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One of the messages we hear from loyal readers is a 
plea to keep the print edition of Messenger alive. Some people say 

they’re not technologically adept. Others say they simply prefer reading from 
paper. You can be sure, then, that we’re doing all we can to stay afloat in a 
world where that means swimming against the tide.

At the same time, we want to be accessible for those who are more inclined 
to read individual articles that are passed around via 
social media. Next month we will launch a Messenger 
website that carries feature articles, opinion essays, and 
Newsline stories. Messenger will have some digital-
only content there, and the print edition will have some 
print-only content. 

This new website is not the same as the digital 
edition that we launched three years ago. We haven’t 
decided yet whether to continue that once the new 
Messenger website goes live, so let us know if you 
think we should. It may have ongoing value as a digital 
replica of the print edition (which the website will not 
be), but maybe not.

As we move forward there will be changes in staffing. This issue is the last 
for Randy Miller, who has been editor for almost six years, beginning with the 
April 2010 issue. Our thanks to him for his stewardship of the magazine during 
this season of Messenger’s long life.

Beginning with the March issue, the magazine will be produced by an edito-
rial team of three people—Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford, Jan Fischer Bachman, 
and me—who will expand current responsibilities to include Messenger.

We are also constituting something new—a group of volunteer contributing 
editors who will help us be more connected to various parts of the church. You 
will see their names added to the magazine’s masthead as they come on board, 
and from time to time you will see their bylines.

The editorial team is supported by several behind-the-scenes people: Diane 
Stroyeck, subscriptions specialist; Karen Stocking, who handles production and 
advertising; and Jean Clements, who assembles the Turning Points page. Thanks 
to these colleagues and also to designer Paul Stocksdale, of the Concept Mill. 

Our deepest gratitude is to our readers. Thank you for the joy of serving each 
one of you.
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by the numbers

Do you have district or congrega-
tional stories that might be of  
interest to Messenger? Short items 
with a photo are best. Send them to 
Messenger, c/o In touch, 1451 
Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL  60120 or 
messenger@brethren.org.

Intouch

Last year, the edgewood Church of the brethren (New windsor, Md.) decided to 
place greater emphasis on witnessing. The challenge was to come up with something interest-
ing that the whole congregation could get behind.

Then last year, at our planning retreat, a usually quiet deacon piped up with something unique. “Let’s build 
a float to enter in the two local firemen’s parades in the summer.” Stunned silence followed. But the more we 
thought about it, the more we liked it.

Soon we had a plan. A team of men would pull a cart using ropes that sported a cross whose crossbeam would 
be in the shape of a hammer head. An attached sign would read: “Pulling together to build God’s kingdom.” 

“We first thought of using the term ‘church,’ instead of ‘kingdom,’ but realized that, to some, ‘church’ conjures 
up an image of a building,” said deacon chair Tom Barnes. Thus we went with the word “kingdom.”

On the Sunday prior to the parades, the congregation gathered on the front lawn to anoint and bless the float. 
Then, on two consecutive Sundays, four men pulled the float—with our church name on both sides—through the 
streets of two local towns.

But the witnessing didn’t stop there. Several men and women who accompanied the float handed out bags of 
Testamints—candies whose wrappers bear scripture verses—to interested parade watchers. We stapled onto each 
bag a note that had our church’s name, location, and times of services.

To our delight, the float was a hit with parade watchers. People who received the Testamints were eager to talk 
to those distributing them, so much so that our members had to hustle to keep up with the rolling float.

We will never know the full impact of this witnessing venture, but we hope that the 1,000-plus candy packets 
we distributed, and the hammer-head cross, will inspire people searching for meaning and purpose in their lives 
to seek us out and join our community believers.

—Lois Duble is a deacon for Edgewood Church of the Brethren in New Windsor, Md.

Pulling together to build God’s kingdom
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including the Church of 
the Brethren, who signed 
a Jan. 15 letter to the US 
Senate in support of 
Syrian refugees500
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Illinois pastor to receive Purpose Prize Fellow award

Dawn M. blackman Sr. has been 
interviewed for the “Getting Personal” 
feature in the Champaign/Urbana, Ill., 

News-Gazette. The coverage includes a videotaped 
interview as well as a printed feature article. 

Blackman recently was 
announced as one of the 
recipients of the 2015 
Purpose Prize Fellow award 
from Encore.org for her 
achievements within the 
local community, including 
hosting a food pantry at 
Champaign Church of the 
Brethren and coordinating 

the Randolph Street community garden affiliated 
with the church. She is an associate minister at the 
Champaign (Ill.) Church of the Brethren, and also 
works part-time as a package handler at FedEx 

Ground. Find the full interview at www.news-
gazette.com/living/2015-12-20/getting-personal-
dawn-m-blackman-sr.html. (See page 16 for more 
about Dawn Blackman and the community garden in 
Champaign, Ill.)

Lancaster (Pa.) Church of the Brethren is celebrating a record 
1,500-plus prayer breakfasts over 30 years, according to an ar-
ticle by Earle Cornelius in Lancaster Online. “On a brutally cold 
Wednesday morning 30 years ago, 16 people gathered for a prayer 
breakfast at Lancaster Church of the Brethren. . . . On Jan. 16, the 
group [held] a special prayer breakfast to commemorate having 
met every week for the past 30 years,” Cornelius reported.

Seeking common 
ground in Virginia
 
Manassas (Va.) Church of the Brethren 
was represented by Illana Naylor at a 
Unity in Community event Dec. 13, at 
Dar Al Noor, the Muslim Association 
of Virginia, and VOICE (Virginians 
Organized for Interfaith Community 
Engagement). Interfaith friends were 
invited to share a meal and a dialogue 
focusing upon Muslim and Christian 
perspectives of sacred peace, Naylor 
said in a brief report from the event. 
“Given the ongoing acts of violence 
from multiple sectors of society, our 
gathered friends prayed for peace, 
justice, and understanding by building 
relationships with our neighbors and 
becoming committed to one another’s 
safety,” she wrote. Naylor presented 
Taalibah Hassan, interfaith coordinator 
for Dar Al Noor, with the gift of a poin-
settia from the Manassas church.

Lancaster celebrates more  
than 1,500 prayer breakfasts



Remembered
Marianne K. Michael, 98, a former mission worker in Nigeria, passed 
away Dec. 17 in Iowa City, Iowa. She had served with her husband, 
Herbert Michael, as a Church of the Brethren missionary for 13 years 
from 1948 to 1961, working at the mission headquarters in the village 
of Garkida. Her primary work in Nigeria was with women and girls, 
visiting in homes and teaching Bible, literacy, and sewing classes to 
women who had not had an opportunity to attend school, and founding 
and supervising Girls Life Brigade clubs. During her time in Nigeria, 
she also wrote articles for the denominational magazine, then called the 
Gospel Messenger. After returning from Nigeria to Iowa, she earned her 
master’s degree in social work at the University of Iowa and was a social 
worker at University Hospital until age 70. In recent years she contin-
ued her interest “in all the Nigeria news,” said a remembrance from her 
family.

Makanlal Mangaldas Gameti, 102, a leader, elder, and ordained minister 
in the First District Church of the Brethren in India, recently passed away. 
He was a member of the Vyara congregation and served as a faithful trust-
ee on several Brethren trusts in India. A remembrance and call to prayer 
from the Church of the Brethren’s Global Mission and Service office 
noted that “he was instrumental in procuring the legal status of the First 
District as the legal successor to the Church of the Brethren in India.”

5Messenger January/February 2016

Nigeria crisis leaders 
visit Idaho Brethren 

Fruitland (Idaho) Church of the Brethren 
hosted a presentation by Carl and Roxane 
Hill, co-directors of the Nigeria Crisis 
Response, in early December. The Hills 
presented the latest information about 
the effort in Nigeria to the Idaho District, 
meeting at the Fruitland church. They 
were well received by those present 
and many in attendance decided to get 
personally involved in the relief work, 
said a report. Elementary student Cyrus 
Filmore is embarking on a campaign to 
bring awareness to both his church  
and his school.

Roanoke pastor 
highlights Latino issues

Daniel D’Oleo, a Church of the Brethren 
pastor and leader in the Renacer move-
ment of Hispanic congregations, has pub-
lished a commentary piece titled “Latino 
Voices: Five Reasons Why the Church 
Matters to Roanoke’s Latino Community.” 
The piece appeared on LaConexionVa.
org, and cited the nature of the Latino 
immigrant population as “a very devoted 
community with a deep faith,” that sees 
the church “as more than just a place of 
worship. . . . For Latino immigrants, “faith 
goes with them without regard to the 
experiences emigration has given them. 
It seems to me that the experiences of im-
migrants intensify the need to see more in 
the church than just a place of worship.” 

Pastors discuss addiction and loss
The January program of Brethren Voices features Bonnie and Ken Kline 
Smeltzer speaking about the dangers that took their daughter’s life, in 
the hopes of helping others be saved from a heroin death. Elizabeth Kline 
Smeltzer died of an unintentional heroin overdose in 2014. She was nearly 
22 years old, and had been an occasional user of heroin who had previ-
ously completed a month-long residential drug treatment program.

“The Journey Continues: Save at Least One Person from a Heroin 
Death” is the title of the January Brethren Voices, a community televi-
sion show produced by Peace Church of the Brethren in Portland, Ore., 
hosted by Brent Carlson with Ed Groff as producer.

Bonnie and Ken Kline Smeltzer are both ministers in the Church of 
the Brethren and have served as pastors for several congregations. Ken is 
the director of the annual Song and Story Fest gatherings. Bonnie serves 
as pastor of University Baptist and Brethren Church in State College, 
Pa. Their journey with the Church of the Brethren has not always been 
easy, but the Kline Smeltzers did not want their daughter’s problem to 
be a secret, hoping to help people learn of the dangers. “Young people 
need to know that you cannot play around with this stuff,” Ken Kline 
Smeltzer told Brethren Voices. Copies of the program can be obtained by 
contacting Groffprod1@msn.com.



Messenger January/February 20166

H ave you noticed the increase in the 
size and value of gifts these days? Looking at 
Christmas or birthday photos from a few decades 

ago, in which beaming children are shown uncovering a 
stuffed animal or a toy truck, the contemporary observer 
is reminded that our culture at that time was poorer and 

simpler, and that it took much less to 
please eager recipients of gifts. 

Years ago while at a restaurant, 
I noticed several women filing into 
a banquet room to attend a baby 
shower. Some of the wrapped gifts 
were so bulky that it made it challeng-
ing for the women to maneuver into 
the room. In these more prosperous 
times, when bigger seems better, we 
must remember that the value of a gift 
is in the giving and not in the size or 

cost of the gift itself. 
During my year of study at Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical 

Seminary, an affable older couple invited me to their apart-
ment for dinner. While we were not particularly close, they 
sent me home with a token of friendship: a small handmade 
bookmark. There is the sad likelihood that these casual 
friends would have already faded from my memory, as school 
friends tend to do, but because of their gift, my memory of 
their hospitality and friendship lives on. 

Of all the bookmarks in my possession—and I have a lot of 
them—the one that this couple gave me is the only one I keep 
track of. Although it is small and of simple workmanship, I 
treasure this laminated photo of a single bird perched on a 

metal fence with a prairie scene in the background. What 
makes this particular bookmark different from all the others 
is that it represents the kindness that prompted this couple 
to give it. 

Small gifts are often powerful tokens of tenderness that 
reach well beyond their intended purpose. When we pray we 
often thank God for little things. We shouldn’t feel spiritu-

ally immature for seemingly small prayers. “Thank you Lord 
for this day. Thank you for the food Grandma prepared. 
Thank you for that acceptance letter from the seminary.” 
These are powerful prayers not because the gifts we received 
were overwhelming. No, the power of those prayers is in the 
humble thanking of God for the divine care and love that 
prompted those simple blessings. 

What makes us love God more is knowing that he went 
through a process of giving when he gave his only son to the 
world. Jesus didn’t just show up one day on his own without 
purpose. He was given for a reason, and that has made all the 
difference. Why? As an expression of God’s love: “For God 
so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life” (John 3:16). 

One summer I served as a teacher of seventh and eighth 
graders during our church’s annual vacation Bible school. 
On the last day of that hot and tiring week, one of the quieter 
students presented me with a homemade card. My name was 
on the cover, composed of colorful letters individually cut 
out. I was so touched, I told her I would probably still have 
her card 20 years from now. Indeed, I still have it. The theme 
of that VBS has evaded me, and the peppy songs are forgot-
ten. But among my valued possessions is a brown card with 
some kind words inside, written to me. 

Is there some small gift you have avoided giving because it 
seems too small? Is there a card you’d like to send someone 
but haven’t? Have you created something small, like a book-
mark, that could be of lasting value to someone?

As I look around my office, I give thanks for little gifts: the 
calendar that Martha gave me; the little calculator from the 

inner-city student; the scenic coffee coaster. I encourage you 
to take time each day to remember the small gifts. You never 
know what lasting impact even the tiniest expressions of 
gratitude may have in someone’s life.   

Tim Schultz is an ordained minister in the Church of the Brethren, and pastor 
of the Monroeville (Pa.) Church of the Brethren.

Reflections

Thanks for the small gifts

TiM ShulTz
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I encourage you to take time each day to remember the small gifts. You 
never know what lasting impact even the tiniest expressions of gratitude 
may have in someone’s life.  
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theBuzz

Y Many evangelical pas-
tors who quit before re-

tirement age found “another 
calling” either off the pulpit or 
out of ministry altogether, ac-
cording to a survey released  
Jan. 12 by LifeWay Research. 
Many also say they were driven 
away by conflict and burnout, 
says the survey of former pas-
tors from four denominations. 
The single biggest reason (40 
percent) for leaving was “a 
change in calling.” Conflict in 
the church drove out 25 per-
cent. And 19 percent succumbed 
to burnout. LifeWay surveyed 
734 former pastors drawn from 
lists provided by the South-
ern Baptist Convention, the 
Assemblies of God, Church of 
the Nazarene and the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod.

Y Women clergy earn 76 
cents for each dollar earned 
by male clergy according to 
information released recently 
by the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics (BLS). This is substantially 
worse than the national pay 
gap of 83 cents. The clergy pay 
gap is even more stark when 

compared to similar occupa-
tions. The BLS collected data on 
this before, but could not make 
reliable estimates for women 
because of their relatively few 
numbers. The BLS was able to 
report these figures this year, 
making it possible to calculate 
the pay gap among clergy.

Y Small congregations have 
hope, despite the odds. A survey 
released Jan. 4 by the Hartford 
Institute for Religion Research 
finds that congregations with 
fewer than 100 in weekend 
attendance rose to 58 percent 
in 2015, up from 49 percent 
five years ago. Yet the report is 
optimistically titled “American 
Congregations 2015: Thriving 
and Surviving.” David Roozen, 
author of the report and re-
tired director of the institute, 
analyzed data from clergy and 
senior church leaders at 4,436 
US congregations. Ninety 
percent of the congregations 
are Protestant (22 percent 
mainline and 68 percent white 
evangelical or historically black 
congregations) and 6.5 percent 
are Catholic.
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Heard ’round the world

“Peace is at the heart of the gospel. As 
followers of Jesus in a divided and violent 
world, we are committed to finding non-
violent alternatives and to learning how to 
make peace between individuals, within and 
among churches, in society and between 
nations.”

—Core Conviction #7 of the Anabaptist Network in the UK, one of the four 
webinars announced in the “heart of Anabaptism” series for 2016

“I stand in religious solidarity with Muslims 
because they, like me, a Christian, are 
people of the book. And as Pope Francis 
stated last week, we worship the same 
God.”

—wheaton College political science professor larycia hawkins, who  
faces termination by the evangelical school for saying that Christians  

and Muslims worship the same god

“Reconciliation doesn’t 
always mean agreement. 
 . . . It means finding ways 
of disagreeing well.”
—archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby

“The advocacy of the church can only be based on a Christian 
faith that has a prophetic, critical approach that is aiming at 
transformation and hope; not marked by fatalism, by indifference, 
or cynical words of devaluation of others, but by love.”
—olav Fykse Tveit, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, in a keynote lecture offered at the general Nordic Conference on Systematic 
Theology in helsinki Jan. 7-10
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“I have given them your word and the world has hated them 
because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not be-
long to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the 
world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one” (John 
17:14-15).

As with most people living on the 
margins of our society, those of us who 
claim membership in the Church of the Brethren 

are destined to live in a world not of our own making. In 
some sense, being in the world but not of it is the mark of 
what might be called a good Christian. Early Christians 
were committed to living by a set of standards that some 
viewed as extreme, absurd, and unreasonable, which 
often made them unpopular. Ideals such as forgiveness, 
loving one’s enemies, and the abandonment of material 
possessions ran counter to the prevailing culture. 

But living that way could be uncomfortable—even danger-
ous. Perhaps that is why today many who profess faith in 
Christ don’t necessarily live according to the standards he 
called us to. It also may be why those who make a genuine 
effort to live out the radical themes of Jesus’ teachings are 
often derided for doing so.
 An incident where those values clashed happened to 
me recently, and caused me to think about how embrac-
ing a more radical, Christ-like lifestyle might help white 
members of the Church of the Brethren better understand 
racial injustice.  
 One day an envelope arrived in the mail from the lo-
cal Nissan dealership claiming I had won a free vacation, 
valued at around $500. All I had to do was pay a visit to 
the folks at Nissan while they were holding a promotional 
in order to claim my prize. It seemed simple enough. The 
next morning I drove across town, walked through the tall 

Being Brethren 
in a world not our own

by Benjamin Leiter



glass doors of the dealership, presented the envelope, and 
received a voucher for a free vacation, to be redeemed 
within one year.  
 Last August, Melisa and I headed to Kennebunk, 
Maine, for three days and two nights in a historic inn, all 
courtesy of Executive Travel Services. The only catch was 
that in order to waive an $80 booking fee we had to attend 
a two-hour timeshare tour and presentation.
 On our second day in Kennebunk we showed up to the 
timeshare property and found ourselves in the company 
of four other couples and a Capital Resorts sales repre-
sentative named Marc who was there to convince us to 
invest in a timeshare. Maybe it’s “something you want, or 
something you need; maybe it’s for you, your children, or 
your grandchildren,” Marc told us. The basic logic behind 
the pitch was twofold. On one hand he was selling us a 
bargain. Say you go on an eight-day vacation each year for 
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Being Brethren 
in a world not our own

‘‘        i think Jesus called his 
followers to not be of the 
world so that they could better 
relate to others on the 
margins. if you are not of the 
world, you’ll likely be more 
accepting of others who are 
not of the world.

40 years and pay somewhere between 100 and 200 dollars 
a night for hotel rooms. Over time, the cost adds up, so 
why “rent” when you could own? But on the other hand, 
he was selling us a lifestyle of material extravagance and 
elevated social standing. The presentation was peppered 
with enticing and sweet-sounding catch-phrases: VIP 
status, exclusive deals, and luxury accommodations. “We 
won’t settle for 5-star hotel rooms, only 5-star condos,” 
Marc insisted. 
 We patiently sat through the hour and 45 minute pre-
sentation on the perks of the timeshare system, and then 
toured the spacious, recently renovated condominium. 
When it was all over Marc sat us down to discuss money. 
First, he laid out the plan: eight days of vacation per year 
for a total asking price of around $30,000, with the op-
tion of an immediate down payment of around $2,000, a 
monthly payment of around $200, and 17 percent inter-
est. And, he added, “if you can’t come up with the money 
today, and have decent credit history, we might be able to 
work something out.” Don’t let a poor financial position 
hold you back from buying, was the implication.
 Marc wrapped up his explanation and waited for our 
response. Melisa and I exchanged a glance but, not having 
come up with a unified game plan, we were unsure what 
to say next.  
 “Why don’t you take some time to think about it with-
out me here?” Marc suggested. “Grab a cup of coffee. Take 
a walk outside and come back in in 10 minutes and we 
can talk some more. While you’re thinking it over, make 
sure to ask yourself these four important questions: Will 
it make you happy? Is this something you need? Will you 
vacation anyway? And, in the end, will it save you money?” 
 We did not intend to buy the timeshare then and 
there, or at any other point, so I figured we should prob-
ably be direct with Marc so we could get on with our vaca-
tion and he could get on with his day.  
 “Is this something we have to buy today?” I asked.  
 “Absolutely! Absolutely you do,” he said firmly, his 
eyes shifting away from us.   
 “Well, I can tell you that we’re not going to buy any-
thing today,” I said. “It’s not something we need, nor do I 
think it will make us happy.”
 Marc grew agitated, his tone shifting from courteous 
to combative. He reminded us that at the beginning of his 
presentation he said he’d try to sell us something. I nodded, 
but emphasized that we don’t make big purchases such as 
this on the spot, without taking a good deal of time to think 
it over. In short, if we were seriously considering it at all, 
we’d want a few days to think it over, not 10 minutes. 
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 “What a shame,” he exclaimed, his eyes widening. “What 
a shame! We gave you a shot today, you know that?” Unex-
pectedly, and without warning, we had found ourselves in 
the midst of a debate, asked to defend a position being char-
acterized as unreasonable.  
 “You will spend this much on vacation in your lifetime. 
It’s simple logic and simple math,” Marc pointed out, jabbing 
his finger repeatedly on the financial plan printout, and sub-
tly implying that simple logic was beyond our comprehen-
sion, that we’d somehow missed the point, and that we were 
blind to the phenomenal opportunity in front of us. 
 We listened patiently and respectfully, but calmly held 
our ground. He eventually gave up trying to persuade us. 
“You lost your shot,” he said as he shook my hand. “Some-
body gave you a chance today to get in on the ground floor 
and you lost your shot. Wow, what a shame!”  
 When it came time to evaluate the whole experience, a 
friendly woman sat us down and asked a series of questions. 
She began by asking if we had been treated with courtesy and 
respect. “Fine,” I replied, “until we said we didn’t want to 
buy anything.”  
 She paused and looked up sympathetically, “Oh, I’m 
sorry. That’s not what we like to hear.” She apologized for 
our mistreatment and moved to the next question.  
 “Would you ever be interested in owning property from 
Capital Resorts?” 
 When I shook my head no, she looked puzzled. “I have 
to say, I’m really surprised by that answer.” she said. “Most 
people, even if they aren’t interested, tend to lie and say 
they are.” 
 “Well, I’m not interested,” I replied. 
 “May I ask why?”  
 “It’s not really our style of travel,” I said. “We prefer less 
luxurious accommodations.”  
 She looked confused, so I added that the Capital Resorts 
lifestyle was not only beyond our pay grade, it also did not 
align with our understanding of Christian ethics. It seemed 
this only confused her even more.   
 The whole exchange with Marc—and to some extent the 
woman who conducted our evaluation—rattled my compo-

sure. Part of the reason, I decided, stemmed from having to 
unexpectedly defend and justify my values to folks who did 
not understand and showed little interest in understanding 
our position. I have had to explain these values before, but 
rarely have I experienced being backed up against a wall and 
disparaged because of those values.
 I walked away from Capital Resorts that afternoon feel-
ing that the sales representatives and I had not only dis-
agreed about the importance of owning a timeshare, but that 
we inhabited distinct ethical worlds. They could not believe 
that someone would not be interested in the lifestyle they 
were selling.
 When I said earlier that Brethren tend to live on the mar-
gins of our society, that is perhaps an overstatement, at least 
relative to other social groups. I seldom feel like I’m living on 
the margins, and most of my “visible identities”—white, male, 
middle-class, gender-normative, able-bodied—place me close 
to the center of our society’s structures of power. Neverthe-
less, if you have to defend and justify values you find common-
place but that others cannot comprehend, you might consider 
yourself on the outskirts of a dominant culture.
 The Brethren are set apart from many Christians—and 
others in the secular world—in that we try to live by the ex-
ample of Christ. We believe that faith without action is empty. 
Our tagline tries to express the essence of Christ’s teachings. 
Yet a call to live peacefully, simply, and together can put us 
at odds with a world filled with violence, consumerism, and 
individualism. This is what the folks at Capital Resorts could 
not understand. A desire to live modestly—by US standards, 
anyway—was something they couldn’t seem to grasp. Their 
disbelief quickly morphed into derision and disrespect. 
 Historically, Brethren have known what it is like to live 
on the margins. In Germany, the early Brethren were perse-
cuted for their beliefs, enduring the confiscation of property, 
imprisonment, and even torture. Once in the United States, 
Brethren conscientious objectors to war were harassed, de-
graded, and physically attacked for their pacifism. In a deep 
sense, Brethren values are not of this world, and often, when 
we have attempted to live out these values in the world, we 
have been marginalized. The world has “hated” us for living 

‘‘       Could this be a little of what it feels like to be marginalized 
in america? is this what it feels like to have to justify your 
presence and your being to someone who lives in a separate 
world from you? 
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out the “word” that is not “of the world.”   
 What does this have to do with anti-racist transforma-
tion? First, consider the fact that society has only one word—
racism—for a social evil that is infinitely complex.” Here is a 
litany of possibilities: biological racism, intentional racism, 
unconscious racism, institutional racism, cultural racism, 
interpersonal racism, and racism that is manifested through 
indifference, ignorance or denial. There is racism that takes 
the form of white privilege, racism tinged with classism, 
colorblind racism, implicit racism, and the list goes on.
 The point is that racism has many subtypes and should 
not be reserved to describe only the intentional acts of hate 
or discrimination most often associated with white su-
premacist groups such as the Ku Klux Klan. While that is a 
particularly virulent form of racism, it is not at all the most 
common. At its most basic level, racism can be understood as 
racial prejudice plus the misuse of systemic power. Most of 
the racial prejudice that exists within us is unconscious and 
unintentional, but nevertheless present as substantiated by 
social science research.
 While prejudice is common among all races, it becomes 
most problematic when backed up by cultural or institutional 
power that translates prejudice into social position, with all 
kinds of material and social consequences. Prejudice plus 
power results in a hierarchy that determines who is socially 
acceptable: who is “in” and who is “out,” who is normal and 
who is deviant, who is trustworthy and who is suspicious, who 
is heard and who is ignored. These of course are broad trends, 
not to be discredited by evidence of a black president or a 
Latina on the Supreme Court. What is important to acknowl-
edge is that the experience of racial marginalization in relation 
to white society rings true for most people of color in America 
today. And this marginalization is a form of racism.
 While many white folks in the Church of the Breth-
ren can readily admit that racism exists in our society writ 
large, we tend to have a more difficult time accepting it in 
ourselves, our churches, organizations, and communities. 
As a result, when the racism closest to us is brought to our 
attention, white Brethren tend to deny its existence, trivial-
ize its importance, or divert attention by calling it something 
else. This is not an accident. Systems of oppression are con-
structed in ways that mask their operation by making them 
seem normal. The result is that most racism—outside of the 

intentional and the explicit—becomes invisible to those who 
don’t bear its burden on a daily basis.
 In light of this, it is fair to say that there is an urgent need 
for a deep commitment to serious anti-racist education and 
transformation within the Church of the Brethren along the 
lines of what the Committee on Brethren and Black Ameri-
cans recommended to Annual Conference in 1991: A denom-
inational-wide training program to help white members of 
the Church of the Brethren better acknowledge the sin of 
racism and learn ways to overcome it.  
 Thankfully, I also think that as a religious community 
with some historical and contemporary experience with 
marginalization, we are in a good position to make such a 
transformation. When I was sitting across the table from 
Marc, listening to him reprimand me for declining to buy 
into his VIP life of luxury and extravagance, a thought 
crossed my mind: Could this be a little of what it feels like to 
be marginalized in America? Is this what it feels like to have 
to justify your presence and your being to someone who lives 
in a separate world from you? 
 I will never know what it is like to be a person of color, 
but I would like to suggest that the experience of being si-
lenced, excluded, or marginalized is fertile ground for devel-
oping or deepening our sensitivity to other people’s experi-
ences of being silenced, excluded, or marginalized. I think 
Jesus called his followers to not be of the world so that they 
could better relate to others on the margins. If you are not of 
the world, you’ll likely be more accepting of others who are 
not of the world.
 I encourage those of us who are white in the Church 
of the Brethren to more fully embrace our counter-cultural 
identity. The early Brethren, like the early Christians, knew 
what it was like to be marginalized. If white Brethren today 
were to live out, more visibly and more loudly, our most 
basic values, I have no doubt that we would be marginalized 
for doing so. But this is a good thing, for it can be used as a 
means to expand our own capacity for love, and to shore up 
our commitment to dismantling racial injustice that keeps 
us from fully realizing God’s vision of a beloved community 
among all people. 

Ben Leiter, of Northampton, Mass., is a member of the Union Bridge (Md.) Church 
of the Brethren. He is a former On Earth Peace board member, and served on the 
organization’s Elimination of Racism team.  

‘‘       Prejudice plus power results in a hierarchy that determines 
who is socially acceptable: who is “in” and who is “out.” 
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Years ago, william Sloane Coffman was at 
bridgewater College for an endowed lecture, 
and his topics for the evening’s address were 

militarism and homosexuality. 
Just before launching into his address, he made this 

startling confession. “I always allow for the possibility that 
I might be wrong.”  I thought, “What a brilliant opening 
to what he knows will be a very controversial address.” By 
acknowledging the limits of his own knowledge and perspec-
tive, he disarmed his audience and invited them to listen in a 
less hostile and defensive way. 

In addition to being brilliant, Sloane Coffin was also being 
biblical. Anticipating the imminent appearance of God to 
deliver the people from their exile in Babylon, the prophet 
Isaiah calls the people to repent of their sins and seek the 
Lord’s presence. 

“Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him 
while he is near; let the wicked forsake their way, and the 
unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, 

that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon” (Is. 55:6-7).   

Then speaking on the Lord’s behalf, he reminds these 
exiled Judeans, and us, that no one fully knows the mind and 
the ways of God.   

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways 
my ways, says the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts” (Is. 55:8-9). 

There’s a cartoon in which the father—whose offer of 
advice to his young son had just been rejected—calls his son 
a know-it-all. “I am not a know-it-all!” the son protested, 
and then thought to himself, “I am a know-it-some.” In this 
season of presidential campaigns, one could wish the world 
had more know-it-somes and fewer know-it-alls, because it 
would more accurately reflect reality, and we might get along 
better on this increasingly polarized planet. 

All of us, after all, know some things. But when we pre-
sume to know it all, when everyone who disagrees with us is 

Finding what 
matters most

by Robbie Miller
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ignorant at best and a heretic at worst, acrimony increases 
and heads begin to roll—sometimes all too literally. 

This seems especially true in matters of religion, where 
each side claims to be the sole possessor and protector of 
God’s truth (which of course makes everyone on the other 
side misinformed, misguided, or “the enemies of God”). As 
we have seen throughout human history, things don’t gener-
ally end well for “the enemies of God.” 

It’s good to be reminded by a prophet, a theologian, and a 
cartoon that no matter how convinced we are of the right-
ness of our position, none of us fully knows the mind and 
ways of God, and we must always allow for the possibility 
that we might be wrong, or at least not in full possession of 
the truth. When we do this, we are freed to really listen and 
learn from those with different perspectives, and perhaps 
come a little closer to the truth we all seek.   

After dealing with matters of belief in the first three chap-
ters, the author of Ephesians then addresses how Christians 
should live with each other and in the world in light of those 
beliefs. This is what you believe, Christians of Ephesus, 
therefore this is how you should behave:   

“Lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bear-
ing with one another 
in love, making every 
effort to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace” 
(Eph. 4:2-3). 

The unity of the 
church is a gift of the 
Spirit, and these quali-
ties of humility, gentle-
ness, patience, and forbearing love are required to maintain 
this unity that the Spirit gives. And, it should be noted, this 
God-given unity is not uniformity. The miracle of the church 
is that it breaks down barriers of race, class, gender, and cul-
ture and brings together a breathtaking assortment of people 
who, for all their differences, are united by their goal of a 
world redeemed in Jesus Christ. 

While this unity is a divine gift, it is a gift that must be 
cherished, cultivated, and protected if it is to be preserved. 
Quarreling and division in the church are not only unpleas-
ant and painful, but they can actually destroy the unity that 
the Spirit gives the church to fulfill its mission in the world. 
A church that is divided and preoccupied with its differences 
can hardly bear witness to the world of God’s redeeming 
love.   

Someone looking upon the turmoil and division in the 
church may conclude that if Christians can’t get along with 
themselves any better than that, why would I want to be part 

of that mess? If the followers of this Jesus behave like that 
toward one another, either he’s a joke or they’ve forgotten 
what he taught and how he lived. Either way, the last place 
I’d want to go for an alternative to the division, intolerance, 
and polarization I see around me is another institution 
filled with division, intolerance, and polarization. When the 
church allows its divisions and disagreements to undermine 
the integrity and power of its witness to the world, maybe it’s 
time to reconsider what matters most. 

Our personal beliefs matter deeply to us and we should 
hold them and share them with conviction. But when we 
value our personal positions over the unity of the church; 
when we think that others in the body must believe as we 
do; when our belonging to the body depends on the body’s 
agreement with us, that’s a good time to remember that no 
one fully knows the mind and the ways of God; that’s a good 
time to allow for the possibility that we might be wrong; 
that’s a good time to ask if we are “making every effort to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 

After urging his listeners to do just that, the author of 
Ephesians names the underlying treasures that are the basis 
of the church’s unity: “There is one body and one Spirit, just 
as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, 

one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 
above all and through all and in all” (Eph. 4:4-6). 

In other words, that which unites the church—one body, 
one Spirit, one hope, one calling, one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, and one God—is far greater than anything that 
could divide it. If all this unites us, how could anything ever 
divide us? If all this binds us together, how could anything 
ever tear us apart? That’s a good thing to ponder as we face 
the challenges, beyond and within, that threaten the unity of 
our beloved communion. 

Since no one fully knows the mind and the ways of God 
in this world, perhaps what matters most is not being right 
but speaking the truth (as we understand it) in a spirit of 
love (Eph. 4;15), acknowledging that we might be wrong, and 
making “every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.”  

Robbie Miller is chaplain of Bridgewater College in Bridgewater, Va.

‘‘         it’s good to be reminded by a prophet, a 
theologian, and a cartoon that no matter how 
convinced we are of the rightness of our position, 
none of us fully knows the mind and ways of god. 



14 Messenger January/February 2016

Anticipation. I first 
learned this word 
from the musical 

accompaniment to a 1970s catsup 
commercial. I remember watching 
the child actor’s face change, in 
exaggerated slow motion, from disgust 
at how long the catsup was taking to 
drip from the container, to an almost 
unnatural delight as it finally plopped 
from the bottle onto the surely cold-by-
now French fries. I never liked catsup, 
so I was thoroughly unimpressed.

Anticipation has always seemed 
like one of those words adults used to 
positively spin the need for patience. 
The word is even harder to compre-
hend in an era where we don’t save up 
for things or put items on layaway in 
anticipation of Christmas, for example. 
We simply buy them on credit and take 
them home. Is there a way to build 
anticipation anymore? Or does the idea 
leave a bad taste in our mouths.

Last May, I received my first call 

in full-time ministry. My first Sunday 
in the pulpit was Pentecost. The next 
Sunday was All-Choir Sunday. Choos-
ing scripture passages for those two 
Sundays was as easy as boiling water. 

But then there was a five-week 
stretch of summer Sundays to fill until 
I was scheduled to leave for Annual 
Conference. It was like opening the 
cupboard and finding it bare. The 
liturgical calendar calls this stretch of 
time “ordinary time” – and that’s not 
terribly appetizing!

I was just starting to know my 
congregation. Every good host knows 
it’s hard to plan meals when you don’t 
know the likes and dislikes of your 
guests—when you don’t know what 
their allergies are—when you don’t 
know what they ate last night. I didn’t 
know what scripture they’d been 
working with recently, and I wanted to 
do something other than the Revised 
Common Lectionary to flex my “new 
pastor” muscles. I wanted to whip up 

something special.
As I registered for Annual Confer-

ence online, I poked around the site to 
learn more about Tampa, the host city, 
and the options for insight sessions. I 
looked at the speakers for each of the 
worship services and the scriptures 
they would be using. And there it was – 
the unanticipated taste of sweetness. 

I had five Sundays to preach before 
conference, and there were five wor-
ship sessions at conference. Voila! 
Five different scriptures related to the 
theme: Abide in My Love and Bear 
Fruit. I could make my own kind of 
catsup with that kind of fruit! 

Now I had ingredients, but I still 
needed to know my congregation bet-
ter. I was inspired to start a weekly 
Scripture Chat. The premise was sim-
ple and required no extra preparation 
on my part. No extra shopping, cutting, 
or dicing. Simply read the scripture out 
loud in community and talk about it. 
Let it marinate.

The sweet  
taste of 

anticipation
by Angela Finet
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I placed the scripture for the follow-
ing week’s sermon (the first scripture 
of Annual Conference) in the weekly 
bulletin under the heading Scripture 
Chat. I invited folks who couldn’t 
join us in person to read the scripture 
ahead of time on their own. But folks 
who were available were invited to 
church on Wednesday mornings at 
10 a.m. to read the scripture out loud 
and talk. No reservations required! We 
talked about what struck us anew with 
this reading. We heard the words from 
different translations of the Bible, and 
we literally heard the word in different 
voices. 

Basically, it was a potluck! Every-
one brought their own dish to share. 
Sometimes those dishes were personal 
testimonies, as the scripture brought 
memories to mind. Sometimes other 
scriptures surfaced, as the Holy Spirit 
led. Sometimes, burning questions 
surfaced. You could almost hear the 
sizzling.
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‘‘        When i was asked if other churches had their own Scripture 
Chats, i realized this recipe was too delicious to selfishly hoard. it’s 
not an ancient family secret. . . .  Experienced chefs are not required. 
Tailor the recipe to suit your congregation’s taste buds. 

The shared discussion, stories, and 
questions were the perfect makings 
for a feast on the Word. I learned from 
them what they thought about each 
passage. I learned their growing edges. 
I never felt compelled to have all the 
answers prior to our meeting, and their 
questions gave me a launching pad for 
sermon preparation. They gave me the 
ingredients to begin cooking. 

Sometimes the appetizer prompted 
hungry participants to go home and do 
some cooking on their own. I received 
e-mails from them saying, “I went home 
and started looking into our question. 
Here’s what I found,” or “I went home 
and read the scripture again, this time in 
a different translation. This time it really 
made sense to me.”

Here are some of the other reviews I 
received:

“I find myself thinking about the 
scripture all week—wondering what 
you are going to say on Sunday. How 
are you going to tie this all together?”

“I feel sorry for people who are hear-
ing the scripture for the first time on 
Sunday morning. They’ve missed the 
anticipation. They’re basically coming 
in cold.”

“I bet you’re excited to get to Annual 
Conference to hear others preach on 
the scriptures you have been poring 
over in the weeks leading up.” 

“I can’t go to Conference this year, 
but I’m planning to watch the webcast 
because I want to hear how the Spirit 
has led others to wrestle with these 
passages.”

“I wonder how many other churches 
are doing their own Scripture Chats? If 
they aren’t, they really should!”

Like anticipating a good meal, we 
can’t wait until the next time we gather 
around the table. Food just tastes better 
when shared with good company and 
conversation. And, like news of a good 
restaurant, word is getting around. At-
tendance has been strong. We’ve kept 
going, every single week, even though 
Conference is long over. People have 
attended who are not even members 
of our congregation. We’re looking at 
offering a second helping—an opportu-
nity for those who work during the day 
to come to a Scripture Chat at night. 

When I was asked if other churches 
had their own Scripture Chats, I real-
ized this recipe was too delicious to 
selfishly hoard. It’s not an ancient 
family secret, like Bush’s Baked Beans. 
Experienced chefs are not required. 
Tailor the recipe to suit your congre-
gation’s taste buds. Preheat the oven 
and let the anticipation build. Taste 
and see that the Lord is good. 

Angela Finet is pastor of Nokesville (Va.) Church of the 
Brethren.



Ten years after hurricane Katrina tore 
through New orleans, leaving the city 
underwater and nearly destroyed, the Lower Ninth 

Ward has yet to return to normal. Given the prominent 
racial and economic disparity—the Lower Ninth Ward is 
predominantly black and lower income—city government 
has done little to rebuild the community.

Nevertheless, today, in the midst of vacant lots and aban-
doned homes, you might come across one of many communi-
ty garden spaces, a citrus orchard, or even a hive of bees busy 
making honey. Capstone 118, the driving force behind this 
new growth, is a nonprofit that was started as a way to ad-
dress local food insecurity in the area known for few grocery 
stores. Through the support of the Global Food Crisis Fund, 
it has been able to continue and expand its operations.   

In 2012, in the midst of a prolonged drought in many 
parts of the United Sates, denominational staff and Brethren 
agriculturalists met by phone to discuss the likely shortfall in 
crops and increased food prices. From these calls and follow-
up discussions, the Global Food Crisis Fund and the Office of 
Public Witness saw the opportunity to engage the Church of 
the Brethren in a new movement meant to address local hun-
ger and creation care issues. Out of a grant from the Global 
Food Crisis Fund, Going to the Garden was created. The idea 
was to provide resources, financial and otherwise, to congre-
gations to help them meet food needs in their community. 

In 2014, 48.1 million Americans lived in food-insecure 
households, meaning they did not always have good access 
to healthy, affordable foods. Traditionally, the Church of 
the Brethren has found significant value in working to end 
hunger through both domestic and international programs: 
from local efforts of feeding hungry neighbors to supporting 

rural development and agriculture in sub-Saharan Africa and 
at the Asian Rural Institute in Japan. 

Since Going to the Garden began, more than 30 congrega-
tions and church-based organizations have received grants to 
begin or supplement community gardening endeavors. While 
the focus of each garden remains the same—to address food 
insecurity, encourage healthy eating, and provide space to 
grow nutritious foods—participants have taken many differ-
ent approaches to meet these goals. Some, such as the Mount 
Morris (Ill.) Church of the Brethren, had members tend the 
garden and then sell the produce. The proceeds were then 
given to local food banks or other community organizations. 
Others have reached out to community members in order 
to create relationships while also providing them with their 
own garden plots. For example, the Mountain View Church 
of the Brethren in Boise, Idaho, has partnered with a local 
refugee resettlement program that has brought people from 
Africa and Eastern Europe to their garden, giving them a 
place to grow familiar foods while also providing them a 
chance to become involved in the local community.

In Champaign, Ill., the Randolph Street Garden has taken a 
dynamic approach to its community engagement. Started as a 
partnership between the Champaign Church of the Brethren 
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Gone to the garden 

by Katie Furrow and Nathan Hosler
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and the local school, the garden is a place for youth to learn life 
skills and social interactions while tending to fruit trees and 
vegetables. Through the after-school program surrounding the 
garden, the youth are given the chance to cook and sell what 
they grow, to practice conflict resolution as they work together 
in tasks, and to build relationships with older church members 
who help by passing along their gardening knowledge.

According to Dawn Blackman, the garden’s supervisor, 
their community is in a food desert, meaning that there is 
limited access to healthy, affordable food, especially for those 
who are without a regular means of transportation. By start-
ing a weekly market with prices that are lower than most 
nearby grocery stores, the garden has encouraged healthier 
eating habits with more options than what the local conve-
nience stores have to offer. 

In addition to community gardens, one of the main goals 
of the Going to the Garden program has been to find ways 
to connect local gardening work to the broader context of 
what it means to be hungry and understanding where our 
food comes from through education and advocacy work. In 
August, a group of youth and adults from the Elizabethtown 
(Pa.) Church of the Brethren were able to take part in this 
learning and advocacy action. The group went to Washing-
ton, D.C., where they were able to prepare and serve a meal 
at the Brethren Nutrition Program soup kitchen out of the 
Washington City Church of the Brethren, giving them the 
opportunity to witness hunger firsthand while also learning 
about different approaches being taken to combat it. 

Immediately after the group finished serving at the soup 
kitchen, they, along with staff from the Office of Public 
Witness, went to Capitol Hill to visit the offices of Pennsyl-
vania’s senators. During this time, they asked their senators 
to support legislation meant to give children better access to 

healthy meals during the school year and summer months. 
Through these meetings, the group was able to bring a faith 
voice to say good nutrition programs are valuable while also 
providing examples of how they have seen the program’s 
impact in Elizabethtown.

Given the desire to make Going to the Garden multi-
faceted, new programs and partnerships are being sought to 
increase denominational education and advocacy for positive 
food programs. Through Bread for the World, we will be 
able to provide leadership during worships or workshops for 
interested churches as a way to discuss how our faith, and 
particularly our role as the Church of the Brethren, can im-
pact policy-level hunger issues in our own communities and 
on a larger, national level. We also hope to connect with the 
denomination’s youth and young adults in this regard, as we 
plan to partner with the Youth and Young Adult program of 
National Farm Worker Ministry. Through this connection we 
hope to provide support and solidarity for our brothers and 
sisters who work to provide the foods we eat. 

Communities coming together to grow their own fruits and 
vegetables is vital to challenging unfair food systems that keep 
people hungry and undernourished. Often, these gardens are 
the first step to making sure that people have enough food to 
eat that is healthy and nutritious, while also creating relation-
ships and stronger bonds within the community. Working at a 
policy level to create legislation that works to end hunger also 
plays a vital role. The denomination’s Office of Public Witness 
is in a unique position to advocate for this legislation while 
also equipping congregations and individuals with the tools 
they need to advocate locally and nationally. 

Nathan Hosler is director of the Church of the Brethren Office of Public Witness. 
Katie Furrow is food, hunger, and gardening associate for the Church of the Brethren 
Office of Public Witness and the Global Food Crisis Fund.

        Today, in the midst of vacant lots and abandoned homes, you 
might come across one of many community garden spaces, a citrus 
orchard, or even a hive of bees busy making honey.‘‘
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One day, after waking from his afternoon 
nap, my 4-year-old nephew Simon asked his 
mother, “How many Gods are there?” His mother 

told him there is one God. Simon wondered how that could 
be when God lived in her heart and also in his heart. He then 
asked, “Does God give hugs?” Yes, his mother said. Simon 
asked, “Do we have to wait in line?” His mother assured him 
that we don’t, that God can hug us all at the same time. Then 
Simon asked, “How big are God’s arms?”

Simon’s questions are simple, yet deep. If we took the time 
to consider questions like, “How big are God’s arms?” many 
of us may answer, as his mother did: “Bigger than we can 
imagine.”

God is able to touch every life, every situation, every 
trouble, and every joy without any of us waiting in line. In our 
interactions with family, friends, and others, do our actions 
and attitudes demonstrate a God with big arms? If you have 
been hurt by sharp words, unkind deeds, or by a nasty note, are 
God’s arms big enough to surround your wounded heart and 
the offending party at the same time?

When your church is in crisis and problems are both mul-
tiplying and dividing at the same time, when the differences 

seem vast and the issues illuminate the ugly side of the human 
race, are God’s arms big enough to encircle the whole dilemma 
and bring resolution, restitution, and reconciliation?

Sometimes we place God into our understanding and, in 
so doing, we make God small. Are we open to replacing our 
thoughts with God’s way of thinking? Sometimes we think that 
God’s arms are only as big as our own. We rely on our little 
brains and our feeble solutions as we deal with situations. In 
that context, let’s consider love and justice.

The proclamation “God is love” has, at times, been cheap-
ened by a lack of correct perspective. “God is just” has some-
times been voiced with such force that it turns our focus from 
faith to fear. Where are we to “camp out” as we live? Some 
choose to camp out in love, and others choose to camp closer 
to justice. Finding a balance between these two as we deal 
with others can be difficult.

I can easily understand God as a judge who will punish 
sin. God will have the last word. We must not take a soft view 
of sin because God does not. Judgment is easy to understand. 
But what about love? The Bible lets us know that we don’t 
totally get it.

“[I pray] that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, 

Bigger than you can  

imagine
by Melody Keller

BibleStudy



as you are being rooted and grounded in love.  I pray that you 
may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what 
is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know 
the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may 
be filled with all the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:17-19).

We need to rest in the embrace of God’s arms and love one 
another as God loves us. 

“. . . but whoever obeys his word, truly in this person the 
love of God has reached perfection. By this we may be sure 
that we are in him:  whoever says, ‘I abide in him,’ ought to 
walk just as he walked” (I John 2:5-6)

God’s arms are big—too big to fathom. God’s love is great—
so great that it surpasses our knowledge. 

As we rest in the embrace of God’s arms and follow the 
leading of God’s spirit, I believe that our perspectives will 
change, our faith will grow, and our problems will be cared for 
in God’s time and in God’s way. A person with a “God focus” 
will be a great force for good in our world.

If God’s arms can reach into the cell of a criminal, past the 
promiscuousness of a prostitute, and beyond the bottle of the 
barfly, God also can embrace your pain, your problems, and 
your pressures, working all things together for your good.

It’s time to live in the embrace of God’s big arms, laying 
aside our human understandings and trusting God’s, loving 
even those with whom we strongly disagree. It’s time to ask 
God for big arms so that our embrace can be as wide and all-
encompassing as God’s.

What about you? Whom do you need to embrace? Whom 
do you need to love? Should you reach out to a friend that 
you haven’t talked to in a very long time? Do you need to 
write a letter to an estranged family member letting him or 
her know that you want to meet? Is it time to simply stop 
and ask God to help you see the other side of the argument? 
Should you invite the stranger, the homeless, the hurting into 
your home and into your heart? Do you need to learn to love 
the sinner without taking God’s place as the judge, laying 
down self-righteousness and picking up God’s righteous-
ness—along with God’s love?

How big are God’s arms? I don’t know. What I do know 
know is that they likely are much bigger than we can imagine, 
and we would do well to realize that they are big enough to 
embrace all of us. 

Melody Keller lives in Lewiston, Maine, and is a member of the Lewiston Church of 
the Brethren.

It’s time to live in the embrace of God’s big arms, laying 
aside our human understandings and trusting God’s.
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Thirty leaders of eglise des Freres 
haitiens (the Church of the brethren 
in haiti) gathered with about 20 persons from 

the United States Nov. 19-23 for the first Haiti Service 
Ministries Consultation. The focus of the meeting, held in 
Haiti, was learning about Brethren ministries underway 
in that country, and building bridges of partnership 
among the Haitian Brethren and American Brethren. It 
was sponsored by the Global Mission and Service of the 
Church of the Brethren and organized in part by Dale 
Minnich, a volunteer with the Haiti Medical Project.
      The consultation included broad involvement from 
Brethren groups related to the ministries in Haiti, and to 
the Haiti Medical Project. Participants included Global 
Mission and Service staff, a representative of the Mission 
and Ministry Board, the Annual Conference moderator, 
representatives from the Brethren Revival Fellowship 
and the Brethren Mission Fund, representatives of Breth-
ren World Mission, leaders from the Plains districts, and 
Brethren leaders in the Haitian-American community, as 
well as members of the family related to the Royer Foun-
dation, and participants from the University of Maryland.
    The group spent two mornings traveling to rural com-
munities where they saw two recently completed water 
projects, visited with newly trained rural health workers, 
saw recently installed medical dispensaries, and wor-
shiped with Haitian Brethren congregations.

     

A highlight was experiencing a mobile clinic of the Haiti 
Medical Project in Acajou. Word had spread that there 
would be more doctors and nurses available than on most 
clinic days. As a result, more than 600 people filled the 
local school and church buildings and gathered under 
nearby shade trees, hoping to receive care. By the end of 
the day, 503 patients had been seen, which was a daily 
record for the program, but still leaving 100 or so who 
could not be treated that day.
    In addition to visiting two “pure water” projects—a 
capped spring in Acajou and a system for harvesting and 
treating rain water in Morne Boulage—the group heard a 
presentation on the new cistern and water filtration system 
at New Covenant School in St. Louis du Nord providing 
water for 350 school children and others in the community.
     In Morne Boulage, the group experienced the plight 
of remote communities in Haiti. Access to the mountain 
village by auto is very difficult. Two of the group’s mini-
vans got stuck on muddy tracks. Everyday needs often 
require a two- or three-hour journey by foot to a more 
suitable road where villagers catch a ride into a town that 
has a market or needed supplies. Purchases of simple 
health remedies are not practical in many cases due to 
the remote location. However, through the Haiti Medical 
Project there is now a small dispensary in the village with 
common medicines available at modest prices, adminis-
tered by one of several trained rural health volunteers. 
     While not a feature of Haiti Medical Project, American 
Brethren also are helping local congregations in Haiti 
build suitable church buildings. The consultation group 
learned that a new church building in Raymonsaint is 
nearly completed.
      On the final evening of the consultation the group 
celebrated two new grants to assist about 20 communi-
ties with agricultural production and addressing com-

cobnews
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Haiti Service Ministry Consultation strengthens 
partnerships and assesses ministries

Annual Conference moderator Andy Murray was one of those 
on the delegation to Haiti. He is shown here preaching for the 
La Ferrier congregation of the Church of the Brethren in Haiti. 
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munity health. The Church of the Brethren’s 
Global Food Crisis Fund awarded $35,000 for a 
series of agriculture projects and to enable an 
expanded program of teaching improved prac-
tices. Grants from the Royer Family Founda-
tion provide 2016 support to the Haiti Medical 
Project for about half of the 48 mobile clinics 
held annually; support for the community 
development staff who work with community 
health and water projects; funding for specific 
aspects of these ministries; funding for staff 
training; and funding for an interpretive video 
to be produced for the 2016 Annual Conference. 
The Royer Family Foundation also is providing 
a grant for the Haiti Medical Project’s endow-
ment fund. The new series of grants from the 
Royer Foundation total $124,205.
     The consultation group enjoyed getting to 
know four members of the Royer family who 
participated in the trip, including founder Ken 
Royer. The family members were present to see 
the work in Haiti for the first time.

     “Most of what we at the Foundation were 
hearing has been in writing or through some 
photographs. It was just a powerful experience 
to see those words come to life, to see a medical 
clinic, to meet the people doing the work,” com-
mented Becky Fuchs, who is a member of the 
Royer family and a Church of the Brethren pas-
tor. “We come away deeply impressed with the 
caliber of the people doing the work in Haiti, 
their deep compassion for the people they are 
trying to help. I think all of us in our family feel 
a deeper partnership, we are more involved.”

—Dale Minnich is retired from many years of service on the 
denominational staff of the Church of the Brethren, and currently 
is a volunteer with the Haiti Medical Project. Cheryl Brumbaugh-
Cayford also contributed to this report.

Pastors and church workers 
within the Church of the Brethren who 
are in severe financial need could soon 

qualify for a little more assistance.
     During its November meeting, the Brethren 
Benefit Trust (BBT) Board approved a staff rec-
ommendation to increase by 10 percent both the 
amount of grants allocated through the Church 
Workers’ Assistance Plan, and how much a 
person or family can earn and still qualify for a 
grant. The increases were made as a catch-up 
provision because these levels have not been 
increased in a few years. 
     In addition to approving the two increases, 
the board also approved increasing an annual 
cost of living adjustment (COLA) to the grants 
and the qualifying earnings amount to help keep 
up with inflation. That COLA will be set annu-
ally by Annual Conference’s Pastoral Compensa-
tion and Benefits Advisory Committee.
     Additionally, three housing allowance resolu-
tions were approved by the board, allowing pas-

tors receiving BBT retirement benefits, Church 
Workers’ Assistance Plan grant monies, or 
BBT disability compensation, to designate 100 
percent of this income as part of their housing 
allowance in 2016. 
     Staff also gave an update on BBT’s ongoing 
feasibility study on medical insurance for pastors. 
A progress report on the initiative will be given in 
early February, following BBT’s meeting with the 
Council of District Executives in late January.
     During the meeting, the board also dealt with 
three investment items, approving a new three-
year term for Ponder Asset Management, BBT’s 
short-term manager; and affirmed its action 
taken in the fall to hire Numeric Asset Manage-
ment as the new large cap core domestic stock 
manager, and Capstone as BBT’s new large cap 
core domestic index manager.
     The board also welcomed Donna Rhodes 
and Eunice Culp as new members of the board. 
They succeeded Tim McElwee and Craig Smith, 
respectively.
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upcoming 
events

Jan. 18-25 
Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity

Jan. 24-Feb. 12 
Brethren Volunteer Service 
Winter Orientation, Unit 312

Jan. 24-28 
Council of District 
Executives (CODE) 
meeting, Melbourne, Fla. 

Jan. 26 
Bethany Seminary  
Spring Semester begins, 
Richmond, Ind.

Jan. 29-30 
Children’s Disaster 
Services Workshop, Sebring 
(Fla.) Church of the Brethren

Feb. 7 
Service Sunday, 
Transfiguration Sunday

Feb. 10 
Ash Wednesday

Feb. 14 
First Sunday in Lent

March 4 
World Day of Prayer

BBT Board increases benevolent grant levels

 A large crowd gathers, hoping to get in 
to the mobile clinic held at Acajou, 
Haiti, during the delegation's visit. 
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on Dec. 10, the Shenandoah District leadership 
team “terminated with possibility of reinstatement” the 
ordination of Chris Zepp, associate pastor of Bridgewater 
(Va.) Church of the Brethren. This action was taken at the 
recommendation of the district’s Ministerial Leadership 
Team, after Zepp officiated at a same-sex marriage.
     This is the first time that a Church of the Brethren district 
has revoked a minister’s ordination since the Supreme Court 
decision that extended same-sex marriage to all 50 states. This 
action comes during a period of time, in the latter half of 2015, 
in which several district conferences have held conversations, 
adopted resolutions, or passed queries that have something to 
do with same-sex marriage or sexuality.
     Zepp serves at the Bridgewater Church alongside senior 

pastor Jeff Carr. In May, the congregation empowered its 
ministers to perform any legal marriages, and later that month 
Zepp officiated at a same-sex marriage. Since then the con-
gregation’s leadership has been in dialogue with the district 
leadership about that decision. The congregation’s board of 
administration issued a statement that said, in part, “our con-
gregation will continue to employ Pastor Chris and will honor 
and expect all functions of pastoral ministry.”
     Zepp has served in several leadership roles in the denomina-
tion including as vice chair and then as chair of the Ministers 
Association, and as a member of the worship planning team for 
the 2013 Annual Conference. He is a 2007 graduate of Bethany 
Theological Seminary, where he earned a master of divinity de-
gree with distinction for his academic work in biblical studies.

District terminates ordination of pastor who performed same-sex marriage

The Fraternal Visit 
by members of eYN 
(Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a 

Nigeria—the Church of the Brethren 
in Nigeria) to Brethren in the United 
States last summer strengthened the 
bond of Christian love and fellowship 
between the two groups more than any 
other experience in recent years.
 Two groups, one from EYN and one 
from the Church of the Brethren, spon-
sored and organized the visit. The EYN 
BEST group—Brethren Evangelism 
Support Trust, a nonprofit that sup-
ports EYN ministries—paid for all travel 
preparation costs and their own round-
trip flights to the US, while Lancaster 
(Pa.) Church of the Brethren appointed 
the 2015 EYN Visit planning committee. 
 The EYN delegation spent 27 days 
covering 5,500 miles in the US as they 
visited 14 church districts. During that 
time, the 27-member EYN women’s choir 
gave concerts—sometimes up to three a 

day— in 22 congregations, six retirement 
communities, one camp, and at Annual 
Conference in Tampa, Fla. In addition, 
five of the BEST visitors traveled to two 
districts to share the EYN story.
 When the planning committee first 
started work, they planned for about 
30 EYN brothers and sisters. However, 
more than 50 were able to get visas to 
enter the US. They continued the plan-
ning without a budget. As word about 
the visit spread, funds gradually began 
coming in. The committee estimated 
that $65,000 would be needed to cover 
expenses. 
 In addition to Monroe Good, who 
traveled on the bus with the Nigerian 
visitors, two former missionaries—Carol 
Waggy and Carol Mason—served as 
escorts. At every stop on the tour, US 
Brethren gave the group a warm wel-
come, providing meals and overnight 
accommodations, and giving generously 
to help cover expenses.

     Visits to the Church of the Brethren 
General Offices in Elgin, Ill., Bethany 
Seminary in Richmond, Ind., and An-
nual Conference were high points for 
the EYN delegation. Most of them had 
never seen the General Offices or the 
seminary, and half had never attended 
Annual Conference.
 Total expenses for the tour came 
to $65,306.22, and donations came to 
$87,512.78. The additional $22,206.56 
was given to the Nigeria Crisis Fund.
 Planners cite the event as a high 
point for both EYN and the Church of 
the Brethren that strengthened relation-
ships and understanding. “We believe 
the blessings of the 27 days of sharing 
and fellowship will challenge us to 
be more faithful followers of Jesus as 
we live and witness for Christ in our 
world,” they said.

—Monroe Good served as chair of the EYN Visit 
Planning Committee and Suzanne Schaudel served as 
secretary to the committee.

EYN choir tour proves ‘phenomenally successful’

The Women's Fellowship Choir of Ekklesiyar 
Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the Church of the 

Brethren in Nigeria) gives a concert at 
Highland Avenue Church of the Brethren in 
Elgin, Ill., during the summer tour last year. 

Cheryl Brum
baugh-Cayford



District terminates ordination of pastor who performed same-sex marriage

EYN choir tour proves ‘phenomenally successful’
Church of the brethren general 

secretary Stanley J. Noffsinger recently issued 
a statement against the current escalation of 

rhetoric that seeks to demonize Muslims.
     Citing Jesus’ commands to love God, and love neighbor as 
self, and the parable of the Good Samaritan, the statement 
also calls church members to revisit portions of the 1991 An-
nual Conference statement “Peacemaking: The Call of God’s 
Peace in History” that direct the church to “explore avenues 
of interfaith dialogue leading toward a visible expression of 
God’s plan for human unity.”
     The statement follows in full below, with a short-
er video version available at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Ymd5uQ6b9kg.

     general secretary’s statement against 
anti-Muslim rhetoric
     Our nation is struggling to respond to violence and ter-
rorism in Paris, Lebanon, Syria, Nigeria, and elsewhere. 
However, I am troubled by the hateful rhetoric that seeks to 
demonize Muslim neighbors and friends. More profoundly 
troubling is that the words of hate and demonization are 
surfacing among Christians.
     Throughout the gospels, Jesus implores us to “love the 
Lord your God” and to “love your neighbor as yourself.” In 
Luke, however, a scholar of the law presses Jesus further, 
asking, “And who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29). Jesus’ 
response is the parable of the Good Samaritan. A priest and 
a Levite ignore a dying man on the road to Jericho, but a 
Samaritan—a cultural and religious outcast—stops, bandages 
the dying man’s wounds, and finds him shelter for the night.
     Equating radical Islamic ideology with the [Muslim faith] 
misrepresents and muddies Christ’s message with fear. We 
must resist the temptations fear elicits, holding strong to 
faith in the redemptive power of Christ. Suffering knows no 
religion.
     As the conflict in Syria escalates, our mercy and compas-
sion cannot be selective. Refusing to aid those fleeing vio-
lence and injustice, especially on the basis of religion, likens 
us to the priest and the Levite who ignored the dying man on 
the road to Jericho. Giving in to words that demean Muslims 
betrays our belief that everyone is a child of God.
     In 1991, the Church of the Brethren Annual Conference 

reissued a call for peace among people of all religions in the 
“Peacemaking: The Call of God’s People in History.”  It states 
in part:
     “Therefore, the Church shall:
     a. initiate and participate in efforts to overcome strife and 
differences within the Christian family;
     b. work with those of other denominations, nations, and 
religions in the interests of peace, while maintaining our 
Christian witness and proclaiming God’s love for all human-
ity;
     c. engage in the creation and support of ecumenical, coop-
erative, and coalitional efforts in peacemaking;
     d. provide informational and educational materials to 
assist in a better understanding and love of people of other 
religions and faith traditions;
     e. explore avenues of interfaith dialogue leading toward a 

visible expression of God’s plan for human unity.”
     Finally, there is a word of hope. “God still wills wholeness 
and unity for God’s people.”
     Jeremiah writes, “I will fulfill to you my promise and 
bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I have for 
you, says the Lord, plans for welfare (shalom) and not for 
evil, to give you a future and a hope” (Jer. 29:10-11).
     (Find the full 1991 Annual Conference state-
ment on peacemaking at www.brethren.org/ac/
statements/1991peacemaking.html.)

General secretary Stanley J. Noffsinger spoke out against 
anti-Muslim rhetoric in a video posted on Youtube, and in a 
written statement.

Church of the Brethren general secretary 
speaks out against anti-Muslim rhetoric
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specialreport

The seven siblings of slain brethren 
service worker ted Studebaker 
gathered Sept. 11 at the Dayton International 

Peace Museum to view a new exhibit that opened in his 
honor April 26, the 44th anniversary of his death in Di 
Linh, Vietnam. 

Mary Ann Cornell and Nancy Smith of Troy, Ohio; Ron 
Studebaker of Ashville, Ohio; Lowell Studebaker of Loud-
on, Tenn.; Linda Post of Bremerton, Wash.; Gary Studebak-
er of Anaheim, Calif.; and Doug Studebaker of Burlingame, 
Calif., have worked to keep their brother’s memory alive 
and inspire others to follow his example. They will remind 
you Ted was an ordinary person who did an extraordinary 

thing which, in the view of Peace Museum staff, qualifies 
Studebaker as a peace hero. 

The Peace Museum celebrates the stories of peace 
heroes—everyday people who take risks and succeed in 
making the world a less violent and more just place. Stude-
baker took a stand against the Vietnam War and, in the 
process, helped improve the lives of people living in the 
Central Highlands of Vietnam. 

A 1964 graduate of Milton-Union High School, Stude-
baker had registered for the draft but requested classifica-
tion as a conscientious objector—a decision influenced by 
his upbringing in the Church of the Brethren. Throughout 
college and graduate school, Studebaker continued to 
study scripture as well as the writings of nonviolent activ-
ists such as Mahatma Gandhi, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and 
Martin Luther King, Jr. This continued study confirmed 
his convictions. When the time came to fulfill his alterna-
tive service requirement, he joined the Vietnam Christian 
Service (VNCS) and moved to Di Linh, Vietnam. 

As a volunteer agriculturist, Ted helped mountain resi-
dents improve their farming practices. He established rap-
port with villagers by learning their language and sharing 
his love of life. He particularly enjoyed playing his guitar 
and singing with his new friends. On April 26, 1971, just 
days after signing up for a third year of service, Ted was 

Ted Studebaker exhibit at Ohio peace museum

The Studebaker siblings pose for 
a photo in front of the new 

exhibit panel honoring their 
brother Ted. From left, Nancy 

Smith, Mary Ann Cornell, Linda 
Post, Doug Studebaker, Lowell 
Studebaker, Gary Studebaker, 

and Ron Studebaker.

Gary Studebaker points to an image on the new exhibit 
panel honoring his brother Ted while the rest of the family 
looks on. Ted’s guitar displays in the case to the left of the 
exhibit panel.

by Deborah Hogshead
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killed during an attack on the VNCS volunteer quarters.
The onsite exhibit, located in the redesigned Peace 

Heroes Room, features a display panel and artifacts 
from Ted’s life. The panel gives museum visitors a 
quick impression of Ted as a young man. The artifacts 
include his guitar, a vase fashioned from a 40 mm shell 
similar to the one used in the attack on his quarters, 
and a vintage poster identical to the one Ted had hang-
ing in his quarters at the time of his death: “Suppose 
they gave a war and nobody came.” Quick response 
codes positioned near the artifacts link visitors to the 
virtual exhibit. 

The virtual exhibit, at http://www.daytonpeacemu-
seum.org/studebaker, includes photos; narratives; audio 
interviews with Ted conducted by former Messenger 
editor Howard Royer just months before Ted’s death; 
audio recordings of Ted singing and playing his gui-
tar; an electronic archive of news articles and tributes; 
and four six-minute video interviews of his siblings 
recorded in July 2014.

Just a week after the opening of the new exhibit, 
Studebaker was one of about 60 peace heroes celebrated 
during the inaugural Peace Heroes Walk in Dayton. In 
West Milton, the week of April 26-May 2 was pro-
claimed Ted Studebaker Week. 

During their Sept. 11 visit, the Studebaker siblings 
remembered Ted and the impact his life had on other 
people. They also had an opportunity to view original 
documents they had not previously seen. Among them 
was an open letter to the West Milton Church of the 
Brethren that Ted had sent to his pastor, Phillip K. 
Bradley. The letter was subsequently published in the 
Troy Daily News although not in its entirety; among 
the omissions were references to President Nixon and 
his military advisors. In the letter, Ted challenged the 

congregation to look at how they were supporting an 
immoral war. 

Before the family left the Peace Museum, executive 
director Jerry Leggett announced plans to replicate the 
Dayton Peace Heroes Walk in cities around the world. 
This educational initiative, called the Peace Heroes Walk 
Around the World, is designed to promote peace literacy 
through the stories of peace heroes such as Studebaker. 

For information on the Peace Heroes Walk Around 
the World, go to http://www.daytonpeacemuseum.org/
peace-heroes-walk-atw/.  

—Deborah Hogshead is communications director for Peace Heroes Walk 
Around the World.

Dayton International Peace Museum executive director Jerry 
Leggett, second from left, demonstrates how to access the 
virtual exhibit using the smart TV in the Peace Heroes Room.
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Title: The Spacious Heart: Room for Spiritual Awakening. Authors: Donald Clymer and Sharon 
Clymer Landis. Publisher: Herald Press, September 1, 2014. Number of pages: 250. Price: $16.99 
(paperback). “This book is rich in stories of practical spirituality,” says pastor and author April Yama-
saki. “The stories are shared from personal journeys from cynicism to joy, from the North American 
culture of dissatisfaction to gratitude, from the mundane to spiritual awakening.”

I t’s worth noting that in one of the most 
action-filled plays ever written, Hamlet doesn’t 
ask, “To do or not to do?” The question is “To be or 

not to be?”
Co-authors (and brother and sister) Donald Clymer and 

Sharon Clymer Landis do not ask this question in so many 
words, but in their book The Spacious Heart they call us away 

from our harried American practice of 
doing and outdoing one another and 
encourage us to move toward a more 
biblical presence of being. However, 
this encouragement “to be” does not 
mean a retreat from the world. Rather, 
in humble obedience to Jesus, the 
authors suggest that we’ll end up more 
engaged in ministry than ever.

The Spacious Heart had its genesis 
in a book Donald read, The Holy Long-
ing by Donald Rolheiser, that sug-

gested that Christian spirituality is built on “nonnegotiable 
essentials” including social justice, the community of faith, 
private prayer and morality, and something called “mellow-
ness of heart.” 

The two authors use their own unique stories as well as the 
lives of others as they guide us to a greater gratitude for God’s 
love, joy, and delight for us all, and the potential for us to share 
these qualities with God and with each other in Jesus.

But this is not something we need to set out to discover, 
any more than fish need to discover water or we need to 
discover air. Experiences of God are all around us. As Sharon 
points us, Paul tells us in Romans 8:38-39 that nothing can 
separate us from the love of God. But like the fish and the 
human, we’re not noticing the water, air, God’s presence, and 
God’s love, even as we’re drawing life from these essentials.

What’s the problem? The modern world, the authors 
claim, drives us to cynicism, hoarding, fear of scarcity, 
obsession with the future and the past, either/or exclusivist 

thinking, revenge, vindictiveness, and the need to fill every 
moment with productivity. 

So we strive for what we think we want instead of what 
we need. We allow ourselves to be convinced that what the 
material culture offers us is our heart’s desire, so we are 
never satisfied. We lack perfect love so we are driven by fear 
instead of driving it out. We fail to be grateful for what we 
have so that enough is never enough. 

Utilizing the words of Jesus, the authors weave eternal 
truths through their stories of personal experience. The 
authors call us to be intentional in our lives with each other. 
We are called to be active in the ministries of justice, peace, 
and love in imitation of Jesus. But we are also to follow the 
Savior’s example and seek out silence and solitude. 

We learn that a mellow heart is filled with “gratitude and 
praise.” That “A mellow heart is not resentful.” A mellow 
heart makes peace with life as it unfolds. A mellow heart lets 
go of the need to control. A mellow heart is an open heart, a 
heart as open as Jesus displayed eating with gluttons, drunk-
ards, tax collectors, and sinners (cf. Luke 7:34). A mellow 
heart knows humility and humor.

All of this happens in the real world and is brought to life 
through vivid stories —as when Sharon describes how she 
taught two dachshunds rescued from puppy mills to think 
beyond the kennels within which they frantically paced, even 
though they were no longer caged in their kennels.

I was pleased that the authors recognized that Jesus is 
revealed most clearly in feetwashing, where the Christ hymn 
of Philippians 2:5-11 becomes flesh and dwells among us.

This is stuff we already know—or ought to know—but 
we’re not doing it, or we wouldn’t need books like this. But 
this book helped me open up a little more space in my heart 
so there would be, in the words of the subtitle, “room for 
spiritual awakening.”

And maybe a little more of a mellow heart as well.   
Frank Ramirez is the senior pastor of Union  
Center (Ind.) Church of the Brethren.

Moving toward a more     
  biblical presence

Frank ramirez

MediaReview



Take a trip with the seagoing cowboys. 
Through Peggy Reiff Miller’s expert prose and Claire Ewart’s luminous  

paintings, learn the real-life story of seagoing cowboys who took livestock  

to people suffering the effects of World War II. Thousands of men signed  

up to serve. They returned with a wider view of the world around them.  

 Ship sets sail March 2016.

waves.

A long time ago,
when I was looking for adventure,

I became a seagoing cowboy.

We didn’t ride horses. We rode 

800-441-3712 • www.brethrenpress.com
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My friend eileen has a stovetop with 
two broken burners. She also has a broken 
oven, and the last time I was in her kitchen, a 

broken sink. None of the cabinets in her galley kitchen have 
doors, so every spice, pound of coffee, and stack of dishes 
is visible just past the bare, dangling hinges. There is one 

window sill in Eileen’s kitchen, which 
she uses to grow tiny plants, and catch 
sunshine in cut glass. Eileen’s house 
was built many years ago, her stove is 
an antique, as are many of her kitchen 
utensils, her pipes, her shelves, and 
even the slanting wooden floor that 
sits underneath it all. Eileen’s kitchen 
is old and broken and charming and 
wonderful and has been dearly loved 

over many years—not unlike Eileen.
The last time I was in her kitchen, Eileen was recovering 

from shoulder surgery and couldn’t cook much. Of course, 
that was okay because the kitchen was recovering from 
the busted pipe and couldn’t cook much either. They were 
quite the pair, the cook and her kitchen, both a little broken, 
both temporarily limited, and neither as new as they used 
to be. But both Eileen and her kitchen were every bit as full 
of determination, generosity, and goodness. Even though 
she struggled to do the simplest things using only one arm, 
Eileen was happy to be making dinner, glad for the extra 
mouth to feed and smile to share. And even though her poor 
oven struggled to maintain any temperature at all, it was 
determined to help. 

We worked together to put a very simple meal on the 
table that evening. We reheated broccoli soup on the stove 
and warmed leftover quiche in the oven. We cut up a crusty 
baguette and set the table with butter, salt, and pepper. 
Sure, it wasn’t the shiniest kitchen or the fanciest food, but 
our tastebuds didn’t know the difference. We sat around 

Eileen’s round, wooden table, each with their own brand of 
brokenness, and together we broke bread. And somehow, 
even when it looked like there was little to give, so much was 
received. Somehow, amidst all that brokenness, there was 
profoundly healing wholeness.    

Mandy Garcia is a freelance writer living in Elgin, Ill.

mandy Garcia

Broken wholeness

LivingSimply

Cream of broccoli soup
Four servings

Ingredients:

1 medium-sized onion, diced
2 celery stalks, diced
2 1/2 cups broccoli, diced 
5 tablespoons of butter
1/2 cup flour, scant
2 quarts chicken stock, warm
1 cup of heavy cream, warm

Directions:

• Melt butter in a stockpot over low heat. Gently cook 
vegetables until almost tender. Add flour, stir, and 
cook until vegetables are nearly tender. Slowly add 1 
1/2 quarts of stock, stirring constantly to avoid clump-
ing. Simmer until vegetables are tender and broth has 
thickened, about 15 minutes. 

• Puree soup in blender. (For extra smooth soup, strain 
after blending.)

• Return soup to the stove and add more stock to ad-
just consistency if you prefer thinner soup. Return to a 
simmer. Add cream. Season to taste with salt to taste. 

Sebastian M
ary / flickr.com



          Hannah Tomlin
          Brookville Church of the Brethren

our lifeline to the Church  
of the brethren

This letter is so many years overdue that I 
even hesitate to write it, but my heart has 
been touch by the Nigerian crisis—from the 
schoolgirl kidnappings to the burnings and 
displacements of so many of our Nigerian 
Brethren.

As the youngest in my family at the 
Grants Pass (Ore.) Church of the Breth-
ren, I remember listening to my mother, 
Olga Johnson, give the quarterly report on 
Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the 
Church of the Brethren in Nigeria). That 
was 80 years ago. Later, when I was a teen-
ager at the Live Oak (Calif.) Church of the 
Brethren, she still gave reports about EYN. 
So the recent Messenger reports on Nige-
ria have been especially poignant for me.

As the last of seven children to attend La 
Verne College (now University of La Verne), 
and to have married a fellow Church of the 
Brethren member 64 years ago, we still feel 

Letters
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New Church Planting Conference
May 19 - 21, 2016

Bethany Theological Seminary
Richmond, IndianaHope

Imagination
  Mission

@HIM #hope #imagination #mission

Efrem Smith Mandy Smith

Registration Now Open
Fees: Early bird through April 15 - $119.00

Regular after April 15 - $129.00
Bethany or Academy student - $79.00

First time attendees - $99.00 through April 15

www.brethren.org/churchplanting

Church of the Brethren Planting Network
churchplanting@brethren.org
Hosted by Bethany Seminary

Keynote Leadership
This vibrant gathering focused on church planting is rooted in worship and prayer while
providing practical training, nurturing conversation, and stimulating idea-sharing.

We will be exploring the deep roots of hope in Jesus Christ which invite us to imagine 
new and vibrant mission in the world.

The event is open to anyone who is willing to explore creative ways of shaping 
communities of faith and service. The conference will include a training track 
offered in Spanish.

Sponsored by the Church of the Brethren through the office of Congregational Life Ministries and the New Church Development Advisory Committee. 

very Brethren even though, due to lo-
gistics, we’ve had to become Methodists 
for most of our married lives. Messen-
ger has been our lifeline to the Church 
of the Brethren, for which we are most 
grateful.

Randy Miller’s editorials are always 
right on target, as are publisher Wendy 
McFadden’s outstanding essays. The 
September Messenger report on Annu-
al Conference was especially notewor-
thy, with the overview of Conference, 
Ken Gibble’s review of the amazing 
book Tender Mercies, Jeff Newman-
Lee’s assessment of what we are really 
about, and one of my perennial favor-
ites: Mandy Garcia’s column on simple 
living. Every article was conscience-
provoking and not to be missed.

Thank you for so many years of  
inspiration.

Arlene harms
Paradise, Calif.

good editorial

Your column titled “Are we listening?” 
(November Messenger) is another 
well-put editorial, Randy! I have also 
heard it said, “Listen with your heart, 

not just your ears—hear the feeling be-
ing expressed (tone of voice).” Listen-
ing requires time and patience—two 
elements often in short supply in our 
rush to get things done.

emily Mumma
Lorida, Fla.

COMING to the West coast of Florida this winter? Need a church to worship in? We have a place 
for you!  Good Shepherd Church of the Brethren is located at 6323 13th Street Court East Bradenton, Florida.  
Service times are: Sunday School 9:15 AM, Worship 10:30 AM, and Wednesday 6:30 PM. We are 50 miles 
SOUTH of Tampa. For more information or directions, please call (941)-758-0988 (Church) or Pastor Ken Davis 
(941)-713-0691 (cell). We look forward to seeing you HERE!

PROJECT DIRECTOR needed to oversee all aspects of Shine: Living in God’s Light, a multicomponent 
Sunday school curriculum for ages 3 through grade 8. Must have strong vision, planning, and oversight skills. 
Responsibilities include editing and writing with theological depth, awareness of multicultural diversity, and 
commitment to inquiry-based learning. Strong understanding of Christian education and curriculum is 
required. Full-time, salaried position for the duration of the curriculum, projected to be four to five years. 
Contact searchcommittee@mennomedia.org. Application review begins in March.

ClASSIFIeDS
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Please send information  
to be included in  
Turning Points to Jean 
Clements, 1451 Dundee 
Ave, Elgin, IL 60120;  
800-323-8039, ext. 320;  
jclements@brethren.org. 
Information must be 
complete in order to be 
published. Information 
older than one year can-
not be published.

New Members
Beaver Creek, Bridgewater, 

Va.: Jared Eckard, Will 
Eckard, Scotty Evans, 
Connor Hensley, Malena 
Hoover

Bethany, Farmington, Del.: 
Denise Hall

Bush Creek, Monrovia, Md.: 
Debbie Brown, Nicholas 
Brown, Kelly Brown

Chiques, Manheim, Pa.: 
Terry Breidenstine, Nicole 
Kauffman, Derek Hanna, 
Victoria Fellenbaum, John 
Haldeman, Samantha Gar-
man, Eric Keppley, Derek 
Groff, Jessica Groff, Sandi 
Werley, McKayla Miller, 
Payton Miller, Rachel Hol-
linger, Richard Hollinger, 
Trina Hollinger

Columbia City, Ind.: Eric 
Yager, Trevor Ladd, JJ 
Sims, Nancy Fenker, Da-
vid Purvis-Fenker, Charles 
Frey, Floyann Frey, Jean 
Lefever, Duane Lambert

Creekside, Elkhart, Ind.: 
Ron Green, Don Mockler, 
Sharon Mockler, Betty 
Snyder, Leonard Snyder, 
Ellen Wilson

Elk Run, Churchville, Va.: 
Ronald Elkins, Jr.

Elm Street, Lima, Ohio: 
Christine Larson, Nick 
Larson

Freeport, Ill.: Bev Juern
Geiger, Friedens, Pa.: Melissa 

Henry, Alexandra Henry, 
Paige Younkin, Catherine 
Sines Boyer

Goshen City, Goshen, Ind.: 
Scott Priest, Donna Priest, 
Alison Witmer

Grottoes, Va.: Genevie Teten, 
Connie Parker

Huntsdale, Carlisle, Pa.: 
Ernie Smith, Robert Leiby, 
Robert Henry, Peggy Han-
cock, Jeffrey Adams

Locust Grove, New Castle, 
Ind.: Cody Vought, Chad 
Sanders, Jessica Sand-
ers, Jacob Sanders, Ryan 
Sanders

Long Green Valley, Glen 
Arm, Md.: Lewis W. Eich-
horn

Manor, Boonsboro, Md.: 
Amanda Frey, Katie Frey, 
James K. Frey, Mary Frey

Peace, Council Bluffs, Iowa: 
Ednah Black

South Waterloo, Waterloo, 
Iowa: Jeff Cutsforth

Valley Pike, Maurertown, 
Pa.: Alicia Tucker, Emily 
Knicely

White Oak, Manheim, Pa.: 
Greta Shenk, Corina Zim-
merman, Owen Zimmer-
man, Tiana Fahnestock, 
Lance Martin, Jasmine 
Minnich, Coleman Lon-
genecker, Issac Kreider, 
Weston Martin, Siena 
Longenecker

Wedding 
Anniversaries
Alwine, Harold and Reta, 

Hollsopple, Pa., 60
Blough, Franklin and Mona, 

Davidsville, Pa., 60
Breidenstine, Glenn and Pat, 

Lancaster, Pa., 60
Brown, Maurice and Jane 

Phyllis, Glen Arm, Md., 64
Cober, Doug and Jeanne, 

Hollsopple, Pa., 55
Herr, Paul and Thelma, East 

Petersburg, Pa., 66
Hildebrand, Howard and 

Helen, Hollsopple, Pa., 60
Long, Lawrence and Hazel, 

Williamsport, Md., 72
Mason, Robert and Linda, 

Maurertown, Va., 50
Moyer, Max and Barb, Hunt-

ingdon, Pa., 60
Wright, Robert and Dorothy, 

McGaheysville, Va., 55
Zehner, John and Winona, 

Somerset, Pa., 55

Deaths 

Adkins, Alwilda M. Cox, 90, 
Dry Fork, Va., Sept. 10

Adkins, Odette M., 90, 
Hampton, Va., April 18

Adkins, Peggy Sauls, 62, 
Newport News, Va., July 10

Aldrich, Pearl, 87, North 
Liberty, Ind., July 18

Amburgey, Earl V., 60, North 
Manchester, Ind., Nov. 22

Arbogast, Doris Dacal, 85, 
Roanoke, Va., Oct. 7

Beam, Patricia Kirkland, 81, 
Troy, Ohio, Oct. 21

Beller, Marjorie E., 87, Gos-
hen, Ind., Nov. 15

Bottorff, Daniel R., 51, John-

stown, Pa., Oct. 29
Bowman, Wanda Martin, 87, 

Bridgewater, Va., Nov. 5
Brandt, Luke H., 90, 

Wrightsville, Pa., Nov. 22
Brinegar, Beverly Deahl, 84, 

Udell, Iowa, Dec. 6
Burnette, Beth, 77, Saint 

Charles, Ill., Nov. 20
Callahan, Elbridge Hundley, 

88, Bridgewater, Va., 
Aug. 4

Cassidy, Michael J., 69, New 
Castle, Ind., Nov. 8

Cook, Ruth Snider, 79, Brad-
ford, Ohio, Oct. 11

Dodson, Evelyn J., 79, East 
Freedom, Pa., Aug. 20

Ellis, Treon Marquise, 22, 
Hopewell, Va., Dec. 14, 
2014

Erb, David T., 73, New Hol-
land, Pa., Nov. 6

Eshelman, Anna Jane, 86, 
Manheim, Pa., July 31

Fahnestock, Verda Mae 
Myer, 94, Manheim, Pa., 
March 22, 2015

Fleegle, Paul I., Sr., 74, 
Windber, Pa., Nov. 21

Flora, Cecil Alfred, 92, 
Boones Mill, Va., June 26

Forsyth, Charles A., 101, 
Oregon, Ill., Nov. 4

Fox, William E., 86, Green-
castle, Pa., June 12

Geib, Florence B., 95, Lan-
caster, Pa., Oct. 26

Gessinger, Robert E., 81, 
Nappanee, Ind., March 
4, 2015

Ginder, J. Becker, 85, Lan-
caster, Pa., Dec. 10

Graf, Doris M., 89, Adrian, 
Mich., Sept. 11

Hannah, Lloyd Everett 
West, 78, Blue Ridge, Va., 
Nov. 11

Hendricks, Betty, 86, Adrian, 
Mich., Nov. 10

Hershberger, Rex W., 86, 
Martinsburg, Pa., Feb. 19, 
2015

Hershey, Dwight E., 44, 
Manheim, Pa., Oct. 13

Hershey, Mary B., 96, Lititz, 
Pa., Aug. 15

Hilton, Virginia Reed, 93, 
Ripplemead, Va., Nov. 6

Hylton, Mona Bross, 79, 
Fieldale, Va., Jan. 4, 2015

Jackson, John J., 57, Glen-
dale, Calif., Nov. 8

Keim, Marie, 96, Davidsville, 
Pa., July 20

Kintner, Russell W., 85, 
Adrian, Mich., Oct. 11

Lansing, Evelyn Pearl Smal-
ley, 82, Fort Dodge, Iowa, 
April 21

Lee, Maud Marie Wells, 95, 
Roanoke, Va., Aug. 1

McAlpin, Marilyn L., 85, 
Waterloo, Iowa, Nov. 14

Messick, Ruth Ann, 84, 
Greenwood, Del., Sept. 9

Miller, Lola Mae Eye, 92, 
Dayton, Va., Nov. 1

Miller, Ruth, 89, Lancaster, 
Pa., April 4

Owen, Gladys Goad, 88, 
Salem, Va., Nov. 5

Poltrack, Bette J., 66, John-
stown, Pa., Dec. 1

Preston, Owen Hitchens, 82, 
Meyersdale, Pa., Nov. 1

Pritt, Edna Lee Simonin, 
92, Harrisonburg, Va., 
Nov. 18

Ream, Tracey L., 63, Deland, 
Fla, Nov. 27

Reed, Judy Davis, 77, Clover-
dale, Va., Sept. 6

Reed, Twila R., 91, Floyd, 
Va., Jan. 14, 2015

Reynolds, Duane C., 84, 
Franklin Grove, Ill., Nov. 6

Rule, O. Joan, 90, North 
Manchester, Ind., Nov. 10

Schall, Robert L., Jr., 74, 
Denton, Md., Nov. 10

Sheller, Harry L., Jr., 73, 
Hillsboro, Ore., Oct. 15

Shepard, Elizabeth Jane 
Copsey, 83, Portland, 
Ore., Oct. 21

Steele, Keith A., 61, Wood-
stock, Va., Nov. 8

Stovall, Bridget McGhee, 80, 
Roanoke, Va., Nov. 3

Tate, Rebecca P., 93, Salem, 
Va., Nov. 20

Tresnicky, Ann M. Brenchak, 
92, Seanor, Pa., April 29

Truax, Blanche, 96, Goshen, 
Ind., Oct. 25

Wagner, Mary H., 104, Man-
heim, Pa., Oct. 31

Way, Harry A., 89, Ashland, 
Ohio, Dec. 3

Wenger, Richard C., 89, 
Lancaster, Pa., Dec. 10

Young, Joseph James, 73, 
Boonsboro, Md., Sept. 21

Ordained 
Short, Randall, Mich. Dist. 

(Living Peace, Plymouth, 
Mich.), Nov. 18

Weaver, Kay M. Atl. N. E. 
Dist. (Lampeter, Pa.), 
Nov. 22

Commissioned 
Corr, D. Philip, Pac. S. W. 

Dist. (Church of the Living 
Savior, McFarland, Calif.), 
Dec. 6

Licensed 
Cook, Larry, Mid-Atl. Dist. 

(Monacacy, Rocky Ridge, 
Md.), Nov. 8

Park, Calvin, Mid-Atl. Dist. 
(Frederick, Md.), Nov. 15

Shatzer, Timothy L., Mid-
Atl. Dist. (Frederick, Md.), 
Nov. 15

Swenson, Margaret 
Elizabeth, Pac. N. W. Dist. 
(Lacey Community, Lacey, 
Wash.), Nov. 15

Placements
Cassell, Dana E., pastor, 

Peace Covenant, Durham, 
N. C., Dec. 1

Corr, D. Philip, pastor, 
Church of the Living 
Savior, McFarland, Calif., 
March 1, 2015

Fullen, Daniel L. from pas-
tor, Good Shepherd, Tipp 
City, Ohio to chaplain, 
Hospice of Central Ohio, 
Newark, Ohio, Nov. 22

Henry, Rebecca, co-pastor, 
Pipe Creek, Union Bridge, 
Md., Nov. 15

Lowe, Steven W., co-pastor, 
Pipe Creek, Union Bridge, 
Md., Nov. 9

Ochoa, Leonor, pastor, Lirio 
de los Valles, Lebanon, Pa., 
Nov. 15

Peters, Donald E., Jr., 
from pastor, Pine Glen, 
Lewistown, Pa., to pastor, 
Center Hill, Kittanning, 
Pa., Nov. 29

Puffenbarger, Kathy W., 
associate pastor, Briery 
Branch, Dayton, Va., 
Nov. 1

Pyles, Tyowen R., from 
interim to pastor, West 
Milton, Ohio, Nov. 1

Rieman, Kenneth M., from 
pastor, Olympic View 
Community, Seattle, 
Wash., to pastor, Oakton, 
Vienna, Va., Nov. 8

Shelton, Harry W., from 
interim to pastor, Boones 
Mill, Va., Oct. 1

Short, Randall S., from 
interim to pastor, Living 
Peace, Plymouth, Mich., 
Nov. 8

Smith, E. Christie, Jr., pas-
tor, Mount Zion Road, 
Lebanon, Pa., Nov. 29

Stahl, Wes, pastor, Bunker-
town, Pa., May 1

Yocum, George, pastor, 
Burnham, Pa., Nov. 1

Turningpoints
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Lines from an old Jackson browne song play in 
my head as I write these words: “All good things gotta 
come to an end.” It’s no surprise, I suppose. With this 

column, my time as editor of Messenger draws to a close. 
Overall, it has been a good thing, and I’d like to thank my 

colleagues, as well as those who have 
offered encouragement as I’ve tried 
to foster dialog in the Church of the 
Brethren through these pages.

In recent years, Messenger has 
had to begin drawing upon funds 
accumulated when it had enough 
subscribers to pay for production and 
even set something aside for a rainy 
day. That rainy day has arrived, and 
change is afoot.

This publication has been around, 
in one form or another, for some 150 

years—half the life of this denomination—and served as the 
church’s document of record. What happened in the church 
in 1947? The first place many turn to find out is this magazine. 

Messenger was a constant presence in our home dur-
ing my childhood. I grew up admiring former editors Ken 
Morse, Howard Royer, and Kermon Thomasson, with 
whom I had the privilege of working as a Messenger 
intern in the mid-’70s while I was in Brethren Volunteer 

Service. It has been an honor these past six years to follow 
in their footsteps. I am truly grateful for the privilege of 
carrying the torch. But, with declining membership in our 
denomination, and fewer subscribers to this magazine, that 
torch is sputtering.

Messenger is an ideal platform for ideas to be shared and 
discussed. I’ve tried to maintain that platform effectively and 
include an array of viewpoints, if not in every issue, then at 
least over the course of a year. At times the discussion has 
been lively, with readers expressing outrage over the errors of 
Messenger’s ways—or mine—and demanding that we remove 

them from the subscription list. I wish they’d stuck around 
even if they disagreed with something they read. Stopping the 
dialogue hurts not just Messenger, it also hurts the church. 
It makes me wonder if Messenger may be something of a 
canary in the coal mine. 

Even as I type these words, districts are loading for bear, 
sending queries to Annual Conference that are sure to stir bit-
ter debates and further divide us. That said, I am aware of one 
query that will ask if there are ways we can dialog in peace as 
we wrestle with the tensions among us. I would love to see 
that one pass. That would be a hopeful sign.

Some years back—before I arrived in this seat—a Brethren 
pastor sent an article to Messenger suggesting that, in light 
of the denomination’s declining membership and dwindling 
financial contributions, the Church of the Brethren had two 
options: 1) it could declare that, after 300 years, it had done 
what it came to do and, with dignity, fold up its tent and 
encourage its members to join other fellowships; or 2) it could 
continue in its steady, inevitable decline into oblivion. 

Messenger never published that article. Sadly, it seems even 
more relevant now. Figures for the denomination, for contribu-
tions, and for Messenger subscriptions continue to decline. 
Six years ago, Messenger had some 12,000 subscribers. Today, 
a little over 7,500 copies of the magazine are being printed. 

In spite of these alarming statistics, I’m hoping that this 
torch remains lit and that dialogue continues in some form, 

even as changes to this publication are underway. But the 
signs are not always encouraging. We seem to be borrow-
ing a page from American popular culture when it comes to 
discourse lately, where there is less interest in listening to 
another’s viewpoint and more in loudly proclaiming our own. 
It makes me wonder if we’ve been reading the wrong book. 

Whatever Messenger’s future may be, I hope current 
trends are not a sign of things to come, and that Brethren 
find some way to keep talking to one another. If Messenger 
is the canary in the coal mine, I’m hoping that bird sings a 
while longer. 

May the canary continue to sing

Randy MilleR
Messenger editor

Editorial

I’m hoping that this torch remains lit and that dialogue continues in 
some form, even as changes to this publication are underway. 
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