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From the Publisher

I

wonder if I would have been athletic if I’d grown up in a
family for whom sports mattered. But not a single member of my
family seemed to even know sports existed, and so this part of the human
experience remains something of a mystery for me.
Nevertheless I did care about watching the Cubs win the World Series, a
major cultural event that I wasn’t about to miss. I was happy to be part of the
big community of anxious souls agonizing through the lost lead, rain delay, and
extra inning. I think there were even locusts.
The news before and after the series was full of trivia
about what was happening in 1908, the last time the
Cubs won the World Series. But Bethany Seminary student Jonathan Stauffer was likely the only one to note
this fun fact from his careful reading of Don Fitzkee’s
history book Moving Toward the Mainstream: Back in
1908, Brethren weren’t allowed to watch baseball.
Chances are that a few were indulging, or there
wouldn’t have been repeated congregational admonitions to avoid such worldly amusements. Over time the
rules became suggestions, and then just about disapWendy McFadden
peared. By the 1920s and 1930s the eastern Brethren
Publisher
had intercollegiate sports and church baseball teams.
Today, in a world with different challenges, there’s something important to
learn from baseball—that it’s possible to face off against your opponents and
still respect them when the competition is over.
That seems like a basic idea, one we learn in kindergarten. It means that you
can fight hard to win and still shake hands afterwards. You can care so much that
you paint your face in team colors and cry, all without hating the other side. You
can root for Chicago or Cleveland and still be citizens of the same world.
This needs to be practiced over and over again. There are aspects of sports
culture that deserve critique, but now is a time to celebrate what’s best. I’m
especially charmed by stories of people who learned to be fans from their
grandmothers. I’m imagining renegade Brethren grandmas listening to radios
and knowing the game even when church elders weren’t ready to give permission. That may not be exactly the way it happened, but maybe it was.
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InTouch

York Center celebrates a 60-20 anniversary

M

Hosting for housing
Uniontown (Pa.) Church of the Brethren hosted
two groups of bicyclists from the Fuller Center for Housing Bike Adventure on Aug. 9-11, providing meals as well as a place to sleep. Michele
Means, church board chair, coordinated the meals with the CBYF, the
Sisters in Spirit Women’s Ministry, and other volunteers in the church.
The Fuller Center for Housing is a nonprofit, ecumenical Christian
housing ministry dedicated to eliminating poverty housing worldwide.
Founded in 2005 by Millard Fuller and his wife, Linda, who also founded Habitat for Humanity, the center offers a hand up and not a handout.
The bicyclists began their journey in Seattle, Wash., on June 10, and
ended it in Washington, D.C., a few days after their visit to Uniontown.
They rode a total of 3,500 miles. Through the money they raised and by
helping at building projects along the way, they helped to provide healthy,
affordable housing. It was truly an adventure for us, as well.—Sandy Stein

Courtesy of Sandy Stein

embers of York Center Church of the Brethren in Lombard, Ill., had a dual celebration on Oct.
16, marking 60 years in their current church building and the 20th anniversary of pastor Christy Waltersdorff.
The festive day included a worship service, re-dedication of the church building, a hymn sing, lunch, a historical
display, and the sharing of memories and reflections.
York Center was a church plant by Chicago First Church of the Brethren in what was then the rural area to the west of
Chicago. The congregation started in the late 1940s in a building across the street from the present location but soon outgrew
it, moving into the new building in 1956.
For several decades it was the church home for many of the faculty, staff, and students of Bethany Theological Seminary
while the seminary was located on a campus in nearby Oak Brook. Today, York Center shares its space with another Church
of the Brethren group, the Parables Community, as well as the independent God’s Congregation Worship Center.
Ministers in the congregation did a service of blessing and anointing for Waltersdorff at the anniversary event, calling her
“a prophet of hope and service and love.” She received a floral-themed piece of fabric art created by congregation member
Sharon Rice as a remembrance of the occasion.
During the re-dedication of the building, members pledged to make it a place that will continue to serve and bless its community.
“We don’t change the world by going to church,” Waltersdorff reminded the congregation during the morning’s sermon.
“We change the world by being the church.”—Walt Wiltschek
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InTouch
Bumper sticker redux
Brethren Press is bringing back
the bumper sticker “When Jesus said,
‘Love your enemies,’ I think he probably
meant, don’t kill them” in a brand-new
design. The classic design—a favorite
among Brethren—has gone out of print.
Linda K. Williams of First Church
of the Brethren in San Diego, Calif.,
authored the peacemaking slogan. In
addition to the bumper sticker, she is
promoting the slogan on other products
including t-shirts, mugs, water bottles,
tote bags, re-usable shopping bags,
throw pillows, greeting cards, necklaces, and even teddy bears, among other
items. Williams is donating the profits
to Brethren Press.
Find the new bumper sticker on
www.brethrenpress.com. Other items
are available at www.CafePress.com/
WhenJesusSaidLoveYourEnemies.

Bethany goes whole
hog for outreach efforts
For nearly four decades, Bethany
Church of the Brethren in New Paris,
Ind., has been putting on a fall festival
that has grown to massive proportions.
The 39th annual edition of the event
took place Oct. 8, drawing crowds of
people for its bake sale, delicious hog
roast dinner (with nearly 450 meals
served), auction, and other events and

raising nearly $14,000. About two-thirds
of this year’s proceeds will go to support
outreach giving above and beyond the
congregation’s budget, with the rest going
to the church building fund.
Pastor Tim Morphew said the congregation supports the event enthusiastically. “A lot of people donate a lot of time,”
he said. “It’s really an incredible effort.”
The preparations even include a
horse-and-buggy parking area outside
the church for local Old Order and
Amish residents who come to the sale.
At the evening auction, local auctioneer Bud Etsinger praised the group’s
good spirit, generosity, and enthusiastic
bidding.
“You all have learned how to have
fun with this,” Etsinger said. “It’s fun to
be with a community of Christians like
this.”—Walt Wiltschek

Remembering Robins
My very first engagement as moderator of Northern Plains District was to assist with the closing of the Robins congregation, which took place at a service held on Sept. 10.
This was not an easy thing to do. Earlier in the process, at the end of a meeting with the few remaining members of the congregation, one of the members buried her head in my breast and wept uncontrollably. Her family had been members there for three generations. The closing of a congregation celebrating 160 years of existence is like a funeral. We grieve over it.
And yet, in September we were uplifted by the words of our guest speaker, James Benedict, who was born and raised in the
Robins congregation and is presently pastor at Union Bridge Church in Mid-Atlantic District. He commented on Ecclesiastes 3:1
and the reality that there is a season for everything, including congregations. He then pointed to the imagery of Revelation 21,
noting that in the New Jerusalem there was something glaringly absent: the temple, something so central to the people of God
in the old Jerusalem and yet not present in the new. In the first earth and first heaven the church was perceived as a dwelling
place for the Spirit of God. In the New Jerusalem, God becomes the dwelling place and God will wipe away every tear.
I left feeling encouraged by his words. Ultimately, when all is said and done, even our beloved churches will become obsolete in
the Kingdom of God.
We closed the congregation with the tolling of the church’s bell, to be heard throughout the community and then no more. In
those whose hearts were first touched by God’s Holy Spirit at the Robins church, those who came to faith in an altar call there,
the legacy lives on. For the baptisms held there, the prayers, the sermons, the singing, the countless readings of the Word of
God, to God be the Glory. RIP.—David Whitten
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The Exchange
“Want to keep Christ in Christmas?
Feed the hungry, clothe the naked,
forgive the guilty, welcome the
unwanted, care for the ill, love your
enemies, and do unto others as you
would have done unto you.”
—Steve Maraboli, an author and behavioral scientist

Continuing Christmas. Peacefully. Simply. Together.
Most people in the US celebrate Christmas. However,
only about half of those who observe the holiday consider it
primarily a religious occasion.

Many people attend church on Christmas—and others might do so
if a friend invited them.
Do you typically attend

Do you celebrate
Christmas?

For you personally,
Christmas is ...

church at Christmastime?
Source: LifeWay Research, 2014

Among Americans who do not attend church at
Christmastime: If someone you know invited you
to attend church with them at Christmastime,
how likely would you be to attend?

1% unsure

2% unsure
57%

7% no

likely

38% no

92% yes

41%

unlikely

61% yes
1%
sometimes/don’t know
Source: Pew Research Center, 2013

51%

9%

32%

more of a
religious
holiday

both

more of
a cultural
holiday

Retail sales in November and December are expected
to reach $655.8 billion. By comparison, 2015 charitable giving
totaled just $373.25 billion. The most common complaints
about Christmas relate to money and spending. The stories of
Jesus’ birth in the Bible teach us to love and give extravagantly:
“. . . They knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh” (Matthew 2:11b). But we also know that “where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).
How will you find the balance this Christmas? Where will
your heart be?

This year Christmas falls on a Sunday, which presents a special
challenge—and opportunity. Could your congregation plan a
service designed for friends who don’t usually include church in
their Christmas plans? And then invite them personally?

Christmas and the Holidays:

What do you like the least?

33%
Commercialism/
materialism

22%
Money/
too expensive

10%

6%

Shopping/
crowds/
crowded stores

Removal of
religion, Christ

Source: Pew Research Center, 2013
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The God
of holy reversal

Mary’s ‘Magnificat’ sings the praise of upside-down faith
by Kenneth L. Gibble

W

hy is Christmas the most beloved of
holidays? The cynical answer, of course, is
that it’s all the partying that goes on, along
with the buying and gift-giving that pumps up the economy.
But the real answer to why Christmas is so treasured lies in
the song of Mary.
Nearly everyone knows that a young woman named
Mary was the mother of a child born in Bethlehem, a child
named Jesus. What more do we know about Mary’s role in
the Christmas story? In the first chapter of Luke’s Gospel,
we learn that Mary is a young virgin who lives in Nazareth
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and is engaged to a man named Joseph. Visited by a heavenly messenger named Gabriel, Mary hears that she will
bear a child who will be called “the Son of the Most High.”
We follow Mary on a visit to her cousin Elizabeth, who is
also pregnant. When Elizabeth sees Mary, she greets her
with the words:
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit
of your womb.”
Mary responds to her cousin’s greeting with a song of
praise. Her song has become known as the Magnificat: “My
soul magnifies the Lord.” Some of the most beautiful

Christmas music written over the centuries uses the words
of the Magnificat as its text. It begins with Mary praising
God: “My spirit rejoices in God my Savior.”
Why does Mary rejoice? She tells us: “For God has looked
with favor upon the lowliness of his servant.” Mary acknowledges her lowly status. What a shocking surprise that God
would choose a peasant woman like her to bear the Savior of
the world! Surely one might have expected a woman of royal
blood to be chosen for such an important role.
But then Mary remembers the nature of this God of
Israel. She recites how God has acted in the past, how God
has:
. . . scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts;
. . . brought down the powerful from their thrones, and
lifted up the lowly;
. . . filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich
away empty.
What a surprising God this is—a God who turns things
upside-down; a God who takes the side of the poor and
oppressed, who sabotages the power brokers, who subverts
those who flaunt their wealth and privileged status. The
God that Mary praises in her song is, above all else, a God
of holy reversal.
Which is to say that even before Jesus is born we get an
important clue to his messiahship. We will not be surprised
that his birth will take place among humble beasts, that the
only ones who attend his birth are lowly shepherds, that he
will grow up to be friends of the poor and outcast, that he
will tell his followers that servanthood is the mark of true

the powers that conspire against us have been and will be
overcome. God is at work to overthrow the oppressor, to
set captives free, to comfort those who mourn, to satisfy
those who hunger and thirst for justice.
What in our world needs to be turned upside-down?
Is it the ominous trend of the wealthiest getting an
ever‑growing part of the economic pie, while the poorest
poor suffer? Yes.
Is it the love affair with materialism that values things
over people? Yes.
Is it the epidemic of ethnic and racial fear and anger in
Europe, Asia, the Middle East, and our own country—fear
and anger that spawn violence, terrorism, and war? Yes,
yes, yes.
All this is but a small sampling of the powers enthroned
in our day that we must pray God will bring down. And we
must pray that God will empower us to help it happen. We
join with Mary in praising the God who, in Christ, shows
that ultimately the powers of evil will be overthrown, that,
in the words of Longfellow’s Christmas poem: “The wrong
shall fail, the right prevail.”
Finally, there is one thing more about this holy reversal
we must consider, and it is this: What in your and my life
does God need to reverse? The God who turns things
upside-down seeks to intrude not only into the corridors of
social and economic power, but into the secret chambers of
each human heart as well.
What in your life and mine needs holy reversal? Is it
fear? Is it self‑centeredness? Is it bitterness from some-

Mary’s song celebrates the steadfast hope and faith
that the God who turns things upside-down is still at
work with us and among us.

greatness, that his death will be one of utter shame and
degradation.
All this is foreshadowed in Mary’s song. But it is a song
of praise, because Mary knows that God constantly engages
in holy reversal to bring salvation to the world God loves so
much.
Mary’s song shows us why Christmas is treasured, not
only by Christians, but by people of all faiths. Mary’s song
celebrates the steadfast hope and faith that the God who
turns things upside-down is still at work with us and
among us. The birth of the Christ child reminds us that all

thing in the past? Is it a hurtful habit? Is it unhealthy low
self‑esteem? Is it pride?
During this holy season, take some time to ask yourself
this question: If God will give me one gift of holy reversal
this Christmas, what will it be? What in my life needs to be
turned upside-down?
And when you have answered this question, ask the God
of holy reversal to give you that gift.
Kenneth L. Gibble is an ordained minister in the Church of the Brethren and a
freelance writer. He lives in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania.
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Curious community
of the Child
by Mary Sue Rosenberger

The shepherds came first,
running down the nearby hills
to see if the tale the angel had told them
was true!
They were working men,
hand-to-mouth poor,
which the Child would understand.
They wore work-worn clothes
and smelled of sheep and goats
so strongly
that they were barred from
Temple worship.
They knelt on callused knees
in wonder and thanks.
But, the Wise Men came, too.
With slow and steady step,
they traversed mountains and deserts
carrying costly gifts for the unknown Child.
They wore elegant robes, perhaps even crowns,
wealth the Child would never know.
They did not worship Israel’s God,
but were scholars of the stars,
seeing in them the works
of the Creator of All.
They came, and knelt on unpracticed knees
in homage and respect.
This curious crowd—
the poor and the rich,
the common and the regal,
the simple and the scholarly,
the local and those who travel,
Jews on the fringe and foreign Gentiles—
had all come out of the same darkness,
wooed by the same star.
And they became a community
in the presence of the Child who welcomed them all.
Oh, that the community of the Christ-child
would still welcome
all who come.
Mary Sue Rosenberger is an ordained minister in the Church of the Brethren and a
former chaplain in a retirement community. In retirement herself, she writes poetry
and participates on the ministry team for Living Stream Church of the Brethren.
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A simple season
by Dana Cassell

I

spent a decade trying to convince
my family not to give me material
gifts for Christmas. Every December, I
would craft an e-mail with a detailed case for buying nothing
at Christmas—philosophical, theological, and cultural
cases for my newfound commitment and, when that didn’t
seem to convince them, an annotated list of alternative gift
suggestions. It did not work.
After years of receiving the annual e-mail plea, my grandmother finally responded with a short, firm reply: “Dana Beth,
I love you very much. Giving gifts at Christmas is a way I
show that love, and I’m not going to stop.”
Fair enough.
I gave up the proselytizing attempts after that, but I haven’t
given up the attempt at simplicity during the holiday season.
Especially in the life of a congregation, November and December may fade into a blurry parade of parties, events, and celebrations. There are Sunday school parties and special choir
concerts, a children’s play and caroling. There are presents to
buy, desserts to bake, gatherings to host, and visits to plan.

event. A divine incarnation. A rupture in time itself. A cosmic
moment of salvation. No gift buying or cookie baking will
ever live up to the immense meaning contained in the birth
of the Christ.
What can we do to savor this season? How can we allow
ourselves time to breathe deeply and live a bit more simply?
Here are a few things I’ve found helpful:
Build in more time for prayer and contemplation. I’m
not suggesting extra, super-special worship services, but small,
simple, contemplative times of prayer and meditation. These
can be respites from the hustle and bustle, set-apart hours to be
still and silent, to rest in God’s presence and God’s promise.
Take stock of the monthly calendar, all the parties and
special events. What’s necessary? What’s life-giving? Are
there things you do out of obligation or a blind adherence to
tradition? Does it bring joy? Does it contribute to the coming
Kingdom of God’s mercy and justice? Or is it an unnecessary
drain of energy and resources?
And, finally, you do you. Changing your own practices
around Christmas won’t necessarily change the culture, the

What can we do to savor this season? How can we allow
ourselves time to breathe deeply and live a bit more simply?

In the rush of the season, it can feel impossible to sit still, to
watch and wait, to savor the anticipation of the coming Christ.
But if we look more closely at the scriptures that lead us
toward Christmas, and allow ourselves to ponder the magnitude of what it is we are preparing ourselves for . . . it might be
enough to make us set aside the wrapping paper and mixing
bowls and take a very deep breath.
During these weeks, we anticipate an earth-shattering

church, or even the way your own family does things. Like I
(slowly) learned with my own buy-nothing evangelism, we
are all called to different expressions of faithfulness, different
ways of showing love.
These days, instead of trying to change my family’s practices, I’ve started putting more time and energy into changing
my own. It’s not perfect. It’s not easy. But it is simpler.
Dana Cassell is pastor of Peace Covenant Church of the Brethren in Durham, N.C.
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A not-so-silent night

Revelation 12 provides a different take on the Christmas story
by Galen Hackman

O

ur imaginations run away with us as we
think about the night when Jesus was
born. Much of what we envision has been shaped
by years of hearing the story read and seeing it enacted via
nativities and church programs and media.
We see Joseph and Mary, great with child, entering
Bethlehem as the early stars of twilight begin twinkling in
the sky. They are weary from the long journey from Nazareth,
dust hanging on their clothing and tiredness showing up in
the wrinkles around their eyes. As they enter the town, they
are a bit overwhelmed by the crowded city, as so many people
have returned to their ancestral home for the governmentmandated census.
As Joseph knocks on the door of an inn, he is greeted by the
shaking head of the innkeeper. “Sorry, there is no room, not
here or anywhere in Bethlehem tonight. However, you are
welcome to take refuge in my stable. At least it will be warm.”
As Mary and Joseph make lodging for the night amid the
braying of donkeys and bleating of sheep, her labor pains
begin. Later that evening, she gives birth to a son and names
him Jesus, just as the angel had told her. The scene is quiet
and tranquil, a very silent night.
The event goes unnoticed to most others taking refuge in
Bethlehem that night. A few shepherds show up with a story
about an angelic announcement. As they pay homage to this
newborn, they promise to spread the word about his birth.
But little comes from their testimony.

•••
These are images and perspectives gleaned largely from the
birth narrative of Luke. But there is another perspective to
consider this Advent season. What would this night have
been like if, rather than viewing it from the vantage point of
Bethlehem, we instead viewed it from the standpoint of the
spiritual world of heaven?
Another account of the birth of Jesus is given to us in the
apocalypse of John, which we call the book of Revelation.
Chapter 12 gives us insight into what this night was like in
the realms of the spiritual world. While Mary and Joseph and
Jesus were experiencing a “Silent Night” in Bethlehem, the
scene in heaven was not so silent.
While few on earth noticed the advent of Jesus into this world
as the time of Mary’s delivery drew close, increasingly all the
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eyes and ears of the spiritual world of angels and demons were
turned to that “Little Town of Bethlehem.” And by the time
Mary’s birth pains were satisfied, there was no angelic being
of good or evil inclination whose undivided attention was not
riveted on the infant lying in swaddling clothes in that Middle
Eastern manger, so significant was his entry into this world.
Revelation tells us that in the regions of spiritual beings
there was one, pictured as an enormous red dragon, who
wanted to destroy this frail infant the moment he was born.
Wanting and doing, however, are two different things. As the
red dragon flung his wrath toward the earth, another Being,
greater and stronger than even this dragon, intervened and
protected Jesus and his family.
Outmaneuvered and defeated, the dragon’s wrath only
increased, and war broke out in the realm of spiritual beings,
as the Archangel Michael led his regiment of angels against
the dragon and his demons.

•••
As you participate in your treasured Christmas services this
year, listen very closely. Listen with your heart and your ears
of faith. As you experience the calm and peace of tranquil
worship in beautifully adorned spaces, can you also hear the
clash of steel and the shouts of valor as the angelic beings
of another world collide in mortal conflict? The outcome of
this war determines the destiny of the One we call Jesus, his
mother, and the souls of humankind. The entire world hung
in the balance on that silent night in Bethlehem.
Why all this violent activity? Why consider this small, helpless
child so potentially dangerous? The reasons reach far back into
the murky realm of ancient history.
At the dawn of time in the Garden of Eden, as a result of Adam
and Eve’s choice to disobey God, the Lord promised there would
be conflict on earth, specifically between the desires of evil and
good. He also promised that someday, through the offspring of a
woman, someone would come to crush the head of evil.
Christmas Day marks the beginning of the fulfillment of
that promise. Easter Sunday marks its culmination. Satan
knew, on the day of Jesus’ birth, that Jesus was headed to the
cross where he would render Satan defeated. Therefore, on
this magical night we call Christmas, when Jesus was born,
war broke out in the heavens.
At Christmas we remember the birth of a single person

The Woman clothed with the Sun fleeth from the Persecution of the Dragon by Benjamin West, 1738-1820

back to what our Creator originally intended. This is the very
last thing Satan wants, and thus at the birth of Jesus the red
dragon unleashed his wrath upon the earth.
The violent intent of Satan, depicted in Revelation as this
enormous red dragon, is a war fought on many fronts. One
front was the attack against Jesus himself, in Bethlehem and
throughout his life, resulting in his crucifixion on the cross of
Calvary. Satan lost that battle, as proven by the resurrection of
Jesus. But the war rages on, with attacks leveled against those
of us who would be so bold as to stand up and say we are for
Jesus, the Prince of Peace, and desire to live for him. This strategic front unfolds throughout history, in all places and times
where the true church of Jesus Christ presses onward with the
message of grace in this cold, dark world of sin.

•••

who changed the landscape of spiritual conflict and altered
the course of human history. We remember Jesus.
Jesus, born of a woman, frail infant as he was, posed the
greatest threat ever levied against the regions of the lost.
Those vested in evil wanted him eliminated. The final battle
in an age-old conflict had just begun. Who would win? All
the resources of the lost world of devils and demons were deployed. Christmas Day marked the height of spiritual conflict
and the turning point in the eternal battle between good and
evil. It was D-Day in Heaven.
Jesus was born as our Redeemer. The human race is broken

Each of us who names the name of Jesus is a participant in
the battle. But we need not fear. Just as God protected Jesus
and Mary, giving her the wings of an eagle so she could
escape to a place of safety, so, too, God protects us. We rest
under the shadow of his wings—that is, if we truly live for
him. No pretense, no compromise.
Some of us are called upon to give our lives for this cause of
righteousness. We know of thousands of Nigerian Brethren
who died for their faith. Nevertheless, they are still victors
because the eternity that awaits them is filled with Jesus
and his grace. The kingdom for which we stand is one that,
though it begins here on this earth, also extends into the limitless time of eternity, where we dwell with the Lord forever.
So as we sing “Silent Night, Holy Night” and “O Little
Town of Bethlehem,” remember that this was not a very si-

Just as God protected Jesus and Mary, giving her the
wings of an eagle so she could escape to a place of
safety, so, too, God protects us.
by sin and held in bondage to the author of sin, the great and
dreadful red dragon of Revelation 12. But though broken and
worn and defeated, God values who we are, understands that
for which we have been made, and desires to redeem us to
the place from which we have fallen.
The red dragon, on the other hand, hates grace and redemption. He prefers to see the human race broken, ground
up into unrecognizable and useless pulp and discarded into
the spiritual landfill of eternal separation from God.
Christmas is about redemption. Jesus came to live among
the broken refuse of this world, to taste of its pain, to face
its temptations—with the result of redeeming its brokenness

lent night in Heaven. The eternal struggle of evil against good
reached an epic crescendo just beyond the earshot of our
natural senses. Jesus, the Savior of the world, changed the
landscape of spiritual history, escalated the determination
of our Adversary, and through his obedient life, death, and
resurrection offers us the only safety to be found anywhere in
this world.
We find that safe place when, by faith, we place our lives in
the small, wrinkled palm of the Babe of Bethlehem.
Galen Hackman is serving as intentional interim minister at Florin Church of the
Brethren in Mount Joy, Pa., and does ministry coaching and advising work.

Messenger December 2016 11

Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford

Cupcake cookies
		

Makes about 5-6 dozen cookies.

1 (14.4-ounce) package graham crackers, crushed
1 cup firmly packed brown sugar
1 cup whipping cream
½ cup butter, melted
1 cup chocolate chips
1 cup chopped pecans
1 cup chopped walnuts

• Preheat the oven to 375°F. Line baking sheets with parchment paper or
insert paper liners in the cups of mini-muffin pans.
• Combine the graham cracker crumbs, brown sugar, whipping cream, and
butter. Mix until well blended.
• Add the chocolate chips and nuts and stir to mix.
• Shape the dough into 1-inch balls (about 1 tablespoon). Place the balls into
the mini-muffin paper liners. Place on baking sheets about 1 to 2” apart or
in mini-muffin pans.
• Bake for 10 minutes.
• Cool the cookies in the pan 1 minute before transferring to cooling racks.
This recipe is one of hundreds under consideration for Inglenook Desserts, a cookbook to be published by Brethren Press in late 2017. It was submitted by Tommie Lee, of Spring Branch Church of
the Brethren in Warsaw, Mo. See www.inglenookcookbook.org.
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Preaching

jubilee

by Walt Wiltschek
“And you shall hallow the fiftieth year and you shall proclaim liberty throughout
the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you: you shall return, every
one of you, to your property and every one of you to your family” (Leviticus 25:10).

T

he word “jubilee,”
according to Brethren
Church pastor Jack
Wellman on Patheos.com,
derives from the Hebrew word yobel
(or yovel), which denoted a trumpet
or a ram’s horn used as such. The
horn would be blown to signify the
start of the Hebrew people’s unique
Year of Jubilee. The word appears 20
times in scripture, almost all of them
in the last few chapters of everyone’s
favorite book, Leviticus. Today it’s
often used to refer to any particularly
significant anniversary.
Shane Claiborne, a noted author
and speaker and founder of the
Simple Way in Philadelphia, Pa.,
says perhaps it’s time to dust off that
section of the Torah and consider
the original concept of jubilee a bit
more seriously. The biblical Year of
Jubilee was a re-booting of sorts, an
every-half-century sabbatical year

that started on Yom Kippur, the Day
of Atonement, and included the cancelling of debts, freeing of slaves, and
return of property to better level the
playing field.
Looking at the great inequalities of
wealth, power, and other resources in
today’s world, Claiborne says aspects
of jubilee might not be a bad model
for Christians, and others, today.
“It’s apparent now that the
inequity between the super-rich
and super-poor is one of the most
pressing ethical issues of our time,”
Claiborne says. “Forbes magazine is
now showing that 85 people have the
same amount as half the world when
it comes to wealth. That’s a very fragile world when masses of people are
living in poverty.
“All of that looks very different
from the patterns of scripture,” he
continues. “A lot of us, particularly
people of faith, know that the world

doesn’t have to be this way. God has a
very different vision of the world. Jubilee was a beautiful ancient mechanism for dismantling that inequity.”
He noted debt reform, wage inequality, and incarceration patterns
as some of the key issues facing the
world and people of faith.
Claiborne’s new emphasis comes
as a collaboration between Red Letter Christians—an organization he
created with well-known speaker
and writer Tony Campolo to “mobilize individuals into a movement of
believers who live out Jesus’ countercultural teachings”—and Jubilee USA
Network based in Washington, D.C.
This alliance of nearly 700 US organizations, faith communities (including the Church of the Brethren), and
other partners focuses on “building
an economy that serves, protects, and
promotes participation of the most
vulnerable.”
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Andrew Strack/Eastern Mennonite University

Shane Claiborne of the Simple Way
talks to Eastern Mennonite University
students about jubilee economics at a
lunch presentation

our faith and our message. . . . We’ve
got to not be scared as Christians to
talk about things that really matter.”
Materialism is one of what
Claiborne calls “the giant triplets of
our age,” joining racism and militarism. Those three issues frequently
intersect, particularly in the realm of
economics, he adds.
“It’s important to talk about economics, because Jesus talked about
it,” Claiborne says. “Jesus kicks off
his manifesto by saying he’s come to
preach good news to the poor, release
the captives, and free the oppressed.
Jubilee has a very real relevance. All of
this is not just pie-in-the-sky. It’s part
of loving our neighbor as ourselves.”
He hopes by working with Jubilee USA Network to “amplify that
message of Jesus that Jubilee does

the Year of Jubilee was a re-booting of sorts . . . .
cancelling of debts, freeing of slaves, and return
of property to better level the playing field.
Andrew Hanauer, campaigns
director for Jubilee USA, and Claiborne traveled to Eastern Mennonite
University in Harrisonburg, Va., in
September for a series of events to
kick off this new partnership focused
on “jubilee economics.” Hanauer says
working closely with Claiborne, who
has been preaching this theme for a
number of years, made good sense
due to his wide audience, connections with young adults, and passion
for issues of faith.
Hanauer also says he wants the
joint campaign to address deeper
questions about the world today.
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“We have to recognize that the
problem is deeper than just ‘Someone
is hungry,’” Hanauer said. “The question is, ‘Why are they hungry?’”
Claiborne says that question, and
those like them, are finding increasing resonance.
“There’s a growing awareness
among millennials but also others
who are drawn to ideas like jubilee
and Occupy Wall Street and different
movements. They’re concerned about
inequity,” Claiborne says. “I don’t
just want to reach Christians, but I’m
excited to see Christians at the forefront of that. It’s really at the heart of

so well” and create something that
starts “snowballing” by weaving
together prayer and action.
The Church of the Brethren Office
of Public Witness connected with
Jubilee this year in its work to support the PROMESA Act legislation
addressing Puerto Rico’s debt crisis.
Jubilee USA Network held its annual
Jubilee Weekend in October and has
other events through the year. Learn
more at www.jubileeusa.org.
Walt Wiltschek is news editor for Mennonite
Church USA and former editor of messenger. He
currently lives in Broadway, Va., and attended
presentations by Claiborne and Hanauer at Eastern
Mennonite University.

Keep on praying
An update on the Chibok schoolgirls

O

n April 14, 2014, Boko Haram abducted
more than 270* girls from a school in
Chibok, Borno State, Nigeria. Their kidnapping
sparked outrage around the world, and prompted the
#BringBackOurGirls movement. The majority of the girls—
ages 16 to 18 at the time—were from families who attend
congregations of Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the
Church of the Brethren in Nigeria), although Muslim as well as
Christian girls were kidnapped.
The school is a descendant of the first school in Chibok begun in the early 1940s by Brethren, and first run by Nigerian
Brethren and American Brethren working with the Church of
the Brethren Mission in Nigeria.
When asked what the American church could do, EYN

asked for prayer and fasting. A letter was sent to the Church
of the Brethren congregations in the US and Puerto Rico, assigning a girl’s name to each church for prayer.
A few girls escaped almost immediately, and within the
first two weeks 57 had escaped. This year, another escaped,
one was rescued by Nigerian military, and the Nigerian
government negotiated the release of 21 with help from the
International Committee of the Red Cross and the Swiss
government.
Those who were released or have escaped reportedly have
told the Nigerian authorities that some of the kidnapped girls
have been killed or have died of illness or mistreatment, others have been “married” to Boko Haram fighters, and some
have joined the insurgency.—Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford

Here is the status of the Chibok girls as of early November:
*This number has differed in various media
reports. The number of names in the list
shared for prayer with the Church of the
Brethren did not include the 57 who escaped
in the first two weeks after the abduction.
**These names were not included in the
original list provided by EYN leadership, and
so were not shared for prayer.

Amina Ali Nkeki escaped in May
2016. Milledgeville Church of the
Brethren along with the congregations of Reisterstown Evergreen,
Olivet, Natrona Heights, Topeco,
and Moorefield were assigned to
pray for her.

Monica Enoch was killed
by her captors, with the death
confirmed after Nkeki’s escape.
The churches assigned to pray for
her: Fort Wayne, Lansing, Blue Ball,
Rockton, and Midland.
Maryam Ali Maiyanga (Mary
Ali in the list provided for prayer)
was rescued with a 10-monthold child in early November. The
churches assigned to pray for
her are Cedar Lake, Brunswick,
Springfield, Coventry, Coulson, and
Thorn Chapel.
•
The 21 released in October, with the

churches assigned to pray for them, are:
Blessing Abana (Prince of
Peace, Rossville, Amwell, Blackrock,
Remanente de Sal, White Hill)
Deborah Andrawus**
Comfort Amos (Prairie City,
Easton, Emmanuel, Pine Glen,
Laurel Branch, Mountain View)
Maryam Basheer**
Mary Usman Bulama (This
may be Mary Usman, who has
been prayed for by Peace Community, Garden City, Ashland First,
Hostetler, Pleasant Valley, and
Mt. Vernon; or Maryamu Bulama,
who has been prayed for by the

Walnut, Downsville, Living Stream,
Schuylkill Big Dam, Dranesville,
and Onego congregations.)
Gloria Dama (Glendora, Maple
Grove, Little Pine, West Shore,
Philadelphia First, Rocky Mt. First)
Saratu Emannuel (Saving
Grace, Ottawa, Circleville, Locust
Grove, Mt. Union, Olympia Lacey)
Agnes Gapani**
Asabe Goni**
Comfort Habila (Winter Park,
Scott Valley, Bear Creek, Lancaster,
Beaver Creek, Sunnyslope)
Rahab Ibrahim (Rock Run,
Church in Drive, County Line,
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Stonerstown, Moscow)
Rebecca Ibrahim**
Deborah Ja’afaru (Martin
Creek, Myersville, Stonelick, Swatara Hill, Mt. Bethel, Moler Ave.)
Jummai John (Lorida, Monitor,
Brookville, Hyndman, Knight’s
Chapel, Community Mission)
Maryamu Lawan (Greene,
Columbia United, Gratis, Long Run,
Mt. Joy, Bethlehem)
Gloria Mainta (Empire, Locust
Grove, Durham Peace Covenant,
Stevens Hill, Windber, New Bethel)
Rebecca Mallam (Reedley Cornerstone, Roann, Antelope Park,
Canaan, Segunda Iglesia Cristo
Misionera, New Hope)
Saratu Markus (Wiley, Washington, Pitsburg, Hollidaysburg,
New Hope, Blue Ridge Chapel)
Helen Musa (Dixon, Grossnickle, Piqua, Upton, Hiwassee,
Spruce Run)
Pindar Nuhu (Naperville, Community of Joy, Trotwood, Farmers

Grove, Front Royal, Locust Grove)
Luggwa Sanda (Orlando Haitian,
Trinity, Covington, Conemaugh,
Vinton, Seattle Olympic View)
•
About 190 are still captive or may
be no longer alive. Here are about
160 of those names, and churches
assigned to pray for them:
Yayi Abana (Mexico, Peace
Valley, Drexel Hill, Uniontown,
Roanoke First)
Deborah Abbas (Akron, Westminster, Family Faith, Penn Run,
Greenmount, Old Furnace)
Deborah Abari (Toledo Iowa,
Flower Hill, Elm St., Koontz, Cumberland, Maple Spring)
Hauwa Abdu (Panther Creek,
Wichita First, Lower Miami, Maranatha Multicultural, Bridgewater,
Wenatchee Brethren-Baptist)
Ihyi Abdu (Andrews, Deepwater, Springfield, Somerset, Roanoke
Williamson Rd.)
Safiya Abdu (Waterford, S.

Bend Prince of Peace, Brooklyn
First, Hanover, Bristol First, Cedar
Grove Mount Jackson)
Sicker Abdul (Sheldon,
Frederick, Prince of Peace, Lititz,
Christiansburg, N. Fork)
Awa Abge (Community, Guernsey, Spring Branch, Carson Valley,
Waynesboro, Roanoke Oak Grove)
Kummai Aboku (Pasadena,
Plymouth, Fraternity, Knobsville,
Castaner, Hope Chapel)
Hamsatu Abubakar (Kokomo,
Hands of Christ, Connellsville,
Sipesville, Pulaski First)
Mairama Abubakar (La Porte,
Worthington, Elbethel, Pike Run,
Rileyville)
Hasana Adamu (Four Mile,
Kansas City Messiah, Good Samaritan, Pleasant Hill, White Rock)
Naomi Adamu (Goshen City,
Living Peace, Shanks, Maple Grove,
Lebanon)
Asabe Ali (Arcadia, Green Hill,
Fruitdale, Philadelphia Geiger Me-

Activism for the Chibok girls

W

hen I first heard about
the Chibok girls, I was
drawn to their situation.
I was finishing my freshman year of
college and continued to learn more as
I returned home for the summer. The
more I followed
the events, the
closer I felt to
these girls. Since
they were taken
from their school
that had been
founded by the
Church of the
Brethren, I felt a special tie to these
girls who were just trying to get an
education. That summer our church,
like many others, got a specific girl to
pray for. Our girl was Amina Ali.
Amina was a special source of hope
and excitement for us. We prayed for
her every Sunday as a congregation and
individually throughout the week. So
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when she was found last summer, we
were ecstatic. We have continued our
prayers for her as she still faces many
challenges, but we were just so happy
that she has been found.
As I made my transition back to
college after that first summer, I was
troubled by the lack of media attention
to the girls. I found the #BringBackOurGirls movement and thought that would
be a way to get other students interested.
For the one-year anniversary of the
abduction, I reached out to my district
to see who might be able to give a presentation at my college. After jumping
through numerous hoops on campus,
we were able to hold an event to bring
attention to the girls. Jay Wittmeyer
of the Global Mission and Service staff
came to share. Later that week, partnering with the Education department,
many students on campus wore red or
stickers that said “Bring Back Our Girls”
to show support.

morial, West Richmond, Romney)
Mary Amos (South Waterloo,
Cherry Grove, Richland, Chiques,
Ramey Flats, Elkins)
Deborah Amos (Buffalo, Lewiston, Akron, Parker Ford, Wakefield
Chapel, Pleasant Valley)
Rifkatu Amos (South Bay, Richmond, Holmesville, Gettysburg,
Sector Sofia San Sebastian, Salem)
Ruth Amos (Pleasant Chapel,
Stone Bridge, Portland Peace,
Pottstown, Mount Airy First, Crummet Run)
Saraya Amos (Beaver, Roanoke,
Faith in Action, Cornerstone Christian, Bethel, Kelley Chapel)
Esther Ayuba (Boise Valley,
Broadfording, Cristo Nuestra Paz,
White Oak, Copper Hill, Pleasant
View)
Saratu Ayuba (Yellow Creek,
Onekama, Chambersburg, Salisbury, Walker’s Chapel)
Hauwa Balti (Monroe County,
Flat Creek/Mud Lick, Stony Creek,

by Kristie L. Hammond

The next year, I invited Carl and Roxane Hill of the Nigeria Crisis Response
to come. They shared more current
events and what the Church of the
Brethren is doing to help. It was a moving experience, which we closed with a
Nigerian prayer circle.
This fall we are holding a book drive
for Nigerian schools. I got three academic
departments to host drop-off locations,
and the campus radio station ran an interview to get the local community involved.
Even the school newspaper picked up on
it. The student response has been great.
It is truly affirming that, after all our
prayers, some of “our girls” have been
found. Amina renewed my hope for the
other girls and encourages me to continue to do what I can to bring awareness to the ongoing situation and to
look for more concrete ways to help.
Kristie L. Hammond is a student at Mount Vernon Nazarene University and attends Olivet Church of the Brethren
in Thornville, Ohio.

Veritas, Sangerville, Stanley)
Awa Bitrus (Stover Memorial,
Baltimore Woodberry, Charleston,
Mt. Wilson, Linville Creek, Smith
Chapel)
Christiana Bitrus (Blue River,
Beaverton, Altoona 28th St., Puerta
del Cielo, Luray)
Godiya Bitrus (Dallas Center,
Baltimore First, Salem, Midway,
Damascus, Valley River)
Na’omi Bitrus (Peace, Canton,
Bear Creek, Brownsville, Eaton,
Mount Pleasant)
Na’omi Bitrus (Lirio de los
Valles, Smithfield, Crab Run,
Danville Emmanuel, Brookside,
New Hope)
Rahila Bitrus (South Ferncreek,
Quinter, Zion Hill, Johnstown Westmont, Blue Ridge, Salkum)
Ruth Bitrus (Creekside, Flint
First, Beachdale, Albright, Jones
Chapel)
Nguba Buba (Modesto, Pipe
Creek, Spindale, Farmington
Bethel, Centro Familia, Leake’s
Chapel)
Yana Bukar (Columbia City,
Lost and Found, Ambler, E. Cocalico, Trinity)
Abigail Bukar (Bremen,
Sanford, Weston, Harmonyville,
Hopewell, South Mill Creek)
Deborah Abge Christian
(Cedar Creek, New Salem, Warrensburg, Black Valley Federated,
Falling Spring Hades, Poages Mill)
Maifa Dama (Laton, N. Liberty,
HIS Way, Mohler, York First, Green
Hill)
Muwa Daniel (Living Faith, Skyridge, Nuevo Amanecer, Amaranth,
Mtn. View McGaheysville)
Talata Daniel (Living Peace,
Asher Glade, Pleasant View, Middle
Creek, Stonewall, Crab Orchard)
Filo Dauda (Rock Community,
Edgewood, Woodworth, Buffalo Valley, Columbia Furnace, Fellowship)
Mary Dauda (Bakersfield,
Union Center, Concord Living
Faith, Elizabethtown, Scalp Level,
Henry Fork)
Saratu Dauda (Lanark, Oak
Dale, Strait Creek, Mount Joy,

Beaver Creek, Jordan Run)
Patiant Dzakwa (Papago
Buttes, Union Grove, Petersons
Chapel, Upper Conewago, Berkey,
Fairview Rocky Mount)
Lydia Emmar (Sebring, Prairie
View, Danville N. Bend, Pleasant
Hill, Bethany, Tacoma Larchmont)
Aisha Ezekial (Church of the
Living Savior, Peru, Mt. Carmel,
Fairchance, La Casa del Amigo,
Pine Ridge)
Rifkatu Galang (W. Goshen,
Muskegon, Union Chapel, Brandts,
Stony Creek)
Halima Gamba (Logansport,
Farrenburg, Codorus, Tuscarora,
Red Hill)
Aishatu Grema (Loon Creek,
Common Spirit, Skippack,
Aughwick-Germany Valley, Boones
Chapel Snow Creek)
Lydia Habila (Community, University Park, Cedar Grove, Diehl’s
Crossroads, Trinity, Goshen)
Liyatu Habitu (Hurricane
Creek, Glade Valley, White Cottage,
Green Tree, Mt. Pleasant, Capon
Chapel)
Febi Haruna (Franklin Grove,
Sam’s Creek, Potsdam, Free Spring,
Palmyra Fellowship, Mathias)
Tabitha Hyelampa (Santa Ana
Principe de Paz, W. Eel River, Tokahookaadi, Greencastle, Travelers
Rest, Mt. Olivet)
Ladi Ibrahim (Anderson,
Meadow Branch, Pleasant Plains,
Germantown, Pine Grove, Bean
Settlement)
Hanatu Ishaku (Glendale,
Bethany, Eden, W. Green Tree,
Woodbury, Oak Grove S.)
Ruth Ishaku (Freeport,
Bethesda, Living Peace, Bear Run,
Wakemans Grove, Mt. View)
Zara Ishaku (Nampa, Longmeadow, Eversole, Markleysburg,
Pleasant Hill, Mt. Carmel)
Hauwa Ishaya (Little Pine, Zion,
Center, Raven Run, Emmanuel)
Hauwa Isuwa (West Palm
Beach Haitian, Paint Creek,
Dayton/East Dayton, Lampeter,
Boones Mill, Whitestone)
Awa James (Restoration-Los

Angeles, N. Webster, Maple Grove,
Everett, York Madison Ave., Newport)
Ladi Joel (Iowa River, Georges
Creek, Hartville, Lewistown, Saint
Paul, Clifton Mills)
Esther John (Boise Mtn. View,
Beaver Creek, Marion, New Beginnings, Collinsville, Pleasant Hill)
Laraba John (Prince of Peace,
Buckeye, Painter Creek, Hershey
Spring Creek, Jackson Park, Chimney Run)
Rhoda John (Boulder, Baugo,
Akron First, Ridgeway, Pleasant
Hill, Troutville)
Eli Joseph (Naples Haitian,
Olathe, Cincinnati, Arbutus, Mt.
Hermon, Covington)
Hauwa Joseph (Yellow Creek,
Welty, Swan Creek, New Freedom,
Grottoes, Sunnyside)
Rebeca Joseph (Romine, Union
Bridge, Mohican, Newville, Harrisonburg First, Rough Run)
Esther Joshua (Decatur, Locust
Grove, Silver Creek, Mechanicsburg, Mount Bethel, Oakvale)
Ruth Joshua (Hammond Ave.,
Maple Grove, Mansfield, E. Fairview, Cloverdale, Buckhannon)
Yana Joshua (Ankeny, Rock
House, Defiance, Alpha and
Omega, Summit, Pine GrovePocahontas)
Rebecca Kabu (Whittier, Salamonie, Akron Eastwood, Paxton,
Knob Creek, Oronoco)
Ruth Kollo (Live Oak, Pine
Creek, New Haven, Renacer-Ephrata, New Fairview, Masons Cove)
Hauwa Kwakwi (Peoria, Piney
Creek, Harris Creek, Faith Community of the Brethren Home,
Melrose, White Pine)
Rakiya Kwamtah (Liberty Mills,
Greenwood, Curryville, State College University, Roanoke 9th St.)
Kauna Lalai (Saint Petersburg
First, Eden Valley, Chippewa, Johnstown Morrellville, Valley Bethel,
Seattle Columbia-Lakewood)
Aisha Lawan (Marion, Osceola,
Cocalico, Tire Hill, Roanoke Central)
Falta Lawan (Middlebury,
Bethany, Dry Run, Spring Mt.,
Roanoke Renacer)

Ruth Lawan (Champaign, Oak
Grove, Painesville, Bunkertown,
Briery Branch, Harman)
Kauna Luka (Lower Deer Creek,
Shalom Ann Arbor, Altoona First,
Mechanic Grove, Mt. Zion Linville)
Na’omi Luka (Fredericksburg
Hillcrest, Manor, Oakland, Mount
Zion Rd., Jeters Chapel, Bowden
Family Worship Center)
Rebecca Luka (Haxtun,
Wawaka, Castine, Conewago,
Erwin, Virginia Beach Uniting)
Kabu Malla (TurnPointe,
Broadwater, Wolgamuth, Tyrone,
Lighthouse)
Laraba Maman (Venice, Topeka, Mack Memorial, Center Hill,
Bethlehem, Ellisforde)
Asabe Manu (New Hope, Buck
Creek, Big Sky, Bermudian, Fairview, Roanoke Summerdean)
Kwadugu Manu (Upper Fall
Creek, Saint Joseph, Bethel, Welsh
Run, Cedar Bluff)
Esther Markus (Cristo de Sion,
Union, Bethel, Geiger, Yahuecas
Cristo Nuestra Paz, Staunton)
Aishatu Musa (Huntington,
Lewiston, Purchase Line, Shippensburg, Olean)
Awagana Musa (Mt. Morris,
Monocacy, W. Charleston, Oakdale,
Free Union, Morgantown)
Hanatu Musa (Wilmington,
Independence, Baltic, Hooversville,
Cedar Grove, Pleasant Valley)
Hauwa Musa (Polo, Thurmont,
W. Alexandria, Dunnings Creek,
Nineveh, Bethel)
Maryamu Musa (Panther Creek,
Beaver Dam, Prices Creek, Heidelberg, Smith Mtn. Lake, Brake)
Palmata Musa (Neighborhood,
Ridgely, Good Shepherd, Pleasant
Ridge, Hollywood, Walnut Grove)
Rejoice Musa (English River,
Frostburg, Sugar Creek W., Sugar
Valley, Elk Run, Durbin)
Saraya Musa (Walnut Grove,
Good Shepherd, Union City, New
Enterprise, Little River, Knobley)
Hauwa Mutah (Nettle Creek,
Drayton Plains First, Lower Claar,
Point, Flat Rock)
Lugwa Mutah (Camp Creek,
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Woodgrove Brethren Christian
Parish, Little Swatara, Robinson,
Hiner)
Kume Mutah (Los Angeles
Imperial Heights, Grandview,
Friendship, Yellow Creek, W. York,
Evergreen)
Ruth Ngladar (New Harvest, S.
Bend Crest Manor, Potter’s House,
Greensburg, Trinity, Timberville)
Hauwa Nkeki (Indianapolis
Northview, Root River, Montgomery, Sugar Run, Mill Creek)
Racheal Nkeki (Girard,
Fairview, Ross, Mohrsville, Ewing,
New Dale)
Hanatu Nuhu (Fort Wayne
Beacon Heights, Marilla, Three
Springs, Rockhill, Rowland Creek)
Grace Paul (Oak Grove, Danville, Sugarcreek East, Nanty Glo,
Red Oak Grove, Shiloh)
Jummai Paul (Jacksonville,
Osage, Bristolville, Huntingdon
Stone, Arlington, Woodbridge)
Ladi Paul (Chicago First, Bush
Creek, Freeburg, Bannerville,
Dayton, Johnsontown)
Laraba Paul (Libertyville,
Constance, Poplar Ridge, Grace
Christian, Madison, Hanging Rock
Fellowship)
Mary Paul (Charismatic
Christian Center, Faithful Servants,
Lakewood, Spring Run, Montezuma, Keyser)
Saraya Paul (New Covenant,
Washington Creek, Bradford, Hanoverdale, Concord, Calvary)
Deborah Peter (Miami First,
Parsons, Happy Corner, Johnstown Roxbury, Good Shepherd
Blacksburg, Richland Valley)
Hauwa Peter (Pleasant Dale,
Lakeview, Annville, Pleasant View,
Lynchburg)
Rhoda Peter (Community
Waterford, New Life, Huntsdale,
Providence, Pleasant View)
Naomi Philimon (Virden,
Westernport, Big Creek, Palmyra,
Fairview Mt. Clinton, Harpers
Chapel)
Mwa Malam Pogu (Circle of
Peace, Antioch, Pleasant Grove,
Lake View Christian, Williamsburg,
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Antioch)
Salomi Pogu (Fairview, Long
Green Valley, Center, Waterside,
Pound River, Mountain Grove)
Tabitha Pogu (La Verne, New
Paris, Brummetts Creek, Ephrata,
Wyomissing, Cedar Grove Ruckersville)
Yana Pogu (Oakley Brick,
Sharpsburg, Troy, Holsinger,
Mountain Grove, Terra Alta)
Luggwa Samuel (Panora, Baltimore Dundalk, Reading, Parkview,
Koinonia Fellowship, Shady Grove)
Saraya Samuel (Robins,
Glendale, Water St., Ligonier, New
Covenant, Beaver Run)
Serah Samuel (Bethel Center,
Open Circle, Cherry Lane, Ridge,
Nokesville)
Rejoice Sanki (Ottumwa,
Denton, Beech Grove, Maitland,
Charlottesville, Hazelton)
Margret Shettima (West
Branch, Pine Grove, Black River,
Mountville, Duncans Chapel,
Harmony Worship Center)
Yanke Shittima (Eglise des
Freres Haitiens, Newton, Lick
Creek, Indiana, Mt. Lebanon,
Meadow Mills)
Tabitha Silas (Ivester, Fairview,
Greenville, Conestoga, Buena Vista
Stone, Cedar Grove Brandywine)
Kwanta Simon (Paradise, Blissville, Mill Creek, Maple Glen, Sierra
Bayamon, Barren Ridge)
Lydia Simon (Hickory Grove,
Sugar Ridge, Bellwood, Riddlesburg, Lowman Valley)
Deborah Soloman (Indianapolis Christ Our Shepherd, Crystal,
Claysburg, Ten Mile, Middle River)
Rifkatu Soloman (La Place,
Gortner Union, Lake Breeze, Monroeville, Ferrum, Brick)
Hana Stephen (Pomona
Fellowship, Portland, Enders, Rayman, Rio Prieto, Arbor Hill)
Saraya Mal. Stover (Tucson,
Nappanee, Melvin Hill, Hempfield,
Rummel, Germantown Brick)
Mary Sule (Gospel Assembly,
McPherson, Brook Park, James
Creek, Bethel, Antioch)
Fatima Tabji (Rock Bible,

Maple Grove, East Nimishillen,
Johnstown Walnut Grove, Bassett,
Smith River)
Hauwa Takai (White Branch,
Common Spirit, Upper Claar,
Plumcreek, Newport News Ivy
Farms)
Hauwa Tella (Arcadia, First
Central, Beavercreek, Shade Creek
Ridge, Midway, Fairview Floyd
County)
Solomi Titus (Living Light of
Peace, Wabash, Light of the Gospel, Harrisburg First, Hawthorne,
New Bethel)
Esther Usman (Los Angeles,
Central Evangelical, Manchester,
Peak Creek, Erie Community
United, York Second, Selma)
Maimuna Usman (Rockford,
Pipe Creek, W. Milton, Mt. Olivet,
Garbers, Petersburg Memorial)
Ladi Wadai (San Diego, Eel
River, Clovis, Greenville, Vega Baja,
Fairview Endless Caverns)
Muli Waligam (Unify Christians, Salem, Eden, Johnstown
Moxham, Shiloh, Sugar Grove)
Margret Watsai (Highland
Ave., Harmony, Pleasant Hill,
Meyersdale, Mtn. Grove Chapel,
Allensville)
Maryamu Wavi (Bowmont,
Trinity, Bethel, Clover Creek, Daleville, Smith Creek)
Hauwa Wule (Lafayette,
Cabool, Wooddale, Rockwood,
Roanoke Hollins Road)
Glory Yaga (Cedar Rapids,
Source of Grace, Dupont, Lebanon, Cedar Run, Tearcoat)
Rahila Yahanna (Cerro Gordo,
Baltimore Friendship, E. Chippewa,
Fair-View, Schoolfield, Sugarland)
Mairama Yahaya (Cherry
Grove, Laurel Glen, Sidney Trinity,
Florin, PleasantDale, Harness Run)
Christy Yahi (Koinonia, N. Winona, Akron Springfield, Hatfield,
Johnson City, Oakton)
Mary Yahona (Salem, Cumberland Living Stone, County
Line, Renacer-Leola, Monte Vista,
Mountain Dale)
Anthonia Yahonna (Iglesia de
Cristo Genesis, Osceola, Shelton,

Snake Spring Valley, Yorkana,
Oak Hill)
Debora Yahonna (Washington
City, Mont Ida, Ashland Dickey,
Maple Spring, Beaver Creek, Mt.
Zion Luray)
Laraba Yahonna (Woodland,
Pleasant View, New Philadelphia,
Martinsburg Memorial, Walnut
Grove, Glady)
Na’omi Yahonna (Bethel,
Poplar Grove, Haitian First New
York, Indian Creek, Mtn. Valley,
Round Hill)
Docas Yakubu (Cedar Creek,
Midland, Carlisle, Rouzerville,
Saunders Grove)
Hadiza Yakubu (Pyrmont,
Florence, Bedford, Richland,
Manassas)
Juliana Yakubu (Bradenton
Good Shepherd, Lenexa Fellowship, Bellefontaine, Sugar Grove,
French Broad, Parkway)
Mary Yakubu (Elkhart Valley,
Hope, Brothersvalley, Roaring
Spring First, Valley Pike)
Maryamu Yakubu (Fruitland,
Hagerstown, New Carlisle, Beech
Run, Forest Chapel, Friends Run)
Rifkatu Yakubu (Springfield,
Laughlin, Antelope Valley, Valley
Point, Sunrise, Oak Grove)
Suzana Yakubu (Life in Christ,
Lone Star, Owl Creek, Bethel,
Falfurrias, Pleasant Valley)
Jinkai Yama (Allison Prairie,
Oak Park, Paradise, Mount Pleasant, Burks Fork, Red Creek Bethel)
Margret Yama (Fort Wayne
Agape, New Haven, Burnham,
Middlecreek, Moneta Lake Side)
Saraya Yanga (Burnettsville,
Adrian, Altoona Juniata, Quakertown First, Bethel Keezletown,
Wiley Ford)
Yana Yidau (York Center,
Salem, Donnels Creek, Myerstown,
Floyd Renacer, Mt. Zion)
Hauwa Yirma (Fruitdale, Monticello Pike Creek, Turkey Creek,
Leamersville, Jennersville, Peters
Creek)
Naomi Zakaria (Bethany, Community, Maple Grove, Way of Hope,
Limestone, Waynesboro)

Reflections

More than a puppeteer

W

hen I grew up as a child and young
person in Virginia, I was taught by wellmeaning leaders a view of the scriptures and
of God that totally failed me later in life because I came to
see them as false and untrustworthy. I became bitter and felt
like I had nothing left in which I could believe. This likely
helps to explain my utter rebellion and reckless living in my
late teens and early 20s.
When I was in college and seminary
in the 1960s, biblical scholars and my
professors referred to this view of
God as the Deus ex machina, a Latin
translation of a Greek phrase meaning
“god from the machine.” The term has
evolved to mean a plot device whereby
one could appeal to God to make
changes almost as if by magic. Prayer
Allen T. Hansell
was often viewed in that fashion:
“God, I need this, please give it to me.”
In my view, this God was the “grand puppeteer,” sitting
off somewhere on his throne keeping a watching eye on
everyone, punishing the bad and rewarding the good. This
wonderful grandfather figure would not let children, girls, or
young women be sexually abused, especially by a loved one;
he would keep the faithful from harm, etc. All one had to do
was lead a good life, go to church, study the Bible, and pray.
For me, this view did not resonate well with reality. I saw too
many innocent people hurt for no apparent reason.

Recently I have built on that perspective with readings in the
Gospel of Matthew and in Revelation 22:1-8, which begins:
“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life,
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the
Lamb through the middle of the street of the city.”
It speaks of the tree of life, whose leaves “are for the
healing of the nations” and the light of God providing eternal
illumination—a “new Jerusalem” with echoes of the tree of
life in the Garden of Eden.
I don’t see life as some static state where God is the Great
Puppeteer. Jesus gave (and gives) us a different view. Life is like
a mighty river flowing toward a mighty ocean—a new heaven
and earth. The view of Revelation 21:1-8 is not only about the
future; it is now. Along the banks of this mighty “River of Life”
there are healing trees. Jesus worked to set up the healing trees,
and we are called to be healing trees for others. The flow of the
water causes rough spots along the banks of the river. They
weren’t put there to hurt or punish anyone. This is life. As we
move along the River of Life, we will have pain and suffering—
the death of loved ones, the suffering of children, hunger and
poverty, incurable diseases, and much more.
The Grand Puppeteer will not magically rescue us. But
there are healing trees that exist along the banks of the
river—hospitals, nurses, and doctors; a fair and honest
justice system; caring families and friends; good schools;
care for the sick and the hungry; protection of abused and
impoverished children; those working for an end to the
modern slave trade, and so on. These are some of the healing

Life is like a mighty river flowing toward
a mighty ocean—a new heaven and earth.
When I was about 15 years old, the brother of a sisterin-law was in a lot of trouble with the law. He was facing
a jail term, the loss of his driver’s license, and a large fine.
He was actually told by the pastor of our church that all of
that would go away if he surrendered his life to Jesus and
joined the church. He did that. He was baptized and became
an active member of the church. He even sang in the choir.
A couple of months later, when he went to court, the judge
“threw the book at him.” You can imagine how this 16-yearold young man felt. He felt lied to. He became bitter and
renounced his faith. I’ve lost contact with him, but I would
not be surprised if he had never set foot in a church again.
Fortunately, Bridgewater College and Bethany Theological
Seminary gave me very different views of the Bible and of
God. They have served me well for the past 50-plus years.

trees along the River of Life. The leaves of the healing tree
"are for the healing of the nations” (Rev. 22:2).
Jesus named several healing trees in Matthew 25:3135: Feed the hungry. Give a drink to the thirsty. Give the
homeless a home. Clothe the naked. Visit and care for the
sick. Go visit those in prison.
Is this not our mission as disciples of Christ Jesus? Each of
us is called to be a healing tree for others. And when our lives
are over and we have done what we could, we continue to flow
in the River of Life, moving toward that great and eternal Ocean
of Life where there is no pain and no suffering.
Allen T. Hansell, from Lancaster, Pa., is a former pastor and district executive and former
executive director of Ministry for the Church of the Brethren. He serves on the Elizabethtown College Board of Trustees and is a member of Lancaster Church of the Brethren. He was diagnosed in October with a terminal illness, prompting these reflections.
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The 2017 workcamps

Stories behind the schedule

T

he Church of the Brethren Workcamp
Ministry will offer 21 events next
summer—six for junior highs, 11 for senior
highs, two for intergenerational groups, and two for young
adults including We are Able for those with disabilities and
their accompaniers. Six are new locations, and seven are
current Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS) project sites.
Connecting with BVS sites is only
one way workcamp locations are
chosen. Here’s a little “behind the
scenes” information to spur excitement about our 2017 season:
In North Fort Myers, Fla., participants will work with the ECHO
Global Farm, an organization doing
its best to eliminate world hunger.
The farm is broken up into different
sections that emulate geographic
Shelley Weachter
conditions and implement farming
techniques from around the world. ECHO’s interns spend
a year at the farm, learning innovative ways to farm in the
rainforest, Appalachia, urban, or arid climates. After mastering these techniques, interns move to corresponding
places on the planet and teach people how to farm effectively. This workcamp has been offered for several years,
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and I attended it as a youth in 2011. Our ECHO workcamp
grew incredibly close as we sweated in the Florida sun,
built agricultural structures in the “rainforest,” milked
goats, weeded the gardens, played in the rain, and sampled
the incredible food grown at the farm. The workcamp
provided hard work, the satisfaction of a job well done, and
an opportunity to grow in my faith with other youth from
around the country. I look forward to offering a similar
experience for those in attendance this summer.
We Are Able has moved its location for the first time
since its inception in 2009. This year it will be held in Elgin, Ill., housed at Judson University, and working at area
food banks and distribution centers. It will partner with
the Parables Community hosted at York Center Church of
the Brethren in Lombard, Ill., a new church plant of children and adults who have special needs, and their families.
Heifer International is an organization with deep roots
in the Church of the Brethren, founded by Dan West in 1944
when he was on the denominational staff. Jay Wittmeyer,
executive director of Global Mission and Service, currently
serves on the Heifer board and has ties to the country of
Nepal. These connections prompt us to partner with Heifer
in Nepal for a young adult workcamp that will provide relief
work to areas still rebuilding after the earthquake of 2015.
There also will be a workcamp at the Heifer Ranch in
Perryville, Ark. Participants will experience first-hand the
work that Heifer does with animals. Perhaps one of the
most meaningful parts of this workcamp will be Heifer’s
Global Gateway, an experience in which participants prepare a meal with limited resources and spend a night in the
Global Village, living in conditions similar to those found
in other countries around the world.
Other BVS projects serving as workcamp locations
next summer include the New Community Project, Harrisonburg, Va.; the Brethren Housing Association, Harrisburg, Pa.; Lybrook (N.M.) Community Ministries; Snowcap
in Portland, Ore.; the Root Cellar, Lewiston, Maine; and
food pantries in Washington, D.C. The Church of the
Brethren has very good relationships with these sites and
the BVS volunteers placed there, so it is exciting to extend
their mission to the youth of the church.
Our hope is that participants will fall in love with the
service and the Christ-centered ideals presented to them
at workcamps, like so many others have—including me.
Shelley Weachter is a BVS volunteer and an assistant coordinator for the Work-
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Jr. High Completed 6th – 8th grade

“I have a lot more things to tell you, but I’d
rather not use pen and ink. I hope to be there
soon in person and have a heart-to-heart talk.
Peace to you. The friends here say

hello

.

1. June 11-15
2. June 15-19
3. June 24-28
4. July 16-20
5. July 18-22
6. July 24-28

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Broadway, Virginia
Harrisonburg, Virginia
Baltimore, Maryland
Roanoke, Virginia
Milford, Indiana
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BibleStudy

What shall
we do with
Joseph?
by Bob Bowman

I

never knew where to put Joseph. Each
December I would help unpack the crèche
set and put the characters in place. Baby Jesus
went in the center; we all knew that. Mary was close by.
The shepherds were placed coming in from the left and the
wise men from the right. Sometimes there was a sheep or
two that could be placed in front of the shepherds.
But in my hand was an additional character. Sometimes
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it took me a while to remember, “Oh yes. Joseph!” Where to
put him was a puzzle.
It was also a puzzle for Christian artists throughout
history. They didn’t know where to put Joseph either. In
one fourth-century carving, Mary is seated holding the
infant Jesus on her lap. Jesus is reaching out to receive the
gifts from the three wise men. There are even camels, but
Joseph does not appear.

Mary and Joseph with Jesus by Bernhard Strigel, 1506

Through the ages, Joseph has been portrayed behind
Mary’s chair, or hiding behind a pillar, or standing far off to
the side looking irrelevant.
That’s how it is in the Gospel of Luke, as well. Luke says
Joseph was the man to whom Mary was engaged. Luke also
says it was because of Joseph that Jesus was in the lineage
of David. After that, Luke practically shoves Joseph off
stage and centers the story on Mary.
Yet Joseph was a person. He has his own faith story.
The Bible tells us very little about Joseph. Was he young
or old, bald or bearded, thin or stocky? That, of course, has
not stopped the faithful from filling in the missing chinks.
About 150 years after the birth of Jesus some kind, faithful
souls wrote what one could call a fanciful devotional about
the birth of Jesus. An elaborate backstory was invented
about Mary growing up in the temple until she was 12,
and then being betrothed to Joseph, an old widower with

not spoil the word “father” for Jesus.
Joseph had a dream in which an angel of the Lord
told him it was okay to take Mary as his wife because her
pregnancy was holy (Matt. 1:20-21). I have never been
convinced that dreams are an especially efficient method
of communicating anything, let alone the will of the Divine.
Even if Joseph did believe his dream came from God, he
still had to make up his mind what to do with the message
it contained.
Was it just as hard for Joseph to agree to this business as
it was for Mary? Mary’s response to the angel was passive:
“Let it happen to me as you have said” (Luke 1:38). Joseph
had to take responsibility; he had to go, to take, and to
name. How did he find the courage to obey his angel? Did
he know that for the rest of his life he would be moved off
center stage and reduced to standing on the sidelines? Why
did he agree? Can obedience ever be as swift and unques-

Through the ages, Joseph has been portrayed behind
Mary’s chair, or hiding behind a pillar . . . . Yet Joseph
was a person. He has his own faith story.

grown sons. That was the first suggestion that Mary was
young and Joseph was old. Most paintings of Joseph, then,
continued to portray him as old. About the time of the
Renaissance, however, a few artists began picturing him as
more nearly the age of Mary.
Matthew is the only book in the Bible to take a fair look
at Joseph. According to Matthew, Joseph found that Mary
was pregnant. He considered divorce, but he did not want
Mary to suffer the shame of divorce.
Joseph and Mary were betrothed. In the laws of that
time and place, betrothal was as binding as marriage. It required a certificate of divorce to break a betrothal. Unfaithfulness during betrothal was treated as adultery and could
be punishable by death.
Matthew tells us that Joseph wanted to cause Mary the
least embarrassment. This speaks of Joseph’s love for Mary
or, if not love, at least his innate kindness to one who, it appeared, had done him wrong. Either way, this tells us much
of the character of Joseph. It is no wonder that sister Anna
Mow used to say that Joseph was the kind of man who did

tioning as the brief New Testament account makes it seem
for Mary and for Joseph? Am I the only one who wrestles
with obedience?
Traditional Christmas cards frequently feature what one
writer has called “an annual ritual humiliation for Joseph.”
He offers no lamb, gold, or frankincense. He does not even
host the visit of the shepherds or the magi. He simply
stands there with the ox and ass, somewhere out of the way
so his wife and baby can be adored by the rest of us. He is
the model of humility.
In the last century something new has been added to our
understanding of Joseph. In modern images of the nativity, he is more prominent. Some say it is a result of a new
understanding of masculinity. It is a broader appreciation
for the sensitive side of men. As a result, we now see an
occasional Christmas card with Joseph holding the baby
Jesus with protective tenderness and love. I’m glad to see
Joseph back on center stage with Jesus.
An ordained minister in the Church of the Brethren, Bob Bowman is professor
emeritus of religion at Manchester University, North Manchester, Ind.
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The Stanford Prison Experiment

I

gravitate toward films that generate good
conversation. For the last 16 years I have directed a
film series at my university called Reel Conversations.
Each month we screen a recent film and hold a student
conversation moderated by a faculty member who has an
interest or expertise related to the film.
When a colleague in psychology suggested The Stanford
Prison Experiment, it seemed like a natural fit. Almost weekly
it seems as if a video emerges capturing uniformed authority
engaged in shocking actions that reverberate through our communities. Given the startling number of
Americans incarcerated and the less-documented violence that takes place behind
prison walls, this felt like an obvious and
relevant conversation starter. However, I
may not be able to have this conversation
on my campus or even recommend this
film for a Christian audience—or can I?
The Stanford Prison Experiment is
Michael McKeever
based on one of the best known social
science experiments of the last century and the 2007 book The
Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil. The
experiment is likely familiar to many high school or university
psychology students. Though not stated in the film, the study
was funded by the US Navy to better understand conflicts between guards and prisoners in military prisons.
During the summer of 1971, Stanford psychologist Dr. Philip
Zimbardo and a handful of associates converted the basement
of a campus building into a makeshift prison. They selected 24
male students who had responded to an ad promising $15 a day
for participating in the study. They interviewed volunteers to
screen out those with tendencies toward violence and aggression. Nearly every volunteer also indicated that he would prefer
to be a prisoner than a guard. Participants were ultimately told
that their assignments were based on their personality traits.
However, unbeknownst to them, they were actually randomly
assigned to play their roles by the toss of a coin.
Guards were provided uniforms and a pair of mirrored
sunglasses stereotypically associated with law enforcement
officers in the deep South. Guards were not to use physical
violence but were nevertheless given a night stick and told to
maintain control. Prisoners were “feminized” by being forced
to wear beige smocks and stocking caps. Prisoners were only
referred to by numbers rather than names and were told to address the guards as “Mr. Correctional Officer.”
Within one day things began to spiral out of control, and

by day two the situation had completely unraveled into something reminiscent of The Lord of the Flies or the Attica prison
uprising. As they were paced through their regimented meals
and exercises, prisoners who rebelled against the routine
were disciplined with creative and astonishing punishments
of the guards’ own devising in an ever intensifying struggle to
maintain control. Zimbardo and his associates who monitored
the experiment around the clock with security cameras were
astounded by the power of a simple and artificially imposed
scenario to alter the social dynamics. The study was intended to
last two weeks but had to be terminated after only six days, not
only because of the escalating cruelty and degradation exhibited
by the guards, but also because of Zimbardo’s self-realization
that he was becoming a toxic participant in his own experiment.
The Stanford Prison Experiment has an excellent ensemble cast
led by Billy Crudup, who plays Zimbardo. The movie faithfully
recreates the experiment in a realistic and believable fashion—
and that may be its most problematic aspect. The film uncomfortably conveys the suffocating sense of a locked-in environment
appropriate for such a disturbing study of the psychology of
incarceration. The atmosphere is always heavy and tense in the
tight, airless hallway where a few empty classrooms have been
converted into cells. I felt a palpable sense of relief during the few
scenes that took place outside of the simulated prison setting.
Like the experiment itself, the film is a test of endurance.
I know this film can encourage valuable discussion, but because of its offensive language, scenes of degradation, and other
objectionable content, I am not sure it is appropriate for our university film series. However, I happened to watch it while testing
a video streaming service called VidAngel, which provides the option of selectively filtering some or all offensive language, nudity,
and/or violence in the many motion pictures it makes available.
Over the years there have been a number of films I would have included in our film series except for some exceptionally offensive
content found in a scene or two. Now that the technology exists
to filter such elements, I face the dilemma of whether or how
much of the content to filter in a film like The Stanford Prison Experiment. After all, it is the disturbing and discomforting nature of
the subject matter that invites empathy and serious reflection.
Now that it is possible to selectively avoid the troubling and
uncomfortable elements of a serious film I must ask, should I?
Should we?
Michael McKeever is professor and chair of Biblical and
Theological Studies at Judson University in Elgin, Ill.,
where he founded the Reel Conversations film series. He
is a member of Highland Avenue Church of the Brethren.

About the FILM
Title: The Stanford Prison Experiment. Theatrical release: July 17, 2015. Running time: 122 minutes. Director: Kyle
Patrick Alvarez. MPAA rating: R for language including abusive behavior and some sexual references.
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Budget, hurricane relief, state of the church on board agenda

F

inancial reports and a
budget proposal for
2017, disaster relief following
Hurricane Matthew, and discussion of
the state of the church were all on the
agenda of the fall meeting of the Mission
and Ministry Board. Meetings were held
Oct. 13-17 at the General Offices in Elgin,
Ill., chaired by Don Fitzkee, assisted by
chair-elect Connie Burk Davis.
This was the first board meeting for
David Steele as general secretary. The
weekend included a service of consecration for Steele.

State of the church
Annual Conference moderator Carol
Scheppard led a session for board and
staff considering the question, “Church
of the Brethren: Are we who we say we
are?” Two additional sessions led by
board members focused on root causes
of tension in the church.
The three board members—Donita
Keister, Jonathan Prater, and J. Trent
Smith—were named to a small committee after the 2016 Annual Conference to
help lead the board in responding to the
query “Living Together as Christ Calls.”
Stan Dueck from the Congregational
Life Ministries staff was asked to join
the committee, as well.
The Conference had referred the
concerns of the query to the board. The

Post this page

query asks, in part, for an effort “to address the roots of our tension and develop
strategies that will aid us in treating one
another in a truly Christ-like manner.”
Survey results and other preliminary work by the committee aided the
board’s discussion, which succeeded in
identifying numerous causes of tension
in the church as well as some possible
strategies for responding. However, the
board did not get to the point of making
recommendations for action.
“The committee had hoped we would
get further in identifying strategies,” said
Fitzkee, “but the issues are complex. If
there were easy solutions somebody else
would have found them by now.”
Board officers and the committee
will determine next steps for continuing
to address the query.
Budget for 2017
The board approved a 2017 balanced
budget of $5,192,000 for Core Ministries, and a “grand total” budget for all
denominational ministries of approximately $8,517,000. The 2017 budget
is $160,000 lower in anticipated Core
Ministries expenses than the parameter
approved by the board in June. However, it includes more than $700,000
of “bridges” or one-time transfers of
redirected funds from reserves including previously unused designated funds,
and monies from the New Windsor
Buildings and Grounds Land, Building,
and Equipment Fund.
A new Ministry Enablement Contribution will take effect with the 2017
budget, representing a 9 percent contribution from donations to the Emergency Disaster Fund and the Global
Food Initiative Fund, as well as other
restricted donations. This contribution replaces internal fees previously
charged to these funds.
A 1.5 percent cost-of-living increase
in salaries is built into the 2017 bud-

get, which also takes into account an
anticipated increase in health insurance
premiums, and continues an employer
contribution to employee Health Savings Accounts.
In addition, the board approved
bringing the budget of Messenger into
the Core Ministries budget. This will
end some years of the denominational
magazine being considered a “selffunding ministry.”
Hurricane relief
The executive committee approved
two grants of $40,000 each for disaster
relief following Hurricane Matthew to
come out of the Emergency Disaster
Fund (EDF). One will “kick start” the
Brethren response in Haiti, which will
be a cooperative effort of l’Eglise des
Freres d’Haiti (the Church of the Brethren in Haiti), Brethren Disaster Ministries, the Haiti Medical Project, and the
Global Food Initiative. The other grant
supports the hurricane relief work of
Church World Service (CWS) in Haiti.
A smaller grant of $7,500 is an initial
allocation to the hurricane relief efforts
of CWS on the east coast with a focus
on those affected by flooding in the
Carolinas.
In other business
Patrick Starkey was called as the next
chair-elect, to begin at the board’s
reorganization meeting during the 2017
Annual Conference.
The resignation of board member
John Hoffman was received, for reasons
of health. He is awaiting a kidney transplant. The board shared prayer for his
healing, and for a suitable organ donor
to be found.
William C. Felton of Royersford, Pa.,
was named as a Church of the Brethren representative to the Germantown
Trust. He is a member of Providence
Church of the Brethren.

You are welcome to photocopy this page. For more Newsline stories and to subscribe to Newsline’s free e-mail news service go to www.brethren.org/news
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NewslineDigest
Grants support disaster
rebuilding following flooding
Brethren Disaster Ministries has directed grants
from the Emergency Disaster Fund (EDF)
to support rebuilding projects in South Carolina and Detroit,
as well as disaster relief work in South Sudan.
In related news, Brethren Disaster Ministries reports
that with support from an EDF grant announced in October, the Haitian Church of the Brethren (l’Eglise des Freres
Haitiens) has begun distributing food and supplies to survivors of Hurricane Matthew. On Oct. 20 the first distribution
was held in Bois Leger, when 73 families received food and
supplies, as well as canned chicken provided by Southern
Pennsylvania and Mid-Atlantic Districts. Tarpaulins were
provided to 25 families.
South Carolina
An allocation of $45,000 has opened a Brethren Disaster
Ministries rebuilding project near Columbia to continue the
recovery from the October 2015 flooding. Brethren Disaster
Ministries has been working through a partnership with
the United Church of Christ Disaster Ministries and the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to help repair some of
those damaged homes as part of the Disaster Recovery Support Initiative (DRSI). The DRSI partner site was closed by
the end of October, and to continue the much needed longterm recovery work in the state and help fulfill the commitments of this grant funding, Brethren Disaster Ministries is
opening a rebuilding project in the same area.
Detroit
An additional allocation of $35,000 continues rebuilding
work by Brethren Disaster Ministries in northwest Detroit,
Mich. The grant underwrites operational expenses related
to volunteer support, and volunteer training, tools, and
equipment needed for the work. At the end of the year, it
will help cover moving expenses as the project is packed up
and moved to another site to be determined. Small portions

of the grant will go to the Northwest Detroit Flood Recovery
Project to help with construction materials. A previous grant
of $45,000 was made to this project in March.
South Sudan
An additional allocation of $5,000 has continued the Brethren response to increasing food insecurity in South Sudan.
Grants totaling $18,000 supported food distributions made
earlier this year.
Material Resources
Material Resources has begun making shipments of relief
goods in response to Hurricane Matthew. The first shipments
made in October on behalf of Church World Service included:
• 100 clean-up buckets and 2 cartons of hygiene kits to
Plymouth, N.C.
• 1,100 clean-up buckets to Kinston, N.C. (in 2 different
shipments)
• 1,000 clean-up buckets to Wilmington, N.C.
• 6 cartons of baby kits, 50 cartons of school kits, 6 cartons of hygiene kits, and 180 clean-up buckets to Williamson, W.Va.
• 6 cartons of baby kits, 50 cartons of school kits, 6
cartons of hygiene kits, and 180 clean-up buckets to
Moundsville, W.Va.
Another shipment was made on behalf of Lutheran World
Relief: 2 40-foot containers with 220 bales of quilts, 380
cartons of personal care kits, 260 cartons of school kits, and
50 cartons of soap to Haiti.
For more about the Emergency Disaster Fund and to contribute financially, go to www.brethren.org/edf.

Personnel notes
Julie Mader Hostetter, executive director of the Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership, will retire Jan. 31, 2017.
The Brethren Academy is a partnership
of the Church of the Brethren and Bethany Theological Seminary. Along with
oversight of denominational certificatelevel ministry programs, including Train26 Messenger December 2016

ing in Ministry (TRIM) and Education
for Shared Ministry (EFSM), Hostetter provided leadership for continuing
education and the Sustaining Pastoral
Excellence (SPE) program underwritten
by the Lilly Endowment Inc., which was
succeeded by the Sustaining Ministerial
Excellence program in 2015. To bet-

ter serve Spanish-speaking Brethren in
ministry training, the Seminario Biblico
Anabautista Hispano (SeBAH-COB)
certificate program was launched in
cooperation with the Mennonite Education Agency in 2011. In 2015 the academy
assumed responsibility for ministerial
ethics training in the denomination.

Letters
Engaging God’s world

If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you
says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet
you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that?

Zakariya Musa

—James 2:15-16 NRSV

John Braun

Martin Hutchison

Kendra Harbeck

I dove into September’s issue with gratitude that the Church of the Brethren is
engaging God’s sacred world, from racial
injustice and systemic inequalities to
Pokémon Go and hospitable public space.
Brethren wisely have clung to Paul’s
teaching to the Romans to be “in the
world but not of the world.” But too
often we’ve interpreted it in shallow
ways. Rejecting “worldly” politics
or technology may appeal to some
Brethren, but avoiding secular politics
or smartphones doesn’t demonstrate or
develop faith. Too often we have used
religion as an excuse to avoid what
makes us uncomfortable.
Jesus asks us to wade into the world’s
waters. He gets right in the Jordan with
John and so many yearning Jews. He
walks up to the Sea of Galilee and asks
the fishermen to fish in a new way. He
steps onto the Sea of Galilee and turns old
teachings about purity on their heads.
Jesus invites friends and followers

Global Food Initiative
To contribute, write your check to Global Food Initiative and send to Church of the Brethren,
1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin IL 60120. Or give online by visiting www.brethren.org/gfi.
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What’s your financial
journey?

to engage worldly politics and tools to
bring life to God’s kingdom in our midst:
to dig deeper than outright rejection or
passive acceptance, to strive for balance,
and to serve others through our thoughts,
speech, work, and play.
Anna Lisa Gross
Huntingdon, Pa.

I can relate
Thank you for publishing “Membership
from behind bars” and the letter from
When it comes to your finances, are you on a path to meet your short- and
long-term goals? Do you have a financial plan that takes your faith and values
into consideration?
Everence can help you plan for your financial journey. It’s one way we’re doing
better together. Learn how you can too.
®

(800) 348-7468
everence.com
Banking | Insurance | Financial Planning | Investing | Retirement | Charitable Giving
Everence offers credit union services that are federally insured by NCUA. Investments and other
products are not NCUA or otherwise federally insured, may involve loss of principal and have no
credit union guarantee. All products are not available in all states.

classifieds
Reformation Tour to Germany. Travel to Germany July 9-20, 2017 with Mark Flory Steury to
observe the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. Visit Luther sites in Wittenberg, Eisenach,
Erfurt and Marburg. Visit German cities of Berlin, Dresden and Leipzig. Also a visit to Schwarzenau, birthplace of the Brethren. Also includes
a Rhine River cruise and a train ride to Strasbourg, France. Contact Mark Flory Steury at
florysteury@gmail or 630-701-5348. Online at
http://www.cvent.com/d/mfq9v.

2140859 Financial planning ad for The Messenger: 4.875x5

We’d love to see you for God’s Green Earth
MARCH 16-19, 2017
Living not in the Garden but in the city and country, how can we serve
God by caring for creation?
Talks and workshops will include a range of views on topics such as
ethical farming and consuming, protecting biodiversity, responding to
climate change, and simple living for today. Please join us for God’s
Green Earth, A Call to Care and Witness.
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REGISTER AT

bethanyseminary.edu/forum17

Letters
Raymond Johnson on death row. I can
relate to this beautiful human, as I supported sister Wanda Callahan in her
death row ministry at Michigan City,
Ind., for many years. I also volunteered
in a program called Inmate/Outmate at
that same prison for 24 years.
Christ surely is alive and well in all
those cells located behind tall fences
topped with barbed wire. I continue
to pray daily for all persons who are
incarcerated. I applaud our denomination’s Death Row Support Project!
Carolyn M. Colver
Frostproof, Fla.

Time for another John Kline
I appreciated the June edition. Every
part of it touched me in some way, ei-

ther providing new insight or eliciting
an “Amen.” I was encouraged by the
words of Mary Varner Rosborough, “I
optimistically believe we will continue
to be a leavening denomination!”
Maybe it’s time for a Messenger
article on John Kline. I’ve been reading a booklet that I picked up at the
2014 Annual Conference, A Memorial Collection from Brethren Life and
Thought—Articles on Elder John Kline.
We need a present-day prophet such
as he was in the 1800s. We need more
like him preaching the gospel of love,
peace, and goodwill.
M. Robert Zigler wrote that Kline was
“the master exponent of the faith of the
Brethren to proclaim and maintain the
unity of the Brethren regardless of what
happened in other denominations or the

nation.” Zigler questioned how it was
possible for Kline to be a farmer, a physician, a church administrator, and an outstanding citizen. He stated that there is
abundant evidence Kline had an interest
in special activities for the development
of the country, such as the establishment
of a railroad. He also was interested in
education (even donating land for an
academy) and church music and missions. Zigler wrote, “To accomplish all
these things there was one objective—
the building of Christian brotherhood.
The record reveals that he was willing to
go to prison for such an objective to be
realized; he was unafraid of death. This
life is a challenge to those of us who live
in these days of confusion.”
Gail Heisel
Chino, Calif.

TurningPoints
Send information for
Turning Points to Diane
Stroyeck, 1451 Dundee
Ave, Elgin, IL 60120;
800-323-8039, ext. 327;
dstroyeck@brethren.org.
Information must be
complete in order to be
published. Information
older than one year cannot
be published.

New members
Brownsville, Knoxville,
Md.: Robert Heavner,
Samantha Wachter,
Bobby Bowers, Dave
Moser, Kay Moser, Brian
Ellis, Amber Ellis, Grace
Ellis, Zoe Glauser, Zach
Glauser, Logan Glauser,
Christopher Mohler,
Colby Mohler, George
Callan, Jill Callan
Claysburg, Pa.: Lisa Karacz,
Don Matters, Jean Matters, Joe Kennedy, Ryan
Kennsinger, Susan Dodson, Jane Strittmatter
Elm Street, Lima, Ohio:
Mark L. Leist
McPherson, Kan.: Kirk
MacGregor, Carolyn
Schrock, Roger Schrock
Rossville, Ind.: Kevin Beard,

Ruby Beard
Springfield, Coopersburg,
Pa.: Lenard Kramer
Stevens Hill, Elizabethtown,
Pa.: John Grubic,
Andrew Lesoine
Uniontown, Pa.: Emily Bowers, Dylan Conticelli, Luke
Conticelli, Kelly Galand,
Courtney Means, Emelea
Rankin, Stanley Rankin,
Susan Rankin, Nikolas
Schwarz, Krista Thompson, Brendan Young

Wedding
anniversaries
Brown, Maurice and Jane
Phyllis, Glen Arm, Md., 65
Fogelsanger, Jay and Doris,
Hanover, Pa., 60
Gilmore, Walt and Jean,
Ashland, Ohio, 55
Johnson, Dale and Jeanne,
Perrysburg, Ohio, 65
Keener, Duane and Donna,
Ashland, Ohio, 55
McNally, Mark and Barbara, Phoenixville, Pa., 50
Miller, Ammon and Violet,
Lake Odessa, Mich., 68
Snavely, Duane and Joyce,
Freeport, Mich., 64
Straub, Gene and Donna,
Taneytown, Md., 55

Deaths
Alderfer, Elizabeth Cassel,
96, Souderton, Pa.,
Sept. 8
Beamer, Ruth, 93, Johnstown, Pa., Sept. 27
Berkey, Geraldine, 96,
Windber, Pa., Sept. 27
Brindle, Gwendolyn Crossen, 62, Ashland, Ohio,
Sept. 20
Clark, Loren Keith, 92,
North Liberty, Ind.,
Aug. 22
Coffman, Eldon H., 84,
Cabool, Mo., Sept. 6
Dulabaum, Marion E., 86,
Uniontown, Ohio, Sept. 16
Dunmire, Gertrude Larue,
84, McVeytown, Pa.,
Aug. 28
Eichelberger, Esther Naomi
Hess, 94, Hopkins,
Minn., Aug. 29
Ewart, John L., 91, Louisville, Ohio, July 21
Greenwood, Sarah A. Milligan, 85, Limerick, Pa.,
Sept. 21
Griggs, Ronald, 87, Ashland, Ohio, Aug. 15
Hall, Joe, 84, Waynesboro,
Va., Sept. 21
Heister, Daisyanna, 84,
Annville, Pa., Sept. 30

Johnson, Horace Defoy, 83,
Columbus, N.C., June 12
Johnson, James Arthur, 96,
Columbus, N.C., May 21
Koffel, Louise Heath, 83,
Frederick, Pa., Aug. 7
Lough, Bennie R., 78, Dayton, Va., Sept. 8
Mason, Frank, 91, Clarence,
Mo., Aug. 5
McGolerick, M. Ruth Norris, 92, Frederick, Md.,
June 4
Morgan, Merrillyn M., 85,
South Bend, Ind., July 31
Morris, Wellman, 83, Earlysville, Va., Sept. 23
Moyer, Marion C., 101,
Harleysville, Pa., Sept. 8
O’Donovan, Shirley Stopes,
82, Henrico, Va., Aug. 20
Pool, Beulah B., 86, Canton,
Ohio, July 10
Price, Holly Jeanette, 62,
Keedysville, Md., May 15
Quay, Arlene, 88, Oaks, Pa.,
Sept. 26
Randall, Wanna Marie
Wilfong, 66, Grottoes,
Va., July 2
Sizemore, A. Butler, 86,
Milltown, Ind., Sept. 25
Smith, Clarence, 91, Charlottesville, Va., July 13
Smith, Janice M., 64, Mishawaka, Ind., March 19

Solanky, Ansuya Henry, 88,
Richmond, Va., June 21
Ziegler, Lorraine Koffel, 94,
Harleysville, Pa., Sept. 10

Licensed
Baer, Rose, Atl. N. E. Dist.
(Elizabethtown, Pa.),
Sept. 25
Gordon, Ronald D., Jr. W.
Marva Dist. (Fairview,
Oakland, Md.), Sept. 18
Kraenbring, Naomi, Atl. N.
E. Dist. (Elizabethtown,
Pa.), Sept. 25
Shull, Gary W., Shen. Dist.
(Summit, Bridgewater,
Va.), Oct. 2

Placements
Gunn, Jody Ellingson, pastor, Bethany, Farmington,
Del., Oct. 9
Hill, Carl S., pastor, Potsdam, Ohio, Sept. 1
Knoll, John, from interim
to pastor, Elkins, W.Va.,
Aug. 7
Lester, Megan A., from
chaplain, Hershey Medical Center, Hershey, Pa.,
to pastor, Paxton, Harrisburg, Pa., Oct. 1
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Remember what it
means to be Christian

W

e come into this Christmas season
following what may have been the
worst election cycle in our nation’s history.

We prepare for the future with the “I’m not excited but that
person was better than the other one” mindset. And yet,
we must remember that Christmas is the exact opposite.
Christmas is about birth, and fresh starts and second chances.
As we enter into this Christmas season, we finish out
what has been a tumultuous year. There is constant unrest
and uneasiness. We are scared to be in community. We
judge quickly before we bother to
listen, analyze, and work to understand. We scream rather than talk,
and we answer rather than listen.
But the question is, am I describing
our actions as a church, or from a
secular point of view—or both?
Maybe this season we will remember that our lives are gifts—the
ultimate gifts. They are blessings
Eric Bishop
for whatever amount of time we are
allowed to have them. In some cases we get extended use,
and in others life is far too short. Our calling as Christians
is to live a Christ-like life. We are supposed to model our
beliefs and actions after Jesus, who turned his back on no
one, even his persecutors.
US Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas, a man with
whom I likely do not agree on anything, said recently, “I
think that we have decided that rather than confront the

found that we cannot even have a conversation about sexuality, let alone come together and agree on much about it. We
still cannot have an open and honest conversation about
race after seeing Black man after Black man lynched by the
people who are sworn to protect them. We have questioned
each other’s religiosity and spirituality, and we have questioned each other’s patriotism and right to protest injustice.
We even question the legality of being human.
Again, where does the church end and society begin?
The lines are as blurred as they ever have been. There is no
one uniting voice or presence to which we all are willing
to listen. We are so caught up in our individual spaces that
we have forgotten our greater purpose of serving humanity
and God. We have tarnished the Golden Rule.
“So in everything, do to others what you would have
them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets,” says Matthew 7:12. We’ve not been provided good
examples by our political leaders in how to display civility.
They call each other names, and some even encourage their
constituents to punch people who disagree with them. Are
our church leaders much different, minus the punching
part? Or is their incivility displayed by verbal “punching”
or, worse yet, silence? As Christians we are not necessarily
providing the best example to those whom we encourage
to join us. We are not providing a great example to the next
generation of Christians.
The birth of the baby boy brought kings to a stable, and
had them sitting with animals on their knees to witness a
miracle under the light of a bright star. As we slow down

As we enter into this Christmas season, we finish
out what has been a tumultuous year.
disagreement and differences of opinion, we’ll just simply
annihilate the person who disagrees with us.” I believe this
sums up our relationships with each other, both inside and
outside of the church.
We should reflect on this year because it’s been rough.
While there are always bright spots along the way, we have
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and reflect on our past and our present and our future this
Christmas season, it’s time to search for that bright star and
remember what it means to be Christian.
Eric Bishop is a member of La Verne (Calif.) Church of the Brethren, works at
Chaffey College in southern California, and is a lecturer at the University of
La Verne. He also is a member of the Bethany Seminary Board of Trustees.
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“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?
We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him”
(Matthew 2:2, NIV).

Thank you for your dedication to
the Church of the Brethren in 2016.
May you be filled with joy and wonder
as we celebrate the coming of Emmanuel.
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