
In the Shadow #12

Because I have been involved in farming my whole life, it’s easy for me to love being in 
any sort of rural community in Africa.  The farms are typically small (though not always) and 
involve lots of hand labor.  I’ve seen a number of tractors in west Africa – mostly used for 
tillage – and a few in Congo.  

But here in Rwanda and Burundi, farm
machinery is pretty much nonexistent.  Even
the plowing (they call it digging) is done with
hand tools.  They use a fairly large and heavy
hoe that allows them to work the soil up very
fine.  The soil is pulled up into long hills
about a meter or two wide, creating a sort of
terrace effect.  A person can work on either
side of the hill for planting/weeding/etc.
fairly easily. With the climate in northwestern
Rwanda being rather rainy, the hills allows
the soil to be less waterlogged.   

When a gentle rain falls, or one that 
doesn’t last too long, the terracing effect helps 
to hold the water in place, allowing it to soak 
in over time.  When a big, long, hard rain 
comes – well, that’s another story.  The 
streams and rivers become very muddy.  The 
headwaters of the Nile River come out of this 
region, so central Africa’s topsoil ends up in 
Egypt and the Mediterranean.  

Another serious issue is flooding and 
landslides.  Whenever there is significant 
rainfall, rivers of water seem to raise up out of 

nowhere.  Houses built of mud-brick are especially vulnerable.  Two years ago some of our 
church members in Congo lost homes from flooding.  And occasionally whole hillsides end up 
in the valley below.

Global Food Initiative (GFI) has
sponsored several projects in the region –
Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Rwanda, South Sudan and Uganda.  The
projects include such things as funds to
purchase feed-mills, seminars on biblical
stewardship, seed and other input support.
Among the goals of GFI is addressing food
security and soil conservation.  

As noble as these goals are though,
agriculture and business development by
themselves are not the ultimate goal.  Of far
greater importance is that people are
brought into the kingdom of God.  Apart



from a saving relationship with Jesus Christ, all of the nice things we do to help folks improve 
their lives are simply band-aids that go no further than skin deep.  

There are many in this region that have been ignored, forgotten, disenfranchised.  They
have “missed the bus” of the modern development era.  Even the church has been guilty in 
this.  The preachers, evangelists, missionaries and development workers haven’t reached 
them.  Though there are a number of reasons, a bright spot is that the Church of the Brethren 
in the Great Lakes Region of Africa is there and is among them.  We are involved in 
agriculture and business development, along with sharing the Gospel.  Many are responding 
to the invitation and coming to Christ.  

The GFI supported projects are
making a difference in the physical part of
their lives as well.  A widow in Burundi told
us how she was unable to feed her family
from the small plot that she farmed.  After
applying the principles she learned from a
GFI sponsored training, she now has food for
her family, produce to sell and some to give
away to others.  Go to the brethren.org
website and look under Global Food
Initiative.  There are several videos
describing the work being done.  I think you
will be impressed.

For the Master, Chris Elliott with the
Church of the Brethren Rwanda.


