
In the Shadow - #6

Today’s post is being offered more as an update and prayer request.  It is our plan that 
we would open the Gisenyi nursery school this week.  When I say “it is our plan,” that is with 
the understanding that it be the Lord’s will.  We develop ideas and agendas, but ultimately it’s 
all in God’s hands.  From our human perspective, it appears that it is all coming together well. 
In December, before we came, Papa Timo asked Grace if she would raise $2,000 to fund the 
school’s needs for the first year.  She was able to pull it together – a big thank you to all that 
contributed! 

 David Mugisha will serve as principal and
head teacher and has been very diligent in
organizing and developing lesson plans.  Grace
will also be a teacher, with her primary focus on
English as Second Language (ESL).   Other
support persons will help with cooking the snack
each morning, bathroom assistance, that sort of
thing.

Presently there are 25 children signed up. 
We put a cap at 30, so we’re very comfortable
with this number.  If a few more come along, that will
be great, but if not, that’s fine, too. 

There is a small mudbrick shed on the church
grounds that will be used for storage and as the
kitchen.  Some modifications have been necessary to
render it usable, such as putting in a ceiling, glass
windows, painting, and adding a small addition.

  The needed
supplies have
been relatively easy to obtain, with a local craftsman 
making the chairs and tables. All of the other items, 
like crayons, paper, scissors, stapler, poster board, 
chalk, etc., we have bought from vendors in Gisenyi.  
That has been a fun experience for Grace and I.  There 
is no such thing as Walmart or Staples in Rwanda.  All 
of the stores are very small, and there are a lot of them.
For instance, there are at least 10 little shops selling 
paper and school supplies. With David, we skipped 
from shop to shop checking prices before finally 
settling on where we would buy.  There is also the local
market, which is “big’” but only in the sense that there 
are a hundred or more vendors all in one location.  
What we didn’t get elsewhere, we picked up there.  
    Again, I want to thank everyone for their 

contributions.  Finances are important, but your 
prayers are even more important.  Thank you for 
praying!  Imana ishimwe – to God be the glory!


