jan. 2
Ayers, Larry, 81, Stuarts
Draft, Va., Nov. 13
Baker, Allen J., Sr., 95,
Loysburg, Pa., June 8
Barlow, Bruce W., 69,
Dayton, Va., Dec. 20
Barnhart, Freda Johnson, 94,
Springfield, Ohio, May 25
Baughman, Leanna, 84, La
Verne, Calif., June 8
Blake, Harlan E., 97, Leaf
River, Ill., Jan. 10
Blizzard, Eunice Gail, 77,
Harrisonburg, Va., Dec. 25
Bollinger, Gerald B., 70,
Ephrata, Pa., Dec. 27
Bower, Glenn R., Sr., 87, Big
Prairie, Ohio, April 17
Burkholder, John H., 90,
McPherson, Kan., Jan. 9
Carter, Marie Frances
Madagan, 93, Stephens
City, Va., Nov. 12
Circle, Cyrus A., 83, St.
Paris, Ohio, Feb. 1, 2015
Clark, Jack, 58, Desert Hot
Springs, Calif., Oct. 10
Clouse, Jack, 86, Bedford,
Pa., July 31
Coleman, Margaret Lucille
Raynes, 93, Grottoes, Va.,
Nov. 19
Conn, Bernon D., 69,
Somerset, Pa., Dec. 28
Crabill, Frances R., 88,
Newport News, Va., Nov. 10
Craun, Thelma Myers, 91,
Harrisonburg, Va., Dec. 22
Creech, Mary L. Frantom,
91, Tipp City, Ohio, Jan. 9
Dawes, Lowell E., 90, Adel,
Iowa, Sept. 12
DeCoursey, Wesley F., 97,
McPherson, Kan., Nov. 22
Erb, Chester R., 85, Roaring
Spring, Pa., Dec. 11
Flora, Corlene Mae Wine, 88,
Huntington, Ind., Aug. 13
Forry, Verna Mae Ziegler, 94,
Myerstown, Pa., Sept. 14
Garber, Christopher Wayne,
60, North Manchester,
Ind., Dec. 16
Gilmer, Grace A., 98, Adel,
Iowa, Dec. 13
Ginder, Ruth A. Gibble, 95,
Lancaster, Pa., Dec. 12
Gomola, John A., 92, Verona,
Pa., Dec. 20
Goodwin, Ruby P. Shirk, 93,
Mechanicsburg, Pa., Dec. 5
Gridley, Cecil D., 65, Clifton,
Kan., Jan. 6
Hansell, Lois Carper, 75,
Mountville, Pa., Dec. 27
Heien, Carl, 79, Centerville,
Iowa, Dec. 7
Hodges, Annabell, 81,

Vinton, Va., July 8
Hoover, Paul K., Sr., 93,
Gettysburg, Pa., Dec. 22
Hylton, L. Dale, 87,
Lancaster, Pa., Jan. 15
Kline, Donald Bane, 86,
Harrisonburg, Va., Dec. 24
Krape, John Edgar, 96, York,
Pa., Dec. 10
Leymaster, Ralph W., 92,
Waterloo, Iowa, Dec. 13
Luckenbill, Joyce L., 78,
Bernville, Pa., Dec. 23
Martin, Edna W., 101,
Treasure Island, Fla.,
Nov. 11
Matteson, Janet Kay, 75,
Bridgewater, Va., Dec. 14
McWilliams, Ruth, 102,
Pasadena, Calif., Sept. 25
Michael, Marianne K., 98,
Iowa City, Iowa, Dec. 17
Mize, Everelene T., 93,
Martinsville, Va., Dec. 13
Monteith, Sara Jane, 71,
Dixon, Ill., Dec. 14
Mosholder, Virgil C., 79,
Rockwood, Pa., Oct. 7
Murphy, Dixie Lee, 79,
South Bend, Ind., Dec. 8
Myers, Carl H., 74, Sinking
Spring, Pa., Sept. 5
Naff, Lillian Irene Mills, 85,
Boones Mill, Va., Nov. 19
Oates, James Phillip, 87,
Augusta, W. Va., Dec. 16
Owen, Gladys Goad, 88,
Salem, Va., Nov. 15
Peterman, Louise Lenker, 87,
Harrisburg, Pa., Dec. 13
Plank, J. Donald, 97,
Frederick County, Md.,
Jan. 11
Poling, Donald W., 74,
Moatsville, W. Va., Jan. 13
Rembold, Carol Marie, 73,
Keyser, W. Va., Dec. 19
Ringeisen, Thelma M.
Brubaker, 97, Kokomo,
Ind., Jan. 29, 2015
Root, Betty Jacqulene, 72,
Keedysville, Md., Oct. 19
Royer, Galen Reed, 59,
Modesto, Calif., Dec. 29
Rupel, Beverly S., 78, La
Verne, Calif., Nov. 21
Schoener, Sara Keeney, 96,
Myerstown, Pa., Dec. 3
Senese, Beryl M., 82, Ambler,
Pa., Dec. 21
Sheridan, Marie Shope, 90,
Eagleville, Pa., Dec. 31
Smith, Mary Catherine
Rogers, 87, Bridgewater,
Va., Jan. 9
Smith, Mary Valentine, 89,
Galveston, Ind., Oct. 14
Snell, Arthur R., 94,
McPherson, Kan., Dec. 9
Soblotne, Beth Monique, 46,
Kokomo, Ind., Feb. 13,
2015

Ordained
Aguirre, Robert, Pac. S. W.
Dist., (Cornerstone
Community, Reedley,
Calif.), Jan. 17
Kulp, Tina, Atl. N. E. Dist.
(East Fairview, Manheim,
Pa.), Jan. 3
North, Amanda, Mid-Atl. Dist.
(Manassas, Va.), Jan. 10
Welch, Dawna, Pac. S. W.
Dist. (La Verne, Calif.),
Dec. 27

Licensed
Hale, Charles M., Jr., Shen.
Dist. (Free Union, Va.),
Jan. 17
Harden, Marcus, Atl. S. E.
Dist. (Miami, First, Miami,
Fla.), Dec. 5
Hobbs, David H., N. Ohio
Dist. (Eden, Canton,
Ohio), Jan. 3
Hunt, Tina M., N. Ohio Dist.
(Ashland, First, Ashland,
Ohio), Dec. 20
Merlos, Floridalma, Pac. S.
W. Dist. (Principe de Paz,
Santa Ana, Calif.), Jan. 10
Negley, Marvin, Atl. N. E.
Dist. (Lewiston, Maine),
Jan. 17
Pineda, Edgar O., Pac. S. W.
Dist. (Principe de Paz,
Santa Ana, Calif.), Jan. 10
Pineda, Jessenia I., Pac. S. W.
Dist. (Principe de Paz,
Santa Ana, Calif.), Jan. 10

Placements
Bell, Charles, from team to
pastor, Buck Creek,
Mooreland, Ind., Nov. 9
Boyd, Logan A., pastor,
Parkway, Meadows of
Dan, Va., Jan. 1
Haranzo, Angella F., from
interim to pastor, Vinton,
Va., Jan. 1
Hunt, Tina M., pastor,
Ashland, First, Ashland,
Ohio, Dec. 20
Kelly, J. Stuart, from interim
to pastor, Peters Creek,
Roanoke, Va., Jan. 1
Liskey, Edwin, from interim
to pastor, Swatara Hill,
Middletown, Pa., Jan. 1
Mellott, Dorothy A., from
team to pastor, Free
Union, Va., Jan. 1
Negley, Marvin, plural ministry team, Lewiston, Maine,
Jan. 17
Reinertsen, Larry, pastor,
Lake View Christian
Fellowship, East Berlin,
Pa., July 1
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Potluck

Expecting the best
I
walked into the Catholic church in town armed

with witty retorts and snappy come-backs, steeled for
the condescension that comes with the territory of
being a young, female minister in a crowd of clergy. I was
helping lead the community Service of Prayer for Christian
Unity, and it was the first time I’d met these colleagues.
This was an ecumenical event, too,
with Catholics (who don’t even
ordain women) and evangelicals
(whose history with women in
leadership isn’t exactly stellar). I
was ready.
The disrespect isn’t always malicious, and it’s often unintentional.
But defending my ability to carry a
title or preach from a pulpit or lead
a congregation as a woman under
Dana Cassell
40 does often feel like part and parcel of this calling. So, on this particular evening, I put on
the familiar armor and readied my defensive rejoinders to
the old assumptions: how I must have just graduated from
seminary (“Actually, I’ve been working for the church for a
decade”) or wondering if I’m an intern (“Nope, I usually

ter had been there for decades. I winced. Rev. Warren
also extended his hand, smiled and greeted me: “Hi,
Pastor. Where are you serving?”
Um, what? I’d expected disrespect or disinterest and
received, instead, gracious welcome, immediate acceptance. I mumbled a greeting, mentally shuffling the snarky
responses to the back, grasping for graceful conversational
alternatives. The service went smoothly. I read scripture,
shook all those kind ministers’ hands, and went home,
chastened and repentant.
The irony is not lost on me. I’d been preparing for a
Service of Christian Unity by arming myself and preparing a self-righteous defense. How often, I wonder, do we
arm ourselves in preparation to encounter another person? How often do we assume we know what someone
else is thinking before we even meet them? And what
would change in our own hearts if, instead, we
approached each person presuming welcome? What
would change in the church if we arrived at the next worship service or Annual Conference eager to greet our sisters and brothers instead of putting on the full armor of
mistrust and self-righteousness?
The next evening, I ran into Rev. Warren at another

What would change in the church if we arrived at the next worship
service or Annual Conference eager to greet our sisters and brothers
instead of putting on the full armor of mistrust and self-righteousness?

train the interns, now”) or inquiries about my marital status (“Single, y’all, just like Jesus was”).
I walked into the building and a priest in full clerical
garb greeted me, offering his hand. “Hi, Pastor. I’m
Father Andy. And this is Rev. Warren, from Joy
Ministries.” Joy Ministries is a big African-American
congregation, another sector of the church not always
keen on women in ministry, and I knew that this minis-
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event. He’d been chatting with a member of my congregation, who excitedly introduced me as the new pastor
when I joined the conversation. “Oh yes, we’ve met,” I
said. “Oh! Isn’t she a great minister?” my congregant
asked Rev. Warren. “Well, yes,” he said, “She is. Good to
see you again, Pastor.”
Dana Cassell is pastor of Peace Covenant Church of the Brethren in Durham, N.C.
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More income,
more tax deductions,
more ministries.
How?

With a charitable remainder trust.

Charitable remainder trusts can
increase your monthly income, reduce
capital gains taxes, and provide an upfront Federal income
tax deduction today, all while supporting ministries you love.
Would you like to make a life-changing donation, and provide
income for yourself or a loved one? Call John Hipps, director of
Donor Relations for the Church of the Brethren, to ﬁnd out how.
Charitable remainder trusts can transform assets that produce little
or no income into assets that work for you throughout the life of
the trust. In fact, gifts of appreciated assets (stocks, bonds, farmland,
or other real estate) may provide more beneﬁts than a cash gift!
You can make a diﬀerence across the nation and around the world
through the ministries of the Church of the Brethren. Call now to
learn how you can continue the work of Jesus through a charitable
remainder trust.

Call John Hipps
Director of Donor Relations
for the Church of the Brethren
at (800) 323-8039 ext. 354
or e-mail jhipps@brethren.org

Please consult your tax advisor about your specific situation.

Love is

not what
you say...
it’s what
you do.
Help Brethren Disaster Ministries
continue the work of Jesus. Support
the Emergency Disaster Fund.
EmergencyDisaster Fund
1451 Dundee Avenue
Elgin, Il 60120-1694

www.brethren.org/genbd/BDM

800-451-4407
"Little children, let us not
love in word or speech, but
with action and in truth."
1 John 3:18

